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'Knowledge  of  kindred  and  Ihe  genealogies  of  (he  ancient  families  deserveth  the  highest  praise.  Herein 
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HON.  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  FIFIELD. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Fifield  was  born  in  Or- 
ange, Vermont,  November  18,  1832,  being  the 
son  of  Colonel  Orange  Fifield,  who  was  the  son 
of  Colonel  Samuel  Fifield,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  that  town  and  an  extensive  prop- 
erty holder  therein  in  his  day.  The  family  is  of 
Scottish  descent,  and  the  family  name  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  originally  a  union  of  the  name 
of  the  county  of  Fife,  in  Scotland,  with  the  name 
of  Field.  Mr.  Fifield's  ancestors  emigrated  to 
the  Massachusetts  colony  in  1634.  His  lineage 
in  America  is  a  notable  one.  On  the  maternal 
side  he  is  descended  for  the  Adamses  of  Massa- 
chusetts, his  grandmother's  maiden  name  being 
Lucy  Adams,  she  being  in  direct  line  of  descent 
from  Henry  Adams,  who  came  to  this  country 
about  1629,  and  who  was  the  common  ancestor 
of  the  Adams  family.  On  the  other  hand,  Sam- 
uel Adams,  the  Revolutionary  patriot,  was  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Fifield)  Adams,  the 
latter  being  in  direct  line  of  descent  from  William 
Fifield,  the  common  ancestor  of  the  Fifield 
family.  His  great-grandfather  Fifield  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  the  sec- 
ond man  over  the  Rritish  entrenchments  at  the 
battle  of  Bennington.  His  grandfather's  brother, 
Colonel  Edward  Fifield,  commanded  a  regiment 
in  active  service  in  the  war  of  181 2. 

His  father  having  removed  to  Montpclier  in 
his  youth,  Benjamin  F.  Fifield  fitted  for  college 
there  and  in  Plattsburg  (New  York)  Academy,  of 
which.  Wiliam  C.  Belcher  (University  of  Ver- 
mont, 1843),  w.i-  principal.     He  entered  the 

IX 


University  of  Vermont  and  graduated  with  credit 
in  the  class  of  1855.  Selecting  the  honorable 
profession  of  the  law,  he  pursued  his  legal  studies 
in  the  office  of  Peck  &  Colby,  in  Montpclier,  the 
partners  in  which  were  Hon.  Lucius  B.  Peck,  the 
leader  of  the  Washington  county  bar,  one  of  the 
foremost  lawyers  of  Vermont,  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  president  of  the  Vermont  and  Canada 
Railroad,  and  Hon.  Stoddard  B.  Colby,  a  bril- 
liant advocate,  later  register  of  the  United  States 
treasury  during  the  Civil  war.  In  1858  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Washington  county  and 
commenced  practice  in  Montpclier,  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided.  After  his  admission  to  the 
bar  he  became  associated  with  Messrs.  Peck  & 
Colby  until  1864,  when,  Mr.  Colby  having  re- 
moved to  Washington,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Peck.  This  co-partnership  continued 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Peck  in  1866,  when  Mr. 
Fifield  succeeded  to  the  entire  and  extensive 
business  of  the  firm.  From  his  admission  to  the 
bar  to  a  recent  date,  he  has  devoted  himself  as- 
siduously to  his  profession,  never  allowing  him- 
self to  he  diverted  from  it  by  the  political  ignes 
fatui  which  have  attracted  so  many  who  otherwise 
might  have  adorned  their  profession.  In  1869  he 
was  appointed  United  States  attorney  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont,  by  President  Grant,  and  re- 
ceived consecutive  re-appointments  until  1880, 
when  he  resigned  the  office  on  account  of  his 
election  as  representative  to  the  general  assembly 
from  Montpclier.  During  this  period  the  busi- 
ness requiring  his  official  attention  was  very  large, 
on  account  of  the  numerous  violations  of  the  pen- 
sion, bankruptcy,  internal  revenue  and  customs 
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:  .venue  laws.  It  was  not  unusual  to  have  from 
twenty  to  thirty  indictments  found  at  each  of  the 
three  terms  of  the  United  States  court  held  each 
year.  During  his  term  of  office  General  O'Neill 
and  other  leaders  of  the  Kcnian  raid  of  1870 
against  Canada  were  indicted,  tried  and  convicted 
lor  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  and  other 
important  prosecutions  were  conducted  by  him. 
Without  disparaging  others  who  have  filled  the 
office,  it  is  but  justice  to  Mr.  Fifield  to  say  that 
he  was  one  of  the  most  efficient  United  States 
attorneys  which  this  state  has  ever  had. 

Mr.  Fifield  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. In  August,  1880,  he  delivered  a  speech  on 
the  political  issues  of  the  day,  the  vigorous  and 
effective  character  of  which  was  at  once  recog- 
nized, and  two  editions  of  five  thousand  copies 
each  were  printed  by  direction  of  the  Republican 
5tatc  committee,  and  circulated  throughout  the 
state,  where  it  ranked  as  the  speech  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  the  legislature  Mr.  Fifield  was  chair- 
man of  the  judiciary  committee,  and  also  served 
on  the  committee  on  revising  the  laws  and  on 
constitutional  amendments,  and  was  an  influen- 
tial member  of  a  body  comprising  such  men  as 
ex-Governor  John  R.  Page  of  Rutland,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  I..  G.  Hinckley,  of  Chelsea,  and 
Judges  R.  S.  Taft,  I..  H.  Thompson  and  H.  R. 
Start.  That  legislature  made  a  thorough  revis- 
ion of  the  laws  of  Vermont,  including  the  sys- 
tem of  taxation  and  the  system  of  court  and  state 
expenses.  There  was  a  movement  in  the  fall  of 
1882  to  put  Mr.  Fifield  in  nomination  for  Con- 
gress in  his  district,  but  he  refused  to  allow  his 
name  to  be  used,  preferring  the  honorable  cer- 
tainty of  his  profession  to  the  uncertainties  of 
political  life.  In  1884  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  national  convention,  and  in  the  same 
vcar  was  elected  president  of  the  Vermont  Bar 
Association,  before  which  he  delivered  an  able 
address,  advocating  making  the  tenure  of  the 
office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  court  to  be  during 
good  behavior.  In  1885  he  was  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  commissioners  to  locate  the  United 
States  post-office  and  court  house  at  Montpelier. 
in  1898  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  Univer- 
of  Vermont.  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  its  wel- 
fare and  is  a  valued  member  of  its  board  of  con- 
trol. As  a  railroad  and  corporation  lawyer,  Mr. 
Fifield  has  for  many  years  stood  at  the  head  of 


the  bar  of  Vermont,  ranking  as  the  equal  of  any 
lawyer  in  New  England  in  that  branch  of  law. 

In  1869  he  became  the  counsel  and  confiden- 
tial adviser  of  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad 
Company,  and  of  the  receivers  of  that  company, 
which  relation  to  that  company  and  its  succes- 
sor, the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  Company, 
continued  to  March,  1899.  The  Vermont  Central 
and  Vermont  &  Canada  roads  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  receivers  in  1856,  and  the  receivership 
was  continued  until  1883,  a  period  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  a  thing  unprecedented  in  judicial 
annals.  Between  1864  and  1872  a  large  receivers' 
debt  amounting  in  bonds  to  about  five  million 
dollars,  and  a  Hoating  debt  amounting  to  about 
three  million  dollars  had  been  incurred,  and  when 
the  receivers'  floating  debt  went  to  protest  in 
1872,  the  validity  of  all  this  debt  and  its  prior- 
ity of  lien  over  the  Vermont  Central  first  and 
second  mortgages  and  the  stock  of  the  Vermont 
&  Canada  Railroad,  which  was  a  leasehold  es- 
tate, as  well  as  the  legal  relations  of  the  receiv- 
ers to  the  roads,  was  contested,  and  out  of  it  grew 
the  most  extraordinary  litigation  ever  known  in 
this  country,  and  which  excited  wide  comment 
in  the  press  of  New  England  and  which  for  the 
time  being  reflected  more  or  less  upon  the  judic- 
iary and  legislature  of  the  state.  The  princi- 
pal case  growing  out  of  the  receivership,  which 
was  commenced  in  1873  in  the  state  court,  and 
which  was  for  the  enforcement  of  the  receiver- 
ship debts,  went  to  the  supreme  court  three  times 
before  a  final  decision  was  reached  in  1882.  In 
the  meantime  every  manner  of  expedient  was  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  transfer  the  litigation  to  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  and  a  great  variety 
of  suits  in  equity  were  instituted  therein  requir- 
ing nn  the  part  of  Mr.  Fifield  in  the  defense 
thereof  a  thorough  knowledge  of  equity  and  con- 
stitutional law  as  well  as  of  the  practive  both  in 
the  state  and  federal  courts.  The  litigation  broke 
out  also  in  different  phases  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  York.  In  all  this  litigation,  as  well  as  in 
almost  numberless  hearings  in  respect  to  the  same 
matters  before  the  legislature  for  ten  years,  Mr. 
Fifield  was  the  responsible  counsel  and  made  the 
principal  arguments,  and  opposed  to  him  were 
Mr.  E.  J.  Phelps,  Mr.  A.  F.  Walker  and  Mr.  F. 
A.  Brooks  of  Boston,  and  a  great  number  of  other 
counsel  in  the  various  forms  which  the  litigation 
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took  in  different  jurisdictions.  One  of  Mr. 
Phelps'  most  witty  and  ingenious  arguments  is 
published  in  his  memoirs.  Mr.  Fifield  was  final- 
ly sustained  on  all  the  substantial  questions  in- 
volved when  the  litigation  came  to  an  end  in 
18S3  and  a  reorganization  of  the  roads  took  place, 
leaving  his  clients  in  control.  The  history  of 
this  litigation  is  unique.  It  was  no  ordinary  le- 
gal battle  presenting  a  single  issue,  but  rather  a 
complicated  series  of  controversies  arising  from 
a  variety  of  conflicting  and  irreconcilable  inter- 
ests, and  involving  many  new  and  delicate  ques- 
tions affecting  trust  and  corporate  relations.  This 
condition  of  things  which  Mr.  Fifield  had  to  meet 
in  1872  would  have  confounded  an  ordinary  law- 
yer, especially  at  his  age,  but  it  only  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  for  the  development  and  display 
of  his  extraordinary  gifts.  He  made  himself 
master  of  every  question  and  phase  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  when  the  time  of  conflict  came  he  added 
an  intense  and  concentrated  force  of  clear  logical 
statement  rarely  matched  in  any  legal  arena. 
Without  loss  of  logical  precision,  in  the  white 
heat  of  discussion  he  would  focalize  his  argu- 
ment upon  the  point  in  hand  with  a  wealth  of 
legal  illustration  and  amplification  until  it  became 
fairly  luminous.  There  was  a  roundness  and  com- 
pleteness in  his  arguments  and  an  intellectual 
grip  and  analysis  of  the  whole  subject,  coupled 
with  an  ingenious  marshaling  of  the  facts  and  the 
law  that  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Yet  in  the  fierc- 
est heat  of  his  forensic  efforts  he  never  lost  his 
self-mastery,  never  swerved  a  line  from  his  ar- 
gument, but  always  retained  a  graceful  and  law- 
yer-like l>earing,  a  model  for  the  younger  aspir- 
ants for  legal  honors.  His  utterances  never  left 
a  sting,  although  his  manner  of  presentation  was 
always  full  of  earnestness  and  nervous  intensity. 
No  comment  could  be  more  just  than  that  of  an 
eminent  judge  of  the  supreme  court  when  he 
said:  "His  characteristics  as  a  lawyer  are  his 
clear  perception  of  the  salient  points  of  his  case 
and  his  terse  presentation  of  them  in  the  form  of 
comprehensive  statement."  During  his  entire 
connection  with  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad 
for  thirty  years,  no  important  action  was  ever 
taken  without  his  advice. 

About  1879  he  was  the  successful  counsel  for 
Governor  Fairbanks  in  the  Lamoille  Valley  Rail- 
mad  litigation.    In  1887  he  made  an  elaborate 


argument  before  the  United  States  interstate 
commerce  commission,  involving  the  construction 
of  the  interstate  commerce  act.  Although  then 
overruled  as  to  the  principal  point  made,  this 
point  has  since  been  sustained  by  a  decision  of  the 
United  States  court  of  appeals.  Upon  the  death 
of  Judge  D.  A.  Smalley  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court,  in  1877,  Mr.  Fifield's  friends  urged 
his  appointment  as  Judge  Smalley 's  successor; 
but  he  withdrew  his  candidacy  in  order  to  remain 
the  counsel  of  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad  in 
their  important  litigation.  Mr.  Fifield  ranks 
professionally  in  the  same  category  with  Lucius 
B.  Peck  and  Andrew  Tracy  of  the  last  generation 
of  Vermont  lawyers,  and  with  George  F.  Ed- 
munds and  Edward  J.  Phelps  of  the  present  gen- 
eration. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1889,  Mr.  Fifield  was 
appointed,  by  Governor  E.  C.  Smith,  United 
States  senator,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Senator  Justin  S.  Morrill.  It  is  an  of- 
fice very  rarely  declined,  and  no  one  doubts  that 
Mr.  Fifield  would  have  filled  it  with  high  ability 
if  he  had  chosen  to  accept  it;  but  Mrs.  Fifield 
was  at  the  time  approaching  the  fatal  end  of  a 
protracted  illness,  and  on  account  of  her  critical 
condition,  Mr.  Fifield  declined  the  appointment. 
She  died  on  the  following  March,  and  he  imme- 
diately severed  his  connection  with  the  Central 
Vermont  Railroad  and  relinquished  all  profes- 
sional and  public  engagements.  His  own  health, 
much  impaired  at  that  time,  has  since  become 
fully  restored  to  its  pristine  vigor.  For  thirty 
years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fifield  resided  in  their  hand- 
some residence  on  State  street,  and  during  that 
period  dispensed  a  graceful  and  generous  hospi- 
tality, not  merely  among  their  neighbors,  but  also 
among  their  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances 
from  abroad.  Their  home  life  was  a  model  of 
domestic  felicity  and  elegance.  Mrs.  Fifield  was 
refined  and  accomplished  in  her  manners  and  a 
great  favorite  wherever  she  was  known.  Mr. 
Fifield  was  scholarly  and  fastidious  in  his  tastes 
and  habits,  and  much  devoted  to  his  family.  Since 
he  brought  his  professional  career  to  a  close  in 
April,  1899,  in  the  pleasant  retirement  of  his 
home  his  leisure  is  spent  with  the  books  for  which 
he  has  such  an  elegant  taste,  and  with  the  friends 
who  have  become  endeared  to  him  through  many 
years  of  genial  companionship.    He  maintains, 
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however,  close  touch  with  the  affairs  of  the  day, 
and  exercises  a  quiet  but  potent  influence  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community  and  in  the  ranks  of  his 
profession. 

It  was  on  January  4,  1865,  that  Mr.  Fifield 
was  married  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Erastus  Hub- 
bard, of  Montpelicr.  Vermont.  Three  daughters 
were  born  to  them.  The  eldest,  Fanny  F.,  was 
born  on  the  27th  of  Noveml>er,  1865.  On  the 
26th  of  October,  1889,  she  was  married  to  Burn- 
side  H.  Bailey,  by  whom  she  has  four  children, 
Charles  Fifield,  born  December  4,  1890;  Marion 
Fifield,  bom  May  16,  1892;  Franklin  Fifield, 
born  March  6,  1897 ;  and  Lucy  Fifield,  born  April 
10,  1903.  The  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fifield,  Arabella  B.,  was  born  February  14,  1870. 
She  became  the  wife  of  Julius  F.  Workum  on 
the  17th  day  of  October,  1895,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Benjamin  Franklin  Fifield,  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1899,  and  Clara,  born  July  27,  1902.  They 
reside  in  New  York  city.  Ellen  Lamb,  the  young- 
est daughter,  was  born  October  20,  1875.  Oc- 
tober 18,  1902,  she  married  Carlisle  J.  Gleason, 
and  they  reside  in  New  York  city. 

HON.  JOHN  G.  McCULLOUGH. 

Hon.  John  Griffith  McCullough,  whose  varied 
talents  and  accomplishments  have  afforded  him 
high  and  equal  celebrity  as  a  lawyer,  financier, 
man  of  affairs  and  statesman,  and  whose  most 
conspicuous  and  useful  effort  has  had  for  its 
field  the  Mate  of  Vermont,  was  liorn  Scptemlx.T 
16,  1H35,  in  the  Welsh  Tract,  near  Newark,  Dela- 
ware, a  son  of  Alexander  and  Rebecca  (Grif- 
fith) McCullough.  His  parents  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  and  Welsh  extraction,  respectively,  and  he 
inherited  the  best  traits  of  t>oth  races  whence  he 
sprang. 

Deprived  of  his  father  by  death  when  he  was 
but  three  years  old,  and  of  his  mother  when 
he  was  only  seven,  the  lad  entered  upon  his  boy- 
hood with  little  to  encourage  him.  But  character 
was  already  forming,  and  he  soon  afforded  evi- 
dence that  he  was  self-confident  and  determined, 
and  he  found  relatives  and  friends  who.  admiring 
his  courage,  industry  and  determination,  afforded 
him  such  aid  as  they  could  bestow.  He  was  studi- 
ous from  his  first  school  days.  and.  after  exhaust- 
ing such  opportunities  as  the  public  schools  could 


bring  to  him,  he  entered  Delaware  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  highest  honors 
more  than  a  year  before  arriving  at  the  age  of 
manhood.  During  this  period  he  was  an  indus- 
trious worker,  and  his  education  was  mainly 
acquired  through  the  fruits  of  his  own  labors. 

Predisposed  to  the  law  as  a  profession,  short- 
ly after  his  graduation  Mr.  McCullough  became  a 
student  in  the  office  of  St.  George  Tucker  Camp- 
bell, an  eminent  and  perhaps  the  leading  prac- 
titioner in  Philadelphia,  and  he  subsequently  en- 
tered the  law  school  ot  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, from  which  he  graduated  in  1859,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year.  Well  pre- 
pared for  his  profession,  he  had  but  barely  en- 
tered upoti  practice  (and  had  gained  much  credit 
in  the  winning  of  his  maiden  case),  when  he 
found  himself  apparently  doomed  to  exclusion 
on  acount  of  seriously  impaired  physical  strength 
following  a  pulmonary  attack.   A  change  of  cli- 
mate being  an  imperative  necessity,  he  sailed  for 
California  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  tin  i860) 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state.    In  the 
same  year  he  removed  to  Mariposa,  where  he  op- 
ened an  office,  and,  having  somewhat  recovered 
his  health,  soon  drew  to  himself  an  influential 
ami  appreciative  clientage.    His  experiences  in 
California,  however,  are  chiefly  of  interest  as  they 
relate  to  his  political  associations  and  activities. 
Almost  on  the  instant  of  his  coming,  he  found 
himself  brought  into  prominence  as  a  leader  of 
the  Unionists.   Civil  war  was  impending ;  public 
sentiment  was  greatly  divided,  and  the  state 
seemed  destined  to  Income  the  scene  of  interne- 
cine strife.    At  an  opportune  moment  General 
Edwin  V.  Sumner  arrived,  superseded  Colonel 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  in  command  at  Fort  Al- 
catraz,  and  thus  frustrated  the  schemes  of  the 
southern   sympathizers   to  separate  California 
from  the  Union.  General  Sumner  found  in  young 
McCullough  a  ready  and  efficient  ally,  whose  pa- 
triotic spirit  was  thoroughly  awakened,  and  who, 
taking  the  stump,  did  splendid  service  in  unify- 
ing various  diverse  elements  and  bringing  them 
to  the  support  of  the  national  government.  He 
had  shown  qualities  of  leadership  and  displayed 
fine  oratorical  ]>ower.s,  and  it  came  about  tliat 
though  he  was  barely  qualified  by  age  limit  undct 
the  state  law,  he  was  nominated  for  the  genera 
assembly  by  the  united  Republicans  and  Wai 
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Democrats,  and  was  triumphantly  elected,  in 
iHoi.and  from  a  district  which  had  been  hitherto 
stcadtastly  Democratic. 

As  a  member  oi  the  legislature  Mr.  McCul- 
lough proved  himself  a  tower  of  strength  to  the 
Lmcn  cause:  Ins  patriotic  sentiments  found  ex- 
pression in  fervent  and  lofty  appeals  to  his  fel- 
lows and  to  the  people  of  the  state,  and  the  seces- 
sionists writhed  under  his  unsparing  invective, 
fn  1862  he  was  nominated  for  the  state  senate. 
The  senatorial  district  was  regarded  as  almost 
rH'pelcssly  Democratic,  yet  such  was  the  admira- 
tion for  Mr,  McCullough  that  it  was  deemed  pos- 
sible for  him  to  carry  it.  The  campaign  was  bit- 
terly fought.  In  many  election  precincts  the  op- 
position to  the  Union  was  blatantly  disloyal,  and 
in  one  there  was  not  a  single  Republican  to  be 
found.  Mr.  McCullough  was,  however,  elected, 
in  the  senate  his  powers  expanded,  and  he  dis- 
played talent  of  the  highest  order  in  formulating 
and  urging  the  enactment  of  much  salutary  leg- 
elation,  while  at  the  same  time  he  was  an  ack- 
nowledged leader  in  every  movement  designed 
to  aid  the  administration  in  its  struggles  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  His  excellent  service 
so  commended  him  to  the  party,  that  in  1863 
he  was  made  the  Republican  candidate  for  attor- 
ney-general of  the  state,  and  he  was  elected  by  a 
splendid  majority.  Making  his  residence  in  the 
capital  city,  Sacramento,  he  was  most  industri- 
ously employed  during  his  four  years'  term  of 
office,  and  conducted  the  public  business  belong- 
ing to  his  department  with  such  skill  and  so  suc- 
cessfully that  he  was  renominated  in  1867.  It 
was  the  flay,  however,  of  a  political  revolution, 
and  his  ticket  was  defeated,  although  his  great 
ability  and  personal  popularity  enabled  him  to 
receive  a  larger  vote  than  did  any  of  his  col- 
leagues. 

In  the  year  of  his  retirement  from  the  attor- 
ney generalship  1867.  Mr.  McCullough  took  up 
his  resilience  in  San  Francisco  and  devoted  him- 
self tr,  his  profession,  and  for  five  years  thereafter 
3tkI  until  his  removal  frr.m  the  state,  he  was  rec- 
0£Tiir»Nl  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  at  a  bar 
which  included  men  of  cultured  intellect  and  the 
M?hc-;  ability,  draun  from  almost  every  state 
"j  the  I  nion.  From  the  first  his  practice  was 
-ir^c  iri>I  lucrative,  and  conducted  with  such 
'•-rupuJon-  regard  for  ethics  and  honor  as  to  com- 


mand the  admiration  and  esteem  of  bench,  bar 
and  client  alike. 

In  1871  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Hall 
Park,  a  lady  of  fine  natural  gifts  and  varied  ac- 
complishments, a  daughter  of  Mr.  Trenor  W. 
Park,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Hon.  Hiland  Hall, 
once  governor  and  congressman  from  Vermont, 
and  a  writer  and  the  authof  of  the  best  and  most 
accurate  history  of  early  Vermont  extant.  Mr. 
McCullough  and  his  bride  made  a  tuur  of  Eu- 
rope, and  in  1873  removed  from  San  Francisco 
to  Vermont  and  established  their  home  in  Ben- 
nington, where  resided  Mr.  Park,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  McCullough. 

Even  at  that  early  period  of  his  life,  Mr.  Mc- 
Cullough had  acquired  an  ample  fortune,  and  a 
person  of  less  strength  of  character  and  less  ca- 
pacity for  work  would  have  retired  to  a  life  of 
luxurious  ease  tor  its  enjoyment.  in  tile  full 
prime  of  his  physical  t>owers.  and  with  his  men- 
tality at  its  best,  he  could  not  abide  in  idleness, 
nor  could  he  suppress  that  laudable  ambition 
which  moves  the  man  conscious  of  his  powers  to 
take  part  in  the  world's  activities.  And  so  it 
was  that  he  gave  himself  to  commercial,  banking 
and  railroad  aflairs,  adding  to  his  reputation,  and 
contributing  in  no  small  degree  to  the  prosperity 
of  his  town  and  state,  and  to  the  advancement 
of  the  interests  of  the  institutions  with  which 

0 

he  has  since  been  prominently  identified.  In  the 
conduct  of  railroad  affairs,  particularly,  he 
achieved  remarkable  results  and  won  merited 
distinction.  For  eight  years  he  was  vice-presi- 
dent and  manager  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Com- 
pany, of  which  Mr.  Park  was  president,  and 
under  their  skillful  management  the  stock  of 
that  corporation  was  trebled  in  value,  rising 
from  below  par  to  more  than  three  hundred  dol- 
lars per  share.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Park  in 
1882.  at  the  earnest  desire  of  M.  DeLesseps  and 
the  French  owners,  Mr.  McCullough  became 
president,  and  he  served  in  that  capacity  until 
when  he  resigned.  Jn  1884  Mr.  McCul- 
lough was  made  a  director  of  the  Erie  Railroad, 
and  in  18H8  became  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  that  great  corporation.  In  1893 
he  was  made  one  of  the  two  receivers  charged 
with  the  reorganization  of  the  road,  and  their 
work,  in  principal  part  conducted  by  Mr.  McCul- 
lough. was  performed  with  really  wonderful  ce- 
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lerity  and  success,  the  property  being  delivered 
to  the  new  company,  in  less  than  three  years, 
in  improved  condition,  with  no  floating  debt,  ac- 
companied with  cash  and  securities  in  value 
amounting  to  more  than  eight  million  dollars. 
In  1890  Mr.  McCuIlough  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Chicago  &  Erie  Railroad,  a  position 
which  he  occupied  for  over  ten  years.  He  was 
also  president  of  the  Bennington  &  Rutland  Rail- 
way Company  for  fifteen  years;  is  president  of 
the  North  Bennington  National  Bank,  a  direc- 
tor in  the  Bank  of  New  York,  in  the  New  York 
Security  and  Trust  Company,  in  the  Fidelity  and 
Casualty  Company,  in  the  National  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  American  Trading  Company,  in 
the  New  York  and  Jersey  City  'funnel  Railroad 
Company,  in  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
way Company,  Lackawanna  Steel  Company,  and 
in  many  other  important  corjwrations. 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  Mr.  McCuIlough 
entered  the  field  of  politics  as  a  young  man,  in 
the  opening  days  of  the  slaveholders'  rebellion, 
has  characterized  his  public  conduct  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  Never  a  professional  politician,  nor  am- 
bitious of  distinction,  he  has  habitually  exhib- 
ited the  liveliest  interest  in  all  public  questions 
as  they  have  arisen.  There  has  been  no  political 
campaign  since  that  of  i860,  on  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific,  but  his  voice  has  been  heard,  in  no  un- 
certain tones,  ringing  out  in  assertion  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  true  Republicanism  and  in  advocacy  of 
its  national  leaders  from  the  days  of  Lincoln 
to  those  of  Roosevelt.  He  has  liecn  a  prime 
leader  in  the  Republican  councils  of  his  state  and 
an  influential  figure  in  almost  every  state  conven- 
tion for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He 
has  also  been  frequently  a  delegate  to  national 
conventions,  among  them  that  of  1880.  which 
nominated  Garfield,  and  that  of  1888  which  nomi- 
nated Harrison,  and  that  of  1900,  which  nomi- 
nated McKinley  and  Roosevelt.  In  J  898  he  was 
state  senator.  In  1902  he  was  elected  governor 
after  a  campaign  which  stirred  the  state  to  its 
very  foundations,  and  one  that  is  destined  to 
become  memorable  in  the  political  history  of 
the  commonwealth.  Whatever  the  chances  of 
success  the  rival  Republican  faction  may  have 
had,  it  was  doomed  to  certain  defeat  from  the  mo- 
ment its  champions  turned  from  the  absorbing 


state  issue  involved  1 the  license  system )  and 
sought  to  cast  aspersions  upon  the  high  personal 
character  of  General  McCuIlough,  the  nominee 
of  the  party's  convention.  He  had  a  hold  upon 
the  masses  and  their  confidence  far  beyond  the 
reckoning  of  his  opponents,  and  they  instantly 
resented  this  attempt  to  tarnish  his  pure  and  spot- 
less name,  and  handsomely  rebuked  it  at  the 
polls. 

In  local  affairs  Governor  McCuIlough  is  a 
potenl  factor  in  every  good  work  and  important 
business  enterprise,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  where  his  life  does  not  enter  into  that  of  the 
community.  He  was  a  moving  spirit  in  the  Ben- 
nington Battle  Monument  Association,  and  was 
an  active  member  of  the  committee  charged  with 
the  selection  of  a  design  for  the  fitting  memorial 
of  that  historic  engagement. 

t  he  marriage  of  Governor  McCuIlough  has 
been  previously  referred  to.  To  him  and  his  wife- 
have  been  born  four  children :  Hall  Park,  Eliza- 
beth Laura,  Ella  Sarah  and  Esther  Morgan  Mc- 
CuIlough. 

HILAND  HALL. 

The  late  Hi  land  Hall,  ex-governor  and  ex- 
member  of  Congress,  North  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, was  born  at  Bennington,  July  20,  1795- 
His  father,  Nathaniel  Hall,  was  a  farmer,  and  his 
mother,  Abigail  (Hubbard)  Hall,  a  worthy  and 
efficient  helpmeet.  Both  were  of  English  descent. 
The  emigrant  ancestors,  John  Hall  and  George 
Hubbard,  after  1  icing  over  fifteen  years  at  Bos- 
ton and  Hartford,  became,  in  1650,  the  fir-t  set- 
tlers and  large  landholders  in  Middletown.  Con- 
necticut, where  in  its  ancient  burying-ground 
may  now  be  found  tombstones  of  some  of  their 
early  descendants.  Both  Nathaniel  I  lull  and  his 
wife  were  exemplary  members  of  the  Baptist 
church  of  which  he  was  a  deacon,  and  wore  re- 
spected and  esteemed  members  of  society. 

The  youth  of  Hiland  Hall  was  spent  011  his 
father's  farm  in  Benningiou.  His  early  dura- 
tion was  principally  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood.  He  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Bennington 
county  in  December.  1819:  established  himself 
in  practice  in  his  native  town,  which  he  rep- 
resented in  the  genera!  assembly  of  the  state  in 
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1827.  In  1828  he  was  clerk  of  the  supreme  and 
county  court  for  Bennington  county,  and  the 
year  following  was  elected  state's  attorney  for 
the  county,  and  re-elecied  for  the  three  succeed- 
ing years. 

In  January,  1833,  he  was  elected  to  Congress, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Johnathan  Hunt,  and  took  his  seat 
on  the  21st  of  that  month,  during  the  extraordi- 
nary excitement  growing  out  of  Mr.  Calhoun's 
South  Carolina  nullification  ordinance,  and  wit- 
nessed the  failure  of  that  first  serious  effort  at 
disunion.  At  the  same  election  Mr.  Hall  was 
elected  to  the  following  Congress,  which  opened 
the  following  December.  He  was  also  continued 
in  Congress  as  a  National  Republican  and  Whig 
by  four  succeeding  elections,  when  he  declined 
being  longer  a  candidate. 

In  Congress  Mr.  Hall  was  a  working  rather 
than  a  talking  member,  though  he  occasionally 
made  political  speeches — among  them  one.  in 
1834,  against  General  Jackson's  removal  of  the 
government  deposits  from  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  another  in  1836  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  states,  which  measure  was  in  effect 
consummated,  at  that  session,  in  the  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  by  which  nearly  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  received  by  the 
state  of  Vermont,  and  added  to  the  school  funds 
of  the  several  towns.  Both  these  speeches  were 
printed  in  pamphlets,  and  a  large  edition  of  the 
former  was  reprinted  in  New  York  prior  to  the 
succeeding  state  election,  and  circulated  as  a  cam- 
paign document. 

His  work  on  committees,  first  on  that  of  the 
postofficc  and  postroads,  and  afterward  on  that 
of  Revolutionary  claims,  was  onerous  and  se- 
vere, his  printed  reports  covering  several  vol- 
umes of  public  documents.  In  1836,  while  a  mem- 
ber of  the  postofiice  committee,  he  prepared  an 
exhaustive  minority  report  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  to  suppress  the  circulation  by  mail  in  the 
southern  states  of  printed  matter  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  termed  "Incendiary  Publications," 
which  was  published  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer at  Washington,  and  m  many  of  the  leading 
newspapers  of  the  north,  as  antidote  to  a  report 
made  to  the  senate  by  Mr.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Hall's 
services  were  cspecialy  important  in  opposing 


wasteful  and  extravagant  expenditures.  While 
on  the  postofficc  committee  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  framing  and  procuring  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  July  2,  1836,  which  made  a  radical  change 
in  the  organization  of  the  postofficc  department, 
and  provided  an  effectual  system  for  the  settle- 
ment of  its  complicated  accounts,  by  which  an 
alarming  series  of  frauds  was  broken  up,  and  an 
honest  and  economical  administration  of  its  af- 
fairs inaugurated  and  secured. 

Mr.  Halls  successful  efforts  in  relation  to 
one  class  of  claims  deserves  a  more  particular 
notice,  as  well  for  the  large  amount  involved  in 
them,  as  for  the  powerful  influence  and  bitter 
opposition  he  was  obliged  to  overcome  in  expos- 
ing their  unfounded  and  fraudulent  character.  For 
several  years  Congress  had  allowed  numerous 
claims  founded  on  alleged  promises  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia  or  of  the  continental  congress 
to  Virginia  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army. 
In  satisfaction  of  these  claims  there  had  Inren 
drawn  from  the  treasury  over  three  million  dol- 
lars, and  there  were  still  pending  l>efore  Con- 
gress claims  to  the  further  amount  of  more  than 
another  million,  and  their  number  and  amount 
were  continually  increasing.  By  a  patinet  exami- 
nation of  the  archives  at  W  ashington,  and  pub- 
lic records  at  Richmond,  Mr.  Hall  became  satis- 
fied that  the  great  mass  of  the  claims  already 
paid  were  wholly  unfounded,  and  that  those 
which  were  still  pending  were,  if  possible,  still 
more  worthless.  He  obtained  the  appointment 
of  a  select  committe,  of  which  he  was  made  chair- 
man, and  he  prepared  a  rcj>ort  unfavorable  to  the 
claims.  The  printing  was  vehemently  opposed 
by  the  Virginia  delegation,  and  by  dilatory  mo- 
tions and  other  sharp  parliamentary  practice  the 
report  was  smothered  for  that  Congress.  At  the 
next  session  Mr.  Hall  became  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  revolutionary  claims,  and  soon  af- 
terward its  chairman.  He  made  a  report  from 
that  committee  on  the  bounty  land  and  commuta- 
tion claims  of  the  Virginians,  similar  to  the  one 
suppressed  at  the  close  of  the  previous  Congress, 
which  showed  by  documentary  evidence  that  ev- 
ery one  of  those  modern  Virginia  allowances 
was  unfounded.  This  effectually  disposed  of  the 
claims  for  that  Congress.  Mr.  Stanley  of  North 
Carolina  offered  a  resolution  directing  the  com- 
mittee of  revolutionary  claims  to  examine  and 
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report  on  their  validity,  which  resolution  he  af- 
terward modified  hy  substituting  a  select  com- 
mittee for  that  on  revolutionary  claims.  This 
was  done  on  the  complaint  of  the  Virginians  that 
Mr.  Hall,  the  chairman  of  the  standing  conmmit- 
tee,  was  unreasonably  and  unjustly  prejudiced, 
and  would  not  give  the  claimants  ;i  fair  hearing. 
Mr.  Hall  spoke  in  vindication  of  his  course  in 
regard  to  the  claims,  showing  by  documentary 
evidence  that  they  were  cither  wholly  fraudulent 
or  clearly  unfounded  on  any  Revolutionary  serv- 
ice to  sustain  them,  lie  closed  his  remarks  by 
presenting  a  list  of  claimants,  whose  claims 
amounted  in  the  whole  to  over  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  comprised  all  the  latest 
that  had  been  recommended  for  payment  by  the 
executive  of  Virginia,  and  were  included  in  the 
bill  then  pending.  He  said  every  one  of  them 
was  bad,  and  offered  to  adandon  his  oppositions 
to  the  claims  if  any  member  from  Virginia  or 
from  any  other  state  would  select  from  the  list 
any  single  claim  he  pleased,  and  satisfy  the  house 
that  it  was  well  founded.  His  remarks  were  com- 
mented upon  by  the  Virginians,  and  among  them 
by  .Messrs.  Goggin,  Goode and  Gilmer,  in  speeches 
of  an  hour  each,  which  were  all  highly  lauda- 
tory of  the  patriotism  of  Virginia  and  her  Revo- 
lutionary heroism,  but  none  of  them  ventured  any 
attempt  to  show  the  validity  of  a  single  claim. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  who  had  been  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  was  of  an  aggressive  and  ex- 
tremely personal  character  toward  Mr.  Hall,  so 
much  so  that  he  was  several  times  called  to  order 
for  violating  the  rules  of  the  house.  In  his  re- 
ply Mr.  Hall  not  only  vindicated  his  own  con- 
duct in  regard  to  the  claims,  but  treated  of  the 
peculiar  relationship  of  his  assailant  to  them.  He- 
showed  that  Mr.  Gilmer,  on  the  application  of  a 
set  of  speculators,  when  the  claims  were  well 
known  to  be  worthless  and  dead,  had  charmed 
them  into  life  and  to  par  value  by  inducing  the 
legislature  of  the  state  to  recommend  their  pay- 
ment by  Congress :  that  he  also,  as  agent  of  cer- 
tain half-pay  claimant-;  whose  claims  were  equal- 
ly unfounded,  had  presented  them  to  Congress, 
and  that  by  a  law  of  the  state  lie  was  entitled  to 
one  per  cent  of  all  that  should  he  paid  by  the 
United  States  ;  that  the  amount  which  had  l>eeu 
paid  by  the  United  States  on  the  two  classes  of 
claims  was  over  S2.700.ooo,  and  that  Mr.  Gil- 


mer had  already  received  S12.664,  as  his  per- 
centage on  the  half-pay  claims,  and  was  entitled 
to  receive  a  like  allowance  on  all  future  payments. 
The  vindication  of  Mr.  Hall  was  full  and  com- 
plete, and  overwhelming  to  his  assailants. 

Ex- President  Adams  was  then  a  member  of 
the  house,  and  in  his  diary,  published  by  his  son, 
the  debate  is  noticed  as  follows: 

June  16,  1842. — Stanley  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  to  investigate  the 
expenditures  on  account  of  Virginia  military 
bounty  land  warrants,  from  which  sprung  up  a 
debate,  and  Hiland  Hall  opened  a  hideous  sink 
i't  corruption,  until  he  was  arrested  by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  morning  hour. 

June  21. — Gilmer  growled  an  hour  against 
Hall  for  detecting  and  exposing  a  multitude  of 
gross  frauds,  perpetrated  in  the  claims  relating 
to  the  Virginia  military  land-warrants. 

June  J  J. — Goggin  scolded  an  hour  against 
Hiland  Hall,  and  W.  O.  Goode  took  the  floor 
to  follow  him. 

June  24.— W.  O.  Goode  followed  the  Vir- 
ginia pack  against  Hall.  James  Cooper  moved 
the  previous  question,  but  withdrew  it  at  the 
request  of  Hall,  to  give  him  opportunity  to  reply 
•o  the  Virginia  vituperation. 

June  25. — Hiland  Hall  took  the  morning 
hour  to  May  Gilmer  and  the  Virginia  military 
land-warrants. 

This  thorough  exposure  of  the  rottenness  of 
these  claims  and  the  marked  rebuff  and  discom- 
fiture of  the  Virginians,  followed,  as  it  soon  after 
was,  by  a  full  history  and  condemnation  of  them 
in  detail  in  a  report  from  Mr.  Stanley  s  select 
committee,  made  by  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, operated  as  a  final  extinguisher  of  them. 
None  of  them  were  ever  afterward  allowed  by 
Congress. 

By  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  1832,  on 
the  application  of  the  Virginia  assembly,  under 
the  lead  of  Governor  Gilmer.  Congress  had  as- 
sumed the  payment  of  certain  half-pay  claims, 
which  rested  on  alleged  promises  of  that  state 
to  her  officers,  and  had  provided  for  their  ad- 
nistment  by  the  war  department.  These  are  the 
claims  before  mentioned,  for  the  allowance  of 
which  by  the  United  States  Mr.  Gilmer  was  en- 
titled to  receive  a  percentage.  They  were  purely 
state  claims,  and  there  was  no  legal  <>r  equitable 
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ground  for  making  the  United  States  liable  for 
them.  Those  intended  to  be  provided  for  had 
not  only  been  allowed  and  paid,  but  the  act  had 
been  so  loosely  and  inconsistently  construed  by 
former  secretaries  of  war,  that  Mr.  Hall,  from 
his  examination,  felt  able  to  show  beyond  doubt, 
that  allowances  to  the  amount  ot  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  had  been  made  under  color 
of  its  provisions,  which  the  act  in  no  wise  war- 
ranted, and  which  were  clearly  unfounded  and 
unjust.  As  other,  claims  were  still  pending  in 
the  department,  Mr.  Hall  felt  it  his  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  then  recently  appointed  sec- 
retary to  the  lax  manner  in  which  previous  al- 
lowances had  been  made,  and  he  accordingly 
addressed  a  letter  to  him  on  the  subject,  in  which 
he  respectfully  suggested  the  propriety  of  his 
reconsidering  the  construction  which  should  he 
given  to  the  act.  The  secretary  did  not  take  the 
suggestion  kindly,  and  rather  a  spicy  correspon- 
dence ensued,  the  purport  and  spirit  of  which 
may  be  gathered  from  the  two  concluding  let- 
ters, which  were  as  follows: 

Department  of  War,  Feb'y.  25th,  1842. 

Sik:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  24th 
I  tarnsinit  herewith  a  copy  of  your  former  letter 
of  the  21  st  inst.  as  you  request,  and  have  to  state 
that  I  could  not  perceive  the  object  of  it,  if  it 
were  not  to  induce  a  suppression  of  operations 
in  the  class  of  cases  to  which  you  allude.  I  am 
extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  information  you 
gave,  and  will  be  still  further  obliged  if  you  can 
point  nut  a  mode  in  which  the  erroneous  con- 
struction you  suppose  to  have  been  give  can  be 
corrected,  without  violating  the  indispensable  ride 
of  adhering  to  former  decisions. 

Very  resnectfullv  vour  obd't.  Sv't., 

Hon.  Hiland  Hall,'  J.  C.  Spencer. 

House  of  Representatives. 

House  of  Representatives.  Feb'y.  26th,  1842. 

Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  letter 
of  the  2 1  st  inst.  inclosed  in  yours  of  yesterday. 
In  your  letter  you  say  you  are  extremely  ob- 
linged  to  me  for  the  information  I  gave  you,  and 
will  be  still  further  obliged  if  I  can  point  out 
a  mode  in  which  the  erroneous  construction  I 
suppose  to  have  been  given  the  act  of  July  5th 
1832.  "can  he  corrected  without  violating  the 
indispensable  rule  adhering  to  former  decis- 
ions."   I  would  be  glad  to  oblige  you  in  this 


particular,  but  it  is  out  of  my  power.  Under  an 
indispensable  rule  to  adhere  to  erroneous  de- 
cisions, I  know  of  no  mode  in  which  they  can 
be  corrected. 

You  are  doubtless  unaware  of  the  amount  of 
labor  this  "indispensable  rule  of  adhering  to 
former  decisions"  will  save  in  the  adjustment  of 
these  half-pay  claims.  There  will  be  no  neces- 
sity of  reading  the  law  or  the  evidence  in  any 
case.  You  may  safely  allow,  without  examina- 
tion, all  claims  that  are  presented.  I  will  engage 
to  furnish  you  a  precedent  from  "former  de- 
cisions" for  any  allowance  you  may  make. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 
I  Ion.  J.  C.  Spencer,  Hii.a.vd  Hall. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Hall  was  bank  commissioner  of  Vermont 
for  four  years  from  1843,  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  for  the  like  period  until  1850,  when  he  was 
appointed  second  comptroller "  of  the  United 
States  treasury.  As  comptroller,  his  duties  were 
to  revise  all  accounts  with  the  government,  of 
officers  and  others  in  both  the  war  and  navv'de- 
partmcnts,  after  they  had  been  stated  and  passed 
upon  by  the  second,  third  and  fourth  auditors, 
and  to  "finally  adjust"  them.  A  claim  came  be- 
fore him  founded  on  an  expenditure  that  had 
been  ordered  by  the  head  of  a  department  which 
he  though  was  illegal.  It  was  insisted  in  behalf 
of  the  claimant  that,  the  secretary  being  his 
superior  officer  and  representing  die  president, 
the  comptroller  was  bound  by  his  approval  and' 
had  no  power  to  disallow  it.  In  support  of  this 
doctrine  a  labored  written  argument  was  pre- 
sented, and  it  appeared  to  be  sanctioned  bv  the 
published  opinions  of  three  former  attorney  gen- 
erals. On  full  examination  of  the  statutes,  Mr. 
Hall  came  to  the  conclusion  that  judicial  author- 
ity had  been  designedly  conferred  on  the  account- 
ing officers  as  a  check  upon  lavish  expenditures 
m  the  departments,  and  that  it  was  as  much  their 
duty  to  disallow  claims  not  sustained  bv  law.  as 
it  was  that  of  a  court  of  justice.  The  question 
being  one  of  importance,  the  opinion  of  the  comp- 
troller was  published  in  pamphlet,  and  it  is  un- 
derstood has  since  been  accepted  and  followed  in 
the  several  departments,  as  a  just  exposition  of 
the  law  on  the  subject. 

In  1851,  at  the  solicitation  of  President  Fill- 
more, he  accepted  the  office  of  land  commissioner 
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for  California,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  and 
had  charge  of  the  fund  for  the  expenses  of  the 
commission.  The  duties  of  the  commissioners 
were  to  adjust  the  claims  to  land  under  the  treaty 
with  Mexico;  the  titles  of  the  owners,  as  recog- 
nized by  the  Mexican  laws,  having  been  guaran- 
tee! to  them  by  that  treaty.  The  opinion  of  the 
commission  in  the  famous  Mariposa  claim  of 
J.  C.  Fremont,  involving  millions  of  dollars,  was 
written  by  Mr.  Hall,  containing  in  its  elucida- 
tion, almost  without  exception,  all  points  that 
would  be  likely  to  arise  in  the  adjustment  of 
claims.  On  the  accession  of  President  fierce, 
new  commissioners  were  appointed,  and  Mr. 
Hall,  in  the  spring  of  1854,  returned  to  Vermont, 
and  resuming  his  residence  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  was  born,  in  Bennington,  retired  from  the 
further  practice  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Hall  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  in  1856  and  gave 
the  Republican  party  a  national  character  by 
nominating  candidates  for  the  presidency  and 
vice  presidency.  In  1858  he  was  elected  by  that 
party  governor  of  the  state  by  a  large  majority, 
and  re-elected  the  next  vear  In  a  similar  major- 
ity. 

In  his  first  message,  besides  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature  to  the  local  affairs  of  the 
state,  he  spoke  in  decided  condemnation  of  the. 
then  recent  attempt  of  the  majority  of  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in 
furtherance  of  the  wishes  of  President  Buchanan 
and  his  advisers,  to  fasten  upon  the  country  by 
judicial  sanction  the  new  and  extraordinary  doc- 
trine that  the  Constitution  itself  legalized  slavery 
in  the  territories,  and  that  Congress  had  conse- 
quently no  power  to  prevent  its  introduction. 

The  language  of  the  message  in  regard  to  this 
assumed  action  of  the  court  was  as  follows: 

With  a  strong  habitual  reverence  for  judi- 
cial authority,  when  exercised  within  its  appro- 
priate sphere,  for  the  determination  of  individual 
rights,  I  confess  I  have  not  a  high  regard  for  it 
when  sought  to  be  extended  to  political  questions. 
The  history  of  our  parent  country  furnishes  many 
examples  of  judges,  learned  and  eminent,  whose 
extra-judicial  opinions  were  sought  and  obtained 
by  the  government  for  the  purpose  of  crushing 
out  the  rising  spirit  of  liberty  among  the  people. 


Indeed,  for  the  character  of  the  judicial  ermine, 
it  is  to  he  lamented  that  judges  of  distinguished 
legal  attainments  have  often  been  found  giving 
countenance  to  oppression  and  wrong  by  ingen- 
ious and  fanciful  constructions,  and  that  English 
liberty  has  been  fixed  upon  its  present  firm  foun- 
dations, not  by  the  aid  of  judicial  efforts,  but  by 
overcoming  them.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  extra  judicial  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the 
judges  in  the  Drcd  Scott  case,  contrary  as  they 
are  to  the  plain  language  of  the  Constitution,  to 
the  facts  of  history,  and  to  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon humanity,  will  meet  the  fate  which  has  at- 
tended those  of  the  judges  in  the  parent  country, 
and  that  liberty  will  be  eventually  established  in 
spite  of  them. 

The  prophecy  thus  earnestly  made  by  Gov- 
ernor Hall  was  six  years  afterward  literally  ful- 
filled in  the  triumph  of  the  cause  of  national 
freedom  and  right  over  servitude  and  wrong,  by 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and  the  extinc- 
tion of  slavery. 

At  the  close  of  his  second  annual  message,  in 
1859,  after  expressing  his  great f til  thanks  to 
the  people  of  his  state  for  the  generous  confidence 
they  had  always  shown  him,  he  announced  his 
determination  to  retire  from  public  service  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  had  been 
elected.  He.  however,  consented  to  act  as  one 
of  the  commissioners  to  the  fruitless  "Peace  Con- 
gress." which  on  the  call  of  V  irginia  a»ciuhlcd  in 
Washington  in  February,  iSnt,  on  the  eve  of  the 
Rebellion,  ami  was  chairman  of  ihe  delegation 
from  Vermont. 

Mr.  Hall  always  look  deep  interest  in  Amer- 
ican history,  especially  that  connected  with 
the  territory  and  state  of  Vermont.  He  was  for 
six  years  president  of  the  Vermont  Historical 
Society,  and  was  active  in  the  preparation  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  materials  for  the  two  published 
volumes  of  its  Collections,  and  in  otherw  i»e  pro- 
moting its  usefulness  and  success.  He  road  sev- 
eral papers  at  meetings  of  the  society  which  have 
been  published, — among  them  one.  in  1S00.  in 
vindication  of  Colonel  Kthan  Allen  as  the  hero 
of  Ticonderoga,  in  refutation  of  an  attempt  made 
in  the  Galaxv  magazine  to  rob  him  of  ihai  honor. 
He  has  contributed  historical  papers  to  t]i<-  .W:c 
York  Historical  Magazine,  to  the  /',•'•■;  .  '  His- 
torical Gazclccr,  to  the  /'hilodrlfhiti  .'/  '.'niri/ 
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Record,  and  also  to  the  Xew  England  Histori- 
cal Genealogical  Register.  In  i8t'io  he  read  be- 
fore the  New  York  Historical  Society 
a  paper  showing,  "Why  the  early  inhabi- 
tants of  Vermont  disclaimed  the  jurisdiction 
of  New  York,  and  established  a  sq>arate 
government."  In  1868  his  "Early  History 
of  Vermont,"  a  work  of  over  five  hundred  pages, 
was  published  by  J.  Munsell,  Albany,  in  which 
the  controversy  of  its  early  inhabitants  with  New 
York,  and  their  struggle  for  the  establishment  of 
their  state  independence,  as  well  as  their  valua- 
ble services  in  the  cause  of  their  common  coun- 
try during  the  Revolutionary  war,  arc  largly 
treated,  and  the  necessity  of  their  separation  from 
the  government  of  New  York,  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  title  to  their  lands  and  preserve  their 
liberty,  is  very  fully  shown. 

Governor  Hall  was  very  prominent  in  his  ex- 
ertions to  have  a  suitable  centennial  celebration 
of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  for  the  erection 
of  a  creditable  monument,  consisting  of  a  high 
and  commanding  shaft,  to  the  heroes  of  the  vic- 
tory, and  in  securing  for  both  the  favorable  ac- 
tion of  the  state  legislature,  and  also  in  subse- 
quently promoting  their  successful  accomplish- 
ment. A  few  months  before  the  celebration  in 
1877.  he  prepared  a  clear  and  full  description  of 
the  battle,  with  an  account  of  its  important  con- 
sequences, which  was  extensively  published  in 
newspapers  and  pamphlets,  a  copy  of  which  has 
a  place  in  the  official  account  of  the  centennial 
celebrat  ion. 

Hie  University  of  Vermont  in  1859  conferred 
on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  1).  He  was 
a  life  member  and  vice  president  for  Vermont  of 
the  New  England  Historical  Genealogical  So- 
cic'y,  a  member  of  the  Long  Island  Historical 
Society,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Buffalo  and 
corresponding  meml>er  of  the  New  York  His- 
torical societies. 

Hiland  Hall  was  married  in  1818  to  Dolly 
Turtle  Davis,  of  Rockingham,  Vermont,  who, 
after  over  sixty  years  of  happy  and  useful  mar- 
ried life,  died  January  8,  1879.  The  fruit  of  the 
marriage  was  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of 
the  v>ns.  two  are  living,  viz:  Henry  D..  Inirn 
May  5.  1823,  married  Carolina  K.  Thatcher. 
March  24.  1847.    They  celebrated  their  golden 


wedding,  and  they  were  the  fifth  generation,  in 
lineal  descent,  where  the  parties  had  lived  to- 
gether over  fifty  years.  She  died  July  24,  1899, 
in  North  Bennington,  where  Mr.  Hall  now  re- 
sides. Charles,  born  November  18,  1832,  married 
Jane  E.  Cady,  in  September,  1856,  who  died  in 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  October  2.  1862.  He  mar- 
ried, April  19,  1864,  Mina  Phillips,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Springfield.  Massachusetts,  where  he  is 
a  success ftd  wholesale  and  retail  crockery  mer- 
chant. The  deceased  were:  (1)  Eliza  D..  born 
August  29,  1821,  married  Adin  Thayer.  Jr.,  of 
Hoosick  Falls.  New  York,  and  died  August  to, 
1843.  (2)  Hiland  H.,  born  January  19,  1825, 
married  Jane  A.  W  aters,  September  19,  1849. 
He  was  a  thorough  business  voting  man,  going 
to  San  Francisco  as  a  clerk  of  the  California 
Land  Commission,  where  he  died  a  tew  days  af- 
ter landing,  December  9,  1851,  of  fever,  contract- 
ed on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  (3)  Laura  V., 
born  January  27,  1828,  married  Trenor  W.  Park, 
December  15,  1846,  and  died  June  21,  1875.  Mr. 
Park  went  to  San  Francisco  in  1852,  and  in  the 
firm  of  Halleck,  Peachy,  Billings  &  Park,  was 
engaged  in  a  large  law  practice.  He  became  the 
owner  of  the  Panama  Railroad  and  sold  it  to 
De  Lesseps  on  his  undertaking  the  building  of  * 
the  canal.  He  died  December  13,  1882,  a  multi- 
millionaire. (4)  M.  Carter.  lH>rn  March  7,  1820. 
married,  April  20,  1844,  Sophia  B.  Deming,  of 
Arlington.  He  died  June  15,  1881.  For  much 
of  the  last  half  of  his  life  he  was  afflicted  with 
rheumatism,  so  as  to  be  rendered  almost  help- 
less. Previous  to  this  affliction  he  had  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  and  influence  in  the  town,  coun- 
ty and  state.  (5)  John  V.,  born  February  10, 
1831,  married,  September  10,  i860,  Nellie  E. 
Lyman.  He  studied  law  and  practiced  for  a 
while  in  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  but,  returning  to 
Bennington,  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  county 
court,  which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  October  8.  1888.  (6)  Nathaniel  B..  bom 
Septeml>er  2.  1826,  married  Martha  B.  Rouse, 
February  25,  1850.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  served 
a-  major  of  :he  Fourteenth  Vermont  Regiment  in 
the  Civil  war.  In  1S70  he  removed  to  Jack<on, 
Michigan,  and  went  into  the  real  estate  and  in- 
surance husine»».  in  which  he  was  sueee»fully  en- 
gaged at  ihe  time  ot'  hi>  death.  June  7.  1K02. 
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T  KEN  OK  WILLIAM  PARK. 

Trcnor  William  Park,  of  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, was  born  in  Woodford,  Vermont,  Decem- 
ber 8,  1823.  His  father,  Luther  Park,  born 
March  4,  '789,  married  Cynthia  Pratt,  and  died 
July  10,  1871.  William  Park,  his  grandfather, 
who  died  in  1840,  aged  about  ninety  years,  was 
a  gallant  soldier  and  a  commissioned  officer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  warrant,  which  is  in 
the  possession  of  Miss  Anna  C.  Park,  of  Ben- 
nington, is  couched  in  the  following  language : 

STATE  Ol-  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY. 

To  William  Park,  of  Northbridge,  in  the 
Oninty  Worcester  and  State  aforesaid,  gentle- 
men. Pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  of  said  State  of  the  20th  of  April  last,  I 
the  subscriber  being  appointed  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  a  regiment  of  militia  raised  in  said 
State  for  the  space  of  eight  months  from  the 
time  of  their  arrival  at  the  Pikes  Kill  on  Hud- 
son river,  tire  place  of  their  destination,  do  ap- 
point you  quartermaster  of  said  Regt.  For  which 
this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant.  Given 
under  mv  hand  and  seal  at  Upton  in  said  Countv 
this  eighteenth  day  of  May,  A.  IX.  1778. 

Ezra  Woon,  Colonel. 

When  two  or  three  \cars  old.  Trcnor  W. 
Park  removed  with  his  parents  to  Bennington. 
Then,  his  meagre  educational  advantages  were 
utilized  in  such  irregular  manner  as  the  poverty 
of  the  family  would  allow,  but  pluck,  persistans 
and  industry  enabled  him  to  surmount  all  ob- 
structions. Prom  1830  to  183A  he  was  known  as 
a  bright,  precocious,  keen-witted  boy.  who  ped- 
dled molasses  candy  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  household.  He  also  performed  such  acts 
of  service  as  he  was  capable  of  doing.  Among 
these  he  carried  letters  to  and  from  the  ]>osi- 
office  at  Bennington,  which  was  then  located  in 
what  is  now  called  Bennington  ('enter,  and  this 
pennv -postal  establishment  lvtween  the  present 
village  of  Bennington  and  that  of  Revolutionary 
fame  was  among  the  earliest  harbingers  of  the 
cheap  ]x->tal  system.  When  lil'teen  years  of  age. 
Trcnor  iV.rk  had  become  the  proprietor  of  a 
small  candy  -trie  on  North  street.  Hut  bis  n>- 
pi  rat  inns  were  to  much  higher  ends  than  an>  as- 


sociated with  so  humble  a  branch  of  commerce. 
He  resolved  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  entering 
at  sixteen  the  law  office  of  A.  P.  Lyman  (a  man 
of  extraordinary  native  talent,  who  died  in  1883), 
he  there  studied  for  his  profession,  and  with 
such  success  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  soon 
after  attaining  his  majority.  Beginning  prac- 
tice in  Bennington,  he  continued  to  prosecute 
it  with  great  success  until  the  spring  of  1852. 

The  appointment  of  Hon.  Hiland  Hall  by 
President  l  illmore,  in  185 1,  to  the  chairmanship 
of  the  United  States  land  commission  in  Cali- 
fornia (  a  body  constituted  to  settle  Mexican  land 
titles  in  the  new  territorial  domain),  brought  an 
entire  change  into  the  plans  of  Mr.  Park,  who 
was  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Hall.  In  the  spring 
of  1852  Mr.  Park  and  his  family  emigrated  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  Arrived  in  San  Prancisco,  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law,  and  displayed  so 
much  ability  in  the  successful  management  of  his 
first  case  (in  which  he  was  pitted  against  Gen- 
eral James  A.  McDougall,  subsequently  luited 
States  senator,  ami  who  then  and  ever  after 
proclaimed  Mr.  Park  the  most  skillful  jury  law- 
yer on  the  Pacific  coast),  that  he  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  law  firm  of  Halleck,  Peachy  & 
Billings,  whose  senior  member  was  General  Hal- 
leck, of  Civil  war  fame,  and  on  whose  invitation 
Mr.  Park  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hal- 
leck, Peachy.  Billings  &  Park,  which  soon  grew 
to  be  the  leading  law  firm  in  California,  doing 
a  lucrative  business,  and  which  erected  Mont- 
gomery block,  the  finest  structure  at  the  time  on 
the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  Park's  professional  career  in  San  Pran- 
cisco was  not  unattended  by  personal  danger. 
Pistols  were  favorite  arguments  with  disput- 
ants, but  he  smiled  at  threats  and  danger,  and  re- 
lied upon  principles  and  precedents  and  cool 
behavior.  I  Ic  was  the  counsel  of  Alvin  Adams, 
of  Boston,  president  of  the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, throughout  the  long  and  intricate  litiga- 
tion in  which  that  company  was  involved  in  Cal- 
ifornia and  Oregon.  In  the  historic  reform 
movement  of  1855  ',r  aided  "James  King  of 
William"  in  establishing  the  San  Francisco  Bul- 
letin. When  that  daring  reformer  was  assissin- 
ated  for  upholding  law  and  order,  the  memor- 
able "Vigilance  Committee'  sprang  at  once  into 
being  and  assumed  ihe  local  government,  and 
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Mr.  Park  became  its  attorney.  Five  of  the  more 
prominent  ruffians  were  hung,  the  worst  of  their 
companions  were  deported  to  Australia,  and  San 
Francisco,  freed  from  their  presence,  fell  into 
die  condition  of  one  of  the  most  tranquil  and 
law-abiding  cities  on  die  continent. 

In  1858  Mr.  Park  visited  Vermont.    He  was 
then  the  possessor  of  what  was  justly  regarded 
a  fortune.    This,  however,  was  unexpectedly 
diminished  in  his  absence  by  a  commercial  panic- 
in  San  Francisco.    Yet,  although  his  available 
resources  were  suddenly  circumscribed,  the  abil- 
ity and  zeal  to  make  tnc  most  of  opportunities 
remained  intact.   Not  only  was  he  a  brilliant  and 
success  fid  lawyer,  but  he  was  no  less  distin- 
guished for  judgment  and  skill  in  real  estate  oper- 
ations.   Politics  attracted  his  energies,  and  he  . 
failed  of  election  as  United  States  senator  from 
California  by  a  few  votes  only.   Next  he  became 
associated  with  Colonel  John  C.  Fremont  in  the 
control  of  the  celebrated  Mariposa  mine,  and 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  Mariposa  es- 
tate.  Prosperous  himself  in  all  his  undertakings, 
he  also  made  the  fortunes  of  those  who  were  con- 
nected with  him  in  business,  notably  in  the  case 
of  General  Fremont,  who  very  candidly  admitted 
in  after  years  that  the  wisest  thing  that  he  had 
ever  done  was  to  turn  over  his  business  inter- 
ests to  Mr.  Park,  through  whom  he  had  been 
freed  from  a  large  burden  of  debt  and  made  a 
wealthy  man.    Mr.  ParK,  as  might  have  been 
expected  of  his  Vermont  blood  and  training,  was 
an  ardent  lover  of  his  country,  and  could  not 
brook  the  idea  of  its  disruption  and  probable  de- 
struction.   A  citizen  of  San  Francisco  when  the 
cannonading  of   Fort   Sumter   announced  the 
beginning-  of  the  long-expected  strife,  he  wrote 
the  following  letter,  which,  with  its  enclosure, 
reveals  his  genuine  patriotism. 

Hon.  F.rastus  Fairbanks,  Governor  of  Vermont: 
I  have  to  thank  the  Pony  Express  for  the 
pleasing  intelligence  that  my  native  state  has  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  legislature  appropriated 
men  and  money  to  aid  the  administration  in  the 
protection  of  the  Constitution  against  the  foes  of 
the  country. 

I  know  the  Green  Mountain  boys,  like  their 
ancestors  in  the  Revolution,  will  be  found  facing 
the  enemy.    Although  nearly  six  thousand  miles 
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removed  from  Vermont,  I  look  widi  great  inter- 
est to  anything  that  relates  to  her  honor,  and 
always  find  her  right.  1  love  Vermont  and  her 
people,  and  take  pride  in  being  counted  among 
her  sons. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  check  for  $1,000 
which  the  state  of  Vermont  will  pleace  accept 
a*  my  contribution  toward  defraying  the  expenses 
of  fitting  out  her  sons  for  battle,  or  supporting 
the  families  of  those  who  may  fall  in  defence  of 
the  flag  of  our  Union. 

With  full  confidence  in  the  success  of  the 
right  I  am  very  truly  yours, 

T.  W.  Pakk. 

In  1863  Mr.  Park  retired  trom  business  and 
returned  to  Vermont.    Inaction,  however,  was 
too  wearisome  for  one  of  his  temperament,  and 
he  soon  again  entered  upon  active  life.    He  es- 
tablished die  First  National  Bank  of  North  Ben- 
nington, built  a  fine  residence,  and  connected  him- 
self with  various  business  enterprises.    He  also 
embarked  in  state  politics,  was  elected  to  the 
legislature,  and  wielded  great  influence  in  that 
body.    One  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the 
Central  Vermont  Railroad  Company  at  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Vermont  Central  under  that 
title,  he  furnished  much  of  the  capital  required 
on  that  occasion.   Not  all  his  railroad  enterprises 
were  as  remunerative  as  he  had  expected.  The 
Lebanon  Springs  Railroad  was  one  of  these. 
Commencing  its  construction  in  1868,  he  hoped 
thereby  to  make  Bennington  an  important  rail- 
road town  and  to  place  it  on  a  through  route 
from  New  York  to  Montreal,  but  almost  ruined 
his  finances  and  also  impaired  his  health  in  the 
undertaking.    He  wished  to  supply  the  great 
want  of  transportation  experienced  by  southern 
Vermont,  but  did  not  meet  with  fitting  co-opera- 
tion.   Prior  to  this  he  had  purchased  the  West- 
ern Vermont  Railroad.    His  connection  with 
these  works  showed  the  sincerity  which  his  op- 
ponents have  since  so  freely  and  fully  admitted. 

In  1872  Mr.  Park  was  united  with  General 
Baxter  in  the  ownership  of  the  celebrated  Emma 
Mine,  and  while  he  managed  it  the  payment  of 
dividends  was  regular.  Positive,  energetic,  and 
accustomed  to  operate  on  a  large  scale,  he  did 
not  escape  criticism  and  litigation.  His  sagac- 
ity and  legal  acumen  were  marvelous,  and  in  the 
legal  controversy  which  sprang  out  of  the  Emma 
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Mine,  after  a  jury  trial  of  five  months,  he  was 
fully  vindicated.  Neither  trials  nor  claims  were 
impending  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  nor  did 
any  stain  rest  upon  his  character.  His  admin- 
istration of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  for  years  a  director,  was 
characterized  by  his  wonted  shrewdness  and 
force.  He  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
Panama  Railroad,  and  was  elected  its  president 
in  1874,  and  so  continued  until  his  decease.  As 
manager,  in  connection  with  General  John  G. 
McCollough,  he  saw  the  value  of  its  stock  rise 
from  below  par  to  three  hundred  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar, at  which  latter  rate  it  was  sold  to  the  De 
Lcsscps  Canal  Company.  His  was  the  dominant 
mind  in  the  old  Panama  corporation,  and  to  him 
the  felicitous  close  of  its  affairs  was  mainly  due. 
The  transfer  of  its  property  and  the  accompany- 
ing negotiations  were  only  completed  a  few 
months  before  he  sailed  for  Panama  on  the  trip 
upon  which  he  died. 

Trenor  VV.  Park  was  warmly  and  deeply  at- 
tached to  the  locality  in  which  the  years  of  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  had  been  spent.  He 
was,  with  E.  J.  Phelps,  of  Burlington,  ex-Gover- 
nor Prescort,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  ex-Gov- 
ernor Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  design  of  the  Bennington  Battle  Monu- 
ment, which  is  intended  to  perpetuate  the  mem- 
ory and  preserve  the  spirit  of  Revolutionary 
patriotism.  lie  was  also  a  liberal  giver.  When 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
he  conceived  the  idea  of  donating  the  Gallery 
of  Art  which  now  bears  his  name.  Benefactions 
whose  good  was  apparent  in  the  improved  health 
of  hundreds  of  poor  people  of  New  York  city 
(beneficiaries  of  the  Tribune  Fresh-air  Fund), 
he  delighted  in.  To  these  he  afforded  some 
months  of  delightful  rural  experience  at  Ben- 
nington. The  Bennington  Free  Library  is  also  a 
monument  of  his  munificence,  in  conjunction  with 
the  late  Scth  Bliss  Hunt,  and  they  were  its  sole 
donors  and  to  an  equal  extent. 

His  last  and  largest  contemplated  gift  was 
that  for  the  ample  endowment  of  a  "Home"  at 
Bennington.  The  "Park  Home"  for  destitute 
children  and  women  is  one  of  the  most  impres- 
sive memorials  of  the  man.  The  Hunt  property 
north  of  the  village  was  purchased,  the  Home 


incorporated  by  act  of  the  legislature  in  -1882, 
and  when  news  of  its  passage  reached  him  he  was 
busy  devising  the  best  method  to  accomplish 
the  object  and  inaugurate  the  charity  dear  to 
his  heart.  He  was  not  destined  to  witness  the 
consummation  of  his  plans.  Paralysis  seized  him 
on  the  13th  of  December,  1882,  while  a  passenger 
on  board  the  Pacific  mail-steamer  San  Bias.  His 
remarkable  career  closed  suddenly.  After  his 
death,  his  heirs  conveyed  the  Hunt  property  to 
the  state  for  a  Soldiers'  Home,  and  it  is  univers- 
ally acknowledged  to  make  an  ideal  Home. 

Mr.  Park's  life  is  not  only  an  illustration  of 
the  possibilities  of  youth  in  this  country,  but  also 
of  the  intrinsic  value  of  shrewdness,  energy  and 
perseverance.  Nurtured  in  poverty,  he  died  in 
affluence.  Reared  with  many  scanty  advantages 
he  died  an  able  and  astute  legist,  a  general  of  in- 
dustry, a  monarch  of  finance.  Of  course  he  had 
enemies.  Such  men  necessarily  make  opponents. 
But  he  also  made  and  kept  a  host  of  warm  and  de- 
voted fnends.  Short  and  slight  of  figure,  head  bent 
forward  as  if  in  profound  thought,  deep-set  eyes, 
a  manner  nervous  and  restrained,  chin  and  mouth 
strong  and  firm,  quick  and  decided  in  expression, 
a  great  reader  and  powerful  thinker — this  mod- 
est and  unobtrusive  man  was  one  whose  memory 
neither  Vermont  nor  the  world,  will  permit  to 
perish. 

His  funeral  took  place  from  the  Collegiate 
Reformed  church,  Fifth  avenue  and  Forty- 
eighth  street.  New  York,  and  was  attended  by 
many  political,  financial  and  railroad  dignitaries. 
His  remains  repose  in  Greenwood  cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Trenor  W.  Park  was  married  December  15, 
1846,  to  Laura  V.  S.  Hall,  daughter  of  ex- 
Governor  Hiland  Hall.  Lovely  and  beloved,  a 
woman  who  through  life  showered  sunshine  on 
all  around  her,  she  died  in  June,  1875.  Two 
daughters  and  one  son  survive  their  parents. 
One  of  the  daughters  is  the  wife  of  Governor 
John  G.  McCullough,  and  the  other  of  Frederick 
B.  Jennings,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  New  York 
city.  'Hie  son,  Trenor  L.  Park,  resides  in  New 
York  city.  On  the  30th  of  May,  1882,  Mr.  Park 
was  married  to  Ella  F.,  daughter  of  A.  C.  Nich- 
ols. F.srr.,  of  San  Francisco.  California,  who  now 
survives  him,  and  lives  in  San  Rafael,  California. 
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GEORGE  W.  LOVVRY. 

George  W.  Lowry,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Burlington,  is  a  descendant  of  a  typical  Ver- 
mont family,  one  which,  in  its  various  genera- 
tions, was  stamped  with  all  the  rugged  homely 
virtues  and  deeply  imbued  with  the  principles 
and  patriotic  spirit  which  actuated  the  Aliens, 
Fays,  Robinsons  and  their  compeers,  through 
whose  strenuous  effort  the  commonwealth  was 
founded  and  its  independence  won. 

George  W.  Lowry  was  a  descendant  of  Thom- 
as Lowry,  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
born  in  1701,  who  married  one  of  his  own  name, 
but  no  relative,  Anna  Lowry,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland  in  1704.  The  pair  came  to  America 
about  1740,  landing  in  Boston,  whence  they  soon 
removed  to  West  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where 
David,  their  fifth  child  was  born.  The  family 
afterward  went  to  Farmington,  locating  in  that 
part  known  as  Redstone  Hill  (Plainville),  on  a 
tract  of  land  now  occupied  in  part  by  Shafrach 
Manchester,  known  as  the  Levi  Curtis  place.  Mr. 
Lowry  died  May  16,  1788,  aged  eighty-seven 
years,  and  his  wife  December  31,  1790,  aged 
eighty-six  years,  and  their  remains  were  interred 
in  the  old  cemetery  in  the  east  part  of  Plainville. 
Their  children  were:  John,  Thomas,  Nathaniel, 
Samuel,  David  and  Daniel. 

Thomas  (2),  son  of  the  parents  above  named, 
was  a  man  in  moderate  circumstances,  but  high- 
ly respected  for  his  industry  and  integrity.  He 
married  Phoebe  Benedict,  daughter  of  a  Presby- 
terian clergyman,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
a  son,  Heman,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  North 
East,  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  September 

4.  1773- 

Heman  (3),  was  reared  in  Jericho,  Vermont, 
then  an  unknown  wilderness,  whither  his  parents 
removed  when  he  was  a  year  old.  As  soon  as 
old  enough,  he  aided  his  father  in  clearing  up  a 
farm  and  in  adding  to  the  comforts  of  a  home. 
His  father  died  while  he  was  yet  a  lad  and  be- 
fore he  had  opportunity  for  acquiring  more  than 
the  mere  rudiments  of  an  education,  and  it  is 
presumable  that  he  was  greatly  indebted  to  his 
mother  (a  woman  of  beautiful  character  and, 
tor  the  times,  excellent  attainments)  for  the 
greater  part  of  that  instruction  which,  aided  by 
his  own  thirst  for  knowledge  and  close  applica- 


tion to  study,  enabled  him  in  after  years  to  take 
a  high  position  as  a  man  of  affairs,  and  brought 
him  to  positions  of  prominence  and  usefulness  in 
public  life. 

The  tirst  official  station  to  which  Heman 
Lowry  was  called  was  that  of  under  or  deputy 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Chittenden,  under  the 
late  Heman  Allen,  afterward  minister  to  Chili. 
He  was  probably  Mr.  Allen's  successor  in  office, 
as  he  was  appointed  sheriff  of  the  county  in 
1809,  and  was  for  nearly  forty  years  in  public 
life,  and  during  that  time  was  almost  constantly 
in  public  employment,  nineteen  years  as  high 
sheriff,  eleven  years  as  United  States  marshal, 
a  member  of  the  council  of  censors,  and  in  various 
other  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  During  the 
stormy  and  troubled  period  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  the  exciting  period  which  pre- 
ceded it,  he  discharged  his  public  duties  with 
such  ability  and  excellent  judgment  as  to  earn 
for  himself  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  parties, 
and  secure  his  reappointment  from  year  to  year, 
and  not  unfrequently  from  his  political  opponents. 
Though  warm  and  decided  in  his  political  opin- 
ions, his  impartial  and  faithful  discharge  of  his 
public  duties  shielded  him  from  political  censure, 
and  secured  for  him  the  friendship  and  good  will 
of  his  political  opponents. 

In  all  relations  of  life,  l>oth  public  and  private, 
he  had  the  singular  good  fortune  to  gain  the  per- 
sonal confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  intellect  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  was  noted  for  his  integrity  and  love 
of  truth  and  justice,  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him 
that  he  was  a  frank,  straightforward  old-school 
Vermonter,  proud  of  his  state  and  jealous  of  its 
honor.  Few  men  exercised  a  more  extended  in- 
fluence in  maintaining  its  high  character  and  hon- 
or, and  few  were  more  widely  known  within  its 
borders,  for  there  were  few  prominent  men  in 
the  state  who  did  not  known  and  respect  him  for 
his  manly  virtues,  integrity  of  character  and  de- 
votion to  his  friends.  His  death  occurred  at  his 
residence  in  Burlington,  January  5,  1848,  in  the 
seventieth  year  of  his  age.  The  supreme  court 
being  in  session  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  the  bar 
immediately  held  a  meeting  and  adopted  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  profession  in 
view  of  the  dispensation  of  Providence  which 
had  removed  from  them  one  who  had  been  so 
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long  connected  with  them  as  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  country,  testifying  their  respect  for 
his  memory  and  his  many  virtues,  and  requesting 
the  court  to  adjourn  at  mxjn  on  the  day  of  his 
burial,  to  enable  them  to  attend  his  funeral  in  a 
body.  Accordingly,  the  court  adjourned,  and  the 
members  of  that  IkkIv  and  a  large  concourse  of 
mourning  friends  followed  the  remains  of  their 
departed  associate  and  friend  to  their  final  resting 
place. 

Mr.  Lowry  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1800,  was  Miss  Lucy 
Lee,  who  died  the  following  year.  In  1803  he 
married  Miss  Margaret  Campbell,  a  lady  of  high 
moral  worth,  who  survived  him  only  two  years, 
and  died  universally  beloved  and  sincerely 
mourned. 

Heman  Lowry.  son  of  Heman  Lowry  (3), 
was  born  March  24,  1819,  in  Burlington,  where 
he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  was 
married  at  Shelburnc,  December  12,  1849, t0  Ann 
M.  Harman,  who  was  born  in  Vergennes,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1820,  a  daughter  of  Argalus  and  Martha 
(Isham)  Harman.  Martha  Isham  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Joshua  Isham,  who  came  from  Col- 
chester, Connecticut,  after  serving  for  seven 
years  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  settled  in  St. 
George,  Vermont,  and  was  master  of  Washing- 
ton Lodge  No.  3.  F.  &  A.  M.  After  his  marriage. 
Heman  Lowrv  removed  to  Dannemora.  New 
York,  and  accepted  a  position  as  keeper  in  the 
state  prison,  where  he  died  in  i860.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  Epis- 
copal church.  His  wife  died  January  2,  1892. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Kate 
Elizabeth,  born  October  16.  1851,  who  died  No- 
vember 25.  1895:  and  (ieorge  William,  born  in 
Dannemora,  January  27,  1854. 

George  William  Lowry,  only  surviving  child 
of  the  parents  h*t  named,  was  brought  to  Shel- 
burne.  Vermont,  shortly  after  the  death  of  his 
father.  He  received  his  education  in  the  school* 
of  Shelburnc.  anil  at  an  early  age  entered  a  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  in 
Burlington.  Vermont.  He  was  thus  occupied  until 
iS-^o.  when  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
partnership  with  Fred  O.  Bcaupre.  This  enter- 
prise was  successfully  conducted  until  1S00.  when 
the  firm  disposed  of  their  stock  to  embark  in  ihe 


real  estate  business,  which  they  have  prosecuted 
most  satisfactorily  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Lowrv  is  numbered  among  the  most  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Bur- 
lington, and  extends  his  aid  to  every  cause  prom- 
ising of  advantage  to  the  community.  He  is 
prominent  in  the  Masonic  order.  He  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Washington  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  in  December,  1883,  and  was  master  in  1891-2. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Burlington  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M. :  Burlington  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.;  Bur- 
lington Commandery,  K.  T. ;  and  Mount  Sinai 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  and  has  passed  the  chairs 
in  nearly  all  these  bodies. 

WALTER  JUDE  PERRIN. 

Walter  Jude  Ferrin,  of  Hardwick,  a  dealer 
m  lumber  and  building  materials,  is  a  prominent 
business  man  and  an  active  citizen.    He  was 
born  March  7,  1852,  in  Bethel,  Vermont,  a  son 
of  Jude  Perrin.    He  belongs  to  one  of  the  early 
and  honored  families  of  Bethel,  his  grandfather, 
Walter  Perrin,  having  been  a  lifelong  resident 
of  that  town,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  as  a  tanner  and  currier.    Jude  Perrin, 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Bethel,  June 
10,  1827,  and  died  there  twenty-four  years  later. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucetta  Mc- 
intosh, is  also  a  native  of  Bethel,  the  date  of  her 
hirth  being  January  4.  1828.    She  is  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Phebe  (Wyatt)  Mcintosh,  natives 
of  New  Hampshire.    The  father  was  born  in 
Amherst,  a  son  of  John  Mcintosh,  who  came  from 
Scotland,  having  been  pressed  into  the  British 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.    His  wife, 
Margaret  Henry,  was  also  of  Scotch  birth.  Phe-be 
Wyatt  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarcdi 
(  Parker)  Wyatt.  of  Bedford,  New  Hampshire. 

Walter  J.  Perrin  came  with  his  mother  to 
Hardwick  when  a  small  child,  and  was  here 
brought  up  and  educated,  attending  the  district 
schools  in  his  boyhood  and  completing  his  studies 
at  the  academy.  Starting  out  in  life  as  a  farmer, 
he  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1892, 
when  he  began  dealing  in  lumber  and  building 
materials,  starting  on  a  modest  scale,  but  has 
gradualy  enlarged  his  operations,  and  is  now 
earning  on  a  substantial  bn*iness.    A  man  of 
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excellent  financial  and  executive  ability,  he  is 
often  called  upon  to  settle  estates  of  different 
kinds,  for  many  years  being  either  administrator 
or  one  of  the  commissioners  in  the  settlement  of 
important  estates.  He  is  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  in  most  of 
the  town  offices,  for  the  past  twelve  years  serving 
as  one  of  the  listers.  Fraternally  Mr.  Perrin  is  a 
member  of  Caspian  Lake  Lodge  No.  87,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  He  is  a  Methodist  in  religious  belief, 
and  a  generous  supporter  of  the  church  of  that 
denomination. 

THE  McCLARY  FAMILY. 

1689— 1903. 

Until  the  battle  of  Bothwell  Bridge,  fought 
in  1679,  in  which  the  Scotch  Convenanters  re- 
ceived their  final  defeat,  the  McClarys  were 
landed  proprietors  in  the  Scottish  lowlands,  with 
large  estates  south  of  Glasgow.  They  were  at 
that  time  compelled  to  choose  betwen  the  renun- 
ciation of  their  faith  and  the  forfeiture  of  their 
estates.  With  true  Scotch  stubbornness  they 
chose  the  latter  alternative  and  emigrated  to  the 
north  of  Ireland.  Here  they  remained  abom 
thirty-seven  years,  taking  part  in  that  glorious 
struggle  for  liberty  which  welded  together  French 
Huguenot,  English  Dissenter  and  Scotch  Cove- 
nanter, forming  the  Scotch-Irish  race. 

On  August  7,  1726,  Andrew  McCiary,  the 
first  American  in  the  line  of  descent,  left  the 
province  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  for  this  country, 
reaching  Boston  October  8.  He  seems  to  have 
resided  at  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  during  the 
following  winter  and  to  have  located  at  the 
Scotch-Irish  settlement  at  Londonderry,  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  spring,  reaching  there 
on  April  19,  1727.  In  1738  he  removed 
to  Epsom  and  settled  on  the  farm  where 
now  stands  the  old  McCiary  house,  erected 
in  1741,  which  is  at  present  one  of  the 
noted  landmarks  of  southern  New  Hampshire. 
This  house  was  for  twenty-five  years  the  head- 
quarters of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  within 
its  walls  were  concocted  many  of  the  schemes  in- 
fluencing the  early  history  of  New  Hampshire. 

This  worthy  emigrant  apparently  took  his  full 
share  of  the  responsibilities  of  pioneer  life,  and 
his  frequent  elections  to  positions  of  honor  and 
ax 


trust  indicate  the  confidence  in  which  he  was 
held  by  his  associates. 

Major  Andrew  McCiary,  the  second  Ameri- 
can in  the  line  of  descent,  was  the  second  son  of 
the  emigrant,  Andrew  McCiary.  He  was  born  at 
Northuood,  alnrnt  1730,  and  seems  to  have  in- 
herited from  his  ancestry  a  military  trend.  W  hile 
he  was  prominent  in  all  walks  of  life,  his  business 
energy  finding  expression  in  his  work  as  tavenier, 
merchant,  manufacturer,  fanner  and  legislator, 


HORACE  P.  McCLARY. 

he  found  his  most  complete  satisfaction  in  mili- 
tary leadership. 

On  April  20,  1775,  while  plowing  the  parade 
ground,  which  was  located  on  his  farm,  a  mes- 
senger came  giving  him  an  account  of  the  battle  oi 
Lexington  ami  within  twenty-four  hours  he  was 
at  Medford.  seventy  miles  away,  ready  to  take 
his  part  in  the  impending  conflict. 

When  the  New  Hampshire  troops  were  or- 
ganized |ohn  Stark  was  chosen  colonel  ami  An- 
drew  McCiary  major.    On  June   [6  the  New 
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Hampshire  troops  were  ordered  to  the  support 
of  their  comrades  at  Hunker  Mill,  and  in  the  bat- 
tle which  followed  lie  was  killed  bv  a  cannon 
ball. 

At  the  dedication  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monu- 
ment the  orator  of  the  day  closes  in  words  as 
follows: 

"  I'll us  fell  Major  McClary,  the  highest  Amer- 
ican officer  killed  at  die  battle,  the  handsomest 
man  in  the  army  and  ihe  favorite  of  the  New 
Hampshire  troops.  His  dust  still  slumbers  where 
it  was  laid  by  his  sorrowing  companions  in  Med- 
ford,  unhonored  by  any  adequate  memorial  to  tell 
where  lies  one  of  the  heroes  who  ushered  in  the 
Revolution  with  such  auspicious  omens.  His 
death  spread  a  gloom  not  only  over  the  hearts  of 
his  men,  but  all  through  the  Suncook  valley.  His 
sun  went  down  at  noon  on  the  day  that  ushered 
in  our  nation's  birth." 

Many  years  after  General  Dearborn,  who  was 
a  captain  of  New  Hampshire  troops  at  the  battle, 
and  whose  large  experience  as  a  civilian  and  a 
soldier  qualified  him  to  judge  correctly,  made  this 
comment  on  the  Major's  military  ability,  com- 
pared with  his  contemporary  officers: 

"With  all  the  bravery  of  Stark,  he  possessed 
greater  mental  endowment ;  with  the  natural 
nhilitv  of  Sullivan,  he  combined  the  magic  power 
to  incite  his  men  to  noble  deeds ;  with  the  popu- 
larity of  General  Poor,  he  was  more  cool  and  dis- 
creet. In  fact,  he  combined  more  completely  than 
any  of  his  associates  the  elements  that  tend^lo 
make  a  popular  and  successful  commander,  and 
had  his  life  lxen  spared  he  would  doubtless  hav- 
ranked  among  the  most  able  and  noted  officers  of 
the  Revolution." 

Captain  Andreiv  McClary,  of  the  regular 
army,  the  third  American  in  the  line  of  descent, 
was  Ijorn  at  F.piom,  New  Hampshire,  in  1765.  He 
was  the  second  son  of  Major  Andrew  McClary 
and  was  ten  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  He  attained  his  majority  in  1786.  at  a 
time  when  this  country  seemed  to  be  drifting  to- 
ward anarchy.  The  league  of  friendship  formed 
between  the  colonies  in  1774  had  accomplished 
its  purpo-e  and  state  rights  were  again  triumph- 
ant. Finances  were  in  great  disorder,  and  thcr.- 
was  little  encouragement  to  embark  in  business 
purMtit*.  but  there  was  urgent  call  for  soldier*. 
The  Indians  on  our  western  border  were  aggres- 


sive and  bloodthirsty  and  the  rich  lands  won  for 
the  colonies  by  the  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  fighters 
from  Virginia  and  Kentucky  and  secured  by  the 
splendid  diplomacy  of  Franklin,  Jay  and  Adams, 
could  not  be  occupied  by  settlers.   For  two  years, 
in  1790  and  1791,  the  armies  sent  against  them 
had  met  with  disastrous  defeat,  and  when  General 
Wayne  took  command  of  the  army  in  1792  his 
call  for  brave  men  found  immediate  response  in 
the  heart  of  Andrew  McClary,  who  enlisted  with 
the  rank  of  ensign  and  took  an  active  part  in  that 
famous  campaign  which  taught  the  northwestern 
tribes  lasting  obedience  and  fear.    Ten  years  of 
his  life  were  spent   in   Indian  warfare,  during 
which  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain.   He  was  honorably  discharged  in  1802  and 
accq>tcd  a  clerkship  in  the  war  department  at 
Washington,  where  he  remained  for  ten  years. 
When  the  war  of   1812  broke  out  his  martial 
spirit  again  asserted  itself  and  we  find  him  for 
the  second  time  enlisting  in  the  army,  with  rank  of 
captain.    He  soon  became  dissatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  the  war  and  resigned  and  died  soon 
after. 

Captain  Andrew  McCkary,  of  Peacham,  Ver- 
mont, the  fourth  American  in  the  line  of  descent, 
was,  like  many  of  his  ancestors,  instinctively  a 
military  man  and  for  many  years  was  captain  ot 
the  local  militia  company.    He  was  born  at  Ep- 
som, New  Hampshire,  on  April  11,  1790,  and 
was  the  only  son  of  Captain  Andrew  McClary,  of 
the  United  States  army.    The  occupation  of  his 
father  necessarily  placed  upon  his  mother  the  en- 
tire responsibility  of  his  youthful  training.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  became  a  member  of 
the  household  of  Joseph  Ricker,  of  Newbury, 
Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years  ex- 
cept for  a  period  of  six  months  in  the  army  during 
the  war  of  1812.    On  April  5,  1814,  he  married 
the  oldest  daughter  of  his  employer,  and  removed 
to  Groton,  Vermont,  where  he  had  previously 
purchased  a  farm. 

He  resided  in  Groton  twenty-four  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  eight  children  were  born  to  them 
In  1838,  having  accumulated  what  was  at  thai 
time  considered  a  competence,  and  being  desirou- 
of  giving  his  family  good  educational  advan- 
tages, ho  removed  to  Peacham,  Vermont,  when 
he  resided  for  twenty-nine  years,  until  his  death 
on  September  17,  1867.    For  fifty-three  years  h 
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was  a  prominent  citizen  of  these  two  adjoining 
towns  and  no  man  ever  gained  more  completely 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  associates. 

Orson  K.  McClary,  the  fifth  American  in 
the  line  of  descent,  was  born  at  Groton,  Vermont, 
on  July  22,  1823,  and  was  the  third  son  of  Cap- 
tain Andrew  McClary,  of  Peacham,  Vermont. 
He  inherited  the  physique,  but  not  the  military 
instinct  of  his  ancestry — was  six  feet  two  in  his 
stockings  and  a  man  of  peace.  His  early  life  was 
that  of  the  ordinary  pioneer  boy — full  of  toil. 
The  McClary  family  occupied  the  Groton  farm 
for  twenty-four  years,  during  which  period  they 
cleared  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  built  five 
hundred  and  forty  rods  of  stone  wall,  which  is  to- 
day standing  in  good  order. 

In  1838  this  large  four-hundrcd-acrc  farm 
was  sold  and  the  family  removed  to  Peacham, 
where  for  two  years  Orson  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  academy. 

When  seventeen  years  old  he  removed  to  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  and  engaged  in  the  trucking 
business  with  his  older  brother,  Ira,  who  was  al- 
ready located  there.  On  July  27,  1847,  he  bought 
a  fine  farm  in  Albany,  Vermont.  On  January  18, 
1848,  he  married  Lucy  P.  Smith,  of  Vershire, 
Vermont,  and  the  Albany  farm,  where  seven 
children  were  born  to  them,  was  their  home  until 
her  death,  on  March  4.  1865.  Soon  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  the  farm  was  sold  and  he  re- 
moved to  Newport,  Vermont,  where  he  had  al- 
ready opened  a  gents'  furnishing  store,  and  where 
he  remained  until  three  weeks  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Malone,  New  York,  on  July 
25,  1886. 

Horace  P.  McClary,  the  sixth  American  in 
the  line  of  descent,  was  the  second  son  of  Orson 
R.  McClary  and  was  born  at  Albany,  Vermont, 
on  October  12,  1848.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  removed  to  Peacham,  Vermont,  taking 
a  clerkship  in  his  uncle's  store,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  During  this  time  he  attended 
Peacham  Academy  three  terms,  nine  months  in 
all.  In  the  spring  of  1868  he  removed  to  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  reaching  there  with  only  sixty  cents 
in  hand.  He  soon  obtained  employment  at  the 
shops  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  and  by  care- 
fnl  attention  to  their  interests  was  rapidly  pro- 
moted to  a  good  position  with  a  large  force  of 
men  to  direct.    A  year  later  he  was  recalled  to 


Vermont  by  the  sickness  and  death  of  a  sister. 
His  intention  had  been  to  return  to  his  former 
position  at  Omaha,  but  the  offer  of  a  co-partner- 
ship by  his  former  employer  induced  him  to  re- 
main in  Vermont.  This  co-partnership,  under  the 
style  of  I.  L.  and  H.  P.  McClary  (though  the 
junior  partner  was  not  yet  twenty-one  years  of 
age)  continued  for  two  and  one-fourth  years  and 
was  then  dissolved  by  mutual  consent. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  February,  1872, 
Mr.  McClary  located  at  Windsor  and  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  small  hardware  spe- 
cialties, first  with  F.  J.  Walker  as  a  partner  and 
later  with  George  W.  Hubbard.  The  business 
has  proved  successful. 

Mr.  McClary  is  a  Republican,  but  not  a  poli- 
tician. He  has  twice  been  elected  to  the  Ver- 
mont Legislature,  taking  an  active  part  each  time 
in  shaping  legislation.  He  has  been  several 
times  chosen  for  positions  of  honor  and  trust  by 
his  fellow  townsmen.  He  is  president  of  the 
Windsor  Savings  Rank  and  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Windsor  Library  Association.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  of 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

On  July  2,  1878,  he  married  Sarah  Frances 
Fdshop.  daughter  of  Rev.  Nelson  Bishop,  a  for- 
mer editor  of  the  Vermont  Chronicle.  They 
have  eight  children. 

This  genealogy  covers  a  period  of  about  two 
hundred  and  six  years  and  reaches  seven  genera- 
tions. 

CHARLES  MELVIN  SAWYER. 

Charles  Melvin  Sawyer,  a  well  known  lum- 
berman at  Hardwick,  is  a  prosperous  business 
man  and  a  citizen  of  much  prominence.  He  was 
Ijorn  November  2,  1855,  at  Morristown,  Ver- 
mont, a  son  of  Truman  and  Lavina  (Davis)  Saw- 
yer, both  of  whom  died  ere  reaching  the  prime  of 
life.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Iwrn  of  English  ancestors,  belonging  to  the 
same  branch  of  the  Sawyer  family  as  Colonel 
E.  R.  Sawyer,  of  Hyde  Park,  Vermont.  In  early 
manhood  he  settled  in  Morristown,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  business  as  a  luml>erman  until  his 
death. 

Charles  M.  Sauvcr  was  left  an  orphan  when 
but  eight  years  old.  and  has  since  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world.    Cntil  seventeen  years  of  age 
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he  lived  with  an  uncle,  In  marriage,  John  Smith, 
in  Wayne,  Illinois,  there  acquiring  his  rudi- 
mentary education  in  the  common  schools.  Re- 
turning then  to  the  Green  Mountain  state,  he 
completed  the  two  full  courses  at  the  normal 
school  at  Johnson,  being  graduated  from  the  ad- 
vanced class  in  1877.  Going  then  to  Poultney, 
Vermont,  he  entered  tile  Troy  Conference  Acad- 
emy of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  receiving 
hb  diploma  from  there  in  1880,  then  studied  for 
a  year  at  Weslcyan  University  in  Middletown, 
Connecticut.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Sawyer  had 
taught  school  in  various  places,  including  Crown 
Point,  New  York,  earning  money  enough  to  pay 
his  educational  expenses.  Coming  then  to  Hard- 
wick,  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  being  for  a  mini- 
Ikt  of  vears  m  the  employ  of  Dorman  Bridgman, 
whose  entire  business  he  subsequently  purchased, 
and  has  since  conducted.  He  owns  five  hundred 
or  more  acres  of  land,  which  is  heavily  timbered 
with  hemlock  and  spruce,  and  is  carrying  on  an 
extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
having  a  large  and  well  equipped  mill,  By  means 
of  his  industry,  business  ability  and  wise  invest- 
ment, he  has  accumulated  a  good  property,  own- 
ing among  other  things  a  fine  residence,  and  sev- 
eral tenement  houses,  from  which  he  receives  a 
good  income. 

He  i>  actively  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
town  and  count v,  and  has  filled  many  important 
offices  of  trust,  serving  as  school  director  six 
years  ;  as  auditor  for  an  equal  length  of  time ;  and 
was  a  representative  to  the  state  legislature  in 
1806,  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  highways.  He  is  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  many  of 
the  county  and  state  conventions.  Fraternally  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  and  has  held  all 
the  offices  of  the  blue  lodge.  Mr.  Sawyer  mar- 
ried, September  10.  1883,  Lulie  Colbtirn,  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  Colbtirn,  and  they  have 
had  four  children,  namely :  Neal  W.,  Clyde  T., 
Jessie  E.  and  Nora  L.  The  last  named  died  in 
July,  1002. 

JOHN  C  STEARNS. 

Colonel  John  C.  Stearns,  of  Bradford.  Ver- 
mont, who  has  been  for  many  years  prominent 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  state,  is  of  Massa- 


chusetts ancestry.  His  father,  John  Stearns,  a 
native  of  Barrc,  Massachusetts,  born  February  6, 
1785,  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Chelsea, 
Vermont,  where  he  became  a  merchant.  At  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  was  appointed  |M>stmaster, 
an  office  which  he  held  continuously  for  thirty- 
three  years,  and  until  his  death.  In  all  relations 
of  life  he  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  and  in  his 
capacity  as  a  public  servant  he  was  singularly 
free  from  motives  of  self-interest.  He  married 
Elizabeth  (  handler,  of  Pom  fret,  Connecticut, 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  original  settlers 
of  the  town.  Her  father,  Joseph  Chandler,  who 
was  a  farmer  at  Pom  fret,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  He  married  Olive  Backus, 
also  of  Pom  fret,  anil  to  them  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren of  whom  Elizabeth,  mentioned  above  as  the 
wife  of  John  Stearns,  was  the  seventh.  His 
death  took  place  October  tl,  1831. 

John  and  Elizabeth  (Chandler)  Stearns  were 
the  parents  of  three  children  :  George,  born  Jan- 
uary 25.  1815.  who  died  unmarried,  in  Wiscon- 
sin, in  186.2:  Caroline,  who  married  Edward  C. 
Redington,  of  Chelsea.  Vermont,  and  died  in  1877, 
leaving  one  child.  Major  E.  I).  Redington.  a  grad- 
uate of  Dartmouth  College  and  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago :  ami  John  C. 

John  C.  Stearns,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Chandler))  Stearns,  was  born  February  ir, 
1 83 1,  in  Chelsea,  Vermont.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  Bradford  Academy,  ami 
subsequently  served  an  apprenticeship  in  a  gen- 
eral store.  ( >n  attaining  manhood  he  became 
junior  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Brooks 
&  Stearns,  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  six  vears.  While  a 
resident  of  the  city  named,  Mr.  Stearns  served  in 
a  militia  company,  and  this  experience  colored  his 
after  life. 

Returning  to  Vermont,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Bradford  Guards,  and  his  soldier-like  qualities 
found  recognition  in  his  election  to  the  third  lieu- 
tenantcy.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  the 
company  tendered  its  services  to  the  government, 
but.  the  army  regulations  having  no  provision  for 
an  officer  of  the  rank  of  third  lieutenant,  he  was 
consequently  unable  to  march  with  his  comrades. 
His  patriotic  fervor,  however,  would  not  admit  of 
his  remaining  inactive,  and  he  at  once  volunteered 
as  a  private  in  Company  D.  First  Regiment  Yer- 
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munt  V  olunteers,  and  was  almost  immediately 
made  sergeant  major,  the  highest  non-commis- 
sioned office  in  the  regiment.  The  three  months' 
term  of  service  of  the  command  was  passed  in 
garrson  duty  at  Fortrces  Monroe  and  Newj>ort 
News. 

Mr.  Stearns  now  aided  in  recruiting  a  com- 
pany at  Bradford  for  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Ver- 
mont Volunteers.  Colonel  Stannard  commanding, 
in  which  he  was  commissioned  adjutant.  He 
served  for  a  time  on  the  staff  of  General  Trimble, 
ami  he  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Cloud 
Mills,-  Winchester,  Suffolk  and  Harper's  Ferry. 
He  was  taken  prisoner,  with  his  regiment,  at  the 
latter  named  point,  when  its  garrison  of  eleven 
thousand  five  hundred  was  captured  by  the  rebels, 
and,  while  paroled  and  awaiting  exchange  with 
his  comrades,  he  performed  guard  duty,  at  Camp 
Douglas,  near  Chicago,  Illinois,  over  nearly  four 
thousand  Confederates  who  were  also  awaiting 
exchange.  On  June  30,  1863,  Lieutenant  Stearns 
reigned,  being  incapacitated  for  field  service  by 
reason  of  physical  disabilities  contracted  in  the 
line  of  duty.  He  had  served  during  various  of 
the  momentous  campaigns  of  the  war.  antl  he  left 
the  service  with  reluctance,  but  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  duty  faithfully  performed,  and  with 
the  esteem  of  his  comrades  and  the  commenda- 
tions of  his  superior  officers,  who  frequently  in 
their  official  reports  testified  to  his  jx'rsonal  cour- 
age and  officer-like  qualities. 

After  returning  to  civil  life.  Colonel  Stearns 
engage*!  in  a  general  insurance  business,  and 
formed  a  jxartnership  in  i860,  with  Mr.  Charles 
Jon-.s.  with  whom,  tinder  the  name  of  Stearns  & 
Jones,  he  was  associated  for  thirty-two  years,  and 
this  is  believe*!  to  f>e  one  of  the  oldest  continuous 
insurance  firms  in  the  state.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Stearns  &  Brigham,  general  in- 
surance agents  at  Bradford. 

A  Whig  in  his  early  years  and  until  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  party,  Colonel  Steams  was  an 
original  Republican,  and  voted  for  General  Fre- 
mont, the  first  presidential  candidate  of  that  or- 
ganisation. Sincere  and  vigorous  in  the  advocacy 
of  his  political  principles,  he  has  ever  been  ac- 
corded a  position  of  leadership,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently been  caller!  to  |>ositions  of  honor  and  trust, 
wherein  he  has  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  the 
conduct  of  party  and  public  affairs.    He  has  fre- 


quently been  a  delegate  to  local  and  state  conven- 
tions of  his  party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  which  nominated  General  L\  S. 
Grant  the  first  time,  and  General  Benjamin  Har- 
rison to  the  presidency,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Republican  state  central  committee  for  six  years. 
In  1878  he  was  elected  senator  from  Orange  coun- 
ty, and  in  i88f>  he  represented  Bradford  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  In  February,  1870.  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Grant  to  the  posi- 
tion of  L'nited  States  assessor  of  internal  reve- 
nue for  the  second  congressional  district  of  Ver- 
mont, which  office  he  held  until  June,  1873.  In 
May,  1881 .  he  was  appointed  by  President  Gar- 
field as  United  States  collector  of  internal  reve- 
nue for  Vermont,  and  he  served  as  such  until 
July,  1885,  when  he  was  removed  by  President 
Cleveland  for  political  reasons,  his  personal  char- 
acter and  official  conduct  being  unaspersed.  He 
has  been  loyally  devoted  to  the  National  Guar*!  of 
the  state,  and  served  as  adjutant  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  and  in  1867  as  aide-de-camp  on  the 
staff  of  Governor  John  B.  Page,  of  Rutland.  Ver- 
mont, with  the  rank  of  colonel.  I  !e  was  one  of  the 
original  trustees  of  the  Vermont  Soldiers'  Home 
in  i88j,  and  on  the  resignation  of  General  P.  P. 
Pitkin.  November  1,  1890,  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  board,  which  position  he  yet  occupies. 
In  1  So.  1  he  was  appointed  by  Hon.  Redfield  Proc- 
tor, secretary  of  war.  as  one  of  the  commission- 
ers charged  with  marking  the  lines  of  battle  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  antl  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  (Confederate)  at  the  battle  of 
Ant;etam.  He  is  companion  of  the  Vermont  Com- 
mandery.  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  of 
Washburn  Post.  G.  A.  R..  ami  of  Charitv  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M. 

Colonel  Stearns  was  married.  September  12, 
1863.  to  Miss  Martha  F..  daughter  of  John  Bar- 
ron and  Martha  (Tilton)  Pecketl.  of  Bradford, 
and  the  same  year  he  purchased  the  home  of  his 
wife's  father,  where  they  have  ever  since  resided, 
for  a  few  years  spending  their  winters  in  the  na- 
tional capital. 

CH\RLFS  JONES. 

"I  have  known  him.  perhaps,  for  a  longer 
period  than  many,  it  being  from  Iwyhood.  He 
was  an  honest  man.  true  and  loyal  to  his  friends 
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ahvavs."  Thus  writes  one  Ions?  acquainted  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  who  well  knew  his 
worth,  as  did  all  who  knew  him  best.  It  is  a 
splendid  tribute,  a  true  one,  and  many  are  those 
who  have  felt  this  sentiment  as  their  lives  have 
touched  his  in  the  world's  work. 

In  Tunbridge,  Vermont,  on  the  18th  of  July  in 
1837,  a  son  Charles  was  born  to  Reuben  French 
and  Eliza  Sanford  Jones.  He  was  of  typical  New 
England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather,  in 
the  primitive  days,  made  a  farm  on  Tunbridge 
Hill,  near  Strafford,  where  he  devoted  his  acres 
to  flax  -md  wool  growing,  and  where  he  reared  a 
family  of  seven  children  in  an  unpretentious  but 
comfortahle  log  house.  To  one  of  his  sons,  French 
Jones,  father  of  Charles,  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
was  committed  the  care  of  a  score  of  domestic  an- 
imals and  the  cutting  of  the  fire  wood.  The  labor 
was  severe  and  involved  great  exposure,  but  it 
was  an  experience  which  toughened  the  muscles 
and  bred  self-reliance  and  endurance,  and  the  lad 
grew  into  a  vigorous  manhood,  and  transmitted 
his  physical  and  mental  traits  to  his  son.  At  a 
later  day  French  Jones  conducted  a  hotel  at  Tun- 
bridge, and  kept  eight  teams  transporting  farm 
products  to  Boston  and  bringing  back  merchan- 
dise in  return,  his  son  Giarles  assisting  about  the 
hotel  and  in  caring  for  the  stock. 

During  the  winter  months  voting  Jones  pur- 
sued his  initial  studies  in  the  village  school.  The 
boyhood  days  were  passed  and  early  education 
received  in  his  native  town.  He  went  to  Chelsea, 
attended  the  academy  there  and  subsequently  was 
graduated,  and  then  served  eight  years  in  the 
general  store  of  Aaron  Davis  of  that  place.  In 
this  sen-ice  he  acquired  his  early  business  edu- 
cation and  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  very  use- 
ful to  him  in  later  years.  Leaving  the  store,  the 
summer  of  1862  was  passed  as  recruiting  officer 
with  John  C.  Stearns  (Bradford),  for  the  Ninth 
and  Judge  Baldwin  ("Bradford),  for  the  Tenth 
regiments. 

Then  for  seven  years  he  was  on  the  road  up 
and  down  the  Connecticut  river  valley  as  a  whole- 
sale traveling  agent,  selling  goods  for  Henry  \V. 
Carter,  of  Lebanon.  New  Hampshire,  known  in 
those  days  as  "The  Merchant  Prince."  The  big 
stock  wagon  carried  many  thousand  dollars  of 
valuable  silver,  jewelry,  cotton,  linen  and  >ilk 


goods,  choice  brands  of  tobacco  and  cigars,  and  in- 
numerable Yankee  notions. 

Mr.  Jones'  team  was  a  marvel  of  elegance. 
With  four  beautiful,  well  matched  horses,  silver- 
mounted  harnesses,  wagon  large  and  high,  hand- 
somely ornamented  with  tine  paintings,  always 
well  kept  and  shining  with  fresh  varnish,  it  at- 
tracted much  attention  as  it  stood  before  a  village 
store,  passed  along  the  street  or  dashed  up  to  the 
entrance  tn  a  hotel.  Next  to  the  advent  of  a  circus 
the  chief  event  of  excitement  in  the  village  was 
the  passing  of  the  wholesale  peddler's  team. 

Mr.  Jones  located  in  Bradford  in  18^9,  form- 
ing with  Co!onel  John  C.  Stearns  a  partnership 
in  the  insurance  business  that  existed  thirty-two 
years,  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Mr.  Stearns  is  a 
staunch  Republican,  and  Mr.  Jones  was  equally  as 
staunch  a  Democrat,  and  political  disputes  would 
occasionally  wax  warm  in  the  office,  but  always 
in  a  good-natured  way.  In  the  thirty-two  years 
not  a  ripple  disturbed  the  harmony  of  their  busi- 
ness relations.  The  firm  acquired  an  enviable  rep- 
utation, serving  both  the  companies  it  represented 
and  patrons  faithfully. 

Shortly  after  coming  to  Bradford  Mr.  Jones 
became  interested  in  a  White  Mountain  stage 
route,  and  for  eighteen  consecutive  summers  was 
in  some  way  connected  with  the  Profile  House. 
While  staging  lasted  he  was  one  of  the  owners 
of  the  stage  route  from  the  Profile  House  to  Lit- 
tleton, New  Hampshire.  I  le  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  drivers  in  the  business.  After  the 
railroad  took  the  place  of  the  stage,  he  was  re- 
tained as  general  ticket  agent  at  the  Profile  I  lou>e 
and  most  of  the  time  had  charge  of  the  livery. 
He  was  a  lover  of  fine  horses,  seeing  their  pood 
points  instantly,  and  taking  great  pleasure  in  fit- 
ting up  a  closely  matched  pair.  A  nice  gentle- 
man's driver  especially  suited  his  taste.  Many 
horses  sold  by  him  brought  high  prices. 

Mr.  Joiies  married  Calista  Robinson,  of  Chel- 
sea, September  8.  1864.  and  a  daughter,  Mary 
Ellen,  was  born  to  them,  now  the  wife  of  David 
S.  Conant.  Fsq..  of  Bradford. 

President  of  the  village  corprration.  water 
commissioner,  school  trustee,  director  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Bradford  I'lectric  Lighting  C  om- 
pany, were  among  the  public  po-itions  Mr.  Jones 
filled.    He  was  public-spirited,  wise  in  hi-  r-mn- 
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sel  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  the  improve- 
ments which  have  so  materially  aided  in  making 
Bradford  an  almost  model  village.  He  was  hon- 
est, upright,  square  in  business  transactions,  and 
all  duties  that  fell  to  his  lot,  public  or  private, 
were  well  done.  He  loved  his  home,  his  town 
and  the  beautiful  scenery  surrounding  it,  often 
speaking  of  it  as  "God's  own  country."  A  prac- 
tical, common  sense  man,  striving  at  all  times  to 
do  the  thing  his  judgment  told  him  was  right. 

A  quotation  or  two  from  the  many  beautiful 
letters  received  at  the  time  of  his  death  express- 
ing sympathy  and  regret,  will  not  be  out  of  place 
lu  re.   A  letter  from  the  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Phoenix  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, has  this  short  sentence,  but  it  expresses 
much.  "I  met  him  on  the  road,  I  met  him  in  the 
office,  and  I  always  found  him  stanch  and  true." 
The  next  is  from  one  whose  boyhood  days  were 
passed  in  Bradford  and  in  the  thought  that  young 
people  digest  and  remember  more  than  their 
elders  give  them  credit  for,  he  says :   "  Back  of  a 
pile  of  flour  hags  in  mv  father's  store  or  without 
the  group  of  men  at  the  hotel  and  other  resorts, 
1  have  listened  by  the  hour  to  the  men  and  com- 
prehended. I  can  cecal!  many  things  which  after- 
wards or  at  the  time  caused  me  to  respect  less  the 
teller  of  it.    Hut  in  the  case  of  Charles  Jones,  the 
heft  narrator  of  them  all.  there  was  not  one  thing 
which  did  not  seem  then  or  has  ever  since  seemed 
other  than  pure  and  noble,  or  out  of  harmony  with 
the  character  of  a  true  gentleman  in  which  I 
clothed  him,  and  such  my  memory  of  him  will 
always  be." 

The  writer's  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Jones  was 
not  long,  but  sufficient  to  know  and  admire  the 
sterling  qualities  of  the  man.  It  was  a  pleasure 
to  talk  with  him  and  he  was  always  ready  with  a 
suggestion  or  information  from  his  long  experi- 
ence that  would  he  of  help  to  a  young  man.  He 
was  a  friend  one  felt  safe  in  tying  to,  or  going  to 
for  advice.  To  express  it  all  in  a  few  words,  he 
»'a*  a  true  man.  loyal  to  his  friends. 

Sickness  had  very  seldom  troubled  Mr.  Jones 
until  Christmas,  mjoo.  when  an  attack  of  grip  left 
lii'ii  (]iii(e  feeble,  weakening  his  heart  and  finally 
bringing  about  the  end.  Up  to  the  last  few  days 
I'p  was  dressed  and  about  the  house,  receiving  oc- 
raMfual  visits  from  friends  with  whom  he  was 


glad  to  exchange  a  joke  and  chat  in  his  genial 
way. 

Charles  Jones  passed  away  at  his  home  in 
Bradford,  Sunday  evening,  April  14,  1901.  The 
end  came  quietly,  peacefully,  consciousness  being 
retained  to  the  very  last.  At  his  bed.>idc  was  the 
grief-stricken  family,  and  to  each  he  said  a  ten- 
der farewell,  bidding  them,  also,  to  "take  good 
care  of  the  sweet  baby,"  his  infant  granddaugh- 
ter, of  whom  he  was  very  fond.  "  Tell  all  my 
friends  good-bye,"  were  almost  his  last  words. 

The  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  was 
warmly  expressed  by  the  Bradford  United  Opin- 
ion, in  the  following  fine  tribute : 

"One  of  the  saddest  duties  of  our  twenty  years' 
newspaper  experience  is  to  chronicle  the  death  of 
Charles  Jones,  to  us  a  personal  bereavement,  and 
shared  by  a  large  number  of  citizens  outside  his 
immediate  family.  His  worth  was  best  known  to 
those  with  whom  he  was  longest  and  most  inti- 
mately associated,  and  who  were  brought  into 
closest  contact  with  him.  He  was  upright  and 
honorable,  capable  in  all  the  positions  of  public 
and  private  affairs  w  hich  he  administered.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  fill  his  place  in  the  community.  A 
man  of  constant  activity  and  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  many  improvements  which  have  marked 
Bradford's  progress  in  the  last  few  years,  he  was 
above  all  eminently  practical  and  full  of  public 
spirit,  giving  his  counsel,  time  and  means  to  the 
utmost  to  promote  the  general  benefit  of  the 
town." 

CAT  I  ST  A  ROBINSON  JONES. 

Mrs.  Calista  Robinson  Jones,  of  Bradford, 
Vermont,  past  national  president  of  the  W  oman's 
Relief  Corps,  a  highly  accomplished  lady  who  is 
held  in  high  honor  at  her  home  for  her  zealous 
labors  in  behalf  of  community  interests,  and 
throughout  the  nation  for  her  splendid  leadership 
in  patriotic  works,  is  a  native  of  the  state,  born 
in  Chelsea,  March  22,  1839.  Her  parents  were 
Cornelius  and  Mary  A.  (Pike)  Robinson.  On 
the  maternal  side  she  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Richard  Lyman,  of  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  who 
w  as  one  of  the  men  w  ho  man  bed  to  Cambridge  * 
"for  the  relief  of  Boston  in  the  Lexington  Alarm, 
April,  1775,"  and  afterwards  enlisted  for  three 
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years  and  served  as  sergeant  under  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Throop,  in  the  First  Regiment.  Connecticut 
Line.  Colonel  Jcdediah  Huntington.  Two  other 
ancestors  of  Mrs.  Jones  also  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  ami  her  great-great-grandfather. 
Solomon  Robinson,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Ben- 
nington. 

Mrs.  Jones  received  a  common  school  and 
academical  education  in  her  native  village,  and 
afterwards  graduated  from  the  Rutgers  (Xew 
York)  Female  Institute.  She  was  a  teacher  in 
the  W  ashington  school  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  for 
three  years  ending  in  1864.  when  she  returned  to 
Vermont  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles 
Jones.  Since  that  time,  a  period  of  nearly  fort) 
years,  she  has  been  actively  and  usefully  identified 
with  the  public  interests  of  the  village  and  of  the 
state. 

Mrs.  Jones  is  more  widely  known,  however, 
for  her  brilliant  leadership  in  patriotic  work,  for 
the  results  of  her  effort  are  recognized  through- 
out the  nation,  and  have  won  for  her  elevation  to 
one  of  the  most  honorable  and  useful  stations  to 
which  an  American  woman  may  attain,  that  of 
national  president  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
a  h"dy  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  to  whose  headship  some  of  the  most 
exalted  women  have  aspired.  With  the  blood  of 
Revolutionary  soldier  ancestors  throbbing  in  her 
veins,  her  patriotic  spirit  was  thrilled  by  the  at- 
tack upon  Fort  Sumter,  in  April.  1861.  and  al- 
most before  the  echo  of  the  rebel  cannon  in 
Charleston  harl>or  had  died  away,  she  and  three 
of  her  fellow  teachers  in  Washington  school,  in 
Chicago,  made  a  fifteen-foot  bunting  flag,  every 
star  in  it  sewed  on  with  their  own  hands,  and 
this  was  the  first  national  flag  to  l>c  raised  over  a 
school  building  in  the  city  to  inspire  the  children 
with  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  country.  During  the 
ensuing  three  years  Mrs.  Jones  assisted  in  col- 
lecting and  distributing  sanitary  and  hospital  sup- 
plies, contributing  to  the  comfort  of  thousands  of 
soldiers  passing  through  the  city  enroute  for  the 
seat  of  war.  or  returning  from  prison  pens,  and 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitals.  She 
was  among  the,  forf  most  in  similar  effort  after  her 
return  to  Vermont  in  iJVu.  and  after  the  war 
she  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Relief  Corps 
auxiliary  to  Washbnm  Post.  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  in  Bradford,  and  served  for  two  years 


as  its  president,  and  in  some  other  of  its  offices 
to  the  present  time.  Her  activity  led  to  recogni- 
tion by  the  department  convention  of  Vermont, 
of  which  she  became,  by  successive  election,  junior 
vice  president,  senior  vice  president  and  president. 
She  served  most  creditably  and  usefully  upon 
various  important  committees  in  the  state  and  na- 
tional bodies,  and  rendered  effective  service  as 
department  patriotic  instructor,  having  been  ap- 
|K)inted  a  meml>er  of  the  first  national  committee 
on  patriotic  instruction,  a  position  for  which  she 
was  pre-eminently  well  fitted  by  reason  of  her 
experience  in  educational  work  as  well  as  by  her 
intense  patriotism.  Mrs.  Jones  was  also  an  active 
member  of  the  Andersonville  prison  board  of  the 
National  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  was  na- 
tional junior  vice  president  in  1X99. 

Mrs.  Jones  was  advanced  to  the  high  position 
of  national  president  of  the  National  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  at  the  convention  held  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  in  September,  1901.  Her  election  by  a 
unanimous  vote  was  an  eloquent  tribute  to  her 
zeal  and  ability  in  promoting  the  objects  of  that 
l>eneficcnt  organization,  and  was  also  a  heartfelt 
erptession  01  confidence  in  her  future  usefulness 
in  yet  farther  advancing  its  lofty  purposes.  Her 
duties  were  performed  in  an  admirable  manner,  as 
was  attested  by  the  ovation  with  which  she  was 
greeted  at  every  department  convention.  Grand 
Army  encampment.  Army  Corps  reunion  and 
social  gathering  which  she  attended  throughout 
the  country.  During  her  official  visitation  she 
frequently  traveled  in  company  with  Commander 
in-Chief  and  Mrs.  Torrence.  During  her  term 
of  office,  and  largclv  due  to  her  effort.  Memorial 
Snnda>  and  Memorial  day  were  more  generally 
observed  than  ever  before.  Largely  increased 
contributions  were  made  to  the  Southern  Me- 
morial Day  fund,  and  the  amount  of  money  sent 
south  for  Memorial  day  purposes  was  larger  than 
ever  before.  Patriotic  days  came  to  be  widely 
observed.  In  response  to  a  Flag  Day  letter  of  her 
writing,  on  behalf  of  the  W  oman's  Relief  Corps, 
and  which  was  joined  in  by  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  flags  floated  from  ocean  to  ocean. 
The  flag  salute  was  introduced  in  schools 
throughout  the  land,  and  the  children  were 
brought  to  sing  the  national  songs  with  enthusi- 
astic spirit  and  to  engage  in  patriotic  programmes 
of  rare  merit. 
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At  the  twentieth  annual  national  convention 
of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  held  in  Washington 
city,  October  9,  1902,  Mrs.  Jones  delivered  an 
address  which  was  received  with  deep  approba- 
tion, in  which  were  epitomized  the  operations  of 
the  body  during  the  year,  and  in  which  she  gave 
expression  to  sentiments  of  the  loftiest  patriotism. 

To  Mrs.  Jones  is  primarily  due  the  founding 
and  firm  establishment  of  the  Bradford  Public 
Library.  In  «8/4.  with  Mrs.  Albert  Bailey,  Mrs. 
Jones  made  a  house  to  house  visitation  and  pro- 
cured from  siity-three  women  subscriptions  of 
one  dollar  each  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  a 
library,  and  additional  means  were  from  time  to 
time  derived  from  lectures  and  literary  entertain- 
ments. The  books  were  kept  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  (ones,  who  was  librarian  for  three  years, 
serving  without  compensation,  and  solely  for  the 
sake  of  a  worthy  cause.  From  this  small  begin- 
ning the  Ladies'  Library  developed  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  a  building  for  its  use  became  a  necessity 
and  the  want  was  supplied  through  the  liberality 
of  John  Lunn  Woods,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The 
library  then  assumed  the  broader  name  of  Brad- 
ford Public  Library,  with  new  constitution  and 
bv-laws.  Mrs.  Jones  was  made  one  of  the  trus- 
tees and  the  chairman  of  the  book  committee, 
which  two-fold  position  she  has  continuously  oc- 
cupied to  the  present  time.  At  the  dedication 
of  the  building,  in  1895.  the  address  was  delivered 
by  Hon.  J.  H.  Benton.  Jr.,  of  Boston,  a  former 
resident  of  Bradford,  who  said : 

"We  should  not  forget  that  the  gift  was  sug- 
gested and  its  usefulness  made  possible  by  the 
library  work  which  was  begun  and  carried  on  for 
a  score  of  years  by  the  unselfish  and  unaided  ef- 
forts of  the  women  of  Bradford.  It  is  appropri- 
ate, and  will,  I  believe,  be  of  permanent  value, 
to  preserve  the  history  of  their  work,  and,  so  far 
as  we  can,  trace  the  progress  from  the  first  small 
beginning  to  the  time  when  it  had  become  of  such 
importance  as  to  attract  the  interest  and  be  the 
object  of  the  wise  beneficence  of  Mr.  Woods. 
Who  can  measure  the  good  which  has  resulted 
to  this  community  from  this  patient,  persistent 
unselfish  work  of  these  wise  and  public-spirited 
women0  They  deserve  our  praise  equally  with 
him  whose  name  this  building  bears.  While  his 
name  is  carried  upon  the  portals  of  this  library, 
their  should  be  borne  upon  tablets  upon  its  walls. 
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that,  in  the  years  and  generations  to  come,  those 
who  enjoy  the  benefit  may  not  forget  how  much 
thev  owe  to  those  who  made  its  existence  possi- 
ble." 

By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Jones,  Mrs.  Jones 
became  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  who,  possessing 
in  high  degree  the  lofty  traits  of  her  mother,  has 
also  lived  a  life  of  great  usefulness.  Mary  Ellen 
Jones  was  born  May  30,  1868.  in  Bradford,  where 
she  attended  the  public  schools,  and  after  grad- 
uating from  the  home  academy,  entered  YYelles- 
lev  College.  Here  she  took  a  five  years'  course, 
scientific  and  musical,  and  received  the  degree 
of  I'achelor  of  Science  in  1889.  During  a  large 
part  of  her  college  life  she  acted  as  secretary  for 
the  professor  of  history,  thus  acquiring  an  ex- 
perience which  has  been  highly  useful  in  other 
postttons.  After  leaving  college  she  taught  in  . 
Bradford  Academy,  then  for  two  years  at  Platts- 
burg,  New  York,  and  then  in  Pontiac,  Illinois, 
afterwards  returning  to  Bradford,  where  she 
taught  for  three  years.  She  married.  July  6, 
1899.  David  Sloan  Conant,  who  is  now  serving 
a  second  term  as  state's  attorney  for  Orange 
countv.  The  club  and  society  life  of  Mrs.  Conant 
has  been  active  and  useful,  and  she  is  especially 
apt  in  planning  and  carrying  out  social  events. 
Various  Bradford  institutions  have  profited  much 
from  her  effort,  esj)ecially  the  public  library,  in 
which  she  has  always  had  a  keen  interest.  I  j>on 
the  election  of  her  mother  to  the  office  of  national 
president  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  1901, 
Mrs.  Conant  was  appointed  national  secretary 
of  the  organization.  In  assuming  the  duties  of 
the  office  her  first  work  was  to  make  marked  im- 
provements in  the  books,  papers,  etc..  and  she 
issued  special  instruction  blanks  regarding  re- 
ports and  other  work  of  the  order.  All  the  duties 
of  the  office  were  performed  in  an  intelligent,  vig- 
orous and  thorough  manner  characteristic  of  her. 

1 

DAVID  SLOAX  COXAXT. 

David  Sloan  Conant  was  born  in  Thetford. 
Vermont.  December  7,  i86r>,  the  son  of  Jonathan 
Josiah  and  Martha  (Howard)  Conant.  He  is 
descended  on  both  sides  from  good  old  Puritan 
stock  and  a  long  line  of  well  educated  professional 
and  business  men,  each  proficient  in  his  chosen 
field. 
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Among  the  most  famous  of  these  from  whom 
Mr.  Conant  is  direct ly  descended,  are  Roger 
Conant,  the  founder  of  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
Mary  Chilton,  the  first  woman  to  step  foot  on 
Flvtnouth  Rock,  and  Mary  Allerton,  the  oldest 
survivor  of  the  Mayflower  Pilgrims.  The  fight- 
ing element  is  also  in  evidence  through  his  great- 
great-grandfather,  who  served  seven  years  in  the 
Revolution  as  an  offier,  wintering  at  Valley  Korgc, 
taking  part  in  the  hattles  of  Brandywine  and 
Yorktown.  His  grandfather  was  a  colonel  in  the 
war  of  i8t2.  His  father,  a  thrifty  fanner  in 
Thetford,  has  heen  a  resident  of  Orange  county 
for  more  than  fifty  years. 

A  practical  knowledge  of  the  use  of  small 
farming  implements  was  eomhined  with  Mr. 
Conant \s  early  education.  Thetford  Academy,  the 
alma  mater  of  so  many  useful  men,  claims  him 
as  a  son.  and  his  preparation  for  college  was  con- 
tinued at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1887.  He  entered  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  September  of  that  same  year,  and  like 
many  others  found  the  road  to  knowledge  led 
through  some  rough  financial  paths,  which  had  to 
be  smoothed  by  hi?:  own  exertions.  This  part  of 
his  college  training  only  served  to  develop  a  busi- 
ness ability  which  has  been  one  of  his  marked 
characteristics.  }le  received  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  from  the  college  in  the  class  of  Vji. 

lour  years  of  business  life  then  preceded  the 
continuance  of  his  long  cherished  plan  to  study 
law,  and  in  the  fall  of  Mr.  Conant  entered 

the  law  office  of  Colonel  John  11.  Watson  in 
Bradford,  as  a  student.  Further  study  was  pur- 
sued at  the  Boston  University  Law  Schix>l  in 
1807  and  1898. 

In  October.  1S08,  Mr.  Conant  was  admitted 
to  the  Vermont  state  bar,  passing  the  examination 
with  sufficiently  high  mark  to  place  his  name  on 
the  honor  roll.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Bradford  with  Colonel  John  H.  Watson,  and  on 
the  appointment  of  that  able  lawyer  to  the  su- 
preme lieiK-h  in  January,  1899.  succeeded  to  the 
office  and  continued  the  business  for  himself, 
since  which  time  he  has  had  a  large  and  success- 
ful practice  and  stands  well  in  the  <  )range  county 
bar.  In  1^00  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
United  States  courts. 

in  1900  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  state's 
attorney  for  Orange  comity,  and  filled  the  position 


so  satisfactorily  to  the  public  as  to  be  re-elected 
in  190J.  Mr.  Conant  has  held  from  time  to  time 
important  offices  of  trust.  At  present  he  is  trus- 
tee and  treasurer  of  the  Bradford  Cemetery  Asso- 
ciation, also  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Vermont  Bar  Association. 

July  6,  1899,  Mr.  Conant  married  one  of 
Bradford's  daughters,  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Jones,  a 
Wcllcslev  College  graduate,  and  their  pleasant 
home  in  Bradford  is  the  scene  of  many  delightful 
social  functions.  Two  fine  little  daughter',  arc 
the  frmt  of  this  marriage.  Dorothy  Stewart,  l>orn 
August  II,  1900,  and  Barbara  Allerton,  born  No- 
vember 7,  1902. 

A  man  of  pleasing  address,  fine  bearing  and 
cordial  manner,  winning  friends  easily  and  by  his 
staunch  lovalty  keeping  them  as  well.  Mr.  Conant 
has  already  gained  a  wide  acquaintance  through- 
out the  county  and  state.  Although  still  a  young 
man  in  the  profession,  Mr.  Conant  has  many 
warm  friends,  especially  among  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  who  feel  assured  that  the  sterling 
qualities  of  his  character,  combined  with  a  keen 
mind,  good  judgment  and  strong  perseverance, 
will  win  for  him  an  enviable  career  in  his  chosen 
profession. 

I  CD  WARD  NORTON'. 

Edward  Norton,  deceased,  late  of  Bennington, 
during  a  business  career  of  nearly  one  half 
a  century  was  one  of  the  most  active  and 
useful  manufacturers  in  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont, and  was  also  one  of  the  most  pub- 
lic-sp'ritcd  residents  of  his  village,  contrib- 
uting liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
promotion  of  all  public  interests  and  worthy 
causes.  He  was  born  August  23,  181 5,  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  and  there  passed  away  Au- 
gust 3.  1885.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  l'erces 
(Smith)  Norton.  The  father,  whose  ancestral 
history  is  given  in  this  work  in  the  biographical 
sketch  of  Luman  P.  Norton,  was  the  second  son 
of  Captain  John  Norton.  He  was  a  man  of  af- 
fairs, was  successful  as  a  farmer,  merchant  and 
manufacturer,  and  was  prominent  in  local  mat- 
ters, being  a  Whig  iti  ] m dittos.  It  was  w  ritten  of 
him  by  a  distant  friend  :  "His  character  for  fidel- 
ity to  all  his  business  engagements,  truth  itt  all 
his  representations,  purity  of  purpose  and  of  nio- 
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the  at  all  times  was  proverbial.  He  sustained 
a  character  for  honesty  not  excelled  by  any  man. 
His  social  qualities  were  such  as  few  men  pos- 
sess. The  few  men  of  his  class  arc  like  the 
sturdy  trees  of  the  primeval  forest,  lew  and  far 
between."  He  married  IVrces  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Bennington,  being  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Smith,  who  served  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 
She  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  while  her  hus- 
band's death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years. 

Edward  Norton,  one  of  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, received  an  academic  education  in  the  old 
academy  in  Bennington  Center.  He  became  a 
clerk  in  his  father's  store,  of  which  he  afterward 
became  proprietor  in  association  with  Abel  \\  ills. 
About  1850  he  became  interested  in  the  Norton 
Pottcrv.  and  his  association  with  these  famous 
works  was  continued  until  his  death,  a  period  of 
about  thirty-five  years.  In  1861  he  acquired  a 
one-third  interest  in  the  real  estate  and  in  1865 
was  half-owner.  The  business  was  conducted  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  E.  &  L.  P.  Norton  until 
1883,  when  L.  P.  Norton  was  succeeded  by  C. 
Welling  Thatcher,  and  the  firm  became  E.  Norton 
&  Company.  In  1884  the  house  established  glass- 
ware and  crockery  wholesale  and  jobbing  depart- 
ments in  addition  to  their  manufacturing  enter- 
prises. Mr.  Norton  was  actively  identified  with 
the  management  of  the  business  during  its  peri- 
od of  greatest  development,  and  much  of  its 
success  is  due  to  his  indefatigable  effort  and  re- 
markable mercantile  sagacity.  He  was  a  director 
in  the  Bennington  County  National  Bank,  and  he 
offered  his  aid  to  various  other  local  enterprises. 
His  life  was  in  all  respects  a  bright  example  of 
the  strictest  integrity,  and  not  a  suspicion  of 
aught  unbecoming  a  model  Christian  gentleman 
ever  attached  to  his  name.  His  death  occurred 
suddenly  from  heart  failure  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1885.  He  wras  a  communicant  of  St.  Peter's 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  confirmation,  among  the  score  and  a  half  who 
received  the  rite  with  him,  were  several  of  his 
employes.  For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  be 
served  in  the  capacity  of  vestryman.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  was  too  modest  to  take 
a  prominent  part  as  a  leader  or  to  become  a 
candidate  for  public  position.    He  was  prominent 


in  Masonic  circles,  having  attained  the  degrees 
of  Knighthood,  and  he  was  for  many  years  a  trus- 
tee and  the  treasurer  of  Mt.  Anthony  Lodge. 

Mr.  Norton  was  twice  married.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1856,  he  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Helena 
Lincoln,  who  was  born  April  2y,  1833,  being  a 
sister  of  the  late  Charles  Lincoln,  at  one  time  pri- 
vate secretary  to  Hon.  Trenor  \Y.  Park.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  the  elder,  Flor- 
ence, dying  in  infancy,  the  second,  Miss  Mary  P. 
Norton,  who  is  now  living  at  the  Norton  home- 
stead in  Bennington.  On  January  14,  1862,  Mr. 
Norton  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Edson,a  native 
of  Mcndon,  Vermont,  and  a  highly  cultured  lady, 
who,  after  obtaining  her  education  in  the  Rut- 
Jand  (Vermont)  high  school  and  in  an  academical 
institution  at  Fort  Edward,  New  York,  was  a 
most  capable  teacher  for  six  years  in  the  Benning- 
ton public  schools  and  in  private  schools.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Emma  S.,  is  a  graduate  of  Holyoke; 
she  became  the  wife  of  Clark  H.  Emmons,  en- 
gaged in  the  railway  business  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  Helena  Norton,  the  second  daugh- 
ter, was  edeuated  at  Wellesley  and  is  residing 
with  her  mother.  Edward  Lincoln  Norton,  the 
only  son,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  March,  1865. ' 
He  acquired  a  good  common  school  education.and 
when  seventeen  years  of  age  became  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Norton  Pottery  Works.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  the  pa- 
ternal interest,  and,  notwithstanding  his  youth, 
he  having  not  yet  reached  adult  age,  entered  upon 
his  torger  duties  with  wonderful  intelligence  and 
enthusiasm,  his  special  province  having  been  the 
charge  of  the  traveling  salesmen  of  the  es- 
tablishment, and  in  addition  continued  his  per- 
sonal work  on  the  road,  he  having  been  the  most 
widely  known  man  in  this  line  in  the  eastern  dis- 
trict. He  was  thus  actively  employed  until  his 
untimely  death,  which  occurred  on  the  13th  of 
December.  1894,  when  he  was  but  thirty  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  a 
director  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  .Associa- 
tion, a  member  of  Mohegan  Tribe  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men  and  of  various  other 
fraternal  and  social  bodies. 

The  widow  of  Edward  Norton,  of  this  re- 
view, comes  of  a  New  England  familv  of  much 
prominence.    Her  parents  were  Cyrus  and  Sibyl 
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(  W  ilcox)  Edson.  Her  father  was  born  in  Mi- 
nott.  Maine,  but  in  early  life  removed  to  Mcndon, 
Vermont,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  re- 
sided for  forty  years,  thence  removing  in  turn 
to  Wallingford  and  Poultncy,  this  state,  lie  was 
a  prominent  man  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Baptist  church.  The  last  ten 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Norton,  and  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  His  father,  Cyrus,  born  August  16, 
i/7y.  in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  removed  to 
Mendon,  Vermont,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  the 
community.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Hannah  Hudson,  bore  him  a  family  of  ten 
children  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
His  ancestors  were  among  the  original  landown- 
ers at  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  and  they  gave 
the  land  and  building  (yet  standing)  to  the 
church  at  that  place.  Some  of  their  members 
served  in  the  French  and  Indian  and  the  Revo- 
lutionary wars  and  in  the  general  assembly  of 
Massachusetts.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Norton  was 
born  in  Royalton.  Vermont,  May  3.  1804,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Amos  Wilcox,  who  was  a  pio- 
neer settler  in  Stockbridge,  Vermont.  She  was 
married  to  Cyrus  Edson  on  the  22A  of  Novem- 
ber. 1831,  and  four  children  were  born  to  them: 
Melvin,  who  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war. 
ard  Mrs.  Norton,  both  now  living;  and  Amos 
and  Albert,  both  of  whom  also  served  during  tin- 
Civil  war,  deceased. 

J.  ROLL  IN  JUDSON. 

J.  Rollin  Jndson.  a  prominnt  business  man  of 
East  Arlington,  Vermont,  was  born  March  30. 
1834,  in  Sunderland.  Vermont,  a  son  of  Michael 
Judson.  His  great-grandfather,  Micah  Jndson, 
was  born  anil  brought  up  in  Stratford.  Connecti- 
cut, which  had  been  the  home  of  his  ancestors  for 
several  generations,  the  immigrant  ancestor  of 
the  Jndson  family,  who  came  over  from  York- 
shire. England,  to  Massachusetts,  in  1034.  having 
settled  permanently  in  Connecticut  in  1638. 

Michael  Jndson.  the  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Sunderland.  Vermont,  spent  his  sev- 
enty-nine years  of  earthly  life  there  and  in  Ar- 
lington.    He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 


also  carried  on  lumbering.  A  man  of  sound 
judgment,  he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  posi- 
tions of  trust,  and  served  in  the  various  town 
offices,  serving  also  as  postmaster  at  Arlington  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  married  Julia  Knights, 
daughter  of  Needhain  Knights,  the  latter  for 
many  years  a  tanner  in  Sunderland,  where  he  died 
at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Julia 
Knights'  maternal  grandfather.  Simson  Hicks,  or 
"Hix."  as  the  name  was  sometimes  spelled,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  She  herself 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  of  which  her  father  was  a  lay  preach- 
er. To  Michael  Jndson  and  Julia  Knights  there 
were  born  two  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  namely:  J.  Rollin,  the  special  subject 
of  these  memoirs. 

J  Rollin  Jndson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Sunderland  and  Arlington,  attending 
until  about  fifteen  years  old.  when,  in  1849,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Billings  &  Company,  gen- 
eral merchants  of  East  Arlington,  remaining  with 
that  firm  as  a  clerk  for  seven  years.  In  1856  he 
was  admitted  into  store  partnership  with  his 
former  employers,  and  in  1858  in  their  wooden- 
ware  manufacturing  business  also,  the  firm  name 
being  changed  to  Billings.  Judson  &  Company. 
On  the  decease  of  the  senior  members  of  the  firm, 
in  1800.  Mr.  Judson  entered  into  partnership  as- 
sociations, with  Mr.  Martin  H.  Deming.  the  linn 
name  becoming  Judson  &  Deming.  which  con- 
tinued the  mercantile  business,  and  from  1876 
the  wooden-ware  manufacturing  also,  which  lat- 
ter, prior  to  that,  had  been  ojx-rated  by  Judson 
&  Billings,  the  latter  a  nephew  of  the  original 
partner.  In  1894  the  firm  disposed  of  the  mer- 
chandising business  to  Hoyt  Spellman.  and  it  was 
subsequently  disposed  of  to  the  present  owners. 
I  "pon  the  decease  of  Mr.  Deming,  in  1896,  after 
closing  up  the  business.  Mr.  Judson  became  sole 
owner  of  the  manufacturing,  the  factory  employ- 
ing about  twelve  men.  the  work  being  principally- 
done  bv  machinery  and  consisting  of  miscellane- 
ous wooden  ware.  In  February,  1897.  a  stock 
company  known  as  the  Herbert  Brush  Manufac- 
turing Company  was  incorporated,  of  which  Mr. 
J.  Rollin  Judson  was  president.  The  plant  was 
located  at  Kingston,  New  York.  It  employed 
al>out  one  hundred  men.  and  was  operated  suc- 
cessfully during  the  period  of  Mr.  Judson 's  con- 
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ncction  therewith,  which  terminated  four  years 
later. 

Mr.  Judson  has  also  other  interests  of  im- 
portance. He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Ben- 
nington C  ounty  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
elected  trustee  in  1888,  and  in  which  position  he 
has  served  to  the  present  time.  He  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Parker  Douglas  Company,  and  of 
the  Caledonia  Mining  Company,  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  for  many  years  has  been  and  is  at  present 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  Montpelier,  Vermont. 
He  was  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  rirm  of  J.  Barton  Smith  Company, 
of  Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of  files  and  sub- 
sequently of  saws.  He  is  a  stanch  sup|x>rter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  active 
in  town  and  state  affairs.  For  fifteen  years  he 
was  selectman,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  post- 
master of  East  Arlington.  In  1872  he  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  state  legislature,  and  served 
on  the  committee  on  banks,  ami  in  1886  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate,  in  which  body  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elections 
and  as  a  member  of  the  committees  on  finance  and 
state's  prison.  He  was  elected  to  the  senate  by 
a  majority  in  the  town  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  and  in  the  county  of  more  than  one  thousand 
one  hundred.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Red  Mountain  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Les 
Laurentides  Fish  ami  Game  Club  of  Province  of 
Quebec.  He  attends  the  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  is  a  vestryman. 

Mi.  Judson  married,  in  1858,  Virginia  Bill- 
ings, who  was  born  in  Arlington,  Vermont,  a 
daughter  of  his  former  partner,  William  Billings, 
a  man  of  prominence  in  the  town,  who  served  as 
state  senator  one  term.     She  died  in  February, 
1901.  aged  sixty  years.    She  was  a  member  of 
of  the  Episcopal  church.  Of  the  four  children  that 
blessed  their  union  but  two  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  a  son,  Percy  O. ;  and  a  daughter,  An- 
toinette, who  died  in  1899,  and  who  left  a  daugh- 
ter, Mabel  F.,  w  ho  is  being  educated  at  Wheaton 
Seminary,   Norton,  Massachusetts,    while  her 
mother  was  a  student  of  St.  Agnes  School,  Al- 
bany, New  York.     Percy  O.  Judson  was  fitted 
for  college  at  St.  Paul's,  in  Concord.  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  was  graduated  from  Princeton  Uni- 
versity with  the  class  of  1896.    He  i9  now  en- 


gaged in  business  on  Worth  street,  New  York 
city,  being  a  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Patti- 
son  &  Judson,  importers  of  China  and  Japanese 
mattings,  linoleums,  etc.  He  married  Gertrude 
France,  a  resident  of  New  York  city,  whose  fa- 
ther came  from  Yorkshire,  England,  to  this  coun- 
try. They  have  a  daughter,  Madeleine  France 
Judson.  and  an  infant  son.  True  to  the  religious 
faith  in  which  he  was  reared,  he  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Episcojial  church,  as  is  his  wife. 

HENRY  W.  TRACY. 

Henry  Warren  Tracy,  of  Shelburne,  Vermont, 
is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  New  Eng- 
land families,  ami  one  of  distinguished  ancestry 
in  the  mother  country.  The  line  is  clear  and  dis- 
tinct to  Ecgberht,  the  first  Saxon  king  of  all 
England,  and  from  him  through  Alfred  the 
Great  to  Sir  William  de  Tracy,  who  bore,  before 
the  creation  of  the  Herald's  College,  a  coat  of 
arms :  Or,  an  escallop,  in  the  chief  dexter  point, 
sable,  between  two  bcndlets  gules.  Crest :  A 
chapeau  gules,  turned  up  ermine,  an  escallop  sa- 
ble, between  two  wings,  extended,  or.  The  mot- 
to: Mcmoria  Pii  Aeterna.  The  family  name  a|>- 
pears  in  the  days  of  the  Norman-French  in  the 
form  of  Traci,  and  afterwards  in  the  old  English 
style  of  Tracye. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  America  was 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Tracy,  who  probably  came 
from  Toddington,  Gloucestershire,  England,  and 
appears  in  the  records  of  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
in  February,  1636.  He  removed  to  Connecticut, 
and  appears,  in  turn,  at  Wethersfield,  Saybrook 
and  Norwich.  It  is  said  he  was  in  the  first  In- 
dian war  at  Westerfield.  It  is  known  that  he  was 
a  commissary  in  the  King  Philip's  war;  that  he 
was  early  a  sergeant  of  the  train  band  at  Norwich, 
and  that  he  was  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons  against 
the  Dutch  and  Indians.  Lieutenants  Thomas 
Tracy  and  Thomas  Leftingwell  relieved  the  In- 
dian sachem  Uncas  when  he  was  besieged,  in  the 
fort  at  Norwich,  by  the  Pequods  and  Narragan- 
setts.  For  this  service  the  general  court  granted 
to  Tracy  and  Leffingwell  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  where  is  now  the  village  of  Preston,  Con- 
necticut, and  Tracy  gave  his  two  hundred  acres 
to  his  sons  Sergeant  Thomas  Tracy  and  Jonathan 
Tracy,  and  they  were  the  first  settlers  in  that  sec- 
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names  containing  only  four  letters.  His  children 
were :  Jay,  who  died  aged  three  years ;  Mary, 
who  died  unmarried,  aged  seventy-eight  years; 
Emma,  who  married  James  W.  Taggard,  and 
who  is  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight ;  Lee,  fur- 
ther referred  to  below  ;  Jane,  who  married  Daniel 
Rowley ;  and  Alma,  who  married  Alex  Campbell. 

Lee  Tracy,  the  only  son  of  Cyrus  Tracy  to 
come  to  maturity,  was  born  in  Shelburne,  April 
2,  1817.  He  was  a  fanner,  and  for  more  than 
thirty  years  was  a  purchasing  agent  for  the  Bur- 
lington Woolen  Mills.  He  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  public  affairs,  and  occupied  numerous 
important  offices.  He  was  first  selectman,  a  grand 
and  petit  juror,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
also  represented  his  town  in  the  legislature.  He 
married,  February  22,  1844,  Amanda  Peckham, 
born  February  19,  1822,  in  Shelburne,  a  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Eliza  (Harrington)  Peckham. 
Lec  Tracy  died  February  28,  1897,  and  his  wife 
died  April  16,  1896.  Their  children  were  Julius 
Cyrus,  Henry  Warren  and  Charles  Lee  Tracy,  all 
of  whom  were  born  in  Shelburne,  Vermont. 

Julius  Cyrus,  eldest  child  of  Lee  Tracy,  was 
lw.ru  August  30,  1845.  He  is  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, residing  in  Shelburne.  January  26,  1870, 
hr  married  Mary  Edgcrton,  who  was  liorn  in 
West  Troy,  New  York,  January  20,  1846.  daugh- 
ter of  James  M.  and  Mary  (Martfn)  Edgerton. 
The  children  of  Julius  Cyrus  Tracy  were  thir- 
teen in  number:  Lee  Peckham  and  James  Edger- 
ton. twins,  who  married,  respectively,  Carlotta 
Carleton  Read  and  Mary  Ruth  Long;  Adeline 
Emma,  who  died  young ;  Julius  Cyrus,  unmarried, 
a  merchant  in  Addison,  Vermont ;  Martin 
Charles,  a  dentist  in  New  York ;  Henry  Warren, 
a  clerk  :  Silas  Edgerton,  Mary  Louise,  and  John 
la  v,  students  in  the  University  of  Vermont ;  Han- 
nah Edgerton:  Robert,  deceased;  Helen  Ruth 
and  Margaret  Alma. 

Henry  Warren,  second  son  of  Lec  Tracy,  was 
f».rn  December  28,  1848.  He  was  educated  in  the 
h'>me  schools  and  a  seminary  at  Cazenovia,  New 
Y>>rk.  After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has 
fie<n  senior  partner  in  the  mercantile  firm  of 
Tracv  &  Van  Vliet,  at  Shelburne.  He  is  a  mem- 
U-r  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  is 
.u  tivc  in  promoting  its  interests ;  for  several  years 
li'_  acted  as  treasurer,  and  is  now  class-leader. 


He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  served  as  town 
treasurer  many  years.  In  1894  he  presented  the 
town  in  the  state  legislature. 

Charles  Lee,  youngest  child  of  Lec  Tracy, 
was  l)orn  January  2,  1865.  He  is  an  accomplished 
pianist  and  organist,  but  recently  gave  up  the 
organ  in  order  to  devote  himself  to  piano  instruc- 
tion and  concert  work.  He  studied  for  two  years 
in  Berlin  under  the  instructor  of  Padercwski.  Mr. 
Tracy  occupies  a  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Carnegie 
building,  New  York  city. 

HENRY  ALBERT  CRANDALL,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  Albert  Crandall,  an  eminent  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  a  son  of  Jeseph  and 
Abigail  Crandall.  Joseph  Crandall,  the  father 
of  Dr.  Henry  A.  Crandall,  was  born  in  Royalton, 
Vermont,  November  7,  1791,  a  son  of  Gideon 
Crandall,  who  was  born-  in  Westerly,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, February  25,  1762,  and  served  as  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  in  Captain  Christopher  Dyer's 
company  and  also  in  Colonel  John  Toppan's  regi- 
ment from  May,  1779,  to  March  13,  1780.  Joseph 
Crandall  attended  the  public  schools  of  Royalton, 
and  after  completing  his  studies  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  ocupation  he  pur- 
sued with  a  marked  degree  of  success  all  his  life. 

On  January  4,  1818,  Mr.  Crandall  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Abigail  Fuller,  born  March 
18,  1796,  a  daughter  of  Seth  Fuller,  whose  father 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  drum  major  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution ;  he  was  also  with  General 
Washington  on  that  memorable  night  when  he 
crossed  the  Delaware  on  the  ice.  Six  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall:  Mary  A., 
born  March  31,  1819,  died  in  infancy;  Lois 
Maria,  born  December  18,  1820,  married  Leon- 
ard Hazen,  and  her  death  occurred  from  la  grippe 
February  13,  1899;  William  Nelson,  born  June 
15,  1823;  Amanda  B.,  born  August  2,  1827,  died 
June  17.  1856 :  Henry  Albert ;  and  Susan  A.,  born 
April  6,  1835,  died  August  4.  1842.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crandall  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Hartford,  Vermont. 
Mr.  Crandall  died  August  23,  1856,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  July  18,  1862.  The  C  randall  fam- 
ily are  of  English  descent,  the  early  anchors  in 
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this  country  having  conic  over  with  the  Puri- 
tans. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Cranclall  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Hart  lord,  and  later  pursued  a  Latin 
and  English  course  in  the  Kimball  Union  Acad- 
emy at  Meriden.  New  Hampshire,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated.  He  was  engaged 
as  a  teacher  in  his  native  town  one  term  in  1853, 
and  also  during  three  terms  each  successive  win- 
ter in  Middlcboro,  Massachusetts.  Choosing  the 
medical  profession  as  his  life  vocation,  in  Au- 
gust, 1856,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
his  uncle.  Dr.  Hiram  Crandall,  in  Gaysville,  Ver- 
mont, and  in  .March,  1857,  he  matriculated  in  the 
Castleton  Medical  College,  where  he  was  under 
the  competent  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Adrian  T. 
Woodward.  He  graduated  from  that  institution 
in  June.  1859,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Med- 
icine, am!  the  following  month  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Dr.  George  B.  Armington,  of 
Pittsford,  Vermont.  After  having  dissolved  this 
connection,  Dr.  Crandall,  in  March,  1861,  began 
practicing  in  Shelburne  and  remained  there  for 
one  year,  after  which,  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  Professor  Joseph  Perkins,  of  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont, professor  of  obstetrics  and  gynecology  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, he  formed  a  partnership  with  him  for  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Castleton. 
Vermont.  In  1864  he  was  appointed  assistant 
surgeon  at  the  Sloane  General  Hospital  in  Mont- 
pelier,  Vermont,  where  until  the  close  of  the  war 
his  duty  was  to  care  for  the  wounded  soldiers  of 
the  Union  army.  In  1865  he  established  an  office 
in  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  diseases  of  women  and  children,  in 
the  treatment  and  cure  of  which  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful. Dr.  Crandall  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  medical  staff  of  the  Home  for  Destitute  Chil- 
dren in  Burlington*,  licing  for  fifteen  years  the 
only  medical  attendant;  in  January,  1881,  he  was 
appointed  on  the  medical  staff  of  Mary  Fletcher 
Hospital,  in  which  capacity  be  served  for  seven 
years.  Dr.  Crandall  also  fills  the  office  of  medical 
examiner  for  various  insurance  companies,  includ- 
ing the  Connecticut  Mutual,  Equitable.  Vermont 
Life  and  others,  and  for  three  years  he  was  med- 
ical referee  of  the  Equitable  for  the  district  in- 
cluding V  ermont  and  northern  New  York.  In 
1801  he  was  appointed  health  officer  of  the  city 


of  Burlington  by  the  city  council,  and  during  his 
tenure  of  the  office  he  instituted  many  sanitary 
improvements,  such  as  the  extension  of  the  intake 
into  the  deep  lake  three  miles  from  the  outlet  of 
the  sewer,  the  removal  of  dumping  grounds  and 
the  improvement  of  sewerage,  and  in  this  maimer 
he  placed  Burlington  in  excellent  sanitary  condi- 
tion. 

Dr.  Crandall  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Burlington  Medical  and  Surgical  Club, 
which  was  organized  in  1872,  and  for  which  he 
acted  as  secretary  for  several  years ;  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Burlington  Clinical  Society  and 
the  State  Medical  Society.  About  the  year  1878 
Dr.  Crandall  became  a  member  of  Green  Moun- 
tain Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
but  in  February,  1882,  he  with  seventeen  others 
became  charter  members  of  a  new  organization 
called  Hamilton  Lodge;  he  still  retains  his  mem- 
bership in  this  lodge,  having  held  all  the  high 
offices  in  the  body,  including  that  of  noble  grand. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Dr.  Crandall  is  a  Ih-- 
liever  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  not  the  time  or  inclination  to  take  any 
active  part  in  politics. 

On  January  23,  1861,  Dr.  Crandall  married 
Miss  Esther  Frances  Storrs,  a  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Jolui  S.  and  Fanny  (Crandall)  Storrs,  of 
Kovalton,  Vermont,  descendants  of  an  old  and 
honored  Scotch  ancestry.  Mrs.  Crandall  is  a  very 
accomplished  lady,  having  acquired  her  educa- 
tion at  the  seminary  conducted  by  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Worcester  in  Burlington.  One  child  has  been 
horn  of  this  union :  Fanny  Mary  Crandall,  who 
is  unusually  gifted  and  talented.  The  family 
are  earnest  and  active  members  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist church  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  Dr.  Crandall 
having  officiated  for  twelve  years  in  the  capacity 
of  deacon. 

HENRY  M.  McFARLAND. 

The  descent  of  the  Clan  MacFarlane,  from 
which  Mr.  Henry  M.  McFarland,  of  Hyde  Park, 
Vermont,  traces  his  genealogical  line,  is  clearly 
established  to  be  from  the  ancient  earls  of  the 
district  in  which  their  possessions  were  situated 
by  a  charter  still  extant.  The  ancestor  of  the 
MacFarlanes  was  Gilchrist,  brother  of  Malduin, 
third  Ear!  of  Lerinox,  proof  of  which  is  found 
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in  the  alxivc  named  charter,  by  which  he  gives  to 
his  brother  Gilchrist  a  grant  of  "Arrochar," 
which  estate  continued  in  the  possession  of  the 
Clan  for  six  hundred  years,  until  its  sale,  in  1784. 

A  great-grandson  of  Gilchrist,  brother  of 
Maldium,  an  heir  in  the  line,  was  named  I'artho- 
lan  (Gaelic  for  Bartholomew),  which  soon  came 
to  lie  written  Pharlan  and  Pharldne  (Mac,  i.  c. 
the  son  of>,  MacPharlan  and  MacPharlanc. 
which  was  aspirated  or  softened  into  MacFarlan 
or  MacFarlane  and  was  adopted  as  the  patrouy- 
mical  surname  of  the  Clan,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  for  three  descents  before  this  they  had 
been  known  as  MacGilchrists. 

In  U©8,  w  hen  the  Clan  MacFarlane  was  de- 
creed rebels  bv  law,  many  of  them  fled  to  the 
north  of  Ireland,  settling  in  the  County  London- 
derry, and  thenceforth,  with  others  who  tied  from 
Scotland  to  Ireland  about  this  time,  were  called 
Scotch- Irish.  From  a  peculiarity  of  Irish  pro- 
nunciation the  finai  "e"  was  changed  to  "d,"  giv- 
ing us  MacKarland.  Of  what  stuff  these  Scotch- 
Irish  were  made,  their  after  history  bears  ample 
evidence. 

Anorg  the  Scotch-Irish  emigrants  who  land- 
ed in  Boston  in  the  year  17 18,  coming  from  Ire- 
land, wa*  Xathen  McFarland.  His  son,  Moses 
McFarland.  was  born  in  Londonderry,  New 
Hamp-hire,  February  19,  1738.  In  1759,  when 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  fighting 
with  the  British  at  Quebec  on  the  memorable 
day  w  hen  General  Wolfe  was  slain  in  the  hour  of 
victory.  September  3,  1765,  he  married  Eunice 
Clark,  who  was  born  September  23,  1748,  and 
was  a  lesccndant  of  James  Clark,  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  Londonderry,  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
April  23,  1775,  and  was  captain  of  a  company 
"i  Colonel  John  Nixon's  regiment,  which  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  major,  and  when  General  Washington 
visited  New  England,  in  the  year  1789.  he  was 
appointed  by  the  citizens  of  Haverhill  to  wait  on 
iht  general  at  Salem  and  invite  him  to  visit  Hav- 
erhill. To  this  the  General  agreed  on  condition 
that  I.e.  Major  McFarland,  wotdd  first  accom- 
pany him  to  Newburyport,  Portsmouth  and  Ho- 
tter They  visited  those  places  together,  an. I 
after  the  visit  in  Haverhill  the  General  requested 
the  Major  to  accompany  him  to  Worcester,  w  here 
ax 


they  parted.  During  the  winter  following  this 
visit  General  Washington  sent  to  Major  McFar- 
land thirteen  cartridges,  charged  with  forty  quar- 
ter-dollars each,  accompanied  with  the  following 
note: 

"Dear  Sir: 

"When  this  you  see,  remember  an  old  Soldier. 

"George  Washington'."  . 

Osgood  McFarland,  son  of  Moses  McFar- 
land. was  born  August  8,  1781,  and  died  July  21, 
1865.  He  married  Mary  Bartlett.  of  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  September  14,  1806.  She  died 
at  Waterville,  Vermont,  where  her  husband  had 
removed  in  early  life,  June  5,  1861. 

Moses  McFarland,  son  of  Osgood  McFarland, 
was  born  June  25,  1821,  and,  in  his  eighty-third 
year,  is  still  very  active.  October  22,  1849,  ne 
married  Livonia  A.  Leach,  who  was  born  in 
Waterville,  Vermont,  May  29,  1820,  and  died 
May  22,  1889.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Julia  Howard,  with  whom  he  now  resides  in 
Waterville,  Vermont. 

Moses  McFarland  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  in  September,  1861,  serving  as  a  line 
officer  in  the  Eighth  Vermont  Regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  of  the  ser- 
vice in  June.  1865.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Gulf  Department  under  General  B.  F.  But- 
ler. He  was  at  the  taking  of  New  Orleans,  and 
participated  in  the  forty-three-days-siege  of  Port 
Hudson.  On  the  8th  of  January,  1863,  Captain 
McFarland,  w<th  thirty-five  men,  drove  a  force 
of  Confederates,  consisting  of  eighty-five  men 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  from  their  rifle-pits, 
taking  twenty-eight  prisoners,  including  their 
commander,  who  surrendered  to  Captain  Mc- 
Farland his  sword  and  pistols.  After  the  en- 
gagements he  gave  the  weaj>ons  to  his  superior 
officer,  who  looked  them  over  with  curiosity  and 
returned  them  to  Captain  McFarland.  saying: 
"I  think  your  conduct  to-day  has  shown  that  vou 
are  qui'e  as  capable  of  taking  care  of  them  as 
anyone."  This  action  and  the  strategy  made  use 
of  that  night,  in  lighting  long  lines  of  fires,  indi- 
cating the  encampment  of  a  large  army,  caused 
the  Confederates  to  desert  their  fortifications  and 
burn  the  gun-boat  "Cotton,"  the  last  of  their 
fleet  in  these  waters,  giving  the  Union  forces  a 
victorv  of  no  small  significance. 

In  July,  1864,  after  the  return  of  the  regi- 
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inent  to  New  Orleans  from  furlough  granted  on 
re-enlistment,  it  was  ordered  to  report  for  service 
under  General  P.  H.  Sheridan  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  in  Virginia,  and  participated  in 
every  kittle  in  the  following  campaign  in  the 
valley.  At  the  battle  of  Winchester  Captain  Mc- 
I'arland  was  carried  onto  the  field  in  an  ambu- 
lance, and,  against  the  orders  of  General  Thomas, 
fought  ail  day  and  marched  twenty  miles  after 
the  battle,  pursuing  the  enemy  fleeing  up  the 
valley.  On  October  19,  1864,  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  twenty  miles  from  Win- 
chester, Virginia,  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the 
war.  during  a  part  of  which  battle,  after  the 
wounding  of  Major  Mead,  Captain  McFarland 
commanded  the  regiment.  The  experience  of  the 
Kighth  Vermont  in  this  battle  was  one  of  the 
most  sanguinary  of  the  war.  Out  of  a  total  of 
164  men  engaged,  in  less  than  an  hour  of  the  early 
morning  of  that  terrible  day,  the  regiment  lost 
110  men  killed,  wounded  or  prisoners,  and  thir- 
teen out  of  sixteen  commissioned  officers.  This 
percentage  of  loss  was  but  once  equalled  by  anv 
Vermont  regiment  during  the  war. 

The  five  children  of  Moses  and  Livonia  Mc- 
Farland were:  Lewis,  born  March  21,  1851,  died 
August  7,  1851  ;  Henry  Moses,  born  August  5. 
1852;  Fred  Harley,  born  March  9,  1854 ;  Burton, 
born  June  2.1,  1856,  died  July  14,  1856;  Cora 
Livoria,  horn  May  25,  1858,  died  October  9, 
1862. 

Henry  M.  McFarland,  second  child  in  the 
fainilv  nlxrive  named,  graduated  from  the  Peo- 
ples Academy  and  Morrisville  graded  school  in 
1875,  and  from  the  University  of  Vermont  as 
valedictorian  in  1878;  was  principal  of  the  l  a 
moille  Central  Academy,  at  Hyde  Park,  Ver- 
mont, for  the  three  succeeding  years,  and  is,  as 
he  lias  l-een  for  many  years,  one  of  its  trustees ; 
studied  law  with  Brigham  &  Waterman  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lamoille  county  in  1881  ; 
was  elected  slate's  attorney  for  Lamoille  county 
in  18S4.  holding  the  office  for  two  years,  an  1 
was  a  delegate  from  Vermont  to  the  National 
Republican  Anti-Saloon  Convention  which  met 
in  Chicago  in  1886.  In  1888  he  was  made  a 
director  of  the  Lamoille  County  National  P.ank. 
and  later  its  vice-president,  in  which  ]n)sition  he 
still  serves.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Lamoille  County  Savings  Rank  &  Trust 


Company  in  1889,  and  its  first  vice-president, 
w  hich  office  he  now  holds.  He  was  secretary  of 
civil  and  military  affairs  under  Governor  Carroll 
S.  Page  from  1890  to  1892.  In  1891  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  Union  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  has  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity since  that  time.  About  twenty  years  ago, 
as  an  incident  of  his  law  business,  he  started  the 
Lamoille  County  Insurance  Agency,  which  un- 
der his  management  has  developed  into  one  of 
the  leading  agencies  in  this  part  of  the  state,  rq>- 
resenting  a  capital  of  over  $300,000,000.  Since 
his  coming  to  Hyde  Park,  in  1878,  he  has  been 
actively  interested  in  various  industrial  enter- 
prises, and  is  now  secretary  and  director  of  the 
Hyde  Park  Lumber  Company,  and  of  the  Morse 
Manufacturing  Company.  He  is  now  filling  out 
the  fourth  year  of  service  as  chairman  of  the 
Iward  of  trustees  of  the  village  of  Hyde  Park. 
During  his  service  in  this  capacity  the  municipal 
light  and  power  plant,  costing  nearly  $20,000, 
was  installed,  and  the  village  sewer  system  put  in. 
He  has  served  his  town  as  superintendent  ot 
schools,  as  well  as  in  various  other  capacities,  and 
has  always  been  keenly  alive  to  all  matters  of 
public  interest.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Second 
Congregational  church  of  Hyde  Park,  and  is 
active  in  its  sup]>ort,  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
building  committee,  under  whose  supervision  a 
new  chrurch  costing  upw  ards  of  $8,000  was  erect- 
ed in  1899.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  taken  the  Knight  Templar  de- 
grees. He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  serving  the 
order  as  Grand  Master  of  the  state  in  1897,  and  as 
Grand  Representative  in  1808  and  1899.  He  is  a 
mcml>er  of  the  Vermont  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  tracing  his  connec- 
tion to  the  struggles  of  independence  through 
his  great-grandfather,  Major  Moses  McFar- 
land. 

Mr.  McFarland  married  Julia,  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Waldo  P.righam,  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Vermont,  class  of  1854,  eight  years 
president  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  &  Lake  Cham- 
plain  Railroad,  and  in  his  lifetime  a  leading  at- 
torney of  Northern  Vermont,  December  22.  i88t. 
They  have  three  children, — Helen  Marion,  born 
November  27,  1885;  Grace  Brigham,  l>orn  Sep- 
tember 24.  1888;  and  Brigham  Wheeler,  born 
April  5,  1891. 
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HON.  WALDO  BRIGHAM. 

The  Hon.  Waldo  Brigham,  for  many  years  an 
honored  and  influential  citizen  of  Hyde  Park. 
Vermont,  and  recognized  throughout  the  state  as 
a  prominent  member  of  the  bar  and  a  political 
leader,  was  descended  from  Revolutionary  stock. 
His  grandfather,  Jonas  Brigham,  served  in  the 
continental  army  with  the  rank  of  captain,  his 
commission,  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants,  bearing  the  same  bold,  handsome 
signature  which  was  affixed  by  John  Hancock, 
as  president  of  the  continental  congress,  to  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  In  1790  Captain 
Brigham  settled  in  Bakersfield,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  assisted  most  prominently  in  promoting  the 
business  growth  and  the  political  advancement  of 
the  tow  n  and  county,  was  called  upon  to  fill  near- 
ly all  the  local  offices  and  represented  the  town 
seventeen  consecutive  years. 

W  aldo  Brigham,  son  of  Asa  and  grandson  of 
Captain  Jonas  Brigham,  was  born  June  10,  1829, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  paternal  farm. 
He  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  two  academies 
which  Bakersfield  then  contained,  completing  his 
preparatory  course  under  the  tuition  of  the  dis- 
tinguished educator,  Jacob  Spaulding,  and  in 
1854  graduated  in  the  classical  course  from  the 
University  of  Vermont.  While  a  student  he 
largely  defrayed  his  own  expenses  by  teaching 
district  schools,  and  the  first  year  after  his  gradu- 
ation he  taught  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Academy. 
Potsdam,  New  York.  Having  decided  to  devote 
himself  to  the  legal  profession,  he  read  law  in 
the  office  of  Child  &  Ferrin,  at  Hyde  Park,  and 
in  May,  1857,  was  admitted  to  the  Lamoille  coun- 
ty bar.  He  then  went  to  East  Berkshire,  and 
for  five  years  practiced  his  profession  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Hon.  Homer  E.  Royce,  while  the  latter 
was  a  member  of  Congress.  In  1862  he  came 
to  Hyde  Park,  where  he  practiced  for  twenty 
years,  in  association  with  George  L.  Waterman, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Brigham  &  Waterman. 
The  court  records  of  the  period  testify  to  the 
extensive  business  which  was  carried  on  by  this 
firm  throughout  central  and  northern  Vermont. 

Meanwhile,  though  paying  strict  attention  to 
his  professional  duties,  Mr.  Brigham's  time  and 
energies  were  largely  occupied  with  public  af- 


fairs. He  was  an  earnest  and  active  Democrat, 
and  in  1806-67-68  represented  Hyde  Park  in  the 
legislature.  He  was  a  leader  in  securing  the 
charter  for  building  the  Vermont  division  of  the 
Portland  &  Ogdensburg  Railroad,  and  for  ten 
years  was  president  of  this  division,  known  as 
the  St.  Johnsbury  &  Lake  Champlain  Railroad, 
extending  from  Lunenburg  to  Swanton.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Burlington  & 
Lamoille  Railroad.  In  1868  he  was  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  which  nomi- 
nated Governor  Seymour  for  the  presidency.  He  . 
received  repeated  proofs  of  the  regard  in  which 
he  was  held  by  the  members  of  his  party,  serving 
as  candidate  for  state's  attorney,  county  senator 
and  lieutenant  governor.  He  was  the  nominee 
for  congress  in  the  Third  district,  again  in  the 
First  district,  and  in  1872  was  paid  the  high 
compliment  of  being  made  the  candidate  of  his 
party  in  the  general  assembly  for  the  office  of 
United  States  senator.  Mr.  Brigham  was  ever 
a  warm  friend  to  the  cause  of  education,  and 
while  a  member  of  the  legislature  was  an  earnest 
advocate  of  the  appropriation  of  public  money  by 
the  state  in  aid  of  the  normal  schools.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  served  as  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Lamoille  Central  Acad- 
emy. He  held  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the 
Bar  Association  of  Vermont,  and  as  a  lawyer 
enjoyed  a  high  reputation,  not  only  for  profes- 
sional ability,  but  for  strict  integrity  of  char- 
acter. The  younger  members  of  the  profession 
always  found  in  him  an  encouraging  and  friendly 
counselor.  He  was  elected  by  the  legislature 
a  trustee  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  held  for  six  years. 

Mr.  Brigham  married  Lucia  Ellen  Noyes. 
daughter  of  Lucius  H.  and  Diadamia  Jones 
Smalley  Noyes.  November  4,  1858.  Two  of  his 
daughters  were  educated  at  the  University  of 
Vermont.  Julia,  the  eldest,  married  H.  M.  Mc- 
Farland,  of  Hyde  Park ;  Mary,  a  graduate  of  the 
class  of  '93,  became  the  wife  of  James,  eldest 
son  of  President  H.  M.  Buckham ;  and  Blanche, 
a  graduate  of  the  class  of  '97,  was  recently  pre- 
ceptress of  the  Lamoille  Central  Academy. 

In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Brigham 
retired  from  the  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
happy,  as  his  health  declined,  in  the  affectonate 
ministrations  of  his  family,  and  in  the  company 
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of  his  friends.  He  was  a  type  of  the  genial  and 
cultivated  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  His 
death,  which  Ux>k  place  April  2,  lyoo.  was  la» 
mailed,  not  only  by  his  family  and  near  friends, 
bill  by  the  whole  community,  which  revered  him 
as  a  disinterested,  public-spirited  citizen  and  a 
benevolent,  kind-hearted  man. 

JOHN  GREGORY  BAKER. 

John  Gregory  Baker,  an  enterprising  business 
man  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  was  born  at  Ver- 
non, Windham  county,  Vermont,  November  17, 
1862,  a  son  of  Michael  Baker,  who  was  bom  in 


JOHN   GREGORY  BAKER 


county  Kerry.  Ireland,  in  February,  1824.  whence 
he  emigrated  to  this  country  when  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  .Michael  Baker  lo- 
cated  at  Vernon,  Vermont,  where  he  was  a  farm 
hand  and  farm  foreman  lor  twenty-eight  years. 
He  saved  his  earnings  and  purchased  the  old 


Wilder  Farman  farm,  and  by  his  industry,  per- 
severance and  good  management,  soon  succeeded 
in  making  it  one  of  the  finest  and  best  cultivated 
farms  in  that  section  of  the  state.  He  was  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  producing  a  general  line  of 
garden  truck,  for  which  there  is  always  a  de- 
mand. Mr.  Baker  was  a  self-educated  man,  and 
spent  much  of  his  spare  time  in  reading  g<>od 
literature;  he  possessed  an  upright,  honorable 
character,  and  his  genial,  hearty  and  unaffected 
manner  made  him  a  favorite  among  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  married  Miss 
Joanna  Griffin,  and  the  following  named  children 
were  born  to  them :  Kate,  deceased ;  John  Greg- 
ory; William,  deceased;  Michael;  Mary,  de- 
ceased ;  Joanna ;  and  Patrick,  deceased.  Mr.  Ba- 
ker resides  in  Brattleboro  in  what  is  known  as 
Bakerville;  his  wife  is  deceased. 

John  Gregory  Baker,  eldest  son  of  Michael 
and  Joanna  Baker,  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Vernon,  Vermont,  where  he  acquired  an  excel- 
lent education.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  George  C.  Hall,  where 
he  first  served  as  a  stable  boy,  subsequently  be- 
coming coachman,  and  also  acting  as  attendant 
for  Miss  Maggie  Hall,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Mr.  R.  M.  Burnett,  of  Massachusetts;  he  then 
attended  Miss  Edna  Hall  in  her  rides  and  took 
charge  of  her  horses  until  her  marriage  with 
Count  De  Jolemps.  Mr.  Baker  retained  hts  (posi- 
tion in  Mr.  Hall's  family  for  twenty-five  years, 
which  clearly  demonstrates  the  fact  that  he  was 
an  honest,  faithful  ami  conscientious  emploje,  and 
he  continued  to  have  charge  of  the  Hall  residence 
and  real  estate  at  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  until  its 
sale  to  the  Thompson  Fund,  and  is  now  retained 
in  its  charge  by  the  Fund  committee.  He  was  for 
a  time  head  coachman  for  Frederick  C.  Dickin- 
son, a  brother-in-law  of  Jay  Gould,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  six  years,  and  he  would  probably 
l>e  with  them  at  the  present  time  had  it  not  been 
for  the  sickness  and  deaths  which  occurred  in  the 
Baker  family.  He  also  for  a  time  engaged  in  the 
buying  and  selling  of  high  class  horses,  which 
he  trained  for  <lri\iiig;  he  has  led  a  life  of  honest 
toil,  and  his  business  interests  have  been  so  man- 
aged as  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the 
prosperity  which  should  always  attend  honorable 
effort.  Mr.  Baker  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Coachmen's  Union. 
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SIMEON  MORSE  SIBLEY. 

Simeon  Morse  Sibley,  deceased,  a  former 
prominent  and  successful  business  man  of  Ben- 
nington, was  born  in  Whitingham,  Windham 
county,  Vermont,  April  21,  1814,  son  of  Lot  and 
Mary  (Morse)  Sibley.  Lot  Sibley  was  a  son  of 
Tarrant  Sibley,  a  minute-man  in  Colonel  Ebe- 
nezer  Learncd's  regiment  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  a  participant  in  the  fight  at  Concord, 
and  was  a  grandson  of  Jonathan  Sibley,  a  com- 
missioned officer  in  the  colonial  war  service.  He 
was  also  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Sibley,  who 
landed  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1620.,  and  of 
John  Putnam,  who  landed  in  the  same  town  in 
1634,  and  whose  descendants  included  Generals 
Israel  and  Rufus  Putnam.  Mary  Morse  was  a 
daughter  of  Simeon  Morse,  a  soldier  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  a  participant  in  the  battle  of  Sar- 
atoga, and  a  direct  descendant  of  Samuel  Morse, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1635  on  the  ship  In- 
crease. Samuel  Morse  was  one  of  the  members 
of  the  company  to  whom  was  granted  a  tract  of 
land  south  of  the  Charles  river,  and  including  the 
present  towns  of  Dedham,  Xeedham,  Dover, 
Natick  and  other  Massachusetts  towns.  Mary 
Morse  was  also  a  direct  descendant  of  Henry 
Attains,  of  Braintree. 

Simeon  M.  Sibley  attended  the  common  school 
in  his  native  town,  and  afterward  entered  the 
academy  in  Brattlcboro,  Vermont.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  J.  II. 
Bartlett  &  Company,  of  Boston,  wholesale  gro- 
cers, where  he  remained  several  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Vermont  and  settled  in  Bennington. 
A  New  York  company  were  operating  extensive 
iron  works  at  that  time  a  few  miles  east  of  Ben- 
nington, and  Mr.  Sibley  opened  at  that  point  a 
general  supply  store,  which  he  conducted  for 
four  years  with  marked  success.  In  1844  he  be- 
gan a  large  grocery  business  in  the  rapidly  grow- 
ing village  of  Bennington,  which  he  continued  to 
carrv  on  until  his  retirement  from  active  life  in 
1 88 1. 

Mr.  Sibley  had  from  the  beginning  of  his  ca- 
reer shown  marked  business  ability,  with  a  special 
aptitude  for  questions  of  finance,  and  he  naturally 
hrcamt  early  identified  with  banking.  He  was  a 
director  in  the  Stark  Bank,  the  second  oldest  in- 
stitution of  the  kind  in  Bennington,  as  long  as  it 


was  in  existence;  and  when  the  Bennington 
County  National  Bank  was  established  he  was  one 
of  the  first  subscribers  for  stock.  At  the  organ- 
ization of  the  institution  he  was  chosen  vice  pres- 
ident, and  at  the  death  of  Charles  W.  Thatcher 
in  1890  he  was  elected  president  of  the  bank,  a 
position  which  he  held  until  his  death,  August 
15,  180,8.  In  ]K)litics  Mr.  Sibley  was  a  staunch 
Republican,  and  he  was  vitally  interested  in  the 
live  issues  of  the  day.  although  he  never  cared 
to  enter  public  life. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Di- 
antha  Williams  in  1837,  and  their  children  were 
Mary  Louisa,  Persis  Hannah.  Simeon  Waldo, 
Prances  Diantha  and  Harriet  Jane  Sibley.  Mrs. 
Sibley  died  in  1852,  and  the  son  died  in  1884, 
but  all  of  the  other  children  survive.  In  1857 
Mr.  Sibley  married  Miss  Maria  L.  A.  Varian, 
who  died  in  i8<)6.  Mr.  Sibley  was  true  to  his  in- 
heritance in  a  marked  degree.  His  courtly  bear- 
ing stamped  him  as  a  worthy  descendant  of  wor- 
thy ancestors,  while  his  strict  integrity,  keen  in- 
tellect and  self  command  suggested  the  rugged 
simplicity  of  his  early  New  England  home,  an  in- 
stitution that  has  cradled  thousands  of  fine  men 
and  noble  women. 

JOHN  W.  GORDON. 

John  W.  Gordon,  of  Barre,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing lawyers  of  this  city,  and  a  citizen  of  prom- 
inence and  influence.  He  was  lx>rn  in  Vershire, 
Orange  county.  Vermont.  September  16,  1857, 
a  sou  of  John  W.  Gordon.  Further  parental  and 
ancestral  history  may  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  biographical  work,  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  Mr.  Gordon's  brother.  T.  R.  Gordon,  of 
Montpelier. 

Mr.  Gordon  attended  the  common  and  high 
schools  of  Burlington,  prepared  for  college  at 
Spaulding's  Academy  in  Barre.  Vermont,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  academic  department  of 
Dartmouth  College  in  1883.  The  ensuing  year  he 
was  sub-master  at  the  high  school  in  Milford, 
Massachusetts,  going  from  there  to  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  assistant  master  in 
the  high  school  for  two  years,  resigning  his  posi- 
tion in  1886  to  take  the  teacher's  examination  in 
Boston,  passing  successfully  and  receiving  a 
certificate.   Coming  then,  however,  to  Barre.  Ver- 


Digitized  by  Google 


3« 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


mont,  he  became  interested  in  the  granite  in- 
dustry, entering  into  partnership  with  his  father- 
in-law,  B.  F.  Dunham,  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated under  the  firm  name  of  Dunham  &  Gor- 
don until  the  death  of  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  in  1888.  Mr.  Gordon  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone  until  1890,  when  the  quarries  were 
sold.  Resuming  the  study  of  law,  which  he  had 
previously  taken  up,  he  was  registered  in  the 
office  of  his  brother,  T.  R.  Gordon,  in  Montpclicr. 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Vermont  bar  at  the  gen- 
eral term,  in  1890,  and  to  practice  in  the  supreme 
court  during  the  same  year.  He  has  continued  in 
active  practice  since,  meeting  with  signal  suc- 
cess, from  the  first,  both  professionally  and  finan- 
cially. In  the  summer  of  1891  he  built  the  Gor- 
don block,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city,  it  lieing 
a  three-story  brick  building,  with  granite  trim- 
mings, having  a  frontage  of  forty-two  feet  on 
Main  street,  and  extending  back  one  hundred 
feet. 

Mr.  Gordon  supported  the  Democratic  party 
until  1896,  and  was  a  candidate  for  the  state  leg- 
islature on  that  ticket  in  1888  and  in  189.2.  In 
1896  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  con- 
vention held  in  Chicago,  but  refused  to  endorse 
the  platform  there  introduced,  and  was  also  a 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  sound  money  conven- 
tion at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  He  has  served  as 
law  agent  for  Barre ;  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  in  1888 :  and  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
in  1896.  1897,  1898  and  1899.  serving  until  the 
spring  of  1900.  During  his  term  of  administra- 
tion many  improvements  of  value  were  made,  the 
municipal  water  plant  l)eing  installed  ;  the  elec- 
tric railway  t>eing  built ;  and  two  schoolhouses 
and  n  new  city  hall  being  erected. 

In  August,  1884,  Mr.  Gordon  married  Maud 
L.  Dunham,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny,  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
I  .aura  (Wheeler)  Dunham.  Mr.  Dunham  was 
born  in  N'orthfield.  Vermont,  ami  during  the  Civil 
war  served  as  captain  of  a  company  in  a  Vermont 
regiment,  and  was  afterwards  one  of  Governor 
Carney's  staff.  He  was  subsequently  in  business 
in  Pennsylvania  for  a  few  years,  going  from  there 
to  Chicago.  Illinois,  where  his  business  was 
burned  out  in  the  fire  of  1873.  Returning  then 
to  Vermont,  he  located  in  South  Barre,  where  he 
was  first  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  and  la- 


ter in  the  granite  business,  in  which  he  continual 
until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  were  the 
parents  of  five  children :  Lillian  Ward,  Paul 
Dunham,  Philip,  John  Aubrey  and  Norman 
Seaver. 

CLARENCE  FREEMAN  MOL'LTON. 

Clarence  Freeman  Moulton,  a  well  known  an<l 
respected  citizen  of  Randolph,  was  born  March 
it,  1837,  in  West  Randolph,  Vermont,  (m-w 
Randolph.  )  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  hi* 
father,  the  late  Horace  Moulton.    His  j»atemal 
grandfather,  Phineas  Moulton,  was  a  pioneer  '<i 
the  town,  coming  here  in  1788  from  Monsoii. 
Massachusetts,  and  settling  in  1793  al>out  om 
mile  east  from  the  village,  on  what  is  now  known 
as  the  "Green  Mountain  Stock  Farm,"  which  lu> 
since  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 
He  died  in  1834,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  son* 
and  two  daughters,  as  follows  :    J  tide  ;  John  ; 
James;  Freeman;  Dan  Alonzo;  Phineas;  Still- 
man;  Horace,  the  father  of  Clarence  F. ;  Pene- 
lope: and  Mary.    Three  of  the  sons  settled  in 
Randolph,  Horace  occupying  the  old  homestead, 
while  Phineas  and  Stillman  settled  on  adjoining 
farms.    Phineas  became  inlhiential  in  public  af- 
fairs, serving  in  both  houses  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture. 

Horace  Moulton,  a  lite-long  agriculturist  of 
Randolph,  was  born  June  26,  1794,  and  died  Au- 
gust 21,  1N62,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  born 
and  had  always  lived.  He  was  a  practical  farm- 
er, industrious,  conservative  and  provident.  In 
religious  faith  a  Methodist,  and  in  public  matters 
he  took  a  commendable  interest,  as  In-coines  a 
good  citizen.  On  January  25.  1X26.  lie  married 
Lucy  Smith,  daughter  of  a  Baptist  minister,  l>v 
whom  he  had  six  children,  among  them  being 
three  sons,  Justin  H.,  Gilman  Smith  and  Clar- 
ence Freeman. 

Justin  H.  was  born  June  14.  1830.  married  H. 
Olivia  Perrin,  daughter  of  Hon.  Philander  Per- 
rin,  of  Randolph.  August  iS,  i8mi,  and  they  live 
in  Randolph.  Gilman  Smith  Moulton  was  lx>rn 
in  Randolph.  August  5.  1834.  and  died  suddenly 
in  New  York  city,  March  29,  ioor.  Me  began 
his  mercantile  career  as  a  young  man  at  Kerne, 
New  Hampshire,  going  from  there  to  New  York 
city,  where  as  a  member  of  the  banking  house 
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of  Austin  Corbin  &  Company  he  acquired  an  ex- 
tensive acquaintance,  and  became  a  prominent 
business  man.  For  several  years  he  was  secretary 
and  general  manager  of  the  estate  nf  A.  T.  Stew- 
art, and  had  charge  of  other  large  estates,  in- 
cluding that  of  Eleazer  Pannly.  Retaining  a  love 
for  the  home  in  which  he  was  reared,  he,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother  Clarence  b\,  purchased  sev- 
eral farms  adjoining  the  parental  homestead,  and 
converted  the  entire  property  of  nearly  twelve 
hundred  acres  into  a  dairy  farm,  stocking  it  with 
thoroughbred  Jereeys  and  building  a  model  dairy. 
The  butter  here  manufactured  was  awarded  the 
first  prize,  a  gold  medal,  at  both  the  Paris  Ex- 
position in  1889,  and  at  the  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion held  in  Chicago  in  1893.  On  March  1,  1894. 
he  married  Mrs.  Julie  Dillon  Ripley,  daughter  of 
the  late  Sidney  Dillon,  of  New  York.  They  had 
no  children. 

Clarence  Freeman  Moulton  spent  his  earlier 
years  on  the  old  farm,  in  the  intervals  of  agricult- 
ural toils  attending  the  district  school,  where  he 
acquired  his  first  book  knowledge.  He  subse- 
quently continued  his  studies  at  the  New  London, 
New  Hampshire,  Literary  and  Scientific  In- 
stitute, after  which  he  entered  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1863.  Going  then  to  New  York  city,  he 
entered  the  employ  Austin  Corbin  &  Company, 
bankers ;  later  embarking  in  business  for  himself 
as  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Clapp, 
Braden  &  Company,  importers  of  millinery,  at 
the  same  time  having  charge  of  Mr.  Clapp's  pri- 
vate estate,  and  after  his  death  acting  as  one  of 
his  executors,  also  by  surrogate  appointment  as 
guardian  for  his  minor  nephew  and  nieces.  In 
1877  Mr.  Moulton  was  admitted  into  the  firm  of 
A.  F.  Roberts  &  Company,  as  junior  member,  and 
for  several  years  carried  on  an  extensive  commis- 
sion business  in  flour  and  grain ;  Incoming  in  the 
meantime  a  member  of  both  the  Produce  Ex- 
change and  the  New  York  Consolidated  Ex- 
changc.  He  was  a  director  for  a  number  of  years 
of  the  Hanover  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York,  also  a  director  of  the  New  York. 
Brooklyn  &  Manhattan  Beach  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Wishing  a  country  home  where  his  wife 
and  children  might  spend  the  summer  months, 
his  mind  turning  naturally  to  the  scenes  of  his 
own  boyhood  and  youth,  for  which  he  had  always 


cherished  a  strong  love,  he  purchased  in  1882  the 
resilience  which  he  now  occupies,  having  rebuilt 
and  enlarged  it  to  meet  his  requirements.  Eight 
years  later  (189OJ  he  made  this  chosen  spot  his 
permanent  home,  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness with  his  brother,  the  late  Gilman  S.  Moul- 
ton, as  al>ove  mentioned.  Mr.  Moulton  married, 
in  1875,  Annie  J.  Roberts,  daughter  of  his  part- 
ner, Addison  F.  Roberts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moni- 
tor) have  three  children,  namely :  Sherman  Rob- 
erts, who  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  1898,  and  from  the  Harvard  Law  School 
in  iooj,  and  is  now  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Town- 
send  &  Avery  in  New  York  city.  Horace  Freeman 
who  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  with 
the  class  of  i»x>o,  is  now  in  the  cmplov  of  the 
Winchester  Rei>eating  Arms  Company,  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  Desier  C.  was  graduated 
from  the  "Jngleside  School."  at  New  Milford, 
Connecticut,  with  the  class  of  190.2. 

JUDGE  JAMES  HUTCHINSON. 

Judge  James  Hutchinson,  of  West  Randolph, 
has  been  actively  identified  with  many  of  the 
leading  interests  of  this  town,  gladly  contributing 
hi<  full  share  towards  advancing  its  welfare.  Ho 
was  born  in  Randolph,  V  ermont,  January  1,  1826, 
a  son  of  James  and  Sophia  (Brown)  Hutchinson. 
He  is  of  English  ancestry,  being  a  direct  descend- 
ant in  the  eighth  generation  from  Richard  Hutch- 
inson, the  immigrant,  the  lineage  being  thus 
traced:  Richard,  Joseph,  Benjamin.  Nathaniel, 
Bartholomew,  John,  James,  James. 

Richard  Hutchinson,  a  son  of  Thomas  Hutch- 
inson, was  liorn  in  England  in  1002.  Emigrating 
in  1634  from  Arnold,  England,  to  America,  with 
his  wife  Alice  and  four  children,  he  settled  in 
Salem,  now  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
became  a  large  landholder.  He  was  known  to 
have  been  a  man  of  great  energy  and  industry, 
and  amassed  what  was  then  considered  a  fortune. 

Joseph  Hutchinson,  born  in  Mistham,  Eng- 
land, in  1633,  became  a  man  of  importance  in  his 
Salem  home,  and  after  attaining  manhood  held 
many  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  His  son, 
Benjamin  Hutchinson,  a  life-long  resident  of  Sa- 
lem, was  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  the  town,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death  in 
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1733.  Nathaniel  Hutchinson,  born  at  Salem  vil- 
lage in  1698,  removed  in  1733  to  Sutton,  Worces- 
ter county,  Massachusetts,  where  he  carried  on 
general  fanning  during  the  remainder  .of  his  act- 
ive life.  Bartholomew  Hutchinson,  born  at  Sut- 
ton. Massachusetts,  in  1734,  was  a  fanner  of 
thrift  and  enterprise,  owning  an  estate  of  two 
hundred  acres,  which  he  managed  with  success 
until  his  death  in  17116.  John  Hutchinson,  bom 
at  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  in  1766,  removed  to 
Braintrcc,  Vermont,  in  1703.  as  a  pioneer  set- 
tler of  the  place,  and  resided  there  until  his 
dtntli.  May  29,  1845.  He  was  a  man  of  more 
than  usual  ability  atid  worth,  his  good  qualities 
being  recognized  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  who 
elected  him  to  the  state  legislature  seventeen 
times.  lie  married  Lucy  Kenney,  of  Sutton,  by 
whom  he  iiad  nine  children.  James  Hutchinson, 
b«.rn  in  Braintrce,  Vermont,  February  27,  1707, 
died  October  2,  1882.  He  spent  several  years  of 
his  life  in  Randolph.  Vermont,  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married,  first. 
Sophia  Brown,  and  married,  second,  Mrs.  Julia 
I!.  I 'adv.  of  his  first  union  rearing  eight  children. 

James  Hutchinson  obtained  his  early  educa- 
tion in  W  est  Randolph,  attending  first  the  com- 
mon schools  and  later  a  private  school.  After 
teaching  >chool  for  three  consecutive  winters,  he 
settled  as  a  farmer  on  the  ancestral  homestead  in 
Braintrcc,  where  he  remained  until  i860.,  when 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  West  Randolph, 
hi-  present  home.  He  has  ever  taken  a  lively  in- 
terest in  public  matters,  since  the  fonnation  of 
the  Republican  party,  being  one  of  its  most  zeal- 
ous supporters.  While  living  in  Braintrcc  he 
served  in  main  town  offices,  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  state  constitutional  convention  in  1856. 
For  two  years,  from  1864  until  1866,  he  was  as- 
sociate judge  of  the  county. 

Judge  Hutchinson  was  elected  state  senator  in 
iSV-S  and  i860.;  was  elected  county  commissioner 
in  1870;  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  national  Re- 
publican convention  in  Philadelphia  in  1872;  and 
from  1872  until  18S7  was  postmaster  at  West 
Randolph.  In  1881)  he  was  one  of  the  |>etitioners 
to  the  legislature  for  a  charter  for  a  savings 
bank  in  West  Randolph,  and  on  the  organization 
of  that  institution  was  elected  its  first  president,  a 
po-ition  which  he  filled  a  number  of  years.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation  the 


Judge  was  an  enthusiastic  worker  with  Garrison 
and  Phillips,  ever  sustaining  the  principles  that 
guided  the  abolitionists,  for  five  years  serving  as 
vice  president  for  Vermont  of  the  New  England 
Anti-Slavery  Society.  During  the  trouble  in 
Kansas  he  was  connected  with  the  Emigrant  Aid 
Society,  and  in  company  with  the  state  agent  vis- 
ited several  places  in  Vermont  with  a  view  to 
raising  men  and  money  to  aid  in  freeing  Kansas 
from  the  trammels  of  the  slaveholder,  and  at  one 
time  he  himself  accompanied  an  expedition  to 
Kansas  for  that  purpose.  He  has  also  been  act- 
ively identified  with  various  temperance  organi- 
zations of  the  state,  aiding  the  cause  by  voice 
and  vote. 

Judge  Hutchinson  married,  November  2, 
1847,  Abby  B.  Flint,  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Patience  (Xeff)  Flint,  of  Braintrcc.  She  died 
May  4,  1879.  The  descendants  of  the  founder  of 
that  branch  of  the  Hutchinson  family  from  which 
the  Judge  comes  are  very  numerous,  and  are  to 
be  found  in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union.  M  any 
of  them  have  become  distinguished  in  various 
walks  of  life,  among  them  being  the  celebrated 
Hutchinson  family  of  singers,  distant  relatives  of 
the  Judge,  whose  voices  have  been  heard  in  all 
pans  of  the  United  States. 

HENRY  CLAY  Mc  DUFFEE. 

Henry  Clay  McDuffee,  of  Bradford,  a  citi- 
zen of  prominence  and  influence,  was  liorn  in  the 
town  named,  on  October  3,  1831.  He  was  a  son 
of  John  McDuffee,  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Bradford,  and  came  of  Scotch  ancestors, 
descended  from  John  McDuffee.  who  with  his 
wife  removed  in  1612  from  Argyleshire.  Scotland, 
to  Londonderry,  Ireland. 

This  John  McDuffee  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  King  Kenneth  McDuff  of  Scotland,  and  also 
a  descendant  of  Duncan  McDuff.  who  was  born 
about  1000  A.  D.,  and  was  the  celebrated  Thane 
of  Fife  referred  to  in  Shakespeare's  Macbeth, 
and  the  greatest  and  chief  of  those  who  labored 
to  restore  King  Malcolm  III.  to  his  throne,  which 
bad  been  usurped  by  Macbeth.  In  return  for  his 
loyalty  and  valor  Duncan  McDuff  was  made  first 
officer  of  the  crown  and  given  a  very  noteworthy 
coat  of  arms  typifying  his  victory  over  Mac- 
beth.    He  was  also  given  the  fee  to  a  larg;*.-  tract 
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of  land,  and  the  name  of  McDuff  became  Mc- 
Duffee. 

John  McDuffec  (2),  son  of  John  McDuffee, 
who  came  from  Scotland,  and  his  wife,  Martha 
K.  (known  in  history  as  "Matchless  Martha"), 
were  in  the  siege  of  Derry,  in  the  year  1689. 
Daniel  (  3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  American  family  of  McDuffces.  He  left 
Londonderry,  Ireland,  with  his  wife,  Ruth  Brit- 
ton,  in  1720.  They  settled  at  Nuffield  (.now 
called  Londonderry  J,  New  Hampshire,  being 
among  the  Hirst  settlers  of  that  town.  They 
spent  the  first  winter  at  Andover,  Massachusetts. 
He  died  at  Londonderry  on  March  4,  1768,  while 
his  wife  survived  him  until  1776.  They  had  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  served  in  the  French  and 
Indian  wars ;  they  took  part  in  the  exi>edition  into 
Canada,  and  three  of  them  climbed  the  "Heights 
'  f  Abraham"  at  Quebec. 

Daniel  (4),  son  of  Daniel  and  Ruth,  was  born 
on  .March  16,  1739,  at  Londonderry,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  was  a  captain  in  Colonel  Stephen 
Kvans'  regiment  of  the  continental  army.  He 
fought  at  Lexington  and  Hunker  Hill,  and 
marched  from  Xew  Hampshire  to  Saratoga,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battle  at  that  point.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  his  shop  in  London- 
derry was  a  rendezvous  for  General  Stark  and 
others  in  planning  for  action  against  the  British 
forces.  He  died  December  15,  1824,  in  Brad- 
ford, Vermont.  His  wife,  Margaret  Wilson, 
"also  a  native  of  Ixmdonderry,  died  at  Bradford. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children. 

John  (  5),  son  of  Daniel  and  Margaret,  was 
born  June  16,  1766.  in  Londonderry,  and  in  early 
y.. nth  learned  the  trade  of  his  father.  He  stud- 
ied surveying  and  was  a  practical  surveyor  in 
the  field  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  came 
to  Morctown.  now  Bradford,  Vermont,  in  1788, 
where  his  father  joined  him  lie  fore  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  son  settled  on  a  farm, 
but  gave  most  of  his  attention  to  civil  engineering. 
He  was  possessed  of  a  remarkable  memory,  w  hich 
served  him  all  through  life.  He  was  ever  dis- 
tinguished for  public  spirit,  and  was  an  industri- 
0:1-  and  frugal  man.  He  was  the  first  to  ad- 
vocate the  building  of  railroads  in  Vermont,  and 
bo  procured  the  charter  of  the  Boston  &  Montreal 
Railroad.  He  filled  nearly  all  the  town  offices, 
an!  was  trial  justice  for  many  years.     His  first 
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wife,  Martha  Doak,  died  in  Bradford,  May  14, 
1822.  Un  November  10,  1823,  John  married 
Dolly  tireenleaf,  a  native  of  Nottingham,  New 
Hampshire,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(.Rowe)  Greenlcaf,  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
Mrs.  McDuftcc  died  on  May  7,  1874.  She  was 
descended  through  her  paternal  grandmother 
from  the  noted  Lowell  family  of  Massachusetts. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  McDuffee  be- 
longed to  the  Christian  church,  and  her  husband 
was  a  luiversalist  in  faith.  He  was  a  W  hig  and 
Republican,  and  for  many  years  the  county  sur- 
veyor of  (  (range  county.  He  taught  school  for 
several  terms  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  in 
Bradford.  Vermont,  and  was  a  private  tutor  of 
many  young  men,  including  Dr.  Silas  McKeen, 
a  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Brad- 
ford for  over  forty  years.  He  also  tutored  Dr. 
W  hipple,  then  a  teacher  in  Bradford  and  after- 
ward a  member  of  congress  from  Xew  Hamp- 
shire. John  .McDuffee  died  in  Bradford  on  May 
4,  1851.  His  eldest  son,  Charles  McDuffee,  was 
a  very  able  young  man,  and  active  in  business 
affairs.  He  died,  unmarried,  in  1863.  The 
youngest  son.  Horace,  was  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1861,  and  served  during  the 
Civil  war  in  the  Chic  Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth 
regiment  of  Xew  York  Volunteers. 

Henry  C.  McDuffee  (6),  son  of  John  and 
Dolly  (Greenleaf)  McDuffee,  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  Bradford,  where  he  attended  the  public- 
schools  and  academy.  His  home  was  on  the 
paternal  farm  until  about  1869,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  residence  in  the  village,  on  Main 
street.  At  an  early  age  he  learned  surveying, 
an  occupation  which  he  has  since  pursued  with 
more  or  less  regularity.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father  and  brother  Charles,  who  were  agents  for 
Joseph  Bell,  of  Boston,  an  extensive  landowner, 
having  large  real  estate  interests  in  Canada.  N'ew 
England  and  the  western  states.  Mr.  McDuffee 
was  ap|»>iutcd  agent  in  their  place,  and  was  given 
the  management  and  control  of  the  sale  of  these 
large  properties,  a  trust  which  he  discharged  with 
business-like  sagacity.  During  that  time  and 
since  he  has  had  charge  of  many  other  extensive 
estates  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  connected  with  and  had 
charge  of  several  large  oil  wells  and  coal  mines  In 
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Ohio.  He  was  also  manager  of  a  linen  mill  in 
Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  for  about  two  years. 

As  a  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen 
Mr.  McDuffcc  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  town,  contributing  largely  toward  it* 
prosperity.  A  zealous  friend  of  education,  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  Brad- 
ford Academy.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Bradford  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  Company, 
personally  securing  its  charter,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  one  of  its  directors.  He  was  also 
influential  in  establishing  Tlic  Bradford  Opinion, 
soon  afterward  becoming  its  principal  owner.  He 
subsequently  soid  the  paper  to  Harry  E.  Parker. 
As  a  result  of  his  large  and  varied  experience  he 
has  become  widely  known  as  a  man  of  keen 
judgment  and  business  ability.  Fur  some  time 
he  was  engaged  by  well  known  banking  establish- 
ments in  Boston  and  New  York  to  inspect  and 
install  loan  agencies  throughout  the  western 
states  and  along  the  Pacific  coast.  A  loyal  Re- 
publican in  his  political  affiliations,  he  |>osscsscs 
the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and  has  l>een  a 
most  valuable  public  official,  holding  nearly  all 
the  town  offices  of  importance.  He  represented 
Bradford  in  the  general  assembly  in  1870,  being 
the  first  Republican  ever  elected  to  that  position 
from  that  town,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1872, 
receiving  at  that  time  the  largest  Republican 
vote  ever  polled  there.  In  1872  and  1873  he  was 
high  bailiff  of  Orange  county,  and  served  as  as- 
sistant United  States  assessor  from  1870  until  the 
abolishment  of  the  office.  In  1884  he  was  elect- 
ed from  Orange  county  to  the  state  senate,  ami 
in  that  body  he  served  on  the  committee  of  finance 
and  railroads  and  banks.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  was  chairman  of  the  county  Republican  com- 
mittee, and  in  1888  was  one  of  the  presidential 
electors.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Char- 
ity Lodge.  No.  43.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Bradford 
Chapter.  R.  A.  M. 

Mr.  McDuii'cc  married,  first,  on  March  13. 
1R6.V  Miss  Laura  Waterman,  of  Lebanon.  New 
Hampshire,  who  died  the  following  Septeml>cr, 
He  married,  second,  on  June  8.  1800.  Rosa  M.. 
daughter  of  Hon.  Roswell  M.  and  Miranda  (Nel- 
son) Bill,  of  Topsham,  Vermont.  A  child  born 
NovemlHT  23,  1870,  of  this  marriage.  Ernest  Bill 
McDuffee,  was  graduated  in  1892  from  Dart- 
month  College.     He  established  a  good  record 


during  his  college  course  for  scholarship  and  busi- 
ness ability,  and  is  now  holding  an  important 
position  as  manager  of  a  company  handling  ex- 
plosives throughout  the  United  States.  He  is 
known  as  a  highly  capable  business  man.  He 
married,  January  11,  1900,  Miss  Grace  Bacall.  of 
Maiden.  Massachusetts. 

LEROY  AUDI  EL  KENT. 

To  properly  present  the  genealogy  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  and  who 
is  now  a  thriving  merchant  of  Hardwick.  the  his- 
torian must  needs  go  back  to  Great  Britain  and 
search  the  records  during  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  exact  year  of  Joseph 
Kent's  birth  is  not  given,  but  he  was  born  in 
England,  anil  with  his  brother  Joshua  emigrated 
to  Massachusetts  in  1645.  ^c  married  Susan- 
nah George,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  named  Joseph, 
born  at  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  in  10(15.  The 
latter  left  a  son  named  John,  whose  birth  occurred 
at  Reholxith,  Massachusetts,  in  August. 
John  Kent  married  Rachel  Caqxrnter,  and  their 
son  Ezekiel.  born  at  Rehoboth,  June  22,  1744, 
took  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  Shay's 
famous  rebellion.  Ezekiel  married  Ruth  Gary, 
and  their  sou  Remember  was  destined  to  become 
the  founder  of  the  branch  of  the  familv  which 
has  so  long  and  so  creditably  been  connected  with 
the  state  of  Vermont.  Remember  Kent  was  born 
at  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  June  11,  1775.  and 
in  1708  removed  to  Calais,  Vermont,  settling  at 
the  place  later  named  in  his  honor  as  '"Kent's 
Corners."  Remember  Kent  was  an  intlueiitial 
man  in  his  dav,  and  served  in  the  state  militia,  in 
which  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain.  He  mar- 
ried Rachel  Bliss,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  named 
Ira.  who  l>ecame  a  farmer  at  Calais  and  spent  his 
entire  career  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Ira  in  early 
life  married  I 'oily  Curtis,  and  from  this  union 
came  I.cRoy  Kent,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
whose  birth  occurred  at  Calais,  Vermont.  August 
25.  18.19. 

He  completed  his  early  education  at  a  com- 
mercial school  in  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  aft- 
erwards, from  18*14  until  1K1/),  being  in  the  em- 
ploy of  a  transfer  company  at  Kurlington.  Iowa, 
which  furnishes  connection  by  ferry  between  the 
Chicago.  Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad,  ami  the 
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Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad.  Return- 
ing thence  to  Vermont,  lie  entered  ii|>on  a  mer- 
cantile career  at  C'raftsbury,  conducting  a  store 
of  general  merchandise  for  a  few  years.  From 
1873  until  1893  he  was  in  business  as  a  general 
merchant  at  Calais,  Vermont,  during  which  time 
he  also  served  as  postmaster  of  the  town,  and  like- 
wise had  other  important  interests,  becoming,  in 
1887,  a  partner  of  Mr.  McLoud,  with  whom  he 
has  since  been  associated,  although  not  as  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  firm  until  December,  1898, 
when  he  removed  to  Hardwick.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  an  enterprising  real  estate  firm,  be- 
ing a  meml>cr  of  the  syndicate  known  as  the 
Hardwick  Land  Company,  which  is  materially 
assisting  the  development  and  improvement  of 
the  town,  opening  up  and  laying  out  new  terri- 
tory for  residential  and  business  purjjoses.  He 
has  lieen  a  director  of  the  local  bank  for  the  past 
six  years. 

He  is  a  strong  Democrat  in  politics,  and  while 
a  resident  of  Calais  served  as  school  director  for 
a  number  of  terms  and  as  a  representative  to  the 
state  legislature  in  1882  and  1883.  ( >n  the  22d  of 
February,  1875.  Mr.  Kent  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Susan  Blanche  Ilollister,  who  was  born  May 
1 1,  1852,  in  Marshfield.  Vermont,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Dwight  and  Flora  (Cobum)  Hollister, 
members  of  the  farming  community  of  that  town. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  are  the  parents  of  a  son.  Ira 
Rich  Kent,  l>orn  October  28,  1876,  a  graduate  of 
Tufts  College,  now  employed  in  an  editorial  ca- 
pacity on  the  \  ouths'  Companion. 

WILLIAM  NORMAN  LAWSON. 

William  Norman  Lawson,  of  Hardwick.  en- 
gaged in  the  plumbing,  heating  and  hardware 
business,  is  a  man  of  versatile  talents,  and  is  act- 
ively identified  with  the  leading  interests  of  the 
place.  He  was  born  Deccmlxr  21 .  1857,  in  Wood- 
bury, Vermont,  the  birthpiace  of  his  father,  Rol- 
lins Lawson,  and  of  his  grandfather,  Daniel  Law- 
son,  who  was  a  farmer  and  brick-maker.  The 
last  named  was  a  son  of  Martin  Lawson.  Rollins 
I-awson,  a  natural  genius  in  mechanical  arts,  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  was  also  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  general  farming.  He  married 
Betsey  M.  Brown,  who  was  born  and  bred  in 
Calais,  Vermont. 


William  N.  Lawson  remained  on  his  father's 
farms  in  Cabot  ami  Calais  until  becoming  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  Hardwick,  where  he  served  his 
time  at  the  blacksmith's  trade,  afterwards  operat- 
ing a  smithy  on  his  own  account  for  eight  years. 
Then  building  a  shop  in  Mackville,  he  remained 
there  about  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  sold  out 
and  purchased  the  Griswold  property  on  Wol- 
cott  street,  Hardwick,  where  he  carried  on  a 
prosperous  business  for  eight  years,  when,  on 
account  of  ill  health,  he  was  compelled  to  dis- 
continue black-smithing.  The  following  three  years 
he  conducted  a  meat  market  and  grocery  on  .Main 
street,  at  the  old  Hardwick  grocery  stand.  Re- 
tiring from  mercantile  pursuits  in  1891,  he  as- 
sumed the  entire  charge  of  the  mechanical  work 
connected  with  the  installing  of  the  village  water 
works,  and  has  practically  had  control  of  the 
repairs  and  management  of  the  same  ever  since, 
the  only  chart  of  the  system  which  the  village 
possesses  being  firmly  imbedded  in  Mr.  Lawson's 
mind.  With  the  exception  of  the  three  first  jobs 
of  plumbing,  in  which  he  assisted.  Mr.  Lawson 
has  done  most  of  the  work  of  this  department, 
and  during  litis  time  has  also  built  up  a  general 
plumbing  and  heating  business,  introducing  both 
steam  and  water-heating  systems  to  the  public. 
He  now  has  a  shop  on  Main  street,  where  he 
keeps  for  sale  stoves,  tinware,  roofing  and  other 
specialties.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with 
one  reverse  in  finances,  but  has  otherwise  been 
uniformly  successful  in  his  operations.  He  is 
independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the  best  men 
and  measures,  regardless  of  party  restriction,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  Lawson  married,  July  3,  1882,  Hattie 
Adella,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  W.  and  Lucy 
(Day)  Page,  of  Hardwick,  and  they  have  three 
children,  namely:  Gertrude  M.,  Bessie  L.  and 
Josephine  K.  Mr.  Lawson  is  a  gifted  musician, 
well  versed  in  instrumental  music,  and  a  good 
vocalist,  and  has  done  more  than  any  other  one 
man  in  keeping  together  a  band  of  fine  musicians 
in  the  town,  of  which  he  is  now  the  leader,  be- 
sides which  he  has  been  a  great  help  in  all  of  the 
church  choirs.  He  has  considerable  dramatic 
talent,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  excellent 
actors,  and  are  much  in  demand  in  amateur  theat- 
rical entertainments.  His  mechanical  skill  is  also 
brought  into  activity  at  such  times,  the  scenery 
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used  being  invariably  of  his  production.  His 
artistic  ability  is  shown  in  other  ways  also,  the 
Hardwick  opera  house  having  been  built  f:uin 
his  designs  and  plans. 

HON.  GEORGE  WILKINS. 

Hon.  George  Wilkins,  the  Nestor  of  the  La- 
moille county  bar,  who  lived  to  the  vcnerabU 
age  of  eighty-live  years,  was  during  a  long  and 
active  career  the  most  striking  figure  of  his  day, 
and  his  death  has  removed  the  last  of  an  old  and 
wonderful  race  of  men  who  moulded  the  destinies 
of  the  commonwealth  during  a  most  important 
epoch.  When  upwards  of  eighty  he  yet  l>ore  him- 
self erectly  and  his  step  was  firm  and  elastic. 
His  manners  were  courtly  and  dignified,  and  he 
was  in  all  things  the  personification  of  the  real 
gentleman  of  the  old  school.  The  Nestor  of  the 
Lamoille  count)  bar,  he  was  a  busy  practitioner 
for  the  phenomenally  long  period  of  sixty  years. 
He  maintained  unimpaired  to  the  last  his  splendid 
mental  powers,  his  soundness  of  judgment,  his  in- 
timate knowledge  of  affairs  and  deep-seated  loy- 
alty to  the  community.  Only  a  few  days  before: 
his  death  his  counsel  was  sought  with  reference 
to  an  important  measure  then  pending  in  Con- 
gress. 

Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Wilkins  was  the 
principal  dependence  of  the  community,  not  only 
in  the  line  of  his  profession,  but  in  municipal  and 
personal  affairs.  As  was  remarked  by  one  who 
knew  him  well.  "Wc  presume,  were  the  question 
to  have  been  asked,  who  was  the  strongest  all- 
around  lawyer  and  business  man  in  Lamoille 
count  v.  the  answer  would  have  been  George 
Wilkin?."  Many  of  the  foremost  men  of  the 
st.it o  paid  lv'gh  tribute  to  his  excellencies  and 
usefulness.  Senator  Dillingham  said  of  him. 
soon  after  his  decease:  "Mr.  Wilkins  was  a 
man  of  marked  ability,  strong  individuality  and 
pronounced  traits  of  character :"  and  Senator 
Redfield  Proctor,  in  a  letter  written  with  refer- 
ence to  this  sketch  of  Mr.  Wilkins'  life,  said: 

''The  people  of  Vermont  universally  felt,  I  am 
sure,  as  I  did,  great  sorrow  to  learn  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  Wilkuis.  Through  his  long  life  he  had 
been  a  very  iw-t'ul  man.  stanch  and  strong,  and 
true  to  his  political  principles,  and  always  stand- 
ing up  tearli  -slv  for  what  he  believed  to  be  right. 


His  standing  was  such  as  to  give  him  not  only 
•;.uat  influence  in  his  own  county,  but  through- 
out the  state,  for  people  felt  generally  that  George 
Wilkins,  of  Stowe,  must  be  on  the  right  side. 
Though  on  account  of  residing  so  far  apart  wc 
did  not  often  meet,  1  was  glad  to  count  him  al- 
was  as  a  steadfast  friend,  for  loyalty  to  his 
friends  and  his  principles  was  inherent  in  his  na- 
ture. He  was  a  natural  born  guide  and  leader, 
and  his  advice  was  often  sought  in  political  and 
party  matters  and  always  respected.  He  had 
tilled  a  prominent  place  in  Vermont  affairs  for  a 
long  time,  and  his  death  was  a  public  loss." 

Mr.  Wilkins  was  unusually  able  as  a  trial  law- 
yer, and  an  earnest,  thorough  and  resolute  ad- 
vocate. He  had  in  charge  the  greater  part  of  the 
most  important  litigation  in  his  county,  many 
of  his  cases  involving  large  values  and  intricate 
questions  of  law,  and  he  was  usually  successful 
in  their  conduct.  His  iegal  abilities  and  his  ex- 
cellent business  tact  were  exerted  in  all  things 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  aid- 
ed in  all  worthy  public  movements,  and  many 
salutary  efforts  had  their  inception  in  him.  His 
counsel  was  much  sought  by  the  people  about 
him,  in  all  manner  of  personal  matters,  and  his 
advice  and  aid  were  freely  given.  The  Rev.  J. 
Edward  Wright  said  of  him  : 

Mr.  Wilkins  possessed  a  well  disciplined  mind. 
He  was  a  man  of  strength,  both  intellectually  and 
morally,  a  keen  discerner  of  the  right,  a  scorner 
of  shams  and  subterfuges,  ami  tenacious  in  main- 
taining positions  which  he  had  with  due  consid- 
eration assumed.  So,  in  religious  matters  he 
could  not  content  himself  with  an  easy-going  as- 
sent to  views  that  were  inherited,  or  views  that 
were  generally  current — views  that  belonged  to 
others  rather  than  to  himself.  A  doctrine  must 
commend  itself  to  his  own  best  judgment  to  win 
his  indorsement.  It  was  not  sufficient  that  his 
emotions  were  stirred  by  a  sermon.  It  must 
meet  the  demands  of  his  intellect  and  his  moral 
nature,  or  he  could  not  accept  it  as  a  presentation 
of  the  truth.  Hence,  he  took  and  firmly  held  in 
religion  a  position  with  the  few.  rather  than  with 
the  main,  lie  avowed  himself  a  Unitarian,  and 
from  the  organization  of  the  Unitarian  Society  in 
Stowe  in  1S04  till  his  death  he  was  one  of  its 
main  supporters.  Upon  him  great  dependence 
was  placed,  especially  at  times  when  the  society 
was  with- ml  a  minister,  and  lay  service-  were 
held;  and  even  at  the  age  of  four  score  he  did 
not  deem  hints*  If  to.,  old  1,.  share  often  in  the 
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young  people's  meetings  and  impart  generously 
from  his  stores  of  wisdom,  the  accumulations  of 
much  .study  ami  of  long  experience.  He  empha- 
sized in  these  addresses  the  value  of  truth  and  of 
truthfulness,  the  importance  of  fact  above  theory, 
the  reign  of  law  in  God's  world,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  escaping  the  natural  consequences  of  the 
violation  of  law  by  any  scheme  or  artifice.  In 
his  judgment  salvation  was  won  by  conformity 
to  the  divine  will — the  only  safety  lay  in  doing 
right.  Thus  Mr.  Wilkins  was,  far  more  than 
most  religious  laymen,  a  preacher  of  righteous- 
ness ;  ami  his  oft-reiterated  counsels  cannot  have 
been  given  to  his  young  hearers  in  vain." 

Mr.  Wilkins  was  bom  in  Stowc,  Vermont, 
December  6,  1817,  son  of  Uriah  and  Nancy 
(Kittmlge)  Wilkins.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  and,  during  brief  periods,  the  academics 
in  Johnson  and  Montpclier,  but  his  large  fund  of 
knowledge  was  mainly  acquired  through  his  per- 
sonal home  reading.  He  prepared  for  his  pro- 
fession under  the  preceptorship  of  Messrs.  Butler 
and  Bingham,  the  leading  lawyers  of  Stowc  at 
that  time,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1841.  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  Mr.  Wil- 
kins practiced  in  association  with  Mr.  Butler  for 
five  years,  and  in  1845  he  purchased  his  part- 
ner's law  library  ami  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  L.  S.  Small.  The  firm  was  soon  dissolved, 
and  thereafter  Mr.  Wilkins  practiced  alone. 

Mis  public  service  was  frequent  and  highly 
useful.  In  1852-53  he  served  as  state's  attorney 
and  acquitted  himself  most  creditably.  In  1859 
he  was  elected  to  the  senate  from  Lamoille  coun- 
ty. In  that  important  place  he  displayed  all  the 
qualities  of  the  wise  and  conscientious  legislator, 
and  his  constituents  would  have  gladly  advanced 
him  had  be  manifested  any  partiality  for  a  politi- 
cal career.  But  his  tastes  were  for  his  pro- 
fession, the  community  and  his  personal  con- 
cents. Thus  destitute  of  political  ambition .  he 
was  of  that  class  which  deems  participation  in 
political  affairs  one  of  the  first  duties  of  citizen- 
ship, and  he  exerted  a  strong  influence  in  behalf 
of  the  Rqmblican  party,  to  whose  principles  he 
was  deeply  attached,  and  which  he  eloquently 
maintained  on  many  occasions,  before  large  as- 
semblages. He  had  a  remarkably  fine  voice,  deep 
and  rich  tones.  At  a  public  entertainment  in  a 
town  in  New  Hampshire,  the  phonograph  re- 
peated a  speech  he  made  through  it  in  Stowc. 


A  clergyman  present  recognized  the  voice,  re- 
marking, "I  should  know  thai  voice  if  I  had  heard 
it  in  Heaven."'  The  circumstances  being  related 
to  Mr.  Wilkins,  he  replied,  "I  wonder  if  he  ever 
expects  to  hear  it  there."  He  was  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Lincoln,  and  was  a  delegate  in  the 
National  Union  convention,  1804,  which  renomi- 
nated that  eminent  statesman  to  the  presidency. 
In  l8()S  he  was  a  presidential  elector  from  the 
Third  congressional  district  of  V  ermont,  and  cast 
his  vote  for  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  for  presi- 
dent, and,  as  a  delegate  in  the  national  Rqnib- 
lican convention  of  1872  he  aided  in  the  rcnomina- 
tion  of  the  distinguished  soldier. 

Mr.  Wilkins  was  ever  deeply  interested  in  ed- 
ucational affairs,  and  afforded  liberal  aid  in  tlw 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  schools  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  town.  In  1870  he  gave  to  each 
one  a  copy  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary, 
and  he  subsequently  provided  them  with  glol>es 
and  astronomical  apparatus.  He  was  a  w  arm  ad- 
mirer of  (he  soldiers  who  defended  their  Coun- 
try during  the  Civil  war,  and  in  token  of  his  ad- 
miration for  their  services  he  presented  to  H. 
H.  Smith  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  a  beautiful  soldiers' 
memorial  volume,  which  volume  as  Soldiers'  Rec- 
ord is  to  have  a  place  with  the  Soldiers'  Tablets, 
etc.,  in  Memorial  Hall,  an  elegant  building,  the 
munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Healy  Akeley,  of  Minne- 
apolis, to  the  town  of  Stowe.  and  which  was 
dedicated  August  19,  1003.  during  "Old  Home 
Week."  In  recognition  of  the  gift  of  Mr.  Wil- 
kins, he  and  his  wife  were  subsequently  the  guests 
of  honor  at  a  camp-fire,  where  they  were  made, 
the  recipients  of  a  volume,  "Words  of  Lincoln." 
which  was  treasured  by  them  far  Ijeyond  its  in- 
trinsic worth. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Wil- 
kins devoted  much  of  his  time  to  caring  for  his 
large  properties.  I  Ir  was  for  twenty-five  years 
the  largest  real  estate  owner  in  Lamoille  county, 
antl  it  is  said  that  he  possessed  as  many  as  forty 
farms,  and  he  paid  taxes  in  twelve  different  towns. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  I^unoille  Coun- 
ty National  Bank,  in  which  he  was  a  director 
from  the  first,  and  he  rarely  failed  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  directors. 

Ex-Governor  I'age,  who  was  a  brother  di- 
rector with  Mr.  Wilkins  in  this  bank  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  gave  expression  to 
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the  following  language  in  a  letter  written  subse- 
quent to  his  death.  It  was  not  designed  for 
publication,  but  it  so  well  expresses  some  of  the 
strong  characteristics  of  Mr.  Wilkins  that  wc 
deem  it  worthy  a  place  in  this  article.  Governor 
Page  said : 

"For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  I  was 
an  associate  with  Mr.  Wilkins  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Lamoille  County  National  Bank 
and  presume  I  knew  him  as  few  men  did.  It  was 
our  custom  at  each  directors'  meeting  of  our  bank 
to  bring  forward  a  record  of  every  note  dis- 
counted during  the  preceding  month,  and  discuss 
the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  different  individ- 
ual signers.  I  came  to  respect  not  only  his  sound 
business  judgment,  his  correctness  in  weighing 
men  and  matters,  but  his  kindness  of  heart  as 
well,  because  in  discussing  the  different  men  pri- 
vately, as  we  did,  I  was  enabled  to  gauge  the  nat- 
ural characteristics  and  idiosyncrasies  of  my 
brother  director,  net  only  with  reference  to  his 
excellent  business  judgment,  but  as  to  his  kindly 
regard  for  his  brother  fellow  men." 

Mr.  Wilkins  was  married  July  12,  184G,  to 
Mi*s  .Maria  N.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Rlanchard)  Wilson,  of  Ilopkinton,  New  York. 
A  lady  of  fine  intellect  and  many  accomplish- 
ments, she  has  exerted  a  strong  influence,  not  only 
in  the  community  but  throughout  the  state. 
Deeply  interested  in  all  pertaining  to  education, 
her  zeal  and  ability  led  to  her  election  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  and  she  was  the  first  woman 
to  occupy  that  position.  She  prepared  and  read 
before  th':  town  meetings  exhaustive  reports  upon 
the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools,  with  the 
result  that  their  efficiency  was  greatly  increased. 
During  her  term  of  office  and  through  her  effort, 
was  held  the  first  and  only  session  of  the  stats 
teachers'  institute  in  the  village  of  Stowe,  and. 
the  spring  following,  the  county  commissioners  of 
education  there  held  a  two  days'  examination  for 
the  firs:  and  only  time  in  the  history  of  the  place. 

Mrs.  Wilkins  has  frequently  addressed  large 
assemblages  in  various  cities  throughout  the 
state,  on  education,  temperance  and  other  topics 
related  to  the  home  and  the  community,  and  has 
habitually  received  most  gratifying  commenda- 
tion <>f  her  abilities  as  a  speaker.  She  is  a  grace- 
ful writer,  and  has  made  many  meritorious  con- 
tributions to  the  press:  one  of  the  most  important 
was  her  "History  of  Stowe."  which  was  not  only 


an  accurate  narrative  of  events,  but  was  pleasing 
for  its  bright  reference  to  events  and  persons  of 
the  past. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  brought  into  their 
home  three  orphans,  Charles  B.  Swift  and  his 
sisters.  Maude  M.  and  Elizabeth  M.  Swift,  the 
children  of  Captain  J.  H.  Swift,  who  was  a 
former  sea  captain  of  New  Bedford,  Massachu- 
setts, and  w  ho  was  later  a  resident  of  Washing- 
ton. Upon  these  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  be- 
stowed a  really  parental  affection,  bringing  them 
up  as  their  own.  Charles  B.  Swift  was  the  son 
of  Captain  Swift  by  his  first  wife,  Louise  Butler, 
daughter  of  Captain  Butler,  of  New  Bedford, 
Massachusetts.  Captain  Swift  married  for  his 
third  wife  Emily  C.  Wilson,  of  Vallcjo,  Cali- 
fornia, a  sister  of  Mrs.  Wilkins,  and  she  died  in 
California,  March  14.  lyoo.  Charles  B.  Swift 
was  educated  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business 
College  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  is  now  a 
highly  respected  citizen  and  extensive  lumber 
dealer  of  Garfield,  Vermont.  He  is  the  father  of 
two  children,  Louise  D.  and  George  W.  Swift. 
Maude  Swift  was  educated  in  the  People's  Acad- 
emy, in  Morrisvillc,  and  the  Normal  School  in 
Johnson.  She  married  Mr.  Harry  C.  Fullington, 
of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children. — Mary  W.  and  Birney  Swift 
Fullington.  Klizabcth  M.  Swift  also  attended 
the  Normal  School  in  Johnson,  and  now  has  a 
home  with  Mrs.  Wilkins  in  Stowe,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Wilkins  died  on  March  22,  1902.  His 
death,  white  :n  a  manner  not  unexpected,  on 
account  of  his  advanced  age,  was  a  shock  to  the 
community  which  held  him  in  genuine  respect  and 
esteem,  and  the  expressions  at  his  funeral  were 
sincere  and  touching.'  Mrs.  Wilkins,  who  sur- 
vives him.  is  left  with  the  grateful  fragrance  of  a 
memory  of  one  w  ho  was  all  gentleness  and  beauty, 
and  wl'osc  life  influenced  for  good  all  who  came 
into  his  genial  presence. 

JOSIAH  BURTON  HOLL1STER. 

Josiah  Burton  Hollister,  a  prominent  man  of 
affairs  of  Rutland.  Vermont,  is  descended,  like 
so  many  of  the  sons  of  the  Green  Mountain  state, 
from  aticestors  who  emigrated  from  the  neigh- 
boring colony  of  Massachusetts,  to  aid  in  securing 
from  savagery  the  trackless  forests  of  what  was 
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destined  to  be  in  time  to  come  the  state  of 
Vermont. 

Elijah  Strong  Hollister,  grandfather  of  J. 
Burton  Hollister,  was  born  in  Lee,  Massachus- 
etts, and  served,  under  two  enlistments,  three 
years  and  six  months  in  the  Continental  army. 
At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  moved 
to  Manchester,  Bennington  county,  Vermont, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  staging  business,  being 
part  owner  and  manager  of  the  line  of  stages 
from  Middlebury  to  Bennington.  He  married 
Mary  Clark,  and  was  the  father  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. He  died  in  Rutland  at  about  fifty  years  of 
age. 

Alvah  Hollister,  son  of  Elijah  S.  and  Mary 
(Clark)  Hollister,  was  born  in  Manchester,  and 
was  a  farmer  the  most  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  a  great  admirer  and  strong 
adherent  of  Henry  Clay,  fie  married  Polly  Mun- 
son,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  J.  Burton,  mentioned  hereinafter,  was 
the  youngest.  Mr.  Alvah  Hollister  died  in  Man- 
chester at  the  age"  of  eighty-one  years,  and  his 
wile  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

J.  Burton  Hollister  was  born  June  17,  1831, 
at  Sandgate.  Vermont.  He  was  educated  at  Burr 
and  Burton  Seminary,  and  Dartmouth  College. 
He  went  west  in  1855  and  was  principal  of  an 
academy  one  year  in  Rushville,  Illinois;  then  re- 
turned to  Vermont  and  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  general  business  until  1865,  when  he  bought 
an  interest  in  a  marble  quarry  in  Dorset,  and  since 
then  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  marble 
business. 

Mr.  Hollister  was  superintendent  of  schools 
in  Manchester  for  three  years,  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  from  Manchester  in  1863 
and  1864;  state  senator  from  Bennington  county 
in  1865,  and  a  member  of  the  last  council  of  cen- 
sors in  1869.  In  1873  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
trusties  of  Burr  and  Burton  Seminary,  located  at 
Manchester.  In  1878  he  moved  to  Dorset  to 
engage  more  extensively  in  the  marble  business, 
and,  for  the  same  purpose,  in  1881  moved  to 
Rutland.  In  1901  Mr.  Hollister  was  elected 
mayor  of  Rutland,  his  administration  proving  ex- 
tremely beneficial  to  the  best  interests  of  the  citv. 
the  present  handsome  city  hall  having  been  erect- 
ed during  his  administration. 

Mr.  Hollister  marired  C.  Frances,  daughter  of 
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the  late  William  Page,  of  Rutland.  She  died  De- 
cember 16,  1886,  and  Mr.  Hollister  subsequently 
married  Ella  S.,  daughter  of  Charles  Olmstead, 
of  Rutland.  From  1888  to  1894  Mr.  Hollister's 
home  was  in  Pittsford,  Vermont,  but  in  the  latter 
year  he  returned  to  Rutland,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

HARRY  MARTIN  FAY. 

Harry  Martin  Fay.  a  progressive  farmer  of 
North  Williston,  Vermont,  is  a  member  of  the 
old  and  famous  Fay  family  of  New  England. 
John  Fay,  son  of  Nathan  Fay,  and  great-grand- 
father of  Harry  Martin  Fay,  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  July  31,  1783,  and  when  a 
young  boy  removed  with  his  parents  to  Richmond, 
Vermont.  On  September  5,  1806,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Polly  Bishop,  daughter  of  Daniel  Bishop, 
of  Hinesburg,  Vermont,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children:  Roswell  B.,  July  5,  1808;  Electa, 
February  24,  181 1 ;  Roxana,  November  23,  1815; 
Daniel  B.,  July  17,  1819;  Ransom,  August  5, 
1822;  Julius,  August  23,  1825,  Edith,  February 
23,  1828;  and  Hiram  J.,  December  25,  1831. 

Roswell  B.  Fay,  grandfather  of  Harry  M. 
Fay,  was  born  in  Richmond,  Vermont,  July  5, 
1808.  In  1838  he  removed  to  Williston,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  became  extensively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  later  on  in  lumber  manu- 
facturing. In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republi- 
can. He  represented  his  town  in  the  general  as- 
sembly in  1850  and  185 1.  In  186 1  and  1862  he 
was  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Chitten- 
den, and  during  his  many  years  of  residence  in 
Williston  held  many  offices  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. He  was  one  of  the  men  largely  instru- 
mental in  erecting  and  maintaining  the  Universal- 
ist  church  of  Williston.  In  1886  he  removed  to 
Oakland,  California,  where  he  staill  resides  with 
his  son,  Alfred  C.  Fay. 

Mr.  Fay  married,  September  18,  1833,  Ann 
Cutler,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cutler,  of  Rich- 
mond ;  she  died  May  1,  1870.  Of  this  union 
there  were  botn  five  children:  Marcia  Eliza; 
John  Miles :  Alfred  Cutler :  Cynthia  Roxana ;  and 
Lucy  Valeria,  born  in  1848,  died  in  childhood, 
hood. 

Marcia  E.,  l>orn  in  Richmond,  Vermont,  No- 
vember 28.  1837,  was  an  earnest  student  and  be- 
came a  teacher  of  languages  in  Williston  Acad- 
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emy,  at  that  time  a  flourishing  institution.  She 
married  Hiram  A.  Clark,  of  Williston,  Vermont, 
in  1861,  and  died  the  same  year. 

Alfred  C.  was  born  in  Willislon,  Vermont, 
March  6,  1843.  ^n  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  H|  was  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature from  Williston  in  1886,  and  the  following 
year  removed  to  Calif onria,  where  he  has  since 
been  extensively  engaged  in  the  dairy  business 
in  the  city  of  Oakland.  He  married,  in  1879, 
Adelaide  Brownell,  daughter  of  George  W. 
Brownell,  of  Williston.  Vermont. 

Cynthia  R.,  born  in  Williston,  Vermont,  June 
I5»  1845.  married  Jonathan  R.  Talcott,  nf  Willis- 
ton, and  they  removed  to  Oakland,  California,  in 
1879.  They  have  two  children,  Anna  Fay,  wife 
of  Walter  Gawne,  and  Seth  R.  Talcott. 

John'M.  Fay,  father  of  Harry  M.  Fay,  was 
born  in  Williston,  Vermont,  April  23,  1840.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  Williston  Acad- 
emy and  later  was  graduated  from  Eastman's 
Business  College,  Poughkecpsie,  New  York. 
When  a  young  man  he  purchased  a  large  farm 
adjoining  the  old  homestead  at  North  Williston. 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  making 
a  specialty  of  fine  dairy  butter.  In  his  politcs 
Mr.  Fay  was  a  Republican,  and  was  chosen  to 
serve  in  the  various  local  offices  of  the  town. 
He  was  a  consistent  and  earnest  member  and 
worker  in  the  Universalist  church  at  Williston. 
In  1864  Mr.  Fay  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Julia  R.  Martin,  daughter  of  Harry  P.  and  Julia 
(Ormsby)  Martin,  of  Underhill,  Vermont.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  union :  Harry  M. ; 
and  Abbie  L.,  wife  of  Clinton  S.  Wright,  of 
Williston.  Mr.  Fay  died  February  2,  1879,  and 
his  wife  died  June  5,  1888. 

Harry  Martin  Fay,  only  son  of  John  M.  and 
Julia  (Martin)  Fay,  was  born  in  Williston,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1865.  He  received  his  education  at 
Williston  Academy  and  Goddard  Seminary,  at 
Barre,  Vermont.  Before  finishing  his  schooling 
he  was  obliged,  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
father,  to  return  home  and  take  up  the  duties  of 
the  farm,  and  since  then,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years  spent  in  California,  he  has  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  on  the  farm  purchased 
by  his  father,  and  where  he  was  born. 

Mr.  Fay  is  a  very  staunch  Republican,  and 


has  faithfully  served  his  town  in  many  of  the 
town  offices.  He  is  a  member  of  North  Star 
Lodge  Xo.  12,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Richmond.  Ver- 
mont. On  December  9,  1890,  Mr.  Fay  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Josie  H.  Hutchinson, 
daughter  of  James  H.  and  Emily  Butler  Hutchin- 
son, one  of  the  old  and  respected  families  of 
Jericho,  Vermont.  An  account  of  the  genealogy 
of  the  earlier  generations  of  this  family  will  be 
found  in  another  part  of  this  work  in  the  sketch 
of  Ellery  Claiming  Fay. 

CHARLIE  C.  LAWSON. 

Charlie  C.  I-awson,  of  Hard  wick,  is  carry- 
ing on  a  lucrative  business  in  this  village  as  a 
baker  and  confectioner,  and  a  dealer  in  ice 
cream,  soda  water  and  groceries.  He  was  born 
October  27,  1865,  in  Woodbury.  Vermont,  a  son 
of  Rawlins  and  Betsey  M.  (Brown)  Lawson.  and 
a  brother  of  William  N.  Lawson,  of  whom  a 
brief  sketch  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Giarlic  C.  Lawson  was  but  six  months  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Cabot,  Vermont, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  smithy  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship of  five  years  at  the  blacksmith's  trade. 
This  he  did  tiot  follow  long,  discontinuing  it  partly 
on  account  of  a  distaste  for  it,  and  partly  owing 
to  lack  of  physical  strength.  He  has  much  me- 
chanical ingenuity,  however,  using  tools  with 
skill  and  dexterity,  and  has  done  considerable 
carpenter  work.  In  1895  he  located  in  Hard- 
wick,  establishing  his  present  business,  the  only 
one  of  the  the  kind  in  the  town,  and  has  here 
built  up  a  most  satisfactory  trade  in  his  line  of 
goods.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  fra- 
ternally is  a  member  of  Hardwick  Lodge,  No. 
68,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  treasurer. 

On  Julv  3,  1889,  Mr.  Lawson  married  Flora 
A.  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Lyndon,  Vermont, 
October  19,  1869,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Roset- 
ta  ( Newell)  Cole.  Her  father,  a  miller  by  trade, 
was  in  business  in  Cabot  and  other  Vermont 
towns  for  many  years,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawson  have 
two  children:  Dean  C,  born  August  27,  1890: 
and  Max  N.,  born  August  23,  1893. 
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DONLY  CL'RTIS  HAWLEY,  M.  D. 

The  ancient  and  honorable  New  England  fam- 
ily of  Haw  Icy,  of  which  Dr.  Donly  Curtis  Haw- 
ley,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative, was  founded  by  Samuel  Hawley,  who 
came  from  England  in  1666  and  settled  in  Strat- 
ford. Connecticut.  Samuel  Hawley  had  two  sons, 
Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Ephraim,  and  the  names  of  his 
daughters  arc  unknown.  Samuel,  Jr.,  settled  in 
Derby.  Connecticut,  on  the  Housatonic  river,  and 
Ephraim  settled  in  Xewtown.  Connecticut,  mar- 
ried and  was  the  father  of  ten  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. The  line  of  descent  from  Ephraim  Hawley 
is  as  follows:  JehicI,  son  of  Ephraim;  Andrew, 


COAT  OF  ARMS  OF  BOYNTON  FAMILY. 

son  of  Jchiel ;  Eli.  son  of  Andrew ;  Andrew,  son 
of  Eli ;  Jacob,  son  of  Andrew  Abijah,  son  of 
Jacob ;  Lyman,  son  of  Abijah ;  Curtis  F.,  son  of 
Lyman ;  and  Donly  C.  son  of  Curtis  F.  Hawley. 

Abijah  Hawley.  great-grandfather  of  Dr. 
Donly  C.  Hawley,  removed  from  Arlington,  Ver- 
mont, to  Fairfax,  Vermont,  in  1789.  He  was  a 
devout  Christian,  and  as  there  was  no  church  or- 
ganization in  Fairfax  until  1832,  he  had  divine 
services  read  in  his  own  house. 

Lyman  Hawley,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Donly  C. 
Hawley.  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a 
man  of  more  th.it  ordinary  ability  and  was  hon- 
ored for  his  nobilitv  of  character  and  public  use- 
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fulness.  He  served  in  the  capacity  of  selectman 
for  several  years,  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
represented  his  town  in  the  state  legislature  dur- 
ing the  years  of  1839  and  1840.  He  was  famil- 
iarly known  amongst  his  townsmen  as  "Squire 
Hawley."  He  was  instrumental  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Vermont  and  as- 
sisted in  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  dur- 
ing the  time  of  Bishop  Hopkins.  Before  the  days 
of  railways  he  went  from  Buck  Hollow  in  Fair- 
fax, Vermont,  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  with  a 
two  horse  team,  with  which  he  conveyed  his  own 
produce  of  butter,  eggs  and  other  articles,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  neighbors.  He  started  to  drive  to 
Boston  with  his  produce,  but  disposed  of  his 
entire  stock  at  Lowell.  He  still  continued  on  his 
journey  to  Boston,  visited  the  places  of  interest 
and  returned  home.  Lyman  Hawley  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Betsy  Farns- 
worth.  who  bore  him  twelve  children ;  his  second 
wife  was  Melissa  Wells,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren. His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years. 

Curtis  F.  Hawley,  son  of  Lyman  and  Betsy 
(  Farnsworth)  Hawley  and  father  of  Dr.  Donly 
C.  Hawley,  was  born  in  Fairfax,  Vermont,  Au- 
gust 2,  1826.  He  was  educated  in  the  Bakers- 
field  Academy,  the  late  Jacob  Spaulding  being  his 
instructor.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  John  Branch,  of  St.  Albans,  and 
then  entered  the  Castlcton  Medical  College,  at 
Castleton,  Vermont,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1848.  He  l>egan  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Fletcher,  Vermont,  and  there  remained 
until  1858.  when  he  removed  to  Fairfax,  where 
he  resided  and  continued  his  practice  until  his 
death.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  surgeon  in 
the  United  States  Hospital  at  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont. He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  the  Franklin  County  Medical 
Society.  He  was  elected  to  serve  in  all  the  town 
offices,  including  that  of  town  clerk,  treasurer, 
sii|)erintendent  of  schools,  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
which  positions  he  filled  for  many  years.  He  was 
the  member  of  the  state  legislature  from  Fair- 
fax in  1872  and  in  1874.  He,  was  a  communi- 
cant of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  and  in 
politics  was  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party. 
Dr.  Curtis  F.  Hawley  married  Louise  A.  Boynton, 
who  was  born  in  Fletcher,  Vermont,  September 
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13,  1822.  Their  children  were :  Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Cordelia  E.,  who  died 
in  Lansing,  Minnesota,  at  the  age  of  six  years; 
and  Donly  C.  Hawley.  Dr.  Hawley,  father  of 
these  children,  died  September  26,  1900,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  son  in 
Burlington,  on  April  13,  1903,  after  a  five  days' 
illness,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  her  age. 

Mrs.  Hawley.  mother  of  Dr.  Donly  C.  Haw- 
ley, was  a  daughter  of  William  R.  Boynton  and 
traced  her  ancestry  to  the  eleventh  century,  the 
first  member  of  the  family  coming  from  England 
to  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  in  1638.  They  were 
one  of  the  first  families  of  their  day  and  belonged 
to  an  old  and  honored  race,  whose  gallant  deeds 
won  for  them  high  praise  and  distinction. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  name  of  Boynton  of 
whom  there  is  any  record  was  Bartholomew  dc 
Boynton,  who  resided  in  the  ancient  village  of 
Boynton  in  the  eastern  part  of  Yorkshire,  near  the 
North  Sea,  and  who  was  seized  of  the  manor  of 
Boynton  in  1067,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Walter,  who  was  a  prominent  resident  there  in 
the  year  1091.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Sir 
Ingram  de  Boynton,  in  1 159,  and  his  son  Thomas 
was  the  father  of  Robert  de  Boynton,  who  flour- 
ished in  1205  ;  his  son  Ingraham  married,  in  1235, 
Margaret  Gindall,  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Gin- 
dall ;  their  son  was  Walter,  father  of  Ingraham, 
who  was  living  in  the  year  1272.  Sir  Walter,  son 
of  Ingraham.  was  knighted  in  1356,  and  was  in 
the  service  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  Brittany  ;  his 
son  and  heir.  Sir  Thomas  of  Acclam,  was  lord  of 
the  ancient  demesne  in  Boynton,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Sir  Thomas,  knighted,  who  left 
one  son.  Sir  Henry,  knighted,  who  joined  Henry 
Percy  (  Earl  of  Northumberland ) ,  who  had  tak- 
en up  arms  against  Henry  the  Fourth,  in  1405 ; 
they  were  defeated,  and  Sir  Henry  Boynton,  with 
seven  others,  was  executed  at  Sadbury,  in  York- 
shire. July  2,  1405.  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  William,  who  distinguished  himself  by  his 
deeds  of  valor,  and  his  son,  Sir  Thomas,  knighted, 
did  honor  to  his  memory.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Sir  Christopher,  first,  who  was  seated  at 
Sadbury.  in  Yorkshire,  England ;  his  son.  Sir 
Christopher,  second,  of  Sadbury.  owned  large  es- 
tates in  Newton  and  Wintringham,  and  two 
daughters  and  one  son  survive  him.  His  son 
Robert  Boynton.  of  East  Heslerton,  died  in  1526, 


ami  was  survived  by  three  sons,  one  of  whom, 
William,  was  a  priest ;  another  son  was  James  of 
Wintringham,  who  died  in  1534,  and  left  three 
sons.  .  Roger,  the  eldest  son  of  James  Boynton, 
also  resided  in  Wintringham,  and  upon  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1558,  was  survived  by  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  William,  the  third  son 
of  Roger  Boynton,  was  also  a  resident  of  Win- 
tringham;  he  died  in  1615,  having  made  his  will 
the  same  year;  he  was  survived  by  a  widow,  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  One  of  his  sons,  Will- 
iam, born  at  Knapton,  England,  was  the  father 
of  two  sons,  William  and  John.  William,  the 
first  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  America, 
was  born  in  Knapton,  England,  in  1605,  and,  ac- 
companied by  his  brother  John,  who  was  born  in 
1614,  joined  the  expedition  under  the  auspices  of 
Sir  Matthew  Boynton,  who  married  a  daughter 
of  Sir  Henry  Griffith,  who  resided  where  the  pres- 
ent representative  of  the  family,  Sir  Francis  Boyn- 
ton, Baronet,  continues  to  reside.  Sir  Henry 
Somcrville  Boynton,  brother  of  Sir  Francis,  the 
present  Baronet  (1898),  resides  in  the  same 
castle. 

John  Boynton,  the  younger  brother  of  William 
Boynton,  was  born  in  Knapton,  Wintrigham,  in 
the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1614. 
After  his  arrival  in  this  country  with  his  brother 
William,  he  settled  at  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  in 
1638,  and  two  years  later  had  one  acre  and  a  half 
of  land  assigned  to  him  next  to  his  brother  Will- 
iam, which  he  cultivated  to  a  high  state  of  per- 
fection. He  was  a  tailor  by  trade.  John  Boyn- 
ton married  Ellen  "Eleanor"  Pell,  of  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  his  death  occurred  February  18, 
1670.  Their  son  was  Captain  Joseph  Boynton, 
born  March  23,  1669-70,  married  January  30, 
1692-3.  Bridget  Harris,  who  was  l>orn  in  Rowley, 
Massachusetts,  November  26,  1672,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Harris;  she  died  October  14,  1757. 
Joseph  Boynton  was  deacon  of  the  first  church  in 
Rowley,  Massachusetts,  from  1723  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  November  25,  1755. 
His  friends  tell  of  him  (with  great  pleasure)  how 
after  his  seventieth  year  he  hewed  a  beam  for  a 
meeting  house,  without  chalk  or  line,  so  perfectly 
that  they  had  his  name  carved  on  it  as  a  memento. 
He  was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  one  of 
whom,  Shukiel,  born  June  6,  1740,  was  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier  and  resided  at  Sterling.  Massa- 
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chusetts.  He  was  six  feet  seven  inches  tall, 
weighed  three  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  and  pos- 
sessed remarkable  strength.  Another  son  of  Jos- 
eph Boyntoti  was  Ephraitn,  born  in  Rowley,  Mas- 
sachusetts, July  16,  1707.  He  married  Sarah 
Stuart,  who  was  born  in  Rowley,  Massachusetts, 
August  25,  1712,  daughter  of  John  Stuart.  In 
1752  Fphraim  inherited  a  tract  of  land  in  Cox- 
hall,  York  county,  Maine,  from  his  father,  and  in 
1757  he  sold  his  farm  in  Rowley  and  went  to 
Chochset,  that  being  the  name  given  by  the  In- 
dians to  what  was  for  many  years  the  second  par- 
ish of  Lancaster.  It  was  incorporated  as  a  town 
in  1 78 1  and  called  Sterling.  They  had  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
Abiel,  lx>rn  in  Sterling.  Massachusetts,  December 
,  23,  1753.  He  married  Louisa  (Lois),  born  Jan- 
uary 2,  1762,  daughter  of  William  and  Betsy 
Raymond,  of  Holden,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Boyn- 
ton  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  as  were  eight  of 
his  brothers,  and  altogether  over  ninety  Boynton 
descendants  of  William  and  John  took  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Abiel  Boynton  died  De- 
cember 17,  1810.  He  had  eleven  children,  the 
ninth  child  being  William  R.  Boynton,  born  in 
Rowley,  Massachusetts,  August  30,  1799.  He 
married  Annie  Elliott,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them:  Thankful  E.,  who 
married  Willard  White;  Louise  A.,  bom  in 
Fletcher,  Vermont,  September  13,  1822;  and 
Lovisa  A.,  who  married  Horace  Chapman.  Lou- 
he  A.  married  Dr.  Curtis  F.  Hawley,  of  Fletcher, 
Vermont. 

Dr.  Donly  C.  Hawley,  son  of  Dr.  Curtis  F. 
and  Louise  Ann  (Boynton)  Hawley,  was  born 
October  31,  1855.  in  Fletcher,  Vermont.  He  ac- 
quired a  libera!  education,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  New  Hampton  Institute  at  Fairfax, 
in  1873,  from  Barre  Academy  in  1874,  having 
been  a  pupil  of  the  venerable  Jacob  Spaulding, 
who  was  his  father's  preceptor  at  the  Bakers- 
field  Academy,  and  from  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, at  Burlington,  in  1878,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  From  the  latter  year  until 
1882  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Fairfax  with  his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of 
C.  F.  &  D.  C.  Hawley.  In  the  meantime  he  read 
medicine  under  the  prcceptorship  of  his  father, 
and  he  further  prosecuted  his  medical  studies  in 
1883-84  in  the  office  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Bingham,  at 


Burlington,  Vermont.  He  completed  his  profes- 
sional education  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1884  with  high  distinction,  being  vale- 
dictorian of  his  class,  which  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dren  and  one  members. 

Dr.  Hawley  entered  upon  his  professional  ca- 
reer in  Brattlcboro,  Vermont,  taking  the  practice 
of  Drs.  Holton  and  Conland  for  a  few  months. 
In  January,  1885,  he  located  in  Burlington,  where 
he  is  well  established  in  a  constantly  growing 
practice,  devoting  a  large  share  of  his  attention 
to  surgery,  for  which  he  possesses  special  apti- 
tude and  proficiency.  In  addition  to  the  exac- 
tions of  his  personal  practice,  he  has  given  much 
time  to  hospital  and  institutional  work.  He  has 
been  attending  surgeon  in  the  Mary  Fletcher 
Hospital  since  1887,  and  is  lecturer  on  surgical 
nursing  in  the  training  school  for  nurses  con- 
nected with  that  institution,  and  is  also  attend- 
ing surgeon  in  the  Fanny  Allen  Hospital  and  was 
formerly  attending  physician  to  the  Home  for 
Destitute  Children.  He  is  a  member  of  various 
leading  medical  societies,  among  which  are  the 
American  Medical  Association ;  the  American 
Academy  of  Medicine,  of  which  he  is  vice  presi- 
dent :  the  Vermont  State  Medical  Society,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  from  1887  until  1902;  the 
Burlington  and  Chittenden  County  Clinical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  is  ex-president ;  and  the  Ver- 
mont Society  for  the  Study  and  Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis,  of  which  he  is  president.  He  has 
read  before  these  bodies  many  papers  upon  pro- 
fessional topics,  which  have  found  wide  pub- 
licity through  the  medium  of  the  medical  jour- 
nals and  published  proceedings.  Also  in  the  line 
of  his  profession,  he  has  performed  service  for 
the  government  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
United  States  examining  surgeons  for  pensions 
under  the  administrations  of  Presidents  Harri- 
son, McKinley  and  Roosevelt.  He  was  the  dele- 
gate from  the  Vermont  Slate  Medical  Society  to 
the  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
in  1897,  and  was  the  first  delegate  from 
the  same  society  to  the  American  Medical 
Association  after  its  reorganization,  being  the 
member  from  Vermont  in  the  house  of  delegates 
at  the  meeting  at  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York, 
in  1902  and  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  in  1*103. 

Dr.  Hawley  has  at  various  times  served  in 
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important  public  positions,  being  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party.  In  1881  and  1882  he  was 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Fairfax  ;  from  1893 
to  1901  was  school  commissioner  of  Burlington, 
and  in  1901  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bur- 
lington, and  re-elected  the  following  year  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  accorded  a  candidate  for 
any  contested  office  in  that  corporation.  In  1903 
he  was  accorded  a  unanimous  nomination  by  the 
Republican  party  as  its  candidate  for  mayor  for 
a  third  term  and  after  a  close  contest  was  de- 
clared elected  by  three  majority.  His  election  was 
contested  in  the  supreme  court  and  as  a  result 
of  a  recount  of  the  votes,  he  was  unseated  <m  May 
30,  after  having  served  about  two  months.  With 
his  wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the  College  Street 
Congregational  church,  and  for  four  years  was  a 
member  of  its  executive  committee.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ethan  Allen  Club,  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent, the  Algonquin  Club:  Mansfield  Council. 
Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  was  regent  in  1896 
and  1897  and  for  which  he  is  medical  examiner ; 
Champlain  Lodge  \"o.  7,  Knights  of  I'ythias ;  and 
of  Alpha  Camp.  No.  7227,  Modern 'Woodmen  of 
America. 

On  November  28.  1878,  Dr.  Hawley  married 
Jessie  Roberts  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Burlington, 
Vermont,  January  7,  1856.  daughter  of  William 
and  Jcanette  Henderson  (Roberts)  Hill,  natives 
of  Scotland,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1849.  settling  in  Chelsea.  Massachusetts,  whence 
they  removed  to  Burlington.  Vermont.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Hawlev  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 
Bessie  Cordelia,  born  in  Fairfax,  March  23.  1882; 
and  May  Hill,  bom  in  Burlington,  Vermont.  Oc- 
tober 11.  1887. 

THE  SMITH  FAMILY  OF  ST.  ALBANS. 
\  EKMONT. 

The  history  of  the  Smith  family  of  St.  Al- 
bans, by  its  conspicuous  identification  with 
town,  county  and  state  affairs,  is  so  well  known 
that  it  forms  an  important  part  in  the  actual 
historv  of  Vermont  itself.  For  four  generations 
it  has  been  the  recognized  leading  family  of 
Franklin  county.  The  great-grandfather  of  Gov- 
ernor Smith,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  Deacon  Samuel  Smith,  (5)  who  em- 
igrated to  St.  Albans  from  Barre.  Massachu- 


setts, over  one  hundred  years  ago,  settling  in  the 
south  |>art  of  the  town  on  a  farm,  for  many 
year  his  home,  and  where  he  reared  to  a  useful 
maturity  a  large  family  of  children,  whose  de- 
scendants have  furnished  to  the  historv  of  the 
state  two  governors,  two  congressmen,  one  ma- 
jor general,  I'nitcd  States  volunteers,  and  many 
other  men  of  state  and  local  prominence. 

Dcai  on  Sam  1  1:1.  Smith  (5)  was  bom  in 
Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts,  June  6,  1748, 
and  was  the  fourth  son  of  Bezaleel  (4) 
and  Sarah  (Miles)  Smith  and  grandson 
of  Thomas  Smith,  Jr.,  (3)  of  Sudbury, 
Massachusetts.  (Thomas  (2),  John  (I).) 
Samuel  Smith  was  married  in  Weston,  Mas- 
sachusetts, March  19,  1772,  to  Patience 
Gregory,  born  April  4.  1747,  in  Weston,  Massa- 
chusetts, died  DeccmlxT  10.  1809,  in  St.  Albans, 
Vermont,  described  as  a  woman  of  physical 
lx<auty  and  superior  education.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Abraham  (iregory,  Esq.,  of  Weston, 
Massachusetts,  and  Susanna  (Whitney)  (ireg- 
ory and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  McGregor,  of 
the  honorable  Scottish  clan  of  that  name.  Deacon 
Smith,  after  his  marriage,  sett  let  1  in  Barre,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  all  his  children  were  born, 
and  from  that  town  became  a  volunteer  in  the 
great  struggle  for  American  independence,  serv- 
ing as  a  private  in  the  Massachusetts  continental 
troops. 

Deacon  Smith  came  to  St.  Albans  in  1800 
and  became  a  leading  pioneer  citizen,  serving 
constantly  in  various  town  affairs  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  December  2«>.  1829.  Deacon 
Smith  and  his  wife  were  among  the  original 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  church,  St. 
Albans,  at  its  formation  in  1803. 

The  children  of  Deacon  Samuel  and  I'atience 
ft  iregory)  Smith  were:  Amasa  Smith,  born 
November  27.  1772.  married.  July  July  10.  1794, 
Tabitha  Jenkins  and  remained  in  Massachusetts. 
I'atience  Smith,  born  February  20,  1774,  married 
Koswell  Hutchius,  Esq.,  ;i  leading  attorney  of 
St.  Albans.  Mary  Smith,  l»orn  October  18,  1775, 
married  James  Williams,  of  St.  Albans,  and 
died  September  26,  1847.  Lucy  Smith,  born  Oc- 
tober 30.  1777,  married  June  15,  1797,  Hon. 
Samuel  Farrar,  of  Northboro,  Massachusetts, 
whose  son,  William  Farrar.  was  long  a  prom- 
inent merchant  of  St.  Albans.    Salome  Smith, 
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born  February  27,  1784,  married  Judge  Seth 
Wet  more,  of  St.  Albans,  and  died  December  11, 
181 5.  Abel  Smith  and  Ashbcl  Smith,  twins, 
born  November  19.  1785  ;  Abel  died  young,  and 
Ashbcl  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Eldad  But- 
ler, and  was  the  father  of  Major  General  Will- 
iam Farrar,  ("Baldy  Smith,")  United  States 
Volunteers.  Gardner  Smith,  t>orn  Dcccml>er  9, 
1787,  died  April  20,  1810.  John  Smith,  born 
August  12.  1789.  noticed  hereinafter. 

Hon.  John  Smith,  (6)  youngest  son  of 
Deacon  Samuel  (5)  and  Patience  (Gregory) 
Smith,  was  born  in  Barre,  Masachusetts.  August 
12,  1780.  and  came  to  St.  Albans,  his  life-long 
home,  at  the  age  of  eleven.  His  education  was 
received  at  the  rural  sch<x>ls  of  St.  Albans,  and 
his  legal  studies  were  pursued  under  the  super- 
vision of  his  brother-in-law.  Roswell  Hutchins, 
and  with  Hon.  Benjamin  Swift.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1810  and  soon  afterwards 
formed  a  co-partnership  with  Judge  Swift.  This 
firm,  which  did  a  large  and  lucrative  business 
and  ranked  second  to  none  in  integrity  and  abil- 
ity, lasted  till  1827.  when  Judge  Swift  was  elected 
to  Congress. 

From  that  time  till  1845,  Mr.  Smith  contin- 
ued in  active  practice,  having  associated  with 
him  different  partners,  several  of  whom  became 
leaders  of  the  Franklin  county  bar  in  later  years. 
In  politics.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  Democrat  and  was 
honored  by  election  to  many  exalted  positions  of 
public  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  executed 
■with  dignity  and  universal  acceptance.  For  seven 
years  Mr.  Smith  served  as  state's  attorney  of 
Franklin  county,  and  in  1827  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state, 
serving  continuously  in  this  capacity,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year,  until  1838,  being  honored 
by  the  election  to  the  speakership  in  the  sessions 
of  1832  and  1833.  He  received  the  nomination 
from  the  Democratic  party  in  1838  for  member 
of  Congress  and  was  elected,  though  his  district 
was  strongly  Whig,  but  the  personal  popularity 
of  the  candidate  influenced  party  feeling  to  sub- 
side. While  a  member  of  the  national  house 
of  representatives.  Mr.  Smith's  speech.  "The 
Defense  of  the  Independent  Treasury  Idea,"  at- 
tracted national  attention  and  was  counted  as  one 
of  the  ablest  and  most  thorough  ever  made  on 
this  subject. 


Mr.  Smith  withdrew  from  public  life  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  March  4.  1841.  At  the 
close  of  his  congressional  career,  Mr.  Smith  con- 
tinued his  legal  orofession  until  1845,  after  which 
he  gave  his  time  and  energies  chiefly  to  rail- 
road enterprises,  and  it  is  to  him  in  conjunction 
with  Hon.  Lawrence  Brainerd,  of  St.  Albans, 
and  Hon.  Joseph  Clark,  of  Milton,  and  to  their 
boldness  of  action  through  the  most  critical 
emergencies,  risking  their  entire  fortunes  in  the 
project  by  borrowing  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  on  their  jwrsonal  credit,  that 
the  Vermont  and  Canadian  road  was  made  a 
reality  and  the  last  link  forged  that  was  to  con- 
nect New  England  and  the  Great  Lakes,  of  which 
road  Mr.  Smith  became  president,  and  the  out- 
growth of  which  is  the  present  Central  Vermont 
system.  Mr.  Smith  stands  paramount  in  history 
as  the  benefactor  of  Franklin  county,  and  of  St. 
Albans  in  particular,  and  his  memory  should 
receive,  as  it  does,  the  reverence  and  gratitude 
of  the  present  as  well  as  all  succeeding  genera- 
tions. Mr.  Smith  was  an  indomitable  worker, 
and  his  whole  life  was  characterized  by  public 
spirit,  untiring  energy  and  broad  philanthropy. 
Mr.  Smith  was  the  recipient  of  the  honorary 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  the  University  of 
Vermont.  His  death  occurred  November  20, 
1858. 

Mr.  Smith  married.  September  18.  1814.  Ma- 
ria Waitstill  Curtis,  the  daughter  of  Zachariah 
Curtis,  Esq.,  of  Troy.  New  York,  and  the  fruit 
of  this  union  was  seven  children  :  Harriet  Maria 
Smith,  born  in  1815,  died  in  Plattsburg,  New 
York,  in  1838.  married  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Ball 
Newton.  John  Gregory  Smith,  born  in  1818, 
noticed  hereinafter.  Edward  Curtis  Smith,  born 
in  1 82 1,  died  in  1823.  Worthington  Curtis 
Smith,  born  in  1823,  died  in  1894.  who  became  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  St.  Albans  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  1867  to  1873;  Mr.  Smith 
married  Katherine  Maria  Walworth,  daughter 
of  Major  John  Walworth,  of  Plattsburg.  New 
York.  Julia  Pierpont  Smith,  1>orn  in  1826,  died 
in  1854,  married  George  Gove  Hunt,  Esq..  an 
attorney  of  St.  Albans,  issue  one  son,  the  late 
Hon.  William  H.  Hunt.  Francis  Curtis  Smith 
and  Louisa  Ten  Broeck  Smith,  twins,  born 
November  15.  1828.  of  whom  the  son  died  Au- 
gust 15.  1830.  and  the  daughter  married  Law- 
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rcnce  Braincrd,  Jr.,  and  died  October  24,  1866. 

Hon.  John  Grrgurv  Smith,  (7)  eldest  son 
of  Hon.  John  and  Maria  Waitstill  (Curtis) 
Smith,  was  bom  in  St.  Albans,  July  22,  1818. 
The  life,  distinguished  services  and  public  in- 
fluence of  Governor  Smith,  are  too  well  known 
to  demand  minute  numeration  of  incident.  The 
third  of  the  war  governors  of  the  state,  the  or- 
ganizer and  head  for  years  of  the  great  Central 
Vermont  Railroad  system,  and  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Northern  Pacific,  Governor  Smith 
was  for  a  generation  the  most  potent  personality 
in  Vermont  life. 

Governor  Smith  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Vermont  in  the  class  of  1841,  and 
from  the  Yale  Law  School  in  1843.  Admitted 
to  the  Vermont  bar  in  that  year,  he  at  once  be- 
came associated  with  his  father  in  the  practice 
of  law  and  incidentally  in  railroad  management. 
At  the  death  of  his  father,  he  assumed  the  tat- 
ter's position  and  continued  at  the  head  of  the 
Central  Vermont  system  until  his  death  in  1891. 
Governor  Smith  became  one  of  the  fore- 
most railroad  men  of  the  country.  He  was  one 
or  the  originators  of  the  great  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  enterprise,  and  was  president  of  the 
corporation  from  1866  to  1872. 

Contemporaneous  with  his  entering  railroad- 
ing was  the  beginning  of  his  political  career.  He 
was  elected,  in  i860.  St.  Albans'  representative 
in  the  state  legislature,  to  which  body  he  was 
twice  re-elected,  in  1861  and  1862,  serving  as 
speaker  both  years.  Such  was  his  popularity  that 
in  1863  he  was  elected  governor  of  the  state  and 
re-elected  in  1864. 

His  services  to  the  state  and  nation  during 
those  dark  days  of  the  rebellion  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. He  was  the  friend  and  confidant  of 
President  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Stanton.  He 
was  particularly  solicitous  in  caring  for  the  Ver- 
mont boys  at  the  front,  and  his  many  deeds  of 
kindness  won  for  him  undying  esteem  and  grat- 
itude and  the  sobriquet  "The  Soldiers'  Friend." 
Governor  Smith  was  chairman  of  the  state  delega- 
tion to  the  national  Republican  convention  of  1872, 
1880  and  1884.  After  his  retirement  from  the 
office  of  chief  executive  of  the  state,  he  was  not 
again  in  public  office,  but  occupied  the  enviable  po- 
sition as  the  leader  in  state  politics  for  a  score  of 


years.  Governor  Smith  was  twice  urged  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  the  United 
States  senate,  but  refused,  owing  to  his  strenuous 
and  exacting  duties  in  the  busines  world. 

John  Gregory  Smith  was  a  remarkable  man — 
shrewd,  far-seeing,  of  indefatigable  zeal ;  possess- 
ing unusual  executive  power  and  magnetism,  he 
was  a  natural  leader  among  men.    Above  all, 
Governor  Smith  was  a  Christian  gentleman,  of 
broad  culture  of  mind  and  soul,  and  his  universal 
affability  of  temperament  made  him  a  "modern 
hero"  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  the  state  in 
whose  life  he  had  exercised  so  palpable  an  in- 
fluence.  He  was  prominetnly  identified  with  the 
founding  and  growth  of  many  local  institutions, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  occupying  the  presidency 
of  the  following  institutions:    The  Wcldcn  Na- 
tional Bank,  the  People's  Trust  Company,  of 
St.  Albans,  and  the  Franklin  County  Creamery 
Association.    Governor  Smith  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  a  public  benefactor  of  literary,  ed- 
ucational and  ecclesiastical  organizations.  Among 
his  many  gifts  may  be  mentioned  one  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  for  the  interior  improvement 
of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  he  was 
a  life-long  member,  and  a  gift  to  his  native  vil- 
lage of  a  magnificent  bronze  fountain,  for  the 
adornment  of  Taylor  Park,  at  a  cost  of  over  five 
thousand  dollars.    The   beautiful    library  and 
Grand  Army  Hall,  recently  erected  on  Maiden 
Lane,  St.  Albans,  by  his  heirs,  carrying  out  the 
expressions  of  his  will,  is  a  most  fitting  memo- 
rial of  this  distinguished  citizen  of  St.  Albans. 

Governor  Smith  was  honored  by  the  degree 
of  LL.D.,  conferred  upon  him  by  his  alma  mater. 
He  married    December   27,    1843,   Ann  Eliza 
Hrainerd,   eldest  daughter  of  Hon.  Lawrence 
Braincrd.  of  St.  Albans,  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  national  Republican  party  in  1856 
and  some  time  United  States  senator  from  Ver- 
mont.   Mrs.  Smith,  a  lady  by  birth  and  instinct, 
is  a  well  known  figure  in  the  world  of  letters. 
Possessing  a  remarkable  mind  and  brilliant  lit- 
erary finish,  she  has  been  called  the  Corelli  of 
America ;  aside  from  her  fictional  works,  she  has 
contributed  to  our  literature,  scientific  research 
and  poetry  of  great  strength.   The  palatial  home 
of  the  late  Governor  and  Mrs.  Smith,  a  now 
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venerated  but  still  active  factor  in  St.  Albans'  so- 
ciety, has  been  the  rendezvous  of  a  delightful 
social  element  for  many  years.  Governor  Smith's 
death  occurred  November  6,  1891. 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  the  pa- 
rents of  the  following  children  :  George  Gregory 
Smith,  now  a  resident  of  Italy,  occupying  an  his- 
toric villa  near  Florence;  he  married  Mrs.  Mary 
(St.  Gem)  Ebert,  of  St.  Louis.  Lawrence 
Brainerd  Smith  died  in  infancy.  Annie  Brain- 
erd  Smith,  who  resides  with  her  mother.  Edward 
Curtis  Smith,  (8)  noticed  hereinafter.  Julia 
Burnett  Smith,  the  wife  of  Oliver  Crocker  Ste- 
vens, Esq.,  an  attorney  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, residence.  365  Beacon  street.  Helen 
Lawrence  Smith,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Donald 
Sage  Mackay,  pastor  of  ihe  Collegiate  church 
(Dutch  Reformed),  Fifth  avenue,  New  York. 

Hos.  Edward  Curtis  Smith,  (8)  ex-gov- 
ernor of  Vermont  and  man  of  affairs,  the  son 
of  Hon.  John  Gregory  (7)  and  Ann  Eliza 
(Brainerd)  Smith,  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Ver- 
mont, January  5.  1854.  After  attending  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  lie  was  fitted  for  col- 
lege at  Phillip's  Andover  Academy,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  University  in  the  class  of  1875, 
and  was  a  meml>er  of  Skull  and  Bones  Society 
at  Yale  and  received  his  degree  of  LL.B.  two 
years  later  from  the  Columbia  Law  School,  New 
York.  In  1877  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Vermont  and  became  the  junior  partner  in  the 
law  firm  of  Noble  &.  Smith,  where  he  enjoyed 
a  remunerative  practice  and  established  his  rep- 
utation as  a  lawyer. 

In  1886  Governor  Smith  was  elected  second 
vice  president  of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad, 
and  assumed  the  duties  of  general  manager  of 
the  road.  He  continued  as  such  till  the  death  of 
his  father,  the  elder  Governor  Smith,  in  1891, 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the  com- 
pany, which  position  he  occupied  for  several 
years,  and  at  the  reorganization  of  the  road  in 
1890,  became  director  and  president,  retiring 
from  the  latter  in  1902.  Governor  Smith  exhib- 
ited rare  executive  ability  in  the  management  of 
the  Central  Vermont,  the  third  largest  railroad 
in  New  England :  it  was  his  fixed  policy  to  oper- 
ate the  road  in  the  interests  of  Vermont  people. 
From  his  youth  he  was  imbued  with  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  day  and  has  possessed 


a  practical  knowledge  of  the  material  interests 
of  the  state. 

Governor  Smith's  name  comes  naturally 
under  the  head  of  "Men  of  Progress,"  the  man- 
tle of  his  distinguished  father  fell  fittingly  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  son.  Rarely  do  wc  find  the 
main  incidents  of  the  lite  of  one  man  so  minutely 
repeated  in  the  life  of  another  as  in  the  case 
the  Governors  Smith,  father  and  son. 

Governor  Smith  (the  second)  organized  the 
Ogdensburg  Transit  Company,  with  a  line  of 
boats  plying  between  Chicago  and  Ogdensburg, 
and  became  the  president  of  the  same.  He  is  a 
director  and  officer  in  twenty-eight  different 
companies,  and  has  probably  organized  more 
corporations  than  any  other  man  of  his  years  in 
Vermont.  He  is  president  of  the  Welden  Na- 
tional Bank,  president  of  the  People's  Trust 
Company  of  St.  Albans  and  of  the  St.  Albans 
Messenger  Company,  and  he  is  an  ex-president 
of  the  New  London  Steamboat  Company.  As  ex- 
ecutor of  his  father's  estate,  he  manages  one  of 
the  finest  farm  properties  in  the  state,  the  "Point 
Farm,"  at  St.  Albans  Bay,  containing  over  eleven 
hundred  acres.  He  is  an  ex-president  of  Lake 
Champlain  Yacht  Club,  a  vice  president  of  the 
Vermont  Fish  and  Game  League,  ex-governor 
of  the  Vermont  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and 
past-president  of  the  Vermont  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  early  life, 
Governor  Smith  was  a  private  in  Company  D, 
Ransom  Guards,  Vermont  National  Guard,  and 
in  1884  was  appointed  colonel  and  aid-de-camp 
on  the  military  staff  of  Governor  Pingree.  In 
1896  he  served  as  delegate-at-large  to  the  national 
Republican  convention  which  nominated  William 
McKinley  for  president. 

In  September,  1890,  he  was  practically  unan- 
imously elected  representative  from  the  town  of 
St.  Albans  to  the  Vermont  legislature,  receiving 
nine  hundred  and  three  out  of  the  nine  hundred 
and  five  votes  cast.  This  vote  speaks  for  itself 
of  Governor  Smith's  popularity  at  home,  and 
this  same  popularity  he  enjoys  all  over  Vermont 
and  in  other  states  where  his  many  and  varied 
business  interests  call  him. 

He  was  made  chairman  of  the  ways  and 
means  committee  of  the  house,  which  committee 
was  entrusted  with  the  important  duty  of  form- 
ulating a  new  corporation  tax  law.    In  1892  he 
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declined  the  nomination  of  state  senator  from 
Franklin  county.  In  1898  he  was  elected,  by  an 
unusually  large  majority,  the  chief  executive  of 
the  state,  and  served  with  marked  distinction 
till  his  successor,  William  W.  Stickney,  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  governor  in  1900.  During 
Governor  Smith's  term  of  office,  he  and  his 
charming  wife  occupied  the  Colonel  E.  P.  Jewett 
residence  at  Montpelier,  and  dispensed  a  gracious 
and  elegant  hospitality  never  before  equaled  at 
the  capital.  It  was  his  honor  to  be  the  host  of 
t\\n.  returning  hero.  Admiral  George  Dewey,  at 
the  close  of  the  Spanish- American  war.  October 
12,  1890.  The  elaborate  reception  tendered  Ad- 
miral Dewey  at  that  time  lielongs  to  the  history 
of  the  state.  Governor  Smith  married,  October 
3,  1888.  Miss  Anna  B.  James,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  Ripley  James,  one  of  the 
most  influential  residents  of  Ogdensburg.  New 
York,  and  granddaughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Ama- 
ziah  Bailey  James,  successively  a  member  of 
Congress  and  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
New  York. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  a  woman  of  exceptional  love- 
liness. |H>ssessing  the  rarest  feminine  graces  in 
abundance,  of  distinguished  personal  appearance, 
brilliant  conversational  powers  and  charm  of 
manner,  her  social  influence  as  the  first  lady  of 
the  state,  during  ( iovemor  Smith's  term  of  of- 
fice, was  incomparable.  The  domesticity  of  Gov- 
ernor and  Mrs.  Smith  is  supreme. 

Their  elegant  residence.  ".Seven  Acres,"  one 
of  the  finest  estates  in  Vermont,  overlooking  the 
Champlain  valley,  has  long  been  noted  as  a  seat 
of  generous  hospitality.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the  au- 
thor of  several  exceedingly  clever  stories  and 
short  plays  which  have  won  her  secure  fame  as 
an  amateur  in  the  literary  field.  She  is  one  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  Vermont  Society  of 
Colonial  Dames,  her  ancestors  including  Gov- 
ernor Bradford,  of  Mayflower  fame  and  other 
distinguished  men  in  the  early  history  of  this 
country.  Governor  ami  Mrs.  Smith  arc  the  pa- 
rents of  a  most  interesting  family  of  children  : 
they  are  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  James 
Gregory  Smith,  Edward  Fairchild  Smith.  Curtis 
Ripley  Smith,  ami  Anna  Dorothea  Bradford 
Smith. 


CHARLES  DEWEY. 

Hon.  Giarlcs  Dewey,  president  of  the  First 
National' Bank  of  Montpelier,  was  born  in  this 
city,  March  27,  1826,  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Julius 
Yemans  Dewey.  He  comes  of  English  ancestry 
on  both  sides  of  the  house,  being  a  descendant  on 
the  paternal  side  of  Thomas  Dewey,  the  immi- 
grant ancestor,  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  Gov- 
ernor William  Pynchon,  the  founder  of  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts.  The  line  from  Thomas 
Dewey  is  thus  traced :  Thomas,  Josiah,  Josiah, 
William,  Simeon,  William,  Captain  Simeon,  Dr. 
Julius  Yemans,  Charles. 

Thomas  Dewey  emigrated  from  Sandwich, 
county  of  Kent,  England,  to  America  in  1633, 
settling  first  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  In 
1636  he  became  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  is  mentioned  in 
"Green's  History  of  Springfield"  as  an  associate 
of  Captain  John  Mason  on  a  mission  to  Spring- 
field in  ifV*f>,  in  behalf  of  the  Connecticut  settlers. 
He  died  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  April  27,  1648. 
He  married.  March  22,  1638-9,  Mrs.  Frances 
Clark,  widow  of  Joseph  Clark.  She  died  at 
West  field,  Massachusetts,  September  27,  1690. 

Josiah  Dewey,  baptized  at  Windsor,  Connec- 
ticut, October  10,  1641,  died  September  7,  1732, 
at  Lebanon,  Connecticut.  He  was  sergeant  of  the 
guard  at  West  field,  Massachusetts,  where  he  re- 
sided several  years,  during  King  Philip's  war. 
On  NovemlxT  (>,  16O2.  at  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts, he  married  Ilebsibah  Lyman,  who  was 
born  at  Windsor.  Connecticut,  in  K>44.  a  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Ilebsibah  (Ford)  Lyman.  She 
died  at  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  June  4,  1732.  Her 
grandfather.  Richard  Lyman,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Josiah  Dewey,  liorn  at  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts. December  24,  1666,  died  at  Lebanon. 
Connecticut,  in  1750.  He  married,  January  15. 
Hkjo  1.  at  Northampton,  Mehttable  Miller,  who 
was  liorn  at  Northampton.  Massachusetts,  July 
10.  1666.  a  daughter  of  William  and  Patience 
Miller. 

William  Dewey,  born  at  Northampton,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  January.  1692,  died  at  Albany. 
New  York.  November  10.  1751).  He  served  in 
the  Revolution,  being  a  corporal  from  Hebron, 
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Connecticut,  in  I-exington  "alarm  list."  He  mar- 
ried, at  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  July  2,  1713,  Mrs. 
Mercy  Bailey,  widow  of  Isaac  Bailey,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Dcnnison)  Sexton. 
Her  father,  Captain  Sexton,  was  a  member  of 
Captain  Moseley's  company,  in  1675.  and  served 
as  a  captain  in  the  militia  during  King  Philip's 
war,  and  her  maternal  grandfather,  Captain 
George  Dennison,  was  a  soldier  under  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  was  one  of  the  captors  of  Canon- 
diet  in  King  Philip  s  war. 

Simeon  Dewey,  a  life-long  resident  of  Leb- 
anon, Connecticut,  was  born  May  1,  1718,  and 
'lied  March  2.  1751.  He  married.  March  29, 
1739.  Anna  Phelps,  who  was  born  at  Mansfield, 
Connecticut.  August  7,  1719,  and  died  at  Han- 
over. New  Hampshire.  September  25,  1807 ;  she 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Dcliorah  ( Tem- 
ple) Phelps. 

Corporal  William  Dewey,  born  at  Lcknum. 
Connecticut,  January  11,  1746,  died  at  Hanover, 
New  Hampshire,  June  10,  1813.  In  1768  he 
married  Rebecca  Carrier,  who  was  born  in  Col- 
chester. Connecticut,  March  19,  1747,  and  died 
July  6.  1837.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Relx-cca  (Rockwell)  Carrier,  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Carrier,  one  of  the  earlier 
settlers  of  Andover.  Massachusetts,  and  later  a 
pioneer  of  Colchester.  Connecticut. 

Captain  Simeon  Dewey,  born  at  Hebron.  Con- 
necticut. August  20,  1770.  died  at  Montpelier. 
Vermont.  January  11,  1863.  On  February  27. 
1794.  he  married  Prudence  Yemans,  who  was 
Iwrn  at  Tolland.  Connecticut.  March  29.  1772, 
and  died  at  Rerlin,  Vermont,  April  1.  1844. 

Dr.  Julius  Yemans  Dewey,  born  at  Rerlin. 
Vermont.  August  22.  1801.  died  at  Montpelier, 
Vermont.  May  29.  1877.  He  was  fitted  for  col- 
lege in  the  Washington  county  grammar  school, 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  dq>artmcnt  of 
the  University  of  Vermont  in  1824.  After  his 
graduation  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
F.'lward  L  amb,  of  Montpelier.  with  whom  he  had- 
previously  studied  medicine,  remaining  with  him 
a  few  years,  and  building  up  a  large  practice.  In 
1850.  in  company  with  Governor  Paul  Dilling- 
ham. Judge  Timothy  P.  Redfield  and  others,  he 
founded  the  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 
and  was  made  its  general  manager.  In  1851  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  company,  and  for  a 


number  of  years  served  as  medical  examiner  for 
the  organization.  He  was  an  Episcopalian  in 
religion,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Christ 
church,  toward  the  support  of  which  he  always 
contributed  generously,  likewise  materially  as- 
sisting in  the  building  of  both  the  old  and  the 
new  churches.  He  gave  freely  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education,  and  was  interested  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  being  appointed  a  surgeon  in  the 
militia  by  Governor  Grafts. 

Dr.  Dewey  maried,  first,  at  Berlin.  Vermont, 
June  9,  1825,  Mary  Perrin,  who  was  born  at 
Ciilead,  Connecticut,  January  30,  1799.  and  died 
at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  September  3,  1843.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Zachariah  Perrin,  who  served 
in  the  Revolution  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth' 
Company,  Twelfth  Regiment,  Connecticut  Mili- 
tia, under  Captain  John  H.  Wells.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Talcott,  born 
June  17,  1758,  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  Sam- 
uel Talcott,  born  February  12.  1708,  great-grand- 
daughter of  Captain  Samuel  Talcott.  who  was 
born  in  1634-5.  an(l  "»arried  Hannah  Holyoke. 
She  was  also  a  lineal  descendant  of  William  Pyn- 
chon,  the  founder  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  one  of  the  most  noted  men  of  his  day.  Dr. 
Dewey  married,  again,  August  3,  1845.  Mrs. 
Susan  (Edson)  Tarbox.  widow  of  Lund  Tarbox  ; 
she  died  at  Montpelier.  Vermont.  September  11. 
1854.  He  married  for  his  third  wife,  Mrs.  Susan 
Elizabeth  (Griggs)  Lilley,  of  Worcester.  Massa- 
chusetts, widow  of  Gibbs  Lilley:  she  died  at 
I'.rattleboro,  Vermont.  September  5.  1886.  All 
of  the  children  of  Dr.  Dewey  were  born  of  his 
first  marriage. 

Hon.  Charles  Dewey  was  educated  in  the 
Washington  county  grammar  school,  ami  at  the 
University  of  Vermont,  receiving  his  diploma 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1845.  Immediately 
after  his  graduation,  he  became  connected  with 
the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  as 
its  assistant  secretary,  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity until  January,  1850.  when  he  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  secretary,  an  office  which  he 
filled  until  Novemlx-r.  1871.  and  for  thirty  con- 
secutive years  was  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
company.  In  January.  1851,  Mr.  Dewey  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  National  Life  Insurance 
Company,  with  the  management  of  which  he  was 
actively  associated  for  nearly  half  a  century,  be- 
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ing  made  vice  president  in  January,  1871,  and 
in  June,  1877,  succeeding  his  father.  Dr.  Julius 
Y.  Dewey,  as  president,  retaining  that  position 
until  1900.  In  January,  1865,  he  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  First  National  Hank  of  Montpelicr, 
was  one  of  its  first  directors,  served  as  vice  pres- 
ident from  1878  until  189 1,  and  has  since  been 
its  president. 

Mr.  Dewey  has  long  occupied  a  place  of  prom- 
inence in  political,  educational,  religious  and  fra- 
ternal organizations,  and  is  considered  an  au- 
thority on  financial  questions.  In  1867,  1868  and 
1869,  he  was  state  senator;  in  1882  and  1883,  he 
served  as  inspector  of  finance  and  savings  bank 
examiner,  being  appointed  by  the  governor,  but 
'  declined  reappointment ;  he  has  been  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Washington  county  grammar 
school  since  1864,  and  has  served  as  president  of 
the  board  since  1879.  He  belongs  to  the  Vermont 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  in  which  he  served  as 
governor  for  one  year;  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, of  which  he  was  president  two  successive 
years.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Christ  church 
of  Montpelier,  which  he  served  as  vestryman 
fifty  years;  was  six  years  junior  warden;  and 
for  the  past  twenty-two  years  has  been  senior 
warden ;  he  was  a  lay  delegate  from  that  church 
to  the  Episcopal  diocesan  convention  for  forty- 
three  years,  and  a  lay  delegate  from  the  diocesan 
convention  to  the  general  convention  of  the  Epis- 
copal church  in  1883,  but  declined  a  re-election; 
for  more  than  forty-eight  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  agents  of  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Lands; 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  trustee  and  vice 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Episco- 
pal Fund,  and  chairman  of  the  investment  com- 
mittee. 

On  May  3,  1848,  at  Montpelicr,  Vermont,  Mr. 
Dewey  married  Betsey  Tarbox,  who  was  born 
at  Randolph,  Vermont,  May  22,  1829,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lund  ami  Susan  (Edson)  Tarbox,  and 
granddaughter  of  James  and  Betsey  (Lund) 
Tarbox,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  eidisting  from  the  town  of 
Dunstable,  New  Hampshire ;  she  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendant in  the  sixth  generation  from  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  John  Tar- 


box, who  was  living  there  on  or  before  April  4, 
1639.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Frances,  wife  of  Henry 
E.  Fifield,  of  Montpelier;  Ella  L.,  who  married 
C.  P.  Pitkin,  died  in  1879;  William  T.  married 
Alice  Elmore  French,  daughter  of  James  Gale 
and  Orlantha  (Goldsbury)  French;  Jennie,  wife 
of  E.  D.  Blackwell,  of  Brandon ;  George  P.,  of 
Portland,  Maine;  Gertrude  M.,  wife  of  Frederick 
J.  McCuen,  of  Montpelicr;  Mary  G.,  of  Mont- 
pelier; Mrs.  Kate  D.  Squire,  of  Montpelier;  and 
C  harles  Robert,  of  New  York  city. 

ADMIRAL  GEORGE  DEWEY,  U.  S.  N. 

This  distinguished  naval  officer,  who  crowned 
a  life  of  stirring  activity  with  the  brilliant  vic- 
tory of  Manila  Bay,  one  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble accomplishments  in  the  annals  of  warfare 
on  the  sea,  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in 
Montpelicr.  December  26,  1837.  His  parents 
were  Dr.  Julius  Y.  and  Mary  (Perrin)  Dewey, 
and  he  is  in  the  eighth  generation  in  descent 


BIRTHPLACE  OF  ADMIRAL  DEWEY.  MONTPELIER. 


from  Thomas  Dewey,  who  came  from  Sandwich, 
Kent,  England,  in  1633,  and  settled  in  Dorches- 
ter, Massachusetts.  '1  he  family  genealogy  is 
written  at  greater  length  in  connection  with  that 
of  Hon.  Charles  Dewey,  a  brother  of  Admiral 
Dewey,  in  this  work. 

George  Dewey  received  his  early  education 
in  the  local  schools  in  his  native  town,  at  the 
Academy  in  Johnson,  Vermont,  and  at  Norwich 
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University.  At  the  close  of  his  first  year  in  the 
latter  institution,  he  was  appointed  a  cadet  in 
the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  and  grad- 
uated in  1858,  with  high  rank  in  his  class.  He 
saw  his  first  sea  service  as  passed  midshipman 
on  the  steam  frigate  Wabash,  attached  to  the 
Mediterranean  squadron.  April  ttj,  1861,  he  was 
commissioned  lieutenant,  and  from  1861  to  1803 
he  served  on  the  steam  sloop  Mississippi,  of  the 
West  Gulf  squadron,  under  Farragut.  He  took 
part  in  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  in  1862. 
and  particularly  distinguished  himself  in  the 
passage  of  Fort  Jackson  and  Fort  St.  Philip, 
and  in  the  duel  with  the  Confederate  ram  Ma- 
nassas and  also  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Royal 
in  1863.  In  the  attack  on  Fort  Hudson,  March 
14,  1863,  he  was  with  his  vessel,  the  Missis- 
sippi, when  she  grounded  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  and  was  fired  and  blown  up 
by  her  commander  to  prevent  her  capture.  He 
served  on  board  a  gunboat  during  the  attack  on 
Donaldsonville,  Louisiana.  Subsequently  he 
served  on  the  Agawam,  of  the  North  Atlantic 
squadron,  and  participated  in  the  two  naval  at- 
tacks on  Fort  Fisher,  in  18(14-65.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant  commander,  March  3,  1865. 
and  a  year  later  became  executive  officer  of  the 
Kearsarge.  which  had  won  world-wide  fame  by 
destroying  the  Confederate  cruiser  Alabama, 
and  which  was  now  on  the  European  station, 
and  later  he  served  on  the  frigate  Colorado,  flag- 
ship in  the  same  waters.  In  1868  he  was  detailed 
for  duty  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis,  where  he  remained  two  years.  In 
1870  he  was  assigned  to  his  first  vessel,  the  Nar- 
ragansctt,  which  he  commanded  for  five  years. 
April  13,  1872,  he  was  commissioned  commander. 
He  became  a  lighthouse  inspector  in  1876,  and 
was  secretary  of  the  lighthouse  board  from  1877 
to  1882.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Juanita,  of  the  Asiatic- 
squadron.  In  1884  he  was  promoted  to  cap- 
tain and  given  command  of  the  Dolphin,  and 
from  1885  to  1888  he  commanded  the  Pensa- 
cola,  flagship  of  the  European  squadron.  Dur- 
ing the  following  eight  years  he  served  as  chief 
of  the  bureau  of  equipment  and  recruiting,  and, 
for  the  second  time,  on  the  lighthouse  board.  He 
was   commissioned   commodore   February  28, 


1896.  In  1896  and  1897  he  was  president  of 
the  inspection  and  survey  board. 

On  November  30,  1897,  Commodore  Dewey 
was  assigned  to  the  Asiatic  station  and  assumed 
command  January  3,  1898.  The  war  with  Spain 
was  then  impending,  and  the  selection  of  Commo- 
dore Dewey  for  this  important  distant  command 
was  significant  as  showing  the  confidence  of  the 
navy  department  in  his  capacity,  courage,  reso- 
lution and  discretion,  and  in  the  exhibition  of 
these  qualities  he  equalled  the  highest  expecta- 
tions. On  April  18,  1898.  he  wrote  in  a  private 
letter:  "We  arc  waiting  for  the  declaration  of 
war.  I  have  seven  ships  ready  for  action.  If 
war  is  the  word,  I  believe  we  will  make  short 
work  of  the  Spanish  rule  in  the  Philippines." 
Soon  after  the  declaration  of  war.  he  was  noti- 
fied by  the  Chinese  government  that  under  the 
neutrality  rules  his  fleet  could  not  remain  in 
Chinese  waters.  His  nearest  available  coaling 
station  was  Honolulu,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
capture  a  harbor  and  coaling  station,  or  suffer 
disaster.  He  was  equal  to  the  emergency  and  the 
opportunity.  He  sailed  from  Hong  Kong  with 
his  flagship,  the  Olympia,  the  Boston,  Baltimore, 
Concord,  Raleigh  and  Petrel,  and  the  McCulloch, 
a  revenue  cutter  used  as  a  dispatch  boat,  and  the 
Zafiro,  supply  vessel.  In  the  early  morning  of 
May  1  he  tcxik  his  squadron  past  the  batteries 
and  over  the  submarine  mines  in  the  Bay  of 
Manila,  engaged  and  utterly  destroyed  the  Span- 
ish fleet  of  eleven  vessels,  and  silenced  the  Cavite 
batteries,  with  the  wounding  of  seven  of  his  men 
as  the  only  casualties,  and  without  damage  to  a 
single  vessel.  That  the  attack  of  his  fleet  was  but 
feebly  contested,  detracts  nothing  from  the  honor 
due  to  Commodore  Dewey  for  his  gallant  and 
determined  conduct.  Immediately  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  Commodore  Dewey's  dispatch  announc- 
ing his  victory.  President  McKinley  telegraphed 
his  thanks  and  congratulations,  and  notified  him 
of  his  appointment  as  acting  rear-admiral  in 
recognition  of  his  splendid  achievement.  Two 
days  later  the  president  sent  to  Congress  a  mes- 
sage recommending  that  the  thanks  of  that  body 
be  given  to  "Acting  Rear- Admiral  George  Dewey 
for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with 
the  enemy,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command."    The  same  day  (May  9)  Congress 
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complied  with  this  recommendation,  and  passed 
a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Admiral  Dewey, 
and  voted  to  him  a  sword  of  honor,  and  to  the 
members  of  his  fleet  medals  commemorative  of 
the  victory.  It  also  passed  a  bill  increasing  the 
number  of  rear-admirals  from  six  to  seven,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  promotion  of  the  gal- 
lant sailor. 

During  the  trying  period  which  followed,  the 
position  of  Admiral  Dewey  required  the  exercise 
of  constant  alertness  and  coolness,  owing  to  the 
presence  of  a  German  fleet  in  almost  ojkti  sym- 
pathy with  Spain,  and  the  peculiar  relations  with 
the  Philippine  insurgents.  In  all  he  displayed 
rare  sagacity,  and  held  his  mastery  of  the  situa- 
tion until  the  closing  act  of  the  war,  the  capture 
of  the  city  of  Manila  by  the  combined  naval  and 
military  forces  of  the  United  States,  on  August 
13.  1898.  His  courage,  dignity,  tact  and  wise 
judgment  won  for  him  universal  praise,  from 
friends  and  foes  alike,  on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic. He  was  showered  with  honors  which  took 
form  in  honorary  degrees  from  American  col- 
leges, resolutions  of  thanks  by  various  legislative 
and  municipal  bodies,  an<  1  honorary  membership 
in  numerous  societies  and  clubs. 

Rear  Admiral  Dewey  is  a  memlx-r  of  the  Ar- 
my and  Navy  and  Metropolitan  clubs  of  W  ashing- 
ton city,  and  of  the  University  Club  of  New  York. 
October  24,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Goodwin,  daughter  of  Governor  Goodwin,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  she  died  December  28, 
1872.  live  days  after  the  birth  of  a  son.  George 
Goodwin  Dewey,  who  graduated  at  Princeton 
College,  and  is  a  commission  merchant  in  New 
York  city. 

GEuRGF.  FRANKLIN  DANIELS. 

George  Franklin  Daniels,  proprietor  of  I  lard- 
wick  Inn.  at  Hardwick.  is  well  known  to  the 
traveling  public  as  a  genial  and  accommodating 
host.  He  was  born  at  Grafton.  Massachusetts. 
June  6.  1850.  His  father.  Klisha  Daniels,  was  a 
shoemaker  during  his  early  life,  later  Incoming 
a  stationary  engineer,  but  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  pursuits.  He  married  Hannah  P. 
Wood. 

George  F.  Daniels  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Grafton,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  com- 


mercial salesman,  traveling  through  Illinois,  In- 
diana and  the  southern  states.  In  1884  he  em- 
barked in  the  hotel  business  at  Phillips,  Maine, 
going  from  there  to  Lewiston,  Maine,  where  he 
had  charge  of  a  leading  hotel  for  awhile.  Going 
from  there  to  Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  he  was 
connected  with  the  Mansion  House,  and  later 
with  the  United  States  Hotel  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut. He  subsequently  accepted  the  position 
of  steward  on  the  City  of  Hartford,  running  be- 
tween Hartford  ami  New  York.  Returning,  how- 
ever, to  his  former  employment,  he  was  associated 
for  a  time  with  the  management  of  the  Elm  Tree 
Inn.  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  one  of  the  most 
noted  hotels  of  the  Union.  In  lyoi  he  bought 
of  Mr.  Grokin  the  Hardwick  Inn.  which  he  has 
since  conducted  with  good  success.  This  hotel, 
erected  in  1876.  has  recently  been  entirely  reno- 
vated and  improved,  adding  greatly  to  the  inter- 
ior conveniences  and  comforts.  It  contains  thirty 
guest  chambers,  is  heated  by  steam,  lighted  by 
electricity,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  its  furnish- 
ings and  equipments  of  any  public  house  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Daniels  is  a  popular  land- 
lord, and  his  house  is  well  patronized.  He  has 
given  much  attention  to  the  game  of  checkers,  and 
has  the  largest  library  upon  the  subject  in  the 
United  States. 

JOHN  HKNRY  FLAGG. 

John  Henry  Flagg,  lawyer,  New  York,  was 
born  in  Wilmington.  Windham  county.  Vermont. 
July  11.  1843,  son  of  Stephen  P.  and  Lucinda 
I  Crown)  l'lagg.  He  traces  his  lineage 
back  to  Rawl  Flegge,  a  Danish  viking, 
who  ravaged  the  east  coast  of  England, 
and  there  made  settlement  in  the  year 
868.  His  first  American  ancestor,  Thomas 
Flagg,  emigrated  from  the  hundreds  of 
East  Flegge.  Norfolk  county.  England,  in  1637, 
in  company  with  Sir  Richard  Carver,  and  set- 
tled and  lx»came  a  landowner  in  W'atertown, 
Massachusetts.  Descendants  of  Thomas  Flagg 
served  in  Massachusetts  regiments  throughout 
the  Revolutionary  war.  General  Stephen  P. 
l'lagg.  the  father  of  John  H.  l'lagg,  was  also 
born  in  W  ilmington,  where  he  became  a  leading 
lawyer  and  a  man  of  affairs,  while  he  repeatedly 
served  in  both  branches  of  the  Vermont  legisla- 
ture, constitutional  conventions,  etc. 
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John  Henry  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town ;  at  the  Weslcyan 
Academy,  W'ilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and  by  a 
private  tutor.  Selecting  the  law  as  his  profes- 
sion, he  pursued  his  legal  studies  at  the  Albany 
Law  School  and  in  the  office  of  Flagg  &  Tyler, 
which  firm  consisted  of  his  father  and  Honorable 
James  M.  Tyler,  now  a  judge  of  the 
Vermont  supreme  court.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Vermont  bar  in  Windham  county, 
at  the  September  term,  1864,  and  began 
practice  at  Wilmington,  but  after  two  years 
removed  to  Bennington,  where  in  the  five 
succeeding  years  he  built  up  a  large  and  lu- 
crative practice.  In  1864  he  was  elected  clerk 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Vermont,  being 
the  youngest  person  who  ever  held  that  office, 
lie  speedily  mastered  the  details  o7  parliamentary 
law  and  procedure,  and  filled  the  office  with  such 
exceptional  efficiency  that  it  led  to  four  succes- 
sive and  unanimous  re-elections.  In  1869,  his 
health  having  given  way  from  overwork  and 
his  physicians  advised  a  radical  change  of  cli- 
mate, he  accepted  the  office  of  principal  clerk  in 
United  States  senate,  for  which  position  he  was 
suggested  and  nominated  by  his  friend.  Senator 
(ieorge  F.  Edmunds.  He  held  this  position  for 
eight  years  with  marked  ability  and  universal 
popularity,  until  1878,  when,  in  opposition  to  the 
unanimous  desire  of  the  senators  of  both  politi- 
cal parties,  he  resigned  that  important  position. 
Having  been  admitted  to  the  har  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  I  nited  States  in  1870.  on  terminating 
his  connection  with  the  I 'nited  States  senate,  he 
resumed  his  law  practice,  having  an  office  both 
in  Washington  and  New  York,  giving  special 
attention  to  commercial  questions  arising  under 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  various 
foreign  powers,  tariff  cases  and  kindred  subjects. 
He  was  prominent  in  formulating  the  earlier  leg- 
islation of  Congress,  defining  the  relation  of  our 
government  to  the  Geneva  award  fund  (paid  by 
Great  Britain  under  the  treaty  of  Washington), 
and  subsequently  prosecuted  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination many  important  cases  arising  under 
that  treaty.  Removing  to  New  York  in  1880,  he 
has  not  only  continued  his  practice  in  the  class 
of  cases  above  named,  but  has  given  much  at- 
tention to  corporate  law  as  well,  being  employed 
by  various  steamship  lines,  railroad  companies 


and  others.  For  many  years  he  has  been  coun- 
sel to  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  other 
leading  petroleum  interests.  He  is  an  accepted 
authority  on  the  law  of  parliamentary  procedure, 
arising  from  his  long  experience  in  legislative 
iKxties.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Metrojxditan  Club 
of  Washington ;  a  life  member  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Brooklyn  Society  of  Vermont- 
ers.  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  executive 
committee.  He  is  a  man  of  refined  and  culti- 
vated tastes,  absolute  integrity,  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He  has  a 
broad  familiarity  with  general  literature,  and  is 
a  vigorous  and  graceful  writer  as  well  as  an  elo- 
quent advocate.  While  his  pen  has  been  cm- 
ployed  principally  in  prose  comjK)sitions,  which 
have  appeared  in  the  magazines  and  elsewhere, 
he  has  at  times  produced  verse  of  high  order,  as 
his  apostrophe  to  "Vermont,"  elsewhere  printed 
in  this  volume,  abundantly  testifies. 

A  volume  of  his  verse,  entitled  "The  Monarch 
and  Other  Poems,"  was  privately  printed  in  1902 
for  "souvenir  presentation"  to  the  author's 
friends. 

Mr.  Flagg  married  June  5,  1889,  Miss  L. 
Peachy  Jones,  daughter  of  Mr.  Frank  F.  and  Ma- 
rion S.  Jones,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  members 
of  prominent  Virginia  families,  who  came  to 
New  York  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 

JOHN  HENRY  DONNELLY. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  has  been  classed  among  the  prominent 
and  influential  citizens  and  business  men  of  Ad- 
dison county.  Success  almost  invariably  is  the 
result  of  long  years  of  persevering  effort,  of  well 
applied  business  methods  and  of  courage  un- 
daunted by  repeated  failures,  and  in  tracing  the 
life  of  John  H.  Donnelly  these  qualities  arc  to 
be  found.  He  has  long  been  recognized  as  the 
leading  merchant  tailor  of  Ycrgcnnes,  and  his 
superiority  of  workmanship  and  his  thorough- 
ness and  skill  have  brought  to  him  his  present 
prosperity.  He  was  born  in  Keeseville.  Clin- 
ton county.  New  York,  on  the  19th  of  February. 
1855.  ^nd  is  a  son  of  Thomas  F.  Donnelly,  who 
was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland,  September  30, 
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1830.  The  latter  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  but  in  1852  he  left  the  land 
of  the  shamrock  for  America,  landing  first  at 
Quebec.  He  then  made  his  way  to  Kcescvilfc,  New 
York,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  rolling  mills 
and  at  the  forges  of  an  iron  company  until  1870. 
In  that  year  he  came  to  Yergenncs,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  National  Horse  Nail 

Company,  serving  as  superintendent  of  their 
rolling  department  until  1888.  He  is  now  living 
retired  from  active  business  pursuits  and  makes 
his  home  with  his  son,  John  H.,  in  Vergennes, 
enjoying  the  rest  which  he  so  truly  earned  and 
richly  deserves.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Democracy,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  his  locality  he  has  nobly  borne 
his  part.  For  his  wife  he  chose  Miss  Mary  Mc- 
Donald, their  marriage  having  been  celebrated  in 
their  native  land.  She,  too,  was  a  native  of  Lim- 
erick, where  her  father,  James  McDonald,  was  a 
teacher  in  the  national  schools  during  his  active 
business  life.  His  death  occurred  in  1877,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  In  his  family  were 
four  children,  but  only  one,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  is  now  living. 

John  H.  Donnelly,  the  eldest  of  his  parents' 
eight  children,  spent  the  days  of  his  youth  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  there  receiving  his  element- 
ary training  in  the  graded  schools,  and  later  he 
attended  the  Yergenncs  graded  schools,  while 
his  studies  were  further  continued  in  the  College 
of  Ottawa,  Ottawa,  Canada.  On  the  3d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1878,  he  embarked  in  the  merchant  tailor- 
ing business  in  Yergenncs,  succeeding  the  firm 
of  C.  Welcome  &  Son.  the  oldest  tailors  in  point 
of  continuous  service  in  the  county.  Mr.  Don- 
nelly's trade  has  now  reached  mammoth  pro- 
portions, receiving  orders  from  all  parts  of  the 
state,  and  in  his  shop  he  employes  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  skilled  workmen.  1  le  is  a  man  of  up- 
rightness of  word  and  deed,  and  all  who  know 
him  or  have  had  business  dealings  with  him 
speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  justice  and 
honor. 

His  marriage  was  celebrated  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1898,  when  Catherine  Yon  (Iroll  became 
his  wife.  She  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Francis  Yon  (iroll.  The  Democracy 
receives  Mr.  Donnelly's  hearty  support  and  co- 
operation, and  he  has  ever  taken  an  active  inter- 


est in  all  movements  and  measures  affecting  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow  IlK'Il.  For  four  terms  he 
filler!  the  office  of  alderman,  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  that  position  in  1885 ;  at  one  time  was 
a  member  of  the  city  police,  was  a  member  of  the 
citv  council  for  a  number  of  terms,  and  on  the 
1 6th  of  February,  1894.  he  was  made  the  post- 
master of  Ycrgennes,  thus  continuing  until  the 
1st  of  April,  1898.  In  1888  he  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  national  convention  at  St.  Louis,  and 
four  years  later,  in  1892,  was  a  member  of  the 
Chicago  convention  which  nominated  Cleveland 
for  the  presidency.  He  has  many  times  served 
as  a  delegate  to  county,  state  and  congressional 
conventions,  and  has  received  many  honors  at  the 
hands  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  is  a  member 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Vermont 
State  Firemen's  Association ;  is  a  charter  member 
of  Stevens  Hose  Company,  No.  1,  of  Vergennes, 
organized  in  1874;  is  a  member  and  active 
worker  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus ;  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, lioth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnelly  are  members 
of  the  St.  Peter's  Roman  Catholic  church,  are 
highly  esteemed  in  their  community,  and  their 
well  wishers  are  legion. 

OZIAS  DAN  FORTH  MATHEWSON. 

Professor  Ozias  Dan  forth  Mathcwson.  super- 
intendent of  the  llarre  public  schools,  and  who  is 
numbered  among  the  most  conspicuously  useful 
educators  in  the  state,  is  descended  from  an  an- 
cestry which  holds  an  honorable  place  in  the  an- 
nals of  New  England.  The  Mathcwson  family 
originated  in  Rhode  Island  ;  it  has  been  prominent 
in  the  history  of  that  state  from  an  early  day,  and 
one  of  its  numher  was  a  United  States  senator 
therefrom. 

Charles  Mathcwson,  son  of  Arthur  Mathcw- 
son, was  born  in  or  near  Providence,  August  26, 
1794.  He  l>ccame  an  early  settler  in  the  town  of 
Wheelock,  Ycrmont,  where  as  a  farmer  he  bore 
a  manly  part  in  making  a  home  and  aiding  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  community,  undergoing  all  the 
trials  and  hardships  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
pioneer.  In  1S1S  he  married  Sarah  Williams, 
who  \va<  l>orn  ( Vtolier  7,  1797.  Her  father,  James 
Williams,  born  in  17'X).  came  to  Lyndon  with 
his  parents  when  he  was  four  years  old.   In  young 
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manhood  James  Williams  located  on  a  farm  on  the 
hill  where  Mr.  E.  Gray  now  resides,  and  reared 
a  large  family,  who  were  well  known  and  highly 
regarded  in  the  neighborhood.  His  father,  Colo- 
nel James  Williams,  was  born  in  Scituate,  Rhode 
Island  October  12,  1735,  and  was  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  the  famous  preacher  Roger  Williams. 
Colonel  Williams  had  a  splendid  military  record, 
having  served  in  the  French  and  Indian,  and  Re- 
voluntary  wars.  In  the  latter  momentous  strug- 
gle it  was  his  rare  fortune  to  gain  the  confidence 
of  General  Washington,  who  entrusted  to  him 
various  important  missions.  In  1801  he  settled 
in  the  woods  near  Lyndon,  and  opened  up  a  farm 
which  is  now  (1903)  occupied  by  Jean  Clement. 
He  was  the  father  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 

The  children  born  to  Charles  and  Sarah  (Will- 
iams) Mathewson  were:  Charles  M.,  Jr.,  born 
January  7,  1819,  and  died  June  21,  1849;  Sarah 
A.,  born  February  5,  1820,  and  died  August  5, 
1840;  Azro  B.,  born  February  7,  1822,  and  died 
July  18,  1881 ;  Melina,  born  October  13,  1825, 
and  died  October  13,  1840;  Asha,  born  March  16, 
1827;  Ilarley  P.,  born  December  14,  1828,  and 
died  August  3.  1901  ;  Athelia  K.,  born  December 
4,  1830.  and  died  April  25,  1873;  Arthur  W.. 
bom  November  14,  1832,  and  died  May  13,  1896; 
Rosilla  M.,  born  October  2,  1834,  and  died  in 
September.  1836;  Epaphras  Chase,  born  Septem- 
ber 26,  1836;  and  Ozias  D.,  born  February  13, 
1839.  and  died  May  14,  1862.  Ozias,  who  died 
in  active  service  in  the  Civil  war  was  a  member 
of  Company  K,  Sixth  Regiment  of  Vermont  Vol- 
unteers. The  father  of  this  family  died  at  Far- 
mersville,  California,  August  21,  1870,  and  the 
mother  died  at  Barton,  Vermont,  October  1, 
1872. 

Epaphras  Chase  Mathewson,  son  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  (Williams)  Mathewson,  was  Iwrn  in 
Wheelock,  Vermont.  September  26,  1836.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Thet- 
ford  Academy.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  fol- 
losved  fanning,  and  resides  on  the  homestead 
where  his  father  located.  In  politics  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  has  served  as  selectman  and  lister,  in 
which  offices  he  has  won  the  commendation  of 
his  fellow  townsmen. 

He  married.  July  8,  1861,  Nancy  Earl,  (laugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Sally  (Park)  Marsh,  of  Lyn- 
don. Vermont.    She  was  born  in  Lyndon.  Ver- 


mont, September  29,  1837.  Their  children  were 
named  as  follows:  Ozias  Danforth,  born  March 
10,  1864;  Addie  Maud,  born  April  4,  1865,  who 
married  William  Pearson,  and  resides  in  Lindsay, 
California ;  Hugh  Jenkins,  born  February  8, 
1868,  who  married  Lillian  Craig,  of  Wheelock, 
Vermont,  and  who  reside  on  the  Mathewson 
homestead;  a  son  born  April  13,  1870,  who  died 
September  o,  same  year;  Charles  Henry,  born 
October  11,  1877,  who  resides  on  the  homestead 
with  his  parents ;  Carrie  May,  born  November 
6,  1880.  who  now  resides  at  the  homestead,  and 
is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Mathew- 
son and  his  wife  arc  both  now  living  on  the 
farm  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  three  generations. 

Professor  Ozias  Danforth  Mathewson,  eldest 
son  of  Epaphras  Chase  and  Nancy  Earl  (Marsh) 
Mathewson,  was  torn  in  Wheelock,  Vermont, 
March  10,  1864.  He  early  developed  a  taste  for 
learning,  and  obtained  a  most  thorough  educa- 
tion. Beginning  his  studies  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  village,  he  continued  them  in  Hard- 
wick  Academy,  St.  Johnsbury  Academy  and  Lyn- 
don Institute,  graduating  from  the  last  named  in- 
stitution in  1886,  and  then  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890. 
He  had  meantime  rendered  useful  service  as  a 
teacher,  and  in  1885,  the  year  of  his  attaining  his 
majority,  he  was  made  superintendent  of  schools 
for  the  town  of  Wheelock,  in  Caledonia  county, 
and  occupied  that  position  till  1888.  In  the 
autumn  of  1890  he  was  appointed  principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Barre,  and  this  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  an  honorable  career  of  usefulness  in  the 
line  of  his  profession,  a  profession  for  which  he 
developed  a  singular  aptitude  and  to  which  he 
brought  a  genuine  and  lasting  enthusiasm.  In 
1894  he  was  appointed  examiner  of  teachers  for 
Washington  county,  and  in  1890  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  Barre  public  schools.  In  1901 
he  was  placed  on  the  l)oard  of  normal  school  com- 
missioners for  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  made 
secretary  of  that  body.  All  four  of  these  posi- 
tions he  has  occupied  uninterruptedly  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  the  simple  statement  of  the  fact  is 
eloquent  attestation  of  his  ability  and  conscien- 
tious performance  of  duty.  To  this  general  state- 
ment need  only  be  added  the  fact  that  during  his 
*  administration  the  schools  of  his  city,  particularly, 
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have  t)een  brought  to  the  highest  degree  of  effi- 
ciency, and  are  justly  recorded  as  a  model  of 
what  public  institutions  of  learning  should  be, 
while  Mr.  Mathewson  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  capable  exponents  of  educational  science  in 
the  state. 

In  1894  Mr.  Mathewson  was  president  of  the 
Vermont  State  Teachers'  Association.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  for 
several  years,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  legislation.  He  is  also  one  of  a  commit- 
tee of  three  designated  by  the  state  legislature  of 
1902  to  distribute  a  j>orticn  of  the  state  school 
tax  "to  equalize  taxation  and  afford  equal  school 
privileges." 

Crowing  out  of  his  college  associations,  he 
maintains  membership  with  two  fraternities,  the 
Psi  Upsilon  and  the  Casque  and  Gauntlet.  He  is 
a  distinguished  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
affiliated  with  Crescent  Lodge  No.  66,  F.  and 
A,  M.,  Lyndonville;  Granite  Chapter  No.  26, 
R.  A.  M.,  Barre;  St.  Aldemar  Commandery  No. 
1 1,  K.  T.,  in  which  he  is  past  eminent  commander  : 
and  he  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree. 
Scottish  rite,  and  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Sinai  Tem- 
ple, A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Montpclier.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Mathewson  was  married 
July  1,  1891,  to  Miss  Angic  Matilda  Kelley.  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  A.  and  Fanny  (Morley) 
Kelley.  bom  in  Worcester,  Vermont,  December 
27.  1861. 

HARRY  WEXDALL  WHITCOMB. 

The  Whilcomb  family  of  Barre.  Vermont,  of 
which  Harry  Wendal!  Whitcomh  is  a  prominent 
and  prosperous  member,  trace  their  ancestry  hack 
to  John  Whitcomb.  born  in  Dorchester.  England, 
from  which  place  he  emigrated  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  death  oc- 
curred September  24.  166.2.  His  son,  Josiah 
Whitcomh.  horn  in  1638.  married  Rebecca  Wat- 
ers, ami  died  March  21.  1718.  Their  son,  David 
Whitcomh.  was  born  in  Scituate.  Massachusetts, 
February  JO.  1668.  and  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mary  Fairbanks:  later  they  removed  to  Bol- 
ton. Massachusetts,  which  is  supposed  to  have 


been  the  birthplace  of  their  son  Captain  Joseph, 
who  was  born  in  1700,  married  Damarius  Priest, 
and  subsequently  located  at  Swanzey,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  lived  to  the  extreme  old 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  Major  Klisha  Whit- 
comb, their  son,  was  born  about  the  year  1723, 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  participat- 
ing in  the  memorable  battle  of  Bunker  Hill;  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Joanna  Whitcomb,  of 
Leominster.  Massachusetts,  and  died  September 
17.  1814- 

Salmon  D.,  son  of  Major  Elisha  and  Joanna 
Whitcomb,  was  born  in  Swanzey,  New  Hampshire, 
March  19,  1776,  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  school  and  later  turned  his  attention  to 
the  carpenter  trade,  in  which  occupation  he  was 
eminently  successful  both  in  his  native  town  and 
in  ( )range,  Vermont,  to  which  town  he  removed 
in  1805.  He  married  Aruha  Camp,  born  in  Shar- 
on. Connecticut.  October  31.  1787.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Roxinda,  born  July  23.  1810;  George 
W.  C.  born  September  14.  1814;  Emeline  A.. 
born  September  18,  1818:  Sarah  C.  born  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1 82 1 :  Lyman  Waterman,  horn  Febru- 
ary 7,  1824 ;  William  Elbridge,  born  November 
4,  1826;  and  James  Addison,  born  September  5, 
1832.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in  Barre. 
Vermont.  February  22,  1852,  and  the  mother  died 
October  4.  1867.  at  Rrookfield. 

Lyman  Waterman,  son  of  Salmon  and  Aru- 
ha ((amp)  Whitcomb,  was  born  in  Orange, 
Orange  county.  Vermont.  February  7,  1824.  He 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  upon  attaining  young  manhood  pur- 
chased the  Phelps'  sawmill  property  in  the  town 
of  Barre.  which  he  operated  successfully  for  a 
period  of  lime:  he  then  purchased  the  William 
Martin  sawmill  property  at  Plainficld,  Vermont, 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years,  meeting  with 
a  marked  degree  of  success.  He  then  acquired 
the  Fork  Shop  in  Barre,  which  he  ran  as  a  sash 
and  door  factory,  and  after  a  short  period  of  time 
he  disposed  of  this  and  purchased  the  Joshua 
Twing  property,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
mill-wright  for  over  twenty  years.  In  the  later 
years  of  his  life  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a  fac- 
tory in  Rochester.  Vermont,  in  which  were  pro- 
duced fork  handles  and  chair  material,  and  still 
later  was  connected  with  Whitcomb  Brothers 
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Machine  Works  of  Barre,  Vermont.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  Mr.  Whitcomb  was  an  ardent  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  a  member  of  Granite  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Barre,  Vermont.  He  was  united  in  marriage  No- 
vember 5,  1850,  to  Miss  Mariam  (Sargent) 
Noyes.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  name- 
ly: Friend  Novcs,  born  November  18,  1855;  and 
Harry  Wendall.  Mr.  Whitcomb  died  in  Barre, 
Vermont,  January  7,  1898,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  May  23,  1902. 

Harry  Wendall  Whitcomb,  son  of  Lyman  W. 
and  Mariam  Whitcomb,  was  born  in  what  is  now 
the  city  of  Barre,  Vermont,  May  22,  1858.  His 
preliminary  education  was  obtained  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  later  he  attended  the  Goddard 
Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1881.  His  first  venture  in  the  busi- 
ness world  was  as  proprietor  of  a  granite  quarry, 
which  lie  operated  for  six  years ;  he  then  dis- 
posed of  it  and  in  January,  1890,  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother  under  the  style  of 
Whitcomb  Brothers,  in  the  manufacture  of  stone- 
working  machinery  of  all  kinds.  This  enter- 
prise has  proved  very  successful,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  attend  strictly  to  business,  are  en- 
ergetic and  sagacious,  and  their  reputation  for 
fair  dealing  has  gained  them  the  confidence,  good 
will  and  respect  of  all  their  business  associates. 
In  addition  to  this  they  have  purchased  seventy 
acres  of  land  on  Millstone  Hill,  which  they  arc 
developing  into  a  fine  granite  quarry.  Mr.  Bond 
is  associated  with  them  in  this  undertaking,  and 
they  conduct  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bond  &  Whitcombs.  In  his  politics  Mr.  Whit- 
comb is  a  firm  supporter  of  the  measures  advo- 
cated by  the  Republican  party. 

On  June  26,  1894,  Mr.  Whitcomb  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Etta  Wells,  who  was 
born  in  Marshfield,  Vermont,  October  13,  1866, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  Carlos  and  Eleanor  Ermina 
(Hall)  Wells,  the  former  named  being  born  in 
Woodbury,  Vermont,  March  18,  1838,  and  the 
latter  in  Marshfield,  Vermont,  October  7,  1844. 
The  following  named  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Whitcomb:  Lyman  Wells,  born  in 
Barre,  Vermont.  August  28,  1895  ;  Wcmlall  Hall, 
born  in  Barre.  Vermont,  March  13,  1899,  died 
January  7,  1900. 

6* 


NOBLE  LANSING  BALL. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  review  is  one  of  the 
representative  and  honored  farmers  of  Addison 
county,  his  finely  improved  estate  being  eligibly 
located  in  the  township  of  Fcrrisburg,  and  his 
also  is  the  distinction  of  bearing  a  name  which 
has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  this  section 
of  the  state  since  the  pioneer  days,  so  that  he  is 
specially  well  entitled  to  consideration  in  a  work 
which  has  to  do  with  those  who  have  been  the 
founders  and  builders  of  this  favored  and  pros- 
perous portion  of  the  old  Green  Mountain  state, 
where  he  has  passed  his  entire  life. 

Mr.  Ball  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
bury,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  24th  of  February,  1857,  being  a  son 
of  Alvin  Ball,  who  was  born  in  Fcrrisburg,  June 
28,  1814.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Alvin  Ball, 
Sr.,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  of  Fcrrisburg,  where  he  died  at  a  good 
age.  Alvin  Ball,  Jr.,  passed  his  childhood  days 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Fcrrisburg,  where 
he  received  his  educational  training  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  period,  and  where  he  contin- 
ued to  be  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  un- 
til he  moved  to  Middlebury  township.  There  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm,  upon  which 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  i860,  when 
he  returned  to  Fcrrisburg,  and  continued  fanning 
until  his  death,  July  20,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years.  He  was  a  man  of  the  highest 
integrity  in  all  the  relations  of  life  and  held  the 
unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  Hard,  who  was  born  in  Fcrris- 
burg, being  a  daughter  of  Alanson  Hard,  who 
was  a  prominent  farmer  of  this  town,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  over  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Ball 
entered  into  eternal  rest  on  the  nth  of  February, 
1902,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  having 
been  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  of  which  her  husband  served  as  stew- 
ard for  the  long  period  of  forty  years.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  six 
are  living  at  the  present  time,  namely :  Homer, 
who  conducts  the  old  homestead  where  his  moth- 
er was  born ;  Evaline,  who  resides  in  Sharon 
Springs,  New  York ;  Hattie,  who  remains  at  the 
old  homestead ;  Noble  L.,  the  immediate  subject 
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of  this  sketch  ;  Frederick,  a  resident  of  Charlotte, 
Chittenden  county ;  and  Nellie  A.,  the  wife  of 
Hev.  H.  D.  Spencer,  of  Sharon  Springs,  New- 
York. 

Noble  L.  Hall  was  but  three  years  of  age  at 
the  time  when  his  parents  removed  from  his  na- 
tive town  to  Ferrisburg,  ami  here  he  was  reared 
to  maturity  upon  the  homestead  farm,  receiving 
such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  place  and  |)criod,  and 
waxing  strong  in  both  mental  and  physical  vigor. 
He  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  legal 
majority,  when  he  assumed  the  practical  respon- 
sibilities of  a  man  of  family,  and  initiated  his  in- 
dependent career.  After  his  marriage  he  took 
up  his  abode  on  his  present  farm,  which  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  excellent 
land,  upon  which  the  best  of  permanent  improve- 
ments have  been  made,  and  here  he  has  ever  since 
continued  to  devote  his  attention  to  diversified 
fanning,  so  directing  his  efforts  as  to  secure  the 
maximum  returns  therefrom  and  being  known  as 
a  progressive,  energetic  and  discriminating  agri- 
culturist. In  politics  Mr.  Hall  shows  the  cour- 
age of  his  convictions  and  the  consistency  which 
is  due,  by  giving  an  unequivocal  support  to  the 
Prohibition  party,  in  whose  cause  he  has  been  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  zealous  workers  in  the 
state,  while  in  1002  he  was  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor  of  the 
state.  He  has  been  incumbent  of  various  local 
offices,  including  that  of  lister,  in  which  he  served 
for  two  years.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  man  of  utmost  honor 
in  all  the  relations  of  life,  is  charitable  and  kindly 
in  his  judgment,  and  in  his  daily  walk  ever  aims 
to  exemplify  the  deq>  Christian  faith  which  he 
holds,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  since  his  boyhood  days  and 
having  held  various  official  positions  in  the  same. 
He  has  been  steward  during  the  last  twenty-nine 
years,  and  at  the  present  time  has  the  distinction 
of  being  president  of  the  Hurlington  District  Ep- 
worth  League  and  also  president  of  the  Hurling- 
ton District  Camp  Meeting  .Association,  while  he 
has  long  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Sunday-school,  in  which  he  has  been  a  teacher  for 
many  years,  while  he  was  the  capable  and  popular 
superintendent  of  the  same  for  six  years.  Hoth 
he  and  his  wife  are  among  the  most  zealous 


church  workers  in  this  section  of  the  state,  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  promote  the  spiritual  growth 
and  material  prosperity  of  the  church,  while  their 
influence  in  the  same  has  ever  been  a  recognized 
and  appreciated  power  for  good. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1883.  Mr.  Hall  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Erne  L.  Field,  who 
was  l>orn  on  the  farm  which  is  now  their  home, 
a  daughter  of  Stephen  Field,  a  memlier  of  one  of 
the  prominent  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  this 
county.  He  reclaimed  the  homestead  farm  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  erected  the  present  sub- 
stantial residence  and  made  other  improvements 
of  excellent  order,  becoming  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous and  influential  farmers  of  this  locality  and 
here  retaining  the  utmost  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  He  lived  to  attain  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-five  years,  his  death  occur- 
ring November  30,  1000.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Cornelia  Ciples,  was  likewise  born  in 
Addison  county,  and  here  she  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years.  They  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
James,  a  successful  farmer  of  Ferrisburg ;  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  fieorge  Porter,  of  Charlotte,  Chitten- 
den county;  Hattie,  the  wife  of  Charles  Pratt,  of 
Gilman,  Illinois:  I.uther,  a  fanner  of  Ferrisburg; 
and  Effie  L.,  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ball  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Luella. 

LIVICS  O.  CHAPIN. 

Lucius  ( >vctte  Chapin.  a  prosperous  and  en- 
terprising merchant  of  Bristol.  Vermont,  was 
l)orn  December  14th,  1861,  in  New  Haven.  Ver- 
mont. The  Chapin  family  was  founded  in  Amer- 
ica by  Scotch  ancestry,  and  it  is  said  that  Deacon 
Daniel  Chapm  settled  in  Massachusetts  as  early 
as  ifrtto.  Alpheus  Chapin  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  iSt2.  under  Ceneral  Wade  Hampton,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  as  the  result 
of  exposure  and  hardships  in  the  Pittsburgh 
campaign,  and  was  buried  at  Plattsburg.  He 
was  one  of  a  large  family,  reared  at  Rowe.  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  bore  the  distinguishing  marks  of 
the  family,  namelv :  sandy  hair,  light  complexion 
and  blue  eyes.  Myron,  son  of  Alpheus  Chapin. 
was  born  January  21.  1805.  in  Jay.  Vermont, 
where  he  attended  the  local  schools  and  learned 
the  tailor's  trade.    Settling  in  New  Haven,  Ver- 
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mont.  he  pursued  this  trade  with  success,  while 
in  addition  to  this  occupation  he  engaged  in  agri- 
culture and  derived  a  substantial  income  from  the 
sale  of  sheep.  His  death  occurred  in  the  town  of 
New  Haven  when  lie  had  attained  the  age  of 
seventy  years. 

Myron  Ovette  Chapin,  his  son.  was  born  in 
New  Haven.  V  ermont,  April  18.  1836.  He  ac- 
quired his  preliminary  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town,  and  later  attended  a  private 
school,  where  he  completed  his  studies,  being 
especially  noted  for  his  fine  penmanship.  He- 
then  became  a  farmer,  devoting  his  attention  to 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  individual- 
ity and  broad  humanitarian  principles,  which, 
taken  in  connection  with  his  rectitude  of  char- 
acter, naturally  gained  for  him  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lovina  Ellen  Bing- 
ham, who  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Vermont,  July 
3.  183Q.  a  daughter  of  Lucius  Bingham,  who  was 
also  bom  in  Cornwall,  Vermont,  April  3.  1804. 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Lucius 
O. :  Cora  It.,  now  the  wife  of  G.  M.  Small,  of 
Bristol,  Vermont :  and  Charles  H.  B.,  a  prom- 
inent resident  of  South  Framingham,  Massachu- 
setts. The  father  of  these  children  died  Sep- 
tember 22.  1800,  at  the  age  of  fifty- four  years, 
survived  by  his  wife  and  children.  The  family 
are  earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  Bristol,  Vermont. 

Lucius  O.  Chapin.  eldest  son  of  Myron 
Ovette  and  Lovina  Ellen  Chapin,  spent  the  early 
vears  of  his  life  in  the  town  of  New  Haven  and 
obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
When  he  attained  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  re- 
moved to  Middlchury  and  was  engaged  as  a  clerk 
by  the  firm  of  F.  Vallette  &  Co.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  short  period  of  time,  and  during 
the  following  seven  years  he  was  employed  by 
his  uncle  in  the  same  capacity,  in  a  general  store 
at  Middlcbury.  In  1880  he  returned  to  New 
Haven  and  secured  a  position  as  clerk,  which  he 
retained  for  two  ami  one-half  years.  He  then 
entered  into  partnership  with  C.  F.  Squier.  and 
for  two  years  and  a  half  they  conducted  a  gen- 
eral store  nn  Xew  Haven  street.  Mr.  Chapin 
then  entered  the  cmpoly  of  X.  F.  Dunshee.  a 
dry-goods  merchant  of  P.ristol,  Vermont,  in  the 


capacity  of  head  clerk,  and  in  1894  was  taken  into 
partnership,  owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the 
years  of  his  service  for  the  firm  he  was  always 
faithful  to  their  interests,  active  and  anxious  to 
promote  their  welfare.  Mr.  Chapin  is  a  firm 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  as  school  director  for  two 
years,  also  as  town  clerk  of  Xew  Haven  for  two 
years,  resigning  from  the  latter  office  when  he 
removed  to  Bristol.  He  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  local  camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  dur- 
ing its  existence,  and  acted  as  captain,  lieutenant 
and  first  sergeant  of  the  camp ;  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  matters  connected  with  this  organ- 
ization. 

On  September  23.  1884,  Mr.  Chapin  married 
Miss  Anna  E.  I^add.  who  was  born  in  Monkton, 
Vermont,  March  22,  1863,  only  child  of  Everett 
Ladd.  who  was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  first  famil- 
ies of  the  town,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years.  The  two  children  of  L.  O.  Chapin 
and  vvife  are:  Gena  B.,  bom  July  26.  1886,  and 
Mildred  H.,  born  April  8,  1893.  The  family  at- 
tends the  Congregational  church  of  Bristol,  Ver- 
mont. 

jl'DGE  BARXAISAS  W.  COLLINS. 

Judge  Barnabas  \V.  Collins  is  a  leatling  rep- 
resentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Addi- 
son county,  where  he  owns  and  oj>crates  a  most 
desirable  farm.  ( )f  excellent  business  ability  and 
broad  resources,  he  has  attained  a  prominent  place 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  part  of  the 
county  and  is  a  recognized  leader  in  public  af- 
fairs. He  is  a  native  son  of  Ferrisburg,  his  birth 
having  here  occurred  on  the  17th  of  November, 
1847.  and  is  a  member  of  an  old  ami  prominent 
family  in  the  Green  Mountain  state.  His  paternal 
grandfather.  Archibald  Collins,  was  born  in 
Guilford.  Connecticut,  but  in  a  very  early  day 
came  with  his  father,  Oliver  Collins,  to  Ferris- 
burg. Vermont,  the  family  being  among  the  early 
pioneers  of"  this  locality,  dating  their  arrival  here 
about  I7<)0.  Here  Archibald  Collins  took  up  a 
tract  of  land,  on  which  he  followed  the  tilling  of 
the  soil  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death, 
his  demise  occurring  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  Itv  his  marriage  to  Rhoda  I  Sales  he  Inrcame 
the  father  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased. 
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Elias  B.  Collins,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  on  the  old  farmstead  in  this  county, 
and  the  noble  art  of  husbandry  continued  to  be 
his  occupation  through  life.  His  death  occurred 
on  a  farm  near  the  one  owned  by  his  father  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years,  passing  away  after  a 
long,  active  and  useful  life.  He  took  a  very  prom- 
inent part  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  locality,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  held  the  office  of  select- 
man. As  a  companion  for  the  journey  of  life 
Mr.  Collins  chose  Catherine  Fonda,  who  was  born 
at  Hudson,  New  York,  of  which  commonwealth 
her  father,  Jeremiah  Fonda,  was  also  a  native. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely :  Archibald,  of 
Ferrisburg:  George  P.,  a  prominent  physician  of 
North  Ferrisburg ;  Charles,  who  also  makes  his 
home  in  this  town ;  Barnabas  W.,  the  subject  of 
this  review ;  and  Elias,  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 
The  mother  reached  the  good  old  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  both'  she  and  her  husband  were  valued 
members  of  the  Congregational  church,  the  latter 
becoming  a  member  of  that  denomination  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  lie  served  as  a  deacon 
therein. 

Barnabas  W.  Collins,  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  of  this  article,  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life  on  the  oid  home  farm,  early  assisting  in  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  farmer  boy.  His 
elementary  education  was  received  in  the  district 
schools  of  Addison  county,  while  later  he  became 
a  student  in  the  Middlcbury  grammar  school  and 
for  one  term  was  enrolled  as  a  pupil  in  Middle- 
bury  College.  After  receiving  this  excellent 
training  he  was  able  to  impart  to  others  the  knowl- 
edge be  had  acquired,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
Ins  effort*  were  devoted  to  teaching  in  the  district 
schools  and  academies  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
while  for  a  time  he  also  held  the  position  of 
pnrif  jpal  in  a  number  of  educational  institutions. 
J 11  iHX^  hr  abandoned  the  work  of  the  school 
T<.',u\  fur  that  of  the  farm,  purchasing  the  tract 
of  01 1 r:  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  which  he  still 
ow  n-.,  and  here  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  has  intelligently  followed  the  voca- 
tion of  agriculture,  his  methods  being  practical 
;md  progressive,  and  his  efforts  have  therefore 
Ut-n  attended  with  success. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Collins  was  celebrated 


October  7,  1875,  when  Miss  Ruth  Orvis  became 
his  wife.  She  was  bom  on  a  farm  just  opposite 
her  husband's  birthplace,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Lorenzo  Orvis.  a  prominent  farmer  of  this  lo- 
cality and  a  member  of  an  old  and  well  known 
family.  They  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  George 
Orvis.  who  settled  at  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  be- 
tween 1675  and  1700.  The  descent  is  through 
Roger,  David.  Eleazer  and  Roger,  to  Lorin,  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Collins,  who  was  the  first 
man  to  locate  in  Lincoln,  this  state.  Lorenzo  Or- 
vis married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Hitt,  of 
Danby,  Vermont.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  the  union  of  Mr.  Collins  and  his  wife,  as  fol- 
lows: Bertha  R.,  who  graduated  at  Middlcbury 
College  in  1902;  Orvis  R.,  also  a  graduate  of  the 
college  with  the  class  of  1902;  Katherine,  who  is 
now  a  student  in  that  institution ;  Helen,  who  is 
pursuing  the  study  of  music  in  Vergennes :  and 
Earl,  who  entered  Middlcbury  College  in  1902. 
Judge  Collins  gives  an  unfaltering  supjwrt  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
held  all  the  local  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fel- 
low townsmen.  In  1900  he  was  elected  to  the  im- 
portant position  of  assistant  judge,  to  which  he 
was  re-elected  in  1902,  and  he  has  also  served  as  a 
delegate  to  county  and  state  conventions.  The 
family  are  prominent  and  active  members  of  the 
Congregational  church.  Judge  Collins  is  highly 
regarded  in  his  locality  and  is  recognized  as  a 
man  of  high  character  who  conducts  his  business 
on  principles  which  reilect  honor  and  benefit  not 
onlv  upon  himself  but  also  upon  his  town. 

JAMES  HENRY  McLOUD. 

James  Henry  McLoud,  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Hardwick.  and  a  citizen  of  promi- 
nence and  influence,  was  born  April  5,  1841,  in 
Calais,  Vermont,  of  Scotch  ancestry  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  his  great-grandfather  McLoud  hav- 
ing emigrated  from  the  north  of  Scotland  to 
America.  Enoch  C.  McLoud,  father  of  James  II., 
was  born  and  reared  in  Plainfield,  Vermont,  but 
spent  the  major  part  of  his  life  in  Calais,  Ver- 
mont, being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Sophia  Lillcy,  a  daughter  of  Captain 
Lilley,  whose  ancestors  came  from  England  to 
this  country,  being  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Vermont. 
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Tames  Henry  McLoud  received  better  educa- 
tional advantages  than  most  of  the  farmers'  sons 
of  his  time,  attending  first  the  district  schools  of 
Calais,  then  the  Orleans  Liberal  Institute,  the 
academy  at  Morrisville,  the  Barre  Academy,  com- 
pleting his  studies  at  the  Norwich  University  in 
Norwich,  Vermont.  From  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  taught  school  in  the  winter  terms,  earn- 
ing enough  to  partly  defray  his  collegiate  ex- 
penses. After  his  graduation  he  continued  in  his 
professional  career,  teaching  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Oregon  from  1869  until  1873,  m  Plainfield, 
Vermont,  in  1874,  in  1875  becoming  principal 
of  the  Hardwick  Academy,  a  position  that  he  re- 
tained ten  years. 

Changing  his  occupation  in  1886,  Mr.  Mc- 
Loud formed  a  partnership  with  O.  H.  Marsh, 
and  under  the  firm  name  of  Mcl~oud  &  Marsh 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  trade  in  Hardwick  for 
two  years,  when  a  change  of  partners  was  made, 
C.  M.  Ide  purchasing  the  interest  of  Mr.  Marsh. 
In  1898  a  stock  companv  was  formed  with  Mr. 
Mcl-oud,  F.  T.  Taylor,  L.  A.  Kent  and  F.  T. 
Downer  as  members,  being  incorporated  under 
its  present  name,  the  J.  H.  McLoud  Company, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  mercantile 
firms  of  the  county,  carrying  on  a  very  large 
trade  in  general  merchandise.  Mr.  McLoud  is 
also  largely  interested  in  real  estate,  being  presi- 
dent of  the  Hardwick  Land  Company,  which  has 
recently  bought  and  platted  the  Clement  farm, 
and  is  selling  lots  for  building  purposes,  many 
houses  having  already  been  erected.  He  also 
owns  one-half  of  the  fine  brick  block  on  Mill 
street,  in  which  the  bank  and  postofficc  are  lo- 
cated, one  half  of  the  large  building  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Mill  streets,  in  which  the  com- 
pany's store  is  located. 

Mr.  McLoud  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  contrib- 
uting liberally  towards  its  support,  as  he  does 
the  churches  of  other  denominations.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Hardwick  Savings 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  has  served  as  one 
of  the  directors  of  that  institution  since  its  in- 
corporation, and  for  nine  years  was  postmaster 
of  the  town.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  being 
a  member  of  Caspian  Lake  Lodge  No.  87,  F.  & 
A.  M..  having  united  with  the  order  when  twenty- 
one  vears  old.  and  in  it  he  has  since  held  every 


office.  He  also  belongs  to  Haswell  Chapter,  R, 
A.  M.,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont. 

Mr.  McLoud  married,  first,  in  August,  1876, 
Ella  M.  Perley,  of  Hardwick,  daughter  of  Judge 
Henry  Perley,  formerly  one  of  the  foremost  men 
of  the  town  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  She  died  October  1,  1898.  Mr.  McLoud 
married,  second,  June  12,  1900,  Harriet  Beecher 
Conant,  M.  D.,  a  native  of  Greensboro,  Vermont, 
and  daughter  of  Ebenczer  Tolman  and  Mary 
Jane  (Fisher)  Conant,  natives  of  that  town  and 
of  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire,  respectively. 
Mr.  Conant  was  a  descendant  of  Roger  Conant, 
one  of  the  first  five  settlers  at  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts. He  was  a  farmer  in  Greensboro,  where 
he  died  in  1861.  Mrs.  Conant  now  resides  in 
Hardwick.  Her  ancestors  were  among  the 
Scotch-Irish  settlers  of  Londonderry,  New 
Hampshire.  Mrs.  McLoud  was  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Min- 
nessota  with  the  class  of  1891,  and  from  that  time 
until  1899  was  resident  physician  at  the  South 
Dakota  Hospital  for  the  insane. 

JOHN  S.  WHEELER. 

John  Squier  Wheeler  was  born  in  the  town 
of  North  Fcrrisburg,  the  date  of  his  nativity  be- 
ing December  16,  i860,  so  that  he  is  numbered 
among  the  younger  generation  of  business  men 
of  the  locality.  His  father,  Absalom  L.  Wheeler, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  on  the 
29th  of  March,  1818,  and  previous  to  his  removal 
to  Vermont  was  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
attractive  and  picturesque  city  of  Peekskill,  on 
the  Hudson  river.  His  father,  John  Wheeler, 
was  likewise  a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  being 
a  son  of  Joseph  Wheeler,  who  also  was  born  in 
New  York,  whence  he  came  to  Ferrisburg,  Ver- 
mont, in  the  year  l8t8,  being  soon  followed  by 
his  son  John.  Here  he  took  up  his  residence  on 
a  farm,  becoming  the  owner  of  five  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land,  to  whose  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation he  devoted  his  attention  for  a  number  of 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to 
the  state  of  New  York,  wlicre  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  son  John,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  took  charge  of  the  Vermont  farm 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  removal  to  New  York, 
and  here  lie  passed  the  residue  of  his  days,  be- 
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coming  one  of  tlie  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  the  county  and  commanding  the  respect 
of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  From  the  foregoing 
statement 5  it  becomes  evident  that  our  subject  is 
a  representative  of  the  fourth  generation  of  the 
family  in  this  county,  and  the  name  has  thus 
been  consecutively  and  conspicuously  identified 
with  the  annals  of  this  section  since  the  pioneer 
epoch.  John  Wheeler  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lent,  who  likewise  was  lx>rn  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  city  of  Pcekskill,  New  York,  and  who  was 
four  score  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 
The  children  of  this  union  were  as  follows: 
Caroline,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Orvise: 
Absalom  Lent,  father  of  our  subject ;  Edward, 
who  resided  in  Vergenncs  at  the  time  of  his 
death ;  Joseph,  who  died  in  Ferrisburgh ;  and 
Charles  C.,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
rairoad  men  of  the  west,  and  died  in  Chicago,  all 
of  the  number  being  now  deceased.  The  parents 
were  birthright  members  of  that  noble  organiza- 
tion, the  Society  of  Friends,  and  their  children 
held  tr.  the  same  simple  and  l>eautiful  faith. 

Absalom  Lent  Wheeler  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Ferrisburg.  and  after  secur- 
ing his  more  elementary  educational  training  in 
the  local  schools  he  prosecuted  a  course  of  study 
in  the  academy  at  Shoreham.  where  he  gained 
a  good  practical  education.  He  had  been  identi- 
fied with  the  work  of  the  home  farm  during  his 
youth,  hut  in  giving  inception  to  his  independent 
career  he  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  in  North  Ferrisburg.  in  which  connec- 
tion it  is  most  interesting  to  revert  to  the  fact 
that  lie  conducted  his  enterprise  in  the  same  store 
building  where  his  son.  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, is  now  engaged.  \\y  energy,  indefatigable 
application  to  the  demands  of  his  trade  and  by 
his  fair  and  honorable  dealing  he  built  up  a  very 
satisfactory  business,  receiving  a  representative 
patronage  and  being  known  as  a  man  of  upright 
character  ami  as  one  whose  word  was  as  good  as 
any  bond  ever  given.  He  was  in  business  here 
for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years  and  until 
called  from  the  scene  of  life's  endeavors.  N<v 
vember  i'\  1875.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneet 
merchants  of  the  county  and  was  one  of  the  most 
extensive  dealers  in  farm  produce  in  this  section, 
being  widely  known   throughout   the  farming 


community  ami  commanding  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact, 
in  either  business  or  social  relations. 

On  the  14th  of  December.  1851.  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Absalom  L.  Wheeler  to 
Miss  Maria  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Ferrisburg. 
the  daughter  of  Solomon  S.  Martin,  who  likewise 
was  a  native  of  the  town  where  his  father,  Stod- 
dard Martin,  was  a  pioneer  farmer,  having  come 
hither  from  his  native  state  of  Connecticut. 
Maria  Martin  was  educated  at  the  famous  Con- 
verse school  at  Iturlington.  Vermont,  conducted 
by  the  late  Rev.  J.  K.  Converse,  whose  portrait 
appears  on  another  page.  Solomon  S.  Martin 
eventually  removed  to  Madrid.  St.  Lawrence 
county.  New  York,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  large  landed  estate  and  where  he  continued 
to  be  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Phoebe  Mean,  and 
she  was  born  in  Xew  Hampshire,  and  died  in 
middle  life.  They  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  church,  in  which  faith  they  reared 
their  children,  three  of  whom  attained  maturity. 
Absalom  L.  and  Maria  (Martin)  Wheeler  Ik- 
came  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  the 
following  survive :  Caroline  E.,  who  resides  in 
North  Ferrisburg.  having  never  married  :  Charles 
M..  who  is  a  prominent  real  estate  dealer  and  re- 
sides in  the  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois:  John  S.. 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Phivln.1, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Kingslaud.  a  prom- 
inent farmer  of  this  township;  and  Frances  L.. 
who  remains  in  the  old  home.  The  father  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  in  this 
faith  he  passed  away.  His  wife,  who  died  on  the 
12th  of  January.  18H0.  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight, 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

John  S.  Wheeler,  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedi- 
cated, was  reared  in  North  Ferrisburg.  ami  after 
securing  such  educational  advantages  as  were 
afforded  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  well  known  Shattuck 
Military  Academy,  at  Faribault.  Minnesota. 
I'pou  leaving  school  he-  returned  to  his  native 
village,  in  1SS5.  where  he  accepted  a  clerical 
position  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  Allen 
i\-  Company,  with  whom  he  still  remains.  Though 
never  an  aspirant  for  political  preferment  he  has 
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given  a  standi  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
anrl  his  religions  views  are  in  harmony  with  the 
tenets  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  whose 
services  he  regularly  atetuls. 

MARTI X  FLETCHER  AU.EX. 

The  name  of  Martin  Fletcher  Allen  stands 
conspicuously  forth  on  the  pages  of  Vermont's 
political  history.    He  has  been  an  active  factor 
in  shaping  the  affairs  of  the  government  of  the 
state,  and  is  widely  recognized  as  a  Republican 
leader  who  has  tailored  earnestly  for  the  success 
of  the  part  v.    ("lose  study  has  given  him  a  keen 
insight  into  the   important    political  problems, 
and  his  interest  in  the  issues  of  the  day  that 
effect  the  state  or  national  weal  or  woe  has  ever 
been  of  the  highest.    A  native  son  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state.  Lieutenant  Governor  Allen,  of 
this  review,  was  born  in  Ferrisburg.  on  the  28th 
of  Xovember.  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Xortnan  J. 
and  a  grandson  of  Cyrus  Allen.   The  last-named 
was  born  October  17,  1780,  in  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont, and  died  at  Pepin.  Wisconsin,  in  August, 
1867.  being  buried  at  Wabasha.  Minnesota.  He 
was  married  July  26.  1804.  to  Sally  Fletcher, 
daughter  of  James  ami  Catherine  Fletcher,  of 
W'txwlstock.   Cyrus  was  a  son  of  Ephraim  Allen, 
who  was  born  January  13,  1732,  in  Rridgcwater. 
Massachusetts,  and  died  October  20,  1822,  prob- 
ably in  Woodstock.  Vermont.    His  wife,  Hetty 
Woods,  was  a  native  of  Middleboro,  Massachu- 
setts, born  April  ii,  1739.    They  were  married 
March  15.  1758.    In  a  very  early  day  Cyrus  Al- 
len located  in  the  Empire  state,  first  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Phelps,  Xcw  York,  and  subsequently 
resided  in  Woodstock.  Lincoln  and  Warren,  Ver- 
montmont.    His  wife's  death  occurred  on  the 
8th  of  August,  1818.  and  her  remains  lie  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Clyde,  Xew  York. 

Norman  J.  Allen  was  born  in  Phelps,  New 
York,  on  the  31st  of  March,  1818.  The  early 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Woodstock.  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  reared  by  his  grandfather, 
Russell  Fletcher,  and  in  1838  he  came  to  North 
Ferrisburg.  Vermont,  where  he  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  thus  continuing  until  the  year 
i860.  Throughout  his  long  connection  with  the 
mercantile  interests  he  made  but  few  changes  in 
his  business,  and  through  all  he  ever  maintained 


the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  patrons.  He 
was  elected  to  the  important  office  of  assistant 
judge  of  Addison  county,  and  in  1886  he  was 
called  upon  to  represent  his  town  in  the  legisla- 
ture. I  Ie  was  honored  with  many  other  positions 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his  in- 
fluence was  widely  felt  in  the  locality  in  which 
he  made  his  home.  On  the  15th  of  December, 
184 1,  Judge  Allen  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Sarah  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Ferrisburg.  Ver- 
mont, being  a  daughter  of  Stoddard  Martin.  The 
latter,  born  March  30,  1781,  was  a  son  of  Reuben 
Martin,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The  family 
has  been  traced  to  1066,  and  includes  Christo- 
pher, a  Mayflower  passenger.  Mrs.  Allen's 
death  occurred  on  the  10th  of  .April,  1873,  leaving 
three  children. —  Martin  Fletcher,  Anna  Caro- 
line and  Stoddard  Xorman.  Miss  Anna  C.  Al- 
len died  at  Ferrisburg,  August  22,  iyoo.  She 
graduated  in  1869  from  the  Ripley  Female  Col- 
lege, and  spent  her  life  in  teaching,  which  she 
began  in  Ferrisburg.  and  her  work  was  soon  ex- 
tended to  Maine.  North  Carolina  and  Missouri, 
where  she  taught  in  state  institutions  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  deaf.  She  is  spoken  of  by  leading 
educational  journals  as  "  a  woman  of  fine  execu- 
tive ability,  and  one  of  the  foremost  oral  teachers 
of  the  country."  In  addition  to  her  school  duties 
Miss  Allen  devoted  much  time  and  thought  to 
the  training  of  teachers.  "In  her  daily  Christian 
living,  she  commanded  the  respect  of  all,  and  her 
bright,  genial  nature  made  for  her  a  large  circle 
of  friends."  For  his  second  wife  Judge  Allen 
chose  Mrs.  Lucinda  Palmer,  the  widow  of  James 
Palmer,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  on 
the  17th  of  December,  1873.  The  Judge  was 
called  into  eternal  rest  when  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  passing  away  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  was  long  a  valued  member. 

Martin  F.  Allen,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  Ferris- 
burg, his  education  being  received  in  the  schools 
of  that  town.  Poultney,  this  state,  and  Pough- 
keepsie,  Xew  York.  After  reaching  a  suitable 
age  he  entered  into  partnership  with  A.  L. 
Wheeler,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Wheeler  & 
Allen,  for  conducting  a  mercantile  establishment, 
and  was  later  engaged  in  the  same  business  with 
his  brother.  Stoddard  X.  Allen.    He  is  now  ex- 
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and  cleared  up  the  Marshficld  farm  where  his  son 
and  grandson  were  born,  and  which  is  still  held 
in  the  family.  Solomon  Loomis  Gilman  died 
in  the  town  of  Marshficld,  July  27,  1902.  On 
September  8,  1846,  he  married  Diantha  P.,daugh- 
ter  of  Heman  Powers,  of  East  Montpelier.  She 
was  born  in  1825,  in  that  place,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing, at  Plainfield,  Vermont.  Her  mother's  maid- 
en name  was  Nash. 

Heman  L.  Gilman  was  reared  on  the  parental 
farm,  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  sci- 
ence of  agriculture  as  prosecuted  in  those  days, 
and  receiving  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools,  this  being  supplemented  by  an  attend- 
ance at  both  the  Phillips  and  Barre  Academies. 
On  becoming  of  age  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
A.  V".  Taylor,  of  Plainfield,  with  whom  he  was 
engaged  in  lumbering  for  three  years.  Dispos- 
ing of  his  interests  then  to  Mr.  Taylor,  he  worked 
for  a  year  on  the  construction  of  the  Montpel- 
ier &  Wells  River  Railway,  after  which  he  was 
employed  on  the  Boston,  Concord  &  Montreal 
Railroad  as  brakeman  and  baggage  master  be- 
tween Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  and  Boston, 
running  on  the  regular  trains.  This  position  he 
held  until  1881,  when  he  became  conductor  on  the 
narrow-gauge  line  then  opened  between  Bethle- 
hem Junction  and  Bethlehem  street,  at  the  end 
of  the  season  resuming  his  former  position  be- 
tween I^ancaster  and  Boston,  retaining  it  for  a 
year,  when  he  resigned. 

In  1887,  in  company  with  Mr.  H.  W.  Wes- 
ton, of  Boston.  Mr.  Gilman  purchased  timber 
lands  and  a  sawmill  of  Dr.  George  B.  Hatch,  in 
Peacham,  Vermont,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  twelve  months.  The  partners 
then  sold  their  business  to  the  Weston  Luni- 
l*r  Company  of  Boston,  Mr.  Gilman  remaining 
as  manager  until  1891. 

In  September,  1882,  he  settled  in  Groton,  pur- 
chasing of  A.  L.  Clark  the  grist  mill,  which  he 
has  since  managed  with  excellent  pecuniary  re- 
sults. He  was  ably  assisted  by  his  wife,  a  woman 
of  remarkable  financial  and  executive  ability,  who 
assumed  entire  charge  of  the  grain  business  and 
bookkeeping  of  the  grist  mill,  until  it  was  leased. 
He  thoroughly  repaired  and  refitted  the  old  mill, 
douhling  its  capacity  by  putting  in  two  modern 
water  wheels,  removing  the  wheat-run  and  bolts, 
but  retaining  the  corn-run  until  1890,  when  he 


put  in  a  new  steel  grinder,  making  the  present 
capacity  of  the  mill  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn 
a  day,  which  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  For 
three  years  previous  to  leaving  the  lumber  com- 
pany, Mr.  Gilman  leased  the  grist  mill  to  other 
parties.  Mr.  Gilman  owns,  also,  one-fourth  of 
Wells  River  pond,  which  usually  supplies  him  with 
ample  water  power,  and  is  now  carrying  on  a  very 
extensive  business,  it  having  increased  with  great 
rapidity  from  year  to  year;  his  location  is  most 
favorable. 

Mr.  Gilman  married,  in  1880,  Miss  Abigail 
L.  Richardson,  daughter  of  Isaac  E.  and  Mary 
Chamberlain  (Wheeler)  Richardson,  of  Bethle- 
hem, New  Hampshire.  The  only  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gilman  is  a  son,  Harold  W.,  born  April 
8,  1889.  Politically  Mr.  Gilman  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  fraternally  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Coos  Lodge,  No.  35,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  I-an- 
caster.  New  Hampshire,  and  of  Caledonia  Ix>dge, 
K.  of  P.,  of  Groton.  He  is  liberal  in  religious  be- 
lief, and  sustains  the  Universalist  church.  Isaac 
E.  Richardson  died  April  7,  1889,  at  his  home 
in  Bethlehem,  New  Hampshire.  He  was 
born  January  11,  1819,  in  Lisbon,  New 
Hampshire.  February  22,  1844,  he  married  Mary 
Chamberlain  Wheeler,  who  was  born  January  3, 
1824,  in  Littleton,  New  Hampshire,  and  died  at 
the  birth  of  her  daughter,  Abigail  L.  Mr. 
Richardson  subsequently  married  Elizabeth 
Gordon  Burnham.  Isaac  E.  Richardson  was  one 
of  the  best  known  of  the  business  men  of  north- 
ern New  Hampshire.  For  a  long  term  of  years 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
cutting  out  immense  quantities  of  timber,  at  one 
time  taking  the  lead  among  the  manufacturers 
of  that  commodity  in  this  region.  On  the  burn- 
ing of  his  mill  several  years  ago  he  quit  business, 
owing  to  advancing  years,  and  subsequently 
lived  on  his  farm  near  Bethlehem  Hollow. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  JACKMAN. 

William  H.  Jackman  is  a  well  known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Addison  county,  where 
he  is  extensively  and  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  l>orn  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1874,  being  a  son  of  Henry  S.  Jackman, 
a  native  of  New  Haven,  this  state.    His  paternal 
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(Garland)  Chapman,  the  former  a  native  of 
Middlebury  and  the  latter  of  Granville.  New 
York.  One  child  came  to  brighten  and  bless  the 
home  of  our  subject  and  wife.  Henry  S.. 
who  was  liorn  March  23.  1902.  Mrs.  Jackman 
passed  away  ( )ctobcr  2,  1902.  Mr.  Jackman  is 
a  stalwart  supporter  of  Republican  principles, 
and  for  three  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  while  for  two  years  of  the 
time,  in  1000  and  igoi.  he  was  chairman  of  the 
hoard.  He  has  also  served  in  the  capacity  of 
lister  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions. In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  memlier 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  affiliated  with 
Dorchester  Lodge  No.  1,  of  Vergcnnes.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church,  as  was 
also  his  wife. 

EI.MF.R  PARKFR  PIRKFTT. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Klmer  P.  Hirkett 
has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Addison  county,  and  in  this  line  of  en- 
deavor he  has  met  with  a  high  and  well  merited 
degree  of  success.  He  was  Ixjrn  in  the  house  in 
which  he  still  resides,  on  the  4th  of  March.  1864. 
and  in  this  ancestral  home  his  father,  John  Pirk- 
ett, also  had  his  nativity,  his  birth  here  occurring 
on  the  1  2th  of  March.  1823.  The  father  of  the 
latter.  Joseph  P.irkett.  was  of  English  birth,  the 
date  of  his  nativity  being  1780.  In  1802  he  came 
f<<  Ferrishurg.  Vermont,  and  here  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  farm  on  which  he  lo- 
cated in  this  state  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
P.irkett  family,  and  many  of  the  buildings  thereon 
were  erected  by  him.  His  death  occurred  when 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha  Peers, 
was  the  first  girl  ln>rn  in  Starksboro.  Vermont, 
where  her  father  was  among  the  early  pioneers, 
he  having  come  to  this  state  from  Connecticut,  and 
here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Joseph 
and  Martha  (  Peers)  Pirkett  became  the  parents 
of  five  chi'drcn.  four  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  and  a  daughter.  Martha  A.,  is  still  liv- 
ing, heing  now  a  resident  of  I.aCrossc,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  the  widow  of  Hubert  Pyington.  Mrs. 
oirkett  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

John  Pirkett  was  reared  in  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  to  the  district  schools  of  the  locality 


he  was  indebted  for  the  educational  privileges 
which  he  received.  He  too  chose  the  noble  art  of 
husbandry  as  his  life  occupation,  and  he  owned 
and  operated  the  old  Pirkett  homestead,  and  was 
also  the  owner  of  an  additional  tract,  his  landed 
possessions  consisting  of  about  four  hundred 
acres.  His  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his 
worth  and  ability,  honored  him  with  many  public 
positions,  and  for  seven  years  he  filled  the  office  of 
selectman,  being  for  a  number  of  years  chairman 
of  the  board  ;  in  1876  ami  1877  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  legislature  :  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  t  number  of  years  and  also  held  many  other 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  On  the  iQth 
of  September.  1861.  occurred  his  marriage  to 
Atvira  C.  Parker,  who  was  born  in  Underbill, 
Vermont.  April  7.  1838,  ami  is  a  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Susan  (  Rogers  )  Parker.  The  par- 
ents of  Reuben  Parker  were  Penjanun  and  Ex- 
perience (Ormsby)  Parker.  The  former  located  in 
Manchester.  Vermont,  in  a  very  early  day.  where 
he  owned  and  conducted  a  blacksmith  shop,  and 
his  death  occurred  March  27.  1851,  in  Underbill. 
Vermont,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The 
lattcr's  father,  Gideon  Ormsby.  served  as  a  cap- 
tain during  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  he  resided 
in  Manchester.  Vermont.  To  Penjamin  and  Ex- 
igence 'Ormsby)  Parker  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a  (laughter,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased,  and  the  mother  died  in  Pristol. 
Vermont.  August  5.  1853.  when  she  was  eighty- 
four  years  of  age.  Reuben  Parker,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Pirkett,  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  entire  business  career,  and  his 
death  occurred  February  24,  1876,  when  he  had 
reached  the  seventy-eighth  milestone  on  the  jour- 
ney of  life.  Py  his  marriage  to  Susan  Rogers  he 
became  the  father  of  four  children,  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  and  three  of  the  number  still 
survive. — Susan  V,  widow  of  Henry  Prown.  of 
Adrian.  Michigan:  Alvira  C. :  and  Reuben,  of 
l-Vrrisburg.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  January  26.  1864,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  four  vears.  Mr.  Parker  was  a  very  influen- 
tial man  in  his  locality,  having  been  elected  to 
many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  in  1836 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  legislature.  The 
family  affiliated  with  the  Congregational  church. 
To  John  and  Alvira  C.  (  Parker  )  P.irkett  were 
born  four  children,  namely:    Martha,  born  No- 
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admitted  to  the  bar  at  Windham  county  at  the 
September  term,  1859,  and  commenced  his  pro- 
fessional career  with  John  E.  Cutler  as  partner, 
in  December  of  the  same  year,  at  Jamaica,  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Wheeler  has  occupied  some  very 
important  public  positions,  in  the  discharge  of 
which  he  has  reflected  credit  not  only  upon  him- 
self, but  upon  the  good  judgment  of  those  who 
were  instrumental  in  selecting  him  for  the  re- 
spective offices.  In  1867  he  was  chosen  repre- 
sentative from  Jamaica  to  the  legislature;  from 
1868  to  1869  he  was  state  senator  of  Windham 
county;  he  was  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Vermont  from  December  1,  1869,  to  March  31, 
1877;  he  was  appointed  United  States  judge 
for  the  district  of  Vermont  by  President  Hayes, 
March  16.  1877.  Mr.  Wheeler  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Brattleboro  in  1884. 

Mr.  Wheeler  married  Miss  Minnie  L.  Mac- 
lay,  of  Lockport,  New  York,  October  24th,  1861. 
John  Knowlton,  a  posthumous  son  of  Benjamin 
L.  and  Elizabeth  (Maclay)  Knowlton,  a  sister 
of  Mrs.  Wheeler,  lived  in  their  family.  John  L. 
Knowlton  married,  January  14,  1892,  Miss  Belle 
G.  Clarke,  and  their  children  are,  Lauriston 
Edward,  born  October  1,  1893 ;  Bernard  Walter, 
born  March  23,  1896;  and  Elizabeth  Maclay, 
born  November  20,  1899. 

gp:orge  albert  hunt. 

It  cannot  be  other  than  pleasing  to  note  in 
the  various  personal  sketches  appearing  in  this 
work  that  there  remain  identified  with  the  ag- 
ricultural industry  in  Addison  county  many  wor- 
thy and  influential  citizens  whose  entire  lives 
have  been  passed  here  and  many  of  whom  are 
members  of  families  which  have  been  concerned 
in  the  annals  of  this  section  from  the  early  pioneer 
epoch.  When  it  is  stated  that  the  gentleman  to 
whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated  is  of  the  third 
generation  of  his  family  to  be  identified  with  the 
history  of  Waltham,  where  he  is  known  as  a 
successful  and  progressive  farmer,  it  will  become 
at  once  evident  that  he  stands  for  classification 
under  the  conditions  named  in  this  paragraph, 
and  it  is  altogether  fitting  that  a  resume  of  his 
career  be  incorporated  in  this  compilation. 

George  A.  Hunt,  as  already  intimated,  was 
born  in  Waltham,  Vermont,  the  date  of  his  na- 


tivity being  December  11,  1866.  His  father, 
Numan  Hunt,  was  born  in  Middlcbury,  this 
county  on  the  3d  of  June,  1821,  being  a  son  of 
Luther  E.  Hunt,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont. He  was  one  of  a  company  of  volunteers 
serving  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  September 
11,  1814,  and  a  bullet  pierced  his  boot,  but  did 
not  harm  him.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  dif- 
ferent occupation,  during  his  active  business  ca- 
reer and  passed  away  Deceml>er  14.  1863,  in  Wal- 
tham, at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  wife's 
name  was  Susannah  Newman.  Numan  Hunt 
passed  his  youthful  days  in  Saranac  Lake,  New 
York,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  his  educational 
privileges  wore  such  as  were  afforded  in  the 
schols  of  the  locality  and  period.  He  was  reared 
to  the  vocation  of  farming,  and  agriculture  con- 
tinued to  represent  the  field  of  his  endeavors 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  as 
the  result  of  a  fall  from  a  wagon  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1899,  at  which  time  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  located  upon  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son  in  the  year  1842,  and 
here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  having 
brought  to  bear  a  distinctive  business  ability  and 
an  indefatigable  energy,  whose  application  nat- 
urally resulted  in  his  becoming  one  of  the  pros- 
perous and  successful  farmers  of  the  town,  while 
his  personal  integrity  and  honor  were  such  as  to 
gain  and  retain  to  him  the  unqualified  confidence 
and  good  will  of  the  community.  He  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party  at  the  time  of 
its  organization,  and  ever  afterward  continued  to 
give  an  intelligent  and  stanch  support  to  its 
principles  and  policies.  His  eligibility  for  the 
.discharge  of  the  responsible  duties  devolving  up- 
on the  incumbents  of  local  offices  was  clearly 
recognized  in  the  community  and  led  to  his  being 
elected  to  various  town  offices,  including  that  of 
selectman,  and  represented  the  town  in  the  leg- 
islature in  1880.  He  was  one  of  those  concerned 
in  the  organization  of  the  local  Grange,  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  and  was  one  of  its  prominent  and 
active  members  while  it  existed  and  was  an  honor- 
ed member  of  Dorchester  Lodge  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Vergenncs.  His  religious  faith  was 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, — a  faith 
that  found  exemplification  in  thought,  word  and 
deed  and  which  made  his  life  one  of  exalted 
honor  and  devotion  to  al  that  is  good.   His  wid- 
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cm,  who  attained  the  age  of  nearly  seventy- 
eight  years,  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  with  which  she  became  identified  in  her 
youth  and  in  which  she  was  a  cheerful,  zealous 
and  unassuming  worker. 

On  the  <>th  of  Decerning,  1842.  Xuman  Hunt 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Con- 
ant,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Addison  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1822,  and  who 
passed  away  April  3,  1900.  Of  this  union  were 
born  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  only 
two  are  now  living, — George  A.,  whose  name  in- 
itiates this  review;  and  VViliam  H...  who  is  a 
resident  of  New  Haven,  this  state,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming. 

George  A.  Hunt  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
staed  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies, 
and  until  the  death  of  his  honored  father  he  con- 
tinued to  lie  associated  with  him  in  the  care  and 
management  of  the  estate.  His  early  educational 
training  was  received  in  the  district  schexds  of 
Waltham  anil  the  Vergennes  City  School.  He 
thus  laid  an  excellent  foundation  for  that  broad 
and  practical  fund  of  information  and  knowledge 
which  has  come  to  him  through  reading  and 
through  active  association  with  men  and  affairs 
♦luring  the  years  of  an  active  and  sucessful  busi- 
ness career.  His  homestead  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  in  this  county,  having  been  equip|>cd  with 
excellent  improvements  of  a  permanent  nature, 
while  throughout  its  entire  area  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres  are  shown  unmistakable 
evidences  of  the  excellent  management  and  punc- 
tilious care  brought  to  bear  in  its  cultivation. 
The  estate  is  devoted  to  diversified  farming,  ac- 
cording to  modern  scientific  methods,  for  Mr. 
Hunt  realizes  fully  that  to  attain  the  maximum 
of  success  in  connection  with  huskmdrv  it  is 
quite  as  essential  to  use  judgment  and  executive 
ability  as  it  is  in  any  other  line  of  business  en- 
terprise. In  connection  with  the  agricultural 
department  of  his  farm  business  he  also  devotes 
special  attention  to  darving  and  to  the  raising  of 
high-grade  sheep,  and  his  success  in  these  lines 
has  lieen  of  tantamount  order.  He  has  thus 
gamed  the  reputation,  and  fully  merits  the  same, 
of  Itcing  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  success- 
ful farmer-;  of  the  locality,  and  his  course  has 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  highest  con- 
fidence of  the  community  in  which  he  has  passed 
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his  entire  life,  his  friends  being  in  number  as  his 
acquaintances. 

Taking  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  tends  to 
conserve  the  advancement  and  material  pros- 
perity of  the  town,  he  has  not  held  aloof  from  ac- 
tive participation  in  the  public  affairs  of  a  local 
nature  and  has  rendered  effective  service  in  va- 
rious offices,  having  been  lister  of  the  town  for 
four  years,  road  commissioner  for  two  years,  and 
having  been  a  valued  member  of  the  board  of 
education,  in  which  he  held  the  position  of  school 
director  for  four  years.  He  has  also  been  town 
auditor,  serving  for  several  terms.  Mr.  Hunt 
gives  an  uncompromising  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
publican party  so  far  as  national  issues  are  con- 
cerned, but  in  local  affairs  he  is  somewhat  inde- 
pendent in  attitude,  reserving  the  right  to  sup- 
port those  men  and  measures  which  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  his  judgment  and  considering  it  no 
violation  of  partisan  fealty  to  take  this  course. 

On  the  23  of  December,  1890,  Mr.  Hunt  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Barnard, 
who  was  l>orn  October  y.  1870,  in  Bristol,  this 
county,  the  daughter  of  Rufus  H.  and  Amelia 
(  Shaw)  Barnard,  now  residents  of  Bristol,  and 
of  this  happy  union  four  children  were  born, 
namely:  Ralph  Newman.  Albert  George,  Vera 
May  ami  Harold  Ray. 

WILLIS  N.  CADY. 

Willis  Noble  Cady.  who  follows  farming  and 
deals  in  wood  in  Addison  county,  makes  his  home 
three  miles  from  Middlcbury.  He  was  born  in 
this  locality  on  the  7th  of  August.  1800,  and  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  this 
portion  of  the  state.  His  father,  Gardner  Cady. 
was  l>orn  in  New  1  laven.  Addison  county,  April 
2(>,  1823.  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Cady.  who  was  a 
native  of  Stafford.  Connecticut,  born  October  5, 
1777.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
state  and  in  1700  came  to  Vermont,  settling  in 
New  Haven.  Addison  county,  where  he  cleared 
a  place.  He  afterward  took  up  his  abode  in 
Windsor.  Vermont,  where  he  operated  a  fur- 
nace, but.  returning  to  New  Haven,  he  there 
owned  and  operated  several  farms.  After  his  re- 
tirement he  came  to  Middlcbury  in  1846,  ami 
here  his  death  occurred  September  30.  1850.  He 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


79 


had  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
of  whom  only  one  is  now  living'. 

Gardner  C.  Cady.  was  reared  in  New  Haven 
township,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal 
I"  his  present  home  in  Middlebury,  in  1844.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  the 
academy  at  I'oultney.  \  crmont,  and  was  reared 
to  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  remained  at 
home  until  March  o,  1844,  when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Eliza  L.  Everts,  a  daughter  of 
Martin  Everts,  whose  grandfather,  John  Everts, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Addison  county, 
tiiibert  Everts,  the  father  of  Martin,  was  a  far- 
mer by  occupation  and  followed  that  pursuit  in 
Salisbury.  Vermont.  He  was  twice  married,  hav- 
ing first  wedded  Rebecca  Chapin,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Martin,  Timothy,  Silas,  Charles  and 
Henry.  The  mother  died  and  the  father  after- 
ward married  Mrs.  Kelsey.  He  then  removed  to 
Heckmantown,  New  York,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. Martin  Everts,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Gard- 
ner C.  Cady.  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut, 
<  Jctober  7.  1765,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came 
to  Addison  county,  V  ermont,  about  1794,  and  lo- 
cated on  the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Cady.  He  cleared  the  place  and  built  thereon 
a  log  cabin  and  made  other  substantial  improve- 
ments. The  first  frame  house  is  still  standing. 
Therv'  Martin  Everts  spent  his  remaining  days, 
hi-,  death  occurring  September  3,  1842,  when  he 
was  almost  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  He  was 
we'l  known  m  the  community  as  an  honorable, 
upright  man,  and  had  considerable  influence  in 
public  affairs.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second 
wife  being  Electa  Noble,  who  was  born  in  West- 
field.  Massachusetts,  in  1780,  and  came  to  New 
Haven.  Vermont,  when  twelve  years  of  age. 
Her  father.  Roger  Noble,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Ww  Haven  ami  there  built  the  house  which  is 
now  known  as  the  General  Nash  place.  He  died 
m  1H1O.  His  wife,  Martha  (Foote)  Noble,  was 
horn  m  Simsbury.  Connecticut,  June  10.  1754, 
and  died  in  Middlebury,  January  30.  1831.  Her 
father  was  Daniel  Koote.  a  pioneer  of  Middle- 
bury. and  formerly  resided  in  Dalton.  Massa- 
chusetts. She  had  two  children  by  her  first  htis- 
laud.  Enoch  Dewey,  and  by  her  second  marriage 
!"  Roger  Noble,  she  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  the  eldest  l>eing  Electa.   She  died  at  the 


agi  of  seventy-seven  years.  Mrs.  Everts,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Gardner  Cady.  died  August  l(t, 
1K71.  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years  and 
two  days.  She  had  eleven  children,  the  eldest 
living  being  George  M.,  a  resident  of  I  tattle 
Creek.  Michigan.  Eliza  Laurens,  born  Septem- 
ber 2S,  1S24.  is  the  other  surviving  member  of 
the  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  C.  Cady  have  since 
their  marriage  resided  continuously  on  the  home 
farm,  which  is  a  large  one,  highly  cultivated.  Mr. 
Cady  has  held  the  office  of  trustee  and  select- 
man, and  was  formerly  quite  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  all  recognizing  his  loyalty  to  duty  and 
his  trustworthiness.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  this  worthy  couple :  Martin,  who  graduated 
in  1869  at  Middlebury  College,  and  is  pastor  of 
the  Western  avenue  Methodist  church,  of  Chi- 
cago. Illinois;  Charles,  a  farmer  residing  near 
his  parents;  Isaac  W.,  who  is  employed  in  the 
Dcering  works  in  Chicago;  F ranees  E.,  wife  of 
Seth  K.  Patrick,  a  farmer  of  Salisbury,  Vermont ; 
Henry  Olim.  a  graduate  of  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity and  now  a  missionary  at  Chentcu,  West 
China ;  Willis  N.,  the  subject  of  this  review ; 
Mary  E.,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  school  teaching  in  Middle- 
bury. and  Gilbert  E..  a  Methodist  minister  of 
Bristol,  Vermont.  The  last  named  is  a  graduate 
of  Middlebury  college.  The  parents  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Middlebury  and  have  long  been  active  workers 
in  the  denomination.  Mr.  Cady  serving  for  many 
years  as  steward. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch.  Willis  N.  Cady, 
spent  his  early  years  at  home  and  pursued  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools, 
subsequently  attending  the  high  school  at  Mid- 
dlebury. He  afterward  engaged  in  teaching  for 
a  number  of  terms  and  was  a  capable  educator. 
He  remained  at  home  until  thirty  years  of  age, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  carrying  on 
the  home  faim  and  then,  in  iHH<>,  came  to  his 
present  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  he  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Everything 
about  the  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance and  modern  methods  of  farming  are  fol- 
lowed, with  the  result  that  the  land  is  made  to 
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yield  a  good  return  and  the  farm  is  productive 
and  profitable.  Mr.  Cady  has  erected  new  build- 
ings upon  his  farm. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1886,  Mr.  Cady  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Martina  Hammond, 
who  was  born  June  16,  1864,  near  Middlcbury, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  W.  Hammond,  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  locality  and  a  granddaughter  of 
William  T.  Hammond.  The  last  named  was  also 
born  in  the  same  town,  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  this  locality,  making 
a  specialty  of  the  production  of  merino  sheep. 
He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  church 
and  an  earnest  Christian  man.  He  married  Sarah 
Olmstcad,  also  a  native  of  this  portion  of  the 
state  and  she,  too,  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church.  She  had  two  children,  one  of 
whom.  Henry  W.  Hammond,  became  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Cady.  He  was  reared  in  this  town  and 
attended  private  schools  and  the  Fairfax  Acad- 
emy. He  followed  farming  and  sheep-raising 
for  many  years,  but  is  now  living  retired.  He 
has  held  a  number  of  offices  in  the  village,  in- 
cluding those  of  road  commissioner  and  trustee. 
His  wife,  Abigail  Martin,  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  Martin,  of  Kcrrisburg.  They  have 
four  children:  Mrs.  Cady;  John  H.,  a  farmer  of 
Middleburv;  William;  and  Dora,  wife  ot"  Fay 
Martin,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Elizabeth 
Hammond,  an  aunt  of  Mrs.  Cady,  is  the  widow 
of  Josiah  Dewey,  who  was  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  New  York  and  afterward  followed  farm- 
ing in  this  locality  until  his  death.  He  served  as 
a  representative  of  Middleburv  in  the  general 
assembly. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  X.  Cady  is 
blessed  with  two  children,  Eliza  G.  and  Mil- 
dred, and  they  lost  one  son,  Ralph,  in  infancy. 
In  political  views  Mr.  Cady  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Republican  and  for  ten  years  has  held 
the  office  of  school  director.  In  l8<)8  he  was 
elected  a  selectman,  and  each  year  up  to  t<x>3  has 
been  re-elected.  He  has  likewise  been  clerk  of  the 
school  board  for  two  years.  He  has  served  as 
steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Middleburv  for  fifteen  years,  as  assistant  Sun- 
day-school superintendent  and  teacher  for  many 
years  and  as  clerk  of  the  stewards  for  six  years, 
all  of  which  goes  to  show  that  he  has  the  con- 
fidence of  his  brethren  in  a  high  degree.    He  is 


widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  community, 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  and  de- 
serves mention  as  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  this  portion  of  the  state. 

THE  CLARK  FAMILY. 

The  Clark  family,  though  of  Anglo-Saxon 
extraction,  became  connected  through  marriage, 
so  runs  the  family  tradition,  with  the  descendants 
of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  who  after  the  cruci- 
fixion of  our  Lord  was  banished  by  the  Jews  from 
Judea  with  Philip,  Lazarus,  Mary  Magdalene  and 
Martha.  They  were,  put  into  a  vessel  without 
sails  or  oars  and  set  adrift  to  perish,  but  were 
driven  to  the  shores  of  Spain,  thence  finding  a 
way  into  England.  Concerning  the  family  the 
following  is  taken  from  the  Clark  Genealogv  by 
A.  P.  Clark,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

"It  seems  from  all  accounts,  without  resorting 
to  speculation,  that  the  ancestors  of  this  ancient 
family  of  Clarkes  had  before  the  Norman  con- 
quest been  dwellers  in  England,  and  had  been 
influential  in  the  building  and  management  of 
the  priories  and  abbeys  of  that  country." 

The  following  is  from  the  History  of  North- 
ampton by  Payson  W.  Lyman  : 

"The  name  Clark  was  derived  from  the  name 
of  an  office,  and  signified  clerk,  or  learned  man. 
This  title,  in  process  of  time,  became  the  surname 
of  the  person  who  held  the  office,  and  'Clericus.' 
afterward  Clark,  became  the  cognomen  or  sur- 
name by  which  all  his  descendants  were  dis- 
tinguished. The  word  clerk  was  also  abundantly 
employed  in  the  north  of  England  to  express 
lawyer  as  well  as  priest,  and  this  accounts  for 
the  extreme  frequency  of  the  name.  In  an  ancient 
record  of  Surrey,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  Eng- 
land, among  many  others,  we  find  the  following 
entry:  'Gulilmus  Clercus  tenet  triginta  acres  ct 
reddit  unam  marcam — '  William  Clark  holds 
30  acres,  for  which  he  pays  one  mark."  A  mark 
was  15  s.  4  d. 

Some  one  writing  of  the  ancestry  of  Rev. 
Dorus  Clark,  says : 

"  Their  piety  was  not  of  a  formal  type,  which 
is  heartless  and  therefore  useless.  It  was  cordial, 
sincere  and  saving;  all  the  families  of  his  ances- 
tors have  been  the  decided  friends  of  education, 
of  social  order  and  of  liberty  regulated  by  law. 
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They  generally  belonged  to  the  middle  class  of 
citizens, — the  most  substantial  ami  the  most  re- 
liable class.  Their  names  may  not  appear  in  the 
registers  of  heraldry,  they  were  only  anxious 
that  they  may  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Life. 
They  were  'More  noble  blooded  than  all  the  blood 
of  all  the  Howards,'  for  their  patents  of  nobility 
date  long  before  the  Conquest,  and  their  coats  of 
anus  are  emblematic  of  whole  generations  that 
have  "fought  ;(  good  fight'  and  have  finished  their 
course.  The  name  is  derived  from  dignitaries, 
temporal  and  ecclesiastical.  The  name  Clark 
means  a  learned  person,  one  who  could  read  and 
write  ancient  and  medieval  lore.  Medieval 
bearers  of  this  name  were  proud  of  it." 
The  earliest  Clark  of  this  line  of  whom  we 
have  knowledge  was  William  Clarke,  who  was 
born  in  England,  probably  in  Plymouth  in 
Devonshire,  in  i^oo.  With  his  wife  Sarah,  he 
sailed  from  Plymouth.  England,  in  company  with 
Rev.  John  War  ham.  Rev.  John  Maverick  and 
other  Puritan  families  from  Devonshire  and 
Dorsetshire,  in  the  ship  Mary  and  John,  Captain 
Squeb,  master,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1630,  and 
they  arrived  at  Nantasket  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1630.  Obtaining  a  boat  they  rowed  up  ,the 
Charles  river  to  a  place  called,  by  the  Indians. 
Mattapau.  and  liegan  their  settlement,  which 
subsequently  and  now  bears  the  name  Dorchester. 
William  and  Sarah  were  members  of  the  church 
there  as  early  as  1637.  In  1659  he  removed  to 
Northampton,  five  years  after  its  settlement,  pro- 
ceeding on  foot,  while  his  wife  rode  on  horse- 
hack,  having  two  baskets,  called  panniers,  slung 
upon  the  horse,  earning  one  lx>y  in  each  basket 
and  one  on  her  lap.  The  town  granted  him 
twelve  acres  of  land  bordering  on  Mill  River, 
and  he  erected  a  log  house  upon  land  which  is 
now  the  site  of  Smith  College.  In  1681  a  negro 
servant  of  Samuel  Walcott,  of  Weathersfield,  set 
fire  to  this  dwelling  by  taking  a  brand  from  the 
hearth  and  swinging  it  up  and  down  in  a  search 
for  food.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  and 
the  law  had  its  course.  The  new  house,  erected  in 
the  same  vear,  remained  standing  until  r826. 
In  1661  William  Clarke  organized  a  trained  band 
of  militia,  consisting  of  sixty  men,  for  defense 
against  the  Indians.  The  number  being  in- 
complete and  not  entitling  them  to  a  captain, 
he  was  chosen  to  the  highest  office,  that  of  licu- 
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tenant,  which  was  then  considered  a  very  im- 
portant position,  and  it  secured  to  him  ever  after- 
ward the  distinguished  title  of  Lieutenant 
Clarke.  He  commanded  this  company  in  King 
Philip's  and  other  Indian  wars.  From  1660  to 
1680  he  was  a  selectman,  was  bne  of  the  seven 
incorporators  of  the  first  church,  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  county  court  and  was  deputy  from 
Northampton  to  the  Massachusetts  general  court 
from  1663  to  1682,  and  bore  the  title  of  the 
"Most  Worshipful  William  Clarke."  His  wife 
Sarah,  died  September  6,  1675,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  chose  Mrs.  Sarah  Cooper  of  Spring- 
field, who  died  May  8,  1688.  His  death  occurred 
July  19,  1690.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and 
his  descendants  have  erected  a  monument  to 
his  memory  in  the  cemetery  at  Northampton. 
His  children  were:  Sarah,  born  April  4,  1638; 
Jonathan,  born  August  1,  1639;  Nathaniel,  born 
November  27,  164 1  :  Experience,  l»orn  January 
30,  1643;  Rebecca,  born  in  1649;  John,  born  in 
1651;  William,  born  July  3,  1656,  and  Samuel, 
born  March  19,  1659. 

William  Clarke,  born  July  3,  1656,  at  Dor- 
chester, Massachusetts,  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Northampton  when  two  years  of  age.  On 
the  16th  of  July,  1680,  he  married  Hannah 
Strong,  a  daughter  of  Elder  John  Strong,  who 
was  of  the  Warham  and  Maverick  company  to 
sail  from  England  on  the  vessel  Mary  and  John. 
Wiliam  Clarke  removed  to  Lebanon,  Connecti- 
cut, of  which  town  he  was  an  early  settler,  large 
land  owner  and  a  prominent  citizen.  With  a  Mr. 
Dewey,  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
the  northern  part  of  Lebanon  from  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  and  the  title  of  this  tract  was  after- 
ward confirmed  by  the  government.  This 
transaction  is  known  in  history  as  "The  Clarke 
and  Dewey  Purchase.''  He  was  one  of  the  fifty- 
one  original  land  proprietors  of  Lebanon,  was 
also  a  representative  to  the  general  assembly  of 
Connecticut  for  thirteen  years  from  1705,  for 
sixteen  years  was  a  selectman  of  the  town,  and 
for  twenty-five  years  held  the  office  of  town  clerk. 
He  was  a  captain  in  the  militia  and  served  in 
the  wars  with  the  Indians.  His  wife,  Hannah, 
died  January  31.  1694.  and  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1695,  he  married  Mary  Smith,  who  died 
April  23.  1704.  His  death  occurred  at  Lebanon, 
May  9,  1725.  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  By 
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■senate  in  place  of  the  assembly  was  instituted. 
He  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  obtaining  the 
charter  for  the  old  Hrattleboro,  now  the  Ver- 
mont .National  Hank,  of  which  he  was  for  twenty 
years  a  director.  He  was  the  first  trustee  of  the 
hospital  for  the  insane  at  Urattlcboro,  holding 
that  position  for  thirteen  years,  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  fourteen  years,  was  an  active  mem- 
lx?r  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Hrattlelxiro 
Academy,  and  ever  manifested  a  lively  interest 
in  the  institution  by  large  gifts  for  building  and 
other  purposes,  and  by  his  faithfulness  in  seek- 
ing to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  school.  His 
interest  in  the  church  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected was  ilrep  and  unabated.  lie  had  four  sons  : 
Lafayette,  born  June  7.  1X01  ;  Amandrin,  born 
January  26,  1803.  and  died  unmarried,  June  19, 
1849;  Samuel  Cushman,  born  January  23,  1808. 
died  unmarried,  March  10,  1864;  Stanford  Rus- 
sell, who  was  ljorn  January  4,  1812,  and  died 
April  2.  1858.  Samuel  ('lark  passed  into  eter- 
nal rest  on  the  9th  of  April,  1861,  and  his  wife 
Susan  died  August  12,  1863. 

Lafayette  Clark,  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Johnson)  Clark,  was  born  in  Dover. 
Vermont,  June  7,  180!,  and  came  with  his  father 
to  West  Hrattleboro,  in  March,  1815,  where  both 
the  father  and  son  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Until  1831  he  wa»  in  his  father's  store, 
first  as  clerk  and  later  as  a  partner.  Though  of 
a  modest  and  retiring  disposition,  his  townsmen 
learned  to  appreciate  his  sterling  qualities  and 
sound  judgment,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
prominent  as  an  officer  of  the  town  and  as  a 
member  of  the  community.  He  represented  the 
town  in  the  legislature  in  1843  and  1844,  was 
town  clerk  for  thirty-eight  years,  a  justice  of  the 
jjeace  for  forty-five  years,  and  for  more  than  fifty 
years  was  a  trustee  of  Hrattleboro  Academy,  dur- 
ing fortv  years  of  which  he  served  as  clerk  of  the 
board,  lie  was  a  trustee  of  the  Vermont  Sav- 
ings Hank  for  many  years,  being  also  its  presi- 
dent for  several  years,  and  was  a  director  of  the 
Vrmiont  National  Hank,  of  Hrattleboro,  for  nine 
year*  and  for  four  years  its  president.  In  every 
pnMtion  to  which  he  was  called  he  proved  him- 
self wortliv  of  trust  and  honor,  an  efficient  and 
faithful  public  servant,  and  was  regarded  by  all 
as  a  sincere  friend.  For  many  years  he  served 
clerk  <»f  the  Congregational  church  in  West 


Hrattleboro,  of  which  he  was  a  manlier  ami  earn- 
est supporter.  In  April,  1828,  Lafayette  Clark 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  Russell  Fitch,  of 
West  Hrattleboro.  No  children  were  bom  to 
this  union,  but  he  became  the  father  of  the  or- 
phan children  of  his  youngest  brother,  Stanford 
Russell.  His  long  and  eventful  life  was  remark - 
ablv  nobly-  and  unselfish  and  none  regarded  him 
with  more  honor  than  those  nearest  him,  who 
turned  to  him  for  counsel  and  help.  His  wife 
Mary  died  August  1,  1866,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred August  21,  i88r. 

Stanford  Russell  Clark,  the  youngest  son  of 
Samuel  and  Susan  (Johnson)  Clark,  was  l*>rn 
in  Guilford,  Vermont,  January  4,  181 2.  He 
graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1832,  and  for 
several  \cars  thereafter  was  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Troy,  New  York,  but  on  account  of 
failing  health  returned  to  West  Hrattleboro, 
where  he  was  engaged  principally  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  On  the  nth  of  April,  1842,  he  mar- 
ried Eliza  L.,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Lucinda 
((iraves)  Adkins.  The  Adkins  family  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Charlcstown,  New 
Hampshire.  Of  this  union  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Samuel,  born  in  West  Hrattlc- 
lioro,  August  16,  1843,  was  a  photographer,  and 
subsequently  a  merchant  in  Springfield,  Ohio, 
where  he  married.  January  10,  1872,  Aurum' 
Davis,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Fugenc, 
liorn  May  4.  1876,  and  Helen,  born  September 
22,  1889;  Susan  Eliza,  born  November  24,  1844; 
Charles  Stanford,  further  mentioned  below  ;  Mary 
I*' lien.  Ikmti  February  29.  1848,  married  April  30. 
1874,  Hiram  F.  Weatherhead,  and  she  died  April 
10,  1877,  leaving  one  child,  Laura  Clark,  born 
March  25,  1876,  who  was  married  June  6.  1901, 
to  John  Earle  Mann,  of  Hrattleboro.  James 
Adkins,  the  fifth  child,  born  September  24.  1849, 
studied  his  profession  of  denistry  first  in  the  of- 
fice of  Dr.  O.  R.  Post,  of  Hrattleboro,  subse- 
quently graduated  at  the  Dental  School  of  Har- 
vard University  in  1872,  and  later  took  the  de- 
gree of  M.  1).  at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover, 
New  Hampshire  ;  he  married,  October  28.  1874, 
Marx  W.  Dunklee,  and  died  October  2,  1875. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  NovemluT 
25.  1K4V).  and  for  his  second  wife  Stanford  R.  Clark 
married  F" ranees  H.,  daughter  of  Watson  Crosby, 
b\  whom  he  had  two  children.  Clara  Frances,  born 
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March  8,  1855,  and  died  February  10.  1874;  and 
Clayton  Ainandrin,  born  November  30,  1856, 
and  died  January  18,  1858.  Stanford  Russell 
Clark  died  April  2,  1858,  and  his  wife  Frances, 
who  was  born  February  5,  1824,  died  September 
11,  1864. 

Dr.  Charles  Stanford  Clark  was  Ixirn  in  West 
Brattleboro,  Vermont,  July  28,  1846.  lie  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
also  the  East  Hampton  Seminary.  Deciding  to 
follow  the  profession  of  denistry  he  remained 
two  years  in  the  office  of  Dr.  O.  K.  Post,  of 
Brattleboro,  then  entered  the  Dental  School  of  the 
Harvard  University,  and  after  a  course  in  that 
institution  began  practice  at  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont, but  since  1871  he  has  followed  his  profes- 
sion in  Brattleboro.  He  is  connected  with  the 
Vermont  National  Bank  in  the  capacity  of  a  di- 
rector, and  is  a  public-spirited  and  influential 
citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  in  which  he  is  a  deacon.  He  married 
Rebecca  C.  Clark,  and  to  them  were  l>orn  eight 
children:  Lafayette  F.,  of  Sioux  City.  Iowa,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  Agricultural  College ;  Flor- 
ence R.,  a  graduate  of  Mt.  Holyokc  College; 
diaries  E.,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College, 
with  the  class  of  1898,  and  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Michigan  University,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
.1902,  married,  June  11,  1903,  Ina  Van  Lieu 
Clawson,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  now  ( 1903) 
under  appointment  as  medical  missionary  in 
Sivas,  Turkey;  James  S.,  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  and  now  a  student  of  Hartford 
Theological  Seminary ;  Robert  C,  also  a  grad- 
uate of  Dartmouth  College  with  the  class  of 
1902;  Mary  E. ;  Susan  L. ;  and  Edward  S. 

RANSOM  S.  BENEDICT. 

Ransom  Smith  Benedict,  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Middlebury,  was  lx>rn  in  Cornwall, 
Vermont,  October  3,  1869.  being  a  son  of  Julius 
B.  Benedict,  born  in  Wcybridgc.  this  state.  No- 
vember 3,  1821,  and  a  grandson  of  John  Bene- 
dict, who  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut. 
October  16,  1812.  The  latter,  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, took  up  his  abode  in  Weybridge,  Ver- 
mont, in  early  pioneer  days,  and  later  removed  to 
Cornwall,  the  adjoining  town,  where  he  passed 
away  in  death  in  1873.   His  wife  bore  the  maiden 


name  of  Laura  Smith,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Hezckiah  and  Lucinda  (Willoughby)  Smith.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  had  the  following  children: 
Laura,  the  eldest,  became  the  grandmother  of 
our  subject.  Horatio  was  three  times  married, 
first  wedding  Amanda  Dean,  who  died  in  Monk- 
ton,  afterward  Ursula  Nichol,  of  Plattsburg.  and 
for  his  third  wife  he  chose  Jerusha  Bell,  of  Mid- 
dlebury. They  iiad  the  following  children: 
Mary,  who  married  George  Pratt,  of  Wood- 
stock, and  died  in  Wisconsin;  Hezckiah;  Henry, 
who  married  Jane  Langdon,  of  New  Haven,  Ver- 
mont, and  they  now  reside  in  Wisconsin;  and 
Sarah,  who  married  Robert  Langdon,  a  promi- 
nent railroad  man  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 
Octavia,  the  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
married  Nathaniel  Dean,  of  Monktnn,  and  their 
children  were:  Carlton,  who  died  in  Monkton; 
Amanda,  who  married  Hiram  Pratt,  of  Indepen- 
dence, Iowa,  and  died  in  Illinois ;  Wheelock ; 
Charles  ;  Huel ;  and  Mary,  who  married  Daniel 
Collins,  and  now  resides  in  Stuart,  Kansas.  Am- 
anda, the  fourth  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
married  F.  C.  Smith,  of  Monkton,  and  they  had 
four  children:  Harrison,  who  married  Melissa 
Cook  and  died  in  Monkton,  leaving  two  (laughters. 
Virginia,  who  married  Elmer  Eaton,  of  New 
Haven,  and  died  in  Nebraska,  in  1892,  and  Hal- 
cyone,  who  married  Fred  Dean,  of  Monkton; 
Timothy,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Crimean 
war.  was  married  in  Odessa  to  a  lady  of  Rus- 
sian birth,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  was  made  embassador  in  Odessa,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  Middlebury.  Vermont,  in 
1893;  Louisa,  who  married  Abraham  Has- 
brouck,  of  Mattoon.  Illinois,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Helen  and  Bertha,  the  former  the 
wife  of  Isaac  Craig  and  the  latter  deceased ;  and 
Helen,  who  married  Parkhurst  Francis,  of  Mid- 
dlebury, and  they  had  two  children,  Parkhurst, 
deceased;  and  Louisa.  Julia,  the  fifth  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  married  Zachariah  I'cck- 
with,  and  died  in  Middlebury.  Their  three  chil- 
dren were:  Julius  A.,  who  married  Ahbie  Wain- 
wight;  Fuel  S.,  who  married  Emma  Wain- 
wright,  and  died  in  1902,  leaving  one  son,  Fred- 
erick, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  ami  Julia  A.,  who  is  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Goodrich,  of  New  Britain,  Connecticut. 
The  sixth  child  married  a  Mr.  Pier,  formerly  a 
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Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  but  now  deceased, 
and  they  had  a  son  and  daughter,  Goodsel  and 
Catherine.   Samantha.  the. seventh  child,  married 
Charles  Stone,  of  Monkton,  and  their  children 
are  Lorinda,  Charles,  George  and  Hezckiah.  The 
first  married  Olin  French,  of  Monkton,  Vermont, 
where  he  now  resides,  his  wife  being  deceased. 
Their  children  arc:    John  \\\,  of  i'roctnr,  Ver- 
mont, who  married  Nellie  Barnard,  of  Yergcnncs  : 
Matthew  O.,  who  married  Rena  Kalby.  of  Monk- 
ton  and  has  three  sons.— Harold,  Howard  and 
Rolwrt.   Charles  Stone  married  Julia  Collins  and 
had  five  children:  Helen,  deceased;  Carrie,  wife 
of  Carleton  S.  Bristol,  of  Waltham,  V  ermont, 
and  the  mother  of  Virgil  Bristol ;  Charles,  who 
married  Maud  Weaver,  of  Monkton ;  Grace,  now 
Mrs.  George  Midcilcbrook  and  resides  near  Ver- 
genncs,  having  one  daughter ;  and  Carter,  a  med- 
ical student  in  Baltimore.    George  married  Miss 
Bristol,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  and  he  is 
the  proprietor  of  the  Prospect  House  in  \  ergen- 
nes.  Hezckiah,  a  prominent  merchant  of  Salis- 
bury, has  one  son,  Leon.   Buel  \\\.  the  eighth 
child,  married  Jane  Gordon,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  Congregational  minister,  but  subsequently 
taught  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  Michigan. 
He  is  now  deceased. 

John  Benedict  and  his  wife,  Laura  Smith,  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children.  Of  these  Ran- 
som was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  he 
had  one  son,  Olascoc,  who  married  Hattie  Yates, 
of  Ionia.  Michigan.    By  his  second  wife  he  had 
a  son  and  daughter, — Julia,  who  married  Charles 
Collins,  and  has  two  children.  Walter  and  Lillian  ; 
and  Duralde  Odell,  who  is  married  and  has  three 
sons.    John,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benedict,  was  a  coal  dealer  in  Newark.  Ohio,  but 
is  now  deceased.    He  was  married  but  had  no 
children.    The  third  child,  Hezckiah.  married 
Harriet  Wodruff,  and  for  thirty-three  years  was 
with  a  railroad  express  company  in  Troy.  New 
York.    His  death  occurred  in  1892.    His  chil- 
dren were:  Juliette,  who  married  but  had  no 
children:  John,  who  married  Libbie  Gardner  and 
has  two  daughters,  Laura  and  Lstolle  C. :  I.c- 
grand,  who  married  Fannie  Gardner,  a  sister  of 
his  brother's  wife,  and  has  three  children.  Louis. 
Florence  and  Harold ;  and  Miss  Frances  K.  Ben- 
edict of  Saint  Albans,  Vermont.    Samuel  J.,  the 
next  m  order  of  birth  of  the  children  of  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Benedict,  was  a  farmer  of  Addison, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1891.  He  married 
Charlotte  Pratt,  and  became  the  father  of  one 
daughter,  Delia,  now  deceased,  and  aiso  had  an 
adopted  daughter,  Ella,  who  married  F.  Owen, 
and  is  also  deceased.  Lavius,  the  fifth  child,  mar- 
ried Mary  Spriggs,  and  had  one  daughter,  Julia, 
now  deceased.  He  died  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 
Sabrina,  the  sixth  child,  is  also  deceased.  Car- 
sondana,  the  seventh,  is  deceased.  She  married 
Daniel  Collins.  Julius  B.  and  Julia  B.,  were 
twins.  The  latter  married  Chester  Pratt,  of 
Bridport.  where  she  resides,  being  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  family,  and  is  in  her  eighty-second 
year.  Two  of  her  three  children  are  living.  Sa- 
brina B.  married  Albert  C.  Aubery,  a  prominent 
attorney  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  lone,  is 
the  wife  <>f  Somers  I.  Spaulding,  of  Bridport. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Frances  A.,  now  the 
\vif<  of  Henry  S.  Thomas,  of  Bridport. 

Julius  B.  Benedict  spent  the  early  years  of 
his  life  in  Weybridge  and  Cornwall  and  was 
early  inured  to  the  lalx>rs  of  the  farm.  After 
following  that  occupation  in  different  locali- 
ties he  returned  to  the  old  Benedict  homestead, 
in  1850,  there  remaining  until  1857,  and  from 
that  year  until  1858  was  a  resident  of  Addison, 
after  which  he  again  returned  to  the  old  home 
farm.    In  1870  he  purchased  his  father's  farm, 
which  he  conducted  until  1878,  when  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Middlebury,  where  his  death  occur- 
red on  the  3d  of  February,  1890.    During  his 
life  time  he  settled  many  estates,  was  for  three 
years  a  selectman  of  Cornwall,  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  listers,  represented  his  town 
in  the  legislature  in  1869.  1870  and  187 r,  was 
justice  of  the  peace  three  years,  subsequently 
was  a  member  of  the  Middlebury  village  board, 
and  also  held  many  other  official  positions,  in- 
cluding overseer  of  the  poor.   He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Middlebury 
and  remained  one  of  its  active  members  until  his 
death.    Mr.  Benedict  was  first  married  to  Am- 
morctte  Pratt,  their  wedding  being  celebrated  on 
the  14th  of  January,  1849.  and  in  December, 
1854,  the  wife  was  called  to  the  home  beyond. 
On  the  15th  of  April,  1856,  Mr.  Benedict  was 
again  married.  Adelia  C.  Murray  becoming  his 
wife.    She  was  a  daughter  of  Mantis  and  Bet- 
sey (Ferris)  Murray,  and  one  of  eight  children: 
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Hulda  V.,  who  became  the  w  ife  of  Ben  Marshall 
and  died  at  Gladstone,  North  Dakota;  Persis, 
who  married  John  Maynard  and  resides  at  Kings- 
ton, Wisconsin ;  Thyrsa.  who  married  Eli  Wild, 
and  resides  in  Woonsockct,  South  Dakota;  Ad- 
elia  C,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  Anjcannette 
M.,  who  was  three  times  married,  first  to  Hiram 
Allen,  next  to  Hiram  Walker  and  thirdly  to 
John  Haven,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  at 
Yucca,  North  Dakota;  Harriett,  deceased:  Seth, 
who  was  blind  for  many  years  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ;  and  Aaron  K.,  who  lives  in  Audubon, 
Minnesota.  'Hie  marriage  of  Julius  B.,  and  Ad- 
elia  Benedict  was  blessed  with  three  children : 
John  O.,  Virgil  M.,  and  Ransom  S.  The  eldest 
was  born  in  Addison  on  the  3d  of  April,  1857. 
and  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Corn- 
wall. In  October,  1877.  he  married  Alice  K.  East- 
on.  and  they  had  five  children, — Clarence  C. 
Julia  M..  Ethel  A,  and  John  O.  and  Alice  E.. 
twins.  John  is  now  deceased.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  1889,  and  in  December.  i8<>o. 
John  O.  Benedict  married  Edna  Comstock.  Vir- 
gil M.,  the  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius 
B.  Benedict,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  November 
3,  iSi.2,  and  is  a  merchant  of  New  Haven.  Mi- 
was  married  in  October.  1890.  to  Stella  M.  Will- 
iams, and  they  have  one  daughter.  Beatrice.  The 
subject  of  this  review  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  at  the 
home  of  her  youngest  son,  August  II,  190.2.  She 
was  born  January  7.  iSjS,  in  Sudbury,  of  which 
town  her  parents  were  natives.  After  rearing 
their  children  to  adult  age.  they  removed  to 
Adrian,  Michigan,  where  one  of  them  was  bur- 
ied. 

Ransom  S.  Benedict  remained  in  Cornwall 
until  bis  eighth  year,  and  received  bis  education 
in  both  the  district  and  high  schools.  I  lis  first 
business  venmre  was  as  a  clerk  for  the  groccry 
firm  of  E.  W.  Bird  it  Company  of  Middlcbury, 
with  whom  he  began  September  15.  1884.  and  on 
the  JOth  of  May  of  the  following  year  his  father 
purchased  for  him  the  interest  of  T.  M.  Chapman 
in  the  firm,  and  it  was  known  as  I'.enedict  Sr  Bird 
from  that  time  until  March  10,  1880..  At  the  lat- 
ter date  Mr.  I'.enedict  purchased  his  partner's  in- 
terest, and  hr>s  since  continued  in  business  alone. 
His  store  was  destroyed  by  tire  on  the  22<l  of 
November,  i^M.    lie  dun  located  in  the  Valtctt 


block,  where  he  remained  until  February  14, 
180.3,  when  he  came  to  his  present  location  in  the 
Battell  block,  and  here  he  has  one  of  the  finest 
grocery  establishments  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
In  carrying  on  the  work  of  this  store  three  clerks 
aro  given  constant  employment,  and  much  of 
the  lime  more  arc  employed  and  his  trade  is  large 
and  remunerative. 

On  the  19th  of  November.  1890,  Mr.  Benedict 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lora  M.  Bicknell,  who 
was  born  in  Lincoln.  "Vermont,  but  was  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  Bristol.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  William  E.  and  Viola  A.  (Sar- 
gent) Bickncl.  the  former  a  painter  of  Bristol. 
Mrs.  Benedict  is  one  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  arc  now  living,  namely:  Lora  M.,  Clayton 
R.,  of  Lincoln :  Lulu  V..  who  married  Leon  C. 
Ctishman.  of  Bristol:  Oscar  (J.,  of  Middlcbury; 
Benjamin  II.,  of  Pcabody.  Kansas;  and  Roy  K., 
of  Middlcbury.  Lindley  \\  .,  the  sixth,  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Two  children  have 
come  to  brighten  and  bless  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject and  wife,  namely:  Raymond  H.,  who  was 
born  XovemlKT  t  r,  1891  ;  and  Ruth  L.,  December 
12.  j 895.  Mr.  Benedict  has,  like  his  father,  been 
active  in  the  public  affairs  of  bis  town  and  is  a 
recognized  worker  of  the  Republican  part).  He 
has  served  as  a  memlnr  of  the  hoard  of  water 
commissioners,  was  collector  of  water  taxes 
from  1897  until  too.?,  and  for  one  year  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Middlcbury  Co-operative  Creamery 
Association.  His  religious  preference  is  indi- 
cated bv  his  membership  in  the  Baptist  church, 
in  which  he  acts  as  clerk,  treasurer  and  deacon. 

ISAAC  DAVIS  BAILEY. 

Isaac  D.  Bailey  has  for  the  past  thirtv-two 
years  been  one  of  the  prominent  blacksmiths  in 
Braitlcboro.  Being  a  member  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  fraternities  and  a1-o  interested  in  public 
a  flairs,  he  i~  widely  known  in  this  section.  He 
comes  of  a  family  long  and  favorably  known  in 
this  vicinilv  and  is  descended  from  one  of  three 
brother-;,  who  at  an  early  date  came  from  Wales 
and  settled  in  different  parts  of  New  England, 
one  iti  New  Hampshire,  another  in  Ccnesee 
county.  New  \"-k\  run!  a  third  in  Westminster. 
Mas  ;i,-bi!-etis.  h  is  probable  from  the  latter 
thai  'his  branch  •<<  tin  Ba-lc.  ro  ily  is  descended. 
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Dudley  Bailey,  the  great-grandfather  of  Isaac 
D.,  was  for  sonic  time  a  resident  of  Dummerston, 
Windham  county,  Vermont,  whither  he  came 
from  Westminster,  Massachusetts.  He  died 
March  8,  1812,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  He  married  Ruhannah  Dunster,  who  was 
born  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  were  three  children:  Polly;  Levi, 
who  died  m  Dummerston,  March  13,  1851 ;  and 
David. 

David  Bailey,  grandfather  of  Isaac  D.,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Westminster,  Massachusetts, 
September  9,  1780.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he 
engaged  in  agriculture  in  Windham  county.  Ver- 
mont, which  he  followed  with  much  success  for 
many  years.  J  Itr  died  in  West  Dummcstou 
March  29,  1867.  He  married  Lydia  Allen,  of 
Windham,  who  was  born  in  Marlboro,  Vermont, 
in  1783,  daughter  of  Ira  Allen,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Ethan  Allen  family.  She  died  May 
15,  1843,  in  West  Dummerston.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  were  twelve  children :  Electa,  born 
November  4,  1804,  married  William  Merriam, 
of  Peterboro,  New  Hampshire,  and  they  had  one 
son,  William  H.,  who  became  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Boston;  she  died  July  28,  1825.  Anna,  born 
August  26.  1807,  married  Daniel  Baldwin  ;  she 
died  in  Dummerton  September  6,  1890.  Levi, 
born  July  26,  1809,  died  in  West  Dummerston, 
January  8,  1894,  married  Mrs.  Eliza  Bryant,  of 
Dummerston ;  she  died  in  Dummerston,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1883.  Jason  Russell,  born  July  21,  181 1, 
married  Emily  Bryant,  born  August  10,  1810. 
and  who  died  February  16,  1902.  aged  ninety- 
two  years.  Ephraim  Dudley,  hum  June  13,  1813, 
married  Harriet  Shibley,  of  Xewfane,  Vermont ; 
both  died  in  South  Stukelv,  province  of  Oue- 
bec.  Silas  Allen,  born  November  9,  1815,  mar- 
ried Arvilla  Jackson.  Chester  Wells  was  born 
November  12,  1S18,  and  died  April  27,  1897. 
Abner  Bemis,  born  January  14.  1821.  married 
Caroline  Huntley.  John  Locke  and  William  Dick- 
ernian  were  twins,  born  January  22,  1823  ;  the  first 
died  December  12.  1842,  in  Ncwfanc;  the  second 
married  Louise  (iould,  and.  after  her  death, 
Catherine  E.  Smith.  Lawsou,  born  February  28, 
i824,died  Septemlx-r  15.  1829.  Orra,  born  Jan- 
uary 15,  1820,  married  Julia  Pettee,  she  died  in 
Fitch  burg.  Massachusetts,  July  20.  1893. 

Chester  Wells  Bailey,  father  of  Isaac  D.,  re- 


sided in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  for  some 
years.  In  August,  1858,  he  moved  to  West 
Dummerston,  Vermont,  where  he  was  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen.  For  a  vocation  he  followed  t he- 
blacksmith  trade,  at  which  he  was  very  successful. 

Isaac  D.  Bailey  was  born  at  Worcester,  Mas- 
sachusetts, October  2,  1847,  where  he  resided  un- 
til he  was  fourteen  years  old.  Tn  the  public 
schools  of  this  city  he  received  his  education, 
which  was  thorough  as  far  as  it  went.  In  186  r 
he  moved  with  his  father  to  West  Dummerston, 
and  in  September,  1861,  to  Brattlclx>ro.  Having 
as  a  child  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  his  father's 
business,  he  early  entered  the  shop  and  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  which,  upon  reaching 
manhood,  he  engaged  in  as  a  regular  business. 
He  opened  his  first  shop  in  West  Brattleboro,  and 
securing  a  large  patronage  remained  there  ten 
years.  Later  he  moved  to  Brattleboro.  ami  con- 
tinued his  business.  The  building  which  he  oc- 
cupies, a  largo  structure,  thirty  by  forty  feet,  he 
erected  thirtv-two  years  ago.  ami  he  has  Ix-en 
doing  business  at  his  present  location  for  thirty 
years.  Besides  blacksmithing  he  does  other  me- 
chanical work,  and  also  carries  on  an  extensive 
trade  in  coal.  So  large  has  Imyii  his  business 
that  he  has  been  obliged  to  employ  a  great  many 
assistants.  It  has  also  paid  well  and  has  enabled 
him  to  amass  considerable  wealth. 

June  1.  1880.  Mr.  Bailey  married  Nancy  M. 
Gove,  daughter  of  the  late  Nathaniel  J.  Gove,  of 
Marshtield.  She  died  April  t,  i<kx».  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years.  Mr.  Bailey  has  been  a  Mason 
since  October  2'»,  1869.  He  is  a  member  of 
Columbian  Lodge  No.  36,  F.  &  A.  M.:  of  Fort 
Dumtner  Chapter  No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  of  Connec- 
ticut Valley  Council  No.  if',.  R.  &  S.  M.;  of 
Bcauseant  t'ommandery  No.  7,  K.  T. :  of  Ver- 
mont Consislnry.  S.  P.  R.  S. ;  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Vermont  and  Mount  Sinai  Temple, 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

LT'F.L  S.  P.ECKWI'l  II. 

l'.uel  S.  Beckwith,  now  deceased,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a  leading  representative  of  mer- 
cantile interests  in  Middlebury  and  his  enter- 
prise and  progressive  spirit  made  him  a  valued 
and  highly  respected  resident  of  that  community. 
He  was  born  in  this  town,  September  24.  1835, 
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aii<l  came  of  English  descent,  the  ancestry  being 
traced  lack  in  direct  line  to  England,  whence 
representatives  of  the  name  came  to  America. 
Back  through  English  history  the  line  lias  been 
traced  to  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
when  Sir  Hugh  de  Malebisse  held  land  in  the 
county  of  York  in  1 138.  He  was  also  chief  jus- 
tice there  and  a  very  prominent  character  of  that 
time  Following  through  the  successive  genera- 
tions we  find  that  Sir  Hercules  de  Malebisse 
changed  his  name  to  Beck  with  in  1226  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  to  Lady  Danic  Beckwith. 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Bruce,  who  was  a  de- 
scendant of  fx>rd  Robert  Bruce  of  Scotland.  John 
Beckwith,  of  Clinton  and  Thorp,  was  born  in  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Kind  Edward  IV  of 
England.  His  son.  Robert  Beckwith.  was  also 
of  Clinton  and  Thorp,  and  among  his  children 
was  Mannaduke  Beckwith.  who  sold  his  lands 
in  (.'liuton  in  1597  and  knight  Lcatherstone  ant! 
Acton.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Dynly, 
of  Bramhope,  in  York,  and  they  had  ten  children. 

Of  this  family  was  Mathew  Beckwith,  who 
was  liorn  in  I'ontefract,  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1610  and  became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the 
new  world.  In  1035  he  emigrated  to  New  Eng- 
land ami  after  a  short  time  spent  at  Saybrook 
i'oint,  Connecticut,  went  to  Bramford,  in  1638. 
and  in  1042  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Hartford.  In  1651  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Lyme, 
where  he  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  on  the 
Niantic  river,  left  as  a  legacy  In  Captain  Lyrach 
in  I. vine  and  New  London.  He  was  a  planter 
and  also  owned  vessels  sailing  to  the  island  of 
Barlxidocs.  He  died  September  22,  1670,  his 
death  being  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  ledge  of 
rocks. 

The  next  in  the  line  of  direct  descent  to  our 
subject  was  Mathew  Beckwith,  who  was  proba- 
bly l>orn  in  Saybrook.  in  1037,  although  his  birth 
is  recorded  at  Waterford.  where  he  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1658.  He  resided  for  some  years  at 
Guilford,  Connecticut,  and  liecamc  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  church  there,  lie  died  at  New 
London,  June  4.  1727.  He  had  lieen  married 
twice,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  eight  children. 
Among  this  number  was  James  Beckwith.  whose 
birth  occurred  in  New  London,  June  1.  1671. 
He  removed  to  Lyme,  Connecticut,  in  \f*)2.  and 
died  there  in  1719.    He  was  married  September 


22,  1693,  to  Sarah  Griswold,  who  was  born  in 
Lyme  in  1673  and  died  there  October  10,  1714. 

James  Beckwith.  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Griswold)  Beckwith,  was  born  at  Lyme,  May 
11,  1695,  and  there  his  death  occurred  in  July, 
1730.  He  wedded  Mary  Lamb,  July  3,  1721. 
She  was  born  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  in 
1697,  and  died  there. 

Another  James  Beckwith,  in  the  line  of  direct 
descent,  was  born  in  Lyme,  April  1.  1725,  and 
died  in  Bristol,  October  12.  1764.  He  married 
Lucy  Griswold,  April  10,  1755,  and  they  had 
three  children.  She  was  lx>rn  in  Lyme,  Septem- 
ber 2S,  1729.  Among  their  children  was  Zacha- 
riah  Beckwith,  the  grandfather  of  him  whose 
name  introduces  this  review.  He  was  born  in 
Bristol,  Connecticut,  February  14,  1761,  and.  his 
death  there  occurred,  May  21,  181 1,  while  his 
wife,  who  liore  the  maiden  name  of  Emma  Gay- 
lord,  died  at  Bristol,  in  1S40.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children. 

Zachariah  Beckwith,  Jr.,  the  lather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Connecticut.  <  >cto- 
bcr  22,  1795,  and  became  a  resident  of  Monkton, 
Vermont,  where  he  remained  until  August,  1822, 
when  he  came  to  Middlcbnry,  where  his  death 
occurred  March  15.  1862.  He  was  married  No- 
vember 26.  1818.  to  Julia  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Monkton,  November  25,  1706.  and  died  Sep- 
tember 22,  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  one  of  whom.  Julius  A.,  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Middlcbnry .  died  in  December,  1857, 
leaving  a  wife,  Abbie  Wainwright,  whom  he 
had  married  June  26,  1847. 

The  father  engaged  in  merchandising  at  this 
place  from  the  time  he  located  here  until  his 
retirement  from  business  life  in  1800.  Both  he 
and  his  wile  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  were  prominent  and  influential 
people  of  the  community  in  which  they  made 
their  Home. 

At  the  usual  age  Mr.  Beckwith,  whose  name 
introduces  this  review,  entered  the  village  school 
and  later  continued  his  studies  at  the  academy. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  vears.  However,  he  licgan 
clerking  for  His  father,  whom  He  assisted  for 
some  time  and  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
G.  S.  Wainwright,  his  wife's  uncle.  This  busi- 
ness was  established  in  i860  and  was  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Beckwith  up  to  the  time  of  His  death. 
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His  patronage  had  grown  to  large  proportions 
and  the  store  became  a  profitable  investment, 
bringing  to  Mr.  Beckwith  a  handsome  financial 
return  for  his  labor.  He  had  the  largest  busi- 
ness in  the  town,  and  while  conducting  his  store 
he  erected  the  Beckwith  Block,  a  fine  business 
building,  in  which  he  located  his  mercantile  en- 
terprise. This  structure  still  stands  as  a  monu- 
ment to  the  enterprise  and  thrift  of  Mr.  Beck- 
with, who  occupied  a  commanding  position  in 
commercial  circles  of  Middlebury. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1867,  Mr.  Beckwith 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Wain- 
wright,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Wainwright,  a 
native  of  Middlebury.    Mrs.  Beckwith,  however, 
was  bom  in  Boston,  where  her  father  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  for  a  number  of  years 
and  afterward  removed  to  Racine,  Wisconsin. 
There  he  carried  on  merchandising  for  a  number 
of  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty.   He  wed- 
ded Mary  Bennett,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  who 
was  born  in  Manchester,  Vermont,  and  unto  them 
were  born  two  children,  but  Mrs.  Beckwith  is  the 
only  one  living.    The  mother  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six  years,  and,  like  her  husband,  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church.    Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Beckwith  were  born  three  children, 
but  they  lost  two  in  infancy,  and  the  surviving 
son,  Frederic,  is  now  his  father's  successor  in 
business.    He  was  educated  in  the  Worcester 
Academy,  and  at  the  time  of  his  father's  de- 
mise assumed  control  of  his  interest  in  the  store, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted. 

Mr.  Beckwith  passed  away  April  14,  1000, 
and  thus  his  city  lost  one  of  its  most  valued  and 
honored  residents.  He  was  a  Republican  and 
took  an  active  part  in  political  matters.  He  served 
as  town  auditor  for  many  years,  also  served  on 
the  school  board  for  a  long  perind.  and  no  public 
trust  reposed  in  him  was  ever  betrayed  to  even 
the  slightest  degree.  He  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  men  of  the 
town,  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  and  gave  his  aid  and  co-operation 
to  all  measures  for  the  general  good.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Congregational  church,  was  gen- 
erous in  its  support  and  active  in  its  work  and 
was  an  extensive  reader  who  kept  in  touch  with 
the  advanced  thought  and  with  the  progress  of 


the  world  and  the  trend  of  public  events.  In  his 
home  locality  he  was  known  as  a  devoted  hus- 
band and  father  and  a  faithful  friend,  and  in 
business  circles  his  word  was  considered  as  good 
as  his  bond. 

WILLIAM  H.  BLISS. 

Vermont  is  comparatively  a  small  state,  but 
the  industry,  intelligence,  energy  and  self-reli- 
ance of  her  sturdy  sons  for  many  years  after  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  gave  them  an 
influence,  out  of  proportion  to  their  numbers,  in 
the  development  and  legislation  of  each  new  com- 
monwealth admitted  to  the  Union.  The  Green 
Mountain  state  has  thus  proved  the  caliber  of  its 
sons  in  the  most  diverse  sections  of  our  repub- 
lic, while  she  has  yet  never  failed  to  maintain 
her  local  prestige,  and  among  those  who  to-day 
aid  materially  in  upholding  the  high  standard  of 
her  bench  and  bar  is  Judge  Bliss,  of  Middlebury, 
Addison  county,  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedi- 
cated. His  knowledge  of  the  law  is  compre- 
hensive, his  application  of  its  principles  exact  and 
his  experience  has  been  wide  and  varied  in  the 
various  branches  of  jurisprudence.  He  is  a  man 
of  strong  mentality  and  scholarly  ability,  and  be- 
fore judge  or  jury  his  arguments  have  ever  been 
forceful,  logical  and  convincing,  and  he  has  been 
identified  with  much  of  the  important  litigation 
in  the  courts  of  his  section  of  the  state.  In 
a  profession  that  depends  upon  intellectual  prow- 
ess, distinction  can  be  won  only  by  individual 
effort,  and  the  eminent  position  which  Judge 
Bliss  occupies  at  the  Vermont  bar  indicates  the 
labor  and  diligence  that  have  been  brought  to 
bear  in  the  attaining  of  such  precedence.  Aside 
from  his  personal  eligibility  for  consideration  in 
a  Avork  of  this  nature  he  is  farther  worthy  of  rep- 
resentation on  these  pages  by  reason  of  being  a 
member  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer 
families  of  Vermont,  with  whose  annals  the  name 
has  been  identified  for  nearly  a  century  and  a 
quarter,  as  will  duly  transpire  in  this  context. 
William  Henry  Bliss  is  a  native  of  Windsor 
county,  Vermont,  having  been  l)orn  in  the  town 
of  Royalton,  on  the  5th  of  October.  1847.  a  son 
of  Charles  William  Bliss,  who  devoted  the  greater 
portion  of  his  mature  life  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, though  in  his  early  manhood  he  was  for 
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some  time  a  successful  teacher  in  the  south,  hav- 
ing been  a  man  of  fine  mentality  and  sterling  char- 
acter, ever  commanding  uniform  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  having  been  called  upon  to  serve 
in  various  offices  of  local  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. He  was  l>orn  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead, in  Royalton,  on  the  14th  of  September. 
1815,  and  there  his  death  occurred  on  the  1st  of 
January,  189S,  in  the  fullness  of  \ears  and  well 
earned  honors,  in  politics  he  originally  gave  his 
support  to  the  old-line  W  hig  party,  but  at  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  thereto  and  ever  afterward 
remained  a  stanch  advocate  of  its  cause.  For 
several  years  he  held  the  office  of  selectman  of 
Royalton,  while  his  tenure  of  the  respective  of- 
fices of  justice  of  the  peace  and  lister  of  his  town 
covered  a  long  term  of  years,  while  he  was  an 
acknowledged  leader  in  public  thought  ami  ac- 
tion in  the  community.  His  religious  faith  was 
that  of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  prominent  and  active  mem- 
bers. 

In  the  year  1843  was  solemnized  the  marri- 
age of  Charles  William  Bliss  to  Miss  Henri- 
etta Whitney,  who  was  born  in  18.13,  being  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  W  hitney,  who  was  a  promi- 
nent and  iniluenti.-tl  tanner  at  Whitney  Hill 
(named  in  his  honor  t.  in  the  town  of  Tun- 
bridgc.  Oraiige  couniy.  where  he  held  various 
local  offices,  his  death  there  occurring  when  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca  Parker, 
survived  him.  her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  u-ars.  tin  >  became  the  parents  of 
f<  ur  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  w  hom  are  now 
deceased  except  the  youngest  daughter,  kllcn. 
who  is  the  widow  of  llizur  Howe,  of  Ism 
bridge.  Charles  Willi, im  and  Henrietta  1  Whitney 'f 
P.liss  ln-came  the  parent--  of  three  children,  name- 
ly: Willis  W..  who  was  a  fanner  of  his  native 
county,  where  he  met  his  death  in  tNSS,  ;it  the 
ag  ■  of  forty-two  year*,  his  death  resulting  I r<  :n 
exposure  in  the  fearful  blizzard  which  -wcjil  tins 
section  in  March  of  that  year.  He  wa>  aiso  asso- 
ciated with,  Ins  uncle.  Carlos  Whitney,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Whitney  &  Pliss,  dealers  in 
groceries  and  meats  in  West  l'airlee.  this  state. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  one  s<>n.  The 
sr  -otid  in  order  01  birth  ..f  die  children  of  Charles 


W  illiam  Miss  was  William  H.,  the  immediate: 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Daniel  W'.,  the  youngest, 
resides  on  the  old  I.liss  homestead  in  Royalton. 
which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
since  1780.  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  suc- 
ful  farmers  of  the  locality.  He  is  married  and 
has  one  son.  The  mother  of  Judge  Pdiss  died 
in  January.  1890. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Judge  Miss  was 
John  Bliss,  who  was  born  in  Rehoboth.  Massa- 
chusetts, a  son  of  Thomas  Miss.  As  a  young 
man  John  Bliss  removed  from  Rehoboth  to  Ver- 
mont, settling  on  a  farm  at  Royalton,  and  then- 
making  his  home  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  wars.  This  is  the  farm  that  has; 
been  m  the  possession  of  the  family  since  178-1. 
and  which  shows  that  John  Pdiss  was  one  of  tin- 
early  settlers  in  that  locality.  At  Royalton  he 
married  Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  John  Hutchin- 
son, one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  locality,  and  one 
who  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  burning  of  tin- 
town  by  the  Indians  in  1780.  being  held  in  cap- 
tivity for  about  a  year.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-six  years,  bis  death  occurring  in  Royal- 
ton in  1847.  Rebecca  (Hutchinson)  P.iiss  died 
in  the  year  1840,  at  the  age  of  sevcnt\  two  years, 
and  we  here  enter  a  brief  record  concerning  Inr 
ehildnn-  Calvin  P..  who  was  a  graduate  of  Mid- 
dlcbttry  College,  passed  a  portion  of  his  mature 
life  as  a  teacher  in  Augusta.  » ieorgta.  subsequent 
ly  returned  to  Vermont  and  liveil  in  Randolph  'li 
remainder  <>i'  his  life;  Charles  William,  the  fadu  r 
<>f  our  subject,  has  been  specifically  mentioned 
aliove :  John  11.  remained  a  resident  of  R.  <\ al- 
ton  until  iS<;j,  since  which  time  he  has  made  ln- 
borne  with  his  daughter  in  Springfield.  Massa- 
chusetts, he  being  (he  only  one  of  the  immediate 
family  now  living;  Kmily  liecame  the  wife  of 
Oihnicl  Dunham,  of  llethel,  Windsor  on:'itv 
and  died  at  Hancock  at  the  age  of  about  ei  jitv 
ycars;  Sarah  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  |s.,ac 
1! row n.  of  the  same  locality,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years;  Mare  P..  who  became  the  wife 
of  Nathan  Parker,  of  P.ethel.  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  vears  :  and  Jane,  the  wife  of  Ira  Holt,  of 
Pittsfuld.  this  county,  died  at  the  age  of  f.fiv- 
six. 

William  II.  I'.nss.  subject  of  this  sketch,  was. 
fitte<l  for  college  in  Royalton  Academy.  In  1**17- 
he  matriculated  in  the  I  'diversity  of  Vermont. 
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when;  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1 87 1  as  a  bachelor  of  Arts.  He  determined 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  legal  profession  and 
his  success  in  later  years  has  fully  justified  his 
choice  of  vocation  and  proved  his  peculiar  fit- 
ness for  the  same.  He  read  law  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  1  homas  C.  Greene,  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  state  in  Oc- 
tober, 1873.  There  he  continued  in  practice  with 
his  preceptor  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  located  in  Rochester, 
Vermont,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until 
February,  1886,  at  which  time  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Middlehury,  where  he  established 
himself  in  the  active  work  of  his  profession, 
and  gained  prestige  as  an  able  and  discriminat- 
ing advocate  and  counsellor.  In  1894  Judge 
Bliss  removed  to  Burlington,  where  he  was  in 
practice  for  three  years,  during  the  greater  por- 
tion of  which  time  he  was  associated  with  Hon. 
F.  R.  Hard,  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar  of 
the  state.  In  June,  1897,  Judge  Bliss  returned 
to  Middlcbury,  which  has  ever  since  continued 
1o  be  his  home  and  professional  headquarters. 
In  1890  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  state's 
attorney  of  Addison  county,  and  in  1805  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  and.  as  has  been  well  said,  "He  stands 
high  among  the  most  accomplished  lawyers  in 
the  state,  while  by  his  genial  disposition,  his 
faithfulness  to  his  obligations,  his  readiness  to 
aid  in  any  good  work,  and  his  nobility  of  charac- 
ter, he  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him."  In  1809  ho  was  ap|>ointed 
judge  of  the  court  of  probate  and  insolvency  for 
the  district  of.  Addison,  and  he  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued in  tenure  of  this  important  and  exacting 
office:  has  also  been  law  agent  of  Middlcbury 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  resilience  here. 

In  politics  Judge  I'.Itss  has  given  his  support 
to  the  Republican  party,  though  he  has  ever  been 
independent  in  his  attitude  and  has  the  courage 
of  his  convictions  at  all  times,  not  being  guided 
by  strict  partisan  lines.  In  l8r/>  be  differed  from 
his  party  on  the  financial  issue  and  gave  his  sup' 
port  to  William  J.  Bryan  for  the  presidency: 
since  that  time  he  has  continued  to  vote  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  his  faith  in  the  basic  principles 
of  the  party  never  having  been   in  the  least 


alienated.  The  Judge  has  been  prominently  con- 
cerned in  many  of  the  most  important  cases  liti- 
gated in  the  courts,  and  his  efforts  have  been  such 
as  to  further  his  prestige  and  brighten  his  pro- 
fessional fame.  While  incumbent  of  the  office 
of  state's  attorney  he  prosecuted  Alphonse  Cha- 
quctte,  who  was  convicted  of  murder  in  the 
second  degree :  later  also  assisted  in  the  prose- 
cution of  Frederick  Fast  wood,  in  1899-1900. 
who  was  tried  for  the  murder  of  Frank  Fenn,  of 
Middlehury,  and  who  was  convicted  of  murder 
in  the  first  degree.  Judge  Bliss  tried  this  case  as 
prosecutor  and  his  strength  in  the  field  of  crimi- 
nal law  was  decisively  shown  in  this  cause 
celebre,  the  accused  having  been  sentenced  to 
death  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  state.  In 
1895-6  Judge  Bliss  defended  in  the  case  of  the 
state  versus  Edward  Hodgson,  charged  with  the 
illegal  sale  of  liquor,  the  case  being  eventually 
carried  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  Vermont 
liquor  law. 

Judge  Bhss  is  a  man  of  fine  literary  taste 
and  appreciation,  being  an  omnivorous  reader 
and  graceful  writer.  l>oth  in  prose  and  verse.  In 
1879  he  was  poet  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the 
alumni  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  was 
also  poet  of  his  class,  that  of  1871.  He  has 
written  many  poems  and  has  been  frequently 
called  upon  for  public  addresses  aside  from  those 
pertaining  to  politics  or  profession.  As  a  cam- 
paign orator  he  has  shown  marked  force  and 
has  made  met  effective  speeches  in  favor  of  the 
cause  in  which  he  is  enlisted.  During  the  cam- 
paign of  1896  he  made  speeches  on  twenty-eight 
consecutive  night-,  excepting  Sundays.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  the  compilation  of  a  valuable  and 
interesting  work,  known  as  "Vermont  Illus- 
trated." which  is  soon  to  be  published  by  the 
American  Publishing  Company,  and  which  will 
prove  a  most  desirable  acf|uisition  to  the  stand- 
ard literature  pertaining  to  his  native  common- 
wealth, since  it  covers  its  history  from  the 
earliest  epoch  to  the  time  of  its  admission  to 
statehood.  Me  also  assisted  in  the  preparation  of 
Joseph  B.ittell's  Morgan  Horse,  a  work  of  care- 
ful research  and  investigation,  in  the  compilation 
of  which  ten  years  were  demanded. 

On  the  9th  of  September.  1874,  Judge  Bliss 
was  united  in  marriage  t«»  Mis-  Maria  J.  Mitchell, 


Digitized  by  Google 


92 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


daughter  of  Peter  T.  W.  and  Maria  (Swan) 
Mitchell,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  She  was 
born  in  Providence  on  the  loth  of  April,  1847, 
being  one  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  only 
survivor  is  her  brother,  Samuel  J.,  a  resident  of 
Kansas.  Mrs.  Bliss  was  summoned  into  eternal 
rest  on  the  13th  of  October.  1899,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years,  having  had  no  children.  She  was 
a  woman  of  gracious  presence  and  gentie  refine- 
ment, and  her  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  an  ex- 
ceptionally wide  circle  of  devoted  friends.  She 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  exemplifying  her  fatith  in  thought,  word 
and  deed. 

WILLIAM  BARTLEFF  VINTON. 

William  Bartleff  Vinton,  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  William  H.  Vinton  &  Son,  paper 
manufacturers  at  Brattleboro,  was  born  in  this 
town,  December  25,  1862.  He  is  of  French  Hu- 
guenot ancestry,  the  name  having,  perhaps,  been 
derived  from  the  French  word  "Vin"  meaning 
wine,  compounded  with  "tenant,"  signifying  to 
hold  or  keep.  John  Vinton  (1),  the  progenitor  of 
the  American  family  of  Vinton,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1620,  being  the  son,  or  grandson,  prob- 
ably of  a  Huguenot  exiled  from  France  on  account 
of  religious  persecutions  during  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  date  of  his  arrival  in  America  is 
not  definitely  known,  btit  he  was  residing  in 
Lynn,  Masachusctts,  in  1648.  His  son,  John 
Vinton  (j),  a  worker  in  iron,  was  a  resident  of 
Maiden,  Massachusetts.  The  line  was  continued 
through  one  of  his  eight  children,  John  Vinton 
who  was  a  man  of  great  business  energy  and 
activity,  and  accumulated  a  large  property,  a> 
shown  by  the  records  in  the  court  house  at  Eas» 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where  more  than  thir- 
ty deeds,  dated  between  1700  and  1727,  bear  hi-- 
name  as  grantor  or  grantee.  He  was  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  training  hand  in  1720,  a  captain  in 
1723,  and  a  representative  to  the  general  court 
in  1734.  He  died  at  Dudley  in  1760,  aged  eighty- 
two  years.  His  son,  John  Vinton  (4),  the  suc- 
ceeding  ancestor,  was  l>orn  in  Woburn,  Massa- 
chusetts, but  settled  permanently  in  Stoneham. 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  an  extensive  land 
li-Oder.  His  son.  John  Vinton  (5),  the  next  in 
line  of  descent,  horn  in  1732,  was  proprietor  of  a 


tavern  in  South  Reading,  Massachusetts,  for 
many  years,  and  carried  on  a  successful  business, 
accumulating  considerable  wealth.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  him  and  his  wife  Lydia.  Timothy 
continued  the  line  of  descent.  Timothy  Vinton 
(6),  of  South  Reading,  married  Brucy  McLeod, 
by  whom  he  hail  two  children,  namely  :  Timothy, 
born  in  1801,  died  in  infancy;  and  Timothy  sec- 
ond, born  in  1803.  Timothy  Vinton  (7),  born 
January  5,  1803,  settled  first  in  Shirley,  then 
Leominster,  and  subsequently  becoming  a  resi- 
dent of  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  thence  to  Pep- 
perell.  From  there  he  came  to  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  paper  until  his  death.  January  4,  1890.  Tim- 
othy Vinton  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 


TIMOTHY  VINTON. 

holding  all  of  the  chairs  tip  to  that  of  grand  mas- 
ter of  the  state.  In  November,  1828.  he  married 
Caroline  Woodcock,  who  was  horn  in  Newton, 
Massachusetts,  April  2,  1804,  a  daughter  of  Na- 
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than  and  Elizabeth  <  I  Vrrv)  Woodcock.  The 
children  born  of  their  union  were  as  follows: 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  Caroline  Augusta,  John  Frank- 
lin, William  Henry,  and  George  Edgar. 

William  Henry  Vinton  (8),  the  next  in  line 
of  descent,  was  Wn  in  Eitchburg,  Massachu- 
setts. November  7,  1836,  and  lived  there  until 
eight  years  old.  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Brattlcboro,  Vermont,  where  he  was  educated 
and  has  since  resided.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a  paper  manufacturer  from  his  father,  whom  he 
subsequently  succeeded  in  business,  and  has  since 
continued  the  manufacture  of  blotting  and  stereo- 
type paper,  the  products  of  his  factory  being 
widely  and  favorably  known.  He  takes  a  genu- 
ine interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  prog- 
ress and  welfare  of  his  town,  of  which  he  was  at 
one  time  first  bailiff,  and  in  which  he  is  now  serv- 
ing his  sixth  year  as  selectman,  having  been 
chairman  of  the  board  during  the  entire  period. 
Fraternally  he  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
Hrattleboro  Lodge,  E.  &  A.  M-,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  chairs,  and  has  taken  all  the  degrees 
up  to  and  including  the  Scottish  Rite  degree.  Of 
his  union  with  Emma  Amelia,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward Samuel,  one  child  was  born.  William  B., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  B.  Vinton  (9)  was  born  December 
.25,  186?.  in  Brattlcboro,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  town.  He  began  his  active 
career  as  a  cierk  in  a  grocery  store,  remaining  a 
few  years  in  that  employment.  In  1882,  prior  to 
attaining  his  maprity.  he  entered  his  grandfa- 
ther's paper  mill  with  a  view  to  becoming  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  business,  and  grad- 
ually worked  his  way  through  the  different  de- 
partments, and  upon  the  death  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  in  1891,  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  William  H.  Vinton  it  Son.  This  firm,  as 
mentioned  above,  is  carrying  on  a  successful 
business,  and  is  an  important  factor  in  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Vinton  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Itelonging  to  the  Brattleboro 
I^odge.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  which  he  is  past  master; 
to  Fort  Hummer  Chapter  No.  12,  R.  A.  M. ;  to 
Connecticut  Valley  Council  No.  16,  R.  &  S.  M.; 
to  B^auseant  Commander  v  No.  7,  K.  T. ;  to  Ver- 
mont Consistory,  S.  I\  R.  S. :  and  to  Mount 


Sinai  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  likewise 
a  member  of  Wantastiquet  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  E.  Mr. 
Vinton  married,  May  19,  1896,  Lilly  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Walker)  Brown,  of 
Brattleboro,  and  they  have  two  children,  Beatrice 
Emma  and  William  Howard. 

WILLIAM  H.  COBB. 

William  H.  Cobb  is  one  of  the  honored  veter- 
ans of  the  Civil  war,  one  of  the  valued  officials 
of  Addison  county  and  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  agriculturists  of  his  locality. 
The  family  have  long  been  residents  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Eliphalet  Cobb,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  New  Haven,  this  state,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  his  life's  labors 
were  ended  in  death.  He  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
served  as  a  drum  major  in  the  colonial  army. 
By  his  wife  Lucy,  also  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
he  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows:  Eliphalet.  Alonzo,  Harvey,  Eleanor,  Milo, 
Sally  and  Rossic.  The  mother  of  this  family  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  when  she  had  reached  the 
ninety-second  milestone  on  the  journey  of  life, 
passing  away  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  she  was  long  a 
worthy  and  consistent  member. 

Harvey  Cobb,  son  of  Eliphalet,  was  bom  in 
New  Haven,  Vermont,  in  which  town  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  Many  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  his  tiative  place,  but  subsequently 
he  became  a  resident  of  Bristol  and  Huntington, 
and  his  death  occurred  July  12,  1883,  at  the  home 
of  our  subject  in  Middlcbury,  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He,  too, 
was  a  representative  of  the  noble  art  of  hus- 
liandry,  and  in  the  localities  in  which  he  made  his 
home  he  was  honored  and  loved  by  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  For  his  wife 
he  chose  Amanda  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  the 
Empire  state  and  was  a  daughter  of  William 
Bryant,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Warrensburg,  New  York. 
He  married  Miss  Kate  Parker,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Roswell ; 
Esther,  who  reached  the  remarkable  age  of  one 
hundred   and    two   years:    Eunice;  Aurilla; 
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Amanda,  the  mother  of  \V.  H.  Cobb:  Betsy 
Smead ;  and  Carolina,  who  has  reached  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years  and  is  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  family.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  The 
union  of  Harvey  and  Amanda  (Bryant)  Cobb 
was  blessed  with  the  following  chilldren :  Caro- 
line, Mary  E.  and  Julia,  deceased;  William  II., 
the  subject  of  this  review ;  Kdson,  who  served 
as  a  member  of  Company  1*',  Ninth  Vermont 
Infantry,  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  deceased; 
and  George  \Y\,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  at  Brandon.  Mrs.  Cobb  passed  to  her 
final  rest  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  and 
she  was  long  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

W  illiam  II.  Cobb  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
Vermont,  January  17,  1838,  and  spent  the  early 
years  of  his  life  in  that  town,  Bristol  and  Starks- 
boro,  remaining  for  nine  years  in  the  last  named 
place.  In  the  schools  of  that  town  and  Hunting- 
ton he  received  his  elementary  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  a  course  in  a  select  school 
and  academy.  When  the  country  became  in- 
volved in  civil  war  he  nobly  responded  to  the  call 
for  aid,  and  on  the  2d  of  August.  186.2,  became 
a  member  of  Company  D,  Tenth  Vermont  In- 
fantry, and  was  made  a  corporal,  serving  for  a 
time  in  the  Third  Army  Corps  and  subsequently 
was  connected  with  the  Sixth  Army  Corps. 
Among  the  many  important  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  during  his  career  as  a 
soldier,  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Brandy  Sta- 
tion, the  Wilderness,  1'etersburg,  Wcldon  Rail- 
road, second  Petersburg,  and  he  was  with  Sheri- 
dan until  the  close  of  the  war.  During  his  mili- 
tary service  he  saw  much  hard  fighting,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1865  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, in  consequence  of  disability.  Returning 
to  his  home  in  Huntington,  be  again  took  up  the 
quiet  duties  of  the  farm,  which  he  continued 
until  1868,  and  in  that  year  came  to  Middlebury. 
He  had  previously  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  prior  to  entering  the  army  had  followed  that 
vocation  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  In  1872 
Mr.  Cobb  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  jailer, 
which  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  fill,  during 
which  time  he  has  served  under  five  sheriffs: 
Isaac  M.  Tripp,  who  is  now  residing  in  the  west : 
N.  T,  Dunshee,  a  merchant  of  Bristol  ;  Howard 


Clark,  deceased  ;  Kent  \Y.  Merritt,  of  Shorebam ; 
and  Thad  M.  Chapman,  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  office.  Since  assuming  the  duties  of  that 
position  Mr.  Cobb  has  had  as  high  as  twenty- 
three  prisoners  under  his  charge  at  one  time. 
In  1872  he  was  made  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Addi- 
son county,  in  which  he  is  now  the  oldest  in  point 
of  service  in  the  county  and  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  state.  He  assisted  in  the  capture  of 
Shaw,  who  killed  Deputy  Sheriff  Hoffman,  at 
White  River  Junction,  and  in  recognition  of  his 
bravery  displayed  in  that  terrible  encounter,  he 
was  presented  with  a  rifle.  In  addition  to  the 
position  which  he  is  filling  so  satisfactorily,  he 
is  also  engaged  in  agriculture,  in  which  he  is 
meeting  with  a  well  merited  degree  of  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cobb  was  celebrated  in 
i8<Sr,  when  Miss  Fidelia  E.  Landon  became  his 
wife.  Slit  is  a  native  daughter  of  Middlebury, 
where  her  father,  Edwm  P.  Landon,  was  for  a 
time  engaged  in  fanning,  and  after  residing  in 
various  places  returned  to  Middlebury,  where  his 
death  occurred.  Mr.  Landon  became  the  father 
of  the  following  children :  Charles  E.,  who  re- 
sides at  Middlebury  and  is  now  eighty-one  years 
of  age;  Fidelia  E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject ;  Mar- 
tha E.,  the  deceased  wife  of  James  M.  H olden, 
of  Middlebury ;  and  Electa,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Allen  C.  Grcenslit. 

In  September,  1890,  Frederick  Eastwood  at- 
tempted the  murder  of  his  wife  and  her  entire 
family,  and  succeded  in  killing  one  person,  be- 
sides injuring  two  others.  After  shooting  him- 
self in  a  vain  attempt  at  suicide,  and  finding 
escape  from  the  pursuit  of  officers  impossible,  be 
went  to  the  jail  at  2:10  A.  M.,  and  asked  the 
protection  of  Mrs.  Cobb,  who  was  then  alone  in 
the  building.  Sh«*  took  his  revolver  and  locked 
him  up,  alter  which  she  secured  medical  atten- 
tion for  her  prisoner.  Thus  she  proved  herself 
a  brave  and  faithful  coadjutor  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  Cobb  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  many  times  been 
sought  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  accept  political 
pertermem.  but  lias  steadily  refused  to  do  so. 
In  his  fraternal  relations  ho  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order.  L'nion  Lodge  No  2.  of  Middle- 
bury, and  has  held  the  office  of  high  priest  in 
Potter  Chapter  No.  14:  is  a  member  of  Middle- 
bury Council  No.  14,  K.  &  S.  M.,  has  held  office 
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in  Mt.  Calvary  Commandry  Xo.  r,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  grand  chapter  of  Burlington.    He  is 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  fraternity  in 
the  state,  having  joined'  Xorth  Star  Lodge  Xo. 
12,  of  Richmond,  Vermont,  in  1863,  and  he  is 
also  a  nicinlwr  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in 
which  he  has  held  all  the  offices  a  number  of 
times  and  is  the  oldest  past  commander  in  Mid- 
dlebury.     He  is  one  of  the  charter  memlicrs 
of  the  Grand  Army  Tost  here,  and  of  the  four 
original  members  he  alone  survives.    His  re- 
ligious views  are  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he 
is  an  active  worker.   He  has  traveled  over  many 
portions  of  the  United  States,  thus  gaining  uiat 
know  ledge  which  travel  alone  can  bring.    He  is 
widely  known  and  popular  in  the  county  where 
he  has  resided  for  so  many  years,  and  his  friends 
are  almost  as  many  as  his  acquaintances. 

ELMER  ELLSWt  >RTH  ROSS. 

Elmer  E.  Ross  is  a  man  who  in  his  progress- 
ive career  has  demonstrated  the  value  of  a  good 
name  in  the  business  world,  which  is  worth  far 
more  than  wealth.    As  a  merchant  and  man  of 
affairs  he  has  not  only  prosjiered  in  a  substantial 
manner,  but  has  won  a  name  which  stands  for 
business  stability  and  insures  him  a  high  stand- 
ing.   He  is  a  native  son  of  Middlebury,  his  birth 
occuring  in  this  town  on  the  r2th  of  May,  1861, 
and  on  the  paternal  side  the  family  is  of  Scotch 
descent.    His  grandfather.  Reuben  Ross,  located 
in  this  town  in  a  very  early  day,  where  he  was 
engaged   in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  here  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Xorman  D.  Ross,  his  son,  also  claimed  Mid- 
dlebury as  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  he  was 
one  of  six  children,  only  two  of  whom  still  sur- 
vive.    Xorman  D.  Ross  received  his  elementary 
education  111  the  public  schools  of  this  town,  and 
after  completing  his  literary  education  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Or.  Edward  Porter.    After  engaging  for  a  time 
in  the  drug  business  he  took  up  the  practice  of 
his  chosen   profession,  locating  first  at  Bethel, 
Vermont,  and  after  some  years  removed  to  Salis- 
bury, thence  to  Fast  Middlebury  in  1857,  where 
lie  followed  the  practice  of  medicine  until  his 


life's  labors  were  ended,  June  7,  1899,  in  his 
seventy-fourth  year.  He  was  a  great  student 
and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  won  the  good 
will  and  patronage  of  many  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens and  families  in  the  localities  in  which  he 
practiced.  Dr.  Ross  married  Miss  Harriet 
1'ivlds,  who  was  born  in  Fngland,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
still  survive,  namely:  Rose,  wife  of  Charles  Pin- 
ney.  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Middlebury;  Edgar 
X.,  who  is  engaged  in  painting  at  Fast 
Middlebury4;  Clarence  \Y\.  also  of  East  Mid- 
dlebury; Laura  A.,  of  Fast  Middlebury;  Elmer 
I*.,  of  this  review ;  and  George  C,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  railroad  business  in  Boston, 
married  Mary  A.  Fnos,  and  they  have  three 
children.  Harry,  Mildred  and  Pauline.  Mrs. 
Harriet  Ross  was  summoned  into  eternal  rest  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six'years,  May  17,  1896,  pass- 
ing away  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  she  was  long  a  worthy  and 
faithful  member. 

Elmer  F.  Ross  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life  in  Fast  Middlebury,  where  he  attended  the 
common  ami  high  schools,  and  after  putting 
aside  his  text  books  he  entered  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, thus  continuing  for  the  following  three 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  purch- 
ased the  grist  and  Hour  mill  which  he  now  owns 
and  operates,  and  six  years  later  he  also  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business,  while  from  1894  until 
1896  he  conducted  the  Exchange  Hotel,  at  Mont- 
pelier,  but  has  since  disposed  of  the  latter  prop- 
erty. In  the  lines  of  endeavor  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged  he  is  meeting  with  a  high  and  well 
merited  degree  of  success,  the  result  of  his  excel- 
lent business  ability,  his  indefatigable  labor  and 
his  honorable  dealings. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1901,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  and  Miss  Nina 
Poreau.  She  was  born  in  Pittsford,  Vermont, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Jack  Poreau,  a  prominent 
farmer  ami  hotel  proprietor.  Mr.  Poreau  and 
his  wife,  Sarah  Perry,  became  the  parents  of 
rive  children,  three  of  whom  still  survive:  Min- 
nie; Mrs.  Perley  Kendrick ;  Bessie,  wife  of 
Clarence  Thomas,  and  Nina.  Mrs.  Ross  is 
affiliated  with  the  Congregational  church,  while 
her  husband  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
In  political  matters  he  gives  his  support  to  the 
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Republican  party,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  public- spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of  the 
locality,  ever  lending  his  aid  and  co-operation 
to  all  movement.-;  and  measures  for  the  benefit 
of  his  town  and  county.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  justly  merits  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  held. 

DR.  EDW  ARD  RICHARD  LYNCH. 

Few  men  in  the  profession  have  had  more 
gratifying  results  in  their  work  during  the  same 
length  of  time  than  has  Dr.  Lynch,  a  rising 
young  physician  of  Brattleboro.  Though  it  was 
only  in  February,  1898,  that,  coming  from  his 
studies,  he  opened  an  office  in  that  town,  he  now 
has  a  practice  extending  far  and  near.  His  pri- 
vate sanitarium  is  especially  attracting  to  him 
large  numbers  of  patients,  as  is  also  his  extra- 
ordinary success  in  treating  cases  of  appendicitis, 
children's  and  women's  diseases,  and  in  perform- 
ing surgical  operations. 

Dr.  Lynch  was  born  in  South  Whcclock,  Ver- 
mont. September  3,  iHjo,  is  a  son  of  John  Lynch, 
of  that  place,  and  is  of  Irish  descent.  I  lis  grand- 
father was  Michael  Lynch  and  a  resident  of 
county  Cork,  Ireland.  John  Lynch,  father  of 
Dr.  Edward  R.,  was  one  of  the  well-to-do-farm- 
ers who  have  so  ably  assisted  in  the  development 
of  the  agricultural  industries  of  this  state.  He 
came  to  America  in  1842,  locating  at  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  some  time. 
Later  moving  to  South  Whcclock,  Vermont,  he 
settled  upon  a  farm  and  gave  his  time  almost  ex- 
clusively to  the  development  of  its  resources. 
Possessed  of  keen  intelligence  and  a  large  ca- 
pacity for  work,  he  made  a  thorough  success  of 
his  business.  By  his  marriage  there  were  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  arc  now  living:  William 
M.,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Boston  fire 
department  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  who 
is  now  lieutenant ;  Rev.  John  A.,  now  a  parish 
priest  at  St.  Johnsbury:  Dr.  Edward  R.,  who  is 
mentioned  below ;  and  a  daughter,  who  married 
Charles  McGovern,  and  who  now  resides  in  St. 
Johnsbury. 

Dr.  Edward  R.  Lynch  spared  neither  time, 
money,  nor  unceasing  toil  in  the  preparation  for 
his  professional  work.  The  institutions  that  he 
attended  have  been  many  and  among  the  best  in 


the  country,  and  no  detail  which  would  assist 
him  in  diagnosing  the  cases  with  which  he  is 
likely  to  have  to  deal  has  been  neglected.  As  a 
preliminary  professional  preparation,  he  attended 
•he  Green  Mountain  Seminary  at  Waterbury, 
Vermont,  and  the  Lyndon  Institute  at  Lyndon 
Center,  in  the  same  state,  graduating  from  the 
latter  in  1890.  Having  in  these  schools  be- 
come well  grounded  in  those  sciences  and  lan- 
guages which  would  assist  to  a  thorough  com- 
prehension of  medical  lore,  he  entered  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  two  years.  He 
next  attended  the  popular  and  well-equipped 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York  city,  and  later  the  Baltimore  Medical  Col- 
lege, graduating  from  the  latter  in  1896,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  Though  possessed  by  this  time 
of  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  average 
physician,  he  was  not  content,  and  decided  to 
supplement  this  preparation  by  more  hospital 
practice.  He  first  took  a  course  of  training  in 
the  North  End  Dispensary,  next  in  the  Union 
General  Hospital  at  Tewksbury,  Massachusetts, 
where  be  remained  for  fourteen  months,  later 
for  six  mouths  in  the  Union  General  Hospital, 
West  Springfield  street.  Boston;  also  at  Dan- 
vers  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  finally  in  the 
City  Asylum  at  Mattapan,  Massachusetts,  ac- 
quiring in  these  institutions  in  a  short  time  an 
experience  which  it  would  require  years  of  coun- 
try practice  to  equal.  So  it  was  with  the  most 
confident  assurance  of  success  that  in  1898  he 
opened  an  office  in  Brattleboro  and  started  in 
regular  practice.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  winning 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  soon  had  more 
patients  than  he  could  conveniently  attend  to. 
Perceiving  that  better  results  would  attend  his 
labors  by  the  aid  of  a  private  sanitarium,  and 
that  his  patients  were  of  a  class  to  patronize  the 
institution,  be  decided  to  open  one,  and  in  less 
than  a  year  he  bad  it  fully  equipped  and  ready 
for  the  treatment  of  cases.  This  institution  has 
proved  a  great  blessing  to  the  city  and  to  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  Dr.  Lynch  always  has  in 
it  as  many  as  he  can  conveniently  care  for.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1901  he  here  received  and  treated 
over  five  hundred  cases.  His  practice  outside, 
too,  has  been  large,  is  still  increasing,  and,  ex- 
tending over  a  wide  area,  necessitates  the  em- 
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ployment  of  five  last  horses.  Dr.  Lynch  lias 
been  very  fotunate  with  his  treatment  of  appen- 
dicitis cases,  and  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  all  involving  operations,  lie  has  lost  but  one. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  surgery  and  diseases 
of  women  and  children,  and  expects  to  devote  his 
entire  attention  to  the  former  at  some  future 
time. 

Dr.  Lynch  married,  June  23,  1894,  Georgina 
Moran,  the  charming  daughter  of  James  Moran, 
of  Londonderry,  Nova  Scotia,  and  they  have  had 
two  sons,  Edward  Byron  and  George  Hamilton. 
Dr.  Lynch  is  a  born  physician,  is  thoroughly 
interested  in  his  work  and  never  neglects  an  op- 
portunity for  keeping  abreast  of  his  profession. 
He  belongs  to  the  Vermont  State  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
American  Association  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons and  the  Connecticut  Valley  Medical  As- 
sociation, before  which  he  has  read  pa- 
pers. Among  various  other  organizations  he 
also  stands  high,  and  affiliates  with  the  Indejicnd- 
ent  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  New  England  Order  of  Protection, 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Red  Men.  He  also  acts  as  medical  ex- 
aminer for  several  societies.  In  the  public  af- 
fairs of  his  town  he  takes  a  live  interest.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat  and  in  religion  a  Roman 
Catholic.  He  is  popular  in  all  circles  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Professional  Men's  Club,  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  the  Cath- 
olic Young  Men's  Cnion. 

MERR1TT  H.  EDDY,  M.  D. 

Generic  history  must  in  every  instance  trace 
back  to  its  essence  in  the  sj>ecific,  and  this  specific 
«M?ncc  in  the  history  of  human  life  and  hu- 
man achievement  always  springs  from  some  ob- 
jective prototype — some  individual  or  class  of 
individual  whose  actions  and  efforts  have  formed 
the  background  of  the  general  history.  The  gen- 
eral is  thus  the  reflex  of  the  individual  record, 
while  there  must  be  incidental  reference  to  en- 
vironment, with  its  modifying  or  broadening  in- 
fluences. It  is  in  this  sense  that  biography  be- 
comes the  nucleus  of  all  history,  making  clear 
beyond  perad venture  the  progress  and  the  opu- 
y 
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lent  achievement  whose  basic  elements  must  ever 
remain  obscure  unless  cognizance  be  taken  of  the 
individual  life  and  the  individual  accomplish- 
ment. In  rendering,  then,  the  history  of  any 
nation  or  any  people  there  is  a  scientific  historical 
necessity  for  biography,  and  in  tracing  the  growth 
and  development  of  any  community  or  any  in- 
stitution the  impression  must  be  deepened  and  the 
salient  points  emphasized  by  tracing  simultaneous- 
ly the  life  histories  of  those  whose  efforts  have 
promoted  this  advancement.  In  the  case  at  hand 
\vc  have  to  do  with  one  of  the  leading  representa- 
tives of  the  medical  profession  in  Vermont,  and 
one  whoc  genealogy  betokens  that  he  is  a  scion 
of  a  family  whose  association  with  the  annals  of 
American  history  has  been  intimate  and  honor- 
able from  the  early  colonial  epoch,  the  original 
representatives  of  the  name  having  taken  up  their 
residence  in  the  new  world  prior  to  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  as  will  appear  later 
on  in  this  article.  Such  men  and  such  ancestral 
prestige  amply  justify  the  compilation  of  works 
of  this  nature,  that  a  worthy  record  may  be 
perpetuated  for  future  genrations. 

Merritt  Henry  Eddy,  an  honored  citizen  and 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Middlcbury, 
Vermont,  is  a  native  of  the  old  Green  Mountain 
state  and  has  here  passed  essentially  his  entire 
life.  He  was  horn  on  a  farm  in  Winhall,  Benning- 
ton county,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1833.  being  a 
son  of  Chandler  Eddy,  who  was  born  in  Win- 
hall.  Vermont,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1807.  The 
latter's  father,  Stanton  Eddy,  was  a  native  of 
Rowe,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  February,  1776,  a  son  of  Silas  Eddy, 
who  was  born  in  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
j  st  of  September,  1749,  and  who  died  on  the 
31st  of  August,  1807.  The  latter's  father  was 
William  Eddy,  who  was  likewise  a  native  of 
the  Massachusetts  colony,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  5th  of  February,  1725,  and  who  was  one;  of 
the  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Continental  line  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  having  been  a  private 
in  the  regiment  of  General  Israel  Putnam,  of 
historic  fame.  This  Revolutionary  hero  was. 
a  son  of  Benjamin  Eddy,  who  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, Massachusetts,  on  lhc  16th  of  September. 
1673,  and  who  died  previous  to  1728.  He  was 
a  son  of  Samuel  Eddy,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
town,  Massachusetts,  on  the  30th  of  September, 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


93 

1640,  and  who  died  on  ihc  2-'d  of  November, 
1711. 

The  last  mentioned  was  a  son  of  John  Eddy, 
one  of  the  original  American  progenitors  of  those 
who  bear  the  name  in  tin's  country.  John  Eddy 
was  born  in  March,  1597,  in  England,  and  was 
there  reared.  On  the  10th  of  August,  1630,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Samuel,  he  left  the 
city  of  London  and  embarked  for  America,  land- 
ing at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  on  die  29th 
of  the  following  October,  after  a  voyage  of  twelve 
weeks'  duration.  The  brothers  paid  a  visit  of 
respect  to  Governor  Winthrop,  who  later,  in  a 
written  message,  designated  them  as  "two  gen- 
tlemen passengers."  They  located  in  Watertown, 
Massachusetts,  where,  as  indicated  on  page  81 
of  the  town  records  of  that  day,  John  Eddy  was 
admitted  a  freeman  on  the  3d  of  Septemljer, 
1634,  while  in  the  three  ensuing  years  he  was  in- 
cumbent of  the  office  of  selectman,  from  which 
it  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  forthwith  be- 
came prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  a  number  of  children  were 
born  of  each  union.  His  death  occurred  on  the 
1 2th  of  October,  1684.  The  family  lineage  is 
traced  farther,  and  most  definitely,  to  William 
Eddy,  A.  M.,  vicar  of  the  church  of  St.  Dunstan, 
at  Cranbrook,  county  Kent,  England.  He  was 
lx>rn  in  Bristol  and  was  educated  in  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  while  his  incumbency  of  the 
vicarage  of  Cranbrook  extended  from  1589  to 
1616,  on  the  23d  of  November,  of  which  latter 
year  his  death  occurred,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  Cranbrook  churchyard.  From  Uiis 
brief  genealogical  record  it  became  t\i<li  nt  thai 
Dr.  Eddy  i>  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  family 
in  America,  and  thus  may  well  take  pride  in  the 
record,  which  bespeaks  worthy  lives  and  worthy 
deeds,  as  one  generation  has  followed  another  on 
the  stage  of  life's  activities,  the  name  being  one 
on  whose  escutcheon  appears  on  spot  or  blemish 
during  all  years  through  which  it  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  annals  of  our  national  history. 

Stanton  Kddy,  grandfather  of  the  Doctor, 
was  a  farmer  by  vocation  and  was  the  first  rep- 
resentative of  the  name  in  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  whither  he  emigrated  from  Massachusetts 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  taking 
up  his  hie  in  Winhall,  Hennington  county, 
where  he  secured  a  large  tract  of  land,  becom- 


ing one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  section  and  there 
developing  a  fine  farm.  He  erected  a  substantial 
dwelling  on  the  place  and  made  other  excellent 
improvements,  and  became  one  of  the  successful 
and  influential  citizens  of  the  community.  There 
he  continued  to  maintain  his  home  during  the 
remainder  01  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in 
1862,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
The  old  homestead  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  family,  being  now  occupied  by  Kirk  Hughes 
and  wife,  Minnie  (Eddy)  Hughes,  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  this  honored  pioneer.  March  15, 
1803,  Stanton  Eddy  married  VVaity  Howard,  who 
was  born  in  Jamaica,  Windham  county,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  19th  of  April,  1781,  and  whose  death 
occurred  on  the  30th  of  January,  i860,  both  she 
and  her  husband  having  been  devoted  members 
of  the  Baptist  church.  They  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  arc  now  deceased, 
though  many  descendants  remain  to  perpetuate 
the  family  prestige  in  the  state. 

Chandler  Eddy,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  was  reared  on  the  parental  homestead 
in  Winhall.  where  he  was  born,  and  in  his  youth 
he  was  accorded  such  educational  advantages 
as  were  afforded  in  the  local  schools  of  the  period. 
He  early  began  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  while  still  a  youth  went  to  live  in  the  home 
of  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Kddy,  under  whose  direc- 
tion he  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright.  He  did 
not  devote  his  attention  to  this  trade  for  any 
considerable  period,  but  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  cared  for  his  parents  in  their 
declining  years,  successfully  carrying  cn  the 
work  of  the  farm.  He  eventually  purchased  an 
adjoining  farm,  where  he  continued  his  agricul- 
tural operations  until  his  retirement  from  the 
active  labors  of  life,  passing  the  evening  of  his 
days  in  the  home  of  his  son,  W.  H.  Kddy,  at 
I'.ast  Townshend,  where  lie  died  on  the  1  f til  of 
.March,  1S05,  having  attained  the  patriarchal  age 
of  eight v-nine  years.  On  the  15th  of  March. 
1S32,  Chandler  Edd\  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Alice  Davis  I  lowe,  who  was  born  in  Ja- 
maica, Vermont,  on  the  Sth  of  June,  1805,  the 
daughter  of  Joel  Howe,  who  was  likewise  a 
native  of  that  place,  where  he  became  a  pros- 
perous and  representative  farmer.  He  passed 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  but  at  the 
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rime  of  iiis  death  he  was  in  Londonderry,  where 
he  passed  away  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five 
years.    His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hul- 
dah  Fittz,  was  born  in  Wales,  whence  she  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  America  in  her  child- 
hood.   Joel  and  Huldah  Howe  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  of  whom  the  mother  of  the 
Doctor  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Ex- 
treme longevity  has  been  characteristic  of  both 
the  Eddy  and  Howe  families,  and  it  is  appro- 
priately noted  in  the  connection  that  Huldah 
Howe,  the  maternal  grandmother  of  Dr.  Eddy, 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  both  she  and 
her  honored  husband  having  held  the  faith  of  the 
.Methodist    church.     Chandler   and   Alice  D. 
(Howe)  Eddy  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, namely :    Merritt  H.,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Wiltard  Harrison,  who  is  a 
prominent  carpenter  and  builder  of  Townshend, 
V  ermont ;  and  Otis  German,  who  resides  on  the 
<>ld  homestead  farm  of  his  grandfather.  The 
mother  of  these  children  entered  into  eternal 
rest  on  the  22d  of  May,  1863,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years,  and  her  memory  is  revered  by  all  who 
came  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  and  gracious 
personality.    Chandler  Eddy  was  originally  a 
Whig  in  political  principles,  but  his  last  allegi- 
ance was  given  to  the  Republican  party,  with 
which  he  identified  himself  at  the  time  of  its 
organization.    He  was  a  man  of  inflexible  integ- 
rity, and  held  the  unqualified  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  knew  him,  while  he  took  a  deep 
interest  in  local  affairs  of  a  public  nature  and  in 
all  that  concerned  the  general  welfare.    He  and 
his  wife  were  regular  attendants  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  exemplifying  their  faith  in  their  daily 
lives. 

Dr.  M.  H.  Eddy  passed  his  boyhood  days  on 
the  old  homestead  farm  in  Winhall,  securing  his 
rudimentary  educational  training  in  the  district 
schools  and  later  attending  the  graded  schools  in 
Londonderry  during  the  winter  months,  while 
he  continued  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  home- 
stead farm  during  the  summer  seasons.  He  later 
attended  a  select  school  in  Putney  and  an  acad- 
s-mv  in  Townshend.  Jn  the  meanwhile  lie  lia< i 
formulated  definite  plans  for  his  future  career, 
having  determined  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  with  which  end 
in  view,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  took  up 


a  course  of  technical  reading  under  an  able  pre- 
cq»tor  at  Putney,  in  the  meanwhile  working  at 
various  occupations  to  defray  his  incidental  ex- 
penses. He  began  teaching  in  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  town  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
being  very  successful  in  his  pedagogic  efforts, 
which  he  continued  for  two  years  in  that  locality, 
later  following  the  same  line  of  work  in  Jamaica 
and  South  Londonderry,  being  an  instructor  in 
(he  graded  schools  of  the  latter  place  during  two 
winters,  and  then  returning  to  Jamaica,  where  he 
was  similarly  engaged  during  the  succeeding  two 
winters,  gaining  an  excellent  reputation  in  this 
field  of  endeavor,  and  in  the  meanwhile  carrying 
forward  his  preparatory  studies  in  order  to  fit 
himself  for  admission  to  college.  In  1856  he 
matriculated  in  Middiebury  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  i860. 
For  the  following  three  years  he  was  engaged  as 
a  teacher  in  the  academy  at  Ticonderoga,  New 
York,  thus  earning  the  money  with  which  to  con- 
tinue his  technical  studies.  In  1863  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  Harvard  University, 
where  he  continued  his  studies  until  the  spring 
of  1864,  when  his  financial  resources  reached  so 
low  an  ebb  that  he  was  compelled  to  secure  addi- 
tional reinforcement  before  proceeding  with  his 
medical  course.  He  then  located  in  Burlington, 
Vermont,  where  he  became  an  assistant  to  Pro- 
fessor H.  M.  Seely,  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, in  the  meantime  attending  lectures  in  Bur- 
lington Medical  College,  w  here  he  was  graduated 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1865,  receiving  his  coveted  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  being  amply 
fortified  for  the  work  of  his  chosen  profession. 
Dr.  Eddy  forthwith  opened  an  office  in  Middle- 
bury,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged 
in  active  practice,  controlling  a  representative 
patronage  and  having  gained  precedence  as  one 
of  the  able  and  successful  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  his  native  state.  He  has  thus  been 
in  practice  here  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  he 
has  held  the  utmost  confidence  of  the  local  public 
and  the  affectionate  regard  of  those  to  whom  he 
has  ministered,  having  ever  continued  a  close 
student  and  having  kept  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vances made  in  medical  and  surgical  methods  and 
systems,  while  his  genial  personality  and  unvary- 
ing kindliness  have  made  his  presence  ever  grate- 
ful to  the  weary  sufferer.   He  is  one  of  the  oldest 
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members  of  the  Vermont  State  Medical  Society 
in  this  section,  is  a  member  also  of  the  Addison 
County  Medical  Society,  being  secretary  of  the 
latter,  and  is  identified  with  Union  Lodge,  No. 
2,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Middlebury.  Within  the  years 
of  his  active  practice  the  Doctor  has  been  medical 
examiner  for  twenty  different  life  insurance  com- 
panies. In  politics  he  gives  a  stanch  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  though  he  has  never 
desired  official  preferment,  considering  his  pro- 
fession worthy  of  his  entire  time  and  attention. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1867,  Dr.  Eddy  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  M.  Seely,  a 
sister  of  Professor  H.  M.  Seely,  formerly  of 
Burlington  College,  and  later  of  Middlebury  Col- 
lege. She  was  born  in  Onondaga,  New  York,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Owen  Seely,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  that  locality,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eddy  be- 
came the  parents  of  two  children,  namely :  Jessie 
L.,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home ;  and  Stan- 
ton S.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Burlington  Medical 
College,  where  he  received  his  degree  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  who  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Middlebury,  being  a  young  man  of  fine  intel- 
lectuality and  one  who  has  gained  prestige  as 
an  able  and  discriminating  physician.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  local  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  from  college  at  nineteen,  upon  which  he 
entered  tbe  medical  school.  He  was  appointed 
an  interne  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  before 
receiving  his  degree,  subsequently  was  house 
surgeon,  after  which  he  had  charge  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver and  diphtheria  wards  in  the  Oiester  Park 
Hospital  of  the  same  city.  After  a  course  in  New- 
York  hospitals  he  oj>cned  an  office  in  Past  ( )r- 
ange,  New  Jersey,  but  very  shortly,  yielding  to 
the  entreaties  of  numerous  friends,  he  took  up 
practice  with  his  father  in  his  native  place.  In 
1002  he  was  appointed  district  surgeon  of  the 
Rutland  Railroad.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County 
and  State  Medical  societies,  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  Uii  I  'si,  and  Delta  Mil,  of  his  academic  and 
medical  colleges. 

ANDKKW  J.  I IORTON. 

This  gentleman,  for  twenty  years  the  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  Brattleboro  Cas  Light 
Company,  was  born  in  Hinsdale.  New  Hamp- 


shire. November  II,  iS|o.  He  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  came 
with  his  parents  to  Brattleboro.  He  was  always 
of  a  constructive  turn  of  mind,  and  he  early  be- 
came interested  in  electrical  engineering,  the 
business  which  he  adopted  as  his  life  work.  He 
became  connected  with  the  Brattleboro  (las 
Light  Company  in  1X82.  and  was  continuously 
engaged  with  them  up  to  1902.  when,  on  ac- 


ANDREW  J  MORTON 

count  of  ill  health,  he  resigned.  Mr.  H niton 
was  a  member  of  the  I'.stex  (iuanlsand  Fuller 
[lattery,  and  is  a  member  of  Wanbisbirpiet 
Podge.  No.  I.  (  >.  <  >.  I".  He  celebrated  his 
marriage  November  It,  1KX0.  his  wife's  maiden 
name  having  Iktii  Sarah  In^raham.  she  being  a 
widow  lady  with  two  children.  Bertha  and  Earn- 
est, their  father  having  been  George  Hastings. 

Mr.  Horton  is  the  son  of  Hiram  It.  Hortun. 
a  fanner  of  Hinsdale.  \e\\  Hampshire,  where  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


was  a  man  of  considerable  inllueiicc.  having 
served  a  period  as  select  man,  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  tbe  Baptist  church  of  that  city.  He 
married  Rosanna  Strcetcr,  who  became  the 
niothei  ot  ihr  following  children:  Sarah.  Eliza. 
Henry,  Lucy.  Andrew  J..  Ida,  Charles  and  Rtith. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  at  the  ape  of  sixty- 
nine  years  in  1888,  the  mother  in  1859.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mr.  Horton  was  Hezekiah 
Horton,  who  emigrated  from  England  and  settled 
in  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire,  he  in  his  day  hav- 
ing also  been  a  farmer.  He  married  Sarah  Burn- 
ham,  who  bore  him  children  as  follows :  Emma, 
Rebecca.  Albndgc,  Seymour.  Frank  and  Hiram. 
Grandfather  Horton  lived  out  a  long  and  useful 
life  at  Hinsdale,  and  lies  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  that  place.  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Horton  merits  and 
receives  the  high  regard  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

A.  AUGUSTINE  BUTTERFIELD. 

A.  Augustine  Butterfield,  of  Jacksonville,  is 
a  well  known  attorney-at-law.  He  was  born  in 
Wilmington.  Vermont,  June  25,  1844,  being  a 
son  of  the  late  Ezra  Turner  and  Mary  (Leonard) 
Butterfield  and  a  direct  descendant  in  the  ninth 
generation  from  Benjamin  Butterfield,  the  emi- 
grant, the  line  of  descent  being  as  follows:  Ben- 
jamin (1),  Joseph  (2),  Benjamin  (3),  Benja- 
min (4),  Benjamin  (5),  Captain  Ezra  (6),  Zc- 
nas  if),  Ezra  T.  (8).  and  A.  Augustine  (9). 
Benjamin  Butterfield  it)  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land to  Massachusetts  in  1038,  settling  in  Charles- 
town,  and  later  in  \\  oburn.  He  was  the  first 
signer  of  the  petition  for  the  town  of  Chelmsford, 
and  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  that 
town,  moving  there  in  1(154.  He  was  very  promi- 
nent in  religions  matters,  and  was  a  deacon  of 
the  church  for  many  years.  Joseph  Butterfield 
(  2)  was  horn  in  Wobum,  Massachusetts.  August 
15,  1649.  Benjamin  Butterfield  (3),  born  in 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  in  1080,  served  as 
a  sergeant  in  the  militia,  and  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Fletcher.  Benjamin  Butterfield  (4)  was 
born  in  Chelmsford,  May  25,  1702.  was  an  ensign 
in  the  military  service  and  married  Kcziah  Pat- 
terson, who  survived  him,  and  afterward  married 
Josiah  Nutting,  while  for  her  third  husband  she 
married  Captain  Joseph  Fletcher,  of  West  ford. 
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She  died  June  3.  1781,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  Benjamin  Butterfield  (5),  born 
May  15,  1726,  was  a  farmer  in  Brattleboro,  and 
his  death  occurred  on  the  7th  of  December,  1804. 
His  first  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Su- 
sanna Spalding,  bore  him  nine  children,  and  by 
his  second,  Lois  Merrick,  he  became  the  father  of 
six  children.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  serving  as  lieutenant  in  Scth  War- 
ner  s  inmous  regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys, 
and  prior  to  that  was  captain  of  a  company  of  the 
New  York  militia.  Captain  Ezra  Butterfield 
(6).  l>orn  in  Westminster,  Massachusetts,  in 
Octolxr.  1758,  was  reared  in  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  worked  as  a  farmer  and  car- 
penter. He  subsequently  became  a  resident  of 
Pummcrston,  this  state,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred on  the  6th  of  January,  1825.  His  wife, 
Martha  Had  Icy,  a  native  of  Wcstford,  Massa- 
chusetts, bore  him  thirteen  children,  as  follows: 
Ezra,  Ebenezcr,  Zenas,  Susanna,  Samuel,  Mar- 
tha, Cyrus,  Nabby,  Levi,  Benjamin  and  three 
who  died  in  childhood.  She  died  November  27, 
184.',  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Deacon 
Zenas  Butterfield  (7),  born  in  Dummerston,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  22d  of  February,  1782,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  that  town,  being  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  farm  adjoining 
his  father's  homestead,  and  his  death  occurred 
August  29,  1829.  A  man  of  deep  religious  convic- 
tions, he  swerved  from  the  faith  of  his  ancestors, 
all  of  whom  belonged  to  the  Congregational 
church,  antl  united  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
church,  in  which  he  was  a  deacon  for  many  years. 
( >n  the  6th  of  December,  1803.  he  married  Sarah 
Turner,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children : 
Alanson,  Diantha,  Zenas,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Ezra 
T„  Thomas,  Betsey  and  Lucy  V.  Ezra  Turner 
Butterfield  (8)  was  bom  in  Dummerston,  Ver- 
mont, and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
He  followed  the  free  and  independent  occupation 
to  w  hich  he  had  been  reared,  becoming  a  success- 
ful farmer,  and  for  several  years  he  was  also 
interested  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  cap- 
tain in  the  militia,  and  for  seven  years  assistant 
judge  of  the  county  court.  By  this  union  with 
Mary  Leonard,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Abner  Leon- 
ard, a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  five  children 
were  born,  of  whom  three  are  living,  namely: 
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O.  E.,  whose  personal  history  is  contained  in  this 
work  ;  A.  Augustine ;  and  L.  A.,  who  was  several 
years  connected  with  the  Boston  School  of  Ora- 
tory, and  connected  with  several  colleges  in  that 
department. 

A.  Augustine  Butterfield  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem as  a  citizen  of  worth  and  as  a  lawyer  of 
ability  and  integrity.  In  all  ordinary  cases 
brought  before  him  professionally,  he  invariably 
advises  a  settlement  by  arbitration  rather  than  by 
trial,  although  this  advice  may  not  benefit  him 
pecuniarily.  He  has  served  as  master  in  chan- 
cery for  thirty-three  years,  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  twenty-eight  years,  as  notary  public 
thirty-five  years,  was  for  some  years  a  director 
of  the  Union  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Montpelier,  was  for  two  years  state';-  attorney, 
was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature,  1 880-8 j, 
was  a  state  senator  in  1888-90,  and  for  a  long 
period  was  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
State  Baptist  convention.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  serving  on  im- 
|K>rtant  committees;  a  member  of  the  Veteran 
Association,  having  served  as  venerable  chief  in 
1898.  For  many  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
perfecting  the  genealogy  of  the  historic  family  of 
Butterfield. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1869,  Mr.  Butterfield 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Marcia  Sophia  Brown, 
of  Whitingham,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  Ru- 
fus  Brown,  Esq.  Eight  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  namely :  Marcius  A.,  a  farmer  of 
Jacksonville,  married  Alice  Lucretia  Dalrymple, 
by  whom  he  has  four  children,  Blanche  II.,  Ma- 
bel R.,  Benjamin  Fred,  and  Mary  Ada;  Ossian 
R.  is  employed  as  a  clerk ;  Alice  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Faulkner,  and  has  two  children,  Pearl 
M.  and  Neal  S. ;  Mary  died  in  1889;  Marcia  A. 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Estella  E.;  May 
died  in  Septeml»er,  1889;  and  Clara  J.  died  in 
1897. 

ROWLAND  EVANS  ROBINSON. 

Rowland  E.  Robinson,  deceased,  of  Ferris- 
burgh,  Vermont,  a  renowned  author  whom  an 
eminent  critic  has  placed  forth  among  the  dialect 
writers  of  the  world,  was  a  descendant  of  ances- 
tors who  made  their  home  in  Rhode  Island  dur- 
ing the  seventeenth  century.    The  christian  name 


of  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America  was 
Rowland,  who  was  born  in  1654  at  Long  Bluff, 
Cumberland  county,  England.  In  1675  he  settled 
in  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  large  landed  estate,  which  was  pur- 
chased from  the  Narragansett  Indians,  and  por- 
tions of  this  property  are  still  in  the  possession  of 
members  of  the  family.  He  served  in  the  capac- 
ity of  deputy  of  the  town  during  the  year  1705. 
He  married,  in  1676,  Mary  Allen,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Bacon)  Allen,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Barnstable,  England.  Mr. 
Robinson  died  in  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
year  17 16. 

William  Robinson,  son  of  the  founder  of  the 
family,  was  born  January  20,  1093,  in  South 
Kingston,  Rhode  Island.  For  ten  years  he  served 
as  deputy  of  the  town,  being  four  years  speaker 
of  the  house  of  deputies,  and  during  the  years 
•745 •>/-»<>  1 747- 1  "48  he  filled  the  office  of  deputy 
governor.  Mr.  Robinson  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  having  been  Martha  Potter,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  1718,  and  his  second,  Abigail  Haz- 
ard, widow  of  Caleb  Hazard  and  daughter  of 
William  and  Abigail  (Remington)  Gardner, 
whom  he  married  March  2,  1727.  Five  children 
were  bom  to  him  by  his  first  wife,  and  eight  by 
the  second.  His  death  occurred  September  19, 
'751- 

Thomas  Robinson,  third  son  of  William  and 
Abigail  Robinson,  was  born  January  25.  1731.  in 
Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  but  resided  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
He  sent  out  whaling  vessels  and  was  well  known 
as  a  philanthropist,  was  a  determined  opponent 
of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery,  and  gave  freedom 
to  all  the  slaves  that  he  inherited  from  his  father. 
He  was  a  Quaker  in  religious  belief,  and,  al- 
though not  a  wealthy  man,  he  gave  freely  of  Ins 
time  and  substance  to  aid  the  |*>or  and  afflicted. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Richardson, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Wanton)  Rich- 
ardson, in  1752,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  including  three  daughters,  known 
in  history  as  "The  Quaker  Beauties." 

Thomas  Richardson  Robinson,  fifth  child  of 
Thomas  Robinson,  was  horn  in  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  December  4.  1761.  I  le  belonged  to  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  and  in  1701  removed  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Vergetmcs.  Vermont,  then  an  incorpor- 
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atcd  city.  He  remained  there  about  five  years, 
ami  in  1796  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Ferrisburgh,  on  what  is  now  known  as  "the 
old  stage  road."  Here  he  erected  the  Robinson 
homestead,  which  is  a  spacious  mansion,  sur- 
rounded with  stately  trees  and  commanding  a 
magnificent  view  of  Lake  Champlain  and  the 
Adirondack's.  December  5,  1787,  Mr.  Robinson 
married  Jemima  Fish,  who  was  born  May  6, 
1761.  at  Portsmouth,  and  two  children  were  born 
10  them.  Abigail  and  Rowland.  David  Fish, 
father  of  Mrs.  Robinson,  was  a  Quaker  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  fanner.  He  volunteered  during  a  smallpox 
epidemic  at  Newport  to  care  for  the  diseased, 
after  doctors  and  nurses  had  died,  and  while 
performing  this  duty  contracted  the  malady, 
which  caused  his  death.  Thus  his  wife,  Lydia 
(Dennis)  Fish,  was  left  with  a  large  family  of 
children  to  care  for.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
J«rseph  and  Sarah  (Durfee  )  Dennis.  Thomas  R. 
Robinson  died  July  3,  1851,  and  his  wife  died 
November  3,  1846. 

Rowland  Thomas  Robinson,  son  of  Thomas 
Richardson  and  Jemima  (Fish)  Robinson,  was 
born  September  21.  1796,  on  the  homestead  in 
Ferrisbtirgh,  Vermont,  and  l>ecame  a  noted 
abolitionist.  Many  a  fugitive  slave  did  he  shel- 
ter and  encourage  011  his  way  to  Canada  and  free- 
dom. In  those  days  the  old  house  was  one  of 
the  way  stations  of  the  great  under-ground  rail- 
way, trrough  which  the  fugitives  made  their 
way  from  oppression  to  liberty.  Mr.  Robinson 
was  an  earnest,  loyal  friend  to  those  in  need,  and 
no  one  ever  appealed  to  him  in  vain.  In  New 
York  city,  September  13.  1820,  he  married  Rachel 
(idpin.  whose  ancestry  is  traced  through  twenty- 
two  generations  to  Sir  Richard  de  Gnylphin  in 
1206.  Among  her  ancestors  were  Joseph  and 
Hannah  Gilpin,  Quakers,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1695.  Rachel  (Gilpin)  Robinson.  l>om 
October  3,  1700,  was  a  daughter  "of  George  and 
Rachel  (Starr)  Gilpin,  who  resided  in  N'cw 
York  city,  where  Mr.  Gilpin  was  engaged  as  a 
leather  merchant.  In  religious  belief  they  were 
Quakers.  George  Gilpin  was  a  sou  of  George 
Gilpin,  who  resided  in  Fairfax  county.  Virginia, 
and  was  a  personal  friend  of  George  Washington. 
Though  a  Quaker,  he  was  active  in  organizing 
the  Fairfax  militia  tor  service  in  the  Revolution, 


which  he  commanded  as  colonel.  He  served 
throughout  the  entire  struggle  on  the  staff  of 
General  Washington,  and  was  a  pallbearer  at 
his  funeral.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Peters)  Gilpin,  the  former  named  being  a  son  of 
the  original  American  ancestor.  Row  land  T.  Rob- 
inson was  a  thrifty  farmer,  but  gave  much  atten- 
tion to  the  organization  of  anti-slavery  move- 
ments, in  which  work  he  traveled  about  a  great 
deal,  and  was  secretary  of  the  county  and  state 
anti-slavery  societies.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely : 
Thomas  Richardson ;  George  Gilpin ;  Ann  King, 
wife  of  Lloyd  Mintrum,  of  New  York  city:  and 
Rowland  Evans  Robinson. 

Rowland  Evans  Robinson,  son  of  Rowland 
T.  and  Rachel  (Gilpin)  Robinson,  was  l)orn 
May  14,  1833,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town.  He  also  spent  much  of  his 
childhood  in  the  fields  and  woods  of  Vermont, 
and  it  was  through  these  associations  that  he 
became  such  an  ardent  lover  of  nature.  He  had  a 
natural  and  inherited  talent  for  painting,  and  his 
skilled  hand  enabled  him  to  reproduce  the  scenes 
of  nature.  He  contributed  sketches  to  various 
illustrated  periodicals  of  New  York,  where  he 
spent  several  winters.  About  the  year  t886  his 
eyesight  began  to  fail,  and  seven  years  later  he 
was  deprived  of  it  altogether.  It  was  after  this 
terrible  affliction  that  most  of  his  books  were 
written,  which  fact  certainly  testifies  no  less  to 
his  indomitable  will  and  energy  than  to  his 
genius.  It  was  only  by  the  aid  of  a  grooved 
board  that  he  was  able  to  write.  Mr.  Robinson 
was  the  author  of  various  works,  among  them 
being:  Uncle  Lisha's  Shop;  Sam  Lovel's 
Camps;  Vermont,  a  Study  of  Independence, 
which  was  published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 
in  the  Commonwealth  Series ;  Danvis  Folks ; 
New  England  Fields  and  Woods;  Uncle  Lisha's 
Outing;  A  Danvis  Pioneer;  A  Hero  of  Ticon- 
deroga:  In  the  Greenwoods;  and  Sam  Lovel's 
Boy.  The  last  named  volume,  a  masterpiece  of 
character  delineation,  was  reviewer!  by  the  liter- 
ary e<litor  of  '  The  New  York  Times"  in  the 
following  appreciative  paragraph:  "But,  as  one 
reads  of  the  youth's  achievements  as  hunter  and 
scholar,  one  looks  through  the  medium  of  the 
book  to  the  strong-si -tiled  author,  working  in  the 
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deadly  loneliness  of  the  blind,  calling  before  bis 
mind  tbe  long  unseen  loveliness  of  stream  and 
forest,  tbe  colors  of  tbe  blue  and  golden  sky 
above,  and  tbe  gold-sown  emerald  turf  lxdow, 
composing  pictures  for  otber  eyes  to  see  in  im- 
agination, bis  own  forever  sealed,  and  making 
all  bis  landscapes  vocal  witb  sounds  audible  to 
liis  trained  bearing,  but  unbeeded  by  bis  more 
fortunate  fellows.  Tbe  golden-haired  baby,  the 
sturdy  boy,  tbe  patriot  stripling,  enlisting  lo- 
calise be  thougbt  bis  motber  'would  want  him  to 
go  with  daddy,'  bis  last  gift  to  bis  readers,  was 
never  pictured  on  the  evcr-during  dark  surround- 
ing him.  His  genial,  wholesome  stories  have 
been  a  precious  gift  to  his  countrymen.  The  tale 
of  his  own  life  is  more  valuable  still,  an  example 
of  cheerful  fortitude  as  admirable  as  ever 
bloomed  on  the  battlefield,  the  life  of  one  who 
could  present  his  due  account  nor  fear  chiding 
when  the  Master  returned,  as  faithful  as  the  blind 
bard  whose  lovely  phrases  so  often  consoled  him. 
This  was  a  man."  Mr.  Robinson  was  connected 
for  many  years  with  the  editorial  staff  of  '  For- 
est and  Stream."  and  most  of  his  writings  first 
appeared  in  its  columns ;  a  volume  entitled  Hunt- 
ing Without  a  linn,  is  now  in  course  of  prep- 
aration. His  name  is  placed  among  the  first 
rank  of  authors,  and  the  demand  for  his  work 
is  constantly  increasing.  He  was  an  interesting 
story-teller,  as  his  style  was  simple  and  his  humor 
dry  and  keen.  He  was  much  interested  in  the 
Vermont  Fish  and  Game  League,  and  was 
elected  an  honorary  member  at  its  first  meeting. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  married  July  24,  1870,  to 
Anna  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  F.  and 
Rachel  Fish  (  Uird)  Stevens,  of  East  Mont|K-licr, 
Vermont.  Mrs.  Kobinson  is  a  graduate  of  Glen- 
wood  Seminary,  Urattleboro,  Vermont,  and  is  a 
woman  of  talent.  In  all  things  she  was  the  sym- 
pathizer and  coworker  of  her  huslwud.  and  in  bis 
•  literary  labors  she  was  truly  bis  righthainl,  as 
it  was  >hc  who  copied  his  manuscripts  and  pre- 
pared ibeui  lor  publication.  Three  children  were 
born  to  them  :  Rachel,  who  resides  at  home  with 
her  mother  in  Ferrisburg  and  is  engaged  in  the 
stwK  of  art;  Rowland  Thomas,  who  also  resides 
at  home  ■  and  Mary,  who  is  attending  school. 

Mis.  Kobinson  l>c!ongs  to  a  family  which  has 
long  been  represented  in  New  England,  and  tbe 
line  of  descent  is  from  Flder  William  Urcwstcr, 


16.20;  Keiihelm  Winslow,  iGaj;  Gov.  Thomas 
Prince,  1621  ;  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  1634;  and 
Major  John  Freeman.  The  family  trace  their 
ancestry  back  in  a  direct  line  for  eight  or  nine 
generations,  which  is  truly  a  remarkable  record. 
Stephen  Foster  Stevens,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Robin- 
son, w;is  born  March  24.  1791,  in  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  and,  after  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker. Later  he  became  a  farmer,  and  followed 
that  occupation  in  Montpelier,  where  he  resided, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  days  spent  in  Monk- 
ton.  He  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  community,  holding,  for  many  years, 
the  offices  of  selectman  and  representative  in 
East  Montpelier.  and  serving  as  sergeant-at-arms 
in  the  slate  house  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  30,  1857.  In  religion  he  followed 
the  teachings  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His 
father,  Clark  Stevens,  served  one  year  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  when  only  sixteen  years  of 
age.  later  spent  some  years  at  sea,  as  a  whaler, 
and  subsequently  became  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  town  of  Montpelier.  He  called  the  first 
town  meeting,  and  being  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  was  the  first  to  hold  re- 
ligious services ;  the  meeting  house  was  built  of 
logs  and  stood  on  his  farm,  which  was  situated 
on  the  banks  of  a  small  brook,  thereafter  known 
as  '•meeting-house  brook."  Mrs.  Robinson's 
mother,  Rachel  Fish  (Uird)  Stevens,  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susanna  (Fish)  Bird, 
the  former  named  of  English  birth;  the  latter, 
of  English  descent,  came  from  Kingstown,  Rhode 
Island,  to  Vergcnnes.  Vermont,  with  her  elder 
sister,  Jemima  Robinson.  Mr.  Uird  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Vcrgennes,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  and  served  as  justice  of 
the  pace  and  mayor.  The  following  named  chil- 
dren were  l>orn  to  Stephen  and  Rachel  Stevens: 
Mary  S.,  now  the  widow  of  Horace  Putnam,  of 
East  Montpelier,  Vermont ;  Thomas  Uird,  de- 
ceased, who  lived  all  his  life  on  the  parental  home- 
stead ;  Timothy,  a  resident  of  Xeedham,  Massa- 
chusetts; William  Uird.  who  was  wounded  at 
Gold  Harbor,  June  11.  1X64.  and  died  of  this  in- 
jury; James,  a  resident  01  East  Pierre.  South 
Dakota;  Charles,  a  citizen  of  Uarre.  Vermont; 
and  Anna,   widow  of  Rowland   F.  Robinson, 
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Kachcl  Stevens  was  born  February  6,  1804,  in 
Vergennes,  Vermont,  and  died  September  14, 
1868,  at  East  Montpclier,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Robinson's  widow  and  three  children 
survive  him,  and  reside  on  the  homestead  in  Fcr- 
risburg,  where  six  generations  of  the  family  have 
lived.  For  fifty  years  the  office  of  town  clerk 
has  been  in  the  family,  and  is  now  held  by  Mrs. 
Robinson.  The  marked  artistic  ability  of  the 
elder  daughter,  inherited  from  both  parents,  gives 
promise  that  the  reputation  of  the  family  in  this 
direction  will  be  well  sustained. 

ARTHUR  PERRY  CARPFXTKR. 

• 

Arthur  Ferry  Carpenter,  attorney  and  coun- 
sellor-at-law,  is  located  at  Xorth  Adams,  Massa- 
chusetts, with  a  branch  office  at  Readsboro,  Ver- 
mont. He  is  a  native  of  Readsboro,  his  birth 
having  occurred  March  31,  1867.  His  lather, 
Solomon  R.  Carpenter,  and  his  grandfather,  Dan- 
iel F.  Carpenter,  were  born  in  Readsboro,  as  were 
the  latter's  three  brothers,  Rathburn,  Elias  and 
Childs.  Daniel  F.  Carjjcntcr  spent  his  entire  life 
of  eighty-five  years  in  that  place.  James  Car- 
penter, great-grandfather  of  Arthur  P.  Carpenter, 
•emigrated  from  Ware,  Massachusetts,  to  Reads- 
boro at  an  early  period  of  its  settlement,  being  a 
pioneer  Baptist  clergyman,  and  a  farmer. 

Daniel  P.  Carpenter  made  general  farming  his 
chief  occupation  throughout  his  active  life,  and 
took  a  keen  interest  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community,  serving  his  fellow 
townsmen  in  various  official  capacities.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Olive  Whitcomb,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Readsboro.  Four  children  were 
born  to  Daniel  P.  and  Olive  (Whitcomb)  Car- 
penter, namely:  James  W..  Olive.  Daniel  and 
Solomon  R.  Carpenter.  James  W.  Carpenter,  the 
eldest  son,  studied  law  with  O.  L.  Shafter.  who 
subsequently  located  in  California.  Mr.  James 
W.  Carpenter  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Saxton's  River,  Vermont.  He  was  later  ap- 
pointed assistant  paymaster  of  the  United  States 
army,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  served  through- 
out the  Civil  war.  He  sttbscqeuntly  located  at 
Readsboro,  where  he  continued  in  the  practice 
of  law  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Solomon  R.  Carpenter  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Readsboro,  and  for  many  years  there- 


after was  prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  originally  having  charge  of  the  home- 
stead farm.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Whiting- 
ham  in  1S87,  and  has  since  resided  there,  being 
numbered  among  the  best  men  of  his  community. 
He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  uncompro- 
mising integrity,  and  has  rendered  his  fellow 
townsmen  efficient  service  in  numerous  official 
]K)>itions.  He  married  Laura  Bishop,  a  native  of 
Readsboro,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  her 
father,  Daniel  Bishop,  Jr.,  a  son  of  Daniel  Bishop, 
Sr.,  who  migrated  from  Connecticut  to  Vermont, 
settling  in  Readsboro  as  a  pioneer.  Of  the  union  of 
Daniel  Bishop,  Jr.,  with  Miss  Stafford,  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  were  born:  Laura,  who 
married  Solomon  R.  Carpenter;  Eliza,  Mary, 
Janettc,  Stephen,  Louis  and  Gilbert.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carpenter  reared  three  children:  Abbott,  a 
baker  in  New  York;  Arthur  P.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  and  Ada,  who  lives  with  her  parents. 

Arthur  P.  Carpenter  received  his  initial 
.schooling  in  his  native  town,  then  attended  Cas- 
tleton  Normal  School,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1887.  He  then  taught  school 
a  number  of  winters  in  Readsboro  and  adjoin- 
ing towns.  He  subsequently  took  a  course  at 
the  Business  University  of  Rochester.  He  read 
law  under  the  preceptorship  of  S.  T.  Davenport, 
and  in  1807  was  graduated  from  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  Boston  University.  In  1896. 
while  attending  the  institution  last  named,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Vermont  bar,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  to  the  Massachusetts  bar.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Cor- 
nelius A.  Parker,  which  association  continued 
until  1900.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
while  living  in  Whitingham  served  for  awhile 
on  the  school  I  >oard  of  that  place.  Fraternally 
he  l>clongs  to  Unity  Lodge,  No.  89,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Jacksonville.  Vermont,  and  Berkshire  Council, 
No.  839,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Berkshire  County  Co-operative 
Bank,  and  since  ioor  has  been  secretary  of  the 
lloosae  Valley  Agricultural  Society.  He  is  a 
mcmlier  of  the  Old  South  Church  of  Boston,  and 
a  trustee  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  of 
North  Adams.  Massachusetts. 

In  September,  1897,  Mr.  Carpenter  married 
Addie  Boynton,  who  was  born  in  Jamaica,  Ver- 
mont, w  here  her  father,  Myron  L.  Boynton,  was 
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for  many  years  station  agent  for  the  Ilrattlcboro 
&  Whitehall  Railroad  Company.  He  died  May 
3,  1903,  leaving  a  wife  and  tour  children,  namely  : 
Frank;  Addie.  now  Mr?.  Carpenter;  Harlan; 
and  Bessie.  Mrs.  Myron  L.  Boynton  was  Betsey 
D.  Holden,  ot  Wardsboro. 

JUDGE  GEORGE  JACKSON  BOND. 

Judge  George  Jackson  Bond,  of  Searsburg, 
was  tor  many  years  an  important  factor  in  the 
development  of  the  manufacturing  and  mercan- 
tile interests  of  this  section  of  the  county.  He 
was  ljorn  in  Readsljoro,  Vermont,  January  8, 
1842,  a  son  of  die  late  Charles  Bond.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  William  Bond,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  after  which  he 
settled  in  Whitingham,  Vermont,  where  he  was 
prosperously  engaged  iti  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  three-score  and  ten 
years.  Of  his  union  with  Rosanna  Myers,  six 
children  were  horn :  Loiza,  Wiiliam,  George, 
Charles,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  Bond  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Whitingham,  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  Subsequently  removing  to  Kcadsboro,  he 
carried  011  general  farming  in  conjunction  with 
his  trade  for  several  years.  In  1845  he  settled 
in  Searsburg,  and  continued  in  active  pursuits, 
both  as  a  farmer  and  a  blacksmith,  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  filly-five  years.  lie  was  a  man  of 
energy  and  ability,  taking  a  prominent  jwrt  in 
local  affairs,  and  served  in  all  the  town  offices. 
He  married  Jane  Tibbetts  in  1828,  a  native  of 
Halifax,  Vermont,  and  she  survived  him,  dying 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Of  the  ten  chil- 
dren born  of  their  union,  George  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
parents  were  broad  and  liberal  in  their  religious 
views,  and  members  of  the  I'nivcrsalist  church. 

George  J.  Bond  was  educated  in  Searsburg, 
attending  the  common  and  high  schools,  after 
which  he  taught  several  terms  in  Whitingham 
and  in  Woodford.  In  1803  he  enlisted  in  the 
Seventeenth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry  as  cor- 
poral of  a  company,  and  going  to  the  front  with 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps  participated  in  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness,  ami  in  the  last  engagement  at 
Petersburg.    He  was  honorably  discharged  from 


the  service,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  in  1865. 
Returning  to  Searsburg,  Mr.  Bond  embarked  in 
business  as  a  manufacturer  of  wooden  ware,  and 
as  a  lumber  dealer,  his  mill  being  located  on  Dev- 
il's Stair  Brook.  His  entire  plant  was  burned 
in  i860.,  but  he  soon  rebuilt  it,  and  continued  in 
business  until  1896,  manufacturing  lumber  of  all 
kinds,  but  making  a  specialty  of  clothes  pins  and 
washboards.  He  built  up  an  extensive  and  re- 
munerative trade,  selling  the  products  of  his  mill 
in  various  towns  and  cities  of  New  York  and 
New  England.  Since  1896  he  has  been  largely 
engaged  in  engineering  and  surveying. 

Judge  Bond  is  a  strong  Republican  in  jm>H- 
tics,  and  for  thirty-eight  years  has  rendered  ex- 
cellent service  as  town  clerk.  He  was  also  justice 
of  the  peace  for  thirty-seven  years;  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  selectmen  a  number  of  terms ; 
served  as  lister  many  years,  at  the  present  time. 
1902,  being  chairman  of  the  board;  was  judge 
of  the  Bennington  county  court  in  1892  and  1893  ; 
and  rqirescnted  the  town  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1898.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Social  Lodge, 
No.  4,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  filled  most 
of  the  chairs;  and  is  one  of  the  few  surviving 
charter  members  of  the  C.  B.  I-awton  Post,  No. 
44,  G.  A.  R„  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  offices. 
For  thirty-nine  years  he  has  been  a  Mason,  be- 
ing now  with  one  exception,  the  oldest  in  the 
lodge. 

Judge  llond  married,  in  1865,  Clarissa  Had- 
ley, daughter  of  Wilson  and  Olive  (Stoddard,) 
Hadley,  being  one  of  a  family  of  three  children, 
of  whom  two  are  living,  namely:  George  1). 
Hadley,  of  Dummerston,  Vermont ;  and  Ellen 
Hadley,  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont.  The  father, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Dummerston,  du-d 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  widow  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  I)umn>erston. 
Mrs.  Bond  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  leaving 
three  children,  as  follows:  Jennie,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Biddle,  a  thriving  farmer  of  Searsburg;  Ada 
A.,  living  at  home:  and  Carlos  W.,  also  living  at 
home,  has  charge  of  the  lumlxrr  business  of  the 
Deerfield  Power  Company.  l'<oth  daughter*  were 
educated  in  the  Searsburg  common  schools,  and 
later  in  Iowa  I114I1  school*  and  t 'a -1  let  on  Normal 
School,  Vermont,  and  Ivth  have  taught  school 
with  eminent  stieces*.  Judge  lUmd  and  his  family 
attend  the  Mctlio-l.M  Kpi^-<ipal  church. 
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WHEELER  FAMILY. 

Cviu;s  W.  WntiXER,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  n  successful  and  highly  respected  farmer 
<•!  Whitinghani,  Vermont.  He  was  born  in  this 
town  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Whitman 
Wheeler  Farm."  August  30,  1828,  while  his 
lather,  Whitman  Wheeler,  was  born  and  reared 
'ti  .1  farm  near  by,  both  being  located  on  the 
mad  leading  to  Readsboro.  He  was  of  pioneer 
ancestry,  his  great-grandfather,  Deliverance 
Wheeler,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  town,  having  taken  up  a  tract  of  unbroken, 
wild  land,  from  which  he  redeemed  a  farm,  labor- 
ing with  the  heroic  courage  characteristic  of  the 
men  and  women  of  those  days.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Whitman,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  was  Zachariah  Wheeler,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  Cyrus  W. 

Zachariah  Wheeler  was  born  in  Bolton,  Mass- 
achusetts, coming  from  there  to  Whitinghani  with 
his  parents.  Reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  he- 
purchased  land  shortly  after  becoming  of  age, 
and  in  the  course  of  time,  by  persevering  toil, 
transformed  its  forest-covered  acres  into  a  valua- 
ble estate,  which  became  eventually  a  part  of  the 
"Whitman  Wheeler  Farm." 

Whitman  Wheeler  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Whitinghani.  In  early  manhood  he  tonight  a 
farm  lying  near  the  ancestral  homestead,  and  un- 
til his  death  in  1867  was  successfully  engaged 
in  farming.  He  cleared  much  of  the  land,  fur- 
ther improving  his  estate  by  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  necessary  on  a  well  kept  farm,  the 
dwelling  house  which  he  built  being  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  widow  of  his  son,  Cyrus 
W.  Wheeler.  He  devoted  the  later  years  of  his 
life  to  the  raising  of  fine  Durham  cattle,  the  fame 
of  which  is  handed  down  to  the  children  of  the 
present  day. 

Cyrus  W.  Wheeler  received  his  education  in 
Whitinghani,  his  facilities  for  acquiring  knowl- 
edge being  vcr.y  meagre  as  compared  with  those 
of  the  present  flay.  Residing  on  the  parental 
farm  until  1858.  he  assumed  the  entire  charge 
"f  its  management  for  several  years.  He  then 
married  and  settled  on  an  adjoining  farm,  where 
he  remained  until  1870,  when  he  returned  with 
his  family  to  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he 
carried  on  general  fanning  after  the  most  ap- 


proved methods  until  his  death,  November  30, 
1889.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions, and  an  attendant  of  the  Universalist  church. 
Mr.  Wheeler  married  Lestina  L.  Wheeler,  of 
Rowe,  Massachusetts.  She  received  excellent  edu- 
tional  advantages,  attending  the  common 
schools  and  a  day  academy,  after  which  she 
taught  school  in  Whitinghani,  Rowe,  and  Wil- 
mington, Vermont.  Since  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, Mrs.  Wheeler  has,  with  the  assistance  of 
her  sons,  carried  on  the  home  farm  with  signal 
success,  devoting  its  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
to  general  farming. 

The  following  is  the  genealogy  of  the  Wheeler 
family,  to  Whitinghani  to  establish  the  home,  adn 
as  the  writer  of  this  article  has  been  able  to  tract- 
die  several  families,  it  seems  that  Deliverance 
Wheeler  (2)  married  and  came,  the  first  of  the 
family,  to  Whittingham  to  establish  the  home,  and 
was  then  joined  by  his  parents,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, as  all  the  others  married  residents  of  Whit- 
inghani. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  daughters, 
and  whom  they  married.  This  may  enable  some 
one  to  take  up  the  record  and  carry  it  on  to 
future  generations,  if  they  ever  care  to. 

Deliverance  Wheeler,  born  December  22, 
1749,  married  Elizabeth  Whitman,  of  Marlboro, 
Massachusetts.  She  was  born  May  21,  1750. 
They  had  nine  children,  as  follows  :  Folly,  Betsey, 
Susie,  Abigail ;  Sally,  Deliverance.  Zachariah, 
Daniel  and  John.  Folly  married  <  >ris  Pike:  Bet- 
sey married  Luther  Boyd  :  Susie  married  Robert 
Boyd ;  Abigail  married  Fber  Atherton ;  Sally 
married  Roswell  Pike  ;  and  all  settled  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Whitinghani,  Wilmington  and  Readsboro. 
Deliverance  Wheeler,  Jr.,  born  in  1775,  married 
Phebe  Salter,  and  came  to  Whitinghani  about  the 
year  1796  from  Bolton,  Massachusetts.  They 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  northwest  part 
of  the  town,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Dcerfield 
river,  and  built  up  a  permanent  home.  After  a 
time  he  built  the  larye  brick  house  now  occupied 
by  one  of  his  descendants.  Merton  O.  Wheeler. 
They  were  very  industrious  and  frugal,  and  in 
the  short  period  of  thirty-five  years  they  amassed 
a  large  property  for  those  days.  They  attended 
strictly  to  their  fanning,  owning  at  one  time  about 
forty  horses  and  a  great  many  cattle.  They  made 
butter  and  cheese  and  used  to  send  their  son  with 
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13,  1870;  Edwin  ihaddeus,  born  July  25,  1873; 
Fred  Torrence,  born  April  26,  1877.  Lillic  L., 
of  the  last  named  children,  married  Arthur  Alli- 
son Smith,  of  Halifax,  Vermont,  November  26, 
1885.  They  have  one  daughter,  Pearle  Chris- 
tine Smith,  born  July  10,  1888.  They  reside  on 
a  farm  in  Whitingham.  Fred  T.  Wheeler  mar- 
ried Ruby  Zilpha,  daughter  of  Johnson  M.  and 
Ruth  Howard  Matteson,  of  Shaftsbury,  Vermont, 
October  23,  1901.  They  reside  in  Readsboro, 
Vermont.  Emily  A.  married  Sherman  M.  Rob- 
inson, of  Wilmington,  Vermont,  November  13, 
1873.  She  died  April  28,  1891,  aged  fifty-nine 
years.  Evalina  C.  married  Roswell  Hyde  Stan- 
ley, of  Scarsburg,  Vermont,  May  14,  1865.  One 
daughter  was  born  to  them,  Eva  C,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Evalina  C.  died  April  3,  1883.  She 
had  a  bright  and  happy  disposition  and  was  dearly 
loved  by  those  around  her.  Thaddeus  E.  Wheeler 
married  Ircna  C.  Upton,  of  Whitingham,  March 
6,  1862.  She  died  September  28,  1872,  aged 
thirty  years.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  genial,  kind- 
hearted  man,  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  those  in  need  of  his  assistance.  He  died  of 
diphtheria,  then  an  epidemic  in  Readsboro,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  Ichabod  N.  mar- 
ried Lucinda,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  Staf- 
ford Pike,  September  12,  1866.  They  have  one 
one,  Leon  Norman,  born  October  26,  1872. 

Roxana  S.  died  February  4,  i860,  of  scarlet 
lever,  after  two  days'  illness,  at  the  age  of  til  teen 
}cars.  Possessing  an  unusually  amiable  disposi- 
tion, and  excelling  in  her  school  work,  she  was 
the  chcrislied  daughter  of  the  household,  and  her 
early  death  was  deeply  lamented. 

ROBERT  CARTMELL. 

Robert  <  artmell,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Green  Mountain  Pulp  Company, 
was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  on  the  24th 
of  July,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  Cartmell, 
who  was  born  near  Lake  Windermere,  in  the 
county  of  Westmoreland,  England.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Cart- 
nvell,  was  also  a  native  of  that  locality,  and  he 
was  for  many  years  a  government  official.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  his  lo- 
cality and  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  lived  retired.    His  brother  served  as  a 


general  during  the  Indian  mutiny.  Isaac  Cart- 
mell became  the  father  of  four  children,  but  only 
one  of  the  number  is  now  living,  Thcophilus,  who 
still  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Westmore- 
land county,  England. 

Robert  Cartmell,  the  father  of  him  whose 
name  introduces  this  review,  was  prepared  for  the 
ministry  at  Eaton  Hall,  and  he  subsequently  re- 
moved to  the  locality  where  our  subject  was 
born,  there  continuing  his  residence  for  thirty- 
five  years.  Removing  thence  to  Ulverstonc,  he- 
resided  there  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended 
in  death,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years.  For  his  wife  he  chose  Jane  Clark,  who 
was  born  in  Ambleside,  Westmoreland  county, 
England,  her  father,  Miles  Gark,  being  a  farmer 
of  that  town  until  his  death.  Her  mother,  who 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Sarah  J.  Braithwaite, 
was  also  born  in  Ambleside,  and  they  had  six 
children,  two  of  whom  still  survive, — Anthony, 
of  Ambleside,  and  Lindale.  The  mother  of  these 
children  passed  away  in  death  at  the  good  old 
age  of  ninety  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Cart- 
mell became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
four  still  survive,  namely:  Isaac,  a  resident  of 
Sherbrooke,  Canada;  John,  of  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land; Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Rout  ledge,  of  Eaton,  Canada ;  and  Robert,  the 
subject  of  this  review.  The  mother  survived 
until  eighty-four  years  of  age,  when  she  joined 
her  husband  in  the  spirit  world.  The  family 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
church. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  KoU-rt 
Cartmell,  of  this  review,  received  his  elementary 
education,  and  he  was  later  prepared  for  col- 
lege in  a  higher  educational  institution.  Hi. Ming- 
adieu  to  home  and  native  land  at  the  a«e  of 
seventeen  years,  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  Canada, 
where  he  remained  until  hie  twentieth  year,  com- 
ing thence  to  the  Green  Mountain  state,  where 
for  the  following  year  he  was  engaged  in  sur- 
veying at  Saint  Johnsburv.  He  then  embarl>8d 
in  the  pulp  business  in  East  liarnet,  Vermont, 
being  first  employed  in  sawing  luml>cr  and  later 
in  buying  and  selling  the  timber.  He  subse- 
quently became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bancroft. 
Cartmell  &  Company,  pulp  makers,  but  two 
years  later  he  sold  his  interest  therein  an. I  re- 
moved to  Bellows  Falls,  where  he  was  connected 
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with  the  Fall  Mountain  Paper  Company,  serv- 
ing for  sixteen  months  as  superintendent  of  its 
two  mills.  Mr.  Cartmcll  then  become  a  resident 
of  Middlebury,  where  with  others  he  formed  the 
Green  Mountain  Pulp  Company  and  purchased 
the  water  privileges  on  the  lower  falls.  They 
manufactured  their  own  machinery.  For  one 
year  Mr.  Cartmell  had  an  interest  in  the  Bcldens 
Falls  Fulp  mills,  and  during  that  time  he  built 
the  mill  which  he  now  operates,  while  in  1882 
he  erected  the  millls  at  Huntington  Falls  and 
Weybridgc,  both  of  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
ducted. Their  output  is  sixty-five  tons  daily,  and 
they  furnish  employment  to  seventy-five  skilled 
operators.  The  company  owns  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  cuts  most  of  its  own  logs.  In  addition 
to  his  connection  with  this  extensive  concern 
Mr.  Cartmcll  is  also  a  director  in  the  Middle- 
bury  National  Bank  and  a  director  in  the  Inter- 
national Mining  Company,  of  Nova  Scotia.  He 
is  also  interested  in  the  Addison  House,  which  he 
assisted  in  refitting  throughout,  and  is  an  ex- 
tensive shipper  of  merino  sheq>,  cattle  and  mules 
to  Africa,  South  America  and  Australia.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  he  has  reached  a  high  position 
in  the  business  world,  and  he  is  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  one  who  has  achieved  success  without 
paying  the  price  at  which  it  is  so  often  bought, 
for  his  prosjKrity  has  not  removed  him  further 
from  his  fellow  men  but  has  brought  him  into 
nearer  and  more  intimate  relations  with  them. 

Mr.  Cartmcll  was  first  married  in  1870. 
when  Jessie  H.  Gammtll  became  his  wife.  She 
was  l)orn  in  P>arnet,  Vermont,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Gammell,  who  for  many  years 
was  a  prominent  school  teacher,  but  in  1849  he 
joined  the  tide  of  emigration  to  California  and 
later  put  aside  the  active  cares  of  a  business  life 
and  lived  retired  until  his  death.  For  many  years 
he  held  the  ofnee  of  justice  of  (he  peace,  and  at 
White  River  Junction  he  assisted  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  Tyler  for  congress.  His  death  occurred 
at  the.  age  of  eighty -mx  years.  He  was  married 
to  Mary  F.  Mulligan,  and  they  had  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living,  Jessie  II.,  the 
youngest.  Incoming  the  wife  of  our  subject.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  when  young.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Cartmell  chose  Mrs.  Lucy 
F.  Slade,  a  native  daughter  of  Middlebury.  He- 
gives  his  political  Mipport  to  the  Republican 


party,  and  in  1S98  and  1890.  he  served  as  repre- 
sentative of  Middlebury  in  the  legislature.  In 
1902  he  was  elected  to  represent  Addison  county 
in  the  state  senate,  and  is  a  member  <<f  the  com- 
mittees on  railroads  and  banks,  and  chairman  of 
the  commitle  on  manufactures.  He  was  ;ilso  a 
member  of  the  special  committee  to  report  an 
amendment  giving  the  railroad  commission 
power  to  enforce  its  regulations.  For  two  terms 
he  was  chairman  of  the  village  trustees  of  Mid- 
dlebury. In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
the  family  is  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
church. 

HON.  EDWARD  TITUS. 

Hon.  Edward  Titus,  of  Wilmington,  Vermont, 
was  born  October  25,  1833,  a  son  of  Alonzo  and 
Mary  Titus.  William  Titus,  grandfather  of  Ed- 
ward Titus,  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Wilmington.  Vermont,  be- 
ing one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  section  of  the 
state.  He  cleared  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Maplchurst.  where  he  erected  a  number  of  build- 
ings, and  resided  there  for  some  time.  Later  he 
removed  to  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  an  I 
remained  there  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town, 
and  he  was  elected  to  fill  all  the  local  offices. 
He  also  took  an  active  interest  in.  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
married  Miss  Althea  Forbes,  who  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  Their  children  were  William, 
Arnold,  Mary  M„  Alfred,  Althea,  Leander,  Al- 
incron  and  Alonzo.  Mrs.  Titus  died  in  1850, 
aged  eighty  years.  Alonzo  Titus,  father  of  Ed- 
ward Titus,  was  also  born  in  Wilmington,  Ver- 
mont, where  his  childhood  was  spent  on  the  old 
homestead,  known  as  "Maplchurst."  He  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  later 
assisted  his  father  in  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  jxilitics 
of  the  town,  having  served  as  selectman  for  a 
number  of  years,  besides  filling  the  other  local 
offices.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Vermont,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Miller,  one  of  the  pioneers  from 
Massachusetts,  who  settled  in  Vermont  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.    Mr.  Miller  died  at  the  age 
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of  seventy-eight  years,  and  h is  wife,  Lucy  Con- 
tort, born  in  Massachusetts,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  They  reared  a  large  family  of 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titus  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely :  Edward,  Leander,  Will- 
iam. Henta,  Ada  I.  and  Delancy  Titus.  Mrs. 
Titus  died  in  1896,  aged  eighty  years. 

Edward  Titus,  eldest  son  of  Alonzo  and  Mary 
Titus,  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  this  was  later  supplemented  by  a 
regular  course  of  study  at  the  Wilmington  high 
school.  After  his  graduation  he  taught  school 
for  a  number  of  terms,  meeting  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  wooden  ware,  and  he  conducted  this 
business  successfully  for  over  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  Titus  was  elected  to  die  office  of  justice 
01"  the  peace  in  1869,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
the  principal  trial  justice.  There  were  many  im- 
portant and  difficult  cases  brought  before  him,  but 
his  decisions  were  always  fair,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  the  facts  in  the  case.  He  was 
elected  to  serve  as  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
convention,  also  to  the  statd  convention.  He 
served  in  the  various  town  offices,  such  as  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  which  he  held  for  some  years, 
selectman,  being  chairman  of  the  committee, 
which  he  served  for  fifteen  years,  and  school  di- 
rector. .1  position  he  held  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1K02  he  was  elected  assistant  judge  of  tbe 
Windham  county  court,  the  duties  of  which  he 
discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his 
associates.  He  was  connected  with  the  Wilming- 
ton Savings  Bank  for  many  years,  being  vice 
president  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  18,  1902. 

Mr.  Titus  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  Hills,  born  in  Wilmington,  Vermont,  the 
adopted  daughter  of  David  and  Harriet  (Raime- 
nt) Bills.  They  have  one  son,  Frank  Edward, 
Ixirn  in  Wilmington,  Vermont,  in  1864.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  and  select  schools,  and 
Inter  attended  the  high  school.  He  then  entered 
into  business  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  with  an 
niicle,  and  remained  there  for  some  years.  In 
ify-l  he  purchased  his  uncle's  interest,  and  con- 
tinued to  manage  the  business  alone  until  1805. 
w  hen  he  disposed  of  it  and  returned  to  Wilming- 
ton, making  his  home  with  his  father.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Dolly  Warner,  born  in  Metamora.  In- 


diana, and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them: 
Lee  Frank  and  Ralph  Edward,  who  are  living, 
the  other  child  having  died  at  the  age  of  three 

years. 

EDWIN  LEVI  NICHOLS. 

E.  L.  Nichols  is  so  closely  associated  with 
mercantile  interests  in  Bennington  that  he  needs 
no  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 
He  is  widely  known  throughout  this  portion  of 
the  state,  and  has  an  extensive  business,  which 
indicates  that  his  life  has  been  a  busy  and  useful 
one,  for  he  started  out  for  himself  without  capi- 
tal. He  was  born  in  Pownal,  V  ermont,  January 
3,  1828.  His  father,  Levi  Nichols,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  in  pioneer  days  took  up  his  abode 
in  Pownal,  where  he  followed  farming  until  1844, 
when  he  came  to  Bennington.  Here  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  and  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  He 
married  Maria  Paddock,  who  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington, and  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  church,  of 
which  she  was  a  devoted  and  loyal  member.  In 
their  family  were  live  children,  of  whom  three 
are  still  living:  E.  L. ;  Mrs.  11.  Hopkins  Har- 
wood,  a  resident  of  Bennington  Center ;  and  Miss 
Martha  E.  Nichols,  who  lives  with  her  sister. 

Edwin  Levi  Nichols  spent  the  first  sixteen 
years  of  his  life  in  Pownal,  and  then  came  to 
Bennington  with  his  parents.  The  common  schools 
afforded  him  his  educational  privileges,  and  he 
remained  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  father 
unlil  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
working  by  the  month,  being  thus  employed  until 
the  time  of  his  marriage.  With  the  capital  he 
had  acquired  through  his  own  efforts,  he  estab- 
lished a  confectionery  house  and  restaurant  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Cady  &  Nichols.  For  two 
years  he  carried  on  that  business,  and  then  sold 
his  interest  and  established  a  dry-goods  store 
on  a  small  scale.  For  five  years  he  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  that  store,  and  then  purchased  a  lot, 
on  which  he  erected  his  present  business  block, 
a  double  store  building,  three  stories  in  height. 
After  ten  years  he  rented  one-half  of  the  store, 
but  in  a  few  years  again  became  the  occupant  of 
the  entire  building.    Mr.  Nichols  is  the  third 


Digitized  by  Google 


112 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


oldest  merchant  of  Bennington.  He  is  ably  as- 
sisted by  his  wife  and  her  sister.  He  carries 
a  fine  stock,  and  is  doing  an  extensive  business, 
his  patronage  steadily  increasing. 

On  October  19,  1869,  Mr.  Nichols  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ada  Hutchinson,  who  was  born 
in  Burlington.  Her  great-grandfather,  Stephen 
Hopkins,  was  a  signer  of  the  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Henry  Collins,  her  grandfather,  re- 
sided at  Essex,  Vermont,  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  whither  he  came  from  Lebanon,  New 
Hampshire.  He  was  a  fanner  by  occupation, 
and  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  his  death  occurring 
October  16,  1875.  He  was  married  March  7, 
1797,  to  Martha  Aldrich;  the  Aldrich  family 
dates  back  in  America  to  the  time  when  the  May- 
flower landed  its  passengers  on  Plymouth  Kock. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  three  daughters,  all 
now  deceased ;  Mahala,  who  died  in  i860,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two;  Frances,  who  died  March  5, 
1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five;  and  Emily,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  E.  L.  Nichols.  The  grandfather 
was  married  the  second  time,  December  8,  l8tl, 
to  Polly  Webb,  and  this  wife 'died  August  30, 
1866,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

William  Hutchinson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Nich- 
ols, was  born  in  Whitehall,  New  York.  He  was 
a  lumber  merchant,  and  spent  much  of  his  life  in 
Burlington,  Vermont,  but  afterward  removed  to 
Winooski,  Giittcnden  county,  where  he  built  a 
large  house,  that  is  now  occupied  by  A.  O.  Hood. 
There  he  spent  his  last  years,  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  his  remains  now 
lie  at  Greenmount  cemetery,  in  the  lot  adjacent 
to  the  burial  place  of  Ethan  Allen.  It  was  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Nichols  whose 
services  were  sought  when  he  was  an  invalid, 
to  locate  the  spot  where  Ethan  .Mien  was  buried, 
that  there  might  be  no  mistake  in  the  placing  of 
a  monument  to  that  famous  Revolutionary  hero. 
William  Hutchinson's  wife,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tcmlxT  13,  1805,  died  July  6,  1S89.  in  the  fam- 
ily were  live  children,  but  only  two  are  now  living, 
Mrs.  Nichols  and  her  sister  Eugenie,  who  lives 
with  her.  All  were  at  one  time  students  in  the 
Corners  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  Burlington, 
Vermont.  The  j>arents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Ppiscojial  church. 

.Mrs.  Nichols  came  to  Bennington  in  1865,  and 
cilice  her  marriage  has  largely  assisted  in  the 


conduct  of  the  store,  having  done  the  buying  for 
the  various  departments  since  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nichols  have  one  son,  Lester,  who  has  passed 
through  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Ben- 
nington and  is  now  a  student  in  the  Brown  Uni- 
versity, where  he  is  pursuing  a  sjwcial  medical 
course  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  car, 
nose  and  throat.  Mrs.  Nichols  belongs  to  the 
Women's  Christian  Association,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  its  work.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nich- 
ols are  helpful  and  devoted  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  deacon. 
As  a  business  man  he  has  been  conspicuous 
among  his  associates,  not  only  for  his  success, 
but  for  his  probity,  fairness  and  honorable  meth- 
ods. In  everything  he  has  been  eminently  prac- 
tical, and  is  enjoying  a  handsome  competence  a* 
the  reward  of  his  well  directed  labors. 

GEORGE  WARREN"  PIERCE. 

George  Warren  Pierce,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Brattleboro,  Vermont,  was  -bom  in  Westminster, 
V  ermont,  December  3,  1854,  a  son  of  the  late  Na- 
than G.  and  Roxana  (Keach)  Pierce.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  genealogy  of  Mr.  Pierce's  family  as 
far  as  known:  Nathan  Pierce,  born  and  died  in 
New  Hampshire ;  his  children  were  Moses,  who 
died  in  Stillwater,  New  York ;  Nathan,  who  died 
in  Charleston,  South  Carolina ;  James,  who  died 
in  Schaghticoke,  New  York ;  Jonathan,  who  died 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts;  John  who  died  in  the 
kittle  of-  Plattsburg,  New  York,  in  the  war  of 
1812;  Ebcntzer,  who  died  in  the  same  battle; 
Asa,  no  record  of  where  he  died ;  Asaph,  no  rec- 
ord of  his  decease:  Samuel,  who  died  in  Stod- 
dard, New  Hampshire ;  Rebecca.,  who  died  in 
Stoddard,  New  Hampshire;  Sally  and  Cynthia 
also  died  in  the  same  town. 

Moses  Pierce,  eldest  son  of  Nathan  Pierce, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Arvilla  Pierce, 
and  her  ancestors  were  Anthony  Pierce,  Royal 
Pierce  and  Ebeue/.er  Pierce;  Ehenczer's  children 
being  Reuben,  Roswell,  Ruins,  Royal  I,  Anna  and 
Millicent  Pierce.  Reuben  Pierce,  who  died  in 
Westminster.  Vermont,  aged  ninety-four,  eldest 
son  of  Ebciiezer  Pierce,  married  Miss  Arvilla 
Gilson,  daughter  of  Zachariah  Gilson,  and  their 
children  were:  Arvilla.  Reuben,  Ebcnczcr,  Anna, 
Holland  and  Morris  Pierce.  The  last  named  died 
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in  March,  1903,  aged  ninety  years.  The  children 
of  Zachariah  GiUon.  father  of  Mrs.  Reuben 
Pierce,  were:  Zachariah,  Benjamin,  Michael,  Ar- 
villa,  Lewis,  Luceha  and  three  other  daughters. 

Ebenezer  Pierce,  sou  of  Reuben  Pierce,  par- 
ticipated as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  shot  by  a  Tory  disguised  in  the  dress  of 
an  Indian,  who  proved  to  be  one  of  his  nearest 
neighbors. 

Zachariah  Gilson.  father  of  Mrs.  Reuben 
Pierce,  had  two  brothers,  Michael  and  Jacob  Gil- 
son.  The  former  named  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Westminster.  Vermont,  where  he  passed 
through  many  hardships  and  perilous  adventures. 
Several  times  he  was  saved  from  being  captured 
by  the  Indians  by  the  timely  warning  of  his  dog. 
He  was  a  large  landowner  in  the  town,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

The   children   horn   to   Moses  and  Arvilla 
( Pierce)  Pierce  were :  Nathan  Gilson  Pierce,  born 
in  Westminster.  Vermont.  August  19,  181 1,  died 
January  8,  188X ;  and  Arvilla  Pierce,  born  in  1815 
and  died  May  21,  1840. 

Nathan  Gilson  Pierce,  son  of  Moses  and  Ar- 
villa Pierce,  was  a  prominent  agriculturist  of  the 
state  of  Vermont.    He  was  the  originator  of  two 
varieties  of  seed  corn,  the  Columbia  eight-rowed 
and  the  Canada  twelve-rowed.    Of  the  latter  va- 
riety he  raised  on  one  acre  of  land  one  hundred 
and    thirtv-two  bushels  and   twenty  quarts  of 
shelled  corn  and  took  the  first  prize  at  the  Wind- 
bam  County  Fair.   A  sworn  committee  measured 
the  land,  harvested  and  measured  the  crop  and 
reported  the  same  to  the  officials  of  the  fair.  Mr. 
Pierce  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife  having 
been  Miss  Melissa  Reach,  who  was  born  in  1817. 
daughter  of  Seba  Reach,  who  was  l>orn  February 
26,  1789.    Seba  Reach  married  Miss  Adelia  Hunt, 
who  was  born  in  Littleton,  New  Hampshire.  May 
24.  i/Q<>:  his  <leath  occurred  January  9,  1852.  and 
his  wife  died  February  18,  1854.   Their  children 
were:  Laura,  born  February  26,  1812:  Willard, 
lK">rn  March  19.  1813:  Lewis,  born  January  21, 
1816;  Melissa,  born  August  2f,  1817;  Lepha, 
l>orn  January  2.  1819:  Betsey,  born  April  12, 
1820;  Roxana.  born  February  t6.  1823:  Orrin, 
born   November  18,  1824 :  Carleton  R..  Imrn 
August      15.     1827:     William,     born  April 
T2.       1829;      Delia.      born      December  3. 
1830:   Abigail,  lmrn  June   15.   1834:  Adeline, 

8  X 


born  December  2t,  1836;  Jane  F.,  born  Septem- 
ber 9,  1838;  and  John  Reach,  born  December  b, 
1840.  The  above  named  children  were  all  born  in 
St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  with  the  exception  of 
John,  who  was  born  in  Westminster,  Vermont. 
All  of  the  above  named  Reach  family  are  de- 
ceased. Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nathan  Gilson  Pierce:  Hart  Benton,  born  in 
1835  and  died  in  1900;  Helen  Marr,  born  in  1838 
and  died  in  1843;  and  Milton,  bom  in  1840  and 
died  at  Camp  Griffin,  Virginia,  November  15, 
1861,  during  the  progress  of  the  Civil  war.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1843,  a°d  ^'r- 
Pierce  chose  for  his  second  wife  Roxana  Reach, 
born  in  1823,  died  in  1890,  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
and  the  follow  ing  named  children  were  born  to 
them:  Edwin  K.,  born  November  2.  1850; 
George  W  '.,  born  December  3,  1854;  an  infant 
•laughter  Ella,  who  died  December  8.  1852,  aged 
four  months  and  three  days ;  Lilla  Jane,  born  in 
i86t,  died  August  28,  1876.  and  Willard  II. 
Pierce,  born  November  21,  1864. 

Edwin  R.  Pierce,  now  a  resident  of  Palmer, 
Massachusetts,  resided  with  his  father  until  his 
twenty-first  year,  when  he  went  to  Hnlyokc.  Mas- 
sachusetts. There  he  took  a  position  in  the  cm- 
ploy  of  the  Whiting  Paper  Company,  in  two  years 
working  up  to  the  position  of  department  over- 
seer. He  remained  in  the  employ  of  this  com- 
pany fifteen  years.  He  represented  want  third  in 
the  city  council  for  two  years,  and  during  that 
time  introduced  an  order  to  put  in  a  fire  alarm 
telegraph  system.  He  was  made  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  performed  this  work,  and  at  its 
completion  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
system. 

From  Ilolyoke  he  went  to  Swampscott,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  engaged  in  the  organization 
of  the  New  England  Oxygen  Company,  dealers 
in  spring  water.  The  comj»any  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Maine,  and  Mr. 
Pierce  acted  as  general  manager  for  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est in  the  company,  and  purchased  the  Converse 
House  in  Palmer,  Massachusetts.  At  the  end  of 
two  and  a  half  years  he  sold  the  hotel  and  went 
abroad,  spending  several  months  in  visiting  the 
principal  countries  of  Europe.  lie  made  a  study 
at  this  time  of  the  various  plans  of  hotel  manage- 
ment in  foreign  countries.    Ipon  his  return  he 
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purchased  the  Converse  House,  which  he  still  re- 
tains. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  an  active  member  of  the  Palmer 
Republican  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  Roswcll 
Lee  Ijodge  of  Masons  and  Springfield  Command- 
cry,  and  of  Hampden  Chapter  and  Washington 
Council  in  Palmer,  holding  the  office  of  C.  of  C. 
in  the  council.  Is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  lie  is  also  a  member  of  several  Spring- 
field social  organizations,  among  them  the  "Kainp 
Komfort  Kluh"  and  the  Masonic  Social  Club.  He 
is  interested  in  town  affairs,  and  is  ajways  ready 
to  aid  in  public  enterprise.  1  le  was  married  in 
Holvoke,  Massachusetts,  DcccihIht  21,  1874,  to 
Elizabeth  A.  Hutchinson,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont.   He  has  no  children. 

Willard  H.  Pifrce  is  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  common  schools  and  at  Vermont 
Academy  at  Saxton's  River,  Vermont.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  medical  department  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont.  He  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  soon  gained  a  reputation  for  skill  in  surgery. 
He  was  the  first  physician  in  Franklin  county, 
Massachusetts,  to  perform  the  operation  known  as 
laparotomy.  He  has  j>er formed  many  difficult  and 
dangerous  operations  since  that  have  brought 
him  into  prominent  notice  in  the  medical  frater- 
nity as  well  as  l>efore  the  general  public.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  .Medical  Society, 
the  Franklin  District  Medical  Society  and  the 
Connecticut  Valley  Association.  He  is  a  con- 
tributor to  the  various  medical  journals  of  the 
country.  He  is  an  advanced  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  belonging  to  the  Greenfield  Com- 
mandery  of  Knight  Templar. 

On  September  7,  18X8,  he  married  Nellie  May 
Gray,  of  Bernardston,  Massachusetts.  Of  this 
union  three  children  have  been  liorn,  namely : 
Roxy,  Frank  and  Esther.  Row  is  the  only  child 
now  living,  Frank  and  Ksthcr  dying  at  an  early 
ape.  Mrs.  Pierce  is  a  daughter  of  Ormatuio  and 
Roxcena  (Arnold)  Gray,  of  Bernardston.  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  Gray  being  the  well  known  map 
?nd  atlas  publisher. 

Gkorgf.  VYakrex  I'ikiu  k.  second  son  horn  to 
and  Roxana  Fierce,  acquired  his 
e  common  and  private  schools  of 
and  roided  with  his  father  on  the 


farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  employment 
of  the  Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Brattle- 
boro,  now  the  Brattleboro  Retreat.  Mr.  Pierce 
served  for  eight  years  as  supervisor  of  the  male 
department  of  this  institution,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  was  appointed  to  act  in  the 
capacity  of  manager  of  the  farm,  a  position  which 
he  still  retains.  His  name  has  been  prominent  in 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  town  and  state, 
and  in  1892  Governor  Levi  K.  Fuller  appointed 
him  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  agriculture. 
He  was  appointed  in  1897,  by  Governor  Josiah 
Grout,  as  commissioner  to  the  Tennessee  Centen- 
nial Exposttion,  and  in  1899  Governor  Edward  C. 
Smith  appointed  him  a  delegate  to  the  Farmers' 
National  Congress  held  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts. Mr.  Pierce  served  as  secretary  of  the  Ver- 
mont Dairyman's  Association  for  six  years,  and 
officiated  as  their  president  for  one  year ;  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  second  term,  but  declined  to 
act.  Fur  several  years  he  acted  as  first  vice  presi- 
dent and  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Valley  Fair,  which  was  held  at  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  and  in  1903  he  was  elected  to  succeed 
the  late  Colonel  George  W.  Hooker  as  president 
of  that  association.  He  was  also  one  of  the  three 
commissioners  elected  by  the  town  of  Brattleboro, 
in  1902,  to  erect  the  new  stock  bridge  across  the 
Connecticut  river,  connecting  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, with  Hinsdale.  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Pierce  has  always  declined  to  become  a 
candidate  for  public  office,  although  his  name  has 
l>een  offered  to  fill  the  |>osition  of  town  repre- 
sentative, but  in  a  quiet  and  earnest  way  he  has 
always  supported  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  measures 
and  policies  which  it  advocates.  Mr.  Pierce  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  Grange,  be- 
ing a  member  for  twenty-six  years  and  serving  for 
three  years  as  master  of  Protective  Grange,  of 
Brattleboro,  Vermont.  During  this  period  of 
time  one  hundred  anil  seventy-six  members  have 
been  added  to  the  order.  He  has  also  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  lecturer  and  overseer  in  the  state 
Grange.  He  is  one  of  the  associate  editors  of 
the  AV:t»  England  larmcr  and  Grange  Horses, 
the  oldest  farm  papers  in  New  England.  Mr. 
Pierce  is  a  member  of  Brattleboro  Lodge  No. 
102.  F.  A.  M. ;  Fort  Dummcr  Chapter  No.  12, 
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K.  A.  M.;  Connecticut  Valley  Council  No.  16; 
and  P.eausant  Commandery  No.  7,  K.  T. ;  and 
Mount  Sinai  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  an 
earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  First  Uni- 
versalist  Society  of  Brattleboro,  and  has  served 
011  the  board  of  trustees,  and  in  other  capacities. 

In  1885  Mr.  Pierce  was  united  in  marriage 
10  Miss  Ida  M.  Weed,  daughter  of  Alvah  and 
Sylvia  Weed,  of  Saratoga,  New  York,  and  the 
following  named  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Milton  Weed,  born  March  2,  1886;  George  Ed- 
win, born  August  7,  1887;  Frederick  William, 
born  July  10,  1889,  Weed  Keach,  born  January 
0.  1891,  Helen  Margaret,  born  October  15,  1895; 
and  Nathan  Gilson  Pierce,  born  March  23,  1898. 

Cl'RTIS  J.  PATTRIDGE. 

Curtis  J.  Pattridge,  of  South  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, a  son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  Pattridge, 
was  lioni  April  16,  1823,  in  Burlington.  Joseph 
Pattridge,  grandfather  of  Curtis  J.  Pattridge, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Warren, 
a  sister  of  Oneral  Warren,  who  gained  consider- 
able fame  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  John 
W.  Pattridge,  father  of  Curtis  J.  Pattridge,  was 
born  in  Chesterfield,  New  Hampshire,  in  1782, 
where  he  spent  his  childhood  days  and  received 
his  education.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Lincoln, 
March  4.  1807.  They  removed  to  Peacham,  Ver- 
mont, and  in  181 1  settled  in  Burlington,  and  re- 
sided in  a  log  house  near  the  Shelburne  boundary 
line.  Mr.  Pattridge  worked  for  some  years  in 
a  sawmill  in  Winooski.  and  in  1814  he  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  his  son  now  resides;  also  a 
sawmill  on  Lewis  creek,  which  he  operated  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Pattridge  was  an  energetic, 
industrious  man,  for,  in  addition  to  his  labors 
in  the  mill,  he  cleared  his  large  farm,  and  when 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy-three  years 
lie  was  strong  enough  to  cut  seventy  cords  of 
beech  and  maple  wood. 

Mr.  Pattritlge  was  a  memlxr  of  a  military 
company  named  the  '"Troop."  They  wore  a  fine 
uniform,  part  of  which  consisted  of  a  red  broad- 
cloth coat,  ;ind  the  trappings  for  their  horses 
were  in  keeping  with  the  uniforms.  His  sword 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  great-grandson, 
who  prizes  it  very  highly.  The  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them:    Adeline,  wife  of 


Ira  Nash:  Cemira,  wife  of  Seth  Morse;  Ora; 
John  Warner ;  George  J. ;  and  Curtis  J.  Pattridge. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  February  12, 
1865. 

Curtis  J.  Pattridge,  youngest  child  and  only 
survivor  of  the  children  born  to  John  W.  and 
Mary  Pattridge,  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  school 
of  the  town.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  December  11,  1844, 
to  Miss  Helen  M.  Pierson,  a  daughter  of  Uzal 
and  Polly  (Smith)  Pierson.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Mary  E.,  born  November 
4,  1845,  married  A.  L.  Inman,  and  their  three 
children  are  Curtis,  Grace  E.  and  John  A.  In- 
man ;  Hanson  C,  born  December  24,  1847;  Frank 
S.,  born  January  29,  1850;  Fanny,  whe  died  in 
childhood;  George  P.,  born  December  6,  1852, 
married  Miss  Anna  Miller,  and  their  four  chil- 
dren are  Mary  E.,  Hanson  J.,  Blanche  M.  and 
Martha  M.;  Clara  H.,  born  April  26,  i860,  is 
the  widow  of  Henry  L.  Read,  and  their  three 
children  are  Edward  H.,  William  I.  and  Helen 
M.  Read.  Mrs.  Pattridge  died  July  14,  1896, 
after  having  spent  fifty-two  years  of  happy  mar- 
ried life,  and  occupied  the  same  room  in  the 
old  homestead.  Mr.  Pattridge  built  the  present 
house  in  1845.  Mr.  Pattridge  has  been  a  farmer 
and  dairyman.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  this  section  of  the 
state. 

EDWARD  WHITCOMB  FREEMAN. 

Edward  Whitcomb  Freeman,  the  leading 
pharmacist  of  Richmond.  Vermont,  was  bom  in 
Colchester,  Vermont,  July  8,  1862,  a  son  of 
W  illiam  Seymour  and  Amanda  Freeman.  Will- 
iam Seymour  Freeman,  father  of  Edward  Whit- 
comb Freeman,  was  born  in  Tolland,  Connecti- 
cut, February  29,  1820.  He  attended  th<-  com- 
mon school  in  his  native  town,  and  when  he  had 
attained  young  manhood,  he  removed,  to  Ver- 
mont, and  was  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
selling  jewelry.  Subsequently  lie  located  in  Rich- 
mond, Vermont,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  and 
for  the  balance  of  his  life  was  employed  in  pro- 
ducing a  general  line  of  garden  truck.  Mr.  Free- 
man was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda 
Maria  Whitcomb,  of  Richmond,  Vermont.  Five 
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children  were  born  to  them :  Emory  Levi,  now  a 
resident  of  Richmond;  Frank  Freemont,  also  of 
Richmond ;  Willie  Dewitt,  who  died  iu  childhood ; 
Edward  VVhitcomb  and  Willie  Marshall,  who  also 
died  in  childhood.  Mr.  Freeman  was  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  lilled  several  local  offices.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  .Masonic  order. 
He  died  August  4,  1901,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1887. 

Edward  Whitcomb  Freeman,  son  of  William 
Seymour  and  Amanda  Freeman,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  Goddard  Seminary;  sub- 
sequently he  attended  the  Burlington  Business 
College,  where  he  received  a  thorough  course  of 
study  to  fit  him  for  mercantile  life.  His  first 
venture  in  the  business  world  was  in  the  capacity 
of  a  clerk  in  mercantile  business,  and  on  Jan- 
uary I,  1886,  he  established  a  drug  store  in  Rich- 
mond, Vermont,  which  he  has  conducted  very 
successfully  ever  since.  He  always  keeps  a  well 
supplied  stock  of  fresh,  reliable  drugs,  and  the 
courteous  and  prompt  attention  which  his  cus- 
tomers receive  has  made  his  store  the  most  popu- 
lar one  in  the  town.  Mr.  Freeman  improves  op- 
portunities as  Uiey  present  themselves,  and  whin 
they  do  not  come  he  makes  them.  His  energy  and 
perseverance  are  most  commendable,  and  they 
have  been  salient  features  in  his  prosperity.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Freeman  is  a  Republican,  and  al- 
though he  docs  not  take  any  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, yet  he  is  always  interested  in  the  success 
of  his  party. 

Mr.  Freeman  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
North  Star  Lodge  No.  12,  Waterbury  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Burlington  Commander)',  K.  T. 
In  1885  Mr.  Freeman  married  Miss  Maroa  Hor- 
tense  Wallstonc,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Maria 
(Lee)  Wallstone,  of  Williston,  Vermont.  They 
have  one  son.  Earl  Twing  Freeman,  who  was 
born  in  April.  1886. 

WILLIS  CLAYTON  BELKNAP. 

Willis  Clayton  Belknap,  the  enterprising  and 
successful  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Bellows 
Falls  Times,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  Ver- 
mont, April  7.  1866.  Joseph  Belknap,  grand- 
father of  Willis  C.  Belknap,  was  a  prominent 
resident  of  Berlin.  Vermont,  where  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 


farming.  lie  married  Miss  Abigail  House, 
niece  of  Captain  Israel  House,  one  of  the  wealthy 
land  owners  of  the  town  of  Berlin  and  who  erect- 
ed the  first  brick  residence  there,  which  struct- 
ure is  still  standing  ( 1903).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Belknap  became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children. 
Mr.  Belknap  died  July  25,  1840,  his  wife,  March 
5,  i860;  their  remains  are  interred  in  the  old 
East  Street  burying  ground. 

John  Quincy  Adams  Belknap,  father  of  Willis 
C.  Belknap,  was  bom  in  Williamstown,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  October  31,  1834.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  village  school  and  sub- 
sequently was  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  He  was  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
town  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  matters  that 
pertained  to  its  welfare  and  advancement.  He 
was  a  faithful  and  zealous  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  of  Berlin.  He  married 
Miss  Susan  A.  Richardson,  daughter  of  Ly sandcr 
Richardson,  and  two  sons  and  three  daughters 
were  born  to  them :  Willis  Clayton  Belknap : 
Delia  May,  wife  of  F.  H.  Nichols,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Barre,  Vermont ;  Ida  N.,  wife  of  Jason 
K.  Martin,  a  successful  farmer  of  Williamstown, 
Vermont,  and  they  have  two  children,  Gladys  and 
Marian;  Charles  B.  Belknap,  a  farmer  of  Berlin, 
Vermont ;  and  Bessie  M.,  wife  of  Dean  K.  Lillie, 
a  stone-cutter  of  Montpelicr,  Vermont.  Mr.  John 
Q.  A.  Belknap  died  October  15.  1897,  at  the  agt 
of  sixty-three  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
July  17,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fortv-cight  vears. 

Willis  Clayton  Belknap,  eldest  child  of  John 
Quincy  Adams  and  Susan  A.  Belknap,  spent  hi* 
boyhood  and  youth  on  his  father's  farm  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  the  village.  When 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years  be  en- 
tered the  Vermont  Methodist  Seminary  at  Mont- 
pelicr, and  was  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  of  that  instituution  with  the  class  of  18XN. 
During  one  y  ear  of  the  latter  period  he  served  as 
principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Berlin,  Vermont. 
In  the  fall  of  1S8X  he  became  a  student  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1892  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  was  an  excellent  debater,  and  was  an  editor 
on  the  Dartmouth  Literary  Monthly  during  hi- 
junior  and  senior  y  ears,  being  the  managing  edi- 
tor during  the  senior  year.  He  was  chosen  class 
president  for  commencement  and  has  been  re- 
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elected  to  that  office  at  all  class  reunions  held 
since.  During  his  collegiate  course  Mr.  Belknap 
taught  two  terms  of  school  and  in  other  ways 
earned  money  to  defray  his  expenses  at  college. 
In  the  early  part  of  his  senior  year  in  college  Mr. 
Belknap  registered  as  a  law  student  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  Frank  Plumlcy  in  Northfiekl,  Vermont, 
and  in  October,  1802,  matriculated  in  the  law 
school  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor, where  he  completed  a  two  years'  course  of 
study  in  one  year,  graduating  in  June,  1893,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  located  in  Giattanooga,  Tennessee,  was 
admitted  to  the  Chattanooga  liar  and  soon  after 
became  court  reporter  for  the  Chattamx>ga  Daily 
Times,  remaining  on  the  staff  of  that  paper  until 
the  spring  of  1895,  when  he  returned  to  Vermont, 
and  in  company  with  Lewis  P.  Thayer  purchased 
the  Bellows  Falls  Times,  the  only  paper  pub- 
lished in  Bellows  Falls  and  the  recognized  Re- 
publican organ  of  the  vicinity.  It  has  a  circula- 
tion of  upwards  of  three  thousand,  one  of  the  larg- 
est in  the  state  and  ranking  the  fifth  or  sixth  in 
point  of  weekly  circulation.  In  November,  1896. 
Mr.  Thayer  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  paper 
to  Mr.  Belknap,  who  is  now  the  sole  editor  and 
proprietor,  succeeding  A.  VV.  Emerson  as  edi- 
tor. Every  measure  and  movement  tending  to 
benefit  the  public  welfare  receives  his  endorse- 
ment and  support,  and  he  is  widely  recognized  as 
a  valued  and  progressive  citizen.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Grange.  He  is  a  member  and  vestryman  of  Im- 
manuel  Episcopal  church  of  Bellows  Falls.  Mr. 
Belknap  is  one  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Bellows  Falls  Trust  Company. 

On  April  6,  1898,  Mr.  Belknap  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Katie  May  Carpenter,  daughter 
of  Ward  B.  Carpenter,  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them :  Paul  Car- 
penter Belknap,  born  February  8.  1899 :  and  Caro- 
line May  Belknap,  born  April  7,  1902. 

MOSES  SHELDEN  WHITCOMB. 

Moses  Shelden  VVhitcomb,  a  prominent  and 
successful  agriculturist  and  manager  and  director 
of  the  Jonesville  Creamery,  of  Richmond,  Ver- 
mont, is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  VVhitcomb,  who 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts :  subsequently  he 


removed  to  Vermont  and  became  one  of  the  earli- 
est settlers  in  Essex,  and  died  there  at  the  age 
of  ninety-two  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ann  Stevens.  Uzziel  Stevens  VVhitcomb, 
father  of  Moses  Shelden  VVhitcomb,  was  born  in 
Richmond,  Vermont,  in  1816.  After  receiving 
an  education  in  the  district  school,  he  engaged 
in  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  pursued 
all  his  life  with  the  exception  of  five  years  and 
three  months.  Two  years  of  that  time  he  resided 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  the  balance  of  it 
was  spent  in  California  in  search  of  gold,  which 
at  that  time  was  thought  to  be  very  plentiful 
there;  he  was  one  of  the  "forty-niners."  He 
returned  the  first  time  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
Jericho,  and  lived  there  eight  years.  He  was  so 
impressed  with  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the 
scenery  that  he  made  another  trip  from  Jericho, 
Vermont,  to  the  Golden  state  in  1859.  He  was 
on  board  the  Ariel  when  that  ship  was  captured 
by  pirates.  He  returned  to  Jericho  and  farmed 
till  1864,  then  came  to  Richmond,  Vermont,  where 
he  purchased  a  large  farm  and  increased  the  size 
of  it  till  he  had  on»-  thousand  acres,  which  he 
conducted  till  selling  it  to  his  son,  Moses  Shelden. 
It  was  the  largest  farm  in  the  town.  Through 
industry,  perseverance  and  hard  work,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  cultivating  his  land,  so  that  it  yielded 
him  a  large  amount  of  profit.  He  was  prominent 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town,  serving  as  select- 
man for  .some  time ;  also  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature  for  three  years,  and  was  selected  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  state  senate  for  two 
years.  He  was  also  an  earnest  member  and  served 
as  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Rich- 
mond. Vermont. 

Mr,  VVhitcomb  married  Miss  Marilla  Shel- 
den, a  daughter  of  Moses  Shelden.  of  Calais. 
Vermont.  Six  children  were  born  to  them : 
Moses  Shelden.  special  subject  of  this  sketch : 
Icena  H..  Meroa  F.,  Jennie  A„  Mary  J.  and 
Hattie  VVhitcomb.  the  two  youngest  now  deceased. 
Jennie  A.  married  Parker  S.  Balch,  of  Richmond; 
Meroa  marircd  John  Mason,  of  Richmond;  Mary 
I.  resides  in  Lexington,  married  Dr.  M.  J.  Jacobs, 
now  deceased.  Mr.  VVhitcomb  died  in  August. 
1898,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  January,  1901. 

Moses  Shelden  VVhitcomb,  only  son  of 
Uzziel  Stevens  and  Marilla  I  Shelden )  VVhitcomb, 
was  lx>rn  in  Canada  Dcceml>cr  21.  1842.  coming 
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to  Underhill  in  childhood.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  then  became  a  student  at 
the  Williston  and  Underhill  academies,  where  lie 
received  an  excellent  education.  After  complet- 
ing his  studies  he  remained  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  was  employed  by  his  father  for  twenty- 
five  years,  working  by  the  year.  Subsequently 
he  purchased  the  farm,  which  consists  of  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  choice,  productive  land.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  dairy  products,  in  which  he 
has  achieved  marked  success,  being  known  as 
one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  that  section  of  the 
state,  keeping  one  hundred  and  fifty  cows. 

Mr.  Whitcomb  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
local  politics  for  many  years,  his  first  public  office 
being  that  of  selectman,  a  position  he  held  for 
three  years ;  he  also  served  as  lister  for  one 
year,  and  in  1902  was  elected  as  representative 
to  the  state  legislature.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Richmond,  Vermont, 
for  which  he  acts  in  the  capacity  of  deacon  and 
treasurer.  When  in  the  legislature  he  was  on 
the  committee  of  claims.  He  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Jonesville  creamery  and  has 
been  treasurer  and  director  since. 

In  September,  1887,  Mr.  Whitcomb  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lily  Green,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  B.  Green.  She  lived  only  a  few  months 
after  her  marriage,  her  death  occurred  the  fol- 
lowing spring  in  April.  In  November,  1897,  he 
married  Miss  Josie  Glen  Fuller,  a  daughter  of 
Josiah  Fuller,  of  Stocktown,  Vermont.  The 
following  named  children  have  been  born  to  them  : 
Sarah  Ann,  Uzziel  Sheldcn  and  Howard  Fuller 
Whitcomb. 

HALE  RIX  ROSE. 

Hale  R.  Rose,  late  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  Vermont,  May 
1,  1821.  He  was  reared  in  that  town  and  when 
quite  a  young  boy  he  removed  to  Halifax,  where 
part  of  his  time  was  spent  in  attending  school,  and 
the  balance  of  the  time  he  worked  upon  the  farm 
of  which  Mr.  Marsh  was  owner.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  was  employed  in  a  carriage  shop, 
where  he  became  very  familiar  with  the  use  of 
tools ;  he  remained  at  this  occupation  for  one 
year  and  a  half,  and  the  following  two  or  three 
3-ears  he  was  engaged  in  a  shop  devoted  to  the 


manufacture  of  sleighs.  Subsequently  he  looted 
in  Beardstown.  Illinois,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  pattern-making,  and  after  continuing  in 
this  line  of  work  for  two  years,  he  returned  to  the 
state  of  Vermont  and  settled  in  Brattlelx»ro,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  mechanic  for  several  years  : 
he  then  entered  the  Estey  Organ  factory,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  setting  up  machines  in  the 
early  history  of  that  business:  he  also  designed 
some  tools  for  the  use  of  the  company  and  so- 
valuable  did  his  services  prove  that  he  was  re- 
tained in  their  employ  for  most  of  the  period  of 
thirtv  years.  He  was  also  enjja^ed  lor  a  short 
space  of  time  in  the  construction  and  perfecting 


HALC  RIX  ROSE 


of  sewing  machines  and  as  an  adjuster,  which 
latter  occupation  he  followed  in  different  placCM. 
His  work  was  very  laborious  ami  therefore  very 
trying  to  his  health  and  strength,  and  having  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  competence.  Mr.  Knse 

retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life  fifteen  years. 
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prior  to  the  date  of  his  death,  November  21,  1901. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  individulity,  having 
a  strong  character,  a  public  spirit  and  broad- 
minded,  generous  principles. 

Mr.  Rose  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Cordelia  Bond,  and  one  child  was  born  to  them, 
whose  death  occurred  on  the  same  <lay  as  that 
of  its  mother.  Mr.  Rose  chose  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Mary  L.  Charter,  daughter  of  David 
and  Anna  (Gould)  Charter,  the  former  named  be- 
ing a  resident  of  Colerain,  Massachusetts,  whence 
he  removed  to  Marlboro,  Vermont,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  between  four  and  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  which  was  devoted  to  the  pro- 
duction of  a  general  line  of  garden  produce;  he 
was  also  a  successful  stock-dealer  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  substantial  men  in  that  section 
of  the  state.  He  married  Miss  Anna  Gould,  and 
six  children  were  born  to  them:  David  K., 
Sarah  A.,  Sylvester.  Mary  L.,  Eliza  and  George 
D.  Charter.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
November  29,  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Octolx.-r,  1885. 

Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rose:  Frank  H.,  who  is  employed  at  present  as 
a  salesman  on  the  road  for  the  firm  of  Valentine 
&  Company,  of  New  York ;  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Catherine  Carpenter  on  September 
12,  1888.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George  W. 
Carpenter,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Syracuse, 
New  York.  One  child  has  been  l)orn  of  this 
union,  Hale  F'rank  Rose.  The  second  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rose  was  Sarah  Jane,  who  is  un- 
married and  resutcs  at  home. 

• 

E.  B.  WHITING. 

E.  B.  Whiting,  a  prominent  journalist  and 
leading  business  man  of  St.  Albans,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  resided  for  so  many  years, 
was  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  families  of  Massachusetts. 
The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
was  Nathanacl  Whiting,  son  of  Xathanacl  and 
Hannah  W  hiting;.  He  was  born  in  England  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  joined  his  country- 
men in  the  new  world,  finding  a  home  in  the 
colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  He  married, 
whether  before  <r  after  his  emigration  is  not 


known.  Joanna  Gay,  March  29,  KY.4,  and  died  in 
Dedham,  Massachusetts. 

Jonathan  Whiting,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Joanna  (Gay)  Whiting,  was  born  October  9, 
1667,  and  married  December  13,  1689,  Rachel 
Thorp.  Jonathan  Whiting,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Rachel  (Thorp)  Whiting,  was  born  Novemlwr 
8,  1896,  and  married,  January  27.  1725,  Anna 
Bullard.  William  Whiting,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Anna  (Bullard)  Whiting,  was  born  January  ti, 
1726,  and  married,  April  11,  1754.  Hannah  Ellis. 
Enoch  Whiting,  son  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Ellis)  Whiting,  was  bom  July  18,  1781,  at 
Dedham,  Massachusetts,  where,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  record,  the  life  of  the  family  had  for 
several  generations  run  a  quiet  and  uneventful 
course.  Enoch  Whiting,  however,  moved  from 
the  ancestral  home  to  Amherst,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  conducted  a  large  tannery,  which  he 
sold  in  1834.  and  moved  again,  this  time  to  St. 
Albans,  Vermont,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  and  married,  October  13.  1803. 
Catherine  Smith,  born  December  27,  I78r,  at 
Dover,  Massachusetts,  descended  on  the  maternal 
side  from  the  Richards.  Their  children  were: 
William,  born  December  5,  1804,  died  January 
21,  1837;  Willard,  Ixirn  August  i<>,  1806,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  cast  on  Cape  Hatteras  and 
lost  their  lives  on  October  9,  1837:  Hannah  Ellis, 
born  August  15,  1808,  died  June  25.  1849; 
Emeline  Celia.  born  January  3.  181 1,  died  May 
20,  181 1 :  Calvin,  bom  June  4,  181 2.  died  April 
17,  1884;  Enoch  Hangs,  born  February  26.  1816, 
died  April  3,  180,8;  Catherine  Smith,  I>orn  May 
23,  1819.  died  May  9,  1845,  and  she  married 
Benjamin  F.  Russell,  ami  their  child  Catherine 
died  September  17,  1845;  Henry  Lewis,  born 
October  4,  1821,  died  July  4,  1893  :  Eliza  Draper, 
born  August  21,  1823,  died  June  15,  1883.  and 
married  John  P.  Clark ;  and  Francis  Ellis,  born 
November  2,  1827,  was  drowned  May  14.  1832. 

Enoch  B.  Whiting,  son  of  Enoch  and  Cather- 
ine (Smith)  Whiting,  was  born  February  26, 
1816,  at  Amherst,  Massachusetts.  He  had  the 
advantage  of  a  practical  training  for  his  future 
career  as  a  journalist,  having  worked  in  the 
printing  offices  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette.  North- 
ampton, and  also  in  the  offices  of  the  Boston 
Journal.    He  then  went  to  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 
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where  In-  kul  a  brother  living,  and  in  1837  bought 
"in  the  local  paper  ami  founded  the  Messenger. 
V,\  his  hue  abilities  and  untiring  efforts,  this 
paper  was  lor  over  thirty  years  an  important 
factor  111  the  development  and  prosjxrity  of  the 
town,  and  not  only  of  the  town,  but  of  the  state 
:ih>>.  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war.  the  Daily  Messenger  was  established,  and 
a  hookbindcry  and  bvtk  store  were  added  to  the 
punting  business.  In  ii<yj  .Mr.  Whiting  became 
interested  in  the  Burlington  Brush  Company,  ami 
on  1  lit-  closing  up  of  that  company  in  1873,  he 
bought  the  ri<^1n  and  interest  in  certain  fibre- 
combmg  machines  and  established  a  new  in- 
di'strv.  that  of  dressing  and  preparing  fibre  for 
brushes.  In  cnmnieree  lie  was  no  less  successful 
than  he  ha-!  Wen  in  journalism,  the  business 
conducted  In  him  being  one  of  the  most  flourish- 
ing in  Vermont. 

in  politics  Mr.  Whiting  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, but  preferred  to  devote  himself  to  ad- 
vancing the  best  interest-,  of  the  community  as  a 
journalist  and  business  man  rather  than  an  office 
holder  Mr.  Whiting  was  an  active  and  devoted 
iimt.iIht  ,;f  iht  (.  "tt^Tcga')"nal  church,  a  liberal 
participant  in  Us  benevolent  enterprises,  ami  in 
disposition  extremely  charitable.  He  never  lost 
In-,  interest  in  the  newspapers  of  Vermont,  and 
was  one  of  the  few  honor >  members  of  the  Ver- 
mont I 'ress  Association, 

Mr  Whiting  married  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 
November  24.  1841.  Mai  v  I  .oraine  Fairchild,  who 
was  bom  March  21.  1S17.  in  Georgia,  Vermont, 
a  daughter  of  Philo  Fairchild,  who  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Georgia.  Vermont,  and  later 
of  Flint,  Michigan,  whore  he  went  in  1836.  Mrs. 
Whiting  was  a  woman  of  line  educational  attain- 
ments and  Ufore  her  marriage  had  lx-en  a 
teacher.  Their  children  were:  William  Ham- 
mond. l>oni  at  St.  Albans.  February  3,  1843, 
graduated  at  Amherst  college  in  1869.  and  fol- 
lowed the  profession  of  journalism,  and  died  in 
us,  Vermont.  Dccemlier  29.  1874;  Mary 
2.  born,  as  were  the  following  named 
children,  at  St.  Albans,  November  12.  1844. 
graduated  in  New  York,  and  married  E.  H. 
Bowers,  cashier  in  a  bank  of  Rock  Island.  Illi- 
nois ;  Harriet  Eliza,  born  March  18.  1851.  gradu- 
ated in  a  Brooklyn  school,  and  married  Horatio 
Hjckok,  a  large  manufacturer  of  boxes,  etc..  of 


Burlington,  Vermont:  and  Alfred  Catlin.  born 
February  23.  1853.  attended  the  I'niversitv  of 
Vermont,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brush 
fibre  and  married,  October  9.  1878,  Lillie  Lewis, 
after  whose  death  he  married  Ada  Bartlett. 

In  1882  Mr.  Whiting  removed  to  Burlington, 
Vermont,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  on 
April  3,  1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two, 
leaving  behind  him  the  record  of  a  progressive, 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  an  honorable,  courte- 
ous and  kindly  man. 

ALFRED  CATLIN  WHITING. 

Alfred  Catlin  Whiting,  a  leading  mauniac- 
turer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Burlington, 
Vermont,  is  a  representative  in  the  present  gener- 
ation of  the  Whitings,  a  family  known  and  re- 
spected in  Massachusetts  for  more  than  two 
centuries,  the  full  genealogy  of  which  is  traced 
in  the  sketch  of  E  B.  Whiting,  father  of  Alfred 
Catlin  Whiting. 

Enoch  Bangs  Whiting,  sixth  in  descent  from 
the  emigrant  ancestor.  Nathaniel  Whiting,  was 
born  February  26,  1816.  received  a  common 
school  education  and  learned  the  printer's  trade 
in  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  book- 
seller in  St.  Albans,  and  publisher  of  the  Messen- 
ger for  thirty-three  years,  after  which  he  was 
interested  in  the  dressing  of  brush  fibre  in  Burl- 
ington, Vermont,  and  continued  in  this  business 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  in  St. 
Albans  and  Burlington  and  was  always  a  strong 
Republican.  He  died  in  Burlington,  Vermont, 
April  3,  1898.  Mr.  Whiting  married.  November 
24,  1841,  Mary  Lorainc  Fairchild.  l>orn  March 
2t,  18 17.  daughter  of  Philo  Fairchild.  who  was 
the  son  of  Joel  Fairchild.  grandson  of  Stephen 
Fairchild,  and  great-grandson  of  Thomas  Fair- 
child,  the  common  ancestor  of  all  the  bearers  of 
that  name  who  trace  their  descent  from  the 
original  colonist.  Thomas  Fairchild  was  one  (A 
the  first  proprietors  of  Stratford.  Connecticut, 
and  was  also  the  first  magistrate.  Mrs.  Whiting 
died  March  3,  1876. 

Alfred  Catlin  Whiting,  seventh  in  descent 
from  Nathanael,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  the  son  of  Enoch  B.  and  Mary  L 
(Fairchild)    Whiting   and    was   Imrn   in  >t 
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Albans,  Vermont,  February  23,  1853.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
the  private  school  of  J.  W.  Taylor  in  the  same 
place,  and  later  the  University  of  Vermont,  at 
Burlington. 

In  June,  1873,  Mr.  Whiting,  in  partnership 
with  his  father,  established  in  Burlington,  a  new 
industry,  that  of  dressing  by  machinery  brush- 
fibre  for  brush-makers,  under  the  name  of  E.  B. 
ik  A.  C.  Whiting.    This  business  was  opened 
with   very  imperfect   machinery   iti   the  brush 
factory  on  Mattery  street,  foot  of  Cherry  street. 
There  was  over  forty  thousand  dollars  spent  by 
the  brush  company  and  over  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars by  the  Messrs.  Whiting,  before  the  business 
was  on  a  paying  basis.   Such  were  the  enterprise 
:md  business  ability  of  Mr.  Whiting  and  his 
father,  that  success  finally  crowned  their  efforts. 
In  1891  the  firm  of  E.  B.  &  A.  C.  Whiting 
bought  of  Flint  &  Hall,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
a  lot  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Pine  and  Howard 
-treets  in  Burlington  and  erected  a  large  factory 
thereon.    They  had  now  the  most  flourishing 
business  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  and  the 
future  seemed  to  hold  for  them  nothing  but  un- 
interrupted prosperity,  but  on  January  13,  1902, 
this  factory  was  destroyed  by  hrc.    The  firm, 
undaunted  by  this  calamity,  proved  itself  equal 
to  the  occasion.    Temporary  quarters  were  se- 
cured in  one  of  the  Marble  Mill  buildings,  and 
the  trade  supplied  by  working  night  and  day, 
until  a  new  factory,  on  the  site  of  the  old,  was 
finished  in  October,  1902. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Whiting  was  director  of  the  Bald- 
win Manufacturing  Company,  being  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer  for  several  years :  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Bourdon  Company  of  Boston :  di- 
rector of  the  Burlington  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany: director  and  treasurer  of  the  Vermont 
Electric  Company  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  Whiting  is  a  Republican,  but, 
like  Itis  father,  prefers  to  serve  the  community 
as  a  private  citizen  rather  than  in  any  official 
rapacity.  While  in  school  Mr.  Whiting  was  a 
Good  Templar  and  during  his  college  course  be- 
came a  memlier  of  the  Sigma  Phi  society.  He 
joined  the  First  Congregational  church  in  St. 
Albans,  and  in  1885  transferred  his  member- 
ship to  the  College  street  Congregational  church 
of  Burlington,  where  he  is  an  active  memljcr. 


having  been  in  1894-95-96,  a  member  of  the  pru- 
dential committee,  treasurer  in  1898,  and  since 
1895  chairman  of  the  pew  committee.  Mr,  Whit- 
ing is  interested  in  the  benevolent  enterprises  of 
the  town,  having  been  for  several  years  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  having  filled  the 
same  office  from  1902  in  the  Old  Ladies'  Home. 

Mr,  Whiting  married  in  Burlington,  October 
9,  1878,  Lillic,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  and  Abigail 
B.  (Mason)  Lewis,  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 
Mrs.  Whiting  was  a  graduate  of  Vassar  College, 
of  the  class  of  1875,  an(l  was  prominent  in  church 
circles,  in  the  Y.  W.'C.  A.,  and  in  charitable 
work  generally.  Their  children  were:  Alfred 
Lewis,  born,  as  were  all  the  other  children,  in 
Burlington.  Vermont,  on  July  26,  1879;  Mar- 
garet, born  December  5,  1881  ;  Marion,  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1884,  died  February  2,  1887;  Grace, 
born  December  23,  1886;  and  Lillie,  born  April 
14,  1894,  died  August  6,  1894.  Mrs.  Whiting  died 
April  16,  1894,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years, 
and  on  July  15,  1896.  Mr.  Whiting  married  Ada 
Damaris  Bartlett,  dughter  of  Luther  and  Jane 
Goss  (White)  Bartlett,  of  Norwood,  New  York; 
the  marriage  took  place  at  the  house  of  her  sis- 
ter, in  Ogdetisburg,  New  York.  Mrs.  Whiting 
was  a  student  at  the  Potsdam  Normal  School  and 
graduated  at  the  Oswego  Normal  College. 

Alfred  Lewis  Whiting,  eighth  in  descent  from 
the  founder  of  the  family,  is  the  son  of  Alfred 
Catlin,  seventh  in  descent,  and  Lillic  (Lewis) 
Whiting.  He  was  born  July  26,  [879.  in  Burl- 
ington, Vermont,  and  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the  Montclair 
Military  Academy,  Montclair,  New  Jersey.  In 
1901  he  was  New  York  agent  of  the  Bourdon 
Company,  of  Boston,  and  in  January.  1902,  he 
entered  into  the  brush-fibre  busines  with  his 
father, 

CORNELIUS  PELTIAH  RHOADS. 

C.  P.  Rhoads,  now  retired,  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  Richmond,  Vermont,  where 
he  was  bom  March  19,  1827,  being  a  son  of 
Asa  and  Adeline  C.  Rhoads.  Asa  Rhoads,  his 
grandfather,  was  born  on  the  15th  of  July,  1763. 
After  completing  his  education,  which  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools,  he  was  engaged 
for  many  years  as  a  teacher  in  a  public  school, 
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and  in  1802  he  compiled  and  published  a  spell- 
ing book,  which  was  revised  in  1804  and  univer- 
sally used  in  all  the  schools  01  that  period.  In 
181 7  he  removed  to  Richmond,  Vermont,  where 
he  established  a  private  school,  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  for  some  time,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  this  enterprise  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
employed  his  spare  time  in  its  cultivation.  On 
that  place  he  planted  a  grove  of  mulberry  trees 
and  started  the  industry  of  raising  silk  worms, 
but  that  did  not  prove  a  successful  venture.  In 
1787  Mr.  Rhoads  married  Miss  Lucy  Comstock, 
of  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island,  and  five  children 
were  born  to  them:  Lucy,  born  January  4,  1788, 
Daniel,  born  November  4,  1789;  Johanna,  born 
December  15,  1793;  Nathan,  born  June  231  1795; 
and  Hannah,  born  December  4,  1797.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1798,  and  he  then  mar- 
ried Miss  Christian  Jewell,  June  6.  1799,  she 
being  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Jewell,  of  Adams, 
Massachusetts.  Six  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Mary  Collins,  born  April  20,  1800 ;  Asa, 
born  March  15,  1803.  Rachel,  born  June  17, 
!8o5 ;  Jonathan,  born  July  17,  180O;  Betsy,  born 
May  6,  1812;  and  Clarissa,  born  July  1,  1815. 
Mr.  Rhoads  died  July  21,  1843,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  his  wife 
survived  him  for  many  years. 

Asa  Rhoads,  Jr.,  the  father  of  C.  P.  Rhoads, 
was  born  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
March  15,  1803,  and  moved  to  Richmond,  Ver- 
mont, in  1817.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  in 
life  purchased  the  old  homestead,  where  lie  de- 
voted his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was 
considered  a  thoroughly  practical  and  progressive 
fanner,  and  through  industry  and  perseverance 
was  enabled  to  accumulate  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. In  his  political  views  he  was  a  firm  ad- 
herent of  die  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
In  1826  Asa  Rhoads,  Jr.,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Adeline  Russell,  a  daughter  of  l-'eltiah 
Russell,  who  was  a  son  of  John  Russell,  a  resi- 
dent of  New  Hampshire  for  many  years,  but 
later  removed  to  Richmond,  Vermont,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  was  proprietor 
of  a  tavern  for  many  years.  Two  children  blessed 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhoade :  C.  I'. : 
and  Josephine  A.,  born  May  11,  1835.  The 
daughter  married  It.  N.  Jones,  who  died  at  Har- 


per's Ferry  while  participating  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Bertha  A.  Jones,  who* 
became  the  wife  of  Eugene  Weston;  after  her 
husband's  death  Mrs.  Jones  married  Dr.  Lorain, 
Chamb'erlin,  of  Jericho,  Vermont,  and  after  his 
death  she  became  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Edwards. 
Mr.  Rhoads  died  June  19,  1871,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  on  the  25th  of  December,  1899. 

Cornelius  Peltiah  Rhoads  received  his  educa- 
tional advantages  in  the  common  schools  of  Rich- 
mond, Vermont,  and  upon  reaching  young  man- 
hood purchased  the  old  homestead,  also  the  Rus- 
sell farm,  and  he  now  has  a  landed  estate  consist- 
ing of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
is  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  makes  «. 
specialty  of  dairy  products,  for  which  he  always 
finds  a  ready  market.  Under  his  careful  man- 
agement and  by  taking  advantages  of  all  the  re- 
sources in  his  power  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  town,  well  supplied  with 
every  modern  appliance  and  excellent  stock,  lie 
is  now  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  former  energy  and  industry.  Mr.  Rhoads 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  honored  bv 
his  townsmen  by  being  elected  to  the  offices  of 
selectman,  justice  of  the  peace  and  lister.  Ik- 
has  always  been  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  town,  always  ready  and  willing  to  render 
aid  in  all  enterprises  that  tend  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  His  religious  view* 
are  in  harmony  with  the  t'niversalist  church,  and 
he  is  prominently  identified  with  North  Star 
Lodge  No.  12,  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1851,  Mr.  Rhoads  wa> 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mariettc  P.  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  llia-bc  (Russell  > 
Smith,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them 
Lizzie,  born  November  7,  1855,  married  F.  YY. 
Fay,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Edith  Ellen  : 
Mrs.  Fay  died  September  25,  1898.  George, 
born  October  7,  1859,  received  his  education  at 
Goddard  Seminary,  of  I  Jarre,  Y'crmont,  and  at 
Hcnniman  College,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania: 
he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Fitchburg. 
Massachusetts,  and  is  now  an  eye  and  ear  special- 
ist at  Springfield,  that  state;  he  married  Mis> 
Harriet  Barney,  of  South  Hadley,  Massachusetts, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Cornelius  P.  Rhoads. 
Edwin  A.,  born  Septemlx  r  9,  1861.  on  the  old 
homestead,  married  Miss  Agnes  Barber,  of  Jeri- 
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cho,  Vermont,  and  one  child  has  been  born  to 
them,  Etta  Bell  Khoads.  Mrs.  C.  I'.  .Rhoads  died 
<w  the  1st  of  April,  1901,  after  a  happy  married 
life  of  more  than  half  a  century. 

FAYETTE  G.  NICHOLS. 

The  Nichols  family,  from  which  is  descended 
Fayette  G.  Nichols,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Richmond,  Vermont,  had  for  its  early  ancestor 
Captain  Timothy  Nichols,  who  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut ;  he  was  a  sea  faring  man  during 
his  early  life,  and  commanded  various  merchant 
vessels. 

Timothy  S.,  son  of  Captain  Timothy  Nichols, 
was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  a  cabinet-maker 
and  cooper  as  well  as  a  farmer  and  followed  the 
former  named  occupations  in  Hincsburg  and 
Essex.  He  was  a  man  of  high  character,  and  a 
deacon  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  married  Rhoda 
S.  Chaffee,  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  and  they 
lived,  in  turn,  in  Huntington,  Hincsburg  and 
Richmond,  and  finally  in  Essex.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons :  Timothy  W.  R.,  and  Ira 
Jay  Nichols.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years,  and  the  mother  lived  to  slightly 
exceed  the  age  of  an  octogenarian. 

Timothy  W.  R.  Nichols,  the  elder  son  of  the 
parents  before  named,  was  born  September  30, 
1815.  in  Huntington,  Vermont.  He  received  an 
excellent  English  education  in  a  select  school, 
and  in  young  manhood  was  engaged  as  a  wheel- 
wright ajid  in  the  furniture  business.  He  after- 
wards served  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  con- 
ducted by  Mark  Hull,  in  Hincsburg,  and  in  an- 
other in  Essex  Center,  kept  by  Thaddeus 
Fletcher,  and  yet  later  in  another  at  Paiges 
Corner.  He  subsequently  conducted  a  mercan- 
tile business  on  his  own  account,  and  then  went 
to  Host  on,  where  he  took  employment  in  the  dry 
gtxxls  house  of  i'earl,  Smith  &  Company.  Dur- 
ing these  years  he  had  diligently  pursued  a 
course  of  legal  reading,  and  he  now  returned  to 
Essex  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  and 
built  up  an  excellent  business,  which  marked  the 
beginning  a  highly  useful  career  in  a  new  field. 
In  1862  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  and  his  con- 
duct of  this  office  was  so  able  that  ho  was  con- 
tinued in  the  position,  by  successive  re-elections, 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  covering  the 


unusual  period  of  thirty-seven  years,  and  he  was 
also  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  was  United  States  enrolling 
officer  for  four  towns.  For  four  years  he  occu- 
pied the  position  of  judge,  and  he  served  in 
various  other  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  in  all  ac- 
quiring himself  with  a  degree  of  integrity  and 
ability  most  creditable  to  himself,  and  redounding 
to  the  benefit  of  the  interests  committed  to  him. 

Judge  Timothy  W.  R.  Nichols  was  married 
February  22,  1844,  to  Miss  Susan  Annis  Tubbs, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Tyler)  Tubbs, 
of  Essex.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  John  Tubbs, 
who  came  from  Canaan,  Connecticut,  to  Ver- 
mont ;  he  was  a  member  of  Washington's  both  - 
guard  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  During 
the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812.  John  Jr.. 
enlisted  to  go  to  Plattsburg.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Nichols  were  the  parents  of  two  children :  Jane 
E..  born  November  16,  1849,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Green,  May  2,  1872;  and 
Fayette  G.  Nichols.  'Hie  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1866,  and  the  father  in  February, 

l899- 

Fayette  G.  Nichols,  only  son  of  Judge  Nich- 
ols, was  born  July  24,  1851,  in  Essex,  Vermont. 
He  began  his  education  in  Essex  Academy,  and 
prepared  for  college  in  the  Essex  Classical  Insti- 
tute. His  first  busincs  employment  was  in  the 
fire  anil  marine  insurance  business,  first  with 
S.  &  R.  S.  Wires,  of  Burlington,  then  with 
Griswold&  Frizzell,  and  for  a  time  with  his  father 
at  Essex.  He  was  subsequently  teacher  of  pen- 
manship in  the  Classical  Institute,  and  he  was  for 
two  terms  assistant  principal  of  that  institution. 
He  then  located  in  Richmond  and  Iwcame  book- 
keeper and  salesman  for  Hilton  &  Stevens,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  thirteen  years.  In  1889 
he  purchased  the  clothing  department  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  conducted  to  the  present  time. 
His  busincs  career  has  been,  on  the  whole,  suc- 
cessful in  high  degree.  But  he  suffered  a  serious 
loss  February  3,  1891,  by  the  partial  destruction 
of  his  stock  of  goods  by  fire. 

In  1803  Mr.  Nichols  was  elected  town 
treasurer,  and  has  held  this  by  successive  re- 
election since.  He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  past  noble  grand  of 
Samaritarian  Lodge  No.  59.  He  possesses  many 
family  heirlooms  of  peculiar  interest,  and  among 
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these  is  a  silver  brooch  which  has  been  handed 
down  through  generations  in  the  Tubbs  family, 
and  a  letter  by  Ira  Allen,  March  18,  1795,  to 
Simon  Tubbs  and  Asa  Day,  in  relation  to  school 
lands  in  Essex. 

From  his  boyhood  days  Mr.  Nichols  has  been 
addicted  to  the  pen,  and  under  the  non  dc  plume 
of  "Uncle  Silas."  has  made  more  than  a  local 
reputation  as  a  writer  of  verse  as  well  as  prose, 
his  command  of  language  varying  from  the  j>e- 
culiar  dialect  of  the  old-time  New  Englandcr  to 
the  purest  classical  English.  In  the  former  field 
he  is  particularly  happy,  and  his  thought  and 
expression  find,  on  the  instant,  in* the  mind's  eye, 
a  setting  of  green  hills,  and  seem  to  breathe  out 
their  aroma.  Loyally  devoted  to  his  native  state, 
he  makes  her  the  theme  of  some  of  his  most 
admirable  effort,  as  witness  the  following: 

A  VKRMOXrKK'S  TOAST. 

Here  is  to  Vermont's  true,  hardy  sons,  and  their  rock- 
ribbed  emerald  hills. 

May  ever  Ihcir  hearts  he  nun-  and  free,  as  the  mount- 
tain  air  that  fill* 

Each  manly  breast,  and  gives  them  /est  to  lalvor  with 
brawn  and  brain. 

For  our  Union  of  State*,  from  Atlantic'-  wave  to  broad 
Pacific's  main. 


And  here'?,  to  th_-  rosy   red-cheekid  las^.  who  proudly 

stands  by  his  side, 
Whether  she  be  a  maiden  fair,  or  a  yeoman's  winsome 

bride ; 

Her  loving  care,  and  daily  prayer,  inspires  a  loftier 
?ca\ 

To  battle  with  all  his  manly  strength,  for  that  Union's 
might  and  weal 

A  Union  over  whose  broad  domain,  floats  that  glorious 
flan  of  ours. 

From  the  rugged  hill*  of  old  Vermont  to  the  clime  of 

tropical  flowers; 
Those  Stripes  and  Stars,  undiumtcd  by  wars,  revered 

and  honored  shall  be, 
Whose  sinuous  folds  proclaim  to  the  world,  this  is  the 

hnd  of  the  fret 


Dear  to  the  he. tits  of  Green  Mountain  Hoys  is  that 

flag  of  red.  while  awl  hlue. 
And  in  thai  starry  banner's  defense.  VcrmonUrs  have 

cvei  proved  true ; 
Tanuht    in   the  school   of  Freedom's   rule,  with  each 

i>uHing  am!  frcc-horn  breath, 
Ke:,dv  tbev  stand  in  Liberty's  can-    to  battle  unto  the 

death 


Then  in  the  dawn  of  tins  century  new,  Green  Mountain 

Hoys  to  the  front, 
By  your  noble  deeds  max  von  sustain  the  prestige  of 

old  Vermont, 

In  War  or  i'cacc  may  \\c  ne'er  cease  to  give  from 

mountain  and  glen, 
The  noblest  fruits  a  nation  may  have,  true  hearted 

women  and  men 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married  November  8,  1888, 
to  Miss  Martha  E.  Flagg,  born  in  Richmond, 
Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Azariah  C.  and  Sally 
(Fay)  Flagg,  of  Richmond,  Vermont.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy.  She  is  one  of  three  children  living, 
Frank  H.  and  William  E.  and  herself,  all  of 
Richmond,  Vermont.  Their  mother  is  dead.  Mr. 
Nichols  was  superintendent  of  schools  in  1897. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  been  dele- 
gate to  conventions. 

FRANCIS  ALMON  ROLLES. 

Francis  Almon  Hones,  an  attorney  at  law  at 
Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  an 
old  and  honored  English  ancestry.  Lemuel  Bol- 
les,  grandfather  of  Francis  A.  Bollcs,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Rockingham.  Vermont,  where  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  met  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  He  wa*  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Chamberlain,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  l)orn  to  them  :  Nancy,  wife  of  Peleg 
Winslow,  a  prominent  fanner  of  Townshend.  Ver- 
mont, and  their  five  children  were  George.  Samuel 
B.,  Nelson,  Lemuel  and  Rhoda  Winslow,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased;  Hannah  B..  wife  of  Prosper 
Merrill,  and  had  one  son.  John  R.  Merrill,  now 
deceased ;  Lemuel,  who  married  Mary  Ann 
Weaver,  and  they  had  three  children.  Delia  L, 
wife  of  Gilbert  A.  Davis,  of  Windsor.  Vermont, 
a  son  Esek,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Charles  E., 
who  is  a  wealthy  banker  of  Oak  Hill.  Chicago, 
Illinois :  Mary,  who  died  unmarried ;  Ithamar, 
who  married  Martha  S.  Wood ;  Nelson,  who 
married  Emily  Putnam  and  their  daughter  Etta 
Putnam  married  a  Mr.  Howard,  a  resident  of 
Amherst,  Massachusetts ;  Augusta  and  Mary  Bol- 
les,  who  died  when  quite  young. 

Ithamar  Bolles,  father  of  Francis  Almon  Bol- 
lcs, was  born  in  Westminster,  Vermont,  whence 
his  parents  removed  shortly  thereafter  to  Rock- 
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ingham,  where  he  was  reared,  educated  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  be- 
ing principally  engaged  in  trading  ami  the  occu- 
pation of  fanning.  Mr.  Ithamar  Bolles  was  an 
old-line  Whig,  a  zealous  abolitionist  and  from 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  a  stanch 
advocate  of  its  principles ;  he  held  a  number  of 
local  offices,  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  hav- 
ing been  Miss  Martha  S.  Woods  who  died  in 
1859,  leaving  one  son,  Francis  Almon  Bolles.  Af- 
ter the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Bolles  was  lim- 
ited in  marriage  to  Miss  Rebecca  E.  Farr,  and 
their  son  Frederick  C.  Bolles.  is  now  engaged  in 
business  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Bolles 
die*]  in  August,  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years. 

Francis  Almon  Bolles,  son  of  Ithamar  and 
Martha  (Woods)  Bolles,  was  born  in  Rocking- 
ham. Vermont,  August  31,  1843.  His  prelimi- 
nary education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  academy,  and  this  was  further,  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  in  Tufts  College,  from  the 
classical  course  of  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1870.  Immediately 
after  his  graduation  he  began  preparation  for  the 
bar  as  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  B.  Eddy,  of  Bellows  Falls,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  the  April  ( 1873)  term  ot 
Windham  county  court.  He  subsequently  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  Eddy  for  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  but  in  May.  1877,  the  associ- 
ation was  discontinued.  Mr.  Bolles  gained  dis- 
tinction early  in  his  professional  career,  and  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches  of  law  has 
enabled  him  to  maintain  a  foremost  position  in 
the  ranks  of  the  legal  fraternity.  His  oldest  son 
is  now  associated  with  him  in  the  business,  and 
the  firm  is  known  under  the  name  of  Bolles  & 
Bolles. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bolles  has  been  an  unswerving 
Republican  from  the  time  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. In  March,  1872,  he  was  elected  town 
clerk  of  the  town  of  Rockingham,  a  position  he 
has  held  by  successive  reelection  up  to  the  present 
time  (1903):  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
state  legislature  irom  1882  to  1884.  and  was 
chosen  to  serve  in  the  capacity  of  state's  attor- 
ney in  1884-6.  Mr.  Bolles  has  always  taken  ac- 
tive interest  in  all  matters  pcrtaininft  to  the  po- 


litical and  social  life  of  the  town  in  which  he 
resides.  He  is  a  member  of  King  Solomon 
Lodge  No.  40,  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  August  25,  1870,  Mr.  Bolles  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  R.  Carleton,  of 
Woodstock,  Vermont,  and  their  children  are : 
Almon  I.,  Edmund  C.  and  Francis  R.  Bolles. 
Almon  I.  Bolles  studied  law  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  his  father,  then  attended  the  University 
of  Virginia,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  a 
partnership  association  with  his  father.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  May  C.  Nims,  of  Walpole,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
Margaret  and  Gertrude.  Edmund  C.  Bolles  is 
a  resident  of  White  River  Junction  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  capacity  of  manager  of  the  New 
England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Myrtie  B.  Bar- 
ms, of  Keene,  New  Hampshire.  Francis  R. 
Bolles  is  a  student  at  Bellow  Falls  high  school. 

)'•  )HN  E.  TAGGART,  I).  D.  S. 

Dr.  Taggart,  one  of  the  young  and  promising 
dental  surgeons  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  was 
l>orn  in  Ferrisburg,  Vermont,  December  25,  1862, 
a  son  of  Midas  and  Symantha  (Allen)  Taggart. 

.Midas  1\  Taggart.  father  of  Dr.  John  E.  Tag- 
gart, was  also  born  in  Ferrisburg,  Vermont,  in 
18.^0  and  died  in  1890.  He  was  the  son  of  Will- 
iam Taggart.  who  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  whose  family  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  that  section  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont. Midas  l\  Taggart  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  chose  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  all  his  life.  Mr. 
Taggart  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  having 
l)cen  Miss  Symantha  Allen.  Their  one  son,  John 
E.  Taggart,  was  only  two  years  old  when  his 
mother  died  in  1864.  Mr.  Taggart  chose  for  his 
second  wife  Miss  Candos  W  hite.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Taggart  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Dr.  John  E.  Taggart  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Vergennes.  Ver- 
mont, and  later  attended  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883,  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  Im- 
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mediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  West  Point,  New  York, 
where  he  had  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage. 
He  remained  there  until  1886,  when  he  removed 
to  Turlington  Vermont,  where  his  practice  has 
steadily  increased  until  it  promises  to  become  one 
of  the  largest,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  select 
in  the  city.  Dr.  Taggart  possesses  a  progressive 
spirit,  believing,  in  matters  of  his  profession  as 
well  as  in  all  else,  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  times, 
and  thus  constantly  makes  a  study  of  such  litera- 
ture and  advanced  thought  and  scientific  research 
as  is  indispcnsible  to  the  dentist  aspiring  to  ad- 
vance in  the  knowledge  of  his  art. 

Dr.  Taggart  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  past  master  of  the  Burling- 
ton Lodge,  a  mcmlier  of  Burlington  chapter,  K. 
A.  M.,  and  also  of  Burlington  commandery,  K. 
T.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Algonquin  and 
Ethan  Allen  clubs  of  Burlington,  Vermont.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Republican. 

On  June  4.  1884.  Dr.  Taggart  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  Ingalls,  a  daughter  of 
Willard  Ingalls,  of  Westport.  New  York.  One 
daughter  was  born  to  this  union,  Florence  Tag- 
gart. Mrs.  Taggart  died  September  23,  1892.  and 
on  Septemlier  3.  1895^  Dr.  Tagart  married  Miss 
Anna  M.  Ladd.  a  native  of  Milton.  Vermont,  and 
daughter  of  Charles  C.  I^add.  a  merchant  of 
Miltonborough,  Vermont,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  namely:  John  Edward,  Charles 
Ives  smd  Janis  I..  Taggart.  The  family  are  earnest 
members  and  attendants  of  the  Episcopal  church 
of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

EDWARD  A.  TOPE. 

Ed  wan  I  Allen  Pope,  of  Burlington,  Vermont, 
is  a  descendant  of  a  family  that  made  their  home 
in  Massachusetts  at  an  early  day.  Lewis  Pope, 
great-grandfather  of  Edward  A.  Pope,  settling 
there.  Asa  Pope,  grandfather  of  Edward  A. 
Pope,  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts, 
in  1764,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
served  in  several  public  offices  of  the  town,  and 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Mixtcr,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Mixtcr.  She  was  l)orn  in  North 
Brookficld,  and  was  reared  in  New  Braintree. 
Two  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born  to  them. 


namely:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1805,  married  Jona- 
than Brown,  of  Ware,  Massachusetts,  and  for  a 
time  they  were  residents  of  Burlington,  and  later 
removed  out  west.  Sarah,  lx>rn  in  1807,  came  to 
Burlington  in  1833,  ami  married  Amos  Blodgett, 
of  Sanhornton,  New  Hampshire;  he  died  in  1856. 
Mary,  born  in  1809,  married  Sidney  Barlow,  of 
Burlington;  she  died  in  1901,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  Edward,  born  in  181  r,  came 
to  Burlington,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years. 

Samuel  Mixter,  father  of  Edward  A.  Pope, 
came  to  Burlington,  Vermont,  when  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age,  and  was  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  the  old  glass  factory  store ;  later  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Doolittle  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  subsequently  conducted  business  on 
his  own  account.  Shortly  attcr  the  establishment 
of  the  express  companies  in  Burlington,  he  took 
the  agencies,  in  connection  with  his  own  business, 
for  the  following  companies:  the  National  from 
New  York  to  Montreal ;  Cheney  &  Company  over 
central  Vermont ;  Fiske  K  Company  over  the  Rut- 
land road :  and  the  Cheney,  bisk  &  Company. 
I  .ater  he  abandoned  the  mercantile  trade,  and  de- 
voted all  his  time  and  attention  to  the  express 
business.  Subsequently  he  was  for  many  years 
cashier  of  the  Merchants  Bank,  and  later  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  responsible  position  of  vice- 
president  of  the  same  institution.  He  was  also 
the  assessor  of  the  town  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  |x?rformed  all  his  duties  in  a  creditable  and 
satisfactory  manner,  and  won  the  respect  of  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him. 

On  April  13.  1842,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lucida  Allen,  born  February  16,  1821, 
a  daughter  of  George  A.  Allen,  of  Burlington, 
who  conducted  a  blacksmith  business  on  Pearl 
street.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely:  Kdward  A.:  Luctna  A.:  born  October 
10,  1845,  died  May  16.  1846:  Mary  B.,  born 
November  4.  1S47.  wife  of  William  E.  Marsh; 
Sophia  C.  bom  Jonuary  22.  1849,  wife  of  Dan 
Curran ;  Sarah  A.,  born  in  1851,  wife  of  C.  S. 
I.oomis:  FJIen  E..  b<<rn  February  21,  1853.  died 
April  3.  1894,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Pease;  Charles 
M,,  Ixirn  February  1855,  died  March  18. 
i860:  Cieorge  A.,  born  July  <>.  1857,  married  Nel- 
lie S.  Van  Ylcit.  and  he  died  February  17.  1891  : 
Abbie  L.,  born  August  _\  1859.  died  January  18, 
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1862;  Matilda,  born  March  15,  1862;  Emma 
born  January  17,  1864,  died  July  19,  1865;  and 
Samuel  M.,  bom  October  3,  1866,  married  Miss 
Bessie  Richards,  of  New  Jersey,  April  8,  1896, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  January  2,  1887,  and  his  wife  died  April  26, 
1873. 

Edward  A.  Pope,  eldest  son  of  Samuel  M. 
and  Lucinda  Pope,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, November  21,  1843.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  town,  and  when 
lie  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  left 
school  on  Friday,  and  the  following  morning  went 
to  work  in  an  express  office,  and  continued  in 
this  position  without  any  vacation  for  nine  years. 
He  then  located  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  engaged  by  Cheney  &  Company  for  about 
fifteen  months ;  he  then  returned  home,  where  he 
was  engaged  as  a  liookkecpcr  for  the  Hunters- 
town  Lumber  Company  for  about  one  year,  and 
then  with  the  Merchants  Bank  for  four  years. 
He  bought  an  interest  in  Mayo  &  Company  and 
later  he  bought  out  Mr.  Mayo  and  changed  the 
firm  name  to  E.  A.  Pope  &  Company :  by  which 
name  it  is  now  known.  They  manufacture 
boxes.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Queen  Anne 
Screen  Company  of  Burlington,  and  of  the  Burl- 
ington Venetian  Blind  Company,  a  corporation  of 
which  he  is  treasurer. 

On  April  21.  1869,  Mr.  Pope  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  M.  Root,  born  December  15,  1844,  in 
Burlington,  a  daughter  of  Warren  Root.  Three 
children  have  been  bom  to  them,  namely :  Anna 
R..  Arthur  K.,  and  a  child  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Pope  is  a  member  of  the  Algonquin  Club. 

MICAH  HAYWARD  STONE. 

David  Stone,  the  grandfather  of  Micah  Hay- 
ward  Stone,  was  lx>rn  March  23,  1772,  and  was 
an  early  settler  of  Knosburg,  Vermont,  where  he 
•lied  September  if>,  1842.  His  wife.  Lydia,  was 
born  April  3.  1773.  and  died  in  Enosburg.  July 
i£.  1838.  Their  children  were  Benjamin.  Micah. 
Daniel.  Lydia  H..  William  P..  Pamelia,  Paschal, 
Ahnira  and  David. 

Micah  Stone,  father  of  Micah  H.  was 
born  October  1.  1802,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest 
v-itlers  nt  the  town  of  F.nosburg,  Vermont,  where 


he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  at  that 
time  was  a  perfect  wilderness;  he  cleared  the 
ground  of  its  weeds  and  underbrush  and  built  a 
log  house,  which  became  his  permanent  home. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  in 
addition  to  this  vocation  worked  as  a  blacksmith 
and  wheelwright,  and  also  successfully  operated 
a  saw  and  grist  mill.  He  was  a  very  industrious, 
economical  man,  and  held  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  neighbors,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  locality  in  which  he  resided  was  named 
Stoneville.  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elmira  Stevens,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them, — Micah  II.,  Homit,  who  died 
young,  and  Harriett  L.  Stone.  Mr.  Stone  died 
at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  his  widow  subse- 
quently married  Mr.  George  Adams,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

Micah  II.  Stone,  the  son  of  Micah  Stone,  was  f 
torn  in  Enosburg.  Vermont,  June  14,  1832.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  graduated  from 
Bakersfield  Academy  about  1853.  He  remained 
on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father  in  its  manage- 
ment, until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  removed  to  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  he 
received  an  appointment  in  the  postoffice.  So 
faithfully  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion that  in  a  short  time  he  was  appointed  assist- 
ant postmaster,  a  position  he  held  for  many  years. 
Subsequently  he  located  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He 
then  returned  to  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  C.  C.  Allen  in  the  fur- 
niture business  under  the  firm  name  of  Allen  & 
Stone.  This  connection  continued  until  1873 
when  Mr.  Stone  was  offered  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  manager  of  the  Burlington  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  alter  some  years  changed  to  Bur- 
lington Marble  Company.  He  was  later  made 
the  secretary  of  the  company,  a  jiosition  he  held 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  June 
19,  1902. 

Mr.  Stone's  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  his  religious  connection 
was  with  the  hirst  Congregational  church  of  Bur- 
lington, of  which  he  was  at  different  times  clerk, 
treasurer  and  deacon.  In  1861  Mr.  Stone  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Gilmour, 
born  in  Burlington,  a  daughter  of  Duncan  Gil- 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


incur,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland 
in  1819,  and  Marion  (Fleming,).  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone, — 
George  \\  .,  a  resident  of  Boston,  who  married, 
October  19,  1886,  Miss  Alice  Goodrich,  and  has 
two  children,— Ada  F.  and  Robert  G.  Stone; 
Charles  M.,  of  Pomona,  California,  who  married, 
June  I,  1895,  Miss  Mabel  Buffington,  and  has 
one  son,  Edmund  Parker  Stone;  William  Hay- 
word,  of  \Yw  Orleans,  Louisiana,  who  married. 
October  23,  1895,  Miss  Lillis  Flannagan,  and  has 
one  son,  Lawrence  Jerome  Stone;  Robert  G. 
Stone;  Katherinc  Klmira.  who  married.  Octolwr 
'3»  i8°7.  Mr.  John  H.  Thompson,  of  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  and  has  one  son,  Hay  ward  Stone 
Thompson;  Harriet  Elizabeth,  who  married,  Oc- 
tober 10,  igoo,  Mr.  Roy  L.  Patrick,  and  has  one 
son,  John  Hayward  Patrick. 

Robert  G.  Stone,  the  fourth  son  in  order  of 
birth  of  Micah  H.  and  Mary  Stone,  was  born  in 
Burlington,  Vermont,  April  1,  1869.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  and  after  completing  his  studies  was  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  in  the  Merchants'  National 
Bank  of  Burlington  for  six  years.  He  resigned 
from  this  position  in  order  to  accept  an  apppoint- 
ment  as  agent  for  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company,  and  he  has  continued  at  that 
occupation  from  1895  up  to  the  present  time.  He 
also  acts  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  and  clerk  of 
the  Stone  Lumber  Company  of  Boston. 

Politically  Mr.  Stone  is  a  Republican  and 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  matters  that  pertain  to 
that  party.  He  i«  a  prominent  member  of  the  l!ur 
lington  Lodge,  I".  &  A.  M.,  of  which  organiza- 
tion he  is  the  treasurer,  and  he  has  attained  to 
the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite.  He 
is  also  a  mcmlwr  of  the  Ethan  Allen  Club  of  Bur- 
lington, and  the  Lake  Champlain  Yacht  Club. 
He  is  a  member  and  attendant  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

FREDERICK  W.  AND  LEWIS  1).  <  OIU  RX. 

Frederick  W.  and  Lewis  D.  Coburn  are  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  East  Montpelicr,  Vermont. 
They  are  dependents  of  Joseph  Coburn,  who  was 
born  in  1775.  He  was  a  resident  of  Charlton. 
Massachusetts,  and  in  1803  removed  to  Cabot. 
Vermont.    He  was  a  clothier  by  trade,  and  a 


thorough  business  man,  and  was  considered  the 
wealthiest  man  in  town  at  his  death.  He  died 
of  typhus  fever  in  1813,  leaving  a  widow,  wh< 
died  several  years  afterwards;  two  sons,  Lamed 
and  Joseph  Leander,  and  four  daughters,  Sally, 
wife  of  Deacon  Carter,  of  Peacham,  Vermont; 
Clara,  wife  of  Andrew  Edgerton,  of  Cabot.  Ver- 
mont ;  Lucy,  wife  of  Ira  Barnes,  of  Randolph, 
Vermont;  and  Mary,  wife  of  James  Griffin,  at 
1'eacham,  Vermont. 

Larned  Coburn.  oldest  son  of  Joseph  Co- 
burn,  was  born  April  8,  1800.  Soon  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  town  of  Montpelier,  now  known  a- 
East  Mont]>elicr,  where  he  was  bound  out  to  Mr 
James  Allen  until  he  should  become  of  age.  Ik 
was  to  receive  one  hundred  dollars  remunerate  >u 
and  the  privilege  of  either  attending  school  "t 
learning  some  trade  for  four  months  in  the  year. 
He  returned  thirty  dollars  to  Mr.  Allen  to  detrav 
expenses  in  case  of  sickness,  so  that  when  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  in  his  posse- 
sion seventy  dollars  to  add  to  the  small  propem 
left  him  by  his  father.  He  attended  school  every 
winter  with  the  exception  of  two,  those  being 
devoted  to  learning  the  trade  of  clothier.  Hi> 
teacher.  Mr.  Daniel  P.  Thompson,  advised  bin* 
to  study  for  the  profession  of  law,  as  he  thought 
that  his  qualifications  esjK-cially  adapted  him  for 
that,  but  Mr.  Coburn  decided  to  follow  the  occu- 
pation of  fanner  instead. 

For  nearly  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
clothing  trade,  but  on  December  2,  1824,  he  re- 
turned to  Montpelier,  and  purchased  about  fifty- 
seven  acres  of  land  adjoining  Mr.  Allen's  farm, 
and  he  made  this  the  nucleus  of  the  large  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  now  occu- 
pied by  F.  \\ .  Coburn.  He  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  a  farm  can  yield  profits,  for  from  the 
proceeds  of  it  alone  he  has  paid  not  only  for  tin- 
land,  but  for  all  the  improvements  thereon,  and  in 
addition  he  accumulated  considerable  properly 
besides.  On  March  26.  i860.  Mr.  Coburn  sold 
his  farm  to  his  son,  J.  Leander  Coburn.  Mr 
Coburn  was  united  in  marriage  in  1823  to  Miss 
Lovisa  Allen,  only  daughter  of  James  Allen.  Six 
children  were  lx>rn  to  them :  West  Allen,  who 
died  when  two  years  of  age:  Flora  S..  born 
Alarch  21.  1820,  wife  of  Dwighr  Hollister,  01 
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Marshlleld.  V'crnioiu ;  James  A.,  born  April  6, 
1828;  J.  Lcandcr,  born  January  16,  1830,  died 
April  6,  1888;  Susan  A.,  born  January  17,  1832, 
wife  of  C.  C.  Eaton,  of  Mantpelicr,  Vermont; 
and  Lewis  L.,  born  November  2,  1833,  and  who 
is  a  patent  lawyer  in  Chicago  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  that  city.  Mr.  Coburu 
took  great  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  the  town  and  was  chosen  repre- 
sentative in  the  legislature  of  1857  and  1858. 
After  he  disposed  of  his  farm  he  resided  part  of 
the  time  with  his  children  and  part  in  Plainfield. 
Vermont.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Dwight  Hollister,  in  1872,  and  his  wife, 
died  shortly  before  at  the  residence  of  his  soil, 
Hon.  James  A.  Coburn,  of  East  Montpelier. 

Joseph  Leandcr  Coburn,  son  of  Earned  and 
Lovisa  Coburn,  was  born  January  16.  1830.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  at  the  acade- 
my at  Morrisvillc,  Vermont.  With  the  exception 
of  several  winters  when  he  taught  school,  he  as- 
sisted his  father  with  the  management  of  the  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age.  In  1853 
he  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  a  short  period  of  time  as  clerk  by 
Marcus  D.  Gilman,  late  of  Montpelier,  Vermont. 
In  i860  Mr.  Coburn  exchanged  some  lots  in  the 
city  for  a  farm  near  Elgin,  Illinois,  which  is 
about  thirty  miles  from  Chicago,  where  he  lived 
for  five  years,  and  disposed  of  his  dairy  products 
in  Chicago.  In  1865,  at  the  earnest  request  of 
his  father,  he  sold  his  farm,  returned  to  Mont- 
pelier and  purchased  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  lived  a  few  years,  and  later  purchased  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Lewis  D.  Coburn.' 

Mr.  Coburn  was  a  Republican  in  his  political 
faith,  and  he  served  as  master  of  the  Grange  of 
his  town  for  several  years ;  he  also  filled  several 
local  offices,  and  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town 
in  the  legislature  for  the  years  1876  and  1877. 
Mr.  Coburn  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  kind 
and  gentle  in  manner,  and  frank  and  manly  in 
his  bearing.  He  possessed  the  friendship  and  re- 
spect of  the  leading  men  of  his  section  of  the 
country,  and  was  considered  a  representative 
farmer  of  Washington  county.  By  his  industry, 
perseverance  and  admirable  management  of  his 
farm  he  accumulated  a  consideraDie  fortune. 

On  March  6,  1859,  Mr.  Coburn  married  Miss 
e  y 
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Caroline  A.  Corliss,  born  October  9,  1834,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Daniel  Corliss,  of  East  Montpelier, 
Vermont.  Their  children  were  :  Laura  B.,  born 
October  17,  i860,  died  August  22,  1890;  Fred- 
erick William,  born  August  24,  1862;  Lewis 
Dwight,  born  May  1 1,  1865 ;  and  Curtis  L.,  born 
December  16,  1807,  died  August  10,  1881. 

Dr.  Daniel  Corliss,  father  of  -Mrs.  Coburn, 
was  born  in  Bradford,  Vermont,  December  16, 
1802.  He  graduated  at  Castleton  Medical  School 
in  1827,  and  practiced  his  profession  at  Marsh- 
field,  Vermont,  for  two  years.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  where  he 
had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  October  17,  1850.  On  October 
29,  1829,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss. 
Caroline  T.  Taplin,  of  Corinth,  granddaughter 
of  Colonel  John  Taplin,  of  the  British  army. 
Their  children  were :  William,  born  January  28, 
183 1,  died  in  California,  September  2,  1878 ;  and 
Caroline  A.,  wife  of  Joseph  Lcander  Coburn. 
Dr.  Corliss  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  high 
educational  atainmcnts,  and  a  strong  adherent  of 
the  Methodist  church. 

Frederick  William  Coburn,  son  of  Joseph 
Leander  and  Caroline  Coburn,  was  born  August 
24.  1862,  at  Elgin,  Illinois.  His  parents  removed, 
to  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  when  he  was  a 
little  over  two  years  old.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  this  was  later 
supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  at  the  Goddard 
Seminary  at  Barrc,  Vermont.  After  his  grad- 
uation he  chose  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and 
he  still  continues  in  that  line  of  work.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  fraternally  is  a  member 
of  Arcadia  Lodge  No.  53,  I.  O.  6.  F.,  at  Plain- 
field,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Coburn  was  united  in  marriage  March 
14,  1886,  to  Sarah  D.  Cate,  daughter  of  Alvin 
M.  and  Hattie  M.  (Holmes)  Cate.  Their  child- 
ren are:  Hary  Lec,  born  May  25,  1887;  Carrie 
Kate,  born  May  23,  1892 ;  and  Evelyn  Inez,  born 
July  12,  1899. 

Lewis  Dwight  Coburn,  son  of  Joseph  Leander 
and  Caroline  A.  (Corliss)  Coburn,  acquired  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  district  school,  later 
attended  Goddard  Seminary  at  Barre,  Vermont, 
and  then  entered  Tufts  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1888.  After  his 
graduation  he  remained  on  the  farm  and  he  has 
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successtuily  managed  ii  ever  since,  <  >f  this  prop- 
erty lie  is  owner  ;in«l  is  a  general  fanner. 

Mr.  Coburn  is  a  tinn  ailherenl  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes  an 
active  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  is 
chairman  of  the  school  hoard.  Mr.  Coburn  has 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men, and  ;s  considered  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  I£ast  Montpelier.  On  May  27.  1S91, 
Mr.  Coburn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  R. 
Belle  Hollister,  daughter  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
and  Sophia  (Davis)  Hollister.  Their  niece,  Dora 
Maud  Wells,  born  September  18,  1895,  daughter 
ot  KrneM  Carroll  and  Dora  Sarah  (  Hollister) 
Wells,  resides  with  them  as  their  own  child.  Her 
mother  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Coburn,  and  is  now 
deceased. 

Ill K AM  EL \i KNE  S1BLLV. 

In  his  own  person  and  by  his  marriage, 
Hiram  l'ugeiw  Sibley,  of  Burlington,  is  a  rep- 
rcscntatixe  of  two  old  and  honored  New  Eng- 
land families  His  early  American  ancestor  was 
Joseph  Sibley,  who  came  from  England  in  1629. 
He  settled  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
Uxame  prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving  as 
selectman  and  as  a  member  of  the  general  court 
which  met  in  I  Boston.  His  son  Joseph  was 
lather  of  John.  l*>rn  in  i~tt.  who  married  Han 
tub  March,  and  their  son  John,  born  in  Sutton. 
Massachusetts,  in  1740.  was  a  captain  of  ar- 
tillery from  that  town  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Hi>  son  Kbenczcr  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
and  a  forwards  removed  to  Vermont  late  m  the 
rigUtcvnth  century,  where  the  region  was  but  a 
wud'-nv^.  .rid  cleared  :.md  and  r.xa.'.e  a  Inn. 
w  hich  he  tveupied  during  the  remainder  of  his 
••>  He  came  into  prominence,  occupying  var- 
:is  p  •-  mis  of  honor  ami  irust.  He  married 
»i  v  1  who  bore  him  five  children.  I'd  win. 
. arren.  Louisa  and  Timothy. 

v  Siblex.  youngest  child  in  the  tamilv 
.-.*»     ■         was  Kim  in  1S03.  in  West  ton!.  Vcr- 
n.       \» '     e  he  tilled  a  fann  until  1S05.  when  lx% 
^  Wmooski.  where  he  lived  several 
v.m;*-  !>-.  :  1-cd  at  the  home  of  his  son,  H.  V  11  gene 
^iK.c         l'mling-ton.  Vermont.    He  served  in 
:V  M.r.     Mima,  and  was  cor.stahle  for  several 
'■mi-  mji'irtl  Ahhy  Davis.  Nxrn  in  Milton. 


V  ermont,  March  12,  1807,  a  daughter  of  Jack- 
son Davis.  Their  children  were  Charlotte 
Louise,  born  December  y,  1829,  who  became  the 
w  ife  of  Charles  Osgood,  and  died  in  1873;  Moses 
Davis,  born  May  5,  1831  ;  Lydia  A.,  born  April 
J3.  '835,  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  C.  Os- 
good :  Hulda,  born  December  28,  1837,  who  diet! 
in  infancy;  Torrey  Wales,  born  August  17, 
1 84 1  ;  Silas  Beach,  born  January  12,  1844,  who 
resides  in  Berlin,  Vermont ;  Edwin  Scranton, 
born  July  16,  1848,  who  resides  in  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois ;  and  Hiram  Eugene,  further  written  of  be- 
low. The  father  of  litis  family  died  September 
24,  1 88c,  and  the  mother  died  August  23,  1877. 

Hiram  lugene  Siblex,  youngest  child  in  tlu 
family  last  named,  was  born  in  Westford,  Ver- 
mont, August  4,  185 1.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Westford  and  Winooski,  and  in 
his  youth  served  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  the  latter 
named  plait.  Subsequent  ly  he  assumed  charge 
of  the  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  of  E  \V. 
Chase,  who  died,  and  the  business  was  sold  to 
I.  R.  Booth,  who  retained  Mr.  Sibley  as  superin- 
tendent of  that  department  of  the  work.  In  V 
veimVr,  kSm.  Mr.  Siblex  was  obliged  to  resigns 
account  of  ili  health.  Meantime  he  had  engaged 
in  a  business  on  his  own  account,  that  of  lubri- 
cating oil>  and  greases,  which  he  still  continues 
to  conduct.  Mr.  Sibley  served  as  alderman  oi 
.Jurlington  from  i88t  to  1885.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent member  oi  the  Masonic  fraternity,  a  past 
master  of  Burlington  Lodge,  a  member  of  Bur- 
ling-.on  Chapter.  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Bur- 
lington Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  of 
Burlington  Commander)-.  Knights  Templar,  and 
lie  hr.s  attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree.  Scot- 
tish Rite  He  is  also  affiliated  with  Mount  Sinai 
Temple.  Ancient  Order  of  the  Mvstic  Shrine.  ' >i 
June  (>.  1S71..  Mr  Sihkn  was  united  in  marram 
1.1  M;s>  Marx  J.  Chax  .  a  daughter  of  tlu  h-« 
i..lxxin  W.  Cliase.    Mrs.  Siblex   died   Max  ». 

Tdxxin  W.  Chase,  father  of  Mrs.  Sibley  xva> 
■re  of  tht  mo«:  prominent  business  men  of  I'.nr- 
",mc"  n.  \  e-Mom.  He  was  born  In  Keene.  New 
Har-pslv.re.  m  lStq.  When  he  was  only  six 
ve.-'.r-  c:'  a^'e  his  father  died,  leaving  a  widow  and 
two  smrdl  oh:  Mr  en.  Edwin  and  a  younger  sister, 
.ml  verv  :.:r,::crl  means  with  which  to  face  the 
v\  .  -        F.hxin  was  kum^  ont  to  Mr.  Brexvsnr 
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of  South  Burlington,  with  whom  he  resided  un- 
til lie  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he 
was  apprenticed  to  John  Hcrrick,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  competent  carpenters  and  builders 
of  Burlington,  with  whom  he  was  associated  un- 
til 1844,  when  he  established  in  Winooski  the  first 
business  of  manufacturing  doors,  sash  and 
blinds  by  machinery.  His  plant  was  twice  de- 
;.troyed  by  fire,  and  he  removed  to  Burlington, 
where  he  erected  a  factory.  He  suffered  severe 
losses  by  fire  here  also,  but  on  account  of  his  for- 
mer promptness  in  meeting  his  obligations,  the 
manufacturers  were  only  too  willing  to  supply 
him  willi  machinciy,  and  allow  him  to  make  his 
own  terms  of  payment.  Mr.  Chase  was  an  inde- 
fatigable worket,  arriving  at  his  desk  early  in  the 
morning  and  remaining  until  iate  at  night,  and 
his  industry  brought  him  reward,  and  his  busi- 
ness rapidly  increased  from  year  to  year.  His 
factory  was  of  great  advantage  to  the  community, 
and  he  constantly  employed  about  sixty  men,  to 
whom  he  paid  the  most  liberal  wages.  He  was 
kind-hearted  and  benevolent  from  his  boyhood. 
While  he  was  earning  small  wages  as  a  boy  he 
assisted  his  mother  and  sister,  and  as  his  means 
increased  he  was  enabled  to  provide  altogether 
for  them.  When  he  became  an  employer  and  a 
j nan  of  affairs  he  was  ever  ready  to  aid  the 
worthy  needy,  and  many  a  young  man  owed  his 
beginning  in  life  to  his  generosity.  He  was  an 
attendant  and  supporter  oi  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  a  member  of  Washington 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  October  20,  1844,  Mr.  Chase  married 
Miss  Jane  W.  Edgcumbe,  born  May  1 7,  1825,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Grace  (James)  Edg- 
cumlie.  Two  children  were  born  to  them: 
George  E.,  the  son,  acquired  his  education  at 
the  Hopkins  Institute,  and  later  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  business ;  he  married 
Miss  Helen  Smith,  daughter  of  C.  A.  Smith, 
of  W  inooski,  and  he  died  in  1871.  aged  twenty- 
five  years.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase, 
Mary  Josephine,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Hiram  E.  Sibley,  was  educated  in  Mrs.  Wooster's 
P.oarding  School,  and  was  a  most  amiable  Chris- 
tian woman.  Mrs.  Chase  died  June  1,  1876,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-one  years;  her  husband  survived 
her  until  Jujy  8,  1878,  being  then  fifty-nine  years 
of  age.    He  was  preparing  to  go  to  his  home  at 
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the  close  of  the  day's  business,  when  he  dropped 
to  the  Moor,  and  he  expired  at  ten  o'clock  that 
night.  His  death  was  a  shock  to  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  had  been  so  prominent  and 
useful  a  figure  through  many  years.  George 
Edgcumbe,  father  of  Mrs.  Chase,  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  England,  August  6,  1792,  a  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Winifred  (Elliott)  Edgcumbe. 
The  former  named  was  born  in  England  in  1759, 
spent  his  entire  life  there  and  died  in  the  same 
house  in  which  he  was  born:  his  wife  was  born 
in  England  in  1760,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
this  country,  at  the  home  of  her  son  George 
Edgcumbe,  in  Burlington  Vermont.  George 
Edgcumbe  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  prior  to 
the  year  1799  lie  settled  in  Winooski  Falls, 
where  he  rented  a  grist  mill,  for  which  he  paid 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  he  operated  this 
mill  for  many  years,  being  the  only  miller  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  he  was  also  very  handy 
at  all  kinds  of  repairing.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased the  homestead  built  by  Thomas  Aims  be- 
fore the  year  1799,  which  is  still  standing  and 
in  which  two  of  the  Edgcumbe  descendants  now 
reside.  He  married  Grace  James,  born  in  Corn- 
wall county,  England,  October  17,  1798,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  James,  the 
former  named  being  born  in  1768,  in  Cornwall 
county,  England,  where  he  died.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edgcumbe:  Sarah;  Grace;  Benjamin;  Jane, 
wife  of  Edwin  Chase,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, George  E.,  and  Mary  Josephine,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Hiram  E.  Sibley;  Sarah  Ann; 
Mary  E. ;  Angelinc;  George;  William;  Mary 
Matilda ;  Edward ;  and  Lucia  Edgcumbe. 

SAMUEL  B1GWOOD. 

Samuel  Bigwood,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Winooski,  Vermont,  was  born  in  Frome,  coun- 
ty Somerset,  England,  July  21.  1833.  a  son  of 
William  and  Jane  Bigwooc.  Alnnit  the  year 
1840  William  ISigwood.  father  of  Samuel,  came 
to  America  from  England,  and  located  in  Win- 
ooski. where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hur- 
Iington  Wcxilcn  Mill  Company,  in  which  position 
he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Two  years 
later  his  wife,  his  son  Samuel  and  a  daughter 
named  Icanettc  came  to  this  country,  and  subse- 
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quently  another  daughter,  Emma,  also  joined 
them  here,  James,  William  and  Eliza,  their  other 
children,  having  previously  died  in  England. 
Jcanette  married  Mr.  Manley,  of  Washington, 
Massachusetts,  and  after  his  death  married  Mr. 
Whipple,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Emma 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Fraiser,  and  one 
son,  Samuel,  was  born  to  them.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Frasier  she  married  Mr.  McGill.  They 
reside  in  Burlington,  Vermont.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Bigwood  both  died  when  in  their  sev- 
enty-first year. 

Samuel  Bigwood  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  England,  after  which  he  served  a 
seven  years'  apprenticeship  in  the  tinsmith  trade 
there.  Later  he  emigrated  to  this  country,  where 
he  was  employed  by  James  Shed,  of  Burlington, 
and  one  year  later  he  removed  to  Utica,  New 
York,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Easton,  Penn- 
sylvania. Subsequently  he  returned  to  Winoo- 
ski.  Vermont,  where  he  established  a  tinsmith  and 
hardware  business.  So  successful  did  this  en- 
terprise prove  that  he  has  continued  in  the  same 
line  of  business  for  over  forty  years. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Bigwood  has 
taken  much  interest  in  public  matters,  and  has 
been  entrusted  by  his  townsmen  with  many  re- 
sponsible positions.  For  many  years  he  served 
as  selectman  of  the  town;  was  a  trustee  of  the 
schools;  a  trustee  of  the  village  and  trustee  of 
the  Winooski  Savings  Bank.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Bigwcx>d  is  associated  with  Webster  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.  Mr.  Bigwood  is  a  consistent  member 
and  serves  as  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
Burlington,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Bigwood  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Aim  Granger,  widow  of  John  Granger,  and 
the  daughter  of  Elijah  Herrich.  of  West  Milton. 
Four  children  were  born  to  them:  Frank  E., 
who  is  in  business  with  his  father,  married  Miss 
Dora  Leavenworth,  and  the  following  named 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  Ella.  Elizabeth, 
Marion.  Bert  and  Frank  Samuel ;  the  father  of 
these  children  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  se- 
lectman and  president  of  the  village,  and  is  a 
member  of  Webster  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
William  H..  a  lumberman  of  Ontario,  married 
Miss  Cora  Temple,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan,  and 
their  two  children  arc  Paul  and  Marguerite. 
Harry   W.,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Rhode 
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Island,  married  Miss  Susie  Lee.  Fred  H.,  em- 
ployed by  the  Porter  Screen  Company,  of  Winoo- 
ski, Vermont,  married  Miss  Bessie  La  Fontain. 

JOSEPH  A.  WILDER. 

The  family  of  this  lately  deceased  citizen  of 
Brattleboro,  was  not  only  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Vermont,  but  boasts  a  pedigree  which  runs  far 
back  towards  the  "twilight  of  history,"  when  the 
threads  are  taken  up  on  the  other  side  of  the 
ocean.  The  first  conspicuous  figure  of  the  name 
was  Nicholas  Wilder,  a  military  chieftain,  who 
came  over  from  France  with  the  Earl  of  Rich- 
mond, landed  at  Milford  Haven  and  took  part 
in  the  army  of  his  liege  lord  at  the  battle  of  Bos- 
worth  in  1485.  The  founder  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  family  came  to  this  country  in  the 
early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  is 
heard  of  as  early  as  1640  as  a  ]>ermanent  citi- 
zen of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  In  1654  he 
settled  <m  the  Nashawena  river,  about  forty  miles 
west  of  Charlestown,  where  he  owned  a  farm  of 
five  hundred  acres  and  held  the  office  of  select- 
man from  1660  to  1667.  Nathaniel,  youngest 
of  his  five  children,  was  prominent  both  in  civic 
and  military  life  and  an  active  as  well  as  useful 
citizen.  He  was  captain  of  a  militia  company 
and  was  killed  during  an  attack  of  the  Indians 
in  1704.  He  married  Mary  Sawyer,  and  by  her 
had  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Nathaniel, 
son  and  namesake  of  the  last  mentioned,  was  born 
in  1673.  married  in  1706.  settled  in  Lancaster, 
lxmght  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Petersham 
and  had  twelve  children.  One  of  the  latter, 
named  Joshua  Wilder,  was  l>orn  in  I^ncaster, 
Vermont,  learned  the  saddler's  trade,  and  in  1739- 
removed  to  Princeton,  then  just  settled,  his 
daughter,  Sarah,  being  the  first  child  born  in  the 
town.  In  1752  he  removed  to  a  farm  on  the 
banks  of  Swift  river,  now  in  the  town  of  Wave, 
on  which  some  of  his  posterity  still  live.  He 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Keycs,  of  Lan- 
caster, by  whom  he  had  the  following  named 
children:  Rosina,  Joshua,  Abie,  Sarah,  Phebe, 
Solomon,  Thankful,  John,  Prudence,  Nathaniel 
and  Damaris.  The  Joshua  mentioned  as  the 
second  child  in  the  foregoing  list  was  born  in 
1 73' 1  came  to  the  town  of  Brattleboro  from 
Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  in  early  man- 
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liood  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
the  Wilder  brothers,  which  was  ever  afterward 
in  the  possession  of  himself  and  his  posterity. 
On  the  4th  of  June,  1760,  Joshua  Wilder  was 
married  to  Margery  Dunstcr,  of  Dummcrston, 
by  whom  he  had  eleven  children:  Sarah,  Mary, 
Polly,  John,  Solomon,  Margery,  Clarissa,  Joseph, 
Damaris,  Phineas  and  Emma.  Solomon  Wilder, 
fifth  in  order  of  the  last  mentioned  list  of  chil- 
dren, was  born  October  11,  1772,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  succeeded  to  the  possession  of 
the  home  farm.  lie  married  Lavinia  Miller,  born 
March  5,  1772,  and  member  of  the  well  known 
family  in  Dummcrston,  whose  descendants  are 
now  among  the  most  prominent  residents  of  that 
town.  Solomon  Wilder  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  16,  1832,  his  wife  passing  away 
April  o,  1862.  They  had  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: George  M.,  Susan,  Mary,  Joseph,  Sarah. 
George,  Marshall,  Rebecca  lane  and  Russell 
Keyes. 

Joseph  A.  Wilder,  fourth  of  his  father's  chil- 
dren, was  born  October  13,  1818,  and  remained 
on  the  home  farm  until  well  advanced  in  life. 
In  1843  he  was  married  to  Delia  A.,  daughter  of 
Nathan  Mcrrifield.  of  Newfane,  and  a  Her  that 
event  occupied  the  homestead,  or  the  Headley 
farm,  in  the  neighborhood,  for  eleven  years.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  the  West  Krattlchoro  farm, 
this  side  of  the  covered  bridge,  well  known  under 
his  ownership  and  later  occupied  by  J.  E.  Thur- 
bcr.  In  his  early  manhood  .Mr.  Wilder  was  a 
school  teacher  of  much  repute  in  the  towns  about, 
his  commanding  presence  and  robust  physique 
being  important  factors  in  the  successful  manage- 
ment* of  the  district  schools  of  those  day*.  As 
a  farmer  he  was  a  man  of  great  industry,  thrift 
and  enterprise,  the  result  being  that  before  called 
to  answer  the  final  summons  Ik-  had  accumulated 
a  handsome  supply  of  this  world's  goods.  He 
was  verv  religious  in  his  tendencies,  ami  in  1832 
united  with  the  Congregational  church  of  I'rat- 
tlchoro, then  known  as  the  "old  church  on  the 
common.''  He  was  a  life  member  of  the  foreign, 
home  and  American  missionary  societies.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  deacon  of  the  church  at 
We-l  linttleboro.  ns  was  al>o  his  grandfather. 
Joshua  Wilder.  Joseph  and  Delia  ('Mcrrifield') 
\\  ilder  had  four  children,  of  whom  Julia  Vir- 


ginia died  when  seventeen  years  old,  and  Emma 
Lewis  in  the  eighth  year  of  her  age.  Jennie 
Ellen,  the  youngest  child,  married  Lemuel  A. 
Eales.  of  Hinsdale,  a  printer  in  an  office  at 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  they  have  two 
children  :  Arthur  Wilder  and  Gerald. 

In  1883  Deacon  Joseph  Wilder,  as  he  was 
familiarly  known,  bought  the  place  in  the  village 
of  l'.raltleljoro  formerly  occupied  by  Eerdinand 
Tyler,  and  where  he  passed  the  declining  years 
of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  October  7,  1889, 
as  the  result  of  several  attacks  of  an  apopletic 
nature.  The  funeral  took  place  from  the  house 
on  the  following  Wednesday  afternoon,  his  pas- 
tor, Rev.  C.  O.  Day,  officiating  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  concourse  of  sincere  mourners.  All 
agreed  that  the  deceased  was  a  good  citizen,  a 
man  of  sterling  qualities,  of  unswerving  integrity 
and  sincerely  anxious  to  perform  conscientiously 
his  every  duty  to  God  and  man.  To  the  mission- 
ary and  other  benevolent  causes  represented  by 
his  church  Mr.  Wilder  was  always  a  willing  and 
generous  contributor,  and  during  his  whole  life 
all  his  influence  was  given  to  the  cause  of  morality 
and  righteousness. 

TORREY  WALES  SIHLEY. 

Torrey  Wales  Sibley,  of  Essex  Junction,  Ver- 
mont, a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in 
West  ford,  Vermont,  August  17,  1841,  a  son  of 
Timothy  and  Abby  (Davis)  Sibley.  Ebenezer 
Sibley,  grandfather  of  Torrey  Wales  Sibley,  re- 
moved from  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  to  Vermont  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  At 
that  time  the  place  was  a  regular  wilderness,  but 
Mr.  Sibley  resolutely  set  to  work  and  cleared  an 
extensive  tract,  which  he  cultivated  and  worked 
upon  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  While 
a  resident  of  Massachusetts  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  deputy  sheriff,  and  after  his  removal 
to  Vermont  he  performed  most  of  the  clerical 
work  for  his  townsmen,  and  also  occupied  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  married 
a  Miss  P.each,  and  the  following  named  children 
were  Imrn  to  them :  Edwin.  Silas  B.,  Warren, 
Louisa.  John.  Louvisa  and  Timothy  Sibley. 

Timothy  was  the  father  of  Torrey  Wales 
Sibley.  He  was  born  in  Westford,  Vermont,  in 
1803.  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  educa- 
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tion  in  the  district  schools.  He  then  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  fanning  in  West  ford 
until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Winooski.  where 
he  resided  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  state  militia,  and  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  constable  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Sibley  married  Miss  Abby  Davis,  bom  in  Milton, 
Vermont,  March  12,  1807,  a  daughter  of  Jackson 
Davis.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  name- 
ly: Charlotte  Louise,  born  December  9.  1829, 
married  Charles  Osgood,  and  died  in  1873: 
Moses  Davis,  born  May  5.  1831  :  Lvdia  A.,  born 
April  23,  1835.  wife  of  Isaac  C.  Osgood:  Huldah. 
born  December  28,  1837,  died  in  infancy ;  Tor  rev- 
Wales,  born  August  17,  1841  ;  Silas  Beach,  born 
June  12,  1844,  a  resident  of  Berlin.  Vermont ;' 
Edwin  Scranton,  born  July  16,  1848.  a  resident 
of  Chicago,  Illinois:  and  Hiram  Eugene,  born 
August  4.  1851.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  September  24,  1880,  and  the  wife  died 
August  23.  1877. 

Torrey  Wales  Sibley,  fifth  child  in  order  of 
birth  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sibley,  passed  his 
childhood  days  upon  a  farm,  and  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town.  Upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  in  1861  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A.  Thirteenth  Regiment,  Vermont 
Volunteer  infantry,  and  he  served  in  the  defense 
of  Washington.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  where  he  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  thigh  which  disabled  him  from  partaking 
in  further  active  duty.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  Brattlcboro  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment.  After  the  termination  of  the  war  he 
located  in  Boston,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
express  business  for  twenty-three  years,  but  in 
1886  he  returned  to  Essex  Junction.  Vermont, 
where  his  time  was  occupied  by  farming,  and  he 
gave  it  his  exclusive  attention  for  two  years.  He 
then  established  a  hardware  business,  which  he 
conducted  for  four  years,  and  then  continued 
farming  until  I'joo,  when  he  retired  from  active 
service. 

On  November  6,  1867,  Mr.  Sibley  married 
Miss  Diantha  Seavey,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Eliza  (Eaton)  Seavey.  They  had  two  children: 
Fred  Stanley,  born  July  10,  1870,  is  engaged  in 
the  stationery  business  in  Boston,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Luthera  E.  Smcad,  liorn  in 
Malone,  New  Vork.  a  daughter  of  Dr.  D.  W. 


Smcad,  of  Essex  Junction.  Vermont  .  their  three 
children  are:  Archer  L.,  l>orn  Octolx-r  2,  1892; 
Helen  Mildred,  born  August  9.  1804;  and  Carl- 
ton R..  born  February  27,  1897.  Lottie  May,  the 
second  child,  born  May  15.  1874.  died  February 
9,  1890. 

OR  MONO  COLE. 

Ormond  Cole,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Winooski,  Vermont,  is  de- 
scended from  an  old  and  honorable  English 
family,  and  his  American  ancestors  were  con- 
spicuous in  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  times, 
both  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  hav- 
ing borne  an  honorable  part  in  the  struggle  for 
liberty. 

He  was  born  in  Calais,  Vermont.  September 
1,  1829.  second  child  of  Thomas  and  Fiorina 
(Perry)  Cole.  In  the  paternal  line  he  descended 
from  James  Cole  (l),  who  came  from  England 
(probably  Essex),  in  October.  1634.  and  mar- 
ried Mary  Cole.  Their  son  Hugh  (2)  married 
Marv,  a  daughter  of  Richard  1*  ox  well:  their  son 
John  (3)  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Edward 
Gray,  and  their  son  Thomas  (4)  married  Mary- 
Ripley.  Their  son  Archipus  (5)  was  a  non- 
commissioned officer  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  and  in  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  first 
a  minute  man  and  afterwards  a  first  lieutenant : 
he  married  Drucilla  Howland.  Their  son 
Thomas  (6)  was  bom  in  Middleboro,  Massa- 
chusetts, March  22,  1767.  He  removed  in 
1803  to  Vermont,  and  settled  at  Montpelier. 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  having  previously 
been  an  iron  manufacturer.  He  married  Mercy 
Foster,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
named  children  :  Drucilla.  born  March  27.  i7</>. 
who  married  Jonathan  Derrick;  James  Foster. 
l>orn  January  28.  1798,  died  March  7,  1804: 
Nathan  Howland.  born  February  21,  1800,  died 
March  19,  1804:  Eliza,  bom  March  10,  1802. 
who  married  Perez  Wheelock.  a  son  of  the  first 
settler  in  Calais.  Vermont :  Thomas,  born  March 
26,  1805;  James  Harvey,  bom  January  14,  1807, 
who  married  F.melinc  Hicks:  Fanny,  born  No- 
vember 30,  1808,  who  married  John  S.  Ware :  Ira, 
born  February  11,  ]8ri,  died  October  25,  1833. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  October  8, 
1848.  and  the  father  June  24.  1840. 
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Thomas  Cole  (7).  fifth  child  in  the  family 
last  named,  was  l)orn  in  Montpclicr,  Vermont, 
March  26,  1805.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  early  turned  his  attention  to  the 
mechanical  arts,  for  which  he  developed  a  special 
genius.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Defiance,  Ohio, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
came  into  prominence,  serving  as  sheriff  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  was  an  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  his  early  life,  but  subsequently 
affiliated  with  the  Republicans.  He  married 
Fiorina,  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Mary  ( Bliss) 
Perry,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
named  children:  Mary  Amanda,  born  June  18. 
1827,  who  lxrcame  the  wife  of  R.  S.  Grossman, 
of  Burlington,  Vermont :  Ormond,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  review :  Mora,  born  July  4.  1832. 
who  became  the  wife  of  Truman  Rich,  of  Wis- 
consin; and  Abner  K.,  born  October  26,  1834. 
who  married  Laura  Dodge,  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Philadelphia. 

In  the  maternal  line  Ormond  Cole  (8),  sec- 
ond child  of  Thomas  and  Fiorina  (Perry)  Cole, 
descended  from  the  famous  Elder  Brewster, 
whose  daughter.  Patience,  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Prence,  who  was  three  times  governor 
of  the  Massachusetts  colony.  Their  daughter, 
Mercy,  married  John  Freeman;  their  son,  John, 
married  Sarah  Myrick;  their  daughter,  Mary, 
married  Chillingworth  Foster;  their  son,  James, 
married  Lydia  Winslow:  their  son.  James,  mar- 
ried Mary  Lewis,  aunt  of  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Lewis, 
whose  daughter  married  Thomas  Cole. 

Ormond  Cole  (8)  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  village.  At 
the  early  age  of  eleven  years  he  began  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  and  before  he  became  a 
man  he  had  taught  school  for  three  years.  In 
early  life  he  removed  to  Winooski.  where  he  en- 
gaged in  a  manufacturing  business,  in  which  he 
continued  until  1877,  known  as  the  oldest 
living  manufacturer  in  this  portion  of  the  state. 
On  retiring  from  manufacturing  he  became  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Winooski  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  trustee  for  two  years, 
president  for  six  years,  and  since  his  retirement 
from  that  position  he  has  been  the  treasurer,  and 
is  the  only  one  of  the  charter  members  who  is 
yet  connected  with  it,  and  is  the  oldest  bank 
officer  in  that  portion  of  the  state.    Successful  in 


all  his  enterprises,  the  result  has  been  due  to  his 
unaided  effort,  and  he  stands  as  a  conspicuous 
example  of  a  truly  self-made  man,  and  one  who 
has  ever  preserved  an  irreproachable  character 
for  integrity  and  ability  of  a  high  order. 

In  his  political  atlilations  Mr.  Cole  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  creditably  served  in  almost  all 
of  the  local  offices.  He  holds  a  very  prominent 
position  in  the  Masonic  order,  having  been  mas- 
ter of  Webster  Lodge  for  twelve  years,  high 
priest  of  the  Burlington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  for 
two  years,  grand  master  of  the  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masons  for  two  years,  and  eminent 
commander  of  Burlington  Commandery  No.  2. 
for  three  years.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Algonquin  Club  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  ami 
is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, deriving  his  membership  from  his  dis- 
tinguished Revolutionary  ancestors. 

October  25.  1855,  .Mr.  Cole  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Laura  Adeline  Slater,  born  in 
Essex,  Vermont,  May  5.  1833,  a  daughter  of 
Chester  and  Rhoda  ( Woodsworth)  Slater.  To 
them  was  l)orn  a  daughter.  Helen  Adeline.  June 
9,  1859,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  James  D.  Tanner, 
who  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Mary  Cole 
Tanner,  born  May  8,  1889. 

ALEXANDER  THAYER  ARKLEY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Alexander  Thayer  Arkley,  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Essex  Junction,  Vermont,  was  born 
in  the  province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  August  30, 
1850,  a  son  of  John  Arkley,  who  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated  about  1830,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Canada. 

Dr.  -  Alexander  Thayer  Arkley  attended  the 
public  schools  in  his  native  town,  and  then,  de- 
ciding to  become  a  medical  practitioner,  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1871.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Enos- 
burg,  Vermont,  and  after  remaining  there  for 
some  time,  engaged  in  a  general  practice,  he  re- 
moved first  to  Westfold,  and  then  to  Milton,  and 
finally  in  1889  he  settled  in  Essex  Junction, 
where  he  is  now  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  patronage.  The  medical 
fraternity  of  Essex  Junction  has  many  repre- 
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sentativcs,  yet  none  are  more  devoted  to  their 
profession  or  are  more  earnest  in  the  discliarge 
of  their  duties  than  Dr.  Arkley,  who  has  gained 
a  creditable  position  and  won  gratifying  results. 
In  addition  to  his  private  practice,  Dr.  Arkley 
acts  in  the  capacity  of  local  surgeon  for  the  Cen- 
tral Vermont  Railroad  Company,  is  consulting 
physician  for  the  Mary  Fletcher  Hospital  of 
Burlington,  Vermont,  and  he  also  occupies  the 
same  position  for  the  Fanny  Allen  Hospital.  Dr. 
Arkley  is  actively  associated  with  the  Vermont 
Medical  Society. 

In  his  political  relations  Dr.  Arkley  is  a  firm 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of 
Wcstfold  in  the  state  legislature  for  the  year 
1882.  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  matters 
that  pertain  to  the  political  and  social  life  of 
Essex  Junction,  Vermont.  He  is  also  prominent- 
ly identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1875  l-*1"-  Arkley  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ellen  Grow,  daughter  of  R.  ii.  Grow,  of 
Wcstfold.  Vermont :  one  child  was  born  of  this 
union,  Hazel  Arkley.  Mrs.  Arkley  died  in  1884, 
and  in  February,  1887,  Dr.  Arkley  married  Miss 
Jennie  Dixon,  daughter  of  Dr.  L.  J.  Dixon,  of 
Milton.  Vermont;  they  had  one  son,  Donald  D. 
Arkley.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Arkley,  which 
occurred  in  February,  1894,  Dr.  Arkley  was 
joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marion  Ward  Mosher, 
who  was  born  in  Milton,  Vermont,  reared  in 
Providence.  Rhode  Island,  a  daughter  of  George 
Mosher.  One  son  has  been  born  of  this  mar- 
riage. Robert  Gordon  Arkley. 

r  1 1 1<  1  s re ) r n  1: k  coi  .r  u  n c s  i  r t x  a  m .  j «. 

Few  men  in  \e\v  England  can  <rlaim  a  more 
ancient  <-r  honorable  lineage  than  ("hristophe' 
Columbus  Putnam,  Jr.,  the  foremost  man  of  af- 
fairs in  I'utuamville,  Vermont,  and  a  represent- 
ative in  the  present  generation  of  a  family  promi- 
nent during  both  the  colonial  and  Revolutionary 
period-.  Guarded  by  the  range  of  the  Chiltcrn 
Hills,  which  border  the  eastern  part  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Bedford  and  Hartford,  in  old  England, 
•ies  the  Vale  of  Aylesbury,  in  which  is  situate.' 
the  pari-h  of  Puttenham  and  the  village  of  Aston 
Abbott-,   the  ancestral  home  of  the  Putnams. 


The  manor  house  stands  within  its  park  on  one 
side  of  the  green,  and  at  the  further  end,  on  the 
left,  is  {he  ancient  church.  Near  by  is  Mentmore, 
the  scat  of  Lord  Rosebcrry,  and  the  extensive 
estates  of  the  Rothschilds.  Northeast,  about  ten 
miles,  lies  the  ancient  town  of  Tring.  This  is 
the  district  familiar  to  John  Putnam  in  his  youth, 
for  in  the  neighborhood  have  lived  his  ancestors 
for  .sixteen  generations  before  him,  and  at  Win- 
grove  lived  his  parents  and  grandparents,  and 
here  he  was  baptized  and  married.  His  later 
home  was  at  Rurstone,  a  town  further  north,  and 
from  there  he  migrated  to  New  England  to  seek 
a  new  home  in  the  then  unbroken  wilderness  of 
Massachusetts. 

John  Putnam,  ( 1 )  of  Aston  Abbotts,  county 
of  1  tucks,  Fngland,  and  of  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
was  lmm  about  1580,  and  died  suddenly  in 
Salem  village,  Massachusetts.  December  30,  1662, 
aged  about  eighty  years.  He  married,  in  Eng- 
land. Priscilla  Gould,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
church  in  Salem  in  164 1.  His  father.  John  Put- 
nam Sr.,  was  a  resident  in  Aston  Abbotts,  Eng- 
land as  late  as  1627,  but  just  when  he  came  to 
Xew  England  is  not  known,  but  family  tradition 
is  responsible  for  the  date  1034.  and  we  know  that 
the  tradition  has  Ixen  in  the  family  for  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  If  John  I'utnam  came 
in  1634  he  must  have  witnessed  the  excitement 
over  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinson  ( 1634-8),  the  banish- 
ment of  Roger  Williams  from  Salem  and  the 
colony  (1635),  and  very  likely  taken  part  in  the 
attempt  to  put  the  colony  in  a  state  of  defense 
against  Charles  II  and  Went  worth,  who  were 
ruling  England  without  the  aid  of  a  parliament 
(1635).  In  1636-7  occurred  the  terrible  Pequot 
war,  and  although  we  find  no  mention  of  his  name 
in  connection  with  this  war,  yet  it  is  probable 
that  he  took  part  in  it  with  all  the  other  men  in 
the  colony,  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms. 

John  Putnam  was  a  farmer  and  exceedingly 
well-off  for  those  days.  He  wrote  a  fair  hand,  as 
deeds  of  record  show  .  In  these  deeds  he  styles 
himself  "Yocman"  once,  in  1655  "husbandman." 
It  is  probable  that  he  suffered  a  shock  of  paralysis, 
for  his  grandson  Edward  wrote  ( 1733)  that.  "He 
ate  his  supper,  went  to  prayers  witn  his  family, 
and  died  before  he  went  to  sleep."  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  church  in  1647,  s'x  years  later  than 
his  wiie,  and  was  also  freeman  the  same  year. 
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Lieutenant  Thomas  Putnam,  (2)  eldest  son 
of  John  and  Pnscilla  (Gould)  Putnam,  was  born 
at  Aston  Abbotts,  county  Bucks,  England,  March 
7,  1614-5,  and  died  at  Salem  village,  Massachus- 
etts, May  5,  1686.    He  married,  first,  at  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  August  17,  1643,  Ann,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Prudence  (Stockton)  Holyoke. 
The  Holyoke  family  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  aristocratic  families  in  the  colony.  Mrs. 
Putnam  died  September  1,  1665.  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Putnam  married,  second,  at  Salem,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1666,  Mary  Veren,  widow  of  Nathaniel 
Vercn,  a  rich  merchant  formerly  of  Salem.  Mrs. 
Putnam  (second)  died  March  16,  1694.    In  16S4 
Mrs.  Putnam,  in  the  appointment  of  scats  in  the 
meeting  house  at  the  village,  was  seated  in  the 
first   or  principal   pew   reserved   for  women. 
Thomas  Putnam,  Sr.,  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lynn 
in  1640,  freeman  in  1642 ;  one  of  the  seven  select- 
men of  Lynn  in  1643,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
church  in  Salem,  April  3,  1643.    In  i<H5  t,,e 
general  court  passed  the  following  order:  "Mr. 
Thomas  Putnam  is  appointed  by  the  courts  to  end 
smalc  causes  for  ye  towne  of  Lynne  for  ye  yea  re 
■ensuing  June  18,  1645."    He  was  "Chosen  for 
Gran  Juryman"  in  Salem  in  1648,  and  was  chosen 
constable  for  Salem  in  place  of  Mr.  William 
Browne.  October  10,  1655.    The  office  of  consta- 
ble at  that  time  carried  great  authority,  and 
covered  the  entire  load  administration  of  affairs, 
lie  was  also  the  first  parish  clerk  at  Salem  vil- 
lage, and  was  prominent  in  local  as  well  as  town 
affairs.   October  8,  1662,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
general  court  as  lieutenant  in  the  troop  of  horse. 
He  was  also  the  largest  tax  payer  in  Salem  in 
1682.    Two  of  Massachusetts'  most  honored  citi- 
zens arc  direct  descendants  of  Mrs.  (Vcren) 
Putnam,  viz:   Robert  C.  Winthrop  and  Hon. 
William  C.  Endicott.    The  homestead  of  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Putnam  is  still  standing,  a  little 
<  ast  of  Hawthorne's  Hill,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Danvers. 

Sergeant  Thomas  Putnam.  (3)  son  of  Thomas 
and  Ann  (Tlolyokc)  Putnam,  was  born  in  Salem, 
January  12.  1^52,  and  died  in  Salem,  May  24. 
1699.  He  married  Ann,  youngest  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Carr,  of  Salisbury,  born 
there  June  15,  t66t,  died  in  Salem  village,  June 
8.  1699.  Sergeant  Thomas  Putnam  received  a 
liberal  education,  but.  like  many  others  whom  we 


should  call  more  enlightened,  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  witchcraft  delusion  of  1692,  being  only 
second  to  Parris  in  the  fury  with  which  he  seemed 
to  ferret  out  the  victims  of  his  young  daughter's 
insane  desire  for  notoriety.  His  wife  also  took  an 
active  part  in  these  proceedings.  She  was  the  sis- 
ter of  Mary  Carr,  wife  of  Mr.  James  Bayley, 
whose  ministry  at  the  village  was  the  cause  of  so 
much  dissension,  and  which  indirectly  added  to 
the  bitterness  of  the  witchcraft  persecutions.  Ser- 
geant Putnam  was  of  a  decisive  and  obstinate 
nature.  He  had  great  influence  in  the  village, 
and  did  not  hesitate  to  use  it.  He  had  been  in  the 
N'arragansett  fight,  Iwlongcd  to  the  company  of 
troopers,  and  was  parish  clerk.  Many  of  the 
records  of  the  withcraft  proceedings  are  in  his 
hand.  He  wrote  a  fine,  clear  and  beautiful  hand. 
It  was  in  the  house  of  Sergeant  Thomas  Putnam 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parris  that  the  "bewitched" 
children  first  met  to  accomplish  their  pranks.  In 
the  "circle"  were  the  daughter  of  Sergeant 
Thomas  Putnam,  Ann,  liorn  October  18,  1679, 
and  a  maid  servant  of  Mrs.  Putnam.  Man'  Lewis. 
Sergeant  Thomas  Putnam  and  probably  his  wife 
were  firm  believers  in  the  whole  matter,  but,  like 
many  others,  showed  a  lamentable  lack  of  common 
sense.  The  strain  was  too  much  for  him,  and 
he  died  soon  after  the  trial ;  his  wife  lived  only 
a  few  weeks  longer. 

Seth  Putnam,  (4)  son  of  Sergeant  Thomas 
and  Ann  (Carr)  Putnam,  was  born  in  Salem  vil- 
lage in  May,  1695.  and  died  in  Charlestown,  New 
Hampshire,  November  30,  1775.  He  married, 
September  16,  17 18.  Ruth,  daughter  of  John 
Whipple,  and  born  in  1692,  and  died  in  Giarles- 
town.  New  Hampshire.  February  r,  1785.  Seth 
Putnam  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  Danvers 
Putnams  to  go  forth  into  the  wilderness  and  make 
a  home  for  himself  and  family.  In  17 19  he 
bought  of  Samuel  Walker  for  two  hundred 
pounds,  a  house  lot  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Billerica.  Massachusetts.  Here  he  lived  until 
1750,  when  he  removed  to  Number  Four,  now 
Charlestown,  l\ew  Hampshire.  This  frontier  post 
had  been  fearfully  exposed  to  Indian  attacks,  and 
but  three  of  the  original  grantees  had  settled 
there.  In  1746  Number  Four  had  been  aban- 
doned by  the  settlers,  who  tok  up  their  abode  in 
Groton.  Lunenburg  and  Locminster,  Massashus- 
etts.    In  1747  the  place  was  again  garrisoned, 
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and  on  June  21,  1751,  a  company  of  the  settlers 
was  organized  with  Phineas  Stevens  as  captain. 
On  (he  rolls  of  this  company  are  found  the  nanu  s 
of  two  of  Seth's  sons.  Ebenezer  and  Seth,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  and  Seth.  Jr.,  were  at  Number  hour  in 
1747,  when  Debelinc  with  his  party  of  three  hun- 
dred French  and  Indians  attacked  the  post,  and 
fought  bravely  in  defense  of  the  place.  Seth.  Jr.. 
was  killed  by  a  small  party  of  the  enemy.  May  jo. 
of  the  same  year,  while  assisting  to  guard  a  party 
of  women  who  had  gone  nut  to  milk  their  cows. 
In  (755.  upon  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Charlestown.  fourteen  in  numlicr,  among  whom 
were  Seth  and  his  son  Ebenezer.  Massachusetts 
again  garrisoned  the  tow  n.  There  had  been  ten 
Indian  attacks  between  1753  and  1755.  and  New 
Hampshire  had  faded  to  afford  the  town  any 
protection.  Seth  Putnam  helped  to  form  the  first 
church  at  Charlestown  and  was  one  of  the  first 
ten  members. 

Ebenezer  Putnam,  (5)  son  of  Seth  and  Ruth 
(Whipple)  Putnam,  was  born  in  Billcrica.  New 
Hampshire,  August  8,  1719.  and  died  in  Charles- 
town, New  Hampshire.  February  2.  1782.  He 
married  Mary  Parker,  born  March  2,  1721,  died 
January  12,  1807.  Ebenezer  Putnam  was  early 
at  Number  Four,  or  what  is  now  Charlestown, 
being  one  of  the  grantees.  He  was  there  in  1745. 
and  in  1746  was  on  Colonel  Josiah  Willard's  roll 
of  the  company  stationed  at  Fort  Dummer.  also 
in  1748  and  several  of  the  following  years.  He 
also  served  under  Captain  Phineas  Stevens,  dur- 
ing the  years  when  the  early  settlers  were  in 
constant  warfare  with  the  wandering  bands  of 
French  and  Indians. 

Fort  Dummer  was  the  first  settlement  in  what 
is  now  Vermont,  and  was  a  post  established  bv 
Massachusetts  to  protect  her  frontier,  and  when 
in  1745,  New  Hampshire,  having  previously  ob- 
tained a  grant  of  this  country  from  the  king,  re 
fused  to  garrison  posts  on  the  Connecticut  river. 
Massachusetts  sent  troops  to  Fort  Dummer  under 
Captain  Wiltard.  and  later  a  troop  of  rangers  un- 
der Captain  Stevens  to  Number  Four.  Shortly 
after  Captain  Stevens-  arrival,  that  place  repulsed 
a  fierce  Indian  attack,  and  sobravelv  protected  the 
fort  that  when  the  intelligence  of  the  brave  de- 
fense was  received  at  P.oston,  Cnmmodore  Sir 
Charles  Knnwles  was  so  highly  gratified  at  the 
conduct  of  the  defenders  that  he  presented  Cap- 


tain Stevens  with  an  elegant  sword.  Number 
Four  was  incoporated  into  a  town  in  1753,  and 
was  named  by  the  incorporators  as  Charlestown, 
in  honor  of  the  Commodore.  Nearly  all  the 
troopers  engaged  in  defending  these  two  forts 
were  former  settlers  from  Massachusetts,  and 
prominent  among  them  were  the  Putnams. 

Et)cnczer  Putnam  was  first  chosen  deacon  of 
the  church  at  Charlestown  and  selectman  in  1755 
and  1756,  also  in  1761  and  1765. 

Jacob  Putnam.  (6)  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Man 
(Parker)  Putnam,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  New 
Hampshire,  March  16,  1771.  In  1784,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years,  he  came  to  Middlesex,  Wash- 
ington county.  V  ermont,  with  his  brother  Seth. 
Seth  was  the  third  settler  in  the  county,  the  fir»t 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town,  the  first  town 
clerk,  the  second  selectman,  the  second  represent- 
ative from  the  town  of  Middlesex,  a  senator,  and 
a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  in  170,3. 
He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  was  a 
lieutenant  under  Seth  Warner. 

Jacob  Putnam  settled,  in  1802.  on  the  North 
Branch,  on  the  farm  known  as  the  Elijah  Whit- 
ney place.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  the  western 
part  of  the  town,  and  here,  for  more  than  forty 
years,  he  led  the  life  of  a  farmer,  at  the  same 
time  following  the  carpenter's  trade.  Although 
it  is  probable  that  his  educational  opportunities 
had  l>een  limited,  he  possessed,  naturally,  a  clear 
head,  a  strong  mind  and  sound  judgment.  His 
neighbors  testified  to  their  appreciation  of  thc-H 
qualities  by  frequently  electing  him  to  town  of- 
fices, and  he  assisted  in  surveying  the  town.  He 
married  Polly  Worth,  l>orn  in  1703.  daughter  of 
Timothy  Wroth,  of  Portsmouth.  New  Hampshire 
She  died  in  Middlesex.  Vermont.  May  20,.  1X44 

Christopher  Columbus  Putnam.  Sr..  (7)  son 
of  Jacob  and  Polly  (Worth)  Putnam,  was  bom 
in  Middlesex.  Vermont,  Februarv  n.  1810.  A 
common  school  education  failed  to  satisfy  the 
needs  of  his  vigo.-ous  and  active  mind,  and  his 
his  natural! v  tine  abilities,  aided  bv  close  appli- 
cation, made  bun  a  man  of  wide  ami  varied  infor- 
mation. The  record  of  his  life  shows  that  he 
combined  with  rli ■  -  remarkable  intellectual  devel- 
opment business  abilities  of  a  high  order  In  1815 
a  saw  mill  had  been  built  b\  P.rai  1st  reel  P.aldw  in. 
of  1  .ondondrrn  .  Vcrm<  ni.  at  what  is  now  the  vil- 
lage of  Putnamvilie.  taking  ad\aiilage  of  the  fall 
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of  thirty-three  feet.  The  milt  had  a  capacity  for 
one  hundred  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  annum. 
This  property  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Putnam  in 
1K45,  and  nine  years  later  he  caused  the  old  mill 
to  be  torn  down  and  a  large  double-gang  mill 
erected  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  together 
with  a  grist  mill  and  machinery  for  dressing  lum- 
ber. In  1862  this  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
the  calamity  served  only  to  bring  out  in  stronger 
relief  the  energy  of  Mr.  Putnam's  character. 
That  verv  year  he  built  a  new  mill  on  the  same 
site  with  a  capacity  for  two  million  feet  of  dressed 
lumber  per  annum.  In  early  life  Mr.  Putnam  was 
a  Whig,  and  in  his  later  years  a  Republican,  vot- 
ing, in  1840,  t»  place  General  Harrison  in  the  pres- 
idential chair,  and  in  1888  casting  a  tod  lot  to  raise 
his  grandson  to  the  same  position.  Mr.  Putnam 
was  in  sympathy  with  the  best  thought  and  the 
most  progressive  measures  of  the  day,  being  an 
admirer  of  the  lofty  genius  and  well-nigh  incom- 
parable oratory  of  Webster,  and  of  Sumner, 
scarcely  the  inferior  of  the  former  in  intellectual 
Rifts  and  certainly  his  equal  in  greatness  of  soul. 
Mr.  Putnam  warmly  appreciated  the  fascinating 
eloquence  and  attractive  qualities  of  Henry  Clay, 
and  regarded  with  love  and  veneration  the  char- 
acter of  the  martyred  Lincoln.  Although  never 
an  office-seeker,  Mr.  Putnam's  neighl>ors  paid 
him  the  high  tribute  of  electing  him  to  nearly 
every  office  in  the  town,  and  in  18*14  he  represent- 
ed his  town  in  the  state  legislature.  Mr.  Put- 
nam's character  was  such  as  to  command  the  re- 
spect ami  win  the  love  M  all  who  came  within  his 
influence,  and  his  sterling  worth  and  groat  abili- 
ties made  him  a  leader  in  all  the  affairs  of  his 
community. 

Mr.  Putnam  married  January  14,  1836.  Miss 
Eliza  Stone,  born  in  Washington,  Vermont.  Jan- 
nary  20.  1806,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Fliza  (  W  il- 
liams) Stone.  Their  children  were  :  Mary.  Imrn 
November  6.  1836.  married.  October  in.  1855. 
George  M.  Whitney,  of  Middlesex-.  Vermont  ; 
Christopher  Columbus.  Jr..  lxirn  August  2<\  1830; 
Harriet,  born  January  28.  184K;  Sarah  Adeline, 
bom  December  £.  1850,  married.  December  13. 
>88l,  Harlan  W.  Kemp.  Mrs.  Putnam  died  in 
Middlesex  f  Putnamvillc.)  August  14.  t8<)3.  and 
Mr.  Putnam  passed  away  at  the  same  place.  Jan- 
uary 25,  1809. 

Christopher   C.    Putnam.   Jr..    18)    sun  <>f 


Christopher  Columnus  and  Eliza  (Stone)  Put- 
nam, was  born  in  Middlesex,  Vermont,  August 
26,  1839.  He  received  a  liberal  education, 
first  attending  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  afterward  studying  at  the  Washing- 
ton county  grammar  school  at  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  and  the  Newbury  Seminary.  In 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  1,  Thirteenth  Vermont  Volunteers, 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany. He  was  discharged  in  1*63,  in  consequence 
of  the  regiment  being  nine  months'  men.  During 
the  Fenian  raid  from  Canada  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany L$,  in  the  Fourth  Vermont  Regiment,  was 
made  captain  of  his  company,  and  was  promoted 
to  lieutenant  colonel  After  Mr.  Putnam's  re- 
tirement from  the  army  he  entered  upon  a  busi- 
ness career  and  was  taken  into  partnership  with 
his  father,  the  name  of  the  firm  being  changed  to 
C.  C.  Putnam  &  Son.  In  187 1  the  firm  purchased 
the  Templeton  &  Vailmill  in  Worcester,  Vermont, 
in  1885  built  a  lage  steam  dressing  mill  at  Put- 
namville,  and  in  1890  a  steam  mill  in  Flmore.  in- 
creasing their  output  of  lumber  per  annum  to 
over  six  million  feet.  On  the  death  of  his  father 
he  succeeded  to  the  business  and  to-day  the  output 
is  the  largest  in  central  Vermont.  In  politics  Mr. 
Putnam  is  a  Republican  and  cast  his  first  vo;e  for 
Lincoln.  His  townsmen  have  given  him  re- 
peated proofs  of  their  confidence,  placing  him  in 
the  office  of  selectman,  calling  upon  him  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  state  legislature  in  1886.  and 
making  him  state  senator  in  1898.  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Aurora  Lodge  No.  22,  F.  and  A.  M..  at 
Montpelier,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Putnam  w  as  married  in  Octo1>cr,  1K6S.  to 
Man-  F.  Whitney,  who  died  in  Octoln-r,  1871. 
September  22.  1874.  he  married  Jennie  K.  Wright, 
born  in  Montpelier.  Vermont,  March  25.  1852. 
daughter  of  Medad  and  Mary  Jane  <  Mclntyre) 
Wright.  Their  children  are:  Ralph  Wright, 
born  March  24,  1876.  and  Lttla  Wright,  born  on 
March  18,  1879.  and  graduated  from  Montpelier 
high  school  June  10.  1S98.  and  from  Ouincv  Man- 
sion school,  WnJlaston,  Massachusetts.  June  1 2, 
1902.  Mr.  Putnam  is  the  leading  business  man 
in  the  town  of  Middlesex,  and  is  recognized 
throughout  Washington  county  as  an  influential 
citizen. 
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Ralph  Wright  Putnam,  ninth  in  direct  de- 
scent from  the  emigrant  ancestor,  John  Putnam, 
-of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and  son  of  Christopher 
Columbus,  Jr.  and  Jennie  E.  (Wright,)  Putnam, 
was  born  in  Montpclier,  Vermont,  March  24, 
1876,  and  moved  to  Middlesex  (Putnamvillc) 
when  eight  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  at 
the  common  schools  and  at  the  Montpelier  High 
school,  where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1895. 
He  is  interested  with  his  father,  Christopher  C. 
Putman,  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  the  pres- 
ent firm  of  C.  C.  Putinan  ft  Son  being  the  oldest 
and  largest  lumber  concern  in  central  Vermont. 
Mr.  Putman  has  been  a  member  of  the  Middle- 
sex Republican  town  committee  since  1898,  and 
is  at  present  postmaster  at  Putnamville,  having 
been  appointed  by  President  McKinlev  August 
26,  1898.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Putnam's 
record,  even  at  so  early  an  age,  testifies  to  the 
fact  that  he  is  faithful  to  the  traditions  of  his 
family  in  the  active  interest  which  he  manifests 
in  public  affairs  and  in  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  equally  evident  that  his  townsmen 
appreciate  his  valuable  qualities  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  already  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Washington  county  Republican  committee  and  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Putnam  is  prominent 
in  fraternal  orders,  being  a  member  of  the  Ver- 
mont Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  the  Vermont  Fish 
and  Game  League,  and  the  Apollo  Club  of  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont. 

CALVIX  P.  GILSON. 

Calvin  P.  Gilsm.  a  leading  man  of  affairs  of 
Windham  county,  Vermont,  belongs  to  a  family 
which  has  been  well  known  and  highly  respected 
in  New  England  for  several  generations.  Samuel 
Gilson.  great-grandfather  of  Calvin  P.  Gilson.  was 
born  in  1752,  and  settled  in  Chesterfield,  Xew 
Hampshire,  in  179 1.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  blacksmith  at  Factory  Village,  where  he 
made  scythes  and  axes  and  used  the  first  trip 
hammer  of  this  section  of  Xew  England.  He  was 
the  maker  of  a  sleigh  which  was  owned  by  Cal- 
vin P.  Gilson,  his  great-grandson,  and  was  re- 
cently sold  to  the  keeper  of  a  livery  stable  at 
Northfield,  Massachusetts,  who  used  it  in  ht- 
tradf  with  the  Moody  Seminary  at  that  place. 
Whether  this  masterpiece,  which  must,  ere  tin-. 


have  attained  the  age  of  the  famous  "one  horse 
shay,"  will  testify  to  the  perfection  of  its  manu- 
facture by  closing  its  existence  in  the  same  way, 
or  whether  it  has  already  returned  to  its  con- 
stituent elements,  the  record  does  not  say.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  descendants  of  Samuel  Gilson, 
as  all  who  have  ever  known  them  can  testify, 
have  displayed  the  characteristics  to  be  expected 
of  the  posterity  of  a  man  whose  workmanship  was 
of  so  enduring  a  quality,  and  who  seemed  to  be 
able  to  impart  something  of  his  own  personality 
to  his  handiwork.  Samuel  Gilson's  wife's  first 
name  was  Sarah,  and  he  was  the  father  of  three 
children :  Calvin ;  Mary,  who  married  Azariah 
Walton  in  1812;  and  Sarah,  who  married  Thad- 
dcus  Davis.  Mrs.  Gilson  died  in  1817,  her  hus- 
band surviving  until  1826,  when  he  expired  at  the 
tage  of  seventy-four. 
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CALVIN  P.  CILSON. 

Calvin  Gilson,  s"ii  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Gil- 
son, followed  his  father's  trade  of  blacksmith, 
and  was  also  captain  of  a  company  of  horse 
troop  of  militia.  He  married,  in  1810,  Mehitable 
Partridge,  daughter  "i  Joseph  Partridge.  Their 
children  were:    Prescott  W. :  Louisa  Ann.  who 
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married  in  1836,  Nelson  H.  Chandler;  Luke  II., 
born  September  4,  1819;  Sarah,  who  married 
John  W.  Burpee,  now  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont; 
Joseph  P.,  now  judge  of  a  New  York  city  court, 
owner  of  a  plantation  in  Georgia,  and  a  summer 
residence  in  Saratoga,  and  who  married  Cina 
Meeks,  of  Bennington,  Vermont.  Calvin  Gilson 
died  in  1823,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in 
1857.  Mr.  Gilsoo  was  to  the  last  of  his  life  a 
resident  of  Chesterfield,  New  Hampshire. 

Prescott  W.  Gilson,  son  of  Calvin  and  Mehita- 
ble  (Partridge)  Gilson,  was  born  December  31, 
1812,  in  Chesterfield,  New  Hampshire,  in  which 
place,  and  also  in  Walpole,  New  Hampshire,  he 
followed  the  ancestral  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He 
was  prominent  in  the  state  militia,  and  in  politics 
was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat.  He  married  Ada- 
line  Whitney,  who  died  in  1836.  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  her  age.  He  afterward  married  Urania 
M.,  daughter  of  Benoni  Strecter,  his  second  mar- 
riage taking  place  February  2,  1837.  Their  chil- 
dren were :  Calvin  P. ;  Adaline  L.,  born  January 
16,  184 1,  married,  October  3,  1858,  John  M. 
Farnum,  and  her  second  husband  was  George  V. 
Shackleton ;  she  was  the  mother  of  two  children : 
Arthur,  deceased ;  and  Annie  F.,  residing  in  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts.  Prescott  W.  Gilson  died  in 
Chesterfield,  New  Hampshire,  November  7,  1877. 

Calvin  P.  Gilson,  son  of  Prescott  \Y.  and 
Urania  M.  (Streetcr)  Gilson,  was  born  October 
5.  1839,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Chesterfield  and  Walpole,  New  Hampshire. 
He  left  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  became  a 
|>eddler  on  foot  through  the  country,  and  later 
traveled  for  a  large  chemical  house  of  New  York 
city  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  lie  en- 
listed at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  May  11,  1861, 
with  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant,  in  Company 
F,  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  Colonel  Barnes  commanding,  a 
regiment  enlisting  for  a  period  of  nine  months. 
The  regiment  was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
first  advanced  to  Ball's  Bluff,  then  to  Malvern 
Hill  and  the  Seven  Days'  battle.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  Harrison's  Landing,  came  home,  and 
re-enlisted,  August  22,  1862,  in  Company  F, 
Fourteenth  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  as  a  mu- 
sician. He  spent  the  winter  of  1862-63  in  Pools- 
\ille,  Maryland,  was  afterward  sent  to  the  De- 
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partment  of  the  Gulf,  and  served  at  Key  West 
and  New  Orleans.  He  remained  on  detachment 
service  on  the  road  between  New  Orleans  and 
Lake  Pontchartrain  as  inspecting  officer,  after- 
ward participated  in  the  battle  of  Deep  Bottom, 
and  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  at  the  siege  of  Pet- 
ersburg. The  regiment  then  joined  Sheridan's 
forces  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Bcrryville  and  Winchester,  the 
latter  being  the  scene  of  Sheridan's  famous  ride. 
It  then  formed  a  part  of  Sherman's  army  in  its 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  and  connected  widi  the 
column  which  marched  by  way  of  August,  Geor- 
gia, and  thence  to  Savannah.  Sergeant  Gilson 
had  charge  of  the  squad  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  Jefferson  Davis,  president  of  the  so-called 
southern  Confederacy,  and  was  associated  with 
his  captors.  The  regiment  afterward  went  to 
Savannah,  and  was  discharged  there,  being  mus- 
tered out  July  25,  1865. 

After  returning  home  Mr.  Gilson  followed 
lor  three  years  the  business  of  a  traveling  sales- 
man, and  in  1868  opened  a  store  at  West  Ches- 
terfield, and  for  five  years  was  very  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  horse  business,  shipping  six  hundred 
animals  a  year.  The  building  which  he  occupied 
for  several  years,  known  as  Gilson's  horse  mar- 
ket, for  carriages,  harness  and  horses,  is  now  the 
property  of  Henry  Allen.  Mr.  Gilson,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Brown,  built  Gilson's  build- 
ings. He  is  considered  wealthy,  his  business  ex- 
tending throughout  New  England  to  Canada.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Great  Western 
Horse  Company,  and  was  also  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  He  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  that  popular  resort  called  Spof- 
ford  Lake,  New  Hampshire,  built  the  road  around 
the  lake,  and  also  the  ice  plant,  which  he  still 
owns.  He  also  built  two  cottages,  "The  Gran- 
ite" and  "The  Rustic,"  the  former,  built  of  gran- 
ite, being  one  of  the  handsomest  cottages  in  New 
Hampshire.  It  is  elaborately  provided  with  an- 
tique furniture,  and  pictures  of  it  have  appeared 
in  the  Ladies'  Home  Journal.  Mr.  Gilson  was 
peculiarly  well  fitted  to  superintend  the  furnish- 
ing of  this  cottage,  being,  in  addition  to  all  his- 
other  occupations,  an  extensive  dealer  in  an- 
tiques, in  fact,  one  of  the  most  marked  charac- 
teristics is  this  versatility,  which  enables  him  to 
engage  successfully  in  so  many  different  voca- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


U3 


l'olvdorc,  born  in  1778;  Thomas,  born  in  1780. 
Marv,  horn  in  1785,  in  Royalton,  Vermont;  Silas, 
bom  in  1783;  and  David  Williams.  Mr.  Will- 
iams was  one  of  the  organizers  and  was  instru- 
mental in  the  building  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Royalton,  Vermont. 

David  Williams,  father  of  Charles  G.  Will- 
iams, was  born  in  Royalton,  Vermont,  February 
3,  1788.  He  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town,  and  being  reared 
upon  a  farm  he  followed  that  occupation  all  his 
life,  meeting  the  success  which  his  labors  merited. 
He  was  a  man  of  splendid  intellectual  attain- 
ments and  nobility  of  character,  and  he  took 
an  active  part  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the 
town.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  he  filled  both  honorably  and 
creditably.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  an 
old-line  Whig. 

Mr.  Williams  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Crandall.  and  nine  children  were  born  to 
than:  Eliza,  born  February  22,  1815  ;  Henry  Law- 
rence, born  November  29,  i8i6,  now  a  physi- 
cian; John,  born  February  24,  1818;  Dewitt  G., 
born  November  17,  1819;  Clarissa,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1821,  died  when  quite  young;  Silas,  born 
April  14,  1823:  Ezra,  born  October  19,  1824; 
Charles  G.,  born  April  4,  1826;  and  Ellen  P., 
born  April  14,  1828.  Mr.  Williams  died  in  1864, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1871. 

Charles  G.  Williams,  son  of  David  ami 
Eunice  Williams,  was  born  in  Royalton.  Vermont. 
April  4.  1826.  He  acquired  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  town,  and  later  he 
was  a  student  in  the  Royalton  Academy  .  At  the 
ape  of  twenty-one  years  he  found  employment 
is  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  his  native  town,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years,  and  he  was  enjoyed  in 
the  same  capacity  for  one  year  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. In  1851  be  became  actively  associated 
with  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  Company, 
which  had  its  offices  at  Montpelier.  as  freight 
clerk;  he  remained  in  that  position  for  three 
vears.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Windsor, 
where  he  acted  as  agent  for  six  years,  and  in  the 
fall  of  i860  he  was  again  transferred  to  Fsst  \ 
Junction,  where  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  agent 
<»p  to  the  year  kjoo.  when  he  retired  from  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  life.    He  has  the  wonderful  record 
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forty-eight  and  a  half  years,  and  in  all  that  long 
period  of  time  he  has  lost  only  one  month's  pay. 
After  his  long  service  and  in  1900  the  Grand 
Trunk  bought  the  railroad  and  discharged  him 
without  any  consideration  whatever,  a  good 
reward  of  merit  for  fifty  years  of  faithful  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  being  made  a  Mason  in  Aurora 
Lodge  at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  in  1852;  he  is 
now  a  member  of  Ethan  Allen  Lodge  at  Essex 
Junction.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Williams 
is  a  firm  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  In  1849  Mr.  Williams  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Howe,  a  daughter 
of  Deacon  Luther  and  Mary  (Lyman)  Howe,  of 
Royalton,  Vermont.  hive  children  have  been 
t>orn  to  them :  Abbie  King  died  at  three  years 
<>f  age;  Edward  King  died  at  twenty-seven  years 
of  age;  Harriet  Howe,  wife  of  F.  W.  Baldwin,  of 
St.  Albans.  Vermont:  Herbert  I..,  died  when 
twentx -seven  vents  old:  Kllen  F.,  died  at  nineteen 
vears  of  age.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
July  28,  1899. 

CHKSTFR  .MANNING  FKRRIN.  M.  I). 

Dr.  Chester  Manning  Ferrin.  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Essex  function,  Vermont,  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Jonathan  Ferrin.  who  was  Wn  June  9, 
1753.  The  latler  spent  his  entire  life  in  Thorn- 
ton, New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  farming.  When  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  broke  out  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier 
and  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  that  memor- 
able struggle.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Fla,  who 
was  lM>rn  June  o.  t~6i.  I>eing  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Halman)  F'la.  the  former  of 
whom  was  liorn  on  the  27th  of  February,  1724. 
and  was  married  .April  21.  1748.  Mr.  Ferrin's 
death  occurred  on  the  30th  of  June,  1829.  and  his 
wif*'  survived  March  31.  1S43. 

Micah  Ferrin.  the  father  of  Chester  Manning 
Ferrin.  was  born  in  Thornton.  New  Hampshire, 
July  12.  1787.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  on  reach- 
ing young  manhood  removed  to  ( )rleaiis  county, 
Vermont.  Incoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Holland.  He  purchased  a  farm  there  and  cleared 
and  improved  his  land,  having  pursued  this  Vo- 
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cation  in  all  its  branches,  and  by  patient  and  un- 
remitting toil  met  with  merited  success,  attaining 
a  high  position  among  the  citizens  of  Holland.  He 
was  elected  to  the  various  local  offices,  and  also 
served  as  representative  to  the  state  legislature. 
Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  which  he  built  in  Holland,  and  also 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  deacon.  On  March  26, 
1814,  in  Southwick,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ferrin 
was  married  to  Miss  Lucinda  Conant,  who  was 
born  in  Mexico,  Oswego  county,  New  York. 
They  became  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children :  Martin  C,  who  was  born  January  22, 
1816,  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Holland,  and 
died  in  1893;  Clark  Ela,  a  Congregational  min- 
ister, who  was  born  July  2,  1818,  died  in  June, 
1881 ;  Rachel,  who  was  born  May  27,  1820,  mar- 
ried Simeon  Fletcher,  and  died  in  June,  1882; 
Lois,  who  was  born  February  15,  1822,  died  in 
infancy;  Charles,  born  May  8,  1824.  died  July 
25,  1870;  Jonathan,  born  February  28.  1826,  was 
a  merchant  in  Boston  and  later  removed  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota,  where  he.  died  June  19, 
1866 ;  Lois,  born  August  4,  1828,  married  William 
B.  Macrae;  Hannah,  born  July  2,  1830.  married 
J.  F.  Tabor,  and  she  died  June  14.  1889;  Ebe- 
nezcr,  born  April  24,  1832,  died  May  17,  1868; 
and  Chester  Manning  Ferrin.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  in  1863. 

Dr.  Chester  Manning  Ferrin,  the  youngest 
son  of  Micah  and  Lucinda  (Conant)  Ferrin,  was 
born  in  Holland,  Vermont,  September  27.  1837. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  Derby  and 
Hinesburg  academies,  and  later  entered  the  medi- 
cal detriment  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1865.  He  immediate- 
ly commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  for 
seven  years  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  large  and 
growing  practice.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Fssex 
Junction,  where  his  skill  as  a  medical  practitioner 
has  made  him  widely  and  favorably  known  to  the 
profession  and  to  the  public,  ami  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage attests  his  ability  and  popularity.  In  No- 
vember, 1861,  Dr.  Ferrin  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Eight  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  un- 
der Generals  Butler  and  Banks  in  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service  Jui:c  26.  1864.  For  a  period  of 
twelve  years,  ending  in  1900,  he  served  as  state 


superior  of  the  insane,  while  for  the  past  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  a  health  officer.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  visiting  board  of  the  Mary 
Fletcher  Hospital  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  one  of  the  attending 
physicians  at  the  Fanny  Allen  Hospital  and  a 
lecturer  there  in  the  nurses'  sch<x>l.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  Burlington  Clinical  Club;  is  a  member 
and  past  commander  of  Rollins  Sherman  Post  No. 
86,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  many  of  the  national  encampments ;  and 
has  been  a  member  and  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  for  thirty  years.  Politically  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  superintendent  of  schools  for  several 
years. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1866,  Dr.  Ferrin  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marian  E.  Benedict, 
a  daughter  of  Levi  T.  Benedict,  and  six  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union :  Caroline  B., 
born  in  St.  Johnsbury,  February  1,  1867;  Dr. 
Carlisle  F.,  born  April  22,  1868,  is  now  a  phy- 
sician of  New  London,  Connecticut ;  Lena  Elena, 
born  February  9,  1871,  married  E.  D.  Williams, 
of  Essex,  and  now  of  Short  Hills,  New  Jersey; 
Bertha  Lucinda,  born  in  Essex  Junction.  Janu- 
ary 6,  1873.  married  W.  W.  Graves,  of  New 
York  city;  Hollis  Benedict,  born  July  20,  1876, 
died  August  8,  1877;  and  Jessie  Marian,  born 
May  9,  1879,  's  a  kindergarten  teacher  of  New- 
ark, New  Jersey. 

ELBRIDGE  ELTNAS  STOCKWELL. 

The  name  of  Stoekwell  is  a  familiar  one  in 
Brattlcboro,  where  the  deceased  subject  of  this 
sketch  went  in  and  out  among  its  citizens  for  a 
long  period  of  years,  and  was  well  known  as  a 
gentleman  of  the  most  unimpeachable  character. 
He  was  born  in  West  Brattlel>oro,  January  17, 
1835.  and  was  the  son  of  Horace  and  Martha 
(Fish)  Stoekwell.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  farm 
which  had  been  owned  by  his  father  and  grand- 
father lK-fore  him.  He  came  to  Brattlcboro  in 
1847,  a,u'  worked  on  the  highways  in  the  employ 
of  S.  M.  Herrick.  who  was  highway  surveyor.  In 
1877  Mr.  Stock  will  became  highway  surveyor,  and 
later  road  commissioner,  a  position  he  held  for 
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the  most  of  the  time  up  to  his  death.  In  addition 
to  this  position  he  conducted  a  large  jobbing  and 
learning  business,  and  was  also  interested  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,,  having  a  farm  in  West  Brattle- 
boro,  which  was  of  most  extensive  domain,  hav- 
ing been  at  one  time  seven  different  farms,  and 
included  the  old  Stockwell  homestead.  Mr. 
Stockwell  married  December  K,  1857,  Harriet  \V., 
the  daughter  of  Malborn  and  Mercy  (Mattison) 
Staples.  There  was  but  one  child  born  to  this 
marriage,  Ellian  H.,  who  died  in  girlhood. 

Mr.  Stock  well's  grandfather  was  Asaph 
Stockwell,  and,  as  slated,  lie  was  a  farmer  in  the 
town  of  West  Brattleboro.  His  son  Horace,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  late  in  life  built  a  hand- 
some residence  on  Spruce  street,  where  he  died. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Stockwell  was  born  and 
lived  out  his  active  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Dover  and 
New  fane.  He  later  became  an  inmate  of  lii> 
daughter  s  home,  where  he  died.  He  was  an 
extensive  farmer,  and  became  very  well-to-do. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a  member  of  the  L'ni- 
versalist  church.  There  were  eight  children  in 
his  family:  Salinda,  who  married  Paris  Rawson, 
who  died  leaving  two  children,  Andrew  and  Ly- 
dia  ;  the  second  daughter,  Betsy,  afterward  mar- 
ried this  same  Mr.  Rawson,  and  she  liecame  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Merrill  and  Lovisa  :  Sa- 
mantha,  the  third  daughter,  married  Mr.  Millard 
May:  Resolved,  the  eldest  son,  married  Martha 
X.  Stockwell;  Daniel,  whose  wife  was  Eva 
W  heeler ;  Clark,  who  married  Anna  Pease,  and 
on  her  decease  married  Cassic  Strcetcr;  Newton, 
whose  wife  was  Gertrude  Lamb;  and  Harriet, 
who  became  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Stockwell.  Mal- 
lx<rn  Staples  married,  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Laura  Wallins.  now  deceased.  It  is 
worthy  of  note,  also,  in  regard  to  the  history  of 
the  Staples  family  that  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Stockwell  was  Jacob  Staples,  distin- 
guished as  having  been  one  of  the  body  guard  of 
that  immortal  Revolutionary  soldier,  General 
Israel  Putnam.  His  wife  was  Mary  Sears,  and 
they  had  the  following  children  :  William,  <  iood 
win,  Holly,  Sophia,  Patience.  Louisa.  Malvina. 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Stockwell  is  a  lady  of  many  grace* 
of  character,  and  is  passing  her  declining  years 
surrounded  by  a  devoted  circle  of  friends  ami 
acquaintances. 

10  x 


JOEL  BLACHLEY  BARTLETT. 

Joel  B.  Bartlett,  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Shelburne.  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  on 
the  paternal  side  of  Billy  Bartlett,  w  ho  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Guilford,  Connecticut.  He  came  to  Ver- 
mont with  Governor  Chittenden,  and  assisted 
him  in  clearing  up  the  old  Chittenden  homestead, 
which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Marven  W. 
Clark  in  the  town  of  Williston,  Vermont.  At  the 
expiration  of  two  years,  Mr.  Bartlett  returned  to 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Selina  Blachlcy,  and  immediately  after  he 
returned  to  Vermont,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  all  his  worldly  goods,  which  were  transferred 
with  an  ox  team  to  their  new  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. After  he  passed  Bennington,  the  only  way 
he  had  to  guide  him  to  his  destination  was  by 
means  of  marked  trees.  He  settled  on  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  on  Governor  Chittenden's 
grant  in  the  tow  n  of  Jericho,  w  hich  he  immediately 
began  to  clear  of  weeds  find  underbrush,  and  by 
dint  of  industry  and  perseverance  he  soon  had  his 
farm  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  progressive  farmers 
of  Ins  day.  He  enlisted  his  services  in  the  war 
of  1K12.  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Platts- 
burg,  w  here  he  displayed  his  valor  and  courage. 
He  was  one  of  nine  members  who  organized  and 
built  the  first  (  Congregational  church  in  Jericho, 
Vermont.  In  1809,  Just  'n  me  prune  of  his  man- 
hood, being  only  forty  years  of  age.  he  was  killed 
by  the  falling  of  a  plate  at  a  barn  raising.  His 
wife  survived  him  for  many  years ;  they  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children :  Elias, 
Joel  B.,  Martin,  Midweli,  Ann  and  Billy  Bartlett. 

Elias  Bartlett.  father  of  Joel  B.  Bartlett,  was 
born  in  Jericho.  Vermont,  February  15.  17^5.  He 
was  reared  upm  the  old  homestead  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  school.  As  a  boy  he 
assisted  in  the  management  of  the  farm,  and 
when  he  was  old  enough  to  choose  his  vocation  in 
life  he  followed  that  of  farming.  He  was  a  verv 
quiet,  unassuming  and  industrious  man.  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his 
section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Bartlett  in  his  earlier 
years  was  an  old-line  Whig,  but  later  joined  the 
Republican  |>arty ;  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years.    In  his  religious  views 
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lie  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

On  March  14,  i8_>_>,  Mr.  Bartiett  married  Miss 
Eliza  Whcelock,  who  was  born  February  22. 
1801,  a  daughter  of  John  Whcelock,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  but  who  sul>se<picntly  removed  to 
Onondaga  county.  New  York.  Their  children 
were:  Lucinda,  bom  December  3,  1822,  mar- 
ried, February  id,  1843.  Edgar  A.  Barney,  and 
she  died  March  \2,  18S4;  Joel  B.,  born  June  15. 
1824;  Betsy  Manor,  bom  January  12,  1826,  mar- 
ried Jesse  Thompson,  and  she  died  January  3, 
1847,  Homer  Lyon,  born  October  17,  1830,  now 
a  practicing  physician  of  New  York  city;  Edwin 
W  hcelock,  born  Deccmlicr  10,  1830,  now  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Mr. 
Bartiett  died  July  27,  J 865,  and  his  wife  died 
November  9,  i860. 

Joel  B.  Bartiett.  oldest  son  of  Elias  and  Eliza 
Bartiett.  was  horn  in  Jericho,  Vermont,  June  15. 
1824.  lie  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  thrs  was  later  supplemented 
by  an  academic  course.  After  attaining  young 
manhood  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Jericho,  which 
he  conducted  successfully ;  he  remained  there  un- 
til 1805,  when  he  removed  to  Shelburnc  and  pur- 
chased the  old  Rowley  farm,  where  he  has  since 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  meeting  with  a  well 
merited  degree  of  success.  In  his  political  af- 
filiations Mr.  Bartiett  is  a  Republican,  and  for 
many  years  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
1 1c  was  also  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Shcl- 
hurne  in  the  state  legislature  in  1876.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Shelburnc,  where  he  acts  in  the  capacity  ot 
steward. 

Mr.  Itartlctt  married.  April  5.  1S54,  Miss  As- 
cenith  Taylor,  of  I'hamplain.  New  York,  who 
was  lK>rn  April  7.  iKjj.  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Jona- 
than and  Ascenith  (Little)  Taylor,  the  former 
named  being  born  in  Benson.  Vermont,  Novem- 
ber 31,  1792,  and  the  latter  was  lx>rn  January  17. 
1 7<;5-  One  daughter  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bartiett,  Sophie  .Wenith.  born  in  Sbelbnrne, 
Vermont,  February  20.  1855.  She  married,  June 
20.  1882.  1  rank  Harmon,  and  their  six  children 
are:  Frances  Elizalxth.  U»rn  June  20.  1883. 
died  in  infancv  :  W  illiam  Itartlctt.  1>orn  February 
18.   18S5:   Margarrt   Wright,  born   March  13. 


1886;  Jennett  McRoberts.  born  March  13.  1888; 
Elizabeth  Taylor  and  Robert  Slater  (twins), 
born  May  4,  1891,  and  the  latter  died  in  infancy. 

JOHN  J.  VAX  S1CKLIN. 

John  Jacob  V  an  Sicklin,  of  South  Burlington, 
Vermont,  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
Dutch  families  of  Manhattan  Island.  His 
grandfather,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Burlington,  was  a  native  of  Oyster  Bay,  Long 
Island.  He  purchased  one  sixty-fifth  of  the  town 
of  Burlington  from  Jacob  Sedam.  In  1782 
he  arrived  in  that  town,  ahd  shouldering  his  ax. 
started  to  investigate  his  new  property.  He 
cleared  a  small  portion  of  it,  on  which  he  erected 
a  house :  he  then  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Oyster  Bav.  and  the  following  spring,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  one  child,  settled  in  their 
new  home.  He  retained  one  hundred  acres  of 
the  land,  which  he  from  time  to  time  cleared  of 
the  underbrush  and  stones,  and  the  remainder 
he  sold  at  a  nominal  figure.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious and  economical  man,  and  he  was  able  to 
support  his  family,  and  also  save  some  money. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Simonds.  and  the 
following  named  children  were  torn  to  them: 
Folly  Thatcher,  who  was  born  on  the  journey 
from  Long  Island  to  Burlington ;  Stephen,  who 
followed  the  occupations  of  farmer  and  black- 
smith, dud  in  1S13;  James,  a  physician  of  Bur- 
lington: John  I.:  Nancy:  Betsy  and  Charlotte 
Van  Sicklin.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
in  1840.  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

John  Van  Sicklin.  father  of  John  J.  Van 
Sicklin.  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Bur- 
lington, where  he  was  reared  and  received  his 
education.  He  then  decided  to  engage  in  farming 
as  an  occupation,  and  it  proved  so  successful  that 
he  continued  in  this  line  of  work  during  his  en- 
tire life.  He  purchased  one  hunderd  acres  of 
laud  near  his  old  home,  to  which  he  occasionally 
made  additions,  until  now  the  farm  consists  of 
twelve  hunderd  acres  of  valuable  land.  Politi- 
cally .Mr.  Van  Sicklin  was  formerly  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  later  affiliated  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Mr.  Van  Sicklin's  political  career 
began  with  his  election  to  the  various  town  of- 
fices.   He  has  acted  as  assistant  judge  for  seven 
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years,  ami  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature, as  well  as  state  senator ;  ho.  was  elected 
•<>  this  honorable  position  during  the  time  of  the 
Masonic  trouble  in  Vermont.  Fraternally  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
Mr.  Van  Sicklin  married  M:ss  Detsy  Meack,  of 
Shclbin,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Fardrick  Meack, 
whose  lather  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  British 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  he  was  in- 
tcrred  at  Ticonderoga  in  1775.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Sicklin :  Samuel  S.,  died  in  infancy ;  George, 
died  in  1847;  Edward,  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont;  Frederick  M.f  also  a  grad- 
uate of  the  same  university,  and  now  acting  as 
president  of  the  Howard  National  Bank  of  Bur- 
lington :  Martha  M.,  wife  of  Chauncey  M.  Brown- 
ell ;  John;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  Frank  II.  Small, 
<>f  Burlington,  Vermont.  Mr.  Van  Sicklin  died 
111  April,  1866.  ^ 

John  J.  Van  Sicklin,  the  fifth  son  of  John  and 
Betsy  Van  Sicklin,  was  born  November  7,  1830. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  com- 
mon school,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  an 
academic  course.  He  then  settled  on  his  father's 
t'arm,  and.  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  he 
has  pursued  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His 
farm  consists  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  fertiie,  productive  land. 

As  a  Republican  he  has  been  chosen  to  serve 
in  the  various  town  offices.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Washington  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of 
Burlington  Chapter,  Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Van 
Sicklin  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Martha 
Mead,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Jane  (Fair- 
child)  Mead,  who  are  members  of  an  old  Hines- 
Uirg  family. 

LEMUEL  S.  DREW. 

Lemuel  S.  Drew,  of  South  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, was  born  in  Charlotte,  Vermont,  August 
ir,  1824,  a  son  of  Lemuel  and  Polly  Drew.  Lem- 
uel Drew,  father  of  Lemuel  S.  Drew,  was  born 
111  VWhMxtm,  New  Hampshire.  May  j\.  1774. 
He  removed  to  Essex,  New  York,  and  later 
changed  his  residence  to  Charlotte.  Vermont, 
where  he  became  interested  in  the  cattle  business ; 
subsequently  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Vermont, 
and  engaged  in  the  butcher  trade.    Mr.  Drew 


married  Miss  Folly  Warner,  who  was  born  in 
Wolfsboro,  New  Hampshire,  December  27,  1777, 
a  daughter  of  Walter  Warner.  Six  sons  and 
three  daughters  have  been  born  to  them,  namely : 
Betsy,  born  January  11,  1802,  married  Triston 
Corner;  Sally  L.,  born  June  y,  1804,  married 
Ambrose  Atwater;  John  V.,  bom  June  29,  1806; 
Daniel,  born  July  31,  1808,  died  June  12,  1869; 
Amasi,  born  July  10,  181 1,  died  April  8,  1889; 
Jedediah,  born  September  12,  1815;  May  E., 
born  September  13,  1817,  marired  Eli  Barss; 
William  Warner,  born  May  23,  1822,  died  Sep- 
tember 30,  1869;  and  Lemuel  S.  Drew. 

Lemuel  S.  Drew,  youngest  child  of  Lemuel 
ami  Folly  Drew,  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  village,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  entered  into  the  employ  of  the 
late  John  Howard,  proprietor  of  the  Howard 
House,  where  he  remained  three  years.  The  next 
three  years  of  his  life  were  passed  as  an  appren- 
tice in  the  harness-maker's  trade,  but  after  ac- 
quiring it  he  returned  to  the  Howard  House, 
and  acted  in  the  capacity  of  clerk.  Three  years 
later  the  hotel  burned,  and  Mr.  Drew  then  asso- 
ciated himself  with  the  American  House,  after 
remaining  there  for  some  time  he  assumed  con- 
trol of  the  Franklin  House;  he  changed  the 
name,  and  called  it  the  Howard  House.  Subse- 
quently he  returned  to  the  American  House.  In 
1865  he  retired  from  the  hotel  business  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  It 
is  situated  three  miles  south  of  Burlington,  on 
the  Shelburn  road.  He  occupied  his  time  in 
cultivating  the  land  until  i8;8,  when  his  old  in- 
clinations toward  the  hotel  business  prompted 
him  to  return  to  that  occupation,  and  he  resumed 
the  management  of  the  American  House  until 
1883,  when  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Van 
\ess  House,  which  he  conducted  so  success- 
fully for  nine  years  that  it  became  the  leading 
hotel  in  Vermont.  Pie  continued  his  management 
until  1802,  thus  spending  forty-two  years  of  his 
life  in  the  hotel  business  in  Burlington.  He 
again  retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  breeding  Ayrsliare  cattle, 
Yorkshire  and  Berkshire  hogs  and  blooded 
stock. 

Mr.  Drew  is  a  Republican,  and  he  was  chosen 
by  that  party  to  represent  Burlington  in  the 
state  legislature  in  1872.    He  is  a  director  of  the 
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State  Agricultural  Society,  president  of  the 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  president  of  the 
National  Ayrshire  Cattle  Breeders'  Association. 
He  also  acts  as  captain  of  the  first  hook  and 
ladder  company  of  Burlington.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  3,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Burlington  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  Burlington  Council,  Royal  and  Select 
Masons,  and  Burlington  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar. 

Mr.  Drew  was  united  in  marriage  on  Octo- 
ber 26,  1848,  by  Bishop  Hopkins,  to  Miss  l-ouise 
Atwater,  born  July  29,  1829,  a  daughter  of 
Phineas  Atwater.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Frances  Louisa,  born  July  21,  1850, 
married  Dr.  G.  Henry  Tenney,  September  18. 
1871 ;  Charles  Lemuel,  born  July  2,  1853.  died 
January  13,  1854;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1856,  died  August  2,  1863  ;  John  How- 
ard, born  March  4,  1858,  resides  with  his  parents  ; 
Fred  Atwater,  bom  August  9,  i860,  married 
Miss  Alice  Davis,  August  2,  1888. 

FREMONT  HAMILTON.  A.  1!.,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Fremont  Hamilton,  of  Dratllcboro.  Ver- 
mont, was  born  at  Hartland,  Maine,  October  io, 
1857.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Jonathan  Hamilton, 
and  a  son  of  Henry  Warren  Hamilton  and  Eliza 
( <  iraves )  Hamilton  ;  the  former  named  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  later  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '58.  #He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Roch- 
ester, Vermont,  and  subsequently  practiced  it  in 
Brandon,  Vermont,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large  and 
lucrative  patronage  for  twenty-four  years  sub- 
sequently he  removed  to  Springfield.  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  was  engaged  in  general  practice 
for  10  years,  when,  on  account  of  failing  health, 
he  retired  from  practice,  and  died  at  Brattlcboro, 
November  i>.  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
In  his  professional  life  Dr.  Hamilton  gained  a 
creditable  position  and  won  gratifying  success, 
for  he  was  well  equipped  for  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  his  efforts  having  been  discerningly  di- 
rected gained  him  precedence  in  the  medical  fra- 
ternity. He  served  at  one  time  as  president  of 
the  State  Homeopathic  Society,  and  had  the  dis- 


tinction of  being  the  third  of  his  school  to  practice 
in  the  state  of  Vermont.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Eliza  Graves,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them :  Dr.  Warren 
Henry  Hamilton,  who  graduated  from  Middle- 
bury  College  in  1875,  and  New  York  Homeopath- 
ic College  in  1878,  and  was  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Brandon,  Vermont,  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1879 : 
he  married  Miss  Mary  T.  Terrell,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Henry  Terrell,  and  one  child  was  born  to 
them,  Samuel  Warren  Hamilton.  Eliza  Ellen 
Hamilton  was  the  first  lady  to  apply  for 
admittance  to  the  classical  college  in  New  Eng- 
land :  she  matriculated  at  Middlehury  College, 
and  later  entered  as  a  sophomore  the  University 
of  Vermont,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1875. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frank  E.  Wood- 
ruff, now  professor  of  Greek,  Bowdoin  College, 
a  theological  seminary.  It  is  an  interesting  co- 
incidence that  as  class-mates  at  college  Mr.  \V<xm1- 
ruff  and  Miss  Hamilton  took  the  same  stand. 
They  have  three  children:  John,  who  is  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Vermont ;  Robert,  a  student 
at  Bowdoin ;  and  Edith  Woodruff,  now  fitting  for 
college. 

Dr.  Fremont  Hamilton,  son  of  Dr.  Henry 
Warren  Hamilton,  was  reared  at  Brandon.  Ver- 
mont, where  his  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  graded  school;  he  entered  Middlehury  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1K7K;  h-j 
was  then  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  New  York  Homeopathic  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1882.  Immediately  after  bis 
graduation  he  opened  an  office  in  Rutland.  Ver- 
mont, and  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  some  of  the 
most  select  families  in  the  town ;  he  remained 
there  until  189*.  when  he  removed  to  P. rattle 
boro,  Vermont,  where  he  has  a  large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  practice.  The  years  have 
proved  his  ability  to  cope  successfully  with  dis- 
ease and  master  its  intricate  problems,  and  hi^ 
skill  has  gained  for  him  a  position  of  prominence 
among  the  medical  fraternity  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  In  addition  to  his  professional  work  Dr. 
Hamilton  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Crystal  Springs 
fee  Company. 

Dr.  Hamilton  is  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society;  he  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  .Masonic  order,  being  connected  with 
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Columbia  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Daven- 
port Chapter,  No.  17,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Rutland.  Ver- 
mont. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  firm  ad- 
herent to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
Dr.  Hamilton  was  united  in  matriagc  to  Miss 
Carrie  Lvdia  Budall.  of  Middlebury,  Vermont, 
and  one  child  has  been  born  to  them :  Joint  War- 
ren Hamilton.  Dr.  Hamilton  is  lineally  descend- 
ed on  his  Grandmother  Hamilton's  side  from  Cap- 
tain Clark,  of  "Boston  Tea  Tarty''  fame. 

CHARLES  CARLLTON  MILLER. 

Charles  Carleton'  Miller,  vice  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Burlington  Drug  Company,  of 
Burlington,  Vermont,  was  born  in  this  city,  No- 
vember 28,  1858,  a  son  of  the  late  David  Miller. 
David  Miller,  a  native  of  Canada,  came  from 
there  to  Burlington  when  but  twelve  years  of 
age.  He  possessed  great  mechanical  ingenuity 
and  ability,  and  after  learning  the  machinist's 
trade  was  engineer  for  the  Champlain  Steamboat 
Company  for  many  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ellen  O'Connell,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  Vermont.  Six  children  blessed  their 
union,  as  follows:  Ellen  died  young;  Catherine 
Parker,  a  musician  and  teacher:  Charles  Carle- 
ton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Minnie  ).,  wife 
of  Charles  C.  Barker,  of  Burlington ;  David,  who 
died  when  young;  and  John  H.,  a  commercial 
traveler.  Neither  of  the  parents  are  living,  the 
mother  having  passed  away  in  1885,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years,  and  the  father  on  April  3, 
1896,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

Charles  Carlcton  Miller  was  graduated  from 
the  Burlington  high  school  with  the  class  of 
1876,  afterwards  being  bookkeeper  for  the  Bur- 
lington Shirt  Company  for  a  few  years.  Subse- 
quently accepting  a  position  as  cashier  and  book- 
keeper for  Wells,  Richardson  &  Company,  he 
remained  in  the  employ  of  that  firm  until  1892, 
when  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bur- 
lington Drug  Company,  of  which  he  was  the 
rirM  secretary  and  treasurer,  ami  is  now  the  vice- 
president  and  treasurer  I'olitically  he  is  an 
active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  always 
taking  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs.  For 
eight  years  he  served  on  the  school  board,  during 
which  time  he  was  chairman,  and  rendered  ex- 
cellent advice  and  good  judgment  in  the  erection 


of  six  new  schoolhouses,  including  the  magnifi- 
cent Edmunds  High  School  building.  In  1900 
he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  by  a  ma- 
jority of  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  while 
there  rendering  excellent  service  on  the  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means,  and  on  the  educational 
committee. 

Socially  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Al- 
gonquin, Ethan  Allen  and  Mohican  clubs,  and 
fraternally  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
prominent  Masons  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
being  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  in  which  he  filled  the  office  of  worshipful 
master  for  two  years ;  of  Burlington  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M. ;  of  Burlington  Council,  R.  &  S.  M. ; 
Burlington  Commandery,  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Scottish  Rite;  Mt.  Sinai  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  and  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason. 
He  was  district  deputy  of  the  fifth  district  for 
two  years ;  was  grand  lecturer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Vermont  two  years;  and  served  as 
grand  junior  warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  one 
year,  an  office  to  which  he  was  honored  with  a 
re-election,  which  he  refused  on  account  of  busi- 
ness interests.  On  November  29,  1893,  Mr. 
Miller  married  Miss  Katherine  Jane  Stannard, 
daughter  of  the  late  General  George  J.  Stan- 
nard. 

THE  WALKER  FAMILY. 

The  Walker  family  of  Burlington  and  vi- 
cinity, which  has  for  its  now  living  representatives 
in  the  ninth  generation  the  children  of  Obadiah 
Johnson  Walker,  William  W.  Walker,  Hiram 
W  alker,  Solomon  Walker  and  James  Otis  Walker, 
is  numbered  among  the  most  ancient  in  that  por- 
tion of  New  England. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  America  was  Widow 
Walker,  who  came  from  England  and  settled 
in  Rehoboth,  now  in  Bristol  county,  Massachu- 
setts, prior  to  1643.  Philip  (2)  appears  on  the 
Rehoboth  records  in  1653,  as  shown  by  the  date 
appended  to  his  signature.  He  was  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  and  was  buried  August  21,  1697. 

Philip  (3),  son  of  Philip,  was  born  in  Re- 
hoboth in  March,  1661-62,  and  died  February 
'7>  1 739-4°,  aged  about  seventy-eight  years.  He 
was  a  man  of  large  means  for  his  day,  for  his 
projHTty  inventoried  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fitly  pounds.     He  united  with  the  church 
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April  25,  1697.  He  married  Mary  Bnwcn.  who 
was  buried  May  22,  1O04.  His  second  wife. 
Sarah,  died  February  o.  17V;.  He  was  father 
of  ten  children. 

Daniel  (4),  sou  of  Philip,  was  born  in  Rc- 
hoboth,  October  10,  1706.  lie  married,  January 
I,  1729-30,  Mary  Perry,  daughter  of  Jasiel  and 
Rebecca  Perry,  and  she  died  in  Rutland,  Ver- 
mont, Daniel,  then  a  man  fifty-three  years  of 
age,  in  1759  accompanied  General  Wolf's  ex- 
pedition to  Canada,  and  was  at  the  taking  of 
Oucbec.  In  1768  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Clarendon,  Vermont,  where  he  died. 

Nathan  (5).  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  At- 
tleboro,  Massachusetts,  May  4,  1744,  and  died 
in  Ferrisburg,  Vermont,  October  19,  1823,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  a  Baptist  in  religion.  He  settled 
with  his  family  in  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  but  in 
1790  removed  to  Ferrisburg.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Johnson,  who  died  August  28,  1820,  aged 
eighty-two  years.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  01>adiah  was  the  second. 

Obadiah  (6)  was  born  in  Shaftsbury,  Ver- 
mont, November  1,  1770,  and  died  January  13, 
181 3.  He  was  a  man  of  great  ability  and  in- 
dustry, and  wielded  a  strong  influence  in  the 
community.  He  was  a  Democrat  of  the  Jcf- 
fersonian  school,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
legislature  for  the  unusual  period  of  eight  years. 
He  married,  January  17,  1795,  Betsy,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Zuriel  Tupper,  of  Ferrisburg;  she  was 
born  in  1778.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  Zuriel  was  the  second. 

Zuriel  Walker  (7)  was  born  in  Ferrisburg, 
Vermont,  May  27,  1801.  When  fourteen  years 
of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  John  II.  Sherrill, 
at  Vergennes,  to  learn  the  woolen  business,  and 
served  a  term  of  seven  years,  ending  with  his 
coming  of  age.  After  following  the  business  for 
three  or  four  years,  he  bought  the  paternal  farm 
and  resided  upon  it  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  highly  intelligent,  energetic 
and  enterprising,  and  possessed  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community  in  an  unusual  de- 
gree. He  was  at  various  times  a  selectman  and 
lister,  town  clerk  for  thirteen  years,  and  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  twenty-live  years.  He  was 
a  representative  in  the  legislature  from  1832  to 
1834.  and  a  state  senator  in  1848-49.    In  Feb- 


ruary, 1827,  he  married  Mary  Johnson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Johnson,  of  Cheshire,  Vermont, 
and  ten  children  were  born  to  them:  Obadiah, 
Jr.,  January  6,  1828;  Henry  Ilobart,  September 
28,  1829;  William  W.,  August  6,  1831 ;  Hiram, 
February  8,  1833;  Edward,  December  31.  1834; 
Solomon,  January  10,  1838;  James  Otis,  January 
20,  184c,  Mary  Malvina,  February  19.  1841  :  Mar- 
tha Ann,  October  6,  1844 :  Maria  Agnes,  August 
15,  1846.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1871, 
and  the  mother  in  1873. 

Obadiah  Johnson  Walker  (8),  eldest  son  of 
Zuriel  Walker,  was  born  January  6,  1828,  in 
Ferrisburg,  Vermont,  where  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  When  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Burlington,  and  took  em- 
ployment in  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Solomon 
Walker.  He  manifested  a  peculiar  aptitude  for 
commercial  affairs,  ami  in  course  of  time  became 
confidential  adviser  to  h:m  who  was  at  once 
relative  and  employer.  After  the  death  of  his 
uncle  he  became  administrator  of  the  estate,  and 
he  also  remained  with  the  firm  which  succeeded 
to  his  business — that  of  Bishop,  Smith  &  Com- 
pany. In  1851  he  formed  a  business  partnership 
with  Oscar  !'.  Blackmail,  who,  in  die  following 
year,  sold  his  interest  to  Wr.  II.  Curtis.  Now 
came  to  Mr.  Walker  a  tremendous  disaster.  His 
firm  had  endorsed  the  paper  of  Joseph  Bishop 
to  a  large  amount,  and  his  failure  swept  away 
the  entire  means  oi  Mr.  Walker..  But  he  set 
to  work  manfully,  although  burdened  with  the 
care  of  a  growing  family,  to  discharge  all  these 
obligations  and  to  preserve  his  name  unsullied. 
He  became  bookkeeper  and  manager  for  the  firm 
of  Ilerrick  &  Miller,  and  by  dint  of  close  econ- 
omy succeeded  in  liquidating  all  his  security 
debts,  dollar  for  dollar.  In  1856  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Van  Sicklen,  and  this  was 
maintained  successfully  for  about  twenty  years. 
In  1873  nc  had  so  ,ar  recovered  himself  as  to 
be  enabled  to  again  enter  into  business,  and  he 
formed  the  firm  of  O.  J.  Walker  &  Brothers,  of 
which  he  became  the  active  head,  and  in  which 
capacity  he  was  engaged  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  As  an  accountant  he  was  without  a  peer, 
known  as  the  most  rapid  and  accurate  in  the 
state,  if  not  in  all  New  England.  His  mercan- 
tile instincts  were  of  the  highest  order,  and  no 
costly  mistake  was  ever  laid  to  his  door;  if  there 
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were  errors  at  any  time,  it  was  in  setting  aside 
his  own  judgment  and  reiving  upon  that  of  oth- 
ers. Warm-hearted  sympathy  and  liberality 
were  marked  traits  in  his  character.  His  acts  of 
charity  were  multitudinous,  and  were  jjertormed 
with  such  total  want  of  ostentation  that  they 
went  unheralded  except  by  the  recipients  of  his 
aid  and  bounty.  While  deeply  interested  in  all 
conducing  to  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  his 
city,  he  never  aspired  to  public  distinction,  and 
repeatedly  refused  overtures  looking  to  his  ad- 
vancement in  the  political  field.  For  many 
years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  of  its  official  board.  He 
was  devoted  to  advancing  its  interest  and  ex- 
tending the  bounds  of  its  usefulness,  and  the 
present  beautiful  house  of  worship  was  built  in 
large  measure  through  his  liberality  and  influ- 
ence. He  was  a  member  of  the  Algonquin  and 
Ethen  Allen  Clubs,  and  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  Washington  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mr.  Walker  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss 
Mary  White,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  of  this 
marriage  six  children  were  born,  of  whom 
Frances  and  Mrs.  George  Brown  are  now  living. 
Mrs.  Walker  died  in  1866.  In  1874  Mr.  Walker 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Beach  Ilorton,  who 
bore  him  one  son,  Robert,  who  died  in  1896,  the 
mother  having  passed  away  in  1880.  In  deli- 
cate health  at  best,  these  afflictions  came  upon 
Mr.  Walker  with  crushing  force,  and  undoubtedly 
hastened  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1897. 

William  W.  W  alker  (8),  third  son  of  Zuricl 
Walker  (7),  was  born  August  6,  1831.  He  ac- 
quired an  excellent  education,  graduating  from 
Middlcbury  College  in  1853.  For  four  years 
afterwards  he  taught  school  in  Palo  Alto  and 
Swansboro,  North  Carolina,  and  with  such  suc- 
cess that  his  future  in  that  calling  was  assured, 
had  he  chosen  to  continue  in  it.  But  he  had  other 
purposes.  The  law  had  attracted  his  attention, 
and  he  went  to  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  he 
took  up  a  course  of  study,  and  was  in  due  time 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  had  but  fairly  entered 
upon  practice,  under  most  favorable  auspices, 
when  the  Civil  war  began,  and  his  patriotism  im- 
pelled him  to  join  the  ranks  of  his  countrymen 
and  aid  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  En- 
listing in  Company  (.'.  Twelfth  Regiment.  Vermont 
Volunteers.  August  23,  1802,  he  served  with  that 


gallant  command  during  its  one  year  term  of 
service,  participating  in  all  the  campaigns  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  most  crucial 
periods  of  those,  dreadful  years.  On  being  mus- 
tered out  of  service  he  returned  to  Burlington 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Van  Sicklen  &  Wal- 
ker, wholesale  grocers,  and  was  subsequently 
admitted  to  partnership  in  the  firm.  In  1877  lie 
became  a  member  of  the  new  firm  of  O.  J.  Wal- 
ker &  Brothers,  and  remained  with  the  house 
until  1896,  when  he  retired  from  active  business 
life.  He  was  eminently  successful  during  his 
entire  mercantile  career,  and  was  a  conspicuous 
representative  of  that  class  of  business  men  which 
has  contributed  so  greatly  to  the  advancement  of 
the  material  and  social  interests  of  the  city.  '!'•< 
those  sterling,  rugged  virtues  which  character- 
ize the  best  of  the  old  stock  of  Vermont,  he 
added  that  greater  progressiveness  which  be- 
longed peculiarly  to  his  own  day.  In  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  his  name  was  the  synonym  for 
integrity  and  genial  manhood,  and  he  was  be- 
loved throughout  the  community  for  his  no- 
bility  of  character  and  his  helpfulness  to  tho*e 
in  distress  or  less  favored  by  fortune. 

About  1853  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Hogle,  of  Fort  Covington.  New  York. 
Eight  children  were  born  of  this  marriage :  Fred 
H.,  H.  Henry,  Charles,  Walter.  Hiram,  John, 
Hallie  and  Lillian,  all  of  whom,  with  their 
mother,  are  now  living.  Mr.  Walker  died  in 
1899.  The  business  established  by  O.  J.  Walker 
&  Brothers  was  incorporated  in  i8yo.  and  is  now 
run  in  the  interest  of  the  estate. 

hollowing  is  the  obituary  of  the  fourth  son 
of  Zuricl  Walker,  who  died  in  i8<a»: 

"Hiram  Walker  died  at  his  home  on  Pearl 
street  Saturday  afternoon  alxmt  2  ./clock,  after 
a  period  of  ill  health  covering  several  months. 
His  death  was  preceded  by  a  shock  of  paralysis, 
and  the  end  came  after  he  had  been  unconscious 
for  some  time.  During  the  pa>t  few  days  Mr, 
Walker  had  grown  rapidly  worst,  having  suf- 
fered two  strokes  of  paralysis  within  a  few  dav>. 
which  left  him  very  weak.  He  revived  from  the 
first,  but  his  constitution  had  been  greatly  weak- 
ened by  continued  ill  health,  and  the  second 
brought  him  very  near  death's  door,  where  he 
remained  for  a  time  and  then  passed  quietly  to 
his  rest.    The  funeral  will  be  held  from  the  late 
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residence  of  the  deceased  at  267  Pearl  street  this 
afternoon  ;it  5  :  jo  o'clock. 

"Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ferris- 
burg  sixty-six  years  ago,  and  was  one  of  a  family 
of  seven  brothers,  all  but  one  of  whom  came  to 
Burlington,  where  they  became  well  known  and 
respected  business  men.  Soon  after  coming  to 
this  city  he  obtained  a  position  upon  one  of  the 
lake  steamers,  which  were  then  doing  a  large 
business,  and  remained  there  for  several  years. 
On  leaving  the  boat  upon  which  he  was  employed 
he  became  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  James  A.  Shedd,  later  becoming  a  partner  of 
Mr.  Shedd,  and  continuing  as  his  associate  for 
several  years.  About  twenty-five  years  ago  Mr. 
Walker,  with  his  brothers,  entered  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business  in  this  city  under  the  name 
of  O.  J.  Walker  &  Brothers.  This  association 
continued  for  many  years,  the  firm  doing  a  large 
business.  Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Walker  became  the  president  of  the 
Walker  Grocery  Company,  which  continued  the 
business  established  by  Walker  Brothers. 

"Mr.  Walker  married  Miss  Alma  Lyon,  of 
South  Burlington,  who  survives  him.  They  have 
one  son,  Arthur  L.  Walker,  of  this  city. 

"Mr.  Walker  was  a  thorough  business  man, 
of  sterling  qualities  and  strict  integrity.  In  his 
business  he  became  eminently  successful,  and  a 
generous  spirit  brought  him  many  friends,  who, 
with  a  large  number  of  business  associates  and 
acquaintances  formed  in  other  w;n\  regret  hi> 
death. 

"He  was  not  a  man  who  sought  political 
honors,  but  never  failed  to  take  that  interest  in 
municipal  and  national  affairs  which  is  demand- 
ed of  a  good  citizen.  He  was  elected  an  alder- 
man from  the  ward  in  which  he  lived  in  1884, 
and  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituency. Last  year  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  building  inspector  in  this  city,  but  this  position 
he  was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  his  ill 
health,  which  began  with  a  severe  attack  of  the 
grippe  in  the  winter. 

"In  the  death  of  Mr.  Walker,  Burlington  lo.se> 
a  business  man  of  the  character  which  contrib- 
utes to  the  highest  prosperity  of  a  city,  and  a 
citizen  of  the  best  type;  his  business  associates 
lose  a  prudent  and  diligent  assistant,  and  his 
family.  .1  kind  and  loving  husband  and  father." 


GEORGE  FOSTER  SIBLEY. 

George  Foster  Sibley,  of  East  Montpeiier. 
Vermont,  is  the  seventh  in  lineal  descent  from 
Joseph  Sibley,  who  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1629.  Joseph  Sibley  set- 
tled in  Salem.  Massachusetts,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  the  town. 
He  was  chosen  to  act  as  selectman,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  general  court,  which  was  held  at 
Boston.  Massachusetts.  His  son.  Joseph,  had 
a  son  named  John,  who  was  born  in  171 1.  and 
married  Miss  Hannah  March;  they  had  a  son, 
also  named  John,  who  was  born  in  Sutton.  Mass- 
achusetts, in  September,  1740,  and  served  as 
captain  of  an  artillery  company  in  the  town  of 
Sutton.  His  son.  Andrew,  grandfather  of  George 
Foster  Sibley,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Massachusetts. 
April  7,  1781.  In  1805  he  removed  to  the  town 
of  Montpeiier.  Vermont.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Putnam,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them : 
Charles,  Lewis,  Julia  Ann,  Hiram  and  Ira;  the 
last  named  died  in  Illinois  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
East  Montpeiier. 

Hiram  Sibley,  father  of  George  Foster  Sibley, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Last  Montpeiier,  Wash- 
ington county.  Vermont,  in  1800.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  the  town.  In  his  polities  lie  was  a 
Republican,  and  he  held  many  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibly.  He  served  as  captain  in  the 
state  militia,  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Universalist  church.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
King  Foster,  the  daughter  of  Stephen  Foster,  of 
East  Montpeiier.  Their  children  arc:  George 
Foster,  Hattie  F.,  Fannie  and  Fred  H.  Sibley. 
Mr.  Sibley  died  July  9,  1861.  and  his  wife  died 
November  4,  1809,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

George  Foster  Sibley,  oldest  son  of  Hiram  and 
Man-  Sibley,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mont- 
peiier, Vermont,  March  5.  1833.  He  resided  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  farm  until  the  death  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  after  his  death  until  1871,  when  the 
homestead  was  sold  to  Fred  H.  Sibley.  In  1880 
he  purchased  the  old  woolen  mill  at  North  Mont- 
peiier. This  building  was  erected  in  1840  by 
Nathaniel  Davis,  but  Mr.  Sibley  has  put  it  in 
first  class  condition  and  refitted  it  with  the  most 
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modern  machinery.  1  lis  plant  consists  of  twenty 
looms,  and  he  furnishes  employment  to  about 
thirty  people  in  the  manufacture  of  white  flannel, 
which  finds  a  ready  sale  in  Boston. 

As  a  Republican  he  represented  the  town  in 
the  state  legislature  from  i<S86  to  188S,  and  on 
September  2,  1902,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
state  senate ;  he  served  on  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions, committee  of  manufacturing,  committee  of 
industrial  schools,  and  joint  temperance  commit- 
tee. He  has  also  served  in  various  local  offices, 
which  goes  to  show  that  he  has  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  citizens  of  the  town.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Fishing  and  Game  League  of 
\  ormont. 

THE  HATCH  FAMILY. 

George  Burnham  Hatch,  Ph.  B.,  M.  D., 
is  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Groton,  Ver- 
mont, as  well  as  its  leading  physician,  and  en- 
joys the  respect  and  esteem  of  an  ever-widening 
circle  of  acquaintances.  He  was  born  December 
11,  1851,  in  the  town  of  Groton,  Vermont,  a 
son  of  Clark  Hatch,  mentioned  below.  Dr. 
U»rge  B.  Hatch's  great-great-grandfather,  Ja- 
cob Hatch,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Continental  army, 
and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoync, 
October  17,  1777.  He  subsequently  removed, 
with  his  son,  Jacob  Hatch,  from  Maine  to  Ver- 
mont, settling  first  in  Newbury  and  coming  from 
there  to  Groton  as  a  pioneer.  The  last  named 
Jacob  was  born  in  Maine,  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  all  educators,  and  mar- 
ried Martha  Maxwell,  a  native  of  the  same 
state,  who  also  was  a  teacher  in  Maine,  where 
part  of  their  children  were  born.  There  were 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  these.  Moses 
and  Jacob  lived  and  died  in  Groton.  Phoebe  mar- 
ried Hiram  Meader,  and  lived  and  died  in  Wal- 
den,  Vermont.  Lucretia  (Mrs.  James  Dustin) 
lived  and  died  in  Groton,  as  did  Mchetabel,  wife 
of  James  Whitchill. 

John,  the  youngest  child  of  Jacob  and  Martha 
Hatch,  was  born  in  1800,  in  Groton,  being  one 
of  the  first  children  of  white  parents  born  in  the 
town. 

He  was  a  farmer  and  local  preacher,  and  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Clark,  of 
Newbury,  died   leaving  four  children,  Phcc1>o. 


John,  Clark  and  Mary.  The  second  wife,  Sabra 
Welch,  was  a  daughter  of  Edmond  Welch,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  his  wife,  Hannah 
(Innis)  Welch,  a  direct  descendant  of  Hannah 
Dustin,  of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  whose  cap- 
ture by  Indians  and  subsequent  escape  from  the 
savages  are  matters  of  historical  interest.  Phcebe, 
eldest  child  of  John  Hatch,  Sr.,  married  In- 
galls  Gould,  of  Hillsboro,  New  Hampshire, 
where  both  died.  John,  Jr.,  died  at  the  same 
place,  leaving  no  issue.  Mary  became  the  wife 
of  Edwin  Cunningham,  and,  after  his  death, 
married  John  Wormwood,  and  died  in  Groton. 

Clark  Hatch  was  born  in  October,  1826,  in 
Groton,  and  is  now  retired  from  active  life,  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Groton  village.  He  followed 
the  trade  of  stone-cutting  in  Groton,  where  he 
has  passed  his  entire  life,  giving  some  attention 
to  agriculture.  For  a  time  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Third  Company,  Nineteenth  Regiment, 
of  Vermont  Volunteer  State  Militia,  serving  un- 
der General  A.  Harleigh  Hill.  His  wife,  Lo- 
vina  Emery,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Noah 
Emory,  who  settled  at  Kittery.  Maine,  in  1725, 
becoming  the  first  lawyer  of  that  state.  He  died 
there  at  a  great  age.  His  son  Charles  Emery, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  drew  a  pen- 
sion for  his  services.  He  came,  late  in  life,  to 
Newbury,  Vermont,  with  his  son.  John  Finery, 
This  was  previous  to  1786.  John  Emery  was 
born  in  that  part  of  Massachusetts  which  is  now 
Maine,  and  settled  in  Groton  soon  after  1786, 
dying  there  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife's  name 
was  Mary  Parker,  who  also  was  born  in  Maine. 
Their  son,  Noah  Emery,  was  born  in  1786,  in 
the  town  of  Newbury,  Vermont,  and  came  to 
Groton  with  his  parents  when  an  infant.  He 
grew  up  here,  and,  with  the  exception  of  twenty 
years  spent  in  Brighton,  Vermont,  passed  all 
his  life  in  Groton,  dying  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  He  married  Mary  Page,  of 
Groton,  and  had  one  son  and  eight  daughters. 
The  seventh  daughter,  Lovina,  became  the  wife 
of  Gark  Hatch.  Eight  children  blessed  this 
union,  the  eldest  being  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Sarah  Jane,  the  second,  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years  and  ten  months.  Oscar  C.  Hatch  is  a 
farmer  in  Groton,  and  John,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  adds  lumbering  to  fanning  and  resides  in 
Groton.  Delia  M.  is  the  wife  of  Warnm  K.iilev, 
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of  Newbury.  Emma,  Mrs.  John  Arthur,  lives 
in  Uvegate.  Clara  J.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  while  the  wife  of  Jesse  P.  iiailey, 
of  Newbury,  leaving  a  son,  Jesse  P.,  then  three 
years  old.  who  is  now  in  school.  Henry  Li.,  the 
youngest,  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Groton. 

Dr.  George  B.  Hatch  remained  on  the  parent- 
al homestead  during  his  earlier  years,  working 
on  the  farm  in  seedtime  and  harvest,  and  ac- 
quiring the  education  supplied  by  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  began 
teaching  winter  schools,  and  thus  helped  him- 
self toward  acquiring  a  liberal  education.  After 
his  graduation  from  Newbury  Seminary  in  1876, 
he  taught  in  that  town,  at  the  same  time  read- 
ing medicine  with  Dr.  E.  V.  Watkins.  He  sub- 
sequently studied  medicine  three  years  with  Dr. 
Montgomery,  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
then  attended  llowdoin  and  Dartmouth  Colleges, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  University 
of  Ohio  and  American  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
in  1885. 

Locating  in  Newbury  he  established  a  suc- 
cessful practice  and  remained  there  until  1897, 
when  he  removed  to  Groton,  and  soon  after 
erected  the  largest  business  block  in  the  town, 
in  which  his  office  is  located,  together  with  a 
large  public  hall  and  other  offices  ami  tenements. 
Here  the  local  lodges  meet,  and  in  this  building 
is  located  the  local  newspaper  office.  Dr.  Hatch 
induced  a  druggist  to  settle  in  the  town,  and  the 
store  was  opened  in  his  block.  When  the  pro- 
prietor decided  to  move  to  the  west.  Dr.  Hatch 
and  Dr.  S.  A.  Blodgctt,  his  colleague,  purchased 
the  store  and  are  conducting  it  with  advantage 
to  themselves  and  the  town.  Dr.  Hatch's  prac- 
tice has  always  covered  a  considerable  part  of 
the  town  of  Groton,  and  is  constantly  extending 
to  adjoining  localities. 

He  is  medical  examiner  and  manager  of  the 
local  St.  Andrew's  Society,  which  was  incorporat- 
ed in  1892,  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  health, 
and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Newbury  Seminary,  hav- 
ing served  twelve  years  as  president  of  the  hoard. 
He  takes  the  intelligent  interest  which  every  citi- 
zen should  in  the  progress  of  affairs,  and  'trives 
to  perform  such  duties  as  devolve  upon  him  in 
furthering  the  interests  of  his  town  and  the 
state  and  nation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  sustains  the  principles  oi  the 


Republican  party,  and  was  elected  in  1900  to 
represent  the  town  of  Groton  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture. He  is  active  in  fraternal  circles,  being  in 
affiliation  with  St.  John's  Lodge.  A.  F.  iV  A. 
M..  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  which  was 
instituted  July  17,  17O6,  and  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous existence  since.  He  belongs  to  Mt.  Leba- 
non Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  to  the  council.  R. 
&  S.  M.,  of  Bradford,  and  Palestine  Conimand- 
ery.  K.  T.,  of  St.  Jolmshury,  Vermont ;  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  Unity  Lodge  No.  (V>,  L 
O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Caledonia  Lodge  No.  46.  K.  1'.. 
both  of  Groton.  In  1889  the  YV'esleyan  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois,  in  which  he  matriculated,  and 
which  he  attended,  conferred  upon  him  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 

Dr.  Hatch  was  married  June  5,  1882,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Brown,  only  daughter  of  Jenness  \\ . 
Brown,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Newburyport. 
Massachusetts,  who  was  a  strong  Republican 
and  a  man  of  public  spirit.  His  heart  and  hand 
were  ever  open  to  the  cry  of  the  needy  at  all 
times,  and  he  was  ever  firm  for  temperance.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  all  their  lives.  Mrs.  Hatch's 
great-grandfather,  John  Brown,  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  army.  Her  mother,  Lydia 
Ward,  was  born  in  Hampton,  New  Hampshire, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  Ward,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hatch  have  a 
beautiful  home  at  Newbury,  and  have  just  com- 
pleted a  handsome  residence  in  Groton,  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  town.  Their  family  includes  two 
children,  George  W.,  aged  twenty  years,  a  teach- 
er, and  now  a  student  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont ;  and  Ina  K.,  aged  seventeen,  a  student  of 
Newbury  Seminary,  and  has  passed  her  examina- 
tions as  a  teacher  in  Vermont. 

HIRAM  J.  IIAZELTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Hiram  J.  Jlazelton.  a  prominent  phy- 
sician of  Bamet,  Vermont,  a  native  of  the  state, 
was  born  March  1,  1838,  a  son  of  Thomas  Haz- 
chon,  Jr.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  English 
ancestry,  the  founder  of  the  branch  of  die  family 
from  which  he  is  descended  having  been  Robert 
Hazeltoti,  who  emigrated  from  Bradford,  York- 
shire England,  about  1639.    lie  was  instrumcn- 
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tal  in  settling  the  town  of  Bradford,  Massachu- 
setts, and  his  marriage  with  Ann  (whose  family 
name  is  unknown)  was  the  first  performed  in  the 
town.  To  Robert  (i)  and  Ann  Hazclton  were 
born  ten  children:  Anna,  Marcy,  David,  Mary, 
Abraham,  Deliverance,  Elizabeth,  Deliverance 
(2),  Robert  and  Gersham. 

Abraham  (2),  fifth  child  and  third  son  of 
Robert,  was  bom  March  3,  1648.  He  was  one 
of  the  early  town  clerks  in  Bradford.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Langhorne, 
October  4,  1671,  and  their  eight  children  were: 
Mary,  Robert,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  Bethiah,  Abra- 
ham, Mehitable  and  Jonathan. 

Richard  (3  ),  fourth  child  and  second  son  of 
Abraham,  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Chester,  New  Hampshire.  He  married  Abigail 
Chadwick,  January  14,  1702,  and  their  eight  chil- 
dren were:  Ephraim,  Richard,  Thomas,  John, 
Mary,  Abigail,  Amos  and  James. 

Amos  (4),  next  to  the  youngest  child  of 
Richard  and  his  fifth  son,  was  born  at  Bradford 
in  1717.  He  was  given  a  portion  of  the  paternal 
estate  at  Chester,  New  Hampshire.  He  married 
Eunice  Gilson  in  1745,  and  to  them  were  born 
twelve  children :  Amos,  Thomas,  Jonas,  William, 
Richard,  John,  Joseph,  Ebenezer,  David,  Eunice, 
Ephraim  and  Abraham. 

Thomas  (5)  second  child  and  son  of  Amos, 
was  born  in  1750.  He-  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire.  He 
was  active  in  military  affairs  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  was  in  Hazen's  regiment  in  1777,  1778 
and  1779,  and  on  May  8  of  the  former  year  he 
was  with  the  force  engaged  in  the  operations 
against  Fort  Ticondcroga.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  a  man  possessing  in  marked  degree  the  cour- 
age of  the  pioneers  of  his  day,  and  was  among 
the  early  settlers  at  Strafford,  where  he  redeemed 
a  homestead  from  the  unbroken  forest.  *  He 
there  married  Sallic  George,  daughter  of  an- 
other pioneer  in  that  settlement,  and  eight  chil- 
dren were  horn  to  them:  Thomas,  Manscl,  Hi- 
ram, Joseph,  I.oren,  Folly,  Sally  and  Betsy. 
There  were  four  brothers  besides  Thomas,  Sr., 
who  emigrated  to  Vermont,  namely:  Jonas,  Jos- 
eph, Ebenezer,  Abraham. 

Thomas  (6),  eldest  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Strafford,  August  28,  1790.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  neighljorhood  schools,  was  a 


member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  He  inherited  the  paternal 
traits,  and  lived  a  life  of  industry  and  probity, 
lie  married  Sylvia  Kibling,  l>orn  in  Strafford, 
October  9,  1795.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon 
Jacob  and  Sarah  (Coolidge)  Kibling,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Catherine  De  Wolf 
Kiblinger  (or  Kibling),  early  German  emigrants, 
who  were  pioneer  settlers  in  the  town  of  Ash- 
burnham,  Massachusetts.  On  the  maternal  side 
she  was  a  granddaughter  of  Elisha  Coolidge,  also 
of  the  same  place.  Thomas  and  Sylvia  (Kib- 
ling) Ilazelton  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren;  Finctte,  bom  February  11,  1815;  Harlow, 
born  March  28,  1817;  Stillman,  bom  March  19, 
1819;  Sylvia,  born  December  8,  1820:  Adeline, 
born  January  19.  1822:  Lorenzo,  born  April  19, 
1824;  Clarissa,  bom  April  10,  1826;  Clarissa, 
born  December  28,  1829;  Harriet,  born  April 
2,  1832;  Lucy  C,  born  April  12,  1834;  Henry, 
born  August  1,  1836;  Hiram  J.,  born  March  1, 
1838;  Walter  N.,  born  December  I,  1840. 

Hiram  J.  (7),  twelfth  child  and  fifth  son  of 
Thomas,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  village,  and  studied  for  his  profession 
in  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Medical  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1863.  March 
31  of  the  same  year,  he  located  in  Barnet,  Ver- 
mont, which  has  now  been  for  the  unusual  period 
of  forty  years  his  place  of  residence  and  the  scene 
of  his  busy  and  useful  effort,  and  where  he  has 
ever  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
community  by  reason  of  his  professional  skill 
and  excellence  of  personal  character.  Dr.  Hazel- 
ton  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  and  is  regarded 
by  that  body  as  one  of  the  strongest  exponents 
of  the  science  which  it  advocates.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Temple  Lodge  No.  54,  F.  &  A.  M„  and  hi* 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Dr.  Hazelton  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Charlotte  Amelia,  daughter  of  John  and 
Harriet  (Wright)  Moore.  She  died  April  7, 
1871,  and  Dr.  Hazclton  was  married  November 
25,  1875,  at  Barnet,  Vermont,  to  Harriet  Wil- 
son. The  children  of  Dr.  Hazelton  by  his  first 
marriage  were:  an  infant,  who  died  on  the 
day  of  birth,  August  13,  1865;  Alfred  C.  born 
May  13,  1867,  died  October  18,  1869;  Robert 
H.,  bom  November  10,  1868;  Charlotte  Amelia, 
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born  September  26,  1870;  and,  by  the  second 
marriage,  Bertha  S.,  born  April  29,  1878. 

Robert  H.  Hazelton,  son  of  Dr.  Hiram  J.  and 
Charlotte  Amelia  (Moore)  Hazelton,  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Hahnemann  Homeopathic  Col- 
lege of  Chicago.  He  married  Mary  Bishop,  of 
Mclndoe,  Vermont,  and  settled  in  Lebanon, 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  is  actively  engaged  in 
practice.  His  children  are  Ellen  M.  and  Char- 
lotte E.  Hazelton. 

Charlotte  A.  Hazelton,  daughter  of  Dr.  Hiram 
J.  and  Charlotte  Amelia  ( Moore)  Hazelton,  was 
married  September  26,  1898,  to  Franklin  C.  Dow, 
and  to  them  was  born  a  son,  Franklin  Hazelton 
Dow.  The  family  reside  in  Melrose,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Bertha  S.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Hiram  and  Harriet 
(Wilson)  Hazelton,  was  married  to  Dr.  J.  C. 
Gilfillan,  of  Barnct,  Vermont.  They  settled  in 
Becbc  Plain,  Vermont,  where  Dr.  Gilfillan  is 
engaged  in  practice. 

JUDGE  WILLIAM  HENRY  NICHOLS. 

Judge  William  Henry  Nichols,  of  Randolph, 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  Orange  county  for  many  years.  He  \va«  bom 
in  Braintree,  Vermont,  December  23,  182*),  a 
son  of  William  and  Betsey  (White)  Nichols. 
He  comes  of  Revolutionary  stock,  and  is  of  pio- 
neer ancestry,  his  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Nich- 
ols, an  officer  mi  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving 
as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  having  been  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Braintree,  Vermont.  Colonel 
Isaac  Nichols  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Sutton,  May  24,  1737. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  resided  in  Royal- 
ston,  Massachusetts,  after  the  war  removing  to 
Vermont,  and  settling,  in  October,  1787,  in  Brain- 
tree, subsequently  living  there  until  his  death, 
January  6,  1822.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Dorcris  Sibley,  outlived  the  century  mark, 
her  birth  occurring  July  18,  1736,  in  Sutton. 
Massachusetts,  and  her  death  on  May  9,  1841, 
in  Braintree,  Vermont. 

Abner  Nichols  .the  grandfather  of  Judge 
Nichols,  was  born  in  Royalston,  Massachusetts, 
February  9,  1769,  and  died  December  16,  1854. 
On  January  26.  1792.  he  married  his  cousin, 
Molly  Nichols,  daughter  of  William  Nichols,  a 


brother  of  Colonel  Isaac  Nichols.  She  was  born 
March  23.  1763,  and  died  February  20,  1823, 
in  Braintree. 

William  Nichols,  born  February  20,  1796, 
was  a  life-long  farmer  and  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  Republican  party  from  its  formation  until  his 
death,  December  23,  1874.  He  was  active  in 
local  affairs,  serving  as  town  treasurer  ten  years, 
as  selectman,  and  as  lister.  On  May  4,  1825,  he 
married  Betsey  White,  a  descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  Thomas  White  (1),  who  was 
bom  in  1599,  and  was  probably  one  of  the  first 
settlers  at  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
commanded  a  military  company.  His  son, 
Thomas  White  (2).  married  Mary  Pratt,  and 
d^d  April  1 1,  170/*.  Thomas  (3),  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  White,  was  born  about  1673.  His 
second  wife,  Mary  Bowditch,  was  the  mother  of 
Micah  White  (4).  The  last  named  was  bom 
in  South  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  Deceml>er 
10,  1721,  and  married,  September  10,  1746.  Su- 
sanna Eager.  Their  son  Ebenezer  White  ( 5 ) .  born 
in  Randolph,  Massachusetts,  March  3,  1755,  mar- 
ried, January  23,  1793,  Lueretia  Partridge,  of 
Keene,  New  Hampshire,  among  their  children 
being  Betsey  White  (6).  Ebenezer  settled  in 
Braintree,  Vermont,  in  1786-87. 

William  H,  Nichols,  the  subject  of  tins 
sketch,  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  Orange 
county  grammar  school,  the  West  Randolph 
Academy,  and  graduated  from  Middlebury  Col- 
lege in  1856.  In  the  meantime  he  taught  school 
in  Aroostook  county,  Maine,  and  subsequently  was 
principal  of  the  Orange  county  grammar  school 
and  West  Randolph  Academy,  for  short  periods. 
Immediately  after  graduation  he  l>egan  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  John  B.  Hutchinson,  Esq., 
now  deceased,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1858.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 
Randolph,  and  continued  with  success  until  i860, 
when  he  removed  to  the  growing  town  of  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  being  a  resident  of  that  place  when 
its  first  railroad  reached  it. 

The  call  to  arms,  arising  from  the  attempts 
of  ill  advised  men  to  disrupt  the  Union,  reached 
the  ears  of  the  young  attorney  in  his  western 
home,  and  he  was  among  the  first  to  respond. 
He  enlisted  June  8,  1861,  in  Company  K,  Third 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  saw  service  until 
the  close  of  hostilities  in  1865.    Most  of  his 
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military  activities  passed  in  the  Mississippi  val- 
ley. He  took  part  in  Banks's  Red  river  cam- 
paign, and  was  an  actor  in  the  battles  of  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  capture  of 
Mobile,  beside  many  less  severe  engagements. 
He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher's 
Run. 

With  equal  alacrity,  he  laid  down  the  imple- 
ments of  war  and  took  up  those  of  agriculture. 
On  account  of  his  aged  parents  he  settled  down 
to  till  the  home  farm  and  care  for  them  in  their 
declining  years.  This  farm,  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  productive  in  the  state,  has  received 
additions  by  purchase  in  his  hands,  and  is  now 
managed  jointly  by  Judge  Nichols  and  his  young- 
est son.  He  was  a  representative  to  the  consti- 
tutional convention  at  Montpelier  in  1870,  and 
represented  the  town  of  Braintree  in  the  legisla- 
ture in  1872.  For  about  six  years  he  was  town 
clerk  and  treasurer,  and  also  served  as  select- 
man and  town  superintendent  of  schools,  filling 
the  latter  position  three  years.  In  1888  he  re- 
moved to  West  Randolph,  and  has  sHnce  resided 
there.  From  1872  until  1874  he  served  as  assist- 
ant judge  of  the  county  court,  and  from  that 
date  until  the  present  time  he  has  been  judge 
of  probate  of  the  district  of  Randolph.  Politi- 
cally Judge  Nichols  is  a  Republican,  and  fra- 
ternally belongs  to  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
to  the  local  Grange.  He  supports  the  Congre- 
gational church. 

Judge  Nichols  married,  first,  August  13, 
1856,  Ann  Eliza  Bates,  of  Salisbury,  Vermont. 
She  died  December  4,  1896,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Henry  Herbert,  William  Bates, 
Edward  Hatch  and  Anna  Green.  Henry  H. 
Nichols,  born  September  30,  1857,  in  Braintree. 
Venrfont,  acquired  his  education  at  Randolph 
Academy,  lived  several  years  in  the  City  of 
Mexico,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  London,  Eng- 
land. He  married  Bertha  O'Neil,  of  New  York 
city,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  George  H.  Nich- 
ols. William  B.  Nichols,  born  at  Braintree, 
Vermont,  December  4,  1859,  is  a  fruit  and  raisin 
grower  at  Dinuba,  California.  He  married,  first, 
June  25.  1881,  Mattie  E.  Denmon,  of  Waterbury, 
Vermont,  who  died  August  6,  1882,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Josephine  M.,  now  being  educated  in 
the    Moodv    School.      He    married,  second, 


Emma  Heimbach,  by  whom  he  ha*  one  child, 
Gretchcti.  Edward  H.,  born  in  Braintree, 
Vermont,  May  19,  1871,  married  Mattie  Ann 
Nichols,  and  still  resides  in  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  being  engaged  in  general  farming.  Anna 
G.,  bom  in  Braintree,  June  5,  1876,  was  educated 
at  the  Randolph  high  school  and  Middicbury 
College.  She  married  David  R.  Bosworth,  and 
resides  in  Bristol,  Vermont. 

Judge  Nichols  married,  second,  January  15, 
1898,  Hattie  L.  Bass,  who  was  educated  at  Ran- 
dolph Center.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Mary  (Cady)  Bass,  and  a  direct  descendant  of 
Samuel  Bass,  who  emigrated  from  England  about 
1630,  settling  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  the 
next  in  line  of  descent  being  John  Bass,  who 
married  Ruth  Alden,  daughter  of  John  and  Pris- 
cilia  (Mullens)  Alden,  both  of  whom  were  pas- 
sengers on  the  Mayllowcr.  Their  son,  John  Bass, 
married  Abigail  Adams,  and  had  a  son  Samuel. 
The  last  named  had  a  son  bearing  the  same  name, 
whose  son,  Samuel,  settled  in  Braintree,  Ver- 
mont, in  May,  1785.  His  son,  Scth,  born  March 
5,  1783,  was  the  father  of  Henry,  Inirn  May  ti, 
1814.  He  married  Mary  E.  Cady,  and  was  the 
father  of  Mrs.  William  H.  Nichols. 

WHITCOMB  ELISHA  LAMSON. 

Whiicomb  Elisha  Lamson,  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant of  Randolph,  was  born  in  this  town,  Jan- 
uary 24,  1844,  a  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Lamson, 
Jr.  Thomas  Lamson,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the  last 
named,  was  born  in  Denmark,  December  8, 
1672,  being  one  of  a  family  of  twenty-three  chil- 
dren born  into  his  father's  household  by  three 
wives.  Coming  to  Ameiica  with  some  of  his 
brothers  while  yet  a  lad.  he  located  in  Brookfield, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  and  at  least  two  of  his 
brothers,  Samuel  ami  Jonathan,  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  army,  the  latter  serving  in  the  Revo- 
lution from  1777  till  1780,  his  younger  brother, 
Samuel,  being  a  witness  to  his  service.  Thomas 
Lamson,  Sr.,  according  to  the  official  record, 
served  in  Colonel  John  Crooks'  regiment  six 
months,  from  July  i.  1780,  being  present  at  the 
execution  of  Major  Andre.  October  2.  1780.  That 
he  served  again  the  following  year  is  made  evi- 
dent by  an  order  he  gave  his  captain,  John  Cut- 
ler, for  pay  for  his  services  at  West  Point,  New 
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York,  in  17H1,  (he  amount  of  the  bill  being  eight 
pounds,  three  shillings  and  two  pence.  In  1785 
he  and  his  brother  Samuel  came  to  Vermont,  the 
latter  locating  in  Windsor,  while  Thomas  set- 
tled in  Randolph.  It  is  related  that,  one  day, 
while  journeying  to  Middlebury  with  an  o:c  sled, 
he  overtook  two  men  with  axes  on  their  shoul- 
ders. He  asked  them  to  ride,  and  in  conversing 
with  the  strangers  found  that  one  of  them  was 
his  half-brother.  Shortly  after  coming  here,  on 
May  12,  1785,  Thomas  Lamson,  Sr.,  married 
Anna  Martin,  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Rachel 
(Heath)  Martin,  locating  on  the  place  where 
their  great-granddaughter,  Mary  (lamson) 
Smith,  now  lives.  Anna  Martin  was  of  Eng- 
lish extraction,  a  native  of  Hamden,  Connecti- 
cut, and  their  marriage  was  the  second  one 
solemnized  in  Randolph.  To  show  the  material 
of  which  she  was  made,  it  is  recorded  that  she 
made  two  journeys  to  Connecticut  on  horseback, 
going  once  before,  and  once  after  her  marriage. 
She  survived  him,  and  drew  a  pension  as  a  widow 
of  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  her  application 
for  the  same,  signed  Anne  M.  Lamson,  being  re- 
corded at  the  bureau  of  pensions  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  In  September,  1848.  she  was  still  living 
at  Randolph,  aged  eighty-one  years.  They 
reared  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  Thomas 
Lamson  died  April  5,  1830,  at  Randolph. 

Thomas  Lamson,  Jr.,  born  September  3, 
1805,  spent  his  long  life  in  Randolph,  dying  in 
February,  J  888.  On  August  6,  1829,  he  married 
Esther  Mann,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Ran- 
dolph, Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Randolph,  Ver- 
mont, in  March,  1881.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  as  follows :  Mary  H.,  born  April 
19.  1830,  died  December  6,  1850;  Irvin  T.,  bom 
August  t6,  1832,  died  on  the  old  Lamson  home- 
stead, in  October,  1898;  Jasper  H.,  born  March 
28,  1834,  is  in  the  hardware  business  in  Ran- 
dolph, Vermont;  Edwin  M.,  born  May  4,  1835, 
died  January  7,  1847;  Joseph  M.,  born  February 
28,  1842,  died  November  29,  1865 ;  and  Whit- 
comb  K..  the  subject  of  this  brief  genealogical 
sketch. 

Whitcomb  E.  Lamson  obtained  a  good  com- 
mon school  education  in  his  native  town,  after 
which  he  began  his  mercantile  career  as  a  clerk 
in  the  general  store  of  H.  C.  Badger  &  Com- 
pany, of  Randolph,  remaining  with  that  firm 


three  years.  The  ensuing  four  years  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  liohart  Smith,  dealer  in  dry-goods, 
boots  and  shoes,  leaving  him  at  the  end  of  that 
period  to  accept  a  positon  with  his  former  em- 
ployer, who  had  removed  to  Fort  Scott,  Kansas. 
Eighteen  months  later  he  returned  to  Randolph, 
but  after  staying  here  a  short  time,  Mr.  Lamson 
went  to  Boston,  where  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house 
of  Sargent  Brothers  &  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  great  fire 
of  October  7,  1872,  when  the  store  and  its  con- 
tents were  destroyed.  Again  returning  to  Ran- 
dolph, he  bought,  in  February,  1873,  of  F.  B. 
Salisbury  &  Company,  the  furniture  business 
which  he  still  carries  on.  He  has  greatly  increased 
his  operations  during  these  last  thirty  years, 
building  a  commodious  establishment,  which  is 
fitted  with  modern  conveniences,  and  adding 
other  lines  of  goods,  carrying  an  extensive  and 
varied  stock.  Like  his  father,  he  has  always 
been  connected  with  the  Christian  church,  and 
is  one  of  its  most  earnest  supporters.  He  has 
always  been  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Lamson  married,  in  November,  1875, 
H.  Amelia  Philbrick,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Maine. 
Four  children  have  blessed  their  union,  namely : 
Guy  P.,  born  June  20,  1877,  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Vermont  with  the  class  of 
1900,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness at  Havana,  Cuba ;  Grace  G.,  born  September 
18,  1879,  's  soprano  singer  in  the  choir  of  the 
First  Baptist  church  at  Fitchburg,  Massachu- 
setts; A.  Gail,  born  December  31,  1883,  was 
graduated  from  the  Randolph  high  school  in 
1902;  and  Genieve  A.  W.,  born  April  29,  1887, 
is  a  pupil  in  the  Randolph  high  school. 

SYLYANUS  B.  CARPENTER. 

The  gentleman  who  bears  this  name  comes 
of  a  family  long  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Ran- 
dolph, where  he  himself  has  been  an  influential 
public  man  for  several  years.  Both  sides  of  the 
house  arc  of  New  England  origin  and  trace  their 
descent  through  a  highly  honorable  line,  which 
has  been  in  close  touch  for  getierations  with  the 
public  life  of  this  famous  section  of  the  Union. 
Elias  Carpenter,  the  father  of  our  subject  and  a 
native  of  Randolph,  was  a  life-long  farmer  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


» 59 


an  influential  man  in  his  community.  He  was  a 
soldier  at  Plattsburg  during  the  war  of  1812, 
and  made  a  most  creditable  military  record,  in 
line  with  the  hereditary  patriotism  always  dis- 
played by  the  Carpenters  at  every  crisis  of  the 
nation's  history.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Jonathan  Carpenter,  a  native  ot  Con- 
necticut, and  a  worthy  representative  of  the 
"Land  of  Steady  Habits,"  who  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Randolph  and  ex- 
ercised a  strong  influence  in  the  community.  He 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jerry  B.  Adams, 
and  for  many  years  conducted  it  as  a  hotel,  be- 
ing known  far  and  wide  as  a  landlord  of  the 
old  New  England  type.  Elias  Carpenter  married 
Orinda  Blodgett,  a  member  of  the  famous  family 
of  that  name,  whose  history  is  given  in  another 
part  of  this  work. 

Their  son,  Sylvanus  B.  Carpenter,  was  born 
at  Randolph,  June  16,  1828,  and  has  spent  all  of 
his  long  and  useful  life  in  and  around  the  place 
of  his  nativity.  After  obtaining  his  elementary 
education  in  the  village  schools  he  engaged  in 
farming  011  his  father's  farm,  and  agricultural 
pursuits  have  claimed  his  undivided  attention 
during  all  his  working  years.  Allied  with  the 
Republican  party  and  long  influential  in  its  coun- 
cils, he  has  filled  most  of  the  town  offices,  and  was 
a  representative  in  the  legislature  in  1866  and 
1867,  there  being  an  extra  session  in  the  latter 
year.  He  was  appointed  on  several  important 
committees,  and  served  satisfactorily,  bringing  to 
bear  on  his  legislative  duties  the  good  sense  and 
keen  judgment  acquired  by  long  training  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life.  As  a  farmer  he  has 
displayed  ability,  as  is  proved  by  his  unvarying 
success  as  a  cultivator  and  breeder,  his  place  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  carefully  managed  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  I  .aura  Adams,  a  sister  of  the 
late  Baily  l;.  Adams,  and  whom  he  espoused  in 
1855.  The  only  child  of  this  union  was  a  daugh- 
ter, who  died  in  early  life,  and  her  mother  passed 
away  in  1857.  In  1862  Mr.  Carpenter  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  A.,  daughter  of  Al- 
den  and  Betsey  (Kendall)  Loomis,  of  Roxbury, 
Vermont,  where  the  former  was  a  popular  and 
successful  farmer.  Both  as  a  public  man  and 
in  his  business  dealings  with  the  community  Mr. 


Carpenter  has  earned  the  reputation  of  being 
high-minded,  honest  and  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  every  obligation.  His  standing  is 
among  the  best  as  an  official,  a  farmer  and  a 
progressive  citizen,  ready  at  all  times  to  exert 
his  best  efforts  in  promoting  growth  and  de- 
velopment. 

HON.  NELSON  LUTHER  BOYDEX. 

The  above  mentioned  member  of  the  legal 
profession  of  Randolph  Center,  Vermont,  was 
born  in  Barnard,  Vermont,  July  19,  1836,  a 
son  of  Luther  and  Hannah  (Goff)  Boyden.  His 
parents  died  when  he  was  quite  a  voting  child, 
and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  working 
upon  a  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  district 
schools  and  in  the  Royalton  Academy.  In  186 1 
he  came  to  Randolph  Center,  and  became  a 
teacher  in  the  Orange  county  grammar  schools, 
as  an  assistant  to  Professor  Conant.  Soon  after 
this,  having  chosen  the  profession  of  the  law  for 
his  life  work,  to  prepare  himself  for  this  voca- 
tion, he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Philander 
Perrin,  with  whom  he  pursued  a  course  of  read- 
ing, and  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  Orange 
county  bar  in  1865.  In  the  same  year  he  opened 
an  office  in  Randolph  Center,  where  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
and  his  resolute  purpose  and  well  directed  ener- 
gies have  achieved  a  most  gratifying  success. 
In  additon  to  this  he  superintends  the  work  of  a 
large  farm,  where  he  has  one  of  die  finest  herds 
of  Jersey  cows  in  the  state,  and  he  devotes  much 
time  and  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  horses. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Boyden  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  has  been  chosen  to  serve  in 
many  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  acted 
as  superintendent  of  schools  in  Barnard  and  Ran- 
dolph, and  in  the  latter  named  place  served  as 
town  clerk  for  twenty-five  years;  in  1882  he  was 
elected  senator  from  Orange  county,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  education  and 
reform  school,  besides  serving  on  the  judiciary 
committee.  In  1888  and  1S89  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  town  of  Randolph  in  the  state 
legislature,  and  he  served  in  the  capacity  of 
chairman  of  the  committees  on  railroads  and 
Grand  Isle  bridge,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
judiciary  committee;  he  also  served  as  state's 
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attorney  for  Orange  county  tor  the  years  1870- 
72-74-76,  and  lias  been  both  member  and  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Randolph  State 
Normal  School,  and  is  resilient  commissioner  of 
that  institution.  Mr.  Boydcn  has  labored  un- 
ceasingly for  the  welfare  and  interests  of  this  in- 
stitution, and  when  the  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  the  summer  of  1893  he  was  unanimously 
chosen  chairman  of  the  committee  to  erect  a  new 
edifice,  to  which  end  he  devoted  much  time  and 
attention.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  die  Independent  Order  ot 
Odd  Fellows ;  he  has  filled  the  chairs  in  the  four 
local  bodies  of  the  former  order  at  West  Ran- 
dolph, and  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Zion  Commandery, 
K.  T..  at  Montpelk-r.  Vermont,  and  Mt.  Sinai 
Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  the 
same  city.  In  all  these  capacities  he  has  given 
universal  satisfaction  by  the  exactitude,  impar- 
tiality and  conscientiousness  with  which  he  has 
discharged  his  duties. 

August  16,  1865.  Mr.  Hoyden  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Angene  Eleanor  Carpenter, 
daughter  of  George  and  Anninda  (Miner)  Car- 
penter, of  Randolph.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  two  ot  whom  survive,  Charles 
Irving  and  Florence  L.  Boyden,  both  residing 
with  their  parents.  The  son  graduated  with  die 
class  of  1901  from  the  University  of  Vermont, 
and  has  been  employed  most  of  the  time  since 
graduation  as  chemist  at  the  experiment  station 
connected  with  his  alma  mater. 

CHARLES  ELMER  HOUGHTON. 

Charles  Elmer  Houghton,  a  leading  business 
man  ot  North  Bennington,  and  who  has  occupied 
various  important  public  positions,  was  horn  in 
Rowe,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  March 
10,  1818,  and  died  May  12,  1890.  He  was  the 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Melinda  (McLeod)  Hough- 
ton, his  ancestry  being  English  on  his  father's 
side  and  Scotch  on  his  mother's.  His  early  edu- 
cational training  was  received  in  the  common 
schools.  He  could  almost  be  styled  a  self-edu- 
cated man,  for  he  was  always  particularly  inter- 
ested in  scientific  subjects,  studying  them  at 
every  opportunity.  Mr.  Houghton  was  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  his  county,  and  in  the 


state  as  well.  He  had  the  executive  ability  of  a 
successful  business  man,  was  a  keen  reader  ot 
men,  and  held  the  leadership  among  his  fellows. 
He  had  his  own  way  to  make  in  public  life,  yet 
he  found  time  to  devote  to  public  enterprises, 
and,  like  the  typical  Vennontcr,  early  acquired 
traits  of  perseverance  that  won  for  him  place 
and  honor  in  the  commonwealth,  as  weli  as  a 
competence.  He  tntered  mercantile  life  in 
Shaftsbury  in  1841,  with  his  brother,  the  late 
J.  C.  Houghton.  In  1855,  leaving  to  the  junior 
brother  the  fine  business  that  the  two  had  jointly 
built  up,  he  removed  to  North  Bennington,  where 
he  engaged  iii  a  commercial  enterprise  with  his 
brother,  R.  L.  Houghton.  Subsequently  he  took 
the  whole  concern  and  carried  it  on  until  1K03, 
when  he  associated  it  with  his  son,  Edmund  C. 
to  whom  he  sold  out  in  1865  in  order  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  duties  as  vice  president  and  man- 
ager of  the  First  National  Bank  of  North  Ben- 
nington, which  had  recently  been  organized ;  the 
office  of  vice  president  he  held  until  his  death. 
He  had  held  official  connection  with  four  Ben- 
nington banks,  and  was  the  trusted  associate  ot  a 
company  of  solid  business  men.  At  die  time  01 
his  death  he  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Bennington 
and  Rutland  Railroad  Company,  and  for  many 
years  was  on  the  board  of  directors.  He  had 
also  been  actively  connected  with  several  large- 
paper  mills  in  that  section. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Houghton  served  on  the 
regimental  commander's  staff.  He  had  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Shaftsbury  in  the  legislature, 
and  had  also  held  the  offices  of  assistant  judge, 
constable,  selectman,  lister  and  postmaster  while 
a  resident  of  that  place.  For  two  terms  he  was 
a  member  of  the  state  senate,  and  took  a  leading 
position  there.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  in 
1876,  was  for  six  years  a  director  of  the  state 
prison,  had  been  county  treasurer,  and  member 
of  the  Republican  slate  and  county  committees. 
He  was  active  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  the 
lodge  and  commandery.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  the  Bennington  Historical 
Society  who  prepared  the  bill  in  1876  which 
afterward  became  the  charter  of  the  Bennington 
Battle  Monument  Association.  On  November 
1,  1838,  he  married  Mary  E.  Hutchins,  who 
survives  him,  with  two  children :  Edmund  C.  and 
Helen  C.  Houghton,  now  Mrs.  Hiram  Cole. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


161 


WELLS  LAFLIN  FIELD. 

Captain  Wells  Laflin  Field,  United  States 
navy,  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  January 
31,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Matthew  D. 
and  Clarissa  (Laflin)  Field.  Matthew  D.  Field 
was  the  fourth  child  of  David  Dudley  Field, 
whose  sons  gave  to  the  nation  most  valuable 
service  in  important  fields  of  thought  and  labor. 

David  Dudley  Field,  clergyman,  was  born 
at  East  Guilford,  Connecticut,  May  20,  1781 ; 
was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1802;  settled 
at  Haddam,  Connecticut,  in  1804,  at  Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts,  1819-37;  returned  to  Haddam, 
where  he  remained  from  1837  to  1851 ;  thence 
returning  to  Stockbridge.  Of  his  sons,  the  eldest 
and  namesake  became  a  most  distinguished  jurist. 
Cyrus  West  Field  was  the  projector  of  the  At- 
lantic cable,  organized  the  Atlantic  Telegraph 
Company,  and  continued  his  exertions  to  the 
success  of  the  cable  in  1865,  when  he  receive*  1 
a  gold  medal  at  Liverpool  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
from  the  American  Congress.  Henry  Martyn 
Field  was  a  noted  clergyman  and  for  many  years 
editor  of  the  New  York  Evangelist ;  was  a  great 
traveler,  and  wrote  many  books  of  his  travels, 
which  were  and  are  now  of  great  popularity. 
Stephen  J.  Field  was  an  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States;  served  a 
longer  time  on  the  United  States  supreme  court 
than  any  other  justice  since  the  organization  of 
the  court.  He  was  always  a  leader,  firm  in  his 
convictions,  whether  with  the  majority  or  minor- 
ity of  the  court.  Many  of  his  minority  reports 
stand  today  as  a  monument  to  his  great  ability 
as  a  jurist. 

Matthew  D.  Field  was  the  foremost  civil 
engineer  of  his  time.  He  was  the  first  to  build 
suspension  bridges  in  this  country.  The  bridge 
over  the  Cumberland  river  at  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, was  built  by  him,  and  was  destroyed  during 
the  Civil  war.  He  first  conceived  the  idea  of  the 
Atlantic  cable,  and  succeeded  in  interesting  his 
brother  Gyrus  in  the  enterprise,  and  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  a  civil  engineer  was  a  constant  adviser 
to  his  brother  until  the  successful  completion  of 
the  work. 

Wells  Laflin  Field  obtained  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Southwick,  Massachu- 
setts, taking  an  academic  course  at  Stockbridge. 
1 1  «. 


He  was  appointed  from  New  York  to  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy,  then  located  at  New- 
port, November  20,  1862.  His  first  cruise  was 
to  Chinese  waters,  whence  he  returned  as  ensign 
on  the  Piscataqua,  and  later  on  the  Delaware. 
After  the  Franco-Prussion  war  he  was  with  Ad- 
miral Dewey  as  master  (now  junior  lieutenant) 
in  European  waters.  His  next  cruise  was  to 
China  as  lieutenant  on  the  Lackawanna.  I  lis 
next  cruise  was  to  European  waters  on  the  Frank- 
lin, with  Admiral  John  L.  Worden,  of  Monitor 
fame.  For  a  short  period  thereafter,  he  performed 
shore  duty  in  New  York  as  light  house  inspector, 
next  going  to  China  as  flag  lieutenant  to  Ad- 
mirals Clitz  and  Crosby  for  nearly  four  years. 
Following  this,  in  1884-86.  he  was  in  charge  of 
the  branch  hydrographic  ofhee  in  New  York  city. 
He  was  next  successively  with  the  scholarship  St. 
Mary  and  War  College,  Newport,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1889,  joined  the  Charleston  at  the  navy 
yard,  Mare  Island,  California.  He  was  there 
in  1891  promoted  to  lieutenant  commander.  Re- 
turning east,  he  was  ordered  in  command  of 
school  ship  St.  Mary  until  March,  1897.  On 
June  15th  of  the  latter  year  he  was  ordered  in 
charge  of  the  recruiting  office  in  New  York  city. 
When  war  was  declared  against  Spain,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  duties  as  recruiting  officer,  Captain 
Field  was  invested  with  authority  as  supervisor 
of  New  York  harbor,  as  a  member  of  the  board 
for  the  purchase  of  vessels  for  United  Slates 
marine  service,  and  was  also  in  charge  of  the 
third  district  of  coast  patrol,  which  included 
Newport  and  New  York  harbors.  He  was  com- 
missioned Commander  April  27,  1898.  July  11, 
1898,  he  was  ordered  to  command  of  the  col- 
lier Justin.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1898,  while 
in  command  of  the  Justin,  he  was  with  the  Iowa 
and  Oregon  on  their  trip  to  San  Francisco ;  thence 
to  Honolulu  to  bring  back  the  collier  Sindia 
(now  Ajax).  From  June  10th  to  November  1st 
he  was  light  house  inspector  at  Portland,  Oregon. 
On  the  latter  date  he  was  ordered  to  command 
of  Ranger,  man-of-war,  at  Mare  Island.  Cali- 
fornia, remaining  in  commission  to  October  15, 

1901.  lie  was  subsequently,  up  to  October  1, 

1902,  light  house  inspector  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  He  was  promoted  to  captain  April 
15,  1902,  and  retired  November  20  as  rear  ad- 
miral. 
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Captain  Field  married,  November  8,  1894, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Frederick  G. 
Clark,  who  had  a  summer  home  at  Bennington, 
and  whose  father  was  for  many  years  pastor  of 
the  old  First  church  at  Bennington  Center.  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Field  have  two  children:  Sarah 
Blackwell  Field,  born  October  8,  1897;  and 
Wells  Laflin  Field,  born  October  14,  1902.  The 
summer  home  of  the  family  is  at  Bennington 
Center. 

CLINTON  CUTLER. 

Clinton  Cutler,  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  that  section 
of  the  country,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
at  Cutler's  Corners,  town  of  Orange,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  December  16,  1844.  Jacob 
Cutler,  grandfather  of  Clinton  Cutler,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  the  town  of  Orange,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  lie  purchased  an  extensive 
tract  of  land,  and  in  order  to  cultivate  it  in  the 
best  possible  manner,  he  manufactured  charcoal 
and  ashes,  which  he  disposed  of  very  advantage- 
ously, and  he  applied  the  proceeds  to  obtaining 
the  necessary  requirements  of  his  farm.  He  was 
a  man  of  strong  characteristics,  and  he  exerted 
a  wide  influence  for  good  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resided.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Betsy  Watts. 

Chauncy  Cutler,  son  of  Jacob  and  Betsy  Cut- 
ler, and  father  of  Clinton  Cutler,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Orange,  Orange  county,  Vermont. 
After  receiving  a  common  school  education  he 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  he  methodically  and  successfully 
followed  all  his  life.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Cutler  was  a  Republican,  and  he  has  served 
in  the  capacity  of  selectman,  besides  holding  other 
town  offices.  He  always  resided  in  Cutlers  Cor- 
ners, and  was  considered  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  that  section  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Cutler  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Lois  Peabody.  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Clinton  and  Clara  Eva  Cutler.  Mr. 
Cutler  thai  married  Miss  Finette  Townsend,  of 
Plainfiekl,  Vermont,  and  their  children  were: 
Dclmot;  Lena,  deceased;  Harley  F. ;  Dwight ; 
and  Earl  Cutler. 

Clinton  Cutler,  son  of  Chauncy  and  Lois  Cut- 


ler, acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  which  was  later  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  of  study  in  the  Spaulding 
School  at  Barre,  Vermont,  and  in  the  school  at 
Newbury,  Vermont.  Afterwards  he  pursued  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  has  been  eminently 
successful  in  all  his  agricultural  enterprises,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  town, 
whose  good  judgment  and  sound  common  sense 
are  esteemed  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
him.  He  purchased,  in  i860,  the  farm  in  East 
Montpelier  on  which  he  now  resides.  In  his 
political  preferences  Mr.  Cutler  is  a  Republican, 
but  he  has  never  taken  any  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town. 

On  September  19,  1866,  Mr.  Cutler  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  D.  Shephard,  daugh- 
ter of  Prentice  M.  and  Marion  Shephard.  They 
have  one  child,  Murrey  C,  born  December  11, 
1868.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr. 
Cutler  married,  February  22,  1878,  Miss  Elsie 
Pitkin  Dwinell,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Chester  W. 
H.  and  Orpah  L.  (Jacobs)  Dwinell,  of  Marsh- 
field,  Vermont.  Mr.  Dwinell  was  born  in  Marsh- 
field,  Vermont,  February  24,  1823,  where  he  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town.  He 
represented  the  town  in  the  state  legislature  for 
1863  a"d  '864;  served  as  associate  justice  for 
1869  and  1870,  and  was  chairman  of  the  county 
board  of  appraisers  and  equilization.  The  fol- 
lowing named  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cutler:  Dean  Elliott,  deceased;  Plinney 
Morton,  born  July  11,  1881 ;  Hattie  Blanch,  born 
June  19,  1883;  Paul  J.  W.,  deceased,  born  May 

24,  1887;  and  Ruth  Marion  Cutler,  born  July 

25,  1891. 

WILLIAM  CARLTON  BLAKE. 

» 

William  Carlton  Blake,  one  of  the  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Miltonboro,  Vermont,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  Jasper  Blake,  who  settled  in  Hamp- 
ton, New  Hampshire,  prior  to  1650.  Timothy 
Lilake,  great-grandson  of  Jasper  Blake,  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire  in  1740,  and  participated  as 
a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  where 
he  displayed  his  courage  and  heroism  on  the 
field  of  battle.  About  the  year  1780  he  removed 
to  Strafford,  Vermont,  where  he  settled  upon  a 
farm  and  became  one  of  the  representative  men 
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of  that  section  o£  the  state ;  he  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  of  Strafford  in  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1 784.  The  first  name  of  his  wife  was 
Susannah,  and  the  following  named  children 
were  born  to  them:  Susannah,  bom  in  the  par- 
ish of  Hawk,  New  Hampshire,  July  5,  1770; 
Timothy,  Jr.,  born  in  the  same  parish,  October 
17,  1772;  Jonathan,  born  in  Goffstown,  New 
Hampshire,  October  27,  1774;  Joseph,  born  in 
Goffstown,  New  Hampshire,  October  30,  1778; 
Isaac,  born  in  Strafford,  Vermont,  February  3, 
1781 ;  Rachel,  born  in  Strafford,  February  23, 
1783;  and  Elizabeth  born  in  Strafford,  July  27, 
1789. 

Jonathan  Blake,  second  son  of  Timothy  and 
Susannah  Blake,  was  born  in  Goffstown,  New 
Hampshire,  October  27,  1774.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sally  Newman,  daughter  of 
William  Newman,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, and  fought  under  General  Stark  at  the  bat- 
tic  of  Bennington.  Their  children  were:  William 
N.,  who  married  Miss  Grace  Tomberson,  and 
after  her  death  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hannah  French  Page,  who  died  April  25,  1895 ; 
Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  David  Fergu- 
son, of  Starksboro,  Vermont :  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Ira  Caldwell,  of  Georgia,  Vermont; 
K'o.vy.  who  married  Charles  Jackson,  of  Milton, 
V  ermont ;  Jay,  who  was  married  four  times,  his 
first  wife  having  been  Nancy  Thompson,  his  sec- 
ond wife  Sarah  Thompson,  his  third  wife  Erne- 
line  Smith,  and  his  fourth  wife  Eveline  Carr. 
Mr.  Blake  died  in  Milton,  Vermont,  March  14, 
1890. 

William  Newman  Blake,  oldest  son  of  Jona- 
than and  Sally  Blake,  was  born  in  Strafford,  Ver- 
mont, January  16,  1802.  He  married  Miss  Grace 
Tomberson,  who  was  born  July  29,  1803,  and 
the  following  named  children  were  born  to  them  : 
Jonathan,  born  in  Milton,  Vermont,  November 
24,  1827;  Azro,  born  February  13,  1831.  died 
December  4,  1832;  Hannah  L.,  born  in  Milton, 
Vermont,  November  20,  1835,  became  the  wife 
of  H.  G.  Morton  and  they  reside  in  St.  Albans, 
Vermont.  William  N.  Blake  died  in  Georgia, 
Vermont,  June  30,  1887.  and  his  wife  passed 
away  April  20,  1851. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Morton  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  Revolution  and  a  Colonial  Dame.  She 
has  six  children  living:  Leonard  J.,  a  prosperous 


merchant  in  St.  Albans;  Carrol  H.,  president  of 
Franklin  County  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, of  St.  Albans;  Ivederick  B.,  a  prosperous 
clothing  merchant  in  St.  Albans ;  Dr.  Arthur  O., 
of  St.  Albans;  Mrs.  Louise  G.  (Morton)  Weeks, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts;  and  Mrs.  Mary  (Mor- 
ton) Webster,  of  Berlin,  Germany. 

Jonathan  Blake,  oldest  son  of  William  New- 
man and  Grace  Blake,  was  born  in  Milton,  Ver- 
mont, November  24,  1837.  He  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Georgia  Academy,  and  later  in  life  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  he  was  a  Republican,  and  in  his  relig- 
ious beliefs  followed  the  doctrines  of  the  Melh- 
dist  church.  On  June  29,  1851,  Mr.  Blake  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  F.  Bean,  who 
was  born  in  Milton,  Vermont,  April  30,  1830, 
a  daughter  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Phcebe  (Soper) 
Bean.  John  Bean  was  born  in  Goffstown,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1782,  a  son  of  John  Bean,  who  was 
a  resident  of  Goffstown,  but  later  removed  to  the 
state  of  Vermont,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Burlington;  about 
1800  he  located  in  Milton,  Vermont,  where  he 
remained  until  his  dcaUi,  which  occurred  about 
the  year  1840.  He  participated  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  displayed  great  courage  and 
bravery.  His  son,  John  Bean,  Jr.,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Milton,  Vermont,  in  1873.  One  son 
was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake,  William  Carl- 
ton Blake.  Mr.  Blake  died  August  12,  1890, 
and  his  wife  died  May  6,  1895. 

Wililam  Carlton  Blake,  only  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Emily  Blake,  was  born  in  Milton,  Vermont, 
July  19,  1853,  He  acquired  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  Montpelier  Seminary,  and  after 
completing  his  studies  chose  the  occupation  of 
fanning,  and  he  has  been  engaged  in  this  line 
of  work  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of  ten 
years,  when  he  conducted  a  mercantile  business. 
The  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  is  the  same 
ground  that  was  purchased  by  his  great-grand- 
father, Jonathan  Blake,  in  1806. 

Mr.  Blake  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs  in  Milton,  and  is  an  ardent  ad- 
vocate of  Republican  principles.  He  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  town  grand  juror,  lister,  third, 
second  and  first  selectman,  and  he  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  of  Milton  in  the  state  legis- 
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laturc  of  1900.  He  is  a  member  of  Milton  Lodge 
No.  67,  I.  O.  C).  F.,  and  he  is  also  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Milton ;  he  has  served  the  church  as  steward  and 
district  steward,  and  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustes,  who  were  ap- 
jKjinted  by  the  probate  court  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  Laura  Ward  bequest  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Milton,  Vermont. 

On  December  3,  1873,  in  the  town  of  Milton, 
Vermont,  Mr.  Blake  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Emma  Rich,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field, Vermont,  December  5,  1853.  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Emily  L.  (Potter)  Rich.  Charles 
Rich  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Vermont,  and  en- 
listed twice  as  a  soldier  during  the  progress  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion ;  his  wife,  Emily  L.  Pot- 
ter, was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mosley  Potter,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  and  he  dis- 
played his  patriotism  by  enlisting  as  a  soldier  dur- 
ing the  war  of  181 2.  Mrs.  Blake  acquired  her 
education  at  the  Montpclier  Seminary  and  the 
Female  College.  Four  children  were  born  to  her 
through  her  marriage  with  William  Carlton 
Blake,  namely:  Bertha  E.,  born  in  Milton,  Aug- 
ust 20,  1874.  was  educated  in  St.  Albans 
Academy  and  married  April  18,  1000.  Eugene 
Morrill  Blake,  great-grandson  of  Isaac  Blake  and 
who  is  a  resident  of  St.  Albans,  where  he  prac- 
tices his  profession  of  lawyer ;  Sarah  Blanche, 
Ixirn  in  .Milton,  January  16.  iHffe,  married,  Febru- 
ary 26,  1902,  John  W.  Richard,  a  resident  and 
farmer  of  Milton,  Vermont :  Florence  Lydia,  born 
in  Milton,  April  3,  1880;  and  Hannah  Beryl,  born 
in  Milton,  November  14,  1804. 

JOHN  FAY. 

John  Fay,  the  founder  of  the  Fay  family  in 
this  country,  was  born  in  England  aliout  1648. 
When  only  about  eight  years  old  we  find  him 
a  passenger  on  the  ship  Speedwell,  which  sailed 
from  C.ravescnd.  May  30,  1656.  and  arrived  at 
Boston.  June  27th.  His  father's  emigration  at 
this  period  may  possibly  have  been  due  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  a  Royalist,  and  regretted  the 
downfall  of  the  monarch)  ,  or  that  he  was  a  re- 
publican and  was  dissatisfied  with  what  has  been 
called  ihc  "beneficent  despotism'"  of  Cromwell. 


Whether  or  not  the  boys  long  voyage  at  so  early 
an  age  had  fostered  in  him  a  migratory  dispo- 
sition, we  are  not  informed,  but  it  is  certain  that 
after  removing  to  Sudbury  he  settled  at  Marl- 
boro, where  his  name  appears  on  the  records  in 
1669,  when  he  was  a  freeman  and  had  a  wife 
and  one  child.  John  Fay  seems  to  have  been, 
from  a  material  point  of  view,  very  prosperous 
in  the  new  world.  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  Worcester,  but  continued  to  reside  in  Marl- 
boro. He  was  also  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Ockovcangenesett  Plantation,  which  was  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians  in  1684.  His  character  ap- 
pears to  have  been  such  as  commanded  respect. 
At  his  death  he  bequeathed  large  tracts  of  land 
to  each  of  his  sous.  He  married  Mary  Brigham, 
but  the  number  of  his  children  is  not  given. 

Mary  Brigham  was  the  first  daughter  bom  to 
the  Brigham  family  in  New  England.  Her 
father,  Thomas  Brigham,  the  common  ancestor 
of  the  Brigham  family,  was  born  in  England  in 
1608.  He  embarked  for  America  April  18,  1635, 
in  the  ship  Susan  and  Ellen,  Edward  Payne, 
master. 

Jr.hn  Fay  (2)  born  in  Marlboro,  November 
30.  1609.  was  the  son  of  John  the  settler.  He 
was  town  clerk  of  Westboro  for  eleven  years, 
selectman  for  ten  years,  was  town  treasurer,  as- 
sessor and  commissioned  captain  in  1724,  and 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  in  1727. 
The  names  of  his  wife  and  children  do  not  ap- 
pear  on  the  record. 

Stephen  Kay,  son  of  John  Fay  (2)  born  May 
5.  '7> 5-  seems  to  have  removed  to  Benning- 
ton. Vermont,  from  the  fact  that  he  died  there 
May  17,  17S1.  He  married  Ruth  Child;  they 
had  eleven  children  whose  names  do  not  appear. 

John  Fay  (3),  son  of  Stephen  Fay,  bom  De- 
cember 23.  1734,  at  Bennington,  married  Mary 
F:sk  of  Sturtridge,  October  22,  1757:  they  had 
eight  children,  whose  names  are  not  given.  John 
Fay  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

Nathan  Fay,  son  of  John  Fay  (3),  born 
November  15,  1760,  served  as  a  drummer-boy 
in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  General  Samuel 
Safford,  March  27,  1783 ;  they  had  ten  children. 
He  was  a  cloth-dresser  by  trade,  and  followed  the 
business  many  years  at  Fay's  Corner.  He  was 
sheriff  of  Bennington  county  in  1784,  and  in  1806- 
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was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  on  claims. 
After  the  war  he  removed  to  Richmond. 

Nathan  Fay,  son  of  Nathan  Fay  (1),  born 
January  22,  1791,  married,  first,  Mary  Murray, 
May  18,  1818;  they  had  one  son,  Murray;  he 
married,  second,  Mary  Colby,  born  in  Richmond, 
in  1799;  they  had  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  His  education  was  limited  to 
the  district  school ;  and  farming  was  his  chief 
occupation.  With  his  father  and  brothers  he 
cleared  up  the  farm  on  which  his  grandson  now 
lives  and  which  has  always  been  in  the  Fay 
family.  He  was  captain  in  the  militia,  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years,  served  as  selectman  and 
overseer  of  the  poor  thirty-five  years,  and  was 
town  clerk.  He  always  lived  in  Richmond  with 
the  exception  of  three  or  four  years-,  about  1840, 
when  he  removed  to  Essex.  He  was  originally  a 
Democrat,  but  joined  the  Republican  party  on 
its  organization  and  ever  after  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  it.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Union,  and  very  proud  to  have  two  of  his  sons 
enter  the  Union  army.  When  Lee  surrendered 
he  ordered  all  the  bells  in  the  town  to  ring,  and 
lie  marched,  with  all  the  vigor  of  youth,  in  proces- 
sion through  the  village,  to  the  music  of  fife  and 
drum.  He  was  active  in  the  Univcrsalist  church, 
beloved  by  all  and  always  a  leader  in  every  good 
work.    He  died  in  April,  1873. 

Arnold  C.  Fay,  son  of  Nathan  Fay  (2),  born 
111  Essex,  March  4,  1840.  attended  school  at  Un- 
derbill and  Williston,  where  his  instructor  was 
Professor  Joseph  Cilley,  and  was  a  student  at  the 
old  St.  Lawrence  Academy  for  three  terms.  In 
.August,  1862.  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Thir- 
teenth Vermont  Volunteers,  and  was  made  first 
■sergeant,  October  10th  of  the  same  year.  He 
served  in  the  defense  of  Washington,  doing  picket 
duty,  with  an  occasional  visit  from  Mosby  and 
Stewart.  In  March,  1863,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  June 
25th,  the  brigade  under  Stannard  folloxved  Lee  on 
his  northern  tour,  arriving  at  Gettysburg  at  dusk, 
J ulx  1st.  too  late  to  take  any  part  in  the  first  day's 
struggle.  On  the  2d.  the  Thirteenth  regiment 
retook  a  battery  and  captured  txvo  guns  from  the 
enemy.  The  regiment  xvas  in  the  front  line  all 
the  third  day.  where  it  aided  in  repulsing  Picket's 
grand  charge.  It  was  mustered  out  in  July,  1863. 
From  that  time  until  October,  1864,  Mr.  Fay 


xvas  in  the  recruting  service.  He  then  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  Seventeenth  Vermont  Volunteers, 
xvith  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  joined  the 
regiment  which  formed  a  part  of  the  Second 
Brigade.  Ninth  Army  Corps,  in  front  of 
Peters-burg.  In  the  charge  of  April  2,  1865,  it 
xvas  their  fortune  to  find  Fort  Mahone  directly 
in  their  path.  The  right  of  the  regiment  made 
a  lodgement  on  the  outside  of  the  fort,  remain- 
ing there  until  dark,  when  they  returned  to  their 
line.  The  left  was  crowded  a  little  past  the  front 
of  the  fort,  when,  finding  it  too  warm,  and  they 
too  fexv  in  numbers,  they  fell  back  to  the  starting 
point.  At  daybreak  on  the  third  day  they  charged 
again,  finding  little  opposition,  and  Mr.  Fay  re- 
members, as  the  finest  sight  of  his  life,  the  view 
from  the  ridge  which  overlooked  the  city  of 
Petersburg,  whence  could  be  seen  the  Union 
army  hastening  in  immense  numbers  toward  the 
long-coveted  goal.  Mr.  Pay  was  in  command  of 
Company  A,  during  nearly  his  whole  term  of  serv- 
ice xvith  the  Sex'enteenth,  and  was  commissioned 
brevet  captain  for  his  meritorious  conduct  in  the 
charge  on  Port  Mahone.  He  was  discharged  in 
July,  1865,  returned  home  and  took  up  farming. 

Mr.  Pay  has  served  as  lister  and  appraiser 
several  times ;  filled  the  office  of  selectman  three 
years;  represented  the  toxvn  in  1890.  He  has 
alxvays  affiliated  xvith  the  Republican  party. 

From  1865  to  1869  Mr.  Pay  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer  in  Irasburg.  He  then 
bought  the  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on  which 
he  noxv  lives,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Champlain 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  Milton. 

Mr.  Pay  w  as  master  of  a  Grange  started  sever- 
al years  ago  in  Milton,  is  a  Mason  and  Grand 
Army  man.  belonging  to  William  Reynolds  Post. 
At  present  he  holds  no  official  position.  Mr.  Fay 
is  a  Univcrsalist,  but  the  nearest  church  of  that  de- 
nomination being  twelve  miles  distant  from  his 
home,  he  usually  attends  the  Methodist  church. 
Mr.  Fay's  benevolent  xvork  is  not  confined  within 
the  limits  of  any  organization,  but  forms  a  part 
of  his  daily  life,  being  manifest  toward  all  xvith 
whom  he  is  brought  in  contact. 

Mr.  Fay  married  Helen  M.  Webster,  October 
10,  1866,  at  St.  Albans.  She  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  town.  Her  parents  were 
Theoron  and  Ursula  Webster.  Theoron  Web- 
ster was  a  fanner  in  Fairfax  many  years ;  he  also 
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carried  on  the  business  of  a  millwright.  He  ant! 
his  wife  retired  to  a  small  place  in  St.  Albans, 
where  they  passed  the  last  years  of  their  lives. 
Helen  M.  Fay  died  July  n,  1881. 

Mr.  Kay  married,  May  30,  1883,  at  Richmond, 
Jennie  F.  Williams,  daughter  of  Kendall  and 
Gerusha  Williams.  Kendall  Williams  always 
lived  on  the  farm  settled  by  his  father,  John 
Williams,  and  now  owned  by  B.  A.  Williams,  a 
grandson  of  the  proprietor.  The  farm  is  on  what 
is  known  as  Williams  Hill,  and  has  one  of  the 
fii)p>t  views  imaginable  of  Camel's  Hump. 
Mansfield  and  the  Winooski  valey. 

Mr.  Fay  has  no  children.  He  has  an  adopted 
daughter,  Mary  E.  Humphrey,  whom  he  brought 
up  from  infancy  and  educated.  She  was  married 
in  1888  to  Frank  Page  and  has  four  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Page  now  live  in  Georgia,  Ver- 
mont. 

The  Fay  family  has  always  been  noted  for 
its  family  gatherings.  Mr.  Fay  remembers  how 
his  father  and  uncles  used  to  visit  each  other  and 
exchange  reminiscences  to  the  delight  of  the 
younger  generation.  Each  year  the  descendants 
of  Nathan  Fay  assemble  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
Arnold  Fay,  at  the  family  home  in  Richmond,  or 
in  Claremont,  the  home  of  Mr.  Harvey  Fay,  and 
spend  two  or  three  weeks  together  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  each  other's  society  and  in-  various  di- 
versions, of  which  fishing  is  always  chief  favorite. 

JOSEPH  D.  DENISON. 

Among  those  who  have  conferred  honor  and 
distinction  on  the  bar  of  the  sovereign  state  of 
Vermont, — a  state  whose  jurists  have  com- 
manded the  admiration  and  respect  of  men  from 
the  c'trlv  epoch  to  the  present  time, — stands  the 
subject  of  this  review,  who  is  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Randolph 
Center,  Orange  county,  and  who  has  not  only 
attained  prestige  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor, 
but  has  also  been  a  factor  in  public  affairs,  and 
is  a  representative  of  a  family  long  identified  with 
the  annals  of  New  England  history. 

Joseph  Dudley  Den  1  son  is  a  native  son  of  the 
Green  Mountain  state,  having  been  born  in 
Royalton,  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  on  the  1st 
of  November,  1847.  *'le  son  °f  Hon.  Dudley 
Chase  Denison.  who  likewise  was  born  in  this 


state.  The  lineage  in  the  paternal  line  is  traced 
directly  to  William  Denison,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Chandler  Monck,  November  7,  1602 ;  they 
passed  their  lives  in  England.  Their  son, 
Colonel  George  Denison,  was  born  in  1618,  and 
emigrated  to  America  in  1634,  and  settled  at 
Stonington,  Connecticut,  becoming  one  of  the 
influential  men  of  the  New  Haven  colony.  He 
had  served  in  Cromwell's  army,  where  he  ob- 
tained his  title,  held  high  rank  in  the  colonial 
militia,  and  distinguished  himself  in  King 
Philip's  war.  He  continued  to  reside  at  Ston- 
ington and  became  a  land  holder,  and  there  a 
number  of  his  descendants  may  still  be  found, 
while  many  representatives  of  the  name  have 
conferred  honor  and  dignity  upon  society  through 
worthy  lives  and  distinguished  public  service. 
He  died  October  23,  1694,  while  on  a  visit  to 
Hartford.    His  wife's  name  was  Ann  Horodel. 

Captain  William  Denison,  son  of  Colonel 
George,  was  born  in  1655,  and  died  March  26. 
1715.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Stanton)  Prentice,  was 
l>orn  in  the  same  year  as  himself  and 
died  August  7,  1713.  He,  like  his  fa- 
ther, was  a  landholder  and  a  lifedong  resi- 
dent of  Stonington.  William,  son  of  Captain 
William  Dennison,  was  also  a  landholder 
of  Stonington,  where  he  spent  his  life.  He  was 
born  March  24,  1687,  and  died  February  24, 
1724.  On  May  10,  1710,  he  married  Mercy  Gal- 
lup, who  was  born  in  August,  1690,  and  died 
March  2,  1724,  some  seven  days  after  her  hus- 
band. Bcnadam  Denison,  son  of  William  and 
Mercy,  was  born  February  6.  1721.  and  was  mar- 
ried November  3,  1742,  to  Anna  Swan,  who  was 
born  March  10,  1727.  and  died  November  29, 
1751.  James,  son  of  Bcnadam  and  Anna  Deni- 
son, was  l)orn  August  26,  1745,  and  died  April 
26,  1813.  He  was  married  in  1773  to  Eunice 
Stanton,  who  died  April  19,  1813.  Joseph  Adam 
Denison,  son  of  James  and  Eunice,  was  born 
February  2,  1774.  and  was  married  in  1802,  to 
Rachel  Chase,  who  was  born  January  10,  1774, 
and  died  August  23.  1858.  Joseph  A.  Denison 
died  September  -j,  1855.  He  removed  from  Ston- 
ington. Connecticut,  to  Vermont  in  1790,  locat- 
ing in  Windsor  county,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  and  where  his  son  Dudley 
C,  was  born  September  13,  181 Q. 

The  latter  became  one  of  the  representative 
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members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Windsor  coun- 
ty anil  a  man  of  prominence  in  connection  with 
the  public  affairs  of  the  state,  having  represented 
Vermont  in  Congress  from  1875  to  1X79.  He 
married  Miss  Eunice  Dunbar,  who  likewise  was 
born  in  Vermont,  of  stanch  Scottish  lineage  on 
the  paternal  side,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  eldest  and  one  of  the  four  who 
are  living  at  the  present  time.  The  mother  died 
November   2,  at   Royalton,   where  the 

father  now  resides,  still  in  vigorous  health. 

Joseph  D.  Denison  received  his  early  educa- 
tional discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  supplemented  the  same  by  a  course  of 
study  in  Royalton  Academy.  He  then  passed 
a  year  as  a  student  in  Norwich  University,  after 
which,  in  1864,  he  matriculated  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1868,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Having  determined 
to  adopt  the  legal  profession  as  his  vocation  in 
life,  he  began  his  technical  preparation  by  taking 
up  a  course  of  reading  under  the  direction  of  his 
honored  father;  he  secured  admission  to  the  bar 
of  Windsor  county  in  May,  1869.  He  then  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  father,  in  his 
native  town  of  Royalton,  and  this  alliance  was 
continued  until  1885.  In  that  year  Mr.  Denison 
removed  to  Randolph  Center,  where  he  has  since 
maintained  his  home  and  where  he  lias  gained 
precedence  as  an  able  attorney  and  counsel,  se- 
curing a  clientage  of  distinctly  representative 
character,  and  being  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
as  a  citizen. 

From  1872  to  1874  Mr.  Denison  was  secre- 
tary of  civil  and  military  affairs  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  during  the  regime  of  Governor  Con- 
verse, while  in  1888-90  he  was  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  state's  attorney  of  Orange  county.  In 
1894-fi  he  was  the  representative  of  the  town  of 
Randolph  in  the  lower  house  of  the  state  legis- 
lature, of  which  he  proved  a  valuable  working 
member  and  an  able  representative  of  his  con- 
stituency and  of  the  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth at  large.  In  politics  he  has  ever  accorded 
a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  of 
whose  principles  and  policies  he  has  been  an  ef- 
fective advocate.  He  is  an  appreciative  member 
of  the  ttmc-honorcd  fraternity  of  Freemasons, 


affiliating  with  Pheonix  Lodge  No.  28,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  Whitney  Chapter  No.  5,  R.  A.  M.,  in 
Randolph,  and  with  King  Solomon  Command- 
cry,  K.  T.,  in  Moutpelier.  On  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  Mr.  Denison  was  united  in  marri- 
age to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Rix,  of  Royalton,  for- 
merly of  Mobile,  Alabama,  where  she  was  born, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Eu- 
nice Dunbar  and  Katherine  Kendall.  The  elder 
was  married  June  18,  1902,  to  John  R.  Spring,  an 
attorney  of  Nashua,  New  Hampshire. 

HENRY  M.  BROWN. 

Henry  M.  Brown,  one  of  the  prominent  agri- 
culturists of  Jericho,  Vermont,  was  born  in  that 
town,  September  10,  1841.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  three  brothers  came  from  England  to  Con-  , 
necticut  about  the  year  1660,  and  tnat  one  of  them 
became  the  progenitor  of  the  Brown  family  in 
America.  Joseph  Brown,  great-grandfather  of 
Henry  M.  Brown,  was  born  in  Watertown,  Con- 
necticut, where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  village;  later  in  life  he  removed  to 
Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts,  and  in  the  year 
1774  settled  in  Jericho,  Vermont.  In  the  autumn 
of  1780  he  was  captured  and  conveyed  to  Canada, 
as  were  also  quite  a  number  of  other  residents 
of  the  locality,  and  sold  to  British  officers  at  eight 
dollars  per  head,  the  price  of  their  passage.  He 
returned  to  Jericho,  Vermont,  in  1783.  The 
christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Hannah,  and 
among  their  children  were  Charles,  Joseph, 
and  Timothy. 

Joseph  Brown,  grandfather  of  Henry  M. 
Brown,  was  twice  married,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  him  by  his  first 
marriage:  Truman,  David,  Joseph,  Tirphenia  and 
Bela ;  by  his  second  marriage  there  were  born 
to  him  Rufus.  Elizabeth,  I.ovisa.  I 'oily  ami  Lu- 
cius Brown. 

Joseph  Brown,  father  of  Henry  M.  Brown, 
was  born  in  Jericho.  Vermont,  October  9,  1797. 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  town.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  lie 
successfully  followed  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  who  throughout  his 
entire  life  bore  a  character  that  was  above  re- 
proach ;  in  ijolitics  he  was  a  stanch  supporter 


Digitized  by  Google 


i68 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Republican 
party.  lie  married,  December  t.  1825,  Miss 
Lucy  Martin,  who  was  l)orn  'in  I'nderhill,  Ver- 
nionv.  May  7,  1804,  the  fourth  child  in  order  of 
birth  born  to  Peter  and  Phininah  (Olds)  Martin. 
Peter  Martin  was  born  in  Scotland,  came  to  this 
country  when  a  small  child,  and  was  reared  in 
th*_'  town  of  Orwell,  Vermont,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Underbill,  where  he  resided  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Mrs.  Brown  died  March 
8,  j8oi. 

Henry  M.  Drown,  only  child  of  Joseph  and 
Lucy  Brown,  was  indebted  to  the  common 
schools  and  academy  of  Underbill.  Vermont,  for 
his  literary  education.  Being  reared  upon  a  farm, 
his  thoughts  naturally  turned  to  that  direction 
after  leaving  school,  and  he  has  followed  the  vo- 
cation of  farmer  ever  since,  residing  in  the  same 
house  111  which  he  was  born.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
broad  and  hberal  in  his  views  and  judgments, 
strong  in  his  convictions  and  earnest  in  his 
opinions;  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  or  held  office,  always  devoting  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  his  farming  interests.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Farmers' 
J  .eague. 

Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  in  Jericho, 
Vermont,  August  1.  1883,  to  Miss  Emma  E. 
Hick*,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  W.  and  Eliza  (Carr) 
Hicks.  Hiram  \V.  Hicks  served  as  a  soldier  in 
Company  D,  Tenth  Regiment,  Vermont  Infantry; 
lie  was  shot  while  participating  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness.  May  6.  1864,  and  died  the  fol- 
lowing day  from  the  effects  of  the  wound.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are:  Ella 
Medora,  born  in  Jericho,  Vermont.  July  10,  1885  ; 
and  Emma  May,  Iwrn  in  Jericho,  Vermont, 
March  20,  1S92. 

JULIUS  S.  WHEELOCK. 

Julius  S.  Whcclock,  of  East  Montpelier.  Ver- 
mont, can  trace  his  ancestry  back  six  generations 
to  Ralph  Wheelock,  who  was  l>orn  in  England 
in  1600.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity. England,  and  received  his  degree  in  1626 
or  1030.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1631  and 
settled  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts.    Later  he 


removed  to  Dedham,  where  he  represented  the 
town  at  the  general  court,  and  he  also  served  as 
clerk  of  the  writ.  His  son,  Benjamin,  had  a  son 
also  named  Benjamin,  and  his  son  David,  the 
great-grand  father  of  Julius  S.  Wheelock,  was  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  Calais,  Vermont,  and  his 
two  sons,  Abijah  and  Gideon,  settled  on  the  land 
in  1789.  Abijah  Wheelock,  grandfadier  of  Julius 
S.  Wheelock,  was  born  in  Charlton,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1764.  In  1786  he  married  Miss  Lois 
Nichols,  and  in  1788  lie  removed  to  Calais,  where 
he  built  a  hut  and  returned  to  his  native  town 
again.  In  the  spring  of  1789,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  a  son  two  years  old,  and  a  daughter  only 
four  months  old,  and  bringing  his  household  ef- 
fects <>n  a  sled,  he  returned  to  Calias,  cleared  a 
farm  and  reared  to  maturity  eleven  children,  none 
of  whom  died  under  forty  years  of  age.  Their 
children  were  Jonathan.  Lucy,  Laura,  Alyanda, 
Cyrus.  Perez,  Elfrida.  Titus,  Jairus,  Rachel  and 
Abijah  Wheelock.  Mr.  Wheelock  was  an  hon- 
orable, upright  man,  and  he  was  elected  to  fill 
various  town  offices.  He  died  in  April,  1848,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his  wife  died  in 
1X47,  aged  eighty-three  years.  Titus  Wheelock, 
father  of  Julius  S.  Wheelock.  was  born  in  Calais. 
Vermont,  in  1802.  He  followed  farming  as  an 
occupation,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  town.  He  was  elected  to  many  of  the  local 
offices  of  the  town.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Heath,  daughter  of  Elias  Heath,  of  Woodbury. 
Vermont.  Five  children  were  born  to  them,  but 
all  died  voting  with  the  exception  of  Julius  S. 

Julius  S.  Wheelock  was  l*>rn  in  the  town  of 
Calais,  Washington  county.  Vermont.  January 
29,  iK?4.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
became  the  apprentice  of  the  late  Dennis  Lane, 
of  Montpelier,  but  who  conducted  business  prior 
to  that  time  in  Plainfield,  Vermont.  He  assisted 
him  to  erect  the  first  board  mill,  which  made  Mr. 
Lane  so  famous  as  an  inventor.  After  serving 
three  years  with  Mr.  I-nic,  Mr.  Wheelock  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  doors,  sashes  and 
blinds  at  East  Calais.  In  1863.  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  J.  O.  Lamb,  he  manufactured  shoe 
]K'gs :  he  continued  in  this  line  of  trade  until 
180/1  of  1807,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
to  Mr  Joel  W:heeler.  In  1870  he  purchased  the 
lumber  and  grist  mill  on  Dcg  river,  in  the  town 
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of  Berlin,  where  for  the  next  sixteen  years  he 
conducted  a  successful  trade.  He  then  sold  his 
mill  and  retired  to  live  upon  a  farm  near  by.  In 
the  spring  of  1888  the  citizens  of  East  Mont- 
pelier  offered  him  very  liberal  inducements  to 
rebuild  the  mills  which  Iiad  been  destroyed  by 
fire;  he  accordingly  erected  a  very  substantial 
building  and  equipped  it  with  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  machinery.  Aside  from  these  pursuits 
he  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Wheelock  House  at 
Fast  Montpelier. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  discharged 
many  public  and  official  trusts.  While  a  resident 
of  Berlin  he  served  as  selectman  for  four  years, 
was  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  three 
years,  served  as  lister  and  justice  of  die  peace, 
and  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the 
state  legislature  in  1886-87.  ^'r-  Wheelock  mar- 
Tied  Hattie  Blodgett,  of  Summerville,  Massa- 
chusetts.  They  have  no  children. 

ROLFE  COBLEIGH. 

Rolt'c  Coblcigh  was  l>orii  in  East  St.  Johns- 
bury.  May  14,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Franklin  E. 
Cobleigh.  and  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  fifth 
generation  of  John  Cobleigh,  the  emigrant,  the 
line  ot  descent  being  thus  traced :  John,  John, 
Reuben,  Franklin  E.  Rolfe.  The  Cobleigh 
family  is  of  early  Saxon  origin,  the  first  sylla- 
ble of  the  name,  "Cob"  of  "Cobb,"  as  it  is  some- 
times spelled,  being  derived,  it  is  said,  from  the 
word  meaning  "head,"  or  "chief,"  of  the  tribe. 
The  earliest  records  of  the  family  tell  of  a  Saxon 
warrior  of  that  name  who  led  an  army  of  in- 
vasion into  Ireland,  usurped  the  throne  of  the 
ruling  monarch,  and  himself  ruled  for  a  time  as 
king.  The  family  later  became  established  in 
England,  where  the  name  is  frequently  seen 
spelled  Cobbleigh. 

The  founder  of  the  American  family  of  Cob- 
leigh. John  Cobleigh  (1),  emigrated  to  New 
Hampshire  in  colonial  days,  settling  in  Chester- 
field, where  he  followed  the  trade  of  shoe- 
maker. John  Cobleigh  (2)  followed  the  00- 
ennation  of  his  father,  becoming  a  shoe- 
maker in  Lisbon.  New  Hampshire,  where  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Stanford,  the  descendant  of  a  fam- 
ily that  figured  prominently  in  the  early  his- 


tory of  New  England.  They  reared  a  large 
family  of  children,  among  whom  were  two  sons. 
Nelson  and  Reuben.  Nelson  Cobleigh  as  a  boy 
was  "bound  out"  until  he  became  of  age,  having 
no  opportunity  in  the  meantime  of  attending 
school.  Subsequently  by  his  own  unaided  efforts 
he  secured  a  liberal  education,  and  was  ordained 
as  a  Methodist  clergyman.  He  edited  Zion's 
Herald  m  its  early  days,  residing  at  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  being  afterwards  called  to  the 
presidency  of  Wesleyan  College,  and  later  to 
preside  over  a  western  College.  He  died  quite 
suddenly  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life.  His 
son,  Nelson  S.  Cobleigh.  a  resident  of  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  is  foreign  editor  of  the  New 
York  World.  Reuben,  a  younger  son  of  John 
Cobleigh,  was  the  next  in  line  of  descent. 

Reuben  Cobleigh  (3)  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  shoemaker,  residing  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Ver- 
mont, or  vicinity  during  most  of  his  life.  He 
married  Mehitable  Adams,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Charles  Adams,  and  granddaughter  of  Calendar 
1.  Adams,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  St. 
Johnsbury.  A  short  time  prior  to  November  t. 
1786,  when  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden 
granted  a  charter  of  what  is  now  St.  Johnsbury, 
Vermont,  to  Jonathan  Arnold  and  his  associates, 
four  Adams  brothers,  James,  Jonathan,  Calendar 
J.  and  Martin,  came  from  Massachusetts  and 
marie  the  first  settlement  in  the  town,  locating 
on  the  meadow  near  the  site  of  the  present  rail- 
way  station.  These  brothers  belonged  to  the 
same  branch  of  the  Adams  family  as  the  presi- 
dents. John  Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams.  As 
original  settlers  in  the  town  they  were  included 
in  the  grantees  mentioned  in  the  charter  given 
by  Coventor  Chittenden.  Calendar  J.  Adams, 
with  his  son.  Charles  Adams,  cleared  a  farm  near 
Fast  St.  Johnsbury.  but  subsequently  removed 
to  Newport,  Vermont,  and  died  there  in  1813. 
Charles  Adams,  however,  remained  on  the  home- 
stead which  he  assisted  in  improving  from  the 
wilderness.  He  married  Rebecca  Morgan.bv 
whom  he  had  ten  children,  namely :  Folly  ;  Sally  : 
John  C. :  Rebecca  ;  Cornelius  :  Mehitable,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Reuben  Cobleigh:  Priscilla  ; 
Minerva:  Ruth;  and  Jonathan.  The  first  wagon 
seen  at  Si.  Johnsbury  was  brought  there  from 
Massachusetts  by  the  Adams  brothers,  and  a 
wheel  from  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Rolf 
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Cobleigh,  the  great-great  grandson  of  Calendar 
J.  Adams. 

Franklin  E.  Cobleigh  (4)  was  born  at.  East 
St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  November  7,  1846.  At 
the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  he  became  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  first  for  nine  months, 
in  the  Fifteenth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  subsequently  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Infantry,  in  Company  K,  and 
saw  hard  service  in  the  Gettysburg  and  Wilder- 
ness campaigns.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness he  was  wounded  and  reported  dead,  and  in 
that  engagement  was  taken  prisoner  by  Colonel 
Mosbv.  but  soon  exchanged.  As  a  result  of  his 
army  exjieriences  he  has  been  broken  in  health 
for  many  years.  He  is  now  in  the  life  insurance 
business  at  Lyndonville.  Vermont.  He  married 
Sylvia  C,  daughter  of  Merrill  M.  Kendall,  who 
was  a  son  of  Cephas  and  Clotilda  (Young)  Ken- 
dall, and  grandson  of  William  Kendall,  who 
was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  serving 
in  a  Massachusetts  regiment.  William  Kendall 
married  a  .Miss  Isham.  who  belonged  to  a  family 
of  considerable  distinction  in  colonial  and  Revo- 
lutionary days.  Merrill  M.  Kendall  married 
Emily  E.  Havnes,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  C.  and 
Betsey  (Oilman)  Haynes,  of  Sheffield,  Vermont, 
and  a  descendant  of  a  family  noteworthy  for 
the  many  physicians  it  produced.  Of  the  union 
of  Franklin  E.  and  Sylvia  C.  (  Kendall)  Cob- 
leigh,  two  sons  were  born,  Merrill  K.,  a  resi- 
dent of  l.vndonville.  Vermont,  and  Rolfe.  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Rolfe  Cobleigh  (5)  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  a  farm  in  Concord.  Vermont,  completing  his 
early  education  in  St.  Johnsbury  Academy.  Dur- 
ing his  academic  course  he  taught  school  and  did 
newspaper  work  for  the  St.  Johnsbury  Republi- 
can and  Caledonian,  later  becoming  assistant  edi- 
tor of  the  former  paper.  Subsequently,  for  three 
years  and  a  half,  he  occupied  the  position  of 
deputy  county  clerk  of  the  Caledonia  county 
court,  occupying  the  clerk's  desk  when  court  was 
in  session.  In  the  meantime  he  studied  law.  On 
October  27.  1890.  Mr.  Cobleigh  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  of  Vermont,  and 
was  in  successful  legal  practice  until  October. 
1902,  when  be  moved  to  Springfield.  Massa- 
chusetts, and  is  now  a  memln-r  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Springfield  Rcf>ub!iean.  Politically 


he  is  a  Republican  and  fraternally  is  a  member  of 
Passumpsic  Lodge  No.  27,  F.  &  A.  M.;  of 
Apollo  Lodge  No.  2,  K.  of  P. ;  of  the  Vermont 
Bar  Association;  of  Scotia  Club;  of  St.  Johns- 
bury Academy  Alumni  Association,  serving  as 
its  president  in  1901  and  1902.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  Good  Order  League  of  St.  Johns- 
bury, of  which  he  was  president  in  1901  and 
1902.  While  in  St.  Johnsbury  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
and  for  several  years  was  one  of  its  directorate. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  South  Congregational 
church  of  St.  Johnsbury. 

Mr.  Cobleigh  married,  Deceml>cr  25,  100 1, 
Edna  Miner,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  St.  Johnsbury  Academy  and  Mount 
Holyoke  College.  Her  father,  Loren  F.  Miner, 
a  native  of  Pcacham,  Vermont,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a  scalemaker  at  St. 
Johnsbury.  He  is  a  son  of  Ethan  and  Hulda 
(Hucklns)  Miner  and  comes  of  English  ancestry, 
the  immigrant  ancestor,  Thomas  Miner,  coming 
to  America  with  John  Winthrop  in  1630,  some  of 
his  descendants  being  among  the  original  settlers 
of  Vermont.  Loren  F.  Miner  married  Lydia  A. 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and  Lydia  A. 
(Knight)  Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  George 
Smith,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Paisley. 
Scotland,  but  after  his  marriage  with  Margaret 
Renfrew,  of  Renfrewshire.  Scotland,  emigrated  to 
New  England,  and  settled  in  Ryegate.  Vermont, 
in  1815. 

FRED  EARL  Dl  lUHS. 

Fred  Earl  Dul'ois,  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Randolph  National  Hank  at  Randolph.  Vermont, 
was  born  in  this  town.  June  14.  1857.  a  son  of 
Royal  Turner  Dul'ois.  and  grandson  of  Dr. 
Joseph  DuBois.  Dr.  Joseph  DuBois,  the  first 
ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  DuBois  family,  of 
whom  there  is  any  authetic  record,  was  born  in 
Providence.  Rhode  Island.  August  1,  1775.  and 
died  in  Randolph,  Vermont.  June  14.  1840. 
After  studing  medicine  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Vermont,  locating  in  the  town 
of  Braintree  about  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cent- 
ury. He  was  very  succssful,  becoming  one  of  the 
most  noted  physicians  in  that  part  of  the  state, 
gaining  a  large  patronage  as  a  "country  doctor." 
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Finally  removing  to  Randolph,  he  spent  his  de- 
clining years  here.  He  married  Folly  Spear, 
who  was  bom  in  Braintrcc,  Massachusetts,  Aug- 
ust 7,  1 781,  and  died  October  io,  1853. 

Royal  Turner  DuBois  was  born  July  24, 
1825,  in  Randolph.  Vermont.  Establishing  him- 
self as  a  merchant  in  early  manhood,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  either  in  Massachusetts  or  Vermont. 
Soon  after  the  burning  of  the  Tarbell  block  in 
Randolph,  which  occurred  on  \  ebruary  21.  1X62, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Willard  (iay,  be- 
coming senior  member  of  the  firm  of  DuBois 
&  (iay.  and  on  the  site  of  the  ruins  erected  a 
large  frame  building,  in  which  the  firm  carried 
on  a  successful  business  until  that,  too,  was 
destroyed  by  tire,  in  1867.  Nothing  daunted, 
however,  DuBois  &  (Jay  built  a  large  brick 
block,  which  is  still  standing,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  they  were  among  the  leading  hardware 
dealers  in  this  section  of  the,  state.  Disusing 
of  that  business  in  1871  to  Mr.  Jasper  11.  Lam>on, 
the  firm  of  DuBois  &  Gay  established  a  private 
(ranking  business,  which  they  managed  with 
marked  success  until  May.  1875.  In  that  month 
the  Randolph  National  Bank  was  established. 
Mr.  DuBois  being  made  cashier,  a  j>osition  that 
he  filled  with  ability  until  he  resigned  in  iX<>5, 
and  continued  to  be  a  director  until  his  death. 
January  10.  kkji.  He  married.  March  21.  1X54, 
Luccba  D.  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Stockhridgc. 
Vermont,  and  died  June  30.  1804.  in  Randolph. 
Two  children  were  born  of  their  union.  I-' red 
Earl,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  <  ieorge 
Edson,  born  in  Northficld.  Vermont.  August  28, 
1861.  died  in  Randolph.  Vermont,  October  16, 
187Q. 

Fred  Earl  DuBois  obtained  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Randolph,  after 
which  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Norwich  I  "Di- 
versity, in  Northfield,  Vermont,  for  three  years. 
Returning  to  Randolph  in  r8~7,  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  National  Bank,  working  in 
subordinate  positions  and  after  a  few  years  was 
made  assistant  cashier,  an  office  which  he  filled 
most  acceptably  to  all  concerned  until  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  resign  in  1X05.  He  i*  a  di- 
rector and  is  now  assistant  cashier.  He  has 
likewise  been  actively  interested  in  the  insurance 
business  since  1883,  being  agent  for  various  tire. 


life  and  accident  insurance  companies.  Politic- 
ally he  is  an  independent  Democrat.  For  two 
years,  in  1894  and  1895,  he  held  the  responsible 
office  of  town  treasurer,  and  has  been  foreman, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  volunteer  fire  de- 
partment,  an  organization  of  which  he  was  also 
chief  engineer  for  four  consecutive  years.  On 
March  10,  1887,  Mr.  DuBois  married  Miss  Belle 
A.  Dudley,  a  native  of  Barton,  Vermont. 

LAIORRKST  H.  THOMPSON. 

I^aforrest  II.  Thompson,  late  of  Irasburg,  and 
one  of  its  most  exemplary  citizens,  was  taken 
away  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood  after  serving 
nine  years  on  the  supreme  bench  of  the  state.  He 
was  a  son  of  Levi  S.  Thompson,  and  on  the  ma- 
ternal side  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  family 
tradition  declaring  that  his  ancestry  sustained 
a  collateral  relationship  with  Mary.  Queen  ot 
Scots,  and  that  in  old  baronial  times  the  family 
coat  of  arms  bore  the  motto  "Hum  spiro,  spcro." 
which  in  English  translation  means  "While  I 
breathe,  I  hope.''  However  this  fact  mav  Ik\  Mr. 
Thompson  ignored  all  pride  of  such  ancestry, 
although  his  bright  and  cheerful  views  of  life 
may  have  hail  their  foundation  in  the  spirit  of  the 
family  motto. 

Levi  S.  Thompson  was  a  stonemason  by 
trade,  but  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  farm- 
ing, and  for  many  years  was  a  preacher  in  the 
Christian,  or  Disciples  church.  Although  he  had 
but  meager  educational  advantages  as  a  youth, 
he  early  developed  a  taste  for  good  literature,  and. 
by  careful  persual  of  such  books  as  he  could  bor- 
row, acquired  an  education  and  discipline  in  style 
and  reasoning  that  proved  of  great  Uncut  to  him 
in  after  years.  A  man  of  great  intellectual  strength 
especially  gifted  in  the  power  of  invective,  he 
worked  against  the  moral  ami  conventional  sins 
of  the  day  with  marked  skill.  He  married  Irene 
Hodgkins.  daughter  of  an  early  settler  of  Belvi- 
dere,  Vermont,  and  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1X12. 

Laforrest  H.  Thompson  was  lw>rn  in  Bakers- 
field,  Vermont.  January  6,  iSjX.  His  father, 
deeming  a  college  education  of  but  little  practical 
value,  he  received  from  him  but  scant  encourage- 
ment in  his  pursuit  of  the  higher  branchc  of 
learning.  In  1S65,  however,  he  determined  to 
fit  himself  for  the  legal  profession,  beginning 
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by  taking  a  course  at  the  Lamoille  county  gram- 
mar school,  in  Johnson.  He  subsequently  taught 
school  several  terms,  at  the  same  time  reading  law, 
and  afterward  attended  the  Kimball  Union 
Academy  at  Me'ridcn,  New  Hampshire.  He  was 
then  given  an  opportunity  by  a  friend  to  obtain 
a  college  education,  but  on  account  of  frail  health, 
and  by  the  advice  of  his  physician,  he  abandoned 
the  idea,  taking  instead  a  course  of  study  in  Eng- 
lish belles-letters.  In  March,  1871,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Orleans  county,  having  at 
that  time  heard  but  two  cases  argued  in  court, 
and  having  no  knowledge  of  court  procedure. 
Opening  an  office  at  Irasburg,  Vermont,  he  was 
successful  from  the  first,  and  -soon  had  a  fine 
practice,  which  increased  each  year,  no  attorney 
having  a  more  extensive  clientage,  and  for  more 
that)  twenty  years  he  was  employed  in  all  of  the 
more  important  cases  in  the  civil  and  crimi- 
nal courts  of  Orleans  and  adjoining  counties. 
He  was  state's  attorney  in  1874  and  1875 ;  from 
1876  until  1881  he  served  as  judge  of  probate; 
in  1880  and  1882  he  was  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature,  serving  on  the  most  important  com- 
mittees of  the  house;  in  1884  he  was  elected 
senator  from  Orleans  county,  and  served  as 
president  pro  tern  of  the  senate;  in  1891  he  was 
again  representative  to  the  legislature.  He  was 
also  elected  judge  of  the  Vermont  supreme  court 
in  1891,  and  served  on  the  bench  with  great  credit 
until  his  death,  in  June.  1900.  Judge  L.  H. 
Thompson  was  one  of  the  strong  men  of  the 
state,  and  one  of  the  most  influential  in  enforc- 
ing the  prohibitory  liquor  law. 

He  married,  August  24,  1869.  Mary  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Hon.  A.  P.  Dutton,  of  Craftsbury. 
Vermont,  and  they  liecame  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Margaret  E.,  Man'  I.,  Helen 
N.  and  Frank  Dutton.  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  George  A.  Sylvester,  of  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire.  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
and  Helen  married  Harry  J.  House,  of  Lyndon- 
ville  Vermont.  The  mother  died  March  29.  1880, 
and  Judge  Thompson  married,  August  27,  1881, 
Miss  Helen  C.  Kinney,  of  Craftsbury.  daughter 
of  Hammond  and  Amanda  (Edson)  Kinney. 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  of 
whom  two  are  now  living,  a  daughter.  Grace  A.. 
dying  at  the  age  of  one  year.   The  sons,  Philip 


L.  and  Sidney  H.,  are  students,  prq>aring  for 
college. 

Frank  Dutton  Thompson,  son  of  Laforrest 
H.,  was  born  April  9,  1876,  at  Irasburg,  Ver- 
mont. He  was  educated  in  St.  Johnsbury 
Academy  and  at  the  University  of  Vermont, 
after  which  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Judge 
W.  P.  Stafford.  In  June,  1899,  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Boston  University  Law  School, 
and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in  October, 
1899,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
St.  Johnsbury,  where  he  is  winning 'a  good  repu- 
tation for  legal  skill  and  ability,  and  a  fair  share 
of  patronage. 

WALTER  PERRIN  SMITH. 

Walter  Perrin  Smith,  for  the  past  twenty 
vears  the  popular  and  efficient  probate  judge  of 
Caledonia  district,  has  been  for  more  than  thirty- 
four  years  identified  with  the  bar  of  Vermont  at 
St.  Johnsbury.  His  parents.  John  S.  and  Soph- 
ronia  (  Perrin)  Smith,  were  natives  of  this  state. 
John  S.  Smith  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  but  his 
later  vears  were  passed  in  fanning  in  the  town  of 
Hardwick,  Caledonia  county,  where  he  passed 
away  May  5,  1886,  and  his  wife  October  15, 
1887.  For  many  years  he  was  active  in  town  af- 
fairs, especially  during  the  Civil  war. 

Walter  P.  Smith  was  born  Noveml>er  4,  1841. 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Hardwick.  and  received 
his  fundamental  education  in  the  district  schools 
there.  During  his  minority,  except  when  attend- 
ing or  teaching  school,  his  life  was  spent  upon 
the  farm.  He  attended  academies  at  Hardwick 
and  Morrisville  and  graduated  at  the  University 
of  Vermont  in  1867.  Of  studious  mind,  he  had 
entered  upon  a  college  course  purely  to  obtain 
knowledge  and  fit  himself  for  good  citizenship. 
He  led  his  class  in  college  and  graduated  with 
honors. 

After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Smith  was  for  a 
short  time  principal  of  Hardwick  Academy,  and 
then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  spending  one 
year  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  subse- 
quently with  Powers  &  Gleed.  attorneys  of  Mor- 
risville. and  was  admitted  to  the  Lamoille  county 
bar  in  May.  i860.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year  he  took  up  his  residence  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
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and  was  for  a  year  a  partner  of  Hon.  Jonathan 
Ross,  whose  election  to  the  supreme  bench  in 
1870  ended  this  business  relation.  Since  that  time 
he  has  practiced  alone  except  for  a  brief  partner- 
ship, and  has  won  recognition  as  a  lawyer.  His 
ability  and  popularity  are  attested  by  his  continu- 
ous election  as  probate  judge,  covering  the  time 
continuously  since  1882.  Judge  Smith  has  also 
filled  several  other  positions  of  responsibility, 
serving  as  state's  attorney  for  Caledonia  county 
from  1874  to  1876,  and  represented  St.  Johnsbury 
in  the  state  legislature  in  1880.  He  also  acted 
as  superintendent  of  schools  under  the  town  sys- 
tem formerly  in  vogue.  He  occupies  a  prominent 
position  in  the  financial  affairs  of  his  town, 
having  been  for  some  years  a  director  of  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  and  is  now  a  director 
tor  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  director, 
vice-president  and  member  of  the  board  of  in- 
vestors of  the  Passumpsic  Savings  Bank. 

August  15,  1876,  Walter  P.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Susan  A.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Perley 
R.  and  Louise  M.  (Lawrence)  Holbrook,  of  St. 
Johnsbury.  Judge  Smith  has  one  son,  Robert 
H.  Smith,  born  August  8,  1879.  He  graduated 
from  Dartmouth  College  in  1902,  and  is  now  em- 
ployed in  a  confidential  capacity  by  E.  &  T. 
Fairbanks  &  Co.,  the  world-known  scale  manu- 
facturers of  St.  Johnsbury.  Judge  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  North  Congregational  church  of 
St.  Johnsbury.  in  which  he  holds  official  position. 
He  is  a  life-long  Republican,  and  ever  ready  to 
foster  its  principles  in  any  honorable  way.  He 
has  been  valuable  in  political  campaigns,  being 
a  ready  and  forceful  speaker,  and  making  many 
addresses  to  voters  on  current  topics  of  con- 
tention and  interest. 

-  ! 

ALONZO  SYLVESTER  LIBBEY. 

The  American  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the 
Libbey  family  was  John  Libbey,  who  was  born  in 
England  about  the  year  1602,  and  settled  in  the 
state  of  Maine.  Anthony  Libbey,  son  of  John 
Libbey,  was  born  in  Scarboro,  Maine,  in  1649. 
He  married  Sarah  Drake,  born  August  20,  1656. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  prominent 
man  in  those  days.  Isaac  Libbey,  son  of  Anthony 
and  Sarah  (Drake)  Libbey,  was  born  about 
lOqo  in  Hampton,  New  Hampshire.    He  was  a 


farmer  in  the  town  of  Rye,  New  Hampshire,  and 
was  a  man  of  ability. 

Isaac  Libbey,  son  of  Isaac  Libbey  by  his  mar- 
riage with  Mary,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rye, 
New  Hampshire,  February  28,  1725.  He  mar- 
ried Ann  Symmes,  February  5,  1748.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  owned  a  grist  mill,  and  served  as 
selectman  and  held  other  offices.  He  died  August 
28,  1810. 

Bennett  Libbey,  son  of  Isaac  and  Ann 
(Symmes)  Libbey  was  probably  born  in  Rye, 
New  Hampshire,  in  January,  1754.  He  married 
Eleanor  Haynes,  of  Epsom,  who  was  born  May 
II,  1750.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
He  died  in  September,  1837,  and  his  wife  on 
November  12,  1808.  Isaac  Libbey,  their  son,, 
was  born  November  14,  1779,  in  Epsom,  New 
Hampshire.  He  married  Sally  Bayles,  of  Tun- 
bridge  Vermont.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright, and  lived  in  Strafford,  Vermont,  until 
the  date  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  May  17,  1830. 
when  the  family  was  broken  up,  and  he  lived 
with  his  children  and  died  in  May,  1847,  m 
Richmond,  Vermont.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  181 2. 

Alonzo  Libbey,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sally 
(Bayles)  Libbey,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Straf- 
ford, Vermont,  February  22,  1818.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  district  schools.  He 
was  employed  in  the  mills  at  Northfield  and 
Gouldsville  for  a- time,  and  then  followed  'arm- 
ing in  the  town  of  Berlin,  Vermont,  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 
He  married,  April  22.  1849,  Louisa  W.  Ayrcs,  of 
Berlin,  Vermont.  She  was  born  November  17, 
1823.    He  died  November  6,  1898. 

Alonzo  Sylvester  Libbey,  son  of  Alonzo  and 
Louisa  W.  (Ayrcs)  Libbey,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Northfield,  Washington  county,  Vermont,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1854.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  public  schools  and  the  seminary  at  Montpe- 
lier,  Vermont.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  in  the 
town  of  Berlin,  with  his  father's  family,  and  has 
always  followed  farming  and  dairying.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  on  the 
board  of  selectmen  for  the  town  of  Berlin.  He 
was  a  charier  member  of  the  Dog  River  Valley 
Grange,  organized  in  1874.    He  married,  April 
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29,  1885,  Louise  Chamberlain,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Myra  Ann  (Sherman)  Chaml>erlain, 
of  West  Meath,  Ontario,  Canada.  She  was  born 
May  29.  1856.  They  have  one  daughter,  Myra 
Sherman,  Iwrn  in  Berlin,  Vermont,  August  19, 
1893.  -^r-  Lihbey  is  one  of  the  worthy  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  his  town,  and  lias  ever  1x>rne 
a  full  share  in  aiding  those  causes  and  institu- 
tions which  mark  the  well  ordered  Christian  com- 
munity. 

1 

HENRY  BIGELOW  SHAW. 

Henry  Bigelow  Shaw,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, is  a  representative  of  an  old  and  honored 
New  England  family,  and  is  the  third  in  lineal 
descent  to  embrace  the  legal  profession.  His 
grandfather,  George  Bradford  Shaw,  was  born 
February  14,  1800,  in  Dummerston,  Vermont. 
He  came  to  Burlington  and  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont,  from  which  he  graduated  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  then  became  a 
tutor  in  the  university,  and  meantime  prose- 
cuted his  law  studies.  On  attaining  his  major- 
ity he  entered  upon  practice  in  Danville,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  so  engaged  for  ten  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and  thence 
to  Buckingham,  Canada.  At  the  latter  named 
place  he  conducted  a  store  owned  by  his  father- 
in-law,  Levi  Bigelow,  who  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  a  lumber  business.  In  1830  he  returned 
to  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  his  profession  until  the  lime  of  his 
death.  He  was  court  reporter  for  several  years, 
and  edited,  1839-40,  two  volumes  of  the  Ver- 
mont supreme  court  reports.  He  was  also  trus- 
tee of  the  University  of  Vermont,  1849-53.  His 
first  wife  was  Susan  Maria  Griswold,  who  died 
in  1823.  In  1830  he  married  Nancy  Howard 
Bigelow,  born  in  Derby  Line,  Vermont.  His 
death  occurred  December  1,  1853. 

William  Goodhue  Shaw,  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  the  parents  last  named,  was  born  in 
Danville.  Vermont,  August  9,  1831,  and  died  at 
Burlington  August  9,  1892.  He  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Vermont  in  1849,  ^  then 
studied  law,  becoming  a  most  successful  prac- 
titioner, and  succeeded  his  father  in  two  im- 
portant positions — that  of  court  reporter,  in 
which  capacity  he  edited  volumes  30-35,  Ver- 


mont supreme  court  reports,  and  that  of  trus- 
tee of  the  University  of  Vermont,  1 881-1892. 
Previously,  in  J 865,  he  had  been  elected  city  at- 
torney, and  city  judge  from  1869  to  1872.  He 
was  also  director  of  the  Burlington  Savings 
Bank,  treasurer  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  dio- 
cese of  Vermont,  and  was  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles.  He  married  Marv  Alice  Bissell,  born  in 
Troy,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  A. 
and  Martha  C.  (Moulton)  Bissell.  Her  father 
was  the  reverend  Protestant  Episcopal  bishop  of 
Vermont,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  appears  in  this 
work,  and  her  mother  was  a  descendant  of  the 
well  known  Chase  family  of  New  Hampshire. 
Of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Shaw  were  born  three 
children :  William,  who  died  in  infancy  ;  Henry 
Bigelow  Shaw,  and  Fanny  Laura  Shaw,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Willard  Pope,  of  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan. 

Henry  Bigelow  Shaw  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, .Vermont,  November  30,  1873.  He  began 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  University  of  Vermont,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1896.  He  afterwards 
went  to  Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  read  law  for 
a  year  and  then  went  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where 
he  traveled  for  several  months.  Returning  home 
in  1897  he  entered  the  Harvard  law  school,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1900  with  the  degree  oi 
Bachelor  of  I^aws.  For  two  years  thereafter  he 
practiced  his  profession  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  re- 
turning to  Burlington  in  September,  1902.  when 
he  entered  upon  practice  in  that  city.  In  De- 
cember, 1902,  he  was  appointed  lecturer  on  com- 
mercial law  in  the  University  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Shaw  married,  June  20.  190 1.  Fanny  D. 
Grinnell,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Grinnell,  a 
prominent  physician  of  Burlington.  Of  this 
marriage  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Grinnell. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  AUGUSTUS  BISSELI.. 
D.  D. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William  Henry  Augustus 
Bissell,  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  of  Vermont,  was  born  in  Randolph.  Ver- 
mont, November  10,  1814.  The  ancestry  oi 
Bishop  Bissell  is  of  the  best  British  hl<*»t. 
and  is  characterized  by  the  best  traits  of  ster- 
ling Puritan  piety  and  morality.    John  Bissell. 
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first  immigrant  ot  the  name  and  founder  of  the 
New  England  family,  was  a  citizen  of  East  Wind- 
sor, Connecticut,  prior  to  the  year  1648,  in  which 
he  received  the  grant  of  a  ferry  across  the  Con- 
necticut river.  John  Bissell,  his  son,  of  whom 
little  is  known,  married  a  daughter  of  Israel 
Mason.  His  son,  John  llissell.  third  of  that  name, 
maried  Sarah  Loomis,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  oi  a  large  family.  Daniel  Bissell.  son  of 
John  Bissell,  third,  was  born  in  1698,  and  mar- 
ried Jerusha  Fitch.  His  son,  Daniel  Bissell,  sec- 
ond, was  married  twice,  and  by  his  second  wife 
was  the  father  of  Ezekiel  Bissell.  who  was  a 
physician  by  profession,  and  who,  on  the  31st 
of  May,  1796,  married  Elizabeth  Washburn,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.    He  died  May  13.  1824. 

William  H.  A.  Bissell,  son  of  Ezekiel  and 
Elizabeth  (  Washburn)  Bissell.  was  nurtured  in 
the  faith  and  practice  of  Congregationalism.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered  the  Orange 
county  grammar  school  in  Vermont,  and  in  1832 
matriculated  at  the  State  University,  from  which 
he  graduated  m  1836.  Obedient  to  clear  and 
deep  convictions  of  duty,  he  offered  himself  as 
a  candidate  for  the  sacred  ministry  in  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church  in  the  diocese  of  Ver- 
mont. Becoming  a  classical  teacher,  and  also  a 
theological  student  in  the  Vermont  Episcopal 
Institute,  under  Bishop  Hopkins,  he  taught  and 
studied  therein  until  the  spring,  of  1837,  when  he 
fell  sick  and  resigned  his  position.  In  October 
of  the  same  year  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  to 
be  able  to  assume  the  duties  of  teacher  of  classics 
in  Detroit,  Michigan.  These  duties  he  dis- 
charged until  August,  1838.  In  the  following 
September  he  began  to  teach  in  the  Troy  Epis- 
copal Institute.  New  York,  and  continued  his 
lalx>rs  therein  until  the  early  part  of  1841. 

While  thus  occupied  Mr.  Bissell  received  or- 
dination to  the  doaconate  in  Calvary  church,  New- 
York,  on  the  29th  of  Scptemlicr,  1839,  from  the 
hands  of  Bishop  Benjamin  T.  Ondcrdonk.  Ho 
was  also  ordained  priest  by  the  same  prelate  in 
Christ  church.  Troy,  in  July,  1840.  Ministerial 
functions  had  been  exercised  by  him  as  assistant 
in  Christ  church  from  the  time  of  his  ordination 
as  deacon.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1841.  he  took 
charge  of  Trinity  church,  in  West  Troy;  closed 
his  connection  with  the  school  in  the  spring  of 


1842,  and  discharged  the  parochial  duties  of  rec- 
tor until  July,  1845.  In  November  of  the  latter 
year  he  removed  to  western  New  York,  and  of- 
ficiated as  rector  of  Grace  church,  Lyons,  for 
three  months.  Next  he  was  called  to  the  pastoral 
charge  of  Trinity  church,  Geneva,  and  retained 
that  office  until  after  his  election  to  the  Episco- 
pal diocese  of  Vermont,  on  the  nth  of  March, 
1868.  In  addition  to  the  manifold  duties  grow- 
ing out  of  his  parocial  relations,  he  conducted 
a  very  successful  mission  to  the  colored  people 
in  Geneva,  from  J  853  to  1868. 

Neither  splendid  erudition  nor  brilliant  ora- 
tory had  any  connection  with  his  election  to  the 
episcopate.  Those  in  whom  the  power  of  election 
was  vested  sought  rather  for  one  who  was  fa- 
miliar with  the  characteristics  of  the  people,  who 
thoroughly  understood  ami  appreciated  their 
spiritual  needs,  and  who  would  not  fail  to  feed 
judiciously  "the  flock  of  Christ,  which  He  hath 
purchased  with  His  own  blood."  Dr.  Bissell's 
laboriously  acquired  reputation  drew  attention 
and  confidence  to  him.  and  upon  him  the  choice 
of  the  majority  rested.  He  was  consecrated  by 
the  bishops  of  Michigan,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
Maine  and  western  New  York,  in  Christ  church, 
Montpelier,  in  presence  of  the  diocesan  conven- 
tion, on  the  3rd  of  June.  i8oH.  Since  his  assump- 
tion of  the  pastoral  oversight  of  his  diocese  he 
has  confined  himself  as  closely  as  health  would 
allow  to  his  official  duties,  and  has  published  lit- 
tle besides  his  Annual  Addresses  to  his  conven- 
tion, till  May  14,  1S93. 

Bishop  Bissell  s  geniai.  loving,  hospitable, 
generous  nature;  his  familiarity  with  all  grades 
of  society  in  Vermont ;  his  personal  accessibility ; 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  his  dio- 
cese; his  heady  capability  in  the  administration 
of  its  affairs;  his  talent  as  a  preacher,  winning  to 
the  children  and  instructive  to  all— have  l>een 
beneficent  factors  of  churchly  welfare  and  pros- 
perity, and  augur  most  pleasantly  for  still  further 
growth  in  the  future. 

William  H.  A.  Missel]  was  married  on  the 
29th  of  August,  1S3K,  to  Martha  C.  daughter  of 
l'lum-as  Moulton.  a  descendant  of  the  well  known 
Chase  family  of  Cornish.  New  Hampshire.  Two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living 
and  married,  constitute  the  immediate  fruii  of  the 
union. 
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ARTHUR  DAGGETT  COBURN. 

Arthur  Daggett  Coburn,  of  East  Montpclier, 
Vcnnont,  was  born  August  31,  1855.  Joseph  Co- 
burn,  his  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  1775, 
and  in  1803  removed  from  Charlton,  Massachu- 
setts, to  Cabot,  Vermont.  He  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business,  and  this  proved  so  remunera- 
tive that  in  1813,  when  he  died  of  typhus  fever, 
he  was  considered  to  be  the  wealthiest  man  in  the 
town.  He  left  a  widow,  who  survived  him  for 
several  years,  and  two  sons,  Larned  and  Joseph 
Leander,  and  four  daughters:  Sally,  wife  of  Dr. 
A.  Carter,  of  Pcacham,  Vermont :  Clara,  wife  of 
Andrew  Edgerton,  of  Cabot,  Vermont ;  Lucy, 
wife  of  Ira  Barnes,  of  Randolph,  Vermont;  and 
Mary,  wife  of  James  Griffin,  of  Pcacham,  Ver- 
mont. 

Larned  Coburn,  grandfather  of  Arthur  D. 
Coburn,  was  born  in  Charlton,  Massachusetts, 
April  8,  1800.  When  he  was  only  three  years 
of  age,  his  parents  removed  to  Caliot.  Vermont, 
where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1813,  when  they  located  in  East  Montpclier. 
At  that  time  he  was  only  thirteen  years  old,  and 
he  agreed  to  live  with  Mr.  James  Allen  until  he 
was  of  age.  The  terms  of  agreement  were  that 
he  was  to  receive  one  hundred  dollars  and  have 
four  months  in  the  winter  in  which  to  attend 
school  or  learn  some  trade.  He  agreed  that 
Mr.  Allen  should  keep  thirty  of  the  one  hundred 
dollars  to  defray  expenses  in  case  of  sickness, 
and  this  left  him,  when  twenty-one  years  old. 
just  seventy  dollars  besides  the  small  property  left 
by  his  father  at  his  decease.  His  winters  were 
passed  at  school,  with  the  exception  of  two.  when 
he  learned  the  clothier's  trade.  His  teacher  ad- 
vised him  to  take  up  the  profession  rtf  law,  as 
he  thought  he  was  specially  adapted  for  that 
vocation,  but  he  decided  to  become  a  farmer  in- 
stead. Mr.  Coburn  worked  at  his  trade  for  al- 
most  two  years,  and  December  2,  1824.  he  re- 
turned to  Montpclier  and  purchased  altout  fifty- 
seven  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  had  added  from 
time  to  time,  until  now  the  farm  comprises  two 
hundred  and  thirtv  acres  of  well  cultivated  and 
profitable  land.  In  1823  he  married  I.ovisa  I... 
only  daughter  of  lames  Allen.  Their  children 
are :  West  Allen,  who  died  when  about  two  year> 
old:  Flora  S..  bom  March  21,  1826,  wife  of 


Dwight  Hollistcr,  of  Marshficld ;  James  A.,  born 
April  6,  1828;  J.  Leander,  born  January  id,  1830, 
died  April  6,  1888;  Susan  A.,  born  January  17, 
1832,  wife  of  C.  C.  Eaton,  of  Montpclier ;  au<t 
Lewis  L.,  born  November  2,  1833.  Mr.  Coburn 
Mas  respected  by  all  who  knew  him ;  he  was 
temperate  in  his  habits  and  upright  in  all  hi- 
business  dealings.  He  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  town  in  the  state  legislature  in  1857-58.  He 
died  October  26,  1872,  and  his  wife  died  August 
4.  1872. 

Hon.  James  Coburn,  father  of  Arthur  I).  Co- 
burn.  was  born  in  East  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
April  6,  1828.  He  received  his  education  in  t he- 
common  schools,  and  subsequently  taught  school 
in  the  winter  months  for  a  number  of  years,  lit 
1855  he  purchased  from  Mr.  Daggett,  his  father- 
in-law,  his  interest  in  the  farm,  and  followed  farm- 
ing as  an  occupation.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  preferences,  and  has  held  several  im- 
portant official  positons,  having  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years ;  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  legislature  in  1869,  that  being  the 
last  annual  session  in  Vermont,  and  again  in 
1870-71.  the  first  biennial  session.  In  the  fall 
of  1878  he  was  elected  as  assistant  judge  of 
Washington  county  court  and  was  re-elected  in 
1880.  Mr.  Coburn  was  an  extensive  reader  of 
good  literature,  and  an  excellent  mathematician, 
which  is  a  natural  talent  of  the  Coburn  family. 
On  December  4,  1850.  he  married  Abbie  B.  Dag- 
gett, daughter  of  Arthur  Daggett,  of  East  Mont- 
pelier. Their  children  are:  Larned  C,  bom 
April  2,  1852,  married  Miss  Corrie  Bennett,  of 
Calais,  and  resides  at  Marshall,  Minnesota;  Ar- 
thur Daggett,  bom  August  31,  1855;  Flora  H., 
bom  June  25,  1858,  wife  of  Henry  Kelton ;  Jame* 
Lee,  bom  November  3,  1859,  now  in  Alaska  : 
and  Dwight  H..  born  September  15,  1861,  died 
when  quite  young. 

Arthur  Daggett  Coburn,  second  son  of  James 
A.  and  Abbie  Coburn,  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  later  he  at- 
tended Goddard  Seminary  at  Barrc,  Vermont. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  for  seven  years  manufactured  cheese  at  North 
Montpclier,  but  he  has  again  resumed  his  farming 
pursuits  on  the  old  homestead,  and  his  parents 
reside  with  him. 

In  politics  Mr.  Coburn  has  always  been  » 
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Republican,  and  has  served  as  selectman  for  two 
terms.  Both  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Universalist  church.  Mr.  Coburn  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Fanny  Kelton,  daughter  of 
Truman  Kelton,  of  East  Montpelier,  October  1 5, 
1878.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely:  Mabel  F..  born  July  31,  1879;  and  Flor- 
ence, born  November  27,  1883. 

TRUMAN  R.  STILES,  M.  I). 

Dr.  Truman  Ransom  Stiles,  a  well  known 
physician  and  surgeon  of  St.  Johnshury,  Ver- 
mont, also  prominently  identified  with  the  com- 
mercial and  civic  interests  of  the  town,  was  born 
at  Stowe,  Vermont,  July  21,  1847.  His  father, 
James  Wilson  Stiles,  was  born  March  4,  1817,  in 
Danville,  Vermont.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  be- 
came active  in  public  affairs,  holding  several  town 
offices,  was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  also  served  as  assistant  judge.  After  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  was 
among  its  staunch  adherents.  I'niversalism  ex- 
pressed his  religious  faith,  and  he  was  active  in 
the  Masonic  order,  serving  many  years  as  master 
of  his  lodge  at  Stowe.  He  was  first  lieutenant 
of  Company  D,  Fifth  Vermont  Volunteers,  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  married,  March  5. 
T&45,  Miss  Hannah  Agnes  Howe,  a  native  of 
Williamstown.  Vermont,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children. 

Truman  R.  Stiles  acquired  his  fundamental 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Stowe.  and 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  iti  1809.  Since  tliat  time 
he  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Caledonia  coun- 
ty, the  past  sixteen  years  at  St.  Johnshury.  Be- 
sides his  practice  as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  Dr. 
Stiles  demonstrates  his  interest  in  town  affairs, 
and  his  undoubted  ability  to  carry  forward  to  a 
successful  issue  all  matters  which  met  his  ap- 
proval being  quickly  recognized  and  appreciated 
by  his  townspeople,  he  was  duly  elected  to  serve 
on  the  board  of  village  trustees,  and  was  also 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  St.  Johnsbury 
water  works. 

At  Bamet.  Vermont,  his  former  residence,  he 
was  school  director  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  subsequently  made  president  of  the  Cale- 
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(Ionia  Fair  Grounds  Association,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  director  for  six  years. 

Aside  from  the  untiring  energy  displayed  by 
Dr.  Stiles  in  the  prosecution  of  his  civic  duties 
he  has  for  twenty  years,  with  the  exception  of 
one  term  under  Democratic  administration,  been 
a  member  and  for  some  time  president  of  the 
United  States  pension  l>oard,  and  was  for  ten  * 
years  its  secretary.  He  also  served  as  a  member 
of  the  legislature  during  the  years  1898  and  1899. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  state  senator,  which  im- 
portant position  he  now  fills  creditably  to  him- 
self, and  to  the  utmost  satisfaction  of  his  con- 
stituency.   He  has  always  been  a  Republican. 

In  the  commercial  field,  too,  Dr.  Stiles  has  at- 
tained an  enviable  reputation,  occupying  positions 
of  great  rcsponsibiltiy  and  trust;  he  was  vice 
president  and  director  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  Shoe 
Manufacturing  Company,  a  concern,  of  wide- 
spread business  connections,  and  a  director  of  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  one  of  the  foremost 
institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  He  has  owned 
and  conducted  at  different  times  three  drug 
stores  in  St.  Johnsbury. 

During  all  his  busy  career  Dr.  Stiles  has  not 
forgotten  the  development  of  his  spiritual  nature, 
always  having  been  an  attendant  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  official 
board  of  the  local  body.  He  also  has  fraternal  and 
social  connections  which  demand  some  of  his  at- 
tention, the  following  organizations  being  among 
those  with  which  he  is  prominently  identified: 
The  Independent  Order  of  ( )dd  Fellows.  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Masonic  order,  the  New  England 
Order  of  Protection,  ami  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Cross,  m  the  first  two  of  which  he  has 
held  all  the  offices.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Caledonia  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  and  of 
the  state  board  of  health.  ITiere  are  few  men 
who  possess  the  intellectual  capacity  of  Dr. 
Stiles,  in  that  matters  of  every  nature,  whether 
professional,  civic,  commercial  or  social,  can  lie 
grasped  and  handled  with  equal  keenness  of  dis- 
crimination. 

Dr.  Stiles  has  been  twice  married.  November 
29,  1870,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Abbie  A.  Jen- 
ncss,  who  was  educated  at  Glover  (Vermont) 
Academy.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  D.  Jenness,  the  former  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army  for  a  period  of  four  years  in  the 
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Civil  war.  and  later  a  farmer  of  Sheffield,  Yer- 
niont.  Mrs.  Stiles  died  April  30,  1900.  Dr. 
Stiles  married.  June  5,  1901,  Lizzie  A.,  daughter 
of  Alonzo  and  Charlotte  Dcrick,  of  Charcnce- 
villc.  province  of  Quebec. 

To  Dr.  Stiles  have  been  born  two  sons.  of 
whom  lie  may  justly  be  proud.  The  elder,  Don 
C.  Stiles,  was  born  May  30.  1874,  in  Wheelock. 
Vermont,  graduated  from  St.  Johnsbury  Acad- 
emy in  1895,  and  is  now  a  druggist  in  St.  Johns- 
bury.  1I<-  married.  June  25,  1901.  Miss  Ethel 
Galbraith,  of  Smithlieki,  New  York.  Ned  C. 
Stiles  was  born  May  7,  1877,  in  Sheffield,  Ver- 
mont, graduated  from  St.  Johnsbury  Academy  in 
1895.  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  in  1899,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  St.  Johnsbury. 

EDWIN  LaKAYETTE  HOVEY. 

Edwin  La  Eavette  Hovey.  one  of  the  most 
progressive  citizens  of  St.  Johnsbury,  has  long 
been  active  in  promoting  the  growth  and  best 
interests  of  his  town.  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
first  families  of  Waterford.  Vermont,  where  he 
was  born  May  25,  1839.  His  grandfather,  Asa 
Hovey.  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  whose  wife 
was  Mary  Alworth.  In  1H01  they  removed  with 
oxen,  on  a  logging  sled,  to  Waterford.  Vermont. 
l>eing  among  the  first  half  dozen  families  to 
locate  in  that  town.  Here  Mr.  Hovey  cleared  a 
farm  from  the  wilderness  and  reared  two  son- 
and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  settled  in  Cale- 
donia county.  In  181 7.  while  on  the  way  to  a 
mill,  his  team  became  unmanageable  and  threw 
him  out  of  his  wagon,  causing  his  death.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  Elwiczcr  Holbrook. 
and  lived  a  good  age. 

William  Hovey,  son  of  Asa.  was  born  in 
llamjitoii.  Connecticut,  in  April,  1707,  and  wa- 
fotir  years  of  age  when  his  parent-  settled  in  Ver- 
mont. From  that  time  on  he  lived  on  the  pa- 
rental homestead,  receiving  only  such  education 
as  the  common  schools  of  the  time  and  locality 
afforded.  He  was  endowed  by  nature  with  the 
gifts  of  sound  judgment  and  keen  intelligence,  to- 
gether with  a  sturdy  body,  ami  was  always  re- 
garded as  a  good  business  man  and  upright  citi- 
zen He  was  an  unusually  successful  farmer  and 
became  well-to-do  for  his  day.     His  word  was 


ever  considered  binding,  and  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  he  filled  nearly  every  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  town.  He  was  many  years  selectman 
and  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  represented  the 
town  in  the  state  legislature.  Though  he  made 
no  professions  of  religion,  his  life  was  an  exam- 
ple of  Christian  spirit,  and  both  he  and  his  family 
regularly  attended  the  Lower  Waterford  Congre- 
gational church.  His  wife  Lydia  was  bom  in 
1  Sot.  a  daughter  of  Abial  and  Rebecca  (Giase) 
Richardson,  who  settled  in  Waterford  soon  after 
the  Hovey  family.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  adult  age.  The  eld- 
est. Abial  Richardson,  was  a  farmer  and  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  at  East  St.  Johnsbury. 
Adeline,  the  second,  married  Simeon  Huse,  and 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years  in  the  same 
place,  where  her  husband  still  resides.  Armenia  is 
the  widow  of  Stephen  Richardson,  a  distant  rela- 
tive, and  resides  in  Waterford.  Emily  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  William  M.  is  a  resident  of 
Summerville,  St.  Johnsbury.  Jacob  (i.  died  in  St. 
Johnsbury  in  1897,  aged  sixty-three  years. v  Ed- 
win L.  is  the  seventh.  Emory  E.  lives  on  the 
homestead  in  Waterford.  .Marcus  Aurelius 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  Washington, 
while  on  his  way  to  the  field  as  a  soldier,  in  1863. 
The  father  died  March.  1871,  aged  seventy-four 
years,  and  the  mother  in  Octolxr,  1879,  at  thc 
age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Edwin  L.  Hovey  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Waterford.  receiving  his  primary  edu- 
cational training  in  the  district  school  of  the 
neighlmrhood.  I  le  fitted  for  college  at  the  St. 
Johnsbury  Academy  and  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  where  he  continued  two  years,  leaving  to 
enter  his  country's  service  as  a  soldier.  He  en- 
listed in  the  summer  of  1802,  in  a  nine  months' 
regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  (now  Senator) 
Proctor.  The  regiment  was  full  at  the  time  of 
bis  enrollment,  and  he  entered  as  a  private,  but 
was  shortly  promoted  by  Colonel  Proctor  to  thc 
rank  of  sergeant  major,  thc  highest  non-com- 
missioned position  in  the  regiment.  He  was 
then  a  mcml>er  of  Company  K,  but  was  subse- 
quently transferred  to  Company  E,  and  held  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant,  finishing  his  term  of 
service  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  I.  The 
early  service  of  the  regiment  was  in  the  defenses 
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of  Washington,  hut  it  joined  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac in  its  move  on  Gettysburg,  immediately 
after  which  it  was  discharged  hy  reason  of  the 
expiration  of  its  term.  Returning  to  his  home 
and  the  pursuits  of  peace,  young  Hovey  pre- 
parefl  to  complete  his  course  at  Dartmouth. 
While  on  his  way  to  St.  Johnsbury,  enroute  to 
tlie  college,  he  received  such  a  tempting  offer  of 
a  farming  interest  that  he  unpacked  his  trunk 
and  settled  down  to  business  in  Waterford.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  a  busy  and  most  successful 
career.  Within  a  few  months  lie  bought  a  farm 
in  Waterford,  which  was  sold  at  a  profit  of  five 
hundred  dollars  in  a  few  days.  He  then  pur- 
chased another  farm  in  the  same  town,  which 
was  sold  in  a  short  time  at  a  handsome  profit. 
Since  that  time  he  has  engaged  in  farming  nearly 
all  the  time,  but  has  bought  and  sold  much  land 
in  the  meantime.  The  last  farm  which  he  tilled  in 
Waterford  included  eight  hundred  acres,  and  af- 
ter he  sold  this,  in  1868,  he  held  a  two-days'  auc- 
tion and  sold,  among  other  personal  property, 
twenty-four  Durham  cows  at  an  average  of  over 
sixty-seven  dollars  each.  He  now  tills  about 
eighty  acres,  all  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
St.  Johnsbury  and  all  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  fitted  by  nature  for  building  sites. 
It  is  likely  to  be  soon  needed  for  this  purpose,  as 
the  city  is  bound  to  grow,  being  a  natural  center 
for  a  large  tract  of  country  and  the  seat  of  exten- 
sive and  world-famed  manufactures.  It  is  large- 
ly due  to  the  influence  and  efforts  of  Mr.  Hovey 
that  the  suburb  of  Summervillc  was  made  a  part 
of  the  city.  He  established  the  second  news- 
paper in  St.  Johnsbury,  now  known  as  tlie  He- 
publican,  and  the  leading  journal  of  the  county 
at  the  present  day.  After  publishing  this  paper 
fifty-eight  weeks,  he  sold  it  at  a  profit  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  and  soon  after  acquired  a  saw- 
mill on  the  Moose  river,  in  what  is  now  Summer- 
villc. which  he  operated  successfully  for  a  period 
<>f  fourteen  years. 

He  has  built  over  seventy  structures,  stores 
and  dwellings,  all  in  Sutnmerville,  and  has  been 
five  times  proprietor  of  the  general  store  in  the 
same  suburb.  Three  times  he  sold  out  his  stock 
near  the  lower  end  of  the  street,  and  he  built  the 
store  at  the  junction  of  Portland  street  and  Con- 
cord avenue,  of  whose  stock  he  was  twice  owner. 
For  a  period  of  one  and  one-half  years  he  con- 


ducted a  meat  market  in  St.  Johnsbury.  and  sub- 
sequently established  the  market  now  operated 
in  his  store  building  in  Summervillc,  which  he 
sold  out.  One  of  his  greatest  gifts  is  the  ability 
to  judge  cattle  on  the  hoof,  and  this  led  to  great 
success  in  the  market  business.  All  these  ven- 
tures have  been  profitable  and  his  frequent  sales 
and  purchases  were  made  because  of  advanta- 
geous ofierings.  lieing  a  shrewd  and  industrious 
business  man,  he  is  ever  ready  for  a  trade  which 
promises  a  recompense  for  his  lime  and  capital. 
He  is  not  afraid  of  work,  and  is  often  found  at 
the  present  day  engaged  in  building,  painting,  or 
otherwise  furthering  the  progress  of  his  extensive 
real  estate  operations.  In  1874.  having  become 
tired  of  removals  of  his  household,  through  sales 
of  houses,  he  erected  a  permanent  home  on  La 
Fayette  street,  which  no  tempting  offers  have  in- 
duced him  to  part  with,  and  here  he  plans  to  pass 
his  remaining  years. 

A  man  of  diversified  talents.  Mr.  Hovey  has 
lieen  useful  to  his  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  him- 
self and  family,  in  many  ways.  His  tastes  arc 
literary,  and  he  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  library 
and  gives  much  time  to  study.  Active  in  pro- 
moting education,  he  is  at  present  a  school  di- 
rector, and  the  neighborhood  owes  much  to  him 
for  his  labors  and  influence  in  securing  the  hand- 
some, substantial,  modern  schoolhouse  which 
adorns  Portland  street.  He  has  served  many 
times  as  selectman  and  lister,  and  is  at  present 
moderator,  grand  juror  and  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  made  the  occasional  speech  at  a  picnic  in  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July  in  his  native  town, 
in  i860,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  con- 
sistently supiMirted  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Hovey  attends  divine  worship  with  his 
family  at  the  Universalist  church  of  St.  Johns- 
bury. He  was  a  charter  member  of  Green  Moun- 
tain Grange  No.  1.  organized  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
July  4.  1871.  and  held  all  the  leading  offices  of 
the  Grange:  was  elected  secretary  of  the  state 
Grange  at  its  organization,  July  4.  1872,  and 
held  this  position  several  years.  At  present  he  is 
a  member  of  Pleasant  Valley  Grange,  of  Water- 
ford. He  has  been  a  mcndicr  of  Chamberlain 
Post  No.  T.  (1.  A.  R..  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
has  filled  all  the  offices  of  the  post.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  its  enter- 
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tainment  committee,  and  this  organization  never 
fails  to  provide  instructive,  as  well  as  entertain- 
ing diversions.  Mr.  Hovey  is  also  identified  with 
the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics, 
of  St.  Johnsbury,  in  which  he  takes  a  contribu- 
tive  interest. 

March  2,  1864,  Mr.  ilovey  was  married  to 
Miss  Ella  F.  Carr,  a  native  of  YVaterford,  daugh- 
ter of  John  P.  and  Eanny  (Woods)  Carr,  of  the 
same  nativity.  Mrs.  Hovey  died  Decerning  23, 
1871.  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  leaving 
three  children,  the  eldest,  Edith  L.,  married  John 
H.  Moore,  of  St.  Johnsbury;  and  Mablc  I\,  is  the 
wife  of  E.  P.  Carpenter,  of  YVaterford.  Both  are 
graduates  of  St.  Johnsbury  Academy.  Ella  is 
at  home  unmarried.  Mr.  Hovey  married,  Sep- 
tember 4.  1873,  Miss  Sarah  F.  Hutchins,  who 
was  born  in  Morrisville,  Vermont,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  Mary  (Grout)  Hutch- 
ins. '1  wo  of  the  four  children  of  this 
marriage  survive,  namely :  Bertha  li.  and 
Grace  G.  The  latter  graduated  at  tlie 
age  of  eighteen  years  from  St.  Johnsbury 
Academy,  in  1002.  The  former  is  the  wife  of 
her  fellow  graduate  of  St.  Johnsbury,  David  H. 
Macomber,  formerly  of  West  ford,  and  they  re- 
side at  Independence,  Iowa.  Mrs."  Hovey  is  ac- 
tive and  popular  in  the  work  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,  and  served  in  igoi  as  president  of 
the  state  dej>ai*tment  of  that  body,  with  credit  to 
herself  and  success  to  the  organization.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  choir  in  the  Church  of  Messiah, 
and  has  long  been  active,  as  have  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  family,  in  the  musical  affairs  of  the 
city,  all  having  excellent  musical  gifts.  Mrs. 
Moore,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  church  choir,  antl  Mrs.  Macomber  was  organ- 
ist until  her  removal  from  the  city. 

REV.  JOEL  GSM  AX  SHERBURN. 

The  Sherburn  family  is  of  ancient  and  hon- 
orable English  origin,  and  the  American  branch, 
in  the  various  generations,  has  been  prominent 
in  New  England  history.  The  name  has  been 
variously  spelled  Sherboni.  Sherbourn,  Sher- 
burne and  Sherebourne.  the  form  last  given  being 
the  most  correct. 

The  home  of  the  Sherburns  in  England  was 
Lancaster,  and  they  possessed  old  estates  at 


Stonihursl,  Aighton.  The  first  ancestor  of  whic 
we  have  any  record  was  Richard  Sherburn,  v.b: 
was  bom  in  1380  and  died  in  1449.    The  name  0: 
his  wife  was  Agnes  Stanley.  Of  his  life  we  kn-r. 
nothing;  whether  he  followed  the  profession  c: 
arms,  and  in  his  youth  took  part  in  the  bank 
of  Shrewsbury,  where  the  "wild  prince."  H«r 
of  Monmouth,  defeated  the  rebels  under  H<? 
spur,  the  Percy  of  the  day,  and  the  Welsh  chief- 
tain and  magician,  Glt-ndowcr;  whether,  later,  he 
followed  the  "wild  prince,"  then  Henry  the  Fifth 
to  Prance,  and  shared  in  the  great  victory  r. 
Agincourt ;  whether  he  was  in  France  with  ;« 
English  army  when  the  marvelous  exploits  of  w 
Maid  of  Orleans  were  filling  Britons  with  super- 
stitious awe  and  the  Frenchmen  with  extrava- 
gant anticipations;  of  all  this  we  know  nothix 
Whether  he  was  one  of  the  few  who.  in  th 
rude  age,  jwssessed  a  taste  for  literature,  ami 
among  the  admirers  of  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  who* 
poems  were  just  then  given  to  the  world  :  <«n  tit- 
subject  the  record  is  silent.    On  only  one  p>  -:n: 
are  we  informed  concerning  him,  namely,  that  ■* 
his  religion.    The  record  states  that  the  c*rv 
generations  of  the  family  were  all  Papists.  t-s: 
therefore  we  may  suppose  that  in  any  relip-'t- 
controvcrsy  Richard  Sherburn  was  always  w  t> 
found  on  the  side  of  the  church,  ami  that  be  b 
no  sympathy  with  the  heresies  of   W veld  ft; 
which  were  then  agitating  the  country.    In  re- 
gard to  his  descendants  during  the  two  century 
subsequent  to  bis  death,  the  following  is  a 
cinct  record:    Richanle  (1380-1441))  and  Ac1 
Stanley  had  Richard  O402-144O.  who  marr? 
Matilda    Hammerton,   and    had    Sir  Riolvr 
(  1465-1513).  who  married  Jane  Langton  an<!  Ki. 
Richard  (born  1488)  who  married  Anne  F>r<*~ 
and  had  Hugh,  (born  1516)  (wife  not  kn-.v- 
and  had  Henry,  of  Oxford,  England,  who  mi- 
ned Joan  Acton,  and  had  Joseph  Augustu* 
Oldham,  England,  who  had  John,  of  New  F--: 
land,  who  married  Elizabeth  Tuck  in  1645. 

John  Sherburn  ( 1 )  came  from  England  '■ 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  at  some  time  pn>  • 
to  1643.  This  fact  is  established  beyond  ikniK 
by  the  records,  which  show  that  in  1^53.  !<* 
Sherburn,  with  other  settlers  of  over  ten  year- 
standing,  received  an  extra  grant  of  land,  name/- 
two  hundred  acres.  Of  this  emigrant  ance<t 
we  are  informed,  further,  that  he  was  not  a  inr 
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<>i  liberal  education,  tbat  he  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer,  and  that  he  was  an  independent 
in  religion,  which  means  that  he  was  a  type  of 
the  seventeenth  century  New  England  Puritan. 
Judging  from  the  fact  that  he  was  an  officer  of 
the  church  at  Portsmouth,  it  is  evident  that  he 
was  a  man  of  standing  in  the  colony.  It  seems 
probable  that  by  this  time  the  Sherburn  family 
bad  embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation, 
and  it  is  possible  that  John  Sherburn  was  an  ex- 
ception among  them  in  belonging  to  the  party 
which  claimed  that  still  further  reformation  was 
necessary  to  render  the  church  in  all  respects  an 
i  ileal  institution.  John  Sherburn  married,  in 
1645,  Elizabeth  Tuck,  whose  ancestry  is  not  re- 
corded. 

John  Sherburn  (2),  son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Tuck)  Sherburn.  was  born  in  1650,  mar- 
ried, at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  in  1675, 
Mary  Jackson,  and  died  in  1731.  John  Sher- 
burn (3),  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Jackson) 
Sherburn,  was  born  in  1686,  and  died  in  1718. 
He  married  and  was  the  father  of  a  large  family. 
Nathaniel  Sherburn  (4),  son  of  John  Sherburn, 
was  born  in  1708.  and  died  in  1772.  He  had  a 
numerous  family.  Daniel  Sherburn  (5),  son  of 
Nathaniel  Sherburn  was  born  in  1739.  married 
Polly  Leah,  and  died  in  1814  in  Goshen.  New 
Hampshire.  David  Sherburn  (6),  son  of  Daniel 
and  Polly  (Leah)  Sherburn,  was  born  in  1778. 
and  married,  in  1803,  Wealthy  Kinney,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Kinney,  of  Plainficld.  The 
Kinney  family  was  from  near  New  Haven.  Con- 
necticut. David  Sherburn  died  in  1*57,  in  Barre, 
Vermont. 

Joel  Sherburn  (7),  son  of  David  and  Wealthy 
(Kinney)  Sherburn,  was  born  November  3, 
1806,  in  Orange,  Vermont,  where  he  received  the 
verv  limited  education  which  the  common  schools 
of  the  town  afforded,  and  through  life  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  Plainfield,  Ver- 
mont. In  politics  Mr.  Sherburn  was  an  inde- 
pendent, being  bound  to  no  particular  organiza- 
tion. For  many  years  he  acted  with  the  old 
Democratic  party,  and  after  1856  with  the  Re- 
publicans. Mr.  Sherburn  sometimes  served  on 
the  county  grand  jury,  and  his  neighbors  testi- 
fied to  the  esteem  in  which  they  held  him  by 
frequently  calling  upon  him  to  fill  the  office  of 
selectman.    Prom  his  early  years  Mr.  Sherburn 
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was  a  Methodist.  He  married,  in  1836,  Polly 
Perkins,  born  November  27,  1808,  in  Plainfield, 
Vermont.  The  Perkins  family  claimed  to  be  of 
Portuguese  origin.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom 
we  have  any  account  was  Philemon  Perkins,  a 
tailor  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  whose  son  Jona- 
than was  a  fanner ;  first  in  New  Boston,  New 
Hampshire,  and  later  in  Plainfield,  Vermont.  He 
married,  in  1802,  Lydia  Carnes,  who  belonged  to 
an  Irish  family  from  county  Cork,  Ireland.  Mr. 
aild  Mrs.  Perkins  had  a  daughter  Polly,  mentioned 
above  as  the  wife  of  Joel  Sherburn.  Mr.  Sher- 
burn died  in  1892. 

Joel  Osman  Sherburn  was  born  at  Plainfield, 
Vermont,  November  21,  1845,  an(l  was  trained 
to  fami  work  between  periods  of  attendance  at 
the  common  schools  and  Newbury  Academy. 
With  such  equipment  as  the  latter  could  give, 
he  entered  the  seminary  at  Montpelier  and  was 
graduated  at  that  institution  in  the  class  of  1869. 
loiter  he  matriculated  at  the  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity in  Middletown.  Connecticut,  and  finished  the 
course  there  in  1873.  Immediately  after  leav- 
ing this  college  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Vermont  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  has  ever  since  been  closely  connected 
therewith.  He  has  twice  held  the  position  of 
presiding  elder,  once  in  the  Montpelier  district, 
and  afterward  in  the  St.  Johnsbury  district,  of 
which  he  is  still  the  incumbent.  He  has  twice 
represented  the  Vermont  conference  in  the  gen- 
eral conference  of  the  church,  at  Omaha  in  1892, 
and  at  Cleveland  in  1896.  During  a  ministry  of 
thirty  years  Mr.  Sherburn  has  filled  a  pulpit 
every  Sunday  but  five,  which  makes  a  record  of 
punctuality  and  reliability  that  is  seldom 
equalled  inside  or  outside  of  the  church.  Until 
1882  he  had  been  closely  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publicans, but  in  that  year  joined  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  with  which  he  has  since  loyally  co- 
operated and  which  he  has  zealously  sustained. 
In  1882  he  represented  the  town  of  Rochester 
in  the  Vermont  assembly,  at  another  time  was  a 
candidate  for  the  state  senate  and  in  1902  made 
the  race  for  governor.  He  has  held  various  town 
and  village  offices,  and  served  on  the  boards  of 
trustees  of  the  Vermont  Bible  Society,  the  Mont- 
pelier Seminary  and  Wesleyan  University. 

Mr.  Sherburn  was  united  in  marriage  at  Can- 
ton, Connecticut,  with  Miss  Ella  Ruth,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Horace  and  Chestina  (Rarbour)  Brid- 
ley,  members  of  a  family  of  some  note  in  their 
community.  Mrs.  Slierburn  died  of  consumption 
at  Plainfield,  July  30,  1875,  leaving  a  son,  Har- 
Icy  J.,  who  died  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  May  26, 
1877.  September  26,  1876,  Mr.  Sherburn  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Mary  L., 
daughter  of  Deacon  Sullivan  B.  and  l.aura 
(Bailey)  Gale,  of  Plainfield.  Deacon  Gale,  who 
was  a  tanner  by  trade,  was  prominent  in  relig- 
ious circles  as  a  leading  Congregationalism  and 
also  occupied  an  influential  position  as  a  citizen. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherburn  may  be 
briefly  mentioned  in  chronological  order:  Ar- 
thur Neale,  who  was  born  at  Randolph, 
Vermont,  July  20,  1878,  died  in  the  same 
town,  January  30.  1880;  Earle  Howard,  Imrn 
at  Randolph,  February  25,  1880.  graduated 
at  Montpelier  Seminary,  and  is  now 
manager  of  telephone  lines,  with  office  at  Mont- 
pelier: Ernest  Fisk,  born  at  Rochester,  Vermont, 
August  3,  1882,  graduated  in  1900  in  the  busi- 
ness department  of  St.  Johnsbury  Academy,  and 
is  now  a  rural  mail  carrier  on  one  of  the  local 
routes;  George  Wiley,  born  at  Northficld.  Ver- 
mont. November  4.  1884,  is  at  present  attend- 
ing Wcsleyan  University  at  Middletown.  Con- 
necticut :  Charles  Morton,  who  was  born  at  Mont- 
pelier. Vermont.  July  2,  1888,  is  now  a  student 
at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy,  in  the  class  of  1906. 
Mr.  Sherburn  has  never  been  connected  with  any 
secret  societies  excepting  a  Greek  letter  frater- 
nity at  college,  in  which  he  held  all  the  prin- 
cipal offices.  It  may  be  remarked  in  conclusion 
that  he  is  a  fine  type  of  the  best  element  of  the 
Methodist  ministry,  whose  energy,  zeal  and  self- 
sacrifice  have  done  so  much  for  the  settlement 
and  civilization  of  every  state  in  the  American 
Union. 

RUSSELL  THAYER  JOHNSON'.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Russell  Thayer  Johnson,  of  West  Con- 
cord, Vermont,  son  of  Hansel  and  Sally  (Farmer) 
Johnson,  was  born  in  Newark,  Vermont,  April 
4,  184?.  His  preliminary  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  while  his 
professional  preparatory  course  was  pursued  at 
the  Charlestown  (  province  of  Quebec")  Academy. 
His  medical  researches  were  carried  on  under  the 


directing  influence  of  Dr.  Charles  S.  Cahoon, 
of  Lyndon,  Vermont,  and  his  studies  completed 
at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York 
city,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1K67. 
His  first  professional  practice  was  conducted  in 
Stanstead,  Canada,  from  which  place  he  removed 
in  1869  to  Concord,  Vermont,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  His  practice  has  grown  to  wide  pro- 
portions, extending  beyond  his  own  into  adjoin- 
ing towns.  His  reputation  is  largely  due  to  pro- 
fessional earnestness,  backed  by  medical  skill 
and  surgical  deftness,  tne  latter  having  been  ac- 
quired by  his  three  years'  service  in  the  war  of  the 
rebellion,  he  having  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Reg- 
iment, Vermont  Volunteers,  in  1862,  spending 
most  of  the  time  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Sixth  Army  Corps,  and  since  the  year  1872  hav- 
ing acted  as  examining  surgeon  for  the  pension 
bureau. 

In  1866  Dr.  Johnson  was  vice  president  of 
the  Vermont  State  Medical  College,  and  for  four- 
teen years  acted  as  supervisor  of  the  insane.  Dr. 
Johnson  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Concord  in  the  legislature  of 
1884.  He  has  held  several  town  offices,  among 
them  being  that  of  town  treasurer,  besides  having 
been  honored  by  appointment  to  many  impor- 
tant positions  in  the  state  department  of  Ver- 
mont. Dr.  Johnson  is  also  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  order  as  well  as  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Dr.  Johnson's  marriage  to  Asenath  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Almira  (Currier)  Weeks,  of 
VVhcelock,  occurred  on  March  29,  1869. 

GEORGE  THEODORE  CHILDS. 

George  Theodore  Childs.  a  veteran  of  the 
Cival  war  and  for  many  years  the  successful  edi- 
tor of  the  St.  Albans  Daily  Messenger,  was  bora 
in  Charlestown,  Suffolk  county,  Massachusetts, 
September  7,  1842.  being  a  direct  descendant 
of  Benjamin  Childs,  who  came  to  this  country 
from  England  in  1630,  and  settled  in  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  and  he  is  also  descended  from 
George  Hunker,  from  whom  the  noted  battle  site 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  derived  its  name.  Na- 
thaniel Childs.  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
George  T.  Childs,  was  born  in  Charlestown, 
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Massachusetts,  where  he  was  prominently  identi- 
fied during  his  entire  business  career  with  its 
commercial  and  political  interests.  He  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Stimson,  and 
their  son  Francis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Charlcstown,  where  he  obtained  an  excel- 
lent education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was 
actively  associated  with  all  public  enterprises, 
was  a  man  of  strong  patriotic  instincts,  and  was 
familiarly  known  as  the  "Soldier's  Friend."  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican  and  a  Frec-soiler. 
a  contemporary  with  Phillips  and  Douglas,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  governor's  council 
for  eight  years  under  Governor  Rice,  also  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  state  legislature,  and  for 
many  years  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  state  prison. 
In  his  fraternal  relations  he  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  Childs  mar- 
ried Juliet  \V.  Uccring,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them :  Julia  Frances, 
George  T.,  Ruby  M.,  Catherine  S.,  Nathaniel, 
Mary  L.  and  Carrie  M.  Francis  Childs.  the 
father  of  these  children,  died  in  Charlestown. 
Massachusetts,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  previous  to  that  time. 

George  Theodore  Childs,  the  eldest  son  of 
Francis  and  Juliet  W.  Childs,  acquired  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools  of  Charles- 
town,  and  in  1858  began  his  business  career  as 
an  office  boy,  but  in  the  following  year  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  bookkeeper,  thus  remain- 
ing until  April  16,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  K,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts Infantry,  under  Colonel  Samuel  C.  Law- 
rence. The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  to  guard  the  treasury,  and  for  two 
months  they  performed  patrol  duty,  but  later 
crossed  over  to  Alexandria  and  praticipated  in  the 
first  action  of  bull  Run,  in  which  engagement  he 
was  captured  while  in  the  act  of  taking  care  of  a 
fallen  comrade  who  was  stricken  with  wounds, 
and  was  confined  successively  in  Libby,  Parish, 
New  Orleans  and  Salisbury  prisons.  Colonel 
Childs  was  discharged  from  the  United  States 
service  on  the  grounds  of  disability  resulting 
from  exposure  of  prison  life,  and  for  many  years 
afterward  was  in  precarious  health.  After  his 
discharge  he  was  for  a  short  period  of  time  at 
New  Orleans,  being  appointed  private  secretary 
to  the  mayor  of  that  city  by  General  Sheridan. 


Returning  to  his  home,  Colonel  Childs  again  re- 
sumed his  position  as  bookkeeper,  acting  in  that 
capacity  until  1873,  when  he  was  appointed  pri- 
vate secretary  to  President  J.  G.  Smith  of  the 
Central  Vermont  Railroad  Company,  which  po- 
sition he  filled  creditably  until  1892.  He  then 
became  editor  of  the  St.  Albans  Daily  Messenger. 
and  for  seven  years  successfully  edited  that  en- 
terprising journal,  after  which,  in  May,  1898,  In 
received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  St. 
Albans,  and  so  faithful  was  he  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  that  he  was  reappointed  in  1902 
by  President  Roosevelt. 

In  his  political  affiliations  the  Colonel  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  has  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  national  Republican  committee 
since  1896,  also  represented  St.  Albans  in  the 
legislature  during  Governor  Josiah  Grout's  ad- 
ministration in  1896- 1898,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  assembly  that  voted  an  appropriation  for 
carrying  on  the  Spanish-American  war.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  Vermont  Republicans'  pilgrim- 
age to  the  late  President  McKinlcy's  home  prior 
to  his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States,  Colonel  Childs,  as  president  of  the  State 
Republican  League,  delivered  an  effective  spech. 
outlining  the  position  taken  by  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont during  that  memorable  campaign  ami 
pledging  its  political  allegiance.  He  has  been  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  having  served  in  all  the  capacities  to 
department  commander,  and  from  1880  until 
1882  was  Governor  Farnham's  chief  of  staff, 
also  judge  advocate  general  of  Vermont  from  18s*-' 
until  1884.  and  in  the  latter  year  was  chosei; 
president. 

On  the*  19th  of  Septemlicr,  1866,  Colonel 
Childs  married  Lucy  Ella  Ryrnes,  a  daughter  of 
William  M.  Ryrnes,  president  of  the  Franklin 
Insurance  Company,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Their  children  are:  Arthur  Francis,  who  married 
Laura  M.  Clark,  and  is  employed  in  the  custom 
house  at  St.  Albans;  Juliette  Neilson,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school,  and  in  1002  accepted 
a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
making  the  journey  of  eigthy-five  hundred  milc« 
unaccompanied  by  a  relative,  and  in  1003.  after 
teaching  one  year  with  great  credit  to  herself 
and  the  government,  made  a  trip  to  China,  after 
which  she  returned  to  the  Philippines  to  continue 
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her  profession ;  Annie  Smith,  who  married  John 
Burnliam  Taylor,  assistant  night  editor  of  the 
Burlington  free  Frcss;  and  Harold  David,  who 
obtained  an  appointment  at  the  Naval  Academy 
in  which  he  was  graduated  with  honor  in  1902, 
and  was  then  assigned  to  a  torpedo  boat,  in  which 
he  completed  a  voyage  of  eighty-four  hundred 
miles,  and  upon  his  return  to  the  United  States 
was  assigned  to  the  Raleigh,  United  States  Navy. 

THE  FORBES  FAMILY. 

The  Forbes  family,  of  Windsor,  Vermont,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  and  for  nearly 
diree  centuries  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs,  a  number  of  its  members,  in  the 
different  generations,  having  held  various  offices 
of  honor  and  trust  under  both  the  colonial  and 
national  governments.  The  family  is  of  Scot- 
tish, and  also  of  Presbyterian  origin,  tracing  its 
descent  from  the  times  ot  that  hero  of  the  rcforma" 
tion,  John  Knox. 

John  Fobes  (or  Forbes)  (1).  the  founder  of 
the  American  branch  of  the  family,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  was  the  son,  according  to  a  gen- 
erally accepted  tradition,  of  the  Rev.  John  Forbes, 
who  was  moderator  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  holden  in  Aberdeen  in  1605. 
John  I'obes  came  to  America  with  the  remnant 
of  Parson  Robinson's  church,  in  1636,  settled  in 
Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  removed  to  Bridgcwa- 
ter  as  an  original  proprietor  in  1645.  and  served 
in  the  early  Indian  wars.  He  married  Constant 
Mitchell,  who  came  to  America  with  her  brother. 
Experience  Mitchell,  in  the  ship  Ann  in  1623. 
John  Fobes  died  in  1601. 

Edward  Fobes  (or  Forbes)  (2) 'son  of  John 
and  Constant  (Mitchell)  Fobes  (or  Forbes)  "was 
born  in  165 1,  in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts.  He 
was  a  man  of  much  importance  in  the  early  life 
of  the  place,  and  constantly  in  local  office,  a  dea- 
con of  the  church  and  a  man  of  large  landed  inter- 
ests. He  served  in  the  colonial  assembly  in  1702. 
1703,  1708,  1709,  1711,  1712,  1715  and  1722. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
John  Howard,  and  niece  of  Judge  Thomas  Hay- 
ward.  The  Hon.  Edward  Fobes  died  in  1732. 
in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts. 

William  Fobes  (or  Forbes)  (3).  son  of  Ed- 
ward   and    Elizabeth    (Howard)    Fobes  (or 


Forbes),  was  born  in  1698,  in  Bridgewater,  Mass- 
achusetts, and  married,  February  3,  1725,  Thank- 
ful Dwelly,  born  December  12,  1706,  daughter 
of  John  Dwelly,  of  Scituate,  Massachusetts. 
William  Fobes  died  at  his  birthplace,  June  20, 
1764,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1776. 

Abncr  Fobes  (or  Forbes)  (4),  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Thankful  (Dwelly)  Fobes  (or  Forbes), 
was  born  November  11,  1727,  in  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a  man  of  some  local 
prominence.  He  married,  1750,  Phoebe,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Leach,  Esq.,  of  Bridgewater, 
whose  wife.  Ilepzibah  Washburn,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Hannah  (Latham)  Washburn,  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Hon.  John  and  Mary 
(Chilton)  Winslow,  of  Boston.  The  former,  a 
brother  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow.  was  an 
extensive  shipping  merchant  of  Boston,  a  member 
of  the  colonial  assembly,  and  a  member  of  the 
council  of  war.  The  name  of  his  wife  is  em- 
balmed in  tradition  as  that  of  the  one  who,  among 
all  of  the  passengers  of  the  Mayflower,  was  the 
first  to  sot  foot  on  Plymouth  Rock.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  are  buried  in  King's  Chapel  yard. 
Tremont  street.  Boston.  The  date  of  the  death 
of  Abner  Folies  is  not  on  record. 

Absalom  Forbes  (5).  son  of  Abner  and  Pluebe 
(Leach)  Fol>es  (or  Forbes),  was  born  May  22, 
1751,  in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts.  In  his 
time  the  orthography  of  the  family  name  seems 
to  have  assumed  its  present  form.  He  was  a  resi- 
dent of  both  Oxbridge  and  Sutton.  Massachu- 
setts, and  entered  the  sen  ice  of  hir  country  from 
Upton,  his  last  place  of  abode.  He  married  in 
1771  .Martha  Hall,  born  September  15.  1 75 1 , 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Willis  Hall,  of  Sutton, 
Massachusetts,  a  colonial  Indian  agent  under 
the  crown,  a  member  in  1777  of  the  Massachusetts 
assembly,  a  recognized  patriot,  a  member  of  the 
committee  <>f  correspondence,  inspection  and 
safety  for  Sutton,  and  of  the  Massachusetts  con- 
vention of  1779.  He  was  president  of  the  W  or- 
cester county  convention  of  1784.  and  filled, 
among  various  other  offices,  that  of  justice.  Ab- 
salom Forbes  enlisted,  April  19,  1775,  in  the  early 
days  of  the  struggle  for  independence,  in  which, 
eventually,  he  lost  his  life,  dying  in  White  Plains, 
New  York,  September.  1778,  while  a  member  of 
the  regular  continental  army.  He  laid  down  his 
life  for  his  country  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
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seven.  His  widow,  Martha  (Hall)  Forbes,  die*! 
March  26,  1828,  in  Northbridge,  Massachusetts, 
having  married,  after  the  deatli  of  her  first  hus- 
band, Joel  White,  ot  that  place.  She  was  the 
sister  ot  Captain  Jonathan  Hall,  with  whom  Gen- 
eral Abner  Forbes  came  to  Windsor,  Vermont,  in 
1788,  and  of  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall,  of  Gran- 
ville, New  York,  who  was  the  father  of  the  late 
Attorney  General  Willis  Hall,  of  New  York,  and 
of  Dr.  Edwards  Hall,  of  17  Fast  Sixty-sixth 
street.  New  York  city. 

Abner  Forbes  (6),  son  of  Absalom  and  Mar- 
tha (Hall)  Forbes,  was  born  February  29,  1772, 
in  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  and  in  early  life  re- 
moved to  Windsor,  Vermont,  where  tor  a  numl>er 
of  years  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  He  was,  in  his  generation,  a  conspicu- 
ous and  distinguished  figure  in  state  affairs,  serv- 
ing for  nine  years  as  judge  of  Windsor  county 
court,  of  which  he  was  in  1823  and  1825  chief 
judge.  In  1826  and  1827  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature,  and  in  1828  was  a  member  of 
the  governor's  council.  He  also  served  as  state's 
prison  commissioner.  In  his  youth  he  belonged 
to  the  militia,  holding,  from  1800  to  1805,  the 
rank  of  colonel,  and,  from  1805  to  1810,  that  of 
general.  In  town  affairs  he  was  also  very  promi- 
nent. I>eing  president  of  the  Bank  of  Windsor. 
He  was  the  patron  of  education,  and  a  most  lib- 
eral supporter  of  the  missionary  cause,  :*rving 
as  a  trustee  of  Middleburv  College,  of  the  New- 
ton Theological  Institution,  and  of  the  Columbian 
University,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  Vermont  Bible  Society,  and  vice  president 
of  the  Vermont  Temperance  Society  and  the  Ver- 
mont Colonization  Society,  his  colleague  in  the 
two  latter  societies,  as  the  other  vice  presidents, 
being  Governor  Van  Ness,  and  his  superior 
officer  being  Judge  Elijah  Paine.  EE.  D.  Gen- 
eral Forbes  was  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church, 
ami  one  of  the  foremost  laymen  in  that  denomina- 
tion in  the  country.  In  1796  he  erected  on  Main 
street,  Windsor,  the  family  residence,  now  owned 
by  the  estate  of  ex-Senator  Evarts,  and  known  as 
the  "Forbes  House."  He  married,  September  4, 
»fc\v  Sally  Spooner,  born  February  26,  1785, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Aldcn  Spooner,  for 
forty  years  editor  of  The  Vermont  Journal,  state 
printer,  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Mate  legislature.    Mr.  Spooner  was  a  lineal  dc 


scendant  of  deputy-Governor  John  Allen,  Rich- 
ard Warren,  Francis  Cooke,  and  Elder  John 
Cooke,  all  of  whom  landed  on  these  shores  in  1620 
as  passengers  of  the  Mayflower.  Mrs.  Spooner 
was  Sarah  Burton,  daughter  of  Judge  Jacob  Bur- 
ton, of  Norwich,  Vermont,  one  of  the  "State 
Fathers,"  who,  with  Governor  Chittenden  and 
three  others,  drew  up  Vermont's  declaration  of 
independence,  was  a  member  of  the  conventions 
which  adopted  the  name  "Vermont"  and  the  state 
constitution,  of  which  he  was  himself  a  signer, 
and  who  also  filled  the  office  of  legislator  and 
county  judge.  General  and  Mrs.  Forbes  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children  who  grew 
to  maturity :  The  Hon.  Spooner  Forbes,  of  Port 
Gibson,  Mississippi ;  Edward  Forbes,  some  time 
a  merchant  of  Windsor;  Sarah,  who 'became  the 
wife  of  General  Francis  E.  Phelps,  of  Windsor ; 
Maria,  who  married  Colonel  *  Alexander  W. 
Hodge,  of  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi ;  Arabella, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Or.  Aurelius  Bowen,  ot 
Nebraska  City,  Nebraska ;  Frances  Spooner,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Hon.  Joseph  Denison  Hatch, 
mayor  of  Burlington,  Vermont :  Abner.  mentioned 
at  length  hereinafter;  and  Gustavus.  a  resident 
of  Newton  Center,  Massachusetts,  and  the  onlv 
survivor  of  this  family.  In  all  the  relations  of 
life— social,  military,  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial — General  Forties  executed  the  duties  of 
his  high  position  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  an- 
cestry and  of  his  own  standing.  He  was  a  man 
of  varied  attainments  and  marked  ability,  a  close 
and  diligent  student,  his  writings  on  temperance 
and  his  various  speeches  showing  excellent  liter- 
ary finish.  Polished  and  courtly  in  bearing,  a 
local  historian,  in  an  article  of  reminiscences, 
mentions  "General  Forbes,  whose  natural,  quiet 
dignity  led  every  one  who  met  him  to  give  him  the 
walk.''  His  death  occurred  December  28,  1828, 
shortly  after  his  return  from  Montpelier,  where 
his  duties  as  a  member  of  Governor  Craft's  coun- 
cil had  taken  him.  In  years  he  was  but  in  his 
prime,  and  yet  his  many  distinguished  services 
to  his  town,  county  and  state  would  indicate,  as 
they  do,  a  life  full  of  honor.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  mentioned  as  a  probable  condidate 
for  Congress.  In  the  old  cemetery  of  Windsor 
an  impressive  marble  shaft  marks  his  last  resting 
place,  on  one  side  of  which  the  beholder  reads. 
"Hon*.  Abner  Fokiies  .wo  Family."  and  on  the 
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opposite  side,  '"Hox.  Aunlr  Forbes,  Born  Feb- 
ruary 20.  \/-2.  Dii:d  December  28,  1828."  The 
widow  of  General  Forbes  survived  him  many 
years,  dvmg  May  10,  1853,  at  the  ape  of  sixty- 
eight.  Dr.  Jotham  Forbes,  a  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  army,  a  brother  of  General  Forbes, 
was  for  some  years  a  resident  of  Wcatherstk Id. 
Vermont. 

Abner  Forbes  (7),  son  of  Aimer  and  Sally 
(Spooner)  Forbes,  was  born  December  10,  1822, 
in  Windsor,  Vermont,  of  which  city  he  was,  dur- 
ing his  early  life,  a  leading  citizen,  lieing  secre- 
tary of  the  Lawrence  &  Uobbins  Manufacturing 
Companv,  and  filling  the  offices  of  town  treasurer 
and  town  clerk.  In  1864  he  removed  lo  St.  Al- 
bans, where  he  became  successively  paymaster, 
cashier  and  auditor  of  the  Central  Vermont  Rail- 
road. He  was  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Vermont,  i.  0\  O.  F.  He  married.  December 
1.  1844.  Katharine  Tucker,  born  April  29,  1827, 
in  Windsor,  youngest  daughter  of  the  Hon.  F.d- 
ward  Raymond  Campbell,  cashier  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Windsor,  magistrate,  county 
treasurer  and  the  incumbent  of  various  other 
offices.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  marked  literary 
ability,  being  the  author  of  "The  Heroine  of 
Scutari  and  Other  Poems,"  a  work  published  in 
1856.  bv  Dana  &  Company.  He  was  senior  war- 
den of  St.  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
Windsor,  and  a  member  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  diocese  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Campbell 
was  the  son  of  Dr.  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Rock- 
ingham. Vermont,  and  a  grandson  of  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  of  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  provincial 
congress  of  1774.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
whom  he  married  January  1,  1812.  was  Anna 
Maria  Cutler,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Cutler, 
of  Bellows  Palls.  Vermont,  the  founder  of  Im- 
manuel  Parish,  in  that  place,  and  sister-in-law 
of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Carlton  Chase,  bishop  of  New 
Hampshire.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  descended  from 
the  Caldwell,  Edwards,  Olcott  and  Bigelow  hm- 
ilies  of  Hartford.  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mv-. 
Forbes  were  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children:  William  Henry,  who  died  in  Chicago, 
Illinois  August  6.  1001  ;  Anna  M.,  widow  of  the 
Hon.  Herbert  Braincrd ;  and  Charles  Spooner. 
mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  Mr.  Forbes  died 
September  S.  1873,  at  St.  Albans,  and  the  dentil 


of  his  wife  occurred  in  the  same  place,  August 
7,  1888. 

Charles  Spooner  Forbes  (8),  son  of  Abner 
and  Katharine  Tucker  (Campbell)  Forbes,  was 
born  August  6,  1851,  in  Windsor,  Vermont,  and 
in  1864  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  St.  Alban*. 
He  had  early  determined  to  follow  the  profession 
of  journalism,  and  at  the  age  ot  seventeen  began 
his  career  as  a  newspaper  man  in  the  office  of  the 
St.  Albans  Transcript.  Later  he  became  Vermont 
manager  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Boston 
Journal,  which  position  he  held  for  twenty  years. 
He  is  the  editor  and  publisher  of  The  Vermonter, 
an  illustrated  monthly  magazine,  and  is  known 
«s  the  author  of  "The  Second  Battle  of  Benning- 
ton." He  holds  the  office  of  United  States  im- 
migrant inspector  for  the  district  of  Vermont. 
In  1888  and  1889  he  served  as  colonel  and  aide- 
de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Governor  William  P. 
Inllingham. 

Colonel  Forbes  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  ami  has  been,  since  attaining  his  majority, 
actively  engaged  in  politics.  His  first  vote  wa> 
cast  in  1872  for  President  Grant,  and  he  was 
prominent  in  that  year  in  the  campaign  club  of 
St.  Albans.  He  has  served  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  various  local  Republican  clubs,  has  been 
secretary  to  the  Republican  state  convention,  and 
was  delegate  and  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
national  convention  of  Republican  clubs  held  in 
New  York  in  1887.  He  has  assisted  in  organizing 
one  hundred  and  fifty  campaign  clubs,  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  various  state  conventions.  He 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Vermont  Republican 
League,  state  commissioner  to  the  World's  C  o- 
lumbian Exposition,  state  commissioner  to  the 
California  Midwinter  Exposition,  secretary  of  the 
Vermont  commission  to  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  inauguration  of  George  Washington,  cele- 
brated in  New  York  in  1880,  secretary  to  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  on  the  Vermont  Dewey  1  )ay 
celebration,  and  has  held  various  other  similar 
positions.  In  December.  tXK<).  he  uccame  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Vermont  di- 
vision, w  hich  office  he  held  for  four  years. 

Colonel  Forbes  has  been  president  of  the  Ver- 
mont Press  Association,  and  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Vermont  Society  of  the  Sous 
of  the  American  Revolution,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  secretary.    He  is  treasurer  01  the 
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Vermont  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  of  which  Ik* 
was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and  holds  the  offic;- 
of  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Vermont  His- 
torical Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  and  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Society  of  Descendants  of 
Colonial  Governors.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  everything  having  a  tendency  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Vermont  League  for 
Good  Roads.  He  is  a  member  and  ex-vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Owl  Club  of  St.  Albans.  Colonel 
Forbes  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke's  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  has  been  treas- 
urer, and  in  which  he  now  holds  the  offices  of 
vestryman  and  parish  clerk.  He  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  several  diocesan  conventions,  and  at  the 
special  diocesan  convention  of  1893  was  one  of 
the  notification  committee  appointed  to  inform 
the  Rev.  Arthur  C.  A.  Hall,  of  Oxford,  England, 
of  his  election  to  the  bishopric  of  Vermont.  Col- 
onel Forbes's  home  is  with  his  only  sister,  Mrs. 
Anna  M.  F.  Brainerd,  widow  of  the  Hon.  Herbert 
Braincrd,  at  60  North  Main  street,  St.  Albans. 

W  ALLACE  N.  HILL. 

Wallace  Norton  Hill,  ex-senator  and  also  one 
of  the  prominent  and  inilucntial  citizens  of 
Starksboro,  Vermont,  was  born  in  that  town, 
January  6,  1843.  Samuel  Hill,  his  grandfather, 
was  born  Aprd  10  1765,  in  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  from 
which  he  received  an  excellent  education.  He 
was  a  son  of  John  Hill,  a  farmer  of  that  town. 
Samuel  Hill  was  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and,  same  years  after  his  marriage, 
about  1805,  removed  to  Starksboro,  Vermont. 
Not  having  the  means  of  transportation  that  we 
enjoy  in  these  days,  the  journey  was  made  on 
horseback,  and  Mr.  Hill  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  that  section  of  the  state,  where  he 
pursued  the  occupation  of  fanning  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  December  15.  1X4.^, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

John  I  (ill,  son  of  Samuel  Hill,  was  lx>rn  Au- 
gust 4.  1 790"  ^>ew  Hampshire,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  Ver- 


m»)iu.  Being  reared  ujion  a  farm,  his  thoughts 
naturally  turned  in  that  direction  when  he  reached 
manhood,  and  throughout  his  life  he  was  engaged 
in  that  occupation  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  oM 
homestead.  He  was  one  of  the  reprcsentative 
men  of  the  town,  and  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican tickvt  to  serve  in  the  legislature,  beside  hold- 
ing various  local  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  It. 
Norton,  who  was  Ixirn  October  27,  1813,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Polly  (Buell)  Norton,  the 
firmer  named  having  been  barn  in  Connecticut, 
and  lived  in  Huntington,  Vermont;  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  died  when  he 
attained  the  age  of  over  eighty  years.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living:  Calista,  widow  of  Moses 
H.  Varnev.  of  Starksboro;  Elma,  wife  of  Robert 
A.  Young,  of  Bristol;  and  Wallace  N.  Hill.  Mr. 
Hill  died  November  9,  1848,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  January  q, 
1843  ;  she  was  one  of  the  first  thirty  members  who 
joined  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church  of  Starks- 
boro, Vermont.  After  her  death,  Mr.  Hill  mar- 
ried Olive  L.  Maxfield,  who  bore  him  a  son. 
Newell  J.,  now  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Bristol. 

Wallace  N.  Hill  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life  in  the  town  of  Starksboro,  where  he  attended 
the  common  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  when  he  removed  to  Huntington. 
Vermont,  and  subsequently  pursued  a  course  of 
study  in  Barre  Academy,  under  the  prcceptorship 
of  Professor  Spaulding.  For  a  short  period  of 
time  he  taught  school,  and  in  1875  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Starksboro,  which  consists  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  ground.  The  farm 
is  a  fine  one,  provided  with  first-class  buildings 
and  every  facility  and  appliance  that  could  con- 
duce to  its  successful  management.  Mr.  Hill  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  and  na- 
tional politics,  considering  all  public  questions 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  patriotic  and  conser- 
vative Republican.  His  influence  was  fully  recog- 
nized bv  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  state  legislature  in 
1884.  serving  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
public  buildings.  He  was  also  elected  to  serve  in 
the  senate  in  tooo.  and  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
miiUc  on  state  prison,  and  a  member  of  joint  cm- 
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miltce  on  claims,  lie  has  also  filled  other  im- 
portant home  offices.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  Patriot  Lodge  No.  33.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hines- 
burg.  Vermont,  having  been  elected  to  fill  all  the 
offices  and  serving  as  tfiaster  for  ten  years.  He 
is  a  faithful  member  and  attendant  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  church,  and  has  served  for  many 
years  in  the  capacity  of  steward. 

On  August  jo,  i86S,  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Harriett  L.  Kinsley,  who  was 
born  on  the  farm  on  which  she  now  resides,  where 
her  father  spent  his  life  and  died,  July  30,  1874,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His  wife.  Miss  Hes- 
ter Caswell,  was  born  in  Huntington,  Vermont, 
and  was  the  mother  of  three  children  :  Emerette. 
Mrs.  James  Madison  Tyler,  who  resides  in  Jones- 
ville,  Vermont :  Betsy,  widow  of  Israel  Eddy,  who 
diet  I  in  Starksboro.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  N.  Hill. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  April  17,  1801, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Two  children 
have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill,  namely: 
Girrie  E..  wife  of  Frank  J.  Hanson,  residing  in 
Starksboro.  and  Nina  11. .  wife  of  Arthur  E.  Clif- 
fortl.  The  latter  has  one  child.  Harold  \V.  Clif- 
ford, and  they  reside  with  her  father.  The  Hill 
home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality,  and  the  circle 
of  their  friends  is  limited  only  by  the  circle  of 
their  acquaintances,  In  the  community  in  which 
Mi.  Hi!i  has  so  long  resided  he  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated for  his  energy,  sagacity  in  business,  his  su- 
perior judgment,  his  unquestioned  integrity  and 
for  the  various  qualities  which  make  him  a  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen  and  loyal  friend. 

FRANK  M.  PAGE. 

Frank  M.  Page,  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Groton,  is  actively  identified  with  the 
legal,  agricultural  and  political  interests  of  the 
town.  He  was  born  in  Topsham,  Vermont,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1845,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Page.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Page,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Groton,  coming  here  from  Cor- 
nish, New  Hampshire,  when  neighbors  were  few 
and  far  between.  From  heavily  timbered  land  he 
reclaimed  a  homestead,  which  has  remained  in 
the  family  until  the  present  time,  being  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  grandson,  Carlos  A.  Page.  He 


married  Merbia  Wormwood,  by  whom  he  had 
eleven  children,  of  whom  four  sons  were  born 
at  one  birth. 

Benjamin  Page,  the  last  survivor  of  the  pa- 
rental household,  died  at  his  home  in  Groton  in 
1897.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  served 
his  fellow  townsmen  in  various  official  capacities, 
being  selectman  several  terms  and  lister.  Of  his 
union  with  Betsey  Frost,  eight  children  were  born, 
namely :  George  \V.,  deceased ;  Carlos  A.,  a  pros- 
perous farmer ;  Cyrus  B.,  also  a  farmer ;  Albert, 
a  resident  of  Groton,  likewise  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits;  Isaiah  F.,  who  is  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Monroe,  New  Hampshire; 
Lizzie,  widow  of  the  late  James  Dunn,  of  Mon- 
roe, New  Hampshire;  Frank  M.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  and  Lucy  J.,  wife  of  Alvin  Leith- 
head,  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  Betsey  Frost 
was  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Betsey  (Morrison) 
Frost,  the  former  a  native  of  Maine,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Vermont. 

Frank  M.  Page  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  attending  the  common  schools  of 
Groton  as  a  boy,  after  which  he  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  Barre  Academy  for  three  years, 
helping  to  pay  his  way  through  this  institution 
by  teaching  school.  He  subsequently  read  law 
with  Mr.  J.  ( >.  Livingston,  of  Montpclier,  ami 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in  1873.  located  in 
Groton,  where  he  has  since  had  a  successful  legal 
practice.  He  likewise  does  much  of  the  survey- 
ing in  this  and  nearby  towns,  and  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  to  some  extent.  An  active, 
public-spirited  man,  he  has  rendered  valuable 
assistance  to  the  town  as  town  agent,  school  di- 
rector, superintendent  of  schools,  lister,  census 
enumerator  and  town  clerk,  in  the  last  named 
office  having  served  continuously  since  his  elec- 
tion in  1808.  In  1876  he  represented  the  town  of 
Groton  in  the  state  legislature.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  his  long,  creditable  official 
record  is  a  partial  recognition  of  the  regard  in 
which  he  is  held,  not  only  by  his  own  party,  but 
by  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

Mr.  Page  married,  in  1876,  Miss  Laura  Wrin- 
kle, a  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Wrinkle,  a  former 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Groton.  She 
died  in  1884.  having  borne  him  three  chilren, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.    One  son,  Leslie 
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W.,  who  was  educated  at  Pcacham  Academy,  died 
in  1898.  Mr.  Page  married,  second,  in  1885, 
Rosalia  Wrinkle,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Of 
this  union  one  son  has  been  born,  Harold  Ray- 
mond Page.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Page  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Page  is  a  member  of 
the  Caledonia  County  Bar  Association. 

HON.  WILLIAM  EDW  ARD  POWERS. 

Hon.  William  E.  l'owcrs,  mayor  of  St.  Al- 
bans. Vermont,  is  to  be  accounted  among  those 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  whose  devotion 
to  their  principles  and  whose  activity  in  giving 
them  advocacy  have  found  suitable  recognition 
at  the  hands  of  their  political  associates,  result- 
ing in  his  frequent  preferment,  and  recently  in  his 
elevation  to  a  position  for  which  he  is  well  quali- 
fied. 

W  illiam  Edward  Powers  was  born  in  St.  Al- 
bans, Vermont,  February  24,  1867,  and  acquired 
an  excellent  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  After  completing  his  stud- 
ies, in  October,  1881,  he  was  appointed  to  a  posi- 
tion in  the  passenger  department  of  the  general 
office  at  St.  Albans  of  the  Central  Vermont  Rail- 
road Company :  he  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
office  until  May  18,  1895,  when  he  was  appointed 
ticket  agent  of  the  same  office.  He  has  been 
connected  with  the  company  for  twenty  years, 
and  during  this  long  period  he  has  commanded 
the  respect  of  his  employers  and  the  patrons  of 
the  road  by  his  uniform  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion, 

In  iKex)  Mayor  Powers  was  elected  to  serve 
.is  alderman  tor  the  fourth  ward  of  St.  Albans, 
and  during  his  term  of  office  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  chnirman  of  the  finance  committee:  he  was 
elected  1. 1  the  board  of  aldermen  from  a  strictly 
Republican  ward,  being  nominated  by  the  Dem- 
ocrats. Previous  to  this  he  had  been  a  strict  par- 
tisan, although  not  offensively  so.  Serving  his 
term  in  office,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
crats and  endorsed  by  the  Republicans  (  this  be- 
ing the  first  instance  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of 
the  city.)  and  was  elected  to  fill  the  responsible 
position  of  mayor  of  the  city  of  St.  Albans, 
Vermont.  During  his  term  of  office  he  fulfilled 
his  duties  in  a  thoroughly  conscientious  manner, 
and  many  important  public  improvements  were 


planned  and  executed.  So  satisfactorily  did  he 
discharge  the  duties  of  this  responsible  office 
that  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  ( 1903)  he  was 
again  nominated,  and  in  addition  he  received  the 
entire  vote  and  endorsement  of  the  citizens  on  the 
Cnion  Ticket  and  also  the  nomination  from  the 
straight  Democratic  party,  receiving  the  entire 
vote  of  all  parties  and  the  unanimous  election. 

Any  one  who  has  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing Mayor  Powers,  as  has  the  writer,  cannot  but 
feel  that  St.  Albans,  in  its  unanimous  choice,  se- 
lected a  man  who  in  every  way  will  fill  the  posi- 
tion with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the  of- 
fice. He  is  one  of  the  most  genial  gentlemen,  ap- 
proachable at  all  times.  Aside  from  the  high  repu- 
tation which  Mayor  Powers  enjoys  from  a  com- 
mendable official  record  and  an  unassailable  po- 
litical reputation,  he  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent, respected  and  useful  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  but  beyond  this 
prefers  the  society  of  his  own  home.  Hon.  Will- 
iam E.  Poweis  was  united  in  marriage,  June  4, 
1888,  to  Miss  Prances  Richey,  and  their  chil- 
dren arc:  Mary,  Theresa,  Mildred,  William,  Ray- 
mond and  Charles  Walter  Powers. 

MARTIN  SCOTT. 

Martin  Scott,  an  old  and  honored  citizen  and 
leading  merchant  of  Brattlelxiro,  Vermont,  be- 
longed to  a  family  the  former  generations  of 
which  had  made  many  migrations  and  witnessed 
many  vicissitudes.  Thomas  Scott,  the  grand- 
father of  Martin  Scott,  born  in  1744.  was  kid- 
napped and  taken  to  Connecticut  between  the 
years  1744  and  17(19.  regard  to  the  place 
of  his  birth  and  the  circumstances  of  his  abduc- 
tion the  record  is  silent,  but  from  the  fact  that 
he  came  in  a  >hip.  the  captain  of  which  bound  him 
to  a  farmer  for  two  years'  pay  in  compensation 
for  bringing  him  over,  it  is  probable  that  he  was 
born  in  England.  At  some  time  subsequent 
to  1769  he  went  to  Halifax,  Vermont,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  died 
June  3.  1802.  He  married  at  Ashford.  Connec- 
ticut, February  16,  1769,  Sarah  Hale,  and  had 
ten  children:  Clarissa,  Thomas,  Abel,  Sallie, 
Asahel,  Joel,  Henry,  James,  Elijah  and  Ruby. 
Mrs.  Scott  died  February  27,  1805. 
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James  Scott,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Hale)  Scott,  was  a  man  who  filled  various  local 
offices,  among  others,  that  of  captain  of  militia. 
He  was  born  October  26,  1781,  and  died  May  27, 
i860.  He  married,  April  12,  1810,  Clarissa 
Smith,  born  July  23,  1787,  and  had  eight  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Thomas,  born  in  181 1; 
Jonas,  born  in  1812;  Henry,  born  in  1813 ;  Al- 
son,  born  in  1816;  Oshea,  born  in  1818;  Claris- 
sa, born  in  i8ry;  James,  born  in  1821 ;  Martin, 
born  in  1824;  Horace,  born  in  1826;  Lucy,  born 
in  1829;  and  Sarah,  born  in  1830.  Mrs.  James 
Scott  died  March  31,  1879,  and  only  two  of  her 
children  survive  her. 

Clarissa  Smith  was  the  daughter  of  Jonah 
and  Deborah  (Ay res)  Smith.  Jonah  Smith  was 
born  May  2,  1754,  died  in  October,  1813.  Deb- 
orah Ayres  was  born  August  29,  1754,  died  in 
July,  1802.  Their  children  were:  Jonathan,  born 
February  26,  1783,  died  in  June,  1857;  Sarah, 
born  May  8,  1785:  Clarissa,  born  July  23,  1787, 
died  March  31,  1879;  Oshea,  born  September 
25,  1789,  died  April  14,  1863.  Mrs.  Christine 
Ayres,  wife  of  William  Ayres,  father  of  Mrs. 
Scott's  mother,  died  December  12,  1805,  aged 
seventy-four  years. 

Martin  Scott,  son  of  James  and  Clarissa 
(Smith)  Scott,  was  born  February  22,  1824,  in 
Halifax,  Vermont,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion, and  afterward  kept  a  country  store.  In 
1875  he  removed  to  Brattleboro,  where,  in  part- 
nership with  one  of  his  sons,  he  conducted  a 
grocery  store,  doing  a  flourishing  business,  which 
some  years  since  was  sold  out  to  Stickncy  Broth- 
ers, Mr.  Scott  at  that  time  retiring  from  business. 
Mr.  Scott  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
townsmen,  and  while  at  Halifax,  Vermont,  was 
elected  to  the  offices  of  lister,  selectman,  serving 
at  one  time  as  chairman  of  the  board,  constable 
and  assemblyman.  Mr.  Scott  also  filed  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  from  1854  to  1861 
represented  the  town  in  the  state  legislature. 

Mr.  Scott  married.  June  10,  1S46.  Fannie 
Hinsdale  Larrabee.  born  November  28,  1825, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Cynthia  (Olds)  Lar- 
rabee. of  Halifax.  Vermont.  Their  children  are: 
Frank,  a  railroad  engineer,  now  living  in  Texas, 
married  Fmnia  Rogers,  of  Indiana,  and  has  two 
children.  Jessie  and  Fannie.  Jonas,  born  in  1852, 
also  engaged  in  the  railroad  business,  married 


Lilly  Linck.  and  is  a  resident  of  Wabash,  Indiana. 
Freeman,  born  in  1854,  a  resident  of  Brattle- 
boro,  married  Lizzie  Adams,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Minnie,  Arthur  and  Horace.  Ella  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  in  1880,  then  taught 
three  years  in  the  public  schools  of  Brattleboro, 
and  later  in  the  well  known  Clark  School  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
where  she  remained  eleven  years ;  sue  then  filled 
for  five  years  the  position  of  principal  of  the 
Mystic  Oral  School,  and  since  then  has  been  de- 
voting her  time  to  a  private  pupil  at  her  home, 
in  Montreal,  until  her  marriage,  October  8,  1902, 
to  Mr.  George  K.  Warner,  of  Brattleboro.  The 
results  of  her  system  of  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dumb  oral  expression  are  almost  marvelous, 
enabling  them  to  dispense  with  the  sign  lang- 
uage and  to  express  themselves  by  means  of  the 
vocal  organs.  She  was  by  reason  of  her  labors 
in  behalf  of  this  afflicted  class,  a  benefactor  of 
her  race.  Leslie,  the  fifth  and  youngest  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  is  a  resident  of  New  York, 
married  Ada  Richardson,  and  has  one  child. 
M  ildred. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Hinsdale  (Larrabee)  Scott  died 
in  Brattleboro,  Vermont.  May  25,  1902,  her  death 
lieing,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  a  grandchild 
which  occurred  at  the  age  of  a  few  weeks,  the 
first  break  which  has  taken  place  in  the  family 
circle.  The  funeral  was  largely  attended,  the 
many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  uniting  in 
paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  one  whose 
kindly  disposition  and  tenderness  of  heart 
had  endeared  her  to  all  by  whom  she  was 
known.  Mrs.  Scott  possessed  a  well  in- 
formed mind  and  a  retentive  memory, 
and  was  extremely  interesting  in  conversation. 
She  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Universalist 
church,  never  missing  a  Sunday  unless  through 
an  unavoidable  cause.  Mrs.  Scott  belonged  to 
a  family  which  had  been  for  several  generations 
resident  in  Vermont,  and  had  numbered  among 
its  memlicrs  some  of  the  state's  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens. 

Timothy  Larrabee.  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Scott, 
lived  in  Guilford,  Vermont,  moved  to  Grove,  and 
died  111  that  town.  He  married  Clarissa  Corse, 
and  was  the  father  of  the  following  children: 
Hart  married  Clarissa  Nash,  of  Springfield,  and 
lived  in  Grove,  and  their  children  were  Luanda, 
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Hart.  Kilwani  and  Harriet  Cook;  Ruth  married 
William  Livermore,  lived  in  Ellisburg,  New 
York,  and  had  the  following  children:  Hart, 
Horace,  Marryctta,  Arvilla  and  Flora  Ann;  and 
Timothy  is  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  Mr. 
Larrabee  died  May  7,  1798.  aged  thirty- four 
years. 

Timothy  Larrabee,  son  of  Timothy  and  Clar- 
issa (Corse)  Larrabee,  was  bom  May  1,  i~88, 
in  Guilford,  Vermont,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  later  removed  to 
Halifax,  Vermont,  where  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  a  more  extensive  scale.  Mr. 
J-arrabec  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  holding 
for  many  years  the  office  of  selectman,  and  was 
familiarly  known,  for  what  reason  is  not  stated, 
as  "Captain  Larrabee."  Mr.  Larrabee's  mother 
survived  her  husband  many  years,  dying  Novem- 
ber 7.  1842,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Mr. 
larrabee  married  Cynthia  Olds,  daughter  of 
Thaddeus  and  Helena  Mosher.  Their  children 
were:  Chipman,  born  December  28,  1822.  died 
March  4,  1823;  Harriet,  born  February  23,  1824, 
died  February  23,  1835;  Fannie  Hinsdale,  born 
November  28.  1825.  mentioned  above  as  the  wife 
of  Martin  Scott;  Martha,  born  October  22,  1827, 
married  Abner  Ballou ;  Clarissa,  born  October 
21,  1829,  died  January-  26,  1841:  Cynthia,  born 
August  26,  1831,  married.  January  22,  1862, 
George  Tucker,  a  farmer  of  Halifax,  Vermont, 
where  he  fulled  the  office  of  selectman,  and  died 
January  26.  1880,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Nellie,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Milton  Cooper,  and  has  the  following 
children:  Grace,  born  September  23,  l88y; 
F.va,  horn  August  18,  1891  ;  and  Minnie, 
horn  May  23,  1900.  The  next  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larrabee  was  Timothy,  born 
November  30,  1833,  married  Susan  Stacy;  next 
came  Ira.  born  December  2.  1835.  married  Mary 
Ann  Jenks;  and  last  Lucy,  born  July  7,  1841, 
married  Charles  Stacy.  Timothy  Larrabee  died 
February  26.  18157.  and  his  wife,  Tanuarv  20, 
j  886. 

CHESTER  LORENZO  FISHER. 

On  a  commanding  eminence  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  sections  of  the  beautiful  Green 
Mountain  state,  in  the  vicinity  of  Brattleboro, 


Windham  county,  there  is  located  the  farm  of 
this  worthy  representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  county.  No  more  picturesque 
spot  can  be  found  in  all  of  New  England.  The 
view  commands  a  sweep  of  country  in  which 
thirteen  towns  can  be  distinctly  seen.  Mr.  Fisher 
takes  great  pride  in  the  conduct  of  his  farm,  and 
is  especially  proud  of  a  wood  lot  that  he  owns, 
which  contains  one  of  the  finest  bodies  of  forest 
trees  that  can  he  found  at  this  late  day  in  the 
state.  He  runs  a  general  farming  business,  hut 
gives  especial  attention  to  the  culture  of  the  po- 
tato crop,  growing  as  high  as  a  thousand  bushels 
in  a  single  season. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  in  Brattleboro.  August 
23.  1841.  and  is  the  son  of  Elias  and  Electa 
<  Weatherhead )  Fisher.  For  the  ancestral  his- 
tory of  this  family  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
sketch  of  E.  E.  Fisher,  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Elias  Fisher,  the  father  of  the  immedi- 
ate subject  of  these  memoirs,  was  born  May  20, 
1809,  on  a  farm  in  l.trattleboro,  and  he  lived  in 
Brattleboro  during  his  entire  life.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  atul  was  a  man  of  influence 
in  his  community,  having  for  a  long  number  of 
years  served  in  the  office  of  highway  surveyor. 
He  was  the  father  of  two  children :  Adeline  L., 
Iiorn  December  t(>,  1838.  I>ecaine  the  wife  of  R. 
B.  Robertson,  of  Lcyden.  Massachusetts ;  and 
Chester  L.  The  father  of  the  family  died  April 
7.  1K02,  and  the  mother  October  9,  1885. 

Chester  L.  Fisher  gets  his  farming  proclivi- 
ties honestly,  having  been  horn  on  the  farm  where 
his  great-grandfather  had  lived.  He  has  lived 
a  period  of  fifty -six  years  on  the  farm  which  he 
now  operates,  the  house  having  been  built  by  his 
father  in  1840.  The  farm  consists  of  sixty-one 
acres,  with  an  adjoining  wncxlland  tract  of  sev- 
enty-five acres.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Fisher 
occurred  January  j,  1K64,  to  Miss  Ammerillus 
Burdwin,  of  Hudson.  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
William  II.  Burdwin.  She  was  the  mother  of 
one  son.  Frank  E..  who  was  born  November  7. 
1K04,  and  died  February  14.  i<y>i.  having  lived 
with  his  father  and  engaged  in  farming.  The 
late  Frank  E.  Fisher  married  Marinda  Whitney, 
of  Halifax.  Vermont,  hv  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Charles  F.  and  Robert  W.  Fisher. 

Mr.  Fisher  is  a  man  who  stands  well  in  his 
community.    He  is  justly  proud  of  the  lkMiitiful 
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farm  which  he  possesses,  and  hopes  at  no  distant 
clay  to  see  it  the  site  of  one  of  the  popular  sum- 
mer hotels  which  are  found  so  frequently  through- 
out the  Green  Mountain  state.  The  beautiful 
scenery  and  the  pure  country  air  would  certainly 
make  this  an  ideal  spot  for  an  institution  of  this 
kind. 

ALBERT  DERBY. 

Albert  Derby,  one  of  the  prominent  manufac- 
turers of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  was  born  in 
Walpole,  New  Hampshire,  July  4,  1830,  a  son 
of  Ephraim  and  Elizabeth   (Whitney)  Derby. 
Ephraim  Derby  was  a  son  of  Nathan  Derby,  who 
was  a  successful  and  progressive  farmer  of  Leo- 
minster, Massachusetts,  where  young  Ephraim 
acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
Being  reared  upon  a  farm,  his  thoughts  naturally 
turned  in  that  direction,  and  he  followed  farming 
pursuits  in  the  town  of  Ix-ominster  until  after  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Whitney,  when 
they  removed  to  Walpole,  New  Hampshire,  where 
he  still  continued  in  the  same  line  of  work.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  state  militia,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  all  matters  that  pertained  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  town,  county  and  state.   The  follow  ing 
named  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derby  : 
Albert ;  Amos  G.,  who  was  engaged  in  gold  and 
silver  mining  in  Colorado,  and  latet  in  San  Diego, 
California,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
1".  Bennett,  and  three  children  were  liorn  of  ibis 
union,  and  his  death  occurred  in  tool  ;  Harriett, 
who  married  Daniel  Sischo,  a  stone-cutter  of  West 
Milford.  New  Hampshire:  Anna,  now-  deceased, 
married  George  Hale,  by  trade  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business 
in  Gardner.  Massachusetts,  and  rive  children  were 
born  to  them.    Mr.  Derby  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years,  and  his  w  ife  died  in  her  sixty- 
eighth    year.     Allnrt    Derby,   oldest   child  ot 
Ephraim  and  Elizabeth  Derby,  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Walpole.  but 
the  training  that  fitted  him  for  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  was  obtained  in  the  stem  school  of 
practical  experience.    In  185,7.  w,u*»  1,0  llatl  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  tools  and  im- 
plements in  Mellows  Falls  with  Mr.  Frost  as  his 
partner :  after  several  other  changes  of  members, 


for  short  periods,  Mr.  Franklin  V.  Ball,  in  1882. 
became  associated  with  Mr.  Derby  in  the  busi- 
ness, under  the  style  of  Derby  &  Ball.  The  firm 
now  consists  of  Messrs.  All>crt  Derby  and  Cieorge 
F.  Ball,  son  of  the  former  proprietor.  (Se<? 
sketch  of  George  F.  Ball.)  They  are  the  most 
extensive  and  prominent  manufacturers  of  scythe 
snaths  in  the  world,  and  the  plant  is  located  in  the 
north  part  of  the  village  of  Bellows  Falls,  and  has 
been  enlarged  from  lime  to  time  as  the  business 
has  demanded  increased  facilities ;  it  is  operated 
by  steam  power  and  fully  equipped  with  the  most 
approved  machinery.  They  manufacture  from  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  to  two  hundred  thou- 
sand snaths  per  annum,  of  the  most  improved 
styles,  and  they  find  a  ready  market  in  alt  parts 
of  this  country,  South  America.  Australia,  New- 
Zealand  and  Europe.  Both  partners  are  practical 
mechanics,  understand  every  branch  and  detail 
of  the  business,  and  devote  t.>  it  their  careful  and 
personal  attention,  and  they  have  achieved  great 
financial  success. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Derby  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  has  persistently  refused  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  public  office.  1  le  is  a  Knight 
Templar  of  Hugh  De  I'aync  Commandery  of 
Keene,  having  taken  all  the  preceding  degrees 
at  Bellows  Falls;  he  is  also  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
On  January  1,  1856,  Mr.  Derby  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Martha  1'.  Russell,  and  one 
daughter  was  born  to  tin  in.  Minnie  F..  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  George  M.  Rossmau,  of  Keene, 
New  Hampshire. 

(, FORCE  E.  GIEMAN. 

George  E.  Gilman,  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Brattieboio,  Vermont,  was  born  July 
30,  1855,  at  l'aw  Paw,  Michigan,  a  son  of  Joseph 
Gilman.  He  attended  the  Paw  l'aw  Heights 
school,  where  he  acquired  an  excellent  education. 
When  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
commenced  his  business  career  by  engaging  as  a 
clerk  in  a  mercantile  store  in  l'aw  Faw.  After 
resigning  from  this  position,  he  became  interested 
in  the  exporting  of  horses  in  the  same  city,  and 
he  has  also  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  horses, 
which  business  he  continued  up  to  1898  when  he 
removed  to  BrattleWo,  Vermont,  when  he  im- 
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mediately  entered  into  the  trade  of  shipping 
horses  from  the  west  for  the  southern  market; 
he  handles  as  many  as  twelve  car  loads  or  three 
hundred  horses  a  year.  In  addition  to  this  ex- 
tensive business,  he  deals  in  all  grades  of  horses, 
making  a  sj>ecialty  of  high-priced  saddle  and  har- 
ness horses,  also  single  footers ;  some  of  his  coach 
horses  he  has  disposed  of  for  the  large  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  He  keeps  about  sixty 
horses  in  his  stable,  which  arc  almost  constantly 
in  use.  as  he  was  awarded  the  city  contract  for 
the  trucking  of  Brattleboro,  in  which  he  employs 
twenty  teams  at  a  time.  He  is  also  an  extensive 
dealer  in  grain,  hay  and  feed,  and,  being  an  hon- 
est, high-principled  man,  his  business  has  in- 
creased from  year  to  year  until  now  he  is  the 
foremost  merchant  in  the  city  of  Brattleboro, 
Vermont. 

Mr.  Gilman  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Masonic  order,  and  is  a  member  of  Paw  Paw 
I>odgc.  No.  25,  V.  A.  M. :  Fort  Dummer  Chapter, 
No.  iz,  K.  A.  M. :  Beausant  Commandery.  No. 
7.  K.  T.;  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Sinai  Temple,  Mont- 
pel  ier. 

Mr.  Gilman 's  branch  of  the  Gilman  family  in 
the  new  world  is  traced  as  follows :  In  May, 
1638,  Edward  Gilman.  his  wife,  two  daughters 
and  three  sons.  John.  Edward  and  Moses,  came 
from  the  county  of  Norfolk.  England,  in  a  ship 
called  the  Delight  of  Ipswich.  Edward  Gilman. 
Jr.,  had  a  son.  Edward,  and  built  some  mills  at 
Exter,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  lost  at  sea, 
having  returned  to  England  for  mill  gearing. 

Edward,  third,  had  Edward,  fourth.  l>orn 
April  11,  1681.  Edward,  fourth,  had  Edward, 
fifth,  Antipas,  Jonathan  and  Mary.  Antipas.  son 
of  Edward,  fourth,  married  Lydia  Thing,  and  to 
them  were  born  Antipas,  Samuel.  Edward,  Jon- 
athan. Benjamin,  Nathaniel.  Abigail  and  Debor- 
ah. His  death  occurred  at  Gilmanton.  New 
Hampshire,  in  January.  1703.  Edward  Gilman, 
son  of  Antipas,  Ixwght  the  Gilmanton  Mills  and 
lived  at  Gutterson  Mills  until  he  became  blind, 
when  he  removed  to  Walden.  Vermont,  to  live 
with  his  children.  His  sons  were  Joseph,  who 
married  Betsey  Boody :  David,  who  married  Han- 
nah Kolsome ;  Edward,  who  married  Hepsibeth 
Osgood ;  Noah,  who  married  Esther  Kies ;  Jacob, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Timothy, 
who  married  Sally  Kelby  ;  and  Samuel,  who  mar- 
is * 


ried  Judith  Morrell.  Joseph  Gilman's  children 
were  Elizabeth,  John,  Mary,  Edward,  who  died 
at  one  year  old,  and  Permelia.  David  Gilman's 
children  were,  Polly,  Hannah,  Lydia,  Calvin, 
Luther,  Sally  and  Deana.  Edward  Gilman's  chil- 
dren were,  William,  Amasa,  Sally,  Hiram,  Hor- 
ace and  Anna.  Timothy  Gilman's  children  were 
Desire,  Mary,  Sally  and  Electa.  Samuel  Gil- 
man's children  were  Sarah,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Ma- 
ria, Willard,  Mary,  Semanthia  and  Martha. 

Joseph  Gilman.  father  of  Mr.  George  E.  Gil- 
man. was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  married 
Miss  Atmis  Dole,  of  Northfield,  Vermont,  and 
they  subsequently,  in  the  thirties,  located  in  Paw 
Paw,  Michigan,  where  he  cleared  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  became  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens. He  represented  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature  and  held  numerous  other  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  including  that  of  judge 
of  probate. 

George  E.  Gilman  was  united  in  marriage 
August  23,  1882,  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Avcrill,  and 
the  following  named  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Otto,  Beryl,  Dana  H.  and  Mina  A.  Gil- 
man. 

Mrs.  Lucv  A.  Gilman  is  a  great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Averill.  who  was  lx>rn  in  West1 
minster,  V  ermont,  in  1745.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Robinson,  who  was 
born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1751.  Af- 
ter their  marriage  they  removed  to  Northfield. 
Vermont,  where  they  resitted  for  many  years,  and 
finally  located  in  Westminster,  where  the  follow- 
ing named  children  were  born  to  them:  John, 
horn  in  1 775;  Betsy,  born  in  1777  ;  Amos,  born 
in  1779:  Oliver,  born  in  1782:  Nabhie.  born  in 
1784:  Jesse,  born  in  1786;  Lucy,  born  in  1788: 
Lavina.  born  in  1790;  John,  born  in  1704  ;  Keziah, 
l)Orn  in  1798.  Mr.  Averill  died  in  1823,  and  his 
wife  died  in  1840. 

Captain  Jesse  Averill,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Gilman,  resided  in  the  town  of  Northfield,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  town.  Being  a  man  of  sound  judgment, 
quiet,  unostentatious  manners  and  sterling  hon- 
est), he  was  often  called  upon  in  the  settlements 
of  estates.  He  enteral  upon  his  public  career 
when  quite  young,  and  during  a  period  of  twenty- 
five  years  he  held  almost  every  office  that  the 
town  could  confer  upon  him.    He  was  rcprc- 
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sentalive,  justice  of  the  peace,  selectman,  lister 
and  moderator  of  the  school  committee.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Polly  Loomis,  of  Hinsdale,  Massa- 
chusetts, who  was  born  November  28,  1783. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  union :  Clark, 
born  m  1812;  Marion  P.,  born  in  1814;  Russell, 
born  in  1816;  Thomas,  born  in  1820;  and  David, 
born  in  1823.  All  these  children  were  born  in 
the  town  of  Northfield,  Vermont.  Mr.  Averill 
died  July  25,  i860,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
October  17,  1855. 

Thomas  Averill,  father  of  Mrs.  Oilman,  was 
born  in  Northfield,  Vermont,  June  5,  1820.  He 
received  an  excellent  education,  and,  being  a  dis- 
criminating and  intelligent  student  of  art  and  lit- 
erature, he  was  ranked  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent men  of  his  section  of  the  country.  He  was 
a  writer  for  the  local  press,  and  in  addition  to 
this  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  at  differ- 
ent times  in  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Massachu- 
setts and  Michigan.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Fanny  Howes,  who  was  l)orn  July 
13,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Amos  Howes,  who  was 
born  in  Windham,  Connecticut,  in  1792.  Mr. 
Howes  married  Miss  Mclinda  Bennett,  a  daugh- 
ter of  I.ehhcus  Bennett,  Esq.,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them :  Augustus, 
Harriett,  Fanny,  Lucinda,  Maria  M.,  Elizabeth. 
Seymour,  Adelia  L.,  Edward  H.  and  Lebbeus 
Howes.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Averill:  Jefferson,  born  in  1847;  Theodore, 
born  January  25,  1850:  William  Howes,  born 
November  17,  1853;  Evelyn  M.,  born  November 
22,  1855;  and  Lucy  Arabella,  born  August  29, 
1858.  * 

J.  HENRY  HOLDKN. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  para- 
graph is  now  living  a  retired  life,  owing  to  ill 
health.  His  was  a  life  of  great  activity,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  best  known  mechanical  geniuses  in 
the  state  of  Vermont.  He  was  for  a  long  period 
in  his  earlier  life  one  of  the  leading  railroad- 
bridge  builders  of  the  country,  some  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  his  handiwork  being  still  in  existence  on 
roads  in  New  York  state,  and  also  on  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific  In  the  west.  For  twenty-eight  years 
previous  to  his  retirement  he  was  the  honored 


and  trusted  superintendent  of  the  Estey  Organ 
Company.  Mr.  Holden  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Warwick,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1828.  At  the  age  of 
nine  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  the 
town  of  Orange  in  the  same  county,  where  he 
received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  during  this  period  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  then  he  found  employ- 
ment with  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  Rail- 
road Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  three 
years.  It  was  in  their  service  that  he  learned  the 
principles  of  bridge-building,  and  from  that  time 
for  a  period  of  some  years  he  was  in  charge  of 
that  class  of  work  on  different  roads  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  the  west.  After  fourteen 
years  of  service  in  this  line,  the  last  two  of 
which  had  been  with  the  Missouri  Pacific  sys- 
tem, his  health  failed  him,  and  he  returned  east 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  in  their  shops.  He  then  worked  with 
his  father  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  a  j>eriod, 
which  he  followed  for  some  six  years  succeeding 
1861,  and  also  during  that  time  lie  learned  the 
piano-making  trade.  In  1867  he  came  to  Brattle- 
boro,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Estey  Organ 
Company,  and  from  1871  to  1895  he  was  the 
superintendent  of  that  large  concern. 

Mr.  Holden  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of  the  com- 
mandery.  He  has  also  been  a  prominent  and  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  or- 
ganization he  served  as  trustee,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  building  committee  for  a  period  of 
years,  upon  which  committee  he  was  of  great 
service  on  account  of  his  great  practical  knowl- 
edge. Mr.  Holden  has  reared  a  family  of  very 
interesting  children,  who  have  graced  the  walks 
of  life  in  their  different  lines,  and  who  are  credi- 
tably filling  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He 
was  married  in  1855  to  Ltvina  E.  Ballou,  a 
daughter  of  James  Ballou.  of  Richmond,  New 
Hampshire,  a  prominent  farmer  of  that  vicin- 
ity. To  the  marriage  there  were  born  three  chil- 
dren:  Fred  H.,  a  druggist,  married  Hattie  H. 
Wales  and  has  one  child,  Wales.  The  second 
child  was  Emma  E..  who  married  Oliver  Bas- 
tion, and  has  four  children,  Bert,  Maud,  Fred  and 
Harold.    Mr.  Bastion  is  a  cabinet-maker  in  the 
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employ  of  the  Estcy  Organ  Company.  Hattic 
M.,  who  was  the  other  daughter,  is  with  her  par- 
ents at  home. 

The  father  of  Mr.  H olden  was  Mr.  Chapman 
Holden.  He  was  a  prominent  builder  and  con- 
tractor of  Orange,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  gal- 
lant soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  through  which 
he  served  as  orderly  sergeant.  In  political 
affiliations  he  favored  the  Whigs  in  his  day,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  reared  four  children,  namely:  Maria  L.,  who 
married  Alpheus  Underwood ;  J.  Henry,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Samuel  M.,  who  married  Sar- 
ah J.  Battle,  and  is  now  a  railroad  conductor  on 
the  Boston  &  Maine;  Sawyer  J.,  deceased. 

Mr.  J.  Henry  Holden  is  well  and  favorably 
known  in  the  town  of  Brattleboro,  and  his  many 
fine  qualities  have  attracted  to  him  through  the 
years  of  his  active  manhood  a  large  and  exten- 
sive circle  of  friends.  In  the  evening  of  life  he 
can  look  back  over  the  past  without  regret,  hav- 
ing met  every  duty  faithfully  and  well,  and  for- 
ward to  the  future  without  fear. 

CLARENCE  FREMONT  RUBENS  JENNE. 

Clarence  Fremont  Rubens  Jenne,  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont, 
is  a  worthy  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored 
English  family,  and  the  line  of  descent  is  as 
follows :  John  Jenny,  the  progenitor  of  the  fam- 
ily in  this  country,  was  born  in  Norwich,  Eng- 
land, and,  having  adopted  Puritanism  for  his 
faith  and  belief,  he  was  forced  to  escape  from 
England  in  the  fall  of  1607  or  the  spring  of  1608, 
and  he  sought  refuge  in  Amsterdam,  Holland. 
In  the  fall  of  1608  he  removed  to  Lcyden  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the  church  of  which  John  Rob- 
inson was  pastor.  His  trade  was  that  of  a  brew- 
er, and  he  followed  this  occupation  for  some 
years.  On  November  1.  161 4,  at  Leyden,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Cary,  of 
Mancksoon,  England.  Three  children  were  born 
to  them  in  Holland :  Samuel,  Abigail  and  Sarah 
Jenny.  In  the  summer  of  1623,  a  little  vessel 
(forty  tons)  was  constructed  for  the  Puritans  at 
Leyden.  It  was  christened  the  "Little  James"  and 
in  this  frail  craft  John  Jenne  and  his  family,  in 
company  with  others,  sailed  for  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts.  They  arrived  there  safely  in  August, 


1623,  and  Mr.  Jenny  being  a  well  read  and  highly 
educated  man  soon  became  prominently  identified 
with  the  alTairs  of  Plymouth.  He  served  as  dep- 
uty governor  for  several  years,  and  was  also  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  important  committees  and 
councils.  Mis  duties  were  varied  and  important ; 
he  conducted  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  during 
the  absence  of  die  governor,  and  served  as  justice 
at  the  terms  of  the  general  court;  he  also  dealt 
out  corn  in  payment  of  bounty  for  the  killing  of 
wolves,  and  he  manufactured  salt,  which  is  so 
essential  to  the  wants  of  all  mankind. 

Samuel  Jenny,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Jenny, 
was  born  about  the  year  1616  at  Leyden,  Eng- 
land. He  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents 
when  quite  young  and  settled  in  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ann  Littis,  of  Plymouth.  Nine  children 
were  born  of  this  union. 

John  Jenny,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Littis) 
Jenny,  was  born  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in 
1647  and  by  his  marriage  six  children  were  born. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  year  1727.  Samuel 
Jenny,  son  of  John  Jenny,  was  born  February 
4,  1678,  and  by  his  marriage  had  six  children.  Mr. 
Jenny  died  in  1718.  Job  Jenny,  son  of  Samuel, 
was  born  at  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  July  11, 
1705.  He  served  as  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
church  of  Dartmouth,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, January  II,  1727,  to  Miss  Keziah  Briggs, 
of  Rochester.  Six  children  were  born  to  them. 
Seth  Jenny,  son  of  Job  and  Keziah  Jenny,  was 
born  March  27,  1732.  He  married  Miss  Hannah 
Rider,  and  eleven  children  were  born  to  them, 
Mr.  Jenny  died  May  27,  1807. 

Prince  Jenne  (as  the  name  of  this  line  was 
afterward  spelled),  son  of  Seth  and  Hannah 
Jenny,  was  born  at  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts, 
April  11,  1759.  lie  was  a  Congregational  min- 
ister, and  was  installed  as  pastor  of  a  church  in 
Plymouth,  Vermont,  in  the  year  1805.  On  Jan- 
uary 18,  1781,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lettis  Heyden,  and  they  had  a  family  of 
nine  children.  Mr.  Jenne  died  in  July,  1837,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  at  Plymouth,  Ver- 
mont. 

Reuben  Jenne,  son  of  the  Rev.  Prince  and 
Lettis  Jenne.  was  born  January  24.  1798.  He 
married  Miss  Wealthy  Cady,  of  Kingston,  and 
nine  children  were  born  of  this  union.  Miss 
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Wealthy  Cady  was  born  at  Alstcad,  New  Hamp- 
shire, daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eunice  (Houghton) 
Cady.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenne  died  and  were 
interred  at  Ludlow,  Vermont. 

Benjamin  Rush  Jenne,  son  of  Reuben  and 
Wealthy  Jenne,  was  born  June  13,  1831,  in 
Granville,  Vermont.  For  his  second  wife  he 
chose  Miss  Precepta  Austin,  of  Sheffield,  Mas- 
sachusetts :  she  was  the  daughter  of  Harry  Day 
and  Almira  (Pope)  Austin,  the  latter  being  a 
Dewey  on  the  maternal  side.  They  had  four 
children,  one  of  whom  is  Clarence  Fremont  Ru- 
bens Jenne,  born  November  10,  185O.  Mr.  Jenne 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  recruiting 
a  company  at  Rutland,  Vermont,  of  which  he  was 
elected  the  captain  on  September  10,  1861.  He 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  Sep- 
tember 16,  1861,  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  as  cap- 
tain of  Company  G,  Fifth  Vermont  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  when  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  organized,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps.  He  participated  in  the  following  impor- 
tant battles:  Lee's  Mills,  April  16,  1862;  York- 
town  Heights,  May  4.  1862;  Williamsburg,  May 
5,  1 86 j ;  Golding's  Farms,  June  27,  1862;  Sav- 
age Station,  June  29,  1862.  He  was  wounded  and 
taken  a  prisoner  of  war  June  29,  1862.  and  sent 
to  Libby  Prison,  and  exchanged  at  Fredericks- 
burg, December  13,  1862;  he  was  in  the  battle  of 
Mary's  Heights.  May  3.  1863 :  Salem  Heights. 
May  4,  1863;  Gettysburg.  July  1  and  3.  1863: 
and  Funkstown,  Maryland.  July  12  and  13,  1863. 
After  the  termination  of  the  last  named  battle, 
he  was  sent  to  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  to  drill  re- 
cruits for  the  army,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1863  and  the  early  part  of  18C4  was 
in  command  of  the  camp.  During  the  summer  of 
1864  he  was  detailed  to  go  to  New  Haven.  Con- 
necticut, where  he  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
camp  at  Grape  Vine  Point,  adjacent  to  the  city 
of  New  Haven.  When  the  time  of  bis  enlistment 
expired  he  was  mustered  out  at  camp  in  the  field. 
September  in,  1864,  and,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  went  to  Brattlelxiro,  Vermont,  where 
he  entered  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the 
United  States  Volunteers  as  a  civilian,  ami  re- 
mained as  such  for  one  year.  At  the  close  of  the 
was  he  was  brevetled  major  by  the  United  States 
government. 


Clarence  Fremont  Rubens  Jenne,  eldest  son' 
of  Benjamin  and  Precepta  Jenne,  was  born  in 
Lee,  Massachusetts,  November  10,  1856.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  Brattleboro  high 
school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1874.  Immediately  after  his  graduation 
he  entered,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  the  insurance 
office  which  was  conducted  by  his  father,  and  he 
remained  in  his  employ  until  1878,  when  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  Mr. 
Sidney  H.  Sherman,  who  had  previously  been 
associated  with  his  father  in  business. 
The  firm  was  known  under  the  style  of 
Sherman  &  Jenne;  they  were  very  suc- 
cessful from  the  beginning,  owing  to  their  honor- 
able, upright  and  conscientious  business  dealings. 
This  association  continued  until  the  death  of  the 
former,  which  occurred  in  1898,  and  since  then 
Mr.  Jenne  has  conducted  the  business  alone. 
Among  some  of  the  imj)ortant  companies  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Jenne  are  the  following:  the  Mut- 
ual Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  the 
<  >ld  Vermont  Mutual  insurance  Company  of 
Montpelicr,  and  a  large  line  of  English  and  New 
Vork  fire  insurance  companies.  Mr.  Jenne  was 
one  of  the  incor|*orators  of  the  Brattleboro  Sav- 
ings Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Sherman,  his  father-in- 
law,  was  vice  president  for  several  years. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Jenne  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  commit- 
tee work.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Nat- 
ional Guard  for  live  years,  and  acts  as  colonel 
of  the  Vermont  division  of  the  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans, of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  the  past 
twenty  years :  he  succeeded  Colonel  Fletcher  D. 
I'rocioi.  He  has  held  all  the  chairs  and  served 
on  the  stall  of  Commander-in-Chief  Dr.  Abbott, 
of  Chicago.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  and  the  Loyal  Legion.  Mr. 
Jenne  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic 
order,  being  a  member  and  acting  as  treasurer  of 
Columbia  Lodge,  F.  A.  M.,  Fort  Dummer  Chap- 
ter. R.  A.  M.,  Knights  Templar  and  of  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  and  a  consistent  member 
of  the  First  Baptist  church,  of  which  he-  is  one 
of  the  hoard  of  trustees.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Vermont  Wheel  Club. 

On  September  15.  1NK0.  Mr.  Jenne  was  united' 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  May  Sherman,  and  their 
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two  children  are:  Mary  Pauline,  born  April 
10.  1884,  a  student  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College;  and 
Sherman  Austin,  born  August  24,  1887. 

Mrs.  Jenne  is  a  descendant  of  Henry  Sher- 
man, of  Dedham,  Essex  county,  England,  a  cloth- 
ier by  trade.  He  emigrated  from  Suffolk  county, 
Kngland,  where  he  was  probably  born,  having 
m  his  possession  the  Suffolk  county  Sherman 
out  of  arms.  He  married  Miss  Agnes  Butler. 
<  if  their  children,  Henry  Sherman  had  six  sons, 
"iic  of  whom,  John  Sherman,  was  born  in  Ded- 
hnm.  England,  and  died  prior  to  1625,  and  who 
limtried  Grace  Macon. 

John  Sherman,  son  of  John  and  Grace  (Ma- 
con) Sherman,  was  born  in  Dedham,  England,  in 
1613.  He  came  to  this  country  from  Ipswich, 
F.n^land,  in  the  ship  Elizabeth  in  1634;  he  em- 
barked in  April  of  that  year,  and  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton, in  June,  1034,  and  settled  in  Watertown, 
Massachusetts.  He  was  admitted  freeman,  May 
16,  1637,  was  elected  to  serve  as  land  surveyor 
and  selectman  many  times  between  the  years 
1637  and  i(»8o;  he  served  as  town  clerk,  and  was 
afterward  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the 
state  legislature.  He  was  chosen  ensign  of  the 
state  troops,  and  there  derived  his  title  of  Captain 
John.  He  also  acted  as  steward  of  Harvard 
College  in  1662.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Pal- 
mer, daughter  of  William  Palmer  and  his  first 
wile. 

Joseph  Sherman,  son  of  John,  was  born  May 
u.  1050.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  town,  be- 
ing often  chosen  to  fill  the  positions  of  select- 
man, assessor  and  representative  in  1772-3-4-5. 
He  married.  November  18,  1073,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Winship,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

John  Sherman,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
Sherman  was  born  January  11,  1674.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  grantees  of  the  town  of 
Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts ;  lie  came  from  Marl- 
Wo,  and  with  forty  other  citizens  paid  three 
mun.ls,  twelve  shillings,  for  the  use  of  the  prov- 
ince. He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marv 
Hullen. 

Joseph  Sherman,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Bul- 
)<io  Sherman,  was  born  in  Marlboro,  May  Q. 
'703.  He  enlisted  from  Sudbury  in  Captain 
l^aikin'<  Company  in  the  Crown  Point  expe- 
dition.    He  was  one  of  the  original  sixteen 


founders  of  the  first  Congregational  church  in 
Marlboro,  Massachusetts.  He  married  Miss  Sar- 
ah Perham,  of  Sutton. 

Joseph  Sherman,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Sherman,  was  born  August  15,  1742.  At  the 
age  of  thirty-five  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  and  participated  in  many  of  the  bat- 
tles. He  married  Miss  Abigail  Muzzy,  Febru- 
ary 4.  1766,  and  died  in  Morristown,  New  Jer- 
sey, during  the  winter  of  1777. 

Nathan  Sherman,  son  ot  Joseph  ami  Abigail 
Sherman,  was  born  December  6,  1767.  He  emi- 
grated in  1790,  to  Dover,  Vermont,  and  was  a  sil- 
versmith by  trade,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  joined 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Stearns,  daughter  of 
William  Stearns,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
and  who  died  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-seven. 

Joseph  Sherman,  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary 
Sherman,  was  born  June  12,  1794.  He  was  a 
clothier  by  trade  and  he  also  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  married  Miss  Chloe  Hay- 
ward,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Dover,  Vermont. 
Mrs.  Chloe  (Hayward)  Sherman  was  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  ( Pease)  Hayward. 

Sidney  Harvey  Sherman,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Chloe  Sherman,  was  born  May  n.  1828,  in  Do- 
ver, Vermont.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  commenced  his  business  career  as 
a  clerk  in  the  store  of  P.  F.  Perry,  in  Dover 
Center;  later  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
was  engaged  as  a  bookkeeper  for  the  New  York 
Wire  Mills.  After  being  engaged  in  trade  in  vari- 
ous places,  he  returned  to  Dover,  Vermont,  and 
held  the  position  of  postmaster  there  for  many 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  town,  having  at  one  time 
or  another  filled  all  the  prominent  offices  in  the 
gift  of  the  town:  delegate  to  the  constitutional 
convention  in  1870,  representative  in  1872-3,  se- 
lectman, 1864;  town  clerk.  Dover,  1869  to  1873. 
He  was  drafted  in  1861.  and  secured  a  substi- 
tute and  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  raising 
of  funds  by  the  town  of  Dover  to  defray  war  ex- 
penses. Mr.  Sherman  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  having  been  Artie  H.  Perry.  After 
her  death,  which  occurred  February  16,  1858, 
he  married,  at  North  Leverett,  Massachusetts. 
January  2,  T859,  Miss  Mary  E.  Farnsworth. 
<laughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Nichols)  Farns- 
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worth,  of  Halifax,  Vermont.  Anna  (Nichols) 
Farnsworth  was  the  daughter  of  Rhoda  (Carpen- 
ter) Nichols,  whose  father  was  Benjamin  Car- 
penter, second  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state  of 
Vermont.  Their  daughter  Ida  May  became  the 
wife  of  Clarence  F.  R.  Jennc. 

Mrs.  Jenne  is  well  known  throughout  the 
state  in  various  patriotic  circles,  having  organ- 
ized the  "Society  of  the  United  States  Daugh- 
ters of  1812,"  and  among  other  notable  events 
in  the  history  of  that  society,  while  Mrs.  Jenne 
was  the  state  president,  they  entertained  Lieuten- 
ant Richard  Fierson  Hobson,  who  gained  such 
fame  during  the  Spanish-American  war.  Mrs. 
Jenne  also  acts  in  the  capacity  of  national  treas- 
urer of  the  same  society.  She  served  as  treas- 
urer of  the  Brattleboro  Chapter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  secretary  of  the 
Brattleboro  Woman's  Club;  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Vermont  Society  of  Colonial  Dames ; 
and  has  been  the  president  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
and  is  very  active  and  prominent  in  various  re- 
lations in  the  Baptist  church  of  Brattleboro,  hav- 
ing sung  in  the  choir  for  fifteen  years,  and  be- 
ing especially  active  in  charitable  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  church. 

JOHN  J.  RETTING. 

John  J.  Retting,  a  retired  merchant  of  I'.rat- 
leboro,  Vermont,  was  born  in  Klutz.  Mccklen- 
burg-Schwerin,  Germany,  February  5.  1824,  a 
son  of  Frederick  Retting,  a  resident  of  Schwcrin, 
Germany,  where  he  was  educated  for  the  minis- 
try, but  instead  of  following  that  profession  he 
was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in  teaching 
school.  John  J.  Retting  was  only  a  very  small 
child  when  his  father  died,  but  he  was  reared 
under  his  mother's  watchful  care,  and  attended 
the  industrial  schools  of  his  native  town,  where 
he  learned  the  furniture  trade.  lie  was  very 
bright  and  proficient  in  his  studies  and  after  leav- 
ing school  his  guardian  prepared  him  for  col- 
lege, where  he  intended  to  pursue  a  theological 
course.  But  failing  to  do  this,  he  served  three 
years  at  the  furniture  trade,  and  after  the  expi- 
ration of  this  period  of  time  he  was  employed 
"as  journeyman"  the  following  seven  years,  work- 
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ing  in  various  large  cities.  In  1848  he  partici- 
pated in  the  revolution  for  freedom  and  liberty, 
and  after  the  struggle  was  over  he  left  Germany 
in  order  to  escape  persecution,  and,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  whom  he  had  just  married,  set  sail 
on  an  American  vessel  for  this  country.  They 
were  thirteen  weeks  crossing  the  Atlantic,  and 
landed  in  New  York  city  January  29,  1849.  They 
resided  there  until  October  2,  1850,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  and  followed 
his  trade  as  a  journeyman  to  the  year  1857.  He 
made  the  figure  of  goddess  of  liberty  which  sur- 
mounts the  state  house  at  Montpelicr,  Vermont, 
for  which  he  received  five  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars; the  figure  is  made  of  wood,  fourteen  feet 
high,  six  and  a  half  feet  across  the  shoulders 
and  weighs  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds. 
In  1858  Mr.  Retting  established  a  furniture  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  Brattleboro,  which  he 
continued  until  1880,  when  failing  health  com- 
pelled him  to  retire.  In  the  legitimate  channels 
of  trade  John  J.  Retting  won  the  success  which 
always  crowns  well  directed  labor,  sound  judg- 
ment and  untiring  perserverance,  and  all  with 
whom  he  has  had  business  dealings  repose  the 
highest  confidence  in  him.  He  commanded  a 
good  trade  and  had  for  his  patrons  many  of  the 
best  people  of  the  city,  and  as  a  result  of  his 
careful  business  methods  he  was  able  to  retire 
after  acquiring  much  valuable  real  estate  in  the 
locality.  He  purchased  six  squares  on  which  he 
erected  handsome  residences  and  afterward  dis- 
posed of  them,  and  in  this  manner  he  realized 
a  goodly  profit.  His  property  is  reputed  to  be 
worth  forty-two  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Retting 
is  prominently  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  the  oldest  past 
grand  patriarch  in  the  state  of  Vermont ;  he  is 
also  a  past  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  state  of  Vermont.  In  his  religious  beliefs 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Brattleboro,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Retting  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Louisa  M.  Kline,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Leopold  Retting,  born 
December  17,  1849,  was  only  eight  months  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Vermont,  where, 
after  acquiring  an  education  in  the  public  schools, 
he  learned  the  furniture  trade  and  succeeded  his 
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father  in  the  business.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having 
joined  Wantastiqtiiet  Lodge,  No.  5,  in  1871. 
of  which  he  has  been  master ;  he  was  also  grand 
master  in  1892  of  the  Orand  Lodge  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  grand  patriarch  in  1883,  grand  rep- 
resentative to  Southern '  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
years  1885,  1886  and  again  in  1890.  He  is  also 
a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  member  of  Columbia 
Lodge  No.  36,  a  member  of  the  Red  Men,  Tribe 
No.  2,  and  a  member  of  the  Protective  Grange. 
He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Fuller  Bat- 
tery, and  is  a  consistent  and  faithful  meml>er  of 
tlie  West  Baptist  church  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Leonard,  daugh- 
ter of  H.  O.  Leonard,  of  Walpole,  New  Hamp- 
shire; they  have  one  child,  Florence  L.  Retting. 

Charles  F.,  second  son  of  John  J.  Retting, 
born  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  February  13,  1854,^ 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  is  now  a  furniture  manufacturer  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  where  he  conducts 
a  business  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally; his  specialty  is  society  room  furniture.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  uf  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Elks,  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Sartwell,  and  their  two  children  arc  Charles  and 
Louise  Retting. 

John  H.,  third  son  of  John  J.  Retting,  born 
in  Brattleboro,  April  20,  1857,  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  is 
now  actively  connected  with  the  S.  S.  Smith 
Company.   He  married  Miss  Hattic  Rice. 

Frederick  VV.,  fourth  son  of  John  J.  Retting, 
born  in  Brattleboro,  May  12,  after  obtain- 

ing an  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  removed  to  Pittsburg,  Kansas, 
where  he  secured  employment  in  the  auditing 
department  of  the  Santa  Fc  Railroad.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Lizzie  Lange,  and  their  children  are 
Hattie  and  Freddy. 

Minnie,  only  daughter  now  living  of  John  J. 
Retting,  born  :n  Brattleboro.  April  26,  1859, 
married  VV.  S.  Bishop,  a  mechanical  engineer  em- 
ployed in  the  building  of  electrical  machinery  in 
New  Haven,  Connecticut.  They  have  no  child- 
ren. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Retting  were  also 
born  three  other  children,  who  are  now  deceased. 


Mrs.  Retting  passed  away  April  12,  1900,  after 
she  and  her  husband  had  passed  a  happy  married 
life  for  more  than  a  half  century,  fifty-two  years. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  FULLER. 

This  gentleman  is  a  member  of  the  distin- 
gushed  family  whose  name  is  engraved  in  the 
annals  of  Vermont  in  the  person  of  Ex-Governor 
Levi  K.  Fuller,  who  was  a  brother  of  our  honor- 
ed subject,  and  to  whose  sketch  the  reader  is 
referred  for  information  concerning  the  Fuller 
family  history.  George  Washington  Fuller 
was  horn  in  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire, 
September  11,  1839.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont.  His 
life  has  been  that  of  a  mechanical  genius.  From 
an  early  date  he  discovered  qualities  of  mind 
which  led  him  into  mechanical  pursuits.  Imme- 
diately upon  leaving  school  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Rutland  Railroad  and  repair  shops 
at  Bellows  l  ulls,  where  he  passed  a  period  of 
years,  and  was  then  connected  with  the  Vermont 
Valley  Railroad  shops  as  foreman.  After  a 
period  of  years  here  he  became  connected  with 
the  machinery  department  of  Estey  &  Green,  who 
are  known  the  world  over  as  the  manufacturers 
of  the  Estey  organ  and  other  well  known  musi- 
cal instruments.  Mr.  Fuller  has  had  continuous 
service  with  this  company  for  a  period  of  forty 
years,  and  has  been  in  the  service  of  three  genera- 
tions of  the  Estey  family.  He  has  been  a  most 
trusted  employe,  and  has  been  in  the  closest 
confidence  of  his  employers  during  all  of  that 
time.  When  he  began  with  the  company  he  was 
the  twelfth  man  in  their  employ,  and  he  has  lived 
to  see  the  day  when  they  employ  six  hundred  men. 
During  that  time  he  has  not  only  had  charge  of 
the  machinery  connected  with  the  Estey  factory, 
but  at  different  times  has  superintended  other 
departments  of  the  work.  For  quite  a  period 
the  Estey  company  furnished  gas  to  the  city  of 
Brattleboro  from  this  private  gas  plant  and  Mr. 
Fuller  had  charge  of  the  plant  during  that  time. 
He  also  makes  frequent  trips  to  Owasso,  Michi- 
gan, to  look  after  the  machinery  in  the  company's 
large  plant  at  that  place.  It  thus  will  appear 
that  Mr.  Fuller  is  an  invaluable  employe,  and 
as  such  holds  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Estey 
company.    Fraternally  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  member 
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of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
ha-  been  since  i8<>8  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  married,  April 
20,  1862,  Mary  '/..  Phippin,  a  <laughter  of  Bcnja- 
min  l'hippin,  and  she  resided  in  Westminster. 
Three  interesting  children  were  born  to  the  mar- 
riage, Walter  G..  an  electrician  in  the  employ 
of  the  F.stey  Organ  Company  and  unmarried  ;  Al- 
bert M.,  an  engineer  on  the  Wisconsin  Central 
Railway,  residing  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  Morton  C.  and 
Benjamin  H. :  Abbey  E.,  the  youngest  child,  mar- 
ried Francis  H.  Spencer,  an  office  employe  of  the 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  a  genial,  whole-souled  gentle- 
man, whose  genius  has  mastered  the  situation  at 
all  times  during  his  life,  and  he  can  look  back 
over  the  past  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  done 
his  duty  in  meeting  bravely  every  difficulty  that 
has  presented  itself,  and  with  the  further  satis- 
faction that  he  has  overcome  them  all.  He  is  a 
credit  to  the  ranks  of  the  skilled  workmen  of 
the  Green  Mountain  state. 

LORENZO  DOW  THAYER. 

Lorenzo  D.  Thayer,  a  highly  esteemed  and 
honored  citizen  of  Rrattleboro,  Vermont,  was  born 
at  Dummerston.  Vermont,  April  19,  1827,  a  son 
of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Dutton)  Thayer.  Jona- 
than Thayer,  grandfather  of  Lorenzo  D.  Thayer, 
was  a  prominent  resident  for  a  number  of  years 
of  the  town  of  Dummerston,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  a  very 
intelligent  man.  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner 
and  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient  worker  for  the 
church,  where  he  was  familiarly  known  as  Deacon 
Tltaver.  His  children  were :  Aden,  Lewis,  Thad- 
dens.  I  utber.  Jonathan,  Otis,  Hannah  and  Rhoda 
Thayer,  and  several  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
Mr.  Thayer  died  in  the  town  of  Whitingham. 
Vermont. 

Captain  Jonathan  Thayer,  father  of  Lorenzo 
D.  Thayer,  was  born  in  Dummerston.  Vermont, 
and  was  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  that 
town  for  his  education.  He  was  an  expert  me- 
chanic and  engaged  in  various  occupations ;  he 
built  a  number  of  the  mills  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  and  in  addition  he  purchased  a  small 


tract  of  land,  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  which  he 
cultivated  and  improved,  meeting  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  Mr.  Thayer  always  gave  his 
support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  local 
affairs.  He  served  as  .captain  of  a  Floodwood 
Company  of  militia,  and  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  01  the  town.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Dutton,  and  the  following  named  children 
were  born  to  them :  Asa  Dutton,  Stephen  Ebe- 
nczer.  John  Smith.  <  His.  Lorenzo  Dow,  Sarah, 
Marcia,  and  Ellen  Thayer.  Mr.  Thayer  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  and  his  wife  died 
in  her  seventy-first  year. 

Lorenzo  Dow  Thayer,  son  of  Captain  Jona- 
than and  Sarah  Thayer,  acquired  his  education 
in  the  old  district  school  in  Dummerston,  known 
as  "Slab  Hollow,"  and  when  he  attained  the  age 
.of  fourteen  years  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade 
in  the  shop  which  was  conducted  by  his  brother. 
Stephen  Ebenezer  Thayer,  as  West  Townshend. 
He  remained  with  him  until  he  reached  his  major- 
ity, when  he  removed  to  Brattleboro  and  suc- 
cessfully  conducted  his  trade  there  for  twenty 
years.  He  also  purchased  a  farm  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  village,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  highly  productive  land,  and  this  he 
cultivated  for  thirty-two  years.  Shortly  after 
purchasing  his  farm  he  disposed  of  fifty  acres, 
and  in  1902  he  sold  the  remaining  two  hundred 
acres  to  Hooker  W  inchester,  of  Wilmington, 
Vermont.  Mr.  Thayer  then  removed  into  the 
village,  which  he  had  served  for  many  years  in 
numerous  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  was  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  united  in  marriage  May  28. 
1S51,  to  Mi^s  Esther  Walker,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Sewall  Walker.  <<i  Dummerston.  Vermont.  Six 
children  were  horn  to  them,  namely:  Sewall 
Otis,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Brattleboro,  who 
married  Jennie  Sait well,  and  their  children  are 
Ralph.  Kenneth  and  Roliert  Thayer;  Lucretia, 
who  resides  at  home:  Hattie  M..  also  resides  at 
home;  their  other  three  children  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Thayer  is  a  man  of  strong  will,  of  great 
energy  and  of  strict  adherence  to  the  course 
which  he  believes  to  he  ripht.  and  commands 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
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ISAAC  BURNETT  TAFT. 

We  3re  pleased  to  have  the  privilege  of  pre- 
senting for  the  consideration  of  our  readers  the 
record  of  a  very  old  and  honorable  family,  whose 
different  members  for  three  centuries  have  been 
actively  and  prominently  connected  with  the  life 
of  New  England.  The  record  will  be  somewhat 
imperfect  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  securing 
authentic  data,  but  what  is  here  presented  will  be 
of  great  interest  to  the  friends  of  the  family. 
The  first  member  of  the  family  of  whom  we  have 
authentic  information  was  the  grandfather  of  tin- 
deceased  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  name  was 
Isaiah  Taft.  He  passed  his  early  life  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Dummerston,  and  later  in  Newfane.  His 
wife's  maiden  name  was  Hattie  Kerpcr.  One 
of  his  sons  was  Caleb  Taft,  who  became  the  father 
of  Isaac  I  J.  Taft.  Caleb  Taft  married  Mary  Bur- 
nett, who  became  the  mother  of  Edson,  Isaac  1!., 
Lydia  and  Charles.  He  lived  out  his  lifetime  in 
the  same  neighborhood  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight. 

Mr.  Isaac  B.  Taft  was  born  in  Newfane.  April 
28,  1824,  and  died  at  his  home  in  District  No. 
6.  near  Brattleboro,  August  3,  1901,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  In  early  life  his  parents 
were  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  West  Dum- 
merston, a  station  at  which  the  old  stage  horses 
were  changed  on  the  trip  from  Townshend  to 
Brattleboro,  and  which  property  was  owned  by 
Mr.  Taft  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Arriving  at 
maturity  Mr.  Taft  married  Miss  Hariett  Cham- 
pion at  her  home  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  the  date 
being  1852.  They  soon  came  to  this  vicinity  and 
settled  on  a  farm,  the  old  "Chamberlain  place," 
now  owned  by  Daniel  Barber.  The  family  consist- 
ed of  five  children :  Prank,  deceased ;  John.  West 
Dummerston;  Burr,  Norfolk,  Nebraska;  Nora, 
deceased  ;  and  Guv,  of  Brattleboro. 

Mr.  Taft  was  a  great  power  for  good  during 
his  lifetime,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
classes  of  people.  We  are  privileged  to  quote 
the  following  from  the  Vermont  Phoenix,  a  news- 
paper published  in  his  home  community:  "Mr. 
Taft  was  known  as  a  real  forty-niner.  He  and 
his  brother  Charles  started  for  the  famous  gold 
fields  in  California  in  1849.  They  went  in  a  sail- 
ing vessel  called  Barque  Rochellc  around  Cape 
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Horn,  a  long,  tedious  and  somewhat  perilous 
journey.  Mr.  Taft  remained  three  years  and  five 
months  in  California,  when  he  was  glad  to  re- 
turn to  civilization.  Our  deceased  friend  was  a 
pleasant,  accommodating  neighbor  and  successful 
farmer.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  business  ca- 
pacitv.  as  was  shown  by  his  well  tilled  acres  and 
in  connection  with  his  duties  as  director  of  the 
Grange  store,  in  which  organization  he  served 
until  after  the  store  was  removed  to  its  present 
site.  Mr.  Taft  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Pro- 
tective Grange,  and  also  of  Windham  County 
Pomona  Grange,  and  he  had  held  several  offices 


FRANK  TAFT. 

in  both  societies.  He  did  much  for  their  advance- 
ment from  the  very  first  by  his  words  of  wisdom 
and  encouragement. 

Mr.  Taft's  widow  still  survives  him.  C )f  their 
children  the  two  deceased  members  arc  worthv 
of  some  further  notice.  Frank  Taft  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-three  years,  having  spent  much  of 
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his  life  in  his  native  town  of  Brattleboro.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  the  high  school,  being  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1884.  After  his  graduation  he  became 
connected  with  the  machine  shops  of  Brattleboro. 
and  Smithville,  New  Jersey,  and  Hartford.  Con- 
rtecticut,  and  later  took  up  the  study  of  electricity. 
Finally  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Brattle- 
boro electric  light  works,  a  position  which  he  held, 
for  six  years,  and  then  became  connected  with  a 
machine  business  in  Greenfield.  He  later  went  to 
Norfolk,  Nebraska,  to  recuperate  his  failing 
health.  He  was  unsuccessful  in  that  aim  and  died 
there  September  25,  1901.  He  was  a  young  man 
whose  distinguishing  characteristics  were  hi* 
great  energv  and  perseverance  in  anything  that 
he  undertook.  His  death  was  a  severe  loss  to 
his  family  and  to  the  community  at  large. 

Of  the  second  deceased  child,  Xora,  it  may  be 
said  Uiat  no  more  lovely  character  was  ever  con- 
nected with  the  social  life  of  Brattleboro.  She 
was  reared  in  this  community  and  graduated  at 
the  high  school,  after  which  she  attended  the 
Westfield  Normal  School,  where  she  graduated  in 
1888.  For  a  number  of  years  thereafter  she  was 
a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the  Brattle- 
boro schools  and  also  at  West  Newton,  Massa- 
chusetts. She  later  went  to  Norfolk,  Nebraska, 
where  she  taught  for  two  years  in  the  schools  of 
that  city,  and  then  was  married  June  20.  1895. 
to  Alvin  B.  Pratt,  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  city. 
Her  health  failed  her,  and  her  husband  took  her 
to  Pasadena.  California,  for  recuperation,  but  it 
was  without  avail,  and  she  passed  away  on  the 
roth  of  Januarv.  1902.  She  was  a  cultured  lady 
and  a  woman  of  magnetic  personality,  and  well 
beloved  by  her  pupils,  in  whose  success  she  took 
a  deep  personal  interest. 

Tlie  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Isaac  15. 
Taft  was  John  Champion,  a  native  of  England, 
who  settled  at  Lynn,  Connecticut.  His  family 
consisted  of  Isaiah  and  John,  the  latter  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Taft.  When  John  Champion  came  to 
manhood  he  located  in  Uxbridge.  Massachusetts. 
He  later  removed  to  Lebanon  and  thence  to  Hart- 
ford. Vermont,  in  which  latter  place  he  died.  He 
married  Harriet  Abbott,  of  Concord,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  was  the  father  of  the  following:  Lucy, 
Sarah,  Ezra,  and  Mrs.  I.  B.  Taft,  who  was  born 
May  25.  1828,  at  Lebanon.  We  have  thus  given 
the  record  of  a  family  which  has  left  its  impress 


for  good  upon  society  in  every  comm unity  it  hi- 
touched,  and  it  will  no  doubt  be  of  great  inters: 
to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 

J.  GILBERT  STAFFORD. 

Thomas  Stafford  (1),  founder  of  the  Ameri 
can  family  of  his  name,  was  born  in  Warwick- 
shire, England,  in  1605.  He  is  said  to  have  besn 
in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1626,  and  tc 
have  there  built  the  first  mill  in  this  country  fc* 
grinding  corn.  He  was  in  Newport,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, after  r6^8  and  in  Warwick  in  1652.  He  was 
a  freeman  in  1655,  and  deputy  in  1673.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  (name  unknown),  and  they  both 
died  in  Warwick  in  1677.  Their  children  were 
Thomas,  died  January  26,  1723 ;  Samuel,  bom 
in  1636,  died  March  20,  1718;  Hannah,  died  :r. 
1692.  Sarah,  died  in  r66o;  Joseph,  born  Marc1, 
21,  1048,  died  in  1697 :  Deborah,  born  in  1651 
died  ;n  1706. 

Samuel  (2)  was  a  man  of  great  prominener 
He  was  deputy  in  1670-72-74-79-82-86-90-1705 
and  was  elected  assistant  but  declined  to  serve 
and  in  16X7  he  was  overseer  of  the  poor.  He 
died  in  Warwick,  Rhode  Island,  March  20,  171S. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Stukeley  Weit 
cott.  and  their  children  were:  Stukeley.  bom 
November  7,  irVu.  died  young:  Amos,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1065,  died  in  1760:  Mercy,  born  J-jK 
8,  1668;  Sarah,  horn  April  18,  167 1  ;  Sam;* 
1)orn  November  19,  1673,  died  young;  Patience 
died   October  23,    1721;   Freelove :  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  born  in  r682.  died  November  r8.  176;. 
Thomas  (3),  born  in  Warwick,  was  a  freeman- 
deputy  r  720-22-25-26-28,  and  was  in  Coventn  w 
1747  and  bore  the  title  of  captain.    He  died  No- 
vember 18,  1765.     He  married,  first,  December 
25.  1707,  Anne,  daughter  of  Job  and  Phock 
(Sayles)  Greene,  and,  second,  July  16,  1719,  Au 
dry,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Eleanor  <  Say  lev 
Greene,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Rc^er 
Williams.  His  children  were:  Phoebe,  born  Apr 
ro,  T710:  Anne,  iiorn  January  4.  !7t2:  Mercv 
born  March  12.  1715:  Job,  born  April  11,  ijir- 
Samuel,  born  February  8.  1717:  Deborah.  Krr 
April  19,  r7i8;  Kleanor,  born  April  25.  17^* 
Richard,  born   September  24.   t72i ;  Thorns- 
born  April  20.  1723:  Samuel,  born  December 
6,  1724;  Almy.  born  April  9,  r728;  Job,  bon 
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November  14.  1729;  Audry,  born  February  8, 
1731 ;  John,  born  May  5,  1735. 

John  (4)  was  probably  born  in  W  arwick.  He 
married,  January  18,  1753,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Isaac  King,  of  Scituate,  Rhode  Island,  and  re- 
moved about  1780  to  Guilford.  Vermont,  where 
it  is  supposed  he  and  his  wife  died.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Job,  Isaac,  Obadiah,  Samuel, 
Stuyelcv.  Thomas,  Elizabeth. 

Samuel  (5)  was  born  at  Scituate,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, January  2,  1757.  In  July,  1775,  he  enlisted 
for  a  period  of  one  year  in  the  patriot  army ;  in 
1777  he  again  enlisted,  first  for  three  months, 
then  for  two  months,  and  the  following  year  for 
nine  months,  and  his  final  term  of  enlistment  was 
for  five  months  in  1779.  The  following  year  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Guilford,  Vermont, 
where  he  pursued  farming  for  three  years,  af- 
ter which  he  finally  settled  in  Halifax,  Vermont, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent,  and 
where  he  died  January  12,  1846,  the  owner  of 
considerable  property.  He  married  Esther,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  IXsire  (Safford)  Gore,  and 
their  children  were:  Desire,  born  March  23,  1781, 
died  November  7.  1858;  Esther,  born  in  1791, 
died  August  8,  1803;  Samuel,  born  November 
6.  1784,  died  January  21,  1852. 

Samuel  (6)  was  born  in  Halifax,  Vermont, 
reared  upon  a  farm,  and  his  boyhood  days  were 
equally  divided  between  assisting  his  father  with 
the  work  and  attending  the  district  school.  Upon 
attaining  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming,  which 
he  successfully  followed  all  his  life  in  his  na- 
tive town,  and  he  acquired  large  tracts  of  land 
in  the  town  of  Halifax.  He  married  Abigail 
Wells.  July  13.  1806,  and  their  children  were: 
Esther,  born  October  20,  1807,  died  February 
2,  1859;  Philena,  born  in  1808,  died  July  5,  1851 ; 
James  Madison,  born  September  27,  1810,  died 
May  16,  1837;  Rufus,  born  in  1813,  died  May 
to,  1838;  Samuel,  born  January  9,  1817.  died 
October  25.  1875;  Dana  Hyde,  born  in  1819,  died 
March  29,  T849:  Abigail,  born  in  January.  1827. 
died  August  26.  1828;  John  Wolcott,  born  Au- 
gust 3.  1830.  died  December  11,  1886.  The  par- 
ents died,  respectively,  January  21,  1852,  and 
January  29,  1851. 

Samuel  (7).  was  born  at  Halifax,  Vermont, 
where  he  acquired  a  good  education  in  the  com- 


mon schools.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
gave  his  life  to  that  calling  in  his  native  town. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  state  militia 
and  bore  the  title  of  colonel.  He  was 
married  to  Almeda,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Rebecca  (Barney)  Gallup,  September  13, 
1 84 1,  and  the  following  named  children  were 
born  to  them :  Danforth  Clark,  born  December 
22,  1843,  died  June  8,  1846;  Wolcott  Albert,  born 
November  13,  1845,  died  October  5,  1889;  Dana 
Hyde,  born  June  17,  J850,  died  July  16,  1875; 
Joseph  Gilbert,  born  January  28,  1856;  Effie 
Capitola.  born  April  5,  1859,  died  September  25. 
1862.  Mr.  Stafford  died  October  25,  1875,  and 
his  widow  survived  until  October  7,  1882. 

Joseph  Gilbert  Stafford  (8)  fourth  child  of 
Samuel  (7)  and  Almeda  (Gallup)  Stafford,  was 
born  in  Halifax,  Vermont.  He  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  afterwards  at- 
tended Rrattleboro  Academy  and  the  Powers 
Institute  at  Bcrnardston.  He  was  reared  upon 
the  paternal  farm  and  became  a  successful 
farmer.  In  1883  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Rrat- 
tleboro, consisting  of  one  hundred  tnd  twenty- 
five  acres,  which  formerly  was  the  property  of 
Thomas  Crosby.  Mr.  Stafford  devotes  his  at- 
tention to  general  farming,  keeps  ten  Jersey  cows 
for  dairy  purposes,  has  forty  head  of  Shropshire 
sheep  and  four  horses,  and  his  farm  is  the  best 
cultivated  and  the  most  productive  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  state. 

The  family  now  reside  in  the  residence  just 
erected  on  Guilford  street,  Brattleboro.  Since 
1897  Mr.  Stafford  has  acted  as  president  of  the 
Brattlebore  Creamery,  which  owes  much  of  its 
prosperity  to  his  excellent  management.  He  is  a 
man  of  the  highest  integrity  and  broad  public 
spirit,  and  for  six  years  has  served  the  community 
most  capably  in  the  position  of  school  commis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  Stafford  was  married.  June  30.  1880.  to 
Miss  Abbie  Mather  Hamilton  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children  :  Dana  Hamilton,  bom  March 
13,  1881,  and  Hector  Leslie,  born  April  26,  1882, 
both  of  whom  have  been  students  in  the  West 
Rrattletx>ro  Academy  and  Miss  Parke's  School; 
and  Vernor  Fay,  born  September  9.  1888,  and 
died  May  t,  1890. 

Mrs.  Stafford  is  a  lady  of  excellent  attain- 
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merits  ami  is  a  member  of  various  patriotic 
orders,  the  Vermont  Society  of  Colonial  Dames, 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  in 
which  she  has  served  on  the  board  of  manage- 
ment, and  the  United  States  Daughters  of  1812, 
of  which  she  is  the  historian.  Her  parents  were 
Joseph  Henry  and  Abbie  (Mather)  Hamilton. 
She  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Hamilton  (1), 
who  was  one  of  the  Scotch  prisoners  of  war 
taken  by  Cromwell  at  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  Sep- 
tember 3.  1650.  and  sent  to  this  country.  lie 
was  given  a  grant  of  land  in  Charlestown.  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  1658;  in  1 068  he  was  in  Concord, 
where  he  died  in  1680.  He  married  C  hristian 
(name  unknown),  and  their  children  born  in 
Concord,  were  John,  born  March  1,  1668,  and 
Joseph,  l>orn  January  9,  1671. 

John  (2)  was  born  in  Concord,  Massachus- 
etts, March  1,  1668.  In  1701  he  removed  to 
Brookficld,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town, 
where  he  l>ccame  a  man  of  much  influence.  He 
was  given  several  grants  of  land,  in  all  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  acres,  and  with  two  exceptions 
was  the  largest  taxpayer  in  town.  He  served  in 
Major  John  Chandos'  Company  in  1722,  and  was 
on  garrison  duty  against  the  Indians  many  times. 
He  died  in  Bnxikfield,  Massachusetts.  December 
•9,  1747.  He  married,  first.  Sarah,  and.  second, 
Hannah,  the  family  name  of  both  unknown.  His 
first  wife  liorc  him  a  son,  Joseph,  September  5, 
1697.  The  children  of  his  second  marriage  were 
John,  born  August  26,  1699;  Hannah,  Dorothy, 
Jonah,  Nathan  and  Amos. 

Lieutenant  John  Hamilton  (3)  was  born  in 
Concord.  Massachusetts,  August  26,  1699.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Brookficld.  where,  like 
his  father,  he  was  a  large  landowner.  He  served 
in  Colonel  Samuel  Partridge's  regiment  in  1722, 
was  corporal  under  Sergeant  Warner,  stationed 
at  Brookfield,  and  was  in  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Wright's  company  in  1723-24.  In  1745  he  was 
with  Captain  Thomas  Buckminster  at  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  below  Brattleboro,  Vermont.  He  married, 
January  8,  1725,  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Joanna  (Woolcott)  Wheeler,  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Resolved  White.  He  died  in  Brook- 
field,  February  15.  1746.  His  children  were: 
Reuben,  born  November  6,  1726;  John,  born  De- 
cember 18.  1728:  Levi,  born  December  25.  1730; 
Hannah.  l>oni  December  19,  1733;  Silas,  born 


February  10,  1736;  Mary,  born  November  4, 
1739;  Marcy,  born  June  11,  1743. 

Silas  Hamilton  (4)  was  born  February  10, 
1736,  in  Brookfield,  Massachusetts.  He  was 
captain  of  militia  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
and  participated  in  the  attack  on  Ticonderoga, 
July  8.  1758.  In  1760  he  was  felt-maker  in 
Deerfield,  Massachusetts.  He  was  engaged  in 
Shay's  rebellion,  was  arrested,  tried  and  con- 
victed of  "stirring  up  sedition."  but  was  pardoned 
by  the  government.  About  1770  he  removed  to 
Whitingham,  Vermont,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  a  large  landholder.  He  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  selectman,  town  treasurer  1774 
to  1780,  and  the  first  representative  in  1771-2, 
and  again  in  1778.  In  1800  he  removed  to  Guil- 
ford, New  York,  where  he  died,  August  7,  1816. 
He  married,  in  Deerfield,  July  22,  1763,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  David  and  Mercy  (Sheldon)  Hoyt. 
She  was  born  in  Deerfield.  Massachusetts.  Sep- 
tember 6,  1744,  and  died  May  9,  1842,  at  Guil- 
ford, New  York.  Their  children  were:  Nancy; 
Hannah,  l>orn  August  18.  1765  :  John,  born  Aug- 
ust 22,  1767:  Persis,  born  November  17,  1771; 
Silas,  bom  November  4,  1776:  Mercy,  born  De- 
cember 20.  1778;  Mary,  born  January  20,  1780; 
Persis,  born  April  14,  1781  :  Hoyt,  born  January 
12,  1783;  Amos,  born  December  26,  1784. 

John  Hamilton  (5)  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
August  22,  1767.  He  removed  with  his  parents 
to  W  hitingham.  Vermont,  and  about  1790  settled 
in  Halifax,  Vermont,  where  he  died  January  20. 
1843.  In  1791  he  married  Ama,  daughter  of 
William  and  Christian  (Church)  Angel.  She 
was  born  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  November  13, 
1770,  and  died  June  14.  i860.  Their  children 
were:  Martha,  born  October  8,  1792;  Lebbeus, 
horn  August  25,  1794;  Joseph  Angel,  born  July 
15,  1796;  Nancy,  born  September  11,  1798;  John, 
born  July  31,  1800;  Terah,  born  December  23, 
1802:  Christian,  born  May  16,  1805;  Hannah, 
horn  June  22,  1807;  Amy.  born  September  28, 
1809. 

Joseph  Hamilton  (6)  was  born  in  Halifax, 
Vermont,  July  15.  1796.  and  died  in  Marlboro, 
Vermont,  November  6.  1S28.  He  married, 
February  19,  1821,  Anna,  daughter  of  Ichabod 
and  Lovisa  (Adams)  King.  She  was  born  in 
Marlboro,  Vermont.  February  8,  1797,  and  died 
January  31,  1847.   Their  children  were:  Joseph 
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Henry,  born  June  19,  1824;  Julia  Anna,  born 
Mav  21,  182O;  Amy  Lucinda,  born  August  11, 
1828. 

Joseph  Henry  Hamilton  (7)  was  born  in 
Halifax,  Vermont,  June  19,  1824.  While  young 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Marlboro,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  a  prominent  man  for  many 
years,  both  in  church  and  town  affairs.  He 
served  as  selectman,  lister  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  he  held  other  town  offices.  He  died 
in  West  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  November  10, 
1900.  He  married,  first,  February  28,  1852,  Ab- 
bie,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Harriet  (Wins- 
low)  Mather.  She  was  born  June  5,  183 1.  and 
died  April  5,  1859.  He  married,  second.  De- 
cember 31,  1861,  Abby,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Dorcas  (Wild)  Cross.  She  was  born  January 
I  Si  1826,  and  died  February  12,  1899.  The  chil- 
dren were :  Leslie  Henry,  born  December  6,  1852 ; 
Carlton  Mather,  lx>rn  April  19,  1854:  Edgar 
Emerson,  born  April  1,  1856,  and  died  June  27, 
1862;  Joseph  Wright,  born  September  21.  1857; 
Abbie  Mather,  born  April  5,  1859,  wno  became 
the  wife  of  J.  Gilbert  Stafford ;  Edgar  Angel, 
born  October  24,  1863;  Roland  Peter,  born  July 
16.  i8f»5  ;  Harry  Kirk,  burn  Decerning  27.  1% 

CHARLES  LeBoURVEAU  STUART. 

- 

Charles  Lc  Bourvcau  Stuart,  formerly  Giarles 
Stuart  Lc  Bourvcau.  is  the  efficient  town  clerk 
of  tlie  town  of  Lyndon  and  a  popular  official  and 
gentleman,  having  passed  most  of  his  adult  life 
at  the  village  of  Lyndonville,  and  earned  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellows  by  an  up- 
right and  industrious  course.  He  was  born  April 
3.  1N64,  at  Ascot  Corner,  province  of  OucIjcc, 
Canada,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  S.  and  Lucy  L. 
(Winslow)  Lc  Bourveau.  Charles  S.  Le  Bour- 
vcau is  a  native  of  Canada,  where  his  ancestors 
were  members  of  the  farming  community  in  and 
about  Angus.  The  family  was  planted  in  Canada 
in  the  eighteenth  century,  by  emigrants  from 
France.  Mr.  Lc  Bourvcau  is  now  living  at  East 
Angus,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  is  a 
millwright  and  machinist  by  occupation,  and  spent 
nearly  forty  years  in  the  states  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont,  working  along  those  lines. 
The  Winslow  family  was  among  the  first  to  set- 


tle in  Lyndon,  and  has  furnished  several  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  town. 

Charles  L.  Stuart  was  reared  chiefly  in  Ver- 
mont, and  received  most  of  his  school  training 
in  the  public  schools  of  West  Burke,  Vermont. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  the  study 
of  telegraphy  at  the  station  at  West  Burke,  and 
rapidly  mastered  the  deft  art  of  transferring  in- 
telligence by  electricity.  So  prompt  and  assid- 
uous was  he  that  he  soon  earned  the  confidence 
of  the  railroad  authorities,  and,  when  only  seven- 
teen years  old,  was  employed  at  Lyndonvillc  a-> 
telegraph  operator  and,  subsequently,  train  dis- 
patcher as  well,  and  his  labors  continued  at  this 
station  for  a  period  of  four  and  one-half  years. 

He  next  appeared  in  Michigan,  in  charge  of 
construction  on  the  Frankfort  &  Southeastern 
Railroad,  where  he  continued  two  and  one-halt 
years.  In  1892  Mr.  Stuart  returned  to  Lyndon - 
viUe  and  embarked  in  business,  purchasing  the 
drug  store  of  Randall  Brothers,  which  he  con- 
ducted two  years,  and  then  sold  to  Dwinell  Broth- 
ers. He  has  dealt  in  a  small  way  in  real  estate,, 
and  was  for  several  years  owner  of  a  farm  near 
Lyndonville,  on  which  he  carried  on  extensive 
operations  in  poultry-raising  for  some  years 
after  closing  out  his  drug  business.  In  May, 
1902,  he  was  appointed  town  clerk  and  treasurer 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  has  since  filled  that  re- 
sponsible office,  at  the  March  meeting  of  1903 
being  unanimously  elected  town  clerk  and  treas- 
urer. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  induce  the  public 
to  either  pronounce  or  spell  his  name  correctly. 
Mr.  Stuart  adopted  his  second  name  as  a  sur- 
name, and  has  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
change.  He  has  long  been  active  in  the  social 
and  official  affairs  of  the  community,  serving  two 
years  as  village  water  commissioner,  has  been 
seven  years  town  auditor,  and  is  village  trustee 
and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  attends  divine  worship  at  the  Con- 
gregational church.  He  is  a  member  of  Crescent 
Lodge  No.  66,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Lyndonville ; 
Haswell  Chapter  No.  11,  R.  A.  M.,  of  St.  Johns- 
bury;  Palestine  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.,  of 
the  same  town ;  and  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Montpelicr.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

On  December  18,  1885,  Mr.  Stuart  was  mar- 
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ried  to  Miss  Hattie  Wiley  Thompson,  a  native  of 
Lyndonville,  and  daughter  of  Sumner  S.  and 
Harriet  S.  (Wiley)  Thompson.  Mrs.  Stuart  is 
a  member  of  the  Woman's  Club.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  bright  boys,  Arthur  Thompson 
and  Sumner  Charles. 

NATHAN  ABBOTT  NORTON. 

Nathan  Abbott  Norton,  attorney  of  Lyndon- 
ville, is  a  descendant  of  Icliabod  Norton,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Connecticut,  and  a  prominent 
man  in  that  colony.  Nathan  Norton  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Glover,  Vermont, 
coming  there  from  Strafford,  Orange  county, 
same  state.  His  son,  Elijah  Atwood  Norton,  was 
born  in  Glover,  where  he  is  now  a  successful 
farmer  and  a  leading  citizen.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  traveling  salesman,  covering  New  Eng- 
land and  some  odier  states.  He  has  served  sev- 
eral years  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Orleans  county, 
and  is  an  influential  factor  in  the  local  workings 
of  Republican  politics.  In  religious  faith  he  is 
a  Univcrsalist.  His  wife,  Doliy  ( Abbott)  Glover, 
is  also  a  native  of  Glover.  Their  children  arc 
four  in  number.  Jessie,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  Albert  Cowan,  of  Laconia,  New  Hampshire. 
Nathan  A.  is  the  second.  Mary,  Mrs.  Mark 
Cobb,  resides  in  Stowe,  Vermont.  Belle  mar- 
ried Hiram  N.  Davis,  a  farmer  of  Glover. 

Nathan  A.  Norton  was  born  September  21, 
1865,  in  Glover,  and  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  home  schools.  With  an  aptitude  for 
learning,  he  soon  decided  upon  a  professional 
career,  and,  as  preliminary  to  this,  took  the  course 
of  the  Johnson  Normal  School,  graduating  in 
1888.  Subsequent  to  this  he  entered  the  office 
of  E.  A.  Cook,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Newport, 
Vermont,  where  he  continued  two  years.  After 
spending  a  year  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
he  received  a  diploma  from  that  institution  in 
1805,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Michigan 
and  of  Vermont  the  same  year.  Beginning  prac- 
tice in  Clover,  he  continued  there  until  1900,  when 
he  removed  to  Lyndonville.  In  partnership  with 
his  former  preceptor,  E.  A.  Cook,  he  established 
an  office  at  Lyndonville,  of  which  he  has  since 
continued  to  be  local  manager.  Making  no  effort 
at  specialization,  he  conducts  a  general  practice. 
I  )f  genial  disposition  and  manners.  Mr.  Norton 


attracts  and  retains  friends,  and  exercises  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  community  where  he 
resides. 

He  is  an  active  member  of  Union  Lodge,  No. 
7,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Lyndonville,  and  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  local  encampment  of  the  same  order, 
beside  being  a  member  of  Olympia  Lodge  No. 
19,  K.  of  P.,  of  the  same  town.  He  attends 
the  Universalist  church,  and  is  a  consistent  Re- 
publican in  political  principle.  He  has  been  called 
upon  several  times  to  fill  official  stations,  having 
served  three  years  as  school  director  in  Glover. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Lyndonville  Club,  a  social 
organization  with  pleasant  quarters  in  his  home 
town.  Mr.  Norton  was  married,  January  6,  1897, 
to  Miss  Viola  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Fletch- 
er, Vermont,  a  daughter  of  I)emas  and  Lucy 
(Smith)  Robinson.  The  only  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Norton  died  in  infancy. 

WILLIAM  H.  BURBANK. 

William  H.  Burbank,  of  Barnet,  is  a  well- 
known  merchant,  the  postmaster,  town  clerk  and 
town  treasurer.  He  is  a  native-born  citizen, 
the  date  of  his  birth  being  September  17,  1846. 
He  comes  of  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather, 
Eleazer  Burbank,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Boscawen,  New  Hampshire,  having  served  in 
the  Continental  army  during  the  struggle  of  the 
colonists  for  independence,  several  of  his  brothers 
also  taking  an  active  part  in  the  Revolution. 

Moses  ISurhauk.  the  father  of  William  H., 
was  born  in  Peacham,  Vermont,  and  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  wheelwright,  which  he  subsequent- 
ly followed  in  Barnet  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  married  Margaret  Hyndman,  a 
daughter  of  William  Hyndman,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  who,  accompanying  his  parents  to 
America,  learned  to  wa'k  on  shipboard  during  the 
long  voyage  of  three  months.  William  Hynd- 
liam's  parents  settled  in  Ryegate,  Vermont,  as 
pioneers,  and  there  built  the  first  frame  dwelling 
house  erected  in  the  town. 

William  H.  Burbank  acquired  a  good  common 
school  education  in  the  schools  of  Barnet,  after- 
wards taking  a  f nil  course  at  Eastman's  Business 
College  in  Poughkecpsie,  New  York.  On  re- 
turning home  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a 
store,  continuing  thus  employed  until  1874,  when 
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ho  started  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his  own 
account.  lie  has  met  with  signal  success  in  his 
operations,  being  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  business 
block,  in  which  he  is  carrying  on  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  trade  in  general  merchandise,  his 
stock  being  large  and  varied.  Since  1880  Mr. 
Burbank  has  rilled  the  offices  of  town  clerk  and 
town  treasurer,  and  for  the  last  six  years  has 
been  postmaster.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Passumpsic  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Connecti- 
cut River  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  May  to,  1877,  Mr.  Burbank  married  Helen 
Hoyt,  who  was  born  in  Waterford,  Vermont,  a 
daughter  of  J.  O.  Hoyt,  an  old  and  esteemed 
resident  of  the  town.  The  only  child  born  of  their 
union  is  a  son,  Guy  H.  Burbank,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Albany  Business  College,  in  Albany, 
New  York,  and  is  now  a  stenographer  in  New 
York  city. 

HON.  JONATHAN  ROBARDS  DARLING. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Robards  Darling,  of  Groton, 
has  long  been  an  important  factor  in  developing 
the  industrial  and  business  interests  of  this  enter- 
prising town.  He  was  born  in  Groton,  November 
16,  1823,  a  son  of  John  and  Jcanettc  (Brock) 
Darling,  and  grandson  of  Robards  Darling,  who 
was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  town. 
The  last  named  was  a  son  of  John  Darling,  who 
was  probably  a  native  01"  England,  and  came  from 
Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  to  G  rut  on. 

John  Darling,  father  of  Jonathan  Robards 
Darling,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  ancestral 
homestead,  which  he  assisted  in  clearing  from  the 
wilderness,  laboring  with  untiring  energy.  Nut 
content,  however,  with  the  financial  remunera- 
tion of  this  work,  he  added  to  his  income  by 
clearing  land  for  a  neighlxir  by  contract,  spend- 
ing the  earlier  part  of  the  night  in  this  extra, 
self-imposed  labor.  Although  his  educational 
advantages  were  extremely  meager,  he  acquired 
a  good  fund  of  general  knowledge  and  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  historical  facts  by  a  judicious 
course  of  reading.  He  was  active  in  local  affairs, 
serving  as  town  clerk  fifteen  years,  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  selectman,  and  during  the  years  of 
1836,  1837  and  1838  represented  Groton  in  the 
itate  legislature. 

Jonathan  R.  Darling  received  his  early  edu- 


cation in  the  academies  of  Peacham  and  Danville, 
Vermont,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural and  mercantile  pursuits,  from  1847  until 
1857  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Welch,  Dar- 
ling &  Clark.  Since  1867  he  has  been  engaged 
m  the  lumber  business  in  company  with  Isaac 
M.  Rickcr.  Admitting  into  partnership,  in  1882, 
his  sons,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  R.  Darling 
&  Sons,  he  has  since  been  identified  with  the  most 
extensive  and  lucrative  business  in  this  section 
«»f  the  county,  being  widely  known  as  a  lumber 
manufacturer  and  dealer,  and  as  a  general  mer- 
chant. For  a  period  of  three  years  the  partner- 
ship continued.  Subsequently  Mr.  Darling  dis- 
posed of  a  two  thousand  four-huudred-acre 
tract  of  timber  land  to  S.  L.  Griffith,  of  Danby, 
V  ermont,  but  still  manufactures  a  large  amount  of 
lumber  annually  at  his  new  mill  on  the  north 
branch,  and  has  a  large  trade  in  general  mer- 
chandise at  his  newly  remodeled  store.  Mr.  Dar- 
ling has  the  distinciton  of  being  the  projector 
of  the  granite  industry  in  Groton,  erecting  the 
first  shed  in  1896,  and  putting  up  another  granite 
shed  in  1898.  Although  he  has  outlived  the  al- 
lotted threescore  and  ten  years  of  man's  life,  the 
burden  of  his  many  years  sits  lightly  upon  him, 
his  physical  health  being  good,  while  his  mental 
faculties  are  scarcely  impaired. 

In  politics  Mr.  Darling  was  formerly  an  old- 
line  Whig,  but  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Republican  party  since  its  formation  in  1856. 
lie  has  filled  the  various  offices  within  the  gift 
of  his  constituents,  with  ability,  serving  as  town 
clerk  for  thirty-eight  years;  representing  Groton 
in  the  general  assembly  in  1857  and  1858;  and 
the  county  as  state  senator  in  1880  and  1881. 
From  1869  until  1872  he  was  assistant  judge  of 
Caledonia  county. 

Mr.  Darling  married,  in  1849,  Sarah  M. 
Taisey,  who  was  born  in  Groton,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Phebe  (Heath)  Taisey.  Of  the  eight x 
children  born  of  their  union,  six  survive,  as  fol- 
lows: Cyrus  T..  for  many  years  business  manager 
of  the  Davenport,  Iowa,  Democrat,  but  now  a 
shoe  dealer  of  Davenport,  married  Lilla  Ann 
Dixon;  Evalor.a,  wife  of  Dr.  S.  \\  Eastman,  of 
Groton  :  John  T..  manager  of  the  store  in  Groton, 
married  Maggie  R.  Ricker,  and  resides  in  the 
beautiful  house  which  he  recently  erected  on 
!)q>ot  street;  Robards  N.,  foreman  in  the  lumber 
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business,  married  Yiletta  Paine ;  Elmer  Ells- 
worth,  having  charge  of  the  farming  interests  of 
the  firm,  married  Minnie  A.  Heath;  and  Walter 
Brock,  a  railroad  ticket  agent  at  Rock  Island, 
Illinois,  married  Luella  Babcock. 

HENRY  L.  CLARK. 

In  the  law  more  than  in  any  other  profession 
is  one's  career  open  to  talent.  The  reason  is 
evident :  it  is  a  profession  in  which  eminence 
cannot  he  attained  except  by  indomitable  energy, 
perseverance  and  patience,  and,  though  its  prizes 
are  numerous  and  splendid,  they  cannot  he  won 
except  by  arduous  and  prolonged  effort.  It  is 
this  that  has  brought  success  to  Judge  Henry 
I..  Clark,  and  made  him  known  as  an  able  rep- 
resentative of  the  bar  of  Rutland  county,  where 
lie  is  now  sitting  upon  the  bench  of  the  probate 
court,  having  been  appointed  successor  to  Judge 
Bromley  in  1809,  elected  to  the  office  in  iojoo.  and 
re-elected  in  1902. 

Willard  Clark,  grandfather  of  Henry  I..  Clark, 
was  a  resident  of  Shrewsbury,  Vermont,  having 
removed  to  that  state  from  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
death  occurred  in  Mt.  I  lolly,  Vermont.  Among 
his  children  was  Anson  Clark,  father  of  Henry 
1..  Clark,  who  was  born  at  Shrewsbury,  Vermont, 
where  he  received  a  common  school  education. 
Subsequently  he  engaged  in  fanning  in  his  native 
town  and  also  at  Castleton.  where  he  resided 
for  mauv  years  prior  to  his  death.  1  le  was  a  mem- 
1>or  of  the  old  state  militia,  and  in  |>olitics  was 
a  stanch  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  married  Miss  Abigail  Kilburn, 
and  the  following  named  children  were  lx>rn  to 
them:  Henry  L. :  William  W.,  who  is  associated 
with  the  Keystone  Car  Wheel  Company :  Ahbic : 
Delia,  who  died  in  1898,  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  V.  Slocum,  president  of  the  Keystone 
Car  Wheel  Company,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania: 
and  Julia,  wife  of  fJeorgc  B.  Woodbury,  of 
(  astleton,  Vermont.  The  father  of  these,  children 
died  December  22.  lS<>8,  aged  eighty-two  years. 
He  was  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  living 
at  the  present  time  (1003),  having  attained  the 
age  of  seventv-six  years. 

Judge  Henry  L.  C  lark  was  l>orn  at  Mt.  Holly. 
Vermont.  February  5,  1X47,  attended  the  Rut- 


land high  school  ami  later  die  Brandon  Seminary . 
after  which  he  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  law 
in  the  office  of  Edgerton  &  Nicholson,  at  Rut- 
land, also  with  C.  M.  Willard,  at  Castleton.  Ver- 
mont. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1870  atv! 
located  at  Castleton,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  practice  his  profession.  From  Novem 
!>er.  1870,  to  June,  1871,  he  was  associated  with 
Judge  Willard  in  his  legal  practice ;  then  he  be- 
came a  partner  of  Jerome  B.  Bromley,  and  this 
connection  continued  until  March,  1899.  when 
Judge  Bromley  died,  since  which  time  he  has 
practiced  alone.  His  fitness  for  leadership  has 
made  him  prominent  in  |x>litical  circles,  and  hi- 
wise  judgment  concerning  the  best  methods  of 
promoting  political  work  and  action,  has  had  a 
very  l>eneficial  effect  on  the  success  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Castleton  in  the  legislature  in  1884,  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  elections  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  claims;  he  represented 
Rutland  county  in  the  senate  in  1886,  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  claims  and  a 
member  of  the  judiciary  committee;  during  the 
years  1886  and  1888  he  was  a  member  of  the 
hoard  of  state  railroad  commissioners;  in  1896 
he  was  again  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to 
represent  his  town  in  the  legislature,  and  served 
in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
claims  and  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee. 
He  acted  as  assistant  judge  for  six  years  on  the 
bench  with  Austin  S.  Baker  and  Judge  Joseph 
K.  Manlcy,  and  in  1899  was  appointed  to  succeed 
Judge  Bromley  as  judge  of  the  probate  court  ; 
the  following  year  he  was  elected  to  that  office 
and  re-elected  in  1902.  He  had  previously  served 
as  register  of  the  prol>ate  court  for  thirty-one 
years,  from  1868  to  1899:  was  probably  con- 
nected with  this  office  longer  than  any  other 
judge  in  the  state;  for  many  years  he  has  serve*! 
his  town  in  the  capacity  of  town  clerk,  being  at 
the  present  time  ( 190,$)  ihe  incumbent  of  that 
office.  Judge  Clark  has  been  a  resident  trustee 
of  the  Castleton  Normal  School,  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Rutland  coun- 
ty grammar  school,  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Castleton  Cemetery  Association. 

Judge  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
I.ora  .M.  Holt,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Holt,  of 
Weston,  Vermont.    Their  children  arc:  Henry 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


209 


W .,  acquired  his  education  in  the  Castlcton  Nor- 
mal School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1891,  later  was  a  student  in  the  English  and 
Classical  School  under  the  preceptorship  of  Prof. 
Perry,  of  Rutland,  and  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Vermont  in  1897.  with  highest 
honors,  in  a  class  of  between  fifty  and  sixty 
pupils.  He  studied  law  in  the  New  York  Law 
School,  graduating  in  1899,  was  admitted  to  the 
liar  in  the  same  year,  and  has  since  practiced  his 
profession  in  New  York  city,  being  as- 
sociate'1  with  Sullivan  &  Cromwell,  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  manager  of  the  office.  Eva 
M.  resides  at  home  with  her  parents;  Alleyne 
graduated  from  the  Castlcton  Normal  School, 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Vermont  Academy 
and  is  now  (1903)  a  member  of  the  freshman 
class  at  Brown  University;  and  Carroll  B.  Clark- 
completes  the  family. 

HON1.  THOMAS  BARTLETT  HALL. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bartlett  Hall,  a  typical  repre- 
sentative of  the  native-born  citzens  of  Groton, 
is  actively  identified  with  the  leading  mercantile 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  this  section  of 
Caledonia  county.  He  was  born  November  29, 
1834,  a  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  N.  Hall,  and 
grandson  of  Henry  and  Susan  (Hurnham)  Hall. 
He  is  of  English  ancestry/ and  comes  from  a 
family  noted  for  its  longevity,  his  great-grand- 
father living  to  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  his 
great-great:grandfathcr  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
three  years,  while  his  great-great -grandmother 
died  at  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred  and  four 
years. 

Hoti.  Isaac  N.  Hall  was  born  in  Rumncy,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1808.  When  a  lad  of  fourteen  he 
was  apprenticed  to  his  uncle,  Moses  Burnham, 
a  noted  contractor  ami  builder  of  his  day,  re- 
meining  in  his  employ  for  several  years,  in  the 
meantime  coming  with  him  to  Groton  in  1824, 
which  he  made  his  permanent  residence.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  his  widowed  mother  came 
here  also,  and  established  the  first  Sunday-school 
in  the  place,  making  her  home  with  the  son.  He 
was  held  111  high  esteem  as  a  man  and  a  citizen, 
enjoying  in  a  marked  degree  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  ibe  business  community.  After 
some  years  pas.-.ed  as  a  carpenter,  he  bought  a 
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farm,  and  dealt  in  stock.  He  served  in  many 
responsible  public  capacites,  including  those  of 
town  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  during 
four  sessions  represented  his  town  in  the  legis- 
lature. From  1842  until  1845  he  was  assistant 
judge  of  the  Caledonia  county  court,  and  in  1848, 
i860  and  1861  was  state  senator.  In  1850  he  was 
delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention,  and  one 
of  the  directorate  of  the  state's  prison  in  1868 
and  1869.  He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Newbury  Bank,  at  Wells  River,  also  one  of  the 
first  directors  of  the  Montpelier  &  Wells  River 
Railroad,  and  served  as  its  president  from  1873 
until  1877.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  married,  in  1829,  Eliza- 
beth Taisty,  daughter  of  W  illiam  and  Judith 
(Darling)  Taisey,  of  Groton.  Of  the  nine  chil- 
dren born  of  their  union,  four  survive,  namely 
Thomas  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Helen, 
wife  of  George  H.  Willard,  of  Waltham,  Massa- 
chusetts; Theresa,  wife  of  Alexander  Cochrane, 
of  Groton;  and  Lydia,  wife  of  Samuel  G.  Whit- 
ney, of  San  Francisco,  California.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  he  married  Mrs.  Louisa 
Webster  Hall,  of  Plymouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Thomas  Bartlett  Hall  completed  his  early 
education  at  the  Newbury  Seminary,  after  which 
he  began  his  mercantile  career  as  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  John  Buchanan,  at  Groton,  remaining 
with  him  from  1855  until  1)^58,  receiving  as  re- 
muneration for  his  services  eighty  dollars  the 
first  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  the 
second,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  the 
third  year.  Returning  then  to  the.  parental  home- 
stead near  Groton  village,  he  turned  his  attention 
10  agricultural  pursuits  in  connection  with  which 
he  at  once  began  to  deal  in  wool,  iti  which  he 
met  with  success,  carrying  it  on  several  years, 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  buying  on  commission, 
lie  likewise  dealt  extensively  in  livestock,  lim- 
ing jointly  with  Lambert  Hastings  and  William 
Kicker,  of  Groton.  From  1882  until  1885  he  was 
in  partnership  with  William  Goodwin,  as  a  lum- 
ber dealer  and  manufacturer,  a  business  which 
he  has  since  continued  alone,  handling  a  half- 
million  feet  or  more  each  season.  He  has  also 
other  lucrative  interests,  owning  the  bobbin  mill 
above  Groton  with  Frank  D.  McCrillis,  and  being 
also  proprietor  of  the  charcoal  kilns  in  the  same 
locality.    Since  1882  he  has  been  hetid  of  the 
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rirni  of  Hall  &  Cochrane,  which  has  built  up  a 
large  and  profitable  trade  in  general  merchandise, 
their  stock  embracing  a  large  and  varied  line  oi 
goods,  including  fertilizers,  in  which  they  have 
a  large  trade.  Mr.  Hall  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party  during  his  life, 
and  has  filled  many  important  public  offices,  serv- 
ing as  lister  a  number  of  terms;  as  overseer  oi 
the  j)Oor  six  years ;  and  as  selectman  twenty  years. 
He  was  elected  representative  to  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1874  and  1886;  was  assistant  judge  of 
the  county  court  from  1890  till  1894;  and  served 
as  state  senator  in  1898.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  December  29,  1862,  Judge  Hall  married 
Elizabeth  M.,  daughter  of  (ieorge  and  Marion 
I  Miller)  Donaldson,  of  Rvcgate,  Vermont.  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Hall  have  two  children  living:  Isaac 
Newton;  and  Elizabeth  M.,  who  was  graduated 
from  Montpelier  Seminary.  Isaac  Newton  Hall 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  Hall  homestead, 
which  was  inherited  from  a  maternal  ancestor, 
and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for 
nearly  a  century.  The  original  farm,  from  which 
some  village  lots  have  been  sold,  contains  about 
ninety  acres  of  land,  and  to  this  has  been  added 
by  purchase  about  one  hundred  and  ten  acres, 
the  farm  being  managed  by  I.  N.  Hall.  He  was 
born  in  1870,  received  his  education  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  in  the  Montpelier  Seminary.  Ik- 
is  serving  as  lister,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  He  married  Mattic  J. 
Chalmers,  of  Topsham,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren, William  Bartlett  and  Mary  Josephine. 

JOHN  S.  BROWN. 

John  S.  Brown,  noted  as  a  man  of  peculiar 
mechanical  ability  throughout  his  section  of  the 
country,  was  l>orn  in  Stafford,  Orange  county. 
Vermont,  May  13.  1824.  His  grandfather,  Moses 
Brown,  was  born  in  Kingston,  New  Hampshire, 
and  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He  was 
a  very  zealous  churchman,  following  conscien- 
tiously his  religious  convictions.  During  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life  he  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  religious  work,  and  was  widely  known  a- 
a  thorough  Bible  scholar;  his  opinion  was  much 
sought  after  in  such  matters.  Notwithstanding 
his  religious  tendencies,  he  was  a  man  of  jovial 


disposition,  his  witticisms  affording  much  amuse- 
ment and  pleasure  among  his  friends ;  m  debate 
he  was  a  keen  adversary,  and  not  easily  over- 
thrown. He  uii-  accounted  a  man  of  rare  in- 
telligence, and  was  frequently  consulted  in  mat- 
ters of  dispute,  both  of  a  civic  and  domestic 
nature.  His  wife  was  Mary  Hobbs.  by  whom  h 
had  the  following  children  :  Peter,  Stephen.  Ren- 
ben,  Samuel,  Abram,  Enos.  Moses.  Jr.,  Simon. 
John  and  Sallie.  Mr.  Brown  died  at  Strafford. 
Vermont,  in  the  eighty-third  \ear  of  his  age,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty. 


Moses  Brown.  Jr..  father  of  John  S.  Drown, 
was  born  at  Poplin,  near  Kingston,  New  Hamp- 
shire. \\  hen  he  was  four  years  old  his  parents 
removed  to  Strafford.  Vermont,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  After  completing  his 
general  common  school  education  he  In-gan  farm 
ing,  of  which  line  he  made  a  great  success;  his 
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practical  application  of  up-to-date  ideas  and 
methods  did  much  toward  accomplishing  the  best 
result*.    Besides  his  farming  activities  he  was 
often  called  upon  to  act  as  juryman.    He  was  .1 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  whose  interests 
he  laK'Tcd  zealously,  and  whoso  tcm-ts  he  followed 
closely  in  his  cvery-day  lite.    He  married  Ke- 
ziah  Kimball,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children, 
namely:    Charles  S.,  who  married  Eliza  Ilazen. 
to  whom  were  born  three  children,  Elizabeth. 
John  and  .Moses;  Sila,  wife  of  David  Preston,  and 
their  children  are  Charles,  Serena  and  Marsena ; 
Lucetta,  deceased ;  Harry,  who  married  Harriet 
Giandler,  their  children  being  George  and  Ade- 
line; Harriet  H.,  wife  of  Oren  Ladd,  their  chil- 
dren being  Clara,  Hattie  and  Calvin  Robert ; 
John  S.,  who  married  Harriet  Van  Doni ;  Harri- 
son, whose  first  wife  was  Rcl>ccca  Kilburn,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  again;  Stephen  F., 
who  married  L.ouise  Sharp,  of  Strafford,  their 
children  being  Lucetta,  Henry,  Mary,  Frank  and 
Hattie.     The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
January.  1880,  in  the  ninety-seventh  year  of  his 
nge;  the  mother  passed  away  in  tSfa  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years. 

John  S.  Brown,  son  of  Moses  and  Keziah 
1  Kimball)  Brown,  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Strafford.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  took  an  academic 
course,  and  finally  entered  Kimball  Union  Acad- 
emy. Plain  field  (now  Mcriden),  New  Hamp- 
shire, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1845. 
He  then  taught  school  for  a  short  time,  but  nat- 
ural inclination  soon  made  him  seek  some  line  of 
mechanical  work ;  he  took  up  cabinet-making  as 
a  trade,  and  followed  wood-carving  as  an  occu- 
pation in  Boston,  and  later  in  the  furniture  busi- 
ness at  Brattleboro,  in  which  he  continued  up  to 
1863,  when  he  removed  to  Windsor,  Vermont. 
On  account  of  failing  health  and  the  necessity  for 
more  outdoor  exercise,  Mr.  Brown  purchased  a 
farm,  which  he  worked  for  about  six  years.  Hav- 
ing regained  his  health  he  sold  his  farm  and  re- 
moved to  North  Thctford,  Vermont,  where  for 
four  years  more  he  engaged  in  farming;  after 
this  he  returned  to  Brattleboro,  and  was  given 
charge  of  the  action  department  of  the  Estey 
I  )rijan  factory,  which  position  he  filled  up  to 
1876.   Mr.  Brown  built  three  houses,  one  of  which 
he  constructed  with  his  own  hands.    He  is  now 
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retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  having 
earned  a  wide  reputation  as  a  mechanical  genius, 
and  his  unerring  judgment  in  matters  of  me- 
chanical skill  has  ever  brought  about  the  best 
results  when  practically  applied  by  his  master 
hand.    In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a  Prohibitionist. 

On  July  6,  1848,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Harriet  Van  Dorn,  daughter  of  An- 
thony and  Betsey  (Hubbard)  Van  Dorn.  They 
had  one  child,  Lizzie  Hattie  Xewell  Brown,  who 


died  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  in  the  twenty-first 
year  of  her  age. 

Moses  Van  Dorn,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Brown,  resided  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  during 
the  early  part  of  his  life,  the  latter  part  being 
spent  at  Fitzwilliam  and  West  Brattleboro.  He 
owned  a  fourth  interest  in  a  plantation  at  De- 
merara,  South  America,  and  was  an  extensive 
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producer  of  sugar  ami  molasses.  He  was  twice 
married;  his  first  wife,  grandmother  of  Mrs. 
Brown,  bore  him  the  following  children:  Han- 
nah, Mary,  Philip  and  Anthony  (father  of  Mrs. 
Brown).  His  second  wife  was  a  Mrs.  Pratt. 
His  death  occurred  in  1867  at  West  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  where  his  remains  rest  in  the  old  cem- 
etery. 

Anthony  Van  Dorn,  father  of  Mrs.  Brown, 
was  born  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  October  14, 
1792.  His  wife  was  Betsey  Hubbard,  born  No- 
vember 4,  1790.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Mary  Elizabeth,  bom  in  1816 :  Charles 
Barrett,  born  in  1818,  died  in  childhood ;  Moses 
T.,  born  in  1821,  married  Sophia  Simonds,  and 
they  reside  at  Brattleboro.  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  crockery  business;  they  have  one  child, 
Eldhdgc  H. ;  Harriet.  1>om  January  17.  1823. 
wife  of  John  S.  Brown  :  Charles  A.,  born  January 
3,  1825,  now  living  at  West  Brattleboro;  he  has 
been  twice  married,  first  to  Sarah  Brown,  and  sec- 
ond to  a  Miss  Baldwin.  Anthony  Van  Uom  was 
a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  accumulated  by 
his  industry  and  thrift  a  handsome  competence. 
He  was  the  first  in  Brattleboro  to  keep  ready- 
made  burial  caskets.  Toward  the  close  of  his 
life  he  made  a  tour  of  Europe,  which  gave  bun  pe- 
culiar gratification,  as  for  years  lie  had  looked 
forward  with  keen  pleasure  to  the  time  when 
he  could  see  the  wonders  of  the  old  world.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
an  interested  supporter  of  various  l>ciicvoleiit 
societies,  among  them  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society.  He  took  the  liveliest  interest  in 
Sunday-school  work,  and  was  one  of  the  two  to 
begin  that  work  in  Brattleboro.  A  man  <<\  high 
aspirations,  dignified  bearing  and  independence 
of  character,  an  exemplary  citizen,  honored  and 
respected  as  such.  He  removed  from  West  Brat- 
tleboro to  East  Battlcboro  in  1830.  He  died 
at  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  on  August  22. 
1871. 

David  Hubbard,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Brown,  married  Mary  Barrett,  who  come* 
of  an  old  Concord,  Massachusetts,  family.  Their 
children  were  as  follows-  Silas,  Elton.  David. 
Betsy,  Charles.  Mary  and  Sarah.  After  the  death 
of  David  Hubbard,  his  wife  Mary  married  David 
Nutting. 


GENERAL  WILLIAM  H.  GILMORE. 

General  William  H.  Gilmorc,  adjutant  and 
quartermaster  general  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  for  many  years 
a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Eairke,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  was  born  Ltetobcr  17.  i8y).  in 
the  house  which  he  continued  to  occupy  up  to 
November,  1 90 1 . 

Robert  Gilmorc,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ameri- 
can branch  of  the  family,  settled  in  London- 
derry, New  Hampshire,  having  come  direct  from 
Ireland,  although  a  native  of  Scotland.  His  son. 
William  Gilmorc,  was  the  father  of  a  son  named 
James  Gilmore,  who  resided  in  Windham,  New 
Hampshire,  acted  in  the  capacity  of  captain  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  later 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  his  com- 
mission being  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  His  son.  Robert  Gilmorc.  settled  in 
Acworth.  New  Hampshire,  in  1791,  was  united 
in  marriage  10  Jennie  Houston,  and  one  son  was 
Itoru  tit  them,  Alexander  H.  Gilmore. 

Alexander  II.  Gilmore,  father  of  Genera! 
<  lilmore,  was  born  in  Acworth,  New  Hampshire, 
in  1804.  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town,  and  in  1815  removed  to 
Eairlec.  Vermont.  He  settled  on  the  farm  which 
was  occupied  by  General  Gilmore  up  to  the  year 
1901,  and,  being  a  man  of  considerable  ability 
and  possessing  more  than  ordinary  intelligence, 
he  bcc.une  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  that  section  of  the  state.  He 
took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  town  and 
county  affairs,  holding  some  local  office  the 
greater  portion  01  the  time:  be  served  five  years 
in  the  Vermont  legislature,  was  eight  years  judge 
of  the  probate  court,  and  county  judge  for  one 
year.  On  December  10,  1829,  Mr.  Gilmore  mar- 
ried Mary  May  Child,  daughter  of  Darius  and 
Letitia  (Morris)  Child.  Their  children  were: 
Letitia.  Jane.  S|»encer  C.  Edwin  A..  James  W.. 
William  H,,  Maty  A..  Parmelia  C.  and  Catherine 
J,  Gilmore.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
in  1873. 

Darius  Child,  father  of  Mary  May  (Child) 
Gilmorc,  was  born  at  Woodstock,  Connecticut, 
in  1779.  subsequently  removed  to  l-'airlee.  Ver- 
mont, where  he  held  various  offices  and  became 


Digitized  by  Googl 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


213 


a  man  ot  considerable  wealth  and  influence;  he 
weighed  over  two  hundred  pounds,  and  was 
possessed  of  great  strength  and  endurance.  He 
married  Letitia  Morris,  and  their  children  were: 
Alfred,  Almira,  William,  Marv,  Cornelia,  Ed- 
ward Spencer,  Ephraim  and  Marv  May  Child. 
Mr.  Child  died  December  10.  i8<x.">.  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.  Alfred  Child,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Child,  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  in 
J753.  *nd  »n  1777  married  Mary  Child  May,  a 
native  of  the  same  town.  His  death  occurred  in 
1809.  Nathaniel  Child,  father  of  Alfred  Child, 
was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Child,  who  was  at  Rox- 
bury, Massachusetts,  in  1656;  Benjamin  was  a 
son  of  Ephraim,  who  was  born  in  England,  in 
1593,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1630,  and 
married  a  widow  by  the  name  of  Mary  Elizabeth 
Palmer,  of  Suffolk  county,  England,  a  (laughter 
of  Jonas  Bond  ■  the  ceremony  w  as  performed  in 
1625.  Ephraim  Child  was  admitted  a  freeman 
May  8.  1631.  was  a  leading  public  man  in  Water- 
town,  Massachusetts,  having  held  various  offices 
in  town  and  county,  among  them  being  justice 
for  the  trial  of  small  causes,  anil  selectman  of  hi> 
town,  being  the  incumbent  of  this  office  fifteen 
years.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Governor 
John  Winthrop  and  a  zealous  churchman,  having 
served  for  many  years  in  the  capacity  of  deacon. 
His  death  occurred  in  1663,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Benjamin  Child  came  from  England  to 
America,  was  of  the  order  ot  nobility,  a  man  of 
extraordinary  business  capacity,  careful  and 
meth<xlical,  occupied  a  high  position  in  the  com- 
munity, and  was  an  earnest  churchman.  He 
became  a  man  of  considerable  wealth.  l>eing  one 
of  the  influential  residents  of  Roxbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  his  death  occurred  in  1678 ;  many 
of  his  descendants  have  made  their  permanent 
home  in  that  town.  His  son,  Benjamin,  inherited 
a  large  share  of  his  father's  property,  and  resided 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Roxbury  ;  he  married 
a  Morris  and  twelve  children  were  born  to  them. 
Benjamin  Child  died  in  1724.  his  wife  having 
died  the  previous  year. 

General  Gilmore  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  common  schools  «.f  Fairlee,  and 
this  was  supplemented  by  a  thorough  course  in 
the  academies  of  Thetford  and  ?!arre,  and  the 
Newbury  Seminary.  He  then  entered  the  New 
London  Academy,  and  while  a  student  in  that 


institution  the  call  came  to  raise  a  regiment  to 
accompany  General  Butler  on  the  Louisiana  ex- 
pedition In  one  scale  of  the  balance  were  the 
comforts  and  enjoyments  of  home,  the  delights 
of  scholarship  and  the  allurements  of  honorable 
ambition — on  the  other  side  was  the  lot  of  the 
private  soldier,  hardship,  privation,  danger  and 
l»erhaps  death  in  the  field,  hospital  or  prison  pen. 
He  felt  his  country's  need  of  him,  and  enlisted 
in  December.  1861,  in  Company  D,  Eighth  Ver- 
mont Volunteers,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Stephen  Thomas.  The  following  July  he  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, and  in  that  capacity  faithfully  shared  the 
labors  and  perils  of  that  gallant  old  regiment 
until  his  discharge  after  three  years'  service.  He 
then  returned  to  his  farm,  which  was  on  the  river 
road  al>ove  Fairlee  village,  where  he  resided  un- 
til 1901  ;  the  farm  consisted  of  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  with  two  spacious  white  houses  erected 
upon  it ;  there  were  a  number  of  grand  old  maples 
in  front  of  the  residences,  while  a  broad  meadow 
spread  down  to  the  river.  General  Gilmore  de- 
voted his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
the  raising  of  sheep,  being  the  owner  at  one  time 
of  a 'flock  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  high 
grade  Merinos.  For  more  than  thirty-nine  years 
he  acted  as  town  treasurer  of  Fairlee,  served  as 
representative  during  the  years  of  1878  and  '79. 
Was  chosen  for  senator  of  Orange  county  in  1882 
and  1883,  and  a  member  of  Governor  Barstow's 
staff  the  same  year.  In  July,  1883,  the  Ely  riot, 
so-called,  occurred,  and  Colonel  Gilmore*s  quali- 
ties and  judgment  and  promptness  were  tested. 
In  the  absence  of  Quartermaster  Genera!  Ide, 
Colonel  Gilmore  received  orders  from  Governor 
Barstow  to  furnish  transportation  for  four  com- 
panies from  Bradford  to  the  mines.  There  was 
not  a  stable  team  to  be  procured  in  Bradford,  and 
Colonel  Gilmore  at  once  arranged  with  the 
sheriff  to  make  a  requisition  for  some  coke  teams 
at  Post  Mills,  which  were  secretly  hurried  for- 
ward to  Ely  station,  the  nearest  railway  point, 
from  which  three  companies  were  sent  forward 
while  the  Bradford  company,  under  command  of 
Captain  J.  II.  Watson,  marched  from  Bradford 
to  the  mines  by  a  detour  around  the  hills  under 
the  guidance  of  Sheriff  Berry,  and  captured  the 
magazine  at  a  critical  time.  In  1886  Colonel 
( iilmore  was  elected  quartermaster  of  the  state. 
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and  since  coining  into  ihe  office  he  has  made  main 
changes  of  importance  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  raising  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  the  Guard, 
lie  has  taken  a  great  amount  of  interest  in  it, 
and  his  ambition  has  been  to  make  it  as  near 
perfect  as  possible.  The  same  may  be  said  in  his 
position  of  adjutant  general,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  October  I,  1900,  by  Governor  Smith, 
lo  fill  an  unexpired  term.  He  has  caused  an  al- 
most complete  renovation  of  the  archives  in  which 
are  kept  the  valuable  papers  connected  with  this 
department  in  the  State  House,  and  has  placed 
them  in  such  a  way  as  to  l>e  thoroughly  conven- 
ient ami  easy  of  access.  The  satisfaction  which 
he  has  given  to  the  people  of  the  state  is  evi- 
denced by  his  repeated  election  to  both  offices. 
Since  October  1,  1900,  he  has  given  his  entire 
time  to  the  duties  of  these  two  offices,  for  which 
he  is  so  well  qualified.  General  Gilmore  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  state,  and, 
while  he  always  conducts  himself  with  becoming 
dignity,  is  at  the  same  time  most  polite,  courte- 
ous and  agreeable  to  all  with  whom  he  may  Ik- 
brought  in  contact.  His  efforts  arc  ably  seconded 
by  his  wife,  who,  like  her  husband,  possesses 
keen  perceptions  and  fine  qualities  of  intuition. 
In  the  town  in  which  they  have  resided  for  so 
many  years,  both  General  Gilmore  and  his  wife 
are  greatly  admired  by  all  who  know  them,  and 
their  circle  of  acquaintances  throughout  the  state 
is  very  large. 

In  January,  1806,  General  Gilmore  married 
Mary  T.  Hasclton.  Their  children  are:  Alex- 
ander H.,  now  a  journalist  at  Newport  News, 
Virginia;  and  Kathie  M.  Alexander  H.  Gilmore 
was  born  in  1866.  at  Fairlec,  Vermont,  educated 
at  Kockpoint  Episcopal  Institute,  and  is  at  the 
present  time  (1903)  engaged  in  the  capacity  of 
manager  of  the  Daily  Press  at  Newport  News, 
Virginia;  he  is  unmarried.  Catherine  May 
(  Kathie)  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Bailey  Chamber- 
lain, who  was  born  in  Newbury.  Vermont,  and 
educated  at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  he 
responded  to  the  first  call  for  troops  and  enlisted 
May  4,  1898,  at  Fort  Ethan  Allen.  His  command 
was  stationed  at  Chattanwiga,  where  he  acted 
as  quartermaster  and  captain  of  volunteers  and 
in  July.  1898,  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the 


regular  army,  served  two  years  in  Cuba  .-u  (.'in- 
struction work  of  public  property,  of  which  he 
had  complete  charge,  and  for  the  past  two  veat  - 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  Philippines  in  the 
same  line  of  work.  Mrs.  Chamberlain  spent  one 
winter  in  Cuba  during  her  husband's  sojourn 
there.  They  have  one  child,  Dorothy  Chamber- 
lain, born  August  4,  1896.  The  date  of  their 
marriage  was  April  6,  1892. 

CHARLES  COBURN  LORD. 

Charles  Coburn  Lord,  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Groton  Times,  is  a  wide-awake,  enterprising, 
brainy  man,  who  during  the  six  years  that  he  ha> 
lived  in  Groton  has  contributed  his  full  shaft: 
towards  promoting  its  industries,  and  developing 
its  resources.  A  son  of  John  P.  and  Elizabeth 
(Colburn)  Lord,  he  was  Ixirn  in  Orange,  Ver- 
mont, August  29,  1864,  and  was  brought  up  as 
a  farmer's  son. 

Mr.  Lord  received  his  academical  education 
at  the  Barre  Academy,  after  which  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  preparatory  department  of  Ober- 
lin  College.  He  subsequently  remained  with  his 
parents  for  some  time,  assisting  in  the  care  of  the 
home  farm  and  teaching  school.  In  the  winter 
of  T887  he  spent  several  months  in  the  wild  woods 
of  Maine,  acting  as  scaler,  clerk  and  paymaster 
at  a  logging  camp,  an  experience  that  proved 
Ixrth  pleasant  and  novel  to  him.  While  yet  a  lad 
he  became  interested  in  the  printer's  art,  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  accumulated  a  few  dollar*  that 
he  could  spend  for  his  own  use  he  bought  a 
small  hand  press,  which  he  learned  to  •  i»erate 
with  great  facility.  Thi>  was  afterward  ex- 
changed for  a  larger  one,  ami  main  remunerative 
jobs  of  printing  came  his  way  even  while  he 
was  living  in  Orange,  his  first  order  of  any  im- 
portance having  been  from  Professor  A.  L.  Cor- 
liss, of  Old  Bridge,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Lord  removed  to  West  Topsham  in  1894, 
and  soon  after  started  a  paper.  The  Obicn-cr, 
with  which  he  was  actively  connected  either  as 
editor  or  manager  for  .1  \  car.  The  location  be- 
ing unfavorable  tor  his  business  purposes,  lie  came 
to  Groton  in  September.  1S96.  and,  receiving 
sufficient  encouragement  from  leading  citizens 
of  the  town,  lagan  the  publishing  of  a  paper,  the 
first  number  of  The  Times  being  issued  by  him  in 
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January,  1897.  The  circulation  of  this  journal, 
small  at  first,  has  largely  increased,  making  its 
way  each  week  into  thousands  of  homes,  keeping 
its  readers  in  touch  with  the  business,  social  and 
political  events  of  the  day.  This  venture  of  Mr. 
lord's  has  been  a  success  in  every  way,  remuner- 
ating him  for  his  strenuous  efforts,  and  proving 
of  inestimable  value  to  the  residents  of  the  Wells 
River  valley.  New  type  and  machinery  have  been 
introduced  in  the  printing  room,  the  paper  has 
recently  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  column 
to  each  page,  and  other  improvements  arc  con- 
stantly making  their  appearance. 

Mr.  Lord  married,  in  1889,  Miss  Etta  May 
Wilds,  of  Orange,  an  accomplished  woman,  who 
assists  him  to  some  extent  in  the  office,  while 
she  presides  most  gracefully  over  their  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lord  have  three  children,  Ralph 
Christie,  Wendell  Edmunds  and  Charles  Del- 
win. 

WILLIAM  LUTHER  STONE. 

William  Luther  Stone,  a  well  known  business 
man  of  Burlington,  was  bcrn  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember, 1850,  in  Charlotte,  Vermont,  which  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  the  late  Ammi 
F.  Stone.  This  prominent  old  family  trace  their 
ancestry  back  to  Sir  William  Stone,  of  F.nglnud. 
who  is  believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  death  warrant  of  Charles  I.  The  great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Charles 
Stone,  who  lived  and  died  in  Stbckbridgc,  and 
by  his  wife,  Jemima,  he  became  the  father  of  five 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Dan.  became  a 
physician,  and  settled  in  Monkton,  Vermont.  The 
second  son,  Ethan,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  was 
engaged  in  practice  in  Lenox.  Massachusetts,, 
but  subsequently  remove* I  west  and  finally  lo- 
cated in  Cincinnati.  ( )hi«>.  where  he  rose  to  a  posi- 
tion of  affluence.  The  third  son,  whose  name  is 
not  known,  settled  in  northern  Ohio,  where  many 
of  his  descendants  are  still  living.  The  two 
daughters  of  the  family,  one  of  whom  bore  the 
name  of  Loraina.  married,  the  latter  locating 
in  western  New  York,  while  the  other 
married  a  brewer  and  resided  in  South 
Tyringham.  now  Monterey.  Massachusetts. 
The  youngest  memlier  of  the  family . 
Luther  Stone,  became  the  great-grandfather  of 


William  Luther  Stone.  He  emigrated  from 
Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  to  Vermont  in  an 
early  day,  becoming  one  of  the  first  household- 
ers of  the  town  of  Arlington.  He  followed  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  both  Massachusetts  and  Ver- 
mont, ami  was  a  man  of  unblemished  reputation 
and  high  standing  in  the  communities  in  which 
he  lived.  Both  he  and  his  wife  lie  buried  in  the 
beautiful  cemetery  at  Stockbridge,  tucir  tomb- 
stones being  still  in  an  excellent  state  of  preserva- 
tion, and  on  the  former's  stone  is  the  following 
inscription :  "Who,  not  conscious  of  any  wrong, 
was  not  afraid  to  die."  The  old  house  and  store 
in  which  these  honored  ancestors  lived  and  traded 
are  still  standing,  and  the  old  homestead  farm  is 
beautifully  located  on  Stockbridge  Lake,  one  of 
the  handsomest  places  in  Berkshire  county,  and 
the  one  chosen  by  the  author  Hawthorne  for  his 
residence.  To  Luther  and  Oladine  Stone  were 
born  ten  children,  as  follows :  Charles,  of  Sandy 
Hill,  New  York ;  Ethan,  who  settled  in  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania;  John,  who  also  located  in 
that  city;  Luther,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject ;  Joel,  who  became  a  resident  of  Charlotte, 
Vermont;  Stephen,  of  Wisconsin;  Aaron,  who 
settled  in  Arlington,  Vermont,  but  subsequently 
died  by  his  own  hand  ;  Betsey,  who  married  Gen- 
eral Martin  Roberts,  of  Manchester.  Vermont, 
where  she  lived  and  was  buried ;  Julia,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Bonney,  but  subsequently 
went  to  live  with  her  sister  Betsey,  where  she 
made  her  home  until  death;  and  Mira,  who  was 
first  marired  to  a  Mr.  Jones,  of  Jonesville.  New 
York,  and  after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Roberts. 

The  late  Edward  Roberts,  a  son  of  Major 
General  Martin  and  Betsey  (Stone)  Roberts,  was 
born  at  the  Roberts  homestead  in  Manchester, 
Bennington  county,  Vermont,  on  the  23d  ot 
March,  1812,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1893. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Roberts,  moved 
during  the  middle  of  the  last  century  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Bennington  county,  Vermont,  and  be- 
came a  minute-man,  being  ever  ready  to  protect 
his  country  from  the  inroads  of  the  French  and 
Indians.  The  grandfather  of  Edward  was  Chris- 
topher Roberts,  who  served  against  the  British 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Edward  Roberts 
was  the  son  of  Major  General  Martin  Roberts, 
while  his  mother  was  Betsey  Stone,  of  Arlington, 


Digitized  by  Google 


216 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Vermont,  his  lather-*  second  wife.  His  carlv 
life  was  spent  on  the  Roberts  homestead,  in  the 
company  of  seven  sisters  and  six  brothers,  one 
of  whom,  Major  General  Benjamin  S.  Roberts, 
was  a  graduate  of  West  Point  and  served  in  the 
Mexican  and  Civil  wars.  Edward  Roberts,  when 
young,  was  naturally  inclined  to  reading  and 
study,  and  it  was  his  constant  desire  to  enter  a 
profession.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Rutland,  Vermont,  where  he 
entered  the  office  of  E.  C.  Purdy,  editor  of  the 
Rutland  Herald,  and  a  distant  relative  of  his. 
He  remained  there  about  three  years,  and  in  the 
fall  of  i&X)  went  to  Fishkill-on-thc-Hudson,  there 
entering  the  Highland  Grove  Gymnasium,  a  class- 
ical preparatory  school  then  under  the  charge  of 
the  Rev.  Drainard  Kent,  who  afterward  became 
his  brother-in-law.  Ihere  he  applied  himself  dil- 
igently to  his  studies,  and  when  not  so  occupied 
taught  school.  In  183 1  he  entered  Williams  Col- 
lege, intending  to  prepare  himself  for  the  min- 
istry, but  his  studies  were  s<xm  abruptly  terminat- 
ed, a  severe  attack  of  inflammatory  eyes  and 
dyspepsia  causing  him  to  retire  from  college. 
For  the  succeeding  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in 
travel  and  teaching,  devoting  as  much  time  to 
study  as  he  could  bear,  and  being  especially  fond 
of  Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew.  In  1840  he  mar- 
ried Lucy  Maria  Benjamin,  the  daughter  )»f 
Nathan  Benjamin,  of  South  Egremont,  Massa- 
chusetts. By  this  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren. His  first  wife  died  in  1845,  and  two  years 
later,  in  1847,  ne  married  his  second  wife,  Irene 
B.  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Royal  Robinson, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children.  In  1841  he  came 
to  this  city  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
subsequently  becoming  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  firm  of  Roberts,  Cushman  &  Company,  with 
which  he  was  afterward  connected.  His  death 
resulted  from  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  he  left 
a  wife,  four  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Luther  Stone,  the  grandfather  of  William 
Luther  Stone,  grew  to  man's  estate  in  Arlington, 
there  receiving  his  early  education,  after  which 
he  studied  medicine.  Subsequently  locating  at 
Charlotte,  Vermont,  he  was  there  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  very  successful  as  a  physician,  accumulat- 
ing a  la  rye  propertv,  and  during  the  later  years  oi 
his  I;fe  devoted  his  attention  to  the  care  of  his 


large  landed  interests.  Dr.  Stone  was  an  active 
politician,  being  first  identified  with  the  Whigs 
and  later  with  the  Republicans.  He  filled  numer- 
ous local  offiees  and  represented  his  town  in  the 
state  legislature.  He  married  Eunice  P.  Puller,  a 
daughter  of  Ammi  Fuller,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, who  came  from  Connecticut  to  Vermont  in 
pioneer  times.  Three  children  were  born  to  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife,  namely :  Ammi  P.,  the  father 
of  our  subject ;  Luther,  who  followed  farming  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  having  married 
Plielx-  Kcyes,  by  whom  he  had  five  daughters, 
Fanny,  Josephine,  Ruth,  Jennie  and  Isabella; 
and  Louise  Maria,  who  married  Captain  T.  D. 
Chapman.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Ammi  P.  Stone  was  graduated  at  the  Burr 
Seminary,  after  which  he  attended  the  University 
of  Vermont,  and  later  studied  law  with  Luther  P. 
Marsh,  being  admitted  to  the  Vermont  bar  at 
Rutland  on  the  day  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  Settling  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  he  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  but 
after  a  few  years  returned  to  Charlotte,  Vermont, 
where  he  established  himself  in  the  mercantile 
business.  He  afterward  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  a  time,  but  retired  from  that  occu- 
pation in  1869  and  located  in  Burlington,  where 
he  carried  on  brewing  for  about  ten  years.  He 
married  Julia  A.  Wright,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Maria  (Johnston)  Wright,  who  came  to  this 
state  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  settled  first 
in  Underbill,  and  afterward  lived  in  various 
places,  but  both  spent  their  last  days  in  Burling- 
ton, the  father  dying  in  July,  1886,  and  the  mother 
in  May,  1890.  They  reared  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Eliza:  Maria;  Julia  A.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Ammi  P.  Stone .  Mary  Jane ;  and  William. 

William  Luther  Stone  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  seminary  at  Charlotte,  and  later  pursued 
the  branches  of  knowledge  in  which  he  was  most 
interested  at  a  select  school.  Leaving  the  home 
farm  when  a  lad  of  seventeen  years,  he  came  to 
Burlington  to  complete  his  education,  and  a  year 
later,  in  company  with  his  father,  purchased  the 
IYtter>Mi  Brewing  business.  living  engaged  in 
brewing  and  malting  until  iS;q.  when,  on  account 
of  the  stringency  of  the  prohibition  law.  he  dis- 
continued his  operations  in  that  line.    He  has 
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since  carried  on  an  active  business  as  a  bottler 
and  dealer  in  mineral  and  soda  waters.  Mr. 
Stone  is  prominently  identified  witli  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Burlington  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  ;  to  Burlington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  to  Bur- 
lington Council,  K.  &  S.  M. ;  to  Burlington  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T. ;  to  the  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  an 
ardent  sportsman,  enjoying  hunting  and  fishing, 
and  in  his  political  affiliations  is  a  Democrat.  On 
the  1 2th  of  January,  1882,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Etta  II.  Stannard,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
General  George  J.  Stannard. 

llo.N.  GEUKGE  \\  .  II  FN  DEE. 

Hon.  George  W.  Hendce,  of  Morrisville. 
former  governor  of  the  state  of  Vermont  and 
memlx-r  of  Congress,  who  has  also  occupied 
many  other  responsible  public  positions  and 
has  contributed  largely  to  the  development  of  the 
common  wealth  through  his  connection  with 
pioneer  railroad  and  other  important  enterprises, 
is  a  descendant  of  an  old  family  which  through 
several  generations  has  had  among  its  rnemliers 
those  whose  lives  have  been  of  much  usefulness. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Roswell  Hendee. 
was  active  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  village  of  Ran- 
dolph, where  he  came  to  his  death  from  injuries 
sustained  in  falling  from  a  building  upon  whose 
construction  he  was  engaged.  By  his  marriage 
with  a  member  of  the  Terrill  family.  Roswell 
Hendee  became  the  father  of  the  following  named 
children :  Jehiel  P.,  who  is  to  be  referred  to  be- 
low •  George,  who  was  a  mechanic  in  the  employ 
of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  Company,  and 
is  now  deceased ;  Wealthy,  who  becanv  the  wife 
of  one  Stillings;  Millie,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Dr.  O.  P.  Forbush.  a  practicing  dentist  of  Mont- 
pelier  :  Eliza,  who  married  one  Flanders :  Elisa- 
beth, who  married  one  Magill,  and  now  resides 
in  Washington  city :  and  Homer. 

Jehiel  P.  Hendee.  eldest  child  in  the  family 
named,  was  born  in  1807  in  Randolph,  and  died 
February  n,  185 1,  in  Morrisville.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  in  his  native  town, 
and  while  the  instruction  afforded  him  was 
me?grc,  his  native  ability  and  ambition  served  as 
a  stimulus,  and  he  acquired  a  generous  fund  of 
knowledge  through  his  private  studies,  and  came 


to  positions  of  great  usefulness  and  influence. 
He  became  the  first  editor  of  the  first  newspaper 
published  in  Lamoille  county,  the  Chrstian 
PollmiUuH,  a  religious  journal  which  he  estab- 
lished in  1832,  and  which  he  conducted  with 
marked  ability  for  three  years.  He  subsequently 
became  a  minister  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  his  days  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  sacred  calling,  so  far  as  his  not 
vigorous  health  would  permit,  and  was  particu- 
larly well  known  throughout  northern  Vermont, 
where  he  was  held  in  high  esteem.  In  his  early 
manhood  he  married  Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  John 
Ferrin,  of  Morristown.  and  to  them  was  bom 
only  one  child,  George  W.  Hendee. 

George  W.  Hendee  was  born  in  Stowc.  Ver- 
mont, November  30,  1832.  His  father's  health 
and  calling  forbade  the  accumulation  of  means, 
and  the  son  was  from  an  early  age  dependent  up- 
on himself.  He  began  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  with  his  own  earnings  paid  for 
further  instruction  in  the  People's  Academy  in 
Morrisville.  His  desire  for  learning  exceeded 
his  opportunities  for  its  obtainment,  except  by 
his  own  private  reading  of  such  books  as  he 
could  obtain.  That  he  made  good  use  of  them  is 
apparent,  when  it  is  noted  that  on  coming  of  age 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  schools.  A  year  before  this  he  began  a  course 
of  legal  study  under  the  preceptorship  of  W.  G. 
Ferrin.  of  Johnson,  and  three  years  later,  in 
1855.  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lamoille  coun- 
ty. He  made  a  rapid  rise  in  his  profession,  while 
his  industry,  pleasing  address  and  manifest  apti- 
tude for  his  calling  soon  bringing  to  him  an  excel- 
lent clientele  and  an  array  of  cases  which  con- 
stantly grew  in  number  and  importance.  In  the 
vcars  which  followed,  his  practice  was  extended 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  and  to  the  fed- 
eral, circuit  and  district  courts,  in  all  of  which, 
in  litigation  of  commanding  importance  and 
abounding  in  vexatious  intricacies,  he  acquitted 
himself  with  a  degree  of  ability  which  afforded 
promise  of  his  taking  rank  with  the  first  of  his 
profession  in  the  land. 

But  other  interests  were  pressed  upon  him. 
and  in  course  of  years  the  law  came  to  be  a  sec- 
ondary consideration  with  him.  and  he  practi- 
cally declined  all  legal  business  except  that  of 
the  greatest  moment  and  in  the  highest  courts. 
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He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  promoters  and  con- 
structors of  the  Portland  &  Ogdensburg  Rail- 
road, and  he  gave  his  undivided  attention  to 
that  enterprise  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  In 
1891  he  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  Mont- 
real, Portland  &  Boston  Railroad  of  Canada. 
During  the  same  years  he  was  largely  connected 
with  the  financial  institutions,  among  them  the 
Union  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  Company,  of  Mor- 
risville. 

Prom  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  super- 
inteudency  of  schools,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  there  has  scarcely  been  a  year  when  he 
was  not  also  occupied  with  some  public  trust. 
In  1 858-50.  he  was  state's  attorney  for  Lamoille 
county;  in  1861 -us  he  was  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature,  house  of  representatives ;  during  the 
Civil  war  he  was  deputy  United  States  provost 
marshal:  and  in  i860  and  for  the  two  succeed- 
ing years  he  was  a  senator  from  Lamoille  county. 
Tii  1868  he  was  elected  lieutenant  governor,  tak- 
ing his  seat  as  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  at 
the  ensuing  session,  and  he  occupied  that  posi- 
tion until  February.  1870,  when  he  came  to  the 
gubernatorial  chair  as  successor  to  Governor 
Washburn.  After  the  expiration  of  his  official 
term  he  was  elected  to  the  forty-third  Congress, 
and  he  was  twice  consecutively  re-elected.  From 
1879  to  1885  he  served  as  a  national  bank  exam- 
iner, under  authority  of  the  United  States  treas- 
ury department,  and  while  acting  in  that  ca|>acity 
was  made  receiver  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Pouhney  and  the  Vermont  National  Bank  of  St. 
Albans.  In  all  the  various  stations  to  which  he 
was  called,  as  before  enumerated,  he  brought  the 
highest  ability  and  a  lofty  sense  of  public  duty 
and  obligation.  Every  trust  involving  motley  or 
other  property  was  discharged  with  scrupulous 
honesty.  As  a  legislator  and  executive,  his  sole 
regard  was  for  the  public  interest,  and  to  con- 
scientiously guard  the  people's  rights  and  funds. 
Dining  his  congressional  terms,  he  served  upon 
the  committee  on  private  land  claims  and  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  As 
a  member  of  the  latter  named  body,  he  was  pri- 
marily instrumental  in  drafting  and  securing 
the  passing  of  a  law  which  worked  a  salutary  in- 
novation by  placing  the  District  under  such  a 
form  of  government  as  afforded  it  a  substantial 
financial  Ikims. 


In  all  this  busy  life,  crowded  with  so  man) 
large  concerns,  Governor  Hendee  has  borne  hi- 
full  share  of  the  burdens  of  a  citizen  of  his  home 
village,  and  he  is  there  held  in  honor  and  af- 
fection for  his  many  unselfish  services.  He  has 
given  his  aid  unsparing,  by  influence  and  means, 
to  the  advancement  of  every  worthy  local  en- 
terprise, and  he  has  repeatedly  occupied  local 
offices,  including  that  of  president  of  the  board 
of  village  trustees,  to  which  he  has  been  re- 
peatedly elected.  For  several  years  past  he  has 
lived  in  comparatively  retirement,  caring  for  hi> 
fine  agricultural  property  and  finding  pleasure 
in  aiding  in  an  industry  which  has  lieen  of  in- 
calculable benefit  to  the  people,  the  breeding  of 
light-class  carriage  horses  of  the  beautiful  Mor- 
gan strain.  He  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the 
men  and  events  of  the  day,  and  his  influence  in 
Republican  councils  is  sought  for  as  it  was  in 
the  younger  days  of  the  party,  with  which  he  has 
been  actively  identified  from  its  inception. 

Governor  Hendee  was  married  November 
l8.55.  lo  Mi-**  Milissa,  daughter  of  Stevens 
and  Caroline  (Johnson)  Reddipg.  who  died  in 
1861.  leaving  one  child,  Lillian  Frances,  who  is 
also  deceased.  <  >n  December  23.  1803.  Gover- 
nor Hendee  was  married  to  Miss  Viola  L., 
daughter  of  f.oren  and  Fidelia  1  I'ainel  Ihsndy. 

RF.V.  GEORGE  W  ESLEY  CLOUGH. 

Rev.  George  Wesley  Clough,  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  at  Groton,  was  born  in  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  January  12.  1849,  a  son  of  Mor- 
ris and  Martha  (Foss)  Clough.  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1852.  George  W.  Clough  is  a 
self-made  man  in  the  true>t  sense  implied  by  the 
term.  Being  left  fatherless  at  the  tender  age  of 
three  years,  he  was  bound  out  as  a  young  boy 
to  a  New  Hampshire  fanner,  with  whom  he  iive<: 
a  number  of  years,  attending  the  district  school 
in  winter,  and  becoming  familiar  with  the  various 
branches  of  agriculture.  Going  to  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts,  in  186.},  he  -pent  a  year  in  that 
city;  while  there  he  was  converted, -and  made 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Returning  then 
to  Haverhill,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  painter 
and  paper-hanger,  which  he  followed  several 
years,  even  while  pursuing  his  studies  at  the 
Madison,  now  Colgate.  University,  at  Hamilton, 
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New  York,  where  he  completed  his  study  of 
theology  in  1869. 

-Mr.  Clough  continued  his  trade  in  Lau  rence, 
.Massachusetts,  during  the  next  ten  years,  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  being  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. In  this  capacity  he  was  a  leader  in  the 
numerous  meetings  held  in  the  schoolhouses  and 
jiarks  of  the  city  under  the  auspices  of  this  organi- 
zation, preaching  a  part  of  the  time  once  a  month, 
helping  support  a  mission,  also  preaching  occa- 
sionally without  compensation  to  a  colored  con- 
gregation. In  the  summer  of  1879  Mr.  Clough 
tilled  the  pulpit  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Newton 
Junction,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  following 
December  was  ordained  in  that  town.  He  re- 
mained there  the  next  three  years,  and  saw  the 
church  double  its  membership.  Being  called  to 
the  Bakers  River  Baptist  church,  an  off -shoot  of 
an  old-established  church  of  Rumney,  New 
Hampshire,  he  was  instrumental  in  healing  the 
breach  between  the  two  religious  organizations 
and  uniting  the  two  churches.  Coming  then  to 
Vermont,  he  was  settled  at  Groton  for  two  years, 
and  at  North  Troy  two  years,  in  both  of  which 
there  were  many  additions,  going  then  to  West 
Plattsburg,  New  York,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  in  the  meantime  baptizing  forty-two  per- 
sons. Returning  to  Massachusetts,  he  preached  in 
Andover  two  years,  where  a  good  work  was  ac- 
complished, after  which  he  accepted  a  position  at 
Mount  Holly.  Vermont,  where  he  built  over  a 
church  and  welcomed  over  thirty  additions. 

Six  years  later  he  was  recalled  to  Groton, 
where  he  has  since  labored  with  untiring  energy 
ami  earnestness,  meeting  with  a  deserved  reward 
in  his  ministerial  labors,  a  goodly  number  having 
joined  the  church  by  letter  and  baptism.  During 
this  time  the  church  building  has  been  improved 
by  the  addition  of  a  bell,  and  the  pew  s  have  been 
supplied  with  Baptist  hymnals,  and  running 
water  has  been  put  in.  Mr.  Clough  has  a  rich 
tenor  voice,  which  is  often  heard  in  church,  and 
he  is  frequently  called  upon  at  the  state  conven- 
tions of  the  Baptist  churches  to  lead  the  singing 
and  sing  solo  selections.  He  also  has  helped 
many  pastors  in  evangelistic  services,  and  has 
been  greatly  blessed  in  seeing  many  conversions. 
He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  educational  mat- 


ters, and  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Groton 
schools  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Clough  married,  June  4,  1871,  Miss  Mary 
E.  Kempton,  of  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  and 
they  have  four  children,  namely:  Ida  E.,  Irwin 
W.  and  Hva  A.,  twins,  and  Arthur  W. 

CHAUNCEY  WELLS  BROW  NELL. 

The  name  which  forms  the  caption  of  this 
sketch  was  borne  by  one  who  during  a  long  and 
active  life  rendered  distinguished  service  to  the 
state,  and  by  another,  in  the  person  of  his  son, 
who  has  proven  well  worthy  of  the  name.  Chaun- 
cey  Wells  Brownell  was  born  in  Williston,  Ver- 
mont, September  13,  181 1,  the  son  of  Samuel 
and  Zcruah  (Forbes)  Brownell.  His  paternal 
and  maternal  grandfathers  were  both  Revolution- 
ary soldiers,  and  made  honorable  records.  The 
latter  of  these,  John  Forbes,  widely  noted  for  his 
ready  wit  and  cpiick  power  of  repartee,  came  to 
Williston  in  very  early  times.  Samuel  A.,  father 
of  Chauncey  W.  Brownell,  came  with  his  parents 
from  Connecticut  to  Williston  and  purchased  land 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  original  town  of 
Burlington  (now  Williston),  embracing  a  large 
portion  of  the  grant  to  Governor  Benning  Went- 
worth,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  this  township. 

In  this  new  country,  which  his  hands  aided  in 
clearing  and  bringing  under  cultivation,  Chauncey 
VY.  Browncl!  grew  to  manhood.  His  early  days 
wore  devoted  to  arduous  manual  labor,  and  his 
evening-,  to  study  by  the  light  of  the  huge  logs 
burning  m  the  old  fashioned  fireplace,  or  the  oc- 
casional aid  of  the  glimmer  of  a  pine  knot.  There, 
with  a  board  and  piece  of  charcoal,  he  solved 
many  a  problem  in  mathematics  that  afterward 
served  him  in  good  stead  when  he  taught  a  district 
school.  Under  such  circumstances  did  he  lay  the 
foundations  of  an  education,  and  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, at  the  same  lime  in  the  backwfiods  of  Illi- 
nois, was  similarly  employed.  The  writer  of  these 
pages,  who  wel'  knew  the  great  American  last 
named,  is  here  tempted  to  turn  aside  to  proclaim 
the  worth  of  an  education  so  acquired,  not,  per- 
haps, so  much  in  what  was  immediately  learned 
as  in  the  stimulus  which  the  learning  gave  for 
greater  effort.  Suffice  11  to  say  that,  in  both  cases, 
the   process   of   self-education   was  continued 
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through  life,  and  brought  rich  reward  in  practical 
knowledge  and  highly  developed  mental  powers. 

In  1840  Mr.  Brownell  purchased  a  large  farm 
in  the  southwestern  corner  of  Wiiliston,  on  which 
he  continued  to  reside  during  his  life.  It  was  his 
ambition  to  build  up  and  improve,  and  leave  to 
those  who  should  come  after  him  more  comforts 
and  larger  sources  of  income  than  he  had  been 
permitted  to  enjoy.  He  set  out  large  orchards 
and  grew  all  varieties  of  fruit  that  the  climate 
would  permit.  He  sought  to  beautify  the  road- 
ways, and  planted  large  numbers  of  maple,  elm, 
butternut,  walnut,  and  other  domestic  trees, 
which  today  expand  along  the  street  for  more 
than  ;i  mile,  making  a  shady  and  attractive  drive. 
He  added  to  his  real  estate  from  time  to  time, 
seldom  parting  with  any  he  had  acquired,  and 
it  was  owing  t<»  this  peculiar  phase  of  his  char- 
acter that  at  his  death,  notwithstanding  convey- 
ance to  his  children,  he  was  the  possessor  of  more 
than  one  thousand  acres.  He  gave  much  time 
and  thought  to  the  improvement  of  stock,  and 
bred  and  owned  some  of  the  best  horses,  cattle 
and  sheep  in  the  state.  Remarkably  industrious 
and  energetic,  his  rare  usefulness  as  a  citizen  ever 
fell  below  his  standard,  and  his  last  words  were 
those  of  regret — "My  work  is  but  half  accom- 
plished.'' In  his  business  relations  he  was  hon- 
esty and  integrity  personified,  and  his  genial  tem- 
perament made  him  the  friend  of  all  who  were 
brought  into  association  with  him. 

Deeply  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Ke 
publican  party,  Mr.  Brownell  was  a  useful,  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  and  was  called  to  nearly  all 
the  duties  entrusted  to  town  officials.  An  un- 
compromising believer  in  the  protection  of  Ameri- 
can industries,  he  was  quickly  out  of  patience 
with  those  who  advocated  a  free  trade  policy. 
He  represented  Wiiliston  in  the  legislature  of 
1860-61,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  state 
senate  from  Chittenden  county  for  the  first  bi- 
ennial term  of  1870.  In  these  positions  his  con- 
duct was  characterized  by  strict  regard  for  the 
public  welfare.  He  never  withheld  his  support 
from  a  worthy  measure,  nor  failed  to  antagonize 
one  which  was  vicious,  and  his  influence  was 
strongly  felt  at  all  times  during  the  legislative 
sessions. 

On  March  14.  1841,  he  married  Miss  I -aura 
C,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Laura  (Chapin)  Hig- 


lee,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  named 
children:  Samuel  A.,  of  Essex;  Zeruah  1\,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  1*\  Whitney,  of  Wii- 
liston; Chauncey  W.,  referred  to  at  length  here- 
inafter; Laura  H.,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
Collier,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York ;  and  Eliza,  who 
died  in  1862.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  November,  1852.  In  May.  1854,  Mr.  Brownell 
married  Miss  Martha  M.,  daughter  of  Hon.  John 
Van  Sicklen,  of  South  Burlington.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage  were  Sarah  V.,  Mary 
A.,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Thorp,  of  Middlebury,  and  Grove 
L.,  of  Essex.  One,  John  Lester,  died  in  1855. 
Mrs.  Brownell  died  January  5,  1891,  and  Mr. 
Brownell  on  June  4,  1892. 

Chauncey  Wells  Brownell,  second  son  of 
Chauncey  W  ells  ami  Laura  <  Higbee  j  Brownell, 
was  born  October  7,  1847,  in  Wiiliston,  Ver- 
mont. He  received  His  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  village,  prepared 
for  college  in  the  Wiiliston  and  Alburg  Springs 
academies,  and  entered  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1870.  and  in  1873  he  received  from  the  in- 
stitution the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  lie  be- 
came a  student  in  the  Albany  (New  York)  I-aw 
School,  and  after  receiving  his  diploma  opened 
a  law  office  in  Burlington  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Amply  prepared  for 
his  calling,  lie  soon  gathered  about  himself  a 
large  and  influential  clientage,  and  took  his  place 
as  1  me  of  the  most  active  and  successful  members 
of  the  local  bar.  Aside  from  the  exactions  of 
his  personal  practice,  he  has  during  all  his  active 
life  been  called  to  positions  of  great  public  im- 
portance. He  was  for  four  years  grand  juror 
and  prosecuting  attorney  of  his  city,  and  for  two 
years  was  state's  attorney  for  Chittenden  county. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  his  party  has  recog- 
nized his  ability  in  leadership  by  choosing  him 
to  various  other  honorable  stations.  He  was  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  state  senate,  from  1874 
to  1880,  then  was  advanced  to  the  secretaryship, 
anil  he  occupied  the  latter  position,  by  successive 
re-elections,  until  1890.  In  the  latter  year  he 
was  elected  secretary  of  state,  and  he  was  re- 
lccted  successively  in  1892,  1894  and  1896.  He 
was  electee!  for  an  unexpired  term,  and  consented 
to  serve,  as  he  thought  it  his  duty.  He  was  re- 
elected in  March,  1000,  a  member  of  the  board 
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of  aldermen  from  the  Fifth  ward.  He  declined 
further  re-election,  in  1902  he  was  elected  to 
represent  Chittenden  county  in  the  state  senate, 
and  he  was  unanimously  elected  president  pro 
tempore  of  that  body  upon  its  organization.  In 
all  these  various  positions  he  has  acquitted  him- 
self most  creditably,  and  won  for  himself  the 
reputation  of  an  entirely  capable  and  strictly  con- 
scientious officer. 

Various  important  business  interests  also  com- 
mand the  attention  of  this  remarkably  industrious 
man.  He  has  the  management  and  personal  su- 
pervision of  the  large  and  valuable  paternal  es- 
tate, and  is  a  director  in  the  Electric  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  and  trustee  and  vice  president  of 
the  J  Ionic  Savings  Hank.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Congregationalism  Mr.  Brownell  was  married 
October  12,  1875,  to  Miss  Eiva  M.,  daughter  of 
the  late  Baxter  and  Laura  (Chase)  Brigham,  of 
West  ford.  Four  children  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage, Carl  Brigham,  Elva  Mabel,  Chauncey  Sher- 
man and  Henry  Chase  Brownell. 

ELMORE  JOHN  HALL,  M.  I). 

Dr.  Elmore  John  Hall,  who  for  a  period  of 
thirty-one  years  faithfully  and  skillfully  dis- 
charged the  many  duties  of  a  practicing  physi- 
cian in  Morrisville.  Vermont,  was  horn  February 
28,  1834,  in  lieamsville,  Ontario,  and  was  the 
son  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  P.  and  Sarah  C.  H)av- 
fnoO  Hall.  The  father,  who  was  horn  October 
25.  1805.  in  Orwell.  Vermont,  spent  the  early 
part  of  his  life  in  his  native  place  in  Hristol. 
after  which  he  went  to  P.eamvillc,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ontario.  Somewhat  later  he  married, 
and  in  1835  he  and  his  wife  united  with  the 
Baptist  church,  being  baptized  by  Elder  Curry 
in  Lake  Ontario.  Soon  afterwards  he  began 
preaching,  and  while  visiting  in  Waterhury,  Ver- 
mont, he  was  persuaded  to  liecome  the  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church  at  that  place,  and  there  he 
remained  for  eleven  years,  alternating  between 
that  church  and  the  Baptist  church  in  Morris- 
ville. At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
Ontario,  where  he  preached  fourteen  years,  tak- 
ing up  new  work  which  developed  into  a  strong 
church.  At  the  close  of  this  protracted  ser- 
vice he  found  that  his  health  was  impaired,  and 
as  he  was  advancing  in  years,  he  came  to  Morris- 


town,  and  settled  near  his  children  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  beautiful  village  of  Morrisville. 
Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  preach- 
ing, as  his  health  and  opportunity  permitted,  at 
Johnson.  Watcrbury  and  other  places,  often 
supplying  the  pulpits  of  the  different  denomina- 
tions in  his  resident  village.  Only  four  or  rive 
weeks  before  he  died  he  preached  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  taking  for  his  text  the 
second  verse  of  the  one  hundredth  psalm.  He 
died  in  Morrisville,  Feoruary  10,  1889,  after  a 
short  illness  of  pneumonia.  He  was  universally- 
revered  and  loved,  being  familiarly  known  in  the 
neighborhood  as  "Elder  Hall."  His  wife  passed 
away  March  20,  1893. 

Dr.  Elmore  John  Hall  received  his  education 
in  Morrisville  Academy  and  in  Castleton,  and  in 
his  youth  he  taught  school  in  Morrisville,  Stowe 
and  Bristol.  He  studied  medicine  with  the  late 
Dr.  H.  Powers,  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Burlington  College,  and  subse- 
quently took  (Mist-graduate  courses  in  Burlington 
and  New  York,  always  keeping  closely  in  touch 
with  the  advanced  thought  of  his  profession.  He 
began  the  practice  in  Waterhury  Center,  and 
later  moved  to  Highgate,  w  here  he  continued  in 
practice  until  August.  1862.  when  he  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Company  L,  l-'irst  Regiment  Ver- 
mont Cavalry.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
assistant  surgeon,  January  1.  1863,  and  rendered 
efficient  service  until  his  discharge,  by  reason  of 
resignation.  September  to,  iKfq.  He  returned 
to  Highgate,  and  in  1866  engaged  in  practice  in 
.Morrisville  in  association  with  Dr.  II.  Powers. 

In  the  local  life  of  the  community  Dr.  Hall 
was  always  an  111U  rested  and  active  participant. 
A  few  years  ago  he  and  Arthur  L.  Cheney  be- 
came interested  m  the  drug  business,  having 
bought  the  Woodward  store,  and  later  Dr.  Hall's 
enthusiasm  and  desire  for  the  improvement  were 
largely  responsible  for  the  development  of  plans 
that  made  possible  the  present  corner  block  in 
which  the  drug  business  is  situated.  He  was 
always  intensely  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
Morrisville  Acadejnv,  of  which  institution  he 
had  long  been  a  trustee.  For  a  time  he  held  the 
position  of  village  trustee.  He  served  as  United 
States  pension  examiner  for  twenty-one  years 
continuously  and  was  one  of  the  Pleasant  View 
cemetery  commissioners.    He  was  a  member  of 
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James  M.  Warner  Post  No.  4,  G.  A.  K..  and  was 
a  communicant  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Dr.  Hall  married,  February  15.  1859,  Ophe- 
lia S.  Titus.  They  had  an  adopted  daughter,  A. 
Bell,  who  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Delmar 
K.  Croft,  a  Baptist  clergyman  of  Boston.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  named  De  Foe. 

Dr.  Hall's  last  illness  was  short,  being  partly 
the  result  of  over-work.  In  the  discharge  of 
professional  duties  he  was  indefatigable,  his  last 
call  being  made  but  one  week  and  one  day  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  May  1.  1897.  The 
event  was  followed  by  a  universal  sense  of  be- 
reavement, all  classes  uniting  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  a  skillful  and  benevolent  physician,  an  in- 
tensely loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  a 
truly  kind-hearted  man.  Modest  to  a  degree 
approaching  diffidence,  he  did  much  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  needy  poor,  and  for  the  advancement 
of  public  projects,  more,  in  fact,  than  will  ever 
l>e  known.  During  the  funeral  services  all  the 
places  of  business  were  closed,  the  local  pastors 
participating  in  the  service,  and  members  of 
Post  James  M,  Warner  attending  in  a  body. 
The  interment  was  in  the  family  lot  in  the  old 
cemetery.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  Chaplain  Rev.  J.  E.  Goodrich  of  First 
Vermont  Cavalry  wilt  seem  to  those  who  know 
him  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  worth: 

"He  was  a  patriot  through  and  through,  ami 
he  served  the  I'nion  with  the  best  that  was  in 
him.  He  could  measure  danger  coolly  and 
calmly,  but  was  never  deterred  by  fear  from  go- 
ing wherever  duty  called.  His  skill  and  com- 
petency as  a  surgeon  were  known  to  all  of  us. 
When  he  came  back  to  civi!  life,  not  content  with 
the  professional  training  he  had  received,  he 
took  additional  courses  at  the  universities,  that 
he  might  spare  neither  cost  nor  pains  to  equip 
himself  thoroughly  for  his  life  work.  The 
church,  the  school,  and  the  village,  all  of  them 
have  missed  the  counsel  and  support  of  a  man 
who  had  unselfishly  striven  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral good.  The  new  cemetery,  the  concrete 
walks,  the  water  and  the  sewerage  systems,  the 
electric  lights,  the  lot  secured  for  a  public  park, 
the  academy,  of  which  Morrisville  has  so  much 
reason  to  Ik:  proud,  all  had  !>cen  promoted  and 
actively  aided  by  him." 

To  this  fervent  tribute  to  a  splendid  citizen. 


it  is  to  be  added  that,  up  to  the  very  last  of  his 
life,  Dr.  Hall  was  occupied  with  plans  for  the 
further  enhancement  of  the  advantages  of  his 
home  village.  As  lK-forc  stated,  he,  with  others, 
had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  the  corner  of 
Congress  street,  which  he  had  determined  to  lay 
out  as  a  public  park,  but  his  death  occurred  be- 
fore he  could  fullv  consummate  his  plans,  and  the 
property  was  finally  sold.  Among  his  largest  and 
most  salutary  benefactions  was  his  setting  aside 
to  an  elderly  and  destitute  couple  a  farm  which 
was  to  be  their  home  during  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  and  was  then  to  pass  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  town. 

Miss  Ophelia  S.  Titus,  wife  of  Dr.  Hall,  was 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Titus,  whose  father,  Joseph 
Titus,  Sr.,  a  farmer  of  Vershire,  Vermont,  mar- 
ried Susan  Bacon,  and  was  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Daniel,  Joseph,  Jr.,  Benjamin, 
Lyman.  Simeon,  Lenox,  Martha,  Chloe,  Dorcas, 
who  married  Isaac  Pennock  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Sophia,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Joseph  Titus,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Vershire.  Ver- 
mont, and  in  early  manhood  removed  to  Wolcott, 
Vermont,  where  he.  was  one  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  cultivated  with  great  success.  He  mar- 
ried Almira  Cotton,  of  Vershire,  Vermont,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Orlando  K.,  who  married  Rowena  Cummings,  of 
Hingham,  Massachusetts,  and  had  four  children, 
of  whom  the  only  one  living  is  Arthur  O..  who 
is  employed  in  the  Hardwick  National  Bank ; 
Ophelia  S.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Elmore 
John  Hall;  Isaac  1\,  who  is  a  merchant  at  Hard- 
wick, Vermont,  and  married  Ella  F.  Holton.  of 
W  ells  River,  Vermont,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. Florence  M.,  Bessie  A.,  Harry  Joseph  and 
Karl  I. ;  Lavina  A.,  who  married  James  Bus- 
well,  resides  in  Boston,  and  has  no  children  now 
living.  Joseph  Titus.  Jr.,  died  at  Wolcott,  Ver- 
mont. December  27,  1878,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  March  7,  1808.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Mrs.  Elmore  J.  Hall,  a  most  estimable  woman, 
proved  a  real  helpmeet  to  her  large-hearted  hus- 
band, and  to  her  be  constantly  attributed  in  full- 
est measure  the  credit  for  his  own  successful 
and  useful  life  and  personal  happiness.  She  vis- 
ited him  while  he  was  at  Fort  Scott,  from  Jan- 
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nary  to  April,  1863,  sharing  with  him  the  ex- 
posures and  dangers  of  active  service  in  the  field 
in  the  days  of  the  Civil  war.  She  ably  seconded 
his  every  effort  in  all  his  relations  with  the  com- 
munity. During  his  many  years  of  suffering, 
which  he  bore  with  patience  and  fortitude,  she 
afforded  him  her  tenderest  ministrations,  and  af- 
ter his  death  she  took  up  with  courage  and  abil- 
ity the  duties  of  executrix  of  his  estate,  besides 
earning  out  with  conscientious  exactness  various 
of  his  beneficent  plans  which  she  knew  lay  near 
to  his  heart. 

FRANK  THAYER  NASH. 

Among  the  representative  citizens  of  Addison 
county,  Vermont,  is  to  lie  named  Frank  T.  Nash, 
of  New  Haven,  one  of  the  most  progressive  of 
its  people,  and  one  who  has  filled  a  large  and  use- 
ful place  in  public  concerns.  The  family  descent 
is  traced  from  Thomas  Nash,  a  gunsmith,  who 
came  to  Boston  in  1637  and  settled  with  the 
colony  at  New  Haven,  in  1638.  The  history  of 
his  descendants  was  published  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, in  1853,  by  Rev.  Sylvester  Nash,  rector 
■ii  N.  Johns  church  at  Essex,  Connecticut. 
Frank  T.  Nash  was  bonj  February  2,  1851,  in 
Raymond,  Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  but  comes 
<>i  old  New  England  stock.  His  paternal 
.^randtather.  William  Nash,  was  born  August  2, 
1787.  in  Goshen.  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Ver- 
mont with  his  father,  also  named  William,  lo- 
cating near  where  die  grandson  has  latterly  re- 
sided. <  icneral  William  Nash,  Jr.,  was  a  pro- 
gressive farmer .  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
larger  affairs  of  the  community.  In  1852  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  national  Whig  convention  at 
Baltimore.  He  was  president  of  the  Rank  of 
Middlebury,  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Bank 
"f  Vergennes,  and  for  fifteen  years  from  its  organi- 
zation in  1832,  a  member  of  the  corporation  of 
Middlebury  College,  vice-president  of  the  Ver- 
mont Bible  Society,  a  general  in  the  state  militia, 
and  was  prominent  in  local  and  state  bible,  niis- 
-ionary  and  temperance  societies.  He  served  in 
Ixjth  houses  of  the  state  legislature,  lieing  re- 
peatedly a  member  of  the  lower  house.  Tn  Janu- 
ary. 18 r-,  he  married  Mary  P.  Wright,  and  they 
■lied,  respectively,  in  December.  187 1,  and  April 
7.  iSfco.  the  widow  attaining  the  ripe  old  age  of 


ninety-one  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  three  of  whom  arc  living,  Jonathan,  of 
Janesville,  Wisconsin;  Noah  P.,  who  lives  in 
Kipon,  Wisconsin;  and  Dorastus  W.  Nash,  who 
lives  in  New  Haven,  Vermont. 

Fordycc  Thcron  Nash,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  P.  (Wright)  Nash,  was  born  July  9,  1820, 
in  New  Haven,  Vermont,  where  he  received  his 
education.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  Wiscon- 
sin for  some  years,  and  subsequently  returned  to 
Vermont  and,  finally,  to  the  place  where  his 
son  now  makes  his  home.  His  wife,  Eliza 
Thayer,  of  Weybridge,  was  born  June  30,  1822, 
a  daughter  of  William  A.  Thayer.  They  were 
married  November  15.  1847,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living, 
Fred  P.,  residing  in  Glen  Elder,  Kanasas,  where 
he  is  a  large  miller  and  cattle  feeder ;  Frank  T., 
further  spoken  of  below  ;  Fordyce  W..  of  Bristol, 
Vermont.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  died,  respectively,  at  the 
ages  of  forty-nine  and  sixty-nine  years,  July  18, 
1869,  and  September  16,  1891. 

Frank  T.  Nash  passed  the  first  five  years 
of  his  life  in  Oak  Grove,  Wisconsin,  and  since 
then  has  lived,  in  turn,  in  New  Haven,  Vermont, 
receiving  his  education  there,  and  in  Fairfax, 
Vermont.  He  taught  school  for  a  time  and  as- 
sisted on  the  farm  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
when  he  entered  upon  the  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty, a  fine  estate  of  two  hundred  acres,  devoted 
to  general  fanning  and  dairying,  a  business 
which,  through  industry  and  intelligent  methods, 
he  has  brought  to  a  high  standard  with  com- 
mensurate financial  results.  Mr.  Nash  has  at  the 
same  time  devoted  a  large  share  of  attention  to 
community  affairs,  and  has  rendered  valuable 
service  to  the  public.  He  served  for  a  number 
of  years  as  selectman,  and  as  chairman  of  the 
board,  and  was  lister  for  one  year.  A  Republican 
in  politics,  he  has  served  as  delegate  to  various 
state  and  county  conventions,  and  represented  the 
town  of  Montpclier  in  1884.  As  were  his  an- 
cestors, he  is  a  Congregationalist  in  religion,  and 
has  been  deacon  of  the  New  Haven  church  for 
many  years,  and  his  wife  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day school. 

Mr.  Nash  was  married  in  1901  to  Mrs. 
Amelia  Thompson,  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Ver- 
mont, daughter  of  Francis  A.  and  Matilda  ( Rut- 
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ler)  Goodroe,  and  widow  of  Frederick  S.  Thomp- 
son. Her  father,  now  deceased,  was,  during  al- 
most his  entire  life,  a  resident  of  New  Haven. 

GEORGE  H.  FOX ,  M.  D. 

Dr.  George  Herbert  Fox,  of  Rutland,  Ver- 
mont, comes  from  a  distinguislied  New  England 
family.  He  is  a  descendant  of  that  Thomas  Fox 
who  was  a  freeman  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
in  1638.  He  was  then  thirty  years  old,  and  had 
probably  come  to  America  some  years  prior  to 
that  date.  He  was  said  to  be  a  son  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Fox,  of  London,  and  it  is  a  family  tradition  that 
he  left  England  in  anger  because  of  injustice 
done  him  in  a  law  suit,  which  he  believed  was 
decided  against  him  on  account  of  his  being  a 
grandson  of  John  Fox,  the  author. 

Thomas  Fox,  named  above,  was  an  original 
proprietor  of  Cambridge,  then  called  Newton.  He 
was  a  dealer  in  lands,  executor  and  administrator 
of  estates,  a  selectman  in  1658,  and  was  repeatedly 
re-elected.  He  was  an  exemplary  citizen  and  ac- 
tive in  church  affairs.  Who  his  first  wife  was 
is  unknown,  and  it  is  presumed  that  she  died  in 
England.  His  second  wife  was  Ellen,  widow  of 
Percival  Green,  who  came  to  Boston  in  1635. 
She  died  May  27,  1682,  aged  eighty-two.  iroiu 
injuries  received  in  a  fall.  Thomas  Fox  after- 
wards married  (1683)  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Charles  Chadwick,  and,  in  10*5.  married  Kvk-cca 
Wcyth,  who  outlived  him.  He  died  April  25, 
1093.  aged  eighty-five  years. 

Jabez,  son  of  Thomas  Fox.  was  horn  111  Con- 
cord, in  1647.  His  mother  was  presumably  Ellen 
Green.  Ix-fore  named.  Jabez  Fox  was  graduated 
from  Cambridge  in  1665,  and  took  his  second  de- 
gree three  years  later.  In  1678  he  became  as- 
sistant to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carter,  pastor  of  \\  oburn 
church.  In  1670  the  parish  called  him  for  its 
life  minister,  and  built  for  him  a  parsonage  which 
ho  and  his  son  Jabez  occupied  for  seventy-six 
years.  He  enjoyed  the  affection  of  his  people,  but 
at  times  suffered  annoyance,  owing  to  his  salary 
falling  in  arrears.  He  died  of  smallpox  in  Boston, 
February  26.  1702.  and  was  buried  at  W oburn. 
Jn  1866  the  ancient  tombstone  erected  over  his 
grave  was  discovered,  covered  with  earth  and 
vegetation,  ami  was  cleaned  and  restored  to  its 
place  .    Mr.  I- ox  married  Judith  Rayner,  daugh- 


ter of  the  Rev.  John  Rayner,  of  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Dover,  New  Hampshire.  Their 
children  were  John,  Thomas,  Thomas,  Jabez  and 
Judith. 

Jabez,  fourth  son  of  Rev.  Jabez  Fox,  was 
born  at  \V oburn,  December  2,  1684,  and  was  a 
manufacturer  of  woolen  cloth  and  a  merchant 
tailor.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev. 
George  Burroughs,  March  8,  1705.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Thomas,  Hannah,  Judith  and  Rebecca. 

Thomas,  only  son  of  Jabez  Fox,  was  born  in 
Boston.  December  7,  1706,  and  died  in  1796. 
He  was  among  the  hrst  settlers  at  Woodstock, 
Connecticut,  where  he  set  up  a  clothdressing  fac- 
tory. He  lived  in  a  two-story  red  house  not  far 
from  the  wolf  cave  associated  with  the  name  of 
General  Israel  Putnam,  and  their  ancient  domicile 
stood  until  1S50.  when  it  was  burned  down,  lit 
married  Mcrcie,  whose  family  name  is  unknown. 
Their  children  wore:  Hannah.  Thomas,  Marian, 
John,  Jabez,  Fanny  and  Rebecca. 

John,  second  son  and  fourth  child  of  Thomas 
Fox,  was  bo:n  in  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  March 
10,  1737.  He  married  Eleanor  Lovett  ^born  iti 
1740),  and  they  removed  to  Newburgh,  New 
York,  where  he  died,  about  1761.  His  widow 
made  her  way  back  to  Woodstock,  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  miles,  through  an  almost  wilder- 
ness, carrying  her  youngest  child,  William,  while 
John,  the  elder,  walked  by  her  side.  Her  family 
effects  had  been  sent  by  vessel,  and  were  lost  b> 
shipwreck.  She  afterwards  married  Nathaniel 
Child,  and  died  November  12,  1822.  She  is 
spoken  of  a>  a  tall,  finely  built  woman,  and  of 
great  nobility  of  character.  John,  elder  son  of 
Eleanor  (Lovett)  Fox,  was  liorn  August  7,  1759. 
He  was  the  grandfather  of  Tunley  M.  Fox,  of 
Sonth  Woodstock,  Connecticut. 

William,  younger  of  the  two  children  of  John 
Fox  and  Eleanor  Fox,  was  bom  June  28,  1760, 
probably  at  Newburgh,  New  York.  "Bill,"  as 
he  was  called,  had  the  reputation  of  being  a 
wild,  reckless  boy,  and  at  an  early  age  enlisted  in 
the  continental  arm)  in  opposition  to  the  wish  of 
his  mother.  He  served  in  the  army  three  years 
and  ten  months,  most  of  the  time  as  scout,  a  kind 
of  service  well  suited  to  his  inclinations.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  When  his  mother 
found  that  "Bill"  had  enlisted  and  was  bound  to 
go  as  a  soldier,  she  thought  it  best  that  John 
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should  cuter  the  service  for  a  time  to  take  care 
of  his  younger  brother.  It  was  not  long  before 
"Bill"  was  down  with  camp  fever  and  was  so 
low  as  to  be  nearly  helpless.  One  day  the  alarm 
was  given,  and  John  had  to  shoulder  his  musket 
and  leave  his  brother.  It  was  known  that  the 
enemy  was  near,  and  an  attack  had  been  ex- 
pected. If  the  British  won  the  day,  the  brothers 
would  probably  never  meet  again.  John  placed 
water  within  his  brother's  reach,  took  leave  of 
him  and  passed  round  the  tent  on  his  way  to  the 
parade.  Just  then  he  heard  William  whisper, 
John!  John!"  He  returned  and  betiding  over 
his  sick  brother,  asked  what  he  wanted.  "Give 
it  to  them,  John,  damn  them,  give  it  to  'em." 
And,  having  given  this  last  emphatic  charge,  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  be  left  to  his  fate.  For- 
tunately it  was  a  false  alarm,  and  John  was  per- 
mitted to  nurse  his  brother  until  he  recovered. 
He  performed  much  scouting  duty,  for  which  he 
was  peculiarly  fitted  through  his  early  hunting 
experiences.  At  one  time  he  was  detailed  on 
l»oard  an  armed  sloop.  Toward  the  close  of  his 
term  of  service  he  was  engaged  in  the  defense  of 
an  outpost,  where  his  uncle,  Sergeant  Jabez  Fox, 
was  killed.  When  his  term  of  service  had  ex- 
pired he  returned  to  Woodstock,  Conecticut, 
where  he  found  the  prejudice  of  his  friends  had 
been  so  strong  against  him  that  the  property  left 
had  been  given  entirely  to  his  brother.  The  in 
justice  of  this  decision  made  him  resolve  to  leave 
his  old  Connecticut  home  and,  unaided,  seek  his 
fortune  in  a  new  country.  He  came  to  Tinmouth, 
Vermont,  and  worked  for  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Spafford  who  lived  near  the  Roliert  Hopkins 
place.  This  must  have  been  in  1779.  At  the 
close  of  this  six  months  he  married  Philena 
White,  bought  a  piece  of  new  land  and  com- 
menced clearing  a  farm,  the  farm  where  Lincoln 
Andrus  afterward  lived.  He  didn't  really  want 
the  "mosquito  swamp,"  as  it  was  called  in  those 
•lays ;  he  preferred  a  farm  in  Tinmouth,  but 
hadn't  the  scrip  to  pay  for  it.  Near  the  year 
1X00  Governor  Tichenor  (a  friend  of  William") 
and  suite  were  traveling  from  Bennington  to 
Rutland  on  horseback.  They  called  at  a  little 
hotel  in  Wallingford  (Mam  Hull's  Tavern ).  near 
where  widow  White  used  to  live,  to  get  dinner, 
bait  their  horses  and  probably  to  taste  of  the 
good  "Old  New  England."  William  beard  that 
15  * 


they  were  there.  He  called  his  company  of  scouts 
together,  dressed,  drilled  and  painted  as  Indians, 
marched  up  and  took  the  Governor  and  staff 
prisoners,  carried  him  into  the  bush  east  of  the 
village  and  held  a  regular  Indian  pow-wow  over 
him.  It  tooK  a  good  many  bottles  of  "fire  water" 
for  the  Geovernor's  ransom.  William  came  into 
considerable  prominence  through  force  of  charac- 
ter and  integrity.  He  was  town  clerk  and  justice  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature  for  twenty  years.  As  magistrate  he 
probably  performed  more  marriages  than  any 
other  justice  in  the  state.  It  was  his  invariable 
habit  upon  such  an  occasion  to  give  to  the  bride 
the  silver  dollar  which  he  received  from  the  groom 
for  the  performance  of  the  ceremony.  It  is  said 
that  his  decisions  of  law  cases  were  so  just  that 
none  were  ever  reversed  in  a  superior  court. 
In  1780  he  married  Philena  White,  who  was  bom 
in  Rutland  county,  in  October,  1762  She  died 
July  3,  1817,  and  her  husband  died  February 
17,  1822,  at  Wallingford.  Their  children  were 
John.  William,  Kleanor,  Fanny,  Mary,  George, 
Mavin,  Laura,  Philena  and  Priscilla.  There 
were  no  deaths  in  this  family  until  the  youngest 
child  w  as  nearly  grown,  and  parents  and  children 
then  died  in  (puck  succession,  eight  passing  away 
within  a  period  of  twelve  years. 

John,  eldest  son  of  William  Fox,  was  born  in 
Wallingford.  Vermont,  August  24,  1781.  He 
worked  on  his  father's  farm,  attending  school  in 
the  winter  months,  and  afterwards  taught  school 
until  be  was  of  age.  He  studied  medicine  for 
three  years  under  the  prcceptorship  of  Dr.  Ziba 
Hamilton,  of  Wallingford,  and  surgery  for  one 
years  under  Dr.  Ezckiel  Porter,  of  Rutland.  He 
was  licensed  to  practice  by  the  first  Vermont  State 
Medical  Society  in  1807,  and  entered  upon  prac- 
tice at  Wallingford.  In  1829  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine  at  Castleton.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  practitioners  of  his 
time;  his  practice  extended  throughout  Rutland 
county,  and  he  was  frequently  called  to  consid- 
erable distances.  He  was  a  man  of  great  nobility 
of  character,  great  sagacity  and  unswerving  in- 
tegrity, and  was  frequently  called  into  public- 
service.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  in 
1822,  1823,  1824,  1838,  1840,  1841  and  1842.  and 
of  the  senate  in  1847,  l848  and  1849.    May  12, 
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1807,  lie  married  Mary,  born  at  Wallingford  July 
30,  1788.  daughter  of  Elias  Crary. 

Mary  Crary  was  a  descendant  of  Peter  Crary, 
who  was  the  first  of  the  name  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  in  New  London  as  early  as  1063.  He 
married  Christobel  Gallop,  and  had  several  chil- 
dren. Christopher  was  a  grandson  of  Peter,  and 
settled  first  sn  Voluniown,  Connecticut,  and  re- 
moved later  to  Clarendon,  Vermont,  with  his 
wife,  his  son  Ezra,  and  perhaps  other  children. 
Ezra,  son  of  Christopher,  married  and  had  chil- 
dren, in  Vermont,  Nathan,  Elias  and  Nathaniel: 
and  two  daughters:  Dolly,  who  married  John 
Smith,  and  another  daugutcr  who  married  Ran- 
dall Arnold.  Nathan,  son  of  Ezra,  was  a  Meth- 
odist minister,  and  removed  to  St.  Lawrence 
county.  New  York.  He  married  and  had  chil- 
dren :  Edward.  Appleton,  Nathan,  John,  West- 
ley  and  Stqdien.  Sonic  of  his  sons  were  also 
Methodist  ministers. 

Elias,  son  of  Ezra,  was  a  Revolutionary  war 
soldier.  He  married  Hetsev  Palmer,  and  also 
removed  from  Vohmtown,  Connecticut,  with  his 
father-in-law,  David  Palmer,  to  Vennont.  Elias 
and  lktsey  had  issue:  Solomon;  (Tolly)  or 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  Fox; 
Elias,  Jr.,  Sally,  Nathan,  Cynthia,  Dr.  David  and 
George,  all  of  whom  married.  Solomon  and 
Sally  lived  in  Pottsdam.  St.  Lawrence  county. 
New  York  ;  Appleton  and  Mary  in  W  allingford. 
Vermont,  where  they  were  born;  Elias,  Jr.,  set- 
tled in  Illinois;  Nathan,  Cynthia  and  George  mar- 
ried and  had  families.  Dr.  David  Crary  removed 
from  Vermont  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where 
he  followed  his  profession.  He  married,  first. 
Susan  Harris,  of  Drattleboro,  Vermont,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Calvin  Hirris.  and  had  issue.  David,  Frank 
and  Susan.  His  wife  died  in  Hartford  in  1849. 
He  married,  second,  Martha  Tyron,  of  Glaston- 
bury, and  had  two  children,  Lewie  and  Edwin. 
David,  who  is  a  physician,  and  Edwin,  a  drug- 
gist. ?re  now  living  in  Hartford. 

John  and  Mary  Fox  died,  respectively.  J  urn* 
17.  1853.  antl  August  19.  1876.  Mrs.  Fox  was 
a  most  admirable  woman,  and  her  long  life,  much 
of  it  passed  in  widowhood,  was  a  benediction 
upon  all  abrut  her.  She  was  nineteen  \ears  old 
when  sh'-  married  Dr.  Fox.  who  had  just  finished 
his  studies.  For  nearly  half  a  century  she  was 
},;«  ^-Tipathetic  and  helpful  companion.   No  mat- 


ter how  late  his  return  at  night,  after  long  travel 
to  visit  his  patients,  he  never  failed  to  find  all 
needed  means  of  comfort.  She  was  a  devoted 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  her  friendliness  and  aid  went  out  to 
all  the  people  of  the  neighborhood.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  made  her  home  with 
her  daughter,  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Mar- 
tindale. She  was  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Harriet,  William  C,  Elizabeth,  Mary  M.,  John 
M.  and  George  H.  Fox.  Two  of  the  sons,  Will- 
iam C.  and  George  H.,  embraced  the  profession  of 
their  father.  Harriet,  the  first  child,  was  born 
October  13,  1809,  and  died  May  16,  1824. 

William  Crary  Fox,  second  child  and  eldest 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Crary)  Fox,  was  born 
July  4,  181 1.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  his  father,  and  completed  his  professional 
training  in  the  Vermont  Medical  Academy  at 
Castlcton,  graduating  in  1830.  He  practiced  in 
Danby  for  a  short  time,  and  then  in  Walingford, 
where  he  died  May  25,  1880.  He  represented 
the  town  in  the  legislature  in  1852-53.  He  mar- 
ried, May  8,  1834,  Saphronia  Sparhawk.  of  New- 
Hampshire,  who  was  born  in  1813,  and  died 
January  29,  1839.  leaving  one  child,  Harriet  S.. 
born  April  29,  1837.  He  married,  second,  in 
i860.  Helen  M.  Sherman,  born  in  Wallingford, 
in  1836,  and  who  died  January  9,  1864.  His 
daughter,  Harriet  S.,  before  named,  married, 
SeptemlHT  3.  1856,  Dr.  Cephas  K.  Martindale. 
of  LaCrosse.  Wisconsin.  He  died  in  Scptemlier, 
1870.  and  she  married,  .April  29,  1878,  Philip 
H.  Emerson.  He  was  assistant  judge  of  the 
Cuited  States  court  in  Utah,  and  served  on  the 
Ik-iicIi  twelve  years,  having  lieen  appointed  by 
President  Grant  in  1873,  and  serving  until  18S5. 
when  he  retired  to  give  his  entire  attention  to 
the  practice  of  law.    He  died  in  1880. 

Elizabeth,  third  child  of  John  and  Man  Fox. 
was  born  November  n,  1813,  and  died  Scptcm- 
l>cr  22,  1896.  She  married  Edwin  Martindale. 
February  14,  1844.  He  was  Ikihi  in  Dorset,  Ver- 
mont, January  (>,  181 3  ;  died  in  Wallingford.  Ver- 
mont. April  18,  1892.  Mr.  Martindale  was  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  of  Wallingford  for  many  years. 
He  represented  the  town  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1855  and  1856;  was  town  clerk  and  town 
treasurer  several  years,  and  held  other  town 
offices;  wa*  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Rutland 
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Savings  Bank,  a  director  in  the  National  Bank  of 
Rutland,  and  later  in  tin  Merchants'  National 
Hank  of  the  same  place. 

Mary  M..  the  fourth  child,  was  born  May 
28.  1S17,  and  died  September  8,  1838. 

John  M.  Fox,  fifth  child  and  second  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Crary)  Fox,  was  born  April 
27,  1825.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  New  York 
city,  where  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  tax  receiver.  For  twelve  years 
he  was  warden  of  the  |>enitentiary  on  Blackwell's 
Island,  and  he  was  also  warden  of  the  Ludlow 
Street  jail,  a  collector  of  revenue  and  a  deputy 
sheriff,  serving  for  several  years  in  each  of  these 
positions,  and  later  as  warden  of  the  workhouse 
on  Blackwell's  Island.  He  married  Mary  Harris, 
in  New  York  city,  January  29,  1857,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  Wililam  H.,  February 
14,  1858,  and  Frank,  December  2,  1866,  the  latter 
named  of  whom  succeeded  his  father  (who  died 
April  ii,  1901)  as  warden  of  the  workhouse  on 
Blackwell's  Island. 

George  Herbert  Fox,  youngest  child  of  John 
and  Mary  (Crary)  Fox,  was  born  at  Walling* 
ford  March  22,  1830.  He  began  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  pursued  ad- 
vanced branches  in  tile  Troy  Conference  Acad- 
emy, at  I'oultney,  and  at  the  Castleton  Academy, 
but  his  health  t*canu  impaired,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  suspend  his  literary  studies.  In  1848 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  his  father.  He  subsequently  at- 
tended two  courses  of  medical  lectures  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Castleton  Medical  College 
in  1851.  the  year  of  his  attaining  majority.  He 
attended  lectures  and  demonstrations  in  Phila- 
delphia in  the  following  winter,  and  in  the  New 
York  Medical  College  in  1853.  He  then  returned 
to  Wallingford,  where  he  was  engaged  in  prac- 
tice until  1803,  when  he  removed  to  Rutland, 
as  promising  a  more  active  field  for  his  effort. 
In  1865  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  prac- 
tice on  account  of  ill  health,  but  was  so  far  re- 
covered that  he  resumed  practice  in  1868.  While 
busily  engaged  in  his  profession,  he  was  also 
interested  in  a  drug  business  in  Rutland,  from 
186 1  to  1865  associated  with  E.  C.  Lewis,  and 
again  from  1868  to  1870.  Never  really  vigorous 
physically  Dr.  Fox  has  always  been  an  indefa- 
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tigable  worker,  and  has  cared  for  a  large  patron- 
age with  entire  fidelity. 

Known  for  his  great  capability  as  a  practi- 
tioner, Dr.  Fox  at  various  times  has  been  called 
to  responsible  professional  positions.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  1'resideiit  Arthur  a  member  of  the 
medical  board  of  pension  examiners  in  Rutland  at 
the  time  of  its  organization,  and  during  his  four 
years'  term  of  service  and  until  the  incoming 
of  the  Cleveland  administration  he  was  secretary 
of  that  body.  He  is  a  consulting  physician  at 
the  Rutland  Hospital,  a  member  of  the  Rutland 
County  Medical  and  Surgical  Society,  of  the  Rut- 
land Medical  Club,  which  he  aided  in  founding, 
and  of  which  he  was  president  for  two  years; 
of  the  Vermont  State  Medical  Society,  and  for 
some  years  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion ;  and  is  a  member  of  Centre  Lodge  No.  34, 
F.  &  A.  M.  Dr.  Fox  has  been  for  mayy  years 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  the 
East  parish  of  Rutland.  In  1900  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  deacons  to  serve  for  a  term  of  six 
years. 

Dr.  Fox  was  married.  January  12,  1859,  to 
Miss  Pamelia  Harris,  born  July  12,  1838,  a 
daughter  of  Howard  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Walling- 
ford. The  children  of  this  marriage,  all  of  whom 
except  the  first  named  were  born  in  Rutland,  were 
five  in  number:  Mary  E.,  bom  at  Wallingford. 
April  8,  i860,  was  married  November  12,  1884, 
to  Herman  W.  Vaughan,  who  was  born  in  Fort 
Ann,  New  York,  September  17,  1857,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  Mattie.  March  14,  1887, 
and  Wilmah,  February  3,  1889.  Mr.  Vaughan 
is  the  manager  of  the  New  York  branch  (309 
Broadway)  of  the  large  paper  manufacturers, 
Hollingsworth  &  Whitney,  of  Boston,  and  he 
and  his  family  reside  in  Brooklyn.  Edwin  H. 
Fox,  born  May  3,  1865,  was  married  October 
15.  l895>  to  Miss  Frances  H.  Mitchell,  of  Troy. 
New  York,  who  was  born  July  21,  1873,  and  to 
them  was  born  a  daughter,  Marion,  February 
25.  1898.  Mr.  Fox  is  in  a  wrapping  paper  and 
bag  business  in  Stamford,  Connecticut.  Mattie 
P.  Fox  was  born  August  25,  1870.  John  Crarv 
Fox,  born  October  10,  1875,  is  in  business  with 
his  brother  in  Stamford,  Connecticut.  Harriett 
R.  Fox,  born  August  6.  1882,  resides  with  her 
parents. 
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OR. MAN  P.  RAY. 

Orman  P.  Ray,  the  second  son  of  George  and 
Hannah  (Greene)  Ray,  was  born  in  Irasburg, 
Orleans  county,  Vermont,  May  21,  1837.  His 
lather,  George  Ray,  was  a  native  of  Hinesburg, 
C  hittenden  county,  Vermont,  son  of  William  and 
Abigail  (VVyman)  Ray,  and  was  born  January 
8,  1805,  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  ten  children. 
He  spent  his  young  days  on  the  farm,  making 
such  proficiency  in  his  studies  that  later  he  de- 
voted his  energies  to  school  teaching,  following 
that  profession  with  much  success  in  Pleasant 
\  alley,  New  York,  and  in  Vermont,  for  ten  years, 
or  more.  About  1832  he  returned  to  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  where  he  spent  some  time  as  sales- 
man in  a  store,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  which  occupation  he  followed  until  ad- 
vancing ^vears  compelled  him  to  relinquish  that 
pursuit.  In  1836  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Irasburg,  where  he  lived  until  1854.  During  the 
year  1855  he  went  to  the  west,  residing  in  Wis- 
consin, Illinois  and  Nebraska  for  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century.  Returning  to  his  native  state, 
he  spent  his  remaining  years  amid  the  scenes  of 
his  childhood,  passing  away  January  1889, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Ray, 
was  born  about  1767,  in  Rhode  Island  or  Con- 
necticut, and  moved  to  Hinesburg  before  179A 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  as  a  successful 
farmer.  I  lis  ancestors  are  supposed  to  have  emi- 
grated from  England,  early  in  the  settlement  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  where  many  of 
them  became  prominent,  filling  the  positions  of 
responsibility  and  influence  in  social  and  public 
life.  His  first  wile  was  probably  Dorcas  Eddy, 
by  whom  he  had  Calvin,  born  April  20,  1791, 
died  February  20,  1845;  Philo,  born  May  30, 
1793,  died  December  3,  1848;  Asa,  born  in  1796, 
died  April  9,  1847;  John,  born  in  1798,  died  De- 
cember 9,  i860;  Sally,  born  in  1801,  died  Septem- 
ber 30,  1826;  I'hebe  married  Augustus  McCuen, 
and  lived  in  Hinesburg :  all  the  other  children  also 
married.  His  second  wife  was  Abigail  Wyman, 
l>orn  about  1774,  and  died  June  2,  1835,  by  whom 
he  had  George,  mentioned  above;  Daniel,  born 
January  24,  180S,  married  <  'rilla  Round,  .March 
5,  1829,  lived  in  Hinesburg,  and  died  April  19, 


1875;  Abigail  and  William,  both  of  whom  died 
single. 

George  Ray  married  Hannah  Greene  on  Octo- 
ber 2,  1834,  and  there  were  born  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Ossian,  born  at  Hinesburg,  De- 
cember 13,  1835,  lived  in  Lancaster,  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  he  married  twice ;  he  was  a  leading  lawyer 
in  New  Hampshire,  county  solicitor  two  terms, 
deputy  provost  marshal  during  the  Civil  war, 
representative  two  terms,  United  States  district 
attorney,  twice  delegate  to  Republican  national 
conventions,  and  two  terms  a  member  of  Con- 
gress ;  he  died  in  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  Jan- 
uary 28,  1892,  leaving  a  widow,  two  sons  and  l\\  <- 
daughters:  Orman  P.  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth ;  Walter  and  Wallace,  twins,  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  Lucien  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
four  months;  Elizabeth  Maria,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Otis  S.  Bridges,  now  living  in  Los  An- 
geles, California. ;  Amelia  C,  who  married  a 
Coatcs,  and  died  in  Si.  Louis,  Missouri;  Mary 
Ellen  married  August  Boeker,  and  died  in  Water- 
bury,  Vermont,  June  24,  1901,  leaving  a  husband, 
one  son  and  three  daughters. 

Orman  P.  Ray  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  1854.  In  1857  he  became  a  student  in  the 
People's  Academy  at  Morrisville,  •  continued  his 
studies  in  the  Williston  Academy  and  at  the 
Classical  Institute  at  Essex,  Vermont.  In  1859, 
i860  and  1861,  he  taught  village,  graded  and  se- 
lect schools,  meeting  with  marked  success  in  this 
work.  Mr.  Ray  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
in  Waterbury  in  1861,  and  continued  the  same  in 
Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  until  August,  1862. 

Responding  to  the  country's  call,  August  30, 
1862,  he  enlisted  from  Essex,  Vermont,  as  a 
private  in  Companv  G.  Second  Regiment. Vermont 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  assisted  in  making  out 
the  muster,  pay  and  descriptive  rolls  of  twelve 
hundred  volunteers,  went  to  the  front  and  joined 
his  regiment  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  in  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year,  and  was  soon  detailed  as 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral, at  the  headquarters  of  the  Old  Vermont  Bri- 
gade, also  known  as  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, remaining  until  March,  1863,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  duty  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, at  the  same  headquarters. 
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In  July,  1864,  when  the  Sixth  Army  Corps 
>vas  detached  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
ordered  to  Washington  to  repel  the  advance  on 
the  national  capitol  by  General  Early,  Mr.  Ray 
was  left  at  City  Point,  Virginia,  in  charge  of  the 
transportation  of  the  brigade,  until  ordered  to 
join  the  command  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  in 
September  of  the  same  year.  After  the  battle 
of  Fisher's  Hill,  he  was  again  detailed  to  duty 
in  the  assistant  adjutant  general's  office,  and  there 
continued  until  November  1st,  at  which  time  he 
was  returned  to  his  regiment  to  receive  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  sergeant  major.  On  December 
24th  he  was  commissioned  adjutant  of  the  regi- 
ment, in  which  rank  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, June  19,  1865. 

In  September  of  that  year  Mr.  Ray  went  to 
Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  and  resumed  the 
study  of  law.  At  the  November  term,  1866,  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court  in  Coos  county,  New 
Hampshire,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  prac- 
ticed in  Lancaster  for  nearly  a  year,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Colebrook,  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
practiced  until  the  fall  of  1872.  During  the 
years  1868-69  ne  served  as  one  of  the  insurance 
commissioners  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  November,  1872,  Mr.  Ray  returned  to  Ver- 
mont and  in  December  opened  an  office  in  the 
village  of  Winooski,  and  there  built  up  a  success- 
fid  practice.  While  there  he  served  as  clerk  of 
the  town  of  Colchester  two  years,  town  grand 
juror  four  years,  and  town  law  agent  three  years, 
and  won  for  the  town  the  first  verdict  in  a  high- 
way damage  case  awarded  in  twenty-five  years. 
On  August  30,  1882,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  county  clerk  of  Chittenden  county,  and 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  the  county  and  supreme 
courts,  in  which  office  he  has  continuously  served, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  has  re- 
ceived the  highest  commendation  on  account  of  his 
capability  and  faithfulness.  On  January  27,  1874, 
he  was  chosen  a  corporate  member,  and  January 
26,  1875,  was  elected  trustee,  of  the  Winooski 
Savings  Bank,  and  has  served  in  that  capacity 
and  as  its  attorney  until  the  present  time  (1903). 

Mr.  Ray  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Methodist 
church,  and  has  been  called  to  fill  all  the  offices 
the  local  church  could  confer  upon  him.  In 
1898  hv  was  elected  delegate  from  the  Susque- 


hanna annual  to  the  general  conference  held  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  was  a  member  of  a  special 
committee  appointed  to  present  to  President  Will- 
iam McKinley,  October  19,  1898,  the  address  ot 
the  conference.  In  1902  he  was  again  elected 
delegate  to  the  general  conference,  held  in  June, 
1903,  in  Greenville,  Illinois. 

On  the  24th  day  of  March,  1862,  Mr.  Ray 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Lyman  N.  and  Lorette  E.  (Hoyt) 
Williams,  of  Essex,  Vermont.  There  were  two 
sons  born  of  this  union :  Lyman  Williams,  born 
November  13,  1866,  in  Lancaster,  New  Hamp- 
shire, who  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Winooski  and  Burlington,  and  then 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont,  but  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
studies;  in  1889  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Dakota  University  at 
Mitchell  in  1892,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B., 
and  that  of  A.  M.  in  1895  from  the  same  Univer- 
sity. He  married  Miss  Rhoda  Craven,  of  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  engaged  for  a  time  in  preach- 
ing, and  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  Howard  College  in  1895. 
He  resigned  his  pastorate  in  1898,  pursued  the 
study  of  medicine,  was  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity Medical  College  of  Kansas  City  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1901,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
practice  of  that  profession  in  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. 

Perley  Orman  was  born  December  11,  1875, 
in  Winooski,  Vermont,  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Burlington,  and  at  the  Troy  Con- 
ference Academy,  at  Poultney,  Vermont,  gradu- 
ating from  that  institution  in  June,  1894.  He 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont  the  same  year, 
and  won  the  entrance  Greek  prize  of  twenty- 
five  dollars,  and  the  first  prize  of  the  same  amount 
in  gold  at  the  Forest  Prize  speaking  in  1896.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  University  in  1898,  stand- 
ing fifth  in  his  class,  receiving  his  degree  of  A. 
B.,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa.  Pursuing  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  Seneca  Haselton,  now  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Vermont,  he  was  admitted  to 
die  bar  in  1900.  His  alma  mater  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1902.  In  1901  he 
was  elected  to  a  fellowship  at  Cornell  University, 
with   a   five-hundred-dnllar  scholarship,  and  ■  is 
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pursuing  a  post-graduate  course  in  history  in  that 
university. 

Mrs.  Ray  was  a  person  of  superior  qualities 
of  heart  and  mind,  possessing  in  a  large  degree 
those  gifts  and  graces  which  endeared  her  to 
those  who  knew  her,  and  won  the  love  and  esteem 
of  the  rich  and  poor  alike.  She  entered  into  rest, 
February  23,  1901,  deeply  mourned  and  affec- 
tionately remembered  by  her  family  and  a  wide 
circle  of  friends. 

The  ancestors  of  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Hannah  (Greene)  Kay,  arc  as  fol- 
lows- Robert  Greene,  of  Gcttinham,  England, 
horn  probably  about  the  year  1400,  was  the  father 
of  Richard  Greene,  and  grandfather  of  Richard. 
Jr..  who  is  supposed  to  have  lived  in  Dorchester. 
England.  John  Greene,  the  son  of  Richard,  Jr.. 
was  the  founder  of  the  Greene  family  in  New 
England:  he  was  bom  in  1 597,  was  a  surgeon, 
lived  in  Salisbury,  England,  and  married  Joan 
Tattersall.  November  4,  1619.  He  sailed  from 
Hampton,  April  5.  1035.  in  the  ship  James,  and 
landed  in  Boston.  Massachusetts,  sixty  flays  later, 
or  June  4.  1035.  He  located  in  Salem,  removed 
the  same  year  to  f'rovidence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  an  original  proprietor.  He  lived  in  Provi- 
dence until  1 '45.  when  he  moved  to  W  arwick, 
Rhode  Island,  of  which  he  was  an  original  pro- 
prietor, and  died  there  in  1 058.  and  with  his  wife, 
was  buried  at  "t'oneinicut  Farm.'-  He  had  four 
sons  and  a  daughter. 

The  third  son  of  Dr.  Greene  was  James,  l>orn 
in  1626;  he  married,  first,  Deliverance  Potter, 
and  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  and  his  second 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Anthony,  whom  he  married 
August  3,  1665,  and  who  died  April  27,  1698; 
and  by  her  he  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  first  son  of  James  Greene  was  James 
Greene,  Jr.,  who  married  Mary  hones,  and  had 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  fourth  son 
of  James,  Jr.,  was  Elisha,  the  father  of  another 
James,  who  married  for  his  first  wife  Freelove 
Burlingame,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons :  his  sec- 
ond wife  was  Nancy  Clark,  by  whom  he  had  three 
daughters.  The  first  son  of  the  last  named  James 
was  Daniel,  who  was  probably  born  in  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  about  1747.  married  Re- 
becca Barton,  removed  to  Clarcmont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  1783,  and  had  three  sons  and  eight 


daughters:  he  died  in  Clarcmont,  November  3, 
1815,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year. 

The  oldest  son  of  Daniel  Greene  was  James, 
born  March  20,  1779,  probably  in  Claremont, 
New  Hampshire,  who  married,  January  2,  1803, 
Mercy  Nelson,  who  was  born  March  2,  1780. 
He  removed  to  Worcester,  Vermont,  about  1808 
or  1809,  and  from  there  to  Waterbury,  where 
he  lived  until  he  died.  Four  sons  and  three 
daughters  w~ere  born  to  him.  In  command  of 
his  company,  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  of 
United  States  Infantry,  in  the  war  of  1812,  Cap- 
tain James  Greene,  in  thf  battle  of  l.aCole's  or 
French  Mills,  near  the  Canadian  frontier,  was 
seriously  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  cannon  ball, 
necessitating  amputation.  He  was  carried  t"b 
Plattsburg,  New  York,  and  from  there  conveyed 
by  boat  to  Burlington,  Vermont.  Learning  that 
Captain  Greene  had  been  wounded,  his  wife  rode 
horseback  from  Waterbury  to  Burlington,  and 
took  care  of  him  until  he  was  able  to  return  to 
his  home,  where  he  passed  away  February  7. 
1817,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children,  the 
oldest  a  son  of  thirteen,  and  the  youngest  a  daugh- 
ter of  one  year  and  six  months.  In  the  cemetery 
uf  his  Green  Mountain  home  a  marble  slab  marks 
his  grave. 

His  widow  was  a  woman  of  great  decision  of 
character ;  keeping  her  family  together,  she  gave 
them  the  best  education  the  times  afforded.  She 
lived  to  see  them  arrive  at  mature  years,  es- 
teemed and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
Several  of  them  became  successful  teachers,  her 
daughter,  Rebecca  M.,  at  one  time  having  Ches- 
ter A.  Arthur  for  a  pupil,  who  in  after  years 
was  president  of  the  United  States.  She  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  her  son  James,  October  31, 
i860,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  children  of  Captain  James  and  Mercy 
Greene  were:  Epaminandos,  born  in  Clarcmont, 
New  Hampshire,  May  31,  1802,  died  July  22, 
1844 ;  Content,  born  in  Claremont,  November  6, 
1805,  died  August  19,  1802;  Daniel,  born  in  Clare- 
mont. October  16,  1807,  died  August  27,  1887, 
married  Katherine  Parker,  June  8.  1832,  and  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters;  Hannah,  born  in 
Worcester,  Vermont,  September  1,  1809,  married 
George  Rav.  OcIoIrt  _>.  1S34.  lived  in  Irasburg, 
and  died  July  2,  1847;  James,  Jr.,  born  in  Water- 
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bury  in  1810,  married  Mehitable  M.  Shattuck, 
lived  in  Waterburv,  and  died  February  12,  1866. 
leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons  and  a  daughter; 
Albert  G.,  born  in  Waterburv,  November  13, 
1 81 2,  married  Cliarlotte  S.  Hlush,  April  10,  1836, 
and  died  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  in  1874,  leaving  a 
son  and  two  daughters;  Rebecca  M.,  born  in 
Waterburv,  August  5,  1815,  married  Captain  Mil- 
ton G.  Host  wick,  October  13,  1836,  lived  in  Hines- 
burg,  and  died  August  27,  1896,  leaving  a  hus- 
band and  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  the  wife  of  Orman 
P.  Ray,  Mary  I.  Williams,  are  supposed  to  have 
been  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  England, 
and  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  from  there  came  to  Vermont  at  an 
early  day.  so  far  as  they  are  accurately  known 
they  are  as  follows :  Nathan  Williams,  her 
grandfather,  was  born  January  14.  1778,  married 
Lois  Stearns,  who  was  born  March  14,  1779. 
He  lived  in  Monkton,  Vermont,  and  died  January 
31,  1842,  and  his  widow  died  October  1,  1845. 
Thev  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Harmon,  born  October  15,  1801,  married 
Marv  Ann  Cox.  and  had  two  children,  Lois  and 
Almeran ;  he  died  December  5,  1876,  and  his 
wife  died  December  9,  1875. 

Milan,  the  second  son.  born  Novcmlxr  13. 
1803.  lived  in  Monkton.  and  married  Hetsey  Nim- 
blct,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Henry  H.  and 
Hosea  X.;  he  died  September  15,  1878,  and  his 
wife,  January  22,  1873. 

Althea,  the  elder  daughter,  born  December 
15.  1805,  lived  in  Monkton,  married  Hosea  Nini- 
blet.  and  had  two  children.  Hosea  and  Lavonia ; 
he  died  August  8,  1875,  his  wife,  February  26. 
1888. 

Warren,  born  March  27.  1808.  married  Caro- 
line Pennock,  and  had  four  children.  Nathan, 
Lyman  S..  Lois  and  Carrie  A. ;  he  lived  in  Essex 
and  Hardwick,  and  died  April  12,  1885,  and  his 
wife  died  April  21,  1889. 

Polly,  the  second  daughter,  born  January  9, 
181 1.  married  John  Allen  Beers;  they  lived  in 
Monkton,  and  had  two  sons,  Harrison  H.  and 
Carter  L.,  and  a  daughter,  Carrie  L. ;  he  died 
March  24,  1890,  and  his  wife  died  March  22, 
1892. 

Lyman  N..  the  youngest  of  the  sons,  born 
June  15,  1813,  married  Lorette  E.  Hoyt,  daugh- 


ter of  Ezra  and  Rhoda  Hoyt,  April  27,  1837; 
he  had  two  daughters,  Mary  I.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Martha 
A.,  who  married  Dr.  E.  Edwin  Graves,  and  lives 
in  Penacook,  New  Hampshire. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  Mary  I.  (Williams) 
Ray  are  as  follows :  Simon  Hoyt  landed  in  Sa- 
lem, Massachusetts,  from  England  in  1628  or 
1629.  In  1629  he  went  to  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts, as  one  of  its  first  settlers.  He  was 
probably  married  twice ;  by  his  first  wife  he  had 
Walter,  Nicholas,  John ;  and  by  his  second  wife, 
Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel  and  Benjamin. 

Walter  Hoyt,  son  of  Simon,  was  born  about  • 
1618,  was  the  father  of  John,  Elizabeth,  Hannah 
and  Zerubbabel. 

Zerubbabel  Hoyt,  son  of  Walter  Hoyt,  was 
born  about  1650-54.  and  lived  in  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut;  he  married  twice,  his  second  wife  being 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Kecler.  and  he  had  Abigail,  Dan- 
iel. Hannah.  Caleb  and  Rhoda. 

Daniel  Hoyt,  son  of  Zerubbabel  Hoyt,  was 
Iwrn  January  x,  1681  :  he  married  twice,  and  his 
second  wife  was  the  widow  Sarah  Starr,  of 
Danbury,  Connecticut ;  he  lived  in  Norwalk,  and 
died  between  1756  and  1764.  His  children  were 
Abel,  Ezra,  Abigail.  Daniel,  Abncr,  John,  Nathan, 
Mary  and  Abram. 

Ezra  Hoyt.  son  of  Daniel  Hoyt.  born  April 
23.  1707.  married,  April  4.  1731,  Phebe  Benedict, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Benedict ;  he  lived  in 
Norwalk.  Connecticut,  and  died  in  April,  1790. 
He  had  children,  Anna.  Ezra,  Thaddeus.  Lydia, 
Matthew.  Martha,  Elizabeth,  John,  Jonathan  ami 
Phebe. 

Ezra  Hoyt,  son  of  Ezra  and  Phebe  Hoyt.  bom 
March  14.  1733,  or  1734.  was  baptized  March 
23,  1735-37.  He  married  Sarah  Seymour,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  William  Seymour ;  he  lived  in  I^anes- 
boro.  Massachusetts,  before  the  Revolution,  re- 
moved to  New  Haven.  Vermont,  and  died  there. 
June  11,  1801.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth  and  prominence,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  was  a  tithing  man.  Once  he  made  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  stop  Ethan  Allen  as  he 
was  passing  on  the  Sabbath.  His  widow  died 
April  17,  1826,  aged  eighty-six  years.  His  chil- 
dren were  Seth.  Uriah,  Thaddeus,  Ezra  (Hon.), 
Seymour,  Hannah,  Patty  and  Phebe. 
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Uriah  Iloyt,  son  of  Ezra  and  Sarah  Iloyt,  was 
born  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  in  1765 ;  he  mar- 
ried, first,  Pamela  Ruble,  second,  Betsey  Petti- 
bone:  he  was  a  farmer,  lived  in  New  Haven  and 
Bristol,  Vermont,  and  died  September  16,  1 849. 
His  first  wife  died  in  1833.  He  had  Ezra.  Sey- 
mour, Abigail,  Orrin,  Henry,  Phcbe,  Uriah,  and 
Orvilla ;  Thomas,  Milo,  George  S.  and  Sophia. 

Ezra  Hoyt,  son  of  Uriah  and  Pamela  Hoyt, 
was  born  in  New  Haven,  Vermont,  Novcml>cr 
14,  1787,  married  Rhoda  Hurd,  March  6,  1814. 
His  wife  was  born  October  24,  1790,  by  whom 
he  had  Seraph  Jcnnctte,  Lorette  E.,  Cclinda, 
•  George  \\.  Rebecca  H.  and  Abigail  II. 

Seraph  Jcnnctte  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Ezra  and 
Rhoda  Hoyt,  was  born  April  29,  1815,  married 
Chester  Sinclair,  June  11,  1857,  and  died  June 
3.  1887. 

Lorette  E.  Hoyt,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Rhoda 
Hoyt,  was  born  December  25,  1816,  married  Hon. 
Lyman  N.  Williams,  April  27,  1837,  by  whom  she 
was  the  mother  of  Mary  I.  Williams,  born  April 

17,  1842:  and  Martha  A.  W  illiams.  Hon.  Lyman 
N.  Williams,  the  father  of  Mary  I.  (Williams) 
Ray,  died  at  Essex,  July  5,  1885.  "He  made 
an  enviable  record  both  as  a  citizen  and  a  Chris- 
tian, lie  held  during  the  forty-two  years  of  his 
residence  in  Essex  nearly  every  office  of  honor 
and  responsibility  in  the  town,  and  some  under 
governmental  authority.  In  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  he  occupied  with  fidelity  and  con- 
stant care  every  position  the  local  church  coiiM 
call  him  to."  His  widow  lives  in  Burlington,  in 
the  home  of  her  son-in-law,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  record  of  the  other  children  of  Ezra  and 
Rhoda  Hoyt  is  as  follows:  Cclinda  Hoyt,  born 
December  7,  1818,  died  April  8,  1821.  George  N. 
Hoyt,  liorn  November  30,  1820,  died  May  20, 
1842.  Rebecca  II.  Iloyt,  born  November  8,  1822, 
married  George  Gates  January  30,  1844,  and  had 
three  sons;  she  lives  in  Essex.  Abigail  H.  Iloyt, 
born  December  3,  1824,  married  Alpha  M.  Aus- 
tin, February  25,  1844:  Mr.  Austin  enlisted.  July 
25.  1862.  in  Company  B.  Tenth  Regiment.  Ver- 
mont Volunteers,  and  died  of  disease,  August 

18,  1863,  leaving  two  sons.  Frank  and  Nelson, 
and  a  daughter,  Rhoda:  Mrs.  Austin  died  at 
Elston,  Missouri,  April  2,  1889. 


HORACE  C.  PHASE. 

The  Pease  family  of  Vermont  had  for  its 
immigrant  ancestor  Kol>ert  Pease,  who  was  pre- 
sumably the  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret  Pease, 
of  Great  Beddow,  Essex  county,  England.  He 
sailed  in  April,  1634,  from  Ipswich,  England,  in 
the  ship  Francis,  and  landed  in  Boston.  With 
him  came  his  brother  John  and  his  eldest  son 
Robert.  He  settled  at  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  died  in  1644,  aged  thirty-seven  years. 

John  (2),  son  of  Robert,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1630,  and  was  four  years  old  when  he 
came  to  America.  He  settled  as  a  yeoman  in  that 
part  of  Salem  called  Northficlds.  He  held  various 
local  offices  and  was  a  zealous  churchman.  He 
married  Mary  Goodell,  and,  after  her  death,  Ann 
Cumrnings.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children 
by  his  first,  and  three  by  his  second  marriage. 
He  died  in  1689,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 

Robert  (3),  second  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Goodell)  Pease,  was  born  in  Salem,  May  14, 
1656.  He  removed  to  the  Connecticut  Valley  in 
1681,  and  died  in  1744,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 
His  wife  was  Abigail  Randall. 

Samuel  (4),  second  son  of  Robert  and  Abi- 
gail (Randall)  Pease,  was  born  December  30, 
16%,  in  Enfield,  Connecticut,  and  there  died. 
His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Warner. 

Samuel  (5),  eldest  son  of  the  parents  last 
named,  was  born  in  Enfield,  Connecticut,  in  1708. 
He  married  Zetiiah  Chapin.  One  of  their  chil- 
dren. Walter  (6),  was  born  in  the  village  named, 
February-  22,  1763,  and  subsequently  removed 
to  Brookficld,  Vermont,  where  he  died  July  21, 
1840.  aged  seventy-seven  years.  lie  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Hannah  Rogers, 
and  their  son 

Walter  (7)  was  born  in  Enfield,  Connecticut, 
whence  he  removed  lo  Woodstock,  Vermont,  and 
later  to  Hartford,  where  he  owned  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  married  Eunice 
Pratt,  arid  to  them  were  born  several  children: 
Horace,  who  commanded  a  steamer  plying  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis ;  Charles,  who 
went  to  Kansas  (luring  the  free-soil  struggle 
prior  to  the  Civil  war,  is  still  a  resident  of  Law- 
rence, Kansas,  and  recently  celebrated  his  golden 
wedding;  and 
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Luther  (8),  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  born  in  Brookfickl,  Vermont. 
November  14,  1814.  He  obtained  an  ordinary 
eontni'Mi  school  education,  and  in  early  life  drove 
an  eight-horse  team  between  Hartford  and  Ros- 
ton.  Years  afterward  he  worked  upon  boats  that 
ran  from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  to  Hartford, 
Vermont.  In  1849  he  bought  what  has  become 
famous  as  the  "Pease  Hotel,"  of  Bani  Udall,  at 
Hartford,  Vermont,  which  he  conducted  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1870.  He  owned  a  large 
farm  in  connection  with  the  hotel.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Ottaqucchce  Woolen  Company,  in 
which  he  was  one-fifth  owner.  He  also  was  one 
of  the  largest  real  estate  owners  in  the  town 
of  Hartford.  He  was  Republican  in  politcs,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  same  until  his  decease. 
In  hi>  .iwn  town  he  served  as  constable,  deputy 
sheriff  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Congregational 
church, 

He  married,  March  1,  1842,  Harriet  Cone, 
daughter  of  Morris  Cone,  who  died  in  March. 
tS88.  Luther  Pease  died  in  1876.  To  them  were 
U<m  the  following  children : 

Allen  I...  l»orn  September  8,  1843,  died  Aug- 
ust 4.  1899.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
publi.-  school  and  at  Kimball  Union  Academy  of 
Meriden,  Xew  Hampshire.  Later  he  graduated 
from  Eastman's  Business  College,  of  Poughkccp- 
sie,  New  York.  In  early  manhood  he  went  to 
I-awrence.  Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  W  hile  there.  January  28.  i8Cxj, 
he  married  Sophia  M„  (laughter  of  Chandler 
11.  ami  Roxana  (Huntting)  Ward.  After  six 
vcars  he  returned  to  Hartford,  Vermont, 
in  1870,  and  became  a  memljcr  of  the 
firm  of  L.  Pease  &  Son,  dealers  in 
hardware  and  agricultural  implements,  and 
was  largely  interested  in  real  estate.  He  was 
a  life-long  student  and  lover  of  books,  and  |x>s- 
scssed  a  mind  well  stored  with  general  informa- 
tion. He  had  been  a  director  of  the  White  River 
Savings  Bank,  and  w  as  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Capital  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  C  ompany  of 
Montpelicr.  Vermont.  He  held  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster  from  1881  to  1884.  An  ardent 
Republican,  he  represented  Hartford  in  the  legis- 
lature in  1884,  and  was  senator  from  Windsor 
crmmv  in  1800.   He  was  an  honored  member  of 


the  Masonic  fraternity  for  thirty-four  years,  and 
had  attained  the  thirty-second  degree. 

Charles  W.,  the  youngest  son  of  Luther,  was 
born  October  1,  1849,  and  received  his  education 
at  Newbury  Seminary  and  at  the  Commercial 
College  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  He  entered 
the  set  vice  of  his  father  as  clerk  and  manager 
of  the  Pease  Hotel,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
short  time,  was  a  most , successful  manager  of  this 
noted  hostelry  until  its  destruction  by  fire  in  1889. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  a  Knight  Templar.  He  was  married 
in  1870  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Orren  Morse,  of 
Brookfield,  Vermont.  He  died  February  17, 
1890.  A  son,  Orren  Luther,  is  in  business  in. 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Horace  C,  second  son  of  Luther  and  Harriet 
(Cone)  Pease,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Vermont, 
December  11,  1844.  He  received  his  education 
at  Kimball  Utuon  and  Newbury  academics,  and 
took  a  business  course  at  Eastman's  College, 
Poughkcepsie,  New  York,  where  he  became  a 
tkilled  and  business  penman,  and  graduated  in 
1865,  playing  the  cornet  in  the  college  band  as 
an  equivalent  for  his  tuition.  The  following 
four  years  he  was  manager  of  his  father's  farm 
connected  with  the  hotel.  In  1871  Mr.  Pease 
bought  one-fourth  interest  in  the  French-Watson 
Company.  In  1885  he  purchased  the  French  in- 
terest, and  in  1889  the  Watson  interest,  thus  in 
twenty-five  years  becoming  sole  proprietor  of  the 
firm,  which  position  he  held  till  1902,  when  the 
business  was  sold  to  the  American  Fork  &  Hoe 
Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Hartford 
Cornet  Band,  being  its  leader  and  manager  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  member  and  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Congregational  church,  at  whose 
services  he  has  played  the  cornet  for  twenty-five 
consecutive  years.  Mr.  Pease  is  a  staunch  Re- 
publican, always  supporting  what  makes  for  the 
l>cst  citizenship.  He  was  tow  n  treasurer  for  four- 
teen years,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  twelve  years. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  Hartford  I,ndgc  No. 
10,  F.  &  \.  M.,  and  has  held  the  office  of  secre- 
tary in  the  Masonic  order  for  twenty-two  vcars, 
resigning  at  his  re-election  in  April.  1903. 

Though  actively  devoted  to  his  business,  his 
public  spirit  has  found  expression  in  the  thrift 
of  his  native  village.   He  was  instrumental  in  the 
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laying  of  concrete  walks  in  1883,  and  in  the 
electric  lighting  and  other  improvements  of  the 
town  of  Hartford,  in  1805.  In  1892  he  gave  the 
-ite  for  the  1]  art  ford  Library,  and  was  made  one 
of  its  trustees.  Sqjtcmbcr  5,  1877,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Seraph  E.  Spalding.  In  1902  the  quarter 
century  mark  of  their  married  life  was  joyously 
celebrated  at  "Sumiyacre'"  by  friends  old  and 
new. 

ge<  >rgf  orfn  stratton. 

George  (  >ren  Stratton,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Montpelicr,  was  born  in  Greenwich,  Massachu- 
setts, June  4.  1851,  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Hapgood 
Stratton.  ami  grandson  of  Samuel  Stratton,  of 
Paxton,  Massachusetts.  Nathaniel  Hapgood 
Stratton  was  horn  in  1818,  in  Paxton,  Massa- 
chusetts. He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  sil- 
ver-plating trade  in  Greenwich,  Massachusetts, 
becoming  an  expert  workman.  Removing  to 
Mont]>clier,  Vermont,  in  1847,  he  located  on 
Court  street,  and  in  company  with  Joseph  Fisher, 
established  the  first  silver-plating  industry  in  Ver- 
mont. In  1801  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
firm  to  II.  C.  Col  ton.  now  president  of  the  Col- 
ton  Manufacturing  Company,  and  offered  his 
services  to  the  government.  Enlisting  in  the 
Sixth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  he  served  as 
sutler  of  his  regiment  until  1864,  when,  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  he  established  a  restaurant  for 
army  officers,  and  conducted  it  successfully  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  then  to  Mont- 
pelier,  he  opened  a  restaurant  there,  managing  it 
for  awhile,  when  he  engaged  in  the  fruit  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  until  failing  health  com- 
pelled him  to  retire  from  active  pursuits,  about 
four  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  10,  1883.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member 
of  Aurora  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  September  25,  1839,  Nathaniel  If.  Strat- 
ton married  Susan  Howes  Legg.  who  was  horn 
at  South  Orange,  Massachusetts,  November  22, 
1816,  a  daughter  of  Luther  and  Susan  (Xane) 
I. egg.  Her  mother  died  when  >he  was  about  five 
years  old.  leaving  lour  children,  who  found  home* 
with  relatives,  and  her  father  married  a  second 
time,  and  settled  in  L'pton.  Massachusetts,  where 
he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 
Three  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stratton,  namely:  Susan  Emeline.  born 


July  26,  1840,  married,  in  1865,  Henry  Barnes, 
now  residing  in  Elliott,  Iowa,  and  they  have  had 
two  children,  Frank  Stratton  Barnes,  of  Creston, 
Iowa,  a  conductor  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railway ;  and  Nellie  B.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  4welve;  Isadore  Frances,  born  July  1, 
1846,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  rural  cemetery  at  Greenwich, 
Massachusetts ;  and  George  O.,  the  special  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  sketch.  Mrs.  Stratton  resides 
in  Montpelicr  with  her  son.  She  is  a  woman  of 
remarkable  activity  for  one  of  her  years,  retain- 
ing in  a  large  degree  the  mental  and  physical 
vigor  of  her  youthful  days,  and  is  a  devoted  mcm- 
t>er  of  the  Congregational  church.  Of  a  cheerful 
disposition,  kind  and  charitable,  the  poor  and 
needy  ever  find  in  her  a  friend  and  helper. 

George  O.  Stratton  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  Union  ami  Washington  county  gram- 
mar schools  of  Montpclier,  and  began  his  active 
career  as  an  employe  in  Cheney's  express  and 
telegraph  office,  remaining  there  three  years. 
Then  accepting  a  position  in  the  postoffice  under 
Postmasters  Janu  s  G.  French  and  John  W.  Clark, 
he  retained  it  until  November  6,  1871.  when  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  as  a  clerk.  He  has  since 
continued  with  the  organization.  l>cing  now  as- 
sitant  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  company. 
He  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  town,  village 
and  municipal  affairs,  serving  with  efficiency  in 
the  various  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow 
men.  He  has  seived  as  bailiff,  as  selectman,  as 
village  trustee,  wa-  president  of  the  first  Imard 
of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Montpclier.  and  served 
as  the  second  mayor  of  the  municipality.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Montpelicr  school  l>oard, 
and.  socially,  belongs  to  the  Apollo  Club. 

<  )n  September  25.  1873,  Mr.  Stratton  married 
Marion  Estcllc  1  laker,  who  was  born  in  Hart- 
land.  Vermont.  September  28.  1855,  a  daughter 
of  Jabez  and  Louisa  (Gove)  Baker.  Three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union :  Arthur  Nathaniel, 
born  October  1S75,  a  fanner  by  occupation; 
he  mirrie.l.  |;imi;u\  7.  tSijo.  Addie  May  Spenr. 
of  Montpclier,  I'.i-rtlia  Louisa.  U>m  June  17. 
1879,  married.  September  7,  1899,  Joseph  Vian. 
William  Bingham.  Iv.rn  September  4.  1881,  is  a 
clerk  in  the  First  National  Hank.  Mrs.  Stratton 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
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SHAILOR  EMORY  LAWTON. 

Shailor  Emory  Lawton,  M.  D.,  of  Brattle- 
boro,  specialist  in  nervous  and  mental  diseases, 
and  superintendent  of  the  Brattleboro  Retreat, 
was-  bcrn  October  3.  1853,  at  Goshen,  Connecti- 
cut, a  son  of  Benjamin  Lawton  and  grandson  of 
Acors  Wells  Lawton.  Joseph  Lawton,  the  Doc- 
tor's great-grandfather,  was  born  July  4,  1754, 
and  married  Anna  Rathbun,  who  was  born  July 
30,  1760.  They  reared  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Joseph.  Mary,  Nancy,  Dorcas,  Susanna,  Joshua 
H..  Acors  Wells  (the  Doctor's  grandfather), 
<  liles  M.  and  Sarah. 

Acors  Wells  Lawton  was  born  in  Hopkinton, 
Rhode  Island,  May  i,  1797.  He  married,  first, 
at  Stonington,  Connecticut,  December  2,  1821, 
Mary  Cheseboro,  a  niece  of  the  noted  Elder  Chese- 
Ixjru  and  soon  afterwards  removal  to  Ilartland, 
Connecticut,  where  his  wife  died,  in  June,  1823, 
leaving  twin  sons.  He  married,  second.  May 
|X,  1X2$,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Elizabeth 
Clark,  by  whom  he  had  live  sons.  His  second 
wife  die<l  in  1862.  at  Goshen.  Connecticut,  and 
he  married,  third,  Mrs.  Jane  (Chescboro)  Bar- 
tholomew, a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  In  1827  he 
settled  in  Goshen,  Connecticut,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  in  1881.  He  was  a  man  of  deep 
religious  convictions,  active  in  denominational 
work  and  one  of  the  chief  organizers  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  at  Cornwall  Hollow,  in  which  he 
served  for  thirty-eight  years  as  deacon.  Spending 
a  large  part  of  his  active  life  in  Goshen,  he  la- 
bored faithfully  to  advance  its  best  interests,  at 
various  times  holding  important  local  offices  and 
representing  the  town  in  the  state  legislature  in 
i853. 

Benjamin  Lawton  was  born  May  27,  1826, 
in  Hartland,  Connecticut,  and  spent  his  early  life 
beneath  the  parental  roof-tree.  Cm  January  12, 
1848,  at  North  Cornwall,  Connecticut,  he  mar- 
ried Jane  E.  Nettlcton,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Net- 
tleton,  who  was  born  September  1,  1792,  and 
she  was  a  direct  descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion, through  her  mother.  Rhoda  Ann  Fuller,  of 
Edward  Fuller,  the  immigrant  who  came  over  on 
the  Mayflower,  the  line  of  descent  being  as  fol- 
lows: Edward  (1),  Samuel  (2),  John  (3),  Jos- 
eph (4),  Abraham  (5),  Isaac  (6),  Rhoda  Ann 
(7),  and  Jane  E.  Ncttleton  (8). 


Edward  Fuller  (  1),  his  wife,  and  his  brother 
Samuel,   the   Pilgrim   physician  and  the  first 
practitioner  of  medicine  in  Massachusetts,  came 
from  England  to  Plymouth.  Massachusetts,  in 
the  Mayflower.    Both  he  and  his  wife  died  early 
in  1 621 ,  leaving  two  sons,  Matthew,  who  re- 
mained in  England,  and  Samuel.  Samuel  Fuller, 
( 2  )  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  and  lived 
in  Plymouth  until  after  the  division  of  the  land 
among  the  colonists  when  he  removed  to  Scitu- 
ale,  Massachusetts,  where  he  married,  April  18, 
J°35-     Jane  Lofhrop,  daughter  of  Rev.  John 
Lothrop.    He  subsequently  settled  in  Barnstable, 
Massachusetts,  where  his  death  occurred  Novem- 
ber 10.  1683,  being  one  of  the  last  survivors  of 
the  Mayflower  passengers.     John   Fuller  (3) 
married  Mehitable  Rowley,  a  granddaughter  of 
his  uncle,  Matthew  Fuller,  and  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Barnstable,  Massachusetts, 
where  five  of  his  children  were  born.    He  subse- 
quently removed  with  his  family  to  East  Had- 
dam,  Connecticut,  where  four  more  children  were 
added  to  his  household.  Joseph  Fuller  (4),  born 
March  1,  1700,  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  town  of  Kent,  Connecticut,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  that  place,  in  which  he  was  serving  as  deacon 
in  1 74 1.      He  married  Lydia  Dorrv,  of  Col- 
chester, Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons. 
Captain  Abraham  Fuller  (5)  was  a  captain  in 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  Connecticut  militia,  and 
served  in  the  Continental  army  after  June  1, 
1774.   He  died  m  September.  1808,  aged  seventy- 
one  years.    His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lydia  Gillett.  was  born  in  October,  1738,  and 
died  in  January.  1801.    They  were  residents  of 
Kent,  Connecticut,  where  he  inherited  land  from 
his  father,  who  was  a  large  landholder.    In  1773 
Abraham  Fuller  was  appointed  guardian  of  the 
Seatacook  Indians,  a  tribe  of  which  some  mem- 
bers are  still  to  be  found  near  the  old  Fuller 
homestead.    A  man  of  powerful  ami  imposing 
physique,  he  had  no  fear  of  tin-  Indians,  some- 
times allowing  them  to  come  into  his  kitchen  and 
lie  upon  the  floor  at  night,  throwing  them  out 
of  doors  if  they  did  not  behave  well.    He  reared 
nine  children,  as  follows :   Esborn.  Ashbel,  Olive, 
Zucriah,  Abraham  and   Isaac,  twins,  Roswell, 
Lydia  and  Jeremiah.    Isaac  Fuller  (6)  was  born 
at  Kent,  Connecticut.  April  17.  1772.  but  snhse- 
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qucntly  resided  for  many  years  in  Roxbury, 
Connecticut.  Rev.  Isaac  Fuller  married  Mary 
Hawlcy,  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  a  cousin 
of  (ieneral  Hawlcy,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  namely:  Joseph,  Rhoda  Ann, 
Abraham,  Esther  Root,  Mehitablc,  Mary  Hart, 
I.ttcinda,  I.ydia  and  Sarah  Ann. 

Rhoda  Ann  Fuller  (7),  was  l>orn  October  4, 
1800.  Of  her  union  with  Elijah  Ncttleton,  men- 
tioned above,  eight  children  were  lx>rn  as  follows: 
Caroline  M.,  Sarah  A..  Jane  K..  Isaac  F„  George 
C  Alfred  H..  Lydia  M.  and  Kllen  I..  Jane  E.  Net- 
tleton  (8)  married  Benjamin  Lawton.  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren:  Benjamin  Franklin,  born  June  26,  1850; 
Ralph  1'.,  born  February  25.  1852;  Shailor 
Emory,  the  s]>ccial  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch;  Francis  Henry,  born  July  25,  1855;  and 
Idella  Jane,  who  was  born  May  29,  1857.  and  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  William  Piatt  Fitch.  Mr. 
Fitch  was  for  many  years  a  well  known  lawyer  of 
Vonkers.  New  York,  but  later  became  famous  as 
manager  of  the  Grand  Union  Hotel  in  New  York 
city,  a  position  which  lie  was  forced  to  resign  on 
account  of  ili  health  in  1897.  Retiring  then  to 
P.rattleboro.  Vermont,  he  resided  there  until  his 
death  on  the  13th  of  February.  1000. 

WINTER  H.  HOI  .LEY. 

1 

Winter  Hewitt  Hollcy  (deceased  )  was  born 
in  Bristol.  Vermont,  June  15.  1798.  He  was  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Hewitt)  Hollcy.  His 
father,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  was  a  native  of 
New  London.  Connecticut,  and  later  removed  to 
Hebron,  New  York.  About  1795  he  located  at 
Btislol  Vermont.  Robert  Hollcy  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  was  a  man  of  prominence, 
and  represented  his  town  in  the  general  assembly 
of  the  state.  Winter  H.  Holley  was  one  of  the 
influential  business  men  of  Bristol  ami  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  interests.  He  was  a 
merchant,  his  store  formerly  standing  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  town  hall.  He  represented 
his  town  in  the  state  legislature,  and  was  a  direc- 
tor of  the  bank  at  Vergcnncs  for  a  jK-riod  of  forty 
years,  holding  the  office  of  vice-president  for  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Unlit  v  wa>  married  <  VloU-r  2<>.  iSjo.  to 
Mary  Seymour,  a  .laughter  of  William  and  Susan 


(Rubilce)  Seymour,  of  New  Haven,  Vermont, 
and  four  children  were  born  to  them :  George 
S.,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Horatio  S.,  who  died  at 
Madrid,  New  York,  April  15,  1863,  aged  thirty- 
three  years ;  Mary  A.,  who  married  Oren  Moses 
and  died  at  M alone,  New  York.  February  23, 
1899;  and  Cornelia  H.,  widow  of  Colonel  Oliver 
Smith.  The  last  named  is  the  sole  survivor  of 
the  family,  and  resides  in  Bristol.  When  the 
subject  of  building  a  town  hall  was  under  con- 
sideration, Mrs.  Smith  donated  to  the  town  the 
land  where  the  town  hall  now  stands,  in  memory 
of  her  father,  and  in  recognition  of  the  gift  the 
building  afterwards  erected  was  named  Hollcy 
Hall.  Mr.  Holley  died  June  10.  1877.  and  his 
wife  survived  him  about  nine  years. 

CHARLES  H.  DC N TON,  D.  D. 

'Dr.  Charles  11.  Dunton.  of  Poultney.  Ver- 
mont, clergyman  and  educator,  is  a  native  of  the 
state,  born  in  Underbill.  January  24,  1844,  son  of 
Elijah  and  Mary  Ann  (French)  Dunton.  Elijah 
Dumon,  whose  father  fought  in  the  battle  of 
Piatt sburg,  was  lxirn  in  Wcstport.  New  York,  in 
181 1.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  Nehemiah 
How.  who  was  captured  by  the  Indians  at  Great 
Meadow  Fort.  1745.  Elijah  Dunton  received 
only  a  common  school  education,  but  his  native 
ability  enabled  him  to  lnxomc  a  broadly  informed 
man.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  and 
acquired  an  unusually  large  private  library,  and 
he  was  much  given  to  travel.  In  1839  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Underbill,  Vermont,  residing 
upon  a  farm,  which  he  managed  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  was 
highly  resjH-cted,  and  was  an  active  and  con- 
sistent mcmlier  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
chureh.  I  lis  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Ifeacon  Jona- 
than French,  whose  ancestors  were  among  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  colonists  of  1630.  Jonathan 
French  was  a  pioneer  emigrant  from  Hollis.  New 
Hampshire,  to  West  ford,  Vermont,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming;  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  was  Martha  Palmer 
of  Underbill,  Vermont. 

Elijah  and  Mary  Ann  (  French)  Dunton  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  two  sur- 
vive: George  C.  a  prosperous  farmer,  and 
Charles  II..  further  written  of  Mow.  Martha, 
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a  daughter  in  the  same  family,  was  an  accom- 
plished and  widely  known  teacher.  She  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  New  Hampton  Institute  of  Fairfax, 
Vermont,  and  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  of 
the  English  branches  in  the  Troy  Conference 
Academy,  where  her  work  was  phenomenally 
successful,  while  her  graces  of  character  endeared 
her  not  only  to  her  pupils  but  to  the  community. 
She  was  devoted  to  missionary  and  temperance 
work,  and  exercised  a  most  salutary  influence  in 
advancing  religious  and  moral  agencies.  She 
died  September  1,  1902. 

Charles  H.  Dunton  received  Ins  preparatory 
education  at  the  New  Hampton  Institute,  at  Fair- 
tax,  and  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Vermont  in  the  class  of  1870.  He  then  for  a  year 
supplied  the  Methodist  church  at  Johnson,  and 
in  1871-72  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the 
lioston  University.  Having  been  admitted  to 
the  Troy  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  for  two  years  he  discharged  the  duties  ot 
l>astor  at  .Manchester  and  East  Dorset.  In  1874 
he  was  elected  a  teacher  of  mathematics  in  the 
Troy  Conference  Academy,  at  Poultney,  an  in- 
stitution which,  after  some  years  of  suspension, 
was  at  that  time  reopened.  After  serving  three 
years  in  tins  subordinate  capacity  he  was  elected 
principal  of  the  institution  in  1877,  and  this  po- 
sition he  occupied  until  1897,  when  ill  health 
necessitated  his  resignation.  Three  years  later, 
m  1900,  lie  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  resume 
his  connection  with  the  school,  and  was  per- 
suaded lo  return  10  the  principalship.  His  ser- 
vice with  the  Troy  Conference  Academy  has 
been  conspicuously  useful.  Having  aided  in  the 
re-establishment  of  the  institution  at  a  time  when 
the  task  seemed  hopeless,  he  was  afterwards  the 
prime  factor  in  its  advancement  to  a  place  in  the 
front  rank  of  high-grade  schools  in  the  state,  and 
its  importance  may  be  discerned  in  the  fact  that 
at  the  present  time  the  corps  of  teachers  numbers 
thirteen,  and  one  hundred  ami  ninety-six  students 
arc  borne  upon  the  rolls. 

Dr.  Dunton  has  also  exerted  a  salutary  in- 
fluence in  behalf  of  higher  education  throughout 
the  state  and  nation.  In  1883  he  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Inter-State  Educational  Convention 
at  Louisville.  Kentucky,  and  was  among  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  T.lair  educational  bill.  In  1807-09 


he  was  county  examiner  and  was  for  a  long  period 
by  successive  re-appointments,  state  examiner  of 
normal  schools.  In  1889  he  was  a  member  of 
the  state  legislature,  and  in  that  body  he  labored 
earnestly  and  capably  in  the  capacity  of  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  education.  His  untir- 
ing energy  and  high  educational  abilities  have 
been  crowned  with  well  merited  success,  and  it  is 
to  be  said  in  all  truthfulness  that  he  is  one  of 
the  ablest  educators  known  in  the  history  of  the 
state.  He  is  recognized  as  having  given  longer 
continued  service  to  the  same  institution  than 
any  other  secondary  school  principal  in  the  state. 
It  has  long  been  his  custom  to  spend  his  vacation 
in  travel,  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  such  absences  he  has  devoted  his 
time  largely  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge 
along  educational  lines. 

Dr.  Dunton  is  also  known  as  a  scholarly 
divine,  and  would  doubtless  have  attracted  wide 
attention  as  a  pulpiteer  had  he  not  conceived  it 
to  be  his  highest  duty  to  devote  his  life  effort  to 
educational  concerns.  His  abilities  found  rec- 
ognition in  1886  by  Syracuse  University,  which 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  and  in  1892  he  was  chosen  a  delegate 
to  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

During  the  Civil  w  ar  period  Dr.  Dunton  man- 
ifested his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
Thirteenth  Regiment.  Vermont  Volunteers,  but 
after  six  months  of  creditable  service  he  was 
obliged  to  accept  a  discharge  on  account  of  phy- 
sical inability.  Throughout  the  great  struggle 
for  national  existence  he  was  a  zealous  supporter 
of  the  government.  His  political  affiliations  have 
always  been  with  the  Republican  party. 

Dr.  Dunton  was  married  at  Johnson,  Vermont, 
June  26,  1872,  to  Miss  Nettie  W.  fielding,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Samuel  and  Flavilla  (Water- 
man) lidding.  A  woman  of  excellent  literary 
education,  she  is  also  an  accomplished  musician, 
having  had  the  benefit  of  instruction  from  the 
best  instructors  in  London  and  Faris,  as  well  as 
in  the  United  States.  For  many  years  she  has 
been  an  efficient  aid  to  her  husband  as  an  instruc- 
tor in  the  Troy  Conference  Academy.  She  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  American  history,  and  is  an  ac- 
tive member  <>f  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 
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MARY  M.  FLETCHER. 

WKUTKN   UV   l'RKSIHKNT  M.   II .  BL'CKll  AM. 

A  lift-  of  simple  and  quiet  benevolence,  such 
as  Miss  Fletcher's,  furnishes  but  few  events  for 
biography.  She  was  born  to  Thaddeus  and  Mary 
L.  (I'easlec)  Fletcher  on  September  19,  1830,  in 
Jericho,  Vermont,  where  her  father  was  a  mer- 
chant, and  whence  lie  removed  to  Essex,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  similar  business  for  several 
years.  In  1850  Mr.  Fletcher  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Murlington.  Mary  Fletcher  and  her 
younger  sister,  Ellen,  the  only  children,  received 
their  education  in  the  Burlington  Female  Semi- 
nary, conducted  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Converse.  Both 
girls  were  extremely  delicate  in  health,  and  are  re- 
membered by  their  associates  as  being  unusually 
shy  and  reserved.  Ellen,  though  apparently  the 
more  vigorous  of  the  two,  died  of  consumption 
after  a  short  illness  in  1855. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  having  by  prudence  in  mercan- 
tile business  and  fortunate  investments  at  the 
wesf  amassed  a  large  property,  and  foreseeing 
that  his  family  would  be  short-lived  turned  his 
thoughts  to  the  question  of  a  charitable  endow- 
ment for  the  public  benefit.  Among  the  plans 
which  he  considered,  were  projects  for  a  public 
library  and  a  hospital.  Death,  however,  came  to 
him  in  1873,  before  he  had  fully  matured  any  of 
the  plans  which  lay  before  him.  The  only  con- 
siderable gifts  made  by  Mr.  Fletcher  himself 
were  an  endowment  fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
given  to  the  Essex  Classical  Institute,  and  a  be- 
quest of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  Home  for 
Destitute  Children.  lUirlington.  Vermont.  Short- 
ly after  Ins  death  Mrs.  Mary  L.  and  Miss  Mary 
M.  Fletcher,  his  wife  and  daughter,  to  whom  he 
had  bequeathed  all  his  property,  founded  and 
endowed  the  "Fletcher  Free  Library"  of  Bur- 
lington. Vermont,  with  gifts  aggregating 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  » )f  this  sum. 
by  Ihe  deed  of  gift,  ten  thousand  dollar- 
was  devoted  to  the  immediate  purchase  of  l>ooks ; 
ten  thousand  dollars  was  to  In-  invested  as  a  fund, 
the  proceeds  of  which  should  Ivc  expended  in  pur- 
chasing I  took  s,  and  four  thousand  dollars  was 
afterwards  added  for  the  publishing  of  tin-  cata- 
logue and  for  procuring  books  for  the  reference 
department.  The  cost  of  maintenance,  including 
building,  furnishing   salaries  of  librarians,  and 


current  expenses,  is  borne  by  the  city.  This  has 
proved  a  most  wise  anil  beneficent  gift.  The 
present  librarian.  Miss  Sarah  llagar,  has  had 
charge  of  the  library  since  1885.  It  appears  by 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  trustees  that  the  li- 
brary has  now  on  its  shelves  between  forty  thou- 
sand and  fifty  thousand  volumes,  that  the  yearly 
additions  are  about  one  thousand  volumes,  and 
the  number  of  volumes  annually  drawn  out  for 
reading  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  an  average 
of  fifty  thousand.  Multiply  these  figures  by  the 
future  decades  of  years  which  will  inherit  the 
ever-accumulating  proceeds  of  this  gift,  and  the 
gain  to  the  intelligence  of  the  community  is  seen 
to  be  beyond  calculation. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mrs.  Fletcher  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1875  frustrated  for  a  time  the  plan  for  the 
endowment  of  a  hospital  in  which  both  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Fletcher  had  taken  a  warm  interest  and 
which  seemed  to  be  approaching  maturity.  But 
as  soon  as  Miss  Fletcher  recovered  from  the 
shock  caused  by  her  mother's  death  she  set  her- 
self resolutely,  and  under  a  profound  sense  of  the 
responsibility  placed  upon  her,  to  accomplish  the 
project  twice  arrested  by  death,  the  founding  of  a 
hospital.  In  this  act,  or  series  of  acts,  by  which, 
on  her  part,  this  plan  was  carried  into  execution. 
Miss  l'letclier  manifested  a  remarkable  business 
an.!  executive  ability.  It  has  almost  become  a 
proverb  that  nowhere  do  persons  of  weillh  show 
so  much  weakness  as  in  their  projects  for  lx\stow- 
ing  their  wealth  upon  the  public.  But  this  quiet, 
resolute  lady,  having  sought  advice  where  she 
thought  she  could  gel  the  best,  matured  her  plans 
thoughtfully,  and  then,  waving  aside  op]>osition. 
announced  and  proceeded  to  carry  out  her  design 
with  a  wisdom  and  firmness  which,  almost  equally 
with  her  generosity,  entitle  her  to  admiration. 

The  sum  total  of  Miss  Fletcher's  gifts  to  the 
Mary  Fletcher  Hospital  is  something  over  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  amount 
iK-arlv  thirty  thousand  dollars  went  to  the  pur- 
cha>e  of  »he  charming  estate  which  constitutes 
the  hospital  grounds,  fifty  thousand  dollars  was 
expended  in  building  and  furniture,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  a  permanent  fund  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  hospital,  w  hich  is  today  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  state  of  Vermont.  This  total  of  gifts  made 
in  her  lifetime,  and  of  the  avails  of  her  legacy, 
constitutes  by  far  the  largest  In-nefaction  made  to 


1 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE 

the  public  in  our  "Mate  throughout  its  entire  his- 
tory. 

Miss  Fletcher's  minor  benefactions  were  in 
number  countless,  and  were  always  bestowed  with 
a  thoughtful  kindness  which  more  than  doubled 
their  value  to  the  recipients.  She  was,  of  course, 
beset  by  numberless  solicitations  which  she  was 
obliged  to  refuse,  but  the  necessity  of  a  refusal 
always  cost  her  gentle  heart  a  pang.  Among  her 
latest  gifts  were  an  addition  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  Essex  Classical 
Institute  and  a  payment  of  rive  thousand  dollars 
to  the  hospital  for  the  establishment  of  a  free 
bed  in  favor  of  the  Winooski  Avenue  Congrega- 
tional church,  with  which  she  had  her  church 
home.  This  latter  gift,  one  of  the  last  acts  of  her 
life,  seemed  to  give  her  unusual  enjoyment. 

Miss  Fletcher,  though  outliving  all  her  fam- 
ily, was  a  life-long  invalid,  death  from  consump- 
tion seeming  to  be  a  near  probability  at  any  time 
for  thirty  years  before  it  actually  came.  This 
prolonged  feebleness  and  perpetual  struggle  for 
existence  will  explain  at  once  her  secluded  mode 
of  lite  and  the  special  form  of  benevolence  to 
which  she  gave  her  liest  thoughts  and  the  largest 
part  of  her  means.  The  Mary  Fletcher  Hospital 
is  an  expression  of  her  deep  sympathy  with  hu- 
man suffering  ami  an  embodiment  of  her  earnest 
wish  to  do  something  for  its  alleviation. 

The  closing  scene  in  Miss  I'tetcher's  life  was 
especially  touching.  As  soon  as  she  became  aware 
that  her  end  was  near  she  desired  to  be  taken  to 
the  hospital.  Though  informed  by  her  physician. 
Dr.  Carpenter,  that  the  removal  would  be  at- 
tended with  extreme  danger,  she  would  not  be  re 
fused.  Taken  up  from  her  bed  in  the  arms  of  her 
faithful  attendant,  Michael  Kelly,  she  was  con- 
veyed in  a  sleigh  to  the  hospital  and  laid  u|x»n  the 
bed  in  her  own  room,  where  nobody  but  herself 
had  ever  rested,  and  there,  murmuring  thanks 
that  she  was  permitted  to  be  where  she  was,  in  a 
very  brief  space  she  breathed  her  life  gently  away, 
attended  by  the  president,  the  superintendent, 
member*  of  the  staff,  and  the  nurses  of  the  hos- 
pital she  had  founded.  It  was  all  exactly  as  she 
might  have  wished,  and  doubtless  did  wish,  dur 
ing  those  many  davs  of  weakness  and  pain, 
through  and  beyond  which  she  has  now  forever 
She  died  February  24,  1885,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year 
of  her  age. 
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Miss  Fletcher's  life,  as  we  now  look  back  u|x>n 
it,  was  one  of  great  interest  and  beauty.  In  spite 
of  sickness  and  pain,  in  spite  of  manifold  limita- 
tions, a  certain  serenity  rests  upon  it.  a  certain 
degree  even  of  sunshine  and  charm.  Our  com- 
munity is  the  richer  for  having  such  a  life  treas- 
ured im>  in  its  memory.  When  more  noted  names 
and  more  splendid  careers  shall  be  forgotten,  this 
gentle  lady  and,that  which  she  has  done  will  long 
be  held  in  loving  remembrance. 

JOHN  A.  SMITH. 

John  A.  Smith,  one  of  the  prosperous  fanners 
of  Jericho,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  William 
Smith,  w  ho  was  a  resident  of  Eanesl>oro,  Massa- 
chusetts. Shortly  after  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
removed  to  F.ssev.  Vermont,  where  he  resided 
for  about  one  year.  Samuel  Smith,  brother  of 
William  Smith,  also  removed  from  Massachusetts 
to  Essex.  Vermont,  before  the  Revolution,  when  he 
girdled  some  trees  on  a  tract  of  land,  but  during 
the  progress  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  native 
state,  where  he  remained  until  the  termination  of 
the  war,  when  he  returned  to  Vermont,  bringing 
W  illiam  Smith  with  him,  and  settled  upon  the 
same  place  that  he  selected  when  on  his  first  visit. 
Wilbam  Smith  removed  to  Jericho.  Vermont, 
where  he  had  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which 
he  cultivated  and  improved,  and  in  a  short  space 
of  time  he  had  a  very  productive  farm.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Ruth  Wood,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them :  Nathan.  William, 
John.  Isaac,  Chloe,  Rhuana  and  Emily  Smith. 

John  Smith,  third  son  of  William  and  Ruth 
Smith,  was  l>orn  in  Jericho,  Vermont,  June  24, 
ij<)~.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  school  of 
the  town,  and  ii|>on  attaining  young  manhood  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  prominent 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Free-soil  party, 
and  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Jeri- 
cho in  the  legislature  of  Vermont  in  1854.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Philena  Knowles. 
who  was  ]>orn  in  1*02  and  died  April  23.  1871. 
Their  children  were:  Cornelius,  born  August 
30.  1824,  and  died  March  23,  1848;  and  Cordon 
Smith. 

Gordon  Smith,  father  of  John  A.  Smith,  was 
liorn  m  Jericho,  Vermont,  in  <  >ctober.  182S.  After 
receiving  a  common  school  education  he  entered 
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the  Jericho  Academy,  where  ho  pursued  a  special 
course  of  study.  He  chose  fanning  for  his  voca- 
tion in  life,  and  he  has  followed  it  ever  since.  He 
met  with  a  marked  degree  of  success  owing  to  his 
industrious,  energetic  and  progressive  ideas.  He 
was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  the  town,  and  was  elected  to  serve  in  vari- 
ous local  offices ;  he  represented  the  town  of  Jeri- 
cho in  the  state  legislature  in  1874,  and  was  chosen 
to  serve  on  the  committee  on  foreign  relations.  On 
June  11,  1850,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Lydia 
E.  Lcc,  who  was  born  September  25,  1828,  a 
daughter  of  Azaraih  and  Annis  (Chamberlain) 
Lee,  of  Jericho,  Vermont.  Their  children  are: 
Emma  E.,  born  June  13,  1852;  Ernest,  born 
March  2,  1871,  married  Miss  Cora  Chapin,  daugh- 
ter of  Milo  H.  Chapin,  of  Ncw|H>rt,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  they  have  one  daughter;  and  John  A. 
Smith. 

John  A.  Smith,  older  son  of  Gordon  and  Ly- 
dia Smith,  was  born  in  Jericho,  Vermont,  January 
18,  1854.  His  educational  advantages  were  re- 
ceived in  the  public  school  of  his  native  town. 
Born  and  reared  upon  a  farm,  he  lias  naturally 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  this  en- 
terprise he  has  met  with  the  success  that  always 
attends  well  directed  efforts,  and  ho  is  considered 
one  of  the  prosperous  and  progressive  fanners  of 
that  section  of  the  country.  In  his  political  prefer- 
ences ho  is  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all 
matters  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the  town. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Jericho  in  the  state 
legislature  in  1902.  and  served  on  the  general 
committees.  In  his  religious  creed  he  prefers  the 
Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage.  December 
7,  1881,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Armour,  a  daughter  of 
Xcil  and  Fannie  (Ross)  Armour,  of  Now  York 
city.  They  had  one  child,  a  boy  who  was  born 
July  14.  18^3.  and  died  in  November  of  the  same 
\ear.  Mrs.  Smith  passed  awav  September  6, 
1883. 

CAPTAIN  GEORGE  W.  BURLESON. 

One  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  St.  Al- 
lans, Vermont,  is  Captain  George  W.  Burleson, 
whose  portrait  apjx'ars  on  the  opposite  page,  and 
who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a  descend- 


ant on  the  paternal  side  of  a  family  who  came  10 
this  country  from  Scotland,  one  branch  of  which 
settled  in  Connecticut  and  the  other  in  Louisiana. 
Captain  Burleson  is  descended  from  the  Connecti- 
cut branch.  Job  Burlejon,  grandfather  of 
George  \V.  Burleson,  was  born  in  Connecticut 
June  19,  1762,  and  remained  a  resident  of  that 
state  for  many  years;  later  he  removed  to  Cat- 
taraugus county.  New  York,  and  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming  and  distilling.  He  was  very 
successful  in  his  management  of  these  enterprises, 
and  became  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
men  of  the  community.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Abigail  Bowdish,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them :  Job,  born 
August  11,  1784;  Ichabod.  born  October  26, 
1786;  Peter,  born  September  12,  1788;  Charles, 
born  August  23,  1790;  Rtturn,  born  August  13, 
1792;  Alvah.  born  August  15,  1704;  Sally,  l>orn 
December  to,  1796;  Owui,  born  June  8,  1798; 
Silas,  born  September  29,  1800;  Caleb  N.,  born 
August  13,  1802;  and  Gardner,  bom  Decemlx-r 
14,  1804.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  March  18,  1827 
Colonel  Joseph  Bowdish,  maternal  grandfather 
of  George  W.  Burleson,  was  a  son  of  Peter,  and 
he  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Bowdish.  Colonel 
Bowdish  was  born  in  Preston,  Connecticut,  Aug- 
ust 8,  1766,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Fair- 
field, Franklin  county,  Vennont.where  lie  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits;  he  held  various  local 
offices  in  the  town' and  was  also  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  Colonel  Bowdish 
was  an  active  participant  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  serving  with  distinction  in  many  of  the  bat- 
tles. On  August  17,  1796,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  at  Fairfield,  Vermont,  to  Amanda  But- 
ler, who  was  born  at  Norfolk.  Connecticut,  in 
1780.  Their  children  were:  Orissa,  bom  May 
28,  1797;  Clo,  born  August  25,  1799;  George 
W.,  born  November  12.  1801  ;  Amanda  H.,  U>rn 
February  15,  1804;  Joseph,  born  December  26, 
1805;  Fannie,  born  December  1,  1808;  Abigail, 
born  June  28,  181  r ;  Cloe,  born  June  7,  1813 ;  and 
Isaac,  born  October  3,  1815.  Colonel  Bowdish 
died  April  19,  1820;  his  widow  died  April  12, 
1841. 

Caleb  N.  Burleson,  father  of  George  NY.  Bur- 
leson, was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York, 
August  13,  1802,  and  his  early  education  was  ob- 
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taincd  in  the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity.  lie 
then  entered  a  New  York  medical  college,  ami 
after  his  graduation  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  Franklin.  Vermont,  and 
later  established  an  office  in  East  Fairfield,  Frank- 
lin county,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent.  During  the  early  years  of  his  manhood 
he  voted  the  Whig  ticket,  but  subsequently  gave 
his  support  to  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Bur- 
leson married  for  his  first  wife  Diana  Stevens, 
and  their  children  were :  Solomon,  who  became 
an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  serving  as  a  missionary  to  the  Oneida 
Indians  in  Wisconsin;  he  married  Abigail  Pom- 
eroy,  of  Fairfield,  Vermont,  and  they  had  five 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Rev.  Allen,  who  is 
rector  at  Shasta  Valley,  California ;  Rev.  Hugh, 
dean  of  the  diocese  of  North  Dakota,  located  at 
Fargo ;  Rev.  John,  located  at  Grand  Forks,  North 
Dakota;  Rev.  Edward  Wells,  located  at  Larra- 
more,  North  Dakota;  Rev.  Guy  Pomeroy,  now  a 
member  of  the  graduating  class  at  the  Episcopal 
Seminary  in  New  York;  Mary,  who  resides  at 
Grand  Forks  with  her  mother ;  Martha,  wife  of 
Dr.  \\rintermute,  located  at  Kilburn,  Wisconsin ; 
and  Abby,  wife  of  C.  E.  Kelsey,  a  lawyer  at  San 
Juan,  California.  Emma,  the  other  child  of  Caleb 
N.  Burleson,  was  the  wife  of  I.  G.  Bowman, 
and  died  in  1864,  leaving  two  children,  Homer 
C.  and  Marion  A.  Bowman,  now  of  Topeka, 
Kansas.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Burleson  mar- 
ried Amanda  Bowdish,  of  Fairfield,  Vermont, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  them,  George  \\.  Bur- 
leson.   Mr.  Burleson  died  January  21,  1887. 

George  W.  Burleson  was  born  in  Berkshire, 
Vermont,  March  23,  1845;  early  in  life  he  re- 
moved to  Franklin,  where  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  Franklin  Academy.  On  May  19, 
1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C, 
First  Vermont  Regiment,  and  served  for  three 
years.  The  regiment  was  forwarded  to  Newport 
News  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Peter  T.  Washburn,  later  governor  of  Vermont, 
and  Colonel  Phelps.  Their  first  engagement  was 
at  Big  Bethel,  and  after  participating  in  several 
other  battles,  his  term  of  enlistment  having  ex- 
pired, he  returned  to  Franklin,  Vermont,  and  on 
October  15,  186 1,  re-enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Sixth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Nathan  Lord, 
which  constituted  a  part  of  the  old  Vermont 


Brigade,  and  later  became  a  part  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  in  the  follow- 
ing named  battles:  t.cc's  Mills,  Williamsburg, 
Fair  Oaks,  Seven  Days'  battle,  second  Bull  Run, 
three  engagements  in  front  of  Fredericksburg, 
(  old  Harbor,  defences  of  Washington,  Antietam, 
IhhIi  battles  of  Fredericksburg.  Mine  Run,  second 
Cold  Harbor,  Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  a  series  of 
engagements  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  just  l>c- 
fore  the  close  of  the  war  at  Sailor's  Crock,  Farm- 
ville,  Winchester  and  Cedar  Creek.  Captain  Bur- 
leson enlisted  as  sergeant  in  Company  K,  was 
made  quartermaster  in  the  fall  of  1862,  quarter- 
master sergeant  in  the  fall  of  1864,  first  lieu- 
tenant shortly  afterward,  and  was  then  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain,  being  mustered  out  of  the 
liiitcd  States  service  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  in 
July,  1865.  During  the  entire  term  of  his  service 
he  received  only  three  wounds,  one  of  them  a 
shell  wound  in  the  side,  which  he  received  April 
2,  1865,  in  the  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Captain  Bur- 
leson studied  law  with  the  firm  of  Fitch  &  New- 
ton at  Highgatc,  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876.  He  has  been  in 
active  practice  in  St.  Albans  since  that  time,  and 
his  high  reputation  as  a  lawyer  has  been  won 
through  earnest,  honest  labor,  and  his  standing 
at  the  bar  is  a  merited  tribute  to  his  professional 
ability.  In  1884  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  state's 
attorney  for  Franklin  county,  resigning  from  his 
office  in  order  to  accept  a  position  as  deputy  in 
charge  of  the  customs  of  St.  Albans,  district  of 
Vermont,  which  was  tendered  to  him  in  1886. 
The  customs  port  of  St.  Albans  is  one  of  the 
most  important  sub-ports  in  the  United  States, 
employing,  besides  the  deputy,  sixteen  sub-dep- 
uties ;  the  average  yearly  receipts  of  all  the  mer- 
chandise received  being  $7,928,166,  upon  which 
duties  assessed  amounted  to  $3,820,677.78,  and 
which  is  covered  by  15.059  entries.  On  January 
1,  1903,  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
special  deputy  collector  of  customs  for  District 
of  Vermont,  with  headquarters  at  Burlington, 
Vermont. 

Captain  Burleson  has  been  a  member  of  Hurl- 
hurt  Post,  No.  61,  G.  A.  R.,  since  its  organiza- 
tion ;  member  of  Vermont  Commandery  of  Loyal 
Legion,  this  order  being  composed  of  ex-com- 
manders of  the  Civil  war:  Eagle  Lodge  No.  67, 
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F.  &  A.  M.,  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont:  Cham- 
plain  Chapter,  \o.  i,  R.  A.  M. ;  Columbus  Coun- 
cil, No.  I,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  La  Fayette  Commander}-, 
No.  3,  K.  T. ;  and  also  member  of  Vermont  Con- 
sitory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

Captain  Burleson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Irene  E.  Spaulding,  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  G. 
Spaulding,  of  Vermont,  and  the  following  named 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Emma,  wife  of 

G.  H.  Hill,  an  agriculturist  of  East  Fairfield,  Ver- 
mont; Eugene  II.,  married  Winifred  Bcals,  a 
native  of  East  Fairfield,  and  their  two  children 
arc  Max  1.  and  Lou  1.  Burleson;  Lou  I.,  de- 
ceased; and  George  S.,  w  ho  married  Lillian  T. 
Taguc,  studied  law  with  F.  S.  Tuppcr  at  East 
Fairfield,  and  is  now  in  die  active  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Highgate. 

FRANK  B.  HOWE. 

Frank  B.  Howe,  a  prominent  and  enterpris- 
ing citizen  of  Jericho,  Vermont,  was  born  in 
Jericho,  June  28,  1852,  a  descendant  of  Dr.  Har- 
mon Howe,  who  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fanny  Bliss,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  Bliss.  Mrs. 
Howe  was  one  of  nine  children  who  were  born 
to  Timothy  and  Fannie  Bliss ;  their  names  were : 
Binu,  George,  Lucien,  Hosea,  Ambrose.  Timothy, 
Cynthia,  Fanny  and  Laura  Bliss.  The  two  chil- 
dren born  to  Dr.  Harmon  and  Fanny  Howe  are 
Lucius  Bliss  and  Mary  Howe. 

Lucius  Bliss  Howe,  father  of  Frank  B.  Howe, 
was  born  in  Essex,  Vermont,  in  1K2S.  and  after 
obtaining  his  preliminary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  ot  his  native  village  lie  pursued  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Jericho  Academy.  Subse- 
quently he  entered  mercantile  life  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  operation  of  a  flouring  mill.  He 
conducted  an  extensive  business  and  enjoyed  a 
Inch  degree  of  success,  which  was  due  to  his 
excellent  business  ability  and  capable  manage- 
ment. In  politics  he  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  Republican  party;  he 
was  elected  town  treasurer  and  served  in  that 
capacity  for  ten  years;  he  was  also  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  town  in  the  state  legislature,  lie  mar- 
ried Clansa  Jennet t  Galusha,  who  was  born  in 
Jericho,  Vermont,  "i  1830,  a  descendant  of  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  Chittenden  and  Governor  1  lalusha. 
Their  children  were:    Harmon  George.  Frank 


Bliss  Lucuiu  C,  and  Truman,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Frank  Bliss  Howe,  second  son  of  Lucius  and 
Clarisa  Howe,  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Essex  and  Montpelicr,  Vermont, 
and  this  was  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study 
in  St.  Hyacinthe,  province  of  Quebec.  After 
his  education  was  completed  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  nulling,  and  now  runs  a  dairy  of 
thirty  cows  and  the  Chittenden  flour  mills,  custom, 
retail  and  wholesale  flour  and  feed  business,  in 
the  village  of  Jericho  Corners.  Since  attaining 
his  majority  Mr.  Howe  has  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  political  affairs,  is  a  pronounced  Re- 
publican, and  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of 
Jericho  in  the  state  legislature  in  1 896.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  having 
served  as  treasurer  of  McDonough  Lodge  No. 
26,  F.  &  A.  M.,  since  April,  1899. 

Mr.  Howe  married,  in  Jericho,  Vermont,  in 
1875.  Miss  Ella  Mclendy,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Martha  (Heustis)  Melendy ;  they  had  one 
daughter.  Mat  tie  Clara,  who  was  a  teacher  of 
music,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Byron  W.  Shepard- 
son,  a  merchant  miller  of  Riverton,  Nebraska. 
Mrs.  llow-e  died  in  October,  1877,  and  Mr.  Howe 
then  married,  in  Passaic,  New  Jersey,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1 882,  M  iss  Lizzie  Z.  Reed,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Abby  (Woodworth)  Heed;  their  children 
are:  Harmon  Paul,  hrank  Loomis  and  Bernard 
Reed  Howe.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  February,  1900.  and  Mr.  Howe  then  contracted 
an  alliance  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  in  August, 
1900,  with  Miss  Evaline  Clapp  Sargeant,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Simeon  Clapp  and  Lucinda  Meade. 

DAVID  BOS  WORTH. 

Rev.  David  Bosworth,  now  deceased,  was 
born  in  Hampton,  New  York,  June  9.  1814,  and 
could  trace  bis  ancestry  back  to  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  members  of  the 
family  being  prominently  identified  with  the  Rev- 
lutionary  period.  Hezekiah  Bosworth,  grand- 
father of  David  Bosworth,  was  born  in  Swansea, 
Massachusetts.  January  30.  1741,  and  was  an  ac- 
tive participant  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
luiie  20.  17(16.  be  w  as  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Giddings,  born  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  January  27, 
1745.  a  daughter  of  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
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war.  She  died  December  19,  1812.  Mr.  Bos- 
worth  died  May  4,  1820. 

Hczekiah  Bosworth,  father  of  David  Bos- 
worth,  familarly  known  as  "Judge  Bosworth," 
was  born  November  28,  1785,  at  Swansea,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  obtained  a  practical  education 
in  the  district  school.  October  25,  181  t,  he  mar- 
ried Myra  Miller,  born  September  12,  1792,  at 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  ten  children  were 
l>orn  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  time  (1903):  Cynthia,  wife  of  Ozro 
Meacham,  of  Tacoma,  Washington :  Amanda, 
wife  of  Don  Atwood,  of  Castleton,  Vermont : 
Eliza,  wife  of  John  Wood,  of  Fairhaven,  Ver- 
mont; and  Myra,  wife  of  Nathan  Batchelder,  of 
Fairhaven,  Vermont.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1870  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.    The  lather  died  in  January.  1863. 

David  Bosworth  was  a  pupil  in  the  common 
schools  of  Hampton,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Castleton  Academy,  and  this  training  was  forti- 
fied later  by  a  course  in  the  Troy  Conference 
Academy.  Having  completed  his  education  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  he  returned  home  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm 
and  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  teacher  lor  sev- 
eral seasons.  Subsequently  he  purchased  a  farm 
adjoining  that  of  his  father,  and  was  engaged  in 
both  occupations  successfully  for  fifteen  years ; 
during  this  time  he  first  felt  the  inclination  to 
preach,  and  this  he  did.  meeting  with  a  large  de- 
gree of  success,  at  the  Advent  church  in  Hamp- 
ton. He  was  connected,  on  the  maternal  side, 
with  the  founders  of  the  "Millerite"  sect,  later 
known  as  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  In  March 
1S55.  Mr.  Bosworth  moved  to  Bristol.  Vermont, 
where  he  labored  in  the  ministry  for  five  years, 
and  the  follow  ing  four  years  were  spent  in  Water- 
bury,  where  lie  worked  faithfully  to  aid  a  strug- 
gling church.  He  also  resided  in  Fairhaven  and 
Cuttingsville.  giving  all  the  assistance  in  his 
|M.\ver  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  the  Advent 
churches  in  the  vicinity.  In  1854  he  organized 
and  established  a  church  at  Mt.  Holly.  Vermont, 
and  completed  its  house  of  worship  and  organized 
a  society  and  built  a  church  at  Brooksville.  Ver- 
mont. He  was  thirty-four  years  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Mt.  Holly. 

In  1868  he  returned  to  Bristol  and  founded 
the  Howden- Bosworth  Company,  manufacturers 
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of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  In  1869  the  plant  was 
destroyed  by  Hood,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt 
ami  devoted  to  the  making  of  burial  caskets.  In 
1878  the  business  was  merged  in  a  stock  company 
under  the  name  of  the  Bristol  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  New  England  states. 
They  give  employment  to  over  one  hundred  and 
thirty  men  in  the  manufacture  of  caskets  of  all 
grades  ami  undertakers'  furnishings,  and  the  busi- 
ness is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  ow  ing  to 
the  rare  ability  and  enterprise  of  Mr.  Bosworth, 
who  was  one  of  the  largest  stockholders  and 
acted  for  many  years  as  its  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. He  did  not,  at  any  time  abandon  preaching, 
but  continued  his  religious  lalx>rs  as  long  as  he 
lived,  and  his  sphere  of  influence  was  constantly 
extended  and  beneficent  in  results.  He  was  sec- 
retary of  the  '  World-Wide  Prayer  Union,"  acted 
as  sii|>erintcndent  of  Sunday-schools,  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Vermont  and  Canada  conference  of 
Second  Adventists,  and  also  president  of  the 
American  Millenial  Association,  with  head- 
quarters in  Boston.  A  constant  correspondent  of 
Messiah's  Herald,  he  was  also  the  author  of  a 
book,  entitled  the  "The  Millenium  and  Belated 
Events." 

Mr.  Bosworth  never  took  an  especial  interest 
in  politics,  except  as  it  affected  educational  mat- 
ters, with  whose  work  he  was  actively  associated 
in  the  various  places  in  which  he  resided.  He  was 
tir.-t  a  Democrat,  later  an  adherent  of  the  Frec- 
s-.'il  party,  and  finally  a  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican jwrty,  as  he  had  long  been  of  its  cardinal 
principals. 

On  November  15.  1842.  Mr.  Bosworth  was 
married  to  Miss  Mclina,  a  daughter  of  W  illiam 
Hotchkiss,  of  Hampton.  New  York,  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  were  born  to  them:  Alice 
F.,  now-  the  wife  of  Isaac  Roseman,  of  Bristol; 
Amanda  M..  a  teacher  in  the  Model  School  at 
Trenton,  New  Jersey  :  Evangeline  A.,  who  died  in 
infancv  ;  Ida  M.,  who  died  in  181)5.  while  the  wife 
of  Vincent  Menuez,  leaving  one  child.  Josephine; 
and  William  II..  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Isaac  and  Alice  F.  Roseman  have  a 
daughter.  Lena,  now  the  wife  of  Ralph  Denio.  of 
I'awlet.  Vermont.  Mrs.  Melina  Bosworth  passed 
away  February  13.  18A4.  and  Mr.  Bosworth  was 
again  married.  March  14,  1865.  the  bride  being 
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Miss  Carrie  M.,  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Saman- 
tha  (I Jump)  Boardman.  Four  of  the  five  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  are  now  living.  The  eldest 
Rev.  Boardman  B.  Bosworth,  is  pastor  of  the 
Washington  Heights  Baptist  church  of  New  York 
city.  Miriam  Helen  is  solist  and  director  of  the 
surpliccd  choir  of  her  brother's  church  in  New 
York.  Myra  M.  died  in  childhood.  Grace 
Mabel  is  her  mother's  companion  in  the  Bristol 
home.  David  R.,  who  married  Anna  G.,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  W.  H.  Nicholls,  of  Randolph.  Ver- 
mont, is  treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Manufacturing 
Company.  Rev.  B.  B.  Bosworth  married  Phoebe 
L.  Marsh,  and  has  three  children,  Clarence  D., 
David  M.  and  Boardman  M.  Bosworth. 

David  Bosworth  died  February  7,  1899.  at 
his  home  in  Bristol,  and  his  remains  were  loving- 
ly deposited  in  the  local  cemetery.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  a  widow  and  seven  children,  besides 
many  admiring  and  mourning  friends.  He  exer- 
cised a  strong  influence  for  the  right  in  every- 
thing, and  in  his  demise  the  community  lost  its 
most  useful  citizen.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
business  which  he  established,  as  a  means  of  sus- 
taining his  family  and  promoting  good  works,  is 
now  managed  by  his  eldest  and  his  youngest  sons. 
His  children  have  had  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  the  daughters  have  shown  some 
talent  in  painting.  His  widow,  who  was  his 
faithful  coadjutor  in  good  works,  is  striving 
to  carry  along  his  ideas,  with  full  faith  in  his 
merit  and  good  judgment. 

HON.  DAVID  WELLS  TEMPLE. 

Hon.  David  W.  Temple,  mayor  of  Rutland, 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Temple  Brothers,  and 
also  owner  of  an  extensive  stock  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rutland,  is  held  in  high  estimation 
in  political,  commercial  and  social  circles  as  a 
progressive  citizen,  and  one  who  |K>ssesses  fine 
personal  qualities.  He  was  born  in  Heath.  Frank- 
lin county,  Massachusetts.  December  24,  1854, 
a  son  of  David  and  Caroline  Temple. 

David  Temple,  father  of  David  Wells  Temple, 
was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Temple,  and  was  also  born 
at  Heath,  Massachusetts,  where  he  resided  all 
his  life,  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  fanning. 
He  interested  himself  in  the  political  affairs  of 
the  town,  and  was  chosen  by  the  constituents  of 


the  Democratic  ]>arty  to  fill  the  office  of  select- 
man, the  duties  of  which  he  informed  most  ac- 
ccptably  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Temple 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Chris- 
tie, and  the  following  named  children  were  born 
to  them :  Hiram,  William  H.,  John  C.  and  David 
Wells  Temple.  Mr.  Temple  died  in  the  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

David  W.  Temple,  youngest  son  of  David  and 
Caroline  Temple,  acquired  a  good  common  school 
education  in  the  town  of  Heath,  and  he  com- 
menced his  business  career  by  engaging  as  a  sales- 
man on  the  road  in  the  marble  and  granite  busi- 
ness. Subsequently  he  established  a  granite  and 
marble  business  on  his  own  account  at  Shelburne 
Falls,  Massachusetts,  and  for  fourteen  years  suc- 
cessfully conducted  this  enterprise.  After  the 
expiration  of  this  period  of  time,  Mr.  Temple  re- 
moved to  Rutland  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  brother,  J.  C.  Temple,  under  the  style 
of  Temple  Brothers.  They  conduct  a  retail  mar- 
ble and  granite  business,  cut  and  polish  marble 
in  the  yard,  and  give  employment  to  about  fifty 
men  at  a  time.  Their  plants  arc  situated  at  Rut- 
land, Vermont,  and  Shelburne  Falls,  Greenfield 
and  Pittsficld,  Massachusetts.  In  addition  to 
this  extensive  business,  Mr.  Temple  and  his 
brother  are  the  owners  of  the  Maple  Grove  Stock 
Farm,  where  they  make  a  specialty  of  Jersey 
cattle,  always  having  on  hand  from  eighty  to 
ninety  head  of  registered  stock  for  dairy  pur- 
f>oscs.  The  farm  consists  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  ground,  and  they  dispose  of  their 
milk  to  retail  dealers  in  the  city  of  Rutland.  Alert, 
enterprising,  systematic,  and,  above  all,  thor- 
oughly reliable  in  their  methods  of  business,  they 
have  achieved  a  large  degree  of  success  in  both 
these  undertakings. 

In  politics  Mr.  Temple  is  a  Democrat,  and 
served  for  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
assessors  in  Shelburne  Falls,  Massachusetts,  and 
also  served  as  selectman.  In  1901  he  was  elected 
to  fill  the  responsible  position  of  mayor  of  Rut- 
land, Vermont,  defeating  his  opponent  in  office, 
the  Hon.  J.  B.  Hollistcr,  by  ten  votes,  although 
the  city  gave  a  Rqmblican  majority  of  six  hun- 
dred in  1900  out  of  a  poll  of  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  tenn,  in  1902,  he  was  re-nominated  by  a  con- 
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mention  of  citizens,  and  at  the  ensuing  election 
was  re-elected,  receiving  a  majority  vote 
of  one  thousand,  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
as  against  ten  in  the  preceding  year.  This  splen- 
did result  was  a  fine  tribute  to  the  ability  and 
integrity  displayed  by  Mayor  Temple  in  his  first 
term.  lie  had  conducted  the  public  business 
solely  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  in  his 
appointments  it  was  his  endeavor  to  fill  the  vari- 
ous offices  with  the  men  best  qualified,  without 
fear  or  favor,  and  with  no  thought  other  than 
that  of  securing  capability  and  integrity  in  the 
discharge  of  public  duty. 

Mr.  Temple  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, affiliated  with  Rutland  Lodge  No.  79, 
Davenport  Chapter  and  Killington  Commandery, 
and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellow6,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  En- 
campment. In  November,  1879,  Mr.  Temple  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  I.  Warner,  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Ruth  VV.,  Wayne  N.  and  Robert  D. 
Temple. 

WILLIAM  H.  BOSWORTH. 

William  H.  Bosworth,  superintendent  of  the 
Bristol  Manufacturing  Company,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing concerns  of  Addison  county,  was  born  in  this 
town  on  the  30th  of  August,  1856.  His  father, 
David  Bosworth,  was  a  pioneer  citizen  of  Bris- 
tol, whose  biography,  with  the  family  geneal- 
ogy, is  a  feature  of  this  work. 

The  nucleus  of  the  Bristol  Manufacturing 
Company,  was  a  small  plant  on  the  New  Haven 
river,  operated  previous  to  1867  hy  Howden. 
Daniels  &  Company,  as  a  jobbing  shop  and  sash 
and  blind  factory.  In  1867  this  concern  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Howden,  Bosworth  &  Company,  con- 
sisting of  W.  S.  Howden.  David  Bosworth  and 
Benjamin  Daggett,  in  which  firm  the  late  David 
Bosworth  was  the  leading  spirit.  In  1869  one-halt 
the  plant  was  destroyed  by  a  freshet,  and  it  was 
rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale  the  following  spring.  At 
this  time  the  nature  of  the  product  was  changed, 
and  the  manufacture  of  coffins  and  burial 
caskets  was  begun.  This  has  ever  since  been  the 
line  of  work,  though  many  changes  in  the  form 
and  character  of  the  goods  have  been  made,  in 
the  march  of  progress.   At  the  time  when  Will- 


iam H.  Bosworth  took  charge,  as  superintendent, 
the  capacity  was  between  eight  and  nine  thous- 
and caskets  per  annum,  and  it  is  now  twenty 
thousand.  The  business  was  organized  as  a  stock 
company  in  January.  1877,  with  W.  S.  Howden 
as  president  and  David  Bosworth  as  secretary  and 
manager,  and  the  controlling  interest  has  since 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Bosworth  family.  The 
plant  has  been  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  most  sub- 
stantial form  of  foundation  made  for  all  the  build- 
ings, which  are  protected  by  adequate  fire  equip- 
ment on  the  premises.    The  water  of  the  river 
is  twice  used  within  the  works, with  falls  of  twelve 
and  thirteen  feet,  respectively,  which  is  sufficient 
nearly  all  the  year  to  operate  the  machinery,  al- 
though a  large  engine  is  attached  to  the  main 
shaft,  when  necessary,  to  assist  the  waterpower. 
One  shaft  extends  the  entire  length  of  the  plant, 
which  is  arranged  to  utilize  economically  the 
power.    The  wood  is  taken  direct  from  the  log 
and  passes  through  many  departments  before  the 
finished  product  is  turned  out.    It  is  not  unusual 
for  one  million  feet  of  logs  to  be  banked  along  the 
river  bank,  above  the  sawmill,  in  one  winter.  Be- 
side the  local  woods,  lumber  is  brought  from  the 
Pacific  coast,  from  Tennessee,  Florida,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  other  states.   Oak,  cedar,  chestnut  and 
birch  arc  used,  and  the  finished  product  is  un- 
surpassed by  any  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
America.    Beside  making  all  kinds  and  forms  of 
wood  caskets  and  an  occasional  old-fashioned  cof- 
fin, the  concern  deals  in  metalic  caskets  and  every 
sort  of  undertaker's  furnishings  and  trimmings. 
Some  magificent  burial  robes  arc  made  here,  and 
every  product  of  the  shops  illustrates  the  evolu- 
tion of  modern  limes  in  preparing  our  dead  for 
decent  or  magnificent  interment.    Much  of  the 
progress  of  this  establishment  is  due  to  the  care 
and  executive  ability  of  its  gentlemanly  and  capa- 
ble superintendent. 

William  Hezekiah  Bosworth  has  spent  nearly 
his  entire  life  in  Bristol,  and  to  its  excellent  school 
system  he  is  indebted  for  the  educational  privi- 
leges which  he  enjoyed  in  his  youth.  After  put- 
ting aside  his  text  boks,  he -entered  his  father's 
factory,  where  he  learned  the  business  in  every 
detail,  and  was  there  engaged  until  189*).  On 
the  1st  of  January.  1900.  he  went  to  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  and  during  his  residence  there  of 
six  months  he  aided  in  reorganizing  the  casket 
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business  of  G.  W.  Wooley  &  Son,  of  which  he 
continued  as  manager.  He  then  organized  the 
Acme  Switch  Company,  of  Hartford,  and  re- 
mained therewith  for  eighteen  months,  after 
which  he  assumed  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  the  Bristol  Manufacturing  Company,  in  his 
native  town.  Mr.  Bosworth  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Bristol  Rail- 
road Company  and  in  the  construction  of  the 
road.  He  has  gamed  a  reputation  in  trade  cir- 
cles that  is  al>ove  question,  and  to  an  unusual  de- 
gree he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact 
through  business  dealings. 

His  marriage  was  celebrated  in  1885.  when 
Miss  Hattie  Cook  became  his  wife.  She  was 
bom  in  Hampton,  New  York,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Asaph  and  Alvina  (Hotchkiss)  Cook.  Her 
only  brother,  William  H..  is  a  resident  of  Hamp- 
ton. Four  children  have  graced  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bosworth.  as  follows:  Harold 
VV.,  Alice  K.,  Wayne  C.  and  Helen  M.  The  Re- 
publican party  receives  our  subject's  active  sup- 
port and  co-operation,  and  he  has  served  as  school 
commissioner,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  of  Addison  county, 
in  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club  of  the  state, 
as  a  member  of  the  town  and  county  committees, 
and  is  now  town  moderator.  He  has  served  as 
clerk  of  the  Bristol  Railroad  since  its  organiza- 
tion and  has  refused  to  accept  many  offices  on 
account  of  business  responsibilities.  As  nearly 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Addison  county, 
he  is  widely  known  among  her  citizens,  and  is 
held  in  uniform  regard.  Of  genial  nature,  and 
quiet,  gentle  manner,  he  inspires  confidence  in 
the  stranger  and  win*  ami  retains  strong  friend- 
ships. 

ROSWKI.I.  }■:.  BROWN'. 

Roswell  E.  Brown,  one  of  the  enterprising 
merchants  of  North  Williston,  Vermont,  is  a  wor- 
thy descendant  of  John  Brown,  who  was  born 
May  7,  1758.  John  Brown  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Grover  on  June  20,  1779; 
she  was  liorn  September  7.  1753.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them:  Abi,  born 
April  29,  1780,  died  February  1,  1808;  Jessie, 
born  July  23,  1781,  died  April  18,  1808;  Mary. 


born  October  21,  1782,  died  February  29,  1824; 
Betsy,  born  July  5,  1784,  died  in  June,  1808; 
Sally,  born  October  10,  1786;  Stephen,  born  May 

8,  1788,  died  October  3,  1821 ;  John,  born  March 

9,  1790;  an  infant,  died  February  6,  1792;  Will- 
iam and  Hannah,  born  September  21,  1795,  and 
Hannah  died  August  23,  1824. 

John  Brown,  Junior,  grandfather  of  Roswell 
F.  Brown,  was  born  March  9.  1790.  After  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town,  he  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith and  pursued  that  vocation  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success  all  his  life.  He  served  as  a 
private  in  the  war  of  1 81 2,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  where  he  displayed 
great  courage  and  bravery.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  asso- 
ciated with  North  Star  Lodge  No.  12,  when  it 
was  located  at  Williston,  previous  to  its  removal 
to  Richmond,  Vermont.  Mr.  Brown  married  a 
Miss  Briggs,  and  after  her  decease  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Polly  Grorr. 

Reed  B.  Brown,  father  of  Roswell  E.  Brown, 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  resided  here  until  1840,  and  then  removed 
to  I'letcher,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
some  thirty  years.  Then  returned  to  Willston. 
Here  he  became  interested  in  saw  and  grist 
mills,  also  in  the  manufacture  of  butter  tubs,  for 
which  there  was  a  great  demand  in  that  section  of 
the  state.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent,  influ- 
ential and  popular  men  of  the  town,  and  was 
elected  by  the  Republican  party  to  serve  in  va- 
rious town  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Universalist 
church. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Electa  Fay.  and 
seven  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Polly 
Ann,  lx)rn  June  24,  1833,  wife  of  H.  L.  Story,  of 
Cambridge.  Vermont ;  Jackson,  born  October  7, 
1K35,  now  a  resident  of  Binghampton,  California; 
Bertram  F..  born  December  5,  1839,  now  resid- 
ing in  Williston,  Vermont :  Jennie  C,  born  De- 
cember 25.  1843,  wife  of  J.  B.  Wells,  of  Randolph, 
Vermont;  Byron  B..  born  August  17,  1846,  died 
May  30,  1806;  Edith,  born  December  31.  1856, 
married  S.  F.  Pine,  of  Eureka,  California,  and 
she  died  in  1882 ;  and  Roswell  E.  Brown. 

Roswell  E.  Brown,  youngest  son  of  Reed  and 
Electa  Brown,  was  born  in  Fletcher,  Vermont, 
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November  4,  1853.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Fletcher,  and  this  was  supplanted  later 
by  a  course  in  the  Williston  and  Essex  Academy, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  commenced 
his  business  career  as  a  manufacturer  of  butter 
tubs,  and,  this  enterprise  proving  quite  remun- 
erative, he  conducted  it  for  about  ten  years. 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  he  has  been  engaged  in  that  line  of  trade 
for  the  past  sixteen  years,  meeting  with  a  well 
merited  degree  of  success. 

Politically  Mr.  Brown  is  an  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was 
elected,  during  President  Harrison's  administra- 
tion, to  serve  as  postmaster  at  North  Williston. 
He  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Willis- 
ton  in  the  state  legislature  of  1898,  and  he  has 
aJso  held  various  local  offices.  He  is  prominent- 
ly identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  North  Star  Lodge  No.  12,  Waterbury 
Chapter  and  Montpelier  Council.  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage,  September  4,  1879,  to  Miss 
Julia  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Corona,  Michi- 
gan, a  daughter  of  Homer  and  Cholonda  ( Pardy) 
Martin.  Their  three  children  are, — Arthur  E., 
born  December  29,  1883 ;  A.  Carlyle,  born  August 
5.  1884,  and  Charles  M.  Brown,  born  March  17, 
1889.  All  three  are  students  of  Goddard  Sem- 
inary. 

WILLIAM  W.  RIDER. 

The  court  docket  at  Bristol  and  neighbor- 
ing towns  is  often  graced  by  the  above  mentioned 
name,  which  belongs  to  one  of  the  most  popular 
practitioners  of  the  Vermont  bar.  Mr.  Rider  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  community  over  sixty 
years,  has  spent  all  his  adult  age  in  active  busi- 
ness among  its  people,  and  as  a  consequence  has 
an  unusually  extensive  acquaintance  with  all  class- 
es. Besides  his  legal  business,  which  brings  him 
in  touch  with  many,  his  long  incumbency  in  va- 
rious town  offices  has  assisted  to  keep  him  in  the 
public  eye  and  make  him  one  of  the  best  known 
as  he  certainly  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  of 
Bristol's  citizens.  He  has  been  practicing  at  the 
bar  for  thirty-seven  years,  is  much  devoted  to  his 
profession,  and,  whatever  he  has  done  or  left 
undone  during  his  long  familiarity  with  the 
courts,  it  cannot  be  charged  that  he  has  ever 


ceased  to  worship  with  all  the  ardor  of  a  lover, 
what  one  of  the  great  legal  writers  calls  "that 
jealous  mistress,"  the  law. 

Though  himself  Vermont  born  and  bred.  Mr. 
Rider's  family  is  of  Connecticut  origin.  From 
that  hardy  little  coast  state  came  his  grandfather, 
Nathan  Rider,  to  join  the  pioneers  who  settled 
at  Bristol  as  early  as  the  year  1800.  He  was  a 
farmer  of  the  strict  New  England  type  and 
followed  that  noble  calling  until  the  final  sum- 
mons reached  him  in  1846.  Nathan  Rider  mar- 
ried a  Connecticut  girl  named  Irena  Cushman, 
who  shared  his  joys  and  sorrows  with  unweary- 
ing fidelity  and  made  him  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  oi  whom  have  long  since  passed  away, 
and  she  herself  closed  her  earthly  accounts  in 
1848,  when  about  seventy-five  years  old.  The 
family  oi  Nathan  Rider  included  four  daugh- 
ters. Maria  married,  first,  Mr.  l'eet,  and  second, 
Jacob  Daniels,  and  died  in  York,  Iowa  county, 
Iowa.  Clara  became  the  wife  of  John  M.  Ells- 
worth, of  Bristol,  and  died  here.  Irena  married 
Hczekiah  Foster  and  lived  in  Bristol,  New  Ha- 
ven and  Rutland,  dying  in  Lebanon.  New  Hamp- 
shire. Mary  was  the  wife  of  Philemon  Ames,  and 
died  in  Malone,  New  York.  Nathan  Rider,  the 
elder  son.  was  a  farmer  in  Bristol  and  New 
Haven,  nearly  all  his  life,  and  died  in  Brandon, 
Vermont,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

William  ('.  Rider,  who  was  lxirn  at  Bristol, 
engaged  in  farming  and  other  pursuits  and  rose 
to  a  position  of  prominence.  He  owned  a  saw- 
mill and  did  considerable  business  as  a  dealer 
in  lumber,  and  altogether  gained  recognition  as 
one  of  the  enterprising  men  of  his  community. 
He  commanded  a  company  of  militia  in  early  life, 
and  during  the  Civil  war,  and  took  a  zealous  in- 
terest in  enlisting  men  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
Union  in  its  hour  of  need.  He  held  most  of  the 
town  offices,  being  constable,  selectman  and  rep- 
resentative in  the  legislature  for  two  terms,  and 
stood  high  among  his  fellows  when  called  away 
by  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  mar- 
ried Livonia  Barlow,  of  Bristol,  daughter  of 
James  Barlow,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Rut- 
land county,  who  located  first  at  Hubbardton, 
later  went  to  Bristol,  from  there  to  Whiting  and 
eventually  to  Brandon.  James  Barlow  farmed 
at  all  his  stopping  places  during  these  journey- 
ings  and  gained  the  reputation  of  being  a  well 
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tlie  selling  agency  on  the  Pacific  coast  for  the 
New  York  house,  and  it  was  this  idea  which 
Mr.  George  J.  Li  rooks  carried  into  practical  effect 
with  remarkable  success  under  the  style  of  George 
J.  Iirooks  &  Company. 

When  Mr.  Brooks  reached  'Frisco,  the  "city" 
was  a  strange  collection  of  tents  and  all  sorts  of 
make-shifts  for  a  shelter,  the  like  of  which  had 
probably  never  been  seen  before  and  has  never 
been  equaled  since.  Hotels,  stores  and  private 
dwellings  alike  consisted  of  four  polos  planted  in 
the  ground  with  strips  of  cotton  cloth  stretched 
around  them  for  walls,  and  more  cotton  cloth  for 
roofs.  It  was  in  such  a  place  that  Mr.  Brooks  set 
up  his  store,  and  here  he  continued  until  the  build- 
ing which  the  New  York  house  had  shipped,  in 
sections,  around  Cape  Horn,  arrived  and  was  set 
up.  It  was  located  on  Clay  street,  and  in  this 
building  of  eastern  make,  all  the  large  business 
of  the  firm  was  transacted. 

It  would  be  easy  to  fill  columns  with  descrip- 
tions of  the  scenes  and  incidents  of  those  early 
days :  of  the  strange  and  rough,  and  often  lawless, 
conglomeration  of  people  who  made  up  the  in- 
fant city ;  of  the  days  when  Wells,  Fargo  & 
Company's  famous  express  was  the  main  source 
of  supplies :  when  New  York  daily  papers  were 
cheap  at  a  dollar  a  single  copy,  and  when  on 
"steamer  days,"  marking  the  arrival  of  letters 
from  home,  a  line,  often  a  mile  long,  of  men  of 
every  sort  and  condition  in  life,  waited  and  strug- 
gled by  turns  to  get  their  chance  at  the  delivery, 
and  some  times  two  days  elapsed  before  the  last 
was  served,  or  mayhap,  sent  away  disappointed 
and  heartsick  because  no  letter  came. 

The  firm  of  George  J.  Iirooks  &  Company 
grew  steadily  in  strength  and  importance.  It  had 
the  most  abundant  and  reliable  base  of  supply  of 
any  in  the  trade,  and  its  methods  were  those  of 
the  strictest  integrity,  which  commanded  and 
held  the  confidence  of  every  patron.  Mr.  P. rooks 
used  to  relate,  with  a  sly  twinkle  of  satisfaction, 
how  once,  soon  after  he  began  business  in  San 
I'rancisco,  and  when  things  were  in  their  most 
uncertain  and  unsettled  condition,  for  a  full 
month  he  held  in  his  store  every  sheet  of  paper 
that  was  for  sale  on  the  coast.  His  own  stock 
was  scant,  and  newspaper  men  were  put  to  every 
conceivable  shift  to  issue  their  papers  and  keep 
along.    "My  sales  were  small  for  that  month." 


he  said,  in  relating  the  incident,  "they  only 
amounted  to  $10,000,  and  my  profits  were"  only 
$7,000."  With  this  single  exception,  however,  he 
said,  no  money  was  ever  made  for  his  firm  by 
corners  or  booms  or  speculative  methods  of  any 
sort.  Twice,  disastrous  fires  destroyed  the  stores 
a:id  stocks  of  goods  of  other  houses,  which  tem- 
porariiy  enhanced  the  value  of  his  own  stock ;  but 
the  great  success  of  the  firm  was  won,  and  its 
money  made,  by  following  strict,  inflexible, 
everyday  business  methods. 

The  firm  controlled  the  trade  of  the  whole 
Pacific  coast  while  it  remained  in  business,  fixed 
the  prices  of  papers  of  all  grades,  ami  gave 
small  countenance  to  any  concern  which  attempt- 
ed to  break  the  market  or  send  things  "kiting." 
After  two  years  Mr.  Brooks  was  joined  in  busi- 
ness by  his  brother,  Mr.  F.  W.  Brooks,  whose 
death  took  place  a  year  ago  last  February  ( 1885). 
As  the  country  grew,  their  business  increased,  and 
their  papers  were  sold  in  Arizona,  Oregon,  Wash- 
ington territory,  Vancouver  Island  and  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  Their  supplies  were  shipped  from 
New  York  around  Cape  Horn,  and  in  this  way 
it  happened  that  as  a  rule  the  firm  had  stock  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  thousand  to  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  always  afloat.  Twice  after 
the  war  broke  out  they  had  cargoes  of  paper  de- 
stroyed by  rebel  cruisers,  and  once  an  invoice  was 
lost  by  the  wreck  of  the  vessel  just  as  it  was  en- 
tering the  Golden  Gate. 

In  1862  Mr.  Brooks  sold  his  interest  in  the 
concern  to  Mr.  Cabot,  and  permanently  retired 
from  trade,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ample  fortune. 
Paring  these  twelve  years  he  had  seen  the  city 
of  tents  and  shanties  grow  to  one  of  the  first 
commercial  importance,  and  he  was  himself  large- 
ly identified  with  its  solid  business  and  social 
interests.  1  le  was  one  of  the  original  members 
.if  the  I  "nitarian  church  of  San  Francisco,  and 
fr-111  ihc  lirst  his  ample  means  were  used  without 
stint  in  promoting  its  interests.  In  his  hands  was 
finally  placed  the  delicate  and  important  task 
of  c  nveying  in  person  to  T.  Starr  King  the  final 
message  from  San  Francisco  church  which  com- 
pelled his  acceptance  of  the  call  to  its  pastorate, 
,",nd  gave  that  young  man  of  matchless  genius 
his  wonderful  and  brilliant  career  of  usefulness 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  which  not  only  promoted 
and  upbuilt  the  cause  of  religion  in  California, 
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but  saved  the  state  to  the  Union  in  the  stormy 
days  of  '61  and  U2. 

Resides  his  ownership  of  real  estate  in  San 
Francisco,  Mr.  Brooks  was  one  of  the  original 
promoters  of  the  system  of  cable  street  railways, 
which  has  reached  its  greatest  success  in  that 
city.  He  built  the  water  works  at  Santa  Cruz, 
California,  and  had  other  large  interests  in  that 
vicinity.  After  his  release  from  the  exacting 
cares  of  business  in  the  paper  warehouse,  his  at- 
tachment for  the  east  and  the  scenes  of  his  youth 
reasserted  itself,  and  in  due  time  he  established 
his  legal  residence  in  Brattleboro,  and  thereafter, 
saving  a  year  spent  in  Europe,  he  divided  his  time 
between  Brattleboro  and  San  Francisco. 

In  1871-72  he  showed  his  public  spirit  and 
his  interest  in  the  good  name  and  permanent 
welfare  of  Brattleboro  by  erecting  the  Brooks 
House  at  a  cost  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  I  lis  home  in  Brattleboro  has 
ever  since  been  in  the  Brooks  House  in  handsome 
apartments  especially  arranged  and  fitted  up  for 
the  accommodation  of  himself  and  his  sister,  the 
late  Miss  Ellen  Malvina  Brooks. 

A  year  ago  last  October,  Mr.  Brooks  bought 
the  old  Goodhue  homestead  on  Main  street,  and 
about  that  time  he  made  known  to  a  few  intimate 
friends  his  purpose  to  build  upon  a  portion  of  the 
lot  a  building  to  receive  and  permanently  hold  the 
Brattleboro  free  library.  In  due  time  the  scheme 
took  definite  shape,  and  was  made  public,  and  be- 
fore his  departure  for  San  Francisco  for  the  win- 
ter he  had  decided  upon  the  general  plan,  and 
named  his  trustees,  and  left  the  details  to  be 
worked  out  and  all  needed  arrangements  to  be 
made  ready  to  begin  the  work  on  the  building  at 
the  opening  of  the  season  of  1886.  In  order  that 
not  a  day  should  be  lost  he  anticipated  the  time 
of  his  usual  return  from  San  Francisco  by  more 
than  a  month,  and  ever  since  then  his  whole  time 
lias  been  devoted  to  watching  and  furthering  the 
construction  of  the  building,  save  only  the  few 
weeks  as  the  town's  representative  at  Montpelier. 
His  mind  seemed  wholly  absorbed  in  the  work, 
and  nothing  gave  him  half  the  pleasure  or  satis- 
faction as  to  know  that  his  townsmen  appreciated 
the  good  work  of  beneficence  which  he  had  at- 
tempted to  do  for  them  and  for  their  children 
after  them.  W  ithin  two  days  of  his  death  he 
positively  refused  the  appeal  of  a  relative  to  go 


to  New  York  to  attend  a  matter  of  importance 
business,  saying  in  answer  that  he  could  not  leave 
the  library  building,  but  must  stay  to  see  the 
work  pushed  diligently  forward.  The  fact  that 
the  final  development  of  his  plans  called  for  a 
total  sum  of  money  largely  in  excess  of  that  which 
he  at  first  intended  seemed  only  to  increase  his 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  his  proposed  gift. 
His  labor  was  purely  a  labor  of  love,  and  on  every 
lip.  as  his  death  has  been  spoken  of,  has  been  an 
expression  of  keenest  regret  that  he  could  not 
have  been  spared  to  see  his  building  finished,  to 
make  the  gift  to  his  townsmen  by  his  own  hand 
and  word  of  mouth,  and  to  share  in  the  services 
of  dedication  which  arc  so  near  at  hand.  Among 
his  papers  has  been  found  a  partial  draft  of  what 
he  meant  to  say  when  presenting  the  deed  to  the 
town  at  the  dedication  services. 

In  his  personal  character  Mr.  Brooks  was  a 
man  of  absolute  integrity,  of  purity  and  simplicity 
of  thought,  of  rare  singleness  of  purpose,  and  of 
warm  and  generous  impulses.  His  success  in  life 
was  due  to  solid,  substantial  qualites  of  mind, 
which  showed  him  things  in  their  true  perspective, 
refused  to  be  carried  away  by  any  passing  whim, 
and  sought  the  end  in  view  by  methods  of  plain, 
straightforward  directness.  From  his  earliest 
beginning  in  business  he  scorned  the  days  of  those 
who  seek  to  accomplish  their  own  ends  by  in- 
direction or  by  circumventing  and  breaking  down 
the  interests  of  others.  His  handsome  fortune 
was  won  on  principles  and  methods  of  business 
uprightness  and  through  investments  which  com- 
mended themselves  to  his  judgment  because  of 
their  solid  and  permanent  value. — From  Vermont 
Phcenix,  1886. 

"The  George  J.  Brooks  Memorial  Fund." 

Brattleboro,  Feb.  4.  1R87. 
To  B.  D.  Harris,  Joseph  Draper,  James  M.  Ty- 
ler, Julius  J.  Kstey  and  Hoyt  H.  Wheeler, 
Trustees  of  the  Brooks  Library.' 

''Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned,  executors  of 
the  will  of  the  late  George  J.  Brooks,  acting  under 
authority  and  in  behalf  of  his  residuary  legatees, 
propose,  as  soon  as  the  legal  formalities  can  be 
observed,  to  transfer  to  you  and  your  successors, 
in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  building  and 
library,  on  conditions  to  be  then  more  fully  set 
forth,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
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known  as  'The  George  J.  Brooks  Memorial  Fund.' 

''Kindly  advise  us  at  an  early  day  of  your 
willingness  to  accept  this  trust,  and  oblige, 
"Yours  respectively, 
"Norman  F.  Cabot, 
"Francis  Goodhue, 
"Oscar  A.  Marshall, 

"Executors.*' 

WILLIAM  BERN  IS  SHELDON. 

The  profession  of  the  law,  when 
clothed  in  its  true  dignity,  purity  and 
strength,  must  rank  first  among  the 
callings  of  men,  for  law  rules  the  uni- 
verse. The  work  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession is  to  formulate,  to  harmonize, 
to  regulate,  to  adjust,  to  administer 
those  rules  and  principles  that  under- 
lie and  permeate  all  government  and 
society  and  control  the  varied  rela- 
tions of  men.  As  thus  viewed  there 
attaches  to  the  legal  profession  a  no- 
bleness that  cannot  but  be  reflected  in 
the  life  of  the  true  lawyer,  who,  rising 
to  the  responsibilities  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  honest  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
purpose,  embraces  the  richness  of 
learning,  the  firmness  of  integrity  ami 
the  purity  of  morals,  together  with 
the  grace  and  modesty  and  the  general 
amenities  of  life.  Of  such  a  type  Mr. 
Sheldon  is  a  representative. 

W  illiam  B.  Sheldon  was  born  in 
East  Rupert,  Bennington  county, 
June  15.  1842.  His  father,  Aaron  S. 
Sheldon,  was  a  native  of  Fair  Haven. 
Rutland  county,  this  state,  born  April 
7.  while  the  grandfather.  Moses 

Sheldon,  was  born  in  Rupert  in  1784. 
Farther  back  than  this,  however,  the 
ancestry  can  lie  traced  to  the  great- 
grandfather,   another    Moses  Shel- 
don, whose  birth  occurred  in  Suf- 
field  in    1752.   The   last   named   was   a  son 
of  Elijah  Sheldon,  who  was  born  in  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts,  in  1719.   Elijah  Sheldon 
was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Sheldon,  who  was  born  at 
Northampton  in  1687.    Jonathan  was  a  son  of 
Isaac  Sheldon,  and  the  latter  was  the  progenitor 


of  the  family  in  America.  He  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1629,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  who 
located  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  moving  from 
there  to  Northampton  in  1654.  As  the  town  grew, 
he  became  very  active  in  its  affairs,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  shaping  its  early  history.  He  died 
here  in  1708. 

The  hardships  and  privations  which  marked 
the  sturdy  life  of  this  pioneer  family  can  be  more 
fully  appreciated  when  it  is  remembered  that  as 
late  as  1670  there  were  two  thousand  Indians  in 
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WILLIAM  BERNIS  SHELDON 

the  town  of  Windsor  alone,  or  nineteen  Indians 
to  every  while  man.  Years  passed  and  the  colon- 
ists became  dissatisfied  with  the  relations  between 
them  and  the  mother  country.  Heavy  taxes  were 
imposed  and  thev  at  length  resolved  to  throw  off 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown. 
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Elijah  Sheldon,  the  great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  had  served  with  the  British  army 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war  in  1755-59,  ancl  'n 
the  subsequent  Indian  wars  up  to  the  Revolution, 
when  he  again  took  up  arms,  but  this  time  in 
the  cause  of  American  liberty  as  a  member  of 
the  colonial  army.  He  was  in  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  Thaddeus  Cook  and  was  several  times 
wounded.  (See  Hoadley's  Records,  1778  to 
1780).  Whenever  his  health  would  permit,  how- 
ever, he  was  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  loyally 
aided  in  the  work  which  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  republic.  He  had  a  fort  or 
stockade  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Connecticut, 
and  in  one  of  the  attacks  by  the  Indians  the  fort 
was  captured,  and  his  wife  and  daughter  were 
carried  away  to  Canada.  He  never  heard  of  them 
again.  His  connection  with  religious  interests 
and  his  work  as  a  member  of  the  church  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  he  was  known  as  Deacon 
Sheldon. 

Jonathan  and  Elijah  Sheldon  died  at  Suffield. 
Connecticut,  in  1769  and  1785,  respectively,  and 
their  names  are  inscribed  upon  the  Sheldon  monu- 
ment  erected  in  the  cemetery  there  by  Hezekiah 
S.  Sheldon,  the  historian  of  Suffield,  who  traces 
his  ancestry  hack  to  a  common  source  with  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  in  the  person  of  Elijah 
Sheldon. 

Moses  Sheldon,  Sr.,  was  also  one  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution,  serving  through  the  long  war 
of  seven  years.  He  participated  in  many  import- 
ant engagements,  including  the  battle  of  York- 
town,  and  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 
He  was  in  the  campaign  of  the  south,  serving 
under  General  Greene.  When  not  engaged  in 
military  services,  Moses  Sheldon,  Sr.,  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  nearly  one  hundred  years.  He  Hied  at 
East  Rupert,  Vermont,  in  1849.  As  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier  he  was  in  receipt  of  a  pension. 

Moses  Sheldon,  Jr.,  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Fair 
Haven,  Vermont,  where  he  died  November  2t, 
i8j8.  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty-four 
years.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army  for 
a  short  period  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  filled 
the  office  of  constable  for  several  years.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Betsy  Eastman, 


was  born  in  Rupert,  Vermont,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Enoch  Eastman,  who  built  the 
first  log  house  in  the  eastern  part  of  Rupert. 
Captain  Eastman  served  as  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  rangers  at  the  battle  of  Bennington, 
where  the  Green  Mountain  boys  achieved  such 
a  notable  victory;  the  gun  he  used  in  the  battle 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  John  E.  Eastman,  of 
Rutland,  Vermont.  His  daughter  Betsy  was  one 
of  a  family  of  fifteen  children,  all  of  whom  lived 
to  advanced  age.  She  became  the  mother  of  ten 
children  and  died  March  18,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
about  eighty  years.  Her  children  have  also  passed 
away. 

Aaron  S.  Sheldon,  the  father  of  William  Ber- 
nis  Sheldon,  was  reared  in  Fair  Haven  until  eleven 
years  of  age,  when  his  father  died,  after  which  he 
made  his  home  with  his  grandfather  Eastman, 
in  Rupert,  Vermont,  and  later  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  Benjamin 
Warren,  of  Covington,  New  York,  who  married 
his  eldest  sister.  During  his  active  life  he  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit,  and  erected  some  of  the  first 
frame  houses  in  Genesee  and  Wyoming  counties, 
New  York.  He  built  the  Equinox  House  in  Man- 
chester, and  many  other  houses  in  southern  Ver- 
mont. He  was  a  passenger  on  the  first  railroad 
train  that  ran  between  Schenectady  and  Albany. 
Finally  locating  in  East  Rupert  in  1840  he  erected 
the  Eastman  House,  which  is  now  standing.  In 
1845  he  removed  to  Manchester  Center,  then 
Factory  Point,  and  five  years  later  took  up  his 
alxxle  in  Dorset,  while  in  1857  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Manchester,  having  removed  there  to  edu- 
cate his  children.  In  i860,  however,  he  returned 
to  Dorset,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  30.  1881.  He  married  Han- 
nahettc  B.  Kent,  who  was  born  in  Hannibal. 
New  York,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Trumbull 
Kent,  a  native  of  Dorset,  and  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  early  families  of  Rennington  county, 
Vermont,  and  also  prominent  in  the  early  history 
of  Suffield.  Connecticut.  In  connection  with  farm- 
ing. Mr.  Kent  also  engaged  in  preaching  the  gos- 
pel, and  after  a  long,  useful  and  honorable  career 
he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years; 
his  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Laura  War- 
ner, and  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Vermont,  and  by 
her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, but  all  have  passed  away,  and  she  died  when 
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Mrs.  Sheldon  was  but  two  vears  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sheldon  had  three  children:  William  B.; 
Mary  Amelia,  now  deceased ;  and  John  H.  Shel- 
don, who  is  engaged  in  business  in  connection 
with  the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  Dorset.  The  mother,  surviving  her  hus- 
band, passed  away  October  9,  1885,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years,  both  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  church. 

William  B.  Sheldon  spent  his  early  childhood 
in  Rupert,  in  Manchester,  and  in  Dorset,  and  thus 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  passed  by.  He  attended 
common  and  private  schools,  and  later  continued 
his  studies  in  Burr  and  Burton  Seminary,  at 
Manchester,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated on  the  nth  of  June,  1859.  The  ncxt  day 
he  went  to  work  with  his  father  at  his  trade,  earn- 
ing the  first  dollar  which  ever  came  to  him  in 
compensation  for  his  own  labor.  He  was  very 
proud  of  it,  and  it  meant  more  to  him  than 
man\-  a  larger  fee  which  he  has  earned 
at  a  later  day.  He  had  completed  a  three 
years'  course  of  study  in  two  years  while 
in  the  seminary,  and  when  he  left  school  he 
continued  to  work  for  his  father  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  and  upon  the  farm  until  1870; 
his  younger  brother  now  being  old  enough  to  take 
his  place  at  home,  he  was  free  to  follow  his 
chosen  pursuit,  and  lie  took  up  the  study  of  law 
under  the  direction  A.  L.  Miner,  and  later  con- 
tinued his  reading  with  Burton  &  Munson,  the 
latter  member  of  which  firm  is  now  a  judge  on 
the  supreme  bench  of  Vermont.  He  began  prac- 
tice in  North  Bennington  m  July,  1872,  where  he 
remained  until  1878,  when  he  opened  an  office 
in  Bennington,  where  he  has  since  remained  and 
is  now  the  third  oldest  practitioner  in  the  county 
in  years  of  continued  active  connection  with  the 
bar.  He  is  a  distant  relative  of  both  Chancellor 
Kent  and  Daniel  Webster,  two  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished jurists  this  country  has  ever  produced. 
Immediately  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
wherein  he  was  destined  to  rise  to  an  honorable 
and  prominent  position.  The  young  lawyer  in 
his  contests  with  older  and  experienced  men, 
whose  reputation  and  patronage  were  already 
assured,  found  it  a  hard  school,  but  it  afforded 
excellent  training,  and  as  he  measured  his  strength 
with  the  best,  his  mind  developed,  his  intellectual 


powers  were  quickened  and  strengthened,  snd  he 
acquired  a  readiness  in  action,  a  fertility  of  re- 
source and  a  courage  under  stress  that  have  been 
essential  factors  in  his  successful  career. 

In  October,  1878,  William  B.  Sheldon  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  A.  Simmons,  who 
was  born  in  Bennington,  and  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter,  Mary  A.,  who  died  in  November,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  four  years.  Mrs.  Sheldon  was  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  Simmons,  a  tinsmith, 
who  made  his  home  in  Bennington  for  many 
years,  and  died  in  North  Bennington;  he  wedded 
Abigail  P.  Wills,  and  of  their  ten  children  Ho- 
ratio Clayton  is  now  the  only  one  living.  Mrs. 
Sheldon  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Sheldon  married  Maria 
Hollcy,  who  was  born  in  Dorset,  Vermont,  in 
1847,  a  daughter  of  Justus  and  Eliza  (Wood- 
ward) Holley.  Her  father  was  a  successful  far- 
mer, and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  The  mother 
was  a  native  of  Benson,  and  by  her  marriage  had 
four  children,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bacon,  Angeline  M., 
Maria  (Mrs.  W.  B.  Sheldon),  and  William  J., 
a  resident  of  Dorset. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Sheldon  has  al- 
ways been  a  Republican,  and  in  1876  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  state's  attorney,  in  which  position 
he  served  two  years.  He  was  also  register  of  the 
probate  court  from  1874  to  1876.  A  special  act 
of  the  legislature  was  passed  empowering  him 
to  make  up  the  probate  records  of  the  district,  for 
the  sixteen  years  previous  to  his  term  of  service, 
which  he  did.  In  1872  he  was  appointed  master 
in  chancery  and  has  since  occupied  the  position. 
He  has  been  a  law  agent  of  the  town,  and  trus- 
tee of  the  village,  and  for  two  terms  served  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  auditors  of  the  town. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  is  now  a  trustee 
in  the  Congregational  church,  in  which  both  he 
and  his  wife  hold  membership. 

ANNIE  C.  PARK. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  New  England,  Miss  Annie  C.  Park  traces  her 
ancestry  back  to  the  Richard  Park  and  his  wife 
Majory,  who  came  from  England  in  1636  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 
Richard  Park  was,  with  others,  chosen  to  lay  out 
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the  highways  of  the  town  and  was  active  in 
many  lines  which  led  to  the  development  and  up- 
building of  the  new  settlement.  In  the  church, 
tco,  he  was  an  earnest  worker  and  held  the  office 
of  deacon.  He  had  one  son,  Thomas  Park,  who 
married  Abigal  Dix,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
son,  Edward,  who  wedded  Martha  Fisk.  Nathan 
Park,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Martha  Park,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Brown,  and  among 
their  children  was  William  Park,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Northbridge,  Massachusetts,  Novem- 
ber 22,  1749,  and  who  married  Sarah  Potter,  a 
daughter  of  Edmond  and  Sarah  (Reics)  Potter, 
of  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  the  wedding  taking 
place  October  13,  1780.  Sarah  Potter  was  born 
March  15,  1762,  and  died  April  17,  1836,  while 
William  Park  attained  the  advanced  age  of  nine- 
ty-one years,  passing  away  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1840.  His  son,  William  Park,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Northbridge,  Massachusetts,  January  15,  1782, 
and  on  the  21st  of  December,  1808,  was  married 
to  Betsey  Taft,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Taft. 
Sophia  Park,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Potter)  Park,  was  born  at  Northbridge,  April 
25>  1783.  and  became  the  wife  of  David  Lyman, 
Jr.,  a  son  of  David  Lyman,  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, this  wedding  taking  place  May  1,  1803. 
Her  husband,  Mr.  Lyman,  died  March  15,  181 1, 
at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred on  the  3rd  of  September,  1781.  Betsey 
Potter  Park,  also  a  daughter  of  William  Park, 
Sr.,  was  born  at  Northbridge,  July  20,  1786,  and 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1S05,  became  the  wife  of 
John  WiUon,  of  Bennington.  Luther  Park,  an- 
other member  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Chester- 
held,  New  Hampshire,  March  4,  1789,  and  be- 
came the  father  of  the  lady  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review.  Sallic  Park,  another  member 
of  the  family,  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  New 
Hampshire.  April  30.  i"<>i.  and  became  the  wife 
of  Galen  Cutter,  DecemWr  30,  1813,  and  died 
August  31,  1824. 

William  Park,  the  grandfather  of  Miss  Annie 
C.  Park,  was  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary wnr,  and  aided  in  guarding  the  lines  in 
Roxbury.  near  Boston,  in  1775.  He  was  also 
one  of  thirty-two  appointed  to  guard  the  fort  at 
Biard's  Hili,  New  York.  He  served  through- 
out the  war  for  independence,  first  holding  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  and  afterward  was  appointed 


quartermaster  of  his  regiment  by  Colonel  Ezra 
Wood,  in  May,  1778.  His  honesty  was  prover- 
bial, and  he  bore  strong  resemblance  to  the  father 
of  his  country  in  this  respect.  He  liked  fre- 
quently to  change  his  place  of  residence;  in  1755 
he  lived  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  in  1784 
in  Northbridge;  in  1786  in  Winchester;  in  1787 
in  Chesterfield;  in  1795  in  Woodford;  in  1803 
in  Bennington ;  and  in  1808  returned  to  Wood- 
ford, where  his  last  days  were  passed.  He  was 
among  the  early  settlers  there  and  was  a  highly 
esteemed  and  honored  citizen.  His  career,  ex- 
tending over  a  long  period,  was  ever  worthy  of 
high  regard.  He  was  temperate  in  all  tilings, 
and  was  never  known  to  speak  a  lie  or  convey  a 
false  impression  in  any  way.  He  died  March  5, 
1840,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Luther  Park,  his  son,  and  the  father  of  Annie 
C.  Park,  was  also  a  very  prominent  and  influential 
man.  He  married  Miss  Cynthia  Pratt  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1816,  and  in  their  family  were 
nine  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  A.  B.  Valentine,  of  Bennington; 
Sophia  and  Annie,  who  are  living  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Bennington;  Mrs.  Cummings,  who 
is  now  traveling  in  the  south.  One  son  of  this 
family,  William  Trenor  Park,  was  a  member  of 
the  celebrated  firm  of  Billings  &  Park,  railroad 
magnates.  He  was  also  associated  with  General 
Baxter  in  the  ownership  and  operation  of  the 
famous  Emma  mines,  but  died  while  enroute 
to  Panama  in  1882,  leaving  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Trenor  L.,  Mrs.  J.  G.  McCullough  and  Mrs. 
Fred  B.  Jennings.  Another  brother,  Austin 
Luther  Park,  died  a  few  years  ago  in  California. 
The  father  was  a  resident  of  Bennington  during 
the  last  years  of  his  life,  passing  away  in  1871. 

Miss  Annie  C.  Park  was  for  a  number  of 
years  successfully  engaged  in  teaching,  and  a>  a 
representative  of  that  profession  gainer  I  ;<  wide 
acquaintance  and  high  reputation  in  main  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  She  taught,  not  «  -oh  in 
New  England,  but  in  New  Orleans  and  in  »  ali- 
forria.  and  was  the  first  lady  teacher  in  the  high 
schools  of  San  Francisco.  She  took  up  the  »tudy 
of  German,  Greek,  French.  Spanish  and  Italian, 
and  is  a  lady  of  superior  knowledge,  intelligence 
and  refinement.  She  posMssc-s  a  very  eviensive 
library  and  also  a  fine  collection  of  curios,  which 
she  lias  obtained  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  for 
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she  has  traveled  extensively.  She  spent  one  year 
in  Honolulu  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  has 
also  visited  Rome  and  other  sections  of  Europe ; 
Galilee,  Jerusalem  and  India.  In  addition  to  her 
home  in  Bennington,  she  has  a  beautiful  summer 
residence  in  Woodford,  Vermont,  where  each  year 
she  spends  several  months. 

EZRA  E.  FISHER. 

Ezra  E.  Fisher,  a  well-known  and  much  re- 
spected citizen  of  Brattleboro,  is  a  native  of 
Brattleboro,  where  he  was  born  December  29, 
1838,  a  son  of  Asa  and  Mary  (Defactor)  Fisher. 
His  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Fisher,  was  a  son  of 
Ebcnezer  Fisher,  who  migrated  from  Dedham, 
Massachusetts,  to  Brattleboro,  being  one  of  the 
original  thirteen  proprietors  of  the  town.  Set- 
tling east  of  the  site  of  the  present  cemetery,  on 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  Chandler  Brown,  he 
took  up  a  large  tract  of  land,  part  of  which  is 
now  included  in  the  Retreat  property,  and  he 
was  there  prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  brick  making  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  long  life,  dying  at  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  His  son  Ebenezer  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  for 
several  years  was  active  in  the  Vermont  militia, 
belonging  to  the  Flood  Wood  Guard.  Of  his 
union  with  Mary  Fisher  the  following  named 
children  were  born :  Asa ;  Elias  Wilder,  who 
married  Electa  Weatherhead  ;  Ira;  Orin ;  Sybil, 
who  married  Ezra  Shepherd ;  Elsie,  who  married 
Silas  Gleason;  Russell  and  Roswell,  twins  ;  Kath- 
crine ;  Charles ;  and  two  that  died  in  infancy. 

Asa  Fisher  was  born  in  1800,  on  the  Asylum 
farm,  in  Brattleboro,  and  there  spent  many  years, 
succeeding  his  father  as  farmer  and  brick  man- 
ufacturer. Me  subsequently  lived  three  years  in 
Brookline,  Vermont,  goitig  from  there  to  Town- 
shew),  where  he  resided  six  years,  then  returned 
to  his  native  town  and  died  at  West  Brattle- 
boro in  1880.  He  was  a  staunch  Kepublican  in 
politics,  served  as  highway  surveyor  for  a  num- 
ber of  terms,  was  for  several  years  a  mcml>er  of 
the  Vermont  militia,  and  belonged  to  the  Baptist 
church.  He  married  Mary  Streeter,  by  whom 
he  had  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Joseph  E, 
married  Laura  Moore;  Willard  was  thrice  mar- 
ried: Henry  married  Abby  Russell:  John  died 


at  the  age  of  twency-two  years ;  George  married 
Lucinda  Wood;  Ilattie  married  Franklin  Stowe; 
William  H.,  who  married  Sarah  Cole,  served 
in  the  First  Vermont  Cavalry  during  the  Civil 
war;  Ezra  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Roscoe, 
who  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  was  a  prisoner  for  sixteen  months  at  Ander- 
sonville  prison,  married  Laura  Stanton ;  Oscar, 
who  married  Abby  Farr,  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Sixteenth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry  during 
the  Civil  war;  Eugene,  who  enlisted  when  a  lad 
of  sixteen  years  in  the  Seventeenth  Vermont  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  but  was  not  permitted  to  serve, 
married  Edna  Roundtree;  and  Mary,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Alden  C.  Loomis. 

Ezra  E.  Fisher  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Brattleboro,  and  early  learned  the 
wheelwright's,  cabinet-maker's  and  machinist's 
trades,  becoming  proficient  in  all  and  pursuing 
them  most  successfully  until  his  retirement  from 
active  business.  He,  like  three  of  his  brothers, 
had  an  honorable  war  record.  In  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  for  nine  months  in  Company  B,  Six- 
teenth Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  same 
company  with  his  brother  Oscar,  being  under 
command  of  Colonel  Veasey.  Going  with  his 
comrades  to  Washington,  he  was  first  in  camp 
on  Arlington  Heights,  then  detailed  for  guard 
duty  along  the  various  railway  lines,  later  joining 
the  First  Army  Corps,  under  General  Reynolds, 
then  transferred  to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  un- 
der General  Doubleday.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  tree  days'  fight  at  Gettysburg,  supporting 
Pickett's  Battery  and  occupying  a  position  at  the 
famous  "bloody  angle."  He  likewise  participated 
in  various  other  engagements  of  minor  import- 
ance, at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment 
being  mustered  out  of  service.  On  returning  to 
his  home  Mr.  Fisher  resumed  work  at  the  wheel- 
wright's trade,  which  he  followed  with  good  suc- 
cess, lioth  from  a  mechanical  and  financial  point 
of  view  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  a  member  of  Sedgwick  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  memorial  committee.  He  is 
president  of  the  Meeting  House  Hill  Cemetery 
Association,  antl  took  an  active  interest  in  ascer- 
taining definitely  the  site  of  the  first  meeting 
house  built  in  southern  Vermont,  erected  in  i~68, 
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and  in  having  the  site  marked  by  a  granite  block, 
which  is  thus  described  by  Rev.  Lewis  Grout  in 
his  work  entitled  "The  Olden  Times  of  Brattlc- 
boro :'' 

"This  monument,  the  base  of  which  con- 
sists of  native  granite,  and  the  die  of  millstone 
granite  from  Connecticut,  is  about  four  foot  high 
by  two  and  one-half  feet  wide,  bearing  this  in- 
scription :  "The  first  meeting  house  in  Brattlc- 
boro  was  built  here  in  1768.'  On  the  right-hand 
corner,  near  the  base,  are  the  initials,  E.  E.  F.,' 
which  arc  understood  to  stand  for  Ezra  E.  Fish- 
er, to  whom  all  are  greatly  indebted  for  this  work 
and  for  other  additions  and  imi>ortant  improve- 
ments in  this  now  memorable  and  sacred 
ground." 

On  December  25,  1875,  Mr.  Fisher  married 
Frances  O.  Stedman,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
John  H.  Stedman,  of  whom  a  brief  sketch  may 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  biographical  work. 
Six  children  have  blessed  their  union,  namely: 
Florence  M.,  Wilfred,  Kathcrinc  F.,  Leslie  }., 
Carroll  E.  and  Roy  E. 

JOSEPH  A.  De  BOER. 

Joseph  A  rend  Dc  Boer  was  born  June  17, 
1861,  in  the  village  of  Warffum,  Provincic 
Groningcn,  Holland.  His  father.  Jan  Arcnd  De 
Boer,  died  when  the  bov  was  four  years  old. 
His  mother,  Anjc  Peters  (Kuipcr)  De  Boer, 
brought  her  son  to  America  in  1868,  when  he 
was  seven  years  old.  They  lived  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.  At  about  the  age  of  nine,  he  began  to  go 
to  school.  He  graduated  from  Grammar  School 
No.  14  in  1876,  from  the  Albany  High  School 
in  1880.  and  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1884. 
His  post-graduate  work  has  been  as  follows: 
Master  in  (he  Holderness  School  for  Boys,  1885; 
principal  of  the  Moutpelier  public  schools.  1886- 
1880;  actuary.  National  Lite  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 1 889-1001;  secretary  (idem),  1897:  sec- 
ond vice-president  (idem).  1900;  vice-president 
(idem),  1901  ;  president  (idem)  1902.  He  has 
done  some  writing,  mainly  on  subjects  relating 
to  life  insurance.  He  was  a  state  senator  from 
Washington  county  in  1900.  He  was  married 
December  22,  1885,  to  Miss  Augusta  Charles 
Fcathcrlv,  of  Albanv.  N.  Y.  Their  children  are 
Ethel   Arcnd    (1886),  Minnie  Arcnd  (1888), 


Bertha  Arcnd  (1891),  Paul  Kniper  (1897),  and 
Elizabeth  Arcnd  (1902).  all  living  on  August  1, 
1903. 

JUDGE  ERWIN  AMOS  HASSELTINE. 

This  gentleman,  at  present  occupying  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  judge  of  the  probate  court 
for  the  district  of  New  Haven,  has  for  many 
years  been  a  prominent  figure  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  his  community.  His  occupa- 
tions have  been  varied  and  such  as  to  bring  him 
in  contact  with  many  people,  from  which  resulted 
not  only  a  wide  acquaintance  but  a  familiarity 
with  practical  afiairs,  of  value  both  to  himself 
and  the  people.  He  has  been  especially  conspicu- 
ous in  educational  matters,  his  efforts  to  advance 
this  great  cause  lieing  many  and  long  continued, 
including  work  as  a  teacher  and  superintendent 
of  schools  and  to  obtain  a  free  library  for  his 
town.  As  a  business  man  his  good  judgment  and 
knowledge  of  values  have  commended  him  as  a 
valuable  agent  in  untangling  and  settling  estates, 
work  which  has  been  continued  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity since  his  occupancy  of  the  probate  bench. 
Altogether  there  have  been  few  busier  or  more 
useful  men  in  the  town  of  Bristol  and  Vergenncs 
than  the  urbane  and  efficient  j  udicial  officer  whose 
life  it  is  here  the  intention  to  briefly  outline. 

Judge  Hasseltine's  family  may  be  pronounced 
strictly  "Vermontese,"  as  for  many  generations 
back  they  have  been  natives  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state.  This  includes  his  great-grandfather 
Elom,  his  son  Levi  and  the  latter's  son,  Amos 
Hasscltine.  Levi  Hasseltine  was  born  at  More- 
town,  but  was  brought  in  childhood  to  Bristol, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer,  was 
for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church, 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  the  home  of  his 
grandson.  He  married  Rachel  Eddy,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  children,  but  of  these  the  only  ones 
living  are  Mrs.  Sophia  Brooks,  of  Cincinnati; 
and  Olive,  wife  of  Stephen  Peckham,  a  farmer  of 
Bristol.  Their  son  Amos  was  bom  in  Starks- 
boro,  but  after  receiving  his  education  settled 
down  to  fanning  in  Bristol,  and  passed  all  the 
years  of  his  life  in  that  town  and  in  that  occu- 
pation. He  met  with  unusual  success,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  August  12, 
1890.  in  bis  seventy-ninth  year,  he  owned  two- 
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hundred  acres  of  land  and  much  personal  prop- 
erty. He  was  a  lister  and  for  many  years  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  selectmen.  Amos  Hassel- 
tine married  Lncinda,  daughter  of  John  Brooks, 
whose  father,  Samuel  Brooks,  came  from  Con- 
necticut as  a  pioneer  of  Bristol.  The  latter  mar- 
ried Lavina  Hawkins,  of  Connecticut,  by  whom 
he  had  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom,  as  also  the 
parents,  have  long  since  passed  away.  Amos 
and  Lncinda  (Brooks)  Hasscltine  had  but  one 
child,  who  is  now  the  prominent  citizen  of  Bris- 
tol whose  career  constitutes  the  subject  matter 
of  this  biography. 

Erwin  A.  Hasseltine,  only  son  of  his  parents, 
was  born  in  Bristol,  Vermont,  April  30,  1838, 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools, 
the  Bristol  Academy  and  the  college  at  Middle- 
bury.  After  finishing  his  college  course,  in  1862, 
he  taught  school  a  while  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  but  abandoned  this  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  distant  state  of  Kansas.  Arriving  at  Law- 
rence during  the  somewhat  turbulent  times  inci- 
dent to  the  Civil  war,  he  obtained  employment 
there  as  a  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  which  positions 
afforded  occupation  for  three  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  returned  to  his  native  state. 
This  was  in  1865,  and  the  twelve  subsequent 
years  were  devoted  to  teaching,  followed  by 
eleven  years  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  old 
Brooks  homestead.  In  1888  he  was  elected  su- 
pervisor of  the  schools  of  Addison  county,  and 
this  responsibility  kept  him  busy  two  years  look- 
ing after  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  separate  edu- 
cational establishments  placed  under  his  super- 
vision. After  retiring  from  this  office  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  and  resumed  operations, 
which  continued  until  his  election  in  1900  as 
judge  of  the  probate  court.  As  he  had  had  con- 
siderable previous  experience  in  settling  estates, 
he  came  to  his  new  office  with  an  especially  val- 
uable equipment  in  the  way  of  knowledge  of  the 
general  subject  and  mastery  of  the  technical  de- 
tails inseparable  from  this  department  of  the  law. 
Since  taking  charge,  therefore,  over  three  years 
ago,  Judge  Hasseltine  has  administered  his  trust 
with  a  skill  and  efficiency  that  have  amply  con- 
vinced the  constituency  that  they  made  no  mis- 
take in  choosing  him. 

In  1863,  Judge  Hasseltine  married  Helen 
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Partch,  of  Bristol,  by  whom  he  had  one  son, 
George  L.,  now  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  Law 
School,  who  is  occupying  a  desk  in  the  office  of 
hii  father.  George  L.  Hasseltine  married  Louise 
Palmer,  of  Monkton,  and  they  have  a  daughter 
named  Helen.  His  first  wife  having  died  in  1872, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  Judge  Hassel- 
tine contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance 
with  Miss  Jennie,  a  daughter  of  San  ford  B. 
Sharles,  of  Berkshire,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons : 
Howard  S.,  a  machinist;  and  Herman  H..  a  stu- 
dent at  the  Baltimore  Medical  College.  The 
mother  died  in  1889,  »nd  Judge  Hasseltine  took 
a  third  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Lottie  Shel- 
don, of  Bristol. 

In  addition  to  the  more  important  places 
heretofore  mentioned,  the  Judge  has  held  vari- 
ous town  offices  such  as  lister,  selectman  and  au- 
ditor. In  1884,  while  representing  the  town  in 
the  legislature,  he  performed  a  very  valuable 
service  to  the  community,  along  the  lines  of  his 
life-long  friendship  for  education.  Being  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  committee  on  libraries, 
he  introduced  and  warmly  advocated  a  bill  for 
the  free  library  at  Bristol,  which  has  since  been 
erected  and  proved^  an  honor  to  the  town. 

.Notwithstanding  business  cares,  the  Judge 
manages  to  find  time  for  the  social  and  fraternal 
side  of  life.  He  is  especially  enthusiastic  in 
Masonry,  being  past  master  of  the  blue  lodge 
and  an  ex-occupant  of  all  the  chairs.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  chapter,  council  and  com- 
mandery,  has  reached  high  degrees  in  Odd  Fel- 
lowship and  belongs  to  Bristol  lodge  and  en- 
campment of  that  order.  Judge  Hasseltine's 
religious  development  has  not  lacked  for  cultiva- 
tion during  all  these  years,  and  as  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  church,  active  worker  in  the  Sun- 
day-school and  its  superintendent  for  a  long 
time,  he  has  exercised  a  good  influence  on  the 
moral  growth  of  the  community. 

CARLTON  WTLLARU  READ. 

When  a  man  passes  away  we  look  back  over 
the  life  ended  and  note  its  usefulness — its  points 
worthy  of  emulation  and  perpetuation.  What 
Carlton  W.  Read  did  for  his  fellow  men  might 
in  a  manner  be  told  in  words,  but  his  far-reach- 
ing influence  cannot  be  measured.    He  was  in 
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touch  with  the  people,  and  from  a  sincere  and 
deep-felt  interest  in  their  welfare  laI>ored  for 
all  that  would  prove  of  public  benefit  until  the 
busy  and  useful  life  was  ended. 

Mr.  Read  was  a  native  son  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  his  birth  occurring  in  Cliar- 
lotte,  on  the  jist  of  October.  1834,  and  he  was 
descended  from  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families 
of  that  part  01"  the  state.  His  paternal  grand- 
father. Michael  Read,  was  born  in  1769,  and  in  a 
very  early  day  took  up  his  alxxle  in  Charlotte, 
Vermont,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  one 
of  whom.  1  Mm  Read,  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  he.  too,  claimed  the  town  of  Charlotte 
as  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  became  a  promi- 
nent factor  in  business  circles  and  was  well  known 
as  a  farmer  ami  speculator,  following  those  oc- 
cupations until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Juliana  Powell,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  three  children. 

Carlton  W.  Read  was  reared  in  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  there  also  receiving  his  educational  train- 
ing. When  the  time  came  for  him  to  inaugurate 
independent  action,  he  embarked  in  farming  and 
shecp-raism^.  continuing  those  occupations  on 
the  old  home  farm  until  1857,  when  he  came  to 
Addison  and  purchased  two  hundred  acres  ot  the 
present  homcsicad.  to  which  he  subsequently  added 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  thus  making 
his  landed  possessions  to  consist  of  rive  hundred 
ami  fifty  acres.  On  this  large  domain  he  en- 
gaged in  genera!  farming  on  an  extensive  scale, 
and  also  bought  and  sold  wool.  The  Read  farm 
is  -me  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  this 
section,  heiiiy  adorned  with  a  commodious  and 
pleasant  resilience,  which  was  remodeled  by  Mr. 
Read,  and  he  also  erected  large  barns  and  out- 
buildings, making  this  one  of  the  valuable  farm- 
ing properties  of  Addison  county.  In  addition 
to  Ins  agricultural  labors,  he  was  also  for  many 
years  interested  in  a  citeese  factory  and  was  a 
director  and  tor  a  time  president  of  the  Farmers 
Rank  of  Vergcnncs.  He  held  a  high  position 
in  business  envies  in  the  community  tor  many 
years,  and  his  activity  in  that  direction  justly 
entitled  him  be  numbered  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Addison  county,  for  it  is  those  who 
promote  commercial  and  industrial  activity  that 


are  the  real  builders  of  a  state.  The  Republican 
party  received  his  active  support  and  co-operation, 
and  for  twelve  years  he  held  the  office  of  treasurer 
of  Addison,  while  for  one  term  he  represented 
his  county  in  the  state  senate. 

As  a  companion  on  the  journey  of  life  Mr. 
Read  chose  Vienna  Millard  Clark,  a  native  of 
Charlotte,  Vermont.  Her  father,  Homer  Clark, 
claimed  Massachusetts  as  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, but  he  became  an  early  settler  of  Charlotte, 
and  in  that  town  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  By  his  wife, 
who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Alvira  Baldwin,  he 
became  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
the  following  still  survive:  Caroline,  widow  of 
Edgar  Powell,  of  Charlotte;  Vienna  M.,  pre- 
viously mentioned ;  Hattic,  wife  of  Frederick  Ly- 
man, of  Hinesburg,  Vermont;  Martha,  Mrs. 
George  A.  Foote,  of  Charlotte,  this  state :  George, 
also  a  resident  of  that  place;  Jane,  wife  of  Lewis 
Prindle.  of  Charlton,  Massachusetts:  Amos  Jay, 
also  in  Hinesburg ;  and  Brayton,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Charlotte.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Two  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  Read  and 
wife,  but  one,  Edna  J.,  is  now  deceased.  The 
surviving  daughter,  Carlotta  C,  married  Lee 
P.  Tracy,  a  merchant  of  Addison,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Carlotta  May.  Mr.  Read  was  a  man- 
lier of  the  Addison  County  Agricultural  Society, 
in  which  he  look  a  very  active  interest,  and  his 
religious  preference  was  indicated  by  the  creed  of 
the  Baptist  church,  to  which  he  was  a  liberal  con- 
tributor. He  passed  away  in  death  at  his  home 
in  Addison,  on  the  14th  of  April.  1898,  but  in 
the  hearts  of  his  friends  are  enshrined  many 
pleasant  memories  of  him,  and  his  influence  for 
good  remains  with  those  who  knew  him. 

HFNRY  CRAWFORD. 

Henry  Crawford,  living  in  Putney  on  the  an- 
cestral homestead,  which  has  been  in  the  Craw- 
ford family  for  more  than  a  century,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  sloekmen  and  horse  breeders  of 
Windham  county.  He  was  liorn  in  the  house 
which  he  now  occupies,  Januarv  u,  1844.  a  son 
of  Mark  Crawford,  lie  comes  of  distinguished 
Scotch  ancestry,  the  lineage  of  the  Crawford  fam- 
ily being  traced  back  by  George  Crawford,  the 
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genealogist,  to  Reginald,  the  youngest  son  of 
Alan,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Richmond,  who  was  a 
great-grandson  of  Golfindus,  Duke  of  Britany. 
Ardlock,  or  Crawfordland.  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland, 
was  the  castellated  seat  of  the  great  house  of 
Crawford,  which  for  centuries  played  a  prominent 
part  in  Scottish  history.  The  mother  of  Sir  Will- 
iam Wallace  was  a  Crawford. 

The  ancestors  of  James  Crawford,  the  immi- 
grant ancestor,  removed  from  Scotland  to  Castle 
Dawson,  Londonderry,  Ireland,  emigrating  from 
there  to  America,  in  1739.  being  accompanied  by 
his  brother  John.  John  Crawford  brought  with 
him  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  and  a  son 
Hugh,  the  latter  of  whom  married  Margaret 
Campbell,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  one  of 
whom,  John,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  James  Crawford,  the  immigrant,  settled 
first  in  Newton,  Massachusetts,  then  removed  to 
Union,  Connecticut,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Campbell,  a  Scotch 
lassie,  who  bore  him  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Margaret  ;  Robert,  who  settled  in  Westminster, 
Vermont,  married  Lydia  Pierce,  by  whom  he  had 
four  children.  Jason,  Stephen,  Deborah  and  Hul- 
dah  ;  James,  Jr..  the  next  in  line  of  descent ;  John  ; 
William  ;  Hugh  :  and  Jane. 

James  Crawford,  Jr..  through  whom  the  line 
was  continued,  was  born  September  13,  1733.  at 
Union,  Connecticut,  where  he  spent  his  earlier 
years.  Coming  to  Vermont  in  1769,  he  settled 
first  at  East  W  estminster,  then  removed  to  West- 
minster, where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1790.  when  he  disused  of  his  farm, 
and  settled  permanently  in  Putney,  Vermont. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  participating 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  afterwards  be- 
ing with  Washington's  army  in  Cambridge. 
Massachusetts.  He  married.  September  8.  1755. 
Grace  Carpate,  daughter  of  Uriel  Carpate.  of 
Ash  ford.  Connecticut,  and  a  lineal  descendant 
of  William  Carpate.  who  was  one  of  the  earlier 
settlers  of  New  England,  coming  to  this  country 
in  163R.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
namely:  Chester,  born  in  1757;  Prancis.  1>orn 
April  30.  1700;  one  born  July  20,  1762;  Thc- 
ophilns.  grandfather  of  Henry ;  Sarah,  horn  April 
2.  1768:  Lydia;  and  Elizabeth. 

Theophilus  Crawford,  the  next  in  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  April  25.  1704,  at  Union,  Connec- 


ticut, and  died  on  the  Crawford  homestead  in 
Putney,  Vermont,  in  1851.  Coming  to  Putney 
while  in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  he 
settled  on  the  land  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  grandson  Henry,  having  a  farm  of  five  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  operated  with  great  success, 
by  his  industry,  good  management  and  thrift  ac- 
cumulating a  fine  property,  being  at  the  time  of 
his  death  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  southern 
Vermont.  He  was  a  man  of  honest  integrity, 
upright  in  all  of  his  dealings,  and  exerted  much 
influence  in  business  and  political  circle;}.  He 
represented  his  town  in  the  state  legislature  three 
years ;  was  a  member  of  the  executive  council ; 
was  high  sheriff  in  1822;  and  was  a  delegate  to 
the  constitutional  convention.  He  also  filled 
numerous  local  offices,  and  was  captain  of  mili- 
tia. He  married  Annis  Johnson,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Johnson,  who  was  also  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, and  they  reared  ten  children,  as  follows: 
David,  born  August  6,  1789,  married  Nancy 
Campbell,  and  died  March  1,  1871 ;  Sallic,  born 
June  6,  1791,  married  Abel  Carter,  of  Montpelier ; 
Henry,  born  September  22,  1793.  died  March  24, 
1835;  Grace,  born  December  9,  1795.  <nt'd  Octo- 
ber 7,  1849;  James,  born  March  6.  1798,  died  No- 
vember 2.  1846;  Mark,  the  father  of  Henry; 
Panny,  horn  in  1803,  died  September  26,  1871 ; 
Lydia,  born  in  1805,  died  August  25.  1827;  The- 
ophilus, born  April  28,  1807,  died  December  12, 
1877:  and  Annis.  horn  Pebruary  11,  1810,  died 
Pebruary  17,  188X. 

Mark  Crawford  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead  in  Putney,  f  Ictoln-r  20.  1800.  and  there 
spent  his  entire  lite,  dying  May  10.  l86t.  Con- 
tinuing in  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared, 
he  was  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  and  profitable  business  as  a 
breeder  of  Durham  cattle  anil  Merino  sheep. 
Pver  evincing  a  keen  interest  in  advancing  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  town,  he  was  frequently 
elected  to  offices  of  trust,  serving  as  selectman, 
and  representing  Putney  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1851  and  1852.  He  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  for  several  years  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  cavalry  in  the  militia.  He  and  his  family 
attended  the  Congregational  church.  Captain 
Crawford  married  Judith  Hunt  Mason,  who  was 
born  December  30,  1807.  and  died  August  24, 
1884.    Six  children  were  born  of  their  union,  as 
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follows:  Henry,  born  December  5,  1829,  died 
Jul)  16,  1842;  Charles,  born  August  21,  1832, 
died  while  a  member  of  the  sophomore  class  of 
Middlebury  College,  October  20,  1855 ;  Noah 
Mason,  born  May  11,  1834,  died  March  16,  1835; 
John,  born  December  27,  1836;  Eliza  Maria, 
born  June  9,  1841 ;  and  Henry,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  John  Crawford,  the  fourth  child,  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of 
Farmington,  North  Dakota.  He  married,  first, 
Mary  A.  Gerry,  who  was  born  in  Brattleboro, 
Vermont;  she  died  in  1861,  leaving  no  children. 
He  married,  second,  September  2,  1870,  Louisa 
Gorhain,  sister  of  Louis  Gorham,  of  Putney,  and 
they  have  five  children,  namely :  Robert  D.,  born 
September  17,  187 1 ;  Walter  Mason,  born  No- 
vember 29,  1874;  Mark,  born  May  1,  1877; 
Charles  Lewis,  born  August  6,  1882,  died  August 
25,  1882;  and  Judith  Charlotte,  born  November 
I,  1883. 

Henry  Crawford  received  his  academical  ed- 
ucation in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  and  in  Monson, 
Massachusetts.  Choosing  the  independent  calling 
of  a  farmer  as  his  life  occupation,  he  remained  on 
the  ancestral  homestead,  which  became  his  by 
purchase  in  1868,  and  lias  since  carried  on  gen- 
eral fanning  with  most  satisfactory  financial  re- 
sults. He  has  paid  much  attention  to  cattle  and 
sheep-raising,  but  has  taken  an  especial  interest 
and  pleasure  in  breeding  and  rearing  horses,  im- 
proving from  year  to  year  his  own  stock,  and  that 
of  the  town  and  county.  He  has  in  his  stables 
several  horses  that  have  made  fine  records,  in- 
cluding Madison  Wilkes,  2:24)4,  a  brother  of 
Kentucky  Wilkes  2:22;  Linden,  2:15,  whose  dam 
was  of  the  trustee  stock ;  and  Bay  Aristos,  who 
has  nineteen  standard  crosses,  tracing  to  Justin 
Morgan,  Mambrino,  Giief  Rysdick  Hambleton- 
ian,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  others  equally  well 
known.  Among  his  brood  marcs  may  be  men- 
tioned Daisy  B.,  2 .26 ;  Standard,  bred  by  Charles 
M.  Pond,  of  Hartford;  and  Mertie  B.,  bred  also 
by  Mr.  Pond.  He  sells  a  large  number  of  horses 
and  colts  each  year,  always  receiving  top  prices 
for  single  horses  or  for  pairs.  Mr.  Crawford  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been  an  office- 
holder almost  continuously  the  past  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Crawford  married,  February  14.  1872, 
Lvdia  Lowell,  a  sister  of  Judge  James  II.  Lowell, 


of  Kansas,  and  a  daughter  of  George  Lowell,  a 
cabinet-maker  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  a 
descendant  of  the  same  immigrant  ancestor  as 
was  James  Russell  Lowell,  the  world- famed 
poet.  Among  other  ancestors  of  prominence  was 
Percival  Lowell,  in  whose  honor  the  city  of  Low- 
ell, Massachusetts,  was  named.  The  Lowell  fam- 
ily is  of  English  origin,  tracing  its  ancestry  di- 
rectly back  to  William  the  Conqueror.  Jacob 
Lowell,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Crawford,  was 
the  son  of  Moses  Lowell,  both  of  whom  were 
soldiers  in  the  patriot  army  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  their  remains  are  interred  in  the 
family  burying  ground  at  Putney.  George  Low- 
ell married  Lydia  Grant,  who  belonged  to  the 
same  family  from  which  General  U.  S.  Grant  was 
sprung.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  have  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Hugh,  born  February  19,  1873, 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  married,  in 
February,  1899,  Eula  Davenport,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children,  Beatrice,  born  February  15, 
1900,  and  Waldo  Lowell,  born  November  6, 
1902;  Malcomb,  born  June  14,  1875,  is  a  book- 
keeper with  the  Porter  Machine  Works  at  Hat- 
field, Massachusetts;  and  Annis,  a  graduate  of 
the  Business  College  at  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts, married,  June  4,  1902,  Edgar  D.  San- 
ders, of  Brattleboro. 

JOSEPH  HENRY  LORING. 

The  history  of  the  state,  as  well  as  that  of 
a  nation,  is  largely  made  up  of  the  chronicles  of 
the  lives  and  deeds  of  those  who  have  conferred 
honor  and  dignity  upon  society.  The  world 
judges  the  character  of  a  community  by  its  rep- 
resentative citizens,  and  yields  its  tributes  of  ad- 
miration and  respect  to  the  genius  or  learning 
or  virtues  of  those  whose  works  and  actions  con- 
stitute the  record  of  a  state's  prosperity  and 
pride.  Joseph  IKnry  Loring  was  long  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  honored  resi- 
dents of  Bennington,  not  alone  because  of  his 
activity  in  business  circles,  but  also  on  account 
of  his  sterling  personal  worth. 

He  was  born  in  Jackson,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber 9,  1820,  and  died  in  Bennington,  November 
3,  1898.  His  father,  Joseph  Loring,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
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He  spent  his  early  years  in  the  old  Bay  state  and 
afterward  removed  to  Jackson,  New  York,  where 
he  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 'thirty- 
six  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elizabeth  Orcutt,  was  born  in  Jackson  and 
by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren. She  was  a  consistent  Christian  woman, 
holding  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  her  death  occurred  in  her  native 
town  when  she  was  fifty-six  years  of  age. 

Joseph  Henry  Loring  was  reared  in  Jackson 
and  to  its  public  school  system  was  indebted  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  en  joyed.  In  1845, 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty-five  years,  he  came 
to  Bennington.  He  had  previously  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinet-making  with  Barton  Brothers,  of 
Jackson.  After  residing  in  Bennington  for  a  time, 
he  went  to  Hoosick  Falls  as  a  representative  of  the 
Walter  A.  Wood  Mowing  Machine  Company, 
remaining  with  that  house  until  1857.  He  then 
returned  to  Bennington  and  conducted  a  teaming 
business,  having  one  horse  and  two  small  wagons. 
He  afterwards  became  the  leading  expressman 
of  the  town,  doing  a  large  transfer  business  and 
meeting  with  excellent  success.  In  1865  he  was 
joined  by  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  M.  Tuttle, 
and  they  established  a  first-class  livery  stable. 
In  1874  they  further  extended  the  field  of  their 
operations  by  dealing  in  coal,  lime,  cement  and 
wood,  and  the  business  is  still  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Tuttle.  Mr.  Loring  was  widely  known  for  his 
enterprise,  his  keen  sagacity  in  business  affairs 
and  his  uncompromising  honesty,  and  these  qual- 
ities insured  him  prosperity  in  all  that  he  under- 
took. As  the  years  passed  he  acquired  a  hand- 
some competence,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  leave 
his  family  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  influence  and  was 
sexton  of  his  town  for  a  number  of  years. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1849,  Mr.  Loring 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Theresa  Tuttle, 
who  was  born  in  Woodford.  Vermont,  a  daughter 
of  Hymen  Tuttle,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Con- 
necticut. Her  father  was  a  son  of  David  Tuttle, 
who  was  born  in  North  Haven,  Connecticut,  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  David  Tuttle  spent 
his  early  life  in  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  after- 
ward removed  to  Rowc,  Massachusetts,  but  later 
took  up  his  abode  in  Norwich,  Connecticut, 


where  he  owned  and  operated  a  large  farm.  At 
a  later  date,  however,  he  came  to  Bennington 
and  lived  with  his  son  Hymen,  spending  his 
last  days  here;  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Bassett, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1768  and  was 
married  on  Christmas  day  of  1789.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mentha,  born 
August  25,  1791 ;  Martin,  born  May  25,  1793 ; 
Hymen,  born  March  9,  1795;  Warren,  who  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  March,  1797;  Eunice,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  29,  1799;  Sylvia,  born 
February  2,  1802;  and  Cliauncey,  born  in  May, 
1806.  The  mother  of  this  family  passed  away 
on  the  24th  of  January,  1840.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  in  that  faith  they  reared  their  family. 
Hymen  Tuttle,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Loring,  is 
sketched  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  connection 
with  the  sketch  of  Henry  M.  Tuttle.  He  married 
Dorcas  Upton,  who  was  born  in  Charlemont,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  a  daughter  of  a  well  known  farmer 
of  that  locality.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttle  five 
children  were  born  who  lived  to  mature  years, 
and  three  are  yet  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Loring, 
of  Bennington;  Fidelia  Sylvia  Tuttle;  and 
Henry  M.  Tuttle,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Bennington. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loring  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: two  who  died  in  childhood;  and  Fanny, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  S.  Bingham,  of 
Bennington,  by  whom  she  lias  two  children,  Lor- 
ing, who  is  in  business  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
and  Ella  A.,  at  home.  Mr.  Loring  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs,  and  his  Christian  principles 
permeated  his  long  career,  making  him  a  man  of 
sterling  worth,  well  deserving  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  townsmen.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  served  as  trustee  of  his  village  and  was  active 
and  influential  in  support  of  all  measures  which 
he  believed  would  contribute  to  the  general  good. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  de- 
cisions were  strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  was 
also  chief  of  police  for  a  number  of  years.  So- 
cially he  was  identified  with  Mount  Anthony 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  for  a  long  period  was 
connected  with  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
holding  office  in  both  branches  of  Masonry. 
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THE  GRAVES  FAMILY. 

CREST,  COAT  OF  ARMS  AND  MOTTOES. 

The  distinctive  arms  of  the  Graves  family  are 
"'Gu.  an  eagle  displayed  or.  ducally  crowned  arg." 
The  crest:  "A  demi -eagle  displayed  and  erased 
or.  enfiled  round  the  body  and  below  the  wings 
by  a  ducal  coronet  arg."     By  the  alliance  of 


COAT  OF  ARMS 

members  of  the  family  with  other  families,  and 
the  marshalling  of  different  arms  in  the  same  com- 
position, variations  arc  frequently  found ;  they 
almost!  invariably  retain,  however,  as  quarter- 
ings,  the  distinctive  arms  of  the  family,  the  eagle 
displayed  or. 

Various  mottoes  have  been  adopted,  some  of 


which  have  been  used  by  the  members  of  the 
family  exclusively,  and  others  by  this  and  other 
families.    The  following  are  the  mottoes  used, 
U  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  translations : 
"Aquila  non  captat  Muscas,"  or  "Aquila  non 
capit  Muscas;"  (The  Eagle  does  not  catch  flies). 
"Graves  disce  Mores;"  (Learn  grave  manners). 
"Gravis  dum  suavis;"   (Grave  while  suave). 
"Spcs   mea   in   Dio;"    (My   hope  is- 
in  God).    "Dam  Spiro  spcro;"  (While 
I  breathe  I  hope).   "Deo  non  fortuna;" 
(Through  God,  not  by  chance).  "Esse 
quam  videri :"  l  To  be  rather  than  to 
seem).    "Huic  habeo  non  tibi ;"  (I  hold 
to  this  one,  not  to  thee).    "Per  sinum 
Codanum;"  (Through  the  Gulf  of  Coda- 
nus).    "Spero  infestis  mctuo  secundis:" 
(I  hope  in  adversity,  and  fear  in  pros- 
perity). "Superna  quaritc ;"  (Seek  thing* 
above').  "Superna  quaero ;"  ( I  seek  heav- 
enly things).    "Suprema  quaero;"  (I 
seek  the  highest). 

THE  GRAVES  FAMILY  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  family  of  Graves  is  one  of  the 
most  ancient  in  England.  It  went  in 
with  the  Norman  army,  and  its  members 
have  been  Dc  Grevis,  De  Grcves,  Grevc, 
Grave,  Greaves,  Greeves  and  Graves.  In 
the  portion  of  Doomsday  Book  for  Lin- 
colnshire it  is  recorded: 

"in  Horbelinge  hbt  Grevc  III  car  t-ra 
ad  gld  t-ra  ad  II II  car — In  Draitone 
Hundret  hbt  Grevc  VI  bov  t-ra  ad  gld 
t-ra  ad  VI  bov."  In  Latin  extended : 
"In  Horbelinge  habet  Greve  quatuor 
carucatas  terrac  ad  geldam ;  terra  ad 
quatuor  carucas.  In  Draitone  Hundred 
habet  Greve  sex  bovatas  terrae  ad  rcI- 
datn :  terra  ad  sex  bovas."  Translated: 
In  Horbelinge  Grevc  holds  four  caru- 
cales  (about  400  acres)  of  land,  for  which 
he  |>ays  geld  (civil  tax  levied  for  sut>- 
]K>rt  of  the  state)  ;  there  is  land  for  four  ploughs  ;" 
and  "In  Draitone  Hundred  Grevc  holds  six  bo- 
vates  (about  75  acres)  of  land  for  which  he  pays 
geld  ;  there  is  land  for  six  oxen." 

The  family  lived  in  early  days  in  that  part 
of  England  now  known  as  counties  Lincoln.  Not- 
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tingham,  Derby  and  York,  occupying  the  north- 
ern part  01  the  three  first  named  and  the  south- 
ern part  of  York.  The  first  recorded  family 
seat  was  known  as  Greves  or  Greaves,  in  the 
parish  of  Beeley,  near  Chatsworth,  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Derbyshire,  and  a  few  miles  from 
the  southerly  boundary  of  York,  where  the  family 
resided  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  111  (1216- 
1272).  John  Greaves,  a  descendant  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  (1 558-1602),  became  a  purchaser 
of  "Beeley,"  a  quaint  old  house  with  an  enclosed 
court,  on  the  hill  above  Beeley,  and  now  known 
as  "Hilltop,"  and  it  was  occupied  as  a  family 
seat  until  about  1664,  when  it  was  sold  to  John, 
Earl  of  Rutland. 

In  the  little  church  at  Beeley,  within  the  altar 
rails,  is  a  fine  flat  stone  on  which  are  cut  the 
coat  of  arms  of  the  family,  the  motto  "Superna 
Quaero,"  and  the  following  inscription: 

"This  marble  stone  doth  presse  but  not  op- 
prcsse  the  body  of  John  Greaves  of  Greaves,  Esq., 
who  always  was  a  true  son  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, merciful  and  charitable  to  the  poor,  patient 
and  courageous  in  a  tedious  sickness,  and  at 
length,  being  full  of  faith  and  hope,  did  exchange 
this  troublesome  world  for  a  better,  upon  the  13th 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1694. 
Ann.  his  wife.  b.  of  Geo.  Bird,  of  Stenly  Hall, 
Gent.,  ob.  May.  25,  1700." 

From  the  visitations  of  Derbyshire,  in  the 
College  of  Arms,  and  from  Mss.  in  the  British 
Museum  the  following  descent  of  the  early 
founders  of  the  family  is  extracted:  (1).  John 
de  la  Greves.  (2).  Hugo  de  la  Grevis,  vixit 
temp.  Henry  III  (1216-1272).  (3)  William  de 
la  Grevis,  filim  Hugonis,  temp.  Edward  I  ( 1272- 
T3°7)-  (4)  Egidrus  de  la  Greves,  Lctitia  uxor 
ejus,  1 316.  (5)  Thomas  de  la  Greves,  filius  Egi- 
dri,  temp.  Edward  III  (1327-1377).  (6)  Jo- 
hannes de  la  Grevis,  fil.  Thomas,  fil.  Egidri,  temp. 
Edward  III.  (7)  John.  (8)  William  and  wife 
Agnes.  (9)  John,  1497;  buried  December  30, 
1546.  (10)  John  of  Greaves;  buried  December 
30.  1595.  (11)  John  of  Greaves  and  Beeley. 
(12)  John  of  Greaves,  Beeley  and  Woodhouse, 
baptized  September  17,  1581,  and  living  1634; 
had  eight  sons  and  three  daughters.  (13)  John 
of  Beeley;  buried  February  6,  1673-74.  (14) 
John  of  Stanton  Hall  and  Biggin;  born  in  1644  ; 
died  without  issue,  October  13,  1694. 


The  family  had  early  scattered  over  the  sur- 
rounding country.  As  early  as  1574  members 
of  it  are  mentioned  as  at  Kings  Norton  in  Wor- 
cester county,  where,  in  the  chapel,  is  found  a 
large  monument  to  Sir  Richard  Greves,  Kt., 
with  crest;  he  died  in  163 1.  In  the  rolls  of  the 
Exchequer  Lay  Subsidies  for  Buckingham  and 
Northampton  counties,  there  are  found  taxes  laid 
against  different  members  of  the  family  as  early 
as  1522,  and  from  that  time  forward.  John 
Graves  was  a  resident  of  Cleckhcaton,  in  the 
parish  of  Birstall,  and  Wapentake  of  Morley,  in 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  as  early  as  the 
time  of  Edward  IV  (1461-1483).  and  from  him 
descended  several  of  the  most  prominent  fami- 
lies in  Great  Britain. 

The  following  is  the  lineage  of  the  family  of 
Graves  of  Micklcton  Manor :  ( 1  1.  John  Graves, 
of  Cleckhcaton,  Edward  IV  (1461-1483).  (2). 
Robert,  of  Cleckhcaton,  Henry  V  II  (1485- 1509). 

(3)  .  John,  of  Beamsley,  in  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  born  in  1513,  settled  in  London  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years:  died  there  in  1616,  at  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years :  buried  in 
St.  Martin's,  Ludgate.  There  is  a  line  i>ortrait  of 
him  by  Cornelius  Janson  on  a  panel  in  Mickleton 
House,  painted  when  he  was  in  his;  one  hundred 
and  second  year,  and  an  engraving  of  him  when 
one  hundred  and  two  years  old  in  Nash's  "His- 
tory of  Worcestershire."  He  bad  brothers,  Will- 
iam of  Ueckheaton  and  Hugh  <>f  York.  Wife, 
daughter  of  Mensier,  of  Crcke.  County  Norfolk. 

(4)  .  Richard,  of  London,  born  157-':  died  in 
April,  1626;  buried  in  St.  Martin  s.  Ludgate. 
Wife  was  eldest  daughter  of  William  Gourney,  of 
Moore  Hall,  Yardlev,  Hertfordshire.  He  had 
brother  John,  rector  of  Colemore.  Hampshire, 
who  was  father  of  John,  Savilian  professor  of 
astronomy  at  Oxford,  and  Sir  Kdward,  physician 
to  Charles  II,  created  baronet  in  1645. 

(5)  .  Richard,  born  September  6,  1610. 
Bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn  and  receiver  general  of 
Middlesex  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth; 
purchased  the  manors  of  Ashton  and  Weston  with 
the  royalty  of  Kiftsgate  Hundred,  in  Gloucester- 
shire in  1654,  and  the  manor  of  Mickleton  in  1656; 
died  May  9,  1669:  buried  in  St.  James.  Clerken- 
well.  First  'wife.  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hates,  of  Loudon,  Gent.  ;  second  wife.  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Robinson,  F.sq..  governor  of 
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Gravescnd  and  Tilburvport.  He  had  nineteen 
children :  six  sons,  of  whom  only  one  survived 
youth,  and  thirteen  daughters.  His  brother, 
Colonel  William  Graves,  was  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  Ireland. 

(6)  .  Samuel,  of  Mickleton,  Esq.,  only  sur- 
viving son  of  Richard,  born  August  24,  1649; 
died  September  9,  1708;  buried  at  Mickleton. 
Wife,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Admiral  Richard 
Sw  ami.  They  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
none  left  descendants,  except  the  eldest  son. 

(7)  .  Richard,  of  Mickleton,  Esq.,  "the  Anti- 
quary ;"  ]K>rtrait  given  in  Nash's  "Worcester- 
shire." Corrected  dates  of  birth  and  death,  April 
22,  1677,  and  September  17,  1729.  Wife,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  Morgan,  and  widow 
of  Captain  Williamson. 

(8).  Morgan,  of  Mickleton,  Esq.,  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1708.  Bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn;  died  De- 
cember 26,  1771,  buried  at  Mickleton.  Wife, 
Anne,  daughter  of  James  Walwyn,  of  Long- 
worth,  in  Plercfordshire.  He  had  brother  Rich- 
ard, educated  at  Pembroke  College,  Oxford ; 
elected  fellow  of  "All  Souls"  in  1736,  rector  of 
Claverton.  in  Somerset,  and  author  of  "The  Spir- 
itual Quixote;"  died  November  23,  1804.  Also 
brother,  Charles  Gasper,  Rector  of  Tissington, 
Derbyshire,  said  to  have  been  the  original  of  "The 
Spiritual  Quixote."  Also  brother,  Danvers,  who 
died  in  Persia  in  1752. 

(.9).  Walwyn,  of  Mickleton,  Esq.,  born  July 
20.  1744:  died  in  1813,  without  issue.  Wife, 
Sarah  Fletcher,  died  l8ll;  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  brother.  Richard  Morgan. 

(to).  Richard  Morgan,  D.  D.,  successively 
rector  of  Hindlip,  Worcestershire,  vicar  of  Mick- 
lctoii,  and  vicar  of  Malvern.  Succeeded  his 
brother  at  Mickleton,  and  died  in  1815,  aged 
lixt) -three.  He  had  brother,  Captain  Danvers, 
of  the  Sixty-seventh  Regiment,  who  died  in  the 
West  Indies,  1789.  aged  thirty-six,  and  four  sis- 
ters. His  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Shermor.  of  Hannington,  county  Wilts :  she  died 
in  1832. 

(11).  Morgan,  Rev.,  of  Mickleton,  born 
June  l.  1778;  died,  unmarried,  November  25, 
18 19.  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  John. 

t  12).  John,  of  Mickleton,  Esq.,  born  June 
5,  1780.  Lieutenant  in  the  Twenty-third  Regi- 
ment, died  1818.    His  wife  was  Anne,  daughter 


of  John  Thomas,  of  Penryn,  County  Corn»iL 
He  had  a  sister,  Elizabeth,  who  married  Chans 
Gray,  who  took  the  name  of  Graves,  and  has  de- 
scendants living.  John  Graves  left  no  sons.  Ha 
eldest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  Sir  John  Mai- 
well  Steele,  Bart.,  who  took  the  name  of  Grave 
in  1863.  Their  only  child  was  a  daughter,  Frar..t: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  R.  S.  Brown,  who  toi 
the  name  of  Graves.  On  the  death  of  the  elds: 
<laughter,  her  husband,  daughter  and  her  husband 
the  property  reverted  to  Mary  John  Graves,  tfc: 
youngest  daughter  of  John  Graves.  She  vo- 
bom  in  1818,  married  Maxwell  Hamilton,  Esq. 
of  Dublin,  who  died  in  1867.  She  died  Februr* 
4,  1885,  and  the  head  of  the  house  is  now  the: 
son.  (13).  Sidney  Graves  Hamilton,  of  Mickle- 
ton, and  now  of  Kiftsgate  Court,  Esq.,  born  Tent 
•3.  1855. 

The  Graves  family  in  Ireland  was  founded 
by  Colonel  William  Graves,  son  of  Richard 
Graves  (No.  4  in  Mickleton  family  pedigree 
He  was  sent  to  Ireland  as  colonel  command^ 
a  regiment  of  horse  in  the  parliamentary  arnn 
in  1649  or  1650.  He  w  as  granted  lands  at  Bally- 
mack  and  Burnchurch,  County  Kilkenny,  and 
previous  to  the  restoration  he  disposed  of  ha 
lands  in  Ireland  and  returned  to  England,  leaving 
two  of  his  sons  in  Ireland.  One  settled  in  the 
north,  and  from  him  the  family  of  Lord  Grata 
is  said  to  have  descended ;  the  other  settled  near 
Limerick,  in  the  south,  and  his  family  is  givfl 
l)clow. 

(1).  Colonel  William  Graves,  son  of  Ric> 
ard  Graves,  of  London,  fourth  in  Mickleton  tan- 
ify.  (2).  Henry,  born  in  November,  1652.  He 
was  given  the  name  of  "Claymore"  or  "Ham 
of  the  Long  Sword,"  as  he  never  went  abroad 
without  his  formidable  blade,  not  even  when  goinf 
to  church  at  Croom,  where  he  attended,  "for  fear 
of  the  hostility  of  the  Irish  papists,"  as  he  said 
He  held  at  Greybridge.  (3).  John,  son  of  Henrr. 
born  in  1682:  sheriff  of  Limerick  in  172a  U1 
Rev.  James,  son  of  John,  born  Novcmtxr  ^ 
1 7 1 3  ;  vicar  of  Kilfinnan,  County  Limerick.  He 
died  November  21,  1783,  in  the  parish  he  sen*: 
for  thirty-eight  years.  His  tombstone  bears  the 
inscription :  '"Let  die  voices  of  his  friends  and 
his  Hock  speak  his  character."  He  had  a  brother 
Henry,  who  was  father  of  Rev.  Henry  Megs' 
Graves,  and  grandfather  of  General  Graves  ol 
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Ireland.  Another  brother  was  Richard  Graves, 
high  sheriff  of  Limerick  and  Waterford,  who 
died  in  181 5. 

(5)  .  Thomas,  son  of  Rev.  James,  Very  Rev. 
Dean  of  Ardfert,  and  then  of  Connor,  born  March 
3,  1745 ;  married  March  8,  1771,  Anne  Dunlevie. 
He  died  September  30,  1828.  His  brothers  were: 
James  William  Graves,  paymaster  of  the 
Fifth  Regiment;  Rev.  John  Graves,  rec- 
tor of  Ballingarry;  Very  Rev.  Richard 
Graves,  born  October  1,  1763,  fellow  of  Trin- 
ity College,  Dublin,  in  1786,  who,  in  1807,  pub- 
lished his  important  work  on  'The  Pentateuch." 
and  in  1813  was  made  professor  of  divinity  in  the 
Dublin  University,  and  dean  of  Ardagh.  Rev. 
Richard  Graves  married,  August  1,  1787,  Eliza 
Mary  Drought,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Drought. 
F.  T.  C.  D.,  and  professor  of  divinity,  and  had 
sons,  Rev.  Richard  Hastings  Graves  and  Robert 
James  Graves,  the  famous  Dublin  physician, 
whose  reputation  has  become  world-wide,  and 
whose  writings  have  been  translated  into  many 
languages,  and  who  revolutionized  the  old  system 
of  bleeding  and  starving  fevers,  and  said  that  his 
epitaph  should  be :  "He  fed  fevers."  Dr.  Graves 
was  the  father  of :  Rev.  Richard  Drought  Graves, 
born  in  1832,  died  January  5,  1871.  Colonel  Will- 
iam Grogan  Graves,  of  Cloghan  Castle,  Kings 
county,  J.  P.,  born  February  14,  1836;  married 
in  1877  Georgianna  Marshall,  of  IJaronne  Court. 
Tipperary,  and  had  children,  Robert  Kennedy 
Grogan  Graves,  born  January  1,  1878,  and  Will- 
iam Geoffrey  Plantaganet  Graves,  l>orn  May  22, 
1 881 ;  Colonel  Graves  died  February  17,  1890. 
Georgianna  Arabella,  married  in  1857  Edward 
Blackburn,  O.  C,  of  Rathfarnham  Castle,  third 
son  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Chancellor  Black- 
burn. Elizabeth  married  Major  Armstrong. 
Florence  married  Major  Parsons.  K.  A. 

(6)  .  Colonel  James  William,  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Royal  Irish  Regiment,  born  1774.  (See 
"Burke's  Landed  Gentry"  for  children.  (7). 
John  Crosbie,  born  July  2,  1776;  died  January 
»3.  1835  ;  married  in  1806,  Helena,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Robert  Perceval,  and  had  sons:  John 
Thomas,  F.  R.  S.  and  B.  L.  Rev.  Robert  Perce- 
val, who  married  Helen  Bellasis,  of  Windermere, 
F.ngland ;  he  was  rector  at  Windermere,  and  in- 
timate friend  of  Wordsworth  and  Mrs.  Hemans  • 
he  was  biographer  of  Sir  W.  Rowan  Hamilton, 


the  famous  mathematician;  he  spent  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  at  Dublin,  and  waS  vice 
warden  of  Alexandra  College,  Dublin,  James  Per- 
ceval, who  married  Georgianna  Lees ;  Right  Rev. 
C  harles  Graves,  lord  bishop  of  Limerick. 

(8).  Right  Rev.  Charles,  D.  D.,  lord  bishop 
of  Limerick,  F.  R.  S.,  LL.  D.,  of  Oxford,  for- 
merly fellow  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  Residence, 
the  Palace,  Henry  street,  Limerick,  and  "Park- 
nasilla,"  in  Kenmare,  County  Kerry.  His  lord- 
ship was  born  November  12,  181 2;  educated  at 
Trinity  College,  Dublin ;  B.  A.,  1835  >  M.  A.  and 
fellow,  1836;  D.  D.,  1851 ;  professor  of  mathe- 
matics Dublin  University,  1843-62 ;  dean  of  Clon- 
fcrt,  1864-66,  in  which  latter  year  he  was  conse- 
crated bishop  of  Limerick,  Ardfert  and  Aghadoc. 
He  married  September  15,  1840,  Selina,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Cheyne,  M.  D.,  physician  general  to 
the  forces  in  Ireland.  He  had  children  as  fol- 
lows :  John  Cheyne,  B.  A.,  Bengal  Civil  Service, 
born  November  16,  184 1,  died  September  9,1868. 
Alfred  Perceval,  M.  A.,  H.  M's  inspector  of 
schools.  Arnold  Felix,  M.  A.,  barrister  at  law, 
who  had  children,  Perceval  and  Geraldine  Per- 
ceval. Charles  I.arcom,  M.  A.,  born  December 
15,  1856;  married  July  30,  1889,  Alice  Emma 
Gray,  sister  of  Sir  Edward  Gray,  M.  P.;  one 
son  Cecil,  born  March  6,  1892.  Robert  Wynd- 
ham,  H.  M.'s  consul  at  Erzeroum,  born  in  1857. 
Helena  Cecelia,  married  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry 
Lyttleton  Powys,  and  died  June  27,  1886.  Rosa- 
mund Selina,  married  July  3,  1877,  Rear  Admiral 
Richard  Massic  Blomfield,  late  R.  N.  Augusta 
Caroline.  Ida  Margaret,  married  September  14, 
1885,  Captain  Sir  Edward  Poorc,  4th  Bart., 
R.  N. 

(<■))  Alfred  Perceval,  M.  A.,  H.  M.'s  in- 
spector of  schools,  born  July  22,  1846;  married 
December  29,  1874,  Jane,  eldest  daughter  of 
James  Cooper  Cooper,  Esq.,  and  has  issue: 
Philip  Perceval,  born  February  25.  1876,  of  Har- 
leybury  College;  Richard  Massie,  born  Septetn- 
Iht  (4,  1880;  Alfred  Perceval,  l>orn  Deceml>er 
14,  1881 ;  Mary,  born  June  6,  1877 :  Susan  Win- 
throp  Savatier,  born  March  23,  1885.  Alfred 
Perceval  married  December  30,  1891.  Amalie 
Elizabeth  Sophie,  eldest  daughter  of  Professor 
Ileinrich  Von  Rankc,  M.  D.,  of  Munich,  and  by 
her  has  issue:  Garissa  Janie,  born  November 
J9,  1892:  Rosalcen-Louise,  born  March  7,  1894. 
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Mr.  Graves  is  a  poet  of  acknowledged  high  land- 
ing, and  has  written  many  charming  poem*  and 
ballads.  He  resides  at  Taunton,  England. 

Lineage  of  Lord  Graves,  Baron  of  Gravescnd, 
County  Londonderry,  Ireland,  and  of  Sir  Graves 
Sawle,  Baronet :  ( i )  Colonel  William  Graves, 
son  of  Richard  Graves,  of  London,  fourth  in 
Mickleton  family.  (2)  James,  descendant  of 
Colonel  William;  married  Miss  Herdman, 
daughter,  and  co-heir  of  Sir  John  Herdman 
Knt.,  of  Stannington,  and  died  leaving,  among 
others,  Samuel,  married  Miss  Moore  and  had 
issue;  Thomas,  barrister  at  law;  James,  died 
unmarried;  Rev.  John,  of  Castle  Dawson,  in  Ire- 
land, married  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Hudson, 
Esq.,  and  had  sons.  Rear  Admiral  Samuel 
Graves,  R.  N.,  Admiral  John,  R.  N.,  Sir  Thomas, 
K.  B.,  vice  aamiral  of  the  blue,  a  highly  dis- 
tinguished naval  officer,  second  in  command  to 
l  ord  Nelson  at  Copenhagen,  died  in  1814,  and 
IV,  Admiral  Richard,  R  N. ;  the  fourth  son  of 
Samuel  was  Admiral  Samuel,  R.  N.,  (one  son 
and  four  grandsons  admirals  in  this  family.) 
The  second  son  of  Rev.  John  was  Admiral  John, 
married  April  20,  1 786,  Elizabeth,  daughter, 
and  eventually  sole  heir  of  Richard  Sawle.  Esq., 
and  died  May  16,  181 1,  leaving  a  son  and  suc- 
cessor, Sir  Joseph-Sawle  Graves  Sawle.  bom 
December  10,  1793,  created  baronet,  March  22, 
1836;  father  of  present  baronet,  Sir  Charles 
llrune  Graves  Sawle,  born  October  16,  1816. 
The  second  son  of  James  was,  (3)  Rear  Admiral 
Thomas,  of  Thanckes,  Cornwall,  born  in  1680; 
married  in  171 3,  Miss  Warne,  and  in  1723,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Gilbert  Budgell,  D.  D.,  of  St. 
Thomas's,  near  Exeter,  and  had  issue;  William, 
one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  and  (4 )  Admiral 
Thomas,  elevated  to  the  peerage  October  24, 
1795,  as  Lord  Graves,  baron  of  Gravescnd,  Coun- 
ty Londonderry.  His  lordship  married  in  1 771, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  William  I'eere 
Williams,  Esq.,  Chadleigh,  in  Devonshire.  He 
died  February  9,  1802,  and  was  succeeded  by, 

(5)  Lord  Thomas  North,  born  May  28,  1775; 
married  June  27,  1803,  Lady  Mary  Paget,  young- 
est daughter  of  Henry,  first  Earl  of  Uxbridge. 
1  It  died  February  7,  1830,  and  was  succeeded  by 

(6)  Lord  William  Thomas,  born  April  18.  1804, 
married  August  II,  1829,  Sophie  Theresa, 
daughter  of  General  Berthier,  and  relict  of  Gen- 


eral Count  Bruycre.  His  second  wife  «as 
Louise  Adele  Malene.  He  died  March  20,  1S7C. 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  (7)  Lord 
Clarence  Edward,  born  June  7,  1847,  marnsi 
May  8,  1870,  Kathcrinc  Fredcrica,  eldest  daugn- 
tcr  of  Sir  Thomas  W.  C.  Murdock,  K.  C.  M.  G. 

Another  branch  of  the  family  in  Ireland 
sprang  from  Richard  Graves,  brother  of  Rev 
James,  fourth  in  the  Colonel  William  Grave; 
family:  (4) Richard,  high  sheriff  of  Lirncri-j 
and  Waterford,  died  in  1815.  (5)  Anthony,  who 
had  brother  James,  father  of  Rev.  Richard,  ami 
grandfather  of  Rev.  James,  vicar  of  Stonvforii 
(6)  William,  J.  P.  (7)  Anthony  Elly,  who  h*i 
brother  Samuel  Robert,  late  M.  P.  for  Livcrpo:l 
who  was  father  of  William  S.,  Robert  Elly  ani 
Herbert  A.,  of  Liverpool;  he  also  had  broth : 
J.  Palmer,  who  had  sons  George  P..  Oiark-v 
Robert,  and  three  others,  names  not  known.  An- 
thony Elly  married  Harriet  Houghton,  sister  of 
Elizabeth  Houghton,  who  married  his  broths 
Samuel  Robert.  (8)  William  Robert,  M.  DL 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  has  brothers  Samus 
Houghton,  M.  A.,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge 
barrister  at  law,  E.  P.  Graves,  R.  N.,  and  An- 
thony Elly. 

The  important  families  of  Greaves,  of  Mi*- 
field  Hall.  County  Stafford ;  Greaves  of  Pa?? 
Hall  and  Elmsall  Lodge,  County  Bucks;  ami  ref- 
ers, trace  their  descendants  from  the  nncu 
Derbyshire  family.  A  branch  of  the  family  set- 
tled in  York  at  a  very  early  day.  Hugh,  broth*: 
of  John  of  Beamsley.  third  in  the  Mickleton  far > 
ily,  was  M.  P.  for  York  in  several  parliament 
sheriff  of  York  in  1559;  M.  P.  of  the  saw. 
1570-71.  and  lord  mayor  of  York  in  1578.  John 
was  lord  mayor  of  York  m  1570,  married  daujh- 
ter  of  Gervase  Greenhurst,  of  Greenhurst  Coun- 
ty, Lancaster,  and  had  sons:  John,  Jr. 
Hugh.  William,  Thomas  and  Anthony.  John. 
Ir.,  became  mayor  of  Hull  in  1598,  and  was  ll* 
father  of  sons  :  Hugh  ;  Thomas,  who  had  sons 
John  and  Thomas ;  Benjamin  ;  John.  Anthom. 
son  of  John,  mayor  of  York,  was  sword-bearer 
of  York.    He  had  a  son  Thomas. 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  the  diffcre* 
branches  of  the  family  went,  from  time  to  time, 
to  London  and  other  cities  in  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  colonics,  and  notably  to  the  Americas 
colonies,  in  the  score  of  years  from  1629  to  16^ 
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The  work  of  preparing  a  general  genealogy 
of  the  Graves  family  in  England  has  never  been 
undertaken,  but  when  it  shall  be,  the  results  will 
be  as  gratifying  to  those  of  the  English  family 
as  they  will  be  to  the  descendants  in  this  country. 
The  family  in  Great  Britain  has  produced  men 
distinguished  as  scholars,  divines,  military  and 
naval  commanders,  barristers  and  business  men, 
a  vigorous  and  loyal  race,  but  not  a  self-seeking 
one,  and  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  American 
branches. 

THE  GRAVES  FAMILY  IX  AMERICA. 

John  C.  G raves,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  here- 
by certifies  that  he  has  been  engaged  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years  in  compiling  the  gen- 
ealogy of  the  Graves  family  in  America:  that 
he  personally  has  visited  and  examined  the  pub- 
lic records  in  England,  and  most  of  the  places 
in  New  England,  where  the  different  branches  of 
the  family  were  located,  and  has  had  skilled  gen- 
ealogists at  work  for  him  in  England  and  dif- 
ferent portions  of  this  country,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  investigations  has  found  that  most 
of  the  name  of  Graves  in  this  country  have  de- 
scended from  the  following  named  early  settlers 
who  are  all  descendants  of  the  old  English  fam- 
ily, of  which  a  sketch  is  given  in  the  volume  of 
Graves  Genealogy,  published  by  the  under- 
signed in  1896.  The  first  settler  in  this  coun- 
try was  Captain  Thomas  Graves,  who  came 
over  from  London,  England,  in  the  ship  Mary 
and  Margaret,  in  1607.  lie  settled  on  the  James 
river,  Virginia,  in  James  City  county.  In  1624 
he  had  a  large  plantation  on  the  Eastern  Shore, 
was  representative  of  ''Smythes  Hundred"  in 
Virginia  assembly,  which  convened  at  James- 
town. July  30,  1619,  the  first  of  American  legis- 
lative bodies,  "the  House  of  Burgesses."  He 
was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Accomac,  afterwards 
Northampton  county,  in  163 1  ;  vestryman  in 
1635 :  was  commissioner  to  build  a  fort  at  Old 
Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  in  1630-32.  His  de- 
scendants live  principally  in  Virginia,  North 
Carolina  and  Kentucky. 

Samuel  Graves  settled  at  Lynn,  Massa- 
chusetts, about  1630,  and  took  up  property  on  the 
turnpike  west  of  Floating  Bridge,  and  from  him 
the  neighborhood  has  been  called,  until  recently, 


"Graves  End."  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  man  of 
wealth.  In  1635  he  gave  to  the  colony  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Thomas  Graves  settled  at  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut, before  1645,  and  removed  to  Hatfield, 
Massachusetts,  in  1061.  The  genealogy  of  this 
branch  is  given  in  Vol.  1  of  Graves  Genealogy. 

Deacon  George  Graves  settled  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  about  1639;  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
iginal proprietors,  and  was  appointed  in  1644  to 
inspect  all  linen  and  woolen  goods. 

John  Graves,  brother  of  Deacon  George, 
came  to  this  country  about  1635,  and  settled  in 
Concord,  Massachusetts,  where  the  first  official 
record  to  be  found  of  him  was  in  1643,  when 
he  became  one  of  the  petitioners  to  the  general 
court.  He  was  master  of  the  Tryall,  the  first 
American  ship,  in  1648. 

Rear  Admiral  Thomas  Graves  settled  in 
Charlestown.  Massachusetts,  about  1637.  He 
was  of  the  family  of  ship-builders  and  mariners, 
of  London,  England;  was  mate  of  the  "Talbot, 
which  brought  Higginson  to  Salem,  Massachus- 
etts, in  1629,  and  master  of  various  vessels  ply- 
ing between  the  old  and  new  world  until  he  was 
made  real  admiral  in  the  English  navy,  and  was 
killed  in  battle  with  the  Dutch,  in  1653. 

William  Graves,  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire, 
in  1659,  and  of  Exeter.  New  Hampshire,  in  1701. 
His  descendants  were  prominent  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  New  Hampshire  and  Maine. 

The  following  genealogy  is  given  from  the 
public  and  private  records  of  the  family,  and  is 
correct : 

Rear  Admiral  Thomas  Graves,  first  gen- 
eration in  America,  son  of  John  Graves,  born  at 
RatcIifT,  England,  June  6,  1605,  baptized  at 
Stepney,  June  16,  1605,  married  in  England  be- 
fore 1635,  Katherine  Gray,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gray  and  Katherine  Myles,  daughter  and  co- 
heir of  Robert  Myles,  of  Sutton,  in  county  Suf- 
folk. Thomas  Gray  died  in  1607,  and  his  widow 
married  at  Harwick,  England,  December  23, 
1610,  Rowland  Coytemore,  of  Wappings,  a 
widower,  who  died  in  1626;  she  came  to  New 
England  in  1636  or  1637  and  settled  in  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts  ;  was  admitted  to  the  church 
in  1638  and  died  November  28,  1659.  Thomas 
Graves  sprang  from  the  shipbuilding  and 
mariner  family  of  London  and  came  to  Amer- 
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ica  as  early  as  1628.  He  was  mate  of  the  Tal- 
bot, in  which  Higginson  came  to  Salem  in  1629, 
and  was  master  of  various  vessels  plying  between 
the  old  and  new  world  until  he  brought  his  fam- 
ily to  this  country  about  1637  and  setded  in 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  probably  at  the 
same  time  that  his  wife's  mother  came.  He 
was  master  of  the  first  American  built  ship,  the 
Tryall,  on  her  second  voyage  in  June.  1643.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  First  church,  Charlestown, 
with  his  wife,  August  7,  1O39,  and  was  ma(lc 
freeman  at  general  court,  Boston,  May  13,  1640, 
and  became  possessed  of  a  large  amount  of  lands 
in  Charlestown  and  Woburn;  he  continued  to 
follow  the  sea,  and  while  in  command  of  a  mer- 
chantman captured  a  Dutch  man  of  war  in  the 
British  Channel,  for  which  gallant  act  he  was 
appointed  by  Parliament  captain  of  the  frigate 
President,  May  30,  1652,  and  the  following  year 
rear  admiral  of  the  White,  and  on  board  the 
St.  Andrews  (360  men  and  56  guns)  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  naval  battles  with  the  Dutch, 
and  was  killed  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  1653. 
His  wife  died  February  21,  1682.  Winthrop 
described  Thomas  Graves  as  an  "Able  and  Godly 
Man."    He  wrote  his  name  Greaves. 

Children :  John,  born  in  England  and  did 
not  come  to  this  country  with  his  father.  Will- 
iam, probably  died  young.  Rebecca,  born  in 
England ;  admitted  to  the  First  church,  Charles- 
town, in  May  or  July  5.  1648  married,  before 
1647,  Samuel  Adams,  son  of  Henry  Adams,  of 
Braintree.  Massachusetts,  the  former  the  great- 
grandfather of  John  Adams,  second  president  of 
the  United  States ;  she  died  October  8,  1664,  and 
Samuel  Adams  married  Esther  Sparkhawk.  who 
was  the  mother  of  John  Adams's  grandfather. 
Thomas,  born  1638;  graduated  at  Harvard,  1656; 
was  a  physician,  judge  and  representative.  Na- 
thaniel, captain  in  Indian  wars ;  baptized  Sep- 
tember 5.  t<»39.  died  February  12,  1680.  Su- 
sanna, born  May  or  July  8,  1643,  married  No- 
vember 18.  •<**).  Kev.  Zechariah  Symmes. 
Joseph,  l»>rn  February  13.  1645. 

Joseph  Graves,  second  generation,  son  of 
Rear  Admiral  Thomas,  first  generation.  Ixirn  Feb- 
ruary 13.  1645;  married.  January  15.  1665-6. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Axtell 
Maynard,  born  May  26,  1640,  lived  in  Sudbury," 


Massachusetts;  his  wife  died  June  5,  1676,  and 
he  married  in  1678  Mary  Ross. 

Children:  Samuel,  born  February  14,  1666-7, 
Richard,  born  April  7,  1672.  John,  born  May 
10,  1674.  Deliverance,  born  in  1676.  Mary, 
born  May  23,  1680.  Ebenezer,  born  February 
28,  1682.   Hester,  born  April  3,  1689. 

John*  Graves,  third  generation,  son  of  Joseph, 
second  generation,  born  May  10,  1674;  married 
Sarah  Loker  October  10,  1710.  They  deeded 
their  lands  in  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  to  Ebe- 
nezer Dacon,  October  11,  1726,  and  moved  into 
Connecticut. 

Children:  Miriam,  born  January  19,  1712; 
married  Henry  Delamore,  New  London,  Con- 
necticut. Mary,  born  July  18,  1714;  married 
December  28,  1731,  Cornelius  Bigelow.  John, 
born  January  27,  1720. 

John  Graves,  fourth  generation,  son  of  John, 
third  generation,  born  in  Sudbury,  Massachus- 
etts, January  27,  1720,  went  with  his  parents  to 
Connecticut,  probably  to  Killingly,  where  his 
cousins  Richard  and  Lebbens  went;  he  married 
a  Miss  Rusfell  and  lived  and  died  in  Pomfret, 
Connecticut,  a  town  adjoining  Killingly. 

Children:  Rufus,  soldier  in  Revolutionary 
war.  Richard.  John,  lived  in  Thompson,  near 
Pomfret,  and  had  five  daughters,  Ruth,  Hannah, 
Mary,  Caroline  and  Sarah.  Asa,  born  Novem- 
ber 4,  1755.  Luther,  born  May  1,  1766.  David, 
borti  October  13  or  14,  1768.  Experience;  mar- 
ried David  Cutler,  then  J.  P.  Plank.  Lydia, 
married  Joseph  Green.    Polly,  married  a  Jones. 

Luther  Graves,  fifth  generation,  son  of  John, 
fourth  generation,  born  at  Pomfret,  May  1,  1776; 
removed  to  Shrewsbury,  Vermont,  about  1800; 
married  in  1801,  in  Shrewsbury,  Roxana  Case, 
born  November  30,  1786.  He  died  in  1863.  aged 
eighty-seven. 

Children:  Susan  C.  born  November  13, 
1806;  married  April  10,  1845,  Orrin  Hcwett :  she 
died  July  1,  1893.  Aaron,  born  March  6.  1808: 
married  Orpha  Floyd,  in  October,  1831.  Loyal 
Nelson,  born  in  August,  1809,  died  January,  1812. 
Norman,  bom  January  24,  181 1:  married  Jan- 
uary 1.  1834.  Ruth  W.  Graves,  daughter  of  his 
uncle  John  Graves;  he  died  September  9,  1838. 
Luther  R..  born  November  26,  1812.  Roxana, 
born  April  6,  1816;  married,  July  16,  1836.  John 
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Downs,  of  Bennington,  Vermont,  Columbia, 
born  May  29,  1820;  married,  March  4,  1845, 
Jerusha  W.  Jennison.  Orison,  born  May  11, 
1822;  married,  February  23,  1846,  Sarah  T. 
Keith.  Marion  H.,  born  February  28,  1824 ;  mar- 
ried October  24,  1852,  Louis  A.  Goodnow.  Han- 
nah, born  April  17,  1826,  died  July  16,  1835. 
Luna  E.,  born  February  20,  1829;  married  Oc- 
tober 15,  1846,  Marvin  Sanders. 

Luther  R.  Graves,  sixth  generation,  son  of 
Luther,  fifth  generation,  born  at  Shrewsbury,  Ver- 
mont, November  26,  1812;  married  at  Wood- 
stock, Connecticut,  in  October,  1839,  Sarah  Maria 
Russell,  of  Barre,  Vermont;  she  died  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  January  24,  1890.  He  was 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Benning- 
ton for  over  thirty  years,  and  died  March  31, 
1894. 

Children:  William  Russell,  born  May  27, 
1841.  Luther  Henry,  born  March  9,  1843,  died 
April  23,  1843.  Jane  Maria,  born  April  11,  1844, 
died  August  13,  1865.  Agnes  Roxana,  born 
March  12,  1846,  died  October  2,  1847.  Eugene 
L.,  born  January  21,  1848.  Henry  Green  Root, 
born  December  5,  1849,  diet!  April  20,  1852. 
Frederick  Orison,  born  March  5,  1852.  George 
Franklin,  born  January  4,  1854.  Louis  Augustus, 
born  January  20,  1857. 

George  Franklin  Graves,  seventh  gen- 
eration, son  of  Luther  R.,  sixth  generation,  born 
January  4,  1854 ;  married  June  9,  1881,  L.  Belle 
Woodman,  born  October  16,  1856,  daughter  of 
Joseph  H.  Woodman,  of  Bennington,  Vermont. 
Residence,  Bellevue,  Bennington,  Vermont. 

Children :  Eighth  generation,  Daughter,  born 
July  28,  1882,  died  July  31,  1882.  Hope,  born 
December  15,  1884.  Ruth  born  November  5, 
1886.  Luther  Russell  Graves,  born  September 
29,  1893. 

Signed  and  certified  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
this  30th  day  of  July,  1902.  Signed  John  Ward 
Graves. 

LUTHER  RUS-jFI.L  GRAVES. 

Luther  Russell  Graves,  of  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, was,  during  a  conspicuously  useful  life  ex- 
tending over  the  unusual  period  of  eighty-two 
years  of  a  century,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  his  state.    He  was 


eminently  successful  in  his  career,  rearing  an  ex- 
cellent family  whose  members  inherited  his  own 
sterling  traits  of  character  in  marked  degree,  and 
accumulating  an  ample  fortune,  the  acquisition  of 
which  was  owing  entirely  to  his  industry  and  sa- 
gacity, without  the  slightest  departure  from  his 
own  inflexible  standards  of  absolute  probity.  His 
activities  extended  into  the  larger  fields  of  manu- 
facture and  finance,  and  he  was  a  public-spirited 
promoter  of  every  cause  advantageous  to  the 
community. 

He  was  born  November  26,  1812,  in  Shrews- 
bury, Rutland  county,  Vermont.  His  parents 
were  of  that  rugged  type  of  character  peculiar 
to  the  early  generations  of  that  state,  whose  in- 
fluence has  been  strongly  discerned  in  all  sections 
of  the  country.  They  were  poor,  and  their  strug- 
gles were  severe.  The  father,  Luther  Graves, 
born  May  1,  1776,  was  a  man  of  high  character, 
a  farmer  who  reared  his  family  upon  a  small 
and  shallow  soiled  tract.  In  1801  he  married 
Roxana  Case,  born  November  30,  1786,  who 
proved  a  most  devoted  and  capable  helpmeet  to 
him  in  his  struggles.  To  them  were  born  eleven, 
children :  Susan  Case,  born  November  13,  1806, 
who  married  Orin  Hewitt,  April  10,  1845 ;  Aaron, 
born  March  6,  1808,  who  married  Orpha  Floyd 
in  October,  1831 ;  Loyal  Nelson,  born  in  August, 
1809;  Norman,  born  January  24,  181 1,  who  mar- 
ried Ruth  W.  Graves,  January  1,  1834;  Luther 
Russell;  Roxana,  born  April  6,  1816,  who  mar- 
ried John  Downs,  July  16,  1836 ;  Columbia,  born 
May  29,  1820,  who  married  Jerusha  W.  Jennison, 
March  4,  1845;  Orison,  born  May  11,  1822,  who 
married  Sarah  T.  Keith,  February  23,  1846; 
Marion  Helen,  born  February  28,  1824,  who  mar- 
ried Louis  A.  Goodnow,  October  24,  1852;  Han- 
nah, born  April  1 7,  1826;  and  Luna  Ellen,  born 
February  20,  1829,  who  married  Marvin  San- 
ders, October  15,  1846. 

Luther  Russell,  fifth  child  and  fourth  son  in 
the  family  named,  aided  his  father  in  farm  work 
until  he  came  of  age,  and  in  the  last  year  of  his 
minority  assisted  in  building  a  new  dwelling  for 
the  family.  Meantime  he  had  attended  at  inter- 
vals the  poorly  equipped  neighborhood  school, 
but  the  m eagerness  of  his  education  found  more 
.  than  equivalent  in  the  knowledge  which  he  gained 
in  later  days  through  self-appointed  reading  and 
intercourse  with  men.  His  first  employment  after 
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leaving  home  was  for  a  monthly  wage  of  nine 
dollars.  Soon  afterward  lie  found  work  in  a  new 
shoe  factory  in  Thompson,  Connecticut,  and  by 
laboring  sixteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four  he 
earned  two  dollars  a  pay,  double  the  usual  day 
pay.  He  then  became  a  traveling  tin  salesman  for 
Boynton  &  Whitcomb,  of  Templcton,  Massachus- 
etts, and  was  so  occupied  for  four  years.  His 
wage  at  the  beginning  was  but  nineteen  dollars  a 
month,  he  providing  his  own  horse,  and  when  his 
contract  closed  he  was  receiving  but  one  dollar  a 
day,  yet  during  his  service  his  frugality  had  en- 
abled him  to  save  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
upon  this  foundation  he  built  up  his  fortune. 

In  1839  he  formed  a  business  partnership  with 
a  younger  fellow  workman,  Henry  G.  Root,  who 
was  destined  to  become  equally  well  known  with 
himself  in  the  commercial  and  political  history  of 
Vermont,  and  this  association  was  practically 
maintained  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Graves,  and, 
as  he  himself  expressed  it,  "with  articles  of  honor, 
and  without  a  scrap  of  paper,"  from  the  first  to 
the  last.  Their  first  venture,  as  Graves  &  Root, 
was  the  establishment  of  a  tinware  factory  at 
Bennington.  For  the  first  year  the  junior  partner 
divided  his  time  between  the  factory  and  the  shops 
in  Tcmpleton,  Massachusetts,  the  term  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship having  not  yet  expired.  At  first  Mr, 
Root  made  the  tinware,  and  it  was  marketed  by 
Mr.  Graves.  The  firm  prospered,  and  subse- 
quently established  branch  houses  in  Red  Hook, 
Troy  and  Watertown,  New  York,  and  in  Bur- 
lington. Vermont,  and  conducted  another  for  a 
short  time  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  So  exten- 
sive was  the  business  that  one  hundred  salesmen 
went  out  from  the  Bennington  shops  alone.  In 
1844  the  firm  purchased  eleven  acres  of  land  at 
East  Bennington,  to  which  place  they  removed 
their  works.  At  various  times,  while  engaged  in 
his  manufacturing  enterprises,  Mr.  Graves  had 
as  business  associates  his  brother-in-law,  Louis 
A.  Goodnow,  and  one  of  his  own  sons,  William  R. 
Graves. 

The  most  eminent  success  in  the  career  of  Mr. 
Graves,  however,  was  in  financial  affairs.  In 
1852  lu-  was  one  of  thirteen  who  founded  the 
State  Bank  of  Troy,  New  York,  and  he  was  one 
of  its  first  directors.  In  1862  the  finances  of  the, 
country  were  in  an  uncertain  and  dangerous  con- 
dition.   Specie  had  long  disappeared  from  use, 


and  many  private  banks  had  closed  in  disaster. 
The  dependable  money  of  the  country-  was  United 
States  treasury  notes,  but  these  were  not  suffi- 
cient for  business  demands.  In  the  year  men- 
tioned the  national  banking  system  was  provided 
for  by  act  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Graves,  having 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  gov- 
ernment, whose  bonds  were  to  be  the  basis  of 
the  national  bank  currency,  was  principal  mover 
in  the  organization  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Bennington,  Vermont.  Notwithstanding  the 
unsettled  conditions  of  the  ten  years  preceding, 
including  the  great  financial  panic  of  1857,  he  had, 
in  his  capacity  as  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Troy,  recommended  large  volumes  of  paper  for 
discount,  but  with  such  prudence  that  not  a  dollar 
of  loss  was  incurred.  This  afforded  him  a  splen- 
did prestige,  and  when  he  urged  the  founding  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Bennington  he  had 
all-sufficient  support.  To  its  $100,000  capital  he 
contributed  $60,000,  and  Mr.  Root  $28,500;  the 
remainder  was  subscribed  by  others,  among  whom 
was  William  R.  Graves.  The  capital  was  subse- 
quently increased  to  $110,000,  and  in  1882  the 
bank  charter  was  renewed.  The  elder  Graves  was 
president  of  the  institution  from  its  founding  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  he  was  also  retained 
as  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Troy  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years,  declining  re-election  in 
1893  on  account  of  failing  health.  During  all 
these  years  he  displayed  the  consummate  abilities 
of  the  accomplished  financier,  and  his  conduct 
was  unsullied  by  aught  savoring  of  sharp  prac- 
tice or  double  dealings,  t  >n  the  contrary,  he  made 
his  bank  the  means  of  assisting  various  local  en- 
terprises and  of  aiding  many  worthy  men  of  small 
means  to  make  a  beginning  in,  life,  remembering 
his  own  early  struggles,  and  sympathizing  with 
those  whose  experiences  were  somewhat  similar 
to  his  own,  though  less  in  degree.  Associated 
with  him  in  the  bank,  during  his  later  years,  were 
his  sons,  George  F..  for  sexeral  years  cashier,  and 
Fred  G.  and  Louis  A.,  respectively  teller  and 
bookkeeper,  all  of  whom  inherited  much  of  his 
own  peculiar  talent,  and  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  his  masterly  training. 

Respect  tor  his  abilities  and  integrity  afforded 
Mr.  Graves  a  commanding  influence  even  outside 
the  field  of  finance,  and  a  brilliant  political  career 
was  open  to  him  had  he  desired  it.    He  held 
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various  public  positions  of  local  importance,  serv- 
ing tor  many  years  as  town  and  county  treasurer. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  to  the  \'ermont  house  of 
representatives,  but  declined  further  political  hon- 
ors, including  the  proffered  state  treasurcrship. 
During  his  entire  residence)  in  Bennington  he  was 
an  attendant  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  a  liberal 
contributor  to  its  support  and  to  its  various 
benevolences,  as  well  as  to  other  worthy  objects. 
He  was  modest  and  unassuming,  a  model  citizen 
and  a  genial  and  sympathetic  friend. 

He  was  married  in  October,  1839,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Maria  Russell,  of  Barre,  Massachusetts, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  year  with  himself, 
February  7,  1812.  She  was  a  woman  of  lovely 
character,  and  was  a  real  solace  and  inspiration 
to  him  during  his  many  years  of  arduous  strug- 
gle*. Her  death  occurred  January  24,  1890.  Her 
sorrow-stricken  husband  survived  her  about  four 
years,  dying  March  31,  1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

Born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  were  nine  chil- 
dren. William  Russell,  born  May  27,  184 1,  and 
did  December  2.  1895,  married  Flora  M.  Mil- 
liard, who  is  now  living  at  South  Orange,  New 
Jersey ;  two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage, 
CHlinc  M.,  a  lawyer  of  Bennington,  Vermont,  and 
Russell  C,  residing  in  South  Orange,  New  Jer- 
sey. Luther  Hairy,  born  March  9,  1843.  died 
April  23.  same  year.  Jane  Maria,  born  April  11. 
1844.  died  August  13,  1865,  Agnes  Roxana,  born 
March  12,  1846,  died  October  2,  1847.  Eugene 
1..  Uorn  January  t,  1848,  lives  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Henry  (Jreen  Root,  born  December  5, 
1849.  died  April  20,  1852.  Frederick  O.,  born 
March  5.  1852.  is  teller  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Bennington,  Vermont ;  George  Franklin 
is  president,  and  the  youngest  son,  Louis  Au- 
gustus, is  cashier,  in  the  same  institution. 

GF.OROK  1  KAN  KLIN  GRAVES. 

( ".turgc  Franklin  Graves,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Bennington,  Vermont,  a 
most  successful  financier,  and  the  youngest  na- 
tional bank  president  in  the  state,  is  a  native  of 
the  village  named,  where  he  was  Ixim  January 
4,  1854,  the  eighth  child  of  Luther  Russell 
Graves.  He  began  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  village,  and  completed  a 


broad  academical  course  in  Mt.  Anthony  Sem- 
inary. This  was  accomplished  before  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  he  then  entered  East- 
manBusiness  College,  from  which'  he  was 
graduated  in  1872.  He  then  entered  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Bennington,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  his  father,  Luther  R.  Graves,  under 
whose  careful  and  judicious  training  he  de- 
veloped a  rare  aptitude  for  his  calling.  He  began 
in  the  capacity  of  teller,  and  while  thus  engaged 
familiarized  himself  with  all  the  details  of  bank- 
ing operations.  In  time  a  vacancy  occurred,  and 
he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  cashier,  one 
lor  which  he  was  thoroughly  qualified,  and  in 
which  he  acquitted  himself  most  admirably.  In 
1894  his  father  died,  and  he  succeeded  to  the 
presidency,  the  position  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinuously occupied.  For  some  years  prior  to 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  had  been  recognized 
as  his  associate  and  equal  in  business  concerns. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  father  had  relied  greatly 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  son,  realizing  that 
youth  was  more  alert  than  age  in  recognizing 
ever-changing  conditions  in  the  fields  of  finance 
and  commerce.  So  it  was  that  the  younger 
Graves  entered  upon  his  new  duties  with  ample 
qualifications.  He  had  full  knowledge  of  the 
condition  and  possibilities  of  the  house  to  the 
headship  of  which  he  was  called,  and  he  was 
closely  in  touch  with  the  great  field  of  finance  at 
large.  While  ambitious  to  excel  in  business,  and 
to  improve  every  opportunity  presented,  he  has 
been  at  the  same  time  conservative  and  judicious, 
and  tlie  institution  over  which  he  presides  has 
shown  a- healthy  and  steady  advance  during  the 
nearly  eight  years  of  his  presidency.  His  bank 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  wisely  conducted 
and  substantial  in  the  state,  and  it  easily  ranks 
sixth  among  the  forty-two  under  national  charter 
and  inspection. 

Mr.  Graves  is  a  leader  in  the  community  in 
all  measures  tending  to  advance  its  interests,  but 
is  averse  to  con.spicuousness  in  public  affairs. 
For  nearly  a  score  of  years  he  served  as  town 
and  village  treasurer,  for  several  terms  was  pub- 
lic school  treasurer,  and  for  twenty  years  past 
has  been  county  treasurer,  but  these  positions 
.came  to  him  in  a  purely  business  way,  without 
reference  to  political  interests,  his  father  having 
been  his  immediate  official  predecessor  in  each 
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instance,  and  the  accounts  committed  to  him 
being  already  practically  in  his  keeping.  Mr. 
Graves  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Baptist  church, 
through  early  associations,  and  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  support  of  the  local  body  of  that 
denomination,  as  well  as  of  other  worthy  objects. 
He  was  an  early  member  of  the  Bennington  Bat- 
tle Monument  and  Historical  Society,  of  which 
he  has  been  treasurer  since  1894,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Mohegan  Tribe,  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Red  Men. 

On  June  9,  188 r,  Mr.  Graves  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Belle  Woodman,  born  in  Dunkirk, 
New  York,  October  16,  1856.  Her  parents  were 
Joseph  H.  and  Roxanna  (Doc)  Woodman;  the 
father  was  a  native  of  Sanbornton,  New  Hamp- 
shire, born  May  I,  1832,  and  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1827.  Her  paternal  ancestors  were  of 
early  colonial  times,  the  first  being  Edward,  who 
came  from  England  in  the  ship  James,  and  set- 
tled in  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1635.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  character,  and  of  command- 
ing influence  in  public  affairs.  He  was  one  of 
the  fifteen  out  of  ninety-one  of  the  grantees  of 
Newbury  who  were  privileged  to  be  called  "Mas- 
ter," from  which  our  present  "Mr."  has  been 
abbreviated,  with  entire  loss  of  the  dignity  which 
once  attached  to  the  title.  He  occupied  various 
positions  of  honor  and  trust;  he  was  deputy  to 
the  general  court  in  1636-7,  1639  and  1643,  a,,d 
was  for  many  years  one  of  a  committee  "to  settle 
and  end  small  causes."  The  Woodmans  bore 
a  prominent  part  in  the  war  for  independence. 
A  full  account  of  the  family  appears  in  "History 
of  Sanbornton,"  by  Runmells,  published  in  1881, 
and  in  the  "History  of  Newbury  and  Westbury, 
from  1635  to  1845,"  °y  Joshua  Coffen,  published 
by  Samuel  G.  Drake  in  1845. 

Through  her  honorable  ancestry,  Mrs.  Graves 
is  a  member  of  the  order  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  is  active  in  numerous 
social,  literary  and  charitable  organizations.  She 
is  a  lady  of  many  accomplishments,  has  traveled 
extensively,  is  an  earnest  student,  and  particularly 
well  versed  in  New  England  genealogy.  Her  ar- 
tistic taste  is  well  displayed  in  the  beautiful  fam- 
ily residence  which  is  her  home,  and  which 
was  erected  under  her  supervision.  Of  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Graves  were  born,  in  Bennington, 


four  children.  The  eldest,  a  daughter,  was  born 
July  28,  1882,  and  lived  only  three  days.  The 
children  living  are  Hope,  born  December  15, 
1884;  Ruth,  born  November  5,  1886;  and  Luther 
Russell,  namesake  for  his  paternal  grandfather, 
born  September  29,  1893. 

CAPTAIN  DAVID  C.  GORHAM. 

Captain  David  C.  Gorham,  a  veteran  agri- 
culturist of  Westminster,  and  an  honored  and  re- 
spected citizen,  was  born  at  South  Hollow,  March 
9,  1818.  Reared  on  a  farm,  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  after  which  he  completed  his  studies 
at  Ashby  Academy,  then  taught  school  one  term. 
He  took  great  interest  in  military  tactics,  and 
was  captain  of  the  last  company  of  volunteers 
trained  in  the  West  Parish,  it  being  disbanded 
on  the  organization  of  the  state  militia. 

Captain  Gorham  spent  two  years  of  his  earlier 
manhood  in  business  in  Boston,  then  located  on 
his  present  farm  property  of  nearly  five  hundred 
acres.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  including 
stock-raising,  having  about  forty  head  of  cattle 
of  a  good  grade,  two  hundred  sheep,  and  a  num- 
ber of  horses.  He  deals  extensively  in  horses, 
of  which  he  is  a  good  judge,  handling  some  of 
great  value,  and  was  the  first  to  receive  the  hun- 
dred-dollar premium  at  the  agricultural  fair  held 
in  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Among  the  noted 
horses  which  he  has  sold,  is  a  gelding,  "Green 
Mountain  Morgan,"  a  family  driving  horse,  for 
which"  he  received  five  hundred  dollars.  He  oc- 
cupies a  substantial  dwelling  house,  the  oldest  in 
the  parish,  and  his  other  buildings,  which  are 
commodious  and  well  equipped,  are  new,  having 
been  erected  to  replace  barns  that  were  set  on  fire 
by  an  incendiary,  who  plead  "guilty"  when 
caught,  and  was  convicted.  Captain  Gorliam  mar- 
ried, October  1,  1K48,  Jane  Wilcox,  by  whom  he 
has  four  children,  namely:  Henry  C. ;  Susan  J.; 
Clara :  and  Edwin  E.,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

CHARLES  HENRY  CONVERSE. 

Charles  Henry  Converse,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  agriculturists  of  East  Put- 
ney, Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  Norman-Hugue- 
not stock,  and  the  name  was  spelled,  in  France, 
Coinguierse,  but  in  the  time  of  William  the  Con- 
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queror  the  family  removed  to  England,  and  the 
name  was  gradually  change  first  to  Conzers  and 
later  to  Converse. 

Edward  Converse,  the  pioneer  of  the  name 
in  this  country,  came  over  with  Winthrops 
famous  company  in  1630,  and  he  was  very  prom- 
inently identified  with  all  the  affairs  of  the  new 
colony  of  Massachusetts,  especially  those  that 
pertained  to  the  public  welfare.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  building  the  Charleston  ferry,  and  it 
was  chiefly  through  his  efforts  that  the  founda- 
tion of  the  town  of  Woburn  was  laid.  In  1640 
he  erected  the  first  building  there,  and  from  1644 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1663,  he  was 
annually  elected  to  serve  as  selectman  of  the 
town,  and  in  1660  he  was  chosen  to  act  as  deputy 
to  the  general  court.  His  descendants  are  to  be 
found  in  every  state  of  the  Union.  Deacon 
Thomas  Converse,  great-great-grandfather  of  C. 
H.  Converse,  was  born  in  Manchester  county, 
Massachusetts,  in  1711.  He  removed  to  Thom- 
son, Connecticut,  in  1730,  where  Joel  Converse, 
great-grandfather  of  C.  H.  Converse,  was  born 
in  1750:  he  emigrated  to  the  township  of  Lyme, 
New  Hampshire,  in  1788.  Marquis  Converse, 
grandfather  of  C.  H.  Converse,  was  born  in 
Lyme,  New  Hampshire,  in  1789,  and  Major  P. 
Mills  Converse,  father  of  C.  II.  Converse,  was 
born  in  the  same  town  in  1820. 

C.  H.  Converse,  son  of  Major  P.  Mills  Con- 
verse, was  born  in  Lyme,  New  Hampshire,  Au- 
gust 25,  1847.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  he  com- 
menced his  business  career  with  the  Passumpsic 
(now  a  division  of  Boston  &  Maine)  Railroad, 
in  Sherbrook.  province  of  Quebec,  where  he  was 
engaged  to  learn  the  freight  and  passenger  busi- 
ness. So  faithfully  did  he  perform  his  duties 
that  after  being  in  their  employ  for  fifteen  months 
he  was  appointed  freight  and  passenger  agent  at 
Sherbrook,  where  he  remained  for  nine  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  located  in  St. 
Johnsbury,  Vermont,  where  he  acted  in  the  same 
capacity  for  three  years ;  he  then  gave  up  the 
railroad  business  and  removed  to  Thetford,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  three  years ;  he  was  thereafter  engaged 
as  billing  clerk  with  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad 
for  three  years  in  Brattleboro ;  later  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  freight  cashier  at  New 


London,  Connecticut.  In  1894  he  located  in  Put- 
ney, where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
and  since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
farming,  making  a  specialty  of  dairy  products, 
and  sweet  corn  for  canning  purpose.  During  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1901-1902  Mr.  Converse 
shipped  over  forty  tons  of  milk  from  a  dairy  of 
eighteen  cows;  his  stock  embraces  Guernseys, 
Jerseys  and  Durhams.  Mr.  Converse  is  what 
might  be  termed  a  scientific  farmer,  and,  al- 
though his  farm  is  not  very  large,  yet  the  results 
tar  surpass  those  of  many  more  acres  in  cultiva- 
tion, ami  his  crops  average  about  twenty-five 
acres  a  year.  Mr.  Converse  has  a  method  of 
economy ;  he  purchases  his  grain  in  car  lots  from 
wholesale  dealers,  and  in  this  manner  he  has 
saved  the  profits  of  the  middleman  and  jobber; 
he  handles  about  a  carload  a  month,  and  in  the 
five  years  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  that  en- 
terprise he  has  purchased  more  than  three  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  grain.  He  was  formerly 
interested  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements 
and  machinery.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Golden  Cross  Lodge,  Brattleboro.  Mr.  Con- 
verse is  now  (1903)  serving  his  fourth  term  as 
a  member  of  Putney  board  of  selectmen. 

Mr.  Converse  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Georgianna  Heath,  a  daughter  of  J.  Bradlee  and 
Lucctta  (Pulsifer)  Heath.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Charles,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Florence  M.  and 
Charles  Avalon  Converse. 

JEROME  V.  SHAW. 

Jerome  V.  Shaw,  of  Putney,  is  a  successful 
and  prosperous  farmer  and  dairyman,  owning  a 
highly  productive  and  finely  improved  farm.  A 
native  of  this  town,  he  was  born  November  6, 
1837,  a  son  of  Varnum  Shaw,  and  a  grandson  of 
William  Shaw,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Varnum  Shaw,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  lived  in 
Putney  until  his  death  in  1859.  He  was  a  Free- 
mason, and  very  prominent  in  the  order.  Of  his 
union  with  Louisa  Lord,  six  children  were  born, 
namely :  Weston  died  in  childhood ;  Benjamin 
married,  first,  Harriet  TafT,  and,  second,  Lydia 
Benton:  William  married  Mary  Hubbard; 
George  married  Mary  Stanton ;  Jerome  V. ;  and 
Harriet  married  George  Sabin.    The  mother 
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survived  her  husband,  dying  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years. 

Jerome  V.  Shaw  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  Engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits  from 
early  manhood,  he  labored  energetically,  exercis- 
ing good  judgment  and  prudence,  and  has  met 
with  a  well  deserved  success  in  his  efforts.  Since 
taking  possession  of  his  present  farm  he  has 
made  improvements  of  an  excellent  character, 
entirely  remodeling  the  house,  the  greater  part 
of  which  is  new,  erecting  a  barn  ninety  by  forty 
feet,  a  tobacco  storehouse  seventy  feet  long,  and 
a  corn  crib  twenty-six  by  twenty  feet,  these 
buildings  having  all  been  put  up  soon  after  the 
memorable  flood  of  i86r,  when  the  Connecticut 
burst  its  banks,  and  destroyed  those  previously 
erected.  Mr.  Shaw  applies  himself  to  the  various 
branches  of  farming,  but  makes  a  specialty  uf 
raising  popcorn,  harvesting  from  twenty-five  hun- 
dred to  twenty-eight  hundred  bushel  baskets  full 
annually  from  about  thirty  acres,  and  keeping 
from  fifty  to  sixty  head  of  cattle,  producing  large 
quantities  of  milk,  which  he  ships  to  Boston.  In 
the  management  of  his  farming  interests  he  em- 
ploys three  men  during  seedtime  and  harvest, 
keeping  but  twb  in  the  winter  season. 

Mr.  Shaw  married,  June  7,  1865,  Adelaide 
Joslyn,  who  was  born  in  Putney  in  1841,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Caroline  (Rumrill) 
Joslyn,  pros|>eroHs  members  of  the  farming  com- 
munity of  this  town,  in  which  both  spent  their 
entire  lives,  Mr.  Joslyn  dying  March  24,  1878, 
aged  eighty-four  years,  and  Mrs.  Joslyn,  on  Jan- 
uary 22,  1878.  They  reared  a  family  of  ten 
daughters,  namely  :  Betsey  married  David  Dru- 
ry  :  Caroline  married  Edward  Loud ;  Jane  mar- 
ried Herbert  Robbins;  Sarah  married  Asa 
I'hillips:  Elmira  married  Warren  Smith; 
Delphia  married  Samuel  Parker;  I.y.lia  mar- 
ried Klmer  Loud;  Abbic  married  Rev.  Al- 
l>ert  Gould;  Adelaide  is  now  Mrs.  Shaw; 
and  F.mma  married  Theodore  Lord.  Mrs. 
Shaw's  paternal  grandfather.  Job  Jo.slvn,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Vermont,  living  first 
in  Chesterfield,  and  later  on  West  Hill,  near  Put- 
ney, where  he  s]H-nt  his  last  years.  He  married 
l.\>lia  Wilson,  a  (laughter  of  Job  Wilson,  and 
tlu^  lHvame  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
low-- Benjamin.  Lydia,  Mary.  Sallie.  James. 
(  "lark,  Barton  and  Jarvis.    The  only  child  Ihtu 


of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  was  a  daugh- 
ter, Emma  Louisa,  who  married  George  Aplin, 
ami  died  in  1895,  aged  twenty-five  years. 

NOBLE  FINNEY  DUNSHEE. 

The  popular  merchant  of  this  name  in  Bristol 
is  one  of  those  men  everybody  likes  to  meet,  in- 
asmuch as  his  past  experiences  have  given  him  a 
fund  of  anecdotes  whose  recital  makes  him  a  most 
charming  companion.  He  spent  some  time  in 
California  at  the  most  interesting  period  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  famous  "forty- 
niners"  and  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  mining 
camp  life,  whose  characteristics  and  dramatic 
incidents  have  furnished  inexhaustible  material 
for  the  literary  genius  of  Bret  Harte  and  Mark 
Twain.  A  good  deal  of  what  happened  in  the 
then  turbulent  territory  was  seen  by  Mr.  Dun- 
shec,  and  he  came  in  contact  with  some  of  the 
actors  who  made  California  history  of  the  kind 
peculiar  in  the  early  fifties.  It  was  but  a  few 
years  after  the  discovery  of  gold  was  made, 
which  led  to  such  a  revolutionary  rush  as  has 
seldom  been  seen  in  the  civilized  world.  But 
besides  all  this,  Mr.  Dunshee  has  much  to  tell 
of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  figured  creditably 
and  conspicuously,  and  few  have  seen  life  in  all 
its  phases  and  moods  with  a  more  observant  eye 
than  the  genial  merchant  to  whom  this  biogra- 
phy is  devoted. 

Among  the  early  pioneers  contributed  to  Bris- 
tol town  by  that  fruitful  mother  of  colonists 
called  Connecticut,  was  Thomas  Dunshee,  who 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage.  He  settled  on  a 
farm  and  sjKnt  his  whole  life  in  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  agriculture.  He  married  Mary  Smith, 
who  died  in  1887  after  becoming  the  mother  of 
six  children.  Among  these  was  Robert  Dunshee, 
who  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  in  Bristol  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  which  he  made  a  livelihood  until  death 
cut  short  his  career  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years. 
He  married  Zylphia  Petlibone.  a  native  of  Bristol 
and  a  daughter  of  a  Connecticut  immigrant,  and 
to  this  union  we  are  indebted  for  the  birth  of  the 
gentleman  whose  life  story  is  now  to  occupy  our 
attention. 

Noble  I'.  Dunshee  was  liorn  in  Bristol,  April 
4.  1833.  and  twenty  years  afterward  made  the 
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trip  to  California  by  what  was  then  known  as  the 
"overland  route,"  to  distinguish  it  from  the  pas- 
sage by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  re- 
mained in  California  until  1854,  and  during  the 
subsequent  five  years  was  getting  his  first  knowl- 
edge of  the  mercantile  business  as  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  store,  in  Bristol.  In  1859  he  went  to  Colo- 
rado and  spent  two  years  in  the  mining  regions 
of  that  state,  after  which  he  returned  to  Bristol 
to  become  a  soldier  of  the  Union.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Fourteenth  Regiment. 
Vermont  Volunteers,  which  had  been  recruited  in 
and  around  Bristol  and  was  later  attached  to  the 
First  Army  Corps.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg with  his  company,  which  made  a  remark- 
ably gallant  record  in  that  terrible  struggle,  los- 
ing four  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  out  of  fifty 
present  for  duty.  As  their  enlistment  had  been 
only  for  nine  months,  he  was  mustered  out  in 
1863.  but  remained  in  the  government  service  as 
deputy  provost  marshal  at  Bristol.  He  spent 
some  time  in  Florida  securing  recruits  for  the 
negro  regiments  then  being  organized  by  the  gov- 
ernment and  at  the  close  of  the  war  began  deal- 
ing in  Merino  sheep  for  shipment  to  western 
markets.  This  occupation  continued  two  years 
when,  in  connection  with  others,  he  spent  some 
time  in  the  lumber  business,  but  disposed  of  his 
interests  in  1866  to  engage  in  merchandising.  In 
that  year  he  started  his  present  store  at  Bristol, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  pretentious  establish- 
ments in  the  place,  the  building  being  sixty  feet 
deep  by  fifty  wide,  containing  two  floors  and  fur- 
nishing employment  for  five  clerks.  In  1894  he 
took  in  L.  O.  Chapin  as  a  partner,  ami  now  has 
the  largest  stock  of  dry-goods  in  the  county,  his 
licing  the  leading  house  of  its  kind  for  miles 
around.  Mr.  Dunshee  is  a  Republican  and  has 
long  been  a  prominent  figure  in  local  politics. 
He  was  auditor  of  accounts  over  thirty  years 
and  sheriff  of  the  county  six  years,  being  elected 
for  three  consecutive  terms.  The  last  time  he 
made  the  race  he  received  every  vote  in  the  coun- 
ty, but  refused  the  nomination  after  that  term  was 
completed.  In  1863-4  lie  represented  the  town 
in  the  legislature  and  was  elected  to  the  senate 
in  1878.  He  may  be  described  as  "an  all-around 
good  citizen,"  whose  talent  and  energy  were  al- 
ways in  demand  and  found  equal  to  any  emerg- 
ency. 


In  1857  Mr.  Dunshee  was  married  to  Char- 
lotte, daughter  of  Henry  C.  Sopcr,  of  Bristol, 
and  they  have  two  children.  Jessie  Fremont,  the 
daughter,  married  Jesse  Stearns,  and  resides  in 
New  York.  She  has  two  sons,  Noble  B.  and  Car- 
rol R.  Harry  Dunshee  is  in  the  store  with  his 
father;  he  married  Miss  Mabel  Wills.  After  re- 
turning from  the  war,  Mr.  Dunshee  organized  a 
regiment  of  militia  in  his  native  county,  and  was 
made  its  colonel,  but  resigned  upon  going  west. 
As  a  veteran  of  the  vicil  war  he  holds  member- 
ship in  Walter  C.  Dunton  Post  No.  1 10,  G.  A.  R., 
and  has  attended  every  parade  for  thirty  years. 
He  has  also  been  connected  with  Masons  for 
many  years,  and  belongs  to  the  lodge  of  that  an- 
cient order  at  Bristol. 

GEORGE  FIELD  OTIS  KIMBALL. 

The  name  of  this  gentleman  is  one  which 
stands  conspicuously  forth  on  the  pages  of  Addi- 
son county's  political  history,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  efficient  financiers  and  officials 
of  this  section.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has 
l>een  an  honored  resident  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  actively  interested  in  all  measures  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  and  has  performed  his  full 
share  in  the  development  and  improvement  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Kimball  was  born  in  Burlington, 
Vermont,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1841,  but  to 
the  old  Bay  state  must  we  turn  for  his  paternal 
ancestry,  for  his  father,  Daniel  Kimball,  was  bom 
in  Littleton.  Massachusetts.  The  latter  was  a  son 
of  Daniel  Kimball,  who  bought  cattle  extensively 
in  Vermont  and  drove  them  to  Boston.  The  son 
Daniel  was  associated  with  him,  and  lived  in 
Burlington  a  short  time,  and  for  about  fifty  years 
was  a  well  known  farmer  in  Clarendon.  Rutland 
county,  Vermont.  He  was  active  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  progress  of  agriculture,  was 
prominent  as  a  breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and 
served  as  president  of  the  Rutland  County  Agri- 
cultural Society.  He  died  November  25,  1885, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  He  was  married,  June 
2A-  !^39-  to  Mary  Abigail  Field,  who  was  born 
October  30.  1816.  in  Wahhaiu,  Vermont,  and 
died  May  4.  1844.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  her  only  child.  Her  parents  were  George  and 
Sally  (Pier)  Field,  natives  and  life-residents  of 
Waltham.     Mr.   Kimball  subsequently  married 
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Mary  Ann  Lilibridge,  and  she  bore  him  a  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Abigail,  now  the  wife  of  David  C. 
Hicks,  of  North  Clarendon,  Vermont,  a  prom- 
inent horticulturist  of  the  state. 

George  F.  O.  Kimball  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  Vergennes,  and 
early  in  life  entered  upon  his  public  career,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  widely  recognized  as  a 
Democratic  leader  in  this  section.  For  fifteen 
years  he  held  the  office  of  assessor,  being  for  a 
time  chairman  of  the  board,  and  he  resigned  that 
office  to  assume  the  duties  of  postmaster  of  Ver- 
gennes, serving  in  that  position  during  Cleve- 
land's first  administration.  He  has  also  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  deputy  sheriff  of  Addison  county ; 
was  long  a  member  and  for  six  years  director  of 
the  school  board:  since  1896  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  assessors,  a  part  of  the  time 
being  also  chairman  of  the  board ;  has  served  as 
administrator  of  a  number  of  estates,  having  been 
trustee  of  the  Rankin  estate  in  1882;  and  served 
several  years  as  grand  juror.  In  1902  he  was 
elected  a  trial  justice.  In  all  his  public  positions 
he  has  been  true  to  duty  and  the  right,  and,  being 
a  man  of  strong  mentality,  keen  discernment, 
great  tact  and  resolute  purpose,  he  is  therefore 
well  fitted  for  the  political  honors  which  have 
been  conferred  upon  him.  His  business  interests 
have  also  been  capably  managed,  and  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  large  and  well  improved  farm  ad- 
joining the  city.  At  one  time,  from  1883  until 
1886,  he  owned  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle, 
having  brought  the  first  cattle  of  that  breed  to  this 
county,  and  in  both  his  farming  and  stock-raising 
interests  he  met  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 
He  also  does  considerable  business  as  an  auction- 
eer. 

In  1862  Mr.  Kimball  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Roxcy  C.  Champion,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
gennes, being  a  daughter  of  F.zra  S.  and  Jeanette 
Champion,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Cali- 
fornia. Mrs.  Kimball  was  one  of  six  children, 
and  by  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
elder,  George  F.,  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  New  York.  He  married  Ida  Wolf, 
of  Portland,  Maine.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kimball,  Mary  A.,  became  the  wife  of 
Jesse  B.  Powers,  a  dentist  in  Boston.  Mrs.  Kim- 
ball was  called  to  the  home  beyond  at  the  age  of 


fifty-four  years,  and  our  subject  afterward  mar- 
ried Eva  C.  Scovel,  a  native  daughter  of  Ver- 
gennes. her  parents,  Ezra  A.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Graves)  Scovel,  having  been  residents  of  this 
place.  The  former,  who  was  a  merchant  by  occu- 
pation, died  in  1881,  and  his  widow  now  makes 
her  home  with  Mr.  Kimball.  They  had  two 
children,  Mrs.  Kimball  and  Fred  E.,  the  latter  re- 
siding in  New  York  city.  Mr.  Kimball  has  held 
many  public  positions  in  addition  to  those  al- 
ready mentioned,  having  for  nine  years  served  as 
a  constable,  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  water 
commissioners  for  three  years,  and  in  1882  and 
1883  represented  his  town  in  the  state  legislature. 
No  one  in  the  community  enjoys  a  better  reputa- 
tion, and  when  a  man  stands  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people  who  have  known  him  during 
his  entire  life  no  greater  testimonial  to  his  worth 
can  be  given. 

FRANKLIN  HENRY  ORVIS. 

The  name  borne  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  been  identified  with  the  annals  of  American- 
history  from  the  early  colonial  epoch,  and  lias  be- 
come disseminated  in  the  most  diverse  sections 
of  the  Union,  though  New  England  undoubtedly 
still  retains  the  fullest  quota  of  its  representa- 
tives. In  the  beautiful  little  village  of  Manches- 
ter, in  the  fair  mountain  district  of  Vermont, 
the  name  was  signally  honored  by  the  life  and 
labors  of  the  late  Franklin  Henry  Orvis,  and  it 
is  with  his  branch  of  the  family  that  this  sketch 
will  have  more  particularly  to  do.  The  Ameri- 
can genealogy  is  traced  back  to  George  Orvis, 
who  came  either  from  England  or  Wales,  and 
from  the  eldest  of  his  three  sons,  Gad,  David 
and  Ebenezer,  the  line  is  traced  directly  to  Frank- 
lin H.  Orvis,  through  Gad,  Sr.,  Gad,  Jr.,  Will- 
iam and  Waitstil!  the  last  mentioned  being  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  The  line  from 
David,  son  of  George,  is  traced  down  through 
David,  Roger,  F.leazar,  Jesse,  Jesse,  Jr.,  and  E. 
E.  Orvis.  Eleazar  E.  Orvis  had  seven  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  all  born  in  Norfolk,  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  their  names  being  as  follows  : 
Reuben,  David,  Roger.  Eleazar,  Jr.,  Hannah, 
Phoebe,  Samuel,  Margaret,  Joseph,  Ruth,  Lydia, 
Hulda,  Eunice  and  Jesse.  Jesse  was  born  June 
1 1,  1797,  and  in  Sullivan,  Tioga  county,  Pennsyl- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


277 


vania,  was  married  to  Susan  Iloldcn,  his  children 
being  Prudence,  Lavina,  Jesse,  Jr.,  Eleazar  and 
Almond.  There  is  a  large  family  of  the  Orvis 
stock  at  South  Starksboro,  Vermont,  where  D. 
H.  Orvis  is  postmaster  and  a  merchant,  and 
where  also  resides  J.  H.  and  Albert  Orvis.  John 
Orvis,  son  of  Loren,  lives  at  Ferrisburg,  Ver- 
mont. 

From  the  old  family  Bible  of  Waitstill  Orvis 
we  secure  the  following  record:  Waitstill  Orvis 
was  born  December  2,  1755.  at  Northfield,  and 
December  17,  1777,  in  Brattlcboro,  Vermont, 
then  called  the  state  of  New  York,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Church,  who  was  born  in  West- 
field,  Massachusetts,  October  19,  1757.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  iheir  eleven  children 
are  as  follows :  Joseph,  born  December  30,  1778 ; 
Josephus,  February  28,  1780;  Malachi,  March 
6,  1782;  Waitstill,  Jr.,  June  26,  1784;  Billy. 
September  14,  1786;  Elihu,  October  25,  1788; 
John  Mills,  December  18,  1790;  Elizabeth,  March 
1°,  '793J  Francis,  April  15,  1795;  Simeon,  May 
30.  1797;  and  Levi,  May  19,  1799;  all  of  the 
children  having  been  born  in  Hinsdale,  Vermont, 
except  the  last  two,  who  were  born  in  Brattlc- 
boro. Of  the  marriages  of  the  children  the  fol- 
lowing record  is  given :  Josephus  Orvis  and  Re- 
becca Barney  were  married  in  Halifax,  Vermont ; 
Malachi  married  Clarissa  Clark  January  9,  1809, 
in  Dummerston,  Vermont;  Billy  married  Lucy 
Thomas,  in  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  in  March, 
1809 ;  Elihu  married  Lucina  C.  Upham,  February 
4,  1813,  in  Pawlet,  Vermont;  Waitstill  married 
Susan  Gremet,  in  January,  181 1,  in  the  city  of 
Savannah,  Georgia ;  John  Mills  married  Ann 
Loraby,  August  19,  181 1,  in  Guilford.  Francis 
Orvis  married  Levinah  Miller,  in  August,  1813. 
in  P.rattlelxiro.  Vermont ;  Simeon  married  Derexa 
Campbell,  January  20,  1824.  in  Marlboro,  Ver- 
mont; Levi  C.  married  Electa  Sophia  Purdy,  in 
January,  1823,  at  Manchester,  Vermont;  Eliza- 
beth Orvis  married  Elisha  Flint,  January  29. 
1815.  at  Brattleboro,  Vermont.  The  family  death 
list  is  thus  entered:  Waitstill  Orvis  died  Octo- 
ber 11,  1823,  in  Brattleboro;  Joseph,  May  30, 
1795,  in  the  same  town;  Waitstill,  Jr.,  was 
drowned  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  August 
29.  1815;  Elizabeth  Flint  died  at  Brooklyn.  Ver- 
mont. March  1.  1826;  Elizabeth  (Church)  Orvis 
died  September  12,  1832,  in  Dummerston.  Ver- 


mont; Levi  C.  died  September  25,  1849,  in  Phila- 
delphia; Malachi,  October  19,  1854,  in  Dickin- 
son, New  York;  Josephus,  December  25,  1855, 
in  Newfane,  Vermont;  Billy,  August  25,  1855; 
and  John  Mills,  November  19,  1863,  at  Salem, 
Wisconsin. 

Elihu  Orvis,  son  of  Waitstill,  lived  in  Gran- 
ville, New  York,  about  1820-40,  and  of  his  mar- 
riage to  Lucina  C.  Upham  four  children  were 
born,  namely:  Joseph  Upham,  Ann  Eliza,  Phil- 
ander Dcnslow  and  Catharine  Upham.  They  re- 
moved to  Troy,  New  York,  soon  after  1840. 
Joseph  U.  Orvis  married  Mary  E.  Nazro,  of 
that  city,  and  they  had  seven  children:  Mary, 
Charles  Eustis,  Henry  (who  died  young),  Henry 
Paine,  Edward  Waitstili,  Belle  and  Harriet. 
Philander  D.,  son  of  Elihu  Orvis,  married  a 
Miss  Girardin,  about  1853,  and  they  lived  in 
Paris,  France.  Charles  Eustis  and  Edward  Wait- 
still Orvis  arc  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
in  New  York  city,  under  the  firm  name  of  Orvis 
Brothers  &  Company. 

In  the  village  of  Manchester,  Vermont,  no 
man  was  held  in  higher  esteem  than  Franklin 
H.  Orvis,  who  died  very  suddenly  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1900,  from  an  attack  of  neuralgia 
of  the  heart,  and  in  this  connection  we  can  not 
perhaps  do  better  than  to  make  excerpt  from  the 
current  edition  of  the  Manchester  Journal  in 
noting  and  deploring  his  demise: 

"In  his  death  every  one  in  the  town  and 
village  has  a  feeling  of  personal  loss.  This  was 
shown  by  the  large  attendance  at  the  funeral 
services,  which  were  held  on  Monday  afternoon 
(December  3d),  the  large  Congregational  church 
being  filled  with  townspeople  who  had  come  to 
show  their  love  and  respect  for  the  deceased. 
Many  also  came  from  out  of  town,  and  many 
telegrams  and  letters  of  condolence  were  re- 
ceived from  all  parts  of  the  county,  from  promi- 
nent men,  friends  of  the  deceased,  who  had  been 
guests  or  employees  of  the  Equinox  House.  Rev. 
Dr.  George  T.  Smart  conducted  the  funeral  serv- 
ices, which  were  simple  and  impressive.  He  paid 
an  eloquent  and  deserved  tribute  to  the  character 
of  the  decedent  and  referred  to  his  great  influence 
in  shaping  and  contributing  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  town  and  village. 

"Mr.  Orvis  was  born  in  Manchester.  July 
12,  1824,  being  the  eldest  son  of  Levi  Church 
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Orvis  and  his  wife,  Electa  Sophia  (Purdy)  Or- 
vis,  the  latter  being  a  descendant  of  Reuben 
Purdy,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Manchester.  His 
father  and  grandfather  were  natives  of  Vermont. 
It  was  in  his  father's  store  that  Mr.  Orvis  ob- 
tained his  early  business  education,  but  he  also 
attended  the  common  schools  of  the  town,  the 
Burr  Seminary  and  the  Union  Village  Academy, 
at  Greenwich,  New  York,  finishing  at  the  latter 
in  1842,  being  then  eighteen  years  of  age.  The 
next  two  years  were  spent  in  Wisconsin  and  Illi- 
nois, in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  in  1844  he  went 
to  New  York  city  as  a  clerk  in  the  wholesale 
dry-goods  house  of  Marsh  &  Willis,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  about  two  years.  In  1846  Mr. 
Orvis,  in  association  with  Elijah  M.  Carrington, 
engaged  in  the  business  of  wholesale  dealing  in 
dry-goods,  with  which  business  he  was  connected 
until  about  the  year  i860,  then  retiring  to  give 
his  entire  attention  to  the  dry-goods  business." 

On  November  17,  1852,  Mr.  Orvis  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Whitin,  daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  Massa- 
chusetts. Mrs.  Orvis  and  five  sons  are  left  to 
mourn  the  death  of  husband  and  father.  The 
eldest  son,  Paul  W.,  is  manager  of  the  Grosvenor 
Hotel,  Fifth  avenue  and  Tenth  street,  New  York 
city;  Edward  C.  and  William  F.  have  the  man- 
agement of  the  Equinox  House,  in  Manchester, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  attractive  summer 
hotels  in  the  country;  George  A.  is  manager  of 
the  Osborne  apartment  house,  at  Fifth  avenue 
and  Fifty-seventh  street,  New  York  city;  and 
Louis  C.  is  abroad.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Orvis  was  Paul  Whitin,  who  came  to  Whitins- 
ville, Massachusetts,  in  an  early  day,  having  been 
a  blacksmith  and  machinist.  His  son,  Paul, 
father  of  Mrs.  Orvis,  here  began  the  manufac- 
turing of  cotton  cloth,  and  built  up  a  large  busi- 
ness, which  was  still  being  extensively  carried 
on  at  the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  He  married  Sarah  Chapin,  and  of 
their  five  children  two  are  living :  Mrs.  Orvis 
and  her  sister  Annie,  who  resides  in  Whitins- 
ville, Massachusetts. 

Levi  Church  Orvis,  son  of  Waitstill  Orvis, 
and  father  of  Franklin  II.  Orvis,  came  to  Man- 
chester in  1820,  later  removing  to  Arlington, 
whence  he  eventually  returned  to  Manchester, 
where  he  purchased  a  store,  which  was  located 


where  the  Equinox  House  now  stands.  This 
building  was  built  of  brick,  and  the  front  wall 
is  a  part  of  the  present  hotel  structure,  although 
this  could  not  be  readily  discovered  in  viewing 
the  beautiful  building.  Levi  C.  Orvis  was  post- 
master of  the  town  for  many  years,  and  subse- 
quent to  1833  utilized  for  his  office  the  location 
where  the  hotel  office  is  now  found.  He  also 
owned  a  marble  quarry  and  did  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  this  line.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in 
town  affairs,  and  held  many  offices  in  the  state 
militia,  having  been  ensign  in  1830;  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Franklyn  Independent  Artillery  in 
1832,  while  in  the  following  year  he  was  captain 
of  this,  which  was  a  part  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, First  Brigade,  Second  Division.  He  was 
aide-de-camp  to  Major  General  M.  Roberts,  of 
the  Second  Division,  and  his  commission  was 
signed  by  Thomas  A.  Palmer,  governor,  as  was 
also  his  warrant  for  justice  of  the  peace,  an  office 
he  held  for  many  years,  both  these  interesting 
documents  being  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  He  was  known  as  Captain  Orvis  and 
was  a  man  unequivocally  esteemed  in  the  com- 
munity.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years. 

Reverting  again  to  the  honored  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  to  his  identification  with  the 
Equinox  Hotel,  we  again  quote  from  the  Man- 
chester Journal:  "The  Equinox  was  opened  to 
the  public  almost  fifty  years  ago,  and  though  its 
business  was  comparatively  small  at  first,  marking 
the  inception  of  the  summer  hotel  business  in  Ver- 
mont, it  soon  grew  in  popularity  and  was  well  pa- 
tronized. In  establishing  the  enterprise  Mr.  Orvis 
encountered  many  obstacles  that  would  have  dis- 
couraged most  men,  but  he  persevered  until  they 
were  all  overcome,  and  the  house  has  long  been 
one  of  the  most  popular  summer  hotels  in  the 
country.  In  1872,  learning  from  some  of  the 
guests  who  had  been  in  Florida,  that  the  winter 
climate  there  is  fine  but  that  the  hotels  were  very 
inferior,  he  decided  to  show  the  southerners  how 
to  keep  a  hotel,  and  took  the  management  of  the 
St.  James  in  Jacksonville.  The  house  was  well 
patronized,  and  he  soon  afterward  purchased  the 
Putnam  House,  at  Palatka,  which  he  kept  open 
during  the  winter  seasons  untd  it  was  burned  in 
1884.  From  1881  until  1891  he  also  conducted 
the  Windsor  Hotel  at  Jacksonville,  a  house  that 
gained  the  grealcst  popularity.    Finding  tliat  in- 
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creasing  years  made  (he  Florida  business  too  bur- 
densome, he  gave  it  up,  but  not  until  he  was 
regarded  as  the  pioneer  of  winter  hotel  business 
in  the  south,  as  he  had  been  of  the  summer 
business  in  Vermont." 

At  the  time  of  his  death  the  editor  of  the 
National  Hotel  Reporter  concluded  a  most  ap- 
preciative tribute  in  the  following  words:  "Frank- 
lin H.  Orvis  was  a  sturdy  New  Englander,  a  man 
of  strong  w  ill,  clear  brain,  bright  mind,  well  de- 
fined ideas  on  public  matters,  a  stanch  Republican 
in  politics,  a  capable  business  man,  a  hotel-keeper 
of  originality,  rare  skill  and  great  sagacity;  a 
good  citizen,  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and  a 
generous  and  just  father.  In  his  demise  Ver- 
mont loses  one  of  her  best  citzens,  and  there 
is  removed  from  the  ranks  of  American  hotel - 
keepers  one  of  the  most  unique,  progressive  ami 
talented  men  who  ever  welcomed  the  coming  and 
speeded  the  parting  guest." 

Continuing,  the  Journal  farther  says:  "Mr. 
Orvis  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  na- 
tional affairs,  and  was  a  thorough  patriot  and  a 
most  loyal  Vermontcr.  Few  men  in  the  country 
had  a  more  profound  knowledge  of  political  mat- 
ters or  could  give  a  better  reason  for  political 
faith.  He  never  sought  office,  but  was  twice 
elected  to  the  state  senate,  where  he  served  with 
credit.  He  was  a  strong  Republican  and  thor- 
ough-going protectionist,  and  was  always  ready 
with  strong  arguments  for  those  of  opposite  polit- 
ical faith.  Mr.  Orvis  was  a  man  of  untiring 
energy.  He  loved  to  work  himself  and  he  loved 
to  see  others  work.  He  wanted  to  sec  no  idle 
men,  and  often  planned  his  business  to  give  work- 
to  those  who  needed  it.  Generous  of  heart,  he 
was  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  one 
worthy  of  aid.  Many  a  poor  man  and  many 
a  poor  family  has  cause  to  remember  him  with 
gratitude.  It  is  in  the  town  and  village  of  Man- 
chester where  Mr.  Orvis  will  be  most  missel 
and  longest  remembered.  The  growth  of  our 
summer  business  has  been  due  almost  entirely  to 
him.  There  has  been  no  public  improvement  in 
which  he  has  not  taken  the  lead  and  borne  a 
good  share  of  the  expense.  In  short,  all  thai 
makes  Manchester  especially  attractive  is  due 
largely  to  his  foresight,  energy  and  liberality." 

It  may  well  be  said  of  Mr.  Orvis  that  he  was 
strong  in  his  convictions,  but  not  intolerant.  He 


was  always  firm  in  the  defense  of  right,  but  there 
was  no  room  in  his  heart  for  revenge.  Flattery 
could  not  cajole  him  into  compromise,  nor  power 
awe  him  into  silence.  All  men  were  his  brothers 
when  their  cause  was  just,  and  all  sufferings  were 
his  own  when  there  arose  affliction,  misfortune 
or  disaster,  and  he  well  exemplified  the  lines: 
"The  bravest  are  the  tenderest ;  the  loving  are  the 
daring."  He  died  lamented  by  a  community  and 
by  all  who  had  known  and  appreciated  sterling 
character,  as  shown  by  him  in  all  the  relations 
of  life. 

Edward  C.  Orvis,  who  is  manager  of  the 
magnificent  hotel  enterprise  built  up  by  his  father, 
was  born  in  Whitinsville,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
18th  of  May,  1858,  and  in  his  native  town  he 
passed  his  early  years,  as  have  also  each  of  the 
other  four  children.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  and  later  entered  \\  illiston  Seminary  at 
Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  after  which  he  be-  - 
came  identified  with  the  hotel  business  conducted 
by  his  father,  continuing  to  remain  concerned  in 
the  conducting  of  the  Equinox  House  until  the 
death  of  his  father;  since  that  time  has  acted  as 
manager  of  the  house,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  in  the  old  Green  Mountain  state,  its 
attractions  as  a  place  of  summer  residence  un- 
rivaled, while  it  draws  its  patronage  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  exclusive  guests.  Under 
the  direction  and  with  the  co-operation  of  his 
mother,  Mr.  Orvis  has  had  the  hotel  fitted  with 
the  finest  of  modern  improvements  and  furnish- 
ings, and  thus  its  attractions  are  those  of  the  l>est 
metropolitan  hotels,  with  the  surroundings  of  the 
idyllic  mountain  region  and  the  beautiful  New 
England  village  in  which  the  hotel  is  situated. 
Mr.  Orvis  is  essentially  public-spirited  and  in 
politics  gives  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  served  as  selectman  of  the  town 
and  in  1890  represented  the  town  in  the  legis- 
lature of  the  state,  while  his  brother  Paul  was 
elected  to  the  same  position  lour  years  later. 

In  1883,  Edward  C.  Orvis  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  L.  Woods,  who  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  being  the  (laughter  of  Samuel 
H.  Woods,  who  was  born  in  Ashburnhani. 
Massachusetts,  and  who  was  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  in  Boston  for  many  years;  he  died  in 
1872.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Julia 
Carsley,  and  she  was  bom  in  Maine,  and  of  their 
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union  four  children  were  born:  Mary  L.,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Orvis:  Alice,  the  wife  of  A.  F. 
Howell,  of  Boston ;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  John 
H.  Howell,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts;  and 
Agnes,  the  wife  of  G.  A.  Martin,  of  Yonkcrs, 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orvis  have  two  daugh- 
ters: Edna,  in  the  junior  year  of  Wellesley  Col- 
lege ;  and  Sarah,  who  remaines  at  the  parental 
home. 

ADN'A  LYMAN  CHILDS. 

Adna  Lyman  Quids,  of  Wilmington,  is  act- 
ively identified  with  its  mercantile  interests  as 
the  proprietor  of  a  fruit,  confectionery  and  gro- 
cery store.  A  native  of  this  town,  he  was  born 
August  26,  1834,  a  son  of  the  late  Adna  R. 
Childs.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Major  Adna 
Childs,  served  in  the  war  of  181 2,  being  com- 
missioned as  a  major  in  the  army  ;  he  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  living  in  Wilmington  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years ;  he  and 
his  wife,  Hannah  Lamb,  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  none  of  whom  survive. 

Adna  B.  Childs  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Ver- 
mont, in  1799,  and  grow  to  man's  estate  on  the 
ancestral  homestead.  Beginning  the  battle  of 
life  as  a  merchant,  he  located  first  on  Town  Hill. 
Wilmington,  then  went  to  Boston,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  bakery  business  for  awhile ;  going 
to  Zoar  he  operated  a  card  and  cloth-dressing  mill 
in  company  with  Otis  Shumway  for  awhile,  after- 
wards being  in  trade  with  a  brother,  Freeman 
Childs,  for  a  short  time.  Locating  then  in  what 
is  now  the  village  of  Wilmington,  he  established 
the  first  store  in  the  place,  building  it  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  C.  M.  Russell. 
Disposing  of  that  property  to  his  brother,  Free- 
man W.  Childs,  he  built  and  occupied  several 
stores,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  the  firm  being  then  known  as  Childs, 
Stanley  &  Sargent.  During  the  latter  years  or 
his  life  he  dealt  in  men's  clothing,  making  a 
specialty  of  custom-made  suits,  employing  five 
men  in  the  tailoring  department.  He  was  *» 
stalwart  member  of  the  Democratic  part> .  and 
held  various  local  offices,  serving  as  lister  for  a 
number  of  terms,  as  deputy  sheriff,  and  for  forty 
vears  was  postmaster.    For  a  number  of  years  he 


was  deacon  of  the  Universalist  church.  Of  his 
union  with  Hannah  Lamb,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Lamb,  a  Wilmington  farmer,  twelve  children 
were  born,  of  whom  eight  are  living,  as  fol- 
lows :  Henry  W.,  of  California ;  Ann  and  Mary 
Jane,  residing  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts; 
Adna  L. ;  A.  P.,  of  Bennington ;  Esther  H.,  wife 
of  Congressman  Haskins,  of  Brattlcboro;  Sarah 
M.,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Kidder,  of  Giicago;  and 
Frederick,  of  Brattleboro.  The  father  was  a 
thirty-third  degree  Mason. 


ADNA  LYMAN  CHILDS. 

Adna  L.  Childs  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Wilmington,  where  he  was  subse- 
quently in  business  for  some  time.  He  was  after- 
wards engaged  in  the  bakery  and  grocery  business 
in  Boston,  going  from  there  to  Minnesota,  where 
he  spent  a  year.  Returning  to  Wilmington  in 
1857,  he  located  in  his  present  store,  where  he 
has  since  continued,  being  probably  the  oldest 
business  man  in  point  of  service  in  southern  Ver- 
mont.   Adhering  to  the  political  faith  in  which 
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lie  was  reared,  Mr.  Childs  is  a  loyal  Democrat, 
and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
tention. 

Mr.  Childs  married,  in  1861,  Annette  Fox, 
who  was  born  in  Woodford,  Bennington 
county,  Vermont,  February  14,  1840,  and 
died  April  29,  1875.  Her  father,  Alonzo 
Fox,  who  for  forty  years  was  a  hotel- 
keeper  in  Woodford,  died  in  Bennigton, 
Vermont,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  while 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Philena 
Knight,  survived  him,  living  to  the  age  of  eighty 
years ;  they  were  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Scott,  of  Bennington;  and 
Mrs.  Childs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Childs  have  one 
son,  Frank.  Frank  Childs  was  educated  in  Wil- 
mington and  at  Brattleboro,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  J.  Estcy  &  Company,  as  organ  and 
piano  tuner  until  1896,  when  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  father,  being  junior  member  of 
the  firm,  which  is  known  as  A.  L.  Childs  &  Son. 
He  married  Jennie  Bowker.  daughter  of  Elijah 
Bowker,  a  farmer  in  Wilmington,  and  they  have  a 
son,  Harold  Lyman  Childs,  and  a  daughter,  Eliz- 
abeth Annette  Childs.  Mr.  Childs  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Univcrsalist  church,  and  he 
is  connected  with  the  church  choir. 

JUDGE  JAMES  WARREN  BARNES. 

The  name  of  Judge  James  W.  Barnes  is  deep- 
ly engraved  on  the  pages  of  the  history  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  for  through  many  years  he 
has  been  a  most  important  factor  in  the  agri- 
cultural and  financial  interests  of  his  locality.  He 
is  now  living  retired  in  his  pleasant  home  in  Ver- 
gennes,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  that  earnest 
labor  has  brought  to  him.  Judge  Barnes  was 
born  in  Fcrrisburg.  Vermont,  on  the  nth  of 
February,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  James  Barnes, 
also  a  native  of  that  town,  and  a  grandson  of 
Joshua  Barnes.  The  latter  was  born  in  Tarry- 
town,  Westchester  county,  New  York,  but  in  1789 
he  came  on  horseback  to  Ferrisburg,  Vermont, 
where  his  father  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers, 
and  the  journey  hither  was  made  by  following 
marked  trees,  as  no  roads  had  then  been  built. 
Joshua  Barnes  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  in 
that  locality,  and  agriculture  continued  to  be  his 
vocation  through  life,  his  lal>ors  being  ended  in 


death  in  Ferrisburg  when  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Hubbs,  was  a  native  of 
New  York  city.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
nine  children,  Joshua,  Phebe,  Patience,  Jackson, 
Richard,  James,  Hannah,  Isaac  and  Fannie.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  November  9,  1764,  died 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1836,  while  the  father, 
l>orn  September  15,  1753,  survived  until  the  10th 
of  December,  1838,  when  he,  too,  passed  into 
eternal  rest. 

James  Barnes  was  born  September  7,  1797, 
in  Ferrisburg.  He  also  followed  the  noble  art  of 
husbandry  as  a  life  occupation,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Ferrisburg,  Vermont,  when  he  had 
reached  the  seventy-fifth  milestone  on  the  jour- 
ney of  life.  He  took  a  prominent  and  active  in- 
terest in  the  public  affairs  of  his  locality,  held  all 
the  town  offices  and  represented  his  town  in  the 
legislature  in  1852-3.  As  a  companion  on  the 
journey  of  life  he  chose  Elizabeth  Morgan,  who 
was  born  in  1796,  and  was  a  daughter  of  David 
Morgan.  The  latter  was  born  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1752,  and  died  April  10,  1839,  while 
his  wife  was  born  in  1758  and  died  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1835.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  became  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  Hannah,  Margaret  D., 
Sarah.  David,  James  F.,  Thomas,  Tryphena, 
Charles,  Elizabeth,  Harmon  and  Julia.  Mrs. 
Barnes  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1868,  dying 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
of  which  she  was  a  loyal  member  and  in  which 
M r.  Barnes  long  held  the  office  of  steward. 

James  W.  Barnes,  the  only  child  of  his  par- 
ents, spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  attending  its  common  schools  and 
academy,  and  later  became  a  student  in  a  select 
school  at  Vergennes  and  still  later  in  the  academy 
at  Shelburne.  With  this  excellent  education  he 
was  able  to  engage  in  the  occupation  of  school 
teaching,  which  he  followed  in  Charlotte,  Ferris- 
burg, New  Haven  and  Vergennes,  thus  covering 
four  winter  terms,  completing  the  last  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority.  He  continued  to  engage 
in  farming  in  Ferrisburg  until  his  removal  to 
Vergennes  in  1879.  In  1849  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Philena  L.  Hanks,  a  native  of  Addi- 
son, Vermont,  and  three  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  Nellie,  now  deceased ;  Carrie,  the  wife 
of  R.  D.  Booth,  of  Ferrisburg;  and  Charles  W., 
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who  is  employed  with  the  largest  wooden-ware 
company  in  the  United  States,  at  Menasha,  Wis- 
consin. The  eldest  became  the  wife  of  James  I. 
Scott,  and  lived  some  years  at  Menasha.  Wiscon- 
sin, dying  at  Marinette,  same  state,  October  7, 
1883,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Booth  have  a  son,  Frederick  D„  now 
a  resident  of  Ferrisburg,  Vermont.  Mrs.  James 
W.  Barnes  died  April  25.  1862,  in  Ferrisburg. 
For  his  second  wife  Judge  Barnes  chose  Helen 
Wentworth,  of  Starksboro,  Vermont,  and  she  was 
called  to  the  home  beyond  in  1897.  One  son, 
James  W..  Jr.,  blessed  this  union,  and  he  is  now 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Troy,  New  York. 
He.  married  Ruth  Goss.  Judge  Barnes  is  widely 
recogni?ed  as  a  Republican  leader,  who  has  la- 
bored earnestly  for  the  success  of  his  party,  and 
has  many  times  been  honored  by  his  fellow 
townsmen  to  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He 
was  called  upon  to  serve  as  a  selectman,  as  as- 
sessor, as  superintendent  of  schools,  and  in  1868- 
69-70  lie  represented  Ferrisburg  in  the  state 
legislature.  In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  high 
position  of  senator,  and  two  years  previously  was 
a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention.  For 
many  years  he  also  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  was  made  assistant  judge  in  1888,  was 
subsequently  appointed  to  that  position  to  fill  out 
an  unexpired  term.  Judge  Barnes  is  a  man  of 
strong  mentality,  keen  discernment,  great  tact 
and  resolute  purpose,  and  is  therefore  well  fitted 
for  the  political  honors  which  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  him.  His  business  interests  have  also 
been  capably  managed  and  have  brought  to  him 
the  handsome  competence  which  to-day  enables 
him  to  live  retired.  He  commands  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  men  by  his  sterling  worth,  and  Ver- 
mont numbers  him  among  her  honored  sons. 

ELIZABETH  and  ABBIE  A.  HARD. 

Elizabeth  and  Abbie  A.  Hard,  of  Arlington, 
Vermont,  were  born  and  educated  in  this  town, 
and  have  here  spent  their  lives.  They  are  of  good 
old  pioneer  ancestry,  being  great-granddaughters 
of  Zadock  Hard,  Sr..  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  this  section  of  the  state,  granddaughters  of 
Zadnck  Hard.  Jr.,  and  daughters  of  Oran  Hard. 

Zadock  Hard.  Sr..  removed  from  Xewtown. 
Connecticut,  to  Arlington.  Vermont,  in  1768,  fol- 
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lowing  the  trail  on  horseback.  Purchasing  a  tract 
of  land,  he  improved  a  farm  from  the  wilder- 
ness, and  for  many  years  was  a  tavern-keeper  on 
the  road  leading  to  Bennington.  He  did  much 
towards  advancing  the  interests  of  the  new  town 
in  which  he  had  located,  and  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  a  number  of  years.  He  married  Chloe 
Nobles,  a  native  of  Brookfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  after  her  death  married  a  widow,  Mrs.  Fenn. 
His  children,  all  born  of  his  first  marriage,  were 
as  follows :  Hannah :  Lemira :  Belus,  grandfa- 
ther of  George  B.  Holden,  of  whom  a  brief 
sketch  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Chloe ;  Lucy ;  Noble ;  Jesse :  Zadock,  Jr.,  the  next 
in  line  of  descent ;  Sylvanus  ;  and  Sarah. 

Zadock  Hard,  Jr.,  spent  his  eighty-eight 
years  of  earthly  life  in  Arlington,  where  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  held  in  high  respect  throughout  the  com- 
munity, as  a  man  of  honest  integrity ;  he  and  his 
wife  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
he  was  senior  warden  for  many  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Williams,  was 
born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Williams,  a  life-long  resident  of  that 
place.  Ten  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
two  of  whom  died  in  childhood,  Cyrenc  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  and  Zadock  when  six  years  old. 
Right  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  as  follows: 
Oran,  father  of  the  Misses  Hard ;  Sarah  Ann. 
deceased;  Hiram,  deceased:  Shaler  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  leaving  two  children, 
Clinton  and  Emily ;  Julia  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  vears;  Charles,  who  was  in 
business  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  died  in  Arlington,  Vermont,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years ;  Nathan  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years,  leaving  two  children.  Will- 
iam N..  of  Arlington,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Douglas, 
of  Saratoga,  New  York;  and  Susan,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Oran  Hard  grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental 
homestead,  and  on  attaining  his  majority  pur- 
chased an  adjoining  fann,  on  which  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety  years.  He  was  a  man  of  influence, 
active  in  public  matters,  rendering  the  town  ex- 
cellent service  for  a  numlier  of  terms  as  select- 
man. He  married  Beulah  Holden,  who  was  born 
in  Arlington,  a  daughter  of  John  Holden,  a  pio- 
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necr  settler  of  this  town.  John  Holden,  a  native 
01  Barre,  Massachusetts,  removed  from  there  to 
Arlington,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
homestead,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  demise, 
at  the  age  of  fourscore  years.  His  wife,  Abigail 
Chipman.  was  born  in  Sunderland,  Vermont,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  Chipman,  who  migrated  from 
Connecticut  to  Vermont,  becoming  a  pioneer 
of  Arlington.  Ten  children  blessed  their  union, 
namely :  Lucy ;  John ;  Cyrus  A.,  father  of  George 
B.  Holden;  Willard;  Abbie;  Amos;  Beulah,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Oran  Hard ;  Mary  Ann ;  Nel- 
son ;  and  Eliza. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oran  Hard 
three  children  were  born,  Elizabeth ;  Zadock.  a 
hardware  merchant  in  Arlington;  and  Abbie  A. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hard  had  a  happy  married  life  of 
more  than  half  a  century,  all  of  which  was  spent 
in  the  same  house.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  both  outlived  the  three- 
score and  ten  years  alloted  to  man,  Mrs.  Hard 
living  to  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

JOSEPH  WrCKHAM  FOWLER. 

Among  the  younger  men  of  Manchester  who 
have  made  a  substantial  and  valuable  impress 
upon  the  community  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
is  the  caption  of  this  biography.  He  is  a  son  of 
Judge  Harvey  Klapp  Fowler,  whose  personal  and 
ancestral  history  are  contained  in  this  work,  and 
was  born  in  Manchester,  Vermont,  on  the  15th 
day  of  May,  1857.  His  initial  schooling  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  at 
Burr  and  Burton  Seminary.  He  subsequently  at- 
tended the  famous  military  school  conducted  by 
Major  Bingham,  now  located  at  Asheville.  North 
Carolina.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  hon- 
ored father,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880.  In  addition  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  Mr.  Fowler  has  been 
identified  with  insurance  and  other  business  in- 
terests, to  which  he  has  devoted  a  large  share  of 
his  time.  He  projected  and  organized  the  Man- 
chester Water  Company  with  a  capital  stock  of 
forty  thousand  dollars,  and  has  acted  as  secre- 
tary of  the  company  since  its  incorporation. 

Mr.  Fowler  has  been,  since  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, a  Republican  of  the  stalwart  type,  and  has 
been  actively  identified  with  the  interests  of  his 


party  in  local,  town,  county  and  state  work.  He 
has  efficiently  filled  the  various  local  offices.  He  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  members 
of  the  Republican  district  committee,  and  was 
reelected  at  the  last  convention.  He  was  elected 
as  representative  of  Manchester  to  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1902  by  a  good  majority,  and  served  in 
the  judiciary,  railroads,  and  rules  committees. 

Mr.  Fowler  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Harriet  Dole,  daughter  of 
George  Dole  of  Salem,  New  York.  Mrs.  Harriet 
(Dole)  Fowler  died  January  13,  1881,  leaving 
one  child,  Arthur  Dole  Fowler.  Mr.  Fowler's 
second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Hattic  Walker, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Walker.  Of  this  marriage  he 
has  two  children :  Paul  W.  and  Earle  Fowler. 

DR.  WIN  FIELD  SCOTT  PHILLIPS. 

Dr.  Winficld  Scott  Phillips,  of  Arlington, 
Vermont,  was  born  in  Hanover,  New  York, 
December  9,  1841,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Marietta 
(Bennett)  Phillips,  the  former  mentioned  being 
also  born  in  Hanover,  where  his  childhood  days 
were  spent.  He  became  a  contractor,  and  fur- 
nished the  company  who  were  building  the  Wcl- 
land  canal  with  the  necessary  men.  The  Phillips 
family  came  down  the  Erie  canal  in  1849  on  a 
packet  from  Buffalo  to  Smith's  Basin,  near 
Sandy  Hill,  the  trip  occupying  three  weeks.  La- 
ter Charles  Phillips  removed  to  Pawlet,  Vermont, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  married 
Miss  Marietta  Bennett,  who  was  born  in  Pawlet, 
a  daughter  of  Aaron  C.  Bennett,  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  that  town,  where  he  farmed  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres. 
He  was  also  a  distiller  of  oils  and  essences.  His 
wife,  Nancy  Monroe,  born  in  Pawlet,  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  all  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Bennett  died  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one 
years,  and  his  wife  died  in  1846,  aged  eighty 
years.  Two  daughters  and  three  sons  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, namely:  Ellen  A.,  wife  of  Jerome  Gault, 
of  Arlington ;  Dr.  Winfield  S. ;  Henry  C,  a 
farmer  living  in  East  Wells,  and  who  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  Company  C, 
First  Vermont  Cavalry ;  and  George  W.,  engaged 
as  foreman  in  the  manufacturing  establishment 
of  A.  W.  Gray,  of  Middletown  Springs,  Vermont. 
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The  father  of  these  children  died  January  31, 
i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  while  on 
a  visit  to  his  son  at  Arlington,  and  his  wife  died 
in  her  fifty-fourth  year. 

Dr.  Winfield  Scott  Phillips  received  his  ini- 
tial schooling  at  Pawlet.  He  taught  school  for 
a  short  period,  and  then  commenced  the  duty  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Munroe,  of  West  Pawlet,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  latter  died.  He  then 
pursued  his  studies  with  Dr.  Moseley,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  in  September, 
1866.  entered  the  Albany  Medical  College.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Vermont  in  June,  1867.  For 
a  short  space  of  time  after  this  he  was  associated 
with  Dr.  Mosely  but  resigned  in  order  to  take 
a  special  course  in  the  University  of  Vermont. 
Subsequently  he  located  in  Arlington,  where  he 
has  built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice 
by  his  professional  skill  and  kindly  manners. 

Dr.  Phillips  favors  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  does  not  find  much  leisure 
time  to  devote  to  politics.  In  1890  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  legislature,  where 
he  gave  especial  attention  to  the  question  of  tem- 
perance, of  which  he  is  a  firm  advocate;  he  was 
also  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  insane. 
Dr.  Phillips  was  a  charter  member,  and  held 
the  position  of  censor  for  three  or  four  years, 
for  the  Union  Medical  Society,  was  president  of 
the  Pennington  County  Medical  Society,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Vermont  State  Medical 
Society,  and  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Fraternally  he  is  a  member,  and  for  six 
years  was  master  of  Red  Mountain  Lodge  No. 
63,  F.  &  A.  M.,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Adoniram 
Chapter,  Manchester;  of  Taft  Commandery  No. 
8,  Pennington,  where  he  served  one  year  as  dep- 
uty district  grand  master.  His  religious  mem- 
bership is  with  the  Episcopal  church  of  Arling- 
ton. 

Dr.  Phillips  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
lone  Phillips,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Burr  and  Bur- 
Sarrissa  (White)  Parsons,  of  Arlington.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Miss  Hallie 
lone  Philips,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Burr  and  Bur- 
ton Seminary,  Manchester.  Vermont,  and  St. 
Curry's  School  of  Expression,  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  is  now  of  the  faculty  of  the  Pres- 


byterian College  for  Young  Ladies  of  Columbia, 
South  Carolina,  holding  the  chairs  of  elocution 
and  physical  culture  of  that  institution.  The 
son,  Charles  Winfield  Phillips,  also  attended  the 
Burr  and  Burton  Seminary,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont  in  June,  1902,  and  is  now  (1903) 
associated  with  his  father  at  Arlington. 

FRANK  A.  RICH,  D.  V.  S.,  M.  D. 

Among  the  honored  representatives  of  the 
medical  profession  in  the  city  of  Burlington  is 
Dr.  Frank  A.  Rich,  whose  ability  in  his  pro- 
fession has  gained  him  marked  prestige,  while 
he  has  also  gained  distinctive  preferment  through 
his  talent  as  a  veterinary  surgeon,  having  fully 
prepared  himself  for  the  work  of  this  analogous 
branch  of  the  healing  science  prior  to  taking  his 
technical  medical  course,  and  he  is  now  incum- 
bent of  the  chair  of  veterinary  science  in  the  Ver- 
mont University,  in  Burlington,  dividing  his  time 
between  the  duties  of  this  professorship  and  the 
active  work  of  his  profession  as  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  scientific  and  liter- 
ary attainments,  and  his  position  in  the  commun- 
ity is  such  as  to  render  particularly  consistent  a 
brief  review  of  his  life  history  in  this  connection. 

Frank  A.  Rich  claims  the  old  Empire  State 
as  the  place  of  his  nativity,  having  been  born 
in  Avon,  Livingston  county,  August  2,  1861.  His 
father,  Edwin  F.  Rich,  was  likewise  born  in  that 
town,  and  the  family  name  has  been  long  identi- 
fied with  the  annals  of  the  commonwealth,  hav- 
ing been  established  in  America  in  the  colonial 
epoch.  The  grandfather  of  Dr.  Rich  was  Will- 
iam Rich,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  who  passed  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  in  Avon,  and  died  in  Michigan,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  the  last  yew  years  of  his  life. 
Edwin  F.  Rich  was  reared  and  educated  in  Avon, 
New  York,  and  has  followed  the  vocation  of  agri- 
culture from  his  youth  up.  being  now  one  of  the 
influential  and  honored  farmers  of  bis  native 
county.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  E.  Milliman, 
who  was  born  in  Avon,  a  daughter  of  Abiram 
Milliman,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer,  and  who 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
county,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
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forty-nine  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
summoned  to  eternal  rest  in  1886,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years,  having  been  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  with  which  her 
husband  is  also  connected.  She  left  two  chil- 
dren, Frank  A.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  re- 
view ;  and  Theodore  S.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
veterinary  college  at  Toronto,  Canada,  and  is 
now  a  government  inspector  of  livestock,  with 
headquarters  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Frank  A.  Rich  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
paternal  homestead,  in  Avon,  New  York,  and  his 
early  educational  training  was  secured  in  the 
public  schools.  After  completing  a  course  in  the 
high  school  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  Gen- 
esee YYesleyan  Seminary,  at  Lima,  New  York. 
Thereafter  he  was  for  a  time  identified  with  the 
drug  business  in  a  clerical  capacity,  and  in  1886 
he  matriculated  in  the  Ontario  Veterinary  Col- 
lege at  Toronto,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1889,  thoroughly  equipped  for 
the  active  work  of  this  profession,  having  been 
a  close  and  receptive  student.  Having  received 
his  degree  of  veterinary  surgeon,  Dr.  Rich  be- 
came imbued  wjth  a  desire  to  extend  the  scope 
of  his  technical  knowledge  and  to  prepare  him- 
self for  the  regular  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  with  which  end  in  view  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont at  Burlington,  where  he  completed  the  pre- 
scribed course  and  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  with  the  class  of  1893.  He  is 
well  read  as  a  physician,  is  a  discriminating  and 
able  surgeon,  and  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the 
advances  made  in  the  sciences  to  which  he  is 
giving  his  attention,  his  abilty  gaining  him  high 
standing  in  professional  ranks. 

Dr.  Rich  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, that  of  veterinary  medicine,  in  1889,  and 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  it  until  Septem- 
ber, 1 901,  when  he  was  tendered  and  accepted 
the  chair  of  veterinary  science  in  the  University 
of  Vermont  at  Burlington,  where  he  has  since 
done  most  effective  work,  proving  an  able  in- 
structor and  taking  marked  interest  in  advancing 
the  standard  of  professional  ability  in  this  line. 
His  classroom  work  and  original  investigation 
and  research  demand  a  considerable  portion  of 
his  time  and  attention,  but  he  still  devotes  him- 
self to  the  active  work  of  his  profession  as  a 
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physician  and  surgeon,  securing  a  representative 
clientage.  December  11,  1902,  his  high  ability 
was  recognized  in  his  appointment  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  board  of  cattle  commissioners,, 
for  a  term  of  two  years,  by  Governor  McCul- 
Iough.  In  this  capacity  he  travels  all  over  the 
state,  and  has  performed  a  great  deal  of  most 
useful  service.  Another  splendid  tribute  was 
paid  him  by  Secretary  Wilson  of  the  United 
States  department  of  agriculture,  who  appointed 
him  a  special  agent  for  the  investigation  of  foot 
and  mouth  disease  in  the  New  England  states. 
Recognized  as  the  most  accomplished  veterinarian 
in  Vermont,  Dr.  Rich  holds  a  pre-eminent  posi- 
tion in  the  American  Veterinarian  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  New  York  Veterinary  Medical  Asso- 
ciation; the  Vermont  Veterinary  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  is  at  the  present  time  presi- 
dent. 

As  a  physician  he  is  identified  with  the  Ver- 
mont State  Medical  Society  and  the  Burlington 
Clinical  Society.  Fraternally  Dr.  Rich  holds 
membership  in  the  ancient-craft  and  capitular 
bodies  of  Freemasonry,  being  identified  with 
Washington  Lodge  No.  3,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Bur- 
lington Chapter  No.  3,  R.  A.  M.,  in  Burlington ; 
also  being  an  honorary  member  of  the  Phi  Chi 
fraternity  of  the  university  in  which  he  was 
graduated,  and  the  Ethan  Allen  Club,  of  Bur- 
lington. In  politics,  though  never  a  seeker  for 
official  preferment,  the  Doctor  gives  a  stalwart 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
of  which  he  became  a  member  in  the  city  of  Roch- 
ester, New  York.  His  personal  traits  are  those 
of  the  cultured  gentleman,  and  his  broad  intelli- 
gence, fine  conversational  powers  and  affability 
of  manner  have  endeared  him  to  all  who  come 
in  contact  with  him,  whether  in  professional  re- 
lations or  in  social  intercourse. 

September  23,  1885,  Dr.  Rich  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Inez  L.  Lee,  who  was  born  in 
Naples,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Rodney  R. 
Lee,  an  influential  citizen  of  that  place,  and  her 
death  occurred  December  16,  1889.  June  6,  1895, 
Dr.  Rich  married  Miss  Anna  Varney,  who  was 
bom  in  Charlotte,  Chittenden  county,  Vermont, 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  William  H.  H.  Varney,  a 
venerable  and  distinguished  physician  of  that 
place  and  one  to  whom  specific  reference  is  made- 
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on  other  pages  of  this  work.  Of  the  first  mar- 
riage of  Dr.  Rich  was  born  a  daughter,  Leila 
L.,  and  of  his  second  marriage  were  born  three 
children,  Ethelinda  V.,  Robert  F.  and  Lucy  A., 
all  of  whom  remain  at  the  paternal  home. 

HENRY  MARTIN  TUTTLE. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  far-seeing 
and  successful  business  men  of  Vermont  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  His  life  history  most 
happily  illustrates  what  may  be  attained  by  faith- 
ful and  continued  effort  in  carrying  out  an  honest 
purpose.  Integrity,  activity  and  energy  have  been 
the  crowning  points  of  his  success,  and  his  con- 
nection with  various  business  enterprises  and  in- 
dustries has  been  a  decided  advantage  to  this 
section  of  Vermont,  promoting  its  material  wel- 
fare in  no  uncertain  manner. 

Henry  M.  Tuttle  was  born  in  Bennington  on 
the  15th  of  January,  1836;  his  father,  Hymen 
Tuttle,  was  born  in  Rowe.  Massachusetts,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated,  pursuing  his 
studies  in  the  public  schools.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  in  1828  he  removed  to 
Woodford,  Vermont,  where  for  some  time  he  was 
identified  with  building  interests.  Subsequently 
he  came  to  Bennington,  where  as  a  contractor 
and  builder,  he  contributed  in  large  measure  to 
the  improvement  and  progress  of  his  adopted 
city.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  was 
also  honored  with  higher  official  preferment, 
serving  lor  many  years  in  the  state  legislature  as 
a  representative  of  the  town  of  Woodford.  He 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Mount  An- 
thony Lodge,  F.  &-  A.  M.,  and  made  his  way 
forty  miles  through  the  woods  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  starting  by  way  of  stage  but  pursuing 
the  most  of  the  journey  on  horselxack  to  Mont- 
pelier.  to  attend  a  session  of  the  grand  lodge  of 
Mason-,  and  there  he  obtained  the  charter  for 
Mount  Anthony  Lodge  at  Bennington.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
his  life,  ever  upright  and  honorable,  commanded 
respect  and  won  the  friendship  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  As  a  companion  and 
helpmate  for  the  journey  of  life  he  chose  Dorcas 
Upton,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  arc  yet  living,  namely: 
Theresa,  the  widow  of  Joseph  H.  Loring:  Fidelia 


Sylvia,  who  makes  her  home  in  Giicago;  and 
Henry  M.  One  son,  Charles  J.,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, was  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
mowing  machine  business  in  Hoosick  Falls,  and 
at  his  death  left  three  children,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Prentice,  Fred,  and  Alice,  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Jones.  Hymen  Tuttle  died  March  24,  1870,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  1795,  and  his  wife  also  passed  away 
when  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Henry  M.  Tuttle  spent  his  early  youth  in 
Bennington,  and  in  the  common  schools  mastered 
the  branches  of  English  learning  usually  taught 
in  such  institutions.  At  an  early  age  he  began 
earning  his  own  livelihood  by  working  in  the 
Booth  wadding  mill  and  was  subsequently  con- 
nected with  the  United  States  Pottery.  I.ater 
he  was  engaged  with  Day  Surgical  Splint  Manu- 
facturing Company  for  three  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  he  became  superintendent 
of  a  cork  factory,  in  which  he  remained  for  ten 
years  under  different  proprietorships.  All  of 
these  industries  were  located  in  Bennington.  In 
1873  he  entered  into  partnership  with  J.  H.  Lor- 
ing in  the  transfer  business.  They  also  estab- 
lished a  livery  stable  and  later  a  coal,  lime,  ce- 
ment and  wood  yard.  In  its  various  departments 
their  business  proved  profitable,  a  liberal  patron- 
age being  secured.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Lor- 
ing. Mr.  Tuttle  has  had  entire  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  his  energy  and  resolute  purpose  are 
annually  adding  to  a  gratifying  income.  The 
coal  yard  was  established  in  May,  1874,  and  thus 
Mr.  Tuttle  is  the  third  oldest  coal  dealer  in  the 
town. 

On  November  21,  i860,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Henry  M.  Tuttle  and  Julia  A.  Lincoln,  who 
was  )>orn  in  New  York  city,  a  daughter  of  Ira 
and  Rebecca  Lincoln.  Her  father  was  a  traveling 
salesman:  her  mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years,  leaving  several  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Tuttle  is  the  eldest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttle 
had  one  daughter.  I.uella,  who  married  Fred 
Stickle*,  a  native  of  New  York,  now  acting  as 
foreman  fur  the  Lasher  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany;  thev  have  two  children,  Leila  and  Henry 
Tuttle  Stickles,  the  latter  named  for  his  grand- 
father. Mr.  Tuttle  is  deeply  interested  in  politi- 
cal  affairs,  recognizing  the  responsibilities  of  citi- 
zenship which  rest  upon  every  man.   He  endorses 
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Republican  principles,  and  upon  that  ticket  has 
been  elected  village  trustee  and  street  commis- 
sioner, having  held  the  latter  office  for  ten  con- 
secutive years,  1887-1897.  Mr.  Tuttle  well  de- 
serve* to  be  called  a  self-made  man.  He  entered 
upon  his  business  career  at  an  early  age  without 
capital ;  he  was  not  afraid  to  work,  and  gradually 
has  advanced  until  he  now  occupies  a  creditable 
and  honorable  position  in  business  circles  of  Ben- 
nington. 

BYRON*  F-  ATCHERSON. 

Byron  F.Atchcrson.  of  Westminster,  is  a  well 
known  business  man,  dealing  extensively  in  ve- 
hicles of  all  descriptions.  He  was  born  in  Rock- 
ingham, Vermont,  October  13,  1844,  a  son  of  Cap- 
tain Alexander  Atcherson,  Jr.  He  is  of  Irish 
ancestry,  his  great-grandfather,  William  Atcher- 
son. having  been  born  and  reared  in  Ireland.  He 
emigrated  to  America  as  a  British  soldier  but  de- 
serted and  afterward  joined  the  Americans  and 
fought  the  British. 

Alexander  Atcherson,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of 
Byron  F..  with  his  brothers  Thomas  and  William, 
came  from  Dublin,  New  Hampshire,  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vermont,  when  young  men,  and  Alexander 
was  there  engaged  in  fanning  until  his  death,  in 
1838.  He  married  Rebecca  Adams,  and  of  their 
seven  children  three  girls  died  when  from  eight- 
een to  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  Phcbe  Ann  married  Lorenzo  Fields; 
Captain  Alexander,  Jr. ;  William,  died  unmarried, 
at  the  age  of  thirty -five  years ;  and  George,  who 
married  Man-  Bollcs,  died  when  sixty  years  old. 

Captain  Alexander  Atcherson  was  born  in 
Rockingham,  Vermont,  where  he  lived  until  he 
was  fiftv-eight  years  of  age,  when  he  removed 
to  Westminster,  Vermont.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  also  carrying  on  a  successful  business 
for  many  vears  as  a  dealer  in  wool  and  fur.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  was  commissioned  captain 
of  Company  I.  Twelfth  Vermont  Volunteer  In- 
fantrv,  which  he  recruited,  and  the  regiment  par- 
ticipated in  several  important  engagements,  in- 
cltiding  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  was  a  man 
of  honor  and  worth,  and  a  valued  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  He  married  fir*t,  Olive  Chapin.  who 


died  in  early  womanhood,  twenty-eight  years  of 
age.  leaving  three  children,  Frances.  Elizabeth 
and  diaries.  He  married  second,  Rhoda  Farrar, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Farrar,  a  soldier  of 
the  war  of  181 2,  and  a  Vermont  farmer,  living  in 
Rupert,  where  he  reared  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  John,  Eunice,  Marcia,  Rhoda, 
Harriet,  Jackson.  Ruhama,  David,  Lyman, 
Maria,  and  one,  Maria,  that  died  in  infancy.  Of 
the  union  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  Rhoda  Atcherson 
three  children  were  born,  namely ;  Byron  F.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  Lucian,  a  traveling  sales- 
man, living  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois;  and  Delia, 
who  married  Charles  White,  of  South  Dakota, 
and  died  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Byron  F.  Atcherson  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town.  He  was  endowed  with  native  me- 
chanical ingenuity,  and  while  yet  a  boy  became 
familiar  with  the  use  of  such  tools  as  opportunity 
afforded,  and  began  his  active  career  as  a  carriage 
maker.  Locating  in  Westminster  in  1869,  he  pur- 
chased George  T.  Cobb's  factory,  which  he  oper- 
ated successfully  for  ten  years,  when  he  erected 
a  new  plant,  furnishing  it  with  modern  appliances, 
and  continued  the  manufacture  and  repair  of 
wagons,  carriages  and  sleighs  for  a  number  of 
years,  oftentimes  employing  eight  or  more  men 
in  his  work.  In  1895  he  leased  his  plant  for  three 
years,  then  sold  it  to  E.  C.  Wellman,  in  1898. 
With  the  exception  of  filling  social  orders,  Mr. 
Atcherson  now  does  no  manufacturing,  confin- 
ing his  attention  to  dealing  in  vehicles  of  all 
kinds,  handling  only  first-class  goods,  including 
the  Babcock,  the  Excelsior,  the  Union,  the  Gro- 
ton,  the  Waterloo,  and  those  of  the  Watertown 
Carriage  Company,  and  Sturtevant  and  Larra- 
bce's.  He  has  an  extensive  trade,  likewise,  in 
harness  and  horse-furnishings,  being  one  of  the 
leading  dealers  in  the  county.  Mr.  Atcherson  is 
a  sound  Republican  in  politics,  has  served  on  the 
local  school  board,  w  as  chairman  of  the  town  hall 
building  committee,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church. 

Mr.  Atcherson  married,  in  1874,  Eva  S.  Far- 
well,  of  Westminster,  a  daughter  of  Jasen  Far- 
well.  Three  children  have  blessed  their  union, 
namely:  Walter  M.,  Alice  M.  and  Cora  M.,  all 
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grown  up.  Waller  M.  niarrie<l  Clara  Belle  Ran- 
ney,  of  Westminister,  V  ermont ;  lie  is  a  machinist 
by  trade  and  lives  at  Claremont,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

ROBERT  BRUCE  ARMS. 

Robert  Bruce  Arms,  of  Burlington,  during 
a  long  and  active  career  as  leader  in  commercial 
affairs,  for  many  years  a  trusted  servant  of  the 
government,  and  during  the  Civil  war  period  a 
gallant  soldier,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born 
in  Brattleboro,  September  21,  1834.  His  parents 
were  Hinsdale  and  Thcda  Arms,  and  his  ances- 
tors were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  vil- 
lage in  which  he  was  born.  He  acquired  an  ex- 
cellent English  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  through  his  studious  habits  was 
enabled  to  add  largely  to  his  fund  of  knowledge, 
and  he  came  to  be  recognized  as  admirably  well 
equipped  for  both  business  and  social  life.  He 
completed  a  business  course  in  Comer's  Commer- 
cial College  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  engaged  in  a  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Brattleboro,  in  his  father's  establishment, 
first  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  and  afterwards  as  a 
partner. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  the  direc- 
tion of  his  life  was  changed.  The  firing  upon 
the  flag  appealed  to  his  patriotism,  and  he  gave 
himself  actively  to  the  work  of  recruiting  a  com- 
pany for  military  service,  which  became  Com- 
pany 15,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  Vermont  Volun- 
teers. His  enlistment  dated  from  August  11. 
1862.  and  he  was  commissioned  captain  August 
28,  declining  a  higher  commission  in  order  to  re- 
main with  the  men  whom  he  was  instrumental 
in  bringing  into  service,  and  to  whom  he  was 
closelv  attached.  Captain  Arms'  regiment  was 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
October  23,  1862,  and  during  the  ensuing  au- 
tumn and  winter  it  was  on  outpost  duty  in  the 
vicinity  of  Union  Mills,  Virginia.  lie  bore  a 
gallant  part  in  the  campaign  which  culminated 
in  the  glorious  but  dreadful  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. On  July  2,  1863.  he  led  his  company  on 
picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Second  Vermont  Bri- 
gade. Moving  towards  the  Emmitsburg  Pike, 
he  had  barely  time  to  partially  cover  his  men  in 
a  shallow  ditch,  when  he  received  a  heavy  volley 


from  the  enemy's  advance,  and  he  witnessed  die 
wounding  of  Captain  Foster,  who  had  been  sent 
by  General  Stannard  to  guide  the  company  to 
its  position.  Captain  Arms  at  once  deployed  his 
men  and  advanced  under  a  severe  fire,  connect- 
ing also  with  the  skirmishers  on  his  right.  Dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  day  the  company  was 
engaged  in  a  desultory  way ;  two  of  its  men  were 
severely  wounded,  and  a  prisoner  was  taken  from 
the  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Regiment.  In  the 
morning  of  the  next  day,  Captain  Arms'  com- 
pany was  ordered  to  the  support  of  a  battery  to 
the  left  of  the  famous  Cemetery  Hill,  where  the 
artillery  duel  was  the  fiercest.  While  so  engaged 
Captain  Arms  was  stunned  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell,  by  which  a  man  at  his  side  was  killed  and 
four  others  were  wounded,  two  of  them  mortally. 
This  incident  was  during  the  fierce  cannonading 
which  preceded  the  repulse  of  the  splendid  but 
disastrous  charge  made  by  Pickett  and  his  men. 
The  term  of  service  of  the  regiment  was  now 
almost  expired,  and  it  was  ordered  to  Vermont 
for  discharge,  but  was  detained  for  several  days 
in  New  York  city,  where  the  draft  riots  were  in 
progress. 

Captain  Arms  was  honorably  mustered  out 
October  10,  i8t\3.  The  splendid  record  he  had 
made  on  the  field,  his  fine  business  capabilities 
and  his  familiarity  with  military  affairs  found 
recognition  in  his  appointment  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  in  Burlington,  where  he  was 
engaged  for  two  years  in  tabulating  and  closing 
up  the  intricate  accounts  of  the  state  with  the 
general  government.  In  November,  1866,  Cap- 
tain Arms  was  appointed  by  General  George  J. 
Stannard.  United  States  revenue  collector  for  the 
district  of  Vermont,  to  die  position  of  inspector 
of  customs.  So  thoroughly  was  he  master  of  all 
l>ertaining  to  the  customs  service  that  from  the 
time  of  his  original  appointment  until  his  death 
he  was  constantly  connected  with  it,  occupying 
at  various  times  some  of  the  most  important  and 
responsible  custom  house  positions,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  cashier  and  disbursing 
officer  for  the  collector. 

Captain  Arms  was  a  member  of  the  Reunion 
Society  of  the  Sixteenth  Vermont  Regiment; 
Stannard  Post,  G.  A.  R. :  and  of  the  Vermont 
Commandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  and  he  was  registrar  of  the  latter  named 
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body  from  1893  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  Burlington,  March  5,  1901.  This  sad  event 
was  deplored  throughout  the  community,  and  by 
the  Civil  war  veterans  throughout  the  state. 
Among  the  many  tributes  to  his  memory  none 
was  more  comprehensive  or  fervent  than  that  of 
the  Loyal  Legion  commandery,  which,  in  its, 
resolutions,  referred  to  him  as  "a  careful,  efficient 
and  capable  officer;  faithful  in  all  his  duties, 
whose  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  by  his  associates  in 
office,  as  well  as  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances;"  and  as  one  who  "during  many 
years  of  residence  in  Burlington  had  gained  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  both  in  his  business  relations  and  in  a 
social  way."  Captain  Arms  was  twice  married. 
He  left  surviving  him  a  widow,  who  was  former- 
ly Miss  Anna  A  Ward,  a  son,  Robert  A.  Arms, 
a  younger  brother,  Edwin  H.  Arms,  of  Toronto, 
Ontario,  and  two  grandsons,  Merton  H.  and 
Willard  C. 

CHARLES  WILLIAM  LABAREE. 

This  is  a  familiar  name  to  citizens  of  New  Eng- 
land, the  gentleman  here  mentioned  having  been 
for  several  years  the  head  of  the  Labaree  Veteri- 
nary Medicine  Company,  a  company  which  has 
dealt  extensively  in  remedies  for  domestic  ani- 
mals, and  which  has  its  laboratories  in  Bellows 
Falls,  Vermont,  and  Mount  Sunapec,  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  company  conducts  a  most  extensive 
business,  and  its  remedies  are  found  the  world 
over. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Labaree,  the  honored  president  of 
the  company,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Vermont, 
in  1869.  His  education  was  received  in  private 
schools,  and  was  finished  at  Dean  Academy,  in 
Franklin,  Massachusetts.  This  literary  founda- 
tion was  supplemented  by  a  business  course  at 
the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  in  Bos- 
ton. In  1888,  Mr.  I-abarec  came  to  Bellows 
Falls  and  entered  into  partnership  with  E.  C. 
Fairbank  in  the  plumbing  business,  which  they 
conducted  together  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1892  this  partnership  was  dissolved, 
and  Mr.  labaree  went  to  New  York  city,  where 
he  opened  an  office  on  Broadway  for  the  sale  of 
Albamural  paint,  a  superior  article  for  which 
he  had  the  agency  of  the  western  states.  In  1894 
19  x 


he  accepted  the  position  of  general  manager  for 
the  states  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  of 
C.  S.  Mersick  &  Company,  wholesale  hardware, 
plumbing  and  steam-fitting  supply  dealers,  of 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  Mr.  Labaree's  head- 
quarters being  at  Bellows  Falls.  He  remained 
in  this  position  until  February,  1898,  when  he 
organized  the  Labaree  Veterinary  Medicine  Com- 
pany for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  veterinary 
medicine.  The  formulas  which  he  uses  in  the 
compounding  of  his  remedies  are  the  result  of 
expert  experiments  and  discoveries  along  these 
lines,  and  have  stood  the  test  of  wide  use.  They 
cover  a  very  large  field,  and  are  efficacious  in 
every  disease  known  to  the  animal  kingdom. 
This  business  was  almost  immediately  successful, 
and  the  company  was  soon  incoi-porated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  The  business  of  the  company  covers  a 
large  extent  of  territory,  agencies  being  estab- 
lished in  all  parts  of  America  and  in  many  points 
in  Europe,  several  thousand  such  agencies  being 
on  the  books  of  the  company.  The  mailing  busi- 
ness of  the  company  is  extensive  and  reaches  to 
all  parts  of  the  world,  from  far  off  India  to  the 
most  southern  part  of  Africa. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Labaree  married  Miss  Emmie,  a 
daughter  of  William  Henry  Thayer,  of  North 
Smithfield. 

Noting  briefly  now  the  points  concerning  the 
family  history  of  Mr.  1,-abaree,  the  family  is  of 
French  extraction  ( formerly  spelled  l)e  La 
Barre),  and  in  that  country  were  of  that  noble 
hand  of  Huguenots  which  resisted  the  interference 
of  the  king  in  their  religious  views.  The  first 
American  ancestors  of  this  family  were  three 
brothers  who  came  to  the  colonics  about  1700,  one 
settling  in  New  Hampshire,  another  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  still  another  in  Rhode  Island.  Of 
these  the  first  two  were  noblemen,  and  the  latter 
a  minister.  One  of  these  was  the  immediate 
progenitor  of  our  subject's  family,  and  is  remem- 
bered to  have  been  a  minister  at  the  old  univer- 
sity town  of  Oxford,  Massachusetts.  The  first 
one  of  the  family  of  whom  there  is  any  authenic 
information  as  to  name  was  the  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  W  illiam  Labaree,  who  lived 
at  Hartland  Corners,  and  later  removed  to  Hart- 
ford, where  the  grandfather  was  born.  The 
great-grandfather  died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
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seven  years.  In  that  early  day  all  were  agricul- 
turists. Our  subject's  grandfather  married  Par- 
thena  Wliittcmore,  and  there  was  a  family  of 
five  sons  and  four  daughters:  Adeline;  |ohn 
Wesley:  Harriett;  Eliza:  William  H. :  Ralph  R. ; 
Franklin  ;  Sarah  ;  Charles  K.  Charles  K.  Labarec 
was  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  was  l>orn  in 
Hartland,  Vermont,  February  16,  1830.  He  early 
began  work  in  the  woolen  mills  of  his  native 
village,  which  he  followed  up  to  the  year  1849, 
when  he  came  to  Springfield,  Vermont,  to  work 
for  Hilmer  &  Wliittcmore.  In  July,  1853.  he  be- 
came interested  in  a  business  in  Springfield, 
which  he  conducted  up  to  1871,  when  he  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Charleston,  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes,  being  connected  with  the  firm  of  Briggs 
&  Company.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Webster, 
Massachusetts,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  on  an  extensive  scale  for  a  period  of 
years,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  and 
removed  to  Bellows  Falls,  where  he  bought  a 
handsome  home  and  is  now  living  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  competence  which  came  to  him  by  the 
use  of  good  business  judgment  and  untiring  activi- 
ty. His  marriage  occurred  November  2,  1852, 
in  Bellows  Falls,  his  wife  being  a  daughter  of 
A.  M.  Roycc,  of  Royalton,  Vermont.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  the  following  children :  Ada 
M.,  now  Mrs.  C.  P.  Davis ;  Etta  P. :  and  Charles 
W.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  record  of  an  honorable  family  is  thus 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  readers  of 
this  volume,  and  the  honored  connection  of  its 
individual  members  with  the  civil  and  social  life 
of  New  England  makes  it  eminently  proper  to 
accord,  it  representation  in  a  work  which  is  de- 
voted to  the  mention  of  the  best  families  of  the 
Green  Mountain  state. 

HON.  JACOB  GARGCS  HINDES. 

The  history  of  the  ancestors  of  our  subject 
is  inseparably  interwoven  with  that  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  and  they  have  ever  borne  their 
part  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  this 
region,  and  have  invariably  been  exjKinents  of 
progress  and  liberal  ideals  upon  all  subjects.  Mr. 
Hindes  is  a  son  of  James  and  Anninta  (Fuller) 
Hindes,  a  grandson  of  Orrin  and  F.lizal>eth  (Tur- 


rill)  Fuller  and  a  great-grandson  of  Stephen  Tur- 
rill,  who  served  under  General  Abercrombie  in 
the  campaign  of  1758.  Stephen  Turrill  was  again 
a  soldier  during  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  and 
his  death  occurred  at  Charlotte,  Vermont,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1848,  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  one  years  and  four  months.  Mr.  Hindes 
is  a  great-great-grandson  of  Captain  Abraham 
Fuller,  who  was  born  in  Colchester,  Connecticut, 
in  1735.  a"d  died  in  Kent,  that  state,  in  1807. 
He,  too,  served  throughout  the  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  with  his  company 
in  the  Danbury  raid,  from  the  25th  to  the  28th 
of  April,  1777.  The  Fuller  family  traces  its 
ancestry  to  Edward  Fuller,  the  twenty-first  signer 
of  the  Mayflower  compact.  He  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  death  occurred  in  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  1621,  leaving  by  his  wife  Ann,  one 
son,  Samuel,  then  ten  years  of  age. 

John  Hindes,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  settled  in 
the  Green  Mountain  state  in  December,  1800, 
being  among  the  early  pioneers  in  Addison  coun- 
ty, this  state,  where  he  followed  the  noble  art  of 
husbandry  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years.  His  son  James  was  born  December 
22,  1800,  and  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, and  he,  too,  became  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  but 
his  last  days  were  spent  at  Ausable,  Clinton  coun- 
ty, New  York,  where  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Arminta  Fuller,  and  she  was 
also  a  native  of  Vermont,  being  reared  in  Fcr- 
risburg,  this  state.  This  worthy  couple  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Orrin  F., 
who  went  to  California  about  1850,  and  his  fate 
is  unknown ;  Colonel  George  W.  Hindes,  who 
served  during  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  the 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  San  Francisco,  California ;  William 
F.,  who  died  in  November,  1901,  in  Vergcnnes,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine  years ;  Jacob  G.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review ;  Captain  Esbon  W.  Hindes,  a 
resident  of  Keeseville,  New  York  ;  Lucy  Augusta, 
wife  of  K.  K.  Baber,  also  of  that  city ;  and  Spen- 
cer, who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hindes  were  long  worthy  and  val- 
ued members  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Keeseville, 
in  which  the  former  served  as  a  deacon  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
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Jacob  G.  Hindes  was  born  in  West  Platts- 
burg,  New  York,  June  13,  1834,  and  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  life  in  Ausable,  that  state, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  i860.  For  the  next  four  years  he  engaged 
in  tin-,  manufacture  of  iron  ami  nails  at  Danne- 
mnra.  New  York,  employing  convict  labor  under 
contract  with  the  state.  After  spending  a  year 
at  Kecseville,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Bur- 
lington Manufacturing  Company  of  Burling- 
ton, Vermont,  where  he  was  employed  in  differ- 
ent capacities  until  1869.  Selling  his  interests 
in  that  city  he  then  aided  in  organizing  the  Na- 
tional Horse  Nail  Company,  of  Vergcnncs,  now 
one  of  the  oldest  incorporated  concerns  in  the 
city.  After  three  years'  connection  therewith  Mr. 
Hindes  was  made  manager  of  the  company,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  until  1899,  when  he 
was  also  made  its  president.  At  times  this  con- 
cern furnished  employment  to  seventy-five  men, 
and  the  plant,  which  was  burned  in  1902,  was 
equipped  with  all  the  latest  improved  machinery 
and  appliances,  including  a  Dodge  hot-forging 
machine,  and  their  products  find  a  ready  sale 
through  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  Its  fab- 
rication is  now  continued  at  F.ssex,  New  York. 
His  able  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
mammoth  institution  is  manifest  in  its  prosper- 
ous career,  while  the  safe  and  commendable  policy 
which  he  has  followed  has  insured  it  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage, and  throughout  this  section  of  the  state 
it  lias  long  been  regarded  as  a  reliable  and  sub- 
stantial institution. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hindes  was  celebratod 
in  i860  to  Miss  Lucy  C.  Cutting,  who  was  born 
m  Westport,  Essex  county,  New  York.  The 
Cutting  family  in  America'  is  descended  from 
two  brothers,  William  and  Richard,  who  sailed 
from  Ipswich,  England,  April  30,  1034,  and  lo- 
cated in  Farmington,  Connecticut.  The  great- 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hindes,  Jonas  Cutting, 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  January,  1746,  served  as  a 
private  in  Captain  John  Mcx>re's  company,  Col- 
onel John  Stark's  regiment,  was  later  a  private 
in  Captain  Ebenczer  Fry's  company,  was  a  cor- 
poral in  Company  A.  Colonel  Cilley's  First  New 
Hampshire  Regiment  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  from  February,  1777,  until  November,  1779. 
On  October  23,  18 10.  the  governor  and  council 
met  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  major  and  briga- 


dier general  of  militia,  and  Jonas  Cutting  was 
elected  to  the  latter  position.  His  son,  Jonas 
Cutting.  Jr.,  was  born  in  Bolton,  Massachusetts, 
January  24,  1765,  and  died  in  vvoodstock,  Ver- 
mont, August  5,  1834.  He  served  as  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  United 
States  Army,  and  later  as  a  brigadier  general,  in 
the  war  of  1812.  His  son,  Sewell  Cutting,  mar- 
ried Mary  Hunter,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Hunter,  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and 
served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Samuel  S.  Savage's 
company  of  militia  "that  marched  the  16th  day  of 
March,  1781,  by  order  of  General  Bagley,  of 
Windsor,  Vermont,"  and  also  served  as  a  pri- 
vate under  Colonel  Ebenczer  Wood ;  his  death 
occurred  in  Windsor,  Vermont.  William  Jonas 
Cutting,  a  son  of  Sewell  and  Mary  (Hunter) 
Cutting,  was  born  in  Windsor,  on  the  27th  of 
May,  1807,  and  when  a  youth,  went  to  New  York 
city,  where  he  rose  from  the  humble  position  of 
errand  boy  to  that  of  clerk  in  the  employ  of  Silas 
Tappen,  an  old  merchant  of  that  city,  and  while 
there  he  became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Later  he  came  to  Westport,  New  York,  and  was 
there  married  to  Minerva  E.  Holcomb,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Diadoras  S.  and  Sybil  Holcomb.  The 
former  was  a  son  of  Abner  Holcomb,  who  came 
as  a  pioneer  from  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  to  Pan- 
ton,  Vermont,  with  the  Spaulding  family.  Abner 
Holcomb  afterward  removed  to  Elizabethtown, 
Essex  county,  New  York.  The  son  Diadoras 
.was  bom  in  Panton,  in  1789,  and  became  known 
as  the  "village  doctor"  of  Westport,  New  York, 
and  was  a  physician  of  much  note  in  his  day. 
He  was  an  upright,  Christian  man  and  became  the 
loved  family  physician  in  many  a  household.  Dr. 
Holcomb  was  three  times  married,  first  to  Sybil 
Wright,  afterward  to  Sylvia  Loveland,  and  for  his 
third  wife  he  chose  Harriet  Stafford.  By  the 
three  marriages  he  became  the  father  of  thirteen 
children. 

vVilliam  J.  Cutting  was  for  many  years  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  with  his  brother, 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  J.  &  F.  H.  Cutting, 
in  Westport,  New  YorK,  and  was  afterward  in 
the  iron  business,  as  su|KTintcndcnt  of  the  blast 
furnaces  owned  by  F.  H.  Jackson,  in  Westport. 
He  was  an  upright  Christian  man,  and  held  many 
offices  of  trust  in  his  town  and  church,  having 
several  times  served  as  supervisor.  In  his  political 
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affiliations  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
Republican.  For  a  period  of  two  years  he  re- 
sided in  New  Jersey,  in  charge  of  the  iron  works 
of  William  De  Camp,  at  Charlottcburg.  In  1852 
he  went  to  Marysville,  California,  where  he  served 
as  superintendent  of  a  gold  quartz  crushing  ma- 
chine, but  two  years  later  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness pursuits,  and  his  death  occurred  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Hindes,  in  Keese- 
ville,  on  the  roth  of  September,  1864,  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  but  five  months,  and  her  death 
occurred  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Hindes,  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  February  15, 
1865,  aged  fifty-six  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  but  their  only  son  died  in 
infancy.  Their  daughters  are:  Mary  J.,  who 
was  first  married  to  Hiram  Hitchcock,  and  after- 
ward to  Freeborn  H.  Page,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Chicago,  Illinois;  Helen  Hunter,  who  mar- 
ried Abram  W.  Kingsland,  an  iron  manufacturer, 
whose  death  occurred  in  Chicago,  his  widow 
now  residing  in  Burlington,  Vermont ;  and  Lucy 
C,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hindes  on  the 
26th  of  September,  i860. 

Four  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hindes:  Spencer  Wiltsey,  Ella  Minerva, 
Lucy  Augusta  and  Jacob  Churchill.  The  sec- 
ond child,  Ella  M.,  died  April  9,  1890,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  Lucy  A.,  is  the  wife  of 
Arthur  \V.  Norton,  of  Vergennes.  J.  Churchill 
Hindes  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Dental 
College,  and  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in 
Vergennes.  Mrs.  Hindes  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  and  for  twelve  years  has  held  the 
position  of  director  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Addison  county.  She  is  also 
chapter  regent  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  of  Vergennes.  Mr.  Hindes  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  for  four  terms  has  served  as  an  alderman, 
was  the  mayor  of  tne  city  lor  two  terms,  was  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  a  time,  in  1902 
was  made  chairman  of  the  school  board,  has 
served  as  trustee  of  the  Vermont  Academy  at 
Saxton's  River,  was  instrumental  in  building 
the  horse  nail  plant,  of  which  his  son  is  now  sec- 
retary, in  1698-9  represented  his  town  in  the  leg- 
islature, where  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  manufacturing  and  for  many  years 


he  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  state  conventions. 
In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  member  of  Dor- 
chester Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Vergennes,  and 
religiously  is  connected  with  the  Baptist  church, 
being  president  of  the  Baptist  Society  of  Ver- 
gennes. In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  ever 
been  faithful  and  true,  and  no  shadow  of  wrong 
or  suspicion  of  evil-doing  darkens  his  honored 
pathway. 

WILBUR  BROWN. 

Wilbur  Brown,  second  son  of  Daniel  C.  and 
Anna  (Bixby)  Brown,  was  born  in  Fayston, 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  June  7,  1847. 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Watcrbury,  Vermont,  and  ten  years 
later  to  Berlin,  Vermont,  purchasing  a  large  farm 
in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  which  is  stilt 
owned  by  the  heirs  and  known  as  the  "D.  C. 
Brown"  farm. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good 
education  in  the  district  school  in  the  town  of 
Waterbury,  and  at  Montpelier  Seminary.  In 
1886  he  purchased  the  lumber  mills  in  Berlin,  lo- 
cated on  Dog  river,  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
Montpelier  on  the  Northficld  road ;  and  the  prop- 
erty has  since  been  known  as  "Brown's  Mills." 
He  immediately  improved  the  plant,  and,  dou- 
bling its  former  capacity,  built  up  a  successful 
and  lucrative  business. 

His  earlier  life  having  been  spent  on  the  farm, 
when  he  had  money  to  mvest  he  purchased  farms, 
which  he  took  great  pleasure  in  improving;  he 
owned  over  a  thousand  acres  of  land  and  standing 
timber,  his  well  tilled  acres  and  sleek  herds  af- 
fording him  much  satisfaction. 

His  energy,  honesty  and  business  ability  se- 
cured for  him  a  full  measure  of  success.  His 
helpful,  kindly  and  unselfish  nature,  his  broad 
charity,  which  "thinketh  no  evil,"  early  won  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  asso- 
ciated. He  was  well  known  throughout  the  state 
as  a  respected  and  successful  business  man ;  and, 
in  his  own  town  and  county,  as  a  leader  in  all 
that  makes  for  right  living  and  good  citizenship. 

He  was  a  man  of  strong  personality,  a  Re- 
publican, and  held  many  of  the  town  offices ;  was 
town  clerk  and  treasurer  from  1899  to  me  tuT1€ 
of  his  death ;  selectman  in  1888-1894-95 ;  justice 
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of  the  peace  from  1898;  and,  as  the  highest  office 
in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  represented 
them  in  the  legislatures  of  1894  and  1900. 

Mr.  Brown  was  twice  married.  His  first 
■wife,  whom  he  married  June  29,  1869,  was  Miss 
Emily  L.  Dewey,  daughter  of  William  and  Han- 
nah (Hurlbut)  Dewey.  She  died  September  18, 
1884.  June  7,  1886,  he  married  Miss  Cora 
Brooks,  daughter  of  Josiah  Prentice  and  Fanny 
(Dunsmoor)  Brooks,  of  Northfield,  who  survives 
him.  No  children  were  born  of  either  of  these 
marriages.  His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in 
Berlin,  January  18,  1902. 

JOEL  BROWN  WOODHULL,  M.  D. 

Joel  Brown  Woodhull,  M.  D.,  of  North  Ben- 
nington, is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  best 
known  physicians  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
June  10,  1854,  at  Brookhaven,  Suffolk  county. 
New  York,  a  son  of  John  Alpheus  Woodhull. 
He  conies  of  ancient  and  honored  stock,  tracing 
his  ancestry  back  in  a  direct  line  to  one  Walter 
of  Flanders,  who  crossed  over  to  England  with 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  subsequently  held 
as  feudal  lord  estates  in  Bedford  and  Northamp- 
ton, his  castle  being  located  in  Wahull,  now 
Woodhull,  Bedford.  That  he  and  his  descendants 
were  people  of  prominence  is  proved  by  the  fre- 
quent recurrence  of  the  name  of  Woodhull  in 
the  Doomsday  Book,  and  by  the  family  coat  of 
arms,  whose  various  quartcrings  were  acquired 
through  meritorious  conduct,  or  by  marriage, 
Margaret  Foxcote,  wife  of  Nicholas  de  Wahull,  a 
lineal  descendant  in  the  twelfth  generation  from 
Walter  of  Flanders,  bringing  by  inheritance  the 
second  quartering;  Elizabeth  Chetwood,  wife  of 
Thomas  de  Wahull,  of  the  thirteenth  generation, 
bringing  the  next  four  quartcrings;  Anna,  wife 
of  Fulk  Woodhull,  of  the  sixteenth  generation, 
bringing  the  seventh ;  while  Elizabeth  Parr,  wife 
of  Fulk  Woodhull,  of  the  eighteenth  generation, 
brought  the  quarterings  from  eight  to  eighteen, 
she  having  inherited  them  from  her  father,  grand- 
father and  mother ;  she  was  a  cousin  of  Catherine 
Parr,  last  wife  of  Henry  VIII,  and  counted 
among  her  ancestors  William  the  Conqueror,  Ed- 
ward the  First  and  William  the  Lion  of  Scot- 
land. 

Richard  Woodhull,  the  founder  of  the  Ameri- 


can family  of  Woodhull,  a  descendant  in  the  twen- 
tieth generation  from  Walter  of  Flanders,  was 
born  in  Thenford,  Northamptonshire,  England, 
in  1620,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1644.  In 
1648  he  settled  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  as  one 
of  its  pioneers.  In  1665  he  bought  a  tract  of 
land  containing  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  acres 
in  Brookhaven,  on  Setauket  Harbor,  and  a  part 
of  his  original  purchase  is  still  owned  by  his 
descendants,  and  here  the  original  coat  of  arms 
of  the  Woodhull  family  is  preserved,  with  its 
crest  and  motto,  "Sequor  nec  Inferior."  He  was 
a  man  of  influence  in  the  town,  serving  as  justice 
of  the  court  of  assizes,  and  representing  the 
cause  of  the  English  colonies  against  the  Dutch 
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at  Hartford.  He  died  in  1690,  leaving  three 
children,  Richard,  Nathaniel  and  Deborah. 

Richard  Woodhull,  born  October  9,  1649, 
died  in  1699.    He  was  a  surveyor,  and  also 
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served  as  magistrate.  He  reared  six  children,  as 
follows :  Richard,  Nathaniel,  John,  Josiah,  Dor- 
othy and  Temperance.  Richard  Woodhull,  the 
first  of  these,  born  in  1691,  died  in  1797.  His 
children  were  Richard,  Mary,  John,  Nathan, 
Stephen,  Henry  and  Phoebe.  Stephen  Woodhull, 
born  in  1722,  was  the  father  of  seven  children, 
namely :  Abraham,  John,  Stephen,  Oliver,  Han- 
nah, Susan  and  Polly.  John  Woodhull,  born  in 
1760,  settled  at  Ronkonkoma,  Long  Island,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1805 ;  his  children  were 
Richard  and  Brewster.  Richard  Woodhull,  a 
life-long  resident  of  Ronkonkoma,  Long  Island, 
was  born  in  1793  and  died  in  1834.  He  married 
Fanny  Green,  who  was  born  in  1802  and  died  in 
1872.  Eight  children  were  born  of  tlieir  union, 
namely:  Francis,  Charles  Ambrose,  John  Al- 
pheus,  Edward  Henry,  Josiah  Richard,  Mary 
Jane,  George  Lee  and  Susan  Green.  His  widow, 
who  survived  him  many  years,  married  for  her 
second  husband,  William  Smith,  by  whom  she 
had  three  children,  Emma  Louisa,  Ellen  Amelia 
and  Herman. 

Rev.  John  Alpheus  Woodhull  took  an  acad- 
emic course  at  Miller's  Place,  Long  Island,  then 
entered  Yale  College,  and  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  '50.  Subsequently  he  entered  and  was 
graduated  from  Andover  Theological  Seminary. 
In  his  earlier  days,  and  for  many  years,  he  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  Congregational  denom- 
ination, and  a  most  successful  preacher.  On  June 
23,  1900,  he  presented  a  most  able  and  interesting 
paper  at  the  reunion  of  the  descendants  of  the 
first  Richard  Woodhull  at  Ronkonkoma,  being 
then  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  married  Jo- 
hanna Brown,  who  was  born  in  1825  and  died  in 
1887.  He  married  for  liis  second  wife  Eliza 
Miller  Church.  He  died  February  1,  1902.  His 
children,  all  born  of  his  first  union,  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Joel  Brown ;  Charles  Edward,  born  in 
1855;  John  Francis,  born  in  1857;  Augustine, 
born  in  1859,  died  in  i860;  George  Hcber.  born 
in  i860;  Florence,  born  in  1862,  died  in  1876; 
Marianna,  born  in  1864;  and  Adelia  Hallock, 
born  in  1866,  died  in  1876.  Diaries  Edward 
Woodhull,  the  second  son,  was  graduated  from 
the  Boston  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  business  in  that  city  as  a  musical 
director  and  teacher,  and  a  dealer  in  musical  in- 
struments ;  he  married  Josephine  Hallock.  who 


was  born  in  1853,  and  they  have  one  son,  John. 
John  Francis  Woodhull,  Ph.  D.,  was  graduated 
from  Yale  University,  after  which  he  took  special 
courses  at  both  Harvard  University  and  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  and  is  now  professor  of 
natural  sciences  at  Columbia  University,  and  also 
superintendent  of  the  Horace  Mann  School  of 
New  York ;  he  married  Minnie  Ellen  Hinkley, 
who  was  born  in  1867,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Mildred  and  Hazel.  Gtorge  Hebcr  Wood- 
hull,  who  was  graduated  from  Yale  University, 
and  from  the  Yale  Theological  School,  is  pastor 
of  a  Congregational  church  at  Kittery  Point, 
Maine;  he  married  Mary  Warburton  Curtis. 
Marianna  Woodhull,  a  woman  of  eminent  culture 
and  scholarship,  was  graduated  from  Smith  Col- 
lege, after  which  she  went  abroad,  and  further 
pursued  her  studies  at  Oxford,  and  in  Germany ; 
on  her  return  to  this  country  she  taught  for  two 
years  at  Mt.  Vernon  Seminary,  Washington,  D. 
C,  where  she  had  under  her  instruction  a  num- 
ber of  distinguished  pupils ;  Miss  Woodhull  lec- 
tures upon  English  literature  and  art,  and  is  now 
( 1902)  taking  a  post-graduate  course  in  English 
literature  at  Columbia  University. 

Joel  Brown  Woodhull  acquired  die  rudiment* 
of  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Brook- 
haven,  Long  Island,  subsequently  attending  the 
Northville  Academy,  Northville,  New  York,  and 
New  Preston  Academy,  Litchfield  county,  Con- 
necticut, and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New 
York  with  the  class  of  1884.  Locating  at  once 
as  a  physician  in  South  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  Dr. 
Woodhull  met  with  signal  success  in  his  pro- 
fessional labors,  his  practice  increasing  with  such 
rapidity  that  in  1895  he  removed  to  North  Ben- 
nington, where  he  opened  an  office,  and  has  since 
conducted  both.  With  one  exception  he  is  the 
oldest  practicing  physician  in  either  town,  and  has 
the  largest  patronage,  his  long  drives  and  numer- 
ous calls  necessitating  the  use  of  four  fine  horses 
and  a  driver. 

Fraternally  he  holds  an  honored  position  in 
the  Masonic  ranks,  belonging  to  Tucker  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  offices ; 
to  Temple  Chapter.  R.  A.  M.;  to  Bennington 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M.;  to  Taft  Commander}',  K. 
T. :  and  to  Mount  Sinai  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine, 
of  Montpelier.   He  is  district  deputy  of  the  grand 
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lodge,  and  was  district  deputy  and  grand  patron 
of  die  Eastern  Star  order,  in  the  advancement  of 
which  he  took  an  especial  interest.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bennington  County  Medical  Society, 
likewise  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  has  frequently  presented  valuable  papers  on 
medical  topics  at  the  meetings  of  these  societies. 
He  is  a  man  of  enterprise,  and  inaugurated  and 
owns  a  local  telephone  line  between  North  Ben- 
nington and  South  Shaftsbury. 

Doctor  Woodhull  married  Abbie  Cornelia 
Hatch,  who  was  born  in  1853  m  New  Milford, 
Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  John  Hatch,  who 
reared  a  family  of  two  children.  She  died  in 
1880,  leaving  two  children.  Joel  Raymond  Wood- 
hull,  now  studying  medicine  at  Washburn  Col- 
lege, Topeka.  Kansas;  and  Abbie  Florence,  a 
fine  elocutionist,  who  pursued  her  studies  in  this 
direction  at  the  Emerson  Schcx>l  of  Oratory  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  Dr.  Woodhull  married 
for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Henry  Hicks,  who 
was  born  in  Bennington.  Vermont,  in  1858,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  H.  Hicks ;  and  she  died  in 
1893.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Bennington,  and  was 
quite  prominent  in  musical  circles.  Of  the  two 
children  born  in  their  union  but  one  is  now 
living.  Mary  Henry,  late  a  student  at  Dover, 
Massachusetts,  now  residing  with  her  father  at 
North  Bennington.  Dr.  Woodhull  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church,  to  which  both  of 
his  wives  also  belonged. 

ANSON  MORTIMER  NORTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Norton  was  bom  in  Bristol,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  27th  of  October,  1863,  and  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  this 
section  of  the  old  Green  Mountain  state.  His 
father,  Charles  W.  Norton,  was  born  in  Starks- 
boro,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1844,  being  a  son 
of  Wolcott  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Stark s- 
boro,  his  father  having  been  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers in  this  locality,  whither  he  emigrated  from 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  with  whose  annals  the 
name  had  been  identified  from  the  early  colonial 
epoch.  Wolcott  Norton  was  reared  in  the  town 
of  Starksboro,  and  after  attaining  years  of  ma- 


turity lie  there  continued  to  be  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  a  number  of  years,  but  eventually  re- 
moved t-)  Bristol,  Vermont,  becoming  one  of 
its  pioneer  farmers,  and  there  continuing  to  make 
his  home  until  his  retirement  from  active  labors, 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  having  been  passed 
in  the  village  of  Bristol,  where  he  died  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county  and  one  to 
whom  was  ever  accorded  the  utmost  respect  and 
esteem.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  union 
having  been  with  Miss  Mchitable  Thompson,  who 
was  bom  in  this  county  and  who  here  passed  her 
entire  life,  being  forty-rive  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely :  Anson,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
about  twenty-one  years ;  Charles  W..  further  men- 
tioned below ;  Lucy,  who  is  the  widow  of  Alson 
F.  Feet,  nf  Shelburnc,  Chittenden  county;  and 
Cynthia,  who  is  the  widow  of  Daniel  P.  Peet,  of 
Bristol.  Wolcott  Norton  consummated  a  second 
marriage,  being  then  united  to  Mrs.  Mandana 
(Peck)  I.ufkin,  who  survives  him  and  who  still 
resides  in  the  village  of  Bristol.  She  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  as 
were  also  her  honored  husband  and  his  first  wife. 

Charles  W.  Norton  was  reared  to  maturity 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Bristol,  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  such  as  were  afforded 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  that  he 
duly  profited  by  the  opportunities  thus  afforded 
is  evident  when  wt  advert  to  the  fact  that  as  a 
young  man  he  was  for  some  time  a  popular  and 
successful  teacher,  having  conducted  a  select 
school  in  this  township  and  having  accomplished 
most  effective  work  in  the  pedagogic  profession. 
He  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
village  of  Bristol,  where  he  now  maintains  his 
home,  being  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  the 
county  ami  one  whose  life  has  been  guided  by  the 
highest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor.  Jan- 
uary I.  1863,  he  wedded  Miss  Delia  Bushnell, 
who  was  born  in  Starksl>oro,  a  daughter  of  Ira 
and  Mandana  (Ferguson)  Bushnell,  representa- 
tives of  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  county, 
where  Mr.  Bushnell  devoted  his  life  to  black- 
smithing,  though  he  was  the  owner  of  a  tine  farm. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  year-:,  and  his 
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>vii'c  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty  years.  They  re- 
came  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living  at  living  at  the  present  time,  namely: 
Sidney,  who  is  an  influential  farmer  of  Starks- 
l)c to  :  Lucy,  who  is  the  widow  of  Wesley  Sales 
and  who  resides  in  Starksboro ;  Julia,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Natick,  Massachusetts,  being  the 
widow  of  William  Daniels  ;  and  Delia,  the  mother 
of  Dr.  Norton.  C  harles  W.  and  Delia  Norton  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  Frank  Leslie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years,  a  brief  record  of  the  others 
being  as  follows:  Anson  M.  is  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  review.  Edgar  Charles  is  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  in  Bristol.  Ruth 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Roberts,  of  Shelburne. 
Mandana,  Ella,  Grace,  Ira  and  Reuben  remain 
at  the  parental  home.  All  of  the  children  received 
excellent  educational  advantages,  and  two  of  the 
number  have  done  efficient  work  as  teachers,  in 
which  field  of  endeavor  one,  Mandana,  is  en- 
gaged at  the  present  time.  Ella  is  a  graduate 
nurse,  having  received  her  training  at  Heaton 
Hospital,  Montpclier.  The  parents  are  consist- 
ent and  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  as  are  also  all  of  their  children, 
and  the  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity, taking  part  in  its  best  social  life.  The 
father  has  served  in  various  local  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  including  those  of  selectman, 
lister  and  school  director,  and  he  has  ever  lent 
a  ready  co-operation  in  all  undertakings  advanced 
for  the  general  welfare  of  his  town,  county  and 
state. 

Dr.  N'orton  received  his  preliminary  educa- 
tional discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  and  then  entered  St.  Johnsbury  Acad- 
emy, in  Caledonia  county,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  a  mcmlier  of  the  class  of  I.X85.  He  then 
continued  his  literary  studies  for  two  years  in 
Dartmouth  College,  after  which  he  matriculated 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont,  where  he  completed  the  prescribed  three 
years'  course  ami  was  graduated  in  1889.  receiv- 
ing his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  leaving 
his  alma  mater  with  a  most  excellent  equipment 
for  the  practical  duties  of  his  noble  profession. 
Shortly  after  his  graduation  Dr.  Norton  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Bris- 
tol, in  the  year  iS8«>.  becoming  associated  with 


Dr.  A.  A.  Dean,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
distinguished  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this 
section,  and  thus  his  novitiate  was  served  under 
the  most  auspicious  circumstances.  Dr.  Dean 
passed  from  the  scene  of  life's  labors  in  1899, 
whereupon  our  subject  succeeded  to  his  large 
and  representative  practice,  and  it  stands  to  his 
honor  and  credit  that  he  has  upheld  the  prestige 
of  this  able  physician,  to  whose  counsel  and  direc- 
tion he  acknowledges  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude. 
Jn  point  of  continuous  practice  in  the  town  Dr. 
Norton  now  outranks  all  other  members  of  his 
profession  here,  while  his  relations  with  his  con- 
freres are  most  pleasant,  since  he  never  fails 
in  courtesy  and  observes  to  the  letter  the  ethics 
of  the  unwritten  professional  code.  He  is  de- 
voted to  his  work,  is  a  close  and  constant  student 
and  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  rapid  advance- 
ment mafic  in  the  sciences  of  medicine  and  sur- 
ge ry,  thus  retaining  precedence  as  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  his  profession  in  his  native 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  state  and  county 
medical  societies  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
their  dclilx-rations  and  conferences.  In  politics 
he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  never  sought  official  preferment,  deeming 
his  profession  worthy  of  his  undivided  attention. 
His  interest  in  educational  matters  has  been 
marked,  and  he  has  given  efficient  service  in  the 
office  of  school  director,  of  which  he  has  been  in- 
cumbent for  the  past  three  years.  Fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  Libanus  Lodge,  No.  47,  F.  & 
A,  M. ;  Citford  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. :  and  Bristol 
Lodge,  No.  36,  1.  O.  ().  F.  He  and  his  family 
are  regular  attendants  of  the  Congregational 
church,  to  whose  support  they  contribute  liber- 
ally. In  1891  Dr.  Norton  erected  his  attractive, 
modern  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  l>cst  homes 
in  the  town  and  which  is  a  center  of  refined  and 
gracious  hospitality. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1890,  Dr.  Norton  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jenny  H.  Cardell,  who 
was  born  in  Warren,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Cardell,  the 
former  of  whom  was  for  many  years  a  prominent 
merchant  of  Warren,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  being  survived  by  his  widow 
and  three  of  their  four  children.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Norton  have  one  son,  James  Cardell  Norton,  who 
was  born  April  13,  1892. 
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WILLIAM  HENRY  TAYLOR. 

William  Henry  Taylor,  attorney  at  law  at 
Hardwick,  is  an  able  member  of  the  legal  fra- 
ternity, and  occupies  a  place  of  prominence  in 
educational  and  political  circles.  He  was  bom 
July  18,  1863.  in  Wheelock,  Vermont,  a  son  of 
Benjamin  F.  Taylor.  Further  parental  and  an- 
cestral history  may  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  volume,  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
Frank  T.  Taylor. 

William  H.  Taylor  was  fitted  for  college  at 
Hardwick  Academy,  and  in  1883  entered  the 
sophomore  class  of  the  Chandler  Scientific  De- 
partment of  Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1886,  be- 
ing valedictorian.  The  ensuing  three  years  he 
was  principal  of  the  Hardwick  Academy,  a  po- 
sition that  he  resigned  to  accept  the  office  of 
county  supervisor  of  schools  for  Caledonia 
county,  holding  the  ofike  during  the  existence 
of  the  law  that  created  it.  He  was  then  appointed 
examiner  of  teachers  for  Caledonia  county  and 
still  holds  the  position,  and  in  the  meantime  con- 
tinued the  study  of  law,  which  he  had  previously 
begun  in  the  office  of  Idc  &  Stafford,  at  St. 
Johnsbur>,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892. 
During  the  years  of  1892  and  1893  Mr.  Taylor 
was  again  principal  of  the  Hardwick  Academy. 
On  leaving  the  academy  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Albert  I'crley,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
until  1894  as  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Perley  &  Taylor.  Forming  a  co-partnership  with 
W.  A.  Dutton  in  1895,  he  has  since  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  law  practice  as  head  of 
firm  of  Taylor  &  Dutton. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  state's  attorney  in 
1894,  re-elected  in  1896,  and  held  the  office  two 
full  terms.  In  1900  he  represented  the  town  in 
the  state  legislature,  where  he  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  education,  and  on  the 
committees  on  railroads  and  on  the  revision  of 
bills.  He  has  been  president  of  the  village  for 
three  years,  also  serving  as  chairman  of  the  board 
of  water  and  light  commissioners  for  the  past 
three  years.  He  has  likewise  other  private  inter- 
ests in  addition  to  his  professional  labors,  being 
vice  president  and  trustee  of  the  Hardwick  Land 
Company.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  and  past 
master  of  Caspian  Lake  Lodge,  No.  87,  A.  F. 


&  A.  M.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican, 
and  is  a  worker  for  his  party's  interests,  believ- 
ing them  to  be  the  country's  interests. 

Mr.  Taylor  married,  July  27,  1887,  Nettie  I. 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Westmore,  Vermont, 
March  12,  1862,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Mary 
A.  (Page)  Clark,  late  of  Hardwick.  Mrs.  Taylor 
is  a  member  of  Riverside  Chapter  No.  32,  Order 
of  Eastern  Star,  and  is  active  in  the  social  life 
of  the  town.  She  was  educated  in  Hardwick 
Academy  and  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in 
the  graded  schools  of  Hardwick.  Four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Harold 
1\,  Florence  M.,  Mildred  I.  and  Cecil  A.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  Hardwick. 

CHARLES  ALBERT  STANFORD. 

Charles  Albert  Stanford,  of  Hardwick,  is  a 
fine  representative  of  the  native-born  citizens  of 
this  town.  He  was  born  August  2,  1864,  a  son 
of  Jonathan  E.  Stanford,  of  English  ancestry  on 
both  sides  of  the  house.  Jonathan  E.  Stanford 
was  born  in  Littleton.  New  Hampshire,  but  re- 
moved to  Hardwick  when  a  young  man,  and  has 
since  resided  here,  being  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  Clara  C.  Stiles,  a  native  of 
Albany,  Vermont.  She  had  two  brothers  that 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  both  dying  from  the  ex- 
posure and  privations  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected as  soldiers,  their  names  being  Benjamin 
and  Frank  Stiles.  She  had  also  two  brothers 
that  were  clergymen  in  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion :  Rev.  Silas  Stiles,  who  preached  in  different 
towns  in  Vermont,  died  at  Derby,  Vermont,  in 
1880 :  and  Rev.  Horace  Stiles,  who  was  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church  at  Derby  for  many  years,  is 
now  superannuated,  and  is  living  at  Albany,  Ver- 
mont. 

Charles  A.  Stanford  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  Hardwick,  attending  the  common  schools 
and  the  academy.  During  the  greater  part  of  his 
business  career  he  has  been  employed  in  his  pres- 
ent occupation,  working  at  first  with  the  late  A. 
E.  Jeudevine,  as  an  all-round  man,  and  for  the 
past  fourteen  years  being  virtually  manager  of 
the  affairs  of  the  estate  under  the  executors,  a 
position  of  responsibility  and  trust.  Politically 
Mr.  Stanford  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  is  quite 
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active  in  town  affairs,  having  served  for  six  years 
as  selectman,  during  the  past  four  years  being 
chairman  of  the  board;  has  been  constable  for 
two  years,  and  for  an  equal  length  of  time  was 
a  village  trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Caspian  Lake  Lodge,  A.  1".  &  A.  M. 

On  November  26,  1891,  Mr.  Stanford  mar- 
ried Emma  M.  Thomas,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
F.  and  Marion  (Bailey)  Thomas,  the  former  of 
whom  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  a  life- long 
citizen  of  Hardwick.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford 
have  one  child,  Gladys  M.,  born  August  23,  1892. 
They  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

WILLIAM  R.  MORGAN. 

From  honored  New  England  ancestry  Will- 
iam R.  Morgan  is  descended.  He  was  born  in 
Bennington,  Vermont,  on  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mason  C.  and 
Martha  E.  (Safford)  Morgan,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Wilmington,  and  the  latter  of  Benning- 
ton, Vermont,  and  both  were  descended  from 
the  earliest  Welsh  and  English  settlers  of  New 
England.  The  founder  of  this  branch  of  the 
American  family  of  Morgans  was  Miles  Morgan, 
the  youngest  of  three  brothers,  James,  John  and 
Miles  Morgan,  who  sailed  from  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, in  March,  1636,  and  landed  at  Boston. 
Massachusetts.  Mason  C.  Morgan's  mother  was 
Phoebe  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Will- 
iam Williams.  Colonel  Kittredgc  Haskins,  M. 
C,  in  his  historical  address  on  the  one  hundred 
and  fourteenth  anniversary  of  American  inde- 
pendence in  Wilmington,  styled  him  as  "a  very 
remarkable  man.  perhaps  the  most  notable  man 
that  ever  resided  there ;"  he  took  active  part  in 
the  colonial  war,  French  and  Indian,  which  ter- 
minated with  the  peace  of  Paris,  1763.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  he 
early  became  interested  in  behalf  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause.  He  was  active  in  civil  as  well  as 
military  affairs.  He  was  with  his  regiment  at 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  it  is  recorded  of 
him  that  he.  distinguished  himself  by  great  gal- 
lantry and  justly  shared  in  the  glory  of  the  vic- 
tory which  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  day.  The 
original  charter  of  Bennigton  was  granted  to 
Colonel  William  Williams  and  others,  by  Gov- 
ernor Benning  Wei  it  worth,  colonial  governor  of 


New  Hampshire,  in  1749.  Phoebe  Williams  mar- 
ried Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Morgan,  a  surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  army. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Morgan  is  de- 
scended from  the  equally  old  and  noted  Safford 
family,  which  was  prominent  and  active  in  colon- 
ial and  Revolutionary  times,  in  church  and  state. 
Deacon  Joseph  Safford  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Bennington,  and  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  deacon  of  the  church  at  the  first  election  of 
this  kind  on  record  in  Vermont.  At  the  first 
town  meeting  he  was  appointed  town  treasurer 
and  one  of  the  tithing  men.  And  he,  with  one 
other,  built  the  first  grist  mill,  and  the  first  saw 
mill  in  Vermont.  General  Samuel  Safford,  eld- 
est son  of  Deacon  Joseph  Safford,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  land  title  controversy  with  New  York ; 
and  on  several  occasions  represented  the  town  in 
conventions  of  the  settlers  for  defence  against 
the  Yonkers,  and  also  for  forming  the  territory 
into  a  separate  state. 

When  the  committees  of  the  several  towns  met 
at  Dorset  in  July,  1775,  to  nominate  officers  for 
the  battalion  of  Green  Mountain  boys,  recom- 
mended by  Congress,  he  was  nominated  for  ma- 
jor, under  Warner  as  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
served  as  such  in  the  battles  of  Hubbardton  and 
Bennington,  and  throughout  the  war.  Before  the 
close  of  the  war  he  became  a  general  of  the  militia. 
He  was  a  representative  of  the  town  in  1781  and 
1782,  and  in  1783  was  elected  a  state  councillor, 
and  served  as  such  for  nineteen  years  in  success- 
ion. For  twenty-six  successive  years,  ending  in 
1807,  he  was  chief  judge  of  the  county  court  for 
Bennington  county.  He  was  an  upright  and  in- 
telligent man,  of  sound  judgment  and  universally 
respected. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written 
by  General  George  Washington  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Safford,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mr. 
Morgan  of  this  review.  The  original  of  this  let- 
ter hangs  in  the  library  of  the  historic  homestead 
of  the  Morgans  at  Bennington.: 

"Rocky  Hill,  near  Princeton, 

"22  September,  1783- 

"Sir :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
inst.  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
your  acceptance  of  the  Commutation  in  lieu  of 
half  pay. 

"Whatever  is  ncct-sary  to  be  done  for  the 
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future  settlement  of  your  accounts,  you  will  be 
fully  informed  by  applying  to  the  Pay  Master 
General,  John  Ptircc,  Esqr.,  who  is  authorized 
by  Congress  to  make  a  final  adjustment  with  the 
Officers  of  the  Army.   I  am,  Sir, 

"Your  Most  Obedient  Servant, 

'G.  Washington." 

"Lt.  Col.  Safford." 

William  R.  Morgan  supplemented  the  school- 
ing which  he  received  in  his  native  place  by  at- 
tendance at  the  Leland  Institute  of  Townshend, 
and  the  Troy  Conference  Academy  of  Poultney, 
Vermont.  His  later  youth  and  early  manhood 
were  spent  in  assisting  in  and  directing  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  homestead  farm,  and  this  tract, 
which  originally  comprised  hundreds  of  acres, 
included  a  large  portion  of  what  is  now  known  as 
Bennington. 

The  present  Morgan  estate  embraces  about 
two  hundred  acres,  at  least  one-half  of  which  is 
included  in  what  is  now  the  seventh  ward  of 
Bennington.  In  1851  Wiiiam  R.  Morgan  went 
to  the  west,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
mining  in  California.  He  returned  to  the  east  in 
1877,  and  purchased  the  interests  of  the  remain- 
ing heirs  in  the  family  estate.  However,  he  still 
has  his  mining  interests  in  California,  and  this 
connection  has  required  many  trips  across  the 
American  continent,  his  time  being  about  equally 
divided  between  the  east  and  the  west.  Politically 
he  was  in  an  early  day  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
afterward  became  a  supporter  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples. His  ability  and  integrity  were  recognized 
in  his  western  home  by  his  political  associates, 
and  numerous  trusts  were  imposed  upon  him. 
Somewhat  to  his  business  detriment  he  yielded 
to  the  persuasions  of  his  party  and  served  as 
county  coroner,  county  supervisor,  and  represent- 
ed his  county  in  the  state  legislature  in  1873  and 
1874  and  held  numerous  other  local  offices.  In 
his  native  place  Mr.  Morgan  also  served  a  term 
as  selectman  in  1893.  Wherever  known  he  is 
held  in  high  regard,  and  those  who  know  him 
best  are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends. 

Elmira  H.  Morgan,  a  sister  of  William  R. 
Morgan,  was  born  June  29,  1842,  in  the  oldest 
house  in  Bennington  village,  built  in  1774  by  her 
great-grandfather,  General  Samuel  Safford.  Her 
grandfather,  Samuel  Safford,  was  a  captain  in 
the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 


teen rendered  conspicuous  service  at  the  battle 
of  Bennington.  The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  New  England,  tracing  a  direct  descent  from 
Cotton  Mather,  also  from  Captain  Miles  Standish 
of  the  Mayflower.  The  personality  of  Miss  Mor- 
gan was  extremely  pleasing,  and  she  became  en- 
deared to  her  friends  and  acquaintances  by  her 
many  estimable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart ;  she 
inherited  from  her  Puritan  ancestors  a  generous 
share  of  those  sturdy  virtues  which  still  underlie 
and  strengthen  the  typical  New  England  char- 
acter. With  their  roughness  smoothed  and  soft- 
lened  by  time,  these  virtues  of  truth,  sincerity, 
firm  integrity  and  a  determination  to  follow  tlic 
right  at  any  cost,  made  a  most  admirable  charac- 
ter. She  possessed  a  mind  of  unusual  strength, 
enriched  by  travel  and  study  and  a  gift  of  ex- 
pression which  made  her  society  delightful  as 
well  as  stimulating.  An  active  member  of  the 
Order  of  Good  Templars,  and  of  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  she  did  excellent 
work  for  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  her  in- 
fluence was  powerful  to  prevent  any  admixtures 
of  politics,  and  held  the  Vermont  branch  of  the 
order  close  to  its  original  idea  of  promoting  the 
principles  of  temperance  alone.  Her  clear  head 
and  lucid  expression  of  opinion,  her  excellent 
judgment  and  executive  ability,  was  a  great  help 
in  the  formation  of  the  Vermont  Society  of  Colon- 
ial Dames,  in  which  she  was  deeply  interested. 
She  was  also  one  of  the  most  useful  and  devoted 
of  the  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  the  edifice  in  which  the  congregation 
worshipped  having  been  built  largely  through  her 
father's  generosity.  In  the  beautiful  home, 
where  she  was  the  mainspring  and  center,  in 
the  church  of  her  devoted  love,  in  the  village, 
for  tht  improvement  of  which  she  earnestly  la- 
bored, in  all  religious,  social  and  intellectual 
gatherings,  she  was  a  power  for  good,  a  mes- 
senger of  the  gospel  of  work  and  love.  Hers  was 
a  beautiful  and  helpful  life,  but  all  too  quickly 
endfd  on  the  nth  of  February,  1901.  The  place 
she  left  vacant  cannot  be  filled  while  this  genera- 
tion remains. 

"In  person  she  has  gone  from  us,  her  foot- 
steps have  forever  vanished  from  the  dear  old 
home  she  loved  so  well,  but  in  spirit  she  will  re- 
main with  us,  her  loving  words,  her  many  kind 
deeds,  and  her  benevolences  will  long  linger  in 
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the  delightful  memory  of  those  that  loved  her. 
She  lives  in  her  work  of  love  and  devotion,  and 
has  only  been  removed  to  a  higher  sphere  of  serv- 
ice where  the  powers  which  wrought  so  nobly 
here  have  no  longer  clog  or  hindrance.  She  left 
in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  her,  and  most 
of  all  with  those  who  knew  her  best,  profound  re- 
grets and  dear,  honored,  hallowed  memories." 

CHARLES  ROOT  DAVIS. 

Charles  Root  Davis,  of  Hardwick,  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  manufacturing  and  mercan- 
tile circles  of  this  section  of  the  state,  being  a 
successful  granite  manufacturer  and  likewise 
a  ilcaler  in  granite-workers'  tools  and  in 
groceries.  A  native  of  Craftsbury,  Vermont, 
he  was  born  July  2,  1863,  a  son  of  Amos  and 
Adeline  (Munger)  Davis.  Amos  Davis  was  born 
in  England,  but  came  to  this  country  when  a  child 
with  his  parents,  and  was  brought  up  in  Vermont, 
where  he  assisted  in  clearing  land,  in  the  mean- 
time suffering  all  the  privations  and  hardships 
incidental  to  pioneer  life.  He  worked  some  as 
a  farmer,  but  was  occupied  a  large  part  of  his 
life  as  a  spinner  in  a  woolen  mill. 

Charles  R.  Davis  spent  the  first  fifteen  years 
of  his  life  in  Danville,  Vermont,  from  the  age 
of  eight  years  earning  his  own  living.  He  sub- 
sequently worked  as  a  farm  laborer  until  at- 
taining his  majority,  when  he  went  to  St.  Johns- 
bury.  Vermont,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  granite- 
cutter,  and  remaining  there  fifteen  years,  his  last 
employer  being  R.  W.  Ladd,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained four  years,  leaving  his  service  July  17, 
18S8.  In  November,  1891,  Mr.  Davis  established 
himself  as  a  granite  manufacturer  and  merchant 
in  Hardwick,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a  large 
and  highly  prosperous  business,  manufacturing 
especially  monuments  of  artistic  work  and  value, 
disposing  of  them,  usually,  to  dealers,  although 
he  sometimes  sells  for  individual  erection.  He 
has  also  an  excellent  trade  in  granite  manufac- 
turer's supplies,  being  the  only  dealer  in  this  line 
of  goods  in  the  town.  He  is  a  fine  representative 
of  the  self-made  man  of  New  England,  winning 
success  in  life  through  his  own  efforts. 

On  May  30.  1886,  Mr.  Davis  married  Eva 
G.  Brown,  of  IVacham.  Vermont.  Her  father. 
Willard  T.  Brown,  a  native  of  England,  came  to 


this  country  when  two  years  old  with  his  parents, 
and  was  here  reared  and  educated.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Sixth  Ver- 
mont Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  for  three 
years,  being  a  hospital  nurse  a  part  of  the  time. 
He  married  Eliza  E.  Ford,  who  was  born  in 
England,  being  the  daughter  of  a  carpet  weaver, 
who  worked  for  many  years  as  a  journeyman 
in  a  tapestry  carpet  factory.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
have  four  children,  namely:  Sadie  E.,  born 
Mach  11,  1887;  Grace  M.,  born  January  29, 
1890;  Ruth  E.,  born  September  10,  1894;  and 
Etta  M.,  born  November  2,  1898.  Mr.  Davis  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  both  he  and  Mrs. 
Davis  are  members  of  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection. 

JOHN  EDWARD  SULLIVAN. 

John  Edward  Sullivan,  of  Hardwick,  is 
actively  identified  with  one  of  the  leading  in- 
dustries of  Caledonia  county,  being  an  extensive 
and  exceedingly  prosperous  granite  manufacturer. 
He  was  born  July  9,  1849,  >n  Bangor,  Maine, 
a  son  of  John  Sullivan.  John  Sullivan  was  born 
and  reared  in  Ireland,  emigrating  to  this  country 
when  a  young  man,  about  1838,  and  living  in 
Maine  until  his  death,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Ann  Welch,  came  to  this  country  when  a 
girl,  and  was  here  married.  She  survived  her 
husband,  dying  in  1897,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

John  E.  Sullivan  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Portland,  Maine,  after  which  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  at  the  granite- 
cutter's  trade  at  Groton  Junction,  now  Aver, 
Massachusetts.  The  ensuing  ten  years  he  worked 
in  various  places  as  a  journeyman,  becoming  an 
expert  at  his  trade.  Locating  in  Barre,  Vermont, 
in  1882,  as  a  granite  manufacturer,  he  built  up 
a  fine  business,  establishing  a  reputation  for  first- 
class  work.  In  1890  Mr.  Sullivan  removed  his 
business  to  Hardwick,  doing  business  with  two 
partners  from  that  time  until  1897  as  the  Hard- 
wick Granite  Company.  In  the  last  named  year 
he  started  out  alone  and  since  then  has  conducted 
an  independent  business,  and  has  developed  an 
important  and  steadily  increasing  trade,  making 
a  specialty  of  monumental  work  of  all  descrip- 
tions.   Most  of  his  product  goes  beyond  the 
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Mississippi  river.  In  his  earlier  life  he  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  for  the  past  six 
years  he  has  been  a  stanch  Republican.  An  in- 
dustrious business  man,  he  gives  no  attention  to 
practical  politics.  He  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Sullivan  married,  November  12,  1872, 
Annie  Mamon,  of  Fairfield,  Vermont,  a  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Bridget  (McGinn)  Marrion.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  of  their  union,  six  are 
living,  namely:  Alice  Gertrude,  wife  of  John 
Arthur  Moore,  who  is  in  the  office  with  Mr.  Sul- 
livan ;  Frances  Marian ;  Catherine  Agnes ;  Annie 
Garvey;  Alice  Hortcnse;  and  Margaret  Irene. 

CAPTAIN  CHARLES  E.  PARKER. 

The  record  of  Captain  Charles  Edmund 
Parker  contains  an  account  of  valiant  service 
in  the  Civil  war  and  of  fidelity  to  duty  in  every 
walk  of  life.  He  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Vergennes,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
2 1st  of  February,  1839.  His  father,  William 
Parker,  was  a  native  of  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts, his  birth  having  there  occurred  in  1803, 
and  in  1832  he  came  to  Vergennes,  Vermont. 
From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  this  city  until 
the  year  1808  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, being  one  of  the  oldest  merchants  in  point 
of  continuous  service  in  the  town,  but  in  the  lat- 
ter year,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years,  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
men  of  the  county,  and  held  many  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  among  them  being  that  of 
mayor  and  he  also  represented  his  town  in  the 
legislature.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  the 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Vergennes. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  l>ore  the  maiden  name 
of  Henrietta  Miller,  and  she  was  a  native  of 
Wallingford,  Vermont.  She  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families 
in  the  east,  and  her  line  of  descent  is  traced  back 
to  John  Alden.  Of  the  six  children  born  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker,  three  grew  to  years  of 
maturity  and  two  are  now  living,  the  sister  of  our 
subject,  Mary  Ellen,  being  Mrs.  Charles  O. 
Stevens,  whose  husband  is  one  of  the  influential 
men  of  Vergennes.  The  mother  was  called  into 
eternal  rest  when  she  had  reached  the  age  of 


seventy-two  years,  passing  away  in  the  faith  of 
the  Episcopal  church,  of  which  she  and  her 
husband  were  long  worthy  and  acceptable  mem- 
bers, and  tor  many  years  the  latter  served  as 
senior  warden.  They  were  loved  and  honored 
in  the  city  in  which  they  so  long  made  their 
home,  and  were  deeply  interested  in  everything 
pertaining  to  educational,  religious  and  temper- 
ance work  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  com- 
munity along  substantial  lines  of  progress. 

Charles  E.  Parker  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Vergennes,  and  was 
fitted  for  college  by  "Uncle"  Ben  B.  Allen,  who 
was  an  excellent  educator,  and  during  his  lifetime 
fitted  as  many  as  one  thousand  boys  to  enter  edu- 
cational institutions.  Entering  the  Norwich 
Military  Academy,  he  there  remained  for  eighteen 
months,  after  which  he  matriculated  in  Dart- 
mouth College,  graduating  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution in  i860.  Thus,  with  an  excellent  foun- 
dation upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of 
his  life  work,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  but  his 
studies  were  interrupted  by  the  inauguration  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  he  entered 
the  Seventh  Vermont  Infantry,  and  was  com- 
missioned as  first  lieutenant,  and  made  adjutant 
on  the  colonel's  staff,  and  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1862,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  of 
Company  E,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps.  He  served 
in  the  Department  of  the  «Gulf,  under  General 
Butler,  from  1862  until  the  latter  part  of  1863, 
during  which  time  he  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments of  Baton  Rouge,  Vicksburg,  Mobile  and 
many  other  hard-fought  battles  of  the  war.  On 
account  of  failing  health,  Captain  Parker  re- 
signed from  the  army  in  the  winter  of  1863  and 
returned  to  his  home  in  Vergennes,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and 
blinds,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hayes,  Flardo 
&  Parker,  and  the  firm  continued  to  do  an  ex- 
tensive wholesale  business  until  1878,  when  the 
great  panic  occurred,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
suspend  operations.  Captain  Parker  then  turned 
his  attention  to  electricity,  organizing  the  present 
electric  light  company  of  Vergennes,  with  three 
stockholders,  and  he  was  made  the  president. 
They  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  franchise,  and  first 
leased  and  carried  on  operations  in  the  old  power- 
house, but  later  purchased  their  present  building, 
which  they  equipped  with  all  the  latest  machinery 


Digitized  by  Google 


302 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


and  appliances  necessary  to  conducting  an  elec- 
tric light  plant  and  they  are  now  doing  an  ex- 
cellent business.  The  captain  is  also  interested  in 
various  other  concerns  tending  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  his  city,  and  in  1898  he  purchased 
his  present  beautiful  residence,  overlooking  the 
river,  and  in  this  charming  home  the  family  dis- 
pense a  gracious  hospitality  to  their  many  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

The  marriage  of  Captain  Parker  was  cele- 
brated in  1806,  when  Miss  Agnes  W.  Ripley  be- 
came his  wife,  she  being  a  native  of  Rutland, 
Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Y.  Ripley, 
the  pioneer  marble  dealer  of  that  city,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  business  for  many  years.  In  his 
family  were  the  following  children :  General  W. 
Y.  W.  Ripley,  of  Ruthland ;  General  Edward  H. 
Ripley,  who  makes  his  home  m  New  York ;  Julia 
R.  C,  wife  of  Seneca  M.  Dorr,  also  of  Rut- 
land ;  and  Agnes  W.,  the  wife  of  Captain  Parker. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  called  to  his  final 
rest  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  He  was  a  prominent  and  influential  man 
in  his  city  and  for  many  years  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Rutland  County  National  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  the  founder.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parker  has  been  born  one  child,  Grace  Agnes. 
The  Republican  party  receives  the  Captain's 
active  support  and  co-operation,  and  in  1885  he 
was  elected  to  the  important  office  of  mayor,  in 
which  he  served  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  For  two  years,  from  1894  until  1896, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and  is 
now  serving  as  superintendent  of  schools.  In 
1894  he  represented  Vcrgcnnes  in  the  state  legis- 
lature, and  served  on  the  military  committee  and 
committee  on  education.  He  is  a  member  of 
many  college  fraternities,  the  Zeta  Psi  and  the 
Theta  Chi  being  among  the  number,  and  he  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  Ethan  Allen  Post  No. 
3,  G.  A.  R.,  of  V  ergcnnes,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  commander,  and  at  the  present  time  is  holding 
the  office  of  adjutant.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the 
council  of  the  Department  of  Vermont,  and  is  a 
worthy  and  acceptable  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  For  four  consecutive  terms,  of  three 
years  each,  he  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
general  convention  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
during  that  time  the  revision  of  the  prayer  book 


took  place.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  mission- 
ary committee  of  the  diocese  of  Vermont,  is  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Vermont  Episcopal  Insti- 
tute and  has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  church  of  that  denomination.  He  is 
a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  of  liberal  culture, 
broad-minded  and  public-spirited,  and  Vermont 
numbers  him  among  her  representative  men. 

FRANK  LESLIE  PISH. 

The  law  has  ever  attracted  to  its  ranks  a  class 
of  men  gifted  with  keen  preceptions  and  logical 
minds,  men  who,  by  nature  or  training,  or  both, 
are  peculiarly  fitted  to  deal  with  the  problems 
which  arise  among  their  fellows.  In  reviewing 
the  prominent  members  of  the  Addison  county  bar 
the  name  of  Frank  L.  Fish  takes  precedence  of 
many  of  his  professional  brethren,  and  it  is  fitting 
to  present  to  his  numerous  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances the  sketch  of  his  useful  life. 

The  Fish  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  ones  in  the  east,  and  traces  its  ancestry 
to  Jonathan  Fish,  who  was  born  in  Sandwich, 
Massachusetts,  about  1690.  His  son,  John  Fish, 
was  born  in  Reading,  Massachusetts,  June  15, 
17 15,  and  subsequently  removed  to  within  three 
miles  of  the  village  of  Mendon,  that  state.  He  be- 
came the  father  of  Simeon  Fish,  who  was  born  in 
the  latter  town  on  the  17th  of  May.  1747,  and  his 
death  occurred  at  Athol,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1825.  He  served  as  a  valiant  and 
intrepid  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
enlisting  for  service  in  1775.  He  became  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  man  in  his  day,  and  was 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  many  positions 
of  honor  and  trust,  having  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  selectman  in  1786,  and  was  also  made 
moderator  of  the  town  meetings.  His  son,  who 
bore  the  name  of  Samuel,  became  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  Samuel  was  born  at 
Mendon.  Massachusetts,  on  the  17th  of  April. 
1769,  and  died  at  Athol,  that  state,  July  23.  1834. 
He  removed  to  the  latter  town  when  a  young 
man,  locating  on  Lyon's  Hill  and  later  on  the 
Petersham  Road.  He,  loo,  became  prominent  in 
the  public  life  of  the  locality  in  which  he  lived, 
and  was  made  surveyor  of  highways  and  collector 
of  taxes.  On  the  22A  of  August,  1793.  at  Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
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Betsa  Rigsbury,  who  was  born  in  1777,  and  died 
March  16,  1858.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children. 

Jason  Fish,  second  child  of  Samuel  and  Betsa 
(Rigsbury)  Fish,  was  born  at  Athol,  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  14th  of  February,  1796,  and  died 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity  July  9,  1876.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  made  his  home  in  Dummers- 
ton,  Vermont,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  and  held  a  number  of  local  offices. 
Frederick  Appleton  Fish,  eldest  ot  his  seven  chil- 
dren, was  bom  in  Athol,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
nth  of  October,  1819,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
Newfane,  Vermont,  July  23,  1896.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade,  and  was  a  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  in  the  community  in  which  he 
made  his  home.  Possessed  of  much  ability,  he 
was  yet  modest  and  cautious  to  an  extreme,  and 
absolutely  refused  to  accqjt  any  public  position 
of  trust  or  responsibility.  In  Dummerston,  this 
state,  in  1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Rebecca  (Winslow) 
Gates,  who  was  born  in  that  town  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1828.  Daniel,  father  of  Martin  Gates,  was 
captain  of  a  company  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
Frederick  A.,  and  Sarah  Fish,  were  the  parents 
of  a  son  and  daughter,  the  latter,  Abby  Emma, 
horn  November  29.  i860,  resides  at  Newfane, 
and  is  unmarried.   Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Frank  Leslie  Fish  was  born  September  17, 
1863,  in  Newfane,  Vermont,  where  his  first  edu- 
cational discipline  was  received  in  the  public 
school.  Pursuing  a  higher  education,  he  was  a 
student  in  the  Lcland  &  Gray  Seminary  at 
Townshend,  and  the  Vermont  Academy  at  Sax- 
ton's  River,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1886.  He  was  then  equipped  to  teach  others, 
and  began  his  labors  at  South  Londonderry  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year,  simultaneously  begin- 
ning the  study  of  law  with  A.  E.  Cudworth  of 
that  town.  In  the  following  June  he  became  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  James  M.  Tyler, 
of  Brattlcboro,  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court.  After  a  subsequent  reading  at  his 
home  in  Newfane.  he  went  to  Bellows  Falls  in 
the  spring  of  1888,  and  became  associated  as  a 
student  with  Lavant  M.  Read,  judge  of  probate 
for  the  district  of  Westminster.  While  pursuing 
his  lawr  studies  there  Mr.  Fish  performed  the 
duties  of  register  of  probate,  keeping  the  records 


of  the  district  for  his  preceptor.  During  his  stay 
in  Bellows  Kalis  he  also  spent  considerable  time 
in  writing  for  the  Bellows  Falls  Times,  the  local 
newspaper. 

Since  January,  1890,  Mr.  Fish  has  been  a 
resident  of  Vergcnnes,  whose  citizens  have  de- 
lighted to  honor  him,  and  whose  interests  he  has 
served  in  a  capable  and  most  acceptable  manner. 
For  a  period  of  six  consecutive  years  he  acted  as 
city  colector  of  taxes,  by  appointment  of  the  board 
of  aldermen,  and  was  collector  for  the  school  dis- 
trict during  the  same  time.  Upon  the  resignation 
of  William  H.  Bliss,  of  Middlebury,  Mr.  F'ish  was 
appointed  state's  attorney  for  Addison  county, 
December  1,  1891,  and  was  successively  nomi- 
nated by-  the  Republican  convention  in  1892, 
1894,  1896  and  1898,  being  elected  each  time. 
This  long  service  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his 
popularity  and  a  proper  tribute  to  his  ability  and 
faithfulness  in  the  prosecution  of  his  duties.  In 
March,  1900,  he  was  unanimously  recommended 
by  the  Vermont  delegation  in  congress  for  the 
position  of  bank  examiner  for  the  state,  to  which 
he  was  at  once  appointed.  He  resigned  the  office 
of  state's  attorney  April  18,  following,  and  at  once 
entered  upon  his  new  duties,  in  which  he  has  since 
distinguished  himself  as  an  able  and  faithful  of- 
ficer. His  jurisdiction  has  been  extended  to  in- 
clude Berkshire  and  Franklin  counties,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. He  is  president  of  the  Vermont  Fish 
and  Game  League,  and  is  a  member  of  Dor- 
chester Lodge  No.  1,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Ver- 
gcnnes. He  is  popular  as  a  public  speaker,  and 
is  able  to  render  service  to  his  party  in  its  cam- 
paigns. Believing  in  the  principles  and  works 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  seeks  to  extend  its 
power  and  influence,  and  was  made  chairman  of 
its  state  convention  in  1900.  A  most  affable  and 
companionable  man,  he  is  steadily  adding  to  an 
already  large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers,  and 
is  destined  to  render  further  service  to  the  state 
and  nation. 

Mr.  Fish  was  married  March  15,  1892,  to 
.Miss  Mary  I.  I. yon.  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  and 
Emerette  (Hopkins)  Lyon,  of  Watcrbury,  Ver- 
mont. Mrs.  Lyon  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Dr. 
Jonas  Fay.  of  Bennington,  who  was  clerk  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  during  the  Revolution,  and  also 
of  Colonel  Waite  Hopkins,  who  was  killed  on  an 
island  in  Lake  George  by  Tories  and  Indians  dur- 
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ing  the  same  struggle.  Chauncey  Lyon  is  now 
living  on  a  farm  at  Waterbury,  where  his  wife 
died  February  19,  1897,  survived  by  seven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living.  They  are  Mattie, 
wife  of  James  Thurston,  of  Waterbury;  Mary 
J.,  Mrs.  Fish;  Kate  B.,  Mrs.  Jay  H.  Warren, 
of  Minersville;  Frank  C,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont; Arthur  D.,  of  Waterbury;  Jessie  L.,  of 
Chicago ;  and  Lois,  of  Vergennes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fish  are  the  parents  of  Katherine  Sarah,  Freder- 
ick Lyon  and  Prudence  Hopkins.  The  family 
attends  divine  worship  with  the  Congregational 
church,  and  occupies  a  desirable  and  useful  po- 
sition in  the  social  life  of  the  community. 

HENRY  WILLIAM  SPAFFORD. 

Very  few  families  in  this  country  can  trace  a 
more  authentic  record  of  their  European  ancestry 
than  the  Spaffords.  The  name  appears  in  the 
Doomsday  Book,  which  has  a  record  of  the  lands 
of  England  as  parcelled  out  after  the  conquest 
by  William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  in  the  year  1066. 
Tradition  has  it — and  perhaps  in  the  absence  of 
a  better  theory  the  idea  may  be  given  some  con- 
sideration— that  the  name  originated  from  Spa 
(Spring)  and  Ford,  there  being  many  springs 
where  we  first  find  record  of  the  name,  and  fords 
at  that  time  would  naturally  be  found  there; 
hence  the  name,  at  first  Spa  and  Ford,  then  Spa- 
ford  and  finally  contracting  and  crvstalizing  into 
Spaford. 

The  family  in  this  country  trace  their  origin 
from  the  Yorkshire  (England)  branch.  In  York- 
shire there  is  still  a  small  town  bearing  the  name 
of  Spafforth,  where  is  located  the  grand  and  sub- 
stantial old  Spafforth  church,  and  near  by  are 
the  crumbled  ruins  of  the  once  magnificent  Spaf- 
forth castle,  built  and  owned  by  Lord  Spafforth, 
also  the  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  Lake  Spofford. 
The  names  of  Spafforth,  Spofford,  Spafford, 
Spaford,  Spoford,  Spawford  and  Spofferd  are 
familiar  on  many  of  the  old  as  well  as  the  later 
English  records,  and  in  this  country  the  spelling 
of  the  name  varies  quite  as  much  as  in  the  old. 
The  largest  branch  here  are  the  Spoffords,  the 
next  largest  the  Spaffords,  with  a  very  respecta- 
ble sprinkling  of  Spaffards,  Spafards,  Spat- 
ords,  Spofards,  Spofords,  Spawfords,  Spar- 
fords    and    many   others ;    but    whatever  or- 


thography is  adopted,  all  in  this  country 
trace  their  origin  from  John  and  Eliza- 
beth ( Scott)  Spofard.  Over  the  grave  of 
one  of  their  sons,  in  the  burying  ground  at  Brad- 
ford, Massachusetts,  the  stone  bears  the  inscrip- 
tion "John  Spaford,"  and  that  of  a  grandson 
in  the  cemetery  at  Georgetown  reads  "Jonathan 
Spafford."  The  name  appears  to  laave  been  very 
generally  spelled  Spafford  up  to  and  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolution.  Those  who  migrated  from 
the  old  homes  at  Rowley,  Georgetown  and  vicin- 
ity, during  or  before  this  period,  retained  this 
form  of  the  name  and  transmitted  it  to  their  de- 
scendants, but  in  later  years  those  remaining  in 
and  near  the  old  homes  gradually  adopted  the 
name  of  Spofford,  which  is  now  nearly  uniform  in 
Massachusetts,  claiming  that  in  so  doing  they 
more  closely  conformed  to  the  oldest  and  most 
authoritve  usage  of  their  English  relatives.  At 
this  distance,  however,  with  what  limited  light 
we  have  upon  the  subject,  it  would  seem  that  the 
name  of  Spofforth  possesses  more  claim  to  orig- 
inality, and  had  an  earlier,  more  authentic  and 
more  common  usage  in  England  than  any  and  all 
others. 

John  Spofard  (the  spelling  is  identical  with 
the  signature  on  his  will  dated  October  7,  1678) 
was  born  in  161 2  and  came  to  this  country  from 
Yorkshire,  England,  in  1638  or  1639.  His 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Scott,  and  who 
was  probably  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Scott  of 
Ipswich,  England,  came  to  this  country  when  she 
was  nine  years  old  in  the  ship  Elizabeth.  Noth- 
ing is  known  of  their  history  in  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  but  very  little  of  the  important  events  of 
their  lives  here.  They  became  the  progenitors 
of  the  large  family  which  now  bears  his  name  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Having  located 
in  the  primeval  forests  of  Rowley,  Massachusetts, 
they  reared,  defended,  protected  and  brought  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  eight  of  their  nine 
children,  one  dying  in  infancy.  When  John  Spo- 
fard died  he  left  for  his  family  a  comfortable  and 
even  a  large  competence  for  that  period,  as  is 
shown  by  a  published  copy  of  his  will.  The  fact 
that  he  left  his  family  so  well  provided  for,  living 
as  he  did  at  such  a  time  in  that  bleak  and  inhos- 
pitable wilderness,  surrounded  by  so  many  and 
such  great  disadvantages,  shows  him  and  his 
estimable  wife  to  have  been  of  good,  sturdy  stock. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


305 


The  exact  dates  of  his  birth,  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try, marriage  and  death,  also  his  place  of  burial, 
are  unknown.  He  and  his  wife  located  in  Row- 
ley, Massachusetts,  where  they  lived  for  about 
thirty  years,  when  they  moved  to  Spofford  Hill, 
now  Georgetown,  Massachusetts,  being  the  first 
family  to  locate  there.  When  infirmities  came 
upon  him  he  transferred  his  interests  there  to  his 
son  John  and  returned  to  Rowley,  where  he  died, 
probably  in  1678,  aged  about  sixty- six  years. 

John  Spaford  (as  the  name  is  spelled  on  his 
gravestone  at  Bradford,  Massachusetts),  second 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Spofard,  was 
born  in  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  October  24, 
1648.  He  was  married  March  9,  1675,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Wheeler,  and  they  settled  on  his  father's 
homestead  at  Georgetown,  where  thty  spent  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  They  raised  a  family  of  seven 
children,  one  dying  in  infancy.    He  died  April 

27,  1696,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and  his  grave 
may  still  be  seen  in  the  old  burying  ground  at 
Bradford,  the  gravestone  being  in  a  remarkable 
state  of  preservation  for  one  that  was  erected  over 
two  hundred  years  ago. 

Jonathan  Spafford  (the  spelling  of  the  name 
is  taken  from  his  gravestone),  third  son  ot  John 
and  Sarah  (Wheeler)  Spofard,  was  born  May 

28,  1684;  married  Miss  Jemima  Freethe,  and  set- 
tled in  Georgetown.  They  brought  up  a  family  of 
thirteen  children.  He  died  January  16,  1772, 
in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried 

/  in  Georgetown. 
/  Joseph  Spafford,  sixth  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Jemima  (Freethe)  Spafford,  was  bom  July  13, 
1720.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Eames  on  Septem- 
ber 3,  1745,  and  settled  in  Boxford,  Massachu- 
setts, where  they  resided  for  some  time,  then  re- 
moved to  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  and  from 
there  to  Weathersfield,  Vermont.  They  were  the 
fourth  family  to  settle  in  that  town,  then  a  wilder- 
ness. He  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Mary 
Marble,  and  six  children  were  reared  by  them. 
He  died  at  the  homestead,  March  13,  1803,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  and  was  buried  at  "The 
Plains"  cemetery  in  that  town. 

Joseph  Spafford,  second  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Marble)  Spafford  was  born  April  4,  1770. 
He  married  Miss  Rachel  Wright,  November  29, 
1789,  settled  on  the  Spafford  homestead  in 
Weathersfield,  Vermont,  and  reared  a  family  of 
aox 


eleven  children.  He  died  May  24,  1831,  aged 
sixty-one  years,  and  was  buried  at  "The  Plains" 
cemtery  in  that  town. 

Abel  Spafford,  oldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Ra- 
chel (Wright)  Spafford,  was  born  March  13, 
1790.  He  married  Miss  Matilda  Grout  March 
1,  181 1.  They  reared  six  children  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  and  one  died  in  infancy.  They 
spent  all  their  days  in  Wcthcrsfield,  Vermont, 
where  he  died  June  18,  1863,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  and  was  buried  at  "The  Plains." 

William  H.  Spafford,  oldest  son  of  Abel  and 
Matilda  (Grout)  Spafford,  was  born  September 
13,  1812,  and  married  Miss  Eliza  M.  Rumrill, 
January  1,  1837.  They  settled  in  Weathersfield, 
Vermont,  also  resided  for  some  time  in  Spring- 
field, C  avendish  and  Chester.  They  had  six  chil- 
dien,  one  died  in  infancy  and  one  in  childhood. 
Mr.  Spafford  died  in  Rutland,  June  3,  1893.  aged 
eighty  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
'  The  Plains,"  in  Weathersfield. 

In  the  beautiful  old  cemetery  known  as  "The 
Plains,"  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  of 
Weathersfield,  Vermont,  are  buried  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Marble)  Spafford;  Joseph  and  Rachel 
(Wright)  Spafford;  Abel  and  Matilda  (Grout) 
Spafford ;  William  H.  and  Eliza  (Rumrill)  Spaf- 
ford ;  and  many  of  their  descendants,  the  little 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Ezra  (Rumrill) 
Spafford  making  five  generations  of  the  family 
resting  in  that  cemetery.  Henry  \V..  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Eliza  (Rumriil)  Spafford,  has  a  burial 
lot  next  to  his  father's,  where  his  first  wife,  Mat- 
tic  E.  (Kingsbury)  Spafford,  is  buried. 

Henry  William  Spafford,  of  Rutland.  Ver- 
mont, second  son  of  William  II.  and  Eliza  (Rum- 
rill) Spafford,  was  born  in  Weathersfield,  Ver- 
mont, November  2,  1840.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  Caven- 
dish, Chester  and  at  Springfield  Seminary  and 
Chester  Academy.  On  leaving  home,  May  10, 
1857.  he  entered  the  railroad  service  as  station 
agent  at  Danby,  where  he  remained  until  April 
1,  1861,  when  he  was  appointed  station  agent  at 
North  Bennington,  and  removed  to  that  place. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted,  September  4,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany A,  Fourth  Vermont  Infantry,  and  left  the 
state  for  the  front  September  21.  On  reaching 
Washington  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
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Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Army 
Corps,  and  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
then  being  formed.  The  brigade  as  then  organ- 
ized consisted  of  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Vermont  regiments.  It  was,  however, 
better  known  in,  as  well  as  out  of,  the  state  as 
"The  Old  Vermont  Brigade.'"  The  regiment  re- 
mained in  this  organization  during  its  entire  term 
of  service.  The  brigade  was  separated  from  the 
Sixth  corps  only  once,  being  absent  from  the  field 
about  six  weeks,  when  it  was  sent  to  New  York 
city  in  August,  1863,  with  two  brigades  of  reg- 
ulars, to  suppress  the  riots  incident  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  draft  of  that  year.  After  completing 
its  work  there  and  on  returning  to  the  field  to 
assume  its  old  position  in  the  corps,  the  welcome 
given  the  brigade  by  its  comrades  in  anus  amount- 
ed to  an  ovation  which  was  entirely  unique  and 
will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  witnessed 
it.  The  brigade  participated  in  and  rejoiced  over 
all  the  successes,  triumphs  and  victories  and 
shared  in  all  the  misfortunes,  reverses  and  disas- 
ters which  befell  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac during  its  splendid  service  throughout  the 
war. 

Mr.  SpafTord  was  promoted  to  commissary 
sergeant  of  the  regiment  May  28,  1862 ;  was  cap- 
tured at  Brandy  Station,  Virginia,  October  11, 
1863,  and  confined  in  rebel  prisons  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  until  May  21,  1864.  He  wais  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Brattlcboro,  Septeml>cr  30,  1864, 
on  the  expiration  of  his  three  years'  period  of 
enlistment,  and  on  October  25  he  re-enlisted  and 
returned  to  his  old  regiment.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  quartermaster 
of  the  regiment,  November  6,  1864;  was  on  the 
stall  of  General  Lewis  A.  Grant  and  General 
George  P.  Foster,  commanders  of  the  Old  Bri- 
gade; was  acting  quartermaster  of  the  brigade 
during  the  latter  part  of  its  service  and  at  the 
time  it  was  disbanded  and  left  the  field  for  home. 
He  returned  to  the  state  with  his  regiment  and 
was  again  mustered  out,  at  Burlington,  Tulv  13, 
1865 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  SpafTord 
accepted  employment  as  bookkeeper  in  the  hide 
and  leather  house  of  Lapham  &  Clarendon  of  New 
York  city,  but  impaired  eyesight,  caused  by  hard- 
ships  and  exposures  during  his  long  service  in  the 


army,  compelled  him  to  surrender  his  position  and 
abandon  bookkeeping. 

He  then  went  to  Redfield,  New  York,  to  man- 
age a  large  tannery  plant  for  that  firm,  but  as 
the  business  did  not  prove  congenial  to  his  taste 
he  gave  it  up  and  once  more  returned  to  Vermont, 
where,  on  January  16,  1867,  he  again  entered  the 
service  of  the  Bennington  &  Rutland  Railway 
Company  as  station  agent  at  North  Bennington, 
the  position  which  he  vacated  when  enlisting  in 
18C1.  On  October  8,  1877,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  general  freight  agent,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1880,  to  be  general  passenger  agent  of 
the  road. 

On  April  24,  1884,  these  two  offices  were  re- 
moved from  North  Bennington  to  Rutland,  since 
which  time  Mr.  SpafTord  has  been  a  resident  of 
that  city.  He  held  the  position  of  gen- 
eral freight  and  passenger  agent  until  the 
road  was  purchased  by  and  absorbed  into 
the  Rutland  Railroad  system  on  May  to, 
1900.  He  was  appointed  local  freight  agent  of 
the  Rutland  Railroad  at  Rutland,  September  i, 
IQXX>,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  October  8, 
1902,  when  his  connection  with  railroad  interests 
were  severed,  after  forty-five  years  of  practically 
continuous  service,  broken  only  by  his  absence  at 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  SpafTord  was  married  October  5,  1864, 
to  Mattie  E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Fanny 
(  Spring)  Kingsbury,  of  Chester,  Vermont.  Mrs. 
SpafTord  died  June  3,  1877,  leaving  four  children: 
Eva  M.,  now  the  wife  of  George  M.  Rowell,  sta- 
tion agent  of  the  Rutland  Railroad,  at  Burling- 
ton, Vermont ;  Alton  W.,  paymaster  of  the  Howe 
Scale  Company,  Rutland ;  Mattie  E.,  a  student  in 
the  New  York  State  Library  School  at  Albany; 
and  Henrietta  \V.,  now  the  wife  of  John  B. 
Stearns,  a  furniture  dealer  of  Rutland. 

Mr.  SpafTord  Mas  married  again,  on  Decem- 
ber 5,  1878,  to  Lydia  Ella  Marsh,  daughter  of 
fared  ami  Almira  (Eaton)  Marsh,  of  Chester, 
Vermont,  from  which  marriage  they  have  five 
children :  Ella  Marsh,  now  the  wife  of  Francis 
Guy  Frink,  manager  of  the  Washington  Iron 
Works  Company,  Seattle,  Washington ;  Henry 
\Y.,  Jr.,  clerk  in  the  Howe  Scale  Company's 
office  at  Rutland;  J.  Marsh,  clerk  in  the  car  ac- 
countant's office  of  the  Rutland  Railroad  at  Rut- 
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land ;  L.  Harold  and  Samuel  E.  M.,  both  in  school 
at  Rutland. 

Mr.  Spafford  inherited  a  rugged  constitution 
and  is  blessed  with  good  health,  especially  good 
when  taking  into  consideration  the  strain  and  ten- 
sion that  he  has  carried  through  all  his  active 
and  untiring  business  life.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church  and  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  also  a  member  of 
the  Young  .Men's  Christian  Association  and  al- 
ways an  earnest  and  zealous  worker  for  its  inter- 
ests. He  has  always  been  an  al>olitionist,  a  pro- 
hibitionist and  an  uncompromising  Republican. 

He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Vermont  Soldiers' 
Home,  and,  on  his  duties  as  one  of  the  auditors, 
spends  a  small  part  of  his  time  at  the  Home  in 
Bennington.  Aside  from  this  he  is  taking  the 
much  needed  rest  which  his  long,  arduous  and 
faithful  public  service  has  so  justly  entitled  him 
to  enjoy. 

FRANK  J.  BAILEY. 

Frank  J.  Bailey,  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of 
a  family  who  have  been  long  and  favorably  known 
in  his  vicinity.  (See  sketch  of  Isaac  D.  Bailey.) 
Orra  Bailey,  father  of  Frank  J.  Bailey,  was  born 
in  Dummerston,  Vermont,  January  15,  1828.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school,  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  granite-cutter:  he  fol- 
lowed this  occupation  and  that  of  quarryman  all 
his  life,  and  being  an  industrious,  capable  man 
he  met  with  a  marked  degree  of  success.  All 
his  life  was  spent  in  the  towns  of  Dummerston 
and  Brattleboro,  with  the  exception  of  the  fifteen 
years  preceding  his  death,  when  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  M.  Pcttee,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  them :  Frederick  W.,  who 
married  Miss  Addie  May,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  were  Merton  and  Lena ; 
by  a  second  marriage,  to  Miss  Ada  Prentice,  two 
children  were  born,  Anne  and  Julia.  The  second 
child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orra  Bailey  was 
Frank  J.  Bailey.  Orra  Bailey  died  in  1894.  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  sonsistent  members  of  the  Baptist  church 
of  Brattleboro. 

Frank  J.  Bailey,  younger  son  of  Orra  and 


Julia  (Fettee)  Bailey,  was  born  January  15,  1855, 
and  reared  in  Windham  county,  Vermont.  His 
preliminary  education  was  received  in  ttic  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town,  and  this  was 
supplemented  later  by  a  course  in  the  Leland  and 
Grey  Seminary  at  Townshend,  Vermont.  He 
commenced  his  business  career  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  capacity 
of  commercial  traveler  ;  he  represented  New  York 
and  Chicago  houses,  and.  being  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  details  Of  this  vocation,  he 
continued  in  this  line  of  work  successfully  for 
fifteen  years.    He  then  removed  to  Fitchburg, 


FRANK  J  BAILEY. 


Massachusetts,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business :  he  finally  located  in  Brattleboro, 
where  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  success- 
fully conducted  a  general  real  estate  trade,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  farms. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  although  he  has  never  sought  or 
held  office,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  the 
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campaigns,  at  which  he  is  a  regular  attendant, 
and  for  several  years  had  charge  of  the  cam- 
paign work  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  town. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  Columbia  Lodge 
No.  36,  F.  &  A.  M.  On  December  28,  1876,  Mr. 
Bailey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine 
F.  Field,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  N.  and  Maria 
(Knapp)  Field,  of  Dummcrston,  Vermont 

EDWARD  JARVIS  MATHEWS. 

Edward  J.  Mathews,  who  has  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  is 
now  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  sheep- 
raising  at  Middlebury,  was  born  May  5,  1827, 
in  that  town.  His  father,  Deacon  Eli  Mathews, 
was  born  at  Stoneham,  Massachusetts,  February 
6.  1794,  a»d  came  to  Addison  county,  Vermont, 
with  his  father,  Captain  Timothy  Mathews,  who 
followed  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  making  shoes 
to  order.  Captain  Mathews  married  Lois  Damon, 
who  was  also  born  in  Stoneham,  Massachusetts. 
At  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  joined 
the  Colonial  army  and  at  the  time  of  the  war  of 
1812  he  again  fought  for  his  country,  raising  and 
commanding  a  company  from  Middlebury.  He 
was  active  in  church  work  and  a  prominent  and 
influential  man  of  his  community.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 4,  1857,  al  tne  aSe  °*  ninety-three  years, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  five  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  ninety-five. 

Eli  Mathews  engaged  in  teaching  school  in 
early  life.  He  also  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  the  village  of  Middlebury 
until  1848.  when  he  purchased  the  place  which  is 
now  owned  by  his  son,  and  which  was  formerly 
the  ol<!  Stowell  farm.  It  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  acres  of  valuable  land.  Eli 
Mathew  s  also  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
in  every  way  loyal  to  his  country  and  her  wel- 
fare. For  many  years  he  served  as  a  deacon  in 
the  Congregational  church  and  by  that  title  was 
widely  known.  He  married  Annis  Lothrop,  who 
was  bom  in  Easton,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  Lothrop,  who  was  also  born  at  that  place 
and  belonged  to  an  old  family  there.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  reared  a  family  of 
nine  children,  and  died  in  Easton  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  His  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years. 


To  Eli  Mathews  and  his  wife  were  born  two- 
sons,  Edward  J.,  and  Charles  W.,  who  is  a  farm- 
er, residing  near  Middlebury.  The  father  died 
October  4,  1864,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Like  him,  she  was 
a  very  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

Edward  J.  Mathews  was  reared  in  the  village 
of  Middlebury,  and  in  the  public  schools  he  ac- 
quired his  education.  He  has  always  carried  on 
general  farming.  In  addition  to  this,  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  he  was  clerk  of  the  Addison  county 
Marble  Company  and  had  charge  of  its  affairs. 
The  house  in  which  he  lives  was  erected  in  1812, 
and  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  locality,  hav- 
ing for  many  decades  been  a  silent  witness  of  the 
events  which  have  made  history  here.  In  con- 
nection with  the  cultivation  of  his  land  Mr. 
Mathews  was  engaged  in  raising  Merino  sheep 
for  twenty  years  and  is  now  conducting  a  large 
dairy. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1850,  Mr.  Mathews 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Moore,  a 
daughter  of  Warren  Moore,  a  farmer  and  well 
known  resident  of  Middlebury.  She  was  born 
here,  while  her  father's  birth  occurred  in  Sud- 
bury, Massachusetts,  whence  he  came  to  Middle- 
bury, and  here  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Laura  Woodard, 
was  bom  in  Randolph.  Vermont,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  John  H.  Woodard,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whence  he  went  to  Randolph,  and  his 
wife,  Susan  Woodard,  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Warren  Moore  were  born  four  children: 
Mrs.  Mathews;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  James  Val- 
lette,  of  Middlebury ;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Charles 
W.  Mathews,  a  brother  of  our  subject ;  and  James, 
who  died  about  the  time  of  his  majority.  The 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  in 
the  faith  of  the  Congregational  church,  to  which 
she  belonged. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathews  have  one  son,  Charles 
James,  whose  birth  occurred  October  16,  1855. 
He  pursued  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
spending  his  youth  under  the  parental  roof.  After 
completing  his  education  he  spent  four  years  in 
a  store  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Middlebury,  and  for  four  years 
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-was  in  the  store  of  Beckwith  &  Company.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  in  connection 
with  his  father,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
to  this  work.  In  May,  1880,  he  married  Jennie 
Brooks,  a  native  of  Middlcbury  and  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  brooks,  a  painter,  now  deceased. 
Charles  J.  Mathews  and  his  wife  have  three  sons: 
Edward  Moore,  who  is  working  on  his  grand- 
father's farm ;  Fred  B.,  who  is  an  employe  in  the 
Benedict  mercantile  establishment  in  Middlebury ; 
and  William  McKinley,  at  home.  C.  J. 
Mathews  was  elected  a  selectman  in  1889  and 
by  re-election  has  also  been  continued  in  that 
office  to  the  present  time.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Republican  town  committee  and  is  a  most 
active  Republican,  doing  everything  in  his  power 
to  secure  the  success  of  his  party  and  its  candi- 
dates. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  a  past  master  of  the  blue  lodge  and  past  high 
priest  of  the  chapter.  He  has  also  held  office  in 
the  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

Edward  J.  Mathews  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Zachary  Taylor  in  1848.  and  since  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  has  never 
wavered  in  his  allegiance  thereto.  He  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  filling  the  office  for  thirty 
years,  and  his  long  service  is  incontrovertible 
proof  of  his  fidelity  to  duty  and  his  impartial 
rulings.  For  many  years  he  was  also  road  super- 
visor, was  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen 
for  six  years,  during  which  time  he  served  for  five 
years  as  its  chairman  and  declined  to  serve 
longer.  He  was  first  elected  to  this  office 
in  1888,  and  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
stone  bridge  over  Otter  creek.  For  ten  years  he 
served  as  county  commissioner,  until  the  office 
was  abolished,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  town 
board  of  license  commissioners. 

The  Mathews  family  are  all  identified  with 
the  Congregational  church,  in  which  our  subject 
is  now  serving  as  clerk,  and  the  influence  of  the 
family  has  ever  been  on  the  side  of  progress, 
improvement  and  the  right. 

ANDREW  JACKSON  MARSHALL. 

One  of  the  honored  business  men  and  vener- 
able citizens  of  Middlebury.  Addison  county,  Ver- 
mont, is  he  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph, 


and  who  bears  a  name  which  has  ever  stood  ex- 
ponent for  the  most  sterling  personal  character- 
istics, the  deepest  appreciation  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  citizenship  in  our  great  republic, 
and  one  which  has  been  indissolubly  identified 
with  the  annals  of  New  England  from  an  early 
epoch  in  its  history.  There  have  been  strong 
men  and  true,  as  one  generation  has  followed  an- 
other,— men  loyal  to  our  national  institutions  and 
to  the  duties  of  patriotism  which  find  exemplifi- 
cation not  more  in  the  hour  of  dread  warfare 
than  in  the  "piping  times  of  peace."  Thus  it  is 
gratifying  for  the  compilers  of  this  work  to  be 
able  to  offer  even  a  brief  resume  of  the  personal 
and  ancestral  historv  of  Andrew  Jackson  Mar- 
shall. 

The  old  Granite  state  of  the  Union  figures  as 
the  place  of  Mr.  Marshall's  nativity,  since  he  was 
born  in  Hollis.  Hiilsboro  county,  New  Hampshire, 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1823.  His  father,  John 
Marshall,  was  born  in  Jatfrey,  that  state,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1785,  being  the  son  of  Silas  Mar- 
shall, the  date  of  whose  birth  was  February  20, 
1745,  while  he  likewise  was  born  at  Jaffrey,  where 
his  early  years  were  passed.  After  attaining  years 
of  maturity  he  removed  thence  to  Dunstable  and 
still  later  to  Hollis.  that  state,  and  in  the  last  men- 
tioned place  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  long 
and  signally  useful  life,  lieing  eighty-eight  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  having  de- 
voted practically  his  entire  life  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Silas  Marshall  as  a  young  man  was 
married  to  Miss  Eunice  Bailey,  who  was  born  on 
the  24th  of  April,  1749,  and  who  proved  a  de- 
voted companion  and  helpmeet  during  the  long 
years  of  their  wedded  life,  her  death  occurring  at 
the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  all,  of  whom  lived 
to  years  of  maturity  and  all  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  parents  were  members  of  the  ortho- 
dox church  and  were  folk  of  sterling  character, 
making  their  lives  prolific  of  good. 

The  first  ancestor  in  America  was  John  Mar- 
shall, who  arrived  in  Massachusetts  on  the  ship 
Hopewell  in  1634.  and  settled  in  Boston.  His 
wife's  name  was  Sarah. 

His  son,  John  Marshall  (2),  bom  in  1632. 
was  granted  six  acres  of  land  at  Billerica,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1656-7.  His  house  there  was  still 
standing  in  1883.    He  died  in  1702,  aged  seventy 
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years.  lie  had  three  wives.  In  iU>j  he  married 
Hannah  Atkinson,  of  Concord,  who  died  in  1(165. 
In  the  same  year  he  married  Mary  Burrage, 
daughter  of  Juhn  Burrage,  of  Lharlcstown.  She 
died  in  1680,  and  in  1681  he  married  Damans 
White,  a  widow,  of  Maiden.  Of  his  nine  children 
only  two  grew  to  maturity :  John  and  Johanna, 
offspring  of  the  second  wife. 

John.  (3),  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Burrage; 
Marshall,  was  lx>rn  August  2,  1(171.  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1605.  to  l  msc  Rogers,  lie  died  in  1713. 
He  had  seven  children. 

Thomas  (4),  son  of  John  .Marshall,  l>orn  in 

1706,  married  Kuth  —  ,  in  1727.    She  died 

in  1  —  -i  1 .  having  borne  him  seven  children.  His 
s<.v«»ii  1  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1742.  was  named 
Man.  She  died  in  1770.  having  been  the  mother 
of  eight  children.  He  died  in  1778.  In  1734 
he  was  one  of  sixty  heads  of  families  to  form  the 
new  town  of  Tewkesbury,  and  in  1773  he  was 
one  of  the  highest  taxpayers  of  that  town.  Silas 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Marshall  and  his  second 
wife. 

John  Marshall,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  JalTrey, 
whence  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Dunstable  ami  later  to  Hullis.  while  his 
educational  advantages  were  such  as  were  sup- 
plied by  the  common  schools.  In  the  last  men- 
tioned place  be  continued  to  reside  until  middle 
life,  having  been  there  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  line  of  enterprise  he  brought 
to  bear  that  energy,  sagacity  and  discrimination 
which  ever  foster  definite  success,  for  he  overcame 
obstacles  through  his  indomitable  self-reliance 
and  determination.  In  1827  be  removed  to  l\p- 
erell,  Massachusetts,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
to  whose  cultivation  he  gave  his  attention  until 
his  death,  on  the  ~th  of  February.  1862.  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  January  22,  1.8 15, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  John  Marshall 
to  Miss  Sally  Fisk,  who  was  born  in  Nashua, 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  2ist  of  March,  1780.  the 
place  having  at  the  time  been  known  as  Dunstable. 
Tlicro  her  father.  Nathan  I'isk,  was  also  bom, 
the  date  of  his  nativity  having  been  June  13,  1764, 
and  in  that  locality  he  passed  his  entire  life, 
having  been  engaged  in  fanning,  and  his  life 
being  prolonged  to  a  good  age.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  French,  was  bom  in 


Jaffrey,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1763,  and  she  lived  to  attain  middle  life.  Nathan 
and  Martha  (French)  Fisk  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  six  lived  to  years  of 
maturity,  while  all  are  now*  deceased.  Of  the 
four  children  of  John  and  Sally  (Fisk)  Marshall, 
the  latter  of  whom  lived  to  the  very  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years,  her  death  occurring  oti  the 
24th  of  November,  1 880,  the  two  surviving  her 
are  Andrew  J.,  the  subject  of  this  review :  and 
Sarah  Jane,  who  is  the  widow  of  Roswcll  T. 
Smith,  and  who  maintains  her  home  in  Nashua, 
New  Hampshire. 

Andrew  J.  Marshall  was  but  three  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  from 
Hollis  to  IYperell,  and  in  the  latter  place  he  re- 
ceived a  good  common  school  education,  while  he 
earlv  began  to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  work 
of  the  homestead  farm.  He  continued  to  be 
identified  with  agriculture  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Nashua.  New  Hampshire,  and  there  was  em- 
ployed as  station  agent  of  the  Worcester  & 
Nashua  Railroad  for  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which,  in  1865.  be  came  to 
Middlebury,  Vermont,  in  the  capacity  of  station 
agent  at  this  point,  remaining  in  this  office  until 
1897.  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  year-.  This 
long  tenure  of  a  responsible  and  exacting  office 
indicates  more  clearly  than  can  any  words  of  ours 
how  faithful  and  able  must  have  been  his  service 
and  how  greatly  appreciated  by  the  company  by 
which  he  was  employed.  When  he  assumed 
charge  of  this  station  his  only  assistant  was  one 
clerk,  and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  his  office 
corps  comprised  four  clerical  assistants,  while  he 
had  the  entire  Mijiorvision  of  the  passenger, 
freight  and  telegraph  business  at  this  point. 
Previous  to  his  retirement  Mr.  Marshall  had.  in 
i88j,  established  himself  in  the  coal  business  in 
Middlebury,  and  this  enterprise  he  has  ever  since 
successfully  conducted,  controlling  a  large  and 
profitable  business  and  having  a  representative 
supporting  patronage.  No  citizen  enjoys  a  higher 
measure  of  confidence  and  regard  in  the  com- 
munity, and  though  he  is  well  advanced  in  age. 
his  years  Test  lightly  u|x>n  him  and  he  manifests 
the  vigor  and  energy  of  a  man  much  younger, 
giving  his  active  supervision  to  his  business  af- 
fairs. 
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It)  politics  Mr.  Marshal!  gives  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  anil  his  mature  judgment 
and  marked  executive  ability  have  been  called  in- 
to play  through  his  incumbency  of  various  local 
offices.  He  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  n 
member  of  the  Ixjard  of  selectmen,  was  for  two 
terms  overseer  of  the  poor  and  also  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  village  board  of  trustees,  on 
which  he  served  for  a  number  of  years,  while  for 
the  long  term  of  twenty-one  years  he  has  been  a 
zealous  and  valued  memlier  of  the  school  board 
of  Middlebury.  His  religious  views  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  tenets  of  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  he  and  his  family  are  regular 
attendants,  For  the  past  fifteen  years  Mr.  .Mar- 
shall has  been  affiliated  with  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the 
principal  offices. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1850,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  .Mr.  .Marshall  to  Miss  Mary  L>. 
(ieorge.  who  was  born  in  the  town  now  known 
as  W  ebster,  in  Merrimac  county,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, on  the  5th  of  August.  1830,  being  a  daugh- 
ter of  Austin  (ieorge,  who  was  born  May  18, 
1792,  a  son  of  Austin,  Sr..  who  was  l>orn  Janu- 
ary 2.  1750.  and  who  died  in  January,  1817. 
Austin  (ieorge,  Jr..  was  an  able  physician  and  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Jeffrey,  Xew  Hampshire,  where  his 
death  occurred  on  the  25th  of  January.  1832. 
Dr.  'ieorge  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Coffin 
Knight,  who  was  horn  on  the  12th  of  April,  1802, 
an- 1  who  died  011  the  27th  of  (  ktober.  185S.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Sarah  1  Coffin  1 
Knight,  the  former  of  whom  was  bom  on  the 
10th  of  July.  1757.  and  who  died  in  March.  1818, 
while  the  latter  was  born  November  7.  1750.  and 
died  October  2.  1812,  their  marriage  having  Ikcu 
solemnized  in  1784.  Dr.  (.ieorge  and  wife  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  of  win  mi  Mrs. 
Marshall  is  the  only  one  now  living.  Phoebe  < 
born  September  9.  iS_>j,.  died  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1855;  and  Elizabeth,  born  on  the  29th  of 
January.  1827,  died  on  the  27th  of  December, 
loot.  Mrs.  Elizal>eth  C.  (ieorge  entered  into 
eternal  rest  on  the  2d  of  October,  1858,  both  she 
and  her  husband  having  been  members  of  the 
Congregational  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh- 
all have  two  children,  (  ieorge,  who  married  Miss 
Adell  Corey,  is  a  prominent  merchant  in  Middle- 


bury  and  has  one  son,  Bertram,  who  was  gradu- 
ated from  Middlebury  College  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1895.  and  who  then  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine.  After  pasAug  two  years  in  Washing- 
ton, as  a  student  in  Columbia  Medical  College, 
he  went  to  Xew  York  city,  where  he  became  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  com- 
pleting a  thorough  course  and  graduating  in  1899, 
after  which  he  was  connected  with  hospital  work 
in  the  city  of  Alliany  for  one  year,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession 
in  New  York's  capital  city.  The  daughter  is 
Clara  Lizzie,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home. 
The  family  is  prominent  in  the  best  social  life 
of  the  community,  where  the  friends  of  its  mem- 
bers are  in  number  as  their  acquaintances. 

CiKuKCK  HENRY  TOWN  SEND. 

(ieorge  Henry  Townsend,  granite  dealer  at 
Hardwick.  is  a  progressive  and  eminently  success- 
ful business  man.  He  was  lx>rn  in  Springfield. 
Massachusetts.  Deceinlier  30,  1807.  and  has  sup- 
ported himself  since  eleven  years  old.  He  at- 
tended district  schools  in  winter,  and  worked  on 
farms  in  'iimnier.  I  "or  a  period  of  eighteen 
menu  lis  he  was  a  chairman  on  the  survey  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  At  (iranby.  province 
of  Ouebcc,  be  attended  an  academy  three  \e.irs. 
(ioing  to  P.arre,  Vermont,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  at  which 
he  spent*  two  years.  He  then  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  two  years  with  Millie  &  Wiley, 
at  stone-cutting,  which  has  since  been  his  occu- 
pation. For  about  three  years  he  conducted  a 
business  of  his  own  at  P.arre,  and.  after  spending 
a  year  at  Newport,  he  came  to  Hardwick.  in  iS.jo. 
For  a  short  time  he  was  in  charge  of  what  is 
known  as  the  '•Columbian"  shop,  and  continued 
some  vears  as  a  journevman.  In  |S<>K.  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Robert  Mackie.  for  con- 
ducting the  stone  business,  which  continued 
two  \ears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr. 
Townsend  bought  out  his  partner  and  ha*  since 
continued  alone,  devoting  himself  to  monumen- 
tal work  of  ,-)]!  kinds,  making  a  specialty  of  ar- 
tistic carving,  and  has  built  up  a  wide  and  en- 
viable reputation  throughout  New  England.  He 
avails  himself  of  all  modern  methods  of  cutting 
and    manufacturing    granite,    using  pneumatic 
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tool*  atul  other  improved  appliances  for  facilitat- 
ing work,  which  he  executes  artistically  and 
promptly.  Recently  he  received  some  very  large 
orders,  one  from  the  cast  bjnng  for  a  mausoleum 
that  amounted  to  four  car  loads. 

Mr.  Townsend  is  a  steadfast  Republican  in 
poliiics,  but  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors, 
the  demands  of  his  business  interests  requiring 
his  undivided  attention.  lie  is  a  member  of 
Hardwick  Lodge  No.  68,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which 
he  is  right  scene  supporter.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  An- 
cient Order  of  Foresters,  as  well  as  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  married  June  u,  1893,  to 
Merry  Christmas  Averill,  who  was  bom  Decem- 
ber 25.  1872,  at  Rarrc,  Vermont,  daughter  of  John 
W.  and  Adeline  (Trow)  Averill.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Townsend  arc -the  parents  of  two  children:  Lu- 
cille Mary,  l>orn  January  1,  1895,  and  Howard 
Averill,  October  18,  1896.  Mr.  Townsend's  fa- 
ther, Abner  Peletiah  Townsend,  was  a  native  of 
Keene,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  did  business 
as  a  jeweler  for  some  years.  He  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  a  Massachusetts  regiment  in  the  Civil  war. 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK  CLARK. 

William  Frederick  Clark,  of  Glover,  Ver- 
mont, is  descended  on  his  father's  side  from  an- 
cestors who  have  been  for  several  generations 
numbered  among  the  most  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  and  is  a  representative  of  .1 
race,  the  founder  of  which  in  America  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Cephas  Clark,  great-grandfather  of 
William  Frederick  Clark,  was  a  Baptist  minister 
and  a  truly  good  and  highly  respected  man.  The 
traditions  which  have  been  handed  down 
show  that  his  ancestry  came  from  England  about 
the  time  Boston  was  settled-  The  family  crest 
still  used  by  some  members  of  the  Clark  family 
shows  that  they  liclouged  to  an  ancient  and  honor- 
able family.  Cephas  Clark,  Jr..  son  of  Cephas, 
was  born  in  Keene.  New  Hampshire.  July  17, 
1784.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  in  Colonel 
Steele's  regiment,  which  was  stationed  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire.  He  married,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1805,  in  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire, 
Deborah  Wilbur,  who  was  descended  from  a  fam- 


ily which  traced  its  pedigree  through  the  fol- 
lowing generations : 

Samuel  Wildborc  (1),  as  the  name  was  or- 
iginally spelled,  came  from  England,  either  with 
Winthrop's  company,  or  very  shortly  after,  as 
is  proved  by  the  records  of  the  church  in  Boston, 
which  show  that  Samuel  Wildbore  and  his  wife 
joined  the  church  in  1633.  Later  he  went  to 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  acquired  a 
valuable  estate.  While  here  he  embraced  the 
"dangerous  doctirne  of  Cotton  and  Wheelwright" 
and  was  banished  in  1637.  He  and  seventeen 
others  fled  to  Providence.  By  the  advice  of 
Roger  Williams  these  eighteen  persons  purchased 
of  the  Indians  the  island  of  Aquidneck  (now 
Rhode  Island)  and  founded  the  colony  there. 
In  1645  he  returned  to  Massachusetts.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel,  Joseph,  William  and 
Shadrach.  The  care  of  his  property  in  Rhode 
Island  was  left  to  Samuel  and  William,  and  that 
at  Taunton  to  Joseph  and  Shadrach.  Samuel,  Jr., 
was  one  of  the  patentees  in  the  Royal  Charter 
of  1663.  in  Rhode  Island. 

Shadrach  Wildborc  (2),  fourth  son  of  Sam- 
uel Wildlxire,  was  bom,  it  is  probable,  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  whither  his  parents  had  emi- 
grated, and  removed  at  some  time  during  his  life 
to  Taunton,  Massachusetts.  His  children  were: 
Samuel,  Jr.,  Joseph,  William,  Shadrach. 

Shadrach  Wildborc,  Jr.,  (3),  fourth  son  of 
Shadrach,  was  born,  probably,  in  Taunton,  Mas- 
sachusetts, whence  he  removed,  at  what  date  is 
not  stated,  to  Raynham.  Massachusetts.  His 
children  were  Shadrach,  Meshach,  Joseph  (4), 
Jacob  and  Abijah.  Nathaniel  Wilbur  (5),  son 
of  Joseph  (4),  and  grandson  of  Shadrach  Wil- 
bur, Jr.,  was  born  October  23,  1755,  and  was  a 
Baptist  preacher,  serving  for  forty  years  as  the 
pastor  of  a  church  in  Westmoreland.  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  married.  October  19,  1780,  Deborah 
Aldrich,  of  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire,  and 
seven  children  were  t>orn  to  them:  Nathaniel; 
Azel ;  Joseph  :  Deborah  (6),  who  became  the  wife 
of  Cephas  Clark,  mentioned  above;  Caleb; 
Alvah ;  and  Warren. 

Cephas  Clark  lived,  at  different  times,  in 
Westmoreland  and  Keene,  New  Hampshire, 
Rutland  and  Glover,  Vermont.  He  and  his  wife, 
Deborah  (Wilbur)  Clark,  born  in  Westmore- 
land, New  Hampshire,  April  18,  171*0.  were  the 
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parents  of  the  following  children:  Caleb  Al- 
drich,  born  in  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire, 
December  14,  1807,  died  in  Glover,  Vermont, 
July  to,  1883;  Cephas  Cheney,  born  September 
30,  1809,  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  died  in  Glover, 
Vermont,  October  23,  1869;  Amasa  Ford,  also 
born  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  June  22,  181 1,  died 
in  Wilmington,  Massachusetts,  September  5, 
1879;  Alvah  Ward,  born  July  9,  1813,  in  Keenc, 
New  Hampshire,  died  in  Glover,  Vermont,  In 
June,  1884  ;  Deborah  Wilbur,  born  May  31,  1815, 
in  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire,  died  in 
Greensboro,  Vermont,  March  13,  1882;  Nathan- 
iel Evelyn,  born  in  June,  1817,  in  Keenc,  New 
Hampshire,  died  in  Glover,  Vermont,  October 
11,  1820;  Frederick  Plummer  Abbott,  born  May 
21,  1819,  in  Glover,  Vermont,  where  he  died 
February  6,  1889;  Betsey  Alfrcda,  born  August 
27,  1821,  in  Glover,  Vermont,  and  died  in  the 
same  place,  in  July,  1880;  Abigail  Richardson, 
born  May  14,  1824,  died  in  November,  1891,  and 
this  daughter  and  all  the  children  who  came  after 
her  were  born  in  Glover,  Vermont,  and  all,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  died  there:  Nathaniel 
Evelyn  (2),  born  March  10,  1826;  Fanny  Can- 
dace,  born  June  18,  1828,  died  September  8, 
i860;  Ezra  Leonard,  born  August  29,  1830,  died 
in  April,  1896,  in  Wakefield,  Massachusetts.  It 
may  be  interesting  to  a  later  generation,  as 
illustrative  of  life  in  the  northern  part  of  New 
England  more  than  eighty  years  ago,  to  learn 
that  when  Cephas  Clark  and  his  family  moved 
from  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire,  to  Glover, 
Vermont,  in  October.  1818,  their  household 
goods  were  transported  on  a  two-ox  sled,  and 
their  first  dwelling  in  their  new  place  of  abode 
was  a  log  house  which  they  built  after  their  ar- 
rival. A  flax  wheel  which  belonged  to  them  at 
the  time  of  this  migration  is  now  an  heirloom 
in  the  Clark  family.  Mrs.  Clark  died  in  Glover. 
Vermont,  July  23,  1850,  and  her  husband  passed 
away  in  the  same  place,  August  8,  1858. 

Frederick  Plummer  Abbott  Clark,  son  of 
Cephas  and  Deborah  (Wilbur)  Clark,  was  born 
May  21,  1819,  in  Glover,  Vermont,  and  died  there 
February  6,  1889.  He  married  Eliza  Jennettc 
King,  born  November  6.  1823.  in  Glover,  Ver- 
mont, the  history  of  whose  family  reads,  in  part, 
like  a  talc  of  adventure  and  romance. 

The    great-grandfather   of    Eliza  Jennette 


King  was  the  son  of  a  southern  slaveholder,  who 
disinherited  his  son  on  discovering  that  the  lat- 
ter had  fallen  in  love  with  and  intended  to  marry 
a  northern  lady.  It  seemed  as  if  this  great- 
grandfather were  destined  to  unite  in  his  single 
person  all  the  essential  qualities  of  a  hero  of 
romance,  for.  in  addition  to  being  an  ideal  lover, 
he  was  also  a  soldier,  and  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary armv,  where  he  met  a  soldier's  fate,  being 
killed  in  battle. 

George  King,  the  son  of  this  great-grand-  - 
father,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  for  many  years  was  a  sailor  on  mer- 
chant vessels.  The  life  of  a  sailor  a  century  ago 
was  one  into  which  entered  largely  the  elements 
of  danger  and  adventure,  and  of  both  these  ele- 
ments George  King  seems  to  have  met  with  his 
full  share,  having  on  one  occasion  been  captured 
by  the  British  and  carried  to  the  West  Indies, 
where  he  was  held  for  seven  months. 

George  William  King,  son  of  George  King, 
was  bom  in  Gilmanton,  New  Hampshire,  and 
was  the  father  of  Eliza  Jennettc  King,  mentioned 
above  as  the  wife  of  Frederick  Plummer  Abbott 
Clark.  The  wife  of  George  William  King  was 
Hannah  Pierce,  of  Tuftonl>oro,  New  Hampshire. 

William  Frederick  Clark,  son  of  Frederick 
Plummer  Abbott  and  Eliza  Jennette  (King) 
Clark,  was  born  January  7,  1849,  in  Glover, 
Vermont,  and  received  his  elementary  education 
in  the  common  schools,  afterward  attending  the 
Orleans  Liberal  Institute,  and  nearly  complet- 
ing a  seminary  and  college  preparatory  course  of 
study  in  Montpelier  Seminary.  Mr.  Clark  takes 
a  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served 
the  town  in  many  different  pDsitions,  having 
filled  the  offices  of  lister,  town  superintendent 
of  schools,  and  in  1890  enumerator  of  census.  In 
1896  Mr.  Clark  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Vermont,  and  served  on  the 
committee  on  election.  In  the  special  session  in 
May.  1898,  it  was  Mr.  Clark  who  introduced  die 
leading  bill  making  provision  for  the  Spanish 
war.  In  100.2  Mr.  Clark  was  elected  assistant 
judge  of  the  Orleans  county  courts. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  he  is  the  senior  steward,  and 
in  1884,  when  the  church  was  built,  he  acted 
as  chairman  of  the  building  committee.  Mr. 
Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  affiliat- 
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ing  with  Orleans  Lodge  \o.  55,  1;.  and  A.  M., 
and  is  also  a  member  of  Keystone  Chapter  No. 
16,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Malta  Commandcry  Xo. 
jo,  of  Newport.  Mr.  Clark  married,  in  1871. 
Elisabeth  Marston,  born  June  6,  1848.  in  Crafts 
bury,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Clark,  as  well  as  her  bus- 
band,  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist,  Episcopal 
church. 

The  Marston  family  is  of  very  ancient  origin, 
the  first  ancestor  having  gone  to  England  in  the 
company  of  William  die  Conqueror.  Eor  his 
services  in  the  conquest  this  Norman  knight  re- 
ceived the  grant  of  Marston  Moor,  from  which 
the  name  of  the  family  was  thenceforth  derived. 
This  estate,  ever  memorable  as  the  scene  of  one 
of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  civil  wars,  a  bat- 
tle in  which  the  parliamentary  and  Scotch  troops 
under  Cromwell  totally  defeated  the  Royalist- 
commanded  by  "Rupert  of  the  Rhine,"  is  still 
held  by  a  member  of  the  Matston  family. 

The  first  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
Marstons  of  whom  we  are  informed  by  the  record 
is  Jeremiah  Marston,  who  served  in  the  colonial 
wars  of  the  eighteenth  century  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  under  t  ieneral  Amherst  at  I  sle-Aux-Moix. 
Crown  J'oint  and  Montreal,  and  witnessed  the 
transfer  of  Canada  b>  the  French  u>  the  Fnglish. 
General  Amherst,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Went 
worth,  of  New  Hampshire,  makes  honor d>U 
mention  of  Captain  Marston  as  a  brave  soldier. 
The  sword  which  he  carried  in  this  campaign 
is  still  preserved  in  the  family. 

Captain  Jeremiah  Matston  had  three  grand- 
sons: Arthur  Matston,  Orford.  New  Hampshire, 
who  lived  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father. 
Jeremiah  \lar>t'  n.  Jr.  ,  General  <  >:ht:an  Marston. 
of  Exeter.  New  Hampshire;  and  Deacon  Charles 
Marston,  who  was  bom  ii,  Orford,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  is  the  father  of  Elisabeth  Marston. 
mentioned  above  as  the  w  ife  of  William  Freder- 
ick Clark. 

The  children  of  U  liliam  Frederick  (.'lark 
and  Flisabeth  Marston  Clark  are:  Charles  Fred- 
erick, born  August  13,  1X7^.  and  graduated  in 
the  University  of  Vermont  in  tS.,":  Arthur  Will- 
iam, born  August  2 J.  1870.  and  now  in  the 
junior  clas-  in  Vermont  1'nivcrshy:  Eliza  Fmc- 
line.  born  Olober  jH,  1XS0:  and  James  ( ,dman. 
Ix-rn  <  Htober  12.  iSoi. 


EZRA  I!RAl\FRI>,        I).,  I).  I). 

To  the  extent  that  an  individual  apprehends 
and  appreciates  the  truth  of  the  statement  so 
tersely  made  by  Tennyson,  that  "Self-reverence, 
self-knowledge,  self-control, — these  three  lead 
men  to  sovereign  jxiwer,"  to  that  extent  does  he 
realize  his  ]>otentiality  and  usefulness  in  the  world 
and  is  prompted  to  become  one  of  its  noble  army 
of  workers,  being  clean  and  sincere  in  thought 
and  placing  a  true  valuation  on  men  and  things. 
Thus  he  develops  his  maximum  powers  and  be- 
comes a  useful  and  honorable  member  of  society. 

The  glory  of  our  republic  is  in  the  perpet- 
uation of  individuality  and  in  according  the 
utmost  scope  for  individual  accomplishment. 
Fostered  under  the  most  auspicious  of  surround- 
ings that  can  encompass  the  one  who  has  the  will 
to  dare  and  to  do,  our  nation  has,  almost  spon- 
taneously, produced  men  of  finest  mental  cali- 
ber, true  virile  strength  and  vigorous  purpose. 
The  cradle  has  not  ever  been  one  of  pampered 
luxury,  but  the  modest  couch  of  infancy  has  often 
rocked  future  greatness.  American  biography 
thus  becomes  most  distinctively  individual  in  the 
general  as  well  as  the  specific  case,  and  the  rec- 
ord of  individual  accomplishment  through 
worthy  means  is  the  record  which  the  true  and 
loyal  American  holds  in  the  deepest  respect  and 
highest  honor,  while  he  also  has  lasting  rever- 
ence for  those  who  have  wrought  nobly  in  the 
past,  so  that  m  connection  with  individual  biogra- 
phy the  genealogical  record  Iktoiucs  an  integral 
part  at:d  constitutes  a  most  interesting  and  valu- 
able record  as  thus  perpetuated.  The  subject 
of  this  review  is  incumbent  of  the  position  of 
president  of  Middlchurv  College,  at  Middlebury. 
Addison  count v,  Vermont,  and  is  not  only  a  man 
of  high  scholarly  attainments  and  marked  pres- 
tige in  the  educational  field,  but  has  the  distinction 
of  being  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  \eu  Fngland.  with  whose 
history  the  name  has  been  inseparably  identified 
from  ab<  i:t  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cent- 
ury, while  it  has  ever  stood  exponent  of  unequivo- 
cal loyalty  and  patriotism  and  of  inflexible  in- 
tegrity in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Ezra  r.rainerd.  whose  patronymic  in  its  en- 
tirety has  been  home  by  representatives  in  vari- 
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ous  generations  of  the  family,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  St.  Albans,  Eranklin  county,  Vermont, 
on  the  17th  of  December,  1844,  a  son  of  Lawrence 
Robins  Brainerd,  who  was  born  in  Martinsburg, 
Lewis  county,  New  York,  on  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1819.  The  lattcr's  father  was  Ezra  Brainerd, 
who  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on 
the  15th  of  October.  1787,  a  son  of  Ezra  (2), 
who  was  born  in  Middle  Haddam,  Connecticut, 
on  the  nth  of  May.  1769.  a  son  of  Ezra  Brainerd 
(  1).  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  where 
he  was  born  on  the  17th  of  August,  1744;  a  son 
of  Josiah  Bniincrd,  who  was  born  in  Haddam.  on 
the  4th  of  May,  171 1,  being  the  son  of  William, 
born  in  the  same  town,  on  March  30,  1673. 
The  last  mentioned  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Brainerd, 
who  figures  as  the  original  American  progenitor 
of  the  family.  He  was  Imrn  in  England,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  America  at  the  age  of  eight  years 
with  the  Willis  family,  they  becoming  members 
of  the  Hartford  colony,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Hooker.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  Haddam, 
where  he  was  given  a  grant  of  land,  becoming  one 
of  the  original  settlers  of  the  town,  and  there  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occur- 
ring on  the  1st  of  April,  1715,  at  the  age  of 
soventy-iour  years.  1  le  was  a  man  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  community,  and  its  largest 
landholder.  The  public  records  of  the  day  indi- 
cate that  he  was  incumbent  of  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  while  it  is  also  known  that  he  was 
the  first  deacon  in  die  Congregational  church. 
I  le  married  Hannah  Spencer,  a  daughter  of  Ger- 
ard Spencer,  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Their  son 
William,  passed  his  entire  life  in  Haddam.  having 
married  and  become  the  father  of  seven  children. 
His  son  Josiah.  the  ne\t  in  order  of  direct  descent, 
also  passed  his  life  in  Haddam.  being  one  of  die 
leading  citizens  of  that  locality  and  having  been 
a  valiant  soldier  in  the  early  colonial  war.  lie  was 
first  a  lieutenant  and  later  an  adjutant  in  a  Con- 
necticut regiment,  with  which  lie  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  engagements  in  and  about  the 
city  of  Quebec .  Canada.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Middle 
Haddam,  where  he  died  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-one  years,  while  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  Spencer,  died  in  her  seventy- 
eighth  year,  eight  children  having  been  l>orn  of 


their  union.  Their  son  Ezra  well  upheld  the  pres- 
tige of  the  family  name  in  East  Haddam,  where 
he  attained  a  foremost  position  both  in  public 
affairs  and  as  a  successful  and  progressive  busi- 
ness man.  In  that  locality  he  opened  a  stone 
quarry,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  industry 
in  the  state,  and  for  a  long  period  he  carried  on 
extensive  operations  in  this  line,  having  given 
employment  to  an  average  corps  of  ninety  men 
and  having  made  shipments  of  stone  to  many 
cities  and  towns  in  the  state  of  New  York  and 
other  states,  while  he  also  made  shipments  from 
his  quarries  to  New  Orleans  and  other  points  far 
removed.  I  le  was  held  in  the  highest  respect  and 
confidence  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  was  ac- 
corded distinguished  evidence  of  the  same  in  be- 
ing chosen  to  important  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  for  numerous  terms  represented  East 
Haddam  in  the  Connecticut  legislature,  being  a 
man  of  high  intellectuality  and  having  gained  a 
reputation  as  an  able,  eloquent  and  convincing 
public  speaker.  He  wielded  a  definite  and  benefi- 
cent influence  in  public,  industrial  and  private 
life,  exemplifying  the  virtues  of  piety,  temper- 
ance and  usefulness  in  all  relations  and  having 
been  for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  his  home  town,  where  he  died 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1837.  at  the  patriarchal  age  of 
ninety-three  years.  He  married  Miss  Jerusha 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  Lieutenant  David  and  Doro- 
ihv  ( Brainerd  1  Smith,  she  being  his  fourth  cous- 
in. Dorothy  (Brainerd)  Smith  was  a  sister  of 
David  ami  John  Brainerd.  who  were  prominent 
missionaries  of  the  Congregational  church 
among  the  North  American  Indians.  David 
Brainerd  was  engaged  to  the  daughter  of  the 
distinguished  Jonathan  Edwards,  but  he  died  be- 
fore the  time  set  for  their  marriage.  Crief  at 
his  departure  soon  carried  away  his  intended 
bride  and  they  were  buried  side  by  side  at  North- 
hampton, Massachusetts,  where  their  grave  is  of- 
ten visited  as  an  object  of  romantic  and  melan- 
choly interest.  Jonathan  Edwards  published  an 
extended  biographv  of  David  Brainerd.  which 
reached  several  editions.  The  grandfather  of 
Jerusha  (  Smith)  Brainerd  was  a  member  of  the 
governor's  council  of  Connecticut  and  otherwise 
was  distinguished  in  public  affairs.  Ezra  and 
Jerusha  Brainerd  became  the  parents  of  thirteen 
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children,  all  of  whom  attained  years  of  maturity 
with  the  exception  of  three,  the  death  of  the 
mother  occurring  on  the  nth  of  October,  1811. 
Ezra  Brainerd  (2),  son  of  this  union,  became  a 
representative  architect  and  builder  of  East  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  and  executed  many  important 
contracts  in  the  erection  of  public  buildings  and 
the  construction  of  bridges,  in  which  latter  line 
it  may  be  noted  that  he  built  the  large  bridge 
across  the  Genesee  river  at  Carthage,  New  York. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1833,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mabel  Porter,  was  born 
in  East  Hartford,  a  daughter  of  James  Porter, 
and  of  this  union  twelve  children  were  born.  She 
passed  away  on  the  27th  of  August,  1833. 

Ezra  Brainerd  (3),  son  of  Ezra  and  Mabel 
(Porter)  Brainerd,  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  in  choosing  his  vocation  in  life,  becom- 
ing a  successful  contractor  and  builder,  and  con- 
tinuing to  follow  this  line  of  enterprise  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  while  he  was  still  a  young 
man,  the  later  years  of  his  life  having  been  passed 
in  Martinsburg.  New  York.  Here  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Robins,  a  daughter 
of  Zebulon  Robins,  of  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford 
county,  Connecticut,  the  family  having  been  one 
of  prominence  in  that  section.  Ezra  and  Louisa 
(Robins)  Brainerd  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  Lawrence  R.  was  the  only 
son,  while  all  arc  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Louisa 
Brainerd  entered  into  eternal  rest  on  the  22d  day 
of  May,  1839,  having  long  survived  her  hus- 
band and  having  been  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Lawrence  R.  Brainerd  passed  his  childhood 
days  in  Martinsburg,  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  death  of  his  father,  when,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years,  he  came  to  St.  Albans,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  found  a  home  with  his  uncle,  Law- 
rence Brainerd,  an  influential  citizen  of  that  place. 
There  he  was  reared  to  maturity,  receiving  a  good 
common-school  education  and  early  giving  in- 
ception to  his  independent  career.  He  was  clerk 
in  a  mercantile  establishment  in  the  employ  of  his 
uncle,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  on  his 
own  account  soon  after  attaining  his  majority. 
Later  he  became  extensively  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  St.  Albans,  operating  a  number  of 
saw-mills  in  both  Vermont  and  Canada,  while  in 


St.  Albans  he  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  railroad  cars  upon  a  wide  scale,  reaching  an 
average  annual  output  of  three  hundred  cars.  He 
carried  forward  his  large  industrial  enterprise 
with  consummate  discrimination  and  ability  and 
was  known  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  state.  In  addition  to  manufacturing  he  also 
bought  and  shipped  large  quantities  of  lumber,  in 
which  line  he  controlled  a  representative  trade  in 
New  York  city  and  other  commercial  centers.  He 
also  became  the  owner  of  a  mill  at  Chateaugay 
Lake,  New  Vork,  and  also  operated  a  number  of 
lumber  vessels.  He  was  an  extensive  manufac- 
turer of  barrel  heads,  making  car-load  shipments, 
and  in  all  of  these  important  enterprises  his  per- 
sonal supervision  was  given  and  the  influence  of 
his  fine  business  judgment  and  his  exceptional 
executive  ability  permeated  every  detail  and  in- 
sured a  distinctive  success.  He  continued  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  extensive  business  interests 
until  he  was  called  from  the  scene  of  life's  activ- 
ities, on  the  26th  of  November,  1863,  being  only 
forty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time.  Mr.  Brainerd 
was  originally  a  Whig  in  his  political  proclivities, 
and  in  the  crucial  period  leading  up  to  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  he  was  known  as  an  uncompro- 
mising abolitionist,  and  he  lived  long  enough  to 
witness  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
as  the  avowed  opponent  of  slavery  and  secession, 
and  to  identify  himself  with  its  cause.  He  as- 
sisted many  a  poor  slave  to  make  his  way  across 
the  Canadian  line  and  to  thus  gain  the  boon  of 
liberty,  while  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  review, 
as  a  youth,  proved  an  enthusiastic  co-ad jutor  of 
his  father  in  this  humane  and  kindly  service.  Mr. 
Brainerd  was  superintendent  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school  at  St.  Albans  for  a  period 
of  thirteen  years,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
active  and  zealous  members  of  that  church.  On 
the  17th  of  January,  1844,  L.  R.  Brainerd  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Wood,  of 
Malone,  New  York,  where  she  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  January.  [823,  being  a  daughter  of 
Arunah  Wood,  who  was  born  probably  in  Ben- 
nington, this  state,  a  son  of  Enos,  born  in 
1762.  The  father  of  the  latter,  John  Wood,  was 
born  in  1737.  and  died,  at  Georgia,  Vermont,  in 
i8t6.  having  been  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Conti- 
nental line  durinp  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and 
having  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  as 
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did  also  his  son  Enos,  who  was  a  lad  of  only 
fifteen  years  at  the  time.  Of  this  service  record 
is  made  in  the  Hemmenway  Vermont  Gazeteer. 
Arunah  Wood  married  Emeline  Bartlett,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
only  one  survives,  Miss  Maria  Wood,  who  now 
resides  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Mrs.  Catherine 
(Wood)  Brainerd  passed  away  August  15,  1854. 
Of  her  children  three  survive,  namely :  Ezra, 
whose  name  begins  this  sketch ;  Catherine  W.,  the 
wife  of  Charles  G.  Steele,  of  Winthrop,  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  Frederick  L.,  a  successful  merchant 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  Two  now  deceased  were : 
George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
and  Rev.  Charles  Nelson,  who  was  a  graduate 
of  Middlebury  College,  and  who  became  a  promi- 
nent clergyman  of  the  Congregational  church,  his 
death  occurring  January  15,  1893. 

The  early  life  of  Professor  Ezra  Brainerd  was 
passed  in  his  native  town,  where  he  prepared  for 
college  in  the  public  schools.  He  entered  Middle- 
bury  College  in  August,  i860,  and  graduated  in 
1864.  receiving  the  first  honor.  Immediately  up- 
on graduation  he  was  appointed  a  tutor  in  the 
college,  which  position  he  filled  two  years — Lthis 
being  the  only  instance,  save  one,  in  which  a 
graduate  was  at  once  made  a  tutor.  In  1866  Mr. 
Brainerd  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1868.  Immediately  thereafter  he 
was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  rhetoric  and  English 
literature  in  Middlebury  College  and  continued 
to  fill  that  chair  until  1880,  when  he  became  pro- 
fessor of  physics  and  applied  mathematics.  He 
became  president  in  1885,  a"d  nas  s'nce  contin- 
uously been  the  executive  head  of  the  institution, 
with  whose  faculty  he  has  been  identified  for  the 
past  thirty-five  years. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  college  duties,  Pres- 
ident Brainerd  has  devoted  much  time  to  natural 
science,  and  his  contributions  to  the  botany  and 
geology  of  Vermont  have  been  extensive  and 
valuable.  He  was  one  of  three  commissioners, 
appointed  in  1887,  to  revise  the  school  laws  of  the 
state,  in  which  he  rendered  valuable  service.  In 
1888  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
from  the  University  of  Vermont  and  also  from 
Ripon  College,  and  in  1900  Howard  University 
conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity. 


On  the  1st  of  December,  1868,  Mr.  Brainerd 
was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Viola  Rockwell, 
daughter  of  Sylvester  B.  Rockwell,  of  Middle- 
bury. She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  a  woman  of  noble  char- 
acter and  gracious  refinement.  She  was  born 
October  n,  1846,  and  died  January  11,  1893. 
Her  children  confer  credit  and  honor  upon  their 
parentage  and  breeding.  Elizabeth-  DeLong,  the 
eldest,  is  a  graduate  of  Andover  Female  Seminary 
and  has  been  successful  as  a  teacher.  She  is  now 
the  wife  of  Professor  Carl  C.  Plehn,  occupying 
the  chair  of  political  science  in  the  University  of 
California.  Bertha  was  graduated  from  Mid- 
dlebury College,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  a  fellow 
alumnus  Professor  Charles  A.  Adams,  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Adams,  Massachusetts. 
Frances  Viola,  also  a  graduate  of  Middlebury 
College,  is  teaching  at  Centerville,  California. 
Ezra,  Jr.,  is  now  attending  the  Law  School  of  the 
Michigan  University.  Miranda  Stranahan,  an  in- 
valid for  many  years,  passed  away  in  Berkeley, 
California,  January  5,  1903.  Alice,  the  youngest, 
is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1904  at  Middlebury 
College. 

On  Christmas  day,  1897,  Mr.  Brainerd  was 
married  a  second  time,  to  Miss  Mary  Ellen 
Wright,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Vermont, 
a  daughter  of  Alvah  S.  Wright,  an  influential 
farmer  of  that  locality,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
is  survived  by  his  second  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ellen  Kellogg,  and  who  was  born  in 
Starksboro,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  Mrs. 
Brainerd  being  the  only  child  of  this  union.  The 
last  named  is  the  mother  of  Dorothy  Brainerd, 
born  September  7,  1900.  Since  i860  Dr.  Brain- 
erd has  been  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  he  has  delivered  many  sermons  in 
many  towns  of  the  state.  He  has  always  been  in 
sympathy  with  the  general  policies  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  recognized  as  a  power  in  devel- 
oping the  moral  progress  of  the  state. 

CHARLES  SUMMERS  DANA. 

Charles  S.  Dana,  a  prominent  agriculturist 
and  newspaper  correspondent  of  New  Haven, 
Vermont,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  locality 
throughout  his  entire  life,  his  birth  having  oc- 
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currcd  hero  Scptcml>er  13,  1862.  The  family 
were  long  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  old 
Bay  state,  and.  in  Amherst,  the  grandfather  Aus- 
tin Dana  was  born,  May  31,  1795.  He  subse- 
quently came  with  his  father,  Eleazor  Dana,  to 
Wcybridgc,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  thus  being 
numbered  among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  com- 
monwealth. The  family  subsequently  removed  to 
Cornwall,  Vermont,  where  Eleazor  Dana  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  November 
10,  1838.  He  was  born  August  6,  1767.  Austin 
Dana  married  Susan  Gale,  whose  father,  General 
Summers  Gale,  participated  in  the  battle  of  Flatts- 
burg  during  the  war  of  18 12.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children,  Sarah  A.,  wife  of 
Horatio  Sanford,  of  Cornwall,  Vermont ;  Edward 
S.,  who  is  further  mentioned  below ;  and  Eliza 
M.,  who  married  Lyman  H.  Payne,  of  Cornwall. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  She  was  long  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  at  West  Cornwall.  Austin 
Dana  became  a  prominent  and  influential  man  in 
his  county,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  select- 
man, lister  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  July 
23,  1870,  in  Cornwall. 

Edward  Summers  Dana,  son  of  Austin  Dana, 
was  born  April  27,  1834,  in  Cornwall,  Vermont. 
He  received  bis  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Cornwall,  while  later  he  matriculated 
in  the  Rakersfield  Academy  and  the  Fort  Edward 
Institute.  He  taught  school  for  several  terms  in 
Williston  and  Cridport,  Vermont,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  that  city  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  pension 
department  from  1801  until  1866,  and  from  the 
latter  year  until  1871  was  assistant  clerk  in  the 
house  of  representatives.  Returning  thence  to 
the  old  homestead  in  Cornwall,  Vermont,  he  was 
there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1877. 
and  in  that  year  removed  to  the  farm  on  which 
his  son  now  resides,  in  New  Haven,  it  being  for- 
merly known  as  the  old  Squier  place.  The  farm 
consisted  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  he 
was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  24.  1886.  He  became 
very  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  and  for  twelve 
years  served  as  grand  high  priest  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  state,  and  for  a  like 
period  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  grand  council. 
R.  &  S.  M.  of  the  state.    He  was  a  member  of 


Mount  Calvary  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  served 
as  grand  commander  of  the  state,  and  represented 
the  state  at  the  national  encampment  a  number  of 
times.  He  also  became  equally  prominent  in  the 
|M>litical  circles  of  Addison  county.  He  repre- 
sented Cornwall  in  the  legislature  in  1874,  and 
in  1880  was  elected  to  the  state  senate,  and  in 
1856  and  1861  he  served  as  assistant  clerk  in 
the  Vermont  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Dana  married  Miss  Mary  H.  Squier,  a 
daughter  of  Calvin  and  Mary  (Henry)  Squier, 
members  of  old  and  well  known  families  of  Ver- 
mont. The  former  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  but  the  latter  died  young.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dana  were  born  two  children,  Charles  S. ; 
and  Marvin  Dana,  of  New  York  city.  Mrs.  Dana 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  diaries.  She 
is  an  accomplished  artist,  and  her  paintings  are 
to  he  found  in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Charles  S.  Dana  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  his  early  edu- 
cational training  was  received  in  the  schools  of 
Cornwall.  Vermont,  while  later  he  became  a  stu- 
dent in  the  IJceman  Academy  of  New  Haven. 
Since  leaving  school  he  has  resided  on  the  old 
Dana  homestead,  w  here  he  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming  and  newspaper  work. 
He  is  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments  and  is  a 
most  able  writer,  hi*-  style  l>cing  fluent,  his  diction 
correct  and  his  utterances  clear.  He  is  local  edit- 
or of  the  New  Haven  AYii-'jr,  and  has  been  a  cor- 
res]M>ndcnt  for  the  Rutland  Herald  and  Vergennes 
Enterprise  and  /  ennonter,  for  eighteen  years.  In 
politics  Mr.  Dana  is  an  anient  Republican,  and  in 
recognition  of  his  worth  and  ability  he  has  re- 
ceived many  honors  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens For  four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  listers,  serving  for  a  time  as  chairman  of 
the  board,  and  in  1890  he  was  made  the  census 
enumerator.  For  a  period  of  six  years  he  was  a 
school  director ;  for  twelve  years  he  was  mod- 
erator of  the  town  meetings :  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  county  convention  in  1896:  in  1900 
represented  his  town  in  the  state  legislature,  where 
he  was  a  mcm1>er  and  clerk  of  the  committee 
on  education  :  and  has  many  times  been  a  dele- 
gate to  the  county,  district  and  state  conventions. 
He  was  assistant  doorkeeper  of  the  state  senate  in 
1880,  and  assistant  secretary  of  that  body  in  1890. 
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In  1893  Mr.  Dana  served  as  a  Columbian  guard 
a;  the  World's  Fair  in  Chicago,  and  was  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  during 
the  legislative  session  of  1902.  In  his  social  re- 
lations he  is  a  member  of  the  Addison  County 
Agricultural  Society,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of 
secretary  for  eight  years,  and  was  assistant  secre- 
tary of  the  Vermont  state  fair,  in  igot  and  1002. 
and  in  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  order  in  Middlebury. 

Mr.  Dana  was  married  October  12,  1898,  to 
Miss  Lucy  G.  Jackman,  a  native  of  Waltham,  and 
daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Emma  (Wright)  Jack- 
man,  natives  of  Vermont.  The  latter  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  William  S.  Wright,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Waltham  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Mr.  Jackman  died  April  12,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dana  arc  the  parents  of  one  child,  Marion  Irene, 
born  December  5,  1900. 

Mr.  Dana  is  deeply  interested  in  the  affairs  of 
his  locality,  has  always  advocated  the  measures 
which  have  advanced  its  welfare,  and  has  labored 
for  its  improvement  and  progress.  In  private  life 
he  has  gained  that  warm  regard  which  arises  from 
true  nobility  of  character,  deference  for  the  opin- 
ions of  others,  kindliness  and  geniality.  He  in- 
spires personal  friendships  of  unusual  strength, 
and  all  who  know  him  have  the  highest  admira- 
tion for  his  good  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 

THAD  MINER  CHAPMAN. 

Among  the  prominent  nun  of  Addison  county, 
Vermont,  who  have  become  well  known  through 
good  citizenship  and  efficient  public  service  is 
Thad  M.  Chapman,  the  present  sheriff  of  the 
county.  His  record  as  a  business  man  has  also 
been  equally  honorable,  and  thus  he  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact.  A  native  son  of 
Middlebury,  his  birth  occurred  on  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary. 1845,  and  in  this  village  his  father,  George 
C.  Chapman  was  also  born.  Asa  Chapman,  the 
father  of  the  last  named,  was  for  many  years  the 
leading  merchant  of  Middlebury.  and  later  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town,  serving  in 
that  important  office  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  September  29,  1859,  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  By  his 
marriage  to  Lucinda  Bell,  also  a  native  of  Mid- 


dlebury, he  became  the  father  of  four  children, 
ali  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  and  the  mother 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years. 

After  receiving  a  good  education  George  C. 
Chapman  began  his  life  work  as  a  clerk  in  a  mer- 
cantile establishment,  thus  continuing  until  he 
was  subsequently  admitted  to  a  partnership  in 
the  business.  In  1870  he  put  aside  the  active 
cares  of  a  business  life,  and  when  the  had  reached 
the  seventy-seventh  milestone  on  the  journey  of 
life  he  was  called  to  the  home  beyond,  his  death 
occurring  September  9.  1897.  As  a  companion 
on  the  journey  of  life  he  chose  Adelia  Fletcher,  a 
daughter  of  Paris  Fletcher,  who  for  many  years 
followed  mercantile  pursuits  in  Middlebury  and 
later  served  as  president  of  the  Bank  of  Middle- 
bury, thus  continuing  until  his  life's  labors  were 
ended  in  death,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  local- 
ity, and  in  his  death  the  community  lost  an  influ- 
ential and  valued  citizen.  He  married  Anna 
Miner,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living:  Mrs. 
Henry  Hale,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota;  and  A.  A. 
Fletcher,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Middlebury. 
The  family  of  which  Parish  Fletcher  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  which  included  eleven  children  was  noted, 
for  its  longevity,  its  members  having  reached  an 
average  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Mrs.  Parish 
Fletcher  was  called  to  lay  down  the  burdens  of 
this  life  in  her  seventy-seventh  year.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  was  blessed  with  five 
children,  four  now  living,  namely:  Thad  M.,  of 
of  this  review ;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Frederick  E. 
Halsev.  of  Boston,  Massachusetts ;  Fletcher  P., 
who  makes  his  home  in  New  York  city  ;  and  Har- 
riet A.,  the  wife  of  Henry  E.  Scott,  of  Wiscasset, 
Maine.  Mrs.  Chapman  departed  this  life  June 
4,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  both  she 
and  her  husband  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Epis- 
copal church,  of  which  they  were  worthy  and  ac- 
ceptable members  and  in  which  the  latter  served 
as  warden. 

Thad  M.  Chapman  spent  the  early  years  of 
his  life  in  his  parents'  home  in  Middlebury,  while 
his  elementary  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  town.  Later  he  entered 
the  Burr  &  Burton  Seminary,  of  Manchester,  Ver- 
mont, after  which  he  matriculated  in  the  North 
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Granville  Seminary  and  afterward  studied  under 
Bishop  Hopkins  in  the  Rock  Point  school  at  Bur- 
lington, Vermont.  In  1862  he  entered  the  col- 
lege at  Middlcbury,  in  which  he  was  a  student  for 
two  years,  and  in  1866  lie  was  graduated  from 
Hobart  College,  of  Geneva,  New  York.  With  an 
excellent  education  to  fit  him  for  his  life  work, 
he  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Min- 
nesota, and  in  1870,  after  a  four  years'  residence 
in  that  commonwealth,  he  returned  to  this  place 
and  entered  into  business  relations  with  his 
brother,  they  buying  out  the  store  of  their  father. 
In  1883,  however,  he  sold  his  interest  therein  and 
embarked  in  the  milling  and  lumber  business, 
conducting  at  the  present  time  the  largest  lumber 
yard  in  Addison  county  and  the  only  one  in  the 
village  of  Middlcbury,  finding  a  ready  market 
for  his  products  over  the  entire  section.  He 
operates  both  a  planing  and  sawmill,  which  was 
erected  in  1890,  in  the  town  of  Middlebury,  and 
in  addition  to  these  extensive  interests  he  is  also 
engaged  quite  largely  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Among  other  important  industries  in  which  he  is 
interested  to  a  considerable  extent  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Orwell  Bank  and  the  Vermont  Invest- 
ment Company,  of  Orwell,  being  one  of  the  di- 
rectors in  the  former  concern. 

The  marriage  of  .Mr.  Chapman  was  celebrated 
in  1875.  when  Miss  Jessie  Hammond  became  his 
wife.  She  is  a  native  of  Orwell,  Vermont,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  L.  Hammond,  also  a  native  of 
the  Green  Mountain  state.  During  his  active 
business  life  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  for  many 
years  was  president  of  the  Bank  of  Orwell.  His 
death  occurred  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  By  his  marriage  to  Jeanette 
Thomas,  a  native  of  Orwell,  he  became  the  father 
of  three  children,  two  now  living,— Jessie  and 
Adelia,  the  latter  residing  in  New  York.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  when  quite  young. 
Mr.  and  Chapman  have  Income  the  parents  of 
two  children.  Jessie  L.,  who  married  Dr.  Daniel 
C.  Noble  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  fa- 
ther, and  Florence  II.,  also  at  home.  The  family 
resides  in  one  of  the  most  pleasant  residences  in 
Middlebury.  it  having  been  erected  in  1888.  In 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Chapman  is  a  stal- 
wart Republican,  and  on  its  ticket  he  has  been 
elected  to  many  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 


For  twenty-eight  years  he  held  the  office  of  deputy 
sheriff,  during  which  lime  he  served  under  eight 
different  sheriffs,  and  in  1898  he  was  made  the 
sheriff  of  his  county,  to  which  position  he  was  re- 
elected in  1900,  and  in  1902,  when  again  a  candi- 
date, he  received  the  support  of  every  ticket  in  the 
field.  For  the  long  period  of  twenty  years  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  county  and  state  com- 
mittees and  for  fifteen  years  was  a  delegate  to 
the  county  conventions.  During  the  administra- 
tion of  Governor  Redfield  Proctor,  Mr.  Chapman 
was  a  colonel  on  his  staff.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  his  county  and  state,  and  has  ever  been  a 
tireless  worker  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  locality. 
In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  member  of 
Union  Lodge  No.  2,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Middlebury, 
Vermont,  being  a  past  master  and  past  high 
priest  of  Potter  Chapter  No.  22,  has  held  the 
office  of  grand  commander  and  other  positions  in 
the  grand  commandery  of  the  state,  has  taken  the 
degrees  of  all  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  up  to  the 
thirty-second  degree,  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Morocco  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Jacksonville.  Florida.  lie  is  also  a  member  of 
Green  Mountain  Lodge,  No.  874,  Knights  of 
Honor,  of  which  he  is  past  dictator;  of  the  Sons 
of  Malta,  in  which  he  has  at  different  times 
served  as  a  director;  and  is  a  member  of  Rut- 
land Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  an  up- 
right and  reliable  citizen,  true  to  all  the  duties  of 
business,  official  and  private  life,  and  his  sterling 
worth  has  gained  him  high  regard. 

EDWIN  HARRINGTON. 

Edwin  Harrington,  for  many  years  a  leading 
manufacturer  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and 
later  extensively  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
business  in  Philadelphia,  belonged,  both  by  birth 
and  descent,  to  the  Green  Mountain  state,  his 
father,  Enoch  Harrington,  having  been  a  farmer 
in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  Vermont,  on  what 
is  known  as  "Davis  Hill."  He  married  Lucinda 
Davis,  and  was  the  father  of  a  large  family. 

Edwin  Harrington,  son  of  Enoch  and  Lu- 
cinda (Davis)  Harrington,  was  born  in  Stock- 
bridge,  Vermont,  where  he  received  a  rudi- 
mentary education  in  the  common  schools, 
and   later   attended   a   business   college.  He 
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learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  in  Fitch- 
burg,  Massachusetts,  and  afterward  removed 
to  Worcester,  where  he  became  engaged  in 
manufacturing  reeds  fur  organs,  and  became 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Rice  &•  Harring- 
ton, who  conducted  a  very  extensive  business.  It 
was  noteworthy  of  Mr.  Harrington,  that  in  all 
his  various  relations  with  his  employes,  they  al- 
ways entertained  for  him  the  warmest  feelings. 
He  was  remarkably  successful  in  all  his  business 
ventures,  and  his  manufacturing  was  later  made 
to  include  the  making  of  sewing  machines,  in 
which  he  was  associated  with  J.  C.  Almsby, 
They  continued  in  the  business  until  Mr.  Har- 
rington sold  out  to  L.  W.  Pond,  and  went  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  engaged  in  the  machine 
business,  building  up  a  very  large  establishment, 
which  gave  employment  to  two  hundred  men. 
lie  was  the  inventor  of  many  of  the  machines 
he  manufactured,  and  the  author  of  a  number  of 
imjwrtant  patents.  Among  them  was  that  of 
an  extension  lathe,  which  had  an  immense  sale 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Harrington,  previous  to  his  retirement 
from  business,  made  a  visit  to  Bethel  in  order 
to  recuperate  his  health,  which  had  been  some- 
what impaired  by  too  close  application  to  his 
duties.  After  a  brief  rest  he  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  continued  in  business  until 
failing  health  forced  him  to  retire.  He  then  de- 
cided to  build  a  summer  residence  in  Bethel,  but 
while  the  building  was  in  process  of  erection  he 
suffered  a  paralytic  stroke.  Mr.  Harrington  lived 
less  than  a  year  after  the  attack  which  prostrated 
him.  passing  away  September  23,  1891.  He  had 
previously  been  a  remarkably  strong  man,  and 
was  handsome  both  in  face  and  figure.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  belonged  for  thirty 
or  forty  years  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Universalist  Society,  he  and  his 
wife  having  been  among  the  foremost  supporters 
of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  the  town 
of  Bethel,  Vermont.  He  was  a  Christian  man 
in  every  respect,  as  a  business  man,  a  citizen, 
father  and  husband.  His  children  were  reared  in 
the  church.  He  was  deeply  and  sincerely 
mourned,  not  only  by  the  family  and  near  friends, 
but  by  all  who  had-  ever  been  associated  with 
him  in  business,  fraternal  and  church  relations. 

aix 


He  married.  October  8,  1848,  Mary  E.  Hol- 
land, who  was  born  March  12,  1829,  at  Stork- 
bridge.  Vermont.  Mrs.  Harrington  belongs  to 
a  family  who  are  old  residents  of  Stockbridge, 
Vermont,  her  grandfather,  Reuben  Holland,  hav- 
ing been  a  farmer  of  that  place,  where  his  son 
Elihu  was  born,  passed  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  held  various  town  offices.  Elihu 
married  Lucy,  daughter  of  John  Whitcomb,  and 
was  the  father  of  seven  children:  Betsey,  who 
married  Samuel  Sawyer ;  Joanna  C,  who  became 
the  wife  of  VV.  Flint;  Silas  R.,  who  married 
Maria  Hastings,  of  Sherburne,  Vermont;  Mary 
E.,  mentioned  above  as  the  wife  of  Edwin  Har- 
rington ;  Rebecca,  who  married  Alonzo  Esta- 
brooks ;  Parmclia,  who  became  the  wife  of  II,  S. 
Haskins,  and  now  resides  in  Philadelphia;  and 
Armilda,  who  married  Harris  Lincoln,  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Vermont.  Elihu  Holland  died  in  Stock- 
bridge  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  also  at  Stockbridge. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrington  were  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Melvin  H.,  born  September 
21,  1849;  Edwin  L.,  born  September  12,  1854, 
at  Worcester,  Massachusetts;  and  Mary  Ella, 
lx>rn  Octolier  12,  1867,  at  Worcester,  died  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  her  age,  August  28,  1870,  in 
Philadelphia;  Nellie  L.  (an  adopted  daughter) 
was  born  February  10,  1872,  in  Philadelphia. 
.Melvin  H.,  the  eldest,  was  educated  in  a  business 
college  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the.,  machine  business  in 
Philadelphia,  the  establishment  being  conducted 
under  the  old  name  of  Edwin  Harrington,  Son 
it  Company.  He  resides  in  Germantown,  and 
married,  May  16,  1877,  Mary  E.  Hobbs,  of  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts.  They  have  three  children : 
Allen  H.,  born  December  5,  1881,  who  is  now 
deceased ;  Arthur,  born  July  20,  1884,  who  is 
now  in  Cornell  University;  and  Mary  Helen, 
born  June  17,  1890.  Edwin  L.  Harrington  was 
educated  in  the  Worcester  high  school,  from 
which  he  graduated,  and  in  the  Worcester  Busi- 
ness College.  He  then  learned  the  machinist's 
trade,  and  became  identified  with  his  father's 
business.  He  married,  November  21,  1883,  Mary 
C.  Jordcn.  of  Philadelphia.  Nellie  L.,  the  adopt- 
ed daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrington,  mar- 
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ried  January  5,  1892,  Carl  Cushing,  a  resident 
of  Bethel,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  mill  busi- 
ness, and  is  the  present  representative  (1902-0$) 
from  the  town  of  Bethel  in  the  state  legislature. 
They  have  three  children :  Leila  Harrington ; 
Mary  Dana;  an:l  Irene. 

Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Harrington  the  benevo- 
lent work  in  which  he  was  so  active  has  been 
continued  by  Mrs.  Harrington,  who  was  ever 
in  full  sympathy  with  him.  Murray  Hall,  con- 
nected with  the  Universalist  church  at  Bethel, 
has  undergone  many  repairs  and  improvements 
from  time  to  time.  In  1893  Mrs.  Harrington 
Contributed  over  three  thousand  dollars  to  the 
fund  set  apart  for  this  pnqmsc.  She  caused 
cathedral  glass  windows  to  be  placed  in  the 
church,  and  converted  Murray  Mall  into  a  parlor, 
dining-room,  kitchen,  painting  rooms,  and  other 
apartments,  making  many  substantial  improve- 
ments. In  con  sentience  of  this  the  name  of  the 
hall  was  changed  to  Harrington  Parlors,  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  of  her  generous  spirit  and 
noble  work.  Mr.  Harrington's  residence,  com- 
pleted after  his  death,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Wind- 
sor county. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  Mrs.  Harrington, 
who  jxissesses  business  judgment  in  rare  degree, 
has  taken  a  very  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town  of  Bethel.  The  creamery,  one  of  the 
successful  business  institutions  of  the  town, 
which  is  operated  under  her  direction  by  W. 
Fish,  was  built  by  her  and  is  known  as  the  Har- 
rington C  reamery,  and»in  this  name  it  is  ever  to 
do  business.  Believing  that  the  town  would  be 
benefited,  she  also  generously  built  the  present 
tannery,  which  is  in  successful  operation. 

Mrs  Harrington  also  possesses  all  the  fine 
faculties  of  the  entertaining  hostess.  To  Ikt 
beautiful  home  her  friends  are  always  cordially 
welcomed,  and  large  numbers  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity,  coming  from  New  York, 
Brooklyn  and  Philadelphia,  in  the  summer,  as 
many  as  twenty-five  sometimes  being  entertained 
at  one  time.  In  all  the  relationships  of  life, 
lx)th  business  and  social,  by  her  frank,  straight- 
forward manner,  Mrs.  Harrington,  as  did  her 
husband,  endeared  herself  to  her  numerous 
friends,  each  and  all  of  whom  hold  her  in  highest 
esteem. 


EDWARD  P.  RUSSEL,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Edward  P.  Russel,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  medical  practice  in 
Vermont,  is  one  of  the  talented  members  of  the 
profession  in  the  state,  and  has,  perhaps,  done  as 
much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  excel- 
lence therein  as  any  other  man.  Being  of  broad 
and  liberal  mind,  and  having  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  suj>crior  education,  he  has  the  in- 
terests of  his  people  deeply  at  heart  and  has 
faithfully  responded  to  all  demands  from  sick 
and  suffering  humanity. 

The  Doctor  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Eng- 


EDWARD  P.  RUSSEL.  M.  D. 

land,  where  his  paternal  great-grandfather  lived 
and  died.  The  grandfather,  William  Russel, 
was  bom  in  London,  England,  and  both  he  and 
his  brother.  Ellis  Russel,  came  to  America  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolution.  The  former  served  as 
a  loyal  soldier  of  die  American  army  in  the  war 
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of  the  Revolution.  The  latter  served  on  the 
staff  of  General  Howe  throughout  the  entire 
struggle,  and  his  death  occurred  in  New  Jersey. 
The  former  was  appointed  orderly  on  the  staff 
of  General  LaFaycttc,  and  he,  too,  served 
throughout  the  entire  struggle,  after  which  he 
located  in  Charlotte,  Vermont.  He  was  among 
the  first  to  locate  at  that  place,  and  there  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  He  became  the  fa- 
ther of  two  children,— Eilis  M.,  who  remained 
for  a  time  on  the  old  homestead  in  Charlotte  and 
afterward  located  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  died :  and  William  P.,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  Hie  latter  was  reared  to  the  life 
of  a  farmer  boy  on  the  old  homestead  in  Char- 
lotte, and  in  its  public  schools  he  received  his 
early  educational  training.  He  subsequently  en- 
tered the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  and  in  1830 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Middlebury. 
in  which  he  continued  until  the  inauguration  of 
the  Civil  war.  In  1861  he  entered  the  Fifth  Ver- 
mont Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  surgeon.  After 
the  battle  of  Savage  Station  he  was  ordered  to 
care  for  the  wounded,  and  with  them  was  in- 
carcerated in  Libby  prison,  where  he  was  con- 
fined for  two  and  one-half  months,  after  which 
he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  the  field, 
later,  being  honorably  discharged,  with  the  rank 
of  major.  Returning  thence  to  Middlebury,  he  was 
continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death,  being  summoned  to  his  final  rest  on  the 
4th  of  June.  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  a  selectman  and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  his  locality,  both  professionally 
and  otherwise,  having  served  as  examining  sur- 
geon and  had  much  to  do  with  securities,  was 
captain  «>/  the  first  militia  company  organized 
before  the  war  and  was  a  member  of  the  county 
and  state  medical  societies.  In  his  fraternal  re- 
lations he  was  a  member  of  all  the  Masonic 
bodies  to  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  was  also 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  served  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  order  to  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  both  order*  he 
held  all  offices  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  present  Masonic  lodge  in  Middlebury. 
He  was  active  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 


public, and  the  present  post  of  that  order  in 
Middlebury  was  named  in  his  honor.  He  also 
occupied  an  env  iable  position  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession, being  often  called  in  consultation,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  the  only  surgeon  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

Dr.  Russel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lydia 
Fiass.  who  was  a  native  of  Middlebury  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Bass.  The  latter  was  born 
January  16,  1 7/6.  in  Windham,  Connecticut,  and 
in  1797  drove  an  ox  team  from  that  common- 
wealth to  Middlebury,  Vermont,  being  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  this  locality  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  town.  He,  too,  was  a  member 
of  the  medical  profession,  being  educated  in 
medicine  at  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  and  for 
forty  years  followed  that  calling  in  this  village, 
becoming  one  of  its  most  able  representatives. 
He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  dying  in  the  faith 
of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which  he  was 
long  a  worthy  and  valued  member.  His  wife, 
lK>re  the  maiden  name  of  Fidelia  Moscly,  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  December  23, 
1777-  '»  Westfield.  She  married  Dr.  William 
Bass  January  1,  1799,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Jane, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Seymour,  for  many  years 
a  hatter  of  Middlebury;  Charlotte,  who  married 
Justin  Perkins,  the  first  American  missionary  to 
Persia :  Abbie,  who  married  Rev.  S.  W.  Cousins, 
a  well  known  Congregational  minister  in  both 
Marblehead  and  Boston;  Sarah,  who  became  the 
wife  of  John  W.  Crehorr.  a  wealthy  farmer  and 
speculator  of  Milton,  Massachusetts;  William, 
mentioned  below;  Lydia,  wife  of  Dr.  Russel; 
and  Rebecca,  who  died  unmarried.  Charlotte 
Perkins  and  her  husband  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  engaged  in  missionary  work  in 
Persia,  and  while  there  he  translated  the  Bible 
into  the  Turkish  language.  William  Bass.  Jr., 
is  the  onlv  survivor  of  the  family  and  has 
reached  his  ninetv-second  year,  and  is  a  resident 
"f  Dorchester.  Massachusetts.  He  is  the  oldest 
living  graduate  of  Middlebury  College,  is  also 
a  graduate  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College  and 
is  one  of  the  prominent  and  well  known  men 
of  the  Walitv.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  several  vcars  since.  The  marriage  of  Dr. 
ami  Mrs.  Russel  was  blessed  with  the  following 
children :     William    II. :   Clara,    who  married 
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George  E.  Plum,  now  editor  of  the  Inter  Ocean 
of  Chicago ;  Edward  P.,  of  this  review ;  Char- 
lotte M.,  who  married  Friend  P.  Fletcher,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  was  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Bridport,  and  afterward  Albert 
H.  Kisher,  of  Hollows  Falls,  ail  being  now  de- 
ceased; and  Elizabeth  R.,  who  married  Henry 
B.  Robinson,  for  many  years  station  agent  and 
now  a  coal  dealer  of  Blue  Island,  Illinois.  The 
eldest  son,  William  B.,  graduated  at  Castleton, 
Vermont,  in  1858,  and  for  two  years  thereafter 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Mid- 
dlebury,  going  thence  in  the  fall  of  1859,  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  entered  the  First  Washington 
Artillery  for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
appointed  surgeon  general  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  was  captured  at  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  New  Orleans,  where  he  followed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  married  Viola,  the  daugh- 
ter of  S.  E.  Brown,  his  former  captain,  and  his 
death  occurred  of  yellow  fever  in  1867.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  members  of  and  active  workers  in  the  Con- 
gregational church. 

Edward  Perkins  Russel  spent  the  early  years 
of  his  life  in  Middlebury,  receiving  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  its  common  and  high 
schools,  after  which  he  matriculated  in -the  Cas- 
tleton Medical  Coltege,  but  when  the  Civil  war 
was  inaugurated  he  left  the  school  room  and  en- 
tered Company  K,  First  Vermont  Infantry.  He 
was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  rank  of  third 
lieutenant  of  the  Middlebury  Light  Guards,  was 
later  made  hospital  steward,  and  served  through 
the  first  battle  of  Big  Bethel.  After  his  dis- 
charge he  assisted  in  organizing  Company  B, 
of  the  Fifth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  which  he  was 
elected  captain,  but  on  account  of  his  father's 
service  with  the  hospital  corps  he  was  made  hos- 
pital steward,  and  later  appointed  second  and 
then  first  lieutenant  of  Company  E.  He  took 
part  in  every  battle  in  which  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  participated,  consisting  in  all  of  twenty- 
three  engagements,  among  which  may  lx?  men- 
tioned second  Bull  Run.  the  Seven  Days'  Fight 
and  the  Wilderness.  During  his  army  service 
he  was  twice  wounded,  but  was  always  able  to 
answer  to  the  call  of  duty,  and  his  military  ca- 


reer is  one  of  which  he  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud.  After  returning  to  his  home  Mr.  Russel 
completed  his  medical  course  at  the  University  of 
Vermont,  and  in  1866  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Middlebury,  but  in  the  following 
year  removed  to  Council  BlufYs,  Iowa,  where  he 
followed  his  calling  for  six  years.  Returning  to 
this  city  in  1873,  he  has  since  occupied  a  com- 
manding position  among  the  medical  practition- 
ers in  this  part  of  the  state,  being  now,  with  one 
exception,  the  oldest  representative  of  the  calling 
in  the  county.  During  the  past  twenty-five  years 
he  has  served  as  a  United  States  pension  ex- 
aminer, during  which  time  he  has  been  president 
of  the  board.  His  political  support  is  given  to 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  a* 
trustee  of  the  village. 

In  the  year  1866  Dr.  Russel  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Frances  B.  Musscy,  who  was  born 
May  13,  1839,  in  Mcndon,  Vermont,  a  daughter 
of  Colonel  Edward  Mussey,  a  farmer  and  hotel 
keeper  of  Addison  and  Rutland  counties.  He 
seven  times  represented  the  town  of  Mendon  in 
the  legislature,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  his  locality.  He  married  Rebecca  \V. 
Hatch,  of  Alstead,  New  Hampshire,  and  became 
the  father  of  the  following  children :  Charles  E.. 
formerly  of  Chicago,  but  now  deceased ;  William 
B.,  who  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Rutland,  Vermont ;  Edward  B„  a  farmer 
of  Rutland;  Albert  W.,  a  ranchman  at  Foster, 
California;  Draper  R.,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Frances  B.,  wife  of  Dr.  Russel;  Ellen  M.,  who 
died  unmarried ;  Frederick  D.,  special  corre- 
spondent of  the  Cincinnati  Commercial  and  chief 
of  its  bureau  at  Washington ;  and  Abby  T.,  who 
married  B.  F.  Greenough,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Rutland.  Mrs.  Mussey  died  August  5,  1900,  at 
the  age  of  ninetv-two  years,  passing  away  at  the 
home  of  Dr.  Russel.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  Dr.  Russel  and  wife.  The  first  two, 
Nellie  and  William,  died  when  young  and  were 
buried  at  Council  Bluffs.  Rebecca  L.,  the  third, 
married  George  MacLean,  an  electrical  engineer, 
of  Jamaica  Plains.  Massachusetts.  Charlotte  M. 
married  W.  O.  Sanford.  and  they  have  one  son, 
Russel. 

Dr.  Russel  is  vice  president  of  the  Addi- 
son County  Medical  Association ;  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Society;  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
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tcrnity,  and  has  held  several  offices  in  Apollo 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  assisted  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  William  P.  Russel  Post,  No.  89,  G.  A.  R., 
which  was  named  in  honor  of  his  .father,  and 
which  the  latter  originally  organized  under  an- 
other name.  The  Doctor  has  served  as  its  com- 
mander for  the  past  six  years,  and  has  ever  taken 
an  active  interest  in  its  work.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  has  served  as  its  dictator  for  the 
last  four  years.  For  many  years  he  has  hcen 
connected  with  the  fire  department,  being  the 
present  fire  warden,  and  he  has  ever  been  ready 
to  lend  his  aid  and  co-operation  to  every  measure 
and  movement  intended  for  the  public  good.  He 
is  a  member  and  a  vestryman  in  the  Episcopal 
church.  In  short,  he  stands  on  the  side  of  prog- 
ress, advancement  and  civilization,  favoring  edu- 
cation, religion,  law  and  order,  and  whatever 
makes  for  the  good  of  the  people  as  individuals 
and  as  communities. 

JUDGE  LOVELAND  MUNSON. 

Judge  Loveland  Munson,  of  Manchester,  is 
intimately  associated  with  the  legal,  political  and 
literary  interests  of  this  part  of  Bennington  coun- 
ty. He  was  born  July  21,  1843,  in  Manchester, 
which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Cyrus 
Munson.  He  is  a  great-grandson  of  Jarcd  Mun- 
son. and  grandson  of  Rufus  Munson. 

Jared  Munson  came  from  Lancsboro,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  Manchester.  Vermont,  in  1778,  and 
settled  on  a  portion  of  the  land  now  included 
within  the  limits  of  Manchester  village.  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  brother  Thaddcus,  who  sub- 
sequently served  as  lieutenant  in  the  local  militia, 
and  in  addition  to  carrying  on  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres  was  also  proprietor  for  a  few  years  of  the 
hotel  in  which  the  Council  of  Safety  held  its 
meetings  prior  to  the  battle  of  Bennington. 
Thaddeus  Munson  afterwards  spent  a  few  years 
in  Hinesburg,  which  he  represented  in  the  state 
legislature  in  1793  and  1705.  and  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1814.  Jared  Munson  reared  a  large 
family  of  children,  among  them  being  the  follow- 
ing- Henry  U.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  was  a  captain  in  the  militia ;  Anna 
married  I'aoli  Wells,  and  (heir  son.  Hclmus  M. 
Wells,  with  Judge  Skinner,  purchased  the  land 


for  the  Dellwood  cemetery :  Ephraim,  who  served 
as  deputy  sheriff,  was  the  father  of  Jane  Maria 
Munson.  who  married  A.  G.  Clark;  and  Rufus 
was  the  father  of  Cyrus  Munson  and  grandfather 
of  Judge  Munson. 

Rufus  Munson,  born  in  1762,  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Manchester,  where  he  assisted  in  clearing  the 
parental  homestead  of  which  he  afterwards  be- 
came the  owner.  He  lived  but  a  few  years  af- 
ter attaining  his  majority,  his  death  occurring  in 
1797.  Of  his  union  with  Bcthiah  Burton,  four 
children  were  born,  namely :  Cyrus,  Benjamin, 
Jesse  and  Polly.  Benjamin  served  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  was  afterwards  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  militia.  He  married  and  reared  several 
children,  among  them  being  the  son,  Cyrus  B. 
Munson,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Eleventh  Ver- 
mont militia,  while  another  son,  Josiah  B.  Mun- 
son, was  captain  of  a  company  in  the  Fourteenth 
Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  A  daughter.  Mary  Ann 
Munson.  married  Hon.  Seward  S.  Burton,  of  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin.  Jesse  Munson,  the  third  son 
of  Rufus  Munson,  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  New  York,  and  one  of  his  grandsons  be- 
came prominent  in  the  naval  service,  rising  to 
the  rank  of  commander.  Polly  Munson  spent  her 
entire  life  in  Manchester,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Alvah  Hollister. 

Cvms  Munson.  father  of  Judge  Munson,  was 
born  in  Manchester,  January  22,  1790,  and  here 
spent  his  life,  dying  October  1,  1857.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a  good  property 
just  north  of  the  old  homestead.  He  served  in 
various  town  offices,  and  settled  many  estates  in 
this  vicinity.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Burr  and  Burton  Seminary,  and  served  as 
a  trustee  until  his  death.  He  married  first.  Au- 
gust 10.  181 1,  Catherine  W  alker,  who  died  Jan- 
uary 13,  1841.  He  married  second,  Lucy,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Asa  Loveland.  who  died  March  24, 
1878. 

Loveland  Munson  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Elias  B.  Burton  in  1862.  and.  in  June, 
1866,  was  admitted  to  the  Bennington  county  bar, 
at  once  entering  upon  his  professional  career  as 
a  partner  of  his  former  tutor,  becoming  junior 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Burton  &  Munson. 
He  met  with  success  from  the  first,  having  a 
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gixxl  practice  when  with  Mr.  Burton,  and  being 
equally  prosperous  when  in  business  alone.  Mr. 
Munson  has  always  taken  an  intelligent  interest 
in  political  matters,  being  actively  identified  with 
the  Republican  party.  About  1866  he  was  made 
a  member,  and  afterwards  the  chairman,  of  the 
Republican  county  committee,  an  office  which  he 
filled  a  number  of  years,  serving  also  as  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  district  committee.  From 
1863  until  1866  he  edited  the  Manchester  Journal, 
evincing  a  good  deal  of  literary  talent,  anil  de- 
livered an  excellent  address,  in  1875,  on  "The 
Early  History  of  Manchester,"  which  was  after- 
ward published.  From  1866  until  1873  he  was 
town  clerk,  but  declined  further  election  to  that 
office  on  account  of  his  professional  duties.  He 
served  as  register  of  probate  from  December, 
1866,  until  December,  1876,  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  constitutional  convention  of  1870. 

Mr.  Munson  was  a  representative  to  the  state 
legislature  in  1872,  serving  on  the  judiciary  and 
railroad  committees,  and  was  elected  to  the  same 
position  in  1874,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
speakership,  his  opponent  being  Judge  H.  H. 
Powers.  In  1878  he  was  a  state  senator,  and 
served  as  president  pro  tern.  In  1882  he  was 
again  a  representative  to  the  legislature.  In  May. 
1883.  he  succeeded  Judge  Ranney  Howard,  de- 
ceased, as  judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of  Man- 
chester, and.  in  1887,  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Ormsbee  chairman  of  the  committee  authorized 
by  the  legislature,  in  1886,  to  revise  and  redraft 
the  school  laws,  presenting  the  same  in  the  form 
of  a  bill,  which  passed  the  legislature  with  but 
few  changes.  In  September,  1889,  Judge  Mun- 
son was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court ; 
was  elected  to  that  position  in  1890,  and  has  since 
been  biennially  re-elected,  being  now  second  as- 
sociate judge. 

Judge  Munson  married.  May  4,  1882.  Mary 
H.  Camplxdl,  daughter  of  Rev.  Alexander  B.  and 
Anna  M.  (Hollister)  Campbell,  of  Mendon, 
Illinois. 

ABRAHAM  BROOKIXS  GARDNER. 

Abraham  Brooking  Gardner,  an  enterprising 
and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Pownal,  Ver- 
mont, is  a  descendant  of  a  family  who  have  made 
the  state  of  Vermont  their  home  for  many  years. 


George  Gardner,  great-great-grandfather  of 
Abraham  15.  Gardner,  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  section  of  the  state  in  the  year 
1765.  Abraham  Gardner,  great-grandfather  of 
Abraham  B.  Gardner,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Pownal, 
Vermont,  and  subsequently  purchased  a  tract  of 
land,  which  is  a  portion  of  the  present  farm,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  David  Gardner,  grandfather 
of  Abraham  B.  Gardner,  was  born  in  Pownal, 
Vermont,  and  reared  upon  the  old  homestead. 
After  acquiring  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  he  devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits upon  the  ancestral  farm,  to  which  he  added 
three  hundred  acres.  He  raised  a  general  line  of 
garden  truck,  and  also  devoted  considerable  time 
to  stock-raising;  he  also  erected  a  number  of 
buildings  on  the  farm.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  married  Miss 
Eunice  Wright,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Eunice 
(Juette)  Wright,  the  former  being  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Pownal.  Mrs.  Gardner  was  l)orn  in 
Pownal,  and  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  one 
of  whom  is  Lodieska,  who  resides  in  Pownal  with 
our  subject.  David  Gardner  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  when  she 
had  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Samuel  J.  Gardner,  father  of  Abraham  Brook- 
ins  Gardner,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the 
town  of  Pownal,  Vermont,  where  he  was  reared, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
Later  in  life  he  pursued  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and,  being  an  energetic  and  industrious  man, 
he  met  with  a  marked  degree  of  success  in  this 
undertaking.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  |>arty, 
and  served  the  town  in  the  capacity  of  lister,  rep- 
resentative to  the  state  legislature  and  judge  of 
the  county  court.  He  married  Miss  Jennette 
Merchant,  who  was  l>orn  in  Pownal,  Vermont, 
daughter  of  the  late  H.  O.  Merchant,  who  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Pownal.  Mr.  Gardner  died 
in  the  year  1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  his  wife. — who  was  the  mother  of  three  sons, 
Abraham.  Marcus  M..  a  resident  of  Bloomington, 
and  John  W.,  an  agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
Pownal. — die-!  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

Abraham  Brookins  Gardner,   eldest   son  of 
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Samuel  J.  and  Jennette  Gardner,  was  born  at 
Pownal.  Vermont.  January  6,  1858.  After  ob- 
taining an  excellent  education  in  tbe  Bennington 
public  schools,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  work  of  the  farm,  until  he  at- 
tained his  twenty-second  year,  when  he  pur- 
chased an  estate  of  bis  own,  and  by  dint  of  per- 
severance, determination  and  good  management, 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  cultivated 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  country.  In  1886  Mr. 
Gardner  was  honored  by  his  townsmen  by  being 
chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture, an  office  which  he  creditably  filled  for  one 
term,  and  he  also  served  in  the  senate  in  1896. 
He  has  also  held  various  town  offices.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  anil 
is  also  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
of  Pownal.  Vermont. 

On  October  21,  1880,  Mr.  Gardner  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Audria  M.  Bates,  daughter 
of  Daniel  F.  and  Harriet  E.  Bates.  Their  five 
children  are :  Florence  A..  Daniel  F.,  Jennettc  M., 
Lodieska  A.  and  A.  B.  Gardner,  Jr. 

ALLEN  LEE  GRAVES. 

Allen  I-ee  Graves,  of  Manchester  Center,  an 
energetic  and  progressive  business  man,  is  con- 
spicuously identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  this  town,  being  a  successful  merchant,  opera- 
tor of  the  Vail  Light  and  Lumber  Company,  and 
president  of  the  Factory  Point  National  Bank. 
He  was  born  May  31,  1845,  in  Rupert,  Vermont, 
a  son  of  the  late  Francis  Graves. 

He  is  a  descendant,  nine  generations  removed, 
of  John  Graves,  who  came  to  America  at  a  very 
early  period  and  settled  in  Concord,  Massachu- 
setts. Nathan  Graves,  the  grandfather  of  Allen 
L.,  was  a  native  of  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, but  when  a  young  man  migrated  to  Ver- 
mont, locating  in  Rupert,  where  he  took  up  a  tract 
of  forest -covered  land,  and  with  true  pioneer 
grit  and  persistency,  cleared  and  improved  a 
homestead,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  at 
the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  His  first  wife, 
whoso  maiden  name  was  Polly  Kinney,  spent 
her  brief  life  in  Rupert,  dying  at  an  early  age;  of 
the  two  children  bom  of  their  union,  neither  is 
now  living.  He  then  married  Salome  Stoddard, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:    Mary  J.,  wife  of 


Timothy  Dwight  Smith,  of  Rupert ;  and  Nathan 
F.,  who  is  superintendent  of  the  Shade  Roller 
Company,  at  Vergennes,  Vermont.  Nathan 
Graves  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  and  he  was  actively  interested 
in  local  church  work. 

Francis  Graves,  the  son  of  Nathan,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Rupert,  living  there  until  1868, 
when  he  purcliased  a  farm  in  Warsaw,  Wyoming 
county,  New  York,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death  in  1888.  H  mar- 
ried Esther  A.  Bowe,  daughter  of  Amos  Bowe, 
of  Wells,  Vermont.  Mr.  Bowe  was  a  wheel- 
wright by  trade,  and  a  mechanic  of  unusual  skill, 
ami  the  kit  of  tools  which  he  used  is  now  in  the 
j)Ossession  of  his  grandson,  Allen  L.  Graves,  who 
prizes  them  very  highly,  as  he  does  the  spinning 
wheel  and  flax  wheel  which  his  grandmother  for- 
merly used.  Of  the  union  of  Amos  and  Rebecca 
Bowe,  several  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
Titus :  Abner :  Obadiah.  who  as  compositor 
worked  at  the  case  with  Horace  Greeley,  at 
East  Poultney,  Vermont,  subsequently  serving  as 
proof  reader,  and  eventually  upon  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  New  York  Sun ;  Betsey,  who  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Fryc.  of  Frankfort,  New  York;  Vilas 
M. ;  and  Esther  A.,  who  married  Francis  Grave*. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Graves  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Emma  C,  wife  of  Francis 
Morlcy,  resides  in  Kern,  California;  Allen  L. ; 
and  Julia  E..  wife  of  the  late  Duane  Bailey,  of  Ru- 
pert. Vermont.  The  mother  early  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church  and  retained  that 
church  connection  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years. 

Allen  Lee  Graves  was  educated  in  the  common 
and  select  schools  of  Rupert,  and  at  the  Burr  and 
Burton  Seminary  in  Manchester,  working  in  the 
meanwhile  on  the  home  farm,  when  not  in  school, 
either  as  pupil  or  teacher.  Starting  in  life  on  his 
own  account  in  1865,  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Cone  &  Burton,  general  merchants,  until  ltfOV), 
when  he  became  junior  partner  of  the  firm  of 
Burton  &  Company,  at  Manchester  Center,  in 
that  position  managing  the  store  for  twenty-five 
year?.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Burton  in  1894,  Mr. 
Graves  purchased  the  entire  bu>iuess.  which  he 
hns  since  conducted  in  his  own  name.  He  has 
the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  town,  em- 
ploys three  clerks,  and  carries  a  complete  stock 
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of  general  merchandise,  including  dry-goods,  gro- 
ceries, boots  and  shires ;  he  endeavors  to  keep  on 
hand  everything  demanded  by  the  country  trade. 
Mr.  Graves  is  a  man  of  good  financial  ability,  and 
has  been  connected  with  the  Factory  Point  Na- 
tional Bank  since  its  organization  in  1883,  serv- 
ing first  as  vice  president  and  since  1888  as  its 
president.  He  is  also  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Mark  Skinner  Library,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Dell  wood  cemetery,  and  of  the  Burr 
and  Burton  Seminary.  He  has  served  as  town 
auditor,  and  in  the  session  of  1900  and  190 1  was 
state  senator.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

(  hi  November  20,  1870,  Mr.  Graves  married 
Mary  K.  Hcmcnway,  of  Bridgeport.  Connecticut, 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  Freelove  (Wright)  Hem- 
enwav:  she  died  January  8,  1893.  Mr.  Graves 
married,  June  27,  1895,  Delia  C.  Smith,  daughter 
of  Egbert  B.  and  Ann  (Sykes)  Smith,  who  reside 
in  Manchester,  the  former  being  a  farmer  and 
stock  grower.  Mr.  Graves  has  two  daughters, 
Esther  S.  and  Edna  A.  Graves. 

ALBERT  B.  CHANDLER. 

Albert  Brown  Chandler,  who  is  now  con- 
spicuously identified  with  industrial  and  financial 
affairs  in  the  national  metropolis,  is  a  native  of 
Orange  county,  Vermont,  having  been  born  near 
the  village  of  West  Randolph,  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1840,  the  youngest  of  the  thirteen  chil- 
dren of  William  Brown  Chandler,  who  represent- 
ed distinguished  New  England  ancestry,  tracing 
his  descent  in  direct  line  from  William  Chand- 
ler, who  emigrated  to  America  from  England  in 
1637.  settling  in  Roxburv,  Massachusetts. 
Through  his  three  sons,  William,  Thomas  and 
John,  came  the  three  New  England  branches  of 
the  family,  in  which  were  found  a  number  of 
men  of  distinction  during  the  colonial  epoch, 
while  in  later  generations  the  honors  of  the  name 
have  been  eminently  upheld  by  men  prominent  in 
the  civil,  naval,  military  and  public  service  of 
the  country,  among  the  number  being  Brigadier 
General  John  Chandler,  long  representing  the 
state  of  Maine  in  the  United  States  senate :  Rear 
Admiral  Ralph  Chandler,  of  the  United  States 
navy;  Seth  C.  Chandler,  the  distinguished  as- 
tronomer: William  E.  Chandler.  United  States 


senator  from  New  Hampshire,  and  secretary  of 
the  navy :  and  Zachariah  Chandler,  United  States 
senator  from  the  state  of  Michigan.  In  a  col- 
lateral line  our  subject  is  also  a  descendant  of 
John  Winthrop,  the  first  governor  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts colony,  and  the  relationship  continues  to 
the  second  John  Winthrop,  the  founder  of  New 
London,  Connecticut,  and  the  first  governor  of 
that  colony.  William  Brown  Chandler  was  de- 
scended from  John,  the  third  son  of  William 
Chandler,  the  original  American  progenitor.  Of 
William  Brown  Chandler  another  writer  has 
spoken  as  follows :  "He  was  esteemed  as  a  man 
of  principle  and  high  Christian  character,  shown 
in  many  ways  during  his  long  life  of  nearly  ninety 
years."  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Electa 
Owen,  who  "was  respected  for  her  rare  intellec- 
tual endowments  and  beloved  for  her  amiable 
and  womanly  traits  of  character."  These  parents 
were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire, 
respectively,  but  they  passed  their  entire  lives 
after  marriage  in  their  Vermont  home,  having 
reared  to  maturity  eight  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  but  two  of  the  former  and  one  of 
the  latter  are  living  at  the  present  time. 

The  youngest  of  the  family,  Albert  B.  Chand- 
ler, received  his  preliminary  educational  discipline 
in  the  common  schools  and  academy  of  his  native 
town,  and  in  his  youth  he  devoted  his  attention 
for  a  time  to  the  trade  of  printer,  working  as  a 
compositor  in  printing  offices  in  Randolph  and 
Montpelier  during  his  school  vacations.  Finally, 
however,  his  efforts  were  directed  along  that  line 
which  eventually  led  him  to  a  position  of  high 
relative  distinction  in  connection  with  affairs  of 
wide  scope  and  importance.  He  began  to  learn 
the  art  of  telegraphy  in  the  office  of  the  V  ermont 
&  Boston  Telegraph  Company  at  Randolph,  this 
having  been  one  of  the  first  companies  organized 
to  make  practical  use  of  the  great  invention  of 
Professor  M  orse.  In  the  summer  of  1858  he 
went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  from  that  time 
until  the  present  his  career  has  been  consecutively 
identified  with  the  great  telegraph  interests  of 
the  country.  In  October  of  the  year  mentioned  he 
was  appointed  manager  of  the  office  of  the  West- 
ern Union  Telegraph  Company  at  Bellaire.  Ohio, 
and  in  February  of  the  following  year  was  ad- 
vanced to  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  Railway, 
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in  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  On  the  1st  of  June, 
1863,  Mr.  Chandler  entered  the  United  States 
military  telegraph  service,  as  cipher  operator  in 
the  war  department  in  the  federal  capital,  and  in 
October  of  that  year,  while  continuing  his  duties 
in  the  capacity  noted,  he  was  appointed  disburs- 
ing clerk  for  General  Thomas  T.  Eckert,  superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  military  telegraph, 
department  of  the  Potomac.  In  these  positions 
it  was  his  good  fortune  to  become  personally 
acquainted  with  President  Lincoln.  Secretary 
Stanton  and  ntarty  prominent  government  and 
military  officials.  In  August,  1866,  Mr.  Chandler 
removed  to  New  York  city,  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  general 
superintendent  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  and  he  was 
also  placed  in  charge  of  the  trans-Atlantic  cable 
traffic,  which  had  been  established  only  a  short 
time  previously.  He  was  appointed  a  district 
superintendent  of  the  Western  Union  Company  in 
1869,  continuing  until  January,  1875,  when  he 
was  appointed  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Atlantic  &  Pacific  Telegraph  Company,  of  which 
he  later  became  successively  secretary,  treasurer, 
director,  vice  president  and  president.  He  was 
thus  the  chief  executive  of  the  company  during 
the  last  three  years  of  its  existence,  and  until  it 
was  merged  in  the  Western  Union  Company,  in 
1882.  He  was  subsequently  made  president  of  the 
Fuller  Electrical  Company,  which  was  among 
the  first  to  develop  the  system  of  arc  lighting. 
In  1884  he  became  counsel  for  the  Postal  Tele- 
graph Company,  of  which  he  later  became  re- 
ceiver. Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  com- 
pany in  1886,  Mr.  Chandler  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent, and  as  such  he  assumed  the  general  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  the  company  and  also 
of  the  United  Lines  Telegraph  Company,  whose 
interests  later  became  merged  in  those  of  the 
Postal  Company.  He  was  president  of  the  Pos- 
tal Telegraph  Cable  Company  for  fifteen  years 
after  its  organization,  which,  under  his  able  con- 
trol and  management,  expanded  vastly  in  extent 
and  importance,  now  practically  dividing  with 
the  Western  Union  the  great  bulk  of  the  wonder- 
ful telegraph  business  of  the  country.  He  is  a 
vice  president  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Company, 
is  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Pacific 


Postal  Telegraph  Company,  and  is  also  vice  pres- 
ident and  general  manager  of  the  New  York 
Quotation  Company,  which,  chiefly  through  his 
efforts,  came  into  control  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  in  1890,  and  which  is  employed  by 
that  institution  for  the  distribution  of  its  quota- 
tions among  its  members.  It  has  beat  well  said 
that  'To  his  wisdom  and  sound  judgment  in 
conducting  negotiations  with  rival,  connecting 
and  other  companies  and  business  establishments, 
the  public  largely  owes  the  cheapness  as  well 
as  efficiency  of  the  telegraph  service  in  America, 
which  has  reached  a  development  far  more  than 
realizing  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  Pro- 
fessor Morse  and  the  pioneers  of  the  telegraph." 

"After  forty-four  years  of  active  service,  Mr. 
Chandler  felt  that  a  release  from  his  heavy  re- 
sponsibilities was  reasonable  and  right,  and  he 
therefore  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  position 
of  president  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Cable  Com- 
pany, giving  as  his  reason  his  need  of  rest,  and 
also  carrying  out  the  view  he  had  long  enter- 
tained and  often  expressed,  that  when  a  man  has 
achieved  a  reasonable,  even  though  moderate, 
success,  and  has  reached  the  age  of  three-score 
years,  the  comparatively  brief  remainder  of  his 
life  should  be  occupied  with  other  pursuits  than 
the  constant  care  of  burdensome  business.  And 
having  cultivated  other  agreeable  and  useful  em- 
ployments during  his  active  business  life,  he  was 
quite  ready  and  anxious  to  act  upon  this  view  of 
his  duty  and  privilege.  Uut  while  accepting  his 
resignation  as  president,  he  was  made  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors,  which  position  he  now 
holds.  While  relieved  of  the  burden  of  all  tie- 
tails  and  much  of  his  previous  responsibility, 
he  is  still  the  wise  counsellor  to  whom  many  mat- 
ters of  importance  are  referred." 

Mr.  Chandler  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
which  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  magnifi- 
cent building  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Company, 
in  Broadway,  New  York,  and  the  site  of  the 
structure  was  selected  ami  secured  by  him.  In 
1897-98-90,  he  was  president  of  the  Spraguc  Elec- 
tric Company,  extensive  manufacturers  of  elec- 
trical machinery,  motors,  tail  way  controlling  ap- 
paratus and  elevators.  The  elevator  branch  of 
this  company's  business  was  transferred  to  the 
Otis  Elevator  Company  in  1898.  mainly  through 


Digitized  by  Google 


33Q 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Mr.  Chandler's  efforts,  and  he  then  became,  and 
has  ever  since  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors oi"  the  Otis  Company. 

In  thus  noting  in  a  brief  way  the  varied  and 
important  interests  \vhich  have  felt  the  influence 
and  controlling  hand  of  Mr.  Chandler,  it  becomes 
evident  that  he  is  a  man  of  great  business  and 
administrative  capacity,  and  his  powers  of  con- 
centration and  facility  in  the  directing  of  innu- 
merable details  are  almost  phenomenal,  since  he 
at  all  times  seems  equal  to  meeting  all  contin- 
gencies and  to  handling  an  amount  of  business 
which  would  be  supposed  naturally  to  demand  the 
interposition  of  three  or  more  able  executives. 
He  has  been  most  conspicuously  identified  with 
the  history  of  the  electric  telegraph  in  America 
and  in  the  development  of  electrical  industries 
which  have  proved  of  inestimable  value,  and  his 
name  will  ever  have  prestige  in  this  connection. 
Another  review  of  his  career  speaks  as  follows: 
"Mr.  Chandler  han  been  particularly  fortunate 
in  his  personal  acquaintance  with  Professors 
Morse,  Varley,  Lord  Kelvin,  Edison,  Sprague, 
and  many  others  of  the  famous  inventors  of  tele- 
graphic and  electric  appliances,  and  also  with 
nearly  all  the  prominent  pioneers,  capitalists  and 
business  managers  who  have  brought  these  in- 
ventions info  usefulness.  He  is  a  man  of  re- 
markable executive  ability,  of  high  intelligence, 
and  of  fine  spirit,  courteous,  unostentatious,  sim- 
ple in  his  tastes,  a  lover  of  literature  and  music, 
a  thorough  and  distinctive  gentleman."  Mr. 
Chandler  has  a  fine  residence  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  and  his  love  for  his  old  home  and 
birthplace  has  never  abated  in  the  midst  of  the 
thronging  cares  and  responsibilities  of  an  ex- 
ceptionally active  and  exacting  business  life,  and 
in  West  Randolph  he  has  a  most  attractive  sum- 
mer home,  while  his  public  spirit  and  his  inter- 
est in  the  town  are  shown  in  many  beneficent 
ways.  In  politics  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  that  he  maintains  a  close 
identification  with  his  native  state  is  shown  in 
the  fact  that  he  served  as  aide-de-camp  with  the 
rank  of  colonel  on  the  staffs  of  l>oth  Governor 
.Woodbury  and  Governor  Grout,  of  Vermont,  and 
served  as  president  of  the  Brooklyn  Society  of 
Vermontcrs  for  two  terms,  declining  further  re- 
election 

On  the  nth  of  October.  i8/>4.  Mr.  Chandler 


was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marilla  Eunice 
Stedman,  of  West  Randolph,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  namely :  Florence,  who 
died  in  childhood ;  Albert  Eckert ;  and  Willis 
Derwin.  The  sons  are  established  in  desirable 
business  relations  in  New  York,  and  give  promise 
of  future  usefulness. 

THE  S AFFORD  FAMILY. 

The  Safford  family  of  Vermont  is  of  English 
origin,  and  its  name  is  yet  preserved  in  Ipswich, 
the  shire  town  of  Suffolk.  The  family  line  in 
America  is  as  follows:  Thomas  Safford  (i)^ 
whose  wife  was  Elizabeth;  their  son  John  (2), 
whose  wife  was  Sarah;  their  son  Thomas  (3), 
whose  wife  was  Eleanor  Cheney;  their  son  Jos- 
eph (4),  whose  wife  was  Mary  Giase,  a  descen- 
dant of  Aquilla  Chase;  their  son  Joseph  (5), 
whose  wife  was  Martha  Powers ;  their  son  Major 
Jfssc  (6)  ;  his  son  Lieutenant  Philip  (7),  whose 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Bigelow ;  their  son  Noah 
(8),  whose  wife  was  Nancy  Tower;  their  son 
Noah  Bigelow  (9),  whose  wife  was  Caroline 
Hinckley  Latham,  and  their  daughter  Charlotte 
(  10)  Latham. 

Thomas  Safford,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
America,  was  at  Ipswich.  Massachusetts,  in  1641. 
He  bought  a  farm  from  Henry  Kingsbury,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1648,  and  he  was  a  freeman  December  19, 
same  year.  He  had  a  share  and  a  half  in  Plum 
Island,  in  1664.  He  died  in  February,  1666,  and 
his  will  was  filed  at  Salem. 

Major  Jesse  Safford  (6)  "turned  out"  for  the 
support  of  the  government  in  the  outbreak  at 
Rutland    See  "Vermont  Historical  Magazine." 

Lieutenant  Philip  Safford  (7)  lived  in  Rock- 
ingham, Vermont.  He  served  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  and  in  1775  marched  with  a  company 
of  townsmen  to  Westminster  to  the  relief  of  the 
Whig  party,  and  drove  the  Royalists  from  the 
court  house.  History  says  that  "Philip  Safford, 
a  lieutenant  of  the  Rockingham  militia,  was  in 
the  court  house  at  the  time;  he  sallied  out  of  the 
main  door,  bludgeon  in  hand,  knocked  down  eight 
or  ten  who  endeavored  to  arrest  him  and  re- 
ceived salx-r  cuts  on  the  head  from  the  royal 
sheriff."  He  died  April  [8,  1817.  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Parker  Hill  burying 
ground.  Springfield,  Vermont. 
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Xoah  Sa fiord  (8)  was  born  October  12, 
1789,  in  Rockingham.  In  181 1  he  bought  a  tract 
of  forest  land  in  the  south  part  of  the  village  of 
Springfield.  Vermont.  From  1829  until  the  close 
of  the  war  he  occupied  a  conspicuous  position  in 
Springfield.  He  invented  two  kinds  of  straw 
cutters,  which  were  patented  and  the  patents 
several  times  renewed.  These  had  a  large  sale  in 
Vermont,  and  Mr.  Safford  went  each  winter  to 
Virginia,  selling  them  to  southern  planters.  In 
1829  he  built  a  stove  foundry,  and  later  he  manu- 
factured factory  and  mill  machinery,  this  being 
the  largest  business  carried  on  by  any  one  man 
for  many  years.  He  died  in  1864.  His  children 
were:  Noah  Bigelow;  Henry,  of  Quechce,  Ver- 
mont :  Isaac  Tower,  of  Chicago,  Illinois ;  Charles 
Herbert,  of  New  York;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of 
John  C.  Holmes,  of  Springfield. 

Noah  Bigelow  Safford  '(9)  was  born  in 
Springfield.  Vermont,  January  1,  1819.  He  was 
educated  and  taught  several  years  in  his  own 
town,  and  afterwards  in  Pennsylvania.  He  at- 
tended the  law  school  at  Harvard,  then  studied 
law  with  Judge  Henry  Closson,  of  Springfield, 
and  later  with  Judge  Colamer,  of  Woodstock. 
After  completing  his  studies  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Governor  Cooledge,  at  Windsor,  as 
junior  partner,  and  remained  there  twelve  years. 
He  married.  July  5.  T855,  Caroline  Hinckley 
Latham,  of  Lyme,  New  Hampshire,  bought  the 
Latham  Works  at  White  River  Junction,  and 
came  there  in  1856.  These  works  were  burned  in 
1861.  Mr.  Safford  twice  represented  the  town 
of  Hartford  in  the  legislature  and  Windsor  county 
once  in  the  senate.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  Ver- 
mont State  Agricultural  Society  for  twenty  years, 
holding  the  office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  in  1879 
from  President  Hayes,  and  held  that  office  the 
rest  of  his  lift-.  He  died  January  1,  1891. 

HIXCKF.FY. 

The  familv  line  is  as  follows:  Samuel 
Hinckley  (1).  whose  wife  was  Sarah:  their  son 
Captain  John  (2).  whose  wife  was  Bethia  Loth- 
rop,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Lothrop ;  their  son 
Grcsham  (tf.  whose  wife  was  Mary  Bucl :  their 
son  Charles  (4).  whose  life  was  Elizabeth 
Troop;  their  son  Colonel  Oramcl   (5).  whose 


wife  was  Lydia  Strong,  a  descendant  of  El- 
der John  Strong;  their  daughter  Caroline  (6). 

Samuel  Hinckley  (1),  with  his  wife  and  four 
children,  came  from  Kent,  England.  They  were 
parishioners  of  Rev.  John  Lothrop.  They  set- 
tled in  Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  in  1639.  Sam- 
uel Hinckley  was  the  father  of  Governor 
Thomas  Hinckley,  the  last  governor  of  Plymouth 
colony. 

Captain  John  Hinckley  (2)  was  born  at 
Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  May  24,  1644,  the, 
youngest  child  of  Samuel  Hinckley.  He  was 
deacon  of  the  East  church,  and  ensign  of  the 
militia  company.  He  was  a  lieutenant  of  the 
troop  of  horse  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  and 
was  later  made  captain.  He  died  December  7, 
1709. 

Gersham  Hinckley  (3)  was  born  at  Barn- 
stable. April  2,  1682,  moved  to  Lebanon,  Connec- 
ticut, in  1710,  and  died  there  December  24,  1774. 

Charles  Hinckley  (4)  was  born  at  Lebanon, 
Connecticut.  He  inherited  the  homestead  there 
and  land  in  Sharon,  Connecticut,  and  moved  to 
Thetford. 

Oramel  Hinckley  (5)  was  born  in  1766.  He 
settled  in  Thetford,  Vermont,  in  1790,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Orange  county  bar  at  the  Decem- 
ber term,  1798,  and  was  state's  attorney  for  the 
county  in  1799.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Thetford  in  the  state  legislature  in  1793  and  1799, 
and  was  elected  high  baliff  in  1798.  He  died 
October  25,  181 1. 

LATHAM. 

William  Latham  (l),  wife  unknown;  their 
son  Robert  (2),  whose  wife  was  Susanna  Wins- 
low;  their  son  Captain  Chilton  (3).  whose  wife 
was  Susanna  Kingman;  their  son  Arthur  (4), 
whose  wife  was  Alice  Allen ;  their  son  Neimiah 
(5),  whose  wife  was  Lucy  Harris:  their  son  Ar- 
thur (6),  whose  wife  was  Mary  Post;  their  son 
Arthur  (7),  whose  wife  was  Caroline  Hinckley; 
their  daughter  Caroline  Hinckley  (8). 

William  Latham  (1),  a  descendant  of  Sir 
Oskatell  Latham,  of  Artbury,  England,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  1,  was  first  of  his  name  in  this 
country.  He  was  at  Plymouth  in  1623.  at  Dux- 
bury  in  1637,  and  at  Marshfield  in  i<>43.  where 
his  house  was  burned  by  Indians  in  1648. 

Robert  Latham  (2)  was  constable  at  Marsh- 
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field  in  1643  aiul  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  1657. 
His  wife  was  Susanna  Winslow,  a  daughter  of 
Mary  Chilton  and  John  Winslow,  the  latter  being 
a  brother  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow. 

Captain  Chilton  Latham  (3)  was  born  in  1671 
and  died  in  1751,  at  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts. 

Arthur  Latham  (6)  was  born  at  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts,  February  16,  1758.  He  served  as 
private  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  moved  to 
Lyme,  New  Hampshire,  in  1780.  He  held  the 
office  of  postmaster  many  years,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  1843. 

Arthur  Latham  (7)  was  born  in  Lyme,  New 
Hampshire,  September  7,  1802.  He  prepared 
for  college  at  the  Thetford  ( Vermont)  Academy, 
and  graduated  from  Middlebury  College,  Ver- 
mont, in  1824.  He  was  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Lyme  many  years,  was  postmaster  several 
years,  and  served  repeatedly  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire legislature.  From  1846  to  1856  he  manu- 
factured locomotives  and  cars  at  White  River 
Junction,  and  the  first  locomotive  in  Vermont  was 
built  at  the  Latham  shops.  In  1856  he  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  remained  there  until 
1871,  when  he  and  his  wife  came  to  White  River 
Junction  and  made  their  home  with  their  daughter 
Mrs.  Safford.  Mrs.  Latham  died  March  22. 
1888,  and  Mr.  Latham  died  August  8,  1889. 

WALLACE. 

Colonel  William  Wallace  (1).  his  son  Moses 
(2).  whose  wife  was  Betsey  McKeath ;  their  son 
Andrew  Jackson  (3),  whose  wife  was  Caroline 
Jenncss;  their  son  Everett  (4).  whose  wife  was 
Charlotte  Latham  Safford:  their  daughter  Caro- 
line Latham  Wallace  (5). 

Colonel  W  illiam  Wallace  (1)  was  born  near 
Glasgow.  Scotland,  where  he  was  educated  in  col- 
lege. He  came  to  Newbury.  Vermont,  in  1775. 
and  went  into  business  as  a  merchant,  having  for 
many  years  the  principal  store  for  that  section. 
He  was  sheriff  of  the  county  and  clerk  to  General 
Bailey  during  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  often  sent  on  important  missions.  He 
served  as  private  in  Captain  Frye  Bailey's  com- 
pany, and  went  to  Saratoga  in  1777.  He  was  col- 
onel of  militia.  His  home  was  where  the  pres- 
ent depot  now  stands.  He  was  buried  in  the  Ox- 
lxnv  cemeterv. 


Moses  Wallace  (2)  was  born  August  3,  1782, 
in  Newbury.  He  removed  to  West  Topsham, 
Vermont.  He  held  the  office  of  town  clerk,  was 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  postmaster  many 
years.    He  died  February  8,  1866. 

Andrew  Jackson  Wallace  (3)  was  born  in 
1815.  He  received  an  excellent  education  and 
taught  at  Corinth,  Topsham  and  Orange.  On 
June  17,  1842,  he  married  Caroline  Jenness  and 
settled  in  West  Topshan  as  a  merchant.  He  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  from  1859,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  years,  until  the  last  two  years 
of  his  life.  He  was  town  clerk  many  years,  also 
selectman.   He  died  March  9,  1888. 

Everett  Jackson  Wallace  (4)  was  born  Oc- 
tober 9,  1848,  at  West  Topsham,  Orange  county, 
Vermont.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
West  Topsham,  where  he  acquired  an  excellent 
literary  education  and  upon  completing  his  stud- 
ies he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at  Bradford, 
Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  period 
of  time.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  express  busi- 
ness in  the  Boston  office  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  Express  Company,  remaining  in  that 
posit;on  up  to  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Car- 
thage, Missouri,  where  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  highly 
creditable  and  efficient  manner.  Mr.  Wallace  re- 
signed this  position  in  order  to  take  no 
his  residence  in  White  River  Junction.  Ver- 
mont, where  his  services  were  required  in  the 
management  of  the  large  estate  left  by  his 
father-in-law,  Noah  B.  Safford.  In  1901  Mr. 
Wallace  was  appointed  by  President  Roose- 
velt to  the  position  of  United  States  inspector 
of  immigration  at  Montreal.  Canada.  In  bis 
political  affiliations  he  is  a  firm  adherent  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  all  local  affairs ;  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  town  of  Hartford  in  the  slate 
legislature  in  1898,  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  board  of  selectmen  and  for  seven  years  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the  school  board. 
He  is  actively  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. Mr.  Wallace  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Latham  Safford,  the  only  child 
of  Noah  B.  and  Caroline  Hinckley  (Latham) 
Safford.  They  have  one  child.  Caroline  I~atham 
Wallace,  born  Januarv  12.  1887.    Mrs.  Wallace 
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is  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Safford,  a  full 
account  of  his  history  and  that  of  the  entire  Saf- 
ford family  being  given  at  the  beginning  of  this 
sketch. 

J  EN  NESS. 

Colonel  Thomas  Jenness  (i),  whose  wife  was 
Sally  Yeaton;  their  son  Jonathan  (2),  whose 
wife  was  Sally  Smith;  their  daughter  Caroline 
(3)- 

Colonel  Jenness  {i)  was  born  in  Rye,  New 
Hampshire,  November  24,  1748.  He  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  received  for  his  services 
a  pension  and  a  land  bounty  at  West  Topsham, 
Vermont,  which  he  bequeathed  to  his  son  Jon- 
athan. 

Jonathan  Jenness  (2)  was  born  at  Deer- 
field,  New  Hampshire,  March  30,  1780.  He 
removed  to  the  town  of  Topsham  in  1807.  He 
was  the  first  one  to  hold  the  office  of  postmaster 
in  the  town,  having  the  position  many  years.  He 
was  chosen  a  representative  in  181 3,  continuing 
in  that  office  eighteen  years,  from  1837  to  1840. 
He  was  in  the  senate,  held  the  office  of  high  sheriff 
for  Orange  county,  was  twice  a  member  of  the 
convention  called  to  revise  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  and  twice  held  the  office  gf  United 
States  assistant  marshal.  For  ease,  prompti- 
tude and  decision,  few  men  excelled  him  as  a 
presiding  officer.   He  died  November  2,  1846. 

EVERETT  JACKSON  WALLACE. 

Everett  Jackson  Wallace,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  White  River  Junction,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1848,  at  West  Topsham,  Orange  county, 
Vermont,  the  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Caro- 
line (Jenness)  Wallace.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  West  Topsham,  where  he  ac- 
quired an  excellent  education  and  upon  complet- 
ing his  studies  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store 
at  Bradford,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  a 
short  time.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  express 
business  in  the  Boston  office  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  Express  Company,  remaining  in  that 
position  up  to  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Car- 
thage. Missouri,  where  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank,  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  highly  credi- 
table and  efficient  manner.  Mr.  Wallace  resigned 


from  this  position  in  order  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in  White  River  Junction,  Vermont,  where 
his  services  were  required  in  the  management  of 
the  large  estate  left  by  his  late  father-in-law,  Noah 
Bigclow  Saftord.  In  1901  Mr.  Wallace  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Roosevelt  to  the  position  of 
United  States  inspector  of  immigration  at  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  firm  adher- 
ent of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  all  local  affairs;  he 
was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Hartford  in 
the  state  legislature  in  1898,  and  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  three  years, 
and  for  seven  years  acted  in  the  capacity  of  chair- 
man of  the  school  board,  and  resigned  in  1902. 
He  is  actively  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  married,  October  9,  1884, 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Latham  Safford,  the  only  chiKl 
of  Noah  Bigelow  Safford.  To  them  has  been 
born  one  child,  Caroline  Latham  Wallace,  born 
June  12,  1887.  Mrs.  Wallace  is  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Safford,  a  full  account  of  his  his- 
tory and  that  of  the  entire  Safford  family  being 
given  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch. 

DON  HAWKINS. 

Enterprise,  energy  and  honesty  in  business, 
patriotic  devotion  to  country  and  fidelity  to  every 
duty  of  public  and  private  life,  are  among  the 
chief  characteristics  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  a  resident 
of  West  Pawlet,  Vermont,  who  is  accorded  a 
high  position  among  the  substantial  and  valued 
citizens  of  that  town.  He  also  represents  one 
of  the  early  families  of  the  state  of  Vermont. 

The  Hawkins  family  trace  their  ancestry 
back  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  of  England,  where 
his  son,  Robert  Hawkins,  was  born  in  1610,  came 
to  New  England  in  1635,  on  board  the  ship  Ann, 
and  settled  in  Charleston' n,  Massachusetts.  Sub- 
sequently Robert  Hawkins  removed  to  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  with  Roger  Williams,  assisted  in 
the  settlement  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  and  his 
son,  Joseph  Hawkins,  was  a  prominent  resident 
of  Derby,  Connecticut. 

Zachariah  Hawkins,  great  -grand father  of  Don 
Hawkins,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  17 16,  served 
as  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which 
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he  displayed  great  courage  and  heroism,  and  par- 
ticipated, with  Ethan  Allen,  in  the  conflict  on 
Lake  Champlain.  He  was  married  four  times, 
was  the  father  of  fourteen  children,  grandfather 
of  eighty-nine  children,  and  great-grandfather  of 
ninety-five  children.  His  death  occurred  June  2, 
1806. 

Moses  Hawkins,  grandfather  of  Don  Hawk- 
ins, was  born  in  Oxford,  Connecticut,  August 
9,  1 761,  came  to  Castlcton,  Vermont,  as  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  1779,  and  his  business 
career  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  the  owner  of  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  and 
the  prosperity  which  came  to  him  was  the  result 
of  his  incessant  and  well  directed  efforts.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  the  soul  of  honor  and  integrity, 
and  enjoyed  the  highest  esteem  of  his  fellow 
townsmen.  On  July  20,  1784,  Mr.  Hawkins  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Salome  Hurlburt,  born  De- 
cember 29,  1764,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Abel,  born  April  15, 
1785,  died  September  28,  1831 ;  Silas,  born  Jan- 
uary 31,  1787,  died  May  7,  1853;  Julia,  born 
November  21,  1788,  died  September  30,  1846; 
Salome,  born  September  18,  1790;  Johanna,  born 
May  24,  1792;  Samuel,  born  January  13,  1794, 
died  April  13,  1850;  Joseph,  born  April  22,  1796, 
died  February  22,  1842;  Allen,  born  April  10, 
1798.  died  August  14,  1854;  Harvy,  born  June 
12,  1800,  died  October  15,  1877;  Jay,  born  June 
27,  1802.  died  August  19,  1866;  and  Riley,  born 
October  24,  1804.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  in  September,  1835,  having  survived  his  wife 
one  year,  her  death  occurring  December  16, 
1834.' 

Riley  Hawkins,  father  of  Don  Hawkins,  was 
born  in  Castleton,  Vermont.  Octol)er  24,  1804, 
and  after  obtaining  a  practical  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor.  He  pursued  this  occupation  for 
a  number  of  years  in  his  native  town,  subse- 
quently removing  to  Marks  Corners,  now  West 
Pawlet,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  until  1850, 
when  he  removed  to  Hebron,  New  York.  He 
married  Maria  Stearns,  and  their  children  were 
Cornelia  J.  and  Don  Hawkins.  Mr.  Hawkins 
died  at  his  home  in  Hebron,  New  York,  in  1880, 
survived  by  his  widow,  who  passed  away  in 
1885.  having  attained  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years. 


Don  Hawkins  was  born  in  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont, May  1,  1832,  and  the  first  three  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  that  town;  the  next  four 
years  were  passed  in  North  Clarendon,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Pawlet  in  1839,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
town.  After  completing  his  studies  he  learned 
the  trade  of  wagon-maker,  thoroughly  mastering 
all  the  branches  of  the  business.  He  then  estab- 
lished a  wagon  and  milling  business,  in  partner- 
ship with  Benjamin  Reed,  in  Hebron,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  four  years.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  Pratt,  Rising  &  Nelson,  of  West 
Pawlet,  in  1869,  and  served  in  the  capacity  of 
superintendent  of  the  present  mill,  which  he  sub- 
sequently purchased  in  1882,  and  has  operated 
successfully  ever  since.  His  business  consists  of 
merchant  and  custom  grinding,  and  dealing  in 
western  grain;  also  the  manufacture  of  potato 
starch  has  been  carried  on  extensively  since  the 
mill  was  first  built.  His  straightforward  meth- 
ods of  conducting  business,  together  with  his 
earnest  desire  to  please  his  customers,  haw 
brought  him  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
patronage.  In  1894  he  engaged  in  the  furniture 
and  undertaking  business,  which  he  has  continued 
to  the  present  time  (1903),  being  the  only  one 
now  engaged  in  that  line  of  trade  in  the  town. 
Politically  Mr.  Hawkins  gives  an  earnest  support 
to  the  measures  advocated  by  the  Republican 
party. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Har- 
riet Y.  Taylor  in  1865,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them:  Helen  M.,  whose 
death  occurred  August  19.  1893,  was  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Scott,  a  farmer  of  Rupert,  Vermont, 
and  the  issue  of  this  marriage  was  one  child, 
Hattie  Scott;  Willis  James,  a  resident  of  Man- 
chester, Vermont;  Katie  Pcrcival,  wife  of  Will- 
iam J.  Scott,  who  was  the  husband  of  her  de- 
ceased sister,  and  they  reside  at  West  Pawlet. 
Vermont.  Maud  W.,  wife  of  James  S.  Norton, 
a  citizen  of  West  Pawlet.  Vermont,  but  since 
1896  has  been  associated  in  business  with  Mr. 
Hawkins ;  Robert  U.,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  September  3,  1883. 
On  December  1,  1887,  Mr.  Hawkins  married 
Mrs.  H.  Augusta  Norton,  bom  in  Argvle, 
New  York,  and  her  death  occurred  August  10. 
1900. 
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CHARLES  GEORGE  WHEELER,  D.  O. 

Although  the  practice  of  osteopathy  is  com- 
paratively new  in  the  Green  Mountain  state,  it 
has  already  made  giant  strides  in  the  favor  of 
the  public.  There  is  no  guess  work  in  its  prac- 
tice. It  is  founded  on  truth,  and  has  no  mystery 
about  it.  Osteopathy  is  an  exact  science,  fully 
capable  of  demonstration  and  proof  to  any  intelli- 
gent mind.  It  makes  no  claims  to  impossible 
cures,  but  does  claim  that  in  many  cases,  when 
all  other  efforts  have  failed,  it  has  made  remark- 
able cures,  and  in  all  cases  that  succumb  to  am 
other  treatment  osteopathy  frequently  re- 
lieves a  patient  in  a  few  hours  and  in- 
sures speedy  recovery.  In  this  section  of 
Vermont,  osteopathy  is  represented  by  Dr. 
Diaries  George  Wheeler,  of  Brattleboro,  who 
has  gained  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  very 
many  of  the  citizens  by  his  silccess  in  relieving 
them  and  their  friends  of  diseased  conditions. 
He  is  a  cultured  student  of  the  science,  and,  being 
an  experienced  practitioner,  his  efforts  are  meet- 
fng  with  great  success. 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  not  a  stranger  in  Windham 
county,  nor  is  he  the  product  of  some  other  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  comes  of  an  honorable 
and  old  New  England  family,  and  is  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state.  He  was  born  in 
Montpclicr,  November  14.  1872.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  foundation  for  his  later  lit 
crary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Mont- 
pelier.  His  attention  hail  been  attracted  to  the 
subject  of  medicine  early  in  life,  and  he  had  de- 
cided upon  that  profession  as  his  life  work.  Fol- 
lowing the  habit,  however,  which  he  early  ac- 
quired, he  made  thorough  and  careful  investiga- 
tion into  the  science  of  medicine  and  its  practical 
operation.  It  was  thus  that  his  attention  was 
directed  to  osteopathy,  which,  although  ni  il  Ikmiip 
an  entirely  new  cult,  so  far  as  the  principles  of 
the  science  are  concerned,  has  of  late  years  for 
the  first  time  received  specific  instruction  at  the 
hands  of  experienced  practitioners  at  a  school 
which  was  established  for  that  purpose  at  Kirks- 
ville,  Missouri,  by  Dr.  Andrew  Taylor  Still,  the 
original  institution  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States,  and  still  maintaining  supremacy,  having 
now  (1902)  about  eight  hundred  students.  Re- 
pairing  t<>  this  institution,  Dr.  Wheeler  took  a 


thorough  course  in  the  principles  of  the  science 
and  their  correct  application,  receiving  his  di- 
ploma in  February,  1899.  He  came  directly  to 
the  town  of  Brattleboro  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  has  since  been  engaged  at  that 
point,  and,  as  stated  above,  with  flattering  suc- 
cess. Dr.  Wheeler  is,  of  course,  a  very  enthusi- 
astic student  in  the  profession,  and  keeps  in 
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close  touch  with  the  particular  science  which  he 
has  chosen  to  follow.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Osteopath  Association  and  of  the  State 
Osteopath  Association,  in  both  of  which  organiza- 
tions he  takes  a  very  prominent  part  in  their 
yearly  meetings. 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  the  son  of  Luther  S.  Wheeler, 
of  East  Mnntpelicr,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children.  His  grandfather,  Cyrus  Wheeler,  was 
also  a  resident  of  Montpelier,  where  he  l<«'k  a 
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prominent  part  in  the  civil  life  of  the  community, 
and  also  served  his  country  throughout  the  Civil 
war.  His  father,  Philip  Wheeler,  was  a  colonel 
in  the  war  of  independence. 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  a  young  man  of  engaging  per- 
sonality, and  the  future  which  is  opening  out 
before  him  seems  to  be  more  than  of  ordinary 
promise.  Dr.  Wheeler  married,  October  8,  1902, 
Miss  Mary  L.  Graves,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Webb,  by  the  latter's  first  husband,  Nelson 
Graves,  of  Plattsburg,  New  York.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wheeler  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Brattleboro,  of  the  board  of  stewards 
of  which  the  Doctor  is  a  member  ;  president,  also, 
of  the  Epworth  League,  and  secretary  of  its 
Sunday-school.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. Mrs.  Wheeler  is  vice  president  of  the  Ep- 
worth League  and  Sunday-school  librarian  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

EDWARD  CAN  FIELD  WOODWORTH. 

Among  the  representative  business  men  of 
Arlington  none  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
in  this  volume  than  Edward  Canfield  Wood- 
worth,  who  has  conducted  a  general  store  there 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  and  who  has, 
through  his  well  directed  efforts,  gained  a  com- 
fortable competence  and  is  numbered  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community.  Keen  dis- 
crimination, unflagging  industry  and  resolute  pur- 
pose are  numbered  among  his  salient  characteris- 
tics, and  thus  he  has  won  that  prosperity  which  is 
the  merited  reward  of  honest  effort. 

Mr.  Woodworth  was  born  in  Salem,  Nevi 
York,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Joseph  Woodworth,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Cambridge,  New  York,  and  was  indebted  to 
the  common  schools  of  that  place  for  his  educa- 
tional advantages.  For  three  years  the  father  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Sa- 
lem, New  York,  and  later  conducted  one  of  the 
principal  hotels  of  that  day  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
located  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Wells 
streets.  After  three  years  spent  in  the  latter  city 
he  came  to  Arlington.  Vermont,  in  1858.  and  had 
charge  of  the  Arlington  Hotel  for  three  years. 
For  the  same  length  of  time  he  also  carried  on 
the  Union  House  at  Cambridge,  owning  that 


property,  whence  he  returned  to  Arlington,  where 
he  lived  a  retired  life  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
on  the  nth  of  December,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years.  For  many  years  he  was  an 
honored  member  of  Red  Mountain  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.f  and  always  took  quite  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs.  He  was  an  excellent 
judge  of  horses,  and  during  the  Civil  war  bought 
most  of  the  horses  for  the  Vermont  cavalry.  In 
business  he  met  with  success,  and  he  became  very 
widely  and  favorably  known.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Anna  A.  Canfield,  was 
a  native  of  Arlington  and  a  daughter  of  Cyrus 
and  Chloc  H.  (Hard)  Canfield,  both  of  whom 
were  representatives  of  old  and  honored  families 
of  this  section  of  the  state,  mention  of  whose  an- 
cestry is  made  in  the  sketches  of  Miss  Martha 
A.  Canfield  and  Miss  Abbie  Hard,  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  .Mr.  Canfield  was  a  pioneer  of  the 
town  of  Lee,  having  come  to  Bennington  county 
from  New  Milford,  Connecticut,  at  an  early  day. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  and  he  took  quite 
a  prominent  part  in  town  affairs  and  church  mat- 
ters, both  he  and  his  wife  being  Episcopalians  in 
religious  belief,  as  were  also  the  parents  of  our 
subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canfield  lived  to  be  over 
ninety  years  of  age,  and  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Woodworth,  was  sixty  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Edward  C.  Woodworth  is  one  of  a  family  of 
twe  children  and  the  only  survivor.  He  received 
a  good  common  school  education,  and  also  pur- 
sued a  course  at  Cambridge  Academy.  He  began 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Jud- 
son  &  Deming  at  East  Arlington,  with  whom  he 
remained  eight  years,  and  then,  in  1877,  embarked 
m  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account  at  Ar- 
lington, under  the  firm  name  of  Judson,  Deming 
&  Woodworth,  but  two  years  later  the  firm  be- 
came Woodworth  &  Canfield,  and  in  1887  Mr. 
Woodworth  became  sole  proprietor.  He  has  al- 
ways carried  on  business  at  his  present  location 
near  the  Arlington  depot,  occupying  a  large  build- 
ing which  was  originally  forty  by  eighty  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  has  since  been  enlarged  by  an  ad- 
dition of  twenty  by  eight  feet.  He  carries  a  large 
and  well  selected  stock  of  general  merchandise, 
including  dry-goods,  notions,  boots,  shoes,  gro- 
ceries, glassware,  patent  medicines,  etc.,  and  he 
emplovs  two  clerks  to  assist  him. 

In  1880  Mr.  Woodworth  married  Miss  An- 
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toinette  B.  Judson,  now  deceased,  and  who  left 
a  daughter,  Mabel,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Seminary  in  Boston.  He  was 
again  married,  May  SI,  1902,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Emily  May  Mills,  of  Arlington. 
The  Republican  party  has  always  found  in  Mr. 
Wood  worth  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
county  committee,  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
same  for  eight  years.  For  seventeen  years  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Arlington,  and 
for  three  times  has  been  appointed  postmaster, 
having  filled  that  office  for  fourteen  years  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  A  conspicu- 
ous service  which  Mr.  Woodworth  has  rendered 
his  community  and  which  is  generally  appreci- 
ated, was  his  well  directed  and  successful  efforts 
in  establishing  rural  delivery  of  the  mails  within 
a  radius  of  seven  miles  of  Arlington.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  been  a  member  of  Red 
Mountain  Lodge  since  1882,  and  having  served 
as  its  secretary  since  1885.  He  also  belongs  to 
Adoniram  Chapter.  R.  A.  M.,  of  Manchester; 
Taft  Commandery  No.  6,  K.  T.,  of  Bennington : 
and  Mount  Sinai  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Montpelier,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Vermont 
and  ex-president  of  the  Western  Vermont  Mason- 
ic Union,  extending  from  the  northern  to  the 
southern  boundary,  and  belongs  to  the  Vermont 
Masonic  Veterans  Association.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  being  the 
thirteenth  to  join  that  order  in  the  state,  and  has 
served  as  one  of  the  board  of  managers.  He  is 
also  an  honorary  member  of  Post  Dudley,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  for  twenty-three  years  has  lieen  a  vestry- 
man in  St.  James  Episcopal  church,  being  now 
(1902)  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  society. 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1899,  Mr.  Woodworth  organ- 
ized the  On-da-wa  Golf  Club  of  Arlington,  and 
was  elected  treasurer  and  resident  manager,  most 
of  its  members  living  in  New  York  city,  Albany 
and  Washington,  D.  C.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Arlington  Club,  and  is  a  man  of  influence 
in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his 
home.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  encouraging 
and  financially  aiding  all  enterprises  tending  to 
benefit  the  public,  and  enjoys  in  a  high  degree 


the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men, 
standing  high  in  business,  political  and  social 
circles. 

GEORGE  ASA  EELS. 

George  A.  Eels,  of  Rrattleboro,  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  largest  bottling  houses  in  the  state, 
lias  for  over  twenty  years  been  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Brattleb.ro.  He  was  for  four 
years  connected  with  the  well  known  Brooks 
House,  later  as  an  active  partner  of  C.  H.  Eddy 


&  Company's  bottling  house,  and  finally,  as  sole 
proprietor  of  the  establishment,  he  has  drawn 
much  trade  to  the  town.  Born  in  Chesterfield 
county,  New  Hampshire.  November  10,  1854, 
he  is  the  son  of  the  late  Wiliam  B.  and  Myra 
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i  Borden)  Eels,  and  is  the  representative  of  an 
old  and  highly  respected  English  family. 

Colonel  George  Asaph  Eels,  grandfather  of 
George  A.,  was  a  man  uf  considerable  distinction, 
well  known  in  several  New  England  states.  Born 
in  Colerain,  Massachusetts,  he  resided  in  that 
place  for  many  years  of  his  life.  Upon  reaching 
manhood  he  engaged  in  agriculture,  and,  apply- 
ing both  science  and  skill  to  his  work,  won  for 
himself  a  leading  place  among  agriculturists  of 
his  state.  While  residing  in  Massachusetts  he 
joined  the  state  militia,  and,  exhibiting  Ixrth  force 
of  character  anil  exceptional  military  ability,  he 
was  honored  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  Having 
spent  a  life  of  honor  and  usefulness  he  died  in 
Chesterfield,  New  Hampshire.  During  his  early 
manhood  he  married  Priscilla  Burnham,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  one  daughter  and  five 
sons,  among  the  latter,  William  B.,  father  of 
George  A.  Colonel  Eels  was  an  exceedingly 
popular  man,  especially  in  Colerain,  where  he 
rose  to  distinction.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  First  Baptist  church  in  Brattleboro.  As 
a  man  keenly  interested  iti  public  affairs,  he  very 
ably  filled  many  local  offices  in  that  place.  Fra- 
ternally he  belonged  to  the  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons,  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  commandery. 

William  B.  Eels,  father  of  George  A.,  was 
reared  to  farm  work.  With  natural  regard  for 
the  occupation,  as  a  young  man  he  settled  upon 
a  farm  in  Chesterfield,  New  Hampshire,  which 
he  managed  with  success  for  many  years.  He 
married  Elmira  A.  Borden,  a  noble,  refined 
woman,  who  proved  an  inspiration  to  him  in  all 
his  undertakings  in  life.  Mr.  Eels  was  a  man 
of  much  cultivation  and  force  of  character. 

George  A.  Eels  early  displayed  a  keenness  of 
intellect  and  a  power  of  mastering  difficulties 
which  characterized  him  through  life.  In  the 
common  schools  of  his  neigh borhoo 


an<: 


later 

in  Chesterfield  Academy  he  fostered  these  traits, 
at  the  same  time  securing  a  large  fund  of  useful 
information.  After  leaving  school  he  remained 
on  the  home  farm  for  some  time  assisting  in  the 
management.  Conscious,  however,  of  inherent 
business  capacity,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  he 
started  into  the  hotel  business.  After  some  pre- 
liminary experience  in  charge  of  the  large  and 
widely  patronized  Arlington  Hotel  at  Gainesville, 
Florida,   he   secured   the   American   House  at 


Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  which  he  managed  for 
some  time,  with  marked  success.  Catering  to 
the  needs  of  a  varied  and  cosmopolitan  custom 
was  by  no  means  beyond  the  measure  of  his 
capacity,  and  his  management  redounded  to  the 
credit  of  the  house.  In  1882  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  C.  H.  Eddy  &  Company's  bottling 
industry.  Since  1897  he  has  been  sole  proprietor 
His  building  is  a  large  one  and  he  keeps  twenty 
men  and  women  constantly  employed,  bottling 
carlx>nated  beverages  and  flavoring  extracts  of 
all  varieties.  He  has  always  found  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  his  goods,  and  his  trade  now  extends 
through  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts and  eastern  New  York,  and  is  still  increas- 
ing. Indeed,  so  constant  is  the  growth  of  the 
business  that  he  finds  it  necessary  from  time  to 
time  to  make  additions  to  his  buildings.  Finan- 
cially the  business  is  highly  remunerative,  and 
brings  in  an  income  of  upwards  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  annually. 

Mr.  Eels  married  Jennie  L.  Abbot,  a  charming 
woman,  the  daughter  of  the  late  David  A.  Ab- 
bot, who  was  one  at  one  time  engaged  in  the 
sewing  machine  business  in  Brattleboro.  By  this 
marriage  there  have  been  three  children,  all  of 
whom  are  girls,  Lena  A.,  Grace  A.  and  Alice  A. 
Mr.  Eels'  success  as  a  business  man  has  won  him 
a  w  ide  reputation,  extending  even  beyond  his  own 
state.  In  his  own  town  his  influence  is  weighty, 
and  as  a  man  of  large  social  attributes  he  has 
hosts  of  friends. 

JOHN  L.  BACON. 

John  L.  Bacon,  cashier  of  the  National  Bank 
of  White  River  Junction  and  also  treasurer  of 
the  state  of  Vermont,  was  born  at  Chelsea,  Or- 
ange county,  Vermont.  June  18,  1862,  the  son  of 
John  B.  Bacon,  the  president  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Orange  County  at  Chelsea,  who  is  writ- 
ten of  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  educational 
advantages  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Bacon  were  acquired 
in  the  Chelsea  Academy,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  in  1878,  and  St.  Johnsbury 
Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1881. 
In  that  year  he  entered  upon  his  business  career 
in  the  capacity  of  cashier  for  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Chelsea,  remaining  three  years,  and 
during  this  period  he  received  a  thorough  train- 
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ing  in  banking  and  financial  affairs.  In  1886 
Mr.  Dacoti  removed  to  White  River  Junction 
and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  National 
Bank  ;  it  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  had  for  its  presi- 
dent, George  \Y.  Smith  ;  v  ice  president,  Ephraim 
Morris,  now  deceased;  cashier,  John  L.  Bacon. 
Jt  is  a  bank  of  issue,  deposit  and  discount,  ne- 
gotiating loans,  making  collections,  handling  first 
class  commercial  paper,  and  by  its  ample  capital, 
good  connections  and  unlimited  backing,  has 
gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  in  com- 
mercial circles  and  the  highest  standing  in  the 
financial  world.  Mr.  Bacon  is  a  young  man  of 
wide  acquaintance  and  eminent  popularity  in  so- 
cial and  business  circles,  as  well  as  political.  He 
is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  having 
served  as  county  treasurer  of  Orange  county  in 
1884  and  1885,  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Hart- 
ford in  1889,  and  elected  to  fill  the  responsible 
position  of  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Vermont  in 
1898  and  re-elected  in  1900  and  again  in  1902. 
He  has  been  elected  a  delegate  to  several  con- 
ventions of  the  Republican  party,  both  county 
and  state.  He  is  a  trustee  of  St.  Johnsbury 
Academy,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont.  He  is  act- 
ively connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
ing a  member  of  United  Brothers  Lodge,  No. 
21,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Coscodnac  Chapter,  Vermont 
Commandery.  and  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  1888  Mr.  Bacon  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lizzie  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Davis,  for- 
merly of  Danville,  Vermont.  Born  of  this  mar- 
riage were  Sarah  Helen,  who  died  in  1903,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  Mary  Elinor  and  John 
Davis  Bacon. 

LUMAN  PRESTON  NORTON. 

Luman  Preston  Norton,  of  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, for  many  years  active  in  manufacturing  and 
financial  affairs  in  that  city,  is  descended  from 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
New  England.  The  Norton  family  in  America 
traces  its  ancestry  to  that  DeNorville,  who  came 
to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror.  He  was 
of  noble  birth,  and  he  married  into  the  house  of 


Valois,  the  royal  family  of  France,  and  from  him 
descended  a  long  line  of  knights  who  married 
into  families  of  distinction.  In  the  eighth  genera- 
tion the  family  name,  through  various  changes, 
had  become  Norville,  then  Northtown,  and  sub- 
sequently took  its  present  form  of  Norton.  The 
first  family  seat  in  England  was  at  Sharpenhow 
(now  a  mere  hamlet ),  in  Bedfordshire. 

In  1639  Thomas  Norton  and  his  wife  Grace, 
with  others,  residing  in  a  small  town  near  Lon- 
don, came  to  America,  landing  at  Boston,  whence 
they  went  to  Connecticut,  settling  where  is  the 
present  town  of  Guilford.  This  Thomas  was  the 
lineal  ancestor  of  the  Norton  family  of  this  narra- 
tive. He  was  the  first  miller  in  the  town,  then 
called  Norton's  Quarters,  and  he  was  a  strict 
Puritan,  held  in  deep  respect  in  the  community. 
He  was  father  of  four  children,  of  whom  Thomas, 
of  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  was  the  second.  From 
the  latter  descended  David  Norton,  of  Goshen, 
Vermont,  whose  fourth  son  was  John  Norton, 
born  in  that  village,  November  29,  1750.  He 
gained  the  title  of  captain  from  service  during  the 
Revolutionary  war;  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Bennington,  where  he  became  an  extensive 
fanner,  and  also  founded,  in  1793,  the  pottery 
factory  with  which  the  family  name  has  ever 
since  been  associated,  and  which  attached  to  him 
the  sobriquet  of  "Potter"  Norton.  He  was  a  man 
of  considerable  education  for  his  times.  He  mar- 
ried Lucinda,  youngest  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Buel,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children :  Lu- 
man, February  9,  1785;  John,  February  25,  1787; 
Clarissa,  June  10,  1789;  Lucretia,  January  it 
1791  ;  Laura  A.,  December  13,  1793';  T.  Buel. 
May  26,  1797;  Eliza,  March  5,  1800;  Lydia,  May 
29,  1802;  Norman  ].,  June  7.  1806.  The  father 
died  August  25,  1828,  aged  seventy  years,  and 
the  mother  died  August  14,  1852,  and  their  re- 
mains repose  side  by  side  in  the  old  cemetery  at 
Bennington  Center. 

Luman  Norton,  oldest  son  in  the  family 
named,  was  born  in  Williamstown,  Massachu- 
setts, shortly  before  his  parents  removed  to  Ben- 
nington, Vermont.  He  was  ambitious  and  in- 
dustrious, and  acquired  more  than  an  ordinary 
education.  lie  was  known  for  his  gentility  and 
kindliness,  and  these  traits  of  character  brought 
him  designation  in  later  life  as  a  "gentleman  of 
the  old  school,"  and  he  was  affectionately  known 
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as  Judge  I.uman.  He  occupied  many  offices  of 
honor  and  trust,  among  them  the  county  judge- 
ship and  a  seat  in  the  legislature,  in  both  posi- 
tions acquitting  himself  most  creditably.  His 
death  occurred  April  27.  1859,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  By  his  marriage  with  Lydia 
Loom  is  he  was  the  father  of  three  children: 
Julius;  Laura,  bom  June  3,  1815,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Albert  Walker;  and  Louise,  born 
June  27,  1817,  who  became  the  wife  of  Christo- 
pher Fenton. 

Julius,  only  son  of  Luman  Norton,  was  born 
September  23,  1809.  He  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  afterward  completed  a 
course  in  the  old  academy  at  Bennington  Center. 
He  engaged  in  the  pottery  business  with  his 
father,  the  firm  name  being  Luman  Norton  & 
Son,  at  a  later  day  succeeding  to  the  sole  charge, 
and  subsequently  associating  with  himself  his 
brother-in-law,  Christopher  Fenton,  in  the  firm 
of  Norton  &  Fenton.  Julius  Norton  was  married 
twice,  first  to  Miss  Maria  Spooner,  who  came 
to  Bennington  as  a  school  teacher;  she  was  a 
very  superior  woman ;  she  died  shortly  after  the 
birth  of  her  only  child,  Luman  Preston  Norton, 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-six  years.  In  1842 
Julius  Norton  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  B. 
Olin.  To  this  marriage  were  born  two  daugh- 
ters, both  of  whom  are  deceased.  He  died  October 
5,  1861,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two. 

Luman  Preston  Norton,  only  child  of  Julius 
and  Maria  (Spooner)  Norton,  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  March  20,  1837.  He  mani- 
fested an  aptitude  for  study  from  an  early  age, 
and  acquired  an  excellent  education  in  the  Cam- 
bridge (New  York)  Academy,  and  in  Union  Col- 
lege, graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1858.  He  engaged  in  the  pottery  business  with 
his  father  and  his  cousin  Edward,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  parent  he  succeeded  him  in  the  man- 
agement, under  the  firm  name  of  E.  &  L.  P.  Nor- 
ton. Within  his  memory,  and,  in  part,  through  his 
effort,  the  Norton  Pottery  Works  had  become 
known  throughout  all  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada for  their  excellent  "Bennington  Stoneware," 
which  was  distributed  by  water  and  wagon  prior 
to  the  days  of  steam.  In  1882,  on  account  of  ill 
health,  Mr.  Norton  retired  from  active  business 
and  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  works.  He 
has  also  been  active  in  local  and  state  affairs. 


He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Bennington 
County  Savings  Bank,  and  the  first  president  of 
the  village  under  its  new  charter,  in  1882.  After 
recovering  his  health  in  some  degree,  he  accepted 
the  position  which  he  now  occupies,  as  general 
agent  for  the  state  of  Vermont  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin.  With  his  family,  he  is  a 
communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcojial  church. 
He  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Anthony  Lodge  No.  13, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  that 
body. 

Mr.  Norton  was  married,  October  12,  1858 — 
the  year  in  which  he  came  of  age,  was  gradu- 
ated from  college  and  entered  upon  business — 
to  Miss  Alice  Leavenworth  Godfrey.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  marriage :  Luman  Spooner 
Norton,  born  September  3,  1859,  is  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father ;  Agnes  Christmas,  burn 
December  25,  18C1,  became  the  wife  of  C.  H. 
Darling,  who  was  judge  of  the  Bennington  mu- 
nicipal court,  and  is  now  assistant  secretary  of 
the  United  States  navy ;  Alice  Mabel,  born  July 
31,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Orion  M.  Barber,  a  prac- 
ticing lawyer  in  Bennington:  and  Julius  Philip, 
born  June  28,  1873,  died  >«  California. 

The  ancestry  of  Mrs.  Norton  is  as  honorable 
as  is  that  of  her  husband.  She  was  one  of  three 
children  of  Bradford  and  Sarah  Godfrey.  One 
of  her  brothers,  Frederick  Godfrey,  is  deputy 
sheriff  of  Bennington  county.  The  other  brother, 
George  B.  Godfrey,  died  September  22,  190 1,  in 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  aged  fifty-five  years ;  he 
served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Fourth  Ver- 
mont Regiment,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Franklin,  and  again  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness ;  in  1867  he  went  west  and  engaged  in  rail- 
roading ;  a  daughter  survives  him.  George  God- 
frey, father  of  Mrs.  Norton,  was  a  native  of 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  a  son  of  George  God- 
frey, who  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry  as 
a  soldier  during  the  French  and  Indian  ami  Rev- 
olutionary wars.  He  was  first  a  private,  was  pro- 
moted to  a  captaincy,  became  major  in  1771, 
colonel  of  the  Bristol  ( Massachusetts)  regiment 
in  1774,  and  brigadier  general  of  the  Bristol 
county  brigade  from  February  9,  1776,  until  July 
1,  1781,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  also  promi- 
nent in  civil  life,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
from  1760  to  1 78 1,  as  selectman  from  1788  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


0 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


179 1 ,  as  a  representative  in  the  common  council 
for  five  years,  and  as  county  treasurer  for  seven- 
teen years.  His  father-in-law,  Major  Hodges, 
w  as  also  a  prominent  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  General  George  Godfrey  was  three  times 
married.  His  second  wife  was  Bertha,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Bertha  (Williams)  Hodges,  to 
whom  he  was  married  May  9,  1749.  She  died 
January  27,  1786,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
A  son  was  born  of  this  marriage,  Godfrey  Nor- 
ton, Jr.,  September  17,  1758,  was  too  young  to 
enlist  with  his  father  in  1776,  but  accompanied 
him  until  of  sufficient  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
ranks;  on  December  27,  1782,  he  married  Abi- 
gail King,  a  daughter  of  Captain  John  King,  who 
had  served  gallantly  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
and  became  a  wealthy  and  leading  citizen  of 
Taunton,  Massachusetts. 

FRANCIS  W.  STILES. 

Francis  W.  Stiles,  a  leading  journalist  of 
Springfield,  Vermont,  is  a  representative  of  a 
very  ancient  Anglo-Saxon  family,  which  was 
known  in  England  before  the  conquest.  The 
name  is  derived  from  Stighele,  meaning  "at  the 
stile,  or  steps,  or  rising  path."  and  was  first  ap- 
plied to  the  inhabitants  of  dwellings  thus  situ- 
ated. The  family  had  its  origin  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  England. 

Robert  Stiles,  the  emigrant  ahecstor,  came 
from  Yorkshire,  and  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
pany, which,  under  the  leadership  of  Ezekiel 
Rogers,  settled  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  in  1639. 
Samuel  Stiles,  the  son  of  Robert,  had  a  son 
named  Moses,  who  was  the  father  of  John  Stiles. 
Asahel  Stiles,  son  of  John  Stiles,  was  born  in 
1789,  at  Greenfield,  and  removed  to  Tunbridge, 
Vermont.  He  married  Nancy  Bradford  (who 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Governor  Bradford, 
of  Massachusetts) ,  and  was  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren. His  death  took  place  at  Tunbridge  in 
1834 

William  Lougee  Stiles,  son  of  John  and  Nan- 
cy (Bradford)  Stiles,  was  born  February  17, 
1823,  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  !>oot  and  shoe- 
maker at  Windsor,  Vermont.  He  married,  <n 
1848,  Betsey  Ann  Sargent,  of  Springfield.  Their 
children  were:    Francis  W.,  mentioned  at  length 
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hereinafter ;  Ann  Augusta ;  Clement.  S. ;  Fred- 
erick M.;  A.  Bradford;  and  George. 

Francis  \V.  Stiles,  son  of  William  Lougee  and 
Betsey  Ann  (Sargent)  Stiles,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1849,  in  Windsor  village,  Vermont,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Windsor 
and  Springfield.  The  facilities  afforded  by  these 
institutions  were  the  only  opportunities  for  tech- 
nical education  he  ever  enjoyed,  but  in  his  youth 
and  early  manhood,  inspired  by  his  innate  ambi- 
tion and  natural  intellectual  activity,  he  pursued, 
under  many  disadvantages,  an  extended  course  of 
reading  and  study. 

In  1864  the  family  removed  to  Springfield, 
where  Francis  was  employed  for  twelve  years  by 
the  Novelty  Works  Company,  and  other  business 
houses.  Subsequently  he  established  himself  in 
the  job  printing  business,  and  on  January  4,  1878, 
issued  the  first  number  of  the  Springfield  Re- 
porter, a  four-column  folio,  devoted  to  local  in- 
terests. He  began  the  publication  of  this  paper 
with  little  or  no  encouragement,  and  it  is  due 
to  his  energy  that  it  is  to-day  upon  a  good  paying 
basis,  having  been  enlarged  no  less  than  four 
times.  In  1892  the  business  was  incorporated 
as  the  Rejwrter  Publishing  Company,  with 
Mr.  Stiles  as  manager.  The  present  year  ( 1903) 
is  the  twenty-sixth  of  its  existence.  It  is  a 
seven-column  quarto,  the  largest  in  the  county, 
and  it  has  reached  a  circulation  of  over  two  thous- 
and copies.  With  few  exceptions,  Mr.  Stiles  has 
been  editing  and  publishing  papers  continuously 
longer  than  any  other  man  in  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont. In  addition  to  the  newspaper  plant  there 
is  also  a  fully  equipped  job  printing  establishment 
which  is  doing  a  flourishing  business. 

Notwithstanding  the  pressing  nature  of  the  de- 
mands involved  in  his  position  as  a  journalist,  the 
enterprise  of  Mr.  Stiles  has  been  exercised  in 
other  directions.  He  is  the  pioneer  in  the  last 
decade  in  an  attempt  to  develop  real  estate,  and 
was  instrumental  in  awakening  an  interest  that 
has  gone  far  in  this  direction  in  the  town  of 
Springfield  toward  its  material  growth.  In  1889 
he  purchased  what  has  since  become  known  as 
Highland  view,  a  tract  of  land  which  formerly 
belonged  to  Samuel  Rollins.  On  this  land  Mr. 
Stiles  'aid  out  a  number  of  building  sites,  many 
of  which  he  improved  personally,  and  all  of  which 
he  has  since  disposed  of.  with  the  exceptions  of 
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three  lots.  Highland  V  iew  is  now  an  important 
suburb  of  Springfield,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  so 
is  largely  due  to  the  foresight,  energy  and  busi- 
ness sagacity  of  Mr.  Stiles,  who  is  the  owner  of 
a  handsome  brick  block  known  as  the  "New 
Stiles,"  which  was  recently  improved  by  addi- 
tions, and  which  is  occupied  by  stores,  offices  and 
tenements. 

Mr.  Stiles  has  always  been  a  stanch  and  out- 
spoken Republican,  but  has  never  sought  or  held 
public  office.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge.  So.  41,  I".  &  A.  M.,  the  Junior  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Red  Men  (he  is  sachem  of  the  tribe  at 
the  present  time;,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen. 

Mr.  Stiles  married,  June  5,  1879,  Anna  Hayes, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  ( Boyle;  Hayes,  of 
Plymouth.  The  following  named  children  have 
been  born  to  them :  George  Hayes,  born  Febru- 
ary 15.  1881.  in  Springfield;  Louise  Mary,  who 
died  May  1,  1885,  in  Springfield;  Bessie  Ann, 
who  died  at  the  same  place  October  28,  1886,  at 
the  age  of  one  year ;  Harold  F.  \\\,  born  March 
8,  1890;  and  Russell  William,  bom  July  28,  1893. 
The  summer  home  of  Mr.  Stiles  is  the  farm 
known  as  "Breezy  Hill,"  where  the  family  spend 
much  of  their  time  during  the  summer. 

HENRY  LEONARD  STILLSON. 

The  American  Stillson  family,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  respected  in  the  country,  originated 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  finds  in  Henry 
Leonard  Stillson  a  worthy  representative.  Mem- 
bers of  this  family  are  now  residing  in  almost 
every  civilized  country  on  the  globe,  which  fact 
was  recently  learned  by  the  settlement  of  a  great- 
uncle's — Asa  Stillson's — estate  and  the  adminis- 
trator's search  for  his  heirs.  The  branch  of  the 
Stillson  family  to  which  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy belongs  descended  from  Vincent  Stillson, 
whose  parents  emigrated  from  England  some  time 
during  the  closing  years  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury and  settled  in  Miltord,  Conecticut.  Subse- 
quently Vincent  Stillson  moved  to  Newtown, 
that  state,  where  he  died  in  1796,  at  an  advanced 
age.  The  Stillson  homestead,  an  attractive  farm 
house,  is  still  standing,  south  of  Newtown  village, 
the  central  portion  of  which  was  built  just  prior 
to  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  while  ati 


addition  to  the  east  was  erected  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  a  similar  extension 
to  the  west  was  completed  in  time  for  occupancy 
when  our  subject's  grandfather,  Abel  Stillson,  Jr., 
was  married  to  Sarah  Wctmore,  January  11, 
1812.  Some  time  during  the  progress  of  these 
centuries  a  "lean-to"  was  added  to  the  north  of 
the  entire  dwelling,  covering  that  side  of  the  orig- 
inal house,  and  the  original  riven-oak  clapboards 
have  thus  been  preserved  in  the  attic.  The  home- 
stead is  now  occupied  by  Miss  Mary  Beers  Still- 
son, an  aunt  of  the  Mr.  Stillson  of  our  sketch, 
and  she  is  now  (1902)  in  her  seventy-eighth 
year.  A  well  preserved  set  of  china  dishes  tor 
the  table,  imported  from  Germany  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  a  "pewter  set,"  equally 
ancient,  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  resident 
at  the  homestead  in  Newtown.  Vincent  Stillson 
had  three  sons,  John,  Abel  and  Elnathan. 

Abel  Stillson,  of  Newtown,  Connecticut,  had 
the  following  children  in  the  order  named :  David. 
Jonathan,  Abel,  Elnathan,  Dorothy  Jane,  Sarah 
Ann,  Isaac,  Anan,  and  Asa— nine  in  all.  Abel 
Stillson,  Jr.,  a  son  of  the  above  mentioned  Abel, 
was  born  September  26,  1791,  and  died  Dcccmlnr 
1,  1846.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Wctmore,  was  born  in  Danbury.  Con- 
necticut, September  19,  1790.  and  died  February 
18,  1875.  They  had  seven  children,  as  follows  : 
Eli  Bennett.  Joseph,  Polly  Ann,  Dorothy  Jane. 
Abel,  Mary  Beers,  and  Anan.  Eli  Bennett,  the 
eldest  son  of  Abel,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Wetmore) 
Stillson,  was  born  in  the  homestead  before  men- 
tioned. April  13.  1813.  and  died  at  Middle  Gran- 
ville, New  York.  November  25,  1873.  He  mar- 
ried Eliza  Ann  Leonard,  the  only  child  of  Henry 
and  Anne  (Porter)  Leonard,  the  fathers  of  both 
of  whom  served  with  distinction  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Henry  Leonard  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Colonel  Job  Leonard,  of  Norton.  Massa- 
chusetts, one  of  the  staff  of  General  Horatio 
Gates,  and  Anne  Porter  was  the  eldest  daughter 
of  John  Porter,  of  Danbury.  Connecticut,  who 
was  an  artificer  throughout  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence on  the  staff  of  General  George  Wash- 
ington. To  Eli  Bennett  ami  Eliza  Ann  (  Leon- 
ard) Stillson  were  born  four  children:  Henry 
Leonard.  John  Porter,  George  Hamilton  Gray, 
and  Anan  Francis. 

Henry  Leonard  Stillson.  eldest  son  of  Eli  Ben- 
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nett  and  Eliza  Ann  (  Leonard)  Stillson,  was  born 
in  Middle  Granville,  Washington  county.  New 
York,  September  19,  1842,  and  it  is  an  interesting 
coincidence  that  his  grandmother,  Sarah  Wet- 
more,  and  his  eldest  daughter  were  also  liom  on 
the  19th  of  September.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  in  the  Troy  Conference 
Academy  at  Poultney,  Vermont,  and  by  a  pri- 
vate tutor.  Subsequently  he  graduated  from  the 
Eastman  National  Business  College  of  Pough- 
kecpsie,  New  York,  and  after  teaching  several 
years,  began  his  newspaper  career  in  the  office  of 
the  Rutland  Herald  in  1862,  remaining  with  that 
paper  until  the  spring  of  1867.  He  published 
the  Bulletin  at  Poultney,  Vermont,  in  1870-71. 
after  which  he  moved  to  Bennington,  this  state, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  From  1874  until 
1895  he  was  associated  with  The  Bennington 
Banner,  retiring  therefrom  in  April  of  the  latter 
year,  and  returned  to  the  editorial  chair  Decem- 
ber 15,  1899.  During  his  career  as  a  journalist 
Mr.  Stillson  has  achieved  distinction  as  a  fra- 
ternity historian,  and  his  writings  on  Freemasonry 
and  Odd  Fellowship — standard  works — are  pub- 
lished by  the  Fraternity  Publishing  Company,  of 
Boston.  Massachusetts.  "The  History  of  Free- 
masonry and  Concordant  Orders,"  published  in 
1891,  and  prepared  by  Mr.  Stillson  and  his  col- 
laborators— comprising  the  best  labors  of  a  large 
number  of  eminent  Masons  in  Europe  and  Ameri- 
ca— although  somewhat  iconoclastic  of  tradition- 
ary  lore,  enjoys  the  high  distinction  that  no  state- 
ment therein  contained  has  ever  been  successfully 
questioned.  It  has  passed  through  mam  suc- 
cessive editions,  and  is  selling  better  today  than 
when  first  issued.  His  "History  of  Odd  Fel- 
lowship— The  Three-Link  Fraternity."  published 
in  1897.  and  constructed  on  the  same  plan,  was 
made  "official"  that  year  by  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F..  paving  both  Mr.  Stillson 
and  his  publishers  the  highest  compliment  possi- 
ble. In  189 1  he  was  appointed  historiographer 
by  Governor  Carroll  S.  Page  to  compile  the  pa- 
pers and  addresses  in  connection  with  the  cen- 
tennial celebration  of  the  admission  of  Vermont 
into  the  union.  The  outcome  was  a  hook  of  his- 
torical value  that  is  now  much  sought  for  to  place 
in  libraries  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Mr.  Stillson  was  also  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  printing  at  that  event.    He  is 


chairman  of  the  Committee  of  History  of  the 
Bennington  Battle  Monument  and  Historical  As- 
sociation. A  bibliography  of  his  published  works 
occupied  two  pages  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
American  Historical  Association  of  1893. 

On  the  5th  of  August.  1868,  Mr.  Stillson  mar- 
ried Josephine  Sophia  Woodruff,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Lceke  and  Fmily  (Buck- 
man)  Woodruff,  of  Pittsburgh,  New  York,  and 
her  death  occurred  February  18.  1880.  Of  their 
two  children  the  son,  Benjamin  Leonard  Edward, 
did  not  survive  his  youth,  and  the  daughter, 
Frances  Emily,  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn.  New 
York.  Mr.  Stillson's  second  wife  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Helen  Kenyon,  of  Manchester.  Ver- 
mont, to  whom  he  was  married  September  6, 
1881.  To  this  union  there  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, all  now  deceased :  Bessie,  Ruth  Katherine, 
Adah  Caroline,  and  Lee  Hascall.  The  strenuous 
nature  of  the  demands  upon  time  to  edit  a  news- 
paper and  carry  along  the  literary  researches 
necessary  to  the  works  mentioned  above,  coupled 
with  the  agency  of  the  Associated  Press,  held 
by  Mr.  Stillson  from  1876  until  1896  in  southern 
Vermont,  forbade  the  holding  of  political  office: 
but,  nevertheless,  he  has  rendered  invaluable  and 
appreciated  services  as  health  officer  of  the  town 
and  villages  of  Bennington.  He  is  now  serving 
his  fourth  three-year  term  in  that  important  ca- 
pacity. While  his  early  aim,  as  he  says,  was 
to  gain  distinction  in  journalism,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  his  friends  that  he  will  be  best  known  in  con- 
nection with  his  tenure  as  health  officer  and  as  a 
historian.  Yet  his  many-sided  abilities  have  left 
their  mark  on  diis  profession.  The  Banner  is 
rated  second  in  the  Blue  Book,  and  Mr.  Still- 
son's  reports  of  the  Vermont  Centennial  cele- 
bration of  1877  and  1891,  both  held  in  Benning- 
ton, were  highly  praised  by  the  managers  of  the 
Associated  Press  in  New  York  and  Boston.  He 
has  also  found  time  amid  the  many  cares  of  a  busy 
life  to  render  distinguished  service  to  the  several 
fraternal  societies  and  clubs  in  which  he  holds 
membership.  In  turn  he  has  been  honored  by 
them,  among  which  may  be  named  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  of  both  the  American  and  Scottish 
Rites,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Good  Templars,  and  others.  The  Stillson  family 
numbers  many  who  are  eminent  in  the  medical 
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and  other  professions,  and  the  diversity  of  talents 
shown  by  the  one  whose  biography  is  here  in- 
scribed proves  him  to  be  a  man  of  unusual  at- 
tainments, and  likewise  an  honor  to  the  grand  old 
family  which  he  represents. 

DAVID  BLAKELY. 

David  Blakely,  deceased,  for  many  years  one 
of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  national  musical 
circles,  and  the  creator  and  general  manager  of 
the^  world  famous  concert  band  conducted  by  John 
Philip  Sousa,  also  president  of  the  Blakely  Print- 
ing Company,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  a  pioneer 
newspaper  publisher  in  the  west,  was  gifted  per- 
sonally as  a  singer  and  was  passionately  fond 
of  music.  Interested  as  he  was  in  the  develop- 
ment of  music  among  the  people,  the  application 
of  his  wise  business  methods,  his  keen  judgment 
of  the  popular  musical  taste  and  his  executive 
ability  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  great 
musical  organization  was  to  him  a  pleasure  and 
delight. 

David  Blakely  was  born  in  East  Berkshire, 
Franklin  county,  Vermont,  in  1834,  and  four 
years  later  his  parents  removed  to  Syracuse,  New 
York,  where  his  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  entered 
the  printing  office  of  the  "Daily  Star,"  between 
which  and  the  office  of  the  "Journal,"  he  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  typographic  art.  After  com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  he  returned  to  the  state 
of  Vermont  and  devoted  five  years  to  study,  two 
of  which  were  passed  at  the  Bradford  Academy, 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  Governor  Farn- 
ham.  and  two  at  the  University  of  Vermont.  In 
i860  Mr.  Blakely  located  in  Rochester,  Minne- 
sota, and  entered  upon  the  profession  of  journal- 
ism ;  three  flourishing  newspapers  owe  their  ori- 
gin and  success  to  him,  the  principal  one  being 
the  "Rochester  Post."  which  he  established  in 
i860.  The  paper  soon  became  a  power  in  that 
young  and  vigorous  state,  and  attested  not  only 
the  value  of  natural  adaptation,  but  of  the  prac- 
tical experience  that  Mr.  Blakely  had  in  that  ex- 
acting profession.  He  was  early  recognized  as 
an  advanced  thinker,  and  was  appointed  secretary 
of  state  bv  Governor  Alexander  Ramscv,  and 
the  legislature  immediately  created  him  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  of  the  state,  in 


which  capacity  he  contributed  largely  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  flourishing  common  school  sys- 
tem of  Minnesota.  As  ex-officio  secretary  of  the 
Normal  School  board,  he  promoted  the  estab- 
lishment on  an  enduring  basts  of  the  excellent 
system  of  normal  schools  for  which  Minnesota 
promises  to  become  distinguished.  In  1869  he 
was  elected  chief  clerk  of  the  Minnesota  house 
•oi  representatives,  to  which  office  he  was  re- 
elected the  following  year.  In  the  autumn  of 
1865  he  purchased  the  "Chicago  Evening  Post," 
and  at  once  took  editorial  charge  of  that  radical 
and  popular  daily.  The  newspaper  plant  was  de- 
stroyed during  the  great  Chicago  fire  of  1872, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Minnesota  and  pur- 
chased the  "St.  Paul  Pioneer,"  then  the  leading 
Democratic  paper  of  the  northwest,  and  soon 
brought  about  its  consolidation  with  the  "St. 
Paul  Press,"  the  Republican  organ  of  that  sec- 
tion. The  "Pioneer-Press"  was  firmly  estab- 
lished on  its  new  footing  by  Mr.  Blakely,  who 
subsequently  purchased  the  "Minneapolis  Daily 
Tribue,"  at  which  time  he  severed  his  connection 
with  the  St.  Paul  publication,  and  remained  its 
editor  and  proprietor  up  to  the  end  of  his  jour- 
nalistic career.  While  in  control  of  this  pros- 
perous daily  he  also  established  the  "Minneapolis 
Evening  Journal,"  and  in  addition  to  these  enter- 
prises he  was  president  of  the  Blakely  Printing 
Company,  of  Chicago,  also  a  large  stockholder. 
This  is  one  of  the  largest  establishments  in  the 
country,  the  work  turned  out  amounting  to  nearly 
half  a  million  dollars  yearly,  the  specialty  of  this 
great  concern  being  the  printing  of  newspapers 
and  the  turning  out  of  illustrated  art  works  of 
typographical  beauty  and  merit. 

Although  this  large  industry  was  Mr.  Blake- 
ly's  chief  business  employment,  he  had  it  so  sys- 
temized  that  he  was  able  to  give  much  of  his 
leisure  time  to  music.  During  his  journalistic 
career  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  he  was  the 
conductor  of  two  flourishing  vocal  societies,  was 
the  president  and  director  of  the  Philharmonic, 
and  as  such  organized  several  great  annual  mu- 
sical festivals,  for  which  he  drilled  the  choruses. 
He  secured  the  services  of  such  eminent  artists 
as  Mr.  Thomas,  Christine  Nilsson,  and  the  great 
and  historic  German  trio,  Winkleman,  Scaria  and 
Materna.  In  1875  he  removed  to  New  York  and 
assumed  the  general  management  of  the  P.  S. 
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Gilmore  Band,  a  popular  and  famous  musical 
organization,  a  position  he  held  for  several  years. 
During  this  time  his  attention  was  called  to  John 
Philip  Sousa,  then  with  the  Washington  Marine 
Band,  and  he  subsequently  secured  his  release 
from  government  service  and  established  the  now 
celebrated  Sousa  Band,  retaining  the  active  man- 
agement of  that  organization  until  his  death.  The 
success  of  this  enterprise  has  been  something  phe- 
nomenal, and  the  band  is  in  constant  employment, 
either  at  Manhattan  Beach,  at  the  great  exposi- 
tions throughout  the  country,  or  upon  concert 
tours.  The  compositions  of  Mr.  Sousa  are  prob- 
ably sold  more  extensively  than  those  of  any 
modern  composer,  and  the  royalties  thereon  netted 
a  handsome  income  to  both  Mr.  Blakely  and  Mr. 
Sousa.  On  several  occasions  Mr.  Blakely  en- 
gaged Theodore  Thomas  and  his  orchestra  for 
long  tours  over  the  country,  and  in  all  such  un- 
dertakings he  operated  on  the  broadest  and  most 
liberal  scope.  He  also  originated  the  Mendels- 
sohn Club,  in  Minneapolis,  one  of  the  largest 
musical  societies  in  the  country,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  the  director  of  the  music  for 
the  Church  of  the  Redeemer.  He  took  a  great 
interest  in  the  national  development  of  music 
among  the  people,  and  watched  this  phenomenon 
with  the  keenest  delight. 

In  1859  Mr.  Blakely  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Adeline  Prichard  Low,  daughter  of  the  late 
Asa  Low,  who  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Brad- 
ford, Vermont.  Their  children  were:  Jessie,  wife 
of  Wallace  C.  Low,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  New 
York  city,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Carroll  Blake- 
ly and  Kenneth  Brooks  Low ;  Bertha,  wife  of 
Courtlandt  Babcock,  a  resident  of  Montclair, 
New  Jersey,  and  engaged  in  the  commercial  paper 
business  in  New  York  city :  Julie,  wife  of  John  G. 
Morse,  a  citizen  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and 
engaged  in  the  capacity  of  factory  inspector  for 
a  Massachusetts  firm ;  and  Zolla  Pauline,  unmar- 
ried, who  resides  at  home  with  her  mother.  These 
children  all  received  a  musical  education.  The 
youngest  daughter,  Miss  Zella  Pauline,  received 
her  first  instruction  on  the  violin  under  Professor 
Wildcrmar  Meyer  in  Dresden,  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  also  studied  under  Edward  Nadard 
in  Paris,  and  subsequently  was  a  pupil  of 
Gustav  Dannreuthe  and  Leopold  Lcichtenhurg.  of 
New  York.   Mr.  Blakely's  death,  which  occurred 


November  7,  1896,  was  very  sudden.  He  was 
stricken  with  heart  failure  in  his  office  in  Car- 
negie Hall,  New  York  city,  and  his  remains  were 
taken  to  Bradford,  Vermont,  where  their  summer 
home  was  located,  for  interment.  His  widow  and 
four  daughters  survive  him.  His  untimely  death 
caused  grief  among  thousands  of  musical  peo- 
ple, who  regarded  him  as  a  man  of  great  intel- 
lectual powers,  of  the  very  highest  personal  prob- 
ity and  honesty,  stainless  in  his  private  character 
and  unimpeachable  in  his  public  functions. 

ASA  LOW. 

Asa  Low,  deceased,  was  a  man  of  enterprise, 
energy  and  remarkable  executive  ability  in  various 
directions,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  instru- 
mentality that  the  village  of  Bradford,  Vermont, 
became  a  center  of  commercial  activity.  Mr. 
Low  always  used  his  means  and  his  influence  as 
a  faithful  steward  for  the  public  good,  and  was  a 
liberal  contributor  for  the  support  of  religious 
and  charitable  work,  while  the  substantial  hotel 
which  bears  his  name  and  the  many  structures  of 
brick  and  stone  which  he  reared  will  be  enduring 
monuments  to  perpetuate  his  honored  name  to  a 
grateful  posterity. 

Asa  Low  was  bom  in  Sanford,  Maine,  Jan- 
uary 13,  1796.  and  after  acquiring  a  common 
school  education  was,  on  April  1,  1814,  bound  to 
service  for  three  years  to  Andrew  Henderson,  a 
paper  manufacturer  of  Wells  River,  Vermont. 
Here  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the 
details  of  the  paper  business,  and  in  1820  removed 
to  Bradford,  Vermont,  where  he  began  his  busi- 
ness career  equipped  with  a  splendid  physique,  a 
practical  mind,  good  habits  and  a  resolute  will. 
In  j 826  he  rented  a  paper  mill,  a  small  wooden 
structure  owned  by  Mr.  Henry,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  became  the  proprietor  of  the  same.  The 
mill  was  swept  away  by  a  flood  in  1828,  but  the 
following  year  another  wooden  structure  was 
erected  on  the  same  site,  and  this  Mr.  Low  oper- 
ated until  the  year  1840,  when  he  built  the  large 
granite  structure  which  withstood  the  elements 
for  over  sixty  years,  but  was,  in  May.  1901,  mys- 
teriously destroyed  by  fire.  In  1835  he  also 
erected  a  store,  the  brick  used  in  its  construction 
having  been  made  by  himself,  and  here  he  con- 
ducted a  thriving  trade  for  many  years.  He  gave 
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employment  to  nearly  on-  hundred  men  in  his 
various  enterprises,  which  included  a  printing 
ofticc  and  book  bindery,  printing  writing  books, 
almanacs  and  testaments,  etc.  Very  early  he 
formed  a  mercantile  partnership  with  Mr.  Naph- 
tali  Shaw,  each  partner  advancing  one  thousand 
dollars  according  to  the.  terms  of  their  contract, 
but  this  partnership  was  dissolved  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  years.  This  small  beginning  soon 
developed  into  the  largest  mercantile  establish- 
ment in  this  section  of  the  state.  His  four,  six, 
eight  and  nine  horse  teams  were  constantly  going 
to  and  from  Boston,  carrying  produce  of  all  kinds 
for  the  transaction  of  their  business,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  neighbor,  Colonel  Prichard,  and  other 
merchants  in  the  village.  Mr.  Low  was  always 
a  strict  observer  of  the  Sabbath,  requiring  this 
observance  from  his  employes  as  well,  and  he  ar- 
ranged, when  at  all  possible,  to  have  his  teams 
housed  at  home  on  Saturday  night. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Low  manufactured  scythe 
stones  in  large  quantities,  and  disposed  of  them 
at  wholesale  throughout  this  entire  section  of 
the  state.  In  1844  he  built  the  Bradford  flouring 
mills,  equipped  with  six  run  of  stone,  and  also 
the  adjacent  sawmill,  which  he  continued  to  oper- 
ate for  many  years,  and  from  which  he  realized 
a  handsome  income.  His  attention  was  also  di- 
rected to  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising, 
which  enterprise  proved  very  remunerative.  Ife 
erected  the  handsome  hotel  known  as  the  Trotter 
House,  on  the  present  site  of  Hotel  Low,  and  he 
was  the  first  store  and  hotel-keeper,  in  all  this 
section  of  the  country,  to  renounce  the  sale  of 
spirituous  liquors.  The  law  prohibiting  such  sale 
had  been  passed  in  1829.  At  first  his  trade  suf- 
fered, but  customers  soon  returned,  and,  fortu- 
nately for  the  town  of  Bradford,  his  excellent 
example  was  shortly  afterwards  followed  by  oth- 
ers. He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  number  of 
dwelling  houses  throughout  the  town,  which  were 
rented  to  the  men  in  his  employ.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  his  time  and  attention  were  almost  en- 
tirely occupied  with  his  many  and  varied  business 
enterprises,  yet  he  gave  every  moment  that  he 
could  spare  to  the  effort  of  obtaining  a  railroad 
up  this  rich  valley,  and  was  the  prime  factor  in 
ripening  conception  into  fact.  He  interested 
Governor  Erastus  Fairbanks  in  the  project,  and 


his  assurances,  being  followed  by  letters  from 
Boston  capitalists  corroborating  his  statements, 
soon  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  Connecticut 
&  Passumpsic  Rivers  Railroad  was  built.  This 
opened  a  communication  from  the  seaports  to 
Bradford,  whence  it  has  since  been  extended  to 
Canada  l-.ast,  with  railroad  connections  to  Que- 
bec, Montreal,  and  the  far  west.  During  his  ab- 
sence to  secure  this  great  public  work,  his  own 
pecuniary  interests  suffered  severely  through 
heavy  losses  by  flood  and  fire  and  through  the 
failure  of  creditors,  and  this  left  him  financially 
embarrassed.  Through  the  exercise  of  his  in- 
domitable energy  and  courage,  however,  he  soon 
found  an  opportunity,  through  the  purchase  of 
a  large  consignment  of  wool  on  commission,  in 
which  line  he  was  an  expert,  to  relieve  his  neces- 
sities. Mr.  Low  was  for  a  number  of  years  a 
trustee  of  Bradford  Academy.  He  took  a  keen 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  in  the  sup- 
port of  public  worship,  and  was  an  earnest  and 
persevering  advocate  of  total  abstinence  from 
the  common  use  of  all  intoxicating  liquors. 

On  September  21,  1824,  Mr.  T.ow  married 
Lucinda  Brooks,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel 
and  Anna  ( Butler)  Brooks,  formerly  residents  of 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  but  at  that  time  re- 
siding in  Canada  East.  Their  children  were: 
(1)  Helen  M.,  who  died  January  14,  1894,  aged 
sixty-seven  years:  (2)  Caroline  Henrietta,  wife 
of  the  late  John  B.  Peckett,  of  Bradford,  who 
djed  August  5,  1889,  aged  sixty-one  years  :  (3) 
George  Azra,  born  December  16,  1833.  wno  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  College  in  1857.  was  en- 
gaged as  teacher  for  some  years  at  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, and  at  Bradford,  Vermont,  and  subsequently 
was  engaged  in  various  business  pursuits  in  con- 
nection with  his  father:  later  and  for  many  years 
he  has  been  interested  in  the  paper  business  in 
New  York  city :  he  married  Marcia  Cutler,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  Calvin  Cutler,  and  their  residence 
is  in  Brooklyn,  New  York:  (4)  Adeline  Prich- 
ard, widow  of  David  Blakcly,  whose  summer 
home 's  the  Low  homestead,  opposite  Hotel  Low, 
which  home  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family 
for  eighty  years:  CO  Martha  A.,  who  resides 
at  her  old  home  in  Bradford.  Five  little  ones, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Low.  were  taken  away  in  childhood. 
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Mr.  Low  died  at  his  home  in  Bradford.  Ver- 
mont, in  1875.  at  t,lc  aSc  oi  seventy-nine  years, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  five  years  later,  be- 
ing in  the  eightieth  year  of  her  age. 

REV.  ALANSON  LAWRENCE  COOPER. 

Rev.  Alanson  Lawrence  Cooper,  D.  D.,  of 
Randolph,  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  Vermont  Methodist  Episcopal  conference  for 
many  years.  A  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  he  was  born  March  14,  1824,  in  Rochester, 
Vermont,  a  son  of  Elias  and  Rosalinda  (Hub- 
bard) Cooper.  He  is  of  English  ancestry,  being 
a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
Cooper,  the  immigrant,  the  lineage  being  as  fol- 
lows: John.  Samuel.  Samuel,  John,  Barnabas, 
Silas,  Alanson  L. 

John  Cooper  (1)  was  born  in  England  in 
1618.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  his  widowed 
mother,  Mrs.  Lydia  Cooper,  married  Deacon 
Gregory  Stone,  who  emigrated  to  America  before 
May.  1636.  bringing  with  him  his  step-children, 
John  and  Lydia  Cooper.  The  latter  married  Lieu- 
tenant David  Fisk.  of  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts, by  whom  she  had  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters, anil  died  prior  to  1655.  John  Cooper  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Cambridge, 
serving  as  selectman  thirty-eight  years,  as  town 
clerk  from  1669  to  1682,  and  as  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  church  from  1088  until  his  death, 
August  22,  1091.  He  married  Anna  Sparhawk, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Sparhawk,  of  Cambridge, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children  ■ 
Anna,  Mary,  John,  Samuel,  John.  Nathaniel,  Ly- 
dia and  Anna. 

Samuel  Cooper  (2),  bom  in  Cambridge. 
Massachusetts.  January  3,  1*153.  inherited  the 
parental  homestead,  which  he  occupied  until  his 
death,  in  i/'7-  He  was  selectman  from  1702 
until  17 16,  and  was  chosen  as  deacon  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  on  March  22,  1705.  On  De- 
cember 4.  1683.  he  married  Hannah  Hastings, 
who  was  liorn  in  Cambridge,  January  0.  t'>^. 
a  daughter  of  Deacon  Walter  and  Sarah  <  Means') 
Hastings,  and  their  children,  all  bom  in  Cam- 
bridge, were  as  follows:  Hannah,  Lydia,  Sarah, 
Samuel.  Mary,  Elizabeth.  Walter.  John  and  Jona- 
than. 

Samuel  Cooper  (3),  born  March  23.  1089, 


inherited  the  ancestral  homestead,  which  he  sold, 
April  14,  1730,  to  Ebenezer  Frost,  and  moved  to 
Grafton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  united  with  the 
First  Congregational  church,  December  28,  1731, 
and,  January  21.  1732.  was  chosen  as  one  of  the 
first  deacons  of  the  church,  James  Whipple  being 
the  other.  He  was  moderator  in  1735,  1738  and 
1740;  school  committee  in  1738:  and  town  clerk 
in  1739.  being  the  second  to  hold  that  office.  In 
1738  he  was  paid  three  pounds,  four  shillings,  for 
keeping  school  at  Grafton  Road.  He  married. 
March  29,  171Q,  Sarah  Kidder,  who  was  liorn  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  August  17.  1690.  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  and  Sarah  ( Griggs) 
Kidder.  The  only  record  of  their  children  is  as 
follows:  Nathaniel  and  Samuel  were  soldiers  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war ;  Joseph ;  John :  and 
Sarah. 

John  Cooper  (4).  bom  in  Cambridge.  March 
4,  1725.  moved  from  Grafton  to  Hardwick,  Mass- 
achusetts, in  early  manhood,  living  there  until 
1769,  when  he  settled  in  Cornish,  New  Hamp- 
shire, whence,  in  1770.  he  went  to  Croydon,  New 
Hampshire,  and  settled  on  a  farm  that  was  after- 
wards owned  by  Deacon  Otis  Cooper.  He  and 
Moses  Whipple  were  chosen  deacons  of  the  first 
Congregational  church  formed  in  that  town,  in 
1783.  He  was  elected  moderator  of  Croydon 
seven  times;  was  town  treasurer  in  1773;  tithing- 
man  in  T773  and  1781  ;  town  clerk  in  1772.  1773 
and  t774 :  selectman  for  nine  years :  he  was  also 
deacon  in  Hardwick  for  twenty  years :  selectman 
seventeen  years ;  assessor  twenty  years :  town 
clerk  five  years;  and  frequently  taught  school 
while  there.  He  also  taught  in  Cornish.  New 
Hampshire,  in  1769.  He  married,  March  15, 
1748.  Mary  Sherman,  who  was  born  in  Grafton. 
Massachusetts,  Decemher  9,  1726.  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Mary  Sherman,  and  a  cousin  of 
Roger  Sherman,  noted  in  colonial  history.  Their 
children,  all  liorn  in  Hardwick.  were  Sarah.  Na- 
thaniel. Mary.  John.  Joel.  Huldah,  Sherman,  Ma- 
tilda. Barnabas  and  Chloe. 

Barnabas  Cooper  (5).  born  July  28.  1764. 
resided  in  Croydon.  New  Hampshire,  from  1770 
until  March.  1807,  when  he  removed  to  Rochester. 
Vermont,  where  his  death  occurred  February  13. 
1813.  Tn  Croydon  he  served  as  tax  collector  in 
1802  and  1803.  and  as  selectman  in  1804  He 
married,  first.  Mary  Sanger,  horn  in  1769.  daugh- 
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tcr  of  Isaac  Sanger,  of  Croydon,  New  Hampshire. 
She  died  January  n,  1805,  having  borne  nine 
children,  all  born  in  Croydon,  namely :  Lois  San- 
ger ;  Silas;  Asaph;  Isaac;  Phineas  Sanger;  Ira; 
Susan,  who  died  in  infancy;  Susan  W. ;  and 
Alanson  Lawrence.  He  married,  second,  De- 
cember 9,  1805,  Lydia  Powers,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Barnabas. 

Silas  Cooper  (6),  born  January  21,  1790.  went 
to  Rochester,  Vermont,  with  his  father  in  1807, 
driving  an  ox  team  loaded  with  household  goods. 
He  lived  there  until  1813,  when  he  removed  to 
Croydon,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  remained 
until  1822,  when  he  returned  to  Rochester,  Ver- 
mont, living  there  until  his  death,  September  20, 
1846.  He  married,  first,  in  1813,  Rosalinda  Hub- 
bard, who  was  born  in  Putney,  Vermont,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1793.  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Susan 
(Moore)  Hubbard.  She  died  in  Rochester,  Ver- 
mont, February  15,  1840,  having  borne  him  nine 
children :  Erasmus  Darwin,  Lois,  Hubbard,  Barn- 
abas, Silas,  Alanson  Lawrence,  Susan  Jane,  Eliza 
Emily  and  Edward  Bcecher,  the  last  named  of 
whom  died  young.  He  married,  second,  March  2, 
1843.  Mrs.  Prudence  (Amidon)  Foster,  widow 
of  Hiram  Foster,  and  of  their  union  one  child  was 
born.  Edward  Silas. 

Alanson  Lawrence  Cooper  (7)  acquired  his 
elementary  education  in  the  common  and  select 
schools  of  Rochester,  and  at  Newbury  Seminary, 
after  which  he  taught  several  terms  in  Pomfret 
and  Rochester,  also  in  Cayuga  and  Wayne  coun- 
ties, Xew  York.  Entering  the  Vermont  confer- 
ence in  1846,  he  continued  in  the  state  about  ten 
years,  having  charge  of  churches  in  different 
towns.  Being  forced  on  account  of  ill  health  to 
give  up  preaching  for  awhile,  he  went  to  Evan- 
ston.  Illinois,  where,  in  1857,  he  entered  the  Gar- 
rett Biblical  Institute,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1859.  Soon  after  he  was  transferred 
from  the  Wisconsin  conference,  which  he  had 
previously  joined,  to  the  Vermont  conference,  and 
the  following  two  years  was  located  at  Wood- 
stock. Since  that  time  Mr.  Cooper  has  filled 
many  of  the  more  important  positions  in  the  con- 
ference. l>oth  as  pastor  and  as  presiding  elder, 
and  bv  his  conscientious  work  wherever  placed 
has  won  the  respect  and  hearty  approval  of  his 
associates.  In  18/13  and  1864.  while  stationed  at 
Montpelier,  he  served  as  chaplain  of  the  house 


of  representatives,  and  was  also  busily  employed 
in  his  charitable  efforts  to  alleviate  the  hardships 
of  our  brave  soldier  boys  in  camp  and  field,  and 
to  improve  the  hospital  service  at  Montpelier.  In 
1880  he  was  made  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  by  the 
Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  which,  in  1889,  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity. 

Dr.  Cooper  is  known  to  the  literary  world 
not  only  through  his  valued  contributions  to  the 
Vermont  Messenger  and  to  Zion's  Herald,  but 
through  stray  bits  of  poetical  composition  that 
occasionally  find  their  way  into  print.  Politically 
he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a 
strong  Prohibitonist.  Always  interested  in  ad- 
vancing the  educational  standard  of  the  country, 
he  served  as  superintendent  of  schools  in  Cabot 
and  Springfield,  Vermont,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Vermont  Methodist 
Seminary.  In  1868  the  Doctor  was  a  delegate  1 
from  Vermont  to  the  general  conference  which 
met  in  Chicago,  and  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Sunday-school  Association,  of 
which  he  was  president  in  1875  an<l  1876. 

Dr.  Cooper  married,  May  17,  1853,  Lucinda 
M.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Sarepta  (Hincher) 
Atkins,  of  Cabot,  where  her  birth  occurred  June 
28,  1830.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Cooper  have  four 
children,  namely :  Mary  Ella,  born  March  2, 
1855,  in  Irasburg,  Vermont,  married  April  25, 
1876,  Rev.  Clarence  M.  Ward,  of  the  DesMoines 
(Iowa)  Methodist  Episcopal  conference;  Emma 
Louise,  born  January  9,  1859,  married,  October 
5,  1887,  Rev.  Carlos  L.  Adams,  of  the  Detroit 
conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church: 
Alice  Etta,  born  January  31,  1863,  at  Northfield. 
Vermont,  died  February  12,  1882,  at  Springfield, 
Vermont;  and  Rosa  May,  born  February  7.  1867, 
at  Montpelier.  Vermont,  residing  with  her  par- 
ents. 

JABEZ  WADSWORTH  HOVEY. 

Jabez  Wadsworth  Hovey,  a  retired  agricul- 
turist of  East  Hardwick,  was  born  May  3,  1833, 
in  Thetford.  Vermont,  and  is  one  of  the  influen- 
tial men  of  the  town  and  much  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  comes  of  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  grandfather,  Roger  Hovey.  having 
been  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army.   The  first 
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ancestor  of  the  family  in  America  was  Daniel 
Hovey,  who  came  from  England  and  located  at 
Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  where  he  maintained  a 
wharf,  built  as  early  as  1060.  Roger  Hovey  was 
a  native  of  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  but  migrated 
to  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  when  young,  and 
afterwards  removed  to  Vermont,  living  many 
years  in  Thetford,  and  died  in  Berlin,  where  he 
went  a  few  months  before  his  demise,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  He  married  Martha  Freeman, 
and  among  the  children  born  of  their  union  was 
Frederick,  the  father  of  Jabez  W. 

Frederick  Hovey  was  born  and  reared  in 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  going  from  there  to 
Thetford,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  subsequently  settled  in 
Hardwick,  and  here  continued  his  chosen  occu- 
pation until  his  death,  being  the  owner  of  a  good 
farming  property.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Harriet  Ellis,  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Ver- 
mont, a  daughter  of  Jabez  Ellis,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Berlin. 

Jabez  \V.  Hovey  was  educated  in  Berlin  and 
at  the  Barre  Academy,  and  for  a  few  years  of  his 
earlier  life  taught  school  with  excellent  success. 
In  1857  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account 
in  Hardwick,  settling  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres,  located  about  a  mile  west  of 
die  village,  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  pro- 
ductive agricultural  estates  of  this  locality.  He 
devoted  himself  to  general  farming,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  dairying,  and  met  with  signal  success, 
by  industry  and  good  management  acquiring  a 
competency.  He  still  retains  possession  of  this 
homestead,  also  owning  and  occupying  a  small 
farm  of  twenty-five  acres  at  the  village  of  East 
Hardwick.  For  several  years  during  his  early  life 
he  was  employed  in  civil  engineering,  and  made 
the  survey  of  Washington  county  for  a  county 
map.  Politically  he  has  always  supported  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  by  voice  and 
vote,  and  has  rendered  excellent  service  in  most 
of  the  town  offices,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  1884  and  1885  he  was  a  representative  to  the 
state  legislature,  in  which  he  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  land,  taxes  and  highways,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  discussion  on  the  high  license 
bill,  which  was  introduced  that  session. 

Mr.  Hovey  married,  May  14,  1862,  Hannah 
C.  Montgomery,  who  was  born  in  Walden,  Ver- 
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mont,  November  6,  1834,  a  daughter  of  Jra  and 
Abigail  (Winslow)  Montgomery,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Walden.  Five 
children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hovey.  The  first,  Otis  E.,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College,  is  now  engaged  on  the  en- 
gineering force  of  die  American  Bridge  Com- 
pany of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  Elwyn  G., 
also  a  Dartmouth  College  graduate,  is  at  present 
one  of  the  managers  of  the  New  York  branch  of 
the  Western  Electric  Company  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, a  concern  which  he  formerly  represented 
in  Japan;  Frederick  M.,  who  died  May  23,  Ujui ; 
Mary  E. ;  and  Abbie  M. 

GEORGE  TRUMAN  SWASEY. 

George  Truman  Swasey,  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential attorney  at  law  of  Barre,  Vermont,  is 
a  worthy  descendant  of  Joseph  Swasey,  who  was 
one  of  four  brothers  who  came  from  England 
to  this  country  in  the  early  colonial  days.  It  is 
supposed  that  they  first  settled  in  Exeter,  New 
Hampshire.  Dudley  Swasey,  son  of  Joseph 
Swasey,  was  born  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire, 
and  attended  the  common  schools  of  that  town. 
He  was  united  in  marriage,  March  5,  1796,  to 
Miss  Apphia  Lougee,  o'f  Exeter,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  re- 
moved to  Danville,  Caledonia  county,  Vermont, 
where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
was  covered  with  a  dense  grow  th  of  weeds  and 
underbrush.  In  due  course  of  time  he  cleared  and 
cultivated  the  ground  and  engaged  extensively  in 
the  production  of  a  general  line  of  garden  pro- 
duce. He  was  one  of  the  representative  men,  and 
exerted  a  powerful  influence  for  good  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Dudley  Swasey,  son  of  Dudley  and  Apphia 
Swasey,  was  born  iti  the  town  of  Danville,  Cale- 
donia county,  Vermont.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Uie  town,  and  upon 
attaining  young  manhood  he  chose  the  occupation 
of  farmer ;  in  addition  to  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits he  frequently  performed  the  duties  of  an 
itinerant  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lydia  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Ver- 
mont. 

Samuel  Hart  Swasey,  son  of  Dudley  and 
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Lydia  Swasey,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Danville, 
Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  in  October,  1824.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school,  and 
began  the  active  duties  of  lite  by  assisting  with 
the  work  on  the  old  homestead,  and  he  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  to  that  occupation,  in  which 
lie  met  with  excellent  success.  Mr.  Swasey  has 
always  supjxjrtcd  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  measures  it 
advocates.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  was  married  in  1851  to 
Miss  Laura  Ann  Rich,  who  was  born  in  1829,  a 
daughter  of  Alva  and  Laura  Rich,  of  Calais,  Ver- 
mont. Their  children  are :  George  Truman,  born 
March  19,  1853;  Minnie  R.,  born  in  1862;  Nellie 
R.,  born  in  1863 ,  and  Charles  Dudley,  born  in 
1866.  Mr.  Swasey  died  in  Glover,  Orleans 
county,  Vermont,  in  1887. 

George  Truman  Swasey,  son  of  Samuel  Hart 
and  Laura  Ann  Swasey,  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  March  19, 
1853.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  the  district  school,  after  which  he 
was  a  student  in  the  Green  Mountain 
Seminary  at  Waterbury,  Vermont ;  he  then  at- 
tended Powers  Institute  at  Bernardston,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  subsequently  entered  the  Barre 
Academy  at  Barre,  Vermont,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1876.  Having  de- 
cided to  follow  the  profession  of  the  law,  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  Judge  Hiram  Carleton,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  some  time.  He  further 
prosecuted  his  studies  with  Joseph  A.  Wing,  of 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  September,  1880.  He  removed  to  Wahpe- 
ton.  North  Dakota,  and  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  meeting  with  a  large  measure 
of  success.  He  was  elected  to  serve  in  the  capac- 
ity of  police  judge  of  the  city.  In  1887  Mr. 
Swasey  removed  to  Washington  territory,  which 
is  now  the  state  of  Washington,  and  located  in 
Centralia.  where  he  enjoyed  a  lucrative  patron- 
age, owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  an  efficient, 
capable  and  honest  man,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  he  displays  an  executive  ability  of  a 
very  high  order.  In  1891  he  had  the  honor  con- 
ferred upon  him  of  being  elected  to  serve  as  the 
first  mayor  under  the  city  charter,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
for  the  county:  he  also  filled  the  office  of  city 


attorney.  In  1896  Mr.  Swasey  returned  to  his 
native  state,  and  located  in  Barre,  where  he  has 
since  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  elected  to  serve  as  city  attorney  in  1897, 
and  he  was  chosen  by  the  citizens  of  Barre  to 
represent  them  in  the  state  legislature  of  1898, 
where  he  served  on  the  judiciary  committee  and 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
house  on  the  local  option  referendum  bill.  In 
1890  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party 
for  their  candidate  for  congress  in  the  second 
congressional  district.  Mr.  Swasey  is  a  member 
of  Centralia  Lodge,  No.  58,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  lo- 
cated at  Centralia,  slate  of  Washington. 

On  December  25,  1882,  Mr.  Swasey  was  unite- 
ed  in  marriage  at  Bcrnardston,  Massachusetts, 
to  Miss  Dilcy  II.  Bowker,  who  was  born  February 
18.  1854,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  D.  and  Har- 
riett Bowker,  of  Bernardston,  Massachusetts. 
Three  children  have  been  born  of  this  union: 
Harold  Bowker,  born  at  Bernardston,  Massa- 
chusetts, January  1,  1884,  is  now  a  student  in  the 
senior  class  of  Goddard  Seminary,  Barre,  Ver- 
mont; George  Truman,  Jr.,  born  at  Wahpeton, 
North  Dakota,  February  5,  1885,  is  now  a  stu- 
dent in  the  senior  class  of  the  Spaulding  high 
school  at  Barre,  Vermont;  and  Harriett,  born  in 
Barre,  Vermont,  February  3,  1898. 

FRED  E.  PRICHARD. 

Fred  Elmer  Prichard,  a  prominent  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  of  Randolph.  Vermont,  who  acts 
in  the  capacity  of  principal  of  schools,  is  a  son 
of  John  P..  W.  and  Orissa  Prichard.  John  B. 
W.  Prichard,  father  of  Fred  E.  Prichard,  was 
born  in  Bradford,  Vermont,  September  26,  1839, 
a  son  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Pearson) 
Prichard.  His  preliminary  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  town  school,  and  this  was  further 
supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  at  the  Brad- 
ford Academy  and  a  private  course  at  St.  Al- 
bans. He  commenced  his  active  business  career 
by  engaging  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  employ, 
who  was  a  merchant,  and  he  also  served  in  a 
similar  capacity  for  his  brothers.  In  the  year 
1 861  Mr.  Prichard  purchased  from  his  brother 
the  store  and  stock,  and  successfully  conducted 
the  business  for  three  years.  He  then  located  in 
Massachusetts  and  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
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trade  there  until  1869,  when  he  returned  to  his 
native  town  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
Barron  Hay,  and  by  careful  management,  keen 
triscrimination  and  unrelaxing  energy  they  have 
not  only  been  able  to  hold  their  own,  but  have 
won  a  gratifying  success.  He  is  a  man  of  su- 
perior business  ability,  and  through  the  period 
of  his  connection  with  the  business  interests  of 
Bradford  he  has  never  failed  to  keep  a  good  name 
and  credit. 

When  the  slave-holding  aristocracy  attempted 
to  secede  from  the  Union,  Mr.  Prichard  was  a 
member  of  the  noted  Bradford  Guards,  a  company 
of  the  First  Vermont  Regiment,  and  accompanied 
them  when  they  left  the  state  at  the  outset  of  the 
struggle.  He  participated  at  the  battle  of  Big 
Bethel,  and  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment 
upon  their  return  from  the  field  in  August,  •1S61. 
Mr.  Prichard  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
in  1870  was  elected  to  fill  the  position  of  town 
clerk,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  single  year 
has  been  the  incumbent  of  the  office  ever  since. 
He  has  served  for  three  terms  as  selectman  of  the 
town,  and  was  chosen  to  represent  Bradford  in 
the  state  legislature  in  1882.  Mr.  Prichard  has 
filled  all  the  chairs  of  Charity  Lodge,  No.  43, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  has  presided  for  two  terms 
in  the  cast;  he  is  a  charter  member  and  has 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  adjutant  and  commander 
of  Washburn  Post,  No.  17,  G.  A.  R. 

On  January  21,  1862,  Mr.  Prichard  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Orissa  George,  daughter  of 
Sargent  and  Melissa  (Greenleaf)  George.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union :  Warren 
H.  and  Fred  E.  Prichard. 

Frd  E.  Prichard  was  reared  in  Bradford, 
where  he  prepared  for  college,  and  graduated 
from  Dartmouth  College  in  the  class  of  1891. 
While  in  his  senior  year  he  taught  one  term  in 
Corinth  Academy,  and  his  time  has  been  taken 
up  in  teaching  since  his  graduation,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  which  were  spent  in  read- 
ing medicine.  For  one  and  one-half  years  he 
was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Williamsburg. 
Massachusetts,  which  position  he  resigned  to  take 
charge  of  the  town  Central  high  school  at  New- 
bury, Vermont,  where  he  remained  two  ami  one- 
half  years.  After  a  trial  of  medical  study  he  de- 
cided that  the  profession  was  not  congenial  to 
him,  and  again  took  up  teaching,  at  the  Bradford 


high  school  and  academy.  After  three  years 
there,  he  took  charge  of  the  Randolph  high 
school,  where  he  is  now  (1903)  completing  his 
third  year. 

He  was  married  August  18,  1898,  to  Miss 
Metella  Paine,  a  native  of  Lowell,  Vermont, 
daughter  of  the  late  Benjamin  Franklin  Paine, 
w  ho  died  in  i8y8,  .at  Newport,  Vermont,  where 
he  was  cashier  of  the  Newport  customs  district. 
He  was  a  native  of  Lowell,  and  was  a  large  lum- 
ber dealer  at  Jay,  Vermont,  and  active  in  public 
affairs,  serving  as  representative  and  senator  in 
the  state  legislature.  He  was  a  son  of  Amasa  and 
Hope  S.  (Ladd)  Paine,  who  came  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Lowell  previous  to  1839,  *n  which 
year  B.  F.  Paine  was  born.  Mrs.  Prichard's 
mother,  Mary  Jane  (Blaisdell)  Paine,  was  born 
in  Greensboro,  Vermont,  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Jane  (Somers)  Blaisdell.  Mrs.  Prichard  received 
her  education  at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy  and  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
anil  spent  some  years  in  teaching.  At  the  time 
of  her  marriage  she  was  principal  of  the  training 
school  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Randolph 
Center,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Prichard  is  a  member  of  Phcenix  I-odge 
No.  28,  A.  K.  &  A.  M.,  of  Randolph.  Since  1891 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  State  Teachers' 
Association,  in  which  he  has  held  several  offices, 
including  vice  president.  He  has  been  county 
examiner  of  teachers  for  Orange  county  since 
1S93,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Instruction.  In  politics  he  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

LORENZO  M.  GREENE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Lorenzo  M.  Greene,  an  eminent  medical 
practitioner  of  Bethel,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant 
of  Uziah  Greene,  who  was  for  many  years  a  promi- 
nent agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Bethel,  his  farm 
being  situated  on  what  is  now  known  as  Chris- 
tian Hill.  Charles  Greene,  son  of  Uziah  Greene, 
and  grandfather  of  Dr.  Greene,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Pittsfield,  Rutland  county,  Vermont, 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Later  he  devoted  his  attention  to  fanning  and 
also  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  occu- 
pations he  followed  in  his  native  town  and  in 
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Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York, 
whither  he  removed  some  years  later.  Politically 
Mr.  Greene  was  formerly  an  adherent  of  the 
Whig  party,  but  after  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  joined  tliat  body.  He  was 
■  united  in  marriage  to  a  Miss  Hall,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Merril,  Harvey,  Jessie,  Milton,  Ellen 
and  Margaret.  Mr.  Greene  died  in  the  town  of 
Gowanda,  eighty-one  years  of  age. 

Milton  Greene,  father  of  Dr.  Greene,  was  born 
March  10,  1824,  in  Pittsrield,  Rutland  county, 
Vermont,  where  he  obtained  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools.  He  then  learned  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  in  connec- 
tion with  farming  for  a  number  of  years  in  Pitts- 
field  ;  he  then  removed  to  the  town  of  Rochester, 
Windsor  county,  Vermont,  where  he  resided  until 
1898,  after  which  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Randolph,  Vermont,  where  he  is  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time  (1903),  having  attained  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  Mr.  Greene  took  an  active  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  the  town,  and  always 
cast  his  vote  for  the  Republican  candidate ;  he  has 
also  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Universalist 
church.  He  married  Aurora  Goodno,  and  the 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them: 
Rev.  Ransom  A.,  who  was  educated  at  the  St. 
Lawrence  University,  ordained  a  Universalist 
clergyman  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  where  ho 
labored  for  twenty-six  years,  and  erected  a 
church ;  he  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife  hav- 
ing been  Clara  Wilson,  and  by  his  second  wife, 
Hattie  Clifford,  there  was  one  son,  Vernon  L. 
Greene.  Romanzo  E.  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Granville,  Vermont;  he  married  Mary  E.  Ball, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Edith  Greene;  Romanzo 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  Dr.  Lorenzo 
M.  Greene  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Rev  L.  L., 
who  was  educated  at  the  St.  Lawrence  Academy, 
New  York,  became  a  Universalist  clergyman  and 
was  located  at  Hudson,  New  York,  for  six  years ; 
he  married  Jennie  R.  Martin,  and  their  child, 
Dr.  Ransom  A.,  was  a  graduate  from  the  Balti- 
more Medical  College.  Olin,  educated  at  the 
University  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1879,  nas  s<nce  been  associated  in  prac- 
tice with  his  brother,  Dr.  Lorenzo  M.  Greene,  at 
Bethel :  he  married  Emma  Bee,  and  they  have  one 
daughter.  Mabel  1c  Greene.  Orlin  R.,  a  successful 
farmer  of  Randolph,  Vermont,  where  he  is  acting 


in  the  capacity  of  overseer  of  the  extensive  farm- 
ing interests  of  Robert  Kimball,  the  New  York 
banker,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jennie  Morse, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Ethel  Greene.  Orura  E. 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bethel ;  he  married  Isa 
Chailwick,  and  they  have  one  son,  Carl  Greene. 
Genie  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Twitchell,  and 
one  child  was  born  to  them,  Hattie  Twitchell; 
Genie  married  for  her  second  husband  John 
Xoona,  of  Enfield,  New  Hampshire;  she  is  now 
deceased.  Janette  is  the  wife  of  Burt  Chadwick, 
a  traveling  salesman;  they  are  prominent  resi- 
dents of  Randolph,  Vermont.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  July  1,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years. 

Dr.  Lorenzo  M.  Greene,  third  son  of  Milton  G. 
and  Aurora  Greene,  was  born  October  14,  1852,  in 
the  town  of  Rochester,  Vermont.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
birthplace  and  at  Randolph  Normal  School;  lie 
then  entered  Dartmouth  Medical  College  and 
subsequently  matriculated  in  the  University  of 
Vermont,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1876,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine. Dr.  Greene  then  established  an  office  in 
Bethel,  and  being  thoroughly  equipped  in  his 
profession,  not  only  in  medicine  but  surgery,  he 
soon  built  up  a  large  consulting  practice,  which 
has  increased  in  volume  and  importance  during 
the  passing  years.  His  practice  is  of  a  general 
nature,  but  he  devotes  particular  attention  to  sur- 
gery and  diseases  of  the  eye ;  he  also  acts  in  the 
capacity  of  medical  examiner  for  various  life 
insurance  companies. 

Dr.  Greene  is  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
State  Medical  Society,  the  White  River  Valley 
Medical  Society,  and  he  lias  contributed  several 
valuable  articles  to  medical  journals.  In  his 
political  affiliations  Dr.  Greene  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  in  1894  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  lower  house  of  the  legislature,  serving  on 
the  committees  of  education,  public  health  and 
insurance:  he  was  elected  to  the  senate  in  vyoi 
and  is  chairman  of  the  committees  of  insane,  pub- 
lic health  and  railroads;  for  the  past  two  \ears 
he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  state  board  of 
supervisors  for  the  insane  institutions  of  Ver- 
mont ;  a  member  of  the  pension  examining  board, 
and  for  ten  years  he  served  on  the  school  board 
of  Bethel. 
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Dr.  Greene  is  a  prominent  member  of  White 
River  Lodge  No.  90,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  passed 
all  the  chairs  of  Whitney  Giapter,  R.  A.  M., 
at  Randolph :  Mt.  Zion  Commaiidcry  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Vermont ;  Mt.  Sinai  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  On  April  2,  1873,  Dr.  Greene  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ella  Durkee,  daughter  of  Norman 
Durkee,  of  Pittsfield,  Vermont.  They  have  one 
child.  Otto  Vernon  Greene,  who  graduated  at 
the  Baltimore  Medical  College,  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

FRANK  EDWARD  ALFRED. 

Frank  Edward  Alfred  is  a  descendant  on  both 
paternal  and  maternal  sides  from  an  honored 
Revo'.iitionary  ancestry,  his  great-grandfathers, 
Phineas  Chapin  and  Elias  Babcock,  having  par- 
ticipated in  the  struggle  for  independence.  The 
n2ine  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first  one  to 
settle  in  this  country  was  Benedictus  Alford,  as 
the  name  then  appeared,  who  made  his  home  at 
Windsor,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  sergeant  in 
the  Pequot  war  in  1637,  a  juror  in  1643,  and 
constable  of  his  town  in  1666,  when  a  day  of 
special  thanksgiving  was  observed  throughout 
the  colonies.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Windsor 
church.  When  his  will  was  offered  for  probate 
in  1683,  his  estate  was  valued  at  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  pounds,  three  shillings  and  six  pence. 
This  was  considered  a  large  amount  in  those  days, 
and  Mr.  Alford  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Jane  Newton  on  November  26, 
1640,  and  the  following  named  children  were  born 
to  them :  Jonathan,  born  June  1,  1645 ;  Benedict, 
born  July  11,  1647;  Josias,  born  July  6,  1649, 
who  inherited  the  farm  granted  to  his  father  for 
services  in  the  Pequot  war ;  Elizabeth,  born  Sep- 
tember 21,  1651 ;  and  Jeremy,  born  December  24. 

i<555- 

Jeremy  was  the  youngest  son  of  Benedictus 
and  Jane  Alford,  and  the  first  name  of  his  wife 
was  Jane,  who  survived  him  and  was  the  ad- 
ministratrix of  his  estate  in  1709.  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  1715 ;  nine  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Benedict,  Newton,  Jonathan,  Jeremy, 
Jane,  Joanna,  Elizabeth,  Elizabeth  (2)  and  Job 
Alford. 

Job,  the  youngest  son  of  Jeremy  and  Jane  Al- 
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ford,  was  born  August  26,  1708,  and  about  1734 
he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Harwinton, 
Connecticut ;  his  children  were  Job  and  John  Al- 
ford. 

John,  youngest  son  of  Job  Alfred,  was  born 
September  4,  1738,  and  he  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage to  Lydia  Fellows;  six  children  were  born 
to  them:  Eunice,  Polly,  Joanna,  Consider,  Will- 
iam and  Benjamin  Alford.  Benjamin,  youngest 
son  of  John  and  Lydia  Alford,  was  born  March 
26,  1763.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Chapin,  and  the  following  named  children  were 
born  to  them:  John  B.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
John  B.  (2) ;  Samuel  D.,  who  also  died  in  in- 
fancy; Samuel  D.  (2);  and  Elizabeth  Alford. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a  resident  of 
West  Springfield.  Massachusetts,  subsequently 
removing  to  Westfield  in  the  same  state.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade,  and  was  a  large 
dealer  in  ivory ;  on  one  of  his  return  voyages  he 
landed  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  to  attend  a  sale  of 
ivory,  and  contracted  yellow  fever,  from  which 
lie  died.  His  second  son,  John  B.,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  Hopkins,  who  bore  him 
four  children,  namely :  Elizabeth ;  Caroline ;  John 
B.,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and  John  B.  Alfred. 

Samuel  D.  Alfred,  youngest  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  Alfred,  was  born  June  14,  1804. 
He  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  father  died ; 
he  remained  at  home  with  his  mother  and  elder 
brother,  assisting  with  the  work  on  the  homestead 
farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  went 
to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  became  an  appren- 
tice to  a  cabinet-maker.  After  acquiring  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  business  he  worked  as 
a  journeyman  in  Batavia  and  Lansingburg,  New 
York,  and  in  the  latter  named  city  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sally  Willard,  who  was  bora 
September  20,  1805.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them:  Benjamin  C.  and  Roxana,  the  latter 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Alfred  died  No- 
vember 25,  1828,  and  Mr.  Alfred  committed  Ben- 
jamin C.  to  the  care  of  his  grandmother,  who  re- 
sided in  Westfield,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Alfred 
then  engaged  in  the  sale  of  clocks,  traveling  with 
his  wagon  as  far  north  as  Montreal,  Canada.  His 
business  soon  became  so  prosperous  that  he  placed 
a  number  of  traveling  salesmen  on  the  road,  and 
he  continued  at  this  line  of  work  until  he  formed 
a  mercantile  association  with  Almon  Smith  and 
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Lucius  Wheeler  at  Berkshire  Center,  Vermont. 
He  retired  from  the  firm  in  1840,  and  removed  to 
West  Haven,  Vermont,  where  he  was  in  business 
for  two  years,  subsequently  removing  to  Fairfax, 
where  he  established  himself  in  business,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  until  his  decease.  In  1865 
Mr.  Alfred  retired,  transferring  his  business  to 
his  son,  John  B.  Alfred.  Mr.  Samuel  D.  Alfred 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  procuring  the 
removal  of  the  Newhampton  Institution  from 
Newhampton,  New  Hampshire,  to  Fairfax,  Ver- 
mont. For  many  years  after  its  removal  he  gave 
largely  of  his  means  and  time  to  its  support.  It 
was  one  of  the  leading  schools  of  that  time.  Mr. 
A! ford  gave  all  of  his  children  a  good  and  thor- 
ough education,  and  contributed  liberally  of  his 
wealth  to  enable  them  to  make  a  beginning  in 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  soul  of  hon- 
esty in  all  his  transactions.  Mr.  Alfred,  on  No- 
vember 25,  1832,  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Polly  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield, 
Vermont,  August  22,  1812.  Ten  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  namely :  Samuel  D.,  Jr.,  who 
married  Cerepta  B.  Freeman,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-eight  years ;  l'antelia  Ann,  who  is  still 
living;  Mary  Celinda  L.,  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Fisher;  Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Elbridge  D.  Richard- 
son; Cromwell  B.,  who  married  Jane  Roberts, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years ;  Elizabeth  C, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ;  John  B.,  who 
married  Susan  A.  Bradley ;  Almon  S.,  who  mar- 
ried Lucy  A.  Ives ;  Chauncey  Chapin,  who  mar- 
ried Ann  Chase  Hunt ;  and  Frank  E.  Alford. 

Frank  E.  Alfred,  of  Newport,  Vermont,  is 
the  youngest  of  the  ten  children  of  Samuel  D. 
and  Polly  Alfred,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  born  in 
Fairfax,  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  February 
25-  '853.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town,  and  then  completed 
a  course  in  the  Newhampton  (Fairfax)  Insti- 
tute. During  his  boyhood  he  assisted  his  father 
with  the  duties  of  his  store,  and  later  he  began 
to  read  law  under  the  preceptorship  of  Edson  & 
Rand,  the  leading  attorneys  of  St.  AUkuis. 
When  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
he  entered  Harvard  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  June,  iS-fi.  While  pursuing 
his  studies  in  the  law  school  he  was  admitted 


to  the  bar  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  imme- 
aidtely  after  his  graduation  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  his  native  county  at  St.  Albans.  In 
November  of  the  same  year  he  entered  into  part- 
nership at  Newport  with  Walter  D.  Crane,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Orleans  count),  Vermont, 
and  this  association  was  maintained  for  the  long 
period  of  twenty  years,  only  terminating  with 
the  death  of  his  partner  and  closely  attached 
friend  in  1898,  since  which  time  he  has  practiced 
alone. 

In  1866  Mr.  Alfred  was  elected  state's  attorney 
for  Orleans  county,  and  in  1888  was  re-elected. 
Immediately  following  these  two  terms  of  office, 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Dillingham  to 
the  important  position  of  judge  advocate  general 
of  the  state  of  Vermont,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  he 
was  elected  by  two  succeeding  legislatures,  under 
Governors  Page  and  Fuller,  and  after  serving 
for  six  years  he  declined  a  third  election.  In 
October,  1893,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Fuller  to  the  position  of  judge  of  probate  for  the 
district  of  Orleans,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Judge  O.  H.  Austin.  At  the 
succeeding  election  he  was  returned  to  the  posi- 
tion, and  he  has  been  continuously  re-elected, 
without  opposition  to  the  present  time.  His 
large  personal  practice  is  of  the  most  important 
character,  and  he  continues  to  act  as  counsel 
for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  in 
continuance  of  a  trust  long  before  reposed  in  the 
law  firm  of  Crane  &  Alfred.  He  is  the  possessor 
of  one  of  the  largest  and  choicest  law  libraries 
in  the  state.  Outside  the  literature  of  his  pro- 
fession he  is  an  ardent  book-lover,  and  cherishes 
a  hearty  interest  in  all  that  j>ertains  to  history 
and  belles-lettres.  He  is  a  highly  respected  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Bar  Association,  and  has  served 
upon  its  board  of  managers ;  he  is  also  an  active 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, and  is  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  that 
organization  for  the  state  of  Vermont. 

( >n  June  10.  1S79,  at  Newton,  Massachusetts, 
.Mr.  Alfred  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Louise  Kdcs.  daughter  of  Robert  Ball  and  Pris- 
cilla  R.  Edes.  Mr.  Edcs  was  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Charlestown.  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Al- 
fred ]x»ssessed  great  literary  taste,  and  was  the 
originator  of  the  University  Extension  Course, 
consisting  of  several  branches,  and  she  acted  as 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


its  .secretary  until  lier  death.  l*"rom  this  course 
of  study  the  library  idea  was  formed,  and  the 
members  were  largely  interested  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  library.  Mrs.  Alfred  died 
at  NewjKirt,  Vermont,  July  27,  1899. 

MARK  J.  SARGFANT. 

■. 

Mark  J.  Sargeant,  eldest  son  of  William  15. 
and  Mahala  (Noyes)  Sargeant,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Tunbridge,  Vermont,  March  9,  1838. 
His  educational  advantages  were  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which 
he  pursued  a  course  of  study  at  Strafford  and 
Thcttord,  Vermont,  which  qualified  him  for  the 
position  of  teacher.    In  June.  i86t.  being  then 
twenty -four  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  at  Tun- 
bridge. Vermont,  as  a  private  in  Company  F. 
Captain   Richard   Smith  commanding,  Second 
Regiment  of  V  ermont  Infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Whiting.     The  regiment  was 
forwarded  to  Washington,  D.  C,  then  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run  and  Lee's  Mills;  he  was  on  detached  service 
at  regimental  headquarters  from  1861  to  1865. 
In  this  capacity  Mr.  Sergeant  was  with  the  regi- 
ment during  the  following  battles:    First  Bull 
Run,  Lee's  Mills,  Wilderness,  Golding's  Farm, 
Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp.  Crampton 
Cap,    Antietam.    Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg, 
Mary  s  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Yorktown.  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  Appomattox,  Cold  Harbor. 
Petersburg,  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  Opequan, 
Winchester.  Fisher's  Hill,  Mt.  Jackson,  Cedar 
Creek  and  Petersburg.   In  1802  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  New  York  to  quell  the  riots,  and  they 
served  in  that  city  for  two  months.   Mr.  Sergeant 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  United  States 
service  at  Pirattleboro,  Vermont,  June  20.  1864. 
after  which  he  served  at  headquarters  in  the 
Second  Division  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  as 
purchasing  agent  for  the  staff  of  General  Howe, 
located  at  Petersburg,  Virginia ;  this  was  a  civil 
position  and  he  retained  it  until  the  close  of  tho 
war.  For  the  following  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  hoop  skirts  at  South  Roy- 
alton.  after  which  he  established  a  drug  business 
in  the  same  city,  and  has  conducted  it  with  a 
marked  degree  of  success  ever  since ;  he  has  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  complete  stocks  of  drugs 


and  sundries  to  l>e  found  in  Central  Vermont,  and 
owing  to  the  courteous  manner  in  which  his  cus- 
tomers are  treated  he  receives  a  large  patronage. 

Mr.  Sargeant  has  l>een  active  in  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  circles  since  1868.  having  re- 
cently received  an  appointment  as  aide  with  die 
rank  of  colonel  on  the  staff  of  the  national  com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Hon.  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
has  also  held  the  office  of  department  inspector, 
department  junior  vice  commander  and  now 
commander,  of  Orville  Bixby  Post,  having  served 
in  that  capacity  three  times.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  fifteen  years ;  fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  having  attained  the 
commandery  degrees.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  for  which  he  has  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  secretary  eighteen  years,  Whitney 
Chapter  at  Randolph,  Mt.  /.ion  Commandery,  Mt. 
Sinai  Temple,  and  Fastern  Star. 

Colonel  Sargeant  married  Miss  Maria  Hart- 
well,  of  Tunbridge,  and  their  son,  William  M., 
is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  drug  business 
and  also  holds  the  office  of  postmaster  at  South 
Rovalton;  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Frva  M.  Martin,  of  South  Rovalton,  Vermont. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  in  1874,  Colonel 
Sargeant  married  Miss  Harriet  L.  Pike,  of  North 
field,  and  her  death  occurred  February  4,  1902. 
A  well  merited  success  has  crowned  the  capably 
directed  business  efforts  of  Mark  J.  Sargeant,  and 
his  advancement  financially  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  resources  and  abilty. 

Foster  Sargeant,  grandfather  of  Mark  J.  Sar- 
geant. was  a  son  of  William  Sargeant,  and  his 
birth  occurred  in  New  Hampshire:  subsequently 
he  removed  to  Perkinsville.  Vermont,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  also 
in  making  soda  from  the  ash.  He  served  as  a 
private  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  while  on  his  way  to  Rur- 
lington  to  join  the  forces  for  the  en- 
gagement at  Bennington  he  learned  that  the  bat- 
tle had  already  been  fought.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  P.rown,  of  Perkinsville,  Ver- 
mont, and  their  children  were:  John.  William 
B.,  Martha,  Eldridge.  Benjamin.  Alamanda  and 
Lemuel. 

William  B.  Sargeant,  father  of  Mark  J.  Sar- 
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geant,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  followed 
that  vocation  in  the  town  of  Tunbridge,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  resided  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  militia, 
being  connected  with  a  company  of  mounted 
troops.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but 
later  cast  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
in  his  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Universal- 
is! church.  Mr.  Sargeant  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mahala  Noyes,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Mark  J.,  Martha  J., 
William  Henry,  Albert,  Abbie,  Jennie,  George, 
Jessie,  Foster,  Marcellus  and  Nellie  Sargeant,  all 
living.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 

HON.  DUDLEY  CHASE  DENISON. 

Dudley  Chase  Denison,  actively  associated  for 
many  years  with  the  legal  profession  and  also  with 
the  political  affairs  of  Royalton,  Vermont,  is  n 
descendant  of  Captain  George  Denison,  a  native 
of  England,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1631 
and  settled  first  in  Stomngton,  Connecticut, 
whence  his  descendants  removed  later  to  the  state 
of  Vermont. 

Dr.  Joseph  Adam  Denison,  father  of  Dudley 
C.  Denison,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  where  the 
early  days  of  his  life  were  spent  in  acquiring  a 
practical  common  school  education.  Later  his 
father  moved  to  Hartland,  Vermont,  where  the 
son  remained  until  1797,  when  he  went  to  Bethel 
and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Gallup;  after  pursuing  the  regular  course  of  in- 
struction he  established  an  office  in  that  town 
and  enjoyed  a  large  practice  until  1815,  when  he 
settled  in  Royalton,  and  resided  in  a  house  which 
is  still  standing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation ; 
here  he  had  a  large  practice,  which  extended 
over  a  wide  range  of  country.  Dr.  Denison  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  1802,  to  Miss  Rachel  Chase, 
a  descendant  of  a  family  prominent  in  many 
ways;  one  of  her  brothers  was  the  Right  Rev- 
erend Philander  Chase,  a  resident  of  Ohio,  and 
who  established  and  built  Kenyon  College,  and 
another  was  Hon.  Dudley  Chase,  who  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Vermont,  and  United  States  senator  from 


1825  to  183 1.  Their  children  were :  ( 1 )  Dr.  Joseph 
Adam,  who  practiced  with  his  father  at  Royal- 
ton up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1848 ;  he  mar- 
ried Eliza  Skinner,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Eliza,  the  widow  of 
Judge  Jameson,  an  eminent  lawyer  and  dis- 
tinguished jurist  of  Chicago,  Illinois;  George,  a 
lawyer  of  great  prospect,  who  went  to  Texas 
and  later  became  collector  of  customs  for  New 
Orleans  during  the  Civil  war,  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  Salmon  P.  Chase,  secretary  of  state,  a 
relative  of  his  father,  but  subsequently  returned 
to  Texas,  and  his  death  occurred  at  sea  while  on 
a  trip  home  to  Vermont;  Lucy,  a  teacher,  now 
deceased ;  Eleanor,  who  died  in  childhood ;  Phil- 
ander, who  died  in  infancy ;  Fanny,  who  died  in 
early  youth;  Franklin,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Chi- 
cago; Alice,  who  is  unmarried,  and  reside;  at 
Royalton;  James,  a  teacher  in  the  Deaf  .Mute 
College  at  Washington,  D.  C,  whose  eldest  son 
is  engaged  as  a  correspondent  for  the  New  York 
Sun,  and  accompanied  President  Roosevelt  on 
all  his  trips,  and  whose  second  son  is  Dr.  Ray- 
mond, a  resident  of  Berlin,  New  Hampshire; 
Mrs.  Clara  McClellan,  who  made  her  residence 
in  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  she  is  at  the  present 
time;  and  Charles,  a  celebrated  doctor  of  medi- 
cine, settled  in  Denver,  Colorado,  and  well  known 
throughout  the  entire  country  and  Europe  ;  Susan, 
who  married  Edward  M.  Gallandct,  president  of 
the  Deaf  Mute  College,  of  Washington.  D.  C, 
whose  father  was  the  founder  of  the  deaf  mute 
system  of  teaching  in  the  United  States,  and  one 
of  her  sons  married  Senator  Cockrell's  daughter, 
another  son  is  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  one 
son  is  married  and  is  in  railroad  business  in  the 
west.  (2)  Eunice,  the  second  child  of  Dr.  Jos- 
eph A.  and  Rachel  Denison,  died  in  infancy. 
(3)  Rachel  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Eunice  died  in 
infancy.  (5)  Rev.  George,  an  Episcopal  clergy- 
man, who  officiated  first  at  Lockport,  New  York, 
then  at  Newark,  Ohio,  was  professor  in  Kenyon 
College,  and  finally  rector  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
where  he  died  and  was  buried ;  he  married  Jean- 
ette  Ralston,  and  had  a  large  family,  of  whom 
Henry  H.  is  a  practicing  lawyer  in  St.  Louis, 
Charles,  a  professor  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan, 
Alice  Chase  resides  in  Royalton,  Vermont. 
George  and  several  other  children  who  died 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


357 


young.  (6)  James,  a  graduate  of  Kcnyon,  stud- 
ied law  with  Judge  Collamer  at  Royalton,  Ver- 
mont, and  located  at  Texas,  where  he  practiced 
law  until  his  decease ;  he  married  Mrs.  Forsythe, 
of  Texas,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them. 
(7)  Alice  married  David  W.  Grant,  an  agricul- 
turist of  Bloomington,  Connecticut,  and  their 
children  were  David  D.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  Joseph 
W.,  a  very  wealthy  man  engaged  in  the  oil 
business  at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Alice  Grant,  who  resides  in  Royalton, 
Vermont.  (8)  Rachel  C.  died  unmar- 
ried. (  9^  Dudley  Chase  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Den i son  died  at  Royal- 
ton, at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  December  4, 
1855,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1858  in  her 
eighty-fifth  year. 

Dudley  Chase  Denison,  youngest  son  of  Dr. 
Joseph  A.  and  Rachel  Denison,  was  born  in 
Royalton,  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  September 
13,  1819,  and  his  preliminary  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools  and  Royalton  Acad- 
emy. He  then  pursued  the  full  course  in  the 
University  of  Vermont,  situated  in  Burlington, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated,  stand- 
ing third  in  his  class,  in  1840.  Mr.  Denison  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1845,  and  since  that 
date  has  practiced  continuously  in  the  various 
courts  of  the  state,  and  somewhat  in  the  United 
States  courts.  He  has  remarkable  powers  of  con- 
centration and  application  and  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  law,  which  has  won  for  him  1 
high  position  among  his  professional  brethren. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  always  advocated  its  principles,  and  lias  been 
honored  by  election  to  many  positions,  among 
them  being  state  senator  from  Windsor  county  in 
1853  a"d  1854;  he  represented  Royalton  in  the 
legislature,  serving  on  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  being  active  in  support  of  the 
war  for  the  Union,  during  the  years  i860,  1861 
and  1862;  he  has  served  his  county  as  state's 
attorney,  and  was  United  States  district  attorney 
from  1864  to  1869.  He  was  elected  to  the  forty- 
fourth  Congress  from  the  second  congressional 
district  of  Vermont,  in  1874,  and  two  years  later 
was  re-elected.  Mr.  Denison 's  first  vote  was 
cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison  as  president 
of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  his  ex- 
tensive legal  practice,  Mr.  Denison  has  acted  in 


the  capacity  of  director  of  the  National  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  Montpelier,  Vermont. 

On  December  22,  1846,  Mr.  Denison  married 
Eunice  Dunbar,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them :  ( 1 )  Joseph  Dud- 
ley, born  November  1,  1847,  married  Elizabeth 
A.  Rix,  of  Royalton,  formerly  of  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama ;  they  have  two  children,  Eunice  Dunbar, 
wife  of  John  Spring,  a  lawyer  of  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Katherine  Kendall  Denison.  (2)- 
Catherine  Amanda,  born  March  25,  1850,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Woodard,  of  South 
Royalton,  who  now  conducts  the  South  Royalton 
Hotel ;  they  had  one  son,  Denison  Borodell  Wood- 
ard, a  resident  of  Royalton;  Mrs.  Woodard  died 
June  10,  1889.  (3)  John  Henry,  born  July  5, 
185s,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Roy- 
alton and  the  University  of  Vermont,  later  studied 
law  with  his  father  and  at  Harvard  Law  School, 
and  is  now  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Denver,  Colora- 
do, having  a  large  practice  at  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court ;  on  October  22,  1884,  he  married 
Agnes  Hawley,  of  Chicago,  and  their  children 
were:  Rosamond,  a  student  at  Smith  College, 
Rachel  Chase,  and  a  son,  Dudley  Stanton,  who 
died.  (4)  Gertrude  May,  born  September  22, 
1857,  is  now  managing  her  father's  household. 
(5)  Lucy  Dunbar,  born  January  9,  1867,  is  a 
teacher  of  drawing  and  painting  at  Denver,  Col- 
orado. (6)  Edward,  born  February  3,  i860, 
died  December  6,  i860.  (7)  Elizabeth  died  in 
infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  No- 
vember 2,  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

Although  eighty-three  years  of  age,  Mr.  Deni- 
son retains  his  mental  faculties  to  a  rare  degree. 
Probably  the  memory  of  no  man  in  Windsor 
county  reaches  back  so  far  into  the  early  events 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  well  remembers  the 
visit  of  Lafayette  in  1825,  and  the  ovation  given 
him,  the  procession  which  was  formed,  and  the 
men  who  led  it,  and  the  committee  who  received 
the  distinguished  guests,  all  of  whom  have  long 
since  passed  away.  He  also  remembers  the  early 
agitation  in  favor  of  railroads,  and  the  first  rude- 
ly patterned  model  of  a  locomotive,  and  of  at- 
tending a  lecture  by  a  scientist  of  that  time  who 
prophesied  that  some  of  the  lads  who  heard  him 
would  live  to  see  the  ordinary  vehicles  of  travel 
propelled  by  that  then  seemingly  inefficient 
power.   These  and  many  oUier  events  of  import- 
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ance  which  happened  in  the  early  days,  are  as 
clear  to  the  mind  and  are  related  with  as  much 
accuracy  by  Mr.  Den i son  as  though  only  oc- 
curring a  week  ago. 

THE  MORRIS  FAMILY. 

.   Ephraim  Morris,  Sylvester  Morris  and 
Ei'Hkaim  Morris  (2). 

In  the  autumn  of  1804  Ephraim  Morris,  with 
his  wife,  Pamela  Converse,  and  their  four  chil- 
dren, emigrated  from  Stafford,  Connecticut,  to 
Roxbury,  Vermont.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade, 
but  was  attracted  to  the  newly  opened  lands  in 
Central  Vermont  by  reports  of  their  fertility  for 
raising  wheat — sixty  bushels  to  the  acre.  Two  of 
Pamela  Converse's  uncles,  Israel  and  Josiah,  had 
previously  settled  in  the  neighboring  town  of 
Randolph,  Vermont,  and  the  leading  man  in  Rox- 
bury, Samuel  Richardson,  was  a  family  connec- 
tion, and  had  himself  come  from  Stafford,  Cen- 
necticut.  Ephraim  Morris  was  one  of  the  fifth 
generation  from  Edward  Morris,  of  Roxburv, 
Massachusetts,  who  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  and  Pamela  Con- 
verse belonged  to  the  seventh  in  the  line  from 
Edward  Converse,  of  Wobum,  who  came  to  New 
England  with  \\  inthrop  in  1630.  The  fathers 
of  both  had  fought  in  the  Revolution,  while  Pa- 
mela Converse's  descent  from  Major  James  Con- 
verse of  Storer's  Garrison  fame  renders  her  de- 
scendants eligible  to  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars. 

The  road  which  the  young  couple  traveled  up 
the  Connecticut  and  White  rivers  had  been  trod- 
den by  many  feet  since  the  region  was  first  opened 
to  settlers  at  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian 
wars.  As  iar,  no  doubt,  as  Randolph,  V  ermont, 
they  were  able  to  journey  by  wagon,  their  house- 
hold goods  and  little  ones  stowed  away  after  the 
fashion  of  emigrants,  and  they  themselves  taking 
turns  at  driving  and  walking.  From  Randolph 
they  proceeded  perhaps  on  horseback  or  on  foot, 
and  so  came  to  the  mountain  wilderness  where 
their  destination  was  a  tract  of  timberland  pur- 
chase* I  the  ajuuary  precious  and  situated  on 
Roxbury  East  Hill  near  the  third  branch  of 
White  river.  There  Ephraim  Morris  made  a 
clearing,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  established  his 
family,  and  there  he  remained  eight  years,  until 
181 2,  when  he  removed  to  Bethel,  Vermont, 


twenty  miles  nearer  civilization.  In  Bethel  he 
was  a  tanner  and  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  and 
from  Bethel  he  annually  made  the  trip  to  Dan- 
vers,  Massachusetts,  taking  down  sheep  pelts  and 
returning  with  leather  and  family  supplies.  Like 
all  of  his  family  in  the  generations  before  him 
he  took  a  leading  place  in  community  affairs, 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  builders  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Bethel,  and  kept  open 
house  for  ministers  and  friends.  He  was  a  Fed- 
eralist and  Whig,  of  a  social  nature,  proud  of  his 
family  connections,  which  he  took  pains  to  keep 
in  mind  by  periodical  visits  to  Connecticut,  and 
was  himself  a  much  loved  and  honored  father. 
He  died  in  1852  in  his  eighty-first  year,  having 
survived  his  wife  six  years. 

The  nine  children  of  Ephraim  and  Pamela 
(Converse)  Morris  were:  Sylvester,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1797  :  Amanda,  born  Sqjtember  20, 
1799;  Edward,  born  September  15,  1801  ;  Pamela, 
born  October  6,  1803 — all  in  Stafford,  Connecti- 
cut ;  Jesse  Converse,  born  August  7,  1805  :  Jesse 
Converse,  born  March  7,  1807:  Mary,  bom  No- 
vember 27,  1809;  Joseph,  born  February  4.  18 12, 
all  in  Roxbury;  Julia,  born  March  11.  1814. 
Eliza,  born  December  24,  1816;  Joseph,  born 
February  14,  1817 — all  in  Bethel,  Vermont.  To 
those  of  them  who  reached  maturity  the  parents 
transmitted  strong  minds,  strong  bodies,  length 
of  davs,  business  eapacitv.  and  public  spirit.  Of 
the  sons  onlv  the  two  eldest.  Svlvester  and  Ed- 
ward, lived  and  died  in  Vermont,  of  whom  Syl- 
vester deserves  to  be  remembered  for  the  strength 
of  his  moral  character  and  his  positions  as  an  anti- 
slavery  and  temperance  advocate. 

He  was  born  in  Stafford,  Connecticut.  Sep- 
tember 23,  1797,  and  was  but  seven  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Vermont.  In  the  family's  pio- 
neering experiences  he  was  his  father's  chief  as- 
sistant. He  began  his  education  in  the  log  cabin 
schoolhousc  of  district  No.  1  in  Roxbury,  and  at 
twelve  years  of  age,  under  the  influence  of  some 
itinerant  preacher,  holding  services  in  neighbor- 
hood kitchens  and  barns,  he  became  a  Christian. 
He  wished  to  become  a  minister,  but  was  too 
much  needed  at  home,  and  so  began  life  as  a  tan- 
ner like  his  father  More  him.  On  August  1, 
1822.  he  married  Susanna  Jackson  Weston,  of 
Randolph,  Vermont.  She  was  a  descendant  in 
the  sixth  genration  from  Edmund  Weston,  of 
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Duxhury.  Massachusetts,  and  was  allied  to 
(korge  Sonic  and  John  Howland.  of  Mayflower 
fame.  Her  father.  Abner  Weston,  came  to  Ran- 
dolph in  1786  with  his  bride,  Huldah  Washburn, 
of  another  old  1'lymouth  family,  led  thither  by 
her  desire  to  accompany  her  parents,  who  then 
removed  to  Vermont.  He  had  been  educated  as 
a  lawyer  and  became  Squire  Weston  in  Randolph. 
Susanna  was  the  seventh  child  and  was  twenty 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Syl- 
vester Morris.  She  was  blue-eyed  and  fair, 
deeply  religious,  and  of  a  strongly  aesthetic  and 
intellectual  bent. 

After  his  marriage  Sylvester  Morris  lived  a 
short  time  in  West  Randolph  and  Barnard.  Ver- 
mont, then  in  Strafford  ten  years,  and  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  Norwich.  He  also  hail  business  re- 
lations in  the  neighboring  towns  of  Hano\cr  and 
Hartford.  Beside  his  original  trade  of  tanner, 
he  was  a  small  farmer,  had  a  shoe  shop,  dealt  in 
leather,  and  was  a  general  man  of  affairs,  riding 
the  country  far  and  near,  buiiding,  moving,  trail- 
ing, and  entering  unto  innumerable  details  of 
other  people's  business,  a  man  of  known  honesty 
and  integrity  of  character,  and  with  an  unfortu- 
nate habit  of  signing  notes  with  his  friends. 

Wherever  he  lived  he  and  his  wife  were 
leaders  in  church  affairs,  and  in  Norwich  he  was 
a  deacon  of  the  church  for  thirty-seven  years. 
At  an  early  period  lie  took  a  decided  stand  against 
slavery-  and  for  temperance  reform.  It  became 
part  of  his  religion  to  advocate  the  two  causes. 
"Go  preach,  go  preach,  go  preach  the  gospel !" 
he  used  to  be  heard  saying  to  himself,  and  preach 
he  did  in  season  and  out  of  season,  on  the  street, 
in  the  stores,  in  private  and  in  public.  He  look 
the  Liberator  and  Xational  lira,  wa«  a  member 
of  the  underground  railway,  and  held  public  dis- 
cussions upon  slavery  in  the  church  vestry,  chal- 
lenging anyone  who  would  engage  with  him.  In 
1840  he  voted  for  James  G.  I'irney  when  only 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  votes  were  cast  for 
that  candidate  in  Vermont,  and  but  seven  thou- 
sand in  the  whole  country.  In  the  temperance 
cause  he  suffered  more  personal  inconvenience 
than  as  an  anti-slavery  agitator,  being  brought 
thereby  into  direct  conflict  with  social  leaders  to 
whom  the  old  time  hospitality  was  dear.  The 
students  of  Norwich  I'niversity  >]>oiled  his  gar- 
den, cut  down  his  trees,  sheared  his  horse,  burned 


him  in  effigy,  and  threatened  to  burn  his  house. 
But  he  was  the  kind  of  man  to  thrive  on  persecu- 
tion, and  he  lived  to  see  his  principles  adopted 
both  in  anti-slavery  and  temperance. 

In  his  home  the  strictest  Puritan  ideals  pre- 
vailed. His  wife  and  he  denied  themselves  of 
everything  but  necessities  in  order  to  save  money 
for  missionaries  and  the  poor.  The  Sabbath  was 
kept  with  a  strictness  which  scrupled  at  even  the 
picking  of  a  flower,  and  the  head  of  the  house  had 
all  a  Puritan's  dislike  for  games.  Yet  strict  and 
plain  as  was  their  way  of  life,  a  noble  and  un- 
selfish generosity  was  at  its  heart.  The  children 
were  trained  both  by  precept  and  example  to  be 
God-fearing,  obedient  to  authority,  and  public- 
spirited.  Sylvester  Morris  was  full  of  tenderness 
for  his  little  ones,  and  his  liberality  toward  his 
sons,  when  they  came  to  maturity,  was  one  of 
their  most  precious  inheritances.  He  had  a  long 
old  age.  At  sixty  he  gave  up  active  business,  and 
at  seventy  he  lost  his  wife,  whom  he  mourned 
with  a  |>assionate  and  lasting  grief.  In  his  last 
years  the  more  genial  side  of  his  nature  hail  time 
for  development.  He  was  fond  of  reading,  spent 
his  winters  in  the  city,  and  took  much  pleasure 
in  his  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
His  personal  needs  were  attended  to  by  a  faith- 
ful daughter,  to  whom  in  the  end  he  rendered 
a  most  loving  and  touching  obedience.  Hi  died 
in  SeptemlK-r,  1886.  ten  days  before  his  eighty- 
ninth  birthday. 

The  children  of  Sylvester  and  Susanna  (Wes- 
ton) Morris  were:  Huldah  Weston,  born  April 
20.  1823.  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  died  October 
11,  1849.  at  Norwich.  Vermont;  Susan  Jackson, 
born  July  23,  1825,  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  mar- 
ried K.  15.  Kellogg,  and  died  Novemlxr  4.  njoo. 
at  Hanover,  New  Hampshire ;  Joseph,  bom  May 
24,  1827,  at  Barnard.  Vermont,  died  March  4, 
1833.  at  Strafford,  Vermont;  Edward  Weston, 
born  December  5,  1820.  at  Strafford,  Vermont, 
married  M.  L.  Fry.  of  Troy.  New  York; 
Ephraim.  born  May  11.  1832,  at  Strafford,  mar- 
ried A.  M.  Nickerson.  of  South  Dennis.  Massa- 
chusetts, died  August  29.  1901  ;  Lucy  Pamela, 
born  February  5.  1835.  at  Strafford,  died  May 
27.  1870.  at  Norwich,  Vermont :  Joseph  Sylves- 
ter, born  April  23.  1838.  at  Norwich,  Vermont, 
died  October  17,  1839.  at  Norwich;  George  Syl- 
vester, born  November  15,  1840.  at  Norwich.  Ver- 
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mont,  married  Victoria  Celle,  died  March  23, 
1887.  Those  of  these  children  who  reached  ma- 
turity followed  a  blue-eyed,  nervous,  energetic 
type,  some  of  them  scholars,  others  of  marked  ex- 
ecutive ability,  and  all  touched  with  their  moth- 
er's sensibility  of  temperament. 

Of  Ephraim,  the  fifth  of  the  group,  it  is  fitting 
to  speak  here.  Prom  childhood  he  showed  marked 
talents  for  business,  even  in  his  boyhood  being  a 
great  worker,  careful  of  money,  deserving  of 
trust,  and  altogether  a  boy  after  his  father's 
heart.  He  was  educated  at  Thetford  Academy 
and  Norwich  University,  where  he  was  a  studem 
for  perhaps  two  years.  At  eighteen  he  went  to 
Boston  with  the  determination  of  becoming  a 
Boston  leather  merchant.  As  a  clerk  in  the 
house  of  B.  P.  Spaulding  &  Company,  Pearl 
street,  wholesale  dealers  in  leather,  he  saved 
money  and  earned  advancement.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Park  Street  church  and  of  the  Young 
Men's  Mercantile  Library,  and  had  only  to  keep 
on  as  he  had  begun  in  order  to  reach  the  goal 
he  had  set  before  himself.  His  plan  of  life  was 
altered  by  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  under  which 
he  had  a  situation,  and  by  his  father's  ill  health 
and  excessive  business  anxieties.  These  led  him 
back  to  Vermont  in  the  winter  of  1854,  when  he 
was  in  his  twenty-second  year,  and  to  the  occu- 
pation in  which  he  was  to  spend  most  of  his 
life,  namely,  the  development  of  the  water  priv- 
ilege owned  by  his  father  at  Hartford,  Vermont. 
Sylvester  Morris  had  bought  in  1849  the  grist 
mill  and  its  accompanying  water  power  on  the 
north  side  of  White  river,  and  in  1853  had  added 
thereto  the  burned-out  Lyman  cotton  mill  with 
its  water  right  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
On  the  arrival  of  his  son  he  threw  all  his  cares 
upon  him,  and  a  year  later,  when  an  elder  son, 
Edward  Weston  Morris,  became  associated  in 
the  business,  he  withdrew  entirely  from  active 
business  life. 

The  firm  of  E.  W.  and  E.  Morris  at  first 
ground  plaster,  which  was  brought  from  Nova 
Scotia  via  Salem,  and  sold  for  fertilizing  pur- 
poses. They  soon  added  machinery,  by  which 
they  got  out  their  stock  and  presently  manufac- 
tured chairs,  which  were  sold  mostly  to  the  South 
American  trade.  This  they  continued  with  profit 
until  1874,  when,  owing  to  die  increasing  diffi- 
culty of  getting  suitable  lnml>er,  the  business 


ceased  to  be  lucrative.  Ephraim  Morris  then 
became  a  stockholder  and  the  business  manager 
of  the  Ottaquechee  Woolen  Company  at  North 
Hartland,  Vermont,  to  the  building  up  of  which 
enterprise  he  gave  the  best  energies  of  his  life. 
He  added  to  it  in  1886  an  interest  in  and  the 
genral  oversight  of  a  woolen  mill  at  Hartford, 
Vermont,  built  on  the  site  of  the  chair  factory 
and  old  Lyman  cotton  mill.  His  position  was 
that  of  the  man  or  men  in  any  manufacturing 
town  on  whom  the  use  of  the  chief  natural  re- 
source of  the  locality  depends,  a  position  whose 
difficulties  are  rarely  comprehended,  and  whose 
price  is  always  somebody's  best  energy  and  vital 
force.  To  his  business  status  in  Hartford  he 
added  an  interest  in  the  moral  and  religious 
uplifting  of  the  town  which  bespoke  his  descent. 
He  had  no  taste  for  politics,  and  with  one  ex- 
ception held  no  public  office  which  did  not  di- 
rectly concern  the  interests  of  law  and  order.  As 
grand  juror  he  for  many  years  kept  his  imme- 
diate vicinity  clear  of  liquor-sellers,  poolrooms, 
and  places  of  low  resort.  In  church  affairs  he 
was  long  prominent,  and  always  gave  liberally 
for  church  purposes.  The  thing  he  cared  most 
for  in  the  community  was  a  public  library, 
which  he  built  and  endowed,  and  for  the  success 
and  right  use  of  which  he  gave  also  much  per- 
sonal labor  and  attention.  His  high  ideal  for 
community  life  was  but  the  reflex  of  the  zeal 
he  manifested  for  his  own  self-improvement.  By 
nature  he  was  fond  of  flowers,  of  children,  and 
of  music.  He  bought  many  books,  liked  pic- 
tures, and  took  much  pleasure  in  adorning  his 
home.  His  business  took  him  regularly  to  Bos- 
ton and  New  York,  and  with  his  earliest  pros- 
perity he  traveled  periodically  for  pleasure.  He 
went  to  California  almost  as  soon  as  the  Union 
Pacific  could  take  him,  and  he  crossed  the  ocean 
three  times,  his  last  trip  being  to  Egypt  and 
Palestine.  Of  his  travels  and  the  people  he  met 
in  traveling  he  always  enjoyed  talking,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  journeys  he  made  many  of  the 
most  valued  friendships  of  his  life.  On  his 
oriental  journey  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Andrew  Carnegie,  whom  he  greatly  liked  and 
always  admired.  In  1896  he  represented  the  town 
in  the  legislature.  He  was  a  director  and  for 
some  years  vice  president  of  the  National  Rank 
at  White  River  Junction,  a  member  of  the  Ver- 
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mont  Historical  Society,  and  in  1897  received 
the  honorary  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
Master  of  Arts  from  Norwich  University. 

In  his  young  manhood,  six  months  after  he 
was  settled  in  business  at  Hartford,  he  married 
Almira  Miller  Nickerson,  of  South  Dennis,  Mass- 
achusetts, who  by  both  her  father  and  mother 
(her  mother  was  a  Chase  J  was  descended  from 
first  settlers  of  Barnstable  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were  two  daughters,  to  whom  it  was  his 
great  pleasure  to  give  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion and  travel.  Through  them  he  was  mterested 
in  Smith  College,  at  Northampton,  Massachu- 
setts, where  one  of  the  college  houses  bears  his 
name.  He  was  happy  in  his  home,  and  by  the 
marriages  of  his  daughters  was  assured  of  the 
continuance  of  the  business  enterprises  which  he 
had  built  up.  In  temperament  he  was  nervous, 
and  all  his  life  had  a  delicate  throat  and  suffered 
from  dyspepsia.  At  sixty  began  the  nervous  de- 
cline which  ended  his  life.  He  died  August  29, 
190 1,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  The  children  of 
Ephraim  and  Almira  (Nickerson)  Morris  were 
Kate  Eugenia,  born  September  19,  1857,  married 
Charles  Morris  Cone,  February  16,  1884;  Annie 
Louise,  born  March  1,  1871,  marriod  Roland  E. 
Stevens,  November  7,  1900.  The  children  of 
Charles  Morris  and  Kate  (Morris)  Cone  were: 
Margaret  Morris,  born  December  16,  1889,  died 
January  3,  1900;  Morris  Huntington,  born  De- 
cember 1,  1900;  and  Alice  Weston,  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1902. 

THE  CONE  FAMILY  IN  VERMONT. 

The  first  Cone  in  Vermont  was  Samuel,  born 
in  1730,  in  Haddam,  Connecticut,  died  April 
22,  1802,  at  Westminster,  Vermont.  He  was  u 
son  of  Caleb,  whose  father  Caleb  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Daniel,  of  Haddam,  Connecticut,  the  first  of 
the  name  in  this  country.  Samuel  settled  in 
Westminster,  Vermont,  before  1770.  His  wife. 
Mehitablc,  bom  in  1737,  died  in  1799.  Tne.v  ,1a(l 
eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  be  married. 
The  sons  were : 

Lemuel,  born  in  1755,  married,  first,  Susanna 
Norton,  and,  second,  Dolly  Parker.  He  had  sev- 
eral children,  one  of  whom,  Andrew  Gaylord. 
born  in  1785,  had  a  son  Andrew,  who  was  a  con- 
sul in  Brazil  under  Grant  and  Hayes.  From  1796 


to  1800  Lemuel  appears  as  a  merchant  and  land- 
owner in  Hartford,  Vermont.  In  1800  he  re- 
moved to  Kingston,  now  Granville,  Vermont, 
where  he  held  the  offices  of  selectman  and  lister 
continuously  until  his  removal  in  1806-1808  to 
Marcellus,  Onondaga  county,  New  York.  As  late 
as  March,  1816,  he  was  living  in  Caledonia,  Gen- 
esee county,  New  York.  He  died  in  Batavia,  New 
York,  in  1824.  The  names  of  Lucretia  Cone  (of 
Fort  Ann,  Washington  county,  New  York)  and 
Oliver  Cone,  at  one  time  a  resident  of  Kingston, 
appear  upon  the  Kingston  records  in  1816. 

Joshua,  born  in  1764,  married  Mary  Wright. 
Their  children  were  Joshua,  Jeremiah  Whipple, 
Jason,  Mary,  Adelaide,  Samuel  and  Lucius. 

Samuel,  born  in  1765,  married  a  Burgess,  and 
died  October  12,  1798,  at  Hartford,  Vermont. 
One  child,  Patience,  was  born  to  them.  He  was 
a  merchant  at  "the  Point"  at  Hartford  and  owned 
a  sawmill  at  Centcrville  in  the  same  town.  He 
is  buried  in  the  White  River  Junction  cemetery. 

John,  born  April  2,  1770,  married  Rebecca 
Sage,  a  sister  of  Rev.  Sylvester  Sage,  of  West- 
minster. He  appears  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  in 
1799.  as  surety  for  the  firms  of  Lemuel  Cone  & 
Company  or  Samuel  Cone  &  Company  of  that 
place.  He  lived  in  Woodstock,  Vermont,  in  1808, 
removed  to  New  York  state  in  1812,  and  died 
at  Clarendon,  Orleans  county.  New  York,  in 
1831.  He  had  one  son.  Erastus,  born  March  23, 
1798,  who  married  Nancy  Thomas,  of  Wood- 
stock, born  December  i!,  1801.  They  lived  in 
Michigan. 

Ezra  T.,  born  in  1773,  married  Rhoda  Lin- 
coln, and  died  February  22,  1852.  They  had 
three  daughters  and  a  son,  Tyler  L.,  who  died 
May  14.  1835,  aged  twenty-six  years. 

Of  the  descendants  of  Samuel  and  Mehitable 
Cone  none  of  the  name  seem  to  be  now  living 
in  Vermont.  In  1786  a  cousin  of  Samuel. 
Thomas,  son  of  Daniel,  son  of  Caleb,  son  of 
Daniel,  first,  came  to  Westminster  from  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts,  and  in  1796  William. 
brother  of  Thomas,  came  to  Westminster  from 
Wheatley,  Massachusetts. 

William  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He 
removed  to  Woodstock,  Vermont,  in  t8ii.  re- 
ceived a  pension  in  1818.  was  a  private  in  the 
Woodstock  Artillery  in  1831  and  died  in  1834. 
He  had  a  son,  William  Meigs,  l>orn  in  1778.  at 
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Middletown.  Connecticut ;  a  son  Epps  who  lived 
at  Saxton's  River.  Dummerston  and  Putney,  Ver- 
mont ;  and  a  son  Robert,  born  in  I  "86.  died  in 
1871,  with  whom  he  lived  in  Woodstock.  In 
Dana's  "History  of  Woodstock"  Wm.i.iam  Cone 
is  spoken  of  as  "a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  too 
fond  of  ancient  spirits  for  his  own  good."  In 
Woodstock  Robert  Cone  lived  at  F.nglish  Mills, 
where  he  was  a  shoemaker  and  farmer.  Dana 
describes  him  as  a  man  of  singular  evenness  of 
temper,  who  showed  careful  judgment  in  all 
things  and  made  it  a  matter  of  conscience  never 
to  stay  away  from  freemen's  meeting.  He  lost 
five  children  in  the  vears  1841-1843.  and  left  no 
sons  to  perpetuate  the  name.  It  is  from  Thomas 
Cone  of  Westminster  that  the  Cones  now  living 
in  V  ermont  are  descended. 

Thomas  Cone  (son  of  Daniel,  son  of  Caleb, 
of  East  Haddam,  Conecticut)  was  born  in  Had- 
dam,  Connecticut,  February  2.  1703,  and  baptized 
in  Middletown,  Conecticut,  February  8.  1703.  He 
was  a  tailor  by  trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  went  to  Northampton.  Massachusetts,  where 
he  found  work,  stayed  two  years,  and  married 
Mehitablc  Lyman,  March  13.  178(1.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Lyman  of  North- 
ampton, and  was  born  in  1 7<>4-  They  made  their 
wedfling  journey  on  horseback  up  Connecticut 
river,  stopping  at  Westminster,  where  they  set- 
tled permanently.  A  grandaughter,  still  living, 
describes  Thomas  Cone  as  follows:  "His  com- 
plexion was  florid;  he  was  lively  and  talkative 
and  quite  agile  for  a  man  of  seventy-one  years." 
Another  granddaughter  rememliered  this  story  of 
him:  Chi  one  occasion  when  the  minister 
preached  on  infant  damnation.  Thomas  Cone  lis- 
tened quietly  until  the  preacher  said.  "Hell  is 
lined  with  infants'  skulls."  when  he  marched  out 
of  the  church  stamping  with  his  cane  at  each  step. 
He  lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety-one  years, 
dying  in  Westminster.  April  12,  1854:  his  wife, 
Mehitablc  Lyman,  died  October  11.  1827.  The 
children  of  Thomas  and  Mehitablc  Lyman  Cone 
were:  Thomas,  born  May  5,  17S7,  married 
Olive  Lane,  died  January  22.  1858.  in  New 
Hampshire:  Robert,  horn  November  27.  1788. 
married  Fanny  Royce.  died  December  30.  1814. 
at  Westminster;  Morns,  bom  October  <>.  1790. 
married  Lydia  Farrington.  died  May  29.  184ft.  at 
Hartford,  Vermont :  Laura,  born  March  13.  1703, 
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married,  first.  Cyrus  Jones,  second,  James  Swin- 
ton.  died  February  13,  1879:  Theodore,  born 
October  11,  179s,  married  Eliza  Woolcy.  died 
August  25,  1852,  in  Illinois;  John,  born  OctoUr 
7,  1797,  married  Luncinda  Rand,  died  June  2. 
1879.  in  Illinois;  James,  also  born  October  7. 
•797 »  married  Catherine  Cuyler,  died  October 
24,  1861 .  in  Westminster;  Stephen,  born  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1800,  married  Sally  Pratt,  died  Novem- 
ber 1,  1885,  in  Illinois;  Charles,  born  March  4. 
1802.  married  Martha  Dean,  died  November  7. 
1876,  in  Illinois;  Eliza,  born  December  13,  1805. 
married  Lyman  Haywood,  died  in  1848.  Of 
this  family  two,  Thomas  and  Morris,  have  de- 
scendants of  the  name  of  Cone  still  living  in  Ver- 
mont. The  children  of  Thomas  Cone  and  Olive 
Lane  were  twelve  in  number,  ten  of  whom  were 
living  in  1899.  Of  the  sons,  H.  S.  Cone,  eighty- 
five  years  of  age,  is  now  (1903)  living  in  As- 
cutneyville,  Vermont.  He  has  one  grandson*  liv- 
ing, Volney  E.  H.  Cone,  whose  home  is  in  As- 
cutneyville.  Another  son  of  Thomas  Cone,  Ly- 
man II.  Cone,  aged  seventy-four,  lives  in  Wind- 
sor. Vermont,  and  has  a  son,  Frank  L..  and  a 
grandson,  Raymond  H..  who  live  in  Windsor. 

Morris  Cone,  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Me- 
hitable  (Lyman)  Cone,  was  born  October  6, 
1790,  and  married,  October  12.  1812,  Lydia  Far- 
rington. born  April  5,  1786.  a  daughter  of  Elijah 
and  Elizabeth  Farrington.  of  Athens,  the  town 
next  west  of  Westminster.  He  was  a  tailor,  and 
at  the  solicitation  of  George  E.  Wales,  of  West- 
minster, settled  in  Hartford.  Vermont,  where 
Mr.  Wales  established  himself  as  a  lawyer  in 
1813.  Morris  Cone  is  remembered  as  of  middle 
size,  thick-set  and  of  light  complexion.  He  was 
a  man  of  -wit,  and  was  the  life-long  friend  of 
Judge  Wales.  He  was  a  Mason,  but  had  no 
church  connections.  He  died  March  31.  1846. 
eight  years  before  his  father  and  nineteen  years 
before  his  wife.  She  lived  to  be  seventy-nine 
years  of  age,  was  of  a  nervous  temperament,  had 
black  eyes  and  hair,  and  was  tall  and  thin.  Their 
children  were:  Lucy,  born  December  17.  1813, 
died  December  26,  1813:  Warren  L..  born  April 
7,  18 1 5.  married  Emily  Clement,  died  Octolwr 
5.  1867.  at  North  Randolph ;  Harriet,  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1817.  married  Luther  Pease,  died  March 
1,  1888,  in  Hartford  :  Mark  R.,  born  March  31, 
1819.  married  Harriet  Davis,  died  July  18,  1885, 
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in  Hartford;  Luke,  born  May  23,  1821,  died  De- 
cember 26,  1821 ;  Achsah,  born  October  31,  1822, 
married  Jasper  Hazen,  died  March  11.  1888,  at 
Woodstock  ;  John,  born  January  26,  t826,  died 
October  8,  1891,  at  Woodstock;  George  E.,  born 
May  22,  1829,  married  Lucinda  Hadlock,  died 
March  18,  1895,  at  Hartford.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Warren,  all  the  members  of  the  family 
had  the  black  eyes  and  hair  of  their  mother,  but 
in  temperament  for  the  most  part  resembled  their 
father.  Achsah  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  The  sons  had  no  church  connec- 
tions and  held  no  public  offices.  Mark,  John  and 
George  were  Masons.  All  were  honest  and  hard- 
working, temperate  and  prudent,  and  with  a  de- 
cided vein  of  humor.  Mark  and  John  accumu- 
lated considerable  fortunes.  Warren  had  three 
sons,  Frank  C,  Albert  M.  ami  Warren  J.,  who 
followed  his  business,  that  of  tanner,  at  North 
Randolph,  but  who  are  without  sons  to  perpetuate 
the  name. 

Mark  Richards  Cone  married  Harriet  Davis, 
of  North  Randolph,  Vermont,  July  29,  1850.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Davis  ami  Sarah  Hunt- 
ington, whose  brother,  Arunah  Huntington,  of 
Roxbury,  Vermont,  and  Brentford,  Canada,  en- 
dowed the  Vermont  schools  with  his  fortune. 
They  had  one  son.  Charles  Morris,  born  August 
30.  1854,  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 
1875,  studied  at  Johns  Hopkins  University.  1870- 
80,  and  in  Heidelberg,  in  1881.  He  is  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  the  Hartford  Woolen 
Company  at  Hartford,  Vermont,  ami  a  director 
in  the  Ottac|iiechee  Woolen  Company  at  North 
Hartland,  Vermont.  He  married,  February  10, 
1884.  Kate  E.  Morris  of  Hartford.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  Margaret  Morris,  born  Dccemlx*r  16, 
1889,  died  January  13.  1900:  Morris  Huntington, 
born  December  1.  1890:  and  Alice  Weston,  born 
December  12,  1892. 

CAPTAIN  MOSES  J.  LEACH. 

Captain  Moses  J.  Leach,  an  old  and  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Wolcott.  Vermont,  and  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  is  a  representative  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  which  traces  its  lineage  to  one 
famous  in  English  history,  and  to  another  who 
was  of  that  Puritan  stock  which  is  the  glory 
of  New  England.    An  ancient  ancestor,  John 
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Leach,  was  a  surgeon  of  Edward  III.  Upon  one 
occasion,  when  the  kings  of  France  and  Scotland 
were  held  as  prisoners  of  King  Edward,  that  mon- 
arch and  his  two  illustrious  captives  dined  at 
the  house  of  Surgeon  Leach.  As  a  token  of  the 
incident,  King  Edward  gave  to  the  host  three 
crowns  (the  largest  gold  coin  of  the  day),  and 
he  afterwards  made  him  a  grant  of  a  large  tract 
of  land  and  gave  him  authority  to  bear  three 
crowns  upon  the  coat-of-arms  of  his  family. 

The  American  branch  of  the  family  was 
planted  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  m  1O89,  by 
Lawrence  Leach.  His  great-grandson,  Josiah, 
was  the  father  of  twin  sons.  Josiah  and  Jacob. 
The  children  of  Josiah  were  Josiah,  who  settled 
at  Elmore,  Vermont ;  Isaac,  Zephaniah.  Shubiah 
and  Azariah.  The  two  named  Josiah.  father  and 
son,  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars. 

A  son  of  Jacob,  Sylvanus,  was  orphaned  when 
a  child,  in  Sturbridge,  Massachusetts.  He  came 
to  Craftsburv,  Vermont,  when*  he  died,  April 
12,  1812.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
lived  for  some  years  in  Johnson,  Vermont.  Jan- 
uary 13,  1795.  he  married  Jemima  Johnson,  who 
died  January  4,  1828.  Their  children  were: 
Lucinda,  born  February  13,  1798,  died  Decem- 
ber 23,  1804.  Harriet,  born  April  12.  1800,  died 
January  14.  1825,  married,  April  10.  1823, 
Charles  L.  Child,  born  December  5.  1800.  a  far- 
mer, and  they  made  their  home  in  Craftsburv  ; 
Malinda.  born  January  30,  1802,  died  August  7, 
1879,  married  the  widower  of  her  sister  Harriet ; 
Mehala,  born  April  29,  1804.  became  the  wife  of 
William  Gerald  ;  Elbridge  Gerry.  l»orn  January 
25,  1806;  Ervin,  born  March  5,  1808;  Anna  Lu- 
cinda, born  June  19,  181 1. 

Ervin  Leach,  of  the  family  last  named,  was 
born  in  Craftsburv,  where  he  received  a  common 
school  education.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived 
a  successful  and  useful  life,  residing  at  Wol- 
cott from  1847  unt'l  h's  death.  He  served  in  a 
rifle  company  of  the  state  militia:  he  was  a  Re- 
publican in  ]>olitics.  He  married  Mary  Ann, 
daughter  of  Elijah  and  Mary  Ann  Scott.  Elijah 
Scott  was /a  descendant  of  Benjamin  Scott,  who 
was  born  in  1724.  and  lived  in  Sturbridge.  Massa- 
chusetts, until  1777,  when  he  removed  to  Fitz- 
william.  New  Hampshire.  His  name  appears 
on  the  tax  roll  until  1806.  He  died  October  27, 
1809,  and  is  probably  buried  in  Sturbridge.  He 
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was  twice  married,  first  to  Lydia  Thompson,  and 
next  to  Azuba  Cheeny ;  the  first  named  bore  him 
four  children,  and  the  second  seven.  Barakiah, 
his  eldest  child  by  his  first  marriage,  was  born 
December  30, 175 1.  He  married  Alice  Shumway, 
of  Sturbridge,  where  he  lived  until  1777,  when 
he  removed  10  Fitzwilliani,  New  Hampshire,  and 
there  died,  December  8,  1810;  his  grave  is  un- 
marked, but  is  next  to  that  of  Amasa  Scott. 
His  widow  removed  to  Craftsbury,  where  she 
died  in  1816.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  all  born  in  Fitzwilliam.  Their  eldest 
son,  Elijah,  was  born  April  21,  1781.  In  1810 
he  removed  to  Craftsbury,  Vermont,  where  he 
died  October  11,  1840.  He  married,  July  25, 
1805,  Mindwell  Brigham,  born  April  n,  1785, 
and  died  May  17,  1863.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mary  Ann,  the  fourth 
child  and  eldest  daughter,  was  the  mother  of 
Captain  Moses  J.  Leach. 

The  children  born  to  Ervin  and  Mary  Ann 
(Scott)  Leach  were:  (1)  Harriet,  born  August 
16,  1835,  died  April  22,  1892;  she  married  James 
L.  Bullock,  a  prosperous  farmer  at  Wolcott; 
their  daughter,  Ann  R.,  married  Joel  R.  Parker, 
of  Morrisville.  (2)  Moses  J.,  further  written  of 
below.  (3)  Mindwell,  born  September  22,  1839, 
died  February  11,  1858,  unmarried.  (4)  Caro- 
line, born  October  20,  1842;  she  married  Major 
S.  Rollins,  of  Craftsbury,  a  farmer,  now  retired ; 
he  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Third  Regi- 
ment. Vermont  Volunteers,  and  yet  carries  in 
his  body  a  rifle  ball  received  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  5,  1864.  (5)  Almon,  born 
September  18,  1844. 

Moses  J.  Leach,  of  the  family  last  named,  was 
born  in  Craftsbury,  December  22,  1837.  anc^  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  town 
and  Wolcott,  and  in  the  People's  Academy  at 
Morrisville.  lie  remained  with  his  father  for 
a  year  after  coming  of  age,  in  order  to  reim- 
burse the  latter  for  the  money  expended  in  his 
academical  training.  He  then  went  to  Massa- 
chusetts and  obtained  employment  in  a  sawmill. 
He  was  thus  occupied  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when  he  returned  to  Wolcott.  where,  on 
August  16.  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany E.  Thirteenth  Regiment.  Vermont  Volun- 
teers, Colonel  Francis  V.  Randall,  and  was  made 
corporal  when  the  regiment  was  mustered  into 


the  service  of  the  United  States  at  Bennington. 
His  regiment  was  sent  to  the  defense  of  the  na- 
tional capital,  and  was  put  into  the  works  on 
Capitol  Hill,  but  soon  afterwards  crossed  the 
Potomac,  and  participated  in  the  first  action 
at  Fairfax  Court  House,  repulsing  a  raid  by  the 
rebel  General  Stuart.  In  the  terrible  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  lasting  three  days,  his  regiment,  a 
portion  of  General  Stannard's  brigade,  occupied 
a  position  on  the  left  center  of  the  Union  line  and 
were  General  Hancock's  front,  and  bore  a  brilliant 
share  in  the  repulse  of  General  Pickett's  celebrat- 
ed charge,  although  their  term  of  enlistment 
had  previously  expired  and  they  cotdd  not  have 
been  compelled  to  engage.  In  this  battle,  every 
man  from  Wolcott  in  this  company,  excepting 
himself,  was  killed,  and  the  regiment  lost  one- 
fifth  of  its  number,  killed  and  wounded.  The 
term  of  service  of  his  regiment  was  nine  months, 
but  the  exigencies  of  the  campaign  required  that 
it  be  held  longer,  and  he  was  not  mustered  out 
until  July  23,  1863,  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
command  that  its  splendid  behavior  at  Gettys- 
burg, the  turning  point  of  the  Rebellion,  was 
performed  after  its  term  of  enlistment  had  ex- 
pired, and  when  its  service  could  not  be  expected 
except  under  the  promptings  of  pure  patriotism. 

On  returning  home,  Captain  Leach  at  once 
established  himself  upon  a  farm  and  afterwards 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  village,  where  he 
built  the  first  drug  store  in  the  place.  His  prop- 
erty now  includes  the  farm,  which  he  has  de- 
voted to  stock-breeding  purposes.  His  specialty 
is  Holstcin  cattle,  and  his  product  commands  the 
highest  prices  in  the  best  markets.  His  present 
herd  numbers  thirty-seven,  headed  by  the  cele- 
brated thorough-bred  Holstcin  bull,  King  Sol- 
dene  Clothilde  II.  His  exhibits  at  the  various 
fairs  attract  marked  attention,  and  in  1892  re- 
ceived eleven  premiums  at  the  Lamoille  County 
Agricultural  Fair.  Captain  Leach  has,  during 
all  the  years  since  his  return  to  civil  pursuits, 
borne  a  useful  and  prominent  part  in  the  conduct 
of  public  affairs.  He  has  occupied  various  local 
offices,  and  has  served  as  town  clerk  continuously 
from  1872.  He  was  appointed-  postmaster  by 
President  Harrison,  and  has  since  served  in  the 
same  position  under  the  administrations  of  Presi- 
dents McKinley  and  Roosevelt.  His  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
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he  has  been  an  earnest  exponent  of  Republican 
principles  from  that  day  to  the  present,-  and  has 
repeatedly  sat  in  the  local,  county  and  state  con- 
ventions of  his  party. 

In  1865  Captain  Leach  performed  a  patriotic 
service  of  real  value.  When  the  state  militia  of 
Vermont  was  organized  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontier  against  a  direatened  invasion  from  Can- 
ada, he  aided  in  recruiting  a  company  which 
mustered  into  service  as  Company  D,  Fourth 
Regiment,  First  Brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Carlos  B.  Wilson.  Captain  Leach  suc- 
ceeded W.  H.  H.  Kentield  in  the  captaincy  of  the 
company,  which  he  commanded  until  the  emer- 
gency was  passed,  and  the  militia  was  disbanded. 

Captain  Leach  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  General  George 
P.  Foster  Post  No.  55,  and  has  held  numerous 
high  positions  in  that  organization.  He  has 
served  upon  the  staff  of  the  department  com- 
mander in  the  capacity  of  assistant  inspector,  and 
upon  the  council  of  administration,  and  was  also 
an  aide-de-camp  with  the  rank  of  colonel  upon 
the  staff  of  General  John  S.  Kountz,  a  former 
commander  in  chief  of  the  order.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Fifteenth  Vermont  Regimental 
organization.  He  is  affiliated  with  Mineral 
Lodge  No.  93,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  with  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Captain 
Leach  was  marired  March  16,  1864,  to  Miss 
Ellen  B.,  daughter  of  Moody  and  Milicent  (Moul- 
ton)  Parker,  of  Wolcott. 

ROLLA  MINER  CHASE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Rolla  M.  Chase,  of  Bethel,  Vermont,  who 
for  many  years  past  has  performed  eminently 
useful  service  in  various  departments  of  his  pro- 
fessions, particularly  in  the  field  of  dental  sur- 
gery, is  a  descendant  of  Moses  Chase,  who  was 
born  in  Sutton,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years,  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Williamstown,  Vermont,  and  finally 
settled  in  Rochester,  Vermont,  where  his  death 
occurred.  He  was  the  father  of  two  children, 
Simion  and  Abner  Chase. 

Abner  Chase,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Chase,  was 
married  twice,  his  first  wife  having  been  Susan 
Slade,  a  daughter  of  John  Slade,  of  Brookfield. 
Vermont,  and  their  children  were :  Lavinia,  who 


married  Oliver  Smith,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
Rochester ;  Joel,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Joel 
(second),  who  also  died  in  infancy.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Hannah  Slade,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  who  bore  him  four  children:  Mary, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Hiram  Thurston,  and 
died  at  Palatine,  Illinois ;  Moses,  Fanny,  wife  of 
Lester  Gay,  and  now  a  resident  of  Oregon ;  and 
Lyman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

Moses  Chase,  eldest  son  of  Abner  and  Han- 
nah Chase,  and  father  of  Dr.  Chase,  was  born  in 
Rochester,  Vermont,  April  30,  1821.  He  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years  in  Pomfret  and  Roy- 
alton,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner;  in  1857  he  purchased  a  farm  two 
miles  from  Bethel,  which  he  cultivated  and  oper- 
ated for  many  years.  On  November  15,  1846, 
Mr.  Chase  married  Rosina  Hill,  who  was  born 
in  Sharon,  Vermont,  April  4,  1823,  a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Scales)  Hill;  the  cere- 
mony was  performed  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts, 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  A.  Miner.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  this  union :  Moses 
Roscoe,  born  at  Pomfret,  Vermont,  May  10, 
1849;  he  married  Eva  Graves,  of  Ludlow,  Ver- 
mont, and  their  child,  Hervey,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1884;  Moses  is  now  a  practicing  dentist 
at  Ludlow,  Vermont.  Flora  Rosina,  born  July 
17,  1850,  married  Wallace  Keyes,  of  Palatine, 
Illinois,  and  they  resided  in  Riverdale,  Nebraska, 
and  their  children  are:  Jessie  F.,  born  in  Febru- 
ary. 1875;  Alice  Nellie,  born  October  16,  1883, 
died  January  31,  1884;  and  Nathan  Moses,  born 
April  22,  1895.  Fanny,  born  October  25,  185 1, 
wife  of  Henry  C.  Dunham,  of  Pueblo,  Colorado, 
and  their  children  were  Leon  C,  born  at  Bethel, 
Vermont,  June  17,  1886,  died  in  December,  1902; 
and  Rolla  West,  born  March  31,  1888,  died  July 
7,  1890.  Moses,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  died  in  Riverdale,  Nebraska,  April  16, 
1894,  whither  he  had  removed  in  October,  1893. 

Rolla  Miner  Chase,  youngest  child  of  Moses 
and  Rosina  Chase,  was  born  at  South  Royalton, 
Vermont,  September  4,  1854,  and  his  literary 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Bethel.  When  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  studied  dentistry  with  Dr.  F.  M.  Cilley, 
of  Bethel,  for  two  years ;  in  1874  he  entered  the 
Boston  Dental  College,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  two  years  later  with  the  de- 
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gree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  He  imme- 
diately opened  an  office  in  Hethel,  and.  although 
he  soon  had  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
patronage,  yet  he  found  time  to  study  medicine; 
in  1889  he  entered  the  Baltimore  Medical  Col- 
lege, fruin  which  he  was  graduated  April  15. 
1890.  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
Dr.  Chase  then  practiced  both  professions  in 
Hethel,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  time  is  devoted 
to  dental  surgery.  Dr.  Chase  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Vermont  Dental  Society,  or- 
ganized in  1877,  a  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee for  many  years  and  president  for  one  year  ; 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  I'.arston  a  mem- 
ber of  a  board  of  five  members  to  act  as  dental 
examiners  in  1882,  a  position  which  he  has  held 
ever  since  except  tor  two  years,  and  he  also  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
board  until  1894,  when  he  was  appointed  presi- 
dent. He  has  been  state  editor  and  correspondent 
for  several  dental  journals,  is  a  member  of  the 
New  England  Dental  Society,  New  England  As- 
sociation of  Dental  Examiners,  the  Vermont 
Medical  Society,  ami  was  a  member  of  the  In- 
ternational Congress  held  at  Washington.  D.  C. 
in  1888.  Dr.  Chase  is  the  inventor  of  several  use- 
ful articles.  He  ltas  also  taken  an  active  part  in 
business  matters  both  in  and  outside  his  pro- 
fession, and  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
Bethel  Shoe  Company,  being  one  of  the  directors 
and  later  vice  president  and  also  president ;  he 
was  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Bethel  Elec- 
tric Light  &  Tower  Company,  and  is  now  its 
president. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Dr.  Chase  is  a  firm 
advocate  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  chosen 
as  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  National 
League  Convention  held  in  1894- 1895.  he  has 
at  various  times  served  as  town  grand,  juror,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  school  Iward  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  assembly 
in  1000,  and  made  an  active  and  earnest  legis- 
lator, and  was  made  secretary  of  the  general  com- 
mittee. He  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  Electric  Light  &  Bower  Company  at 
Bethel,  which  was  an  important  measure  for  the 
town.  His  measure  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
Central  Vermont  Railroad  Company  was  one  of 
the  most  discussed  bills  in  the  session  and  won 
great  notoriety  by  the  governor's  veto,  and  is 


subsequent  passage  by  an  overwhelming  vote  over 
the  governor's  veto  by  both  the  house  and  the 
senate,  December  1,  1900.  Dr.  Chase  is  popular 
and  well  known,  and  has  shown  an  extraordinary 
ability  in  the  various  positions  to  which  he  was 
called  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  served 
several  years  as  worshipful  master  of  White  River 
Lodge  No.  yo,  F.  &  A.  M.,  he  has  also  taken 
the  chapter  and  commandery  degrees,  and  is 
affiliated  with  Montpelier  Commandery,  K.  T., 
and  is  a  noble  of  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
M.  S. 

In  1879  Dr.  Chase  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ncwall,  who  was  born  in  Bethel, 
Vermont,  June  14,  1855,  a  daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Mary  (Berry)  Ncwall.  Two  children  were 
born  to  them:  George  Berry,  bom  June  19, 
1880,  was  educated  in  Whitcomb  high  school  at 
Bethel,  then  attended  Goddard  Seminary  and 
Tufts  College,  after  which  he  pursued  a  course 
of  theatrical  training  at  the  Colonial  Theatre 
School  of  Acting  in  Boston.  He  is  now  playing 
in  minor  parts  in  some  of  the  leading  theatres 
rtt  Boston,  and  his  managers  claim  for  him  a  very 
brilliant  future  in  the  art.  The  daughter.  Susie 
Newall.  born  April  15,  1882,  died  June  14,  1900; 
she  was  a  graduate  of  the  Whitcomb  high  school 
at  Bethel,  Vermont,  a  young  lady  of  many  ac- 
complishments, and  natural  ability  as  well  as 
beauty,  and  was  popular  among  associates. 

HENRY  HARRISON  HANCHETT. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  of  White 
River  Junction,  Vermont,  is  Henry  H.  Hanchett, 
who  was  born  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
August  24,  1827,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Phojbe 
Hanchett,  the  former  named  being  a  native  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  removed 
to  Hartland.  Vermont,  and  after  remaining  there 
for  a  few  years  he  located  in  Plainfield,  Nov 
Hampshire.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing in  these  various  towns,  and,  being  thoroughly 
qualified  for  this  vocation,  the  result  of  each 
year's  labor  was  exceedingly  satisfactory.  He 
was  an  earnest  and  loyal  member  of  the  L'niver- 
salist  church.  The  following  named  children  were 
l>orn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanchett;  I'lvebe  Ann, 
Belinda  H„  Mary  Jane,  Henry  IL,  Fred  B., 
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James,  George  and  Dennis.  Mr.  Hanchett  died 
at  Plainfield,  New  Hampshire,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  \ears,  and  his  wife  died  in  the 
sixty-sixth  year  of  her  age. 

Henry  H.  Hanchett  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Hartland  and  Lebanon 
high  school,  and  after  completing  his  course  he 
was  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  five  terms  in  the 
common  schools  of  Vermont.  In  1851  he  was 
in  a  sawmill  at  St.  Johnsbury;  in  1852  went  to 
California,  where  he  remained  for  three  years, 
and  after  his  return  to  Vermont  he  followed  the 
carpenter  trade  for  two  years,  also  engaged  in 
bridge-building  for  eighteen  years.  His  opera- 
tions extended  throughout  the  country,  and  dur- 
ing Uns  period  he  constructed  the  bridges  for  the 
Central  Vermont  Railroad.  In  1880  he  again 
went  west,  and  for  a  number  of  years  engaged 
in  ranching  in  Montana  with  his  son  Fred  H. 
They  were  the  owners  of  a  large  ranch  and  dealt 
extensively  in  Texas  cattle,  which  proved  very- 
remunerative.  Mr.  Hanchett  then  returned  to 
White  River  Junction,  Vermont,  having  left  his 
son  on  the  ranch  to  conduct  the  business,  and 
began  in  building  houses ;  he  erected  over  forty 
houses  011  his  own  account  for  speculation,  many 
of  which  he  disposed  of  and  thus  realized  a 
goodly  profit.  Among  other  valuable  pieces  of 
property  owned  by  Mr.  Hanchett  was  the  site  of 
the  National  Hank  at  White  River  Junction;  in 
addition  to  his  numerous  business  enterprises  Mr. 
Hanchett  is  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Hartford 
Woolen  Mills,  having  erected  the  factory  in 
which  the  business  is  carried  on,  eighteeen  years 
ago ;  he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  gold  mines 
of  Nova  Scotia,  three  oil  mines  in  Ohio,  Cali- 
fornia and  Kentucky,  lead  and  zinc  mines  in 
Missouri,  the  Corson  mine  at  Nome,  has  stock 
in  two  mines  in  New  Mexico  and  one  in  Col- 
orado. He  has  made  twenty-four  trips  to  the 
west,  and  is  accustomed  to  spending  a  consid- 
erable part  of  his  winters  in  Colorado.  Politically 
Mr.  Hanchett  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  his 
party  in  the  capacity  of  selectman  for  ten  years, 
and  lister  for  thirteen  years.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  member  of  the  order  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Mr.  Hanchett  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  having  been  Helen  M.  Cad\,  a  niece  of 
David  Sumner,  a  resident  of  Hartland,  Vermont : 


her  death  occurred  two  years  after  their  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Hanchett  then  contracted  an  alliance 
with  Louise  l'uruham,  of  South  Hadley,  Massa- 
chusetts. Their  children  are:  Fred  H.,  who 
is  now  m  the  real  estate  business  in  Denver,  Col- 
orado, and  has  one  child,  Marjorie ;  Uelle  L., 
who  married  Joseph  II.  Dunbar  in  1889,  and  has 
one  child,  Louise  liurnham  ;  Frank  U.,  who  was, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1897,  teller  in  the 
National  bank  of  White  River  Junction,  Ver- 
mont ;  and  Helen,  who  died  in  t88y.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1879. 

WILLIAM  C.  WHITE. 

William  Carpenter  White,  a  lawyer  of  Will- 
ia-nstown,  was  bom  August  27,  1873,  in  Middle- 
sex, Vermont,  a  son  of  Lucian  White,  and  grand- 
son of  Sanford  White,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire  and  son  of  Seward  White,  is  a 
native  of  Middlesex.  Vermont,  his  mother  be- 
ing Hannah  (Allen)  White,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire.  Sanford  White  and  wife  were  among 
the  eatly  settlers  of  Middlesex.  They  had  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  Lucian  is  the  twelfth. 
During  the  earlier  years  of  his  life,  Lucian  White 
was  a  railroad  contractor,  being  actively  identified 
with  the  construction  of  many  of  the  railways  of 
the  western  states.  He  subsequently  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Middlesex,  Vermont,  where  he  is  now 
residing.  He  married  Harriet  Carpenter,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  M.  and  Huldah  (Johnson)  Car- 
penter. She  conies  of  distinguished  English  an- 
cestry, tracing  her  lineage  back  in  a  direct  line  to 
one  Lord  Carpenter,  of  England,  and  belongs 
to  a  famiiy  that  has  attained  prominence  in  this 
country,  being  a  cousin  of  the  late  Senator  Matt 
Carpenter  of  Wisconsin,  a  niece  of  Judge  Car- 
penter, of  Northtield,  Vermont,  and  of  A.  V.  H. 
Carpenter,  of  Milwaukee,  well  known  throughout 
the  west  as  a  prominent  railroad  man.  Of  their 
union  only  one  child  was  born,  William  C. 

W  illiam  C.  White  was  educated  at  Montpe- 
lier  Seminary  and  subsequently  studied  law  with 
S.  C.  ShurtlelT  of  Montpelier.  In  the  meantime 
he  served  as  deputy  county  clerk  from  February, 
until  February.  1896,  and  for  four  years  was 
postmaster  at  Middlesex.  On  October  26,  1900, 
Mr.  White  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  on  Oc- 
tober 1,  ujoi,  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
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in  Wiliiainstown,  being  the  only  attorney  in  the 
town.  Well  educated  and  energetic,  lie  has  a  lair 
prospect  of  winning  success  in  his  professional 
career.  He  is  serving  as  superintendent  «>t 
schools  and  was  appointed  January  13,  1903,  as 
referee  in  bankruptcy  to  succeed  the  late  ex-Gov- 
ernor Roswell  Farnham.  In  October,  1902,  he 
established  .111  office  at  Northfield,  where  a  por- 
tion of  his  time  is  passed. 

Mr.  White  married,  September  20,  1894,  Jen- 
nie E.  Miles,  of  Middlesex.  Mrs.  White  was 
born  in  Waterbury  Center,  Vermont,  June  14, 
1871,  a  daughter  of  George  P.  and  Nancy  Jane 
(Whitney)  Miles,  people  of  prominence  in  the 
town  of  Middlesex.  Two  children  have  blessed 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White,  namely:  Mil- 
dred and  Doris.  Mr.  White  is  a  member  of  Sum- 
mit Lodge,  No.  104,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Williams- 
town,  of  which  he  is  senior  steward. 

CURTIS  I..  PAGE. 

Curtis  Lyon  Page,  of  Shclburne,  V  ermont, 
was  born  in  Hincsburg,  that  state,  July  15, 
185 1,  a  son  of  Amos  P.  and  Martha  Page,  the 
former  named  being  a  son  of  Philo  Page,  who 
was  a  British  soldier  stationed  in  Canada  previous 
to  the  war  of  1812.  Subsequently  he  came  to 
Vermont,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  black- 
smith, which  occupation  he  pursued  successfully 
up  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Rhoda  Howard,  and  seven 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Harriet. 
Rebecca,  Lucinda,  Mary,  Rhoda,  Martha  and 
Amos  P.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
1828,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1824. 

Amos  Philo  Page,  only  son  of  Philo  and 
Rhoda  Page,  was  born  November  2,  1820,  in  the 
town  of  Shelburne.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school  of 
his  native  town.  When  he  attained  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  he  was  hound  out,  until  his  majority, 
to  Benjamin  Irish,  a  farmer  of  Hinesburg.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Martha  Lyon,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Lyon,  who  was  born  in  Shelburne, 
Vermont,  and  when  the  war  of  18 12  broke  out 
volunteered  his  services  to  his  country,  and  par- 
ticipated in  many  of  the  battles.  He  was  a  son 
of  Robert  Lyon.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Page,  namely:    Henry  M.,  born  De- 


cember 17,  1848,  now  a  resident  of  Hinesburg, 
Vermont;  Curtis  L.,  born  July  15,  185 1 ;  Helen, 
who  di'-'d  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Jennie  F.,  now 
the  wife  of  Lemuel  Forbes,  of  Newbury,  Michi- 
gan, and  Evelyn  M.,  wife  of  Henry  Drew,  of 
Shelburne,  Vermont. 

Curtis  L.  Page,  second  son  of  Amos  P.  and 
Martha  Page,  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Hincsburg  and  later 
pursued  a  course  of  study  in  the  Shelburne  Acad- 
emy. He  then  settled  upon  the  old  homestead, 
where  his  summer  months  were  sj>ent  in  culti- 
vating and  tilling  the  soil,  and  his  winters,  for 
some  time,  were  employed  in  teaching.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  this  undertaking  and  he 
has  now  one  of  the  most  productive  farms  in 
that  section  of  the  state.  Fruit  growing  and 
dairying  are  the  principal  pursuits  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Page  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen  by  election  to 
fill  the  offices  of  selectman,  lister  and  other  local 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  On  November 
21,  1885,  Mr.  Page  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Kate  L.  P.linn,  who  was  born  January  27, 
1850,  in  Shelburne,  Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Ches- 
ter Blinn,  who  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Chester 
Blinn,  who  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Shelburne. 

REV.  ANTHONY  P.  CLERMONT. 

Rev.  Anthony  P.  Clermont,  pastor  of  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  church  of  Newport,  Vermont, 
was  l>orn  at  St.  Martin.  Laval,  province  of  Que- 
bec, Canada,  September  6,  1854.  He  acquired 
his  education  in  a  business  college  in  Montreal, 
and  after  completing  his  course  of  study,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  learning  the  trade  of  jew- 
eler. He  continued  in  this  line  of  business  for 
some  time,  when  he  decided  to  attend  the  Mon- 
treal College,  P.  S.  S.,  where  he  took  up  a  six 
years'  classical  course  and  a  three  years'  course 
of  study  in  natural  philosophy,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  period  he  was  graduated  from  the  col- 
lege. After  his  graduation  he  became  a  teacher 
of  languages  in  the  same  college,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  remained  for  three  years.  He  then  en- 
tered a  theological  seminary,  and  continued  his 
studies  there  for  three  years,  subsequently  be- 
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coming  a  teacher  in  the  minor  seminary,  and  re- 
maining in  that  capacity  for  four  years.  He  re- 
signed from  this  position  in  order  to  become  the 
private  secretary  of  Bishop  Lorrain.  of  Pem- 
brook.  Ontario.  After  this  he  decided  to  visit 
the  west,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  lalwred 
among  the  Indians  and  white  men  for  a  short 
space  of  time.  He  was  called  back  to  Montreal 
bv  Bishop  Fabrc,  and  for  a  short  period  of  time 
his  work  was  in  Joliet,  Canada;  he  was  then 
transferred  to  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  church,  Mon- 
treal, and  then  to  St.  Bridget's  church,  Montreal. 

From  the  latter  church  the  Rev.  Anthony  P. 
Clermont  was  transferred  to  the  diocese  of  Bur- 
lington. Vermont,  under  Bishop  De  (loesbriand. 
who  appointed  him  chancellor  of  the  diocese,  and 
he  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  Bish- 
op De  Goesbriand  for  two  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  Bishop  Michaud  was  con- 
secrated, and  succeeded  Bishop  De  Goesbriand, 
when  the  Rev.  Anthony  P.  Clermont  removed  to 
Newport,  Vermont,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
engaged  in  his  duties  as  pastor  of  St.  Mary's 
church. 

Father  Clermont  is  an  indefatigable  worker, 
and  he  has  accomplished  much  good  work  in 
Newport.  He  holds  the  esteem  and  love  of  all 
his  parishioners,  and  is  well  and  favorably  spoken 
of  by  all  who  know  him.  His  ordination  by 
Bishop  Fabre  occurred  on  December  23,  1882. 

REV.  HOMER  WHITE,  S.  T.  D.,  I.L.  B. 

Rev.  Homer  White,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  late 
rector  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Ran- 
dolph, was  born  in  Weathersfield,  Vermont, 
March  9,  1837,  a  son  of  George  and  Electa 
(Cushman)  White.  He  comes  of  distinguished 
colonial  ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal sides  of  the  house,  being  descended  from 
two  Mayflower  passengers  on  the  paternal  side. 
The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows:  William,  Re- 
solved, Samuel,  John,  Cornelius,  Captain  Samuel, 
Thomas,  George,  Homer. 

William  White  (1),  born  in  England,  son 
of  Bishop  John  White,  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, came  to  America  with  his  family  in  the 
Mayflower  in  1620,  and  died  at  Plymouth,  Mass- 
achusetts, March  3,  1621.  He  married,  at  Ley- 
den,  February  1,  161 2,  Susanna  Fuller,  who  sur- 
24  x 


vived  him,  and  married,  second,  May  22,  162 1, 
at  Plymouth,  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  by 
whom  she  became  the  mother  of  Governor  Josiah 
Winslow. 

Resolved  White  (2)  born  in  Leyden,  Holland, 
about  1614,  died  between  1690  and  1694.  Ac- 
cording to  Volume  II,  No.  2.  of  "The  Mayflower 
Descendant,''  he  married,  first,  November  15, 
1640,  Judith  Vassall,  who  was  buried  at  Marsh- 
field,  Massachusetts,  April  13,  1670.  He  mar- 
ried, second,  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  October 
15,  1674,  Mrs.  Abigail  Lord,  widow  of  William 
Lord,  and  daughter  of  Edward  Winslow,  by  his 
first  wife,  and  she  died  at  Salem,  between  June 
25  and  July  7,  1682. 

Samuel  White  (3)  was  born  in  1646.  John 
White  (4),  born  about  1680,  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  in  17 10.  Cornelius  White  (5),  born 
February  it,  171 1,  married  Hannah  Gilbert. 
Captain  Samuel  White  (6),  born  in  1739.  mar- 
ried Thankful  Gilbert.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution,  enlisting  from  Westmoreland,  New 
Hampshire,  and  dung  in  camp  at  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  in  1778.  Thomas  White  (7), 
born  in  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1767,  married  Betsey  Lincoln,  ant!  lic- 
came  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Cavendish, 
Vermont,  where  his  death  occurred,  December 
21,  1805. 

George  White  (8)  was  born  in  Cavendish, 
Vermont,  January  8,  1797,  and  died  at  Reading, 
Vermont,  December  30,  1873.  By  trade  he  was 
a  copper-plate  engraver  and  printer,  and  printed 
a  great  many  maps  of  Vermont.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Universalist.  On  October  15, 
1821,  he  married  Electa  Cushman,  who  was  born 
in  Montague,  Massachusetts,  June  17,  1803,  and 
died  in  Reading,  Vermont,  November  25,  i88r. 

She  was  a  direct  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Robert  Cushman,  the  immigrant 
ancestor,  the  line  of  descent  being  thus  given : 
Robert  Cushman  (1),  Pilgrim,  first  sailed  in  the 
Speedwell  in  company  with  the  Mayflower,  but 
on  account  of  a  leak  in  the  ship  was  forced  to 
turn  back.  He  finally  came  over,  with  his  son 
Thomas,  in  the  Fortune,  leaving  England  in  July, 
162 1,  and  arriving  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts, 
November  9.  1621.  He  was  the  business  man- 
ager of  the  Pilgrims,  and  though  not  a  clergyman, 
preached  in  Plymouth  the  first  New  England  ser- 
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mon  that  was  ever  published.  The  printing  was 
done  in  London,  England.  Subsequently  re- 
turning to  England,  he  died  there  in  1625. 
Thomas  Cushman  (2),  boin  in  England  in  1608, 
came  to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  with  his 
father  in  1621,  and  died  there,  according  to  Vol- 
ume II,  No.  2,  of  "The  Mayflower  Descendant," 
December  21,  1O91.  For  forty  years  he  was 
ruling  elder  of  the  first  church  established  in  New 
England.  lie  married  Mary  Allerton,  who  was 
born  at  Leyden,  Holland,  and  came  with  her  par- 
ents, Isaac  and  Mary  ( Xorris)  Allerton,  to  Ply- 
mouth in  the  Mayflower,  their  marriage  being 
solemnized  in  1630.  She  survived  him,  dying 
at  Plymouth,  December  8,  1699.  Rev.  Isaac 
Cushman  (3  )  was  born  February  8,  1647.  Isaac 
Cushman  (4),  born  November  15,  1676,  died 
September  18,  1727.  Nathaniel  Cushman  (5), 
bom  May  28,  1712,  died  October  1,  1793.  Consider 
Cushman  (6),  born  July  6,  1740,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  F  rench  and  Indian  war,  and  died 
April  4,  1819.  Azacl  Cushman  (7),  bom  in 
r.rookficld,  Massachusetts,  in  1765,  died  in  Ches- 
ter, Vermont,  July  12,  1S1G.  Electa  Cushman 
(8)  married  George  White,  as  before  stated. 

Homer  White  (9)  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Weathersheld  and  Reading  in  his 
youthful  days,  ami  after  taking  a  course  of  study 
at  the  Black  River  Academy  in  Ludlow,  learned 
the  printing  business  in  Newbury.  Subsequently 
preparing  for  college  at  Mt.  Washington 
Institute,  in  New  York  city,  he  entered  Union 
College  in  Schenectady,  New  York,  one  year  in 
advance  of  his  class,  and  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1861.  with  the  degree  of  A.  13.,  the 
following  year  being  graduated  from  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New 
York  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  afterwards 
worked  at  the  compositor's  trade  in  Now  York 
city  and  other  places,  and  taught  school  in  l>oth 
Vermont  and  Wisconsin.  Becoming  a  candidate 
for  orders  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
Wisconsin,  he  was  soon  transferred  to  the  diocese 
of  Vermont,  a»(l  was  ordained  deacon  June  13, 
1869.  and  priest.  June  5,  1870,  in  Windsor,  Ver- 
mont. The  ensuing  twelve  years  he  served  as 
rector  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Enosburg.  Ver- 
mont, going  from  there  to  Randolph,  where  he 
remained  five  years.  He  was  next  at  Xorthfield. 
Vermont,  where  he  was  rector  seven  years,  and 


since  that  time  ministered  at  Randolph,  until  his 
retirement  from  active  service  July  16,  1902.  In 
1892  Mr.  White  received  the  degree  of  S.  T.  D. 
from  Griswold  College.  A  man  of  scholarly  at- 
tainments and  literary  tastes,  he  has  delivered 
many  sermons  and  lectures,  and,  besides  writing 
and  publishing  many  poems  and  short  stories, 
has  given  to  the  reading  public  five  novels.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  the  Zeta  Psi  college 
society;  the  Masonic  order;  the  Odd  Fellows; 
and  the  University  Club  of  Randolph. 

Mr.  White  married,  first,  November  10,  1864, 
in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Catherine  Frances  Cor- 
hein,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Georgia,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1866,  in  Taychccdah,  Wisconsin.  He  mar- 
ried, second,  April  15,  1880,  in  Enosburg.  Ver- 
mont, Martha  E.  Cramton.  Miss  Georgia  White 
inherits  from  her  father  strong  literary  tastes 
and  ability,  and  has  contributed  much  to  current 
literature.  She  is  now  associate  editor  of  the 
Herald  and  Xcics,  of  Randolph,  to  which  she 
furnishes  a  weekly  poem.  She  was  for  some  time 
connected  with  the  Burlington  Daily  Xezcs,  and, 
later,  with  the  Bellows  Falls  Times  for  a  period 
of  five  years. 

CHARLES  R.  JAMASON. 

Charles  R.  Jamason,  a  well  known  publisher 
ami  editor  of  White  River  Junction,  Vermont, 
was  liorn  fifty  years  ago  at  Lowell,  Massachus- 
etts, and.  until  reaching  the  age  of  ten  years, 
was  reared  by  an  uncle.  During  the  winters  he 
attended  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  fin- 
ished his  technical  education  while  residing  at 
Granby.  province  of  Quebec.  He  went  from  Can- 
ada to  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  typesetter  in  the  office  of  the  St.  Al- 
bans Daily  Messenger,  having  learned  the  trade 
during  his  residence  in  the  province  of  Quebec. 
Limited  as  hail  been  his  opportunities  for  attend- 
ing school.  Mr.  Jamason  had  energetically  and 
efficiently  supplemented  them  by  his  own  earnest 
endeavors  in  the  sphere  of  mental  culture,  thus 
receiving  an  intellectual  training  and  discipline 
not  alwavs  to  be  gained  in  the  schools.  From  St. 
Albans  he  removed  to  Poultney,  Vermont,  where 
he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Poultney  Bulletin.    Later  he  was  engaged  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


371 


newspaper  work  in  Rutland,  and  at  Manchester, 
whence  he  went  to  Morrisville,  thence  to  North 
Troy,  and  in  that  place  became  one  of  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  North  Troy  Palladium.  Some  time 
afterward  he  lived  for  three  years  at  Swanton, 
where  he  published  the  Sentry,  which  he  moved 
to  St.  Albans.  In  1887  he  sold  this  journal,  and 
removed  to  White  River  Junction  and  took  a  po- 
sition on  his  present  paper,  and  after  eleven 
months  purchased  that  paper,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  publisher  and  editor  of  the  Landmark,  a 
Republican  organ,  devoted  to  local  interests,  and 
taking  an  active  and  aggressive  part  in  local  and 
{Kilitical  questions.  In  connection  with  his  busi- 
ness as  editor  and  publisher  he  also  conducts  a 
well  equipped  job  printing  department. 

Mr.  Jamason  has  been  solicited  to  accept  of- 
fice, but  has  repeatedly  refused,  believing  that  he 
can  better  fulfill  his  mission  as  a  citizen  by  giv- 
ing his  best  energies  to  his  work  as  a  journalist. 
He  is  a  member  of  I'nited  Brethren  Lodge  No. 
21,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Cascadnac  Chapter  No.  27, 
R.  A.  M.,  Windsor  Council  No.  8,  R.  &  S.  M., 
and  Vermont  Commandery  No.  4,  K.  T.,  at  Wind- 
sor, Vermont.  He  also  belongs  to  Mount  Sinai 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  Wenona  Chap- 
ter No.  43,  C).  E.  S.  Mr.  Jamason  married  Laura 
M.  Cole,  of  Morrisville.  Their  family  consists 
of  three  children:  Charles  H.,  Karl  R.  and 
Harry  E. 

WILLIAM  EDWARD  JOHNSON. 

The  name  of  William  E.  Johnson  has  long 
been  actively  and  honorably  associated  with  the 
practice  of  law  in  Woodstock,  Vermont,  where 
he  was  horn  June  20.  1841,  a  grandson  of  Eliakim 
H.  Johnson,  who  was  born  at  Wallingford,  Con- 
necticut, where  he  obtained  a  practical  education 
in  the  common  schools ;  later  he  located  in  Wal- 
lingford, Vermont,  where  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years, 
and  subsequently  he  settled  in  Woodstock,  where 
his  death  occurred.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mary  Dennison,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  :  Eliakim.  Edward,  Will- 
iam, Man.-,  Lucretia  and  Jane,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased. 

Eliakim,  father  of  William  E.  Johnson,  was 
born  in  Wallingford,  Vermont,  October  9,  1805. 


and  hi?  educational  advantages  were  acquired  in 
the-  district  schcM.il.  Later  he  removed  to  Wood- 
stock, Vermont,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
trade:  for  thirty  years  he  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  cashier  of  the  Woodstock  National  Bank,  be- 
ing also  a  meml>cr  of  the  Ixjard  of  trustees,  and 
for  a  short  period  of  time  he  served  as  treasurer 
of  the  Ottauquecehce  Savings  Bank.  In  politics 
he  was  formerly  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  and 
was  chosen  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  represent 
them  in  the  legislature.  He  also  held  various 
other  local  offices.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married 
twice,  his  first  wife  having  been  Emeline  Rob- 
inson, and  their  children  were:  George  E.,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hilliard  and 
resided  in  Doston;  Jane  M.,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Morton,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island, 
now  deceased,  ami  they  had  one  child,  Johnson 
Morion,  a  resident  of  Boston  ;  Henry  C.  deceased, 
married  Mary  Cushing,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  one  died  in 
early  life,  and  the  third  is  Henry  B.,  a  lawyer,  in 
New  York  city. 

Mr.  Johnson's  second  wife  was  Harriet  Au- 
gusta Collamer,  a  daughter  of  the  ex-United 
States  senator  and  judge  of  the  supreme  court, 
Jacob  Collamer,  who  was  born  in  Troy,  New 
York,  January  S,  1791.  a  descendant  of  Peter 
Collamer,  who  was  included  in  the  list  of  those 
liable  to  the  duty  of  bearing  arms  in  defence  of  the 
Massachusetts  colony  in  1643;  having  no  chil- 
dren of  his  own  he  sent  to  England  for  his 
nephew.  Captain  Anthony  Collamer,  and  made 
that  gentleman  his  heir.  Captain  Collamer  mar- 
ried Sarah,  one  of  the  twin  daughters  of  Isaac 
Chittenden,  in  1606,  and  they  had  a  family  of 
six  children ;  while  on  a  coasting  voyage  from 
North  River  to  Boston,  he  was  wrecked  on 
Siituatc  beach,  and  lost  his  life  December  16, 
1693.  and  the  place  of  the  disaster  is  now  known 
as  Collamer  s  Ledge.  His  son  Peter  Collamer, 
born  in  1671,  married  Abigail  Davis,  of  Rox- 
Inirv.  Novemlier  8,  1(194,  and  nine  children  were 
liorn  to  them.  One  of  these,  named  Anthony, 
lxirn  June  10.  ifx/j.  married  Susanna  Oakman.  of 
Marshficld.  m  1731.  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren. His  eldest  son  Anthony  was  born  July  4, 
1735.  married  Mercy  Marker.  December  13.  1758, 
and  removed  to  New  York  in  1778.  Of  his  chil- 
dren, Samuel  was  born  July  18.  1765,  married 
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Elizabeth  Van  Ornum  in  July,  1789,  and  Jacob 
Collamer  was  one  of  the  children  born  to  theni. 
Soon  after  his  graduation  from  college,  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  entered  ujmmi  the 
study  of  law  at  St.  Albans  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1813.  He  also  served  during  the  war  of 
1812  as  lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  frontier  cam- 
paign. After  his  admission  to  the  bar  Lieutenant 
Collamer  opened  a  law  office  in  Randolph  Cen- 
ter, but  later  removed  to  Royal  ton,  where  he  re- 
mained until  April,  1836,  when  he  removed  to 
Woodstock.  In  the  earlier  years  of  professional 
life  he  held  the  office  of  register  of  probate ;  four 
times  he  represented  the  citizens  of  Royalton  in 
the  legislature  of  Vermont,  and  he  was  also  state's 
attorney  for  the  county  of  Windsor.  In  January, 
1836,  he  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention ;  was  one  of  the  assistant  judges  of  the 
supreme  court ;  was  elected  a  representative  to 
Congress  in  November.  1843.  and  served  three 
times.  In  1849  Judge  Collamer  was  appointed  to 
the  j)ortfolio  of  j>ostmastcr  general  in  General 
Taylor's  cabinet,  and  upon  his  return  home  was 
elected  circuit  judge  by  the  legislature  of  Ver- 
mont. In  October,  1854,  he  was  elected  United 
States  senator,  and  in  i860  was  again  elected  for 
another  term  of  six  years,  which  continued  until 
November  9.  18(15. 

The  children  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
were:  William  Edward;  Elizabeth  C.  became 
the  wife  of  Solomon  Erskine  Woodward,  and 
after  his  death  married  Charles  J.  Ives,  a  resi- 
dent of  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa ;  Louise  Lucretia 
married  Charles  J.  McKenzie.  deceased,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  woolen  manufacture  business  at 
Franklin.  Massachusetts;  Mrs.  McKenzie  died 
in  lyo2.  Mr.  Johnson's  death  occurred  October 
19,  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

William  E.  Johnson,  son  of  Eliakim  and  Har- 
riet A.  Johnson,  acquired  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Woodstock,  was  then 
a  student  at  Kimball  Union- Academy  at  Meriden, 
New  Hampshire,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1858.  and  he  then  completed  his  course  in 
Dartmouth  College,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1862.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  ex-Governor 
Peter  T.  Washburn  and  Charles  P.  Marsh,  at 
Woodstock,  which  was  known  as  the  celebrated 
firm  of  Washburn  and  Marsh,  and  admitted  to 


the  bar  in  the  May  term  of  1865.  For  two  years 
he  was  associated  with  Warren  C.  French  at 
Woodstock,  after  which  he  established  an  office 
on  his  own  account,  and  has  since  conducted  a 
general  practice.  His  reputation  as  a  lawyer  has 
l>een  won  through  earnest,  honest  lalxir,  and  his 
standing  at  the  bar  is  a  merited  tribute  to  hi^ 
professional  ability. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  director  of  the  Woodstock- 
National  Bank,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has 
served  as  president  of  the  same ;  he  is  a  director 
of  the  Woodstock  Railroad  Company.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  the  National  Bar  Association, 
a  vice  president  of  the  Vermont  State  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, having  been  offered  the  presidency.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  was  state's  attorney 
in  1872  and  1874,  and  was  chosen  senator  from 
Windsor  county  in  1888,  and  has  also  served  as 
delegate  to  the  state  local  conventions.  On  Au- 
gust 20,  1 86V\  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Hatch,  a  daughter  of 
Philo  Hatch,  of  Woodstock,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  trader  and  speculator.  One  child  has 
been  torn  to  them,  Margaret  L.  Johnson. 

ARMEXTUS  B.  BIX  BY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Armcntus  Bovden  Bixbv,  of  Poultney. 
Vermont,  comes  from  an  ancient  and  honorable 
New  England  family.  The  ancestry  is  Danish 
and  the  name  is  found  in  Boxford  and  Ipswich. 
Suffolk  county.  England.  The  family  name  is 
derived  from  the  words  "box,"  the  box  tree,  and 
"by,"  the  house  or  town  by  the  box  trees. 

The  first  of  the  name  in  America  seems  to 
have  been  Nathaniel  Bixby,  who  came  with  a 
colony  to  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  in  1630.  and 
who  appears  as  a  householder  in  the  following 
year.  His  son  Joseph  was  born  in  England  about 
1625,  and  died  in  Boxford,  Massachusetts,  in 
1700.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
town  of  Boxford,  which,  through  his  influence, 
was  given  the  name  of  his  native  village  in  Eng- 
land. He  filled  various  town  offices,  and  was 
chosen  to  run  the  boundary  lines  between  Box- 
ford and  adjoining  towns.  He  married,  in  1647. 
Sarah  (Wyatt)  Heard,  a  widow,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  same  countv  in  England  with  him- 
self. 
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Their  son  Daniel,  born  in  165 1,  in  Ipswich, 
and  died  in  1717  in  Andover,  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Captain  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Brewer)  Chandler.  DaviJ,  son  of  the  parents 
last  named,  born  in  Andover,  February  15,  1688, 
died  in  Andover ;  he  married  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Ballard)  Butterfield,  of 
West  ford.  Their  son  Asa,  born  February  24, 
1735.  in  Westford,  where  he  died  in  1809,  was 
a  Revolutionary  war  soldier,  a  private  in  Captain 
Joshua  Parker  s  Company,  Colonel  Robinson's 
Regiment,  August  I,  1777:  he  married  Susanna 
Howard.  Their  son,  Joseph,  born  May  19,  1766, 
in  Westford,  and  died  April  26,  1839,  in  Mt. 
Holly.  Vermont,  married  Molly,  daughter  of  Jon- 
athan and  Elizabeth  (Sawtell)  Boyden,  of  (iro- 
ton,  Massachusetts. 

Armentus  W  illiam,  son  of  Joseph  and  Molly 
1  Hoyden)  Bixby,  was  born  June  17.  1804,  in 
Mt.  Holly.  Vermont,  and  died  SeptemlxT  12, 
1841.  in  Shellersville,  Ohio.  Ho  married,  in 
1827.  Hannah  Maria  Stoddard,  born  in  Clare- 
mom.  New  Hampshire,  November  27,  1804,  and 
died  in  Shellersville.  Ohio.  September  13.  1841  ; 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Amos  and  Catherine 
( Tallman )  Stoddard.  Amos  Stoddard  was  a  lin- 
eal descendant  of  Anthony  Stoddard,  who  came 
from  England  to  Boston  in  1639.  an<l  h's  remote 
ancestor  was  that  Sir  William  Stoddard  who  came 
from  Normandy  to  England  in  1066.  with  his 
cousin.  William  the  Conqueror. 

Armentus  Boyden  Bixby,  son  of  Armentus 
William  ami  Hannah  (Stoddard)  Bixby,  was  born 
in  Mt.  Holly,  Vermont,  June  26,  1834.  While 
he  was  still  an  infant  his  parents  moved  to  Shel- 
lersville. Ohio,  where  both  of  them  died,  leaving 
him  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  He 
returned  to  Vermont  and  obtained  his  support 
by  labor  upon  the  farm  during  the  summer,  while 
devoting  his  winters  to  attendance  at  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  decided  to 
educate  himself  as  a  physician.  Commencing  his 
preparatory  studies  at  Black  River  Academy, 
Ludlow,  and  Kimball  Union  Academy,  of  Meri- 
den.  New  Hampshire,  he  entered  Cast  let  on  Med- 
ical College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1858, 
completing  his  course  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  in  New  York.  He  began  his 
professional  labors  at  Londonderry  in  i860,  and 
built  up  a  large  and  extensive  practice  in  that  and 


adjoining  towns.  Obeying  the  call  of  duty,  he 
offered  his  services  to  the  government  and  was 
made  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Regiment, 
Vermont  Volunteers,  continuing  in  the  army  from 
October  6,  1862,  to  September  30,  1864.  when  he 
returned  to  his  former  labors.  In  1882  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  his  practice  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  removed  to  Poultney,  where  he 
now  resides. 

In  religion  Dr.  Bixby  is  a  liberal  Baptist. 
He  has  always  ljcen  an  active  worker  in  the 
church,  but  his  labors  have  never  been  character- 
ized by  narrow  sectarianism.  For  some  years  he 
was  a  licensed  preacher  in  the  Methodist  church 
and  labored  as  a  revivalist  with  marked  success. 
During  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  he 
was  a  strong  opponent  of  that  institution,  and 
acted  with  the  Republican  party  until  1884.  when 
he  withdrew  and  became  an  active  Prohibitionist. 
He  was  a  member  of  their  state  committee  for 
a  number  of  years  and  chairman  of  the  state  con- 
vention of  1888.  He  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the 
national  convention  which  nominated  Clinton  D. 
Fisk  for  the  presidential  chair.  His  eminent 
qualifications  for  official  position  were  demon- 
strated by  the  fact  that  he  was  the  choice  of  his 
constituents  for  the  position  of  state  treasurer 
in  1888,  and  his  popularity  was  evinced  by  his 
running  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  also  received 
the  nomination  for  the  position  of  judge  of  pro- 
bate for  Rutland  county  in  1892.  In  the  presi- 
dential campaign  in  1888  he  took  the  platform  and 
advocated  the  principles  of  his  party  in  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  state,  speaking  eloquently  and 
effectively. 

Dr.  Bixby  was  married  March  17,  1857,  to 
Annie,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Polly  (Hemtnen- 
way)  French,  of  Mt.  Holly,  who  died  June  10, 
i860,  leaving  one  daughter,  Lola  Ann.  He  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  October  9.  1862.  El- 
nora  E.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mary  (Aiken) 
Howard,  of  Londonderry.  One  daughter  has 
blessed  the  union,  Salome  Eliza. 

Dr.  Bixby  is  pre-eminently  a  self-made  man, 
who,  left  an  orphan  in  early  childhood,  yet  strug- 
gled successfully  to  educate  himself,  and  by  un- 
aided efforts,  attained  an  honored  position  in  the 
community.  Independent  in  idea  and  action,  he 
is  respected  by  all  who  know  him  for  the  probity 
of  his  life  and  character,  and  has  always  proved 
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himself  a  firm  friend  to  those  in  adversity,  and 
a  kind  and  considerate  neighbor;  of  him  it  can 
be  truly  said  in  the  words  of  Sir  Henry  Walton, 
"his  armor  is  his  honest  thought,  and  simple 
truth  his  highest  skill." 

BARNEY  CANNON. 

Barney  Cannon,  the  popular  postmaster  of 
Bellows  Falls.  Vermont,  was  lx>rn  at  Montreal. 
Canada,  January  25.  1847,  a  son  of  Barney  and 
Anna  (Bonner)  Cannon,  the  latter  named  being  a 


BARNEY  CANNON. 

native  of  Scotland,  and  after  her  marriage  she 
removed  with  her  husband  to  Montreal;  later 
they  removed  to  Ludlow,  Windsor  county,  Ver- 
mont, where  they  resided  for  the  balance  of  their 
lives.  Mr.  Barney  Cannon.  Sr..  was  employed 
for  many  years  as  section  foreman  on  the  Rut- 
land Railroad  of  Vermont ;  subsequently  he  was 
engaged  in  the  ocupation  of  farming,  meeting 
with  a  marked  degree  of  success. 

The  boyhood  Of  Barney  Cannon,  Jr..  was  spent 


in  Windham,  Windsor  and  Rutland  counties, 
Vermont,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  On  September  30,  1861,  when 
he  was  only  fourteen  years  and  eight  months 
old,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C, 
Sixth  Vermont  Regiment,  from  Mt.  Holly,  Ver- 
mont, under  the  command  of  Colonel  Nathan 
Lord.  This  was  one  of  the  three-year  regi- 
ments of  the  famous  Old  Vermont  Brigade.  His 
company  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,.and  entered 
into  their  winter  quarters  at  Camp  Griffin. 
Young  Cannon  received  his  baptism  by  fire  at 
Lee's  Mills,  where  his  company  had  five  men 
killed  and  nineteen  wounded;  he  participated  in 
thirty-seven  engagements,  the  principal  ones  be- 
ing: Warwick  Creek,  Virginia;  Lee's  Mills: 
Williamsburg;  Golding's  Farm,  January  27  and 
28 ;  Savage  Station ;  White  Oak  Swamp ; 
Crampton's  Gap :  Fredericksburg ;  St.  Mary's 
Heights;  Banks'  Ford;  Gettysburg;  Vorktown ; 
<  "lainsville :  Rappahannock  Station  ;  Wilderness : 
SpOttsylvania ;  Cold  Harbor ;  Petersburg ;  Wel- 
don  Railroad ;  Ream's  Station ;  Fort  Stev- 
ens;  Charleston.  West  Virginia:  Opequan, 
Virginia ;  Winchester ;  Fisher's  Hill ;  Cedar 
Creek  ami  Saildr's  Creek.  Through  his 
brave  action  on  the  field  of  battle  he 
was  rapidly  promoted  from  private  to  sergeant 
major  of  the  regiment ;  he  was  given  the  rank  of 
coqx>ral  February  30.  1862,  sergeant  in  October. 
1X04,  sergeant  major  May  12,  1865.  and  he  served 
as  acting  adjutant  under  the  appointment  of 
Colonel  Lincoln  in  1865,  and  he  was  honorably 
discharged  July  6.  1865,  after  serving  a  term  of 
nearly  four  years  for  his  country.  His  regiment 
was  equal  to  that  of  any  regiment  from  Ver- 
mont ;  they  stood  by  their  colors  while  in  action, 
and  it  is  further  credited  to  the  state  of  Vermont 
that  at  the  close  of  the  war  there  had  been  one 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirteen  men  enlisted 
under  all  calls. 

In  1866  Mr.  Cannon  removed  to  Bellows 
balls.  Vermont,  where  for  two  years  he  pur- 
sued his  trade  of  carriage,  sign  and  ornamental 
painter:  he  then  located  in  Brattleboro.  where 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business  until  De- 
cember,  1876.  when  he  returned  to  Bellows 
Falls  and  continued  working  at  his  trade 
until  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town 
in  189a     I  luring  his  incumbency  of  the  office 
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many  important  improvements  have  been  in- 
augurated, the  most  notable  one  being  the 
free  delivery  system  to  rural  localities,  which 
was  obtained  November  i.  1899.  Mr.  Cannon 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  suj>erintendent  of  the 
erection  of  the  new  high  school  building.  Mr. 
Cannon  held  the  position  of  postmaster  four 
years  and  four  months,  but  was  again  reap- 
pointed to  fill  die  same  position  January  1,  1899. 

Mr.  Cannon's  career  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  has  been  most  notable.  He  joined 
Sedgwick  Tost  in  Brattlelxiro  in  1868,  of  which 
he  was  for  two  years  adjutant,  and  two  years 
he  served  as  commander.  He  was  largely 
instrumental  in  reorganizing  E.  II.  Stoughton 
Post  No.  34,  in  July,  1880.  of  which  he  acted 
for  six  years  as  adjutant  and  for  three  years 
as  commander.  He  also  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  aide-de-camp  of  Grand  Commander  Ray  in 
1889,  was  adjutant  general  of  the  department 
of  Vermont  in  1892  and  in  1895  he  was  the  de- 
partment commander.  He  is  also  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  his 
politics  he  is  a  firm  adherent  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  united  in  marriage  Septem- 
ber 17,  1 87 1,  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  to  Miss 
Rosa  A.  Corbally.  One  child  has  been  born  to 
them:  Alice  B..  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
T.  Grout,  of  Newport,  Vermont,  by  whom  she 
has  two  children,  William  YV.  and  Rosanna 
Augusta  Grout. 

H.  C.  YVHITE. 

H.  C.  White,  of  North  Bennington,  widely 
known  as  a  manufacturer  of  lenses  and  stereo- 
scopes, is  a  son  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Castle' 
White,  and  was  born  in  North  Bennington,  De- 
cember 25.  1847.  After  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  moved, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  the  city  of 
New  Y  ork,  where  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  B.  G.  Surdam  for  the  manufacture  of  stereo- 
scopes and  lenses.  There  he  remained  four  years, 
and  after  acquiring  the  necessary  skill  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  town,  where  he  started  a 
similar  line  of  business.  Tn  1877  he  removed  to 
his  present  location,  where  he  had  erected  a  large 
plant,  and  successfully  carried  on  the  business  of 


manufacturing  lenses,  writing  desks  and  stereo- 
scopes. In  1886  his  entire  establishment  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  but  he  immediately  erected  a 
larger  plant,  and  he  has  ever  since  enjoyed  an 
uninterrupted  career  of  prosperity.  He  has  in- 
vented several  improvements  in  stereoscopes, 
which  he  patented,  gaining  a  monopoly  of  the 
stereoscopic  business.  In  1898  the  making  of 
stereoscopic  views  was  added  to  the  business  of 
the  H.  C.  White  Company,  and  Mr.  YY'hite  and 
his  three  sons,  Messrs.  Harry  C,  Clarence  YY  .  and 
I..  Ray  YY'hite,  all  of  whom  are  photographic 
artists,  in  conjunction  with  other  men  employed 
tor  the  same  service,  have  traveled  all  over  the 
world  in  securing  interesting  and  instructive  pho- 
tographic views  for  stereoscopic  purpose,  and  so 
well  directed  have  their  efforts  been  that  the  work 
of  the  firm  has  obtained  recognition  throughout 
the  world,  both  for  the  comprehensiveness  of  their 
collection  of  views  as  well  as  the  artistic  merit, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  the  making  of  these 
views  is  now  the  significant  feature  of  the  busi- 
ness, necessitating  the  enlargement  of  the  plant 
and  the  increase  of  the  force  of  employes. 

Mr.  YY'hite  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mar- 
rie  L,,  daughter  of  YY'illiam  YY'atson,  of  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  and  they  have  had  six  children. 

HON.  HOMER  CHARLES  ROYCE. 

The  Hon.  Homer  Charles  Royce,  of  St.  Al- 
bans, Vermont,  belongs  to  a  family  which  for 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half  has  been  a  potent 
factor  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
Green  Mountain  state.  Stephen  Royce,  the  earli- 
est historic  forefather  of  this  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily, emigrated  from  Cornwall.  Connecticut,  to 
Tinmouth.  Vermont,  in  1774.  and  was  one  of  the 
delegates  from  that  town  to  the  convention  as- 
sembled at  Cephas  Kent's  in  Dorset,  July,  1774, 
which  declared  Yenuont  to  lie  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent su.te.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
served  in  the  American  army  with  the  rank  of 
major. 

Stephen  Royce.  Jr..  sou  of  Major  Stephen 
Royce.  was  born  July  8.  1764.  in  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut. He  also  rendered  excellent  service  to 
his  countrv  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  which  he 
enrcrt-d  at  an  early  age.  and  in  which  he  contin- 
ued for  a  period  not  definitely  ascertained.  Rc- 
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siiling  in  Tinmouth  until  1791.  he  removed  with 
his  family  in  that  year  to  the  new  town  of  Berk- 
shire, in  Franklin  county,  where,  in  1792.  he 
commenced  to  hew  a  farm  out  of  the  wilderness. 
Only  two  clearings  preceded  his.  and  in  1799  he 
constructed  the  first  frame  dwelling  that  was 
raisc«l  in  the  town,  and  made  it  his  home  until 
the  close  of  his  useful  career.  To  Stephen  Rovce 
the  municipal  organization  of  the  town  of  Berk- 
shire in  1794  is  mainly  attributable,  and,  very  fit- 
tingly, he  was  the  first  representative  of  its  citi- 
zens to  the  general  assembly  in  the  same  year. 
In  following  years  he  was  frequently  re-elected, 
and  was.  all  his  life,  among  the  conspicuous  cit- 
izens of  Vermont.  lie  married.  December  8. 
1785,  Minerva,  daughter  of  F.benezer  Marvin,  of 
Tmmouth,  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  and  was  a  member  of  the  first 
council  of  censors,  which  assembled  in  1785.  He 
was  also  chief  judge  of  the  county  courts  for  the 
counties  of  Rutland,  Chittenden  and  Franklin. 
Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rovce  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  reached  maturity.  He 
himself  died  July  13,  1833. 

Stephen  Rovce,  son  of  Stephen  and  Minerva 
(Marvin)  Rovce,  was  born  August  12,  1787.  in 
Tinmouth,  and  at  the  age  of  four  years  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  the  town  of  Berkshire,  where 
there  were  at  the  time  only  two  other  families. 
His  early  education  was  received  in  the  grammar 
schools  of  Addison  county,  and  later  he  became 
a  student  in  Middlebury  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1807,  being  one  of  seven, 
some  of  whom  attained  to  eminence.  Twice  was 
he  interrupted  in  his  academical  and  collegiate 
course  by  the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  farm 
to  work,  and  made  his  journey  back  to  college  on 
foot,  with  packages  of  furs  secured  in  the  wilder- 
ness, from  which  he  obtained  the  money  for  the 
purchase  of  necessary  books.  After  graduating 
at  the  ago  of  twenty,  he  taught  school  for  one 
year,  and  then  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  ma- 
ternal uncle,  Ebenezer  Marvin.  Jr..  with  whom 
he  was  afterward  in  partnership  for  a  few  years. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Franklin  county  bar.  and 
first  practiced  at  Hast  Berkshire,  where  he  re- 
mained  two  years,  then  for  six  years  was  at  Shel- 
don, and  in  18 17  went  to  St.  Albans,  where  he 
pursued'  his  profession  with  ever  increasing  suc- 
e-><  until  he  was  called  to  the  bench.    In  1S1 5 


and  1816  he  represented  the  town  of  Sheldon  in 
the  state  legislature,  and  in  1822-23-24,  that  of 
St.  Albans,  acting  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
stitutional convention  in  1822.  During  the  years 
1816  and  1 81 7  he  was  state's  attorney  of  Frank- 
lin county,  and  in  the  former  year  was  a  member 
of  the  legislative  committee  that  made  a  strong 
report  in  favor  of  adopting  the  constitutional 
amendment  proposed  bv  Xorth  Carolina  for 
choosing  both  presidential  electors  and  congress- 
men by  the  district  system.  In  1825  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  V  ermont,  and  the  following  year  was  re- 
elected. He  was  again  elected  in  1827,  but,  tor 
personal  and  domestic  reasons,  declined  to  serve. 
In  1829  he  was  again  placed  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state,  and,  by  repeated  re- 
elections,  most  of  which  were  unanimous,  was 
continued  in  office  until  1852,  thus  giving  twenty- 
three,  years  of  his  life  to  judicial  service,  a  term 
equalled  only  by  that  of  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Ross. 
In  1833  he  left  St.  Albans,  and  again  took  up  his 
residence  in  East  Berkshire,  which  was  his  home 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  1846,  ujKMt  the  retirment  of  Judge  W  illiams 
from  the  bench,  Judge  Rovce  was  unanimously 
elected  chief  justice,  and  was  five  times  annually 
re-elected.  In  1852  he  positively  declined  a  re- 
election, with  the  intention  of  passing  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in  the  retirement  of  his  farm 
in  Fast  Berkshire,  but  the  same  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  chairman  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  authorized  by  resolution  of  the 
legislature  to  re|JOrt  such  provisions  and  amend- 
ments in  regard  to  pleadings  and  practice  in  the 
Vermont  courts  as,  in  their  judgment,  might  be 
desirable.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill  in  Congress,  the  Whigs  of  Vermont 
met  in  convention  at  Rutland,  to  nominate  state 
officials,  and  at  the  same  time  to  declare  their  po- 
litick sentiments  in  regard  to  this  act.  Judge 
Rovce,  who  had  always  been  a  consistent  Whig 
received  the  nomination  for  governor  of  the  state. 
( >si-nr  L.  Shatter  being  nominated  for  lieutenant 
governor.  The  latter  declined  the  nomination, 
owing  to  his  contemplated  removal  from  the  state, 
whereujH»n  Kyland  Fletcher  was  made  a  candi- 
date in  his  place.  The  fact  that  both  candidates 
had  been  in  sympathy  with  the  abolitionists, 
joined  to  (he  tenor  of  the  platform,  was  conducive 
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to  the  consolidation  and  firm  union  of  the  Whig 
anil  the  anti-slavery  (popularly  confounded  with 
the  abolitionist)  elements.  The  convention,  in- 
asmuch as  it  marked  the  inception  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  Vermont,  has  been  properly  called 
the  first  convention  of  that  party  in  the  state, 
f  rom  this  fact  it  follows  that  Stephen  Royce  was 
the  first  Republican  governor  elected  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  state  committee  appointed  by  this 
comention  called  the  next  annual  convention  as 
a  convention  of  the  Republican  party.  Judge 
Royce's  majority  was  about  eleven  thousand,  and 
in  1855  he  was  re-elected  by  an  equally  decisive 
numlier  of  voles.  His  administration  showed  the 
same  strict  adherence  to  principle  and  devotion 
to  high  ideals  which  marked  his  whole  career. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  of  office  Judge 
Rovce  retired  to  private  life,  passing  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  in  a  serene  and  well  earned  con- 
tentment, in  the  enjoyment  of  literature  and  social 
amenities,  and  cheered  by  the  affectionate  care 
which  he  received  from  his  kindred,  for,  al- 
though he  never  married,  his  declining  years 
were  attended  by  a  nephew  and  a  niece.  He  was 
possessed  of  fine  literary  tastes,  and  was  a  clear 
and  forceful  writer.  He  made  extensive  re- 
searches into  local  history,  inspired  thereto  by 
his  strong  local  attachments,  and  late  in  life  wrote 
a  history  of  the  town  of  Berkshire.  In  1837  the 
University  of  Vermont  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  His  death 
took  place  November  11,  1868. 

Not  long  after  the  decease  of  Judge  Royce, 
a  memoir  of  him  was  written  by  a  contem|X)rary 
on  the  bench,  which  possesses  a  peculiar  interest 
as  showing  how  this  distinguished  man  was  re- 
garded by  one  who  was  intimately  associated  with 
him  in  his  professional  capacity,  and  who.  as  the 
result  of  long  and  close  observation,  gives  the 
following  estimate  of  his  eminent  colleague's 
|x:>wi  rs  and  personality  : 

"Though  shrinking  modesty  was  one  of  the 
most  noticeable  of  his  personal  qualities,  early  in 
professional  life  he  came  to  Ik*  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  highly  endowed  and  thoroughly  acconi- 
p'ished  jurists  of  his  years,  and  his  services  were 
rnli'ted  in  association  or  conflict  with  most  of  the 
modern  and  eminent  lawyers  of  the  state,  as 
AMis.  Swift.  Marsh,  Fdmunds.  Prentiss.  F.ver- 
ett.  Bradley  and  others.    In  his  twenty-one  years 


as  judge  he  impressed  himself  upon  the  profes- 
sional and  public  judgment  of  the  state  as  one  of 
the  able  ami  accomplished  jurists  who  have  given 
strength  and  a  good  name  to  the  judiciary  of  Ver- 
mont. Though  his  mildness  of  temper  and  kind- 
ness of  feeling  detract  somewhat  from  that  ef- 
fective energy  which  characterized  some  of  his 
eminent  contemporaries  and  successors,  still  he 
held  the  wavering  balance  of  justice  with  a  strong 
hand,  and  permitted  only  law  and  the  testimony  to 
bear  upon  his  judicial  administration.  It  is  true 
that  he  was  affected  with  a  delicate  sensitiveness 
as  to  the  feelings  of  others,  and  this  rendered  it 
painful  to  him  to  pronounce  a  formal  opinion  and 
judgments  upon  questions  involving  imj>ort- 
ant  pecuniary  or  personal  interests;  yet 
such  judgments  and  opinions  were  formed, 
held  and  pronounced  by  him  without  any 
mixture  of  misgiving  or  tinge  of  passion 
arising  from  considerations  aside  from  the  law 
and  the  testimony.  The  quality  and  extent  of  his 
learning  in  the  law.  and  the  exquisite  refinement 
of  his  mind  and  taste  as  a  jurist  are  most  strik- 
ingly evinced  in  enduring  example  and  illustra- 
tion in  the  opinions  drawn  up  by  him  and  con- 
tained in  the  Vermont  Reports  from  Volume  1  to 
Volume  24.  which  are  regarded  as  the  most  per- 
fect specimens  of  judicial  literature  contained  in 
the  law  reports,  in  one  respect  surpassing  even 
the  renowned  opinions  of  Judge  Prentiss;  name- 
ly :  In  the  quality  of  a  comprehensiveness  that 
never  transcended  the  scope  of  the  case  in  hand, 
to  partake  of  the  character  of  essays  upon  the 
subject  as  well  as  of  an  opinion  of  the  court  in 
the  case." 

F.lihu  Marvin  Royce,  son  of  Stephen  and  Min- 
erva (Marvin)  Royce,  and  brother  of  Judge  Ste- 
phen Royce,  was  l»ru  July  19,  1793,  in  Berk- 
shire, being  the  first  white  child  who  saw  the  light 
in  die  new  settlement.  He  was  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  many  local  offices,  and  was  held 
in  high  esteem  as  a  thoroughly  competent  and 
successful  manager  of  town  affairs.  He  married 
Sophronia,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Parker, 
the  fir>t  settled  minister  in  Underbill,  and  subse- 
quently known  for  long  years  throughout  a  wide 
region  as  a  Congregational  minister  in  Fnosburg, 
\  ermont.  The  date  of  the  marriage  was  <  >c- 
tober  20.  1 8 to.  and  one  son  and  two  daughters 
were  the  issue  of  the  union.    Mr.  Royce  fell  a  vic- 
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tim  to  a  destructive  fever,  and  died  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1826,  l>eforc  he  had  reached  the  close 
of  his  thirty-third  year. 

Homer  E.  Royce,  only  son  of  Elihu  Marvin 
and  Sophronia  (Parker)  Royce,  was  born  June 
14,  181Q,  in  East  Berkshire,  Vermont.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood, 
and  supplemented  the  excellent  elementary  educa- 
tion received  therein  by  study  in  the  St.  Albans 
and  Enosburg  academies.  From  the  age  of  eight 
years  be  was  reared  by  his  uncle,  Judge  Stephen 
Royce.  The  means  to  maintain  him  were  scanty, 
and  in  bis  schooldays  lie  was  not  unused  to  phys- 
ical toil  about  his  uncle's  home.  His  ambition 
was  sufficient  to  carry  him  through  his  studies 
without  weakening  his  determination  to  In-come 
a  lawyer.  With  this  end  in  view  he  began  the 
study  of  the  history,  literature,  principles  and 
applications  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas 
Childs,  in  Berkshire,  in  1842,  and  in  1844,  after 
adequate  examination,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Immediately  thereafter  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  preceptor,  which  continued  for  two  or 
three  years,  when  Mr.  Childs  moved  to  .New 
York,  leaving  all  his  practice  to  Mr.  Royce.  He 
next  associated  himself  with  a  relative  named 
lk-n.an  S.  Royce.  for  about  the  same  length  of 
time.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  latter  business 
relation  he  practiced  professionally  on  his  own  ac- 
count. During  the  whole  of  his  early  practice 
Mr.  Royce  was  a  resident  of  East  Berkshire. 

In  1846  and  1847  he  represented  the  town  of 
Berkshire  in  the  state  legislature,  and  at  the  same 
time  held  the  office  of  state's  attorney  for  Frank- 
lin county.  While  a  member  of  the  state  legis- 
lature he  officiated  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  railroads,  and  also  as  a  meml>er  of  tin 
judiciary  committee.  Much  of  bard  and  anxious 
work  was  performed  by  the  first  body.  The  rail- 
roads were  then  in  their  incipieney,  and  several  im- 
portant questions  sprang  up  in  connection  with 
them,  demanding  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  shrewd 
sagacitv  in  their  solution.  His  next  legislative 
experience  was  in  the  senate  of  the  state,  to 
which  he  was  elected  from  Franklin  county  in 
the  years  of  1840,  1850  and  1851.  During  these 
years  ho  was  a  member  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee and  in  one  of  them  served  as  its  chairman. 
In  1854  he  made  a  tour  of  the  state,  speaking  in 


support  of  Alvah  Sabin,  who  was  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  congressman. 

In  1856  Hon.  H.  E.  Royce  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Sabin  as  a  member  of  the  thirty-fifth 
Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  third  dis- 
trict of  Vermont,  receiving  (>. 1 14  votes  against 
3.134  cast  for  his  competitor.  He  returned  to 
the  thirty-sixth  Congress,  second  term,  receiving 
7,418  votes  against  3,280  cast  for  the  unsuccess- 
ful candidate.  Jn  the  national  bouse  of  repre- 
sentatives he  served  in  the  important  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  among  his  fellows  in  this 
subordinate  body  were  Messrs.  Branch,  of  North 
Carolina;  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi;  Sickles,  of 
New  York,  and  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  the  last  named 
being  chairman  of  the  committee.  Although  the 
youngest  member  of  the  house  while  serving  his 
first  congressional  term,  he  was  by  no  means  1111  in- 
fluential or  silent.  As  in  the  Vermont  legislature, 
of  which  he  had  Im-cu  the  youngest  member  in 
his  firs',  period  of  service,  it  was  discovered  that  he 
held  clear  and  definite  convictions  on  all  mat- 
ters of  import  to  the  public,  and  that  his  opin- 
ions had  been  carefully  elaborated.  This  was  ap- 
parent in  his  speech  on  the  Cuban  question,  which 
at  that  ejwh  profoundly  agitated  the  whole 
country.  He  became  intimate  with  such  anti- 
slavery  leaders  as  Owen  I.ovejoy,  Galusha  A. 
Grow,  Joshua  R.  Giddings.  Thaddeus  Stevens 
and  others,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  ex- 
citing legislative  proceedings  which  heralded  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 

In  1861  lie  was  returned  to  the  state  senate 
by  the  citizens  of  Franklin  county  and  served 
therein  as  chairman  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee. During  the  eight  years  succeeding  his  con- 
gressional service  be  retired  to  the  old  home- 
stead, giving  his  time  and  attention  to  the  care 
of  the  involved  affairs  of  his  venerable  uncle. 
About  this  time  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
estate,  wheh  has  always  remained  in  the  familv. 
hi  he  was  again  chosen  to  membership  in 

the  Vermont  senate  ami  in  1870  removed  to  St. 
Albans,  receiving  in  the  same  year  due  and  hon- 
orable recognition  of  his  cultured  legal  abilities 
in  an  election  :is  associate  justice  to  the  1*-nch  of 
the  Vermont  supreme  court,  to  succeed  Hon. 
W.  C.  Ni'sop.  This  position  he  retained  by  vir- 
tue of  con^-cmive  elections  until  1882,  when  he 
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was  appointed  by  Governor  Eamham  to  the  post 
of  chief  justice,  vacated  by  the  decease  of  Judge 
Picrpoint.  Tie  received  this  appointment  thirty 
years  after  his  distinguished  uncle  had  relin- 
quished the  same  position.  He  was  later  elected 
to  the  same  dignity  by  the  legislature.  The  office 
of  chief  judge  he  continued  to  hold,  by  successive 
re-elections,  until  his  voluntary  retirement  in 
1890. 

Among  the  more  noteworthy  decisions  of 
Judge  Royce  in  his  long  and  beneficent  judicial 
administration,  is  that  delivered  as  chancellor  ex- 
officio  in  1873,  in  the  case  of  the  Vermont  and 
Canada  Railroad  Company  vs.  the  Vermont  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  et  al. ;  also  that,  as  judge 
in  the  case  of  the  state  of  Vermont  vs.  John  P. 
Phair.  The  defendant  in  this  instance  was  in- 
dicted for  murder.  The  question  of  the  disquali- 
fication of  jurors,  also  w  hat  constitutes  an  expert, 
and  sundry  questions  of  evidence,  received 
thorough  discussion  by  Judge  Royce.  Other  de- 
cisions, such  as  that  in  the  case  of  State  vs. 
Carlton,  for  manslaughter,  in  which  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  res  gestae  he  ruled  in  favor  of  the 
defendant ;  that  of  the  state  vs.  Hopkins  for  for- 
gery, in  which  the  admissibility  of  expert  testi- 
mony as  to  handw  riting  was  involved ;  of  the 
State  vs.  Edwin  C.  Havden,  for  the  murder  of 
his  wife,  in  which  were  questions  on  the  dis- 
qualification of  a  juror,  and  also  on  expert  tes- 
timony concerning  insanity,  and  in  which  the 
court  sustained  the  conviction  of  the  accused, 
who  was  afterward  hanged ;  Canfield  vs.  An- 
drew, involving  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  in 
which  he  decided  that  mill  owners  cannot  throw 
refuse  into  streams  to  the  prejudice  of  riparian 
owners  whose  lands  lie  below  theirs — -are  often 
quoted.  The  most  celebrated  case  in  which  Chief 
Judge  Rovce  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
was  that  of  James  R.  Eangdon  et  al.  vs.  the  Ver- 
mont and  Canada  Railroad  Company  et  al.  The  is- 
sue between  the  contestants  was  entirely  novel 
in  the  course  of  railroad  litigation,  and  Judge 
Royce"s  exposition  of  the  law  as  it  f*>rc  on  the 
points  at  issue  was  clear  and  decisive. 

Judge  Royce  was  active  and  successful  in  the 
attempt  to  secure  a  charter  tor  the  construction 
of  the  Missisquoi  Railroad  from  St.  Albans  to 
Rich  for*  1.  and  also  in  the  work  of  construction  it- 
self.   In  1882  he  received  from  tin-  l'niversity 


of  Vermont  and  State  Agricultural  College  the 
honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  The  distinction  was 
richly  deserved  both  by  his  intelligent  and  effi- 
cient services  as  a  legislator  in  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Vermont  and  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  less  by  his  enlightened  and 
equitable  decisions  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state.  Judge  Royce  always 
enjoyed  a  large  measure  of  popularity  among 
the  members  of  the  Vermont  bar,  by  whom  Ins 
legal  attainments  were  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
His  accurate  judgment  of  human  nature  and  ac- 
tions, under  given  circumstances,  and  his  ability 
to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff  in  a  legal 
contest,  combined  to  render  him  the  ideal  jurist, 
and  as  chancellor  he  had  the  settling  of  various 
and  difficult  suits  arising  out  of  the  conflict  be- 
tween the  Vermont  &  Canada  and  the  Vermont 
Central  railroads,  a  litigation  involving  much 
labor.  In  these  cases  his  decisions  in  all  of  their 
important  aspects  were  indorsed  by  the  full 
bench. 

Judge  Royce  married,  January  23,  1851, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Charles  Edmunds,  of  P.oston. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them:  Stephen  E., 
Homer  Charles,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter, 
and  Mary  Louise. 

The  death  of  Judge  Royce,  which  occurred 
April  24.  1891,  at  his  home  in  St.  Albans,  closed 
a  life  filled  with  beneficent  labors  and  well  merited 
honors. 

Homer  Charles  Royce,  son  of  the  Hon.  Homer 
E.  and  Mary  (Edmunds)  Royce  and  fifth  in  lin- 
eal descent  from  Major  Stephen  Royce, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  Vermont,  was  horn 
February  \(\  1804,  in  tEast  Berkshire,  Vermont. 
His  elementary  education  was  received  in  the  pri- 
vate schools  and  high  school  of  St.  Albans  and 
the  L'niversity  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1884  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts.  Deciding  to  devote  himself  to  the 
profession  in  which  his  father  and  his  uncle  had 
won  distinction,  he  read  law  with  S.  E.  Royce 
and  later  with  Xoblc  &  Smith,  one  of  the  leading 
law  firms  of  St.  Albans,  pursuing  at  the  same  time 
a  course  of  study  at  Columbia  Law  school.  In 
October,  1 8*7,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
remained  in  St.  Albans  until  the  following  spring, 
when  he  removed  for  a  time  to  Vergennes  and 
later  to  Middlebury,  where  he  practiced  until 
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September.  1891,  when  he  returned  to  St.  Albans, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  his  practice  being 
largely  of  a  civil  character.    From  January  1. 

to  May  1,  1900,  he  was  associated  with 
the  Hon.  C.  P.  Hogan,  as  the  firm  of  Hogan  & 
Royce.  at  St.  Albans. 

Mr.  Rovce  has  never  sought  political  prefer- 
ment, but  has  sometimes  been  drawn  by  his  as- 
sociates into  the  arena  of  public  life,  and  while 
at  Middlebury  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in 
campaigning;.  He  there  filled  the  office  of  town 
grand  juror,  and  after  coming  to  St.  Albans, 
sened  as  president  of  the  village  before  the  in- 
corporation of  the  present  city,  having  been  elect- 
ed in  the  spring  of  1895  and  re-elected  in  1896. 
He  was  for  a  short  time  a  member  of  the  pru- 
dential committee  of  the  old  village  government 
and  since  the  organization  of  the  city,  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  school  commissioners  from 
i8o/>  to  1902.  Mr.  Royce's  fellow-citizens  showed 
their  appreciation  of  his  labors  in  their  behalf  and 
testified  to  the  esteem  in  which  they  held  him 
by  electing  him,  in  1900,  senator  from  Franklin 
county.  While  a  member  of  the  legislature  he 
served  on  the  judiciary  committee  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  education.  He  is  one 
of  the  committee  of  three,  including  himself,  the 
state  librarian,  and  Supreme  Court  Judge  Sen- 
eca Hazelton,  appointed  to  prepare  a  new  digest 
of  the  supreme  court  reports.  Mr.  Royce  is  the 
working  member  of  this  committee,  the  la1>or  of 
which  has  been  for  some  time  in  progress  and  is 
not  yet  completed. 

Mr.  Royce  is  a  member  of  the  State  Bar  As- 
sociation, in  which,  for  one  year,  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  vice  president.  While  at  college  he  be- 
longed to  the  Delta  Psi,  and  at  graduation  was 
elected  to  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  societv.  Mr. 
Rovce  married.  October  31,  1888.  Christiana  M.. 
daughter  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Burgess, 
bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Quincy,  Illinois.  They 
have  two  children,  Alexander  P.urgess  and  Edith 
Edmunds. 

LEROY  W.  P. A IX) WIN. 

T.cRoy  Wilbur  Baldwin,  president  of  the  Em- 
pire State  Trust  Company  of  Xew  York  city, 
and  either  president  or  director  of  a  score  of 
other  financial  and  commercial  corporations,  i> 


a  fine  type  of  the  modern  master  of  large  affairs, 
who  has  grown  out  of  the  phenomenal  business 
evolution  which  has  marked  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  of  American  business  history.  He  is  a 
native  of  Vermont,  l>orn  in  Rutland,  October  31, 
1865.  and  is  vet  in  the  prime  of  his  early  man- 
hood, although  he  has  already  accomplished  re- 
sults and  attained  a  prominence  which  a  genera- 
tion or  two  ago  would  have  been  deemed  a  re- 
markable reward  for  an  entire  and  long  life  of 
busy  effort.  He  entered  upon  his  business  career 
at  the  boyish  age  of  fourteen,  when  lie  left  the 
public  schools  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Howe 
Scale  Company,  in  Rutland,  in  the  capacity  of 
assistant  cashier.  From  the  first  he  afforded 
every  evidence  of  a  genuine  talent  for  financial 
affairs,  and  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  cashier- 
ship,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  posi- 
tion with  entire  capability  until  January,  1883. 
when,  in  quest  of  a  larger  field,  he  located  in 
Xew  York  city.  There  he  became  associated  with 
Erastus  Wiman  in  the  organization  of  the  Ameri- 
can Automatic  Weighing  Machine  Company.  Mr. 
Baldwin  subsequently  established  offices  in  Lon- 
don, England,  and  as  managing  director  ha*  since 
conducted  the  business  of  the  company  in  the 
United  States. 

From  the  time  of  his  locating  in  Xew  York, 
Mr.  Baldwin  has  rapidly  come  to  the  front  and  to 
the  side  of  many  of  the  most  masterly  financiers 
and  business  men  in  the  metropolis,  and  has  aided 
in  the  inauguration  and  development  of  various 
itn|>ortant  enterprises.  One  of  the  chief  of  these  is 
the  Empire  State  Trust  Company,  located  at  Xo. 
88  Wall  street.  This  institution,  of  which  he  is 
president,  comprises  in  its  directorate  such  promi- 
nent capitalists  and  business  men  as  Clement  A. 
C.riscom,  Jr.,  of  the  International  Mercantile  Ma- 
rine Company;  C.  M.  Higgins,  of  the  Standard 
<  )il  Company :  Robert  E.  Jennings,  vice  president 
of  the  Crucible  Steel  Company  of  America;  Dun- 
can D.  Parmly,  president  of  the  Phenix  Xational 
Bank,  of  Xew  York ;  John  C.  Kelley,  and  others 
equally  prominent  in  large  affairs.  The  institu- 
tion with  which  these  gentlemen  are  thus  con- 
nected is  based  upon  a  capital  and  surplus  of 
one  million  dollars.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  also  actively 
interested  in  numerous  other  corporations.  He 
is  president  and  director  of  the  Tubular  Dispatch 
Company :  director  of  the  Phenix  Xational  Bank 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


38i 


of  Now  York  city,  one  of  the  oldest  banks  in  the 
city,  having  been  established  in  the  year  181 2; 
treasurer  and  director  of  the  National  Automatic 
Weighing  Company;  treasurer  and  director  of 
the  Manhattan  Introduction  Company ;  treasurer 
and  director  of  the  International  Mercantile 
Agency;  a  director  in  the  United  States  Title 
Guaranty  and  Indemnity  Company,  the  Oppen- 
heimer  Institute,  the  Standard  Wood  Products 
Company,  the  Xew  Amsterdam  Casualty  Com- 
pany, the  Hall  Signal  Company,  the  Corporate 
Securities  Company,  and  the  Xew  York  Mail 
and  Newspaper  Transportation  Company,  all  of 
New  York ;  president  and  director  of  the  Rutland 
&  Woodstock  Railroad;  a  director  in  the  Ver- 
mont &  Whitehall  Railroad;  a  director  in  •the 
Florida  Palmetto  Company ;  and  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  American  Automatic  Weighing  Ma- 
chine Company,  limited,  of  London,  England. 

The  enumeration  of  the  foregoing  great  cor- 
porations with  which  Mr.  Baldwin  is  intimately 
and  actively  associated  is  complete  attestation  of 
his  possession  of  managerial  gifts  of  the  highest 
order.  His  career  may  be  characterized  in  all 
truthfulness  as  remarkable,  nor  can  his  abundant 
success  be  attributed  to  any  fortuitous  condi- 
tions, but  solely  to  the  self-development  of  his 
natural  abilities.  From  his  earliest  years  he  had 
habituated  himself  to  the  devotion  of  all  his  ener- 
gies to  the  task  in  hand,  and  he  schooled  himself 
to  that  complete  concentration  which  made  him 
master  of  all  conditions  before  him,  enabling  him 
to  meet  them  with  such  prq>aredness  as  would 
lead  one  who  knew  not  his  character  to  deem 
him  almost  possessed  of  powers  of  foreknowl- 
edge. Despite  the  multiplicity  of  his  business 
duties,  he  also  finds  opportunity  for  various  so- 
cial amenities,  and  his  fine  companionable  quali- 
ties and  broad  general  information  afford  him 
high  popularity  in  several  prominent  organiza- 
tions, among  them  the  lawyers'  Club,  the  Turf 
and  Field  Club,  the  Suburban  Riding  and  Driving 
Club  and  the  Hardware  Club. 

Mr.  Baldwin  married  Miss  Ella  I.ucilc.  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Louis  W.  Field,  a  prominent 
broker  of  New  York  city.  Of  this  union  was 
born  a  daughter,  who  is  named  for  the  mother. 
The  family  make  their  home  in  an  elegant  resi- 
dence at  No.  8  East  Seventeenth  street.  New 
York  city. 


HON.  JOSEPH  E.  MANLEY. 

Judge  Joseph  E.  Manley,  of  West  Rutland, 
Vermont,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Rutland  county,  to  which  his  grand- 
father. Eli  Manley,  a  native  of  Easton,  Massa- 
chusetts, removed  at  an  early  date,  establishing 
his  home  in  Chittenden.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
brought  with  him  his  wife  and  the  following 
named  children ;  Elt,  who  was  a  farmer  in  the 
town  of  Chittenden ;  Rebecca,  who  married  Will- 
iam Nutting,  who  died  in  Brandon,  where  they 
lived ;  Elizabeth ;  Fohes,  mentioned  hereinafter, 
and  Annie. 

Fobes  Manley,  son  of  Eli  Manley,  was  born 
in  Easton,  Massachusetts,  and  came  with  his  fa- 
ther to  Oiittenden,  Rutland  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  shoemaker.  Later 
he  removed  to  Proctor,  where  he  engaged  in  tan- 
ning, jobbing  and  the  real  estate  business,  and  he 
owned  at  one  time  the  site  of  the  present  build- 
ings of  the  Vermont  Marble  Company.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  a  farm  in  Pittsford.  The  old 
homestead  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  is  still 
standing,  and  is  the  home  of  Mr.  Manley 's  son, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  two  of  the  latter's  sisters. 
Mr.  Manley  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  com- 
munity, a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.  He  was 
stern  in  discipline  and  of  sterling  religious  char- 
acter, leaving  the  impress  of  his  teachings  upon 
the  minds  of  his  children.  He  married  Wealthy, 
daughter  of  John  Hill,  of  Hubbard  ton,  Vermont, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children :  Rhoda  married  Elijah  S.  Mead, 
a  farmer  and  quarrvmau  of  West  Rutland  and 
Pittsford ;  Albert  was  superintendent  of  quarries, 
and  lived  at  Proctor,  and  later  at  Sudbury  and 
Middlebury,  and  who  is  living  at  eighty-six  years  ; 
he  married  Martha  Bickley.  of  New  Hampshire. 
Randall  C.  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  Cyrus  Dana  died  on  the  old  homestead 
about  1870,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  unmarried. 
Martha,  died  at  thirty  years,  unmarried.  Almina, 
lives  on  the  homestead,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
unmarried.  Janies  IT.  removed  to  Illinois,  mar- 
ried Julia  Blevin,  and  was  the  father  of  two 
children,  who,  with  their  parents,  are  now  de- 
ceased. William  Hill  died  at  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  unmarried.    Joseph  E.  is  mentioned  at 
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length  hereinafter.  Mary  A.  married  William 
Stevens,  and  lived  at  Fort  Ann,  Xew  York,  and 
later  in  Nebraska,  and  died  in  Fittsford,  Vermont, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  March,  1902;  her  hus- 
band was  a  farmer  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
three  children :  Norman  G.,  Nellie  C,  and  Man- 
ley  S.  Benjamin  Franklin  is  a  farmer  residing 
on  the  homestead  and  married  Caroline  Brown. 
Helen  E.  diet!  unmarried.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  on  the  homestead,  December  24,  1875, 
at  the  ag.-  of  eighty-two  years,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived to  the  same  age. 

Joseph  E.  Manlev,  son  of  Fobes  and  Wealthy 
(Hill)  Man  ley,  was  born  February  15,  1831,  at 
Proctor,  then  Sutherland  Falls,  in  the  old  town 
of  Rutland,  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  where  he 
was  educated  in  the  common  and  select  schools 
of  Fittsford  and  Chittenden.  After  attaining  his 
majority,  being  desirous  of  higher  educational 
advantages,  he  entered  Castleton  Seminary,  then 
a  leading  institution,  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev. 
E.  J.  Hallock.  While  a  student  at  the  seminary, 
he  supported  himself  by  teaching  school  in  the 
winter,  and  employing  his  vacations  in  farm  la- 
bor. In  1854  he  graduated,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  the  marble  business.  He  is  recognized 
as  an  ex]>ert  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  deposits 
and  working  of  this  stone  and  has  accomplished 
much  for  the  development  of  the  marble  industry. 
He  is  author  of  an  article  on  the  "Marbles  of  Rut- 
land County,"  embodied  in  the  first  report  of 
Professor  Collier,  of  the  Vermont  board  of  ag- 
riculture, and  which  is  an  exhaustive  treatise 
upon  the  subject. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  Mr.  Manley  was 
chosen  justice  of  the  peace  tor  Rutland  county, 
and  he  received  the  high  compliment  of  thirteen 
consecutive  elections.  During  this  long  period 
he  tried  many  hundred  cases,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  and  his  decisions  were  characterized  by 
such  impartiality  and  excellent  knowledge  of  law 
that  jury  trials  were  resorted  to  in  only  two  in- 
stances, and  only  one  appeal  from  his  decision 
was  reversed  in  the  county  court.  During  his 
term  of  service  he  secured  a  small  but  well  se- 
lected library,  and  occupied  his  leisure  hours 
with  the  study  of  the  law.  In  1874  he  entered 
the  office  of  Hon.  C.  H.  Joyce,  of  Rutland,  and 
at  the  March  term  of  the  following  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Rutland  county  bar,  since  which 


time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice,  his 
services  having  been  especially  sought  in  the  set- 
tlement of  estates  as  administrator  ami  commis- 
sioner. For  six  years  prior  to  1892  he  held  the 
office  of  special  prosecutor.  In  1894  lie  was 
elected  judge  of  Rutland  county  court,  and 
served  for  six  years  in  a  manner  entirely  credit- 
able to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  the  public. 

Judge  Manlev  has  ever  been  an  active  and  in- 
telligent laborer  in  religious,  moral  and  educa- 
tional fielfls.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  church  of  West  Rutland  since 
July  4,  1  $60.  and  he  was  for  ten  years  secretary 
of  the  Rutland  County  Temperance  Society,  and 
for  a  considerable  period  he  also  discharged  the 
duties  of  president.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
a  resident  member  of  the  Webster  Histor- 
ical Society  of  Boston,  and,  early  evincing  a  taste 
for  literary  metaphysical  study,  has  written  and 
published  many  articles  on  standard  and  popular 
subjects.  During  a  residence  of  over  thirty  years 
in  West  Rutland,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  promoting  its  welfare  and  prosperity,  and  has 
invested  to  a  large  extent  in  real  estate,  and  has 
erected  many  structures,  both  for  dwellings  and 
business  purposes.  His  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  party. 

Judge  Mauley  married,  August  19,  1857, 
Electa  A.,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Porter,  of  Or- 
well. 

Electa  A.  Manley  was  born  at  Orell,  Addison 
county,  Vermont,  December  29,  1829,  and  died 
at  her  home  on  Clarendon  avenue,  West  Rutland, 
Vermont,  March  7.  1903.  Her  early  education 
was  gained  at  the  common  schools  of  Orwell  and 
vicinity,  and  she  early  became  a  successful  teach- 
er of  the  common  school.  She  entered  Castleton 
Seminary  in  1853.  graduating  from  said  school  in 
185^,  after  which  she  taught  a  private  sc!hk>I 
at  Forest  Hill,  Mississippi,  She  was  a  teacher  of 
pronounced  sentiments,  especially  as  regarded 
slavery,  and  her  northern  patriotism  led  her  often 
into  unpleasant  fields  of  discussion,  especially  as 
those  were  the  days  when  secession  and  rel>cllion 
were  the  constant  themes  of  southern  people.  She 
returned  ea^t  and  was  married  at  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont, Ar.gu*t  19,  j 857.  She  was  for  some  time 
after  her  marriage  a  teacher  of  music  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  West  Rutland.  She  was  a  woman 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  education,  and 
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was  fearless  in  the  advocacy  of  truth  and  right, 
and  she  left  her  impress  and  teaching  upon  the 
character  and  minds  of  her  children.  She  was 
generous  and  philanthropic  in  spirit  and  practice, 
always  anxious  to  contribute  to  the  needy  and 
unfortunate.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  West  Rutland  for 
many  years  and  was  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school 
for  some  time.  She  died  March  7,  1903,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years. 

Two  children  wire  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Mauler:    Wilbur  I\  and  Lillian  E. 

I. -Mian  Eliza  Mauler  has  many  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  her  mother,  is  stem  and  rigid  in 
principle,  an  extensive  reader  and  is  a  leader  in 
social  reform,  an  authority  in  matters  of  history 
and  general  literature,  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  West  Rutland  and  is  interested 
in  leading  reforms,  the  better  interests  of  the 
church  and  in  pursuing  the  interests  of  true  edu- 
cation. 

Wilbur  P.  Mauley,  son  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  E. 
and  Electa  A.  (Porter)  Manley,  was  born  July 
2,v  at  West  Rutland,  and  was  educated  in 

the  Rutland  high  school.  He  began  his  business 
career  by  entering  the  old  Rutland  National  Bank 
as  a  clerk,  later  holding  for  two  or  three  rears 
the  office  of  teller,  when  he  became  manager  of 
the  teh^raph  exchange  in  Rutland  for  one  year. 
In  18X3  he  went  west,  and  the  following  year  sct- 
tlt-d  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  He  there  founded  (he 
Security  National  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  was  elected  cash- 
ier, serving  six  years.  He  was  then  elected  presi- 
dent, an  office  which  he  still  holds.  Since  this 
connection  with  the  bank,  in  which  he  is  a  half 
owner,  the  capital  has  been  increased  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  depos- 
its and  loans  amount  to  over  two  million  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  fifteen  clerks  are 
employed.  Mr.  Manley  is  also  president  of  the 
Wakefield  National  Bank,  at  Wakefield.  Nebras- 
ka, and  president  of  the  Woodbury  County  Sav- 
ings Rank.  He  is  one-half  owner  of  the  Wake- 
field National  Rank  and  also  of  the  Woodbury 
County  Savings  Rank.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  prominent  in  social  circles 
and  a  man  actively  identified  with  all  the  impor- 
tant and  useful  cnteq>rises  of  his  town  as  well 
as  of  the  state.  He  is  a  lil>eral  supporter  of  moral 


agencies  as  well  as  of  commercial  institutions, 
and  it  is  characteristic  of  him  that  he  made  a 
subscription  of  six  thousand  dollars  to  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  and  a  little  later  five 
thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a  packing 
house.  He  is  a  meml>er  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  American  Bankers'  Association. 

Mr.  Manley  married  Era,  daughter  of  Eli 
Richardson,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  who  died  in 
Vjoi,  leaving  half  a  million  dollars  to  his  four 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manley  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Leonard  Richardson  and  Mar- 
garet. 

TIMOTHY  S.  DAILEY. 

Timothy  S.  Dailcy,  a  prominent  and  prosper- 
ous citizen  of  Ludlow,  Vermont,  was  born  April 
5,  1850,  in  Ireland,  whence  his  parents  removed 
to  Canada  a  few  years  later.  Timothy  Dailcy, 
his  father,  came  to  Canada,  where  he  remained 
only  a  short  time,  subsequently  removed  to  Lud- 
low, Vermont,  lteing  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  town,  and  soon  secured  employment  with  the 
Rutland  Railroad  Company.  He  was  the  father 
of  the  following  named  children :  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  Ludlow,  Vermont,  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  baggage  master  of  the  Rutland  Railroad  for 
twenty-fire  years,  and  during  the  Civil  war  served 
in  Company  H.  Tenth  Regiment,  Vermont  Vol- 
unteers, Army  of  the  Potomac,  for  three  years 
and  was  severely  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek  ;  Tim- 
othy S. ;  Michael ;  W  illiam  ;  Patrick,  who  was  em- 
ployed for  twenty  rears  in  the  National  Bureau 
of  Printing  and  Engraving  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
but  was  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  at  the 
time  of  his  death  ;  Charles,  a  resident  of  New 
Hampshire:  Kate,  wife  of  Dennis  Gehan,  a  citi- 
zen of  Ludlow:  Hanora,  unmarried:  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard Knecland ;  Anna,  wife  of  George  Adams,  a 
resident  of  Ft.  Madison.  Iowa.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  her  eighty-first  year. 

Timothy  S.  Dailcy,  second  son  of  Timothy 
Dailev,  attended  the  common  schools  of  Ludlow, 
where  he  acquired  a  practical  education.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  found  employment  on  a 
farm  in  Weathersfield.  Vermont,  where  he  was 
engaged  when  the  war  broke  out.  Being  too 
young  to  join  the  army,  yet  baring  a  taste  for 
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military  life,  he  organized  a  company  of  boys 
of  which  he  was  the  captain.  While  marching 
past  a  neighbor's  house  the  company  halted,  and 
the  young  captain  was  called  upon  for  a  speech, 
and  during  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  assured 
his  hearers  that  if  the  war  was  prolonged  until 
lie  and  his  little  company  were  old  enough,  they 
would  all  enlist. — ami  many  of  them  fulfilled  the 
promise.  -Mr.  Dailey  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  G,  Seventh  Regiment,  they  being  or- 
dered to  join  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  at  Mo- 
bile Point,  Alabama,  where  they  participated  in 
the  capture  of  Mobile;  he  received  a  gunshot 
wound  in  the  arm,  was  sent  to  the  St.  Louis  hos- 
pital to  recuperate,  and  while  an  inmate  of  that 
institution  performed  hospital  duty. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Dailey 
learned  the  dyer's  trade  at  J.  S.  Gill's  woolen 
mills,  at  Ludlow,  and  then  removed  to  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  where  for  eighteen  years  he  followed 
that  occupation,  working  for  the  Xorwalk  Woolen 
Mills.  While  a  resident  of  Stamford,  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  real  estate  business, 
erected  twenty-two  houses  and  still  holds 
considerable  interests  there ;  he  also  loaned 
money  to  the  poor  people  of  the  city,  ami 
since  his  removal  from  there  has  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  aid  them  in  a  pecuniary 
way.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Dailey 
was  obliged  to  remove  to  California,  where  he 
engaged  for  three  vears  in  the  fruit  business,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  in 
1800.  he  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Ludlow. 
Vermont,  where  he  again  resumed  his  former 
occupation,  which  he  has  followed  ever  since. 
For  seven  years  he  was  the  head  workman  for 
the  Black  River  Woolen  Mills  at  Ludlow,  but  at 
the  present  time  (  too})  he  occupies  a  similar 
position  with  the  Ludlow  Woolen  Mills.  In 
1802  Mr.  Dailey  purchased  the  Jacob  Parker 
property,  and  in  1896  erected  Dailey 's  block,  a 
substantial  and  elegantly  finished  building,  thirty- 
six  by  sixty  feet  and  three  stories  in  height.  He 
.  occupied  the  second  story  for  his  own  residence, 
while  the  third  floor  contains  the  sumptuously 
furnished  rooms  of  the  Masonic  order ;  he  is  also 
the  owner  of  the  old  Patrick  homestead,  adjoin- 
ing, and  all  this  valuable  property  has  been  ac- 
quired through  his  own  industry  and  persever- 
ance. 


Politically  Mr.  Dailey  is  a  firm  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  being  elected 
to  serve  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  of  the  village 
and  justice  ot  the  peace.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Hobby  Post  No.  23.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Stam- 
ford, Connecticut,  and  has  been  commander. 
Mr.  Dailey  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Lucy  R.  Pierce,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Maud,  who  died  in  1901,  and  Clare,  a 
telegraph  operator  in  Massachusetts.  By  his  sec- 
ond marriage,  which  occurred  in  1892,  to  Lizzie 
Gilligan.  were  born  two  children,  Marie  and  Mar- 
guerite Dailev. 

ZENAS  H.  ELLIS. 

Zenas  H.  Ellis,  vice  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Fairhaven,  Vermont,  and  a 
prominent  factor  in  the  political  and  agricultural 
interests  of  that  town,  is  a  descendant  of  Barna- 
bas Ellis,  who  was  a  prominent  resident  of  He- 
bron, Connecticut,  in  1767,  but  removed  to  Clare- 
mont,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Elizabeth  Spencer,  in  1769,  this  be- 
ing the  first  marriage  solemnized  in  that  town. 
Barnabas  Ellis  served  in  the  capacity  of  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Continental  army,  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  expedition  under  the  command  of 
Ethan  Allen  against  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  in  1775,  ami  served  as  a  lieutenant  under 
the  command  of  General  Stark  in  the  battle  of 
Bennington,  Vermont,  August  16,  1777.  His 
son,  Barnabas  Ellis,  married  Belinda  Kidder,  of 
Weathcrsfield,  Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Lieuten- 
ant Oliver  Kidder.  Barnabas  Ellis  was  chosen 
three  times  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
legislature. 

Zenas  Clark  Ellis,  a  son  of  the  second  Barna- 
bas Ellis,  and  father  of  Zenas  H.  Ellis,  was  born 
in  Fairhaven.  Vermont,  July  25,  1820,  and  en- 
joyed the  educational  advantages  afforded  by 
the  common  schools  of  that  day.  He  accepter! 
and  creditably  filled  numerous  positions  of  trust 
and  usefulness  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  county 
and  community,  and  in  the  capacity  of  selectman 
and  treasurer  rendered  efficient  and  patriotic  serv- 
ice during  the  war.  In  1847  he  was  elected  one 
of  the  board  of  listers,  for  many  years  acted  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and,  in  1876,  without  his 
knowledge,  his  name  was  presented  by  his  friends 
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to  the  county  convention  as  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  associate  judge  of  the  county  court.  The 
members  of  the  bar  gave  him  their  cordial  en- 
dorsement and  he  was  elected  and  held  the  office 
for  two  years.  He  was  a  director  in  the  National 
Bank  of  Poultney,  and  one  of  the  original  foun- 
ders of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fairhaven,  in 
which  he  served  as  director  until  his  death,  also 
as  president,  being  elected  to  that  position  in 
1878  and  re-elected  each  successive  year.  In 
September,  1847,  he  married  Sarah  Bowman 
Dyer,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Hannah 
(Hoxie)  Dyer,  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  and  the 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them: 
George  W.,  a  prominent  attorney  at  law  of  New 
York  city ;  Edward  D.,  a  practicing  physician  of 
Poultney,  Vermont ;  Horace  B.,  proprietor  of  the 
Prospect  House  on  Lake  Bomoseen;  and  Zenas 
H.  Ellis.  Mrs.  Ellis  died  July  7,  1876.  and  Mr. 
Ellis  chose  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  Smith, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  December  8,  1880. 
Mr.  Ellis  died  in  1883.  Edward  Dyer,  father  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  B.  (Dyer)  Ellis,  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  William  Dyer,  who  was  the  first 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  Mary  Dyer,  his  wife,  who,  for  her  adherence 
to  her  religious  belief,  was  hanged  on  Boston 
Common,  June  1,  1660.  Edward  Dyer  was  also 
a  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  the  first  gover- 
nor of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  born 
at  Conwyl  Cayo,  Wales,  in  1606,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1683. 

Zenas  H.  Ellis,  youngest  son  of  Zenas  C.  and 
Sarah  B.  (Dyer)  Ellis,  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
Vermont,  January  22,  i860.  His  education  was 
acquired  at  the  Fairhaven  graded  school  and  at 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  at  Exeter,  New  Hamp- 
shire, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1879,  being  then  qualified  to  enter  the  sophomore 
class  of  Harvard  College.  On  account  of  il! 
health  he  was  forced  to  relinquish  his  collegiate 
course,  and  for  several  years  he  devoted  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Fairhaven,  Vermont, 
thus  regaining  his  former  strength.  In  1882  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Fairhaven,  four  years  later  was  elected  a  di- 
rector, and,  in  1891,  after  declining  the  position 
of  cashier  which  was  offered  to  him,  was  elected 
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vice  president  of  the  bank,  holding  the  position 
up  to  the  present  time  (1903). 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Ellis  firmly 
advocates  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
but,  having  a  strong  aversion  to  politics,  he  never 
allowed  his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  untd 
the  year  1902,  when  he  felt  impelled  for  the  good 
of  the  state  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  temper- 
ance reform  agitation.  He  was  chosen  chairman 
of  the  Republican  town  committee,  and  was  elect- 
ed town  representative  over  several  competitors. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  legis- 
lature from  the  commencement,  was  an  unsuc- 
cessful candidate  for  speaker,  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means  and  of  the  joint 
committee  on  temperance.  In  the  latter  named 
committee,  and  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  he 
championed  the  cause  of  license  local  option,  fear- 
lessly and  ably,  until  the  prohibitory  law  of  fifty 
years'  standing  was  overthrown.  He  has  traveled 
extensively  in  his  own  country,  Canada,  Europe, 
Mexico  and  the  Indies,  visiting  all  the  places  of 
note  and  interest,  and  during  this  period  of  time 
he  made  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  various 
languages  and  of  natural  history.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Vermont  Botanical  Club,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science. 
Few  lives  furnish  so  striking  an  example  of  the 
wise  application  of  sound  principles  and  safe 
conservatism  as  docs  that  of  Mr.  Ellis.  lie  is 
energetic  and  trustworthy  in  business,  genial  and 
kindly  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men, 
and  a  champion  of  all  that  tends  to  promote  the 
material,  social,  intellectual  and  moral  welfare  of 
the  community. 

ELLIOT  BURNHAM  WATSON. 

Elliot  Burnham  Watson,  M.  1).,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Williamstown,  is  a  fine  representa- 
tive of  the  native-born  citizens  of  this  place,  who 
have  attained  success  in  their  chosen  vocations. 
He  was  born  February  18.  1859,  a  son  of  Leon- 
ard Kittredge  Watson,  and  a  descendant  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  Matthew  Watson,  the  im- 
migrant, the  line  of  descent  lnring  as  follows: 
Mathcw.  Samuel,  John,  David,  Leonard  Kit- 
tredge, Elliot  B. 

Mathew  Watson  was  of  English  parentage, 
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and  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  beliefs.  In 
Uri*,  lie  married  Mary  Orr,  and  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  later,  in  1718,  emigrated  with  his 
wife  and  nine  children  from  Coleraine.  London- 
derry county,  Ireland,  to  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
lie  removed  from  there  to  Leicester,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  died  in  1720,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  near  where  the  Congregational 
church  now  stands,  lie  was  probably  the  first 
to  introduce  the  potato  into  this  section  of  the 
country.  Samuel  Watson,  the  next  in  line  of 
descent,  was  born  in  1(198,  being  the  second  son 
of  his  parents.  John  Watson,  the  fourth  son  of 
the  parental  household,  born  December  8,  i/vV>. 
married  Dinah  \  iles,  of  Waltham,  Massachu- 
setts, by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  their  sev- 
enth son  being  David,  the  succeeding  ancestor. 
David  Watson,  born  October  2,  1776,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Williamstown,  Vermont,  com- 
ing here  at  an  early  day,  and  in  the  western  part 
of  the  town  erecting  the  first  tannery,  near  the 
site  of  the  house  afterwards  occupied  by  Judge 
Payne.  On  the  site  of  the  old  Hihhard 
H.iii-e  he  also  built  the  first  hotel  in 
Williamstown.  and  for  fifty  consecutive 
years  gave  generous  entertainment  to  trav- 
elers. On  January  31,  1799,  he  married  Anna 
tlli"t.  of  Leicester,  Massachusetts,  who  lie- 
longed  to  the  same  family  which  President  El- 
liot of  Harvard  was  sprung,  tracing  her  ancestry 
directly  to  one  Sir  William  DcAliot,  a  Norman 
knight,  who  entered  England  with  William  the 
O 'in  merer  in  1066. 

Leonard  Kittredgc  Watson,  one  of  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  the  eleventh  in  succession 
of  birth,  was  born  in  Williamstown,  December 
\  \.  1818.  A  life-long  resident  of  his  native  town, 
he  was  held  in  high  respect  as  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen, holding  a  position  of  influence  in  the  conimu- 
nit\.  He  married  Rosette  Martin,  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons,  namely:  Carey  H.  and  Elliot  I'.. 
Carey  11.  Watson  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation at  the  1  Jarre  Academy,  and  was  afterwards 
employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  for 
several  years.  He  subsequently  studied  theology 
at  the  theological  seminary  in  Andover.  Massa- 
chusetts, and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Xorth  Parish 
Fir^t  Congregational  church  of  Greenfield.  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  position  that  he  has  held  for  thir- 
teen  years.     He  married    Martha    C.  Preiuis. 


daughter  of  Com  stock  and  Cerinthia  (Chandler) 
Prentis,  of  W  aitsfield,  Vermont. 

Elliot  IJ.  Watson  attended  first  the  village 
schools  of  Williamstown,  then  the  P.arre  Acade- 
my, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1879.  The  next  few  years  he  taught  school. 
lK-ing  for  two  years  principal  of  the  Whitefield. 
New  Hampshire  schools.  Returning  to  W  ill- 
iamstown. he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  C.  W  .  McClearn.  He  attended  his  first  course 
of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  New  York  city,  and  was  graduated 
in  1887  from  the  University  of  Vermont.  Dr. 
Watson  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Williamstown,  and  has  met  with  emi- 
nent success  in  his  work ;  enjoying  at  the  present 
lime  a  large  and  remunerative  patronage.  He  is  a 
memljcr  of  the  Congregational  church,  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  a  memlx-r  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  belongs  to  the  State  Medical  Society. 

On  January  25,  1885,  Dr.  Watson  married 
Abbie  Prentis,  who  was  Ixirn  in  W  aitsfield.  Ver- 
mont. August  2,  i8ni,  a  daughter  of  Comst<vk 
Prentis  and  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Carey  II.  Watson. 
The  only  child  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Watson.  Prentis 
Martin  Watson,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
months. 

JAMES  PAYNE  CLEVELAND. 

James  Payne  Cleveland,  a  retired  business 
man  of  Randolph,  is  a  representative  of  old  and 
honored  New  England  families,  and  a  worthy 
son  of  noble  sires.  He  was  born  September  21, 
1828,  in  Uethel,  Vermont,  where  his  grandfather 
was  among  the  early  settlers.  The  Cleveland 
family  was  very  early  planted  in  Connecticut, 
and  has  furnished  many  prominent  citizens  of 
that  state,  where  the  name  is  still  held  in  honor. 
Il  originated  in  America  with  Moses  Cleveland, 
who  was  bom  in  Ipswich,  county  of  Suffolk.  Fn- 
gland,  and  settled  in  Woburn,  Massachusetts, 
alw.ut  1650.  Paine  Cleveland,  son  of  Edward  <j -' 
and  grandson  of  Edward  (  2).  being  of  the  fourth 
generation  m  America,  was  born  August  30.  1731, 
in  Canterburv.  Connecticut,  where  he  passed  his 
life  and  died  November  25.  1773.  He  was  three 
time  married;  the  first  time  January  8.  1757.  to 
Prudence  I'.uzwell.  who  died  June  30,  1758.  sim- 
ultaneously with  her  infant;  March  10.  1701.  Ik- 
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married  Susannah  X.  l'alkner,  who  died  January 
20.  1766-7:  his  tliird  wife  was  Sarah  Church. 
The  eldest  child  of  the  second  wife,  F.dward, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  was  carried  cap- 
tive to  England,  and  after  his  release,  settled  in 
Bellui.  \  crmont,  where  he  died. 

Stephen  (5),  second  child  of  Paine  and  Su- 
sannah X.  Cleveland,  was  born  October  9,  1765. 
111  Canterbury,  Connecticut,  and  entered  the  Rev- 
olutionary anny  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  rising 
to  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  April  6,  1789, 
he  married  Miss  Hannah  Huntington,  daughter  of 
Sergeant  James  Huntington,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  In  the  spring  of  1791  he  removed  to 
Bethel,  Vermont,  where  he  was  prominent  and 
influential,  and  resided  until  his  death.  May  17, 
1835.  His  wife  died  March  21,  1840.  About 
1S0J  he  was  commissioned  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  held  the  office  some  thirty  years,  during  which 
time  he  officiated  at  most  of  the  marriages  in 
that  section  of  Vermont.  A  Masonic  lodge  was 
instituted  at  Bethel  about  1816,  and  he  was  made 
master.  He  was  several  times  elected  to  the  state 
legislature,  and  once  to  the  governor's  council. 
Through  his  efforts  a  woolen  mill  was  established 
at  Bethel,  of  which  he  soon  became  sole  proprietor. 
Some  of  the  first  broadcloth  produced  in  the 
I'nied  States  was  made  at  this  mill,  and  this 
was  in  great  demand,  commanding  a  higher  price 
than  the  imported  article. 

James  Huntington,  father  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Cleveland,  was  lx>rn  October  1,  1743,  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  and  married  Hannah  Curtis  May  24, 
17'  .7.  He  served  at  the  Lexington  alarm  in  1775, 
and  was  appointed  by  Colonel  Jedediah  Hunting- 
ton, commanding  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Con- 
necticut troops,  as  third  sergeant  in  the  eighth 
company  (the  warrant  or  commission  being  still 
in  possession  of  his  descendants),  in  camp  at 
Roxhury,  September  30,  1775.  He  was  in  the 
second  company,  Captain  Experience  Stow,  in 
Colonel  Israel  Putnam's  (the  Third)  regiment, 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  being  credited  to 
Mansfield,  and  it  is  probable  served  for  short 
periods  from  Colchester  and  Windham,  as  the 
records  show  the  name  in  that  connection.  About 
1783  he  removed  to  Lebanan,  New  Hampshire, 
w  here  Stephen  Cleveland  met,  courted  and  mar- 
ried his  daughter.  Some  half-dozen  years  later 
he  went  to  Royalton.  Vermont,  where  both  he 


and  his  wife  died,  anil  were  buried  on  their  farm 
about  a  mile  from  that  of  Mr.  Cleveland.  The 
latter  and  his  wife  were  buried  on  their  farm,  but 
their  bodies  were  removed  in  1885  to  the  cemetery 
at  Bethel.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 
The  seventh  of  these  and  third  son. 

James  Payne  Cleveland  (6),  was  born  March 
JO.  1803,  in  Bethel,  and  died  September  14,  1898, 
at  the  home  of  his  son  and  namesake,  in  Randolph, 
where  he  had  been  a  helpless  invalid  for  several 
years.  September  10,  1826,  he  married  Anna  P. 
Huntington,  his  second  cousin,  daughter  of  Mil- 
ler and  Betsey  (Miller)  Huntington,  She  was 
born  April  20,  1807,  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  and 
died  September  20.  1886,  in  the  same  town.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children.  The  younger, 
Elizabeth  A.,  was  for  more  than  thirty  years 
principal  of  the  Rincon  grammar  school  of  San 
Francisco,  California,  where  she  now  lives,  with 
a  pension  from  the  city. 

After  receiving  a  common  school  education 
James  P.  Cleveland  went  into  business  with  his 
father,  in  the  cloth-dressing  mill  and  also  worked 
in  flaxseed,  making  oil  and  handling  the  seed. 
L'poti  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1835.  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ownership  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness three  years  longer,  retiring  from  business  in 
1838.  After  short  residences  in  Royalton  and 
Braintree,  in  1850  he  removed  to  Randolph, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  the  balance  of  his 
life.  In  June,  1824.  he  became  a  member  of 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  A.  1\  &  A.  M.,  of  Royalton, 
and  for  some  years  was  supposed  to  Ik-  the  oldest 
living  representative  of  the  order  in  the  state  of 
Vermont. 

lames  P.  Cleveland.  Jr..  (7)  acquired  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  of  Bethel,  and  in  1845  removed  to  Braintree. 
where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1880,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  at  East  Randolph.  At  that  time  he  located 
in  West  Randolph  and  devoted  his  energies  to  the 
management  of  the  life,  tire  and  accident  insur- 
ance business.  He  has  had  a  liberal  ami  con- 
stantly increasing  patronage,  which  is  due  to  his 
honorable  business  methods  and  uniform  courtesy 
to  his  customers.  He  has  also  engaged  in  set- 
tling several  estates,  and  his  services  have  fre- 
quently been  in  demand  to  act  in  the  capacity  of 
guardian. 
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Mr.  Cleveland  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
partv,  and  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of 
deputy  and  was  elected  sheriff  of  his  county.  He 
sened  as  enrolling  officer  in  1863  and  assistant 
judge  in  1878  and  1879,  ami  was  chosen  to  rqjrc- 
sent  the  town  of  Braintree  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1876  and  1877.  Mr.  Cleveland  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  F,  Twelfth  Regiment,  Ver- 
mont Volunteers,  in  1862,  and  served  nine  months, 
being  elected  first  lieutenant  ui>on  the  organization 
of  the  company.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
Ulysses  S.  Grant  Post  No.  96,  G.  A.  K-  of  West 
Randolph,  and  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
having  held  the  position  of  worshipful  master 
for  four  years  and  treasurer  for  twenty-six  years 
in  Plueniv  Lodge,  No.  28,  of  Randolph.  He  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  Randolph  Lodge,  Xo. 
48.  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  August  1 8^0.  Mr.  Cleveland  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Ann,  daughter  of 
Elijah  and  Patience  (N'eff)  Flint,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Frank  H.,  Jennie  A. 
and  Harry  A.  Cleveland.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  January  4,  1893.  The  youngest 
chilil  died  April  14,  1900,  being  almost  forty 
years  old.  The  elder  son  resides  on  the  home 
farm  in  Uraintree.  The  daughter  is  the  wile  of 
Rev.  William  I.  Chalmers,  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Riverhead,  New  York.  Mr. 
Cleveland  was  married  July  2,  1896,  to  Lucinda, 
widow  of  DeWitt  C.  Flint,  and  daughter  of  the 
lat<:  S\!vanus  Spooiicr,  who  died  while  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war. 

COLONEL  MYRON  J.  HORTON. 

Colonel  Myron  J.  Horton,  a  leading  business 
man  of  Poultncy,  Vermont,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Rqmblic  and  other  benevolent  or- 
ders, is  a  descendant  of  Major  Horton,  of  Revo- 
lutionary war  fame,  but  whose  ancestry  is  un- 
known. Major  Horton  (1)  was  a  resident  of  Mil- 
tot.,  Massachusetts,  until  1753  or  1754.  when  he 
n mi  a  nl  to  Bolton  and  then  to  Templcton,  in  the 
same  state,  dying  in  the  latter  named  place.  Of 
Ins  si\  children,  the  second  was  Joseph  (.').  who 
lived  in  Jaffrcy,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  died 
in  M.o,  1^41,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 


He  was  three  times  married,  first  to  Hannah  Ross, 
second  to  Mollie  Dean,  and  third  to  Susan  Page. 

Asa  (3)  was  the  second  of  the  two  children 
of  Joseph  and  Mollie  (Dean)  Horton,  and  was 
born  in  Jaffrcy,  New  Hampshire,  September  1, 
1783.  He  made  his  home  at  Mount  Holly,  Rut- 
land county,  Vermont,  where  he  owned  and  cul- 
tivated a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  marching  with  troops 
to  Lake  Champlain,  when,  at  Burlington,  intelli- 
gence of  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  was  received, 
and  the  movement  ceased.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  W  hig 
until  1856,  when  he  joined  the  newly  formed  Re- 
publican party,  to  which  he  was  attached  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  was  Susan, 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Breed,  who  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  family  which  gave  its  name  to  Breeds 
Hill,  the  ground  upon  which  a  portion  of  the 
conflict  took  place.  Asa  Horton  died  in  1870,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  long  surviving  his 
wife,  who  died  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  Their  children  were  Cyrus,  Asa.  Joseph. 
Nathaniel,  Susan,  Louisa.  Mary,  Vianna,  Julia 
and  Harriet. 

Joseph  (4),  third  of  the  four  sons  born  to 
Asa  and  Susan  (Breed)  Horton,  was  born  April 
24,  181 5,  in  Jaffrcy,  New  Hampshire,  and  he  was 
there  reared  and  in  Mount  Holly,  to  which  place 
his  father  removed.  In  his  youth  Joseph  Horton 
sold  tinware  from  a  wagon.  He  subsequently  be- 
came a  shoemaker,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until 
i860,  when  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he  culti- 
vated until  1870.  He  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  but  shortly  afterwards 
returned  to  Vermont,  locating  at  Gassett's  Sta- 
tion. In  1883  he  sold  his  farm  there,  and  pur- 
chased other  property  near  his  residence.  His 
wife  was  Lucy  Cobb,  daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Olive  (  Ball)  Cobb.  She  died  January  14.  18*/",, 
when  Mr.  Horton  took  up  his  residence  in  Poult- 
ney,  where  he  died  February  23,  1903,  at  the  age- 
of  eighty-seven  years  and  ten  months.  He  was 
originally  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  afterwards  a 
Republican,  and  he  had  served  in  the  state  mil- 
itia. Of  his  marirage  were  born  three  children : 
(1)  Emily  I.,  who  is  yet  living;  she  man-ied! 
first.  Levi  Pierce,  and  then  Cyrus  Buswell,  of 
Ludlow,  Vermont,  who  died  in  1896;  Myron  J., 
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to  be  written  of  below;  Elmer  Ellsworth,  born 
July  20,  1861,  who  resides  in  Fitchburg,  Massa- 
chusetts: he  married  Nellie  Low,  of  Bellows 
Falls,  and  their  children  are  William.  Mvron  J. 
and  Helen. 

Mvron  J.  (5),  second  child  and  elder  son  of 
Joseph  and  Lucy  (Cobb)  Horton,  was  born  Aug- 
ust 3,  1841,  at  Mount  Holly,  Vermont,  where  he 
was  reared  on  the  paternal  farm,  upon  which  he 
labored  during  the  spring  and  summer  months, 
attending  the  neighborhood  schools  in  the  win- 
ter. In  his  young  manhood  he  learned  from  his 
father  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  In  i860  he  went 
to  Rutland  to  become  clerk  in  a  store,  and  was 
so  engaged  until  February  10,  1861,  when  he 
went  to  Boston,  where  he  worked  in  the  Fanned 
Hall  Market.  In  the  following  May  he  removed 
to  Westboro,  Massachusetts,  and  again  became 
clerk  in  a  store.  He  was  thus  occupied  until 
August  4,  one  day  after  his  coming  of  age,  when 
his  patriotic  impulse  moved  him  to  enlist  as  a 
private  in  Company  E,  Fifty-first  Regiment. 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded 
by  Colonel  A.  B.  R.  Sprague.  With  his  regi- 
ment he  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  at  Worcester.  Under  orders  from 
the  seat  of  war,  the  regiment  was  transported  by 
rail  to  Boston,  and  thence  boar. I  the  transport 
Merrimac  to  Newborn,  North  Carolina,  where 
it  arrived  November  25.  It  participated  in  the 
first  engagement  at  Kinston,  North  Carolina,  and 
afterwards  in  those  at  Whitehall,  Goldsboro  and 
Pollockville,  all  in  North  Carolina.  Its  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired,  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  and  young  Horton  received 
his  honorable  discharge,  having  performed  the 
full  duty  of  a  soldier  during  various  arduous 
campaigns  and  in  several  hard-fought  battles.  He 
rc-enlisted,  however,  in  the  Sixth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  for  garrison  duty,  and  was  placed  in 
charge  of  conscript  and  convalescent  camps  at 
Readville  and  Gallup  Island. 

The  war  having  ended.  Mr.  Horton  returned 
to  Boston  and  entered  the  employ  of  Palmer, 
Waterman  &  Hatch,  dry-goods  merchants,  in  the 
capacity  of  clerk.  He  subsequently  withdrew 
from  this  house  to  become  a  bookkeeper  and  then 
cashier  in  the  office  of  the  Aetna  Lite  Insurance 
Companv.  After  serving  in  this  employment  for 
eleven  years,  in  1877  he  returned  to  Vermont, 


locating  in  Poultney,  where  he  established  a  hard- 
ware and  paint  business.  This  enterprise  devel- 
oped rapidly  under  his  energetic  management, 
and  soon  became  one  of  large  dimensions  and  im- 
portance. Since  December  25,  1895.  his  son, 
Arthur  Everts,  has  been  associated  with  him  in 
its  conduct. 

Mr.  Horton  has  at  all  times  afforded  zealous 
and  intelligent  effort  to  the  promotion  of  public 
interests,  and  has  been  called  to  various  positions 
of  importance,  having  served  as  town  clerk,  se- 
lectman, justice  of  the  peace  and  treasurer,  and 
served  in  the  latter  capacity  for  sixteen  consecu- 
tive years,  still  serving.  In  1902  he  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature,  in  which  body  he  was 
placed  on  the  committee  on  insurance  and  banks, 
a  position  in  which  he  acquitted  himself  with 
much  credit  and  signal  usefulness. 

Mr.  Horton  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  served  as  grand 
master  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Vermont  in  1890, 
as  grand  representative  to  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  in  1891-92.  In  Masonry  he  has  attained 
to  high  rank.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Mt. 
Hermon  Lodge,  at  Medford,  Massachusetts,  and 
is  now  affiliated  with  Morning  Star  Lodge  No. 
37,  at  Poultney.  Vermont,  of  which  he  is  a  past 
master.  He  has  been  high  priest  of  Poultney 
Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M.,  for  nineteen  years,  a 
record  unexcelled  in  the  capitular  history  in  the 
state,  and  was  grand  high  priest  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Vermont,  in  1894-95. 
He  is  a  thrice  illustrious  master  of  Morning  Star 
Council  No.  10,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  was  grand 
master  of  the  grand  council  of  that  body  in 
1896-97.  He  is  a  senior  warden  of  Killington 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Rutland,  and  member  of 
Delta  Lodge  of  Perfection.  At  the  last  session 
of  the  grand  lodge  he  was  grand  junior  warden 
of  the  grand  lodge,  placed  here  unexpectedly  by 
his  many  friends.  He  is  also  highly  prominent  in 
Grand  Army  circles.  Me  is  a  charter  member  of 
Joyce  Post  No,  40.  of  which  he  was  commander' 
for  the  first  and  three  succeeding  terms,  and  he 
has  sat  as  a  delegate  in  various  state  and  national 
encampments.  Prior  to  coming  to  Vermont  he 
was  first  lieutenant  of  the  Boston  I-ancers  Cav- 
alry Association,  and  this,  with  his  excellent  mili- 
tary record  during  the  Civil  war,  led  to  his  ap- 
pointment as  aide-de-camp  with  the  rank  of  col- 


Digitized  by  Google 


39° 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


(Kiel  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Carroll  S.  Page. 
Through  the  services  of  patriotic  ancestors,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  He  is  a  Protestant  Episcopalian 
in  religion,  and  senior  warden  in  the  local  church, 
and  his  j)olitica!  affiliations  are  with  the  Republi- 
can party. 

Colonel  Horton  married  .Miss  Edna  Annette, 
daughter  of  Don  Alphonso  Everts,  of  Poultncy. 
Porn  of  this  union  was  a  son,  Arthur  Everts,  who 
was  educated  at  the  Plack  River  Academy  and 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  in  Huston, 
and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  as  a  memlier 
of  the  firm  of  Myron  J.  Horton  &  Son.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  M.  Pierce,  a  daughter  of  Nelson 
Pierce,  of  Ludlow,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them.  Nelson  E..  Marion  P.  and  Ralph 
M.  Horton. 

GEORGE  F.  BALE. 

George  Eranklin  Ball,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont, 
is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  John  Ball,  the  founder  of  the  Ball 
family  in  America,  came  from  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land, to  Concord.  Massachusetts,  in  1O40.  when 
Nathaniel,  his  son.  was  about  ten  years  old.  Na- 
thaniel had  four  sons.  Ebenezcr.  Eleazer.  John 
and  Nathaniel.  Nathaniel  (2)  had  seven  sons. 
Caleb,  Nathaniel,  Thomas,  James,  Jeremiah,  Ben- 
jamin and  Ebenezer.  Jeremiah,  the  son  of  Na- 
thaniel (2),  married  ami  had  six  children:  Ebe- 
nezer, Lieutenant  Jeremiah,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Su- 
sannah and  Benjamin.  Ebenezer  and  Relwcca 
Ball  had  nine  children :  Rebecca,  Ebenezer,  Olive. 
Susannah,  Hannah.  Abraham,  Bathsheba,  Noah 
and  Mary. 

Abraham  Ball,  born  January  26,  1705.  mar- 
ried Deliverance  Perham  and  had  nine  chil- 
dren: Abraham:  Deliverance,  born  January  II, 
1784,  died  March  28,  1840;  Hannah,  born  July 
4,  1791  ;  Phineas,  born  June  16,  1794;  Rebecca, 
born  February  14,  1797:  Olive,  bom  June  1, 
1799:  Ebenezer,  born  July  29,  1802;  Noah,  born 
March  3,  1805:  and  Mark,  born  April  15.  1806. 

Abraham  Ball  (2),  born  October  17,  1780, 
died  April  17,  1847.  He  married,  December  1, 
1807,  Hannah  Edwards,  of  Athens,  who  was 
born  September  17.  1788,  and  died  October  8, 


1839.  He  married,  second,  in  August.  1840, 
Nancy  Wilson.  Abraham  Ball's  children  by  Han- 
nah Edwards  were:  Amos  Tenant  Ball,  who 
was  born  September  4.  1808,  and  died  April  15. 
1896;  Aaron  W.,  born  January  20,  1810;  Abra- 
ham   Edwards.    lx>rn    September    21,  1S11. 


F.  P.  BALL. 


Thomas  Branche,  born  February  19.  1813,  was 
overseer  iti  a  cotton  factory  at  Nashua.  New 
I  lampshire.  and  was  caught  in  a  belt  and  killed 
instantly,  July  11.  1839;  Sylvenus  Matoon.  born 
January  23,  1815;  Hannah  Electa,  born  Septem- 
ber 18,  i8i<>;  James  P.,  who  was  born  July  20. 
1818.  and  died  December  8,  1840;  Timothy  H.. 
born  August  3,  1820;  Joseph  Rice,  born  June 
20,  1822,  and  died  January  6,  1846:  Robert  K.. 
born  July  1.  1824;  Julia  Ann.  bom  August  19. 
182*1;  Franklin  I'hinias.  born  May  2,  1828.  and 
died  August  9,  1896:  Orlando  S.,  born  December 
22,  1830;  and  Noah  Jewett,  born  September  25, 
1835.  and  died  in  November.  1902. 
»  Franklin  I'hinias  Ball  <3>.  twelfth  child  of 
Abraham  and  Hannah  (  Edward>)  Ball,  was  bi>rn 
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in  Athens.  Vermont,  May  2,  18*8.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  when  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  he  removed  to  Springfield,  Vermont, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  scythe-snath  man- 
ufacturing. In  1882  Mr.  Ball  located  in  Bellows 
Falls,  in  the  town  of  Rockingham,  where  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  connection  with  Albert 
Derby  in  the  manufacture  of  scythe-snaths,  with 
which  he  continued  to  be  connected  up  to  the 
time  of  his  sudden  death  from  heart  failure.  Aug- 
ust 9,  180/).  Mr.  Ball  took  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  represented  Springfield  in  1866  and 
1867  and  Rockingham  in  1888  in  the  state  legis- 
lature, and  was  also  chosen  senator  from  Wind- 
ham county  in  1892.  He  was  a  man  of  excel- 
lent judgment  and  exemplary  Christian  character. 
He  was  married,  first.  May  23,  1852,  to  Margaret 
L.  Wilson,  who  was  born  March  21,  1828.  and 
died  January  2.  1855.  He  married,  second,  July 
21.  1857,  Elizabeth  Meacham,  born  SeptcnuVr 
7.1834.  Their  children  were:  Twin  daughters. 
Ix.rn  and  died  in  February.  1858.  Margaret 
Elizabeth  Ball,  born  July  3,  i8f>i,  married  Her- 
bert Daniel  Ryder.  November  30,  1881.  and  to 
(hem  were  bom  six  children:  Jessie  Fliz.abeth 
Ryder,  born  February  18,  1884;  Margaret  Sarah 
Ryder,  born  April  20,  1885:  Helen  Winifred  Ry- 
der, born  June  27,  1887:  Charlotte  Divoll  Ryder, 
born  September  4,  1889  ;  Katharine  Foster  Ryder, 
lx<m  July  20,  1895:  Daniel  Franklin  Ryder,  born 
January  9,  1900.  George  Franklin  Ball  was  born 
August  10,  1863.  Everett  Meacham  Ball,  bom 
December  15,  1864,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Wcsley- 
an  University  and  died  March  20,  1888.  Wini- 
fred Eveline  Ball,  born  October  3,  1867.  mar- 
ried, December  27.  1894.  Joseph  W.  Narainore, 
born  March  15,  1868,  and  to  them  were  born 
Elizabeth  Everett  Narainore.  November  28, 
1895;  and  Margaret  Curtis  Narainore,  December 
6.  1899. 

Asa  Meacham  the  maternal  great-grandfather 
of  George  F.  Ball  was  born  in  Iladlcy,  Massa- 
chusetts January  26,  1759.  He  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Zilpha  Elmer,  who  was  born  January  19,  1760, 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  Rimer.  The 
cermony  was  performed  in  Hinsdale.  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  September,  1785,  and  the  billowing 
named  children  were  born  to  them  :  Laurence, 


born  May  27,  1786;  Asa.  Jr..  born  February  16, 
17S8:  James,  born  November  16,  1790:  Benja- 
min, born  January  25,  179-?:  August  in,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1794;  Fdmund  H.,  bom  April  22, 
1795;  Almira,  Ixmi  January  17,  1797:  ami  John, 
born  December  10,  1800.  Mr.  Meacham  died  in 
Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  May  5,  1830,  and 
his  wife  died  December  it,  1821. 

Asa  Meacham,  grandfather  of  George  F.  Ball, 
was  a  prominent  resident  of  Claremont.  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  pursued  the  trade  of  cloth- 
ier and  dver  for  many  years.  In  1830  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield,  Vermont,  and  purchased  a 
farm,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an 
active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Kpiscopal 
church  of  Springfield,  Vermont,  of  which  IkhIv 
he  was  for  many  years  the  only  male  member. 
He  was  united  in  marriage.  February  10,  1817, 
to  Miss  Margaret  l'arwell,  who  was  born  October 

1795,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Abigail  (  Allen) 
l'arwell.  Their  children  were:  Hezekiah,  born 
December  14,  1818,  died  February  26,  1810;  Fd- 
mund Hubbard,  born  December  27,  1819.  died 
October  22,  1861  ;  Horace,  born  June  13,  1822, 
died  February  22.  1831  ;  George,  twrn  February 
6,  1824;  Eveline,  born  April  27,  1827,  died  Sep- 
tember 1.  1863:  Sarah,  born  November  24.  1828, 
died  May  27,  1887:  and  Elizabeth,  born  Septem- 
ber 7,  1834.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
May  18,  1878,  aged  ninety  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  186.5. 

George  F.  Ball,  son  of  Franklin  P.  and  Eliza- 
beth Ball,  was  born  August  io,  1863.  He  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education,  and  after 
completing  his  studies,  his  first  employment  was 
in  his  father's  factory  for  seven  years,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  mechanic,  and  during  this  period  he 
acquired  a  general  acquaintance  with  all  of  the 
details  of  the  business.  He  was  subsequently  for 
five  or  six  years  engaged  in  fire  and  life  insurance 
business  in  Bellows  Falls.  In  1896  was  admitted 
as  a  partner  to  the  company,  which  is  still  con- 
tinued under  the  old  firm  name  of  Derby  &  Ball, 
the  other  member  of  the  firm  being  Albert  Derby. 
(See  sketch  of  Albert  Derby  in  this  work.)  This 
concern  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest 
company  in  the  world  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
manufacture  of  scythe  snaths,  and  turns  out  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  product  of  such  cstablish- 
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ments  in  the  I'nitcd  States.  Mr.  Ball  is  an  active 
and  progressive  business  man,  and  he  richly  mer- 
its the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
numerous  friends. 

Mr.  Ball  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  being  connected  with  King  Solo- 
mon's Lodge;  Abcnaqui  Chapter;  Holy  Cross 
Commandery  No.  30,  Knights  Templar:  and 
Mount  Sinai  Temple.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Bellows  Falls  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  socially  is  interested  in  the  West- 
minster Club. 

OZRO  M  EACH  AM. 

.Ozm  Mcacham,  a  prominent  merchant  and 
dealer  in  clothing  and  men's  furnishings  at  Bran- 
don. Vermont,  also  one  of  its  most  enterprising 
and  progressive  citizens,  taking  an  active  part  not 
only  in  its  business  interests  but  also  in  its  politi- 
cal and  social  life,  was  born  in  Potsdam,  New 
York,  and  was  brought  to  Brandon,  Vermont, 
when  but  two  years  of  age,  where  he  has  lived 
ever  since. 

Jonathan  Mcacham.  great-grandfather  of  Ozro 
Mcacham,  was  born  at  old  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
whence  he  removed  to  Williamstown,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  became  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  town.  About  the  year  178 1  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Benson,  Vermont,  lieing  among  the 
first  settlers  and  proprietors  of  that  town,  and 
devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits;  he 
was  prominent  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  also 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Thankful  Rugg,  ami  they  became  the 
parents  of  seven  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Isaac  Mcacham,  grandfather  of  Ozro  Mcach- 
am, was  born  in  Williamstown.  Massachusetts. 
April  3,  1706.  Later  his  parents  removed  to 
Benson.  Vermont,  one  of  the  first  towns  settled 
in  the  county  after  the  Revolutionary  war.  and 
here  he  resided  on  a  farm  until  1833.  when  he 
removed  to  Brandon,  Vermont,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1844,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
He  married  Pin  the  Thompson,  who  was  born  in 
Pawlet.  Vermont,  May  27.  1767.  and  the  follow- 
ing named  children  were  born  to  them :  Ansel, 
a  successful  tanner  of  Pottsdam :  Alottzo.  who 
went  west  and  was  never  heard  of  again  :  Aurelius 


A.  ,  a  wheelwright  in  Brandon,  where  he  located 
early  in  life;  Rosetta  Rosina,  who  married  and 
accompanied  her  husband  to  Illinois;  Almena 
Losette,  who  married  Mr.  Rich,  a  resident  of 
New  York- ;  and  Alanson  Meacham. 

Alanson  Meacham,  father  of  Ozro  Meacham, 
was  born  in  Orwell,  Vermont,  October  17,  1801, 
and  after  completing  his  education  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith.  In  1833  he  removed  to 
Brandon,  Vermont,  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  brother  Aurelius  A.  Meacham  in  the  wagon 
and  carriage-making  trade,  under  the  firm  style 
of  A.  A.  &  A.  Meacham.  They  conducted  n 
flourishing  business  for  those  days,  when  every- 
thing was  made  by  hand,  gave  employment  to  a 
force  of  twenty-five  men  in  the  various  depart- 
ments, and  the  business  continued  to  increase  in 
size  and  importance  until  1855,  when  the  plant 
was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  and  never  rebuilt. 
Mr.  Meacham  then  retired  from  business,  and 
his  brother  removed  to  Wisconsin.  About  1827 
Mr.  Meacham  married  Hannah  Patterson,  a 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Hannah  ( Allen  I  Patter- 
son, the  former  named  being  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Londonderry.  Vermont,  where  he  was  familiar- 
ly known  as  Captain  Moses  Patterson.  Four  chil- 
dren were  lK>rr.  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meacham,  name- 
ly •  Pulaski,  engaged  in  fanning  in  Benson,  Ver- 
mont :  Rollin,  for  many  years  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Pittsford.  Vermont,  where  he 
died  in  Octolicr.  i88q.  leaving  a  wife  and  two 
daughters:  Jeanette.  widow  of  Captain  William 

B.  Robinson,  who  was  a  merchant  in  Troy.  New 
York,  and  a  descendant  of  the  old  Governor  Rob- 
inson and  of  the  Deweys ;  and  Ozro.  Alanson 
Meacham  died  in  1875.  his  wife  having  previously 
died  in  181 

Ozro  Meacham,  born  August  28,  1831,  ac- 
quired both  a  common  school  and  academic  edu- 
cation in  Brandon,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  began  his  business  career  by  serving  as  a 
clerk  in  Pittsford  for  one  year.  Later  he  acted 
in  the  same  capacity  for  E.  J.  Bliss,  a  general 
merchant  in  Brandon,  remaining  in  his  employ 
until  1855,  when  he  purchased  the  business,  which 
be  conducted  for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  this  period  of  time  he  disposed  of  it  to  his  ad- 
vantage, and  turned  his  attention  to  fanning  for 
a  few  years.  In  1861  he  established  his  present 
business,  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  the 
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Brandon  National  Bank,  and  six  year*  later  oc- 
<upied  a  store  in  the  Simmons  block,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1889.  The  block  was  re- 
built the  same  year,  and  in  1890  Mr.  Mcacham 
returned  to  his  present  extensive  and  brilliantly 
lighted  store;  the  block  is  now  the  property  of 
T.  II.  Smith  estate,  and  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable for  business  purposes  in  Brandon. 

Politically  Mr.  Mcacham  is  a  Democrat.  He 
•was  elected  to  serve  as  first  selectman  of  the  town 
in  1SK0.  holding  this  office  from  1881  to  1884,  and 
again  in  1886,  1901  and  1902.  During  the  year 
18%  of  his  administration,  he  participated  in  the 
erection  and  dedication  of  the  fine  soldiers'  monu- 
ment now  standing  in  a  conspicuous  location  in 
Brandon.  He  also  served  in  the  state  legislature 
during  the  years  1882  and  1883.  was  town  agent, 
or  legal  adviser,  for  several  years,  and  occupied 
the  position  of  town  auditor,  and  acted  as  justice 
of  the  jxace  for  many  years.  He  has  several 
times  been  a  candidate  for  state  senator,  county 
judge  and  presidential  elector,  but  has  suffered 
defeat  with  his  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason 
of  high  degree,  being  master  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge 
No.  25,  F.  &  A.  M.,  for  thirteen  years  out  of 
the  first  twenty-five  years  of  his  membership  in 
the  order.  He  was  grand  master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Vermont  for  two  years,  1883-84,  and 
is  a  life  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

On  August  14,  1862,  Mr.  Meacham  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  Allen  Grays,  known  as  Com- 
pany G,  one  of  the  ten  companies  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment  of  the  Second  Vermont  Brigade,  nine 
months'  men.  He  served  during  the  term  of  his 
enlistment  and  participated  in  all  the  marches 
and  campaigns  of  the  company,  ending  at  Get- 
tysburg, July  4.  1863,  serving  as  fourth  sergeant 
and  promoted  Inter  to  first  sergeant,  being  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Drattleboro,  July  14, 
1863.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  having  acted  in  the  capacity  of  quarter- 
master of  C.  J.  Ormsbce  Post  No.  18,  from  its 
organization  up  to  the  year  1896,  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  for  a  number  of  years  to 
the  present  time  he  has  been  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Vermont  Soldiers'  Home. 

On  November  1,  1854,  Mr.  Meacham  mar- 
ried Mary  Adelia  Lincoln,  who  died  April  12, 
1900.    She  was  the  daughter  of  Ward  M.  and 


Sarah  Amindia  (Benson)  Lincoln,  the  former 
named  being  a  prominent  farmer  and  sheep- 
breeder  of  Brandon,  Vermont.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meacham  were :  Ida  Rebecca,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Carlton  R.  Fish,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  a  dealer  in  electric  sup- 
plies in  Boston,  and  their  children  were  Ozro 
Meacham,  Carleton,  Neale,  Bryan  Neville, 
Charles  Rittenhouse,  and  one  daughter,  Char- 
lotte Lincoln ;  Eva,  who  married  Thomas  W. 
Rogers,  a  builder,  of  Washington  city;  Charles 
O.,  deceased,  who  was  formerly  in  business  with 
his  father  ;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Walker,  a  physician  in  New  York 
city ;  Sarah  Meacham,  who  received  her  educa- 
tion in  Brandon,  Vermont.  For  several  years 
Sarah  was  successfully  engaged  as  a  school  teach- 
er in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Since  the  death 
of  her  mother  she  has  looked  after  the  household 
of  her  father.  Mr.  Meacham  is  the  oldest  in 
business  of  any  man  now  in  Brandon.  In  affairs 
both  in  public  life  and  business  matters  he  has 
conducted  himself  in  a  highly  commendable  man- 
ner, and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
his  fellow  citizens. 

Till;  WHITCOMB  FAMILY  OF  CAVEN- 
DISH. 

Among  the  names  of  the  grantees  in  the  first 
charter  of  the  town  of  Cavendish — the  New 
Hampshire  document  given  by  Benning  Went- 
worth.  October  12.  1761, — that  of  Benjamin 
Whetcoinb  stands  second.  It  is  probable  that 
neither  Benjamin  nor  any  of  his  immediate  de- 
scendants ever  settled  within  the  limits  of  the 
town.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  resident  of 
Lunenburg.  Massachusetts,  or  some  place  in  that 
vicinity,  for  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  town  of  Cavendish,  held  at  the  inn  of 
Captain  Joshua  Hunt  (or  Hutchins)  in  Lunen- 
burg, on  November  8.  1761,  the  records  show  that 
Captain  Benjamin  Whetcomb  was  elected  mod- 
erator, and  he  served  in  like  capacity  at  subse- 
quent proprietors'  meetings  held  in  the  same  place 
on  April  7,  and  DccemWr  14,  1762.  At  the  sec- 
ond meeting  he  was  elected  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee of  five  to  make  arrangements  for  a  survey 
of  the  new  township,  which  duty  was  apparently 
discharged,  as  at  the  third  meeting  he  was  voted 
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three  pounds  and  twelve  shillings  for  his  ser- 
vices in  this  connection,  and  later  drew  as  his 
share  of  the  grant  lot  II  in  range  4.  Alter  this 
we  find  no  further  mention  of  him.  None  of  the 
original  grantees  of  Cavendish,  as  far  as  can  be 
learned,  ever  made  actual  settlement.  The  town 
was  rechartered  by  Governor  Tryon  under  New 
York  authority.  June  16,  1772,  and  granted  to 
other  parties,  and  it  would  now  Ik-  difficult  to  es- 
tablish the  identity  of  the  lots  as  laid  out  under 
the  original  charter. 

While  the  history  of  this  Captain  I!enjamin 
Whetcotub  is  shrouded  in  more  or  less  mvsterv. 
lie  traced  his  descent,  as  do  all  of  the  name  in 
America,  to  one  Symon  Whetcomb,  or  Whit- 
comb,  of  Dorsetshire,  England,  who  in  16.27  was 
granted  a  large  tract  of  land  lying  between  the 
Merriinac  ami  Charles  rivers.  This  Symon,  May 
13.  K>28,  was  elected  or  appointed  assistant  gov- 
ernor, or  assistant  deputy  governor  of  the  prov- 
ince. There  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  visited 
America,  hut  in  1633  his  son  John  ( 1 )  came  over 
and  settled  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  lived  until  1640,  when  he  removed  to  Scituate. 
and  thence,  in  1654.  to  Lancaster.  He  was  born 
in  1588  and  died  September  24.  loY>2.  and  with 
his  son  John  was  an  original  owner  of  the  town 
of  Lancaster.  He  had  eight  children,  one  of 
them,  Jonathan  (2),  sharing  with  a  brother  the 
home  farm  in  Lancaster.  This  Jonathan's  wife. 
Hannah,  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  July  18,  1092. 
at>out  six  months  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
They  had  nine  children.  The  youngest,  John  (3  ) 
was  born  May  12,  1684,  and  died  in  1720,  and 
to  him  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children, 
John.  Abigail.  Hannah  and  Asa. 

John  (4),  who  was  perhaps  the  most  noted  in 
the  military  line — and  the  Whitcombs  of  that  day 
were  essentially  a  fighting  family,  sixteen  of 
them  serving  in  the  Revolution  from  Lancaster 
alone. — was  born  in  17 14  or  1715  (laplized  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1714-15.  record  indefinite).)  He  served 
in  the  old  French  war  as  colonel,  at  Crown  Point 
in  1 755  and  Ticondcroga  in  1758.  and  represented 
Bolton  in  the  Massachusetts  legislature  in  1773. 
He  was  brigadier  general  in  1775.  appointed  nia- 
jor-geueral  in  1776  by  act  of  Congress,  and  served 
on  Long  Island  with  success  in  the  latter  year. 
General  John  died  November  17,  1785.  He  was 
twice  married  and  had  at  least  twelve  children. 


One  of  them.  Asa  (5),  was  a  colonel  ami  per- 
haps brigadier  general  of  militia,  and  his  son  Asa 
10)  was  also  a  colonel,  born  in  1800  and  buried 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1868. 

Asa  (4),  youngest  son  of  John  (3)  and 
brother  of  General  John,  was  left  with  the  latter 
an  orphan  at  an  early  age.  He  was  lx>rn  in  1719 
(baptized  August  16,  1719)  and  his  father  died 
the  following  >ear.  But  little  is  known  of  his 
boyhood.  lie  married,  first.  Eunice  Sawyer, 
probably  daughter  of  his  guardian.  Decemlnr  jo. 
1744.  and  by  her  had  seven  children.  Eunice, 
baptized  January  18,  1747,  married  a  Mr.  Ho- 
mer: Ephraim.  baptized  September  6,  1747.  lived 
some  time  in  St.  Albans.  Vermont,  and  died  in 
182*);  Abigail,  born  June  to,.  1749.  married  Colo- 
nel Ephraim  Richardson  :  Rebecca,  born  January 
17.  175 1 .  married  Jonas  Beaman,  died  DeceinK  r 
1838:  Katharine,  l»orn  June  12.  1753.  baptized 
July  1,  1753:  Hannah,  baptized  March  30.  17^5. 
Mary,  baptized  April  16.  1758.  He  married, 
second.  Petty  Sawyer,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  in 
I^mcaster,  second  precinct  (now  Sterling-.  Jan- 
uary 26,  1702,  and  by  her  had  eight  children: 
Asa,  born  February  18.  1764,  in  Sterling:  Cute, 
baptized  March  2.  17'rf);  lietsey.  baptized  May 
22.  1768,  married  a  sea  captain  in  Canada 
John,  baptized  May  27,  1770.  drowned  at  West 
Boylston,  Massachusetts.  1820;  Sarah  or  Sally . 
baptized  June  14,  1772,  married  Thomas  Jones, 
of  Princeton ;  Thomas,  born  in  1774.  physician, 
died  at  Lexington.  Massachusetts.  March 
1829:  Cornelius,  born  March  5.  1779.  died  in 
Oxford.  New  York,  December  12.  1845:  James 
(date  of  birth  unknown  and  no  further  record 
of  him). 

Asa  (  4)  appears  to  have  been  a  captain  in  the 
French  war  at  Crown  Point  in  1755  (  w  here  also 
Joseph  Whitcomb  was  a  captain  and  John  a 
colonel),  and  at  Ticondcroga  in  1758.  He  was 
selectman  about  1790,  represented  Lancaster  in 
the  general  court  from  17^)  to  1774,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  (1767I  ;  was  on  committee 
of  correspondence  in  1774  and  delegate  to  pro- 
vincial congress  at  Concord  in  1775.  In  the  lat- 
ter >ear  he  raised  a  regiment,  was  commissioned 
colonel  and  commanded  at  Prospect  Hill  during 
the  siege  of  Boston.  In  1776  his  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Ticondcroga  and  Crown  Point.  an<! 
he  had  two  of  his  sons  (some  records  say  three) 
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in  service  with  him  while  there.  Sparks,  in  his 
'  Life  of  Washington,''  says  that  when  the  army 
was  reorganized  Colonel  W'hitcomh  was  left 
without  a  command.  His  men  would  not  serve 
tinder  any  one  else,  and  refused  to  re-enlist, 
whereupon  he  volunteered  as  a  private,  and 
Washington  re-instated  him  in  command  of  a 
regiment  (Sixth  Massachusetts  foot),  to  which 
Colonel  Jonathan  Hrewcr  had  heen  assigned. 
I'.rewer  readily  gave  up  command  and  was  at 
<  rice  appointed  barrack  master.  The  "History 
of  Sterling.  Massachusetts,*'  says:  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  he  was  one  of  our  wealth- 
iest citizens.  He  was  for  many  years  entrusted 
with  the  most  important  and  responsible  offices. 
He  was  deacon  of  the  church  from  17*10.  repre- 
sentative from  Lancaster  before  the  division  1  of 
the  town),  and  justice  of  the  peace,  besides  his 
various  military  stations.  Such  was  his  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  and  so  great  his  confidence 
in  the  patriotism  and  integrity  of  his  country- 
men that  he  pledged  his  whole  fortune  upon  the 
faith  of  the  paper  currency  and  consequently  be- 
C'line  bankrupt.  He  removed  to  Princeton, 
where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  a  state  of 
abject  jKiverty,  sustained  by  a  conscious  integ- 
rity that  never  departed  from  him  and  by  an 
exalted  pietv  that  elevated  him  above  the  ills 
of  life." 

Asa  (5)  W'hitcomh,  son  of  Colonel  Asa  (4), 
l>orn  February  8,  1704.  was  proliably  with  his 
father  and  brother  Hphraim  at  Ticonderago  in 
1776.  although  then  only  twelve  years  of  age. 
In  the  Lancaster  records  F.phraim  and  Asa  were 
rated  as  corporals.  November  9,  1788,  Asa  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Hall,  of  Rutland,  Massachusetts. 
They  removed  to  Alstead.  New  Hampshire, 
where  they  lived  nearly  thirty  years  and  had  ten 
children : 

t.   Thomas.  l>orn  November  7,  17H9. 

2.  Hetsev.  born  September  13,  1791,  died 
July  6.  1874;  married  Dr.  Isaiah  Parker,,  of 
Cavendish,  and  had  two  children.  Hetsev  Miranda 
Parker,  born  March  17,  1823.  died  January  22. 
1K82.  married  Samuel  Lawrence  Adams :  and 
Isaiah  W'hitcomh  Parker,  born  February  4. 
1832.  died  July  28,  1864,  married  Lucia  L. 
Hart  on. 

3.  Asa,  born  May  27.  17<)3.  died  June  30, 
married,  first,  Olive  Yickery  and  had  two 


children.  Abigail,  born  March  12,  1819.  died 
September  t*t.  1822;  and  Julia  Ann.  born  <  >ctober 
17,  1823.  and  married  I.  Harvey  Huntley.  Asa 
married,  second,  Phoebe  Heckwith,  who  died  in 
September,  1876. 

4.  Rebecca,  born  October  13.  1796,  died  No- 
vember 27,  1863,  married  Luther  Italian!,  who 
died  June  12,  1874.  They  lived  in  Ohio  and  had 
eleven  children. 

5.  Abigail  Sawyer,  liorn  September  7,  179K. 
died  December  6,  1852:  married  Rev.  Samuel 
Mason,  who  died  in  Newburyport,  Massachu- 
setts.  They  had  seven  children. 

6  John  Adams,  born  July  22.  l8ot.  died 
February  10.  1881  ;  married,  first  Abigail  Mason, 
of  Cavendish,  who  died  December  5.  1831.  They 
had  two  daughters  :  Elizabeth  R„  bom  July  28. 
1828.  died  April  13,  187*),  and  she  married  Will- 
iam 15.  Davis,  of  Cavendish,  where  they  lived 
until  after  her  death  and  had  five  children: 
Charles  William,  Helen  Elizabeth,  Herbert  Fran- 
cis. Hattie  Edna  and  Flora  Ann.  Of  these  last 
named,  Helen  Elizabeth  married  Arteinas  Ran- 
dall, of  Chester,  Vermont,  and  died  there  Sep- 
tember 17,  1889.  leaving  three  children.  The 
others  went  to  Kansas  and  married,  and  are  all 
now  living  there  with  their  families.  John 
Adams  Whitcomb's  second  daughter.  Abigail 
Almira,  born  June  10,  1831,  married  Francis 
Foote  and  had  four  children.  She  is  now  living 
in  Newport,  New  Hampshire.  John  Adams  mar- 
ried, second,  Mrs.  Sarah  Lull,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren:  John  Hridane  (supposed  to  have  been 
killed  in  New  Mexico  by  Indians)  :  Frances  Ro- 
setta ;  Henjamin  Franklin ;  Harriet  Augusta : 
Mary  Antoinette;  Catherine  Parker;  Ceorgc 
Frank;  ami  Manette.  John  Adams  settled  in 
Kansas,  where  several  of  his  children  married 
and  now  reside  with  their  families. 

7.  Henjamin  Franklin  died  in  infancy,  March 
29.  1805. 

8.    Eunice  died  in  infancy. 
<).    Ephraim  died  in  infancy. 

10.  Hannah,  born  May  5,  181 2.  died  in  1839  : 
married  Jesse  Sawyer  and  had  one  daughter. 
Helen  Miranda,  born  April  1,  1838.  died  Jan- 
uary 3.  1870,  and  she  married  Henry  Howard 
and  had  three  children. 

Asa  (5)  was  a  farmer  while  in  Alstead.  New 
Hampshire,  but  little  can  be  learned  of  his  life 
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there,  save  that  he  again  served  his  country  in 
the  war  of  181 2  and  retired  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant. In  the  fall  of  1816  he  removed  from 
Alstcad  with  his  son  Thomas,  and  they  partially 
cleared  a  tract  of  land  in  Cavendish,  which  the 
latter  had  bought  of  Ephraim  Beaman,  of  Prince- 
ton, Massachusetts,  at  whose  house  Asa's  father, 
the  colonel,  died.  They  went  back  to  Alstcad  for 
the  winter  and  returned  to  Cavendish  with  the 
rest  of  the  family  March  17,  1817.  The  follow- 
ing summer  Thomas  erected,  on  the  site  of  the 
dwelling  now  owned  by  Henry  J.  Belcher,  the 
house  which  was  the  home  of  the  Whitcombs  for 
forty  years,  and  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1879.  Lieutenant  Asa  lived  on  the  Wheeler 
farm  adjoining.  He  died  January  5.  1835;  his 
wife  Rebecca,  August  11,  1831.  They  were 
buried  on  the  home  farm  as  a  better  security 
against  grave  robbery,  which  was  practiced  to 
some  extent  in  those  days,  and  years  afterwards 
were  removed  to  Mount  Union  cemetery  in 
Cavendish. 

Thomas  (6)  eldest  child  of  Lieutenant  Asa, 
was  l>orn  in  Alstcad,  November  7,  1789.  He 
married,  first,  in  1810,  Nabby  Harding,  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  James  Harding,  born  July  23, 
181 1  :  and,  second,  Anna  Wenlworth,  June  27, 
1813,  who  bore  him  seven  children  :  Anna  Abi- 
gail, Rosilla  Calista,  Willard  Franklin.  Asa 
Wentworth.  Victoria  Maria,  Merrick  Warren 
and  Victor  Orlando.  Thomas  was  by  trade  a 
carpenter,  but  it  may  be  added,  by  profession  a 
teacher,  as  he  acted  in  that  capacity  for  twenty- 
six  winters  in  various  districts  in  his  own  and 
adjoining  towns,  including  several  terms  in  the 
old  Cavendish  Academy.  He  was  clerk  ami  treas- 
urer of  the  First  Universalist  Society  when  it 
organized.  March  11,  1837,  and  was  town  auditor 
for  some  time,  but  never  sought  office.  In  the 
old  cavalry  troop  of  that  day  he  rode  with  three 
of  his  sons,  but  held  no  commisison.  After  a 
sojourn  of  forty  years  on  the  old  farm  he  re- 
moved to  Cavendish  village,  where  he  spent  most 
of  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  St. 
Charles.  Illinois,  where  he  had  gone  to  visit  his 
daughter,  April  13.  1869.  His  hotly  was  brought 
back  to  Cavendish  and  buried  in  Mt.  I'nion  cem- 
etery. His  second  wife,  Anna  Wentworth.  was 
a  descendant  of  that  royalist  family  which 
furnished    three    colonial    governors    for  New 


Hampshire,  and  included  in  its  genealogy  King 
Edward  VT  of  England.  She  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1793,  and  died  in  Cavendish,  July  24, 
i860'. 

James  Harding  (7)  Whilcomb,  eldest  son  of 
Thomas  (6),  born  in  Alstcad,  July  23,  1S11, 
lived  in  Cavendish  and  the  adjoining  town  of 
Reading  and  was  a  shoemaker.  He  was  also 
bugler  for  the  old  cavalry  troop.  He  married 
Louisa  M.  Philbrick,  of  Reading,  May  17,  1S35, 
and  they  had  five  children:  Loretta  C.,  born 
June  22,  1836,  died  January  22,  1837;  Marciene 
Hamilton,  Abbie  Louise,  Volney  Orlando  and 
Victoria  Miranda.  He  died  in  Cavendish  June 
7,  1884,  and  his  wife  Louisa  October  15,  1882. 

Marciene  Hamilton  (8)  Whitcomb  was  born 
October  25,  1837,  in  Reading,  Vermont.  After  re- 
ceiving a  common  school  education  he  worked 
in  the  woolen  mills  in  Cavendish  and  Springfield. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  as  a  musi- 
cian and  after  that  resumed  the  woolen  business 
in  Newport,  New  Hampshire,  and  Otter  River, 
Massachusetts.  He  was  of  an  inventive  nature 
and  made  various  improvements  in  the  machin- 
ery then  used,  whereby  its  efficiency  was  greatly 
increased.  In  1875  he  went  to  Holyoke,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  occupied  for  ten  years  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  the  Springfield  Blanket 
Company,  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of 
horse  blankets  in  the  country.  He  was  appointed 
chief  of  police  of  the  city  of  Holyoke  in 
January.  1886,  and  served  six  years  in  that 
capacity.  He  was  mayor  of  Holyoke  in  1893 
and  1894.  and  in  November  of  the  latter  year 
was  elected  state  senator  for  the  second  Hamp- 
den district,  which  position  he  filled  with  credit 
to  himself  and  his  constituents.  He  has  been 
for  years  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  is 
now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  president  of  the 
Holyoke  Business  Men's  Association.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason  and  one  of  the  best  known  men 
in  his  section, 

He  married  Jane  H.  Weber.  August  8,  1856, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Eugene  II.  Whitcomb. 
horn  October  6,  1857.  The  latter  marircd  Carrie 
Davis,  of  Kecnc,  New  Hampshire,  in  September, 
1882,  and  their  only  child,  Marciene  E.,  was 
born  in  June.  1889.  They  al!  reside  in  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. 

Abbie  Louise  (8)  Whilcomb,  daughter  of 
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James  Harding  (7),  bom  May  26,  1839,  married 
Clark  A.  Spencer,  of  Middlebury,  Vermont,  June 
6,  1857.  He  died  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
in  1902.  They  had  two  children,  Harry  H.  Spen- 
cer, born  February  25,  1859;  and  Homer  A. 
Spencer,  born  December  19,  1861,  both  of  whom 
are  now  living,  as  is  their  mother,  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

Volney  Orlando  (8)  Whitcomb,  son  of  James 
Harding  (7),  born  October  19,  1841,  now  lives 
on  the  home  place  in  Cavendish.  He  married, 
first,  Lizzie  13.  Edwards,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
March  15,  1871.  She  died  July  15,  1876.  They 
had  two  children,  Harold  Volney,  born  April  12, 
1875,  now  stenographer  in  the  Rutland  Railroad 
office  at  Rutland,  and  Lizzie  Louise,  born  July 
10,  1876,  who  lives  with  her  parents.  Volney 
O.  married,  second,  Abbie  J.  Allen,  December  1 1, 
1887. 

Victoria  Miranda  (8)  Whitcomb,  daughter 
of  James  Harding  (7),  born  March  1 1,  1846, 
married  Collins  Norton,  of  Ohio.  He  is  now 
dead,  and  she  resides  in  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Anna  Abigail  (7),  first  daughter  of  Thomas 
Whitcomb  (6)  and  Anna  Wcntworth,  was  born 
in  Alstead,  October  7,  1814,  and  died  in  St. 
Charles,  Illinois,  February  6,  1886.  She  married 
Timothy  Adams  Wheeler,  of  Cavendish,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1838,  and  went  to  Illinois.  They  had 
lix  children,  Emeroy  (daughter),  born  Septem- 
ber 3,  1839,  died  August  14,  1862 ;  Elizabeth 
Forrest,  born  July  21,  1844:  Willard  Wentworth, 
born  September  6,  1847;  Rhoda  E.,  born  No- 
vember 2,  1848,  died  November  22,  1898;  Flora 
Ann,  born  March  6,  1850;  and  Charles,  born 
July  19,  1855.  These  children  all  married  and 
had  families,  and  those  now  living  are  in  Illinois, 
Minnesota  and  California. 

Rosilla  Calista  (7),  daughter  of  Thomas  (6) 
and  Anna,  born  in  Cavendish.  May  25,  1817, 
married  Friend  Chapman,  July  5,  1836.  He 
died  September  27,  1889.  They  had  no  chil- 
dren. She  is  now  living  in  Cavendish,  having 
passed  her  eighty-sixth  birthday. 

William  Franklin  (j)  Whitcomb,  son  of 
Thomas  (6)  and  Anna,  was  born  in  Cavendish, 
March  29,  1819.  He  lived  in  town  nearly  all 
his  life  and  was  a  carpenter.  He  was  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  old  cavalry  troop,  serv- 


ing successively  as  coronet,  lieutenant  and  cap- 
tain. He  married  Lutheria  F.  Nutting,  of  Rock- 
ingham, April  28,  1845,  and  by  her  had  one  son, 
Frederick  Franklin,  born  October  14,  1850.  The 
latter  married  Fannie  L.  Bridges,  of  Springfield, 
January  26,  1881,  and  they  had  one  child,  Fred 
Ferry  Whitcomb,  born  October  26,  1887,  who 
now  lives  with  his  mother  in  Winchcndon,  Mas- 
sachusetts. Frederick  Franklin  died  in  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  in  business  as  a 
druggist,  March  24,  1890,  and  his  body  was 
buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies  in  Cavendish 
cemetery.  Willard  Franklin  (7)  died  in  Caven- 
dish November  18,  1898,  and  his  wife,  Lutheria, 
February  8,  1902. 

Asa  Wentworth  (7)  Whitcomb,  fourth  child 
of  Thomas  (6)  and  Anna  (Wentworth)  was 
born  in  Cavendish  September  1 1,  1822.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Tilden 
Academy,  was  coronet  in  the  cavalry  troop,  and 
at  an  early  age  started  in  life  as  clerk  in  a  coun- 
try store.  In  1849,  during  the  construction  of 
the  Rutland  &  Burlington  Railroad,  he  was  the 
first  station  agent  at  Cavendish,  and  the  first 
mail  agent  on  the  road  when  there  were  no  mail 
cars  and  the  bags  were  handled  on  any  kind  of 
car — passenger,  box  or  flat — that  was  available. 
In  December,  1849,  the  road  was  completed  from 
Rutland  to  Burlington,  and  he  ran  for  a  time 
as  conductor  of  the  old  "lightning  express"  be- 
tween those  points.  Afterwards  he  was  ticket 
agent  at  Rutland,  and  in  succeeding  years  he 
served  in  various  other  capacities  in  railroad, 
hotel  and  mercantile  life.  November  28,  1852, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Warren  Hill  (born  March  5, 
1829),  of  Cavendish,  and  they  had  four  children: 
Charles  Warren  ;  a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy, 
August  8,  1857;  George  Wentworth;  and  Anna 
Wentworth,  born  December  14,  1862,  died  Au- 
gust 3,  1864.  Asa  Wentworth  (7)  died  in 
Cavendish  April  13,  1890. 

Charles  Warren  (8)  Whitcomb  was  born  in 
Rutland,  Vermont,  October  15,  1854.  In  1858 
his  parents  moved  back  to  Cavendish,  where  he 
gained  such  education  as  the  district  schools  af- 
forded, which  was  supplemented  by  a  term  or 
two  at  the  Green  Mountain  Institute,  South 
Woodstock,  and  the  Rutland  high  school.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  work  in  the  Na- 
tional Black  River  Bank  in  Proctorsville,  leaving, 
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however,  after  a  year's  service  to  take  a  position 
with  the  Vermont  C  entral  Railroad  at  Cavendish. 
This  he  held  for  a  year,  and  then  went  to  Bur- 
lington as  billing  clerk  for  the  National  and 
I'nited  States  and  Canada  Express  Companies. 
In  1874  he  returned  to  Proctorsville  and  resumed 
service  at  the  National  Black  River  Bank,  and  in 
187S  was  appointed  cashier  thereof,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  On  attaining  his  majority 
he  became  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  was  master  of  I. a  Fayette  Lodge,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  in  1881  and  1882,  and  served  the  same  as 
secretary  eighteen  years.  He  was  high  priest  of 
Skitchewaug  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Lud- 
low. Vermont,  four  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
Springfield  Council,  R.  &•  S.  M.,  Springfield.  Ver- 
mont :  Vermont  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  and  Wind- 
sor Lodge  of  Perfection.  W  indsor,  Vermont ;  and 
Vermont  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  of  Burling- 
ton. He  has  been  grand  treasurer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  of  the  grand  chapter  of  Vermont  since 
1887,  of  the  council  of  delitteration,  A.  A.  S.  R., 
since  i8t)0.  and  the  grand  commandery  of  Ver- 
mont, Knights  Templar  since  1901.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Con- 
stantine,  and  of  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  Montpelier,  and  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  supreme  council,  A.  A.  Scottish 
Rite,  thirty-third  degree.  He  was  elected 
from  Cavendish  representative  to  the  general  as- 
sembly in  1898  and  served  on  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means  and  the  committee  on  banks. 
Rt-eJected  in  1900.  he  served  again  on  the  latter 
committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  /and  of  the  Vermont  His- 
torical Society ;  is  a  Democrat  in  |>olitics  and  a 
Universalist  in  religion  and  at  present  is  treas- 
urer of  the  town  of  Cavendish  and  of  the  Dut- 
tonsvillc  common  school  district.  March  10. 
18S7.  he  married  Nellie  F.  Ward,  of  Cavendish. 
They  have  no  children,  their  only  daughter  dying 
at  birth,  February  25,  1888. 

George  Went  worth  (8)  Whitcomb,  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1859.  married,  first.  Lula  Wilder,  who 
died  January  28,  1888.  They  had  two  children, 
Charles  Dana,  born  in  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont, 
October  3.  1885:  and  Lula  Marion,  born  Jan- 
uary 5.  1888.  He  married,  second,  Clara  C.  Bar- 
lett.  of  Cavendish,  and  they  live  in  Bellows  Falls. 


where  George  Wentworth  is  a  locomotive  en- 
gineer. 

Victoria  Maria  (7)  daughter  of  Thomas  (6) 
ami  Anna  Whitcomb,  was  born  January  25, 
1825.  January  2,  1850,  she  married  Jackson 
Spanieling,  who  died  June  24,  1888,  in  Cavendish, 
where  she  now  lives  with  her  sister,  Rosilla  C. 
Chapman.   They  had  no  children. 

Merrick  Warren  (7)  Whitcomb,  son  of 
Thomas  16)  and  Anna,  was  born  May  25.  1^27, 
ami  died  February  2,  1856.    He  never  married. 

Victor  Orlando  (7)  Whitcomb,  last  child  of 
Thomas  (6)  and  Anna  was  born  January  18, 
1830.  and  died  January  4,  1837. 

The  foregoing  is  a  record,  more  or  less  com- 
plete, of  that  branch  of  the  Whitcomb  family 
that  settled  in  Cavendish.  No  attempt  can  here 
be  made  to  follow  out  the  lines  of  the  various 
members  of  the  family  who  located  elsewhere 
throughout  the  state.  One  of  the  early  residents 
of  Ludlow,  an  adjoining  town,  was  Jonathan 
Whitcomb.  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  came 
from  Westminster,  Massachusetts,  and  had 
seventeen  children.  Barnard,  Rochester  and 
Stockbridge  each  had  an  Asa  Whitcomb  for  a 
grantee  or  first  settler,  and  in  Bethel  and  Spring- 
field, \\  hitcombs  have  been  numerous.  In  Wind- 
ham county,  Cyrus  Whitcomb,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
first  inhabitants  of  Brookline,  and  in  Chitten- 
den. Rutland  and  Washington  counties,  the  fam- 
ily has  always  been  represented.  In  the  colonial 
struggles  and  the  Revolution  the  Whitcombs 
bore  their  full  share.  They  were  not  found 
wanting  in  our  later  conflicts.  And  while  the 
family,  perhaps,  has  not  been  noted  for  its  great 
men,  many  of  its  members  have  made,  in  various 
lines  of  life,  records  of  which  neither  they  nor 
their  posterity  have  any  reason  to  be  ashamed. 

THE  HILL  FAMILY  OF  CAVENDISH. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution.  Aaron 
Hill  was  a  well-to-do  resident  of  Sudbury.  Mas- 
sachusetts. In  common  with  hundreds  of  others 
he  left  his  family  and  went  to  the  war,  at  the 
close  of  which  he  came  out  broken  down  phys- 
ically and  financially,  and  was  compelled  by  stress 
of  circumstances  to  let  his  children,  in  a  great 
measure,  shift  for  themselves.    He  had  married 
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Catharine  Hall,  whose  lather  was  a  nnalist  ami. 
the  hitter's  property  having  been  confiscated  by 
the  Americans,  he  hail  gone  hack  to  England, 
whence  he  came.  Aaron  and  Catherine  had  born 
to  them  a  brood  of  children  unusually  numerous 
even  in  those  prolific  times.  The  exact  number 
has  been  lost  to  the  world,  but  a  tradition  exists 
in  the  family  that  when,  late  in  the  day.  and 
Nature  seeming  well  nigh  exhausted,  a  daughter 
made  her  appearance,  whom  no  one  thought 
could  by  any  possibility  be  other  than  the  last, 
she  was  named  Finis.  And  w  hen,  through  some 
unaccountable  providence,  another  came  on  the 
scene  in  title  process  of  time  therafter,  it  was  at 
first  decided  to  call  her  Renew.  Wiser  counsel 
prevailed,  however,  and  the  child  was  christened 
Caudace.  probably  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  loss  of  an  earlier  Candace,  who  died  at  the 
aye  of  fourteen. 

(  )f  the  children  of  Aaron  and  Catharine  Hill 
who<-e  records  are  known,  Joseph  was  impressed 
and  carried  away  to  sea.  Timothy  married,  had 
quite  a  large  family,  and  finally  went  south.  Ann 
married  a  Clark.  Mary  married  a  Bacon,  lived 
in  Xatick  and  had  three  children.  Martha  mar- 
ried George  Domett,  and  some  of  their  descend- 
ant- now  live  in  Boston.  Hannah  married  a 
McConly,  went  to  Whitehall,  New  York,  and 
thence  west.  Nancy  married  John  Irving,  lived 
in  Boston  and  had  two  sons.  Sally  married  a 
Checkering  and  had  at  least  six  children.  Can- 
dance  married  Jonathan  Greenwood,  of  Fram- 
ington,  and  had  six  daughters.  Samuel  married 
and  had  seven  children,  one  of  his  sons,  Joseph, 
being  for  years  a  well  known  resident  of  W  or- 
cester, Massachusetts;  a  daughter,  Harriet  X.. 
married  a  Billings  and  is  now  living  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  \V.  H.  Blanchard,  in  Worcester, 
and  George  A.  Billings,  her  son,  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Abel  Hill,  the  son  with  whom  we  have  mostly 
to  deal  in  this  record,  was  born  in  Sudbury,  Mas- 
sachusetts, July  25,  1787,  ami  was  "bound  out" 
at  a  very  early  age  to  a  man  named  Frost,  in 
Framingham.  In  this  vicinity  he  lived  during 
his  younger  days  and  was  at  length  taken  by  hi- 
uncle  Tim,  who  was  a  wheelwright,  to  Alstead. 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  met  Nancy  Fisher, 
who  was  born  in  Stowe,  Massachusetts.  March 
n.  1793.  and  who  subsequently  became  his  wife. 


Abel  was  a  natural  mechanic,  and  while  living 
in  Alstead  built  a  small  threat  I  mill  complete  from 
the  dam  to  the  machinery,  mostly  with  his  own 
hands,  and  then  operated  it  for  a  time.  In  order 
to  market  his  goods  he  had  to  employ  peddlers 
on  the  road,  and  one  of  these,  one  Page,  after 
disposing  of  a  large  quantity  of  thread,  was  un- 
able ttt  settle  his  indebtedness  otherwise  than 
by  turning  over  to  his  cretlitor  a  lot  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Mooers,  New  York.  Abel,  on  his 
way  to  inspect  his  new  possessions,  stopped  over 
night  at  the  old  Dutton  tavern  in  Cavendish,  Ver- 
mont. He  pursued  his  journey  on  f<x>t  ami  by 
stage  until  he  reached  his  destination,  only  to  find 
that  his  property  was  a  howling  wilderness  and 
so  infested  with  wild  animals  that  he  turned 
al)out  ami  hurried  home,  ami  never  afterward  at- 
tempted to  take  possession  of  the  land,  w  hich  w  as 
years  later  sold  for  taxes. 

His  visit  to  Cavendish,  however,  was  the 
means  of  his  subsequently  taking  up  his  abode 
in  that  town,  which  he  did  in  October,  1834,  as- 
>uming  charge  of  the  carding  department  in  the 
wtiolen  nulls  which  had  just  been  erected  there. 
His  mechanical  genius  found  plenty  of  exercise 
in  Cavendish.  He  was  a  good  musician  and  a 
fair  player  on  the  violin,  and  in  his  spare  tune 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  these  instru- 
ments, bass  viols  and  others  of  that  ilk.  This 
business  he  followed  after  his  retirement  from  the 
mill,  adding  thereto  the  instruction  of  scores  of 
young  men  and  women  who  learned  from  him 
to  play  the  instruments  he  constructed  for  them. 
His  workshop  was  a  curiosity,  his  lathe  and  tools 
of  all  kinds  being  for  the  most  part  made  by 
himself. 

Not  long  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  "gold 
fever"  in  1849,  he  went  to  California,  but  re- 
turned shortly  and  afterwards  made  too  other 
trips,  all  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  His  visits,  al- 
though made  after  he  was  sixty  years  of  age, 
were  fairly  successful  financially. 

Abel  and  Nancy  Fisher  Hill  were  married 
January  1,  1813,  ami  had  eleven  children,  all 
born  before  they  came  to  Vermont,  in  Alstead. 
New  1  lampshire.  and  Marlboro  and  Westboro. 
Massachusetts :  Fliza  hosier,  born  October  20. 
1813.  tlietl  in  1832;  Alxl  Fisher;  Harvey  Mon- 
roe :  Samuel  Dana  .  <  ieorgc  Sparhawk  ;  Nancy  M.. 
l»orn  .January  28,  1823,  died  in  1843:  Mary  A.; 
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Susan  born  April  29,  1827,  died  September 
I,  1847;  Elizabeth  Warren;  Sarah  Eliza;  and 
Ellen  A.,  born  November  3,  1833,  died  October 
4,  1836.  Abel  Hill  died  in  Cavandish,  April  30, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  wife  Nancy 
died  November  19,  1864. 

Abel  Fisher  Hill,  born  in  Alstead,  April  5, 
18 1 7,  was  a  wool  sorter,  and  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  the  mills  at  Cavendish  and  Proctorsville, 
Vermont,  and  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts.  He 
died  October  21,  1890,  at  the  latter  place,  and 
his  body  was  brought  to  Proctorsville  for  inter- 
ment. He  married  Susan  Field,  who  died  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  July  1,  1902,  and  they 
had  one  daughter,  Ella,  now  the  wife  of  Edwin 
D.  Paige,  manager  of  the  Valley  Worsted  Mills 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  They  have  two 
children,  Frank  and  Alice,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Herbert  P.  Emory,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Harvey  P.  Monroe  Hill  Hill,  born  in  Alstead, 
October  13,  1819,  started  out  in  life  as  clerk  in  a 
country  store.  He  was  j>ostmaster  at  Proctors- 
ville, Vermont,  in  1848-49,  and  in  the  latter  year 
went  to  California  "around  the  Horn"  with  a 
party  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  mostly 
from  New  England,  some  of  whom  made  their 
mark  in  the  world  later  on.  For  many  years  he 
experienced  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  miner's  life. 
He  was  for  a  long  time  the  companion  of  James 
W.  Marshall,  the  discoverer  of  gold  in  Califor- 
nia, being  with  the  latter  when  he  died  in  an  old 
cabin  near  Coloma  in  1885.  He  came  back  to 
Vermont  shortly  after  Marshall's  death,  bring- 
ing with  him  several  mementoes  of  the  discoverer 
which  the  writer  has  in  his  possession,  but  re- 
mained only  a  few  years,  and  then  returned  to 
California,  where  he  died  December  3,  1891,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  was  buried  in  the 
miners'  cemetery  in  Oakland,  which  is  the  rest- 
ing place  of  many  of  tlie  '"Forty-niners"  and  Cal- 
ifornia pioneers.    He  never  married. 

Samuel  Dana  Hill,  born  May  17,  1821,  was 
brought  up  in  the  woolen  business.  May  t6, 
1842,  lie  married  Eliza  Ann  Giddings,  of  Felch- 
ville,  Vermont,  and  they  removed  to  California 
about  i8fo.  They  bad  five  children:  Nancie 
Ann,  Harvey  Dana,  Elizabeth  (who  lived  only  a 
few  weeks),  Florence  Eliza  and  Helen  Maria. 
Samuel  Dana  Hill  died  January  22,  1901,  and  his 
wife  Eliza  Ann  in  the  following  year. 


Nancie  A.  Hill,  born  April  12,  1843,  was  mar" 
ried  in  Downieville,  California,  April  5,  1863,  to 
Henry  Strange  and  they  had  two  children,  George 
Dana  Strange,  born  June  2,  1864;  and  Alice 
Margaret,  born  September  28,  1880.  George 
Dana  Strange  married  Mary  Campbell,  of 
Downieville,  December  10,  1888,  and  they  have 
one  daughter  living,  Irene  Strange,  born  May 
23,  1898.  Henry  Strange  died  November  I, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  He  was  clerk  of 
Sierra  county  for  twenty  years  and  was  widely 
known. 

Harvey  Dana  Hill,  born  in  Felchville,  Ver- 
mont, December  14,  1849,  married  Triphenia 
Hall,  of  Downieville,  in  1872,  and  they  had  rive 
children :  Harvey  Dana  and  Charles  Aliel 
(twins),  born  in  June,  1873;  John,  Samuel  and 
May.  Samuel  Hill  married  Annie  Beard,  and 
is  editor  of  a  paper  at  Etna  Mills,  California. 

Florence  Eliza  Hill,  born  in  Downieville,  July 
13,  1861,  married  F.  D.  Soward,  July  14,  18S0, 
and  they  had  two  children :  Estclle  Tabitha, 
born  May  14,  1883;  and  Frances  Eliza,  l>orn 
March  2,  1891.  Mr.  Soward  was  for  a  time 
superior  judge  of  Sierra  county  and  is  now  a 
prominent  attorney  in  Downieville. 

Helen  Maria  Hill,  born  June  18.  1863,  mar- 
ried Frank  R.  Wchc,  a  lawyer  of  Downieville, 
June  18,  1882,  and  they  had  four  children :  Van 
Clief,  born  November  9,  1883;  Donald  Henry, 
bom  March  7,  1886;  Frank  RosweU,  bom  June 
6,  1892;  and  Helen,  bom  April  2,  1895. 

George  Sparhawk  Hill,  youngest  son  of  Abel 
and  Nancy,  was  born  in  Walpole,  New  Hamp- 
shire, May  31,  1822.  He  attended  the  Cavendish 
public  schools  and  I.udlow  Academy,  early  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  and  settled  in  Proc- 
tcrsvillc,  Vermont,  in  1847.  He  went  to  Califor- 
nia via  the  Isthmus  route  in  1850,  but  soon  rc- 
turned  to  Vermont,  and  was  postmaster  at  Proc- 
lersville  under  President  Pierce.  He  became 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  Mack  River  in  1856  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  after  the  conversion 
of  the  old  state  bank  into  the  National  Black 
River  Bank,  and  until  his  election  to  the  presi- 
dency in  1878.  He  has  now  retired  from  active 
duty  in  the  bank,  but  is  still  its  vice  president 
He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  and  town  tras- 
urer  for  many  years,  and  has  held  various  other 
offices.    He  married  Harriet  Smith,  of  Shrews- 
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bury,  Vermont,  and  they  had  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Helen  M.  Fitton  and  Mrs.  Anna  S.  Pickett,  both 
now  living  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  The 
former  has  one  son,  Robert  II.  Fitton,  and  two 
daughters,  Helen  and  Mary;  and  Mrs.  Pickett 
has  also  a  son,  Harold  G.  Robert  H.  Fitton  mar- 
ried Amelia  Lovejoy,  of  Proctersville,  Vermont, 
and  they  have  one  child. 

Mary  A.  Hill,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Nancy, 
born  March  12,  1825,  married  Edward  H.  Fletch- 
er, of  Cavendish,  son  of  Dr.  Alpheus  Fletcher, 
and  nephew  of  Ex-Governor  Ryland  Fletcher. 
They  removed  to  New  York  city  and  had  seven 
children :  Robert,  Alpheus,  Richard,  Mary,  Em- 
ily, Helen  and  Harriet.  Robert,  a  graduate  of 
West  Point,  has  been  for  years  at  the  head  of 
the  Thayer  School  of  Engineering;  connected 
with  Dartmouth  College.  He  marired  Miss  Hunt- 
ington, of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  where  they 
now  reside  with  their  son  and  daughter.  Al- 
pheus, the  second  son  of  Edward  II.  and  Mary 
Fletcher,  died  several  years  ago.  Emily  married 
Asa  W.  Rogers,  of  Brooklyn,  who  is  now  dead, 
and  they  had  four  sons.  Richard  also  married, 
and  his  wife  died  in  1901.  The  Fletchers,  with 
the  exception  of  Robert's  familv,  all  live  in  New 
York. 

Elizabeth  Warren  Hill,  daughter  of  Abel  and 
Nancy,  born  in  Westboro,  Massachusetts,  March 
5,  1829,  married  Asa  Wcntworth  Whitcomb,  of 
Cavendish,  November  28,  1852.  He  died  April 
13,  1890.  They  had  four  children,  in  whose  rec- 
ords appear  the  genealogy  of  the  Whitcomb 
family  in  this  work. 

Sarah  Eliza  Hill,  daughter  of  Abel  and 
Nancy,  was  bom  April  25,  1832.  April  14,  1859, 
she  married  Francis  Wayland  Ely,  who  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Vermont.  March  28,  1828,  and 
they  had  three  children  :  Frank  Dana,  Harry  Hill 
and  Richard  Skinner.  Frank  Dana  Ely,  born  in 
Cavendish,  March  13,  i860,  married  Flora  Maria 
Cady,  of  Foxboro,  Massachusetts,  and  they  had 
two  children,  in  Windsor,  Vermont:  Florence 
Vivian,  born  May  14,  1887,  and  Helen  Lora, 
born  March  4,  1889.  They  reside  in  Proctor, 
Vermont.  Harry  Hill  Ely,  born  November  26, 
1861,  married  Lillian  Prouty  P'ield,  of  Grafton, 
Vermont,  August  15,  1891.  She  died  March  5, 
1900,  leaving  two  daughters,  both  born  in  Proc- 
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tor,  Vermont,  Gladys  Lillian,  born  July  5,  1896, 
and  Sarah  Harriet,  born  September  3,  1897. 

Richard  Skinner  Ely,  born  in  Cavendish,  De- 
cember 20,  1863,  is  a  physician  and  a  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  College.  May  18,  1891,  he  mar- 
ried Ethel  Louise,  daughter  of  General  Thomas 
O.  Scaver,  of  Woodstock,  Vermont.  She  died 
October  21,  1893,  leaving  a  son,  Roland  Seaver 
Ely,  born  October  20,  1893.  Second,  he  married 
Eva  Mabelle  Sherwin,  of  West  Townsend,  Mass- 
achusetts, November  14,  1900.  Dr.  Ely  has  been 
a  successful  practitioner  at  Brownsville  and  Proc- 
torsville,  Vermont,  and  is  now  located  in  West 
Ton nsond,  Massachusetts. 

ERASTUS  PHILO  FAIRMAX,  M.  D. 

Erastus  Philo  Fairmau,  M.  D.,  of  Hard  wick, 
was  born  July  15,  1828,  in  Albany,  Vermont,  a 
son  of  Erastus  Fairman.  He  comes  of  honored 
colonial  stock,  being  a  direct  descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Fairman,  or  Fir- 
min,  as  the  name  was  originally  spelled,  the  line 
of  descent  being  as  follows:  John,  John,  John, 
John,  James,  John.  Erastus,  Erastus  Philo. 

John  Firmin  (1),  the  immigrant  ancestor, 
came  from  Suffolk,  England,  and  was  at  Water- 
town  in  1630.  According  to  Savage,  he  may  have 
returned  to  England  and  come  again,  from  Ips- 
wich, Suffolk,  in  the  ship  Elizabeth,  in  1634, 
being  then  aged  forty-six  years.  There  was  a 
Josiah  Firmin  at  Boston  in  1640,  and  these  are 
supposed  to  be  the  sons  named,  with  a  wife  and 
other  children,  in  the  will  of  Giles  Finnyn,  of 
Stoke  Nayland,  diocese  of  Norwich,  England. 
This  will  was  made  June  4,  1597,  and  proved 
July  16,  following.  Bond's  History  of  Water- 
town  says  John  Firmin  came  over  in  1630  and 
settled  in  Watcrtown,  where  his  wigwam  was 
burned  November  10,  of  that  year.  He  was  ad- 
mitted freeman  May  18,  1631,  and  was  deacon 
and  selectman  in  1638.  Meantime  he  had  re- 
turned to  England,  embarking  again  at  Ipswich, 
in  April,  1634.  lie  was  a  grantee  of  eight  lots, 
two  of  which  were  home  stalls,  and  his  heirs  sold 
his  lands  in  Watertown  to  Barnabas  Farr,  of  Bos- 
ton.   He  died  before  1653. 

The  first  notice  of  John  Fairman  (2)  is  in  the 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  records,  where  notice  is 
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made  of  tlic  birth  to  him  and  his  wife  Elizal>cth 
of  a  daughter,  December  11.  1074.  His  name 
appears  on  a  petition  made  .May  12.  1683,  from 
those  who  hail  grants  of  land  at  "Fresh  W  att: 
l'rouke,"  now  Enfield,  Connecticut.  About  1075 
he  removed  from  Salem  to  Newbury,  Massachus- 
etts, and  from  there  to  Enfield,  about  1(1*2-3. 
with  the  other  earliest  settlers.  He  lived  in  the 
lower  part  of  Enfield,  and  died  out  of  town,  in 
1084.  being  survived  by  his  wife  Elizabeth.  In 
1 7 1 2  she  deeded  land  to  her  younger  son.  James. 
There  were  three  daughters  and  two  sons. 

John  Fainnan  (3),  (or  Firman,  as  it  was 
spelled  ),  was  born  October  5,  1678,  in  Newbury. 
Massachusetts,  and  before  1705  was  married  to 
a  woman  named  Sarah.  His  second  marriage, 
February  8.  1715.  was  to  Hannah  Spaulding.  of 
Killingly.  Connecticut.  He  died  May  27,  1753. 
at  his  home  in  South  Killingly,  where  he  settled 
as  early  as  1714.  Four  of  the  five  children  of  his 
first  marriage  were  baptized  in  Killingly,  June  10. 
1722.  but  they  were  probably  born  between  1705 
and  1714.    Of  these, 

John  Fainnan  (  4)  married  Elizabeth  Hughes. 
March  11,  1736.  He  lived  in  Killingly.  and  died 
there  March  22,  1778,  being  survived  by  his  wife 
until  November  1.  1789.  They  had  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.   The  third. 

John  Fainnan  <$).  born  July  22,  1738.  in  Kii- 
lingly,  Connecticut,  married  Funice  Carey.  Janu- 
ary 4.  1754.  The  date  of  his  death  and  the  num- 
ber of  his  children  are  unknown.     ( >ne  son. 

John  Fainnan  <6),  born  May  5,  1779,  *n  Kil- 
lingly. married.  February  4.  1802,  Anna  Corey, 
who  was  born  July  25,  1778,  ami  died  August  1, 
|8_><).  He  married,  second,  1831,  Polly  Rowell, 
who  was  horn  October  11,  1781.  and  died  July 
2T.  1S71.  He  died  in  Wolcott,  Vermont.  Febru- 
ary 2.  180X,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  eight  month- 
and  twenty-seven  days,  having  removed  in  1804 
to  that  town  from  Albany.  Vermont,  where  lv 
settled  in  1803.  His  only  child,  Erastus,  being 
dead,  he  moved  next  to  Wolcott  to  live  with  his 
grandson,  Erastus  Phi  In,  the  last  four  years  of 
his  life.  In  1S00  he  migrated  from  Killingly. 
Connecticut,  to  Craftsbury,  Vermont,  and  thence 
went  to  settle  in  the  wilderness  of  Albanv,  in 
iSov  his  iK-ing  the  fourteenth  family  tu  locate 
in  that  town.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  town,  and  was  influential  in 


the  management  of  affairs,  serving  in  town  and 
county  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
had  only  one  child,  Erastus. 

Erastus  Fainnan  (7)  was  born  in  Crafts- 
burs.  Vermont,  April  20,  1803,  but  sytcnl  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Albany.  A  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  he  was  held  in  high  esteem, 
and.  like  his  father,  held  many  of  the  more  im- 
portant town  attd  county  offices,  during  the  later 
years  of  his  life  being  a  deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Albany.  He  married,  first, 
October  15.  1826,  Susan  Mclntire,  of  Lancaster. 
Xew  Hampshire.  She  died  October  27.  1850. 
He  married.  January  21,  1851,  Lucinda  T.  Row- 
ell, who  was  born  in  Albanv,  Vermont,  July  15, 
iS^o.  and  died  April  3,  1883.  He  died  April  20. 
1857.  The  children  of  his  first  union  were  Eras- 
tus Philo,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  I  .or  en 
Poller,  who  died  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  on  his 
way  to  California,  March  16,  1852,  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  Lillian  Ardell  is  the  child  of  the 
second  wife,  born  August  12,  1855,  and  married 
January  1,  1874,  Wallace  L.  Dow,  of  Hardwick. 
They  have  two  children,  Ernest  Fainnan  Dow. 
born  November  29.  1875  ;  and  Cleo  V..  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1887. 

F.rastus  Philo  Fairman  (8)  acquired  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  Vermont,  attending  the 
academies  at  Derby,  Craftsbury  and  St.  Johns- 
bury.  Turning  his  attention  to  the  study  of  tned- 
ic:n'.\  he  was  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Musicians  and  burgeons  in  New  Vork  city. 
Match  3,  1854,  and  immediately  began  the  prac- 
tice of  Ins  profession  at  North  Troy.  Vermont. 
On  February  29,  18/14.  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  C,  Sevententh  Vermont  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  commissioned  as  an  assistant  sur- 
geon April  <;.  1864.  with  the  rank  of  second  lieu- 
tenant, in  the  Ninth  Volunteer  Regiment,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Returning 
to  \  ermont.  he  located  in  Wolcott,  where  he  built 
up  a  large  and  remunerative  practice,  and  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of 
the  town.  An  earnest  sup|>orter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  was  frequently  elected 
ti>  jKisitions  of  importance,  in  i860  and  1801 
serving  as  sheritT  of  Lamoille  county,  and  in  1S74 
and  1875  being  a  representative  to  the  state  leg- 
islature. He  siieut  three  winters — 1878-v.  1870- 
80   Hid    1SS1-2 — in   pursuing   a  post-graduate 
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course  at  his  alma  mater,  making  a  special  study 
of  the  eye  ami  ear  and  the  treatment  of  diseases 
peculiar  to  females. 

Dr.  Fairman  removed  to  Hardwick  in  1890, 
purchasing  the  old  hotel  property  on  Main  street, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  entirely  re- 
built and  remodeled  the  house,  transforming  it 
into  a  veritable  mansion.  It  contains  forty-five 
rooms,  fitted  and  furnished  in  a  most  sumptuous 
and  artistic  manner,  all  finished  in  hard  woods, 
one  of  solid  rosewood,  being  especially  beautiful 
in  finish  and  design. 

On  September  29,  1852.  he  married  Laura 
Elmina  Hubbell,  who  was  born  in  Wolcott,  Ver- 
mont. April  8.  1827,  and  died  October  17.  1859. 
She  bore  him  three  children,  none  of  whom  are 
now  living,  namely:  Emma  Elmina,  born  Sep- 
tember in,  1854,  died  March  3.  1880.  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Johnson  Normal  School  and  the 
Montpelicr  Seminary;  Carrie  Ezzella,  bom  Au- 
gust 1.  1856.  died  August  24.  1858,  aged  two 
vears  and  twenty-four  days;  Jennie  Ellen,  born 
August  4.  1858.  died  March  23.  1881,  received 
her  education  at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy.  Ver- 
mont, where  she  was  nearly  ready  to  graduate, 
when  she  died. 

Dr.  Fairman  married  for  his  second  wife,  Sep- 
tember 2<;.  1861,  Eliza  Cornelia  Bailey,  of  Ber- 
lin, Vermont.  Their  only  child  was  Carrie  Eme- 
line,  born  April  28,  1867.  She  was  educated  at 
Hardwick  ami  St.  Johnsbury  Academies,  then 
spent  tour  years  in  the  Boston  Conservatory  of 
Music  and  Elocution,  where  she  graduated  June 
22.  lS\)i,  and  afterwards  taught  music  and  elo- 
cution. She  married,  May  10,  180.2,  Dr.  E.  M. 
C  rane,  of  Hardwick.  Mrs.  Crane,  who  died 
March  28.  1809.  left  one  child,  Edward  Fairman, 
»H>rn  February  26,  1893,  who  resides  with  Dr. 
Fairman. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  MILES. 

William  Henry  Miles,  a  prominent  business 
man  of  ( iraniteville,  Vermont,  and  who  has  held 
responsible  jKisitions  in  that  town,  is  descended 
from  Terrance  Miles,  who  came  from  Ireland 
with  his  family  about  1825,  and  settled  in  the 
l"\vn  of  Sheldon,  Franklin  county.  Vermont, 
where  he  followed  the  occujwtion  of  a  farmer. 
He  died  at  Fairfield,  Franklin  county,  Vermont. 


John  Miles,  son  of  Terrance  Miles,  was  born 
in  the  county  of  Louth.  Ireland,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Sheldon,  Franklin  county.  Vermont, 
when  about  two  years  old.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schcxjls  of  Sheldon,  ami 
afterward  adopted  his  father's  occupation  of 
farming,  which  he  followed  in  Fairfield.  Franklin 
county,  Vermont,  until  about  two  years  l>efore 
his  death,  when  he  removed  to  Barre  City.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church.  He  married  Mary  McDonald, 
who  was  born  in  England.  Their  children  are: 
James  Edward,  who  resides  in  Burlington.  Ver- 
mont ;  Mary  Jane,  who  married  Peter  C.  Owens 
and  resides  in  Barre,  Vermont ;  Julia  C.  who  mar- 
ried Walter  W.  Scott,  and  also  resides  in  Barre ; 
David  McDonald  and  Margaret  Agnes,  likewise 
residents  of  Barre;  Tressa,  deceased:  and  Will- 
iam Henry.  Mr.  Miles  died  in  Barre  City  April 
1,  1000. 

William  Henry  Miles,  youngest  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (McDonald)  Miles,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  Franklin  count).  Vermont, 
Septcmlier  15.  1865.  As  a  boy  he  attended  t he- 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  afterward 
acted  as  clerk  for  his  brother.  James  E..  at  the 
same  t-me  attending  the  high  school.  Having 
completed  his  education,  and  also  gained  business 
experience  during  the  five  years  spent  in  his 
brother's  store,  he  went  to  Barre.  Vermont,  m 
1887,  and  entered  the  grocery  business  with  his 
brothers,  J.  E.  and  D.  M.  Miles.  In  180.1  he  re- 
moved to  Cranitev.lle.  Vermont,  and  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  J.  E.,  opened  a  general 
store,  under  the  firm  name  of  W  H.  Miles  & 
Company,  which  he  has  successfully  conducted 
to  the  present  time. 

In  politics  Mr.  Miles  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
been  honored  with  i>ositions  of  trust  in  his  town, 
holding  the  office  of  clerk  and  treasurer  at  the 
present  time.  He  represented  the  town  or  Barre 
in  the  state  legislature  of  i8(>8.  held  the  offices 
of  lister  and  selectman.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  state  convention  held  at  Burlington. 
Julv  24,  Kjo2.  Mr.  Miles  belongs  to  the  Catholic 
church  at  (.iraniteville,  Vermont,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Miles  married.  December  25.  iiW>.  Cath- 
erine A.  (juinn.  born  April  14.  iSm».  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Ann  (Juinn,  of  Stowe.  Vermont.  Their 
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children  are:  Eva  Olena,  born  October  n,  1888; 
John  Everitt,  born  March  5,  1890;  William  Ros- 
well,  b<>rn  December  15,  i8qi  ;  Alice  Tressa,  born 
November  16.  1802;  Harold  Francis,  born  May 
16,  1894;  Mary  Mildred,  born  August  IX,  1896; 
and  Arthur  Lawrence,  born  April  it,  1902. 

FREDERICK  RUBERT  STODDARD,  M.  D. 

Frederick  Rnbert  Stoddard,  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Shelburne,  Vermont,  can  trace  his  an- 
cestry back  to  the  year  1^39,  when  Anthony 
Stoddard,  the  progenitor  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family,  emigrated  from  England  to  this 
country  and  set t led  in  Boston.  Massachusetts. 


FREDERICK  RUBERT  STODDARD.  M  D. 

Me  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1040.  and  was 
ch<  >si  n  to  act  as  representative  to  the  general  court, 
which  was  held  in  Boston,  from  the  vear  io;o  to 
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1660:  he  was  re-elected  in  1665  and  served  until 
1684.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential men  of  the  town,  and  was  admired  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 
He  was  married  three  times,  his  first  wife  having 
been  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Hon.  Emanuel 
Downing,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts:  he  then  mar- 
ried Barbara  Weld,  widow  of  Joseph  Weld,  of 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  and  after  her  decease 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Giristian,  family 
name  unknown.  There  were  three  children  of  the 
first  marriage  and  ten  of  the  third. 

Solomon  Stoddard,  son  of  Anthony  and  Mary 
(Downing)  Stoddard,  was  born  October  4,  1643, 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  received  his 
early  education  in  the  common  school,  and  later 
entered  Harvard  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1662;  in  1664  he  became  the  li- 
brarian of  that  institution,  and  retained  that  posi- 
tion up  to  the  vear  1667.  He  then  accompanied 
the  governor  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Barbadoes, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  preaching  for  two  years 
to  the  dissenters.  After  his  return  to  his  native 
state,  he  settled  in  Northampton  and  preached  the 
gospel  from  1669  to  1672,  and  was  the  means  of 
bringing  many  people  to  a  better  understanding 
of  the  scripture.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Esther  Mather,  widow  of  Eleazer  Mather,  and  his 
death  occurred  Eebruary  II,  1729,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

Rev.  \nthony  Stoddard,  son  of  Solomon 
Stoddard,  was  born  in  1678  in  Woodbury,  Con- 
n< 'client,  where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  school :  subsequently  he  l)ecame  a  student 
in  Harvard  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  i'n>7.  He  chose  the  ministry  for  his  life  w^rk, 
and  for  the  long  period  of  sixty  years  was  en- 
gaged in  preaching  die  good  tidings  to  the  people 
of  Woodbury,  Connecticut.  He  was  an  earnest, 
faithful  and  conscientious  man,  and  performed  all 
his  duties  in  such  a  manner  that  he  won  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  the  members  of  his  flock. 
He  married  Miss  Prudence  Wells,  and,  after  her 
decease,  he  chose  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Mary 
Sherman.   His  death  occurred  in  1760. 

Gideon  Stoddard,  son  of  the  Rev.  Anthony 
Stoddard,  was  born  May  27,  17 14.  He  attended 
the  public  scools  of  his  native  town,  where  he  ac- 
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-quired  an  excellent  education.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Woodbury,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Olive  Curtis. 

Rev.  Simeon  Stoddard,  son  of  Gideon  and 
Olixe  Stoddard,  born  March  1,  1735,  attended  the 
common  school  of  his  native  town,  and  later  en- 
tered Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  After 
his  graduation  he  settled  in  Saybrook,  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  was  engaged  in  preaching  the  gos- 
pel He  married  Miss  Sarah  Waterhouse,  and  his 
death  occurred  October  27,  1765.  * 

Dr.  Simeon  Stoddard,  son  of  the  Rev.  Simeon 
and  Sarah  Stoddard,  was  liorn  in  Saybrook,  Con- 
necticut, December  J?,  1761.  After  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  he  removed  to  Windsor,  Connecticut,  where 
he  married  Miss  Abia  Thompson,  and  subse- 
quently he  located  in  Waitsfield,  Vermont,  iu 
179-;.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
section  of  the  state,  where  he  cleared  and  culti- 
vated a  large  tract  of  land.  He  remained  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  15, 
184 1. 

Robert  Orton  Stoddard,  son  of  Dr.  Simeon 
and  Abia  Stoddard,  was  born  in  Waitsfield.  Ver- 
mont. January  12.  1792.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  of  that  town,  and  after  completing 
his  studies  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
volunteered  his  services  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  where  he 
displayed  great  courage  ami  daring.  In  1821  he 
was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Betsey  Morse, 
who  was  l>orn  in  Watcrbury,  Vermont,  and  eight 
•children  were  born  to  them,  six  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity.  Orton  L.,  l>orn  October  15. 
1822.  died  in  March,  1S92:  Henry  L.,  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1826.  died  in  1886;  Aurora  Maria, 
born  Tulv  31  1828,  wife  of  Ira  C.  Bickford: 
Charles  Carroll,  born  June  27,  1830 ;  Mary  Jane, 
born  October  29.  1833,  died  in  1888:  and  Miranda 
Antoinette,  bom  February  16.  1837,  wife  of  Amos 
N.  Warner,  of  Johnson,  Vermont.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  in  i8fio  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1884. 

Charles  Carroll  Stoddard,  son  of  Robert  O. 
and  Betsey  Stoddard,  was  born  in  Waitsfield. 
Vermont.  June  27.  1830.  He  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.   I  Tpon  attaining  young  manhood 


he  removed  to  West  field,  Vermont,  where  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  occupation  ot  farm- 
ing up  to  the  year  1882.  Shortly  after  his  re- 
moval to  Westfield.  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
March  17,  1855.  to  Miss  Lucia  P.  Hitchcock,  who 
was  born  in  Westfield,  Vermont,  January  20, 
1831  a  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Patty  (Hitch- 
cock) Hitchcock  :  they  were  residents  of  Connecti- 
cut, whence  he  removed  to  Westfield,  Vermont, 
and  were  among  its  earliest  settlers.  The  Hitch- 
cock family  is  of  English  descent,  but  can  trace 
its  ancestry  in  this  country  back  to  the  year  1640. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoddard  are: 
Frederick  R.,  December  16,  1855;  Charles  Perry, 
November  20,  1858,  now  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness at  Whittier.  California;  Robert  Orton,  born 
August  7.  1863,  received  his  education  in  Johnson 
and  later  at  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  is 
now  a  practicing  physician  of  North  Ferrisburg, 
Vermont ;  and  Edwin  Thomas,  born  January  13, 
1870.  now  a  resident  of  Whittier,  California,  in 
the  oil  business.  Mrs.  Stoddard  died  in  1882.  and 
since  her  death  Mr.  Stoddard  has  resided  with 
his  children,  and  is  now  with  his  son  in  Shelbtirne. 

Dr.  Frederick  Rubcrt  Stoddard,  eldest  son  of 
Charles  Carroll  and  Lucia  Stoddard,  was  born  in 
Westfield.  Orelans  county,  Vermont.  December 
I'i,  1855.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
Johnson  Normal  School  and  later  was  a  student  in 
the  University  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1882.  Desirous  of  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  fraternity,  he  first  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  Joel  Allen,  of  Johnson,  with  whom  he 
studied  medicine,  and  later  he  pursued  a  course 
of  study  with  Dr.  Harrison  W.  Blackstone,  of 
North  Troy,  Vermont.  On  December  12,  1882, 
he  located  in  Shclburnc.  where  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  for  the  past  twenty 
years  has  enjoyed  a  liberal  and  select  patronage, 
which  his  skill  and  ability  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon entitle  him  to. 

Dr.  Stoddard  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Vermont  State 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  served  as  pres- 
ident, the  Burlington  Clinical  Society,  and  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  United  States  pension  exam- 
ining hoard,  for  which  he  acts  in  the  capacity  of 
secretary.  He  has  held  the  office  of  superintend- 
ent of  schools  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  Dr. 
Stoddard  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Ma- 
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sonic  order,  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree in  the  Scottish  Kite,  and  belongs  to  Mt. 
S'nai  Temple.  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Shelburne,  Vermont. 

On  June  '»,  1883.  Dr.  Stoddard  married  Miss 
Martha  Kinsman,  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Martha  (Gilman)  Kins- 
man, natives  of  Xew  Hampshire.  Four  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union  :  Lucia  Ethel,  born 
April  13.  1884;  Martha  Kvelyn.  July  4,  1887; 
Clara  Alfredda,  November  14,  1891  ;  and  Alice 
Lydia,  November  29,  1901. 

EDSON  P.  GILSON. 

< 

Ed  son  P.  Gibson,  president  of  the  Killiugton 
National  Hank  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  was  born  at 
Reading.  Windsor  county,  this  state.  October  5, 
183*).  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Gilson.  who  came 
to  this  country  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  on  the 
Alexander,  which  arrived  May  2.  1635,  and  he 
was  the  first  to  establish  the  family  in  this  country. 
He  settled  in  Chelmsford.  Massachusetts.  His 
second  son,  Joseph  Gilson.  was  one  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  town  of  Groton.  Massachusetts,  and 
one  of  the  thirty  "original  proprietors"  of  the 
common  lands  of  that  town.  The  great-grand- 
father of  Edson  1'.  Gilson.  John  Gilson.  Jr.,  was 
hern  in  Groton,  Massachusetts,  May  12,  1726. 
and  was  united  in  marriage  on  January  19.  1704. 
to  Prudence  Lawrence,  of  ( iroton,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fifth  generation  of  descent  from  John 
Lawrence,  of  Watertown.  Massachusetts,  who 
was  born  at  Wisset.  England,  in  1009'.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  Abel  Gilson.  was  a  stur- 
dy old  pioneer  of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont. being  formerly  a  resilient  of  Rindge, 
New  1  lampshire.  where  his  son,  John  ( iilson.  fa- 
ther of  Edson  P.  Gilson.  was  born  July  I.  1798. 
When  a  young  boy  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Reading,  Windsor  county.  Vermont.  On 
March  31.  1831,  lie  married  Lucy  Kneelaud 
Steams,  ami  among  their  children  was  Edson  P. 
Gilson. 

'His  grandmother  01)  his  mother's  side  was 
Lucy  Kneelaud  Stearns,  tw>rn  at  Gardner.  Mas- 
sachusetts. Novembers.  1770.  and  died  Pcbruary 
2.  1875.  aged  ninety-eight  years  and  three  months. 
She  was  1  descendant,  in  direct  line,  of  Alexan- 


der Kneland  Kilspendie,  in  Gowrie.  Scotland, 
who  was  born  about  the  year  1225.  He  married 
Margaret  Wallace,  daughter  of  Adam  Wallace, 
and  aunt  of  Sir  William  Wallace.  •  Alexander 
Kneland  was  the  uncle  to  whom  Wallace  was  in- 
debted for  his  early  education  and  love  of  liliem. 
and  Scotland  indebted  for  the  inspiration  of  that 
'love." 

Edson  P.  Gilson  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  at  a  very  early  age,  and  only  had  the 
advantage  of  a  common  school  and  academic 
education.  However,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
commenced  teaching  and  for  five  years  was  thus 
engaged.  In  1862  he  accepted  the -position  of 
bookkeeper  in  the  Hank  of  Rutland.  He  retaiiud 
this  position  for  two  years,  after  whicn  he  ac- 
cepted the  cashiership  of  the  First  National  Hank 
of  Springfield,  Vermont. 

In  June,  1866,  in  company  with  Charles 
Clement  and  Farrand  Parker,  he  purchased  a 
large  marble  quarry  property  at  West  Rutland. 
Vermont,  and  continued  in  this  line  of  trade  f<>r 
over  twenty  years.  In  the  same  year  he  also  look- 
up his  residence  in  Rutland,  where  he  has  resided 
up  to  the  present  time  (1903). 

He  has  been  connected  with  the  Killington 
National  Hank  of  Rutland  ever  since  its  organi- 
zation, first  as  vice  president  and  later  as  presi- 
dent, rilling  the  last  position  at  the  present  time, 
and  he  is  interested  in  various  other  local  enter- 
prises. For  a  long  period  he  was  justice  of  the 
l-eace  of  Rutland  and  trustee  of  the  graded 
schools.  He  has  heen  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Vermont  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  is  trustee 
ami  treasurer  of  the  trustees  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  diocese  of  Vermont,  and  was  for  many 
years  vestryman  and  warden  of  Trinity  <  Episco- 
pal1, church.  He  has  been  twice  elected  as  deputy 
to  the  general  convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church.  He  is  also  trustee  and  treasurer 
of  the  Rutland  Hospital,  ami  was  one  of  its  foun- 
ders. He  was  one  of  a  commission  ap|M»inted  to 
secure  legislation  for  a  charter  of  the  city  of  Rut- 
land. 

Mr.  Gilson  has  been  twice  married:  his  first 
wife  was  \nna  E.  Clement,  of  Rutland,  to  wln  iu 
he  was  married  in  June,  1865.  <  hi  February  1. 
1X77.  be  married  his  second  wife  Harriet  E.  Mor- 
gan, of  New  York  city,  who  is  a  descendant  in 
t!>e  eighth  generation  of  James  Morgan,  born  in 
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Wa'cs.  in  1(107.  ami  arrived  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  April.  1636.  He  settled  in  Roxbury, 
Massachusetis  and  later  removed  to  New  Lon- 
don. Connecticut,  in  1650.  She  is  also  a  descend- 
ant in  direct  line,  on  her  mother's  side,  of  Fdmund 
Crecnleaf,  who  was  bom  abont  the  year  U100.  in 
the  parish  of  Brixham,  county  of  Devonshire. 
Finland.  Jn  the  year  1635  he  came  to  America 
ami  settled  in  Newbury.  Massachusetts. 

Their  children  living  are  Robert  Morgan. 
l»orii  January  20.  1878.  educated  in  the  Rutland 
schools  and  the  Berkeley  school  of  New  York 
city.  He  was  prepared  for  Yale  College,  but 
gave  up  this  course  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Spanish-American  war,  and  was  commissioned 
as  second  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps.  June  9.  1808.  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
He  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  April  8.  t8<». 
and  was  made  captain  July  23.  1900.  He  served 
111  the  Philippines  for  more  than  three  years,  ar- 
riving home  July  1.  1902.  and  in  August  was  or- 
dered to  take  charge  of  the  recruiting  station  for 
the  Marine  Service  at  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  is  now  serving. 

John  Lawrence,  second  son  of  Fdson  P.  and 
Harriet  F.  Cilson,  was  born  October  26.  1881.  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Rutland  and  Berke- 
ley school,  New  York  city,  and  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  Boston.  He  is  now  a 
student  in  Yale  University,  New  Haven.  Con- 
necticut. 

BOWMAN  BURNAP  MARTIN. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Marshfield.  Vermont,  no  family  was  more  prom- 
inent than  that  of  the  Martins,  of  whom  Bowman 
Bitmap  Martin,  an  intfutntial  and  highlv  re- 
spected citizen  of  Marshfield.  and  one  frequently 
honored  by  his  townsmen  with  official  functions, 
is  a  representative  in  the  present  generation.  This 
family  is  among  those  who  enjoy  the  distinguished 
honor  of  tracing  their  descent  from  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  Jesse  Martin,  great-grandfather 
of  Bowman  Bitmap  Martin,  was  one  of  those  pa- 
triots privileged  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker Hill.  Nor  were  his  privileges  limited  to  the 
act  of  participating  in  the  fight,  but  in  that  con- 
flict for  freedom  he  received  a  wound  which  was 
to  him,  and  is.  in  the  memory  of  his  descendants. 


a  prouder  decoration  than  could  have  been  be- 
stowed by  the  hand  of  any  monarch.  It  was  Mr. 
Martin's  fortune  to  witness  what  was  regarded  by 
many  as  the  crowning  calamity  of  a  day  which, 
with  all  its  disasters,  was  vet  a  moral  triumph  for 
the  i>atriots. — the  death  of  General  Warren.  The 
fall  of  this  young  martyr  for  freedom  was  one  of 
the  sights  which  made  the  most  indelible  impres- 
sion on  the  mind  of  Jesse  Martin,  and.  we  may 
well  suppose,  nerved  htm  to  yet  greater  efforts  in 
the  service  of  his  country.  In  the  autumn  of 
1800.  Mr.  Martin,  with  his  wife  Naomi  Hopkins, 
six  sons  and  one  daughter,  came  from  Francis- 
town,  New  Hampshire,  to  Montpclier,  now  Fast 
Montpelier.  and  in  the  following  spring  he  settled 
on  a  farm  on  Maple  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Marsh- 
field. Washington  county.  Yennont.  Here  for 
manv  years  he  devoted  himself  to  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  but  finally  made  his  home  in  Plain- 
field.  Vermont,  where  he  died.  November  3,  1832. 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  leaving  to  his  descend- 
ants, the  memory  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  service 
of  his  country,  to  the  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived,  and  to  the  welfare  of 
his  family.  His  children  were :  James.  William, 
Jesse.  Allen,  Mary.  El>enezer  and  Joshua  B. 

William  Martin,  second  son  of  Jesse  and 
Naomi  (Hopkins)  Martin,  was  born  in  Francis- 
town.  New  Hampshire.  July  ^8,  1780.  and  was 
fifteen  years  old  when  his  father  settled  in 
Marshfield,  Vermont.  He  belonged  to  that  class 
of  men  of  which  this  country  has  furnished  so 
many  notable  examples,  the  class  styled  "self- 
educated."  hut  often,  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word,  the  best  educated.  While  acquiring  his 
education  he  assisted  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-one,  and  later  settled  on  a  farm  about  a 
mile  above  the  village  of  Plainfieid.  in  the  town 
of  Marshfieldd.  Vermont.  In  the  calling  of  a 
fanner  he  was  very  successful,  the  acres  culivated 
by  him  being  among  the  ln-st  in  the  town.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  inheriting,  no  doubt,  the  military 
instincts  of  his  father,  he  enlisted  in  a  company 
of  cavalry,  was  at  once  chosen  an  officer,  and  rose 
from  one  rank  of  the  service  to  another  until  he 
reached  that  of  colonel.  When  President  Mon- 
roe visited  Vermont,  the  company  that  escorted 
him  into  Montpelier  was  commanded  by  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, who  afterward  dined  with  the  president.  Mr. 
Martin  continued  the  military  record  of  the  family 
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by  serving  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  Nor  was  he  less  active 
as  a  citizen  than  as  a  soldier,  being  prominent  in 
town  affairs,  holding  various  offices,  serving  as 
associate  judge  of  Washington  county  for  several 
years,  and  for  thirteen  years  representing  the 
town  in  the  state  legislature.  Mr.  Martin  was  a 
man  of  extremely  genial  nature  and  great  cor- 
diality of  manner.  His  hospitality  was  as  spon- 
taneous in  him  as  it  was  delightful  to  the  recipent. 
He  possessed  great  kindness  of  heart,  which 
prompted  him  constantly  to  works  of  benevolence. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Plainfield.  Vermont. 

In  1809  Mr.  Martin  married  Sabra  Axtell,  and 
their  children  were :  Bowman  Bishop,  William. 
Jr.,  Amanda,  Hiram,  Edwin,  Melinda  and  Curtis 
B.  Mr.  Martin  was  a  man  of  a  large  frame,  ro- 
bust constitution,  and  remarkable  vigor  and  en- 
durance. He  survived  until  the  great  age  of 
ninety-three,  dying  in  September,  1879. 

Bowman  Bishop  Martin,  eldest  son  of  William 
and  Sabra  ( Axtell)  Martin,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Plainfield,  Vermont,  November  12,  1810,  and 
his  education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  that 
town.  In  his  youth  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in 
a  store  in  Plainfield.  but  afterward  settled  on  the 
farm  in  the  town  of  Marshfield,  Vermont,  about 
three  miles  from  Plainfield,  where  his  son  Bow- 
man Bitmap  Martin  now  lives.  Here  he  led  the 
life  of  a  farmer  for  over  sixty  years,  devoted  to 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  but  at  the  same  time 
participating  actively  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  townsmen 
manifested  their  confidence  in  him  by  sending 
him  to  represent  them  in  the  state  legislature  in 
1861  and  1862.  and  also  by  calling  upon  him  to 
serve  them  as  constable,  selectman  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  each  of  which  offices  he  held  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Plainfitld.  Mr.  Martin  mar 
ried,  March  1,  1836.  Catherine  Davis  Pratt,  and 
their  children  were:  Sabrina  Lavinia.  born  iti 
January.  1837;  Corlinn  Davis,  born  April  14. 
1839:  Arminda  Pratt,  born  February  2(>,  1842: 
Ann  Maranda,  Iwrn  June  3.  1844;  May  E.,  born 
DecemlK-r  26,  184';  ;  Bowman  Burnap.  born  Octo- 
ber 12.  1 85 r ;  Catherine  Elizahoth.  Ix»ru  April  8. 
1853:  Sophia  I.cavitt.  born  June  in,  1855.  Mr. 


Martin's  wife  died  November  3,  1886,  and  he  sur- 
vived her  more  than  ten  years,  dying  May  31, 
1897,  %t  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six,  and  leav- 
ing behind  him  the  memory  of  a  well  spent  life. 

Bowman  Burnap  Martin,  youngest  son  of 
Bowman  Bishop  and  Catherine  Davis  (Pratt) 
Martin,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
in  the  town  of  Marshfield,  Washington  county, 
Vermont,  October  12,  185 1.  After  receiving  his 
education  at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  at  the  seminary  at  Middlcbury,  Vermont,  he 
remained  on  the  farm  with  his  father,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  of 
the  homestead.  Like  his  ancestors,  Mr.  Martin  is 
an  enterprising  and  thorough  agriculturist,  en- 
gaging both  in  general  fanning  and  in  dairying, 
having  a  dairy  of  thirty  cows.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  maintains  the  family  reputation 
for  public  spirit,  having  served  his  townsmen  in 
the  offices  of  selectman  and  road  commissioner, 
and  also  represented  them  in  the  state  legislature 
in  180/i.  In  religious  preference  Mr.  Martin  is  a 
Congregationalist.  He  is  a  member  of  Arcadia 
Lodge  No.  53,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Plainfield,  and  of 
Mansfield  Lodge  No.  14,  K.  of  P. 

Mr.  Martin  married,  March  1,  1879,  Lavinia 
Sawyer  Hall,  daughter  of  Amasa  J.  and  Mary 
(Davis)  Hall,  of  Hardwick,  Vermont,  and  has 
two  children:  Herbert  Bowman,  born  March  12, 
1881,  who  resides  with  his  parents,  having  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  district  schools  of 
Marshfield  and  the  Montpelier  Seminary  of  Mont- 
pelier.  Vermont :  and  Erne  Ella,  born  May  28, 
1885.  Mr.  Martin,  like  his  ancestors,  is  a  man  of 
influence,  a  citizen  jjossessing  the  fullest  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  neighliors,  as  they  have 
testified  by  calling  him  to  official  positions.  His 
wife  and  daughter  are  members  of  the  Marsh- 
fit  id  Grange,  and  lend  grace  and  attractiveness  to 
the  social  functions  of  the  town  in  which  they 
take  a  prominent  part. 

GEORGE  MARTI X  KING. 

George  Martin  King,  a  prominent  fanner  and 
dairyman  of  Plainfield,  Vermont,  is  descended 
fo'iu  Asaph  King,  tew  details  in  regard  to  whom 
have  come  down  to  us.  but  who,  its  may  reason- 
ably he  inferred,  was  one  of  those  sturdy  pioneers 
who  have  been  the  progenitors  of  the  great  agri- 
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cultural  class  which  forms  so  large  and  influential 
an  clement  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  This  first 
ancestor  married,  Septemt>cr  4,  1808,  Pamelia 
Goodell,  and  their  children  were :  Benjamin,  Ixjrn 
November  20.  1810:  Polly,  born  December  12, 
1812 ;  I.aure  I...  bom  June  18,  1815  ;  Tamer,  bom 
August  10.  1818;  Arza  Warren,  born  November 
4,  1820;  Asaph.  Jr.,  bom  .March  20,  1823;  and 
David,  born  May  10,  1826. 

Arza  Warren  King,  son  of  Asaph  and  Pamelia 
(Goodell)  King,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wood- 
bury, Washington  county,  Vermont,  November 
4,  1820.  His  father  removed  to  the  town  of 
Calais  before  Arza  was  old  enough  to  begin  his 
school  life,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  fact  that 
the  boy's  education  was  received  in  the  district 
schools  of  that  town.  In  youth  his  inclination 
seems  to  have  been  for  a  commercial  life,  for  we 
find  that  his  first  employment  was  in  an  auction 
store  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  After  remaining 
there  a  few  years,  he  became  a  traveling  salesman 
for  the  wholesale  glassware  house  of  F.  O. 
Dewey,  which  position  he  held  for  eighteen  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  accepted  a  |iosition  in 
the  same  line  with  the  firm  of  Batchclder  &  Com- 
pany, where  he  remained  nine  years.  In  1876 
he  returned  to  the  occupation  of  his  ancestors, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  where  his  son,  George 
Martin  King,  now  lives,  in  the  town  of  Marsh- 
field.  Vermont.  Although  a  portion  of  his  time, 
thenceforth,  was  devoted  to  farming,  he  still  fol- 
lowed the  business  of  a  traveling  salesman. 
While  doing  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Republican  party  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  Mr.  King  was  always  averse  to  accept- 
ing office,  preferring  that  his  many  efforts  for  the 
public  good  should  be  made  in  the  character  of  a 
private  citizen.  In  his  church  relations  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
was  steward  in  the  church  fifteen  years,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  Mr.  King  married,  August 
25,  1850,  Mary  C.  Flint.  They  had  one  child, 
Marv  C.  liorn  December  22,  185 1,  whose  birth 
was  speedily  followed  by  the  death  of  her  mother, 
who  passed  away,  January  16,  1852.  the  daughter 
herself  surviving  only  to  the  age  of  fifteen.  Mr. 
King  married,  the  second  time,  March  27,  1853, 
Martha  Chapman,  born  February  28.  1827, 
daughter  <>f  Stephen  and  Lydia  (Reed)  Chapman. 
Their  children    were:     George   Martin,  bom 


March  2Q,  1854;  Alma  Etta,  born  December  26, 
1856,  at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  married  Henry  H. 
Martin,  of  Williamstown,  Vermont,  and  died  De- 
cember 24.  1880.  Arza  Warren  King  died  De- 
cember 25,  i&jo.  His  wife  survives  him,  and  now 
lives  with  her  son  George. 

George  Martin  King,  son  of  Arza  Warren  and 
Martha  (Chapman)  King,  was  born  in  Williams- 
town,  Vermont,  March  29,  1854,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  the  public  schools  of  Marshfield,  Plain- 
field  village  and  Cabot.  He  lives  on  the  farm 
purchased  by  his  father  in  1876,  and  in  his  chosen 
calling  is  extremely  enterprising  and  successful, 
having  a  dairy  of  twenty-seven  cows.  His  farm 
is  situated  about  two  miles  from  the  village  of 
Plainfield.  on  the  Marshfield  road,  and,  as  he 
inherits  his  father's  taste  for  private  life,  he  has 
never  been  induced  to  leave  it  for  any  political 
office,  although  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Republican  party  to  which  he  belongs, 
He  was  elected  steward  in  the  Methodist  church 
after  his  father's  death  and  still  holds  that  office, 
and  also  has  served  as  financial  agent  two  years. 

Mr.  King  married,  December  25,  1880,  Laura 
Anna  Avers,  daughter  of  Stephen  Avers,  of  Cor- 
nish, New  Hampshire.  His  wife  having  died 
July  25.  1881,  Mr.  King  married,  March  13,  1883, 
Melissa  Jane  Blanchard,  born  December  27,  1864, 
daughter  of  Marshall  and  Mary  Jane  (Mudgett) 
Blanchard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  four  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Etta  May.  born  January  20,  1884; 
Mvrtie  Bell,  born  November  19,  1890;  Laura 
Anna,  bom  April  24,  1894;  and  Edith  Alice,  bom 
June  27,  1000. 

ASA  D.  MATHEWS. 

Asa  D.  Mathews,  of  Barton  Landing,  Ver- 
mont, a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in 
Sumner.  Oxford  county.  Maine,  September  23, 
1834.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later 
attended  the  academy  at  South  Paris,  Maine. 
When  he  attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  re- 
moved to  Massachusetts,  ami  engaged  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  business,  in  which  he  continued  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  en- 
listed from  Brownington,  Vermont,  August  7, 
1802,  as  a  private  in  Company  F,  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment, Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  or  First  Heavy 
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Artillery,  and  was  mustered  imo  the  United  States 
service  September  i.  186.2,  under  command  of 
Captain  Janus  Rice.  On  October  21,  1X1*2.  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  first  sergeant : 
on  August  t<j.  18(13,  to  second  lieutenant,  an.l  on 
January  24.  1864.  to  first  lieutenant.  The  regi- 
ment, under  command  of  Colonel  James  M.  War- 
ner, was  assigned  to  the  Vermont  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  Sixth  Corps,  and  it  participated  in 
the  following  battles :  Spottsylvania,  Virginia. 
May  15.  1804;  Cold  Harbor,  Virginia,  June  1  to 
June  12,  18(14:  Petersburg.  Virginia,  June  18. 
1804  ,  U'eldon  Railroad,  Virginia.  June  23.  1804. 
After  June  12.  1864,  Asa  D.  Mathews  was  in  com- 
mand of  his  company  until  he  was  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Weldon.  and  he  was  confined  in  prison 
at  Libby.  Macon,  Savannah,  Charleston.  Colum- 
bia. South  Carolina,  and  Raleigh.  North  Carolina. 
He  was  paroled  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 
March  7,  1865,  and  sent  to  Annapolis.  Maryland. 
He  was  one  of  six  out  of  the  fifty-two  men  of  the 
company  who  lived  to  come  home,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  May  15.  1805,  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  his  confinement  in  the  prisons  in 
Savannah,  Charleston  and  Columbia.  Lieutenant 
Mathews  made  a  set  of  chessmen  of  wood  with  a 
common  jack-knife  and  an  old  file.  The  chessmen 
are  as  perfect  as  though  they  were  turned  by  ma- 
chinery, and  are  corrected  in  style,  although  he 
had  no  model,  but  having  been  a  chess  player 
*ince  boyhood  his  memory  aided  him  in  fashion- 
ing »'nem.  With  these  chessmen  he  played  the 
game,  and  thus  passed  away  many  a  lonesome 
dav  in  the  prisons.  The  chessmen  are  still  in  his 
possession,  and  are  as  perfect  as  when  he  made 
them. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Mathews  returned 
to  Barton,  and  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and 
builder  for  twenty  years.  He  served  as  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Barton  for  three 
years:  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty  years; 
one  of  the  listers  of  the  town  for  eighteen  years, 
and  a  school  director  for  two  years.  In  1808  he 
was  elected  one  of  the  associate  judges  for  Orleans 
county,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  i«kx>.  and  still 
holds  the  office. 

Mr.  Mathews  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  he  is  also  a  faithful  member  and 
strong  supporter  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal 
church  of   Carton.   Vermont.     In  his  political 


views  he  adheres  to  the  principles  laid  down  by 
the  Republican  party.  On  December  16.  18/10. 
Mr.  Mathews  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mis> 
Xarcisa  R.  lUtxton.  daughter  of  Deacon  Aaron 
P.uxton.  of  P.rownington.  Mrs.  Mathews  was  a 
noted  school  teacher  for  about  thirty  years.  She 
died  May  27,  1877.  On  December  25.  1882.  Mr. 
Mathews  married  Mrs.  Mary  McNeil,  of  Darton. 
The  following  named  children  were  born  to  him 
by  his  first  marriage:  Frank  A..  l>orn  in  P.rown- 
ington. September  24.  |86<>,  died  February  to. 
1864:  Carrie  K.,  bom  in  Brownington,  November 
24.  1864.  now  a  resident  of  Maine:  Winthrop  A.. 
l»rn  October  13.  186A.  now  residing  in  Davkin. 
Jefferson  county,  Nebraska,  follows  farming  as  an 
occupation,  and  married  Miss  Carrie  Carpenter, 
of  Nebraska:  Ernest  E..  born  December  11.  t8t>S. 
married  Miss  Sadie  Andrews,  of  Albany,  Ver- 
mont, and  resides  at  Barton,  engaged  in  the  tlour 
and  feed  business:  Geneva  A.,  born  October  2-. 
1872.  wife  of  Walter  E.  Hatch,  a  farmer  of  Dan- 
ville, Vermont:  Clemma  C.  born  April  10.  1870. 
wife  of  Marcus  H.  Purounagian.  a  minister  of 
Sheldon,  Vermont. 

ELROY  FRANCIS  I.EAVITT. 

Elroy  Francis  Leavitt,  one  of  the  prosperous 
and  successful  business  men  of  Plainfield.  Ver- 
mont, was  born  in  that  town,  February  13.  1802. 
a  son  of  Ephraim  H.  and  Augusta  Abigail 
Leavitt.  Ephraim  H.  Leavitt  was  born  at  Ma- 
drid, Maine,  in  1830.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  where  he  acquired  an 
excellent  education.  No  event  of  sj>ceial  |>ersonal 
importance  occurred  during  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  which  were  passed  in  the  usual  manner  in 
his  father's  home.  His  whole  life  was  marked  by 
tide!itv  to  duty  and  by  other  characteristics  which 
are  well  worthv  of  emulation.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Abigail  Hill,  who  was 
horn  at  Plainfield.  Vermont,  in  1833.  a  daughter 
of  Nathan  and  Abigail  Hill,  who  were  «»id  and 
respected  residents  of  Plainfield.  Vermont.  Their 
children  are:  George  Clark,  Imm  January  J3. 
1800  a  prospon ms  farmer  of  the  town  of  Plain- 
lie  hi :  Elroy  Francis,  horn  Fehruary  13.  i8«>.»:  and 
Wilham  I.,  l  eavitt.  bom  September  t<>.  1804.  a 
resident  of  the  state  of  Missouri  at  Dewitt.  and 
who  acts  in  the  capacity  of  traveling  salesman  for 
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the  McCormick  Machine  Company,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Mr.  Leavitt  died  March  }.  1807,  ami  his 
wife  passed  away  February  11,  lyoo. 

Elroy  Francis  Leavitt,  second  son  of  Ephraim 
H.  Leavitt,  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Plainfield.  Vermont.  L'pon  attaining 
voting  manhood  he  commenced  his  business  ca- 
reer  bv  running  a  stage  line  from  the  town  of 
Plainfield  to  Hardwick ;  this  enterprise  proved  so 
successful  that  he  continued  it  for  five  years.  In 
March,  t8or>,  Mr.  Leavitt  purchasedd  the  drug 
business  of  A.  K.  Snow,  which  was  situated  in 
I'lainfield,  Vermont.  Finding  that  the  accommo- 
dations of  the  store  were  not  adequaute  to  the 
demands  of  his  stcailily  increasing  trade,  he  en- 
larged and  improved  the  premises  so  that  now  he 
has  the  facilities  for  conducting  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. He  keq>s  constantly  on  hand  a  large  assort- 
ment of  fresh  and  reliable  drugs,  and  being  con- 
siderate and  courteous  to  his  customers,  he  well 
merits  the  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts. 
In  addition  to  this  business  Mr.  I.eavitt  acts  in 
the  capacity  of  treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
I'lainfield  Creamery  Company. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  I.eavitt  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare and  success  of  his  party.  For  four  years  he 
served  as  constable  of  the  town  of  Plainfield,  and 
is  now  acting  as  town  treasurer,  a  position  he  has 
filled  for  four  vears.  He  is  a  member  of  Arcadia 
Lodge  Xo.  4.V  I.  O.  O  F..  at  Plainfield.  Vermont. 
Mr.  I^eavitt  was  united  in  marriage.  January  f». 
i8t.ii,  to  Miss  Flora  Charlotte  Nutting,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Rrma,  lx>rn  January  22.  1803,  died 
March  14.  loot.  The  residence  of  Mr.  Leavitt 
adioins  the  store  property,  and  it  is  considered  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  artistic  in  the  village  of 
Plainfield.  Vermont. 

LAWRENCE  P.RAIXERD. 

Lawrence  lirainerd.  of  St.  Albans,  ex-l'nited 
States  senator  from  Vermont,  was  born  in  East 
Hartford.  Connecticut.  March  16.  1704.  The 
New  England  P.rainerds  are  descendants  of  Dan- 
iel lirainerd.  who  was  brought  from  England  to 
this  country  when  at  the  tender  age  of  eight 
years.  Hartford.  Connecticut,  was  his  first  place 
of  residence.  About  the  year  ifjoj  he  settled  in 
Haddam.  Connecticut,  where  he  acquired  lands. 


prospered  in  wordly  matters,  grew  socially  inrlu- 
ential,  and  officiated  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  as 
deacon  in  the  church.  His  descendants  naturally 
varied  the  orthography  of  their  patronymic.  It 
appears  under  the  several  forms  of  15rainw(x>d, 
lirainard  and  Baynard.  That  of  Brainerd  is  the 
most  frequently  adopted.  !>y  his  first  wife  Dan- 
iel lirainerd  was  the  father  of  eight  children. 
After  her  death  he  married  again.  William  lirain- 
erd. the  fifth  child  of  the  first  marriage,  was  born 
March  30,  1073.  and  married  Sarah  I'.idwcll.  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children. 

In  the  department  of  missionary  work  the 
lirainerd  family  became  universally  renowned. 
David  lirainerd.  the  immortal  evangelist  of  the 
aborgines.  whose  biography  was  written  by  the 
nervous  and  forceful  pen  of  Jonathan  Edwards, 
ami  aiso  John,  his  brother  and  successor,  were 
sons  of  Hezekiah.  another  son  of  Daniel  lirainerd. 
the  original  immigrant.  From  the  many  lirain- 
erds  who  have  since  been  ministers  of  the  Con- 
gregational. Presbyterian.  Methodist  Episcopal, 
and  other  churches,  the  Ilrainerds  have  been 
styled  by  some  writers  one  of  the  two  great  fam- 
ilies of  divines" — the  liecchers  being  the  other. 

Josiah,  sixth  child  of  William  lirainerd.  was 
born  May  4.  1711.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
by  his  second  wife  became  the  father  of  nine 
children.  The  fifth  of  these,  known  as  Deacon 
F'.zra.  was  born  August  17.  1744.  The  native 
force  of  the  paternal  stock  asserted  itself  through 
him  in  many  beneficent  ways.  For  many  \ears 
he  served  as  representative  of  the  citizens  of 
Haddam  m  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut, 
and  was  also  justice  of  the  |>eace  and  a  mcmlxT 
of  the  Hartford  convention  in  1814.  Married 
three  tunes,  he  rejoiced  in  the  paternity  of  thir- 
teen children  by  his  first  wife  and  of  eight  by  his 
second  wife.  He  died  April  7.  1837.  at  the  pa- 
triarchal age  of  ninety-three  years. 

Ezra  lirainerd.  Jr..  fifth  child  of  Deacon  Ezra, 
was  Inirn  May  11.  1700:  he  acquired  the  trade  of 
joiner  and  carpenter,  and  was  well  known  as  a 
prominent  bridge  and  church  builder.  In  the 
war  of  181 2  he  served  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  a 
Connecticut  regiment.  He  married  Mabel,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Porter,  of  East  Hartford.  Thirteen 
children,  of  whom  Lawrence  lirainerd  was  the 
fifth,  were  the  fruit  of  their  union.  What  is 
worthy  of  note  in  the  foregoing  line  of  genealog- 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


ical  descent  is  that  each  of  the  personal  links,  ex- 
cepting Josiah  Brainerd,  was  the  fifth  child  of  his 
parents. 

Lawrence  Brainerd  proved  to  be  eminently 
worthy  of  his  distinguished  ancestry.  All  his 
physical  force,  intellectual  power  and  best  moral 
characteristics  were  transmitted  in  unimpaired  ex- 
cellence to  him.  When  nine  years  old  he  re- 
moved to  Troy,  New  York,  and  there  made  his 
abode  with  his  uncle,  Joseph  Spencer  Brainerd. 
In  1808  he  changed  his  residence  from  Troy  to 
St.  Albans.  To  gain  the  funds  necessary  to  pay 
for  his  passage  between  the  two  places,  he  per- 
sistently gathered  walnuts,  and  sold  them  until 
he  had  acquired  the  necessary  sum.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  St.  Albans  he  found  himself  the  happy 
possessor  of  a  modest  capital  amounting  to  twen- 
ty-five cents.  But  there  was  determination  in  the 
clear-headed,  resolute  boy  that  gave  promise  of  its 
unlimited  increase.  When  only  fourteen  years 
old,  he  was  sent  to  Massachusetts — a  distance  of 
nearly  three  hundred  miles — to  drive  a  pair  of 
oxen.  He  walked  all  the  way,  did  his  errand,  and 
returned  in  safety. 

Common  schools  were  tiot  the  best  imaginable 
at  that  epoch,  but  what  they  were  he  utilized  with 
such  effect  that  he  himself  became  a  successful 
school  teacher  for  several  years.  Then,  as  now, 
the  educational  profession  was  rarely  adopted  for 
life  pursuit.  He  preferred  commercial  business, 
and  engaged  his  services  as  clerk  to  X.  W.  King- 
man, for  the  moderate  compensation  of  board  and 
salary  of  thirty-four  dollars  per  annum.  Out  of 
this  he  clothed  himself.  Knowledge  of  mercan- 
tile transactions  grew  with  experience,  and  in 
1816  he  embarked  in  business  on  individual  ac- 
count. Eventually  he  conducted  a  large  and  lu- 
crative traffic.  The  year  1816  was  long  remem- 
bered as  "the  cold  year."  During  its  progress  he 
foresaw  that  unusual  local  suffering  would  result 
from  its  |>cculiarities,  unless  flour  of  distant  man- 
ufacture was  brought  into  the  market.  With 
his  own  capital  of  seven  hundred  dollars  in  pock- 
et, to  which  as  much  more  had  been  added  by 
borrowing,  he  repaired  to  Troy,  New  York,  pur- 
chaser! flour  at  favorable  rates,  and  returned  with 
it  in  time  to  save  many  families  from  absolute 
want.  Forestalling  he  prevented,  by  refusing  to 
sell  more  than  one  barrel  to  a  family.    His  prin- 


cipal object,  which  was  purely  philanthropic,  was 
not  only  accomplished,  but  he  also  cleared  a  net 
profit  of  nearly  as  much  as  his  investment  by  the 
sagacious  operation.  Prescience  was  one  of  his 
marked  characteristics,  and  was  afterward  exem- 
plified by  an  essentially  similar  undertaking.  In 
the  course  of  a  hard  winter  fuel  was  both  scarce 
and  high-priced  in  St.  Albans.  To  relieve  the 
pressure,  he  sent  numerous  teams  into  the  woods, 
glutted  the  market,  reduced  prices  to  fair  rates, 
and  also  received  an  equivalent  for  his  trouble. 

Mr.  Brainerd  was  the  proprietor  of  a  general 
mercantile  store,  dealt  largely  in  miscellaneous 
materials,  and  bartered  his  own  goods  for  almost 
anything  that  was  offered  in  trade.  After  a  few 
years  passed  in  these  occupations,  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  sheep-raising,  not  infrequently  keep- 
ing from  otic  to  two  thousand  sheep  at  a  time. 
Whatever  he  did,  was  done  with  all  his  might. 
Cultured  brains  were  built  into  all  work.  When 
erecting  the  family  mansion,  now  occupied  by  his 
youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Stranahan,  he  was  so 
desirous  that  it  should  be  completed  in  the  best 
possible  style  that  he  did  some  of  the  labor  with 
his  own  hands.  While  thus  engaged,  a  man  who 
was  driving  a  flock  of  sheep  passed  by  his  house. 
Mr.  Brainerd,  habited  in  working  costume,  leaned 
over  the  fence  and  inquired  the  price  of  his  flock. 
The  driver  churlishly  responded  "More  money 
than  you-ve  got,"  and  went  on.  His  charge 
proved  to  be  the  properly  of  the  rebuffed  in- 
quirer. The  surprise  of  the  man  when  he  ascer- 
tained the  fact  is  said  to  have  been  at  once  hu- 
miliating and  amusing. 

Strength  and  courage  were  among  his  most 
prominent  characteristics.  In  view  of  them  he 
was  often  in  his  younger  days  appointed  deputy 
sheriff,  and  in  that  capacity  rendered  much  use- 
ful service.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  fire 
companies,  he  gained  notoriety  for  acts  of  daring 
at  local  fires. 

With  the  navigation  of  Lake  Champlain  Mr. 
Brainerd  was  honorably  identified.  In  1847  he 
constructed  the  first  upper-cabin  steamer  that 
plied  on  that  beautiful  sheet  of  water.  He  was  a 
director  of  die  St.  Albans  Steamboat  Company 
for  many  years,  ind  did  not  resign  his  |iosition 
until  he  had  become  largely  interested  in  railroad 
affairs.    In  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  St. 
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Albans  in  1826  he  took  a  leading  part,  was  elected 
one  of  the  directors,  and  subsequently  was  chos- 
en to  the  presidency. 

The  importance  and  value  of  railroad  com- 
munications Mr.  Braincrd  was  one  of  the  first  to 
comprehend  and  appreciate.  The  splendid  rail- 
road system  of  Vermont  is  the  effect  of  his  genius 
and  energy,  supplemented  by  those  of  other  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited  citizens.  Associated 
with  John  Smith,  George  Smith's  father,  and 
Joseph  Clark,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Peck's  father,  he  ef- 
fected the  construction  of  the  Vermont  &  Canada 
Railroad.  The  completion  of  that  beneficent  en- 
terprise initiated  the  progress  and  prosperity  of 
his  adopted  town.  At  one  period  of  its  creation 
it  was  feared  that  it  might  not  be  finished  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  funds.  Boldly  contracting 
for  the  mason  work,  they  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  paying  for  it,  although  they  were  obliged 
to  borrow  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the 
strength  of  their  personal  credit  before  any  sub- 
scriptions to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company 
had  become  available.  That  personal  credit  was 
strong  enough  to  float  the  project,  until,  by  ar- 
rangement with  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad 
Company,  the  stock  was  taken,  and  the  sagacious 
financiers  themselves  relived  from  the  risks  they 
had  voluntarily  incurred.  Mr.  Bra'merd  was  sub- 
sequently connected,  either  as  director  or  trus- 
tee, with  the  combination  of  railroads  known  as 
the  Vermont  Central  Railroad,  up  to  the  hour  of 
his  decease.  He  was  also  one  of  the  principal  pro- 
prietors of  the  Stanstead,  Shcfford  &  Chambly 
Railroad,  and  was  one  of  the  foremost  promoters 
of  the  Missisquoi  Railroad,  which  has  been  built 
since  his  death.  In  railroads,  as  efficient  instru- 
ments of  civilization,  and  as  means  of  creating 
wealth,  he  had  intelligent  and  abiding  confidence. 
More  than  one  new  and  struggling  enterprise  has 
quoted  him  as  an  authority  for  the  statement  that 
"the  more  roads  a  people  can  build,  the  better 
off  they'll  be." 

After  the  establishment  of  the  railroad  to  St. 
Albans,  Mr.  Brainerd  exhibited  an  augmented  in- 
terest in  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  village. 
He  donated  land  for  new  streets,  loaned  money  to 
young  merchants  and  mechnics.  advised  liberality 
in  the  outlay  of  the  public  funds,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter portion  of  his  life  contributed  liberally  to  the 
erection  of  an  elegant  hotel.  He  was  also  a  large 
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stockholder  in  the  National  Trust  Company, 
which  was  instituted  as  a  helpful  convenience  to 
people  of  moderate  capital.  When  he  first  arrived 
at  St.  Albans  a  little  row  of  houses,  situated  on  a 
single  street,  composed  the  town.  He  lived  long 
enough  to  see  the  forests  cleared  away  and  the 
streets  multiply  and  extend  in  every  direction,  un- 
til St.  Albans  attained  the  dignity  of  one  of  the 
most  considerable  and  important  towns  in  the 
state.  He  enjoyed  the  further  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  in  the  achievement  of  this  prosperity 
he  himself  had  been  one  of  the  principal  factors. 

In  politics  Mr.  Braincrd  was  invariably  an  ad- 
herent of  principle  ;  policy,  never.  The  honors 
and  emoluments  of  official  life  he  estimated  light- 
ly in  comparison  with  the  blessings  of  good  gov- 
ernment, and  the  largest  liberty  of  the  largest 
number  of  the  people.  In  harmony  with  this 
correct  appreciation,  he  cheerfully  accepted  pub- 
lic duties,  and  was  often  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  responsible  offices  by  his  town, 
and  sometimes  by  his  county  and  his  state.  He 
represented  the  citizens  of  St.  Albans  in  the  Ver- 
mont legislature  of  1834.  Prior  to  the  year  1840 
he  had  affiliated  with  the  Whig  party  in  national 
politics.  His  dislike  to  American  slavery  was 
inborn  and  intense,  and  gladly  embodied  itself  in 
his  ballot  as  soon  as  opportunity  offered.  With 
the  Liberty  party  he  was  identified  from  the  out- 
set :  and  was  one  of  the  three  hundred  and  nine- 
teen heroic  citizens  of  the  state  who  braved  pop- 
ular scorn  and  contempt  by  voting  for  Btrttcy  in 
1840.  So  long  as  the  organization  maintained  an 
existence  he  advocated  its  principles,  attended  its 
conventions,  served  on  its  committees,  and  gave 
liberally  toward  the  success  of  its  policy.  He  was 
endowed  with  the  rare  moral  courage  which  dares 
continuoutis  defeats  in  the  certainty  of  eventual 
victory.  ]n  the  absence  of  any  protnhility  of  suc- 
cess, he  allowed  hi£  name  to  be  used  as  that  of  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  the  chief  magistracy 
of  Vermont  in  1846,  1847,  1848,  1852  and  1854. 
In  July  of  the  last  year  he  presided  over  the  first 
Republican  state  convention,  held  at  Montpelier, 
in  the  Green  Mountain  commonwealth.  He  was 
also  a  candidate  for  election  to  the  state  senate, 
but  was  rejected  at  the  polls  because  of  his  Free- 
soil  proclivities.  In  the  same  year,  however,  he 
received  ample  compensation  for  the  disappoint- 
ment in  being  elected  by  the  practically  unani- 
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mous  vote  of  the  legislature  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  m  William  Cphain  in  the  senate  of  the  l'ni- 
ted State.  He  had  the  unprecedented  honor  at 
that  time  of  being  the  only  member  of  the  na- 
tional senate  sent  thither  on  purely  abolitionist 
principles.  His  triumphant  election  to  a  post  for 
which  there  was  strong  competition  was  a  pleas- 
ant surprise  to  himself  and  friends. 

In  1855-56  Senator  Llrainerd  was  a  member  of 
the  Republican  state  committee,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter year  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  con- 
vention at  I'ittshurg.  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
served  as  presidential  elector.  There  he  called 
the  convention  to  order,  was  elected  one  of  the 
vice  presidents,  and  a  meml>cr  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  call  a  national  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  candidates  for  the  pres- 
idency and  vice  presidency  of  the  United  States. 
This  convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia  in  the 
following  June,  and  by  it  he  was  api*>inted  a 
member  of  the  Republican  national  executive 
committee.  His  name  stood  at  the  head  of  a  list 
of  citizens  who  called  a  public  meeting  at  St.  Al- 
lians,  in  the  same  month,  in  order  to  express  their 
manly  and  patriotic  indignation  at  the  dastardly 
outrage  perpetuated  uj>on  Charles  Sumner  in  the 
senate  chamber  of  the  L'nited  States.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Vermont  delegation  which,  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice,  gave  its  suffrages  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  the  national  convention  which 
presented  him  as  its  nominee  for  the  chief  mag- 
istracy of  the  republic.  His  action  in  the  ter- 
rible and  protracted  conflict  which  ensued  on  the 
martvred  president's  accession  was  wholly  con- 
cordant with  his  record  and  principles.  He  cordi- 
ally supported  the  administration,  and  in  his 
speciai  field  of  warfare  was  a  doughty  champion 
of  the  country  in  the  hour  of  its  sorest  trial.  His 
public  and  private  life  was  one  energetic  protest 
against  oppression,  one  consistent  claim  for  con- 
stitutional freedom.  With  cheerful  readiness  he 
paid  the  onerous  taxes  demanded  by  the  prosecu- 
tion of  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  I'nion.  sent 
two  of  his  sons  and  one  of  his  sons-in-law  into 
the  armies  of  the  nation,  and  sustained  them  by 
hi»  SMupathies.  prayers,  and  entire  resources. 

Mr.  Ilrainerd  was  one  of  the  first  citizens  of 
Ivs  state  to  espouse  the  anti-slavery  cause.  Sum- 
ner. Chase,  (iiddings.  Tappan  and  other  of  its 
deservedly  famous  leaders,  were    his  intimate 


friend*.  He  kept  the  last  station  of  the  "under- 
ground railroad"  on  the  route  to  Canada,  and  |*t- 
sonally  assisted  many  fugitives  in  their  (light  to 
freedom  and  safety  across  the  Canada  line.  When 
the  emancipation  of  all  who  had  been  held  in 
bondage  closed  his  labors  in  that  department  of 
Christian  usefulness,  he  contributed  most  liber- 
ally to  the  funds  of  the  American  Missionary  As- 
sociation, which  has  done  so  much  and  so  excel- 
lent educational  work  among  the  freedinen.  He 
was  elected  one  of  the  first  presidents  of  that  noble 
society.  Like  his  ancestors,  he  was  a  conscien- 
tious member  of  the  Congregational  denomina- 
tion of  Christians.  (  hie  of  his  last  acts  was  the 
gift  of  five  hundred  dollars  toward  liquidating  the 
indebtedness  of  the  society,  which  he  always  gen- 
erouslv  sustained. 

Lawrence  I'rainerd  was  a  helper  of  those  w  ho 
were  in  need.  As  a  thorough  business  man.  he 
never  lost  sight  of  his  own  interests;  ami  as  a 
Christian,  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  interests  of 
others.  While  a  member  of  the  l'nited  States 
senate  he  directed  those  in  charge  of  his  home 
affairs  to  kill  a  large  number  of  sheep,  ami  to 
distribute  the  meat  among  the  poor,  in  order  that 
there  might  be  iv>  suffering  from  want.  Like 
the  patriarch  Job,  he  could  say.  "When  the  ear 
heard  me.  then  it  blessed  me ;  and  when  the  eve 
saw  me.  it  gave  witness  to  me;  because  I  deliv- 
ered the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherless,  and  • 
him  that  had  none  to  help  him.  The  blessing  «.f 
him  that  w  as  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me ;  and 
1  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy." 
Whatever  might  minister  to  the  material,  social 
or  religious  melioration  of  neighbors  and  friends, 
commanded  his  cordial  approval.  His  voice  was 
an  inspiration  to  all  workers  for  the  common 
good.  Providence  bad  blessed  his  thought,  his 
energy,  his  enterprise,  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
acq ui red  large  possessions.  But  all  were  held  in 
trust  for  the  Divine  Owner.  Disbursements  rose 
in  magnitude  commcnsurately  with  accumula- 
tions: and  in  a  state  renowned  for  its  princely 
philanthropist*  he  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks. 

His  death,  on  the  91I1  of  May.  1870.  was  sud- 
den and  unexpected.  His  funeral  was  more  large- 
ly and  imposingly  attended  than  any  previously 
witnessed  in  St.  Albans.  <  )fficia|s  and  representa- 
tive men.  delegations  of  railroad  officers  and  men, 
from  all  pans  of  the  state,  took  part  in  the  cere- 
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momes.  Ali  classes  of  the  community  unitedly 
did  honor  to  his  memory  and  virtues,  and  evinced 
tlu-i;-  sorrow  over  his  death  by  genuine  ami  sin- 
cere tokens. 

Lawrence  Prainerd  married,  January  16,  1810. 
Miss  Kidelia  Itarnet,  (laughter  of  W  illiam  Gad- 
cnn'l).  and  granddaughter  of  Chief  Justice  Daniel 
<  >w«n  of  the  Rhode  Island  supreme  court.  Mrs. 
P.rainerd  died  October  18.  1852.  Twelve  chil- 
dren w^-re  born  to  them,  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. Ann  Eliza  is  now  the  wife  of  ex-Governor 
J.  Gregory  Smith,  and  Miranda  Aldis  is  the  wife 
of  1*.  S.  Stranahan.  The  sons,  Lawrence,  Aldis 
«  >wen.  Erastus  Porter  and  Herbert,  have  all  ih> 
cupicd  prominent  positions  in  the  town  and  in  the 
state. 

ELI  H.  PALMER. 

Eli  Hoadley  Palmer,  of  Shelburne.  Vermont, 
i-  a  worthy  descendant  of  one  of  the  Pilgrims 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  Mayflower  in 
if. jo.  George  Palmer,  grandfather  of  Eli  II. 
Palmer,  served  or  General  Washington's  staff 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  After  the  close 
.  >f  that  struggle  he  removed  from  Stonington.  Con- 
necticut, to  Vermont.  He  first  located  in  Char- 
lotte, and  after  remaining  there  for  a  short  period 
-if  time  he  settled  in  Hinesburg,  where  he  cleared 
up  and  improved  a  large  tract  of  land,  on  which 
he  resided  until  his  death.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
1  'lace,  and  six  children  were  born  to  them. — I'.ath- 
-heba.  who  was  born  in  Charlotte,  Vermont,  and 
married  John  Weller ;  Polly,  who  was  the  first  fe- 
male white  child  born  in  Hinesburg.  Vermont, 
married  Giles  Ken  yon,  and  both  were  interred  the 
same  day  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-five 
and  ninety-seven  years,  respectively:  Betsy:  Roll- 
er! :  James ;  and  Leonidas. 

James  Palmer,  son  of  George,  was  a  native  of 
Hinesburg.  Vermont,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life,  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming,  at 
which  he  was  eminently  successful.  He  married 
Miss  Phoebe  Hoadley,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Hoadley.  who  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  state  of  Vermont,  The  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them :  Fidelia,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  Hatch,  and  died  in  1808:  Eli  H.; 
Henry:  Marshall;  and  David.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town,  noted 


for  his  honesty  ,  truthfulness  and  upright  dealings 
in  all  matters,  and  he  was  chosen  to  serve  in  the 
various  local  offices  of  the  town.  He  died  in 
1880,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  just  six  months,  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years. 

Eli  H.  Palmer,  son  of  James  and  PIiocIh: 
Palmer,  was  born  in  Hinesburg,  Vermont,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1830.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  he  resid- 
ed on  his  father's  farm,  rendering  him  what  aid 
he  could  in  the  management  of  it,  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  He  then  decided  to  start  out  in  lif-j  , 
for  himself,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Richmond,  where  he  remained  until  1802,  when 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Shelburne.  Vermont, 
which  consisted  of  three  hundred  acres,  and  which 
he  conducted  successfully  for  many  years,  farm- 
ing and  dairying.  He  cultivated  his  land  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  became  highly  productive.  He 
disposed  of  this  farm  to  his  sons,  and  in  1808  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  in  Shelburne,  Vermont, 
which  consists  of  seventy  acres,  where  he  raises 
a  general  line  of  garden  products,  and  he  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  enterprising,  industrious 
and  successful  farmers  of  that  section  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  united  in  marriage.  N'ovem- 
Ih.t  27.  1856,  to  Miss  Eunice  P>enson.  and  three 
children  were  U>rn  to  them,  one  of  whom  is  now 
living. — George  Palmer,  engaged  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  fanning  in  Shelburne.  Vermont.  Mrs. 
Palmer  died  February  27,  1868.  and  Mr.  Palmer 
was  married.  March  2.  i8fnj,  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Fonda,  and  three  children  were  born  to  this 
union, — Loring.  Emerson  and  Walter  Palmer. 
His  second  wife  died  February  4,  1894.  and  Mr. 
Palmer  was  married,  September  25.  1895.  to  Mrs. 
Candace  Taggart.  widow  of  Midas  Taggart.  ami 
a  (laughter  of  Xelson  H.  White,  a  descendant  of 
Peregrine  White,  the  first  child  born  in  the 
Plymouth  colony. 

HON.  IRA  RICHARD  ALLEN. 

Hon.  Ira  R.  Allen,  prominently  identified  with 
the  banking  and  commercial  interests  of  Fair- 
haven.  Vermont,  aiso  a  successful  leader  of  the 
Republican  party  in  that  section  of  the  state,  was 
lx^rn  in  I'airhaven  March  2y.  1850..  the  son  of 
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Ira  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Richardson)  Allen,  the 
former  named  being  a  well  known  resident  of  the 
state,  a  man  of  great  executive  ability,  who  was 
chosen  five  terms  in  succession  to  serve  in  the 
state  legislature. 

Ira  R.  Allen  acquired  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Fairhaven,  and  in 
1877  became  a  student  at  Colgate  Academy.  He 
graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1882.  His 
business  exj>erience  has  been  varied  and  extensive, 
taking  him  into  most  of  the  states  of  the  Union. 
From  1882  to  1885  he  was  engaged  with  the  firm 
•  of  Woodward,  Stetson  &  Company,  produce  mer- 
chants of  New  York  city.  The  following  year  he 
became  interested  in  the  mica  mining  industry  in 
Virginia,  remaining  there  three  years,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Fairhaven,  Vermont,  and  devoted 
his  attention  to  banking,  slate  industries  and  rail- 
roads. Mr.  Allen  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
director  and  vice-president  of  the  Allen  National 
Bank,  and  a  director  of  the  Fairhaven  Marble  and 
Marbleized  Slate  Company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  has  been  an  unswerving 
Republican  from  the  time  he  attained  his  major- 
ity, and  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  men  of 
his  town.  lie  has  served  as  selectman  of  the 
town  two  terms,  and  was  considered  a  capable 
and  efficient  candidate  to  place  in  the  field  for 
town  representative  in  a  community  where  Demo- 
cratic opinions  had  hitherto  prevailed.  This 
position  he  easily  won  and  served  in  both  branches 
of  the  Vermont  legislature,  and  was  also  the  in- 
cumbent of  the  postoffice  at  Fairhaven,  Vermont, 
being  appointed  by  President  McKinley,  and  is 
still  serving.  His  successful  work  as  chairman  of 
the  Republican  state  committee,  where  he  worked 
like  a  Trojan  and  a  veteran  political  manager,  at- 
tracted attention  outside  the  state.  It  was  largely 
through  his  instrumentality  that  the  plurality  of 
thirty-one  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  votes  were  registered  for  Mr.  Stickney,  the 
Republican  candidate  for  governor.  Mr.  Allen 
is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  one  of  the  best  private 
mineralogical  cabinets  in  the  state,  and  while  a 
resident  of  Virginia  he  was  enabled  to  obtain 
many  fine  specimens  of  garnets,  some  of  which 
were  loaned  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  having  attained  the  thirty-second 


degree,  and  he  was  chosen  to  represent  Mt.  Sinai 
Temple  at  Cincinnati  in  1893.  In  his  religious 
views  he  is  a  believer  in  the  tenets  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  and  though  not  holding  fellowship 
in  any  church  he  has  always  contributed  liberally 
to  all  Christian  enterprises. 

GEORGE  SCOTT  FOSTER. 

George  Scott  Foster,  M.  D.,  of  Putney,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  established  and  most  popular  phy- 
sicians of  Windham  county,  and  well  deserves 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  He  was 
born  June  7,  1848,  in  Waltham,  Vermont,  a  son 
of  Nicholas  and  Esther  (Kernon))  Foster,  who 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  two  sons  and 
four  daughters.  The  father  died  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-five  vears. 

George  S.  Foster  received  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages,  attending  first  the  common 
schools  of  Waltham,  then  the  Vergennes  Classical 
Institute,  after  which  he  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
Paschal  Maxfield,  of  Vergennes,  continuing  his 
studies  with  Professor  Walter  Carpenter,  of  Bur- 
lington, and  being  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  with 
the  class  of  1874.    Locating  in  Putney  in  April, 
1875.  Dr.  Foster  has  since  built  up  a  very  large 
and  remunerative  practice,  through  his  profes- 
sional knowledge  and  skill  winning  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  an  eminent  degree.   He  is  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  leading  medical  organizations 
of  the  state,  including  the  Vermont,  the  White 
River  Valley,  the  Windham  County  and  the 
American  Medical  Societies,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  United  States  pension  examiners, 
located  at  Brattleboro,  and  one  of  the  state  super- 
visors of  the  insane.    He  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has  done 
much  in  an  official  capacity  to  advance  the  cause, 
serving  as  superintendent  of  schools  of  Putney 
from  1875  until  1882,  as  a  member  of  the  county 
board  of  education  from  1888  until  1890  and  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  school  directors  from 
1882  to  1808.    In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  stead- 
fast Republican,  and  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his 
religious  views,  being  identified  with  the  Univer- 
salist  church.    Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Golden  Rule  Lodge  No.  32,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Fort 
Dummer  Chapter  No.  12,  R.  A.  M.;  of  Connect- 
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ictit  Valley  Council.  \o.  16,  R.  &  S.  M. :  of  Beau- 
seant  Cominandery,  No.  7,  K.  T. ;  ami  of  .Mount 
Sinai  Temple,  X.  M.  S.  Jn  1890  lie  was  a  Mate 
senator,  serving  on  important  committees,  such  as 
insane,  education  and  as  chairman  >>i  the  Itoard 
of  state  and  court  expenses. 

Poctor  Foster  married  .May  28.  1S70.  Alice 
S.  Wheat,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  K.  Wheat, 
of  Putney. 

CVKCS  PKINDI.E  VAN  VLIET. 

Cyrus  Prindlc  Van  Vlict,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing ami  successful  merchants  of  ShcHwrne,  Yer- 
mont.  was  born  in  Qiarlotte,  Vermont,  June  29, 
1S51,  a  son  of  Ohadiah  and  Harriet  (Lowrcy) 
Van  Vlict.  The  former  named  was  horn  in  Char- 
lotte, Vermont,  in  1812.  a  son  of  Peter  Van  Vliet, 
a  native  of  Fishkill,  New  York.  The  family  line 
is  traced  tack,  through  New  York,  to  Holland, 
the  first  American  ancestor  locating  in  New  York 
in  1628.  A  complete  genealogy  has  been  com- 
piled, but  never  published. 

Cyrus  P.  Van  Vliet  acquired  his  education  in 
the  high  schools  of  Hinesburg  and  Jericho,  and 
after  completing  his  studies  he  went  out  west  and 
commenced  his  business  career  by  engaging  in 
the  live-stock  trade,  through  Ohio  and  .Michigan. 
This  enterprise  proved  very  successful,  and  he 
remained  there  for  some  time.  Subsequently  he 
returned  to  the  east  and  was  employed  for  seven 
years  as  messenger  for  the  National  Express 
Company,  running  out  of  New  York  city.  In 
1S74  he  returned  to  his  native  state,  and  settled  in 
Shelburne,  where  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Mead,  who  was  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Tracy  &  Mead,  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising in  that  town.  The  firm  has  since  been 
known  under  the  style  of  Tracy  &  Van  Vliet,  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  being  H.  W.  Tracy, 
and  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  they  have  con- 
ducted a  verv  extensive  and  lucrative  trade ;  in 
addition  to  their  mercantile  business  they  are 
largely  interested  in  the  sale  of  wool.  At  one 
time  they  also  held  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
Holton  Hardware  Company  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, of  which  Mr.  Van  Vlict  acted  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  president  for  a  period  of  six  years. 
Mr.  Van  Vliet  was  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of 

Van  Vliet  &  Hart,  fruit  buvers,  ami  this  connec- 
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tion  was  maintained  for  eight  years.  Mr.  Van 
Vlict  is  an  iui|>ortant  factor  in  the  business  circles 
of  Shelburne,  where  by  earnest,  persistent  and 
honorable  endeavor  he  has  steadily  advanced 
until  he  now  occupies  a  position  among  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  the  town.  Politically  he  is 
a  firm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  is  a  friend  of  education,  and  has 
filled  several  offices  in  connection  with  local  school 
management,  beside  acting  as  overseer  of  town 
poor. 

( )n  August  30,  1881,  Mr.  Van  Vliet  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Myra  Nelson,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Nelson,  of  Charlotte,  Vermont.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them :  Lewis  Nelson,  born 
September  21,  1882,  who  is  now  being  educated 
in  the  University  of  Vermont:  and  Lela,  born 
January  12,  1887.  Mrs.  Van  Vliet  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Elder  William  Brewster,  one  of  the  May- 
flower passengers. 

GEORGE  HERBERT  PAPE. 

George  Herbert  Papc,  one  of  the  successful 
young  business  men  of  Barre,  Vermont,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Williston,  Chittenden  county.  Ver- 
mont. September  30,  1876,  a  son  of  Leonard  W. 
and  Clara  Matilda  Papc.  Leonard  W.  Papc  was 
born  in  Williston,  Vermont,  in  the  year  1839. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools,  ami  this  was  further  supplemented  by 
a  course  of  study  in  the  Williston  Academy.  When 
he  reached  young  manhood  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  in  the  town  of  Williston.  Ver- 
mont, and  subsequently  removed  to  Hyde  Park, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Ex-Governor 
Page.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  political 
affairs  of  his  party,  and  while  a  resident  of  Wil- 
liston he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  lister,  was 
one  of  the  members  of  the  school  board,  for  which 
he  served  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  and  treasurer ; 
after  his  removal  to  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  he 
also  served  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  school 
board  there  under  the  old  school  system.  Mr. 
Pape  was  united  in  marriage  in  November,  1871, 
to  Miss  Clara  Matilda  Millard,  who  was  born 
at  Lowell.  Vermont,  May  19,  1835,  a  daughter 
of  j.  A.  Millard.  Four  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  namely:  Myrtie  A.,  born  October  2, 
1872,  died  July  30,  1897:  Alice  A.,  born  Octo- 
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bor  22,  1874,  graduated  from  the  Morrisville 
Academy,  taught  school  in  the  city  of  Barre  for 
eight  years,  and  is  engaged  at  the  present  time 
( 1902)  as  a  teacher  in  Portland,  Maine :  George 
Herbert ;  and  Margaret  W.,  born  in  March,  1878, 
died  in  March,  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pape  have 
made  the  city  of  Barre,  Vermont,  their  place  of 
residence  for  many  years. 

George  Herbert  Pape,  only  son  of  Leonard 
W.  and  Clara  Matilda  Pape,  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Hyde  Park  and  at  the 
Spaulding  School  in  Barre,  Vermont.  When  he 
attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  commenced 
his  business  career  by  teaching  school  in  Bam-, 
Vermont.  He  remaind  in  this  positon  for  four 
years,  filling  it  very  creditably  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  possessed  many  qualifications  necessary 
for  a  successful  teacher.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  procured  a  position  as  bookkeq>cr 
in  the  Granite  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
of  Barre,  and  remained  in  their  employ  until 
January,  1902,  when  he  purchased  the  insurance 
business  of  \V.  A.  Drew,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished for  many  years.  He  is  interested  in  both 
fire  and  life  insurance,  but  principally  fire,  and 
the  business  has  prospered  greatly  under  his  skill- 
ful management.  He  acts  as  agent  for  the  fol- 
lowing named  companies:  Aetna  of  Hartford, 
British  American  of  Toronto,  Continental  of 
New  York,  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia, 
Hartford  of  Connecticut,  Home  of  New  York. 
Insurance  Company  of  North  America,  Niagara 
of  Ne#w  York,  Orient  of  Hartford,  Phoenix  <>; 
Hartford,  Springfield  of  Massachusetts,  Sun  of 
London,  Williamsburgh  City  of  New  York,  and 
the  State  Mutual  of  Rutland,  Vermont.  The 
life  company  he  represents  is  the  Prudential  of 
New  Jersey,  and  in  accident,  steam  boiler  and 
plate  glass,  he  represents  the  Maryland  Casualty 
Company  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Mr.  Pape  is  a  Democrat  in  his  politcal  be- 
liefs, and  the  citizens  of  his  city  have  honored 
him  by  choosing  him  for  their  representative  to 
the  state  legislature  on  September  2,  1902,  and 
he  acted  as  a  member  of  the  general  committee 
in  that  legisatlve  body.  He  also  served  as  city 
auditor  in  1900  anil  1901,  ami  was  elected  from 
the  third  ward  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  in  a  social  way  is  connected  with 


the  Jefferson  Club  of  Barre ;  he  is  also  an  earnest 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  of  Barre,  Vermont. 

HENRY  GEORGE  CLARK. 

On  the  roll  of  the  most  enterprising,  thrifty 
and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, appears  the  name  of  Henry  George  Clark, 
a  native  of  that  city.  George  H.  Clark,  his  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  Jan- 


1 


I  .  I 

C.  H.  CLARK. 

nary  12,  1818,  the  youngest  son  of  Joseph 
Clark,  .who  was  a  surveyor  and  engineer. 
George  H.  Clark  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  surveying 
with  Addison  Brown  and  with  his  father,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  conducted  an  extensive  busi- 
ness  in  that  line  in  the  construction  of  roads  and 
surveying  of  lands ;  he  was  also  engaged  in  farm- 
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ing  intercuts  and  for  a  few  years  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  the  hardware  trade  as  a  merchant  at 
Brattleboro.  He  lived  a  qniet,  retired  life  and, 
though  he  held  some  minor  public  offices  in  the 
town,  yet  was  never  active  in  public  affairs.  Mr. 
Clark  belonged  to  that  small  body  of  really  an- 
cient Odd  Fellows,  who  became  identified  with 
the  order  away  back  in  its  early  infancy ;  he  was 
initiated  into  Wantastiquet.  Lodge  No.  5,  August 
24,  1846.  that  beitig  the  third  meeting  after  it 
was  instituted  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  he 
had  the  longest  continuous  membership  in  one 
lodge  of  any  Odd  Fellow  in  Vermont,  and  a  rec- 
ord but  few  members  can  exceed.  After 
serving  in  some  minor  offices  he  was  in- 
stalled as  noble  grand  July  2,  1849;  he 
became  a  member  of  Grand  Lodge,  Fcb- 
niary  rr,  1852,  as  the  representative  of 
his  lodge,  and  from  that  time  on  was  more  or 
less  an  attendant  at  the  sessions  of  that  lodge, 
being  elected  grand  treasurer  at  the  session  held 
at  Brattleboro,  August  23,  1865.  Mr.  Clark  was 
advanced  in  office  from  time  to  time  until  the  ses- 
sion of  Grand  Lodge  held  in  Brattleboro,  August 
26,  1868,  when  he  was  elected  grand  master,  and 
at  its  next  session  held  in  Burlington,  he  presided 
over  the  lodge.  It  was  during  Mr.  Clark's  admin- 
istration that  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  ap- 
pointed B.  YV.  Lennis,  of  Michigan,  as  a  special 
commissioner  to  come  to  Vermont  and  help  re- 
vive the  order;  Killington  Lodge  No.  29  was  in- 
stituted, Caledonia  Lodge  No.  6  and  Stark  Lodge 
No.  f>  were  revived  and  among  the  Rcbekah  lodges 
instituted  was  Lennis  I-odge  No.  1,  and  among 
the  new  legislation  enacted  at  this  time  by  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  was  the  abolishing  of 
aprons.  Mr.  Clark  was  the  first  grand  master  iti 
Vermont  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  the  observ- 
ance of  April  26,  the  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  order.  He  was  also  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Vermont  militia. 

On  November  7,  1842.  Mr.  Clark  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Hubbard,  a  daughter 
of  Colonel  Erastus  Hubbard,  of  Vernon,  Vermont. 
Mr.  Clark's  death  occurred  November  20.  1901, 
and  at  the  obsequies  a  large  number  of  the  offi- 
cers and  past  grand  representatives  of  the  grand 
encampment  and  Grand  Lodge  were  in  attend- 


ance to  show  their  respect  and  aid  Wantastiquet 
Lodge  in  the  last  sad  rites  of  her  truly  beloved 
and  honored  member.  His  remains  were  inter- 
red in  the  family  plot  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery 
to  rest  beside  the  companion  of  his  youth,  whose 
demise  he  sincerely  mourned.  At  this  time  a 
touching  and  eloquent  eulogy  was  paid  to  his 
manor)  by  Julius  J.  Retting,  of  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont. 

Henry  G.  Clark,  son  of  George  and  Sarah 
Clark,  was  born  October  14,  1843,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Brattleboro.  and  after  complet- 
ing bis  studies,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing on  the  parental  homestead,  which  consisted  of 
threo  hundred  acres  of  finely  cultivated  ground 
on  which  are  situated  commodious  buildings, 
which  are  kept  in  first-class  condition;  he  also 
uses  the  most  modern  and  improved  machinery 
for  all  purposes.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in 
the  production  of  dairy  products,  keeping  con- 
stanly  on  hand  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  cows  to 
meet  the  demands ;  is  a  breeder  of  horses,  hav- 
ing produced  some  line  specimens  and  he  has  al- 
ways ready  a  supply  of  trotting  horses  and  fancy 
breeds,  and  he  also  makes  a  specialty  of  cattle 
dealing,  handling  as  many  as  eighteen  or  twenty 
head  a  week.  Mr.  Clark  w«s  one  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  Valley  Fair  Association,  in  which  he 
is  a  director  and  for  many  years  acted  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  superintendent  of  the  cattle  dej>artment 
of  the  association.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Order  of 
Red  Men. 

On  December  6,  18A5,  Mr.  Clark  married  Miss 
Josephine,  daughter  of  Mark  H.  anil  Sarah  (An- 
drus)  Woostcr,  of  Manchester,  Vermont,  and 
the  following-named  children  were  born  to  them : 
Mary,  wife  of  G.  Musser,  engaged  in  the  life  in- 
surance business  at  Brattleboro,  Vermont ; 
George :  Sarah,  wife  of  Ernest  E.  Perry,  a  cloth- 
ing merchant  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont ;  Clara : 
Alice,  wife  of  C.  A.  Risl)cv,  of  New  York,  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business ;  and  Giarles  H., 
who  assists  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
cattle  business,  was  a  member  of  the  Estey 
Guards,  the  crack  military  organization  of  Brat- 
ticlwro.  enlisted  in  the  Spanish-American  war 
and  was  stationed  at   Chattanooga   camp,  and 
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after  serving  his  term  of  enlistment  in  that  war 
he  re-enlisted  and  participated  during  the  strug- 
gle in  the  Philippines. 

ROBERT  PIERPOINT. 

Robert  Pierpoint,  ex-lieutenant  governor  of 
Vermont,  and  fur  many  years  an  honored  citizen 
of  Rutland.  Vermont,  traced  his  ancestry  back  to 
Robert  de  Pierpoint,  who,  in  1066,  came  to  Eng- 
land from  Normandy  with  W  illiam  the  Conquer- 
or and  was  with  him  in  the  battle  of  Hastings, 
receiving  from  him  a  title  of  nobility  for  his 
conduct  in  that  struggle.  The  next  ancestor  of 
whom  we  have  any  record  was  John  Pierpoint, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  London,  Eng- 
land, between  the  years  1630  and  1640,  he  being 
then  quite  a  young  man,  leaving  his  father,  James 
Pierpoint,  and  a  younger  brother,  Robert,  in' Lon- 
don. He  settled  in  Roxbury,  near  Boston,  Mass- 
achusetts, where  he  purchased  lands  and  reared  a 
large  family.  Upon  hearing  of  his  father's  fail- 
ure in  business  in  London  he  wrote  and  advised 
him  to  send  his  brother,  Robert,  to  this  coun- 
try, and  he  would  give  him  a  portion  of  his  larg-j 
estate ;  this  was  accordingly  done,  and  later  his 
father  came  to  this  country,  leaving  his  wife  in 
London,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Ipswich,  Mass- 
achusetts. John  Picrpoint's  grave  is  marked  by 
a  freestone  tablet  in  the  old  burying  ground  in 
Roxbury,  which  stdl  remains  in  a  fair  state  of 
preservation  to  this  day.  James  Pierpoint,  son  of 
the  above  mentioned  John  Pierpoint,  was  born 
in  1659,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1681,  took  up 
his  residence  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in 
1685  or  1686,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1714. 

David  Pierpoint,  father  of  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, was  born  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  July 
26,  1764,  and  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade.  In 
|ktsoii  he  was  remarkably  handsome,  in  manners 
gentlemanly  and  attractive,  in  mind  well  in- 
formed and  highly  cultured,  and  in  morals  was 
of  the  finest  Christian  character.  He  married 
Sarah  Phelps,  aunt  of  the  gifted  Vermont  sen- 
ator, S.  S.  Phelps,  and  a  woman  of  extraordinary 
endowments.  By  her  he  became  the  father  of  a 
family  of  nin  echildren,  consisting  of  two  (laugh- 
ters and  seven  sons,  of  whom  Robert  was  the 
second.  Mr  Pierpoint  died  in  1826,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1852. 


Robert  Pierpoint,  sccotid  son  of  David  and 
Sarah  (Phelps)  Pierpoint,  was  bom  May  4,  1791, 
at  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  and  as  a  boy  was  r,f 
feeble  and  sickly  constitution.  At  the  age  of 
seven  years  he  left  home  and  took  up  his  ataxic 
with  his  uncle,  Robert  Pierpoint,  at  Manchester, 
Vermont.  There  for  the  following  nine  years  he 
held  the  humble  position  of  a  l»y  at  a  country  inn. 
Much  of  the  time  he  was  ailing,  and  almost  crip- 
pled by  a  rheumatic  affection.  But  these  very 
disadvantages,  inimical  as  they  were  to  such 
success  as  depends  mainly  upon  sound  physical 
constitution,  were  turned  to  intellectual  improve- 
ment. He  became  a  keen  student  of  character, 
and  added  to  his  knowledge  of  human  nature 
whatever  knowledge  of  books  he  could  acquir- 
by  occasional  attendance  at  school,  and  by  the 
expenditure  of  leisure  hours  in  reading.  This 
constituted  his  early  education.  A  remarkable- 
retentive  memory  held  with  iron  grip  all  that  hv 
had  once  committed  to  its  keeping.  His  own 
tutor,  he  became  one  of  the  best  of  scholars. 

Selecting  the  profession  of  law  as  most  con- 
genial to  his  own  habits  and  temperament,  and  as 
affording  the  highest  probabilities  of  temporal 
success,  he  altered  upon  its  study  with  intense 
enthusiasm  and  persistence.  His  age  was  only 
sixteen.  His  school  was  the  office  of  Governor 
Richard  Skinner,  and  his  corps  of  professors  was 
emlxKlied  in  the  ]>erson  of  that  accomplished 
legist.  All  the  host  literature  of  the  profession 
was  at  his  command,  and  he  was  an  indefatigable 
student.  The  written  volumes  of  notes  and  com- 
ments upon  the  texts  of  authors  that  grew  under 
his  unflagging  pen.  and  his  subsequent  ready  ap- 
plication of  principles  to  the  cases  in  which  lie 
was  concerned,  sufficiently  attest  his  zealous  in- 
dustry. For  five  years  he  continued  his  studk\- 
and  researches,  and  in  June,  1812,  soon  after  the 
attainment  of  his  twenty-first  year,  he  satisfactori- 
ly passed  the  customary  examination  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  Bennington  county.  Soon 
after  his  admission  to  the  liar  Mr.  Pierpoint  re- 
moved to  Rutland  and  made  it  his  permanent 
residence.  Mis  marked  qualifications  for  official 
duty  and  his  judicious  energy  pointed  him  out  as 
a  fitting  man  to  exercise  the  functions  of  deputy 
collector  of  the  direct  tax,  and  that  unsought  posi- 
tion was  entrusted  to  his  care.  The  office  itself 
was  not  popular.    The  war  of  1812,  which  had 
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necessitated  its  establishment,  was  no  less  un- 
popular, inasmuch  as  it  had  swept  the  commerce 
of  New  England  from  the  seas  and  grievously 
injured  the  material  interests  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  direct  tax  itself  was  regarded  as  an  outrage 
upon  Americans,  and  many  declared  that  they 
would  never  pay  it.  Some  never  did  pay  it, 
Their  wives,  however,  did,  and  by  payment  saved 
their  husbands'  property  from  the  auctioneer's 
hammer.  It  will  readily  be  seen  that  under  these 
circumstances,  the  duties  of  the  deputy  collector 
demanded  unusual  energy  ami  tact,  but  he  was 
equal  to  the  situation,  collected  the  tax  and  made 
himself  personally  popular  with  the  reluctant  tax- 
payers. The  office  involved  discipline  and  ad- 
vantages of  special  value  to  the  youthful  incum- 
bent. When  he  resumed  legal  practice  clients 
flocked  to  his  office.  The  people  knew,  liked  ami 
employed  him.  His  business  constantly  in- 
creased. Gradually  attaining  high  position 
among  his  contemporaries,  he  was  eventually 
classed  with  the  best  lawyers  of  Vermont,  at  a 
lime  when  Phelps,  Bates,  Royce,  Footc,  Williams 
and  other  historic  characters  wer  prominent  in 
the  law  courts  of  the  state.  In  the  entire  field 
of  professional  labor  and  contact  Mr.  Pierpoint 
had  few  equals  and  no  superiors.  To  the  courtly 
style  and  easy  diction  of  more  favored  adversaries 
he  opposed  a  plain  and  downright  honesty  that, 
in  the  words  of  one  who  knew  him  well,  seemed 
to  say,  *T  am  no  orator,  as  Brutus  is ;  but  as  you 
know  :ne  all.  a  plain,  blunt  man.  *  *  *  1 
only  speak  right  on."  Invective  he  parried  with 
ridicule;  sophistry  he  dissipated  by  transparent 
statement :  and  the  opposition  of  precedent  he 
neutralized  by  confuting  the  arguments  on  which 
it  rested. 

Mr.  Pierpoint's  life  was  largely  official.  Posts 
of  honor,  trust  and  influence  sought  his  occu- 
pancy. In  the  years  1810.  1823  and  1857  he 
represented  the  citizens  of  Rutland  in  the  state 
legislature,  and  of  the  constitutional  convention 
held  in  1822,  as  well  as  of  that  held  in  1828.  he 
was  a  member.  From  1825  to  1830,  inclusive, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  state  council,  and  from 
1836  to  1839,  inclusive,  he  was  one  of  the  state 
senators.  From  June,  1820,  to  April,  1839.  he 
was  county  clerk.  In  December,  1831,  he  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  judge  of  probate,  and  dis- 
charged them  until  December,  1832.     In  1832 


and  1833  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives. Educational  interests  claimed  and 
received  his  attention.  From  1823  to  1833 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont. In  1848  and  1849  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  lieutenant  governor  of  Vermont.  His 
sterling  acquisitions  were  acknowledged  in  1820 
by  Middtebury  College,  whose  authorities  con- 
ferred uixm  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 
A  similar  honor  was  bestowed  upon  him  by  the 
University  of  Vermont  in  1838.  From  1850  to 
1859  he  was  judge  of  the  circuit  court  as  it  was 
then  constituted,  and  in  1828  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  revise  the  laws  of  the 
state. 

Official  posts  so  numerous  and  so  diverse  are 
the  indexes  to  the  ability,  integrity  and  consist- 
ency of  the  official  who,  for  so  long  a  series  of 
years,  held  them  under  the  confidence  and  favor 
of  the  people.  "For  many  years."  said  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, of  Burlington,  to  the  county  court,  "Judge 
Pierpoint  was  clerk  of  this  and  of  the  supreme 
court.  As  justice  of  the  peace,  auditor,  referee 
and  commissioner  he  tried  and  decided  more  con- 
troversies than  any  other  one  man  of  this  com- 
munity. He  had  held  various  offices  in  the  state 
government,  both  legislative  and  executive:  he 
took  a  principal  part  in  the  revison  of  the  taws 
of  the  state ;  he  had  adorned  the  bar  and  graced 
the  bench :  ami  in  all  these  numerous  and  varied 
offices  and  employments  his  intelligence,  integ- 
rity and  fidelity  were  conspicuous." 

In  all  the  tow  n  and  village  affairs  Judge  Pier- 
point bore  a  conspicuous  part,  and  was  held  to  be 
an  unselfish  and  public-spirited  participant. 
Friendly  to  the  poor  and  helpful  to  the  unfortu- 
nate, his  benefactions  were  enhanced  in  grace 
and  value  by  the  modesty  and  quietness  which  ac- 
companied them.  He  loved  to  do  good  in  secret, 
to  be  an  unknown  benefactor.  His  death  was 
like  his  life — peaceful  and  confident.  His  mem- 
ory is  blessed,  and  his  name  is  spoken  with  in- 
stinctive reverence  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 
His  simple,  austere  honesty  commanded  implicit 
confidence,  and  his  rapidity  of  reasoning  so  near- 
ly akin  to  intuition ;  his  subtle,  incisive  and  ca- 
pacious mind,  his  learning,  wisdom  and  energy — 
all  combined  to  raise  him  to  professional  and  so- 
cial eminence  Neither  birth  nor  wealth  nor  ad- 
ventitious aids  made  him  the  master  he  was.  He 
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was  the  grand  creation  of  purely  intellectual  and 
moral  forces,  operative  under  kindly  social  condi- 
tions, and  as  such  is  an  example  to  every  am- 
bitious youth,  and  an  encouragement  to  persistent 
exertion  in  the  period  of  struggle  which  brings 
into  vivid  relief  all  the  grit,  gallantry  and  grip 
native  to  indivduals. 

Robert  Pierpoiiit  was  married  to  Abigail, 
youngest  daughter  of  Joshua  Raymond,  of  Dor- 
set, in  December,  1814.  In  the  following  sum- 
mer they  commenced  housekeeping  in  the  dwell- 
ing whicli  continued  to  be  their  domicile  through 
life.  Six  children  filled  it  with  sunshine  an. I 
gladness. 

Evelyn  Pierpoint,  son  of  Robert  and  Abigail 
•  (Raymond)  Pierpoint,  was  born  Tune  10,  l8r6,  in 
Rutland,  and  received  his  early  education  in  tho 
public  schools  of  his  nathe  town,  followed  by  a 
short  course  of  study  in  Bennington  Academv. 
When  twelve  years  of  age  he  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  ir.  the  Rutland  postoflice,  and  was  for  somv 
years  a  clerk  in  a  general  merchandise  store  owned 
by  the  late  James  Barrett  in  Rutland,  in  1837 
he  took  charge  of  the  store  of  the  Brandon  Iron 
Company,  and  later  formed  a  partnership  with 
William  Y.  Ripley,  of  Center  Rutland.  He  was 
for  a  number  of  years  engaged  with  a  dry-goods 
and  importing  house  in  New  York  city,  and  wat 
in  business  four  years  in  Lansingburg,  New  York. 
He  then  returned  to  Rutland  and  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  father-in-law,  the  late  James 
Barrett,  which  continued  for  four  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  erected  in  Mendon  the  fir^t 
steam  sawmill  in  Vermont,  and  about  the  same 
time  became  interested  in  the  lumber  and  bridge- 
building  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  dur- 
ing the  building  and  operation  of  the  Rutland  & 
Burlington  Railroad.  The  Pierpoint  family  had 
considerable  real  estate  in  Rutland.  Mr.  Pier- 
point was  largely  occupied  in  managing  it. 

He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1854 
and  1855  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  censors. 
He  was  one  of  five  delegates  to  the  national  con- 
vention held  in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1855.  He 
was  justice  of  the  peace  and  for  a  number  of 
years  town  treasurer;  was  inspector  of  finance 
under  Governors  Washburn,  Hentlee  and  Stew- 
art: WPS  one  of  the  directors  and  cashier  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Rutland ;  was  also  one  of  the 
incorporators  and  directors  of  the  .Merchants* 


Bank  in  that  city.  Mr.  Pierpoint  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Otter  Creek  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  only  surviving 
charter  member  of  that  body.  He  also  belonged 
to  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Rutland,  and  was  a  Con- 
gregationalist  in  his  religious  preference. 

Mr.  Pierpont  married,  June  4,  1841,  Sarah 
J.,  daughter  of  James  and  Miriam  (Buttrick) 
Barrett,  of  Rutland.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  whom  only  one,  a  daughter  named  An- 
nie Evelyn,  is  now  living.  Mrs.  Pierpoint  died 
May  7,  1893.  Mr.  Pierpoint  survived  his  wife 
some  years,  passing  away  July  12,  1896,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  leaving  behind  him  the  memory 
of  an  honest  and  enterprising  business  man,  a 
loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  a  benevo- 
lent and  kind-hearted  man. 

JOHN  ROBINS. 

John  Robins,  a  leading  granit  manufacturer 
of  Barre,  Vermont,  inherited  through  two  genera- 
tions a  predisposition  for  the  business  which  has 
engaged  his  attention  through  a  long  and  active 
life.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Nicholas  Robins, 
a  native  of  Roach,  in  Cornwall,  England,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  granite  busines  and  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. 

George  Robins,  son  of  Nicholas  Robins,  was 
born  in  Mortonhamstead,  Devonshire,  England, 
in  February,  1819.  His  education  was  received 
at  the  schools  of  Cornwall,  where  his  parents  re- 
sided. He  was  brought  up  in  the  granite  busi- 
ness, and  followed  tt  during  all  his  active  life, 
until  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  during 
a  part  of  the  time  he  was  superintendent  of  quar- 
ries. He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
in  which  he  was  an  itinerant  preacher.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Redding,  who  was  born  in  the 
year  1812,  and  died  in  1898.  Their  children 
were:  George,  born  in  1844,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years ;  John,  born  April  24,  1845  :  Nich- 
olas, born  in  1847,  who  resides  in  England; 
Philip,  born  in  1849,  wno 's  m  South  Africa ;  and 
Edwin,  in  1851,  resides  in  England. 

John  Robins,  eldest  living  child  of  George  and 
Mary  Ann  (Redding)  Robbins,  was  born  at 
Fowey.  near  Plymouth,  Cornwall,  England.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  parish  schools. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  granite-cutting,  which 
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he  followed  until  he  left  England  for  the  United 
States.  He  landed  in  New  York  city  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  1870,  and  he  followed  his  trade  in 
the  metropolis  for  three  months,  and  then  located 
at  Westerly.  Rhode  Island,  where  he  worked  for 
one  year.  He  was  afterwards  engaged  at  Mon- 
son,  Massachusetts,  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
at  Cape  Ann,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  two  vears.  He  visited  England  in 
1873,  and  with  his  wife  and  two  children  re- 
turned to  the  United  Stales  and  located  at  St. 
George,  Maine,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Clark  Island  Granite  Company,  with  which 
he  remained  for  fourteen  years.  In  July,  1888, 
he  removed  to  Barre,  Vermont,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  granite  business  for  himself  for  three 
years.  He  then  accepted  the  positon  of  foreman 
for  C.  E.  Tayntor  &  Company,  which  position 
he  held  for  seven  years,  leaving  it  to  become  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Robins  Brothers,  consisting 
of  himself  and  his  sons.  Their  present  extensive 
plant  was  built  in  1901,  and  its  product  comprises 
all  descriptions  of  high-grade  monumental  work, 
mausoleum  and  all  other  cemetery  work.  The 
firm  holds  an  interest  in  the  quarries  worked  and 
owned  by  the  Manufacturer's  Quarrying  Com- 
pany of  Barre,  from  which  their  material  is 
drawn.  Their  product  is  of  the  highest  repute, 
famed  for  excellence  of  quality  and  superiority 
of  workmanship,  and  reaches  all  the  markets 
known  to  the  commerce  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Robins  is  a  man  of  marked  public  spirit, 
and  his  influence  is  exerted  in  behalf  of  all  com- 
munity interests,  in  the  advancement  of  material 
and  moral  ends.  He  is  at  present  the  alderman 
from  the  first  ward  of  the  city  of  Barre.  His 
political  affiliations  arc  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church,  of  Aurora  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Rockland,  Maine,  and  of  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection. 

He  was  married  January  27,  1865,  to  Miss 
Emily  Shute,  daughter  of  William  and  Mariah 
(Buckler)  Shute:  she  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
Bradworthy,  county  of  Devonshire,  England. 
February  25,  1847.  Her  father  came  to  America 
with  his  family  in  1871  :  he  was  a  farmer  and 
located  at  Meriden,  Connecticut,  where  he  died 
in  1897.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robins.    George  was  born  in  the  parish  of 


North  Hill,  county  of  Cornwall,  England, 
June  29,  1866.  He  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1874,  and  learned  the  granite  business 
at  St.  George,  Maine,  under  his  father,  with 
whom  he  is  now  associated  in  business,  as  is  his 
brother.  He  is  a  member  of  the  lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Barre,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

Charles  was  born  in  the  parish  of  North  Hill, 
county  of  Cornwall,  England,  January  9,  1870, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents. 
He  learned  his  trade  with  his  father,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  business  with  him.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  was  married  in  August,  1896,  to 
Miss  Addie  M.  Wall. 

Beatrice  Emily,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Robins, 
was  born  in  St.  George,  Maine,  November  9,  1874. 
She  was  married  June  8,  i8«;7,  to  Wilmer  Shar- 
ron  Davis,  son  of  Cyrus  and  Maria  (Converse) 
Davis,  and  he  was  born  at  Johnson,  Vermont, 
August  9,  1868.  To  these  parents  has  been  born 
one  child,  Frances  Beatrice,  December  29,  1899. 

Willie  Shute,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Robins,  was 
bom  at  St.  George.  Maine,  June  12,  1876,  and 
resides  in  Barre.  He  was  a  member  of  Company 
E,  First  Vermont  Regiment,  in  the  Spanish  war, 
and  was  quartermaster  sergeant.  He  had  pre- 
viously served  in  the  Vermont  National  Guards. 

HERBERT  DANIEL  RYDER. 

Herbert  D.  Ryder  is  a  descendant  of  early 
and  virile  New  England  stock.  On  the  maternal 
side  he  is  related  to  Thomas  Brigham,  one  of  ihe 
Puritans  who  fled  to  this  country  to  escape  the 
tyranny  of  their  persecutors,  and  settled  in  Marl- 
boro, Massachusetts,  in  1635,  and  his  grat-grand- 
father,  John  Brigham,  born  in  1758,  was  a  partici- 
pant in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  There  is  also 
a  strain  of  the  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  blood  in  his 
mother's  ancestry,  and  in  that  of  his  father.  The 
mother  can  trace  her  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  to  a 
family  named  Duncan,  who  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Londonderry  in  1088. 

Herbert  D.  Ryder  was  born  in  Acworth.  New 
Hampshire,  November  12,  1850,  a  son  of  Daniel 
A.  and  Elizabeth  (Brigham)  Ryder.  lie  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  school  of  his 
native  town  and  later  pursued  a  preparatory 
course  of  two  years  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  New 
Hampshire;  he  then  entered  Dartmouth  College, 
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fr:m  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1*7^.  Shonly  after  his  graduation  he  assumed 
r-:~:tion  of  principal  of  the  high  school  in 
Sr~rj~e!-j.  Vermont,  and  continued  to  serve  in 
rapacity  until  1879,  but,  having  in  the  mean- 
time c":.:->«i  the  vocation  of  the  law  for  his  life 
■w'-v.  a:  the  conclusion  of  his  engagement  as 
--j!  he  entere<l  the  office  of  Judge  David 
C>:**  then  he  was  with  Judge  Henry  E.  Burn- 
ht— .  r#ow  United  States  senator),  of  Manches- 
ter. N>w  Hampshire,  and  finally  completed  his 
Kt-  '.jt-  with  J.  \V.  Pierce,  in  Springfield,  Vcr- 
r-j.-  •  Me  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  bar 
^  :S*o,  and  parcticcd  law  one  year  in  Spring- 
f>t*. ■:.  In  1881  he  was  offered  the  position  of 
principal  of  the  high  school  in  Bellows  Falls, 
which  he  accepted,  and  for  six  years  he  credit- 
ably  and  honorably  fulfilled  the  duties  of  the  office. 
He  was  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
of  Derby  &  Ball  in  Bellows  Falls  from  1887  until 
July,  1890,  when  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  that  town,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. His  sound  judgment,  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  law,  energy  and  determination  form 
imj>ortant  elements  in  his  business  career,  and  he 
now  enjoys  a  large  and  select  patronage  which 
return?  to  him  a  good  income. 

Mr.  Ryder  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  other 
public  matters  of  importance.  He  has  been 
school  examiner  of  Windham  county  since  1891. 
superintendent  of  schools  from  1890  to  1897,  and 
fcirwc  1  Kyi  has  been  chairman  of  the  school  Ixiard 
of  Kockinyham.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board 
of  bailiffs  of  Bellows  Falls  in  1891,  1893  and 
lH>/>  ;  in  December,  1897,  he  was  appointed  dep- 
uty collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  district 
covering  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  He  is 
a  Mason,  being  affiliated  vv:,h  the  lodge,  chapter 
and  council,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  bellows.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  an  anient  believer  in  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party. 

(  >n  November  30,  1881,  Mr.  Ryder  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  E.  Ball,  daughter 
of  Hon.  franklin  P.  and  F.lizabeth  (Meachcml 
Ball,  and  the  children  born  of  that  union  are: 
Jessie  E..  Margaret  S..  Helen  W..  Charlotte  D., 
Katherine  F.  and  Daniel  Franklin  Ryder. 


WILLIAM  GEORGE  NYE. 

William  George  Nye,  postmaster  of  North 
Montpelicr,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  Dennis 
Nye,  who  was  a  resident  of  Rochester,  Mass- 
achusetts, and  removed  to  East  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont, in  1794.  He  located  in  the  northeast  |>or- 
tion  of  the  town,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land,  for  which 
he  paid  the  small  price  of  two  dollars  on  aero. 
At  the  time  that  Mr.  Nye  acquired  this  land  it 
was  a  complete  w  ilderness ;  he  cleared  away  the 
woods  and  underbrush  and  cultivated  it.  and 
after  many  years  of  arduous  work  he  succeeded 
in  making  the  land  productive.  Mr.  Nye  was 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town,  ever 
among  the  foremost  in  aiding  all  movements  for 
the  advancement  of  public  interests.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Betsey  Gray,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Gray,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
town.  He  died  about  1850,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  his  wife  survived  him  about  thirteen 
years.  The  following  named  children  were  l»>m 
to  them:  William,  who  located  in  Columbus, 
Indiana,  where  he  died  after  being  engaged  for 
many  -.ears  in  teaching:  John,  who  married  Bet- 
sey Rich,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Rich, 
and  resided  on  the  old  homestead  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1880;  Ezekiel  D.,  l>orn  July 
3.  1812,  who  married  Sarah  M.  H.  Guy.  of  Peach- 
am.  Vermont,  and  who  represented  his  town  in 
the  legislature  in  1861  and  1862:  and  Geore...- 
Clifford,  born  June  26,  1815. 

George  Gilford  Nye,  youngest  son  of  Dennis 
and  Betsey  Nye.  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  at  the  old  Montpelier  Academy. 
When  he  attained  to  manhood  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Ezekiel  D.  Nye.  under 
the  firm  name  of  E.  D.  &  G.  G.  Nye,  manufac- 
turers of  reed  organs.  Their  instruments  were 
of  the  finest  construction  atid  tone,  and  were  al- 
ways in  great  demand,  and  they  conducted  busi- 
ness successfully  for  about  forty  years. 

Mr.  Nye  took  an  active  interest  in  the  politics 
of  the  town.  He  served  as  clectman,  and  al-o 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  manv 
wars.  On  September  13,  1843.  he  married  Mi»* 
Elsie  C.  King,  who  was  born  April  (>.  iSiS. 
daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  C.  and  Fanny  ( Davis  ^ 
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King,  of  East  Montpelier.  Their  children  are: 
W  illiam  George,  born  December  16,  1844:  W  ash- 
ington Irving,  born  November  26,  1847.  clieil 
March  8,  1841;:  Ferrancl  King,  born  September 
21,  1850,  died  February  27,  1855;  Herbert  Lee, 
horn  April  14,  1853,  drowned  June  23.  i860; 
and  Edith  Frances,  born  February  4,  1858,  wife 
of  John  M.  Willard,  of  East  Montpelier.  Ver- 
mont. The  father  of  these  children  died  Sep- 
tcml>er  I.  1900,  and  his  wife  died  February  20, 
189S. 

W  illiam  George  Nye,  the  eldest  son  of  George 
Clifford  and  Elsie  C.  Nye,  was  born  at  North 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  December  16,  1844.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  town  school, 
also  the  Union  school  of  Montpelier,  and  later 
hy  a  course  of  study  in  the  Green  Mountain  In- 
stitute, at  South  Woodstock,  Vermont,  and  in 
I  Jarre  Academy,  Barre,  Vermont.  He  entered 
upon  bis  business  career  in  1869  by  establishing 
a  general  store  in  North  Montpelier,  which 
proved  so  successful  an  enterprise  that  he  has  re- 
tained it  up  to  the  present  time.  The  North 
.Montpelier  Co-operative  Creamery  Company  wa-s 
organized  in  1896,  and  Mr.  Nye  has  acted  as  it* 
treasurer  from  that  time. 

The  public  career  of  Mr.  Nye  began  by  his 
appointment  to  the  office  of  postmaster  of  North 
Montp'  lier  by  President  Grant,  and  so  faithfully 
did  he  perform  his  duties  that  he  has  been  con- 
tinued in  the  position  to  the  present  time,  with 
the  exception  of  the  four  years  of  President 
Cleveland's  second  administration.  He  has  also 
-erwd  for  many  years  as  town  auditor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  In  1894  and  1895  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  town  in  the  state  legis- 
lature. He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
-onic  fraternity,  affiliated  with  Wyoming  Lodge 
No.  80,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Plainfield,  Vermont,  and 
hi?  record  is  as  follows :  King  Solomon  Chapter 
No.  7,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Montpelier.  Mt.  Zion  Com- 
mandTy  No.  9.  K.  T.,  of  Montpelier,  and  Ver- 
mont Consistory,  thirty-second  degree.  Scottish 
Rite,  alsc  a  member  of  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  N  M.  S..  of  Montpelier.  He  belongs  to  the 
Vermont  Fish  and  Game  League,  and  also  acts 
in  the  capacity  of  treasurer  of  the  Poplar  Hill 
Cemetery  Association  of  North  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont. 

On  January  22.  1873.  Mr.  Nye  was  united  in 


marriage  to  Miss  Meriden  Alice  Moorcroft, 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  Eliza  Moorcroft. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Lancastershire,  England, 
September  8,  1822,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
father  when  he  was  four  years  of  age.  His 
father  settled  in  Andover,  Massachusetts,  whence 
he  removed  to  Peacham,  Vermont,  and  thence  to 
Gouldsville,  Vermont,  where  William  went  int^ 
business  with  John  Gould  in  the  manufacture  of 
white  rlanne1.  He  subsequently  owned  and  ran 
the  Wright  Mills,  near  Montpelier,  for  eight 
years.  He  died  November  18,  1898,  at  Barre, 
Vermont,  where  he  ran  the  woolen  mills  for  about 
twenty  years,  us  sole  owner.  He  married  Ann 
Eliza  Fisk,  who  was  born  at  Gouldsville,  Ver- 
mont. September  2,  1826,  and  their  children  were: 
Meriden  Alice,  born  at  Gouldsville,  Vermont, 
February  2,  1848;  Charles  Conliff,  born  June  24. 
1852;  Lillian  Frances,  born  August  27,  1856: 
John  W.,  lx>rn  August  7,  1861 ;  Lena  J.,  born 
August  10,  1863;  and  Blanche,  born  Mav  25. 
i860. 

The  children  of  William  George  and  Meriden 
Alice  (Moorcroft)  Nye  are  Bertha  Florence,  born 
November  17,  1873,  wife  of  Arthur  Stevens,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Rudolph  Arthur,  born  March 
17.  1899:  Charles  Irving,  born  November  26, 
1874.  wi*j  resides  at  home  and  assists  his  father 
in  the  management  of  his  store. 

FRANK  H.  GODFREY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Godfrey,  of  Chelsea,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  the  state,  and  one  which  has 
been  represented,  in  various  generations,  by  those 
who  have  borne  a  full  share  in  the  upbuilding  of 
that  region.  The  family  was  planted  in  America 
by  three  brothers,  all  Puritans,  who  came  from 
Lancashire  (the  county  of  Lancaster),  in  Eng- 
land, in  162 1.  and  landed  at  Plymouth.  Mas- 
sachusetts. One  of  these  brothers.  Thomas, 
was  the  remote  ancestor  of  Dr.  Godfrey,  and 
his  three  sons  were  James,  Salmon  and  Dan- 
iel. The  children  of  James  were:  James,  Solo- 
mon, Salmon.  Samuel,  Joel.  Asa,  Polly  and 
Lucv ;  of  Salmon :  Salmon  James  and  Solo- 
mon. The  number  of  children  of  Daniel,  third 
son  of  Thomas  (1),  is  not  known.  The  next 
in  the  direct  line  of  descent  of  whom  there 
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is  authentic  record  was  James  Godfrey,  born  in 
1773.  He  married  in  1793.  and  his  children,  John 
and  Sally,  were  born  in  Westboro,  Massachusetts, 
in  1795  and  1797,  respectively. 

Henry  Godfrey,  paternal  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Frank  H.  Godfrey,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts, 
whence  he  removed  to  New  Hampshire,  and 
thence  to  Washington,  Vermont.  He  married 
Ruth  Pennock,  and  of  this  marriage  were  born 
eight  children:  Anna,  in  1795;  Alby,  in  1796; 
Polly,  in  1798:  Eunice,  in  1800;  Henry,  in  1803; 
Martha,  in  1805;  Arron,  in  1807;  and  Thomas, 
in  1809. 

Thomas  Godfrey,  the  youngest  child  of  Henry 
and  Ruth  (Pennock)  Godfrey,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1809.  in  Washington,  Vermont.  He  re- 
moved to  Chelsea,  Vermont,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  took  a  warm  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  held  various  town 
offices.  He  was  a  Methodist  in  religion,  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
He  married  Sarah  F.  Emerson,  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children,  Orlana,  Olivia,  Charles 
E.,  Nellie,  Alphonse,  Albert  and  Frank  H.  God- 
frey. The  parents  died,  respectively,  in  1895, 
and  March  28,  1902,  at  the  ages  of  eighty-six 
and  eighty-seven  years. 

Frank  II.  Godfrey,  youngest  child  of  the  fam- 
ily last  named,  was  born  in  Chelsea,  January 
31,  i860.  He  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  village,  and  then  matriculated 
in  the  Electic  Medical  College,  New  York  city, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1881,  the  year 
of  his  attaining  his  majority.  He  was  engaged 
in  practice  in  Montpelier  for  four  years,  until 
1884,  when  family  ties  drew  him  to  Chelsea,  the 
place  of  his  birth  and  the  life-long  home  of  his 
parents.  There,  although  the  youngest  physician 
in  point  of  years,  his  equipment  and  genuine  tal- 
ent have  enabled  him  to  take  a  position  of  ac- 
knowledged leadership.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  his  school  in  the  state, 
and  he  is  a  highly  regarded  member  of  tlie  State 
Electic  Association  and  of  the  New  England 
Electic  Medical  Association.  He  is  affiliated  with 
George  Washington  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Dr.  Godfrey  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss 
Sarion  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Russell  A.  Wil- 
son.   Her  father  was  a  former  resident  of  Bur- 


lington, Vermont ;  he  was  a  woolen  goods  manu- 
facturer, and  now  resides  in  pleasant  retirement 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

MILTON  PERRY  BARRY. 

The  gentleman's  name  we  here  present  is  one 
of  the  successful  men  of  the  community  of  Sax- 
ton's  River,  Windham  county,  where  he  owns  and 
operates  a  large  wool  pulling  plant  He  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  early  New  England  fam- 
ilies, which  has  been  honorable  in  its  connection 
with  society  for  many  years  in  tlie  Green  Moun- 
tain state.  The  first  member  of  the  family  of 
whom  we  have  knowledge  is  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Jonathan  Barry,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Rockingham,  and 
there  passed  his  existence.  His  son  Joel  Barry 
lived  out  his  life  on  a  farm  in  Rockingham.  His 
wife's  name  was  Hannah  Ober,  and  they  had 
three  children :  Kendall  P.  Barry ;  Mary  M.,  who 
married  Asahcl  Wilder;  and  Lucius  M.  These 
are  all  deceased.  Kendall  P.  Barry  married  Clar- 
issa Perry,  and  there  was  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Lucius  P.,  deceased  February  11,  1901,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years;  Cleopatra  S.,  deceased 
in  1864;  Milton  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Henry  F.,  deceased  in  1849  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  Kendall  P.  Barry  'was  a  farmer  in  Sax- 
ton's  River  and  Rockingham,  and  owned  con- 
siderable property,  and  was  a  man  of  extensive 
influence  in  his  day,  holding  many  of  the  local 
offices  of  trust  in  his  community.  On  the  ma- 
ternal side  of  the  family,  great-grandfather  John 
Perry  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  later  coming  to 
Rockingham,  where  he  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers. Jonathan  Barry  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town  of  Rock- 
ingham, which  he  divided  among  his  sons,  Sam- 
uel. John,  Joel  and  Asa.  A  son  of  the  last  named, 
Stewart  Barry,  went  west  and  became  a  Republi- 
can leader  in  Michigan,  of  which  state  he  event- 
ually became  governor.  Jonathan  Barry  is  re- 
membered to  have  been  one  of  the  first  deacons 
in  the  old  Congregational  church,  and  took  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  town  and  church  affairs  in  his 
community. 

Mr.  Milton  P.  Barry  was  born  in  Saxton's 
River,  February  3,  1836.   He  was  reared  among 
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the  refining  influences  of  a  good  home,  where  he 
was  taught  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  his 
moral  development  being  looked  to  very  closely, 
as  was  the  custom  in  that  day.  His  education  was 
received  in  the  district  schools,  and  was  later 
supplemented  by  advanced  work  in  Saxton's 
River  Academy.  After  leaving  school  he  re- 
mained at  home  aiding  in  the  tilling  of  the  farm 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  the  extreme  west,  where  he  pre-empted  land 
in  Minnesota.  During  his  western  experience 
there  he  also  taught  school  for  a  time  in  Illinois. 
He  finally  returned  to  his  home  in  Saxton's  River, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  a  local  firm  as 
clerk.  They  conducted  a  tin  and  stove  business. 
Later  he  and  his  brother  Lucius  P.  bought  out 
this  business,  and  conducted  it  for  a  number  of 
years  most  successfully.  It  was  a  paying  finan- 
cial venture,  the  method  used  being  to  employ 
a  squad  of  some  tweny-five  or  thirty  peddlers  and 
send  them  out  through  the  different  communities. 
In  1 86 1  Mr.  Barry  sold  out  his  business,  and  hav- 
ing received  an  appointment  as  paymaster's  clerk, 
under  Major  J.  W.  Carpenter,  went  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  where  he  spent  the  next  eighteen 
months.  He  later  was  connected  with  the  pension 
office  in  Washington  as  a  clerk.  He  was  also  in 
the  office  of  the  Sanitary  Christian  Commission 
in  Washington,  where  he  was  engaged  in  work- 
ing out  claims  for  pensions  for  the  soldiers.  In 
the  spring  of  1867,  he  returned  to  Saxton's  River, 
where  he  has  continuously  resided  since.  In 
1877,  in  partnership  association  with  F.  B.  Sco- 
field,  he  established  the  wool-pulling  plant  under 
the  firm  name  of  Barry  &  Scofield.  They  pur- 
chased the  plant  of  the  estate  of  C.  L.  Hubbard. 
They  continued  to  do  business  under  that  name 
until  1898,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Scofield  oc- 
curred, since  which  time  Mr.  Barry  has  conducted 
the  business  alone.  The  plant  is  a  four-story 
building,  about  eighty  feet  long,  and  was  buiit 
by  Mr.  L.  C.  Hubbard  and  son  in  the  year  1870. 
Mr.  Barry  also  owned  the  old  grist  mill  privi- 
lege, one  of  the  best  on  Saxton's  river,  with  a 
fall  of  twenty  feet,  and  a  sawmill  and  woodwork- 
ing shop  adjoining.  Mr.  Barry  has  always  been 
a  very  staunch  supporter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  was  in  Washington  at  the  time  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  was  shot,  and  when  General  Early 
threatened  the  city.    He  is  a  popular  and  re- 


spected resident  of  the  community,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  a  gentleman  whose  integrity  is  of  the 
highest  character.  Mr.  Barry  married,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  Sara  A.  Johnson,  a  popular  and  suc- 
cessful school  teacher  at  Salva,  Illinois,  who  has 
borne  him  one  son,  Henry  M.  This  boy  was 
born  in  1870,  was  given  a  fine  education,  being 
a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  class  of  '94. 
He  is  at  the  present  time  on  the  editorial  staff 
of  the  Providence  Morning  Journal.  He  was 
joined  in  marriage  in  1899  to  Sally  L.  Edwards, 
of  Scotland  Neck,  North  Carolina.  Henry  M. 
Barry  is  a  young  man  of  an  excellent  reputation 
as  a  thoroughly  competent  newspaper  man.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Milton  Barry  are  worthy  residents  of 
the  community  of  Saxton's  River,  where  they 
merit  and  receive  the  kind  offices  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  friends. 

WARREN  CATLIN  NYE. 

Warren  Catlin  Nye,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
well  respected  citizens  of  East  Barre,  Vermont, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Orange,  Orange  county, 
Vermont,  June  2,  1838.  The  American  ancestor 
of  this  branch  of  the  Nye  family  was  one  of  two 
brothers  who  settled  in  the  early  colonial  days 
in  Tolland  county,  Connecticut.  Daniel  Nye,  one 
of  his  descendants,  was  born  in  Tolland,  Con- 
necticut, January  8,  1758.  After  obtaining  the 
limited  education  afforded  by  the  district  schools 
of  that  day,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  He  removed  to  the  town  of 
Barre,  Vermont,  in  1820,  and  located  on  a  tract 
of  land  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  village  of 
East  Barre.  On  January  8,  1820,  in  order  to 
celbrate  his  sixty-second  birthday,  he  cut  three 
trees  and  later  erected  his  house  there,  just  north 
of  where  his  grandson  now  resides.  One  night 
two  years  later  he  was  attacked  by  a  pack  of 
wolves,  and  the  only  weapon  he  had  to  defend 
himself  with  was  a  fire  brand  or  torch,  with  which 
he  drove  them  away.  Mr.  Nye  was  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  town,  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  that  pertained  to  its 
welfare  and  development.  He  participated  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  deprived  of  the  use 
of  his  right  eye  through  an  accident  while  hand- 
ling his  gun.  He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.   On  No- 
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vember  18,  1785,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lydia  Howe,  who  was  born  in  Sudbury, 
Massachusetts,  July  28,  1756.  Their  children 
were:  Chester,  born  October  31,  1786;  John 
Flavel,  born  December  23,  1790;  Daniel,  Jr.,  born 
October  21,  1792 ;  Elisha,  born  February  6,  1795 ; 
John,  born  August  12,  1798 ;  and  Samuel  H.,  born 
December  1,  1799,  and  it  is  supposed  he  was  mur- 
dered in  the  Champlain  woods  in  1845.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  at  Norwich,  Ver- 
mont, February  16,  1844,  aged  eighty-six  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  same  place  De- 
cember 2,  1844.  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

John  Flavel  Nye,  son  of  Daniel  and  Lydia 
Nye,  was  born  in  Norwich,  Vermont,  December 
23»  I79°-  His  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  district  school  of  his  native  town,  and  later 
he  attended  school  at  Hanover,  New  Hampshire. 
After  completing  his  studies  he  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaking,  which  he  followed  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  subsequently  he  pursued  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  In  October,  1822,  he  removed  to 
the  town  of  Barre,  Vermont,  in  the  part  that  is 
now  called  Fast  Barre,  and  resumed  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  at  which  he  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful, owing  to  his  industry,  thrift  and  careful 
management.  In  politics  Mr.  Nye  was  a  Jackson 
Democrat,  and  always  took  an  active  interest  in 
all  local  affairs  that  tended  to  develop  the  town. 
Mr.  Xye  was  married  at  Hartland,  Vermont, 
February  22,  1816,  to  Miss  Aurelia  Catlin.  who 
was  born  at  Arlington,  Vermont.  February  12, 
1796,  a  daughter  of  Russell  and  Luciua  (Jack- 
son) Catlin. 

The  American  ancestor  of  the  Catlin  family 
was  Thomas  Catlin,  who  came  from  England  in 
1622.  when  quite  a  young  man,  and  settled  at 
Hartford.  Connecticut.  He  married  and  one 
son  was  born  to  him,  who  married.  July  27, 
1665,  Miss  Mary  Marshall,  and  five  children  were 
born  to  them,  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Sam- 
uel Catlin,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Catlin,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  removed  to  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut :  George  Catlin,  son  of  Samuel  Catlin. 
served  as  a  private  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Russell  Catlin,  son  of  George  Catlin,  was  a  min- 
ister in  the  Episcopal  church.  He  married  Miss 
Lucina  Jackson,  niece  of  President  Andrew  Jack- 
son, and  they  had  several  children,  one  of  whom 
was  Aurelia,  who  married  John  Flavel  Nye.  The 


latter  became  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children :  Lydia,  born  in  Norwich,  Vermont,  No- 
vember 12,  1816;  George  Russell,  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Vermont,  March  13,  1819;  Laura  Ann, 
born  at  Norwich,  Vermont,  November  17,  i8jo; 
Almary,  born  at  Barre,  Vermont,  April  2,  1823; 
Samuel  Howe,  born  at  Barre,  Vermont,  August 
6,  1826;  Martha  Ette,  born  at  Barre,  Vermont, 
November  5,  1829;  Warren  Catlin,  born  at  Or- 
ange, Vermont,  June  2,  1838;  and  Wallace 
Wheaton,  bom  at  Orange,  Vermont,  November 
6,  1839.  Mr.  Nye  died  June  14,  1867,  at  North- 
field,  Vermont,  whither  he  had  removed  in  Octo- 
ber, 1848,  and  his  wife  died  later  at  Northfield, 
Vermont. 

Warren  Catlin  Nye,  son  of  John  Flavel  and 
Aurelia  Nye,  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Barre  and  the  high  school  at 
Northfield,  Vermont.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  accepted  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  dis- 
trict school  during  the  winter  months,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  year  he  worked  at  various  occu- 
pations. With  the  exception  of  two  winters  he 
taught  school  until  he  attained  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years.  In  June,  1862,  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Northfield,  which  he  cultivated  and  improved :  he 
remained  here  until  December,  1864,  when  he  lo- 
cated in  Barre,  Vermont,  and  purchased  the  John 
Payne  farm,  and  resided  there  until  Jun,  1876, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  property  and  removed  to 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  which  he  had 
previously  purchased,  it  being  a  part  of  the  es- 
tate of  Lewis  Waterman.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
production  of  a  genral  line  of  garden  produce, 
and  also  gives  much  time  and  attention  to  dairy 
products ;  he  raises  some  very  fine  Ayershire 
stock,  for  which  there  is  always  a  large  demand, 
and  from  the  sale  of  which  he  derives  a  goodly 
profit.  He  has  named  his  property  "The  Ayer- 
shire Stock  Farm." 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Nye  is  a  firm 
ami  staunch  Republican,  and  has  been  honored 
by  his  fellow  townsmen  by  being  elected  to  fill 
the  offices  of  selectman,  lister,  grand  juror,  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  a  position  he  held  for  twenty-two 
years ;  and  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
over  twenty-five  years.  He  has  also  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  administrator  of  over  sixty  estates. 
Mr.  Nye  is  prominently  identified  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  member 
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of  Gill  Lodge,  No.  57,  at  East  Bam-,  Grand 
Lodge  of  die  state  of  Vermont,  Canton  Vincent 
and  Encampment,  and  both  his  wife  and  lie  are 
members  of  the  Rcbekah  lodge.  Mr.  Nye  is  one 
of  tbe  leading  men  of  the  town  of  Barre,  and 
bv  bis  honest  dealings  in  all  matters  commands 
the  respect  of  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him. 

On  October  28,  1862,  Mr.  Nye  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Nancy  B.  (Abbott)  Wheaton,  who 
was  born  October  9,  1833,  a  daughter  of  John 
D.  and  Dorcas  Abbott,  and  widow  of  Ashley 
Wheaton.  By  her  former  marriage  she  was  the 
mother  of  Ella  A.,  born  November  24,  1857,  died 
February  20,  1863;  Joseph,  born  May  25,  1856, 
died  June  13,  1880:  Alice,  born  June  6,  i860, 
wife  of  Ezra  Perkins,  a  manufacturer  of  doors, 
sash  and  blinds  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Forrest  Perkins,  who  was  born 
May  17,  1880;  and  Almon,  a  twin  of  Alice,  who 
died  in  1861.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nye,  namely:  Arthur  Warren,  born 
at  Northfield,  Vermont.  September  20,  1864,  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  Hill  in  1886,  and  they  reside  at 
Melrose  Highland,  Massachusetts,  and  have  one 
daughter,  Grace  Nye;  Mary  Wheaton,  born  in  the 
town  of  Barre,  Vermont,  May  23,  1869,  wife 
of  Erdix  T.  Swift,  whom  she  married  in  1885, 
and  they  reside  in  East  Barre  and  have  two  chil- 
dren, Roy  Warren,  born  in  October,  1887,  and 
Willie  Royal  Swift,  born  in  December,  1889; 
George  S.,  born  November  26,  1876,  married,  in 
September,  1898,  Miss  Catherine  Smith,  and  they 
are  residents  of  East  Barre,  Vermont.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  November  13,  1885. 
Mr.  Nye  contracted  another  marriage,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1886,  with  Miss  Lydia  D.  Smith,  who  was 
born  June  11,  1849,  a  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Harriett  Davis,  of  Northfield,  Vermont.  Her 
death  occurred  November  6,  1895.  and  Mr.  Nye 
was  then  joined  in  marriage,  September  1,  1896, 
to  Miss  Julia  A.  Partridge,  who  was  born  March 
27,  i860,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  Partridge.  Mrs. 
Nye  is  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School. 

GARDNER  J.  GAFFIELD. 

The  passing  years  have  brought  prosperity  to 
Gardner  J.  Gartield  in  recognition  of  his  enter- 
prise, business  ability  and  capable  methods  of 
conducting  agricultural  pursuits,  at  which  he  has 


been  engaged  all  his  life.  The  characteristics 
of  bis  business  career  have  ever  been  such  as  to 
well  entitle  him  to  his  success,  for  at  all  times  h;* 
course  would  bear  the  closest  scrutiny  and  in- 
vestigation. 

John  Garfield,  paternal  grandfather  of  Gard- 
ner J.  Gaffield,  was  born  at  Stockbridge,  Mass- 
achusetts, whence  he  removed  with  his  wife  and 
two  small  children  and  their  household  goods  on 
his  ox  sled ;  they  came  through  a  frontier  region, 
some  of  the  way  marked  only  by  blazed  trees,  to 
a  little  opening  in  the  woods  in  Bradford,  Ver- 
mont, one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  village.  In 
due  course  of  time  he  cleared,  planted  and 
sowed  the  ground,  and  here  he  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Oldridge, 
reared  and  educated  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
all  of  whom  attained  years  of  maturity  and  are 
now  scattered  to  various  parts  of  the  world.  Mr. 
Gaffield  died  in  Boston,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years. 

Josiah  Gaffield,  father  of  Gardner  I.  Gaffield, 
was  born  in  Bradford,  Vermont,  November  13, 
1804,  spent  his  whole  life  on  the  home  farm,  and 
devoted  all  his  energies  $o  the  farming  industry. 
He  was  a  quiet,  industrious,  upright  man,  and 
at  one  time  served  as  a  member  of  the  state  mili- 
tia, lie  married  Climena  Banfill,  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  were  born  to  them :  Gard- 
ner J. ;  William  P.,  who  resides  in  Fairlce,  V er- 
mont ;  Erastus  C,  a  prominent  and  wealthy  citi- 
zen of  Boston,  where  he  is  a  wholesole  manu- 
facturer of  alcoholic  and  high  wines;  Mary  M.. 
wife  of  J.  B.  Mtinn,  a  prominent  resident  of  Brad- 
ford, Vermont.  Mr.  Gaffield  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  survived  by  his  widow,  who  passed 
away  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  Gardner  J. 
Gaffield,  at  the  great  age  of  eighty-eight  years 
and  six  months. 

Gardner  J.  Gaffield,  eldest  child  of  Josiah  and 
Climena  Gaffield,  was  born  on  the  ancestral  home- 
stead in  Bradford,  Vermont,  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  all  the  ac- 
tivities of  bis  honest  and  industrious  life  have 
been  spent  in  this  town.  His  farm  consists  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  finely  cultivated  ground, 
and  his  attention  is  principally  devoted  to  dairy- 
ing, he  keeping  thirteen  grade  Jerseys.  He  has 
been  for  five  years  a  director  in  the  Bradford 
creamery  and  lielieves  in  the  system.     It  is  his 
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opinion  that  the  net  receipts  of  the  products  of  the 
farms  ?n  town  are  greater  than  ever  before,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years  when  wool  ami  sheep 
brought  a  hrge  amount  of  money  during  war 
times.  He  also  has  implicit  faith  in  systematically 
building  up  the  fertility  of  the  farms,  and  as  a 
familiar  observer  and  lister  his  judgment  is  to  be 
relied  upon.  Mr.  Gaffield  has  been  prominent  in 
political  affairs  for  a  number  of  years,  being 
chosen  by  his  townsmen,  who  recognize  his  hon- 
esty and  judgment  and  have  implicit  confidence 
in  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  to  the  office  of  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  selectmen,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  five  successive  years,  and  he  has  also 
been  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Bradford  in 
the  assembly,  besides  other  official  positions. 
Upon  the  first  call  for  troops  from  President  Lin- 
coln, Mr.  Gaffield  responded  and  joined  the  Brad- 
ford Geards,  First  Vermont  Volunteers,  with 
which  organization  he  served  until  his  discharge. 
He  subsequently  offered  his  services,  but  was  re- 
jected on  account  of  physical  disabilities. 

In  1863  Mr.  Gaffield  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Manson,  of  Bradford.  Vermont.  Their  children 
were:  Abbie  M.,  engaged  as  a  teacher;  George 
R.  and  Mary  L.,  both  of  whom  died  near  the 
same  time  with  typhoid  fever;  and  Charles  M., 
a  resident  of  the  town  of  Bradford  and  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  foreman  in  the  creamery. 

GEORGE  BROWN  MILNE. 

Of  the  many  men  of  strong  character  who 
have  come  to  America  from  Scotland,  those  of 
one  particular  class  are  deserving  of  a  peculiar 
recognition — those  skilled  workmen  whose  life 
work  has  been  in  the  quarry  and  stone-cutting 
shop.  The  mountains  of  their  native  land  were 
underlaid  and  built  up  of  that  splendid  granite 
which  stands  as  the  truest  type  of  its  species, 
and  there  they  found  employment  as  youths. 
Seeking  a  more  remunerative  field  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  industry,  they  came  hither,  and  in 
the  Green  Mountains  of  Vermont  found  that 
which  reminded  them  of  their  native  hills.  As- 
simlating  readily  with  the  new  conditons,  they 
engaged  in  the  labors  to  which  they  had 
been  accustomed,  and  to  their  effort  is  largely 
owing  the  building  up  of  the  stone  industries  of 
their  adopted  state,  making  them  exceedingly 


profitable,  and  extending  their  reputation 
throughout  the  entire  land. 

Conspicuous  among  these  Scotch-Americans 
who  have  aided  in  accomplishing  these  results, 
is  George  Brown  Milne,  granite  manufacturer  of 
Barre.  He  was  born  December  31,  1857,  in  Cor- 
renie,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  son  of  James  and 
Anna  (Dickie)  Milne.  These  parents  were  both 
natives  of  the  same  shire,  born,  respectively,  in 
1810  and  1813,  and  they  died  in  1894  and  1901. 
Their  son,  George  Brown  Milne,  received  his 
education  in  the  parish  schools,  learning  his  read' 
ing  from  the  Bible,  and  brought  up  in  the  Scotch 
Presbyterian  church.  When  fifteen  years  of  age 
'  he  began  his  apprenticeship  as  a  stone-cutter,  and 
served  a  term  of  five  years,  mastering  every  de- 
tail of  the  trade  and  becoming  an  expert  work- 
man. In  1880  he  sailed  for  the  United  States, 
and  arrived  in  Boston  in  April.  Seeking  the 
field  of  labor  for  which  he  was  so  well  equipped, 
he  went  to  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  six  months,  then  going 
to  Fox  Island,  Maine,  where  he  was  similarly 
employed  for  two  years.  In  quest  of  a  suitable 
location  in  which  to  open  a  business  upon  his  own 
account,  he  traveled  over  various  sections  of  the 
«ountry.  For  a  time  he  was  engaged  with  the 
United  States  engineers  in  the  canal  construc- 
tion on  the  Tennessee  river  at  Mussel  Shoals,  Ala- 
bama, and  then  in  Graniteville,  Missouri.  He 
subsequently  returned  to  Fox  Island,  Maine, 
whence  he  removed  in  March,  1884,  to  Barns, 
Vermont,  where  he  located  permanently.  For  two 
years  he  performed  journey  work,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  S. 
Wyllie,  under  the  firm  name  of  Milne  &  Wyllie, 
for  the  conduct  of  a  granite  business.  This  asso- 
ciation was  maintained  until  1895,  when  the  firm 
was  dissolved,  and  was  succeeded  by  that  of 
Milne,  Clarihew  &  Gray.  The  new  firm  extended 
an  already  well  developed  business  by  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Empire  quarry,  and  they  now  operate 
this  and  one  other  for  the  production  of  high- 
grade  granite  for  monumental,  vault  and  other 
cemetery  work.  All  thoroughly  practical  men, 
the  members  of  the  firm  give  their  personal  at- 
tention to  every  detail  of  the  work,  from  the 
rough  mass  of  the  stone  to  the  cutting  and  finish- 
ing, and  the  superiority  of  their  product  has  won 
for  their  works  a  well  deserved  fame  wherever 
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the  granite  of  Vermont  finds  a  market,  even  to  the 
remote  west. 

Mr.  Milne  is  accounted  among  the  progressive 
business  men  of  his  community,  and,  in  addition 
to  contributing  largely  to  its  prosperity  through 
the  important  industry  of  which  he  is  the  head, 
he  aids  by  all  means  in  his  power  in  all  worthy 
public  objects.  He  is  a  member  of  Granite  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hiawatha  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  Clan  Gordon  No.  12,  Scottish  Clans.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  married  June 
16,  1888,  to  Miss  Caroline  Bell  Jones,  and  of  this 
marriage  were  born  two  children :  Justus  John, 
born  March  22,  1889,  and  died  January  10,  1891 ; 
and  George  Edmund,  born  October  16,  1900. 

Mrs.  Milne  was  born  in  Barre,  February  9, 
1865,  only  child  of  John  Heath  and  Alice  Amanda 
(.Reed)  Jones,  of  the  city  named.  Her  father 
was  a  son  of  Jacob  Jones,  and  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington, Orange  county,  April  20,  184 1.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  in  1881  he 
located  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Barre,  where 
he  conducts  a  farm  and  dairy,  and  stock-breed- 
ing farm.  A  man  of  strong  character,  he  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  community,  and  has  occu- 
pied various  public  positons.  He  has  been  a  road 
commissioner  for  eight  years,  and  has  given  most 
useful  service  in  that  capacity.  He  was  married 
November  12,  1862,  to  Miss  Alice  Amanda  Reed, 
born  June  7,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Quincy 
and  Caroline  (Ketchum)  Reed,  and  of  this  mar- 
riage was  born  a  daughter,  Caroline  Bell,  now 
Mrs.  George  Brown  Milne. 

HARVEY  DODGE. 

Harvey  Dodge,  a  venerable  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  Post  Mills,  Vermont,  whose  standing  in 
town  and  couny  has  been  attested  by  the  many 
important  political  positions  which  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill  during  his  long  and  active 
career,  was  born  at  Thetford,  Vermont,  August 
26,  1821,  the  son  of  Eliphalet  S.  and  Mary  (Cox) 
Dodge. 

Eliphalet  S.  Dodge  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  town  of  Thetford,  Vermont,  in  1802,  and 
purchased  one-half  of  the  tract  of  land  owned 
by  Mr.  Post,  which  is  now  the  site  of  the  thrifty 
village  of  Post  Mills.  His  time  and  attention 
were  divided  between  agricultural  pursuits  and 


the  lumber  business,  and  was  very  successful  in 
the  operation  of  both  these  lines  of  industry.  Mr. 
Dodge  was  the  uncle  of  the  late  George  Peabody, 
the  millionaire  banker  and  philanthropist  of  Lon- 
don, England,  who,  while  he  was  a  poor  boy, 
resided  with  Mr.  Dodge  and  recived  from  him 
all  the  kindness  and  affection  of  a  parent.  lie  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Cox,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  George,  who 'married  Octavia  Free- 
man, and  was  engaged  at  cloth-dressing  and  as 
a  clothier  at  Post  Mills,  Vermont,  their  children 
were:  George  Edwin,  William  Oscar  and  Charles 
Dodge.  Charles  married  Miss  Ann  Rankin,  and 
followed  the  carpenter  trade  at  Lysandcr,  New 
York,  where  his  death  occurred;  their  children 
were  Amanda,  Maria  Martha  and  Mary  Emme- 
line  Dodge.  Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
David  Slack,  and  mother  of  Albert  D.  Slack; 
they  were  residents  of  the  town  of  Post  Mills, 
where  their  deaths  occurred.  Daniel  married  for 
his  first  wife  Lucinda  Wilcox ;  their  children  were 
Kate,  Francis  L.,  Smith  M.  and  Smith  E.  Dodge, 
the  last  three  named  being  deceased.  Jeremiah  was 
fifth.  William  was  a  physician  at  Post  Mills. 
Adaline  married  Brias  D.  Wilcox.  Harvey 
Dodge  was  the  seventh  child.  Albert  E.  was  a 
member  of  the  Boston  police  force. 

Harvey  Dodge  acquired  a  practical  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  Thetford  Academy, 
and,  being  inured  to  the  labors  of  farm  life  during 
his  early  boyhood  days,  he  followed  that  vocation 
in  connection  with  stock-raising  upon  attaining 
manhood.  His  oprations  have  been  conducted 
on  a  farm  which  comprised  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  well  cultivated  ground,  formerly 
owned  by  his  wife's  grandfather,  John  Riley,  who 
resided  upon  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death ;  the 
house,  a  substantial  brick  structure,  was  erected 
in  the  year  1825,  and  is  still  standing  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation.  Mr.  Dodge  received  a 
commission  of  second  lieutenant  from  Governor 
Silas  Jennison  in  the  Vermont  militia,  and  a  sec- 
ond commission  as  first  lieutenant  before  he  had 
attained  his  eighteenth  year.  He  was  called  out, 
at  the  time  of  the  Sharon  war,  to  aid  in  quelling 
the  difficulties  caused  by  a  strike  among  some 
Irish  employees  who  were  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad  below 
the  town  of  Royalton. 

Politically  Mr.  Dodge  is  a  Republican,  and 
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has  held  various  offices,  having  first  served  as 
constable  when  a  young  man,  later  as  lister,  select- 
man and  first  selectman,  being  elected  to  the  latter 
position  in  1869,  during  the  celebrated  and  dis- 
astrous freshet  of  that  year;  this  made  it  a  very 
responsible  position,  as  large  sums  of  money  were 
paid  out  for  the  repair  of  bridges  and  roads.  Ik- 
served  as  deputy  sheriff  for  fifteen  years,  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  sixteen  consecutive  years, 
assistant  judg  of  the  county  court  in  1876,  hold- 
ing several  courts  in  association  with  Judge  Red- 
field  and  H.  H.  Powers,  and  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  county  and  justice  courts  during  that 
period.  He  also  represented  his  town  in  die 
state  legislature  during  the  years  1870  and  1871, 
and  was  repeatedly  chosen  a  delegate  to  various 
state  and  county  conventions.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Know  Nothing  party  during  its  brief  ex- 
istence. He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
Crystal  Lake  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  passed 
through  all  the  chairs ;  also  a  member  of  Ridgely 
Encampment,  at  Tost  Mills,  Vermont.  It  was 
largely  through  his  instrumentality  that  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows',  building  was 
erected  at  Post  Mills.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church. 

On  April  9,  1S46,  Mr.  Dodge  married  Sarah 
lane  Riley,  and  four  children  were  bom  to  them : 
Burton  Riley,  who  resides  at  home,  is  a  farmr 
and  inventor  of  telephone  equipments,  and  has  in- 
vented what  is  known  as  the  Dodge  system  of 
telephone;  Edward  Stimson  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  Henry  Martin,  engaged  in  farming 
and  other  pursuits,  is  a  member  of  Crystal  I.ake 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  passed  through  all 
the  chairs,  a  member  of  Ridgely  Encampment, 
and  the  Congregational  church,  and  in  political 
views  a  Republican,  and  is  also  assistant  librarian 
of  Peabody  Library ;  and  one  child  that  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Dodge  died  May  10,  1880,  and 
subsequently  Mr.  Dodge  contracted  an  alliance 
with  Martha  F.  Ladd,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Mr.  Dodge 
is  librarian  of  the  Peabody  Library,  which  was 
founded  in  1876  by  George  Peabody,  a  relative 
of  Mr.  Dodge,  in  remembrance  of  his  early  asso- 
ciation with  the  village.  By  the  terms  of  the  be- 
quest, three  members  of  the  Dodge  family,  while 
such  members  survive,  are  made  permanent  trus- 
tees, and  with  them  are  associated  other  elective 


members  and  the  resident  minister  or  ministers  of 
the  parish.  The  library  contains  nearly  six  thou- 
sand well  selected  volumes. 

HON.  BURTON  S.  HOOKER. 

Each  business  enterprise  contributes  its  quou 
10  die  activity  that  has  made  America  one  ot 
the  hmling  commercial  countries  of  the  world. 
In  every  community  are  found  men  of  entcrpn-e 
ami  ability  who  are  successfully  controlling  their 
individual  business  interests  and  thus  advancing 
the  great  aggregate.  Such  a  man  is  Hon.  Bur- 
ton S.  Hooker,  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Bradford,  Vermont,  who  was  born  January 
11,  1861,  at  Peacham,  Vermont. 

Parker  Hooker,  grandfather  of  Burton  S. 
Hooker,  was  a  son  of  Parker  Hooker.  He  wa« 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Peacham. 
and  became  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in 
agricultural  circles.  In  his  political  affiliation- 
he  was  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
in  his  religion  was  an  active  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  He  was  united  in  manias 
to  Miss  Hannah  Blanchard.  Their  children  were : 
I  lartwell,  who  married  Cynthia  Brown ;  Ornian. 
who  married  Mercy  Blanchard ;  San  ford,  who 
married  Harriet  Blanchard;  David,  who  married 
Margaret  Blair;  Lathrop,  who  married  Rachel 
Shoales  ;  Parker,  who  married  Sarah  Webber  ;  and 
Laura  Hooker.  The  father  of  these  children  die  J 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Sanford  Hooker,  father  of  Burton  S.  Hooker, 
was  bom  December  19,  18 16.  at  Peacham,  Ver- 
mont, acquired  a  common  school  education  and 
early  in  life  became  a  miller  in  South  Peacham. 
which  occupation  he  continued  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  covering  a  period  of  over  fifty  year-, 
lie  was  also  the  owner  of  a  small  farm  which  ho 
cultivated  for  his  own  use,  and  the  mills  he  op- 
erated for  so  many  years  were  known  as  the 
W  ater  Street  mills.  He  cast  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  party,  whose  principles  he  strictly  ad- 
hered to.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  Mr.  Hooker  married  Harriet 
Blanchard  and  the  following  named  children  were 
born  to  them:  Helen  became  the  wife  of  R.  N. 
Bailey,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Peacham  and  their 
children  are  Clarence.  Hattie,  Robert  and  Agnes 
Bailev;  Mia  married  first  Philemon  Rowell.  of 
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Peachain,  ami  for  her  second  husband  Joshua 
Gilfillian,  and  they  reside  at  Kewanee,  Illinois; 
they  have  three  children — Fannie,  Miles  and  Kent 
Gilfillian.  Isabelle,  wife  of  James  Hall,  resides 
in  South  Dakota,  where  he  is  engaged  in  fann- 
ing. Hattie  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Blanchard,  and 
reside*  in  Nebraska,  where  Mr.  Blanchard  is  one 
of  the  successful  commission  merchants  and  a 
dealer  in  stock.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  S.  B. 
Mcl^iren.  a  resident  of  I.ouisville,  Nebraska; 
they  have  two  children — Mable  and  Roy  Blanch- 
ard. Burton  S.  Hooker  completes  the  family. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  i8yy  at  the 
age  of  eightv-two  years. 

Burton  S.  Hooker  received  an  excellent  clas- 
sical education  at  the  Peacham  Academy,  and 
later  entered  Eastman's  Business  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1882.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  Water  Street  mills  at  South  Peacham 
from  his  father,  which  he  successfully  conducted 
for  ten  years,  after  which  he  operated  the  Monroe 
mills  at  Monroe,  New  Hampshire,  for  two  years. 
In  1804  he  removed  to  Bradford  ami  purchased 
the  Bradford  mills,  succeeding  J.  B.  Beckett  & 
Co..  where  he  has  since  continued.  The  capacity 
of  his  plant  is  five  hundred  bushels  a  day,  and 
he  handles  over  one  hundred  cars  of  western 
corn  and  feed  annually,  the  receipts  of  his  busi- 
ness bcmg  between  forty  thousand  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  In  addition  to  this  exten- 
sive business  he  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Waite's 
river  water  power  at  Bradford,  and  furnishes  the 
power  for  the  operation  of  the  Bradford  electric 
light  plant,  of  which  he  is  the  treasurer  and  one 
of  its  five  owners.  Mr.  Hooker  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  industrial  circles  as  a  straight- 
forward, reliable  business  man,  and  his  success 
is  attributable  to  a  close  adherence  to  honorable 
busine.-s  principles  and  to  unflagging  zeal  ami 
energy.  Politically  Mr.  Hooker  is  a  Republican, 
ami  at  the  present  time  (1903)  is  serving  the 
village  of  Bradford  in  the  capacity  of  selectman 
and  trustee.  He  also  represented  his  town  during 
the  vears  torn  and  1002.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  Chariiy  Lodge  No.  43,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

On  August,  3,  1886,  Mr.  Hooker  married 
Clara  Dow,  daughter  of  Dr.  Frank  l>ow,  of  Con- 
cord. Vermont,  who  was  a  general  practitioner 
of  that  town.   Their  children  are :   San  ford  Bur- 
ks > 


ton  and  Genevieve  Hooker.  Mrs.  Hooker  was 
educated  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  at  Bos- 
ton, and  subsequently  was  engaged  as  a  teacher 
of  music  for  several  years  at  Bradford,  and  she 
achieved  considerable  reputation  as  a  performer 
through  northeastern  New  England,  and  her 
services  are  in  great  demand  at  theatricals  and 
entertainments.  The  family  arc  active  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Bradford,  Vermont. 

HENRY  THEODORE  CUSHMAN. 

Henry  Theodore  Cushman,  a  successful  man- 
ufacturer and  inventor  of  North  Bennington,  and 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Benning- 
ton, Bennington  county,  Vermont,  May  16,  1844. 
His  ancestry  was  of  Puritan  stock,  he  being  a 
direct  descendant  of  Robert  Cushman,  who  sailed 
with  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  the  Mayflower.  His 
great-grandfather,  Charles  Cushman,  was  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  historic  Bennington,  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  and  later  serving  as  selectman 
of  the  town,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  deacon 
of  the  old  First  church. 

Henry  T.  Cushman  was  the  youngest  son  of 
John  and  Sophronia  (Hurd)  Cushman.  He  was 
educated  in  the  academies  of  his  native  place,  and 
began  business  as  a  merchant  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  being  left,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  with 
the  care  and  principal  sup|x>rt  of  his  mother  and 
two  sisters.  He  enlisted  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Rebellion  as  regimental  quartermaster,  and  was 
probably  the  youngest  quartermaster  in  the  army. 
His  efficiency  and  faithfulness  are  attested  by  the 
fact  that  in  the  absence  of  the  brigade  quarter- 
master he  was  at  times  appointed  to  fill  that  |>osi- 
tion.  He  was  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to 
the  brigade  commander,  General  L.  A.  Grant, 
who  said  of  him,  in  a  letter  to  a  brother  soldier: 
"He  was  not  only  an  excellent  quartermaster,  but 
he  was  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier.  I  shall  never 
forget,  when  the  terrible  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
left  the  old  brigade  with  but  one  staff  officer,  how 
Lieutenant  Cushman  and  two  other  quartermas- 
ters volunteered  to  serve  during  the  emergency. 
It  was  a  gallant  act  of  itself,  and  Lieutenant  Cush- 
man not  only  volunteered,  but  he  performed  con- 
spicuous service  all  through  the  battle  that  imme- 
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diately  followed  the  Wilderness,  including  the 
Bloody  Angle." 

Since  his  removal  to  North  Bennington  in 
l8f>~,  Mr.  Cushman  has  been  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  stationers'  goods,  he  having  received 
letters  patent  on  many  of  the  articles  he  makes. 
After  prosecuting  this  branch  of  business  with 
success  for  some  time,  he  added  to  it  the  manu- 
facture of  fine  furniture,  reaching  out  into  all 
states  of  the  Union,  and  exporting  also  to  Eng- 
land, Germany  and  other  foreign  countries.  He 
now  has  one  of  the  largest  plants  in  town. 

In  1877,  at  the  celebration  of  the  Centennial 
of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  Mr.  Cushman  was 
adjutant  general  of  the  veterans'  reunion,  and  was 
active  in  locating  the  encampment  and  preparing 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  veterans  and  the 
other  soldiery.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  of  the  I  nitcd  States,  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  the  Bennington  Battle 
Monument  Association,  and  several  prominent 
clubs.  local  and  state.  He  has  been,  since  1895, 
president  of  the  village  where  he  resides,  and  has 
been  also  at  the  head  of  the  school  committee, 
taking  special  interest  in  educational  matters.  He 
is  a  man  of  g<xxl  common  sense,  agreeably  sea- 
soned with  uit  and  humor.  He  is  a  Republican. 
October  4,  1867,  Mr.  Cusman  marired  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Henry  Da\is  Hall,  and  granddaugh- 
er  of  Ex-Governor  Hiland  Hall:  they  have  five 
Children:  Arthur  H.,  John  II..  William  C.  H. 
Caroline  E.  and  Frederick  B.  Cushman. 

DR.  RICHARD  GLENN  MORTON. 

Pr  Richard  Glenn  Morton,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Sudbury,  Vermont,  April  1.  iSto.  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  February 
e,  |84»N.  Mr  was  a  son  of  Gideon  and  Meribah 
(Ballard)  Morion,  and  came  of  patriotic  an- 
cestrv,  his  great-grandfather,  Martin  Morton, 
anil  hi*  grandfather,  Richard  Morton,  having 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  without  pay. 
but  not  without  honor,  both  being  pres- 
ent at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  with 
Washington  at  Valley  Forge.  Richard  Morton 
then  being  a  lad  Of  fourteen.  Martin  Morton,  a 
native  of  Hngland.  married  a  Scotch  lassie,  and 
^f  the  children  born  of  their  union  many  attained 
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prominence  in  public  affairs,  and  one.  John  Mor- 
ton, was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

Richard  G.  Morton  obtained  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  after  which  he  attended  the  Brandon 
Seminary,  and  the  school  of  Professor  Barrett  at 
Leicester,  Vermont.  His  father.  Gideon  Morton, 
was  a  physician,  but  he  did  not  advise  his  son 
Richard  to  take  up  a  professional  career.  Not- 
withstanding the  opposition  of  his  father,  the  son 
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CR.  RICHARD  GLENN  MORTON 


began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Middleton  Goldsmith,  at  Rutland.  Vermont,  in 
1855.  Ill  health  prevented  him  from  completing 
his  studies,  but,  having  passed  a  most  creditable 
examination  in  1850.  he  was  allowed  to  practice 
as  a  physician.  His  physical  strength.  however. 
Would  not  allow  him  to  continue  in  his  profes- 
sion, which  he  reluctantly  gave  up  and  accepted  a 
position  as  prescription  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of 
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I..  L.  Dutchcr  &  Son,  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 
On  resigning  his  situation  in  that  place,  he  was 
unable  to  work  tor  two  years,  then  entered  the 
employ  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Case,  of  Brandon,  Vermont, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  He  was  some- 
what noted  as  a  school  teacher,  having  had 
some  experience  in  every  district  of  Sudbury,  be- 
side* teaching  in  other  places  for  a  few  terms. 

Coming  to  Randolph  in  July,  1862,  Dr.  Mor- 
ton embarked  in  the  di  ng  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, in  the  DuRois  and  Gay  block,  leasing  a 
store,  which  he  stocked  with  drugs  and  other 
goods,  and  there  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  until  his  death.  A  man  of  excellent 
financial  and  executive  ability,  he  acquired  con- 
siderable property,  becoming  interested  in  real  es- 
tate, and  erecting  seven  houses,  some  of  which 
he  kept  for  tenement  purposes.  While  living  in 
Inidbury.  he  held  many  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, but  after  settling  in  Randolph  his 
time  was  largely  devoted  to  his  private  interests. 

Dr.  Morton  married,  December  2,  1875,  Mar- 
tha A.  Burke,  who  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Ver- 
mont, June  10,  1848.  Her  father,  Dexter 
I'.urke.  was  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Sharon,  where 
Mrs.  Morton  was  reared.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  polities,  and  a  Methodist  in  religious  belief. 
He  married  Aurilla  Bugbee,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Alma,  wife  of  Syl- 
vester Snow,  of  South  Kovalton,  Vermont ;  Ed- 
mund D.(  a  farmer  in  South  Kovalton  :  Martha  A., 
now  Mrs.  Morton;  Edna  C,  wife  of  Henry  King, 
dealer  in  sewing  machines  at  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont :  Clarence  E.,  for  many  years  foreman  of  the 
shoe  shop  in  South  Kovalton  :  Forest  E.,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Randolph  :  and  Charles 
A.,  a  railroad  employe  at  West  Falmouth,  Massa- 
chusetts. Mrs.  Morton  was  associated  with  her 
husband  in  the  drug  business  for  nine  years  prior 
to  his  death,  and  has  since  continued  it  with  great 
success.  She  has  the  honor  and  distinction  of 
being  the  only  lady  graduate  pharmacist  in  the 
state.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  reared  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  Jennie  Edith,  bom  November  i«>. 
1882:  and  Ernest  Harry,  August  20,  1887. 

Mrs.  Morton's  lineage  is  traced  to  Richard 
Burke,  who  was  born  in  1040,  in  county  Clare. 
Ireland,  whence  he  came  to  America  about  1660, 
and  settled  in  Sudbury,  Massachusetts.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  reared  a  Roman  Catholic, 


but  married  Mary  Parmenter,  a  Protestant,  and 
was  disowned  by  his  family.  His  son  Richard 
had  a  son  Jonathan,  w  ho  was  the  father  of  Jesse. 
Eli,  son  of  Jesse  Burke,  was  born  October  21, 
177 1,  in  Westminster,  Vermont,  and  died  Sep- 
temtKT  -*>,  1 S55 ,  in  Pom  tret,  Vermont.  His  wife 
Mary  Adams,  was  born  November  15,  1776,  and 
dice!  March  iS,  1803,  in  Pom  fret.  During  their 
lives  they  resided  successively  in  Westminster, 
Chester,  Andover.  Rithel  and  Pom  fret,  Vermont. 
Of  their  eleven  children,  Dexter,  father  of  Mrs. 
Morton,  was  the  youngest.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 17,  1817,  in  Andover,  Vermont.  May  17, 
184^,  he  married  Aurilla  P.ugbec.  of  I'omfret. 
\  ermont.  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  Bug- 
Vice. 

The  Bugbee  family  was  planted  in  this  coun- 
try by  Edward  Bugbv,  who  sailed,  with  his  wife 
Rel>ecca,  from  the  port  of  Ipswich,  England,  to- 
ward the  last  of  April,  1634,  and  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Massachusetts.  His  age  is  given  at  that 
time  as  forty  years,  ami  his  wife's  thirty-six.  The 
name  is  of  Danish  origin,  ami  signifies  "by  the 
burgh.''  and  was  sj>elled  down  to  1700  by  the 
English  Rugby.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  al- 
most universally  spelled  in  its  present  form.  The 
records  ot  the  first  church  of  Roxbury  show  this : 
"K.65.  June  20,  Edward  Rugby,  an  old  man, 
joined  the  church."    He  died  January  26,  iooy. 

(II)  Joseph,  son  of  Edward  and  Rebecca 
Rugby,  born  June  1040,  in  Roxbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, married  Experience,  daughter  of  An- 
drew Pitcher,  of  Dorchester.  She  was  baptized 
September  28,  i(H2.  In  1686.  Joseph  Rugby  re- 
moved to  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  being  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  that  town.  The  next 
year  he  was  chosen  one  of  a  committee  of  five  to 
manage  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  town.  A 
town  organization  was  formed  in  1690,  ami  he 
was  elected  one  of  the  selectmen.  He  died  in 
Woodstock,  July  26,  1720,,  and  was  buried  on 
"Plane  liill.  '    He  had  ten  children. 

(III)  Samuel,  fourth  child  and  third  son  of 
Joseph  and  Experience  Rugby,  was  born  August 
31,  in-.v  in  Roxbury,  .Massachusetts,  and  married 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Carpenter,  formerly 
of  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren. He  owned  and  lived  on  a  farm  in  the 
"Eastern  vale.  '  about  a  mile  from  Plane  Hill, 
which  was  held  in  the  Rugbee  name  until  alx.ut 
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1887,  when  it  was  sold.  Dorothy  Bugbce  died 
October  6,  1721,  and  Samuel  afterward  married 
Mary  Morse,  who  bore  him  no  issue.  He  died 
November  12,  1744. 

(IV)  Jesse,  fifth  child  and  second  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Dorothy  Bugbee,  was  born  March  10, 
171  j,  in  Woodstock,  and  married  Experience 
Pcake,  March  14,  1733.  He  lived  in  West  Wood- 
stock, and  signed  a  petition,  November  12,  1736, 
for  the  setting  off  of  a  separate  parish,  tliat  they 
might  have  preaching  four  months  every  year  at 
the  charge  of  the  whole  town.  He  died  in  1756, 
and  his  widow  survived  until  January  8,  1797, 
dying  in  Pomfret,  Vermont.  They  had  eight 
children. 

(V)  Abiel,  sixth  child  and  second  son  of 
Jesse  and  Experience  Bugbee,  was  born  February 
27,  1746.  in  Woodstock.  November  15,  1770,  he 
married  Hannah  Harwood,  who  was  born  in 
Sutton,  Massachusetts,  July  27,  1750,  and  died 
in  Pomfret,  Vermont,  October  17,  1836.  They 
had  nine  children.  Abiel  Bugbee  was  a  member 
of  the  fifth  company  from  Ash  ford,  Connecticut, 
enlisting  May  1,  1775,  under  Captain  Thomas 
Knowlton,  in  Colonel  Israel  Putnam's  regiment. 
He  served  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  where  a 
buckle  was  shot  from  one  of  his  shoes.  He  was 
discharged  December  15,  1775,  but  later  enlisted 
aga;n  and  was  in  action  at  the  battle  of  White 
Plains.  New  York.  October  28.  1776.  On  June 
17,  178(1,  he  bought  land  in  Pomfret,  Vermont, 
upon  which  he  settled  two  years  later,  and  here  he 
died  January  17,  18.24. 

(VI)  Rufus  youngest  child  and  sixth  son  of 
Abiel  and  Hannah  Bugbce,  was  born  .May  12, 
1702.  in  Pomfret,  Vermont,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Hunter  in  t8>8.  He  was  a  farmer,  educated 
in  the  common  school  of  his  native  town,  and  was 
a  useful  member  of  the  community.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  steward  in  the  Methodist  church, 
served  as  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  captain  of  the  local  militia  company,  declin- 
ing offered  promotion  in  that  body.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Whig.  Free-soiler.  and  a  Republican 
from  the  organization  of  the  party  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Pomfret.  Septemlier  30.  1871. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  David  and  Abigail 
(Howe)  Hunter,  and  was  born  September  16. 
1705.  in  Londonderry.  New  Hampshire.  Tradi- 
tion says  she  was  related  to  Admiral  and  General 


Howe,  of  the  British  army  of  occupation  in  the 
Revolution. 

(VII)  Aurilla  Bugbee,  wife  of  Dexter  Burke. 
.  HON.  ZED  S.  STANTON. 

Zed  Silloway  Stanton,  of  Roxbury,  V  ermont, 
a  most  useful  and  honored  citizen  of  Washington 
county,  and  who  has  rendered  to  the  people  val- 
ued service  as  a  jurist  and  legislator,  and  in 
various  minor  offices,  is  of  blended  English  and 
Scotch-Irish  blood.  The  earliest  member  of  the 
Stanton  family  known  in  America  was  Benjamin 
Stanton,  who  was  an  English  soldier,  and  some 
time  prior  to  1710  came  to  America  in  a  fleet  com- 
manded by  one  Nicholson,  a  naval  commander. 
After  the  surrender  of  Port  Royal  he  was  one  of 
the  garrison  stationed  at  Annapolis,  and  he  per- 
formed other  military  duty  with  the  colonial 
forces  under  the  British  rule.  He  married  Elea- 
nor Ricker,  and  their  son  William,  born  in  1730. 
became  a  patriot  soldier  and  died  while  in  the 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  February 
20,  1777.  Ezekiel.  son  of  William,  born  in  1760, 
died  at  Northfield.  Vermont,  in  1833,  and  wa< 
the  grandfather  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Stanton. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  lived  in  turn  in  Barringtoii. 
New  Hampshire,  his  native  place;  Washington. 
Williamstown  and  Northfield,  Vermont.  He 
married  Annie  Berry,  and  his  children  were: 
William,  Isaac,  John,  Moses,  Paul.  Thomas. 
Ezekiel.  Jonathan,  <  ieorge  Berry  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Tamson. 

George  Berry  Stanton,  son  of  Ezekiel  Stan- 
ton, was  born  in  Harrington,  New  Hampshire. 
February  14.  i8oy,  and  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Vermont.  He  was  a  man  of  industry  an- 1 
excellent  character.  His  active  life  was  passed 
as  a  farmer  in  Roxbury.  where  he  died  August 
28,  1888.  and  he  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
state  militia.  January  10,  1841,  he  married.- at 
Northfield.  Lucretia  Prentiss  Silloway,  who  wa> 
born  November  30.  iSi8,  in  Berlin,  Vermont,  n 
daughter  of  Zidektah  and  Esther  (Holden)  Sil- 
loway, and  she  outlived  her  husband,  dying  De- 
cember t8</>.  The  children  of  George  Kerry 
and  Lucretia  (Silloway)  Stanton  were:  Davi.I 
Kussel!  and  Zed  Silloway  Stanton.  The  first 
named  was  Ix-rn  (  K  tober  24,  1 841.  and  is  a  fanner 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


437 


by  occupation,  and  he  has  also  occupied  various 
town  offices.  He  married  Kate  Stone,  and  their 
children  were:  Maud  Electa,  Mary  and  Fred 
Carey.  Zed  Silloway  Stanton,  only  other  child  of 
George  Berry  and  Lucretia  (Silloway)  Stanton, 
wa>  lK<rn  in  Roxbury  May  I,  1848.  His  life  was 
that  of  industry  and  sturdy  ambition  from  the 
first.  Until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
lal»ored  on  the  parental  farm,  attending  a  country 
school  for  three  months  each  winter  and  at  times 
studying  during  short  summer  terms  until  eleven 
year*  of  age.  For  eighteen  months  afterward  he 
performed  the  severe  and  dangerous  duty  of  a 
brakeman  on  a  train  on  the  Central  Vermont  Rail- 
way. He  left  this  employment  to  aid  his  father 
in  rebuilding  the  family  home,  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  He  subsequently  attended  the 
district  school  for  a  brief  time,  and  then  engaged 
as  a  chopper  and  teamster  in  clearing  off  land 
near  the  present  state  trout  hatchery.  While  per- 
forming all  this  labor  he  still  desired  to  fit  him- 
self for  a  more  important  place  in  life,  and  cher- 
ished ;>  determination  to  seek  a  higher  education 
as  a  means  to  that  end. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stanton  went  to  Xorthficld  to  at- 
tend school  and,  although  twenty-four  years  old, 
far  past  the  age  when  men  usually  enter  a  school- 
room, he  took  his  place  in  the  middle  forms  of 
the  graded  sch»v>l.  He  was  an  ardent  student, 
and  while- he  was  not  privileged  to  enter  college, 
he  lai<!  such  a  substantial  foundation  that  his 
later  acquirements  brought  to  him  pro  mcrit'.s 
from  Norwich  University  in  1895,  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts.  During  his  student  career  he 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  two  successive  princi- 
pals of  the  Xorthfield  school — Marshall  R.  Peck 
and  Albert  R.  Savage — both  ripe  scholars  and 
experienced  educators,  who  gave  him  ample  en- 
couragement to  persist  in  the  path  which  he  had 
chosen.  At  the  same  time  he  was  defraying  his 
expenses  with  the  means  obtained  in  teaching 
school  and  in  other  employments. 

After  attending  school  at  Xorthfield  Mr. 
Stanton  engaged  in  the  study  of  law,  having  as 
tutor  in  turn  Frank  Plumley.  of  Xorthfield.  and 
L.  L.  Durant,  of  Montpelier,  both  capable  practi- 
tioners. At  a  later  day  Mr.  Stanton  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  testifying  to  his  appreciation  for  Mr.  Plum- 
ley  by  placing  him  in  nomination  for  Congress, 
and  his  speech  upon  that  occasion  was  a  splendid 


eulogy  and  tribute.  On  March  15,  1880.  Mr. 
Stanton  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  he  soon 
afterward  entered  upon  practice  in  Roxbury, 
which  has  1k>cii  the  scene  of  his  efforts  to  the 
present  time.  During  the  first  few  years  he  also 
continued  to  teach  in  district  schools.  In  188.2 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  state  supreme 
court,  and  in  1889  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts.  As  a  lawyer 
his  success  has  been  marked,  and  outside  of  his 
practice  he  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  act 
as  referee  and  special  master.  Among  the  most 
important  cases  in  which  he  has  been  engaged 
were  State  vs.  Dyer  et  al.,  the  notorious  Wash- 
ington county  conspiracy  case,  in  which  he  was 
of  counsel  for  the  respondents ;  State  vs.  Marsh 
and  Buzzcll,  for  murder,  wherein  the  state's  at- 
torney was  disqualified,  and  he  was  assigned  to 
prosecute:  and  State  vs.  Mildred  Brewster,  and 
State  vs.  Xoakes.  murder,  and  State  vs.  Wales, 
arson,  in  all  of  which  he  was  assigned  by  the 
court  to  assist  the  state's  attorney.  At  the  bar  he 
is  known  as  a  well  equipped  lawyer,  a  logical 
deleter  and  an  able  and  eloquent  speaker,  making 
his  statements  with  tile  utmost  clearness,  and  urg- 
ing his  conclusions  perspicuously  and  with  grertt 
forcef ulness.  From  1884  to  1888  Mr.  Stanton 
served  as  assistant  judge  of  the  Washington 
county  court,  and  in  this  jK>sition  he  gave  evidence 
of  high  judicial  qualities  of  mind  and  tempera- 
ment. He  vindicated  the  authority  of  the  office 
to  which  he  had  been  called,  removing  it  from  the 
perfunctory  to  the  active  list,  and  his  conduct 
was  such  an  innovation  that  his  difference  with  a 
presiding  judge  as  to  the  merits  of  the  principle 
involved  came  before  the  supreme  court  on  a 
question  of  constitutionality,  in  which  he  was  fully 
sustained.  This  case  is  reported  in  Bates  vs. 
Bassett,  60  Vermont,  530.  From  1890  to  1896 
Mr.  Stanton  occupied  the  position  of  state's  at- 
torney, and  he  cleared  up  a  large  docket  so  rap- 
idly and  satisfactorily  that  a  competent  critic  paid 
him  the  tribute  of  saying  that  "he  set  a  standard 
in  that  office  by  which  excellence  of  execution 
is  measured." 

The  professional  career  of  Mr.  Stanton  has 
been  thus  related  connectedly,  and  it  is  to  be  here 
told  of  his  other  activities  reaching  into  all  de- 
partments of  community  life.  He  has  almost  con- 
stantly been  occupied  with  a  succession  of  local 
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offices,  which,  while  insignificant  in  emoluments, 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  people.  At 
various  times  he  has  been  called  to  serve  as  se- 
lectman, lister,  constable,  school  director,  town 
clerk  and  town  treasurer,  and  during  many  terms 
he  occupied  two  or  more  of  these  positions  at  the 
same  time.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  as  indicative 
at  once  of  his  capability  and  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  fellows,  that  for  sixteen 
years  he  was  annually  elected  moderator  of  the 
town  meeting,  and  he  was  only  relieved  from 
such  duty  because  of  his  election  to  an  office  which 
could  not  be  held  in  association  with  it. 

In  1884  and  again  in  1886  Mr.  Stanton  was 
representative  in  the  legislature  from  the  town 
of  Roxbury,  and  in  1900  he  was  state  senator. 
His  conduct  in  both  positions  was  characterized 
by  broad  intelligence  and  unflinching  integrity, 
giving  close  scrutiny  to  all  new  measures,  and  his 
most  fervent  effort  to  their  support  or  in  antago- 
nizing them  as  their  merits  or  demerits  war- 
ranted. He  served  upon  various  committees  in 
the  house,  on  the  committees  on  the  insane,  on 
elections,  on  railroads  and  on  the  general  com- 
mittee; and  in  the  senate  on  the  committees  on 
judiciary,  railroads  and  corporations,  and  on  the 
joint  committee  on  state  and  court  expenses,  and 
he  was  chairman  of  the  two  latter  named  bodies. 
He  was  a  state  railroad  commissioner  from  180/i 
to  1898  and  from  August  I,  1897,  to  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service  was  chairman  of  the 
board. 

This  long  career  of  usefulness  brought  to  him 
in  1892  a  well  deserved  preferment  in  his  election 
as  lieutenant-governor.  By  virtue  of  his  office 
he  was  president  of  the  senate,  and  he  presided 
over  its  sessions  that  year.  His  special  fitness 
for  his  in)(M>rtant  position  was  manifested  in  his 
entire  familiarity  with  all  parliamentary  intrica- 
cies, and  his  facility  for  expediting  business. 

Summed  up.  it  is  to  be  said  that  his  public 
career  has  been  as  entirely  and  highly  honorable 
as  has  been  his  private  life.  Known  as  one  of 
the  most  active  and  useful  men  of  his  state,  his 
record  amply  justifies  the  verdict  of  one  who 
wrote  of  him  in  a  public  journal  that  his  accom- 
plishments are  due,  in  an  unusual  degree,  to  his 
vigorous  aiv!  sturdy  character,  to  the  simplicity 
and  purity  01*  his  conduct,  to  his  fidelity  to  all  the 
work  which  he  assumes,  to  the  maintenance  of 


friendships,  and  to  his  love  for  the  people  and  in- 
stitutions of  his  native  state. 

Governor  Stanton  was  married  May  31,  1880, 
to  Mrs.  Jennie  Smith  Walbridge,  of  Roxbury,  a 
daughter  of  Israel  and  Maria  Smith.  Of  this 
marriage  has  been  l>orn  one  child,  Jessie  Lucretia, 
December  23,  188.1. 

ALBERT  CHARLES  REED. 

Alf>ert  Charles  Reed,  who  died  November  5, 
1902,  was  a  well  known  and  public  spirited  farmer 
of  Washington  county,  Vermont.  He  came  of 
Massachusetts  stock,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Danforth  Reed,  having  been  born  in  that  state, 
July  9,  1773.  He  emigrated  to  Barre,  Vermont, 
during  his  early  life,  and  there  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer.  He  died  in  the  year  1859, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 

Charles  Quincy  Reed,  son  of  Danforth  Reed, 
and  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Barre,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, December  18,  1816.  and  his  education  was 
received  at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town. 
While  attending  thoroughly  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  which  was  situated  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  north  of  Barre  village,  he  found  time  to 
take  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  and 
the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  neighbors 
is  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  fact  that  for  about 
eleven  years  he  filled  the  office  of  selectman  and 
represented  the  town  of  Barre  in  the  state  legis- 
lature in  i86g.  While  acting  as  selectman  he 
rendered  important  service  in  securing  soldiers 
for  the  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
He  married  Caroline  Ketchum,  daughter  of  Jus- 
tus and  Lvdia  Ketchum.  His  wife  was  a  native 
of  Barre,  having  been  born  there  Noveml>er  13, 
1 8 jo.  She  died  in  the  same  town  in  the  year 
1863.  Their  children  are:  Cornelia  Elizabeth, 
born  April  15,  1841,  married  Hiram  C.  Jones, 
who  was  killed  on  the  railroad,  and  after  his 
death  married  Frederick  King,  of  Barre.  Ver- 
mont. Alice  Amanda,  born  June  7.  1844,  married 
John  Heath  Jones,  of  the  town  of  Barre.  Albert 
Charles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
March  1,  1847.  During  his  long  life  Mr.  Reed 
was  always  a  pronounced  Republican.  He  died 
in  February.  1899,  full  of  years  and  honor. 

Albert  Charles  Recti  attended  the  district 
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school,  and  was  afterward  a  student  at  the  Barrc 
Academy.  On  completing  his  education  he  fol- 
lowed the  course  which  has  been  adopted  by  so 
many  of  our  enterprisng  self-made  men,  namely, 
teaching  in  the  winter  and  engaging  in  other  oc- 
cupations during  the  summer.  He  continued 
this  for  five  years,  and  for  two  years,  from  1869 
to  1871,  was  in  business  with  H.  Z.  Mills  under 
the  firm  name  of  Mills  &  Reed.  Feeling,  how- 
ever, more  inclination  for  agriculture  than  for 
commerce,  the  result,  no  doubt,  of  an  inherited 
taste,  he  purchased  in  1871  the  farm  on  which 
he  lived  till  his  death.  He  was  also,  for  twenty- 
five  years,  a  large  dealer  in  live  and  dressed 
poultry. 

In  politics  Mr.  Reed  was  a  staunch  upholder 
of  Republican  principles,  and  the  fact  that  he  en- 
joyed in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  of  his  towns, 
men  was  demonstrated  by  their  having  honored 
him  for  five  years  with  the  office  of  lister,  for  two 
years  with  that  of  selectman,  and  also  with  that 
of  town  auditor.  He  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
the  Cobble  Hill  Creamery  from  its  organiza- 
tion in  September,  1901. 

Mr.  Reed  was  a  highly  respected  member  of 
the  Congregational  church  at  Barre  city.  His 
inclination  did  not  lead  him  to  affiliate  to  any 
great  degree  with  fraternal  orders,  his  only  con- 
nection of  that  kind  being  with  the  Knights  of 
Honor.  Mr.  Reed  married.  August  23,  1870, 
Alfaratta  Genevcve  Wheaton,  daughter  of  Eras- 
tus  and  Nancy  C.  (Clark)  Wheaton.  She  was 
born  on  the  Wheaton  homestead,  in  the  town  of 
Barre,  March  12,  1849.  Their  elder  son,  Charles 
Earnest  Reed,  is  a  resident  of  Barre  city ;  he  mar- 
ried, September  18,  1894,  Inc7  Alta  Perry,  daugh- 
ter of  Courtland  Terry,  of  Barre,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Viola  Ellen,  born  June  24,  1902.  Mr. 
Reed's  younger  son,  George  Albert,  born  August 
18,  1879,  is  a  student  at  Dartmouth  College. 

WILLIAM  McNEIL. 

William  McNeil,  a  highly  respected  citzen  of 
Shelburnc,  Vermont,  is  a  grandson  of  John  Mc- 
Neil, who  established  the  first  ferry  between 
Charlotte,  Vermont,  and  Essex.  New  York.  The 
McNeils  descended  from  Clem  McNeil,  and 
moved  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  in  1609.  The 
founder  of  the  McNeil  family  in  America  was 


Captain  Archibald  McNeil,  who  was  born  in  An- 
trim, Ireland,  about  1710.  He  came  to  Attierica 
about  1730,  and  took  an  active  part  in  Lord 
Londoune's  expedition  to  Fort  Edward  in  1757 
and  to  Crown  Point  in  1759,  and  against  Canada, 
in  1760  and  i"6r.  He  settled  in  Litchfield.  Con- 
necticut, was  concerned  in  the  expedition  against 
the  Spanish  West  Indies,  and  was  a  member  of 
all  the  war  committees  at  Litchfield  during  the 
Revolution.  His  son.  John  McNeil,  born  in  1741, 
came  from  Litchfield  to  North  Adams,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  i~Gf>,  and  to  Bennington,  Vermont, 
about  three  years  later.  He  obtained  from  New 
York  a  grant  of  two  thousand  acres  in  the  town 
of  Tinmouth,  where  he  settled  in  1777.  Being 
a  loyalist,  he  was  dislodged  by  the  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Charlotte, 
and  was  first  clerk  and  first  rq>resentative  of  the 
town.   He  died  in  1813. 

Diaries  McNeil,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Brecken ridge)  McNeil,  married  Jerusha  Ly- 
many.  Mary  (Brcckenridgc)  McNeil  was  a 
daughter  of  Lieutenant  James  Breckenridge,  on 
whose  farm,  says  the  "Early  History  of  Ver- 
mont," "'was  born  the  future  state  of  Vermont." 
In  1772  he  was  one  of  the  special  commissioners 
sent  to  England  by  the  settlers  in  the  interest  of 
land  grants,  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  Congress  in  July,  1776. 

William  McNeil,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Jerusha 
(Lyman)  McNeil,  was  born  in  Charlotte.  Ver- 
mont, May  29,  1826.  and  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  educated  in  a  private  school,  after  which  he 
was  sent  to  a  high  school  in  an  adjoining  town. 
In  1850,  being  seized  with  the  "gold  fever'*  which 
then  attacked  so  many,  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  was  also  United 
States  weigher  in  the  custom  house.  At  the  end 
of  six  years  he  returned  to  Charlotte,  and  later 
went  to  Missouri,  where  he  was  livng  a:  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war.  Enlisting  in  Company 
F.  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  he  was  made  sergeant 
of  his  company,  and  later  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant  major  of  his  regiment  and  sub- 
sequently became  sergeant  provost  marshal,  serv- 
ing three  years  and  three  months.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  returned  to  Vermont  and  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  a  farm,  which  now  forms  part 
of  the  "Shelburnc  farms."  owned  bv  Dr.  W. 
Seward  Webb.    Mr.  McNeil  is  now  tlu:  owner 
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of  a  small  farm  in  the  village  of  Shelbumc,  where 
he  is  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
a  long  industrious  life.  In  politics  he  acts  with 
the  National  Prohibition  party,  and,  with  his  wife, 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  McNeil  married,  in  1856,  Miss  Lucia 
Comstock,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Maria  (Lewis) 
Comstock.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
born  in  Fletcher,  in  July,  1793.  and  came  with 
his  father,  when  five  years  old.  to  Shelburne. 
where  he  died  May  16,  1885,  at  the  great  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  He  was  a  farmer  throughout 
his  life.  He  served  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  His  wife,  Maria 
Lewis,  was  born  April  5,  1798.  The  father  of 
Levi  Comstock  was  Levi  Comstock,  Sr.,  who  was 
born  April  3,  1766,  a  son  of  Captain  Daniel  Com- 
stock, who  derived  his  title  from  army  service 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Captain  Com- 
stock died  January  11,  1816,  aged  seventy-four 
years.  His  wife.  Mary,  wove,  on  a  hand  loom, 
in  1810,  a  rug  which  is  now  used  as  a  portiere  in 
the  home  of  William  McNeil. 

To  William  and  Lucia  (Comstock)  McNeil 
were  l>om  three  children :  Clinton,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-three  years;  George  C,  now  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia;  and  Fanny  M..  who 
lives  with  her  parents. 

HARLAN  P.  CCMMINGS. 

Anionjr  the  public-spirited  and  enterprising 
citizens  of  North  Thetford,  Vermont,  and  who 
deservedly  possess  to  a  large  degree  the  confi- 
dence of  their  fellow  townsmen,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  name  of  Harlan  P.  Cummings,  who 
was  born  January  19,  1837,  in  Thetford,  Ver- 
mont. Jeremiah  Cummings,  his  grandfather,  ac- 
companied by  his  brothers  Ezra  and  Eleazer. 
came  from  Dunstable,  Massachusetts,  to  Thet- 
ford, Vermont,  and  was  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  that  section  of  the  state.  Ezra  and  a  son 
of  Eleazer,  Tames  Cummings,  served  as  privates 
during  the  war  of  1812.  Jeremiah  Cummings 
purchased,  in  1703,  a  farm  which  was  formerly 
the  property  of  Dr.  Burgoyne,  and  subsequently 
became  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  origin- 
ally settled  by  John  ChajK-1,  and  which  is  the 
present  site  of  the  village  of  North  Thetford. 
He  married  Abigail  Swallow,  a  native  of  Mas- 


sachusetts, whose  family  subsequently  settled 
in  Woodstock,  Vermont.  Their  children  were: 
Jeremiah,  who  resided  for  many  years  in  Nor- 
wich, Windsor  county,  where  his  death  occurred ; 
Walter,  who  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  Thetford, 
Vermont ;  Jason,  who  settled  on  a  near-by  farm ; 
Zebedee;  Edmund;  Eben;  Clarissa,  who  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Alvah  Hall,  and  they  lived 
in  Fairlee,  Vermont,  many  years,  then  moved 
west,  and  their  children  were  Cummings  and 
Clarissa  Hall :  they  were  among  the  original 
founders  of  Udina,  Illinois,  where  their  deaths 
occurred :  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Asa  Merrill,  who 
made  his  way  overland,  traveling  in  wagons, 
from  Thetford  to  Udina,  Illinois,  became  the  first 
postmaster  of  the  town,  and  was  the  owner  of 
several  farms  which  yielded  him  a  handsome  in- 
come. 

Eben  Cummings,  father  of  Harlan  P.  Cum- 
mings, was  born  at  Dunstable,  Massachusetts, 
and  obtained  a  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  town  and  Thetford,  Vermont, 
whither  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a  small 
boy.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  which 
he  subsequently  owned  and  operated  for  many 
vcars.  and  in  addition  to  this  industrv  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  public  house  in  the  village.  He 
sold  and  improved  many  building  sites  in  the 
town  of  Thetford,  gave  the  site  for  the  North 
Thetford  bridge,  and  was  largely  instrumental 
in  the  organization  and  construction  of  the  Pas- 
snmpsic  Railroad.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Whig  party,  and  held 
various  local  offices,  among  them  being  justice 
of  the  peace  and  assessor.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
an  active  and  zealous  member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational church,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the 
various  societies  connected  with  it.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  during  the 
war  of  1812,  and  assisted  in  proving  land  war- 
rants for  the  soldiers  who  took  part  in  the  strug- 
gle. He  was  one  of  the  first  stockholders  in  the 
Connecticut  &  Passumpsic  Railroad,  and  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
North  Thetford  Bridge  Company.  He  was  a 
man  of  irreproachable  character,  never  sought 
public  prominence,  and  was  devoted  to  his  home 
and  family  ties.    He  married  Betsey  Jacquith, 
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daughter  of  Moses  Jacquith,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them:  Angeline,  widow  of  Otis 
Earle  who  resided  for  many  years  at  Newbury 
and  later  at  Thetford.  Vermont,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Gara,  Byron  C,  Fred  E.,  Julia  A. 
and  Willis  L.  Earle ;  Elizabeth  Ann,  wife  of 
Solon  K.  Berry,  cne  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential fanners  of  Thetford;  Ellen  M.,  widow  of 
J.  E.  Johnson,  who  was  a  resident  of  Bridge- 
water,  New  Hampshire,  and  their  children  were 
Man,  Helen  L.  ami  Gertrude  E.  Johnson:  and 
Harlan  P.  Cnmmings.  Mr.  Cnmmings  died  Sep- 
tember 17,  1857,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  October  24,  1858,  in  the 
fifty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Harlan  P.  Cnmmings,  youngest  child  and 
only  son  of  Eben  and  Betsey  Cummings,  attended 
the  Thetford  Academy,  where  he  acquired  a  prac- 
tical education,  but  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  father  was  obliged  to  forego  the  college 
course  which  had  been  planned  for  him.  On 
August  29,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany A,  Fifteenth  Regiment,  Vermont  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  was  nine  months  in  Virginia  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Redfield  Proctor,  and, 
of  the  whole  regiment  of  one  thousand  men, 
forty-five  were  from  Thetford,  Company  A  hav- 
ing been  raised  in  Orange  county.  They  served 
in  the  defences  of  Washington  until  General 
Lee  made  his  invasion  on  Pennsylvania,  being 
a  part  of  the  First  Army  Corps.  Later  they 
were  sent  to  Gettysburg,  arriving  in  time  for  the 
second  day's  fight,  in  which  they  supported  the 
battery  on  Cemetery  Ridge  with  great  valor  and 
heroism.  They  also  followed  General  I.ee's  re- 
treat as  far  as  the  Potomac,  serving  longer  than 
the  term  of  their  enlistment;  and  were  mustered 
out  at  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  August  5,  18*53. 
Of  the  one  hundred  and  one  men  who  composed 
the  company,  only  one  other  besides  Mr.  Cum- 
mings was  present  for  duty  on  all  occasions  and 
never  had  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  sick- 
ness. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service  of  the 
X  iiitid  States.  Mr.  Cummings  returned  to  the 
paternal  homestead,  which  he  has  cultivated  with 
diligence  and  success;  he  has  made  a  specialty 
of  dairying,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
North  Thetford  Creamery,  which  is  so  largely 
conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town.   He  has 


disposed  of  building  lots  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  growing  needs  of  the  village  required,  and 
in  all  enterprises  which  would  benefit  the  town 
he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest,  facilitat- 
ing building  operations  by  becoming  a  dealer  in 
lumber,  buying  by  the  carload  and  retailing  as 
the  occasion  requires.  He  is  a  director,  clerk 
and  treasurer  in  the  West  Fairlee,  Fairlee  & 
Thetford  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  is 
much  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  and  is 
a  trustee  of  Thetford  Academy,  contributed 
liberally  to  the  building  of  the  church,  and  of 
Lyme  Bridge,  being  clerk  of  these  corporations 
for  nearly  forty  years.  He  has  served  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  com- 
mittee, president  of  the  local  Republican  club, 
for  twenty-five  years  continuously  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  was  postmaster  of  North 
TiK'tt'ord  from  i860  to  187O.  and  in  the  latter 
years  was  chosen  to  the  general  assembly  from 
Thetford,  Vermont,  by  a  large  majority.  With 
the  aid  of  two  other  veterans,  Mr.  Cummings 
organized  the  Orange  County  Veterans'  Asso- 
ciation, is  a  member  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment 
Veterans'  Association,  of  which  he  has  been  ad- 
jutant, a  member  and  commander  of  E.  B.  Frost 
Post,  and  is  prominently  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  at  West  Fairlee.  Mr.  Cummings 
performs  a  large  amount  of  probate  business, 
holding  in  trust  several  pieces  of  property,  a 
fact  which  attests  his  standing  in  his  own  com- 
munity, and  he  has  also  been  of  great  service 
to  those  seeking  pensions. 

On  January  23,  1868,  Mr.  Cummings  married 
Alpha  M.  Baxter,  daughter  of  Marshall  I).  Bax- 
ter, of  Norwich.  Vermont,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  interests.  Their  children  are: 
Allen  C.  was  educated  at  Thetford  Academy  and 
Dartmouth  College,  graduating  from  the  latter 
named  institution  in  1892  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts ;  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  at 
St.  Johnsbury,  hut  at  the  present  time  (1003) 
is  serving  as  principal  of  the  Aver  high  school. 
Burton  E.  was  educated  at  Thetford  Academy, 
and  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  at  Burling- 
ton, Vermont ;  in  1900  he  went  west  and  died  at 
St.  Louis.  Missouri,  in  April,  1900,  aged  twenty- 
eipht  years.  Elizabeth  A.  is  a  graduate  of  Thet- 
ford Academy,  and  for  the  past  eight  years 
served  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor  in  the  Massa- 
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chusetts  State  Deaf  and  Dumb  School  at  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts.  Marshall  D.  was  edu- 
cated at  Thctford  Academy  and  Burlington  Ag- 
ricultural College,  and  is  now  professor  of 
botany  and  assistant  professor  of  horticulture 
in  the  Maine  State  College  at  Orino,  Maine. 
Harlan  P.,  Jr.,  is  a  graduate  of  Thctford  Acad- 
emy and  St.  Tohnsbury  Academy,  also  engaged 
in  teaching,  Edith  E.  Cummings  resides  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  Cummings  is  serving  his 
second  year  as  treasurer  of  Thctford  Academy, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
since  1879. 

ORVILLE  A.  SPEAR. 

Orville  Asa  Spear,  of  Shclburne,  Vermont,  is 
a  descendant  of  George  Spear,  who  was  a  native 
of  Scotland  and  emigrated  about  the  year  1(144 
to  this  country,  where  he  became  the  progenitor 
of  the  American  branch  of  the  family.  His  son, 
Ebcnerer,  was  the  father  of  Dccring  Spear,  who 
was  first  married  to  Catherine  Miles,  ami  after  her 
death  to  Jemima  Thayer,  on  June  30.  1726,  Deer- 
ing  Spear  was  born  March  6,  1700.  and  died  in 
1767.  Richard  Spear,  son  of  Deering  and  Je- 
mima Spear,  was  born  November  22.  1737.  and 
died  May  ig.  1788.  On  the  Jtst  of  April,  1758, 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  W  hite,  and  their  son, 
Elhanan.  was  the  father  of  Orville  A.  Spear. 

Richard  Spear,  grandfather  of  Orville  A. 
Spear,  removed  from  Braintree,  Massachusetts, 
to  Shclburne,  Vermont,  arriving  August  24,  1783. 
Here  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  clear  and  cultivate.  His  wife  was  a 
descendant  of  Peregrine  White,  who  was  the  first 
child  horn  in  the  colony  that  sailed  from  England 
on  the  Mayflower.  Their  children  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Richard,  bom  August  10.  1759.  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war:  Barnabus. 
born  April  4,  1 7^1  ;  Deering.  July  28,  1763:  Bar- 
zilia.  October  25,  1765;  Eli/aMh.  March  2.  1768: 
Drusilla.  May  6.  1770;  Barjoua.  August  ).  1772: 
Abigail.  December  17,  1775;  Asahel.  March  15. 
1778:  Elhanan,  July  17.  1781  ;  and  Easther.  Aprd 
It,  1784.  died  in  childhood.  Of  these.  Richard 
was  one  of  the  smallest  babies  at  birth  that  ever 
grew  to  maturity.  He  was  placed  in  a  quart 
tankard,  and  the  cover  shut  down.  The  mother 
of  these  children  passed  away  September  20,  1818, 


aged  eighty  years.  When  Mr.  Spear  located  in 
Vermont  there  were  no  grist  mills  nearer  than 
W  hitehall  and  St.  Johns,  whither  grists  were  car- 
ried in  a  canoe.  When  his  son,  Elhanan,  was  a 
small  boy  the  latter  was  sent  on  an  errand  to 
Burlington,  riding  the  only  horse  in  the  settle- 
ment, and  was  pursued  by  a  panther  on  the  way 
home.  There  were  no  roads,  and  he  followed 
a  trail  marked  by  blazed  trees.  The  panther 
was  killed  next  day,  near  the  present  reisdence 
of  Lemuel  S.  Drew.  Mr.  O.  A.  Spear  preserves 
and  cherishes  two  dresses  worn  by  his  aunts  one 
hundred  years  ago,  and  also  two  red  broadcloth 
cloaks  over  one  hundred  years  old.  He  also 
jMjssesses  a  silver  tablespoon,  owned  by  his  great- 
grandmother,  Elizabeth  Miles,  in  1651,  and  other 
ancient  relics,  including  a  pewter  platter  made  in 
London. 

Elhanan  Spear  was  born  in  Old  Braintree 
(now  known  as  Quincy),  Massachusetts,  July  17, 
1781.  He  was  only  two  and  a  half  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Vermont,  where  he 
was  reared  and  recived  his  education,  after  which 
he  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier,  also 
that  of  shoemaker.  He  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  in  these  different  trades,  and  in  addition 
to  these  he  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  farm- 
ing In  1804  he  built  the  residence  in  which  his 
son  now  resides.  Mr.  Spear  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  and  Iwcame  an  earnest  Republican  and  al- 
ways maintained  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
affairs.  One  of  his  last  wishes  was  that  he  might 
live  to  see  Grant  elected  President.  He  held  vari- 
ous town  offices,  and  was  chosen  to  represent  Shcl- 
burne in  the  state  legislature  in  1839  and  1840. 

Mr.  Spear  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Louisa  Saxton.  daughter  of 
Frederick  Saxton,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Burlington.  Vermont.  They  were  married  Janu- 
ary 24,  1808.  and  a  daughter,  Julia  Louisa,  born 
January  8,  1809,  liecame  the  wife  of  Myron  A. 
Road  May  30.  1830  (See  Read).  Mrs.  Spear  died 
April  19,  1R00,  ami  on  June  4.  1810,  Mr.  Spear 
was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Callender,  born  in 
Spencertown.  (now  Chatham).  New  York.  No- 
vember 25,  i7St>.  a  daughter  of  John  and  Reliecca 
1.  Lnoivis^  Callender.  The  former  named  was  a 
M-rgcant  rn  the  Revolutionary  war.  John  Call- 
ender settler  in  South  Burlington.  Vermont,  on 
what  is  now  known  as  Spear  street,  and  engaged 
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in  the  tailoring  trade.  Following  is  a  brief  record 
of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spear: 
Giles  Chittenden,  born  October  18.  1811,  was  a 
surveyor,  banker  and  merchant  in  Burlington,  and 
died  in  Shelhunie  July  15,  1844.  Camilla  Fran- 
ces, bom  April  4,  18 13,  died  December  23,  1859. 
Amos  Callendcr.  born  November  24,  1814,  was  a 
druggist  of  Burlington,  and  died  February  23, 
1892.  Franklin  Winchester,  born  January  19, 
1817,  was  a  merchant,  and  later  a  railroad  agent, 
and  died  November  5,  1899,  at  Milwaukee.  War- 
ren Perry,  born  November  14,  18 1 8,  was  a  mer- 
chant in  Burlington,  and  died  September  18,  1845. 
Cassius  Lee,  born  November  12,  1820,  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  farmer,  and  died  June  14,  1900,  in 
South  Burlington.  Stephen  Decatur,  born  Oc- 
tober 21,  1822,  was  a  merchant  in  Burlington,  and 
died  August  14,  1851.  Lucinda  Adelia,  born  No- 
vember t,  1821.  died  July  2,  1853.  Lucy  Anna, 
born  July  11,  1827,  became  the  wife  of  Phincas 
H.  Catlin,  and  died  April  1,  1897.  Hannibal 
Elhanan.  born  October  31,  1829,  was  a  merchant, 
and  died  August  12,  1887,  at  Milwaukee.  Or- 
ville  A.  is  mentioned  below.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  February  4,  1869,  and  his  wife  died 
February  1,  1874. 

Orvillc  A.  Spear,  youngest  child  of  Elhanan 
and  Annie  Spear,  was  born  June  15,  1832,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  has  resided  all 
his  life  in  the  same  house  in  which  he  was  born. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  has  pursued  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  at  which  he  has  been  successful. 
Politically  Mr.  Spear  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  religiously  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church  of  Shelburne,  Vermont.  A 
faithful  churchman,  he  has  been  a  vestryman 
many  years,  and  has  been  several  times  a  delegate 
to  the  diocesan  convention. 

On  Novemlier  1,  1875,  Mr.  Spear  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mira  Havens,  born  in  Nor- 
folk. New  York,  April  29,  1845,  a  daughter  of 
Gurdon  and  Selincla  Havens.  One  child  has  been 
born  of  this  union, — Anna  Camilla,  born  August 
25,  1876.  died  May  22,  1890.  Mrs.  Spear  passed 
away  December  28,  1883.  Mr.  Spear  has  never 
been  in  any  sense  a  politician  and  has  avoided 
public  positions,  except  that  he  served  twenty-two 
years  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  his  school  district, 
known  as  No.  4. 


GEORGE  ERASTUS  CLARK  WHEATON. 

John  Wheaton  was  the  first  ancestor  of  the 
Whcaton  family  of  whom  we  have  any  record. 
The  period  of  their  emigration  from  England  is 
unknown,  but  John  was  born  in  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, probably  about  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  He  married  Phoebe  Hubbard,  and 
removed  with  his  wife  and  six  children  from  Lei- 
cester, Massachusetts,  to  the  town  of  Barre,  Ver- 
mont. Here  he  purchased  of  Peter  Taft  a  farm  of 
about  one  hundred  acres  on  East  Hill.  A  few  acres 
had  already  been  slashed  and  a  log  cabin  erected, 
but  Mr.  Wheaton  immeadiately  applied  himself 
to  the  work  of  clearing  and  building  a  more  com- 
fortable house  for  his  family.  His  children  were: 
Sallie,  Phn-be,  Pliny,  Joseph  and  Benjamin 
(twins),  John.  All  these  children  lived  and  mar- 
ried. Benjamin  settled  on  the  homestead.  The 
other  sons  settled  on  farms  in  that  school  district. 

Benjamin  Wheaton,  third  son  of  John  and 
Phoebe  (Hubbard)  Wheaton,  was  born  in  Lei- 
cester, Massachusetts,  September  20,  1783.  He 
came  to  Barre,  Vermont,  with  his  parents  in  1797, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  attended  the  district 
schools.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  father 
and  succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  of  the  farm. 
He  took  the  frceeman's  oath  November  24,  1808. 
He  belonged  to  the  Whig  party,  and  seems  to 
have  possessed  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors, 
as  we  find  that  he  filled  several  town  offices,  among 
them  that  of  selectman.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  married  Sallie 
French,  who  was  born  in  Mount  Vernon,  New 
Hampshire.  Their  children  were:  Erastus,  born 
on  the  old  homestead.  October  17,  1812;  Elmira, 
born  October  30,  1816,  died  June  12,  1898;  and 
a  child  who  died  in  infancy.  Benjamin  Wheaton 
died  May  27.  i860.   His  wife  died  June  26,  1864. 

Erastus  Wheaton,  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Sallie  (French)  Wheaton,  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead October  17,  1812,  and  his  education  was 
received  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town. 
He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  possesion  of  the 
homestead  and  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  was 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
held  the  offices  of  lister,  selectman  and  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  His  character  was  in  all  respects 
such  as  to  command  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 
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He  married,  January  3,  1839,  Nancy  Crandall 
Clark,  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Mira  (Bald- 
win) Clark,  of  Middlesex,  Vermont.  She  was 
torn  in  Thetford,  Vermont,  June  8,  181 7.  Their 
children  were:  Coralinn  C,  horn  Octohcr  II,  1830. 
died  May  n.  1854;  George  Erastus  Clark,  horn 
August  10.  184 1  ;  Emma  Hinsdale,  born  June  23. 
1844,  married  William  Clark,  of  Rarre;  Alfaratta 
Geneveve.  l>orn  March  12,  1849,  married  Albert 
C.  Reed,  a  farmer  whose  farm  adjoins  the 
Wheaton  homestead;  Ellen  C,  horn  August  9. 
1855,  married  Arthur  X.  Wheelock,  of  Rarre,  and 
died  October  18.1880.  Erastus  Wheaton  died 
at  the  homestead,  January  21,  1800.  His  wife 
died  April  25,  1898. 

George  Erastus  Clark  Wheaton,  eldest  son  of 
Erastus  and  Xaney  Crandall  (Clark)  Wheaton, 
w  as  born  on  the  homestead,  August  10,  1841,  and 
attended  the  district  school,  after  w  hich  he  became 
a  student  at  the  Rarre  Academy.  I. ike  his  an- 
cestors, he  was  a  fanner,  and  in  time  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  homestead.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican  and  has  held,  among  other  offices, 
that  of  selectman. 

He  married.  January  1,  1866,  Alice  Mary 
Kinney,  born  September  1,  1846.  daughter  of 
LilKTty  T.  and  Caroline  Augusta  (  Wheeler)  Kin- 
ney. LilKTty  T.  Kinney  was  horn  in  Rarre,  March 
1 1,  1816.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheaton  have  one  child. 
Carrie  Alice,  born  on  the  homestead.  August  2<\ 
1867,  and  married  Elmer  Elsworth  Owen,  of 
Rarre.  Vermont.  January  1.  1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Owen  have  two  children:  Lena  Ellen,  born  De- 
cember 12,  l8<jo;  and  George  Wheaton.  born 
July  (>.  1897.  Mr.  Wheaton,  like  his  ancestors, 
has  always  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  townsmen,  and  has  been  foremost  in  every  en- 
terprise having  for  its  object  the  public  walfare. 

PHILIP  REVXOLDS  LEAVENWORTH. 

rhilip  Reynolds  Leavenworth,  of  Castleton. 
Vermont,  widely  known  as  an  able  and  successful 
educator,  is  descended  from  a  family  of  English 
origin  which  was  founded  in  America  by  Thomas 
Leavenworth,  who,  tradition  says,  emigrated  with 
two  brothers  and  settled  in  Woodbury,  Connect- 
icut, where  he  died  in  1683.  His  son.  Dr. 
Thomas,  was  l>orn  in  Woodbury.  Connecticut, 
or  possibly,  in  England,  in   1073.  and  was  a 


man  of  energy,  position  and  wealth.  From  him 
have  descended  men  of  influence,  several  of  whom 
were  physicians  of  note.  His  son,  also  called 
Thomas,  was  Ixirn  at  Stratford,  Connecticut,  and 
was  among  the  refugees  driven  by  the  Indians 
from  the  Wyoming  valley,  then  in  Connecticut, 
but  now  included  in  Pennsylvania.  He  lived  to 
be  an  octogenarian,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
den,  Connecticut. 

AIk'1  Leavenworth.  Sr..  son  of  Thomas,  third 
of  the  name,  was  born  at  Woodbury,  Connecticut. 
January  30.  1765,  and  was  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
He  built  a  mill  at  Charlotte.  Vermont,  and  settled 
there  in  the  woods.  He  married,  at  this  place. 
Xovember  29,  1791.  Lydia,  daughter  of  Elilnt 
and  Statira  (Meigs)  Rartlett.  She  was  born  in 
Guilford,  Connecticut,  in  August.  1772,  and  her 
two  grandfathers  were  the  Rev.  Moses  Rartlett, 
and  Deacon  Timothy  Meigs,  who  was  a  descend- 
ant 01"  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson.  the  first  presi- 
dent of  Vale  University.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leaven- 
worth were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Meigs,  Miner.  Lydia,  Abel.  Sabrina. 
Laura  and  Ar/a.  A1k-1  Leavenworth,  Sr..  died  in 
Middlebury.  Vermont  January  25,  1813. 

Abel  Leavenworth,  Jr.,  son  of  Abel.  Sr..  and 
Lydia  (Rartlett)  Leavenworth,  was  born  in  Char- 
lotte, Vermont.  Xoyemlier  24.  1800.  and  in  early 
life  was  a  marble  manufacturer  in  his  native  place, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Madrid,  St.  Law- 
rence county.  Xew  Vork,  where  he  remained 
twelve  years.  Tn  1844  he  returned  to  Charlotte, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and 
was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man,  though  a  good, 
substantial  citizen.  He  was  justice  of  tne  peace, 
and  captain  of  the  old  state  militia.  January  12. 
iS_»6.  he  married  Anna  Ilickok.  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Abel 
Edgar,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  2.  Lydia 
Ann.  who  married  Alfred  William  Sherman,  a 
fanner  at  Charlotte,  Vermont,  where  he  died  in 
1804.  aged  sixty-nine  years.  He  was  justice  of 
the  peace  over  thirty  years.  Their  children  are: 
Mary  Anna  who  married  William  Holmes,  and 
had  the  following  children:  William  Sherman, 
who  married  Alice  Dell  Loomis;  Edith,  who  mar- 
ried Arthur  W.  Edson  :  Estelle:  John;  Carleton  ; 
Harriet :  Alice  Pstella  :  and  Alfred.  The  other 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  are:  Lillie 
Louisa,  who  married  Frank  L.  Eastman,  a  farmer 
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of  New  Haven,  Vermont,  and  has  these  children, 
Albert  S.,  Laura,  Mary,  and  Anna  Lillie;  Harriet 
Orilla ;  I-evcrett  Abel ;  and  Alfred  Leavenworth, 
who  was  edticated  at  the  Boston  University  Law 
School,  graduating  in  1897,  and  is  practicing  law 
in  Burlington.  Vermont.  He  married,  December 
10,  iox>2,  Miss  .Mary  Edna  Cushman,  (3)  Louisa 
Miller,  who  was  formerly  a  teacher  in  Vermont 
and  Missouri,  was  for  many  years  associated  with 
her  brother,  Professor  Abel  Edgar  Leavenworth, 
and  for  eight  years  was  a  matron  of  the  Castleton 
Normal  School,  of  which  her  brother  was  prin- 
cipal. (4)  Lucy  Jane  married  Joshua  Nichols 
Alvord,  and  died  in  Decker,  Illinois,  leaving  two 
sons,  Frank  Edgar  and  Fred  Leavenworth,  who 
are  now  in  Texas.  She  was  likewise  formerly  a 
teacher  in  Vermont  and  Missouri.  (5)  Charlotte 
Laura  married  Joshua  Charles  Russell,  who  was 
formerly  a  farmer  and  carpenter  in  Illinois,  but 
died  in  Shelburne,  Vermont,  April  20,  1877.  Their 
children  are:  Florence  Louisa,  who  married  An- 
son Perkins,  and  resides  in  Brockton,  Massachu- 
setts ;  Burton  L.,  who  lives  at  Carrington,  North 
Dakota,  married  Lulu  Paige ;  Harry,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Smith,  and  resides  at  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas ;  Frederick  Edgar,  who  resides  in 
Carrington,  North  Dakota ;  Sarah  Sabrina  mar- 
ried Sylvester  S.  Tuttle  and  resides  in  Woodland, 
California;  Mary  Amy  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Leavenworth,  the  mother  of  these  children,  died 
December  19,  1849,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven. 
April  10,  1851,  Mr.  Leavenworth  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Joslyn,  nee  Alexander,  and  they  had  three 
children :  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  child- 
hood :  Amy  Janet,  who  married  Charles  Reynolds 
and  resides  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  whose 
children  are  Ellen  Mary,  Charles,  Ruth  and  Es- 
ther :  and  Ella,  who  died  at  eleven  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Leavenworth  died  in  Charlotte,  Vermont, 
May  1879. 

Abel  Edgar  Leavenworth,  eldest  child  of  Abel, 
Jr..  and  Anna  (Hickok)  Leavenworth,  was  born 
September  3,  1828,  in  Charlotte,  Vermont.  In 
his  fourth  vcar  his  father  moved  to  Madrid,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  upon  a  farm  twelve 
years.  The  son  attended  the  district  school,  and 
also  worked  upon  the  farm.  In  1844  his  father 
returned  to  Charlotte,  and  there  until  reaching  the 
ape  of  twenty-one.  the  son  worked  uj*>n  the  farm 
during  the  spring  and  autumn.    In  the  winter  he 


taught  school:  in  Charlotte,  1846-7;  Hinesburg, 
1847-8;  St.  George,  1848-50;  Monkton,  1850-51 ; 
and  Burlington,  185 1-2.  He  was  fitted  for  college 
at  Hinesburg  Academy,  entering  the  University  of 
Vermont  in  1849,  and  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Delta  Psi  fraternity  of  that  institution,  a 
member  of  the  Society  for  Religious  Inquiry,  and 
of  the  Phi  Sigma  Nu  Literary  Society.  While  in 
college  he  continued  to  teach  during  the  win- 
ters. On  account  of  an  injury  to  his  head  he 
was  advised  to  go  south,  and  became  principal  of 
the  Bolivar  Female  Academy,  in  Polk  county, 
Missouri,  which  greatly  prospered  under  his  tui- 
tion. Owing  to  the  "border  ruffian"  trouble  con- 
nected with  the  settlement  of  Kansas,  he  returned 
east  in  1855,  his  very  high  testimonials  from 
President  Worthington  Smith,  D.  D.,  endorsed 
by  ex-Governor  William  Slade,  of  Vermont,  hav- 
ing been  supplemented  by  flattering  inducements 
to  remain  in  Missouri.  In  September,  1855,  he 
became  principal  of  Hinesburg  Academy,  succeed- 
ing his  preceptor,  George  Lee  Lyman,  and  having 
declined  the  presidency  of  a  new  college  in  Iowa. 
In  1856  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
and  in  i860  that  of  Master  of  Arts.  In  1859,  as 
chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  State  Teachers 
Association,  he  established  in  connection  with  Dr. 
J.  S.  Spaulding,  of  Barre,  the  Vermont  School 
Journal.  In  i860  he  became  principal  and  pro- 
prietor of  Brattleboro  Academy,  a  boarding  and 
day  school  for  boys.  These  were  organized  into 
a  military  company,  from  whose  ranks  many  vol- 
unteers entered  the  army  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  either  as  privates  or  under  warrants  or 
commissions.  One  lost  his  life  as  color-bearer  at 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  another  was 
brigadier  general  of  the  Vermont  National  Guard, 
General  Estey,  deceased. 

I  laving  decided  to  exchange,  temporarily,  the 
life  of  an  educator  for  that  of  a  soldier,  Professor 
Leavenworth  resigned  the  principalship  of  the 
school,  at  great  pecuniary  loss,  transferred  the 
ownership  of  the  School  Journal  to  Hiram  Or- 
cutt,  LL.  D.,  and  enlisted,  May  24,  1862,  as  a  pri- 
vate, in  Company  K,  Ninth  Vermont  Infantry, 
the  earliest  date  of  enlistment  in  the  state  under 
President  Lincoln's  call  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand volunteers  Great  care  was  taken  in  recruit- 
ing this  company,  only  strong,  healthy  men  being 
accepted.  It  was  mustered  in  as  the  last  and  small- 


Digitized  by  Google 


446 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


est  company  of  the  regiment,  but  throughout  its 
service  it  was  always  one  of  the  largest  in  num- 
bers when  called  upon  for  any  duty,  and  at  the  end 
of  three  years  was  mustered  out  at  Burlington, 
thirty-three  strong,  as  the  largest  company.  July 
9,  1862.  Professor  Leavenworth  was  appointed 
first  sergeant  of  his  company,  preferring  this  po- 
sition to  the  second  lieutenancy,  that  he  might  be 
nearer  in  his  relations  to  die  men  of  his  company, 
and  the  better  learn  the  rudiments  of  the  military 
service.  At  the  riot  in  Chicago  in  the  autumn  of 
186?,  he  was  asked  from  post  headquarters  if  he 
could  furnish  thirty  men  who  would  obey  orders 
in  the  face  of  a  howling  mob.  "Yes,"  he  replied, 
"and  fifty,  if  you  desire  so  many."  Only  thirty 
were  required  for  the  service  desired,  and  his  de- 
tail won  great  credit  for  their  coolness  and  brav- 
ery in  the  trying  ordeal.  November  17,  1862,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  position  of  first  lieutenant  of 
his  company,  his  first  service  as  a  commissioned 
officer  being  the  difficult  duty  of  patrolling  the 
streets  of  Chicago  with  a  detail  in  search  of  strag- 
glers, deserters,  and  government  property,  espe- 
cially clothing,  in  the  possession  of  citizens.  The 
previous  night  the  officer  on  this  duty  had  been 
attacked  by  ruffians  of  the  city,  and  beaten  until 
left  for  dead.  The  new  lieutenant  performed  this 
duty  with  prudence  and  skill,  and  brought  out  his 
detail  entire  the  next  morning,  with  prisoners  and 
spoils,  having  fearlessly  searched  the  most  dan- 
gerous places  of  the  city.  April  1,  1863,  his  com- 
pany, with  a  few  men  from  Company  I.,  marched 
through  the  streets  of  Chicago,  under  command 
of  Captain  Lewis,  in  two  lines,  guarding  five  hun- 
dred Confederate  prisoners,  enroute  to  City  Point 
for  exchange.  Kach  man  wore  in  his  cap  a  sprig 
of  evergreen  in  honor  of  his  state.  Passing  up 
the  James  river  it  was  Lieutenant  Leavenworth's 
lot  to  parole  the  prisoners,  many  of  whom  were 
inoculated  with  smallpox,  and  nearly  every  one  of 
whom  had  to  make  his  mark.  In  May,  1864,  at 
the  siege  of  Suffolk,  Lieutenant  Leavenworth 
was  selected  to  hold,  with  his  picket  detail,  an 
advanced  post  which  was  attacked  every  night, 
and  whose  officer  had  been  slain  the  night  before. 
The  position  was  held  in  the  face  of  a  mounted 
picket  force  under  orders  not  to  bring  on  an  en- 
gagement, and  at  daylight  the  detail  were  among 
the  first  to  enter  General  Longstreet's  evacuated 
works.    June  10  Lieutenant  Leavenworth  was 


appointed  inspector  general  of  Wistar's  brigade, 
under  a  new  order  of  the  war  department  for 
monthly  inspection  of  all  troops,  by  assignment  of 
Major  General  John  A.  Dix.  In  July  he  became 
inspector  of  all  the  United  States  forces  and  forti- 
fications at  Yorktown,  Fort  Magruder,  Gloucester 
Point,  Newport  News  and  the  intermediate  sta- 
tions. He  was  continued  in  this  position  by 
Major  Generals  J.  G.  Foster  and  B.  F.  Butler, 
until  the  organization  of  the  18  A.  C,  in  May, 
1864,  under  "Baldy"  Smith,  by  whom  he  was  as- 
signed to  duty  as  inspector  of  Third  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond division,  at  the  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff,  May  2. 
During  the  last  day  of  the  fight  General  W'istar 
lent  Lieutenant  Leavenworth  to  General  W'cit- 
zell,  the  latter  having  come  into  command  of  the 
division  without  any  staff  officers.  Lieutenant 
Leavenworth  was  afterward  offered  the  position 
permanently,  but  declined.  When  orders  came 
from  General  Grant  to  General  Butler,  who  was 
closing  in  rapidly  on  Petersburg,  to  send  fifteen 
thousand  of  his  best  troops  to  General  Grant's  aid 
at  Cold  Harbor.  Lieutenant  Leavenworth,  under 
orders  to  inspect  four  regiments  in  one  day,  under 
a  hot  sun,  was  overcome  by  the  excessive  heat,  but 
kept  with  his  command  until  they  reached  the 
White  House,  whence  he  was  sent  to  the  officers' 
guard  hospital  at  Hampton,  Virginia.  In  Septem- 
ber he  returned  to  duty  as  inspector  general  of  the 
provisional  brigade  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  under 
command  of  Colonel  J.  W.  Potter.  He  inspected 
one  regiment  per  day  to  be  sent  either  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  or  the  Army  of  the  James,  until 
Butler's  forces  moved  north  of  the  James  river, 
when  Colonel  Potter  took  command  of  the  de- 
fenses between  the  James  and  Appomattox  rivers. 
In  a  fi'\x  days  the  adjutant  general  of  the  troops 
was  ordered  to  another  field,  and  Lieutenant 
Leavenworth  was  assigned  to  duty  as  both  ad- 
jutant and  inspector  general  of  the  forces.  The 
arduous  duties  of  these  two  offices  he  performed 
well  until  Deceml)or.  when,  on  the  organization  of 
the  Twenty  fourth  Army  Corps,  he  was  a]>- 
pointed  adjutant  general  of  the  Second  Brigade. 
Third  Division.  In  February  his  health  again 
gave  way,  and  he  was  sent  north  to  recruit.  April 
I  he  reported  for  duty  with  his  command,  after 
an  ahsence  from  it  of  nearly  two  years,  and  took 
command  as  captain.  April  2  he  was  in  command 
of  the  picket  line  of  his  division,  under  orders  to 
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charge  the  Confederate  works  in  front  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  General  Grant,  by  breaking  Lee's 
line  before  Petersburg,  rendered  this  unnecessary, 
and  in  the  morning  of  April  3  Captain  Leaven- 
worth led  his  forces  of  skirmishers,  in  lead  of 
General  Devens'  command,  into  Richmond,  they 
being  the  first  United  States  troops  to  go  into 
the  city.  April  4  he  returned  to  his  company, 
and  on  the  morning  of  April  5  was  summoned  to 
Richmond  by  General  \\  eitzell,  and  ordered  to  re- 
port to  the  provost  marshal  general  of  the  Army 
of  the  James  as  his  assistant  and  confidential  as- 
sociate."' This  position  he  held  until  General  Pat- 
rick, provost  marshal  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, took  charge  of  the  police  of  the  city.  At 
his  request  Captain  Leavenworth  remained  with 
him  a  week,  and,  April  29,  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Ord  to  rqiort  for  duty  as  adjutant  general  of 
the  district  of  the  Appomattox,  comprising  the 
seven  counties  lying  between  the  James  and  Ap- 
pomattox rivers.  June  7  he  was  ordered  to  re- 
join his  regiment,  which  he  did  on  June  13,  was 
mustered  out  of  sen-ice  on  that  date  at  Richmond, 
and  was  discharged  at  Burlington  about  ten  days 
later. 

After  this  long  and  arduous  experience  of  mili- 
tary life,  Professor  Leavenworth  again  took  up 
his  educational  work  as  principal  of  Hinesburg 
Academy,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  re- 
storing the  efficiency  of  the  institution  as  a  train- 
ing school  for  teachers,  manv  of  whom  became 
very  successful  in  their  calling.  He  also  fitted 
young  men  for  the  State  University,  and  received 
in  trust  for  that  institution  several  who  had  been 
"rusticated"  for  misdemeanors  until  such  time  as 
they  could  be  re-instated  at  college.  In  1868  he 
accepted  the  charge  of  the  New  Haven  Academy 
in  Addison  county,  with  fixed  salary  and  a  fixed 
residence,  which  were  pledged  by  several  financial 
men  of  the  town.  Under  his  management  the 
academy  was  re-organized,  with  three  distinct 
courses  of  study.  He  also  secured  a  fund  of 
eleven  thousand  dollars  and  the  school  was  in- 
corporated and  chartered  as  Beaman  Academy, 
being  named  in  honor  of  the  largest  donor.  Dur- 
ing his  connection  with  this  institution  he  gradu- 
ated from  it  eighty  students,  some  of  whom  have 
since  become  prominent  in  the  various  occupations 
of  life.  He  resigned  his  position  as  head  of  this 
school  in  order  to  accept  that  of  principal  of  the 


State  Normal  School  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  with 
which  he  became  connected  in  December,  1874. 
Under  his  administration  the  attendance  steadily 
increased,  the  buildings  were  doubled  in  capacity, 
and  a  permanent  fund  of  twelve  thousand  dollars 
was  secured.  During  the  period  of  his  connection 
with  the  institution  Professor  Leavenworth 
signed  certificates  of  ten  graduating  classes,  com- 
prising about  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  grad- 
uates. From  1879  to  1881  he  was  engaged  in 
general  educational  interests,  and  in  Jlay  ot  the 
latter  year  he  purchased,  by  authority  of  legis- 
lative enactment,  the  real  estate  and  personal 
property  held  by  the  corporation  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty grammar  schtx>l.  and  in  August  following  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  as  principal  of  the  Castle- 
ton  Normal  School.  This  institution  had  been, 
during  its  early  years,  the  "foster  child"  of  the 
grammar  school,  which  in  1876  had  ceased  to 
exist,  aithough  the  corporation  was  still  main- 
tained, its  members  serving  as  trustees  of  the 
normal  school.  For  sixteen  years  Professor 
Leavenworth  was  principal  of  that  school,  which 
he  conducted  by  authority  of  the  legislature,  and 
was  the  proprietor  of  the  property.  During  his 
administration  he  graduated  thirty-one  classes, 
numbering  four  hundred  and  four  from  the  lower 
course  of  study,  and  forty-five  from  the  higher 
course.  He  raised  the  standard  of  efficiency ,  im- 
proved in  every  way  possible  the  school  buildings 
and  surroundings,  placed  them  in  almost  perfect 
sanitary  condition,  beautified  the  grounds  in  a 
manner  never  before  attempted,  and  placed  the 
school  in  the  very  front  rank  of  the  educational 
institutions  of  the  state.  This  institution  was  es- 
tablished Octoln-r  15.  1787,  and  in  1887  celebrated 
its  centennial.  About  six  hundred  former  stu- 
dents were  present,  and  were  banqueted  in  a  royal 
manner  in  the  elegant  park  of  sugar  maple  and 
e'm  trees. 

i'or  twenty-live  years  Professor  Leavenworth 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Chittenden  County 
Teachers'  Association,  and  filled  every  office,  in- 
cluding the  presidency.  From  1850.  until  his  re- 
tirement ho  was  an  active  member  of  the  V  ermont 
Srate  Teachers'  Association,  and  was  its  president 
for  two  years.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Otter 
C  reek  VaHey  Teachers'  Association,  the  Vermont 
Teachers'  Club,  and  its  successor,  the  Vermont 
College  of  Teachers,  serving  each  in  different 
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offices.  He  was' one  of  the  six  teachers  selected 
by  the  state  to  examine  and  select  text  books  tor 
the  public  schools.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Vermont  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion. 

Professor  Leavenworth  married,  September 
14,  1853,  Mary  Evelina  Griggs,  of  Corning,  New 
York.  Their  children  were:  Anna  Maria,  born  at 
Bolivar,  Missouri,  August  7,  1854,  died  at  Hines- 
burg,  Vermont,  February  6,  1859;  Francis  Abel, 
born  at  Hinesburg,  May  20,  1856,  died  at  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  October  15,  1876;  Samuel  Edgar, 
born  March  6,  1858,  was  educated  at  Dcaman 
Academy  and  Randolph  State  Normal  School, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  sheep  ranch  at  Wood 
River,  Nebraska ;  Charles  Greenman,  born  Feb- 
ruary 28,  i860,  in  Hinesburg,  Vermont,  grad- 
uated at  Middlebury  College,  and  is  manager  of 
the  Cleveland  Branch  of  the  Vermont  Marble 
Company ;  William  Stowell,  born  July  28,  1862, 
in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  was  educated  at  the 
Randolph  State  Normal  School,  Castleton  Normal 
School,  and   Hamilton   College.   Clinton,  New 
York,  and  is  now  professor  of  physics  and  chem- 
istry in  Ripen  College,  Wisconsin ;  Emily  Rey- 
nolds died   Novemlier    11,  1866,  aged  sixteen 
months;   and    I*hilip   Reynolds,   mentioned  at 
length  hereinafter.    Mrs.  Leavenworth  died  at 
Randolph,  July  30,  1877,  and  Professor  Leaven- 
worth married,  August  12,  1889,  Lucy  Wads- 
worth,  of  Oswego,  New  York.    Mrs.  Leaven- 
worth is  a  daughter  of  Marcus  North  and  Julia 
(Burt)  Wadsworth,  granddaughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (North)  Wadsworth,  of  Farmington, 
Connecticut,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Ruth  (Hart)  Wadsworth.    Six  genera- 
tions of  Wadsworths  were- bom  in  Farmington. 
Connecticut,  in  the  same  house.    The  first  of  the 
name  to  seek  a  home  in  America  was  William 
Wadsworth,  who  was  born  in   England  about 
1(100,  and  was  one  of  the  Hooker  colony  to  emi- 
grate to  Hartford.  Connecticut,  being  one  of  the 
founders  of  that  city,  and  a  man  high  in  the  com- 
munity, holding  many  positions  of  trust.  His 
son  John  removed  from  Hartford  to  Farmington, 
Connecticut.    He  was  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  inlhiential  men  of  his  day.  served  in  the  state 
senate  of  C  onnecticut,  and  was  on  duty  there 
when  his  brother  Joseph  seized  the  charter  am) 
placed  it  in  the  oak.    He  married  Sarah  Stanley, 
of,  Hartford,  in  1662.  and  his  death  occurred  in 


Farmington  in  i68y.  His  son  William  was  the 
next  in  line  of  descent.  Mrs.  Leavenworth's  ma- 
ternal ancestors,  the  Burt  family,  were  founders 
of  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Henry  Burt  emi- 
grated from  England  in  1635  on  the  ship  James, 
lived  four  years  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  and 
then  removed  to  Agawam,  now  Springfield.  He 
was  a  prominent  public  man  and  a  perfect  type  of 
a  Puritan.  In  cases  of  emergency  he  conducted 
religious  services.  He  died  April  30,  1662,  at 
Springfield.  His  son  David  born  in  England,  was 
the  first  white  man  in  Northampton.  Benjamin 
Bun  and  his  wife  were  among  the  ninety  captives 
taken  to  Canada  from  Decrfield,  Massachusetts, 
when  that  place  was  attacked  by  the  Indians.  Mrs. 
Leavenworth,  previous  to  her  marriage,  was  a 
teacher.  She  belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
Vermont. 

In  the  spring  of  1892  Professor  Leavenworth 
was  stricken  with  paralysis,  hut  he  continued, 
with  the  help  of  his  son  Philip  Reynolds  Leaven- 
worth, who  at  that  time  became  his  assistant,  and 
with  the  aid  of  his  teachers,  td  direct  the  work  of 
the  •-chool.  His  health,  however,  continued  to  de- 
cline, and  after  some  years  he  resigned  his  posi- 
tion and  retired  wholly  from  active  labor.  He 
died  in  June.  lyoi.  The  funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Congregational  church  at  Castttton, 
and  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  F.  B.  Hyde,  as- 
sisted by  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Barrett,  of  Gilbertville, 
Massachusetts,  who  delivered  a  touching  and  well 
merited  eulogy  on  the  life,  character  and  work  of 
his  deceased  friend.  The  casket  was  covered  with 
flowers  and  draped  with  the  United  States  tlag. 
The  church  was  filled,  all  portions  of  the  state 
being  represented,  and  throughout  the  city  busi- 
ness was  generally  suspended.  The  services  at 
the  grave  were  conducted  according  to  the  ritual 
of  the  Grand  Army.  All  classes  of  the  community 
united  in  honoring  the  memory  of  a  man  who. 
during  a  life  of  distinguished  ability,  usefulness 
and  devotion,  had  earnestly  and  faithfully  served 
his  country,  his  state,  and  humanity. 

Philip  Reynolds  Leavenworth,  youngest  child 
of  Abel  Edgar  and  Mary  Evelina  (Griggs) 
Leavenworth,  was  horn  in  Hinesburg.  Vermont. 
February  18,  181.7,  ani'  attended  the  Randolph 
Normal  School,  and  later  the  Castleton  Normal 
School,  graduating  from  the  first  course  of  study 
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in  1884.  and  from  the  second  in  1892.  lie  was 
prepared  for  college  at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy 
and  the  Woodstock  (Vermont)  high  school.  He 
pursued  the  classical  course  at  Yale  University 
for  four  years,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1892, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Immediately 
upon  graduating  he  became  associated  with  his 
father  as  assistant  principal  and  business  manager 
of  the  Castlelon  Normal  School,  remaining  in  that 
capacity  until  1897,  when  he  was  appointed  prin- 
cipal. The  wisdom  of  his  selection  has  been 
demonstrated  by  the  work  of  the  school.  Pro- 
fessor Leavenworth  served  for  ten  years  as  a 
member  of  Company  D,  Vermont  National 
Guard,  at  St.  Johnsbury,  and  later  belonged  to 
Company  A.  at  Rutland.  In  1902  he  was  elected 
senator  from  Rutland  county.  He  has  attended 
as  delegate  nearly  all  the  state  and  congressional 
conventions  of  the  Republican  party  for  the  last 
decade.  Professor  Leavenworth  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Educators'  Association,  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Education,  the  New  Englanu 
School  Superintendents'  Association,  the  New 
England  Normal  School  Council  of  the  National 
Educational  Association,  and  the  Schoolmaster's 
Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Vermont  Historical  So- 
ciety. He  is  a  member  of  Lee  Lodge  No.  30,  F. 
&:  A.  M.,  Poultney  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M., 
Poultncy  Council  No  10,  Killington  Commandery, 
K.  T.,  and  the  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
served  as  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the 
fourth  Masonic  district  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Vermont.  He  is  eligible  for  membership  in  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  and  chairman  of  the  exec- 
utive committee  of  the  society. 

Professor  Leavenworth  married  October  6, 
1807,  Sarah  Theodosia,  daughter  of  George  Al- 
len, of  Hadley,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Leaven- 
worth was  a  graduate  of  Smith  College  in  the 
class  of  1894,  afterward  taught  in  the  Castleton 
Normal  School,  and  later  in  Fitchburg  and  North 
Adams  high  schools.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

COLONEL  JOSEPH  HIRAM  GOULDING. 

Colonel  Joseph  Hiram  Goulding  in  a  worthy 
descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  English  fam- 
ily, who  spelled  their  name  Goolding.    Tin's  is 
aex 


an  English  name  and  pronounced  Goolding  in 
distinction  from  Golding,  a  name  common  to  the 
Celtic  Irish.  It  was  originally  located  and  bor- 
rowed from  Goulding  on  the  borders  of  Wales, 
anciently  Gouldingham,  derived  from  goal  (a 
bound)  and  ham  (a  hamlet  or  town),  but  re- 


COLONEL  JOSEPH  HIRAM  COULDING. 

Heved  of  the  last  syllable  before  the  first  publica- 
tion of  a  catalogue  of  English  towns.  It  is  not 
to  be  found  in  Doomsday  Book,  but  occurs  in 
Rehcmier's  "Foedera,"  in  Ihirke's  "History  of 
the  Peerage"  ami  on  the  early  roll  of  Parliament. 
Alanus  de  Gouldingham  is  mentioned  in  1302; 
John  Goldynton  (Borderingtown)  in  1327,  and 
Thomas  Goldyng  in  1345.  In  1514  John  Guidon 
was  a  member  of  Parliament  from  Cornwall,  and 
must  have  been  a  knight.  In  15 19  Thomas 
Goulding.  clerk,  with  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  was 
appointed  executor  to  the  will  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  and  September  27,  1641,  Edward  Goulding 
was  created  a  baronet. 

Of  the  Gouidings  who  appeared  early  in  this 
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country  was  Rev.  William,  minister  of  Bermuda, 
who  attended  the  Thursday  lecture  in  Boston,  No- 
vember 5,  1646.  Peter  Goulding  was  of  Boston 
in  1665.  Captain  Roger  Goulding,  master  of  a 
vessel,  was  of  Rhode  Island  in  1676,  and  rendered 
eminent  services  in  King  Philip's  war,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  which  the  court  of  Plymouth 
granted  him  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Pocas- 
set.  east  of  Mount  Hope  bay.  John  Golldin  was 
of  Huntington,  Long  Island,  1683.  Joseph  and 
William  Goulding  were  the  same  year  of  Graves 
End,  Long  Island,  and  owners  of  land  and  stock. 
Jacob  Goulding  and  wife,  Elizabeth,  had  Jacob, 
born  at  Boston  January  11,  1699.  and  are  no  far- 
there  reported.  George  Goulding  was  of  Wes- 
terly, Rhode  Island,  1738-9. 

Circumstances  favor  the  belief  that  Peter 
Goulding,  born  in  England  in  1635  and  who  died 
October  11,  1703,  was  the  brother  of  the  valiant 
Captain  Roger,  and  originally  from  Shepham,  six 
miles  from  Norwich,  England,  and  a  descendant 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Goulding,  co-executor  with  the 
bishop  of  Norwich :  yet  nothing  reliable  on  either 
point  has  been  ascertained.  He  settled  in  Boston 
as  a  saddler,  and  he  often  acted  as  an  attorney 
in  the  court  of  sessions.  No  record  exists  of  his 
admission  to  either  of  the  churches,  or  to  his 
taking  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  he  must  be  ex- 
cepted in  the  list  of  Puritans,  not  more  for  his 
nan -profession  and  late  arrival,  than  from  his 
will  and  failure  to  impress  traits  of  Puritanism 
upon  his  descendants. 

He  must  have  been,  however,  a  man  of  moral- 
ity and  latent,  and  of  rare  enterprise  and  courage, 
and  by  his  marriage  connected  with  the  aristoc- 
racy of  the  colony.  In  1667  he  was  in  Virginia. 
October  21.  1670,  he  acted  as  attorney  to  Joseph 
Dcakin,  01  Boston,  in  a  suit  against  Thomas  Jen- 
ner.  mariner,  for  the  recovery  of  a  negro  slave, 
to  the  sale  of  whom,  three  years  before  in  Vir- 
ginia, he  testified,  and  again,  September  10,  1672, 
to  Henry  Harris  and  Richard  Travis  in  an  action 
against  Thomas  Edsell. 

In  1675  he  was  engaged  for  Edward  Nichel- 
sun  and  Mathew  Bridge,  who  as  his  assignees, 
had  sued  Thomas  Edsell.  (Rec.  of  court  of  sessi- 
ons.) September,  1671,  in  the  court  of  assistants, 
he  acted  as  sub-attorney  for  Thomas  Bullock  and 
wife,  of  Shepham,  Norfolk  county,  England,  in 
a  suit  against  John  Checklev,  of  Hoston,  which 


was  carried  before  the  general  court  at  their  ses- 
sion October.  i<>7-2,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiffs.    (Suffolk  Deeds.) 

From  his  admission  to  these  several  courts 
and  the  standing  of  some  of  his  employers,  it  is 
evident  that  he  was  for  his  day  a  real  lawyer  and 
an  advocate  of  ability.  His  chirography  was 
without  vanity,  plain  and  most  beautiful,  and 
must  have  been  acquired  in  some  favored  school 
of  England,  for  in  style  it  was  more  than  a  gen- 
eration in  advance  of  his  New  England  contem- 
poraries. But  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  were 
not  always  to  his  mind,  and  he  was  too  independ- 
ent to  avoid  collision  with  their  honors.  He  was 
prosecuted  and  fined  for  charges  that  he  had  di- 
vulged against  the  court  and  clerk  of  Suffolk 
county.  In  consequence  of  this  he,  October  18, 
1681.  addressed  a  complaint  and  petition  to  the 
general  court,  who.  instead  of  affording  him  re- 
lief, hastily  sentenced  him  to  make  a  public  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  fault  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  or  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  colony,  and  to  stand  committed 
until  the  sentence  should  be  performed.  The 
court,  however,  as  if  conscious  of  rashness,  sud- 
denly bacame  more  tolerant  and  so  far  satisfied 
with  an  ambiguous  acknowledgment,  if  it  was 
any  at  all,  as  to  resolve  that  "at  the  petitioner's 
request  this  sentence,  as  to  the  fine  and  the  j>eti- 
lioner's  acknowledgment,  respited  till  the  next 
general  court  of  sessions  that  comes  first." 
W  e  hear  nothing  more  of  the  case.  The  occur- 
rence not  improbably  caused  him  to  remove  from 
Boston,  for  on  the  nth  of  April  following,  before 
the  next  session  of  the  general  court,  he  bought 
of  Isaac  Negus,  oi  Taunton,  two  hundred  acres 
north  of  .Merrimack  river  on  a  branch  of  Bcvcr 
creek.  It  is  not  known  that  he  attempted  a  settle- 
ment here,  yet  it  is  highly  probable;  and  if  so. 
that  he  was  again  induced  to  remove  by  the  prev- 
alence of  witchcraft  at  that  time  among  his 
neighbors, 

A  second  attempt  to  settle  Quinsigamond 
(Worcester)  was  undertaken  in  1083.  and  lie 
purchased  a  town  right  of  Thomas  Ball  ami  prob- 
ably took  up  his  residence  there  until  the  settle- 
ment wa»  a  second  time  broken  up.  By  this  right 
he,  at  the  first  division  of  lands,  drew  five  plant- 
ing lots  of  ten  acres  each  for  a  homestead  when? 
the  city  of  Worcester  now  stands,  and  at  the  sec- 
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end  division  seventy-nine  acres  and  at  the  third 
time  the  same,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres, 
to  which  his  son  Palmer,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
two  brothers,  revived  a  claim  in  1713,  which  was 
allowed.  Besides  this  town  right  he  became  the 
owner  of  three  thousand  and  twenty  acres  at  As- 
sanamesset  (Grafton),  which  seems  to  have  been 
included  in  the  south  part  of  Worcester.  About 
1694  the  settlers  of  Worcester  were  again  dis- 
persed, and  Peter  Goulding  appeared  at  Sudbury, 
where  he  died  October  11,  1703,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.   He  was  bom  in  England  about  1635. 

September  4,  1694,  he  was  appointed  guardian 
of  Mary  Eagins  (  or  Higgins),  daughter  of  John 
Eagins  (or  Higgins),  late  of  Boston.  This  indi- 
cates that  he  had  been  restored  to  his  civil  rights 
by  the  court. 

COPY  OF  1I1S  WILL. 

I,  Peter  Goulding,  of  Sudbury,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  in  the  province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts bay,  in  northeast,  gentlemen,  being  in  good 
health  and  sound  memory  and  understanding,  do 
make  and  publish,  and  declare  this  instrument  to 
be  my  last  will  and  testament,  as  first  followcth : 
1  freely  and  willingly  yield  and  give  up  my  soul 
to  God,  who  gave  it,  trusting,  hoping  and  pray- 
ing that  it  may  be  saved  in,  by  and  through  the 
meritorious  death  and  passion  of  Jesus  Christ, 
who  died  for  the  same  and  in  hopes  of  my  resur- 
rection unto  life  with  Him.  And  my  body  I  com- 
mit unto  the  earth  from  whence  it  came,  therein 
to  be  decently  buried  by  my  executrix  herein 
named,  the  expense  thereof  not  amounting  to 
more  than  forty  shillings. 

And  my  small  estate  that  God  has  given  me 
I  do  give  and  bequeath  as  followcth: 

L'nto  my  loving  daughter,  Martha  Smith,  the 
wife  of  John  Smith,  of  Hadley,  I  do  give  one 
piece  of  eight,  and  tlo  entreat  her  and  her  good 
husband  to  accept  of  the  same  (God  having 
triven  them  a  good  estate),  who  never  displeased 
me  worth  the  remembrance. 

l'nto  Elizabeth,  ye  wife  of  William  Jenison. 
of  Sudbury,  I  give  one  shilling,  or  the  value 
thereof,  and  no  more,  she  having  had  higher 
keeping  than  the  rest,  and  much  out  of  my  little 
at  her  niarriage ;  ami  I  believe  and  partly  know 
from  her  own  mouth  she  hath  sought  the  ruin  of 
me  ami  my  poor  family  in  this  life. 

Unto  my  eldest  son,  Windsor,  I  do  give  and 
forgive  and  acquit  him  of  all  that  he  oweth  me 
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and  do  request  him  to  be  contented  therewith  and 
with  what  my  executrix  will  give  him. 

Unto  my  son,  John  Goulding,  I  give  one 
piece  of  eight  as  a  token  of  my  love  and  do  en- 
treat him  to  accqH  of  the  same  unto  full  content- 
ment and  with  what  more  his  mother  will  give 
him.  And  God  hath  already  given  him  by  honest 
labor  and  means  an  estate  surmounting  mine. 

Unto  my  sons  Thomas,  Peter  and  Palmer  I 
give  all  the  real  estate  I  shall  die  legally  possessed 
of  after  the  decease  of  my  executrix,  unto  them, 
each  one,  an  equal  proportion  for  quantity  and 
quality  consideration  being  had,  and  unto  each  of 
their  heirs  forever. 

Unto  my  daughters  Sarah,  Jane,  Mercy,  Abi- 
gale  ami  Arabella  I  tlo  give  unto  each  of  them  one 
good  cow,  not  above  six  years  old,  as  each  of  them 
shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  arc 
married  sooner  with  the  approbation  of  their 
mother,  Sarah,  my  executrix. 

AH  the  remainder  of  my  estate  (my  just 
debts  being  first  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid)  I 
give  unto  my  loving  and  beloved  wife,  Sarah 
Goulding.  during  her  natural  life,  and  afterward 
unto  all  cr  any  of  my  sons  and  daughters  as  unto 
her  shall  seem  best  to  bequeath  the  same  by  wilt. 
And,  lastly,  1  do  make  and  appoint  my  said  wife 
sole  executrix  of  this,  my  last  will  and  testament. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  put  my  hand 
and  seal  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  in  the  2nd  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lady  of  England, 
Queen  Anne  (April,  1703). 

(SEAL)         PETER  GOULD  I XG. 

Witnessed  by  Thomas  and  Hopestill  Brown, 
Samuel  King  and  Thomas  Brintwall.  and  pro- 
Iwted  November  8,  1703. 

His  estate  consisted  of  lands  at  Grafton  and 
Worcester,  ami  the  usual  personal  property  of  a 
farmer  at  Sudbury  was  appraised  at  265  pounds 
seventeen  shillings.  His  pewter  and  brass  furni- 
ture was  valued  at  ten  pounds.  His  stock  con- 
sisted of  twenty-three  swine,  three  cows,  one 
heifer,  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  eight  steers. 

He  seems  to  liavc  been  living  in  Sudbury, 
waiting  an  opportunity  to  reoccupy  his  homestead 
at  Worcester,  and  had  already  waited  nine  years. 
During  this  time  he  probably  returned  to  his 
trade,  uniting  therewith  shoemaker,  for  one  of  his 
sons,  who  must  have  grown  up  in  the  interim, 
was  early  styled  cordwainer,  and  others  saddler, 
and  his  youngest  lived  in  Sudbury  as  a  cord- 
wainer twenty  years  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows : 
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Palmer,  fifteenth  child  of  Peter,  born  1695, 
died  February  11,  1814;  Ignatius,  seventh  child 
of  Palmer,  born  September  6,  1734,  died  Novem- 
ber 5,  1814 :  John  Rice,  third  child  of  Ignatius, 
born  November  12,  1762,  died  December  13, 
1812,  married  Ruth  Webb,  of  Worcester,  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Webb,  who  lived  in  Cape  Cod  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  "History  of  Cape 
Cod,  Massachusetts,"  volume  1,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing: "George  Webb  with  others  being  sum- 
moned to  court  to  give  reason  for  not  taking  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  government,  professed  'that 
they  held  it  unlawful  to  take  the  oath.'  "  George 
Webb  engaged  to  depart  the  government,  and  we 
find  in  the  history  of  Holden,  Massachusetts,  that 
he  came  to  that  town  with  his  family  about  the 
time  the  war  began  or  a  short  time  afterwards. 

Captain  Webb  was  the  only  commissioned 
officer  in  the  continental  service  from  the  town. 
He  was  a  fearless  soldier  and  a  high-spirited  offi- 
cer. Whenever  an  enterprise  requiring  bravery 
and  skill  was  to  be  undertaken  Washington  and 
Lafayette  knew  him  to  be  a  man  to  their  minds. 
The  following  letter  from  Lafayette  to  Captain 
Webb  was  found  among  his  papers: 

Milton,  May  15,  1781. 
My  Dear  Sir — Your  successful  scarmish  has 
afforded  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  I  request 
you  will  recei\e  yourself  and  present  your  com- 
pany my  best  thanks  on  the  occasion.  Major 
Jicks  is  requested  to  exert  himself  in  finding  out 
the  position,  size  and  number  of  long  boat  Helen 
— lie  either  at  City  Point  or  in  the  Appamattox 
river.  The  taking  of  these  boats  is  a  more  desir- 
able object  and  would  produce  good  effects  of  a 
very  extensive  nature.  But  I  cannot  give  orders 
as  the  capture  depends  upon  the  uncertain  situa- 
tion of  local  circumstances.  Should  you  think  it 
advisable  to  undertake,  precaution  must  be  taken 
to  have  your  retreat  secured  at  all  events.  In 
case  the  enterprise  is  not  executed  to-night,  I 
wish  you  will  return  with  your  company  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening,  and  if  you  have  any  object 
in  view  vou  will  repair  here  to-morrow  with  the 
boats.  With  the  most  sincere  esteem,  vours. 

LAFAYETTE. 

Tradition  says  that  General  Lafayette  saw 
and  recognized  Captain  Webb  in  Worcester  when 
he  made  his  second  visit  to  this  country. 

Joseph  Goulding,  grandfather  of  Colonel 
Goulding,  was  the  first  child  of  John  Rice 


and  Ruth  (Webb)  Goulding,  and  was  born  in 
Phillipston,  Massachusetts,  June  8,  1785.  After 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
he  learned  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  was  a 
thorough  and  efficient  mechanic;  he  was  one  of 
three  brothers  who  were  mechanics  and  builders, 
and  removed  to  Potsdam,  New  York,  where  he 
remained  some  years,  subsequently  locating  in 
Keeseville,  where  he  built  a  foundry  which  he 
operated  successfully  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  18,  1852.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lydia  Millen,  was  born  in  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  and  was  the  mother  of 
six  children. 

James  Marshall  Goulding,  father  of  Colonel 
Goulding,  second  child  of  Joseph  and  Lydia 
Goulding.  was  born  August  25,  1805,  at  Phil- 
lipston, Massachusetts;  he  was  indebted  to  the 
common  schools  of  Potsdam  and  Keeseville,  New 
York,  for  his  education,  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  for  some  time  in  Canada  as  a 
millwright.  Afterwards  he  became  an  iron- 
molder  or  foundryman,  working  in  Troy,  New 
York,  and  later  in  Potsdam  for  many  years. 
Having  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence 
he  was  enabled  to  retire  from  the  active  duties 
of  commercial  life,  and  the  last  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  the  home  of  Colonel  Goulding 
in  Rutland,  where  he  died  March  9,  1878. 

While  a  resident  of  Troy,  Mr.  Goulding  was 
a  member  of  a  crack  artillery  company,  in  which 
he  took  an  active  interest;  after  his  removal  to 
Potsdam  he  took  charge  of  the  cannon  of  the 
town,  which  he  fired  upon  all  public  occasions 
for  many  years.  His  skill  with  a  muzzle-load- 
ing field-piece  was  frequently  shown  by  his 
firing  salutes  with  a  single  gun  at  twenty-second 
intervals,  or  three  times  per  minute.  Mr.  Gould- 
ing married  Miss  Amanda  Sanford,  born  in 
Hincsburg.  Vermont,  March  12,  1807,  died  Au- 
gust 13,  1876,  daughter  of  Solomon  Noble  and 
Anna  Lock  wood  Sanford,  who  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children.  The  brothers  of  Mrs.  Goulding 
were  excellent  marksmen,  and  in  company  with 
their  neighbors  volunteered  in  1812  and  served 
with  distinction  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  as 
sharpshooters.  Mrs.  Goulding  was  then  but 
seven  years  old,  and  accompanied  her  mother 
and  other  women  neighbors,  whose  sons  and 
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husbands  were  engaged  in  the  battle,  to  a  hill 
where  they  listened  all  day  to  the  roar  of  the  can- 
non, as  the  tide  of  conflict  ebbed  and  flowed, 
apprehensive  of  the  results  to  those  so  dear  to 
them. 

Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goulding:  Charles  Noble,  who  followed  the 
vocation  of  clerk,  going  west  and  in  1861,  en- 
listing in  the  famous  twenty-third  Ohio  Regi- 
ment, which  bore  upon  its  rolls  the  names  of  so 
many  distinguished  men.  He  was  early  pro- 
moted and  commissioned  upon  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral W.  S.  Rosecrans,  and  finally  became  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  and  chief  quartermaster  on  the 
staff  of  General  Pope ;  he  was  captured  and  con- 
fined in  Libby  Prison  and  after  his  release  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  army.  He  was 
then  appointed  United  States  consul  to  Hong 
Kong,  China,  subsequently  returned  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 

Colonel  Joseph  Hiram  Goulding,  second  son 
•of  James  Marshall  and  Amanda  (San ford) 
Goulding,  was  born  at  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence 
county.  New  York,  June  8,  1842;  educated  at 
St,  I.awrence  Academy,  New  York,  and  Willis- 
ton  (Vermont)  Academy  and  Norwich  Uni- 
versity, Vermont,  being  ordered,  while  a  cadet 
at  the  latter  institution  in  August,  1863,  for  ex- 
amination before  a  board  in  Washington  of 
which  General  Silas  Casey  was  president,  with 
a  view  to  being  appointed  into  the  military  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States.  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  September,  1863,  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Sixth 
Regiment,  United  States  Colored  Troops,  In- 
fantry, reporting  for  duty  at  Camp  William 
Penn,  near  Philadelphia,  to  General  Louis  Wag- 
ner, now  past  commander  in  chief  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  Lieutenant  Goulding  served 
with  his  regiment  on  the  Peninsula  during  the 
winter  of  1863-4,  nominally  camped  at  York- 
town,  but  actually  marching  and  raiding  nearly 
all  the  time. 

In  May,  1864,  when  the  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps  was  organized  and  officers  were  selected 
for  staff  duty,  he  was  detailed  by  orders  emanat- 
ing from  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe,  Vir- 


ginia, General  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  commanding, 
as  ambulance  officer  and  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master, and  served  continuously  thereafter  as 
such  in  the  Eighteenth,  Twenty-fifth  and  Tenth 
(Terry's)  Army  Corps,  in  the  armies  of  the 
James  and  the  Ohio.  While  in  the  Eighteenth 
Corps  he  acted  as  ambulance  corps  adjutant,  and 
although  repeated  requests  were  made  for  his 
return  for  duty  to  his  regiment,  they  were  in- 
variably refused  on  account  of  his  usefulness  in 
this  staff  duty. 

At  one  time,  while  absent  on  a  southern  ex- 
pedition, he  was  relieved  and  ordered  to  his 
regiment,  but  upon  his  return,  and  General  Terry 
being  made  cognizant  of  the  order,  he  was  im- 
mediately re-detailed,  General  Terry's  adjutant 
general  dictating  the  order  while  in  the  saddle, 
that  Lieutenant  Goulding  might  continue  in  this 
particular  service.  His  command  was  engaged 
at  Petersburg,  June  15,  1864,  again  at  Peters- 
burg, the  Mine,  July  30,  1864,  New  Market 
Heights,  Virginia,  September  29,  1864,  Fair 
Oaks,  Virginia,  October  27,  1864,  the  expeditions 
against  Fort  Fisher,  North  Carolina,  December, 
1864,  and  January,  1865,  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  North 
Carolina,  January,  1865,  Sherman's  march  on 
Raleigh  and  General  loe  lohnston's  surrender, 
1865. 

He  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  May 
6,  1865,  and  mustered  out  of  service  with  his 
regiment  at  Philadelphia,  September  20,  1865. 

The  engagements  in  which  his  command  par- 
ticipated were  among  the  most  sanguinary,  in 
comparison  to  the  numbers  engaged,  of  the  war. 
That  of  New  Market  Heights  was  a  brilliant 
charge  upon  earth  works  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  brigade  and  especially  his  own  regiment, 
the  Sixth  United  States  Colored  Infantry,  made 
one  of  the  largest  recorded  percentages  in  killed 
and  wounded  ever  suffered  by  any  command, 
particularly  as  to  officers  lost. 

At  Fair  Oaks,  Colonel,  then  Lieutenant  Gould- 
ing had,  with  his  ambulance  corps,  charge  of  the 
removal  of  the  wounded  from  the  field,  and 
pursued  his  work  regardless  of  the  fact  that  our 
forces  had  been  withdrawn  and  night  was  at 
hand.  His  stretcher  men,  working  under  his  per- 
sonal supervision,  were  some  of  them  captured 
by  the  enemy,  and  only  after  a  peremptory  order, 
sent  by  General  Weitzel,  whose  messenger  found 
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the  rescuing  party  far  outside  our  lines,  and  under 
heavy  fire,  did  ho  recall  his  men  and  rejoin  the 
command  already  on  their  retreat.  This  was 
held  by  his  fellow  officers  at  the  time  to  be  one 
of  tl»e  pluckiest  endeavors  of  that  campaign,  and 
it  resulted  in  saving  from  prison  and  death  many 
of  the  men  who  wore  the  blue. 

The  night  marches  under  Sherman  in  the 
Carolinas  called  for  all  the  bravery,  skill  and  en- 
durance imaginable,  fighting  fire  in  the  pitch 
pine  forests,  bridging  the  quicksand  quagmires 
and  dodging  the  raiders  of  the  enemy,  being 
common  occurrences. 

Returning  to  Vermont,  he  settled  in  Rutland, 
where  he  joined  Roberts  Post,  Department  of 
Vermont,  Grind  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  1868, 
when  it  was  organized ;  was  post  adjutant  to  Post 
Commander  \V.  G.  Veazey  in  1869,  1870  and 
1 871,  served  as  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the 
department  two  terms,  1872  and  1873,  when  Com- 
rade Veazev  was  the  department  commander ; 
was  on  the  department  council  of  administration 
1875-6-7;  was  elected  department  commander  in 
1880  and  again  in  1881,  repeatedly  represented 
the  department  in  the  national  encampment,  at 
one  of  which  he  and  one  other  only  from  Ver- 
mont were  present ;  was  a  member  of  the  national 
council  of  administration  in  1872  and  1873.  On 
August  14.  1890,  at  the  national  encampment  held 
in  Boston,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  general  of 
the  order  by  Commander-in-Chief  Veazey,  and 
was  sworn  in  by  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Dcvens.  His  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  adjutant  general's  department  of  this  great 
order  has  been  very  widely  commended,  and  to 
his  untiring  efforts,  zeal  and  intelligence,  in  no 
small  degree,  was  the  splendid  record  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Vcazey's  administration  made 
one  of  the  notable  features  of  the  history  of  the 
order. 

He  is  a  member  of  C.  B.  Lawton  Post  No. 
44,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Wilmington,  Vermont,  a  member 
by  virtue  of  being  a  past  department  commander, 
of  the  department  and  national  encampments,  a 
very  large  number  of  which  he  has  attended,  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  has  for  years  been 
appointed  aide  in  charge  of  military  and  patriotic 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  of  Vermont,  by 
successive  commanders-in-chief  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 


He  designed  the  stained  glass  window  in  the 
Soldiers'  Memorial  Hall  at  Rutland,  Vermont,  a 
marble  structure  that  is  one  of  the  most  unique 
memorials  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 

In  August,  1873,  he  acted  as  adjutant  general 
of  the  First  Vermont  Soldiers'  reunion  at  Rut- 
land— an  occasion  which  was  the  largest  gather- 
ing of  its  kind  ever  held  in  the  state,  the  men 
numbering  several  thousand  and  coming  all  or- 
ganized into  companies,  battalions  and  brigades, 
properly  officered,  and  enlisted  for  three  days. 
This  is  claimed  to  have  been  the  first  soldiers' 
reunion,  as  distinguished  from  officers'  reunions, 
held  after  the  war ;  the  thought,  organization  and 
details  were  all  worked  out  by  him.  In  Au- 
gust, 1876,  he  was  the  adjutant  general  of  the 
Bennington  Centennial  Celebration,  in  which  the 
states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont  joined,  all  sending  militia  as  well  as 
civil  representatives  and  many  citizens,  and  the 
whole  forming  what  the  press  of  the  day  called 
"A  quart  procession  in  a  pint  town."  He  pre- 
pared special  maps  of  the  route,  the  grounds 
and  the  town  for  the  use  of  the  officers  connected 
with  the  parade,  and  fully  sustained  his  reputa- 
tion for  ability  in  such  matters. 

He  has  also  for  many  years  been  a  companion 
of  the  military  order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  an  or- 
ganization composed  wholly  of  commissioned  of- 
ficers serving  during  the  war  of  the  reliellion, 
and  which  was  founded  before  the  close  of  that 
war,  upon  about  the  same  lines  as  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  society  of  the  Cincinnati  eldest  son* 
being  eligible  to  meml>crship  of  the  second  class 
and  succeeding  their  fathers  in  the  first  class  by 
inheritance  as  deaths  occur.  Colonel  GouMmcr 
was  junior  vice-commander  of  the  Vermont  Com- 
mandery  in  1899  and  senior  vice-commander  in 
1900. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  Social  Lodge  No.  38. 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Wilmington.  Ver- 
mont, of  which  he  has  l)eeii  for  years  secretary  :  he 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Fort  Dummer  Chap- 
ter Xo.  12.  and  a  Knight  Templar  in  Bcausant 
Commandcry  Xo.  7,  of  Brattleboro.  Vermont,  and 
a  noble  of  Mt.  Sinai  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine 
of  Montpelier. 

Governor  John  L.  Barstow.  of  Vermont.  in 
1882  appointed  him  colonel  and  chief  of  staff  for 
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the  years  1882  and  1883.  He  was  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Rutland  in  1869  compiler  of  its  military 
records,  covering  the  service  rendered  by  the  men 
going  from  what  are  now  the  towns  of  Rutland, 
West  Rutland  and  Proctor  and  the  city  of  Rut- 
land. This  work  was  published  at  the  joint  ex- 
pense of  the  three  towns  and  was  characterized 
as  a  most  valuable  as  well  as  creditable  publica- 
tion. 

He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Levi  K.  Ful- 
ler in  October,  1892,  secretary  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary affairs  of  the  state  of  Vermont  for  two  years, 
for  which  office  his  previous  training  had  admir- 
ably fitted  him,  and  in  which  he  scored  another 
marked  success.  The  administration  of  Governor 
Fuller  in  many  respects  is  rated  as  one  of  the  Ix-st 
the  state  has  ever  had,  in  late  years  at  least,  and 
the  services  of  his  secretary  have  been  justly 
called,  by  many,  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
therein. 

At  commencement  in  June,  1893,  Norwich 
University,  his  college,  conferred  u|M>n  Colonel 
Goulding  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  the  trus- 
tees of  the  institution  holding  that  his  leaving  his 
class  to  graduate  at  the  front  in  time  of  war 
ought  not  to  bar  him  from  a  place  among  the 
alumni  of  that  institution. 

His  business  career  may  be  briefly  summar- 
ized as  follows:  After  settling  in  Rutland  in  the 
fall  of  1865  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rut- 
land Railroad  in  the  general  freight  and  transpor- 
tation department,  having  charge  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  road  with  the  quar- 
termaster's department  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment for  some  time;  he  afterwards  became 
secretary  to  the  president  of  the  company,  a  place 
he  held  for  years.  He  audited  the  vouchers  of 
United  States  Pension  Agent  Barstow  at  Bur- 
lington and  drew  the  checks  for  the  payment  of 
the  same  for  many  periodical  terms,  thousands 
in  number  and  millions  of  dollars  in  the  aggre- 
gate. In  1881  he  was  made  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Dorset  Marble  Company  and  so  con- 
tinued till  its  amalgamation  into  the  Producers" 
Marble  Company :  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Rut- 
land Savings  Bank,  and  later  was  appointed  as- 
sistant postmaster  of  the  city  of  Rutland,  having 
entire  charge  of  its  financial  matters  and  business, 
which  position  he  resigned  in  the  summer  of  1892 


to  enter  the  service  of  Colonel  (soon  afterwards 
Governor)  Levi  K.  Fuller.  Upon  the  termina- 
tion of  that  term  of  office  he  came  to  Wilming- 
ton, where  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Wil- 
mington Savings  Bank  in  January,  1895,  which 
place  he  has  held  by  repeated  unanimous  elec- 
tions since.  The  business  of  the  bank  has  largely 
increased  since  he  became  connected  with  it.  and 
it  ranks  high  among  the  safe,  conservative  insti- 
tutions of  the  kind  in  the  state.  While,  of  cours.*, 
not  among  the  largest,  yet,  in  point  of  safety  and 
stability,  it  is  called  second  to  none. 

August  18,  1863,  Colonel  Goulding  married 
Miss  F ranees  E.  Pease  at  Norwich,  Vermont. 
She  was  born  in  Pittsford,  Vermont,  August  13, 
1843,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Aaron  G.  Pease  and  a 
niece  of  President  Calvin  Pease,  of  the  University 
of  Vermont,  at  Burlington.  Her  mother  was 
Anne  Page,  a  sister  of  Governor  John  B.  Page, 
of  Rutland,  Vermont.  The  Rev.  A.  G.  Pease 
was  largely  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Ver- 
mont Reform  School,  being  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  at  the  time,  and  was  its  first 
superintendent. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
Goulding:  Matilda  Pease,  born  August  2,  1867; 
Anne  Page,  born  April  27,  187 1,  married  Willis 
M.  Ross,  at  Rutland,  Vermont,  July  18,  1894.  and 
their  children  are  Carroll  Goulding,  born  May  26, 
1895,  Frances  Adeline,  born  March  12,  1897, 
died  May  7.  1897,  and  Malcolm,  born  February 
25,  1899;  James  Marshall,  the  third  child  of 
Colonel  Goulding,  born  November  16,  1874, 
married  Julia  L.  Beebe.  December  28,  1896,  who 
died  February  13,  1901,  and  their  children  were: 
Joseph  Hiram,  born  March  I,  1898,  and  Alfred 
Beebe,  l>orn  January  27.  1899.  died  January  28, 
i8«)»>.  James  Marshall  Goulding  is  engaged  with 
the  Vermont  Marble  Company  at  Proctor.  Ver- 
mont, one  of  the  largest  marble  companies  in  the 
world :  he  has  also  been  town  clerk  and  su|>erin- 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  Philip  Sanford, 
the  fourth  child  of  Colonel  Goulding,  born  Sep- 
tember 6,  1870,  is  a  graduate  of  Phillips'  Andover 
Academy.  Massachusetts,  and  of  Yale  University, 
class  of  1898.  He  has  catalogued  in  the  state  li- 
brary at  Concord,  New  Hampshire ;  the  library 
of  the  University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia  :  the 
library  of  the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee, 
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Tennessee,  and  is  now  in  the  library  of  Congress 
at  Washington. 

The  mother  of  these  children,  Frances 
(  Tease)  Goulding,  died  at  W  ilmington,  Vermont, 
May  5,  ujoj.  She  bore  her  long  suffering  with 
the  greatest  ]>atience  and  cheerfulness  to  the  end. 
keeping  her  interest  in  affairs  and  people,  espe- 
cially the  large  circle  of  relatives  and  friends  who 
loved  her  so  much.  She  was  a  lite-long  member 
of  the  Congregational  church,  transferring  her 
relation  to  that  church  at  Wilmington,  in  which 
Colonel  Goulding  served  as  deacon  some  years. 
She  will  be  deeply  missed  by  that  little  church  as 
well  as  by  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  while  the  Ladies'  Aid  and  Missionary 
Societies  have  lost  in  Mrs.  Goulding  one  of  their 
most  faithful  and  inspiring  members. 

Always  of  a  progressive  and  forceful  mind 
there  was  never  a  lack  of  interested  endeavor 
when  she  was  present,  for  it  needed  but  a  few 
trenchant  words  from  her  to  take  a  whole  meet- 
ing out  of  the  worn  nits,  while  her  prayers  had 
for  years  been  a  marked  feature  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Woman's  Hoard  of  Missions  of  Vermont, 
and  which  she  attended  as  long  as  able  to  do  so. 
Especially  gifted  in  this  her  influence  was  ex- 
ceptionally strong  anil  uplifting  and  partook  of 
the  nature  almost  of  inspiration.  The  memorial 
prejKired  by  the  ladies  of  that  organization  was  a 
touching  tribute  to  her  sainted  memory.  The 
ties  of  kinship  were  strong  with  her.  and  the 
family  was  united  in  a  rare  way  and  manner,  her 
strong,  loving  nature  taking  them  all  in  and  en- 
listing her  warmest  thought  while  life  was  hers. 
Truly  "her  children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed ; 
her  husband  and  he  praiseth  her." 

She  was  interred  in  Kvergreen  cemetery  at 
Rutland,  Vermont,  in  the  family  lot.  where  also 
rest  her  father  ami  mother  and  Colonel  Collid- 
ing'? father  anil  mother,  the  last  years  of  whose 
lives  on  earth  it  was  hers  to  make  peaceful  and 
happy. 

HON.  FRAXK  J.  NELSON. 

The  strength  of  character,  unfaltering  per- 
severance and  competent  business  methods  which 
have  made  the  career  of  Frank  J.  Nelson  a  suc- 
cess, were  inherited,  in  a  large  degree,  from  his 
ancestors,  who  were  active  and  influential  resi- 


dents of  the  town  of  Hebron,  Washington  coun- 
ty, New  York,  where  Moses  Nelson,  grand- 
father of  Frank  J.  Nelson,  was  born  and  reared 
and  died. 

Harley  Nelson,  father  of  Frank  J.  Nelson, 
was  l)orn  in  the  town  of  Hebron,  Washington 
county,  New  York,  in  1819,  and  his  educational 
advantages  were  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  vicinity.  His  business  career,  which  was 
very  successful,  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  speculation,  and  these  enterprises  he 
conducted  in  his  native  state.  He  was  actively 
interested  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  various  towns 
in  which  he  resided.  He  was  a  very  conscien- 
tious and  liberal  minded  man,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  served 
as  deacon  for  many  years.  Mr.  Nelson  married 
Fannie  Herron.  a  daughter  of  James  Herron,  and 
the  following  named  children  were  born  to  them: 
Roumeyn,  a  wholesale  produce  dealer  of  New 
York  city,  married  Rebecca  Gammon,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1902  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  Annette  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Bray- 
mor,  an  agriculturist  of  Hebron,  New  York; 
their  children  arc  Albert,  Charles,  Harley,  Dan- 
iel and  Leonora  Braymer.  Camillus  was  en- 
gaged as  a  slate  manufacturer  at  West  Pawlet, 
Vermont,  until  his  death  in  1887;  he  married 
Mary  Beebe,  of  Rupert.  Vermont,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Hermon  and  Thomas  Nelson.  Bray- 
ton  died  in  infancy.  Leonora  is  the  wife  of 
James  Stearns,  an  agriculturist  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty, Vermont:  their  children  are  Jay,  Mvra  and 
Mabel  Stearns.  Bernice  married  Myra  Warner, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  18S9.  aged  forty-two  years,  was  engaged  in 
fanning  at  Granville,  New  York;  they  were  the 
parents  of  one  child.  Mark  Nelson.  Frank  J. 
is  our  subject.  Moses  J.  Nelson  is  the  eighth  of 
the  family.  Harley  Nelson,  father  of  these  chil- 
dren, died  at  his  home  in  New  York,  in  1889, 
r.ged  eighty- four  years;  his  wife  passed  away 
in  the  year  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

Frank  L  Nelson,  fifth  son  of  Harley  and 
Fannie  Nelson,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Heb- 
ron. Washington  county,  New  York,  September 
2.  1855.  attended  the  common  schools  and  grad- 
uated from  Pawlet  Academy  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  his  age.  He  then  engaged  in  the  produce 
business  at  Pawlet.  Vermont,  making  a  specialty 
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of  potatoes  and  apples,  which  he  shipped  to 
New  York  city  and  other  eastern  markets,  hand- 
ling as  many  as  seven  hundred  carloads  of  po- 
tatoes in  a  year.  He  has  also  dealt  extensively 
in  western  horses,  handling  as  many  as  ten  car- 
loads a  year,  has  been  a  successful  wagon  dealer, 
handling  over  three  hundred  wagons  in  a  year, 
and  in  connection  with  this  speculative  trade 
he  has  operated  a  farm  of  six  hundred  acres 
at  West  Pawlet,  Vermont,  from  which  he  derives 
a  goodly  income  each  year.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  great  activity,  energy  and  perserverance, 
and  these  qualities  have  gained  him  prestige  in 
business  circles.  Politically  Mr.  Nelson  gives 
a  faithful  and  earnest  support  to  the  candidates 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1902  was  elected 
senator  from  Rutland  county,  serving  on  the 
committees  of  temperance,  judiciary,  state  pris- 
ons and  grand  lists. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  Novem- 
ber 3,  1887,  to  Emma  Pratt,  a  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin Van  Buskirk  and  Mary  (Rising)  Pratt;  the 
former  named,  now  deceased,  was  a  wealthy  and 
retired  merchant  of  West  Pawlet,  Vermont,  and 
the  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Judge  Simeon  and 
Jane  (Montgomery)  Rising,  old  and  honored 
residents  of  Rupert,  Vermont/  Two  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson :  Leland,  de- 
ceased, and  Frank  Nelson.  Mr.  Nelson  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Paw- 
let, Vermont,  and  are  actively  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  various  societies  connected  with  it. 

WILLARD  GAY. 

Willard  Gay,  of  Randolph,  is  counted  among 
the  most  substantial,  conservative  and  upright  citi- 
zens of  the  town.  He  was  born  October  25,  1822. 
in  Stockbridge,  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Sally  (Baker)  Gay.  His  grand- 
father, Daniel  Gay,  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  the  town  of  Stockbridge.  His  wife  was  F.unice 
Fay.  and  they  were  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
Daniel  Gay,  Jr.,  kept  a  hotel  at  Gaysville,  in  the 
town  of  Stockbridge,  known  as  "Gay's  Inn,"  and 
his  son  was  early  accustomed  to  make  himself 
useful  about  this  hostelry,  and  upon  Ins  father's 
farm,  thus  acquiring  habits  of  industry ;  and  he 
naturally  imbibed  the  spirit  of  Yankee  thrift  which 
pervaded  this  region,  especially  in  his  youth.  The 


village  school  at  Gaysville  supplied  his  education, 
as  far  as  books  went,  and  he  began  at  an  early 
age  the  absorption  of  lessons  in  the  practical  af- 
fairs of  life.  Entering  a  local  store  as  clerk,  he 
soon  acquired  a  knowledge  of  and  taste  for  trade, 
and  continued  in  this  line  through  his  most  active 
years. 

He  came  to  West  Randolph  in  185 1  and  be- 
came associated  with  Harvey  Spalding  in  the  dry- 
goods  business,  under  the  style  of  Spalding  & 
Gay,  later  becoming  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Badger  &  Gay.  In  1858  Mr.  Gay  bought 
out  the  hardware  business  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Royal  T.  DuBois,  who  removed  at  that  time  to 
Northfield.  This  establishment  Mr.  Gay  contin- 
ued until  the  store  and  stock  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  February  21,  1862.  About  this  time  Mr.  Du- 
Bois returned  to  Randolph,  and  a  partnership 
was  formed,  with  the  title  of  DuBois  &  Gay.  The 
business  relations  of  the  partners  were  thereafter 
most  intimately  connected  until  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  DuBois.  The  son  of  the  latter  con- 
tinued in  his  place,  however.  They  continued 
the  hardware  trade  until  May  1,  1871,  when  it 
was  sold  to  Jasper  H.  I-amson,  and  the  firm  of 
DuBois  &  Gay  conducted  a  private  banking  busi- 
ness until  the  organization  of  the  Randolph  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  (West)  Randolph,  in  which  they 
were  among  the  principal  stockholders  and  di- 
rectors. Mr.  Gay  has  been  most  successful  in 
dealing  in  wool  and  other  farm  produce. 

With  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  man- 
kind in  general  and  an  especial  desire  for  the 
progress  of  his  home  community,  Mr.  Gay  has 
ever  been  ready  to  foster  any  undertaking  that 
promised  to  secure  these  ends.  As  a  good  citizen 
he  was  ready  to  perform  such  public  duties  as 
seemed  to  devolve  upon  him,  and  in  this  line  it 
may  be  noted  that  he  served  the  town  eight  years 
as  lister  and  was  four  years  a  trustee  of  the  vil- 
lage of  West  Randolph  (now  Randolph).  While 
he  entertains  settled  opinions  and  convictions  upon 
questions  that  usually  interest  mankind,  he  does 
not  attempt  to  deny  the  right  of  others  to  hold 
differing  views,  and  accords  to  all  the  courteous 
consideration  to  which  they  are  entiled.  A  Dem- 
ocrat in  political  principle,  he  was  active  in  the 
service  of  his  party  for  a  period  of  four  years,  as 
state  committeeman,  and  was  its  nominee  for  the 
office  of  state  treasurer  in  1882,  opposing  his 
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brother-in-law,  William  H.  DuBois,  the  Repub- 
lican candidate. 

With  his  partner,  Mr.  Gay  has  been  quite 
extensively  interested  in  real  estate,  and  erected 
numerous  buildings  in  the  village,  both  for  busi- 
ness and  residence  purposes,  the  DuBois  &  Gay 
block  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  town  to-day, 
containing  several  stores  and  offices  and  a  large 
public  hall.  He  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  the 
cause  of  religion  and  a  regular  attendant  of  the 
Christian  church.  In  the  fraternal  and  benevo- 
lent orders,  also,  he  has  sought  to  promote  the 
work  of  uplifting  mankind.  He  passed  through 
the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  at  this  time  the 
oldest  resident  member  of  Phoenix  Lodge,  Xo. 
28,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Randolph. 

Mr.  Gay  was  married,  January  15,  1852,  to 
Miss  Susan  Sabrina,  daughter  of  Far!  C.  and 
Anna  (I^amson)  DuBois,  of  Randolph  (sec  Lam- 
son  and  DuBois,  in  this  work).  Mrs.  Gay  died 
February  28,  1895.  The  youngest  of  their  two 
children.  Frank  Earl,  died  in  infancy.  The  other, 
Mary  Alice,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  O.  Rlanchard. 
of  Randolph  (see  Blanchard). 

Susan  S.  (  DuBois)  Gay  was  bom  February 
15,  1832,  in  West  Randolph,  and  finished  her  edu- 
cation at  the  local  academy,  a  leading  institution 
in  those  days.  She  was  a  woman  of  much  execu- 
tive ability,  and  was  active  in  all  good  work, 
being  a  leader  in  the  Christian  church  and  Sundav 
school,  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Cnion 
and  many  allied  societies.  Her  home  was  ever 
a  most  hospitable  one,  and  she  was  loved  and  ad- 
mired by  the  whole  community.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  succeeding  her  marriage, 
which  were  spent  in  Gaysville,  all  her  life  was 
passed  in  Randolph,  where  the  influence  of  her 
beautiful  life  still  extends  a  wide  influence.  A* 
her  funeral  Rev.  G.  W.  Morrow,  her  pastor,  paid 
tribute  to  her  virtue,  and  Rev.  V.  M.  Hardy, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church,  spoke  feel- 
ingly of  her  character,  while  a  large  assemblage 
of  neighbors  and  friends  testified  by  their  presence 
to  the  universal  appreciation  of  her  work. 

F.DWIX  OSCAR  BLANCHARD.  D.  D.  S. 

Edwin  Oscar  Blanchard.  D.  D.  S..  of  Ran- 
dolph, was  Ixirn  April  <>,  iS«o.  in  Plainfield.  Ver- 
mont, and  came  with  his  parents  to  Randolph  at 


the  age  of  two  years.  His  primary  education  was 
received  in  the  village  schools,  after  which  h  : 
matriculated  at  Norwich  University.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry 
in  the  office  of  his  father,  George  D.  Blanchanl, 
one  of  the  foremost  dentists  of  his  time  (see  clos- 
ing paragraphs  of  this  article  for  biography  1.  In 
1881  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  D.  G.  Williams, 
of  Boston,  where  he  continued  two  and  one-halt 
years.  During  two  years  of  this  period  he  pur- 
sued the  course  of  the  Boston  Dental  College, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  1885.  Hav- 
ing emup|>ed  himself,  by  long  and  arduous  lalx>rs. 
with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  profession,  h; 
planned  to  establish  himself  in  practice  in  Boston, 
but  the  failing  health  of  his  father  led  him  t<> 
abandon  other  plans  and  take  up  his  father's  prac- 
tice in  Randolph,  where  he  has  ever  since  reside! 
and  labored.  His  success  is  a  sufficient  guaranty 
of  his  skill,  ability  and  industry. 

Possessed  of  a  progressive  mint!  and  keen 
intelligence,  Dr.  Blanchanl  endeavors  to  keep 
abreast  of  all  progress,  and  es|>ecially  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  takes  advantage  of  all  prouii*ing 
means  of  advancing  himself  and  his  conleiu|>o- 
raries.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  En;; Ian  1 
Dental  Association,  and  of  the  Alumni  A-->  "ela- 
tion of  Tuft's  Dental  College  and  of  the  Vermont 
State  Dental  Society.  He  has  licen  active  in  pro- 
moting the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  last  named 
organization,  and  his  services  have  been  appre- 
ciated by  his  colleagues,  as  shown  by  his  election 
successively  to  the  most  important  executive  po- 
sitions in  it.  For  four  years  he  acted  as  chair- 
man of  the  executive  committee,  and  was.  in  turn, 
second  and  first  vice-president,  succeeding  to  the 
presidency  March  22,  1895,  being  the  youngest 
incumbent  of  that  position  up  to  this  time. 

Dr.  Blanchard  is  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Christian  church  and  its  collateral  societies,  and 
has  served  ten  years  as  superintendent  of  it>  Sun- 
dav-school.  He  is  a  member  of  Phoenix  Lodge 
No.  28.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Randolph.  He  «;.. 
married,  August  5.  t88<>,  to  Man  Alice,  onk 
daughter  of  Willard  Gay.  of  Randolph,  wlmv- 
biography  is  given  above.  One  adopted  chil  l 
completes  the  family  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blanchard, 
namely  Htlen  Gay  Blanchard.  bom  November  i". 
i8<y«. 

Dr.  George  Dudley  Blanchard.  son  of  William 
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and  Mary  (.Hum)  Blanchard,  was  born  April  26, 
1833.  in  Brookficld,  Vermont.  His  ancestors 
were  early  in  Massachusetts,  and  a  brother  of  his 
grandfather,  Joshua  Blanchard,  was  the  architect, 
and  laid  the  cornerstone,  of  the  Old  South  church, 
in  Boston. 

George  D.  Blanchard  attended  the  district 
schools  and  finished  his  education  at  the  West 
Randolph  Academy,  one  of  the  leading  establish- 
ments of  its  kind  in  that  day.  Early  in  life  he 
took  employment  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
As  a  result  of  a  severe  illness  he  returned  to  his 
native  place  to  recuperate,  and  soon  took  up 
photography  and  maintained  galleries  at  Barre 
and  St.  Albans,  Vermont.  Bl  health  compelled 
him  to  abandon  this  occupation,  and  he  began  the 
practice  of  dentistry  abou  i860. 

1866  he  established  himself  at  Randolph,  and 
became  very  successful.  His  ability  and  genial, 
sympathetic  manners  soon  won  him  the  patronage 
of  the  public,  and  he  took  a  prominent  position 
in  the  profession  and  as  a  citiren.  He  passed 
away  at  Randolph  July  28,  1885.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  28, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Randolph. 

January  1.  1856,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
Brown  Blood,  daughter  of  Rev.  Friend  and  Emily 
(Brow)  Blood,  of  Plainfield,  Vermont.  Three 
children  were  given  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blanchard. 
The  eldest,  Edwin  O.,  succeeded  to  his  father's 
practice.  Eugene  died  August  9.  1868,  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  Eva  Maud  has  been  librarian 
of  the  Randolph  public  library  for  the  last  six 
years. 

GEORGE  DAVENPORT,  M.  D. 

George  Davenport,  M.  D.,  of  East  Randolph, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected 
physicians  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was 
born  in  Wiliamstown,  Vermont.  December  28, 
1822.  a  son  of  Amos  and  Laura  (Stockwell)  Dav- 
enport, and  a  direct  descendant  from  Thomas 
Davenport,  the  immigrant  ancestor,  who  emi- 
grated from  England,  in  1640,  to  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children. 

Daniel  Davenport,  the  paternal  grandfather, 
of  Dr.  Davenport,  was  the  father  of  Thomas  Dav- 


enport, who  invented  and  constructed  the  first 
electric  motor  machine  in  existence,  receiving 
from  the  Unied  States  government  the  first  pat- 
ent issued  granting  liberty  to  use  electricity  as 
motive  power,  his  principle  being  the  same  as  that 
now  in  actual  use  on  the  elctric  railways.  In 
1835  nc  printed  a  newspaper,  the  power  being  fur- 
nished by  elctricity,  and  he  really  deserves  the 
credit  for  the  invention  of  the  telegraph,  as  Morse 
got  his  ideas  from  him.  There  is  a  tradition  in 
the  family  that  Morse  said,  after  Davenport's 
death,  that  the  latter  should  have  full  credit  for 
all  that  he  did  for  perfecting  the  telegraph  and  re- 
ceive full  acknowledgment  for  the  same,  but  it 
has  never  been  done.  It  is  known  that  Davenport 
claimed  he  could  transmit  a  current  of  electricitv 
a  hundred  miles  as  easily  as  he  could  a  hundred 
feet,  long  before  he  became  acquainted  with  Pro- 
fessor Morse.  Davenport  imagined  he  must  have 
a  wire  for  every  letter  of  the  alphabet,  also  for 
every  figure,  but  Morse,  by  his  invention  of  the 
telegraphic  alphabet,  made  it  practicable,  and  that 
made  telegraphing  complete.  Thomas  Davenport 
was  a  native  of  Williamstown.  Vermont,  but  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  blacksmith  at  Brandon,  Ver- 
mont. He  was  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
inventors  of  his  time,  and  his  name  was  inscril>cd 
over  the  main  entrance  to  the  Electricity  Kuilding 
at  the  Columbian  Exposition,  held  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  in  189,3.  Amos  Davenport,  the  Doctor's 
father,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  took 
part  in  the  tattle  of  Plattsburg. 

George  Davenport  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  at  the  Newbury  (Vermont) 
Seminary.  In  1844  he  began  reading  medicine 
with  Dr.  S.  H.  Smith,  at  Brookficld.  Vermont, 
after  which  he  took  three  full  courses  of  lectures 
at  the  Vermont  Medical  College,  in  Woodstock, 
receiving  his  degree  from  that  institution  on  June 
9.  1849.  In  tlie  winter  of  1854-55  he  further  ad- 
vanced his  professional  knowledge  by  taking  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  University  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  Dr.  Davenport  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Brookficld,  remaining  there  from 
1849  until  184)5,  when  he  settled  in  East  Randolph, 
where  he  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage. 
He  ha*  always  taken  an  active  part  in  politcal. 
literary  and  professional  affairs,  and  has  served 
with  ability  in  many  official  positions.  During 
the  Civil  war,  in  1861  and  18A2,  he  was  medical 
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examiner  of  recruits  for  the  Union  army.  From 
1858  until  1862  he  was  postmaster  at  Brookfield; 
was  town  clerk  and  town  treasurer  of  Brookfield 
in  1856,  but  declined  a  re-election  to  either  office ; 
and  was  school  director  of  East  Randolph  in  1886 
and  1889.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Montpclicr  &  White  River 
Railroad  Company.  He  was  officially  connected 
with  The  Patriot,  a  newspaper  published  in  Mont- 
pelier,  from  1850  until  i860,  being  editor  a  portion 
of  that  time. 

Dr.  Davenport  is  a  member  of  the  Ver- 
mont Historical  Society,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Vermont  Medical  Society,  and 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  which 
he  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion held  in  San  Francisco,  California,  in 
1894.  He  has  written  papers  of  value 
on  medical  topics,  one  on  "Vomiting  in  Preg- 
nancy" being  published  in  the  Transactions  of 
the  Vermont  Medical  Society,  in  1878;  and  an- 
other, "Puerperal  Eclampsia,"  being  published  in 
the  same,  in  1895,  and  in  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Gynecology  the  same  year. 

Dr.  Davenport  married,  July  3,  185 1,  Eleanor 
Smith,  who  was  torn  September  7,  1830,  in  Ran- 
dolph. Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel 
and  Huldah  (Peabody)  Smith.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  for  many  years  was 
captain  of  a  company  of  local  militia.  Of  the 
union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Davenport  five  children 
have  been  born,  namely :  Frank  W. ;  Walter  B., 
a  machinist,  residing  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota; 
Anna  H.,  wife  of  A.  G.  Osgood,  a  merchant  at 
East  Randolph;  George  E.,  a  physician  at  Bath. 
New  Hampshire;  and  John  P.  The  Doctor  is 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  but,  with  the  courage  of 
his  convictions,  votes  independent  of  party  re- 
strictions. 

ALONSO  E.  HORTOX,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Alonso  F.dward  Horton,  an  active  and 
successful  practitioner  in  Vermont  for  forty-five 
years  and  in  Poultney  for  thirty-nine  years,  is 
directly  descended  from  Major  Horton.  The 
Christian  name  of  Major  Horton,  and  his  an- 
cestry, are  unknown,  but  he  was  certainly  a 
patriot  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
was  presumably  a  native  of  Massachusetts;  he 


resided  in  Milton  until  1753  or  1754,  when  he 
removed  to  Bolton  and  afterward  to  Templeton, 
where  (it  is  believed)  he  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Jonathan. 

Major  Horton  (1)  was  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  were  sons.  .Among  tlum 
was  Aaron  (2),  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Alonso 
E.  Horton,  who  was  born  in  Templeton,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1758,  and  removed  to  Mount  Holly, 
Vermont,  about  1795,  the  first  of  the  family  to 
locate  there.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  married  Sally  Harris,  who  was  born  in  1766. 
She  died  March  11,  1824,  aged  fifty-eight  years, 
from  injuries  received  by  being  thrown  from  a 
wagon.  Her  husband  died  October  25,  1832. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

Andrew  Horton  (3),  ninth  child  and  eldest 
of  the  three  sons  of  Aaron  and  Sally  (Harris) 
Horton,  was  born  in  Templeton,  Massachusetts, 
October  10,  1786,  and  removed  to  Mount  Holly, 
Rulland  county,  Vermont.  He  was  of  remarka- 
ble physical  and  mental  traits  and  striking 
physique,  standing  more  than  six  feet  in  height, 
of  dark  complexion,  with  black  eyes,  and  he  was 
constantly  smooth-shaven.  A  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, he  was  also  a  capable  mechanic,  and 
worked  as  a  carpenter,  brick-maker  and  brick 
and  stone  mason  in  the  making  of  his  home  and 
in  its  improvement  from  time  to  time.  He 
cleared  his  land  for  farming,  and  the  ashes  of 
the  trees  which  he  burned  he  leached  and  made 
into  salts  which  he  took  to  Boston  and  bartered 
for  nails,  glass  and  other  building  materials. 
He  built  his  own  house  and  all  the  outbuildings. 
He  improvised  his  own  horsepower  for  cutting 
wood,  threshing  grain,  etc.,  and  was  the  pioneer 
in  his  region  in  the  use  of  such  machinery.  He 
was  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  was  an  exemplary  Christian.  He  died  Au- 
gust 29.  1867,  in  his  eightieth  year.  His  wife 
was  Lucy  Heald,  a  most  estimable  woman,  who 
w:»s  born  January  24,  1793,  in  Townsend.  Ver- 
mont, and  died  December  16,  1882,  aged  eighty*- 
nii;c  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren. 

Alvah  (4),  eldest  child  of  Andrew  and  Lucy 
(Heald)  Horton,  was  born  in  Mount  Holly,  Ver- 
mont, October  7,  1812.  He  removed  about  1S78 
to  North  Clarendon,  where  he  carried  on  his 
trade  as  a  cooper  on  a  large  scale,  manufacturing 
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cheese  boxes  and  chair  stock,  a  business  which 
is  now  conducted  by  his  son  Bent  Earle  Horton. 
He  was  a  most  exemplary  man,  and  a  sincere 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Mount  Holly 
for  seventy-five  years,  and  was  a  deacon  for 
fifty  years.  He  married  Lepha  Ursula  Bent, 
born  August  15,  1817,  at  Mount  Holly.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Earle  Bent,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  who  re- 
sided in  later  years  in  Poultney.  To  Alvah  and 
Ursula  (Bent)  Horton  were  born  four  children, 
of  whom  two  are  living,  Bent  Earle  and  Alonso 
E.  Horton.  The  father  died  May  5,  1900,  aged 
upwards  of  eighty-seven  years,  surviving  the 
mother,  who  died  July  24,  1893,  aged  seventy- 
six  years. 

Alonso  Edward  Horton  (5),  son  of  Deacon 
Alvah  and  Ursula  (Bent)  Horton,  was  born  on 
the  paternal  farm  at  Mount  Holly,  June  9,  1835. 
He  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  pursued  advanced  studies  in  Ludlow  Acad- 
emy. He  began  to  study  for  his  profession  at 
Shrewsbury,  under  the  preccptorship  of  Dr. 
L.  W.  Guernsey,  and  later  under  Dr.  Perkins. 
He  subsequently  attended  the  Castleton  Medi- 
cal College,  and  completed  his  studies  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, from  which  he  was  graduated  on  his 
twenty-third  birthday,  June  9,  1858.  For  six 
years  he  was  engaged  in  practice  in  Shrewsbury. 
Seeking  a  larger  field  of  usefulness,  he  then  re- 
moved to  Poultney,  where  he  has  been  actively 
engaged  to  the  present  time.  He  is  prominent 
in  homeopathic  circles,  honored  as  one  of  the 
earliest  practitioners  of  that  school  in  his  part 
of  the  state,  and  now  the  oldest  and  only  living 
member  of  his  medical  college  class.  He  was  one 
of  the  earlier  members  of  the  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Vermont,  and  through  his  frequent 
addresses  before  that  body  has  aided  largely  in 
overcoming  early  prejudices  and  in  giving  to 
homeopathy  an  assured  position  in  public  esti- 
mation. Dr.  Horton  has  been,  during  a  long 
and  active  career,  highly  useful  in  the  advance- 
ment of  community  affairs,  laboring  with  zeal 
and  intelligence  in  behalf  of  all  movements 
promising  of  material  and  moral  improvement. 
His  political  affiliations  have  always  been  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Dr.  Horton  was  married  April  7,  1855,  to 
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Miss  Ellen  French,  of  Mount  Holly.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union :  Ernest  T. ;  Minnie 
E,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Carleton, 
a  business  man  o'f  Granville,  New  York;  Clyde 
and  Claude  A.,  twins,  the  first  named  of  whom 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months;  Maude  A 
Horton,  who  is  an  accomplished  artist  and  re- 
sides at  home.  The  two  sons  of  Dr.  Horton 
who  came  to  maturity  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  father  and  embraced  the  profession  of 
medicine. 

Ernest  T.  Horton  was  educated  at  Randall 
School,  Poultney.  He  studied  for  his  profession 
in  the  New  York  Homeopathic  College,  and  is 
engaged  in  practice  in  Whitehall,  New  York, 
where  he  has  served  for  three  years  as  health 
officer.  He  is  a  member  of  various  medical  so- 
cieties and  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  married 
Miss  Cornelia  Eddy,  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children,  Eloise,  the 
eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months;  Mildred, 
Gertrude  and  Kenneth. 

Gaude  A.  Horton,  who  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  Troy  Conference  Academy,  is 
a  practitioner  at  Glen  Falls,  New  York.  He 
married  Miss  Delia  Griffith,  of  St.  Catherine, 
Ontario.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  New  York,  also  of  the  Masonic  order. 

LEMUEL  CHANDLER. 

Lemuel  Chandler  is  one  of  the  few  men  who 
are  able  to  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  days 
of  the  Puritan  settlement  of  the  Bay  state,  at  a 
time  when  the  possibilities  of  this  country  were 
not  even  dreamed  of,  and  from  that  original  fore- 
father till  now  the  Chandlers  have  borne  an  able 
part  in  the  development  of  the  western  world. 
The  brief  chronicle  of  the  family's  history  is  as 
follows.  William  Chandler  and  his  wife  Annis 
came  across  the  waters  in  1637  and  settled  in 
Andover,  Massachusetts;  they  had  a  son  named 
John.  John  Chandler  married  Elizabeth  Douglas, 
who  became  the  mother  of  Joseph.  Joseph  and 
Susannah  (Perrin)  Chandler  were  the  parents  of 
David.  The  latter  was  the  husband  of  Mary 
Allen,  and  a  son,  Daniel,  who  maried  Mary  Ga- 
lusha.  Daniel  and  Mary  (Galusha)  Chandler 
were  the  grandparents  of  our  subject,  and  their 
son,  Daniel,  was  his  father. 
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Daniel  Chandler  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Con- 
necticut, January  21,  1784,  and  when  an  infant 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Hanover,  New  Hamp- 
shire, 'lis  mother  carrying  him  in  her  lap  on 
horseback.  The  date  of  his  settlement  in  the 
tuw!!  of  Berlin  is  believed  to  have  been  about 
i8o/>;  he  purchased  the  farm  where  his  son  Lem- 
uel now  resides,  and  his  first  home  was  a  log 
house  ami  a  small  clearing ;  he  remained  there 
during  the  season,  clearing  oft  the  timber,  and  in 
the  fall  returned  to  Hanover,  where  he  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Temperance 
(Waterman^  Sloan,  of  Lyme,  New  Hampshire; 
the  next  spring  they  settled  permanently  on  their 
farm,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives;  he  died  October  3,  1865.  He  reared  nine 
children  to  mature  age, — Daniel,  Joseph,  Hannah, 
Harriet,  Temperance,  Samuel,  Levinus,  Mary  and 
•  Lemuel.  He  was  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers,  and 
did  much  toward  building  up  the  town ;  his  influ- 
ence was  always  given  to  the  side  of  progress 
and  his  integrity  was  unquestioned. 

Lemuel  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the 
town  of  Berlin,  county  of  Washington,  Vermont, 
on  September  29,  1832.  His  father  gave  him  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools  and  in  the 
academy  at  Randolph,  Vermont.  He  remained 
on  the  homestead  and  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing. He  has  been  active  in  party  councils  of  the 
Republicans,  and  has  served  his  town  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  selectman,  lister  and  other  offices  of 
trust.  In  1876  he  received  the  appointment  to  the 
office  of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  over 
twenty-siv  years  has  most  acceptably  filled  that 
position.  l*'or  a  long  term  of  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Grange,  and  for  over  seventeen 
years  was  business  agent  of  that  order.  Ever 
awake  to  the  welfare  of  his  native  town,  he  has 
gained  the  high  regard  of  all  for  his  honorable 
and  capable  citizenship. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  married  on  the  1st  of  May. 
1861.  to  Lucretia  Electa,  daughter  of  Gad  and 
Maretta  (Streeter)  Crossett,  of  Duxbury.  Ver- 
mont, and  they  have  reared  a  family  which  now 
fill  honorable  places  in  the  world  and  reflect  credit 
on  the  wise  and  careful  training  of  their  parents. 
Myron  Lemuel  was  born  May  13,  1864:  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Norwich  University,  at  Northfield, 
also  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont,  at  Burlington,  where  he  re- 


ceived first  honors,  and  he  manages  a  successful 
practice  in  Barre ;  he  married  Alice  Kendall.  Er- 
vin  Leon  was  born  November  9,  i860,  and  mar- 
ried Gertrude  I.  Briggs ;  he  is  a  farmer  and  re- 
sides in  the  town  of  Berlin.  George  Waldo.  Ijorn 
August  9,  1870,  living  with  his  parents,  married 
Lora  O.  Johnston.  Marion  Lucretia  was  bom 
September  22,  1873,  and  also  resides  with  her  par- 
ents ;  she  is  a  graduate  from  the  high  school  at 
Northfield,  and  is  a  school  teacher;  Mabel  Wini- 
fred, born  October  17,  1875,  is  a  graduate  of 
Northfield  high  school,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Barre,  Vermont. 

ELI  HOLDEN. 

Eli  Holden,  an  honored  and  useful  citizen  of 
Barre,  Vermont,  who  has  served  usefully  in  vari- 
ous positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  who  made 
an  honorable  record  as  a  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war,  is  descended  from  Eli  Holden,  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Abigail  Holden,  and  who  came  from 
Barre,  Massachusetts,  and  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  the  town  of  Barre,  Vermont.  He  set- 
tled at  South  Barre,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
which  was  at  that  time  only  partly  cleared,  the 
sole  dwelling  on  the  place  being  a  log  cabin.  He 
married  Hannah  Persons,  of  Westminster.  \  er- 
mont,  and  had  eleven  children.  Mr.  Hoiden's 
mother,  during  her  last  years,  was  an  inmate  of 
his  home,  where  she  died,  February  12,  1842.  at 
the  age  of  ninety  years,  her  husband  having  died 
in  Barre,  Massachusetts,  some  years  earlier.  Mr. 
Holden  was  a  man  of  influence  in  the  community, 
as  his  descendants  have  been. 

Ira  Holden,  son  of  Eli  and  Hannah  (Per- 
sons) Holden,  was  born  on  the  Holden  home- 
stead, in  the  town  of  Barre,  Vermont.  April  7' 
1810,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  town.  He  remained  on  the  homestead 
with  his  father,  and  when  he  was  fourteen  \ears 
old  assisted  in  building  the  house  now  standing 
on  the  estate.  While  he  engaged  to  some  extent 
in  teaming  to  Boston,  his  main  occupation  was 
farming,  and  he  succeeded  to  the  farm  of  his 
father.  In  politics  Mr.  Holden  was  at  first  a 
Democrat,  but  became  a  Republican  when  that 
party  was  organized.  He  enjoyed  in  a  high  de- 
gree the  confidence  of  his  neighbors,  held  the  of- 
fices of  lister  and  selectman,  and  represented  hi- 
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native  town  in  the  state  legislature,  lie  married 
Abigail  Wales,  born  October  6,  1810,  daughter  of 
W  illiam  and  Mary  Wales,  of  Xorthrieltl,  Ver- 
mont .  Their  children  are :  Eli ;  Ellen,  who  mar- 
ried Harrison  Bancroft,  of  Barre,  Vermont,  and 
is  now  deceased;  Hannah,  who  married  Edson 
Fisher  and  resides  in  Bethel,  Vermont ;  William 
W..  who  married  Lizzie  Hanson,  and.  after  her 
death.  Dora  Smith,  and  resides  in  Northfield.  Ver- 
mont :  George  W.,  who  married  Zora  Carr  and 
resides  in  Williamstown,  Vermont ;  Charles  B.. 
who  died  in  infancy ;  and  Abbie,  who  married 
Jesse  Poor,  and  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Holden 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  died  on  the  home- 
stead. June  22,  1874. 

Eli  Holden,  son  of  Ira  and  Abigail  (Wales) 
Holden.  was  born  on  the  homestead  at  South 
Barre.  town  of  Barre,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, December  21,  1834,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  at  the  Barre  Academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  left  the  homestead  and  emigrated  to  the  stale 
of  Illinois,  where  he  combined  the  occut>ation  of 
farming  with  that  of  teaching.  He  then  re- 
turned home  and  assisted  his  father  for  two  years 
on  the  farm,  after  which  he  went  to  Northfield, 
Vermont,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  factory. 

While  Mr.  Holden  was  at  Northfield  the  war 
broke  out,  and  he  enlisted,  April  27,  1861.  i;i 
Company  F,  First  Vermont  Infantry,  for  three 
months'  service.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Big  Bethel,  Virginia,  near  Fortress  Monroe,  but 
was  quartered  most  of  the  time  at  Newport  News. 
In  August,  1861,  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
September  17,  1 86 1,  he  re-enlisted,  in  Company 
C.  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  and  on  its  organiza- 
tion he  was  made  first  sergeant.  He  received 
his  commission  as  second  lieutenant  November 
10.  1861.  one  year  later  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant,  and  was  brevetted  captain  in  March. 
1865.  He  served  under  General  Banks  in  1862 
in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  fought  in  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  in  all  took  part  in  over 
thirty-five  engagements  during  the  |>eriod  of  his 
service  in  the  army.  While  on  outpost  duty  on 
the  Rappahannock  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
confined  for  eighteen  months  in  the  prisons  of 
Libbv.  Macon,  Georgia.  Charleston  and  Columbia. 
South  Carolina.  He  was  mustered  out  March 
15.  1865.    On  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Holden  re- 


turned to  the  homestead  anil  followed  his  ancestral 
occupation  of  farming  until  the  autumn  of  iyoi, 
when  he  removed  to  Barre  city,  where  he  now 
lives  on  French  street. 

In  politics  Mr.  Holdett  is  a  Republican,  his 
first  vote  for  president  having  l>een  given  for 
John  C.  Fremont.  This  vote  was  cast  when  he 
was  a  resident  of  Illinois,  and  on  tliat  ticket  was 
the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  one  of  the  presi- 
dential electors  for  the  state.  Mr.  Holden  has 
served  his  native  town  as  selectman  and  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  represented  the 
town  in  the  state  legislature  of  1874-75.  Mr. 
Holden  is  a  member  of  Granite  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.  He  also  belongs  to  the  R.  B.  Crandall  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  was  the  first  commander  when  it  was 
organized,  and  is  tiow  its  present  commander. 

Mr.  Holden  married,  April  11,  1865,  Lucy  M. 
Howard,  born  October  11,  1839;,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Sarah  Howard,  of  Barre,  Vermont. 
Their  children  are:  Lizzie  Ellen,  born  August 
6.  1870;  Howard  Clinton,  born  June  23,  187 1  ; 
Annie  Chandler,  born  March  16,  1873;  Edson 
Fisher,  born  March  19.  1874:  Charles  Ira,  born 
April  22,  1876;  Ida  May,  bom  April  27,  1877; 
Jennie  Alice,  born  August  2t,  1879;  Josie  Maria, 
born  January  25,  1881 ;  and  Arthur  Clarence,  born 
October  24,  1883.  died  July  7,  1900.  Mr.  Hold- 
en's  wife  died  January  14,  1901. 

CHARLES  C.  EMERSON. 

The  Emerson  family  of  East  Thetford,  Ver- 
mont, are  among  the  most  influential  and  well 
known  residents  of  that  section  of  the  state,  and 
five  generations  of  the  family,  covering  a  period 
of  nearly  a  century,  have  occupied  the  same  sub- 
stantial residence.  They  are  descendants  of  the 
same  stock  as  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  the  most 
celebrated  of  American  philosophers,  who  was 
born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1803,  entered 
Harvard  in  1817,  was  graduated  in  182 1.  ami  be- 
came pastor  of  a  united  congregation  in  Boston  in 
1829;  his  death  occurred  in  the  year  1882. 

Jonathan  Emerson,  great-grandfather  of 
Charles  C.  Emerson,  was  a  prominent  resident  of 
Dunstable,  Massachusetts,  served  in  the  capacity 
of  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  while 
participating  in  the  second  battle  of  Still  Water 
was  wounded  in  the  wrist.     His  commission  is 
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now  in  the  possession  of  Charles  C.  Emerson. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Cummings, 
and  the  following  children  were  bom  to  them : 
Allan;  Lucinda,  who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Stevens;  Rachel,  who  was  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Fletcher ;  Betsy,  unmarried ;  and  Jonatlian  Emer- 
son. The  father  of  these  children  died  at  his 
home  in  Dunstable,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  sur- 
vived by  his  widow  and  children. 

Jonathan  Emerson,  grandfather  of  Charles  C. 
Emerson,  was  born  at  Dunstable,  Massachusetts, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Londonderry,  Ver- 
mont, thence  to  the  town  of  Thetford,  Vermont, 
in  1805.  with  his  mother.  He  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Londonderry,  but  in  1805 
he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  East  Thet- 
ford, which  he  cultivated  and  improved  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  yielded  him  a  handsome  income  in 
addition  to  that  derived  from  his  other  line  of  in- 
dustry, which  he  continued  to  follow  in  the  new 
locality.  He  was  an  active  participant  in  the  war 
of  181 2,  and  participated  at  the  battle  of  Platts- 
burg.  He  was  formerly  an  adherent  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  but  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  ad- 
vocated the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  serve  in 
the  various  local  offices.  He  married  Mary  Howe, 
and  six  children  were  born  to  them,  namely. 
Erasmus  D.,  engaged  in  farming  in  the  town  of 
Thetford,  and  who  was  united  in  marriage  to  Abi- 
gail Wallace;  Mary,  wife  of  Varnum  Woods,  h 
prominent  resident  of  Groton,  Massachusetts ; 
Merceline  R.,  wife  of  Johnson  Muchniore,  a  resi- 
dent of  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a  carpenter,  contractor  and  builder; 
Cyril  M.,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter ;  Oramel 
A.,  who  married  Grade  A.  Glenn,  and  they  resid- 
ed in  Thetford,  Vermont,  to  his  death,  in  1863, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits;  and 
Clarissa  M.,  unmarried.  Mr.  Emerson  died  in 
187 1,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1862. 

Cyril  M.  Emerson,  father  of  Charles  C.  Emer- 
son, was  born  March  21,  1817,  at  East  Thetford, 
\  ermont,  and  was  a  student  in  the  common 
schools  and  Thetford  Academy.  His  entire  life 
was  spent  on  the  old  homestead,  although  not  al- 
ways residing  in  the  original  house,  and  his  time 
and  attention  were  devoted  exclusively  to  general 


farming  and  to  the  tending  of  a  fine  flock  of 
Merino  sheep.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
militia,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  neighborhood,  both  physically 
and  mentally.  He  served  in  the  majority  of  the 
town  offices,  including  that  of  representative  to 
the  stale  legislature,  to  which  office  he  was  elected 
in  1878.  Mr.  Emerson  married  Harriet  C.  Hos- 
ford,  daughter  of  Jared  Hosford,  of  Thetford, 
Vermont,  who  was  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers 
of  that  section  of  the  state.  Their  children  were: 
Fred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years  ;  George, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months ;  and  Charlej 
C.  Emerson.  Mr.  Emerson  died  May  16,  1901, 
having  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- four 
years. 

Charles  C.  Emerson  was  born  at  East  Thet- 
ford, Vermont,  August  8,  1852,  and  his  education 
was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  and  Thet- 
ford Academy.  Being  reared  upon  the  ancestral 
estate,  he  was  familiar  with  all  the  routine  work 
of  a  farmer,  which  vocation  he  adopted  upon  at- 
taining young  manhood.  lie  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  stretch  of  meadow  facing  the  south,  as  good 
corn  land  as  there  is  in  New  England,  and  on  the 
ten  acres  or  more  which  they  usually  plant  they 
average,  from  year  to  year,  more  than  a  hundred 
bushels  of  corn  per  acre.  He  is  progressive  in 
his  ideas  and  methods,  making  use  of  the  latest 
improved  machinery,  and  in  this  manner  his  broad 
acres  yield  a  goodly  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
bestowed  upon  them.  Since  southern  professors 
with  their  free  trade  theories  have  destroyed  the 
profits  of  the  wool-growing  business  Mr.  Emerson, 
like  other  former  sheqi-owners  of  the  town,  has 
turned  his  attention  tc  dairying  in  connection  with 
his  farming  interests,  keeping  as  many  as  twenty 
cows.  He  is  prominent  in  town  affairs,  having 
repeatedly  and  continuously  served  as  lister  and 
selectman,  was  representative  to  the  legislature  in 
1888,  serving  on  state's  prison  and  library  com- 
mittee and  committee  on  canvassing  of  votes,  and 
at  the  present  time  (1903)  is  serving  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  chairman  of  the  board  of  school  direct- 
ors, having  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  for 
five  years. 

Cm  September  13,  1876,  Mr.  Emerson  mar- 
ried Harriet  B.  Webster,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them, — Maud  A.,  at  home,  super- 
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visor  in  the  Clark  School  for  the  Deaf,  a  state  in- 
stitution of  Massachusetts ;  Carl  A.,  at  home,  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm. 

ARTHUR  EUGENE  BUCK. 

Arthur  Eugene  Buck,  a  successful  agricultur- 
ist of  Berlin,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  John 
Buck,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1782.  His 
father  with  his  family  removed  from  Connecticut 
to  the  town  of  Berlin,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, and  located  on  a  farm  there,  which  he  culti- 
vated to  a  line  state  of  perfection.  In  1826  Mr. 
John  Buck  settled  in  the  town  of  Northfield, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived 
during  the  rest  of  his  days,  and  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  raising  of  garden  truck.  He 
married  Miss  Chloe  Allen,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  been  born  in  Gill,  Massachusetts,  in  1781. 
Their  children  were:  Chloe,  born  in  1810;  Eliza, 
born  in  1812;  Bradley,  born  in  1814;  Amanda, 
born  in  1819;  and  Harriet,  born  in  1823.  Mr. 
Buck  was  an  upright,  conscientious  citizen,  and 
was  respected  by  all  his  neighbors. 

Bradley  Buck,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Chloe  Buck,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Berlin. 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  June  17,  1814.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  the  district  school  of 
Berlin  and  at  Northfield,  whither  his  father  re- 
moved in  1826.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
pursued  the  occupation  of  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Northfield,  where  by  industry  and 
skill  he.  increased  the  value  of  his  property  to 
such  an  extent  that  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  19,  1895,  he  had  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

Tn  politics  Mr.  Buck  was  an  independent,  and 
voted  for  who  he  thought  would  be  the  best  man 
for  the  office,  irrespective  of  party  feelings.  He 
possessed  high  moral  principles,  and  he  won  and 
held  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  members  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resided.  On  March  5, 
1856,  Mr.  Buck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Polly  Hopkins,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Phi- 
lura  (Walcott)  Hopkins,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them:  Isadore  Amelia, 
born  June  10,  1857;  Willis  Herbert,  born  Au- 
gust 12.  1858:  Carrie  Eliza,  born  February  28, 
i860 :  Arthur  Eugene ;  and  James  Hopkins,  born 
September  2,  1865. 
30  x 


Arthur  Eugene  Buck,  second  son  of  Bradley 
and  Polly  Buck,  was  born  in  the  town  of  North- 
field,  Washington  county,  Vermont,  October  23, 
i86t.  He  attended  the  district  school  of  North- 
field  and  subsequently  was  a  pupil  at  the  seminary 
at  Montpelier.  Vermont.  Since  completing  his 
studies,  Mr.  Buck  has  devoted  a  useful  and  con- 
tented life  to  agricultural  pursuits;  he  has  im- 
proved the  property,  and  now  is  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  many  of  the  most  fertile  acres  in 
Washington  county,  or,  indeed,  in  the  state. 

Jn  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Buck  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  selectman  for  the  years  1899  and  1900. 
Mr.  Buck  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
friendly  and  open-hearted,  and  is  very  popular 
with  all  classes  in  his  town,  being  esteemed  by  all 
who  come  in  contact  with  him.  Mr.  Buck  was 
united  in  marriage,  November  24,  1891,  to  Miss 
Minnie  Scott,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Scott, 
of  Berlin,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Buck  died  October  24, 
1897.  April  15,  1903,  Mr.  Buck  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Reed,  of  Berlin,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Reed. 

HON.  JOSEPH  KIMBALL  DARLING. 

Hon.  Joseph  K.  Darling,  a  prominent  attor- 
ney at  law  of  Chelsea,  Vermont,  was  Ijorn  March 
8,  1833,  at  Corinth,  Vermont,  and  is  a  descendant 
of  a  Scotch-English  ancestry,  who  upon  their  ar- 
rival in  this  country  first  settled  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Peter  Darling;,  grandfather  of  Joseph  K. 
Darling,  was  a  resident  of  Hopkinton,  New- 
Hampshire,  from  which  town  he  removed  to 
Corinth,  Vermont,  being  one  of  its  early  settlers ; 
he  was  also  a  resident  of  Bradford,  Vermont,  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  devoted  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  the  owner  of  a 
farm  in  Corinth,  which  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  Darling  family  for  over  one  hundred  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party.  He  married  Miss 
Rclwcca  Burbank,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them : 
Jesse,  Moses,  Stephen,  Samuel,  John,  Eben  and 
Mrs.  Thursting.  Mrs.  Darling  was  a  lady  of 
striking  appearance,  very  tall  and  stately,  being 
six  feet  in  height,  and  remaining  very  erect  up 
to  the  time  of  her  decease  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
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years.  Mr.  Darling  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  was  interred  in  the  West  Corinth  cem- 
etery, his  wife  being  also  buried  in  the  same  plot. 

Jesse  Darling,  father  of  Joseph  K.  Darling, 
was  born  in  1795,  and  his  entire  life  was  devoted 
to  farming  interests  in  the  towns  of  Corinth, 
Huntington,  Stowe  and  Vershire.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church,  to  the 
support  of  which  he  contributed  liberally.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Rebecca  Whittaker, 
and  their  children  were:  Betsey,  Stephen  13., 
Joseph  K..  Eben,  who  died  in  childhood,  and 
Eben  ().  Darling.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  1843,  aged  forty-two  years.  Mr.  Darling 
married  for  his  .second  wife  Mrs.  Mchitablc 
Humphrey,  nee  Heath.  Their  children  are: 
Man  ,  wife  of  John  lUuzell ;  Perley  H.  and  Hat- 
tie  R.  Darling.  Mr.  Dai  ling  died  in  Vershire, 
Vermont,  in  1872,  having  attained  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years. 

Joseph  K.  Darling  received  his  educational 
training  at  the  common  schools,  from  a  private 
tutor  and  at  Corinth  Academy.  Being  desirous 
of  seeing  his  native  country,  he  went  to  Califor- 
nia in  1853  and  engaged  in  surveying  and  mining 
until  1861  :  five  years  of  this  period  was  spent  in 
the  employ  of  General  John  C.  Fremont  on  his 
Mariposa  mming  property.  He  returned  from 
California  in  the  spring  of  1861,  landing  in  New 
York  from  a  steamship  which  had  sailed  from 
Aspinwall.  Ishthmus  of  I'anama.  on  the  night  of 
the  day  which  had  seen  Fort  Sumter  fired  ujkmi. 
Returning  to  Corinth,  he  purchased  a  farm,  upon 
which  he  labored  for  a  short  period  of  time.  On 
August  16,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany H,  Twelfth  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  served 
with  his  regiment  for  the  full  term  of  enlistment, 
being  mustered  out  at  Braltleboro,  July  14,  1863. 
Ho  then  for  some  years  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  and  was  also  the  postmaster  at  East 
Corinth  from  1864  to  1871.  At  this  compara- 
tively late  period  in  life  he  decided  to  become  1 
lawyer,  and  commenced  reading  with  Hun.  Ro>- 
well  Farnham,  since  governor  of  Vermont.  In 
June.  1874.  he  was  admitted  to  the  <  )range  county 
bar  and  has  successfully  practiced  his  profession 
since  that  date,  the  first  ten  years  in  Fast  Corinth 
and  since  then  in  Chelsea,  where  he  now  resides. 
Mr.  Darling  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  from 
1882  to  1884  served  as  state's  attorney;  he  repre- 


sented Chelsea  in  the  Vermont  Legislature  of 
1890  and  1892,  in  the  former  year  serving  on  the 
joint  special  committee  on  temperance,  on  the  ju- 
diciary committee  and  on  the  election  committee, 
of  which  he  was  chairman.  In  the  latter  year  he 
served  on  the  judiciary  committee,  the  ways  and 
means  committee  and  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs.  He  was  a  senator  from 
Orange  county  in  1894  and  served  on  the  judi- 
ciary committee,  the  general  committee,  the  spe- 
cial joint  committee  on  the  Vermont  Industrial 
School  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  grand  list.  He  was  deputy  clerk  of  Orange 
county  from  1886  to  1894,  and  for  several  years 
was  chairman  of  the  Orange  county  Republican 
committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  Ransom 
Post  No.  74,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Darling  is  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Chelsea,  l>eing  for  over  twenty  years  the  superin- 
tendent and  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Mr.  Darling  was  married  at  Corinth,  Ver- 
mont. October  6,  1859,  to  Mary  Alice,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Joseph  and  Mary  (Robie)  Knight. 
Their  children  are:  Charles  Kimball,  born  in 
1864.  who  is  United  States  marshal  for  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  serving  his  second  term,  and 
an  attorney  by  profession,  was  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  College  in  1885.  studied  two  years  at 
West  Point  and  later  studied  law  at  the  Boston 
Law  University ;  he  is  colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment,  and  served  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war  with  the  rank  of  major.  Emma 
Lydia  Darling  resides  in  Boston  and  is  connected 
v»  ith  the  Willard  Settlement.  Hale  Knight  Dar- 
ling. Iwrn  January  26,  18(19,  at  East  Corinth,  was 
educated  at  C  helsea  Academy  and  commenced 
the  study  of  law  with  his  father  in  1887.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  went  to  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts, 
and  was  employed  by  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  until 
1 80 1.  when  he  became  reporter  on  the  Fitchburg 
Daily  Sentinel.  In  1893  he  went  to  North  Caro- 
lina to  recuperate  his  health,  resumed  the  study 
of  law  and  pursued  a  course  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Raleigh,  North  Caro- 
lina, September  21,  1894,  came  to  Chelsea  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  father  under  the 
firm  name  of  Darling  &  Darling,  with  offices  in 
the  court  house.    He  was  admitted  to  the  Ver- 
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mont  bar,  on  motion,  at  the  general  term,  1895. 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  brightest  members 
of  the  junior  bar  of  the  county,  if  not  the  state. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
also  belong  to  the  Red  Men,  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Sons  of  Veterans.  He  is  also  deputy  clerk  of 
the  Orange  county  courts.  He  married  Maybell 
Hyde,  and  their  children  are:  Pauline,  Hale 
Knight.  Jr..  Mary  and  Joseph  Darling.  The 
youngest  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darling  was 
then,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  October,  1873.  Mr.  Darling 
married  as  his  second  wife  Emma,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Hr.rvey  and  Laura  Webster;  she  died 
April  5.  1885.  On  July  24,  1895,  Mr.  Darling 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anzolette  M. 
Dow.  of  Xewburyport,  Massachusetts. 

ORRIN  H.  JONES. 

Orrin  Harvey  Jones,  the  present  postmaster 
of  Wilmington,  was  born  in  West  Dover,  Ver- 
mont, February  17,  1866,  and  is  a  grandson  of 
William  Harvey  Jones,  who  was  born  in  West 
Dover,  where  he  was  for  many  years  a  general 
merchant.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  progressive  men  of  the  town,  and  was  always 
interested  in  whatever  tended  to  the  improvement 
of  the  place.  He  married  Diana  A.  Allis,  a  native 
of  Wilmington,  and  they  liad  the  following 
named  children  •  Harriet  A..  Lauretta,  W.  Frank, 
Royal  H.,  Wells  P.,  a  resilient  of  Iirattleboro, 
and  Varillus  O.,  who  is  a  meml>cr  of  the  firm  of 
Clapp  &  Jones  of  Rrattleboro.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  were  devoted,  con- 
sistent and  influential  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

W.  Frank  Jones,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  review,  was  born  in  West  Dover  on  the  7th 
of  April,  1840.  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  town.  He  followed  the 
same  line  of  business  as  his  father  for  some  years, 
but  during  the  past  fifteen  years  has  served  as 
clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Dover.  lie 
represented  the  town  in  the  Vermont  legislature 
several  terms,  and  has  also  held  numerous  other 
local  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annette  Snow,  a  na- 
tive of  West  Dover  and  a  daughter  of  Nancy 


Rice  Snow,  the  former  of  whom  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  for  many  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Snow  reared  a  family  of  eight  children, 
namely :  Henrietta,  the  wife  of  Asa  Pratt,  of 
South  Acworth,  New  Hampshire;  Fayette,  a 
resident  of  Rowe,  Massachusetts ;  Annette ;  Jan- 
ette.  wife  of  John  C.  Brown,  of  Walpole,  New 
Hampshire;  Juliette,  who  married  D.  E.  Pal- 
meter,  of  Wilmington;  Leavitt  and  Duette,  of 
Wilmington ;  and  Julian  J.  of  West  Dover,  Ver- 
mont. Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Frank  Jones,  Orrin  H.  and  H.  Jennie,  the 
latter  being  the  wife  of  Alvah  Canedy,  of  West 
Dover.  Mrs.  Jones  departed  this  life  in  1881,  at 
the  age  of  forty-two.  Mr.  Jones  married  for  his 
second  wife  Martha  A.  Allis,  of  Dover,  December. 
14.  1886,  and  one  child,  Martha  A.,  was  born  to 
them.  December  29,  1892.  The  mother  died  in 
January,  1893. 

Orrin  H.  Jones,  the  only  son  of  W.  Frank  and 
Annette  Jones,  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  West  Dover  and  at  Leland  and 
Grey  Seminary  at  Townshend,  Vermont.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  began  his  business  life 
as  clerk  for  Orrin  O.  Ware,  a  general  merchant 
of  Wilmington,  which  situation  he  held  for  about 
seven  years.  Incidentally  he  became  interested 
with  others  in  starting  a  newspaper  in  Wilming- 
ton, and  furnished  more  out-of-town  subscrip- 
tions than  any  other  person.  Six  months  after 
the  Deerfield  Valley  Times  was  started,  he  pur- 
chased the  paper  and  continued  as  its  editor  and 
publisher  until  1894.  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  William  L.  Packard.  This  paper  was 
started  with  Forrest  L.  Stetson  as  publisher  an<t 
L.  E.  Keyser  as  editor,  while  Hosca  Mann  and 
others  were  interested  in  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise. While  in  the  editorial  chair  Mr.  Jones 
was  a  constant  advocate  of  the  needs  of  a  rail- 
road and  of  the  development  of  the  town  as  a 
summer  resort,  and  also  of  the  advantages  of  an 
electric  light  plant.  The  consummation  of  his 
hopes  has  Ixxn  to  him  an  ample  reward  for  his 
efforts.  In  1894,  by  reason  of  a  pulmonary  dif- 
ficulty, he  was  compelled  to  sell  the  paper  and 
recuperate  his  health  in  Colorado.  After  his  re- 
turn from  the  west  he  received  his  appointment 
as  ]>o>tmaster  of  Wilmington  from  President  Mc- 
Kinley.  in  June,  1897-  He  took  charge  of  the 
office  July  1  and  as  soon  as  possible  secured  the 
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necessary  authority  to  move  it  from  the  small, 
damp  room  in  which  it  was  located  to  the  spac- 
ious quarters  where  it  is  at  present  located. 
Politically  Mr.  Jones  is  a  Republican  of  the  most 
stalwart  type,  and  has  served  as  one  of  the  town 
committee,  and  helped  roll  up,  in  1896,  the  largest 
Republican  majority  for  president  given  in  Wil- 
mington in  many  years,  if  not  the  largest  ever 
given.  His  religious  views  are  in  harmony  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Universalist  church. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1893,  Mr.  Jones  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  D.,  a  daughter 
of  Justus  H.  and  Sophronia  Dix.  The  father 
was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  town,  was  a  successful  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  held  the  office  of  selectman  for  many  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  1895,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  while  his  wife,  a  na- 
tive of  Wardsboro,  Vermont,  passed  away  in 
death  in  the  same  year,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  three  chil- 
dren, Paul,  Philip  and  Dexter. 

DAVID  ALLEN  SM ALLEY. 

David  Allen  Smalley,  of  Burlington,  United 
States  district  judge  for  Vermont,  was  born  in 
Middlcbury,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  April 
6.  1809.  His  British  ancestors  bore  the  name 
of  Smollett.  The  first  of  the  family  who  emi- 
grated to  the  new  world  was  Benjamin  Smollett, 
or  Smalley — as  he  wrote  the  patronymic— of 
Dumbarton,  Scotland.  Arriving  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1687  he  was  for  a  short  time  a  member 
of  the  Plymouth  colony,  but  soon  removed  to 
Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  1703.  leaving  three 
sons. 

Benjamin  Smailcy,  eldest  son  of  the  immi- 
grant father,  was  bom  at  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
in  1693,  and  died  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  in 
1757.  He  married  Margaret  Allen,  an  aunt  of 
General  Ethan  Allen,  the  captor  of  Ticon- 
deroga.  Two  sons,  named  Benjamin  and  John, 
survived  him.  Benjamin,  the  cider,  was 
Wn  at  Lebanon  in  1723,  and  removed  from 
Salisbury,  Connecticut,  with  his  family,  in 
spring  of  1773,  to  that  part  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  now  known  as  Middlcbury, 
Vermont,  where  he  died  in  1807.  There 
he  built  the  first  log  house  in  the  settlement, 


and  there  his  two  children  were  the  first  victims 
of  death.  Imri  and  Alfred,  his  sons,  survived 
him.  Rnri  married  a  daughter  of  Major  Jona- 
than Hart,  of  Berlin,  Connecticut,  who  was 
killed  in  the  defeat  of  General  St.  Clair,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1 791,  while  leading  a  bayonet 
charge  intended  to  protect  the  retreat  of  the 
main  body.  Born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  in 
1761,  Imri  Smalley  died  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 
in  1827,  and  left  two  sons,  bearing  the  names  of 
Zera  and  Benjamin  H. 

Zera  Smalley  was  born  in  1787,  and  died  in 
1842.  His  wife  was  a  granddaughter  of  Major 
Garrett,  who  was  slain  in  the  massacre  of  Wy- 
oming. He  himself  served  as  an  army  surgeon 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Of  his  three  sons,  David 
Allen  was  the  eldest. 

Distinguished  in  his  youth  by  the  warmth  and 
kindliness  of  his  feelings,  by  his  quick  percep- 
tions, retentive  memory,  and  personal  daring, 
David  A.  Smalley  was  the  born  leader  of  his 
companions.  While  a  student  in  the  academy  at 
St.  Albans  he  achieved  lasting  reputation  for 
numerous  mischievous  pranks  that  were  charac- 
terized by  the  prominence  of  fun  and  the  utter 
absence  of  recklessness  and  malignity.  Hoist- 
ing a  donkey  into  the  belfry  of  the  academy, 
or  drawing  wood  upon  a  sledge  for  the  comfort 
of  a  needy  widow  and  her  family,  were  occupa- 
tions almost  equally  agreeable  to  the  active  and 
sprightly  boy. 

Gioosing  the  profession  of  law  for  the  future 
pursuits  of  life,  young  Smalley  began  the  re- 
quisite studies  in  the  office  of  Smalley  &  Adams 
at  St.  Albans.  There,  too,  he  completed  prepara- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Franklin  county  in  April,  1831. 
Benjamin  H.  Smalley,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  was  his  uncle,  and  he  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  in  Frelighsburg,  province  of  Quebec.  Henry 
Adams,  the  youngest  member,  always  enjoyed  the 
warmest  affection  of  his  former  pupil,  who 
named  his  eldest  born  after  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Smalley  settled  in  Jericho  for  profes- 
sional practice  soon  after  his  admission  to  the 
bar,  and  also  discharged  the  duties  of  postmaster, 
which  office  he  held  from  1832  to  1836.  Abil- 
ity, zeal  and  success  won  a  constantly  increas- 
ing clientage,  and  an  enviable  reputation.  In 
1836  he  removed  to  Lowell,  but  remained  there 
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only  a  lew  months.  Thence  he  repaired  to  Bur- 
lington, which  became  his  permanent  home. 
Here  a  wider  field  for  ambition  and  energy  pre- 
sented itself,  a  field  that  he  wisely  and  diligently 
cultivated.  Already  he  was  known  as  an  ardent 
adherent  of  General  Jackson,  and  as  an  eloquent 
and  effective  advocate  of  that  statesman's  policy. 
In  the  political  discussions  of  debating  societies, 
store  gatherings,  and  street  corner  groups  he  was 
an  influential  participant.  Nor  was  he  less  posi- 
tive and  decided  in  the  family  circle.  His  son 
Bradley — named  after  his  grandfather.  Colonel 
Bradley,  of  Fairfield — was  thoroughly  indoc- 
trinated in  childhood,  has  been  for  many  years 
a  leading  Democrat  in  Vermont,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  national  Democratic  committee  in  the 
last  two  presidential  campaigns. 

Being  impulsive,  earnest  and  persistent,  Mr. 
Smalley  was  as  active  in  political  as  in  legal 
affairs,  and  established  high  reputation  in  both 
departments.  Governor  Van  Ness,  afterward 
United  States  minister  to  Spain,  and  Mr. 
Smalley,  being  like-minded,  contracted  a  faithful 
and  life-long  friendship  soon  after  the  latter's 
arrival  in  Burlington.  Law  and  politics  arc 
-closely  allied  under  any  form  of  government, 
and  particularly  under  the  Democratic-Republi- 
can. Each  supplements  and  aids  the  other.  In 
1842  Mr.  Smalley  received  the  compliment  of 
election,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  to  the  state 
senate  from  Chittenden  county.  This  was  the 
more  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  state  and  county 
wcrc  overwhelmingly  Whig  in  point  of  political 
preference.  Declining  renomination,  he  devoted 
himself  with  renewed  assiduity  to  legal  practice. 
In  1844  he  was  admitted  as  a  practitioner  into 
the  United  States  supreme  court.  In  1847  he 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  state  Democratic 
committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  in  each 
of  the  ten  following  years  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  position.  To  the  national  Democratic  con- 
ventions of  1844.  18,18,  1852  and  1856.  he  was  a 
delegate,  and  in  the  two  latter  years  was  chair- 
man of  the  Vermont  delegation.  In  the  national 
Democratic  convention  assembled  at  Cincinnati 
in  1856  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  national 
committee,  and  by  it  was  chosen  to  the  chair. 
Of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  his  old  comrade  and 
schoolfellow,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Addison 
county,  he  was  a  zealous  personal  and  political 


friend.  Nor  was  he  on  terms  of  less  intimacy 
with  General  Franklin  Pierce,  who,  upon  his  ac- 
cession to  the  chief  magistracy  in  1853,  tendered 
to  Mr.  Smalley  the  appointments  of  minister  to 
Russia,  Spain  and  Austria,  and  the  solicitorship 
of  the  treasury,  successively.  All  these  honors 
were  declined.  He  did,  however,  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  the  president,  accq>t  the  office  of 
collector  of  customs  for  Vermont,  for  the  reason 
that  its  occupancy  would  neither  necessitate  the 
abandonment  of  his  large  and  lucrative  legal 
practice,  nor  seriously  interfere  with  its  prosecu- 
tion. 

Railroad  enterprise  found  an  efficient  helper 
in  Mr.  Smalley.  One  of  the  originators  of  the 
Rutland  and  Burlington  Railroad  Company,  he 
was  also  one  of  its  directors  and  legal  counsel- 
lors. From  1856  to  1863  he  owned  all  its  stock 
and  controlled  the  corporation.  The  acknowl- 
edged leader  of  the  Vermont  bar,  possessed  of 
the  most  remunerative  practice  in  the  state,  and 
collector  of  customs  from  Apnl,  1853.  to  Janu- 
ary, 1^57.  his  official  promotion  was  simply  a 
matter  of  time  and  convenience.  The  election 
of  James  Buchanan  to  the  presidency  in  1856 
was  largely  due  to  his  sagacity  and  zeal.  The 
remarkable  powers  of  oragnization  then  dis- 
played elicited  keenly  appreciative  applause,  and 
added  to  his  fame  as  a  practical  politician  and 
prescient  statesman. 

In  January,  1857,  Mr.  Smalley  accepted  a 
seat  on  the  bench,  as  a  member  of  the  federal 
judiciary.  Thenceforward  he  wholly  abstained 
from  participation  in  party  politics.  Neither 
would  he  have  anything  to  do  with  political  ap- 
pointments. Kvcn  advice  on  the  subject  was  re- 
fused to  the  administration ;  because — as  he 
wrote  in  explanation — judicial  activity  in  par- 
tisan politics  is  most  indecorous  and  improper, 
tends  to  the  disrepute  of  the  judiciary,  and  de- 
grades its  weight  and  authority.  His  sound  and 
judicious  opinions  on  this  topic  were  concordant 
with  the  action  of  the  national  senate,  which 
unanimously  confirmed  his  nomination  without 
the  formality  of  reference  to  a  committee. 
Higher  testimony  of  legislative  confidence  it  was 
impossible  to  give. 

As  a  judge  David  Allen  Smallev  is  best 
known  to  his  country.  His  twenty  years  of  serv- 
ice covered  the  crisis  of  its  history.    With  its 
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political  convulsions,  its  readjustments,  and  its 
subsequent  marvelous  developments  he  is  inti- 
mately identified.  He  held  the  balance  of  justice 
with  steady  and  even  hand.  Neither  clashing 
opinions,  nor  factious  rage,  nor  military  colli- 
sions affected  the  cool,  clear  judgment  of  the 
distinguished  jurist.  The  supremacy  of  consti- 
tutional law  was  to  him  an  axiomatic  truth,  and 
all  things  must  be  suliordinaied  to  it.  Tyranny 
on  the  one  hand  and  lawlessness  on  the  other 
were  equally  held  in  check.  This  sternly  grand 
impartiality  clothed  his  decisions  with  weightiest 
authority,  and  commanded  the  gravest  and  most 
unquestioning  respect.  Especially  was  this  the 
case  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  as  carried  on 
by  merchants  from  the  port  of  New  York. 

While  presiding  over  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  iX-cembcr, 
i860,  in  charging  the  grand  jury,  he  said: 

"You  will  probably  be  called  upon  to  investi- 
gate alleged  infractions  of  the  laws  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade.  *  *  *  If  courts 
or  jurors  fail  to  do  so  they  in  turn  become  of- 
fender* against  the  law — faithless,  perjured  guar- 
dians of  the  great  trusts  reposed  in  them,  and  de- 
serving   of    the    most    condign  punishment. 

*  *  *  Within  the  last  three  months  mure 
than  diree  thousand  miserable  human  beings 
have  been  taken  by  American  cruisers  from  slave 
vessels  sailing  from   the  port   of   New  York. 

*  *  *  The  laws  against  it  are  sufficiently 
plain,  explicit  and  severe  to  put  a  speedy  end  to 
it  if  vigorously  and  vigilantly  enforced.  *  «  * 
It  must  be  expected  that  the  degraded,  bad  men 
who  engage  in  or  aid  and  abet  this  horrible  trade 
(for  none  others  do)  will  resort  to  any  species 
of  chicanery,  fraud  and  falsehood  to  escape  de- 
tection, cover  up  their  infamy  and  avoid  punish- 
ment. Those  who  will  in  any  way  be  privy  to  it 
will  resort  to  any  crime,  however  atrocious,  to 
conceal  if.  Such  is  human  nature.  And  a  knowl- 
edge of  it,  should  be  met  by  the  most  unyielding 
determination,  vigilance  and  vigor  of  the  officers 
of  the  law  to  ascertain  the  truth,  point  out  the 
criminals  and  bring  them  to  justice." 

The  propriety,  force  and  necessity  of  this 
noble  charge  commanded  the  cordial  praise  of  the 
best  portion  of  the  metropolitan  press.  The  New 
York  Times  of  Deccmlier  27,  i860,  quoting  the 
formally  enunciated  opinion  of  Judge  Roosevelt, 
United  States  prosecuting  officer  for  that  district, 
that  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  slave  trade 


had  undergone  a  change,  and  that  the  national 
executive  would  not,  under  any  possible  circum- 
stances, permit  a  conviction  for  this  offence  in 
the  first  degree  to  be  followed  by  the  punishment 
prescribed  by  law,  said  of  it: 

"It  is  a  bold,  clear  and  emphatic  pronuncia- 
mento  against  the  doctrines  of  District  Attorney 
Roosevelt.  *  *  *  This  is  the  first  intimation 
that  they  (the  slaver  commercial  houses)  will 
have  received  for  many  years  that  a  judge  of  the 
U  nited  States  is  holding  court  in  the  city  of  New 
York  who  canuot  be  deterred  from  doing  his 
whole  duty.  *■  '  f  If  we  understand  Judge 
Smalley  rightly,  he  will  also  do  his  utmost,  within 
the  limits  of  his  office,  toward  directing  the  at- 
tention and  action  of  the  grand  jury  against  the 
millionaire  and  wealthy  merchants  who  have  ac- 
cumulated, and  arc  still  trying  to  increase  their 
fortunes  in  this  unholy  business." 

The  effect  of  this  charge  by  a  conscientious, 
pronounced  and  eminent  Democratic  judge  was 
immediate  and  decided. 

<  >n  the  14th  of  January,  1861.  when  the  se- 
cessionists had  fired  U|x>n  the  steamer  that  at- 
tempted to  convey  troops  and  supplies  to  Fort 
Sumter,  then  under  command  of  Major  Ander- 
son, Judge  Smalley  charged  the  grand  jury  in 
the  United  States  circuit  court  at  New  York  on 
the  law  of  treason  and  misprison  of  treason. 
Certain  merchants  and  residents  of  that  city  had 
shipped  arms  ami  munitions  of  war,  and  also 
supplies,  to  the  seceded  states,  after  their  com- 
mission of  overt  treason  by  firing  upon  a  national 
vessel.  After  stating  that  civil  war  existed  in 
portions  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  Confederates 
were  guilty  of  "high  treason,  by  levying  war," 
and  that  neither  states  nor  the  people  of  any 
state  can  absolve  themselves  or  others  from  al- 
legiance to  the  United  States  government,  he 
added : 

"What  amounts  to  adhering  and  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  our  enemies,  it  is  somewhat  diffi- 
cult in  all  cases  to  define;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
furnishing  them  with  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
vessels  or  other  means  of  transportation,  or  any 
material  which  will  aid  the  traitors  in  carrying 
out  their  traitorous  purposes,  with  a  knowledge 
that  they  are  intended  for  such  purposes,  doe* 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the  act." 

The  effect  of  this  charge  was  electric.  It 
crystalized  the  chaotic  sentiments  of  unionists 
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into  definite  and  solid  opinion,  and  also  evidenced 
the  fact  that  partisan  distinctions  were  anni- 
hilated in  presence  of  danger  to  the  integrity 
of  the  Union.  Coming  from  a  jurist  of  his 
political  antecedents,  it  wrought  with  all  the 
greater  force.  The  newly  elected  president, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  warmly  thanked  him  for  his 
action,  and  congratulated  the  country  that  in 
such  a  fearful  crisis  it  was  blessed  with  so  fear- 
less and  independent  a  judge.  The  press  of  both 
political  parties  generally  commended  his  charge. 
Dissenters  like  the  Xciv  York  Illustrated  Xcws, 
which  said.  "Although  we  have  respectfully 
stated  our  dissent  from  the  judge's  definition  of 
the  law,  we  cannot  withhold  our  admiration  of 
the  patriotism  which  induced  Judge  Smalley  to 
assume  the  responsibility  of  directing  public 
opinion  in  the  crisis  at  which  the  affairs  of  the 
country  have  arrived."  spoke  with  bated  breath 
and  reverent  esteem  of  his  moral  courage.  The 
best  characteristics  of  Andrew  Jackson  belonged 
to  his  early  admirer  and  disciple.  Conscien- 
tiousness, impartiality  and  firmness  found  ample 
scope  in  the  new  issues  and  trying  ordeals  of 
those  perilous  times.  Whether  checking  seces- 
sionists disintegration,  or  defending  the  rights 
of  the  people  against  the  usurpations  of  official- 
ism, he  was  equally  wise  and  decided.  Consti- 
tutional law  was  the  only  guide  he  would  con- 
sent to  acknowledge. 

At  the  October  term  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  held  at  Rutland.  Vermont,  in  1862, 
Judge  Smalley  rendered  a  decision  in -the  case 
of  Field,  who  had  applied  for  a  writ  of  "habeas 
corpus  011  the  27th  of  August  previous.  This 
writ  had  been  granted  by  the  judge,  but 
obedience  thereto  was  refused  by  United  States 
Marshal  Raldwin.  who  acted  under  instructions 
from  the  war  department  at  Washington.  Judge 
Smallev  pointed  out  the  illegality  of  the  prisoner's 
detention,  and  in  terse  and  vigorous  language  de- 
scribed the  order  under  which  Baldwin  had  re- 
fused compliance. 

"It  contains  (said  he)  an  implied  threat 
agaitist  the  members  of  the  bar  and  other  officers 
of  the  court,  and  even  against  the  court  itself,  if 
cither  do  anything  judicially  or  professionally  to 
liberate  a  prisoner  confined  in  jail  upon  what  we 
have  already  seen  was  a  despotic  and  illegal  order 
of  the  War  Department.   A  more  flagrant  disre- 


gard of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  can 
hardly  be  conceived.  *  *  *  I  deeply  regret 
that  such  an  order  should  go  abroad,  not  on  my 
own  account,  but  because  such  illegal  assumptions 
of  power  go  far  to  bring  our  institutions  and  gov- 
ernment Into  disrepute,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
I  need  not  say  to  the  people  of  Vermont,  my  na- 
tive state,  where  my  temper  and  conduct  through 
life  are  well  known,  that  threats  will  not  influence 
me.  nor  that  I  shall  do  what  I  deem  my  duty 
una  wed.  *  *  *  A  judge  who  will  not  faith- 
fully and  fearlessly  perform  every  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  as 
much  merits  disgrace  and  punishment  as  does 
the  soldier  who  deserts  his  colors  on  the  battle- 
field." 

The  upshot  of  the  difficulty  was  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  objectionable  order  by  the  war  depart- 
ment. Judge  Smalley  fined  the  marshal  for  con- 
tempt of  court,  and  would  not  permit  him  to  act 
as  one  of  the  officers  of  the  court  until  he  had 
purged  himself  of  such  contempt  by  obeying  the 
rejected  order.  The  marshal  paid  the  fine,  and 
was  restored  to  his  privileges.  Such  judges  as 
David  Allen  Smalley  are  invaluable  to  the  com- 
monwealth. Liberty  cannot  sustain  injury  while 
they  preside  in  tribunals  of  justice.  This  was 
only  one  out  of  many  instances  in  which  he 
sturdily  resisted  the  arrogant  approaches  of  au- 
thority toward  usurpation  and  tyranny. 

Judge  Smalley  was  a  tireless  worker.  He 
not  only  attended  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  his  own  district,  but  frequently 
presided  over  the  United  States  circuit  courts  in 
New  York,  Albany,  Buffalo  and  other  places. 
A  paralytic  stroke  impaired  his  physical  powers 
in  July,  1874.  In  consequence  of  this.  Congress 
passed  an  act  in  February,  1875,  authorizing  him 
to  retire  from  labor,  and  continuing  his  salary. 
Partial  restoration  induced  him  to  decline  the 
proffered  privilege.  Rut  in  February.  1877,  he 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted, 
and  was  to  take  effect  from  the  appointment  of 
his  successor.  On  the  10th  of  March,  1877, 
Judge  Smallev  died  at  his  own  residence  in 
Burlington.  His  judicial  career  was  one  of  re- 
markable power  and  brilliancy.  Its  zenith  was 
coincident  with  the  most  momentous  crisis  of  our 
national  history.  His  love  of  country  was  pro- 
found and  his  hatred  of  oppression  most  intense. 
Uniting  a  generous  and  pure  heart  with  an  tui' 
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commonly  powerful  intellect  and  a  fearlessly  in- 
domitable will,  he  was  greatly  beloved  by  all 
who  could  appreciate  his  virtues.  In  his  own 
home  he  was  ever  an  exceptionally  fond  husband 
and  a  tenderly  affectionate  father.  The  Hon. 
E.  W.  Stoughton  of  the  United  States  circuit 
court  in  New  York  city  voiced  the  feelings  of  the 
bench  and  of  the  bar  in  the  statement:  "In 
many  respects  his  personal  qualities  were  of  a 
character  to  endear  him  to  those  who  became  his 
friends.  In  his  family  he  was  very  much  be- 
loved. His  home  was  made,  by  the  very  qualities 
I  have  mentioned,  a  very  charming  and  a  very 
happy  one."  The  Hon.  E.  J.  Phelps  on  the 
same  occasion  bore  strong  testimony  to  his  su- 
perlatively excellent  judicial  qualities.  The  Hon. 
L.  E.  Chittenden  also,  who  had  often  been  his 
antagonist  in  litigated  cases,  said  that  of  Judge 
Smalley  "one  thing  was  especially  characteristic 
— when  he  gave  his  word  or  understanding  to 
another  member  of  the  bar,  it  was  always  as 
reliable  as  his  bond."  As  one  who  never  had  any 
personal  difficulties,  "his  influence  upon  the 
younger  members  of  the  bar  is  most  excellent, 
and  his  example  one  which  none  of  us  will  ever 
be  too  old  to  follow."  Two  of  the  gentlemen 
whose  estimates  are  thus  cited  had  k?iown  him 
as  legist  and  jurist  for  nearly  forty  years. 

David  Allen  Smalley  was  married  on  the  22<\ 
of  May,  1833,  to  Laura,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Bradley  Barlow,  a  large  landed  proprietor,  and 
a  gentleman  of  high  standing  and  extensive  in- 
fluence, in  Fairfield,  Vermont.  Five  children 
were  the  issue  of  this  union.  Of  these,  Henry 
Adams  Smalley,  Bradley  Barlow  Smalley  and 
Eugene  Allen  Smalley  survive. 

HON  BRADLEY  BARLOW  SMALLEY. 

Bradley  Barlow  Smalley,  residing  at  Burling- 
ton, was  horn  November  26.  1835,  in  Jericho,  Ver- 
mont, son  of  David  A.  ami  Laura  (Barlow) 
Smallev.  The  father  was  one  of  the  most  eminent 
citizens  of  Vermont,  and  an  account  of  his  gene- 
alogy, life  and  public  services  appears  above. 

When  four  years  of  age.  Bradley  B.  Smalley 
removed  with  his  father  to  Burlington,  where  he 
obtained  an  excellent  practical  education  in  com- 
mon and  academical  schools.  This  completed,  he 
decided  to  adopt  the  legal  profession  for  the  fu- 
ture activities  of  life.     Beginning  the  requisite 


studies  in  the  office  of  his  revered  father,  he  also 
finished  them  under  the  supervision  of  that  ad- 
mirable expositor  of  the  law,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Chittenden  county  in  1863.  Two 
years  prior  to  the  latter  event  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment as  clerk  of  the  United  States  circuit  and 
district  courts,  which  he  held  from  January  1, 
1861,  to  July  1,  1885.  The  unquestionably  able 
and  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  appurten- 
ant to  it  retained  him  in  position  for  so  many 
years. 

Mr.  Smalley's  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
national  Democratic  party.  That  organization 
seems  to  he  in  the  permanent  minority  in  Ver- 
mont. But  notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Smalley 
wields  much  influence,  and  he  has  made  his  mark 
on  the  legislative  history  of  the  state.  In  1874, 
and  again  in  1878,  he  represented  the  citizens  of 
Burlington  in  the  legislature,  and  established  his 
reputation  as  a  practical  working  member.  He 
has  also  held  different  municipal  offices  in  the  city 
of  Burlington. 

In  the  councils  of  the  Democratis  party — as 
well  the  national  as  the  state — Mr.  Smalley  has 
been  and  is  an  influential  participant.  Of  each 
he  becomes  a  more  potent  factor  as  the  years  roll 
on.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  national  Demo- 
cratic committee  since  1873,  and  since  1876  has 
l>een  a  member  of  the  national  executive  commit- 
tee. As  such  he  devoted  nearly  the  whole  of  his 
time  to  the  service  of  his  party  during  the  presi- 
dential campaigns  of  1876,  1880,  1884,  1888,  1892, 
having  charge  of  one  of  the  departments.  He  was 
a  delete  from  the  state  of  Vermont  to  the  na- 
tional Democratic  convention  in  1872,  1876.  1880 
and  1884.  He  is  in  possession  of  the  fullest  con- 
fidence of  the  Democratic  leaders,  and  exhibits  al- 
most unlimited  power  for  active  political  work. 

Mr.  Smallev  has  manifested  much  and  most 
intelligent  interest  in  the  railroad  affairs  of  the 
state,  and  was  a  director  of  the  Central  Vermont 
Railroad  Company  up  to  the  epoch  of  its  reor- 
ganization. He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Southeastern  system  of  railroads,  and  the  Rutland 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  also  a  director  for 
manv  years  of  the  Burlington  Trust  Company. 
Thorough  and  diligent  in  business,  excellent  in 
civil  life,  and  efficient  in  the  various  offices  held 
by  him,  he  is  respected  equally  by  political  friends 
and  political  opponents. 
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Bradley  B.  Smalley  was  married  on  the  4th  of 
June,  i860,  to  Caroline  M.,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Carlos  Baxter,  late  of  Burlington.  Five  children 
have  been  the  fruit  of  their  union :  Frank  Allen 
Smalley,  born  September  17,  1861 ;  Laura  Barlow 
Smalley,  born  January  25,  1864 ;  David  Allen 
Smalley.  November  30.  1865 ;  Frances  A.  B.,  Jan- 
uary k,  1878;  Caroline  Deming  Smalley,  May 
to,  1875. 

JOHN  LYNDON  AYERS. 

John  Lyndon  Ayers,  of  Berlin,  Vermont,  one 
■of  the  progressive  fanners  of  that  section,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Middlesex,  Washington  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  November  26,  1833.  Thomas  Ayers, 
.great-grandfather  of  John  Lyndon  Ayers,  was  a 
resident  for  many  years  of  Greenland,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pation of  farming.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Hannah  Lucy.  Thomas  Avers,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Hannah  Ayers,  and  grandfather  of 
John  Lyndon  Ayers,  was  l>orn  in  Greenland.  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  resided  for  the  greater  part 
•of  his  life.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Cornish, 
New  Hampshire.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lydia  Bartlett. 

John  Ayers,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  Ayers, 
and  father  of  John  Lvndon  Ayers,  was  born  in 
Cornish.  New  Hampshire,  February  21,  1797. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cornish,  and  his  boyhood  and  young  manhood 
were  passed  upon  his  father's  farm,  where  he  ably 
assisted  his  father  with  the  work.  In  the  year 
1823  Mr.  Ayers  removed  to  the  town  of  Middle- 
sex, Washington  county.  Vermont,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  he  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  a  general  line  of  gar- 
den truck  ;  he  remained  there  about  twelve  years, 
when  he  located  on  a  farm  on  Jones  brook,  in  the 
town  of  Berlin,  Washington  county,  where  he  re- 
sided for  fifteen  years.  lie  then  settled  west  of 
Berlin  Corners,  in  the  same  town,  and  remained 
there  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  politics 
Mr.  Ayers  was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  he  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  success  and  welfare  of 
that  party. 

On  February  11.  1823.  Mr.  Ayers  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lovisa  True,  who  was  born 
Deceml>er  17,  1798.    Five  children  were  born  to 


them :  Lovisa  Warren,  born  November  17,  1823 ; 
Thomas  Sylvester,  born  July  29,  1830,  died  in 
August,  1844 ;  John  Lyndon  born  November  26, 
1833;  Charles  March,  born  November  26,  1834; 
and  Hiram  Bartlett.  born  October  12,  1839.  Mr. 
Ayers  died  May  30,  1889,  and  his  wife  died  Sep- 
tember i,  1 88-| . 

John  Lyndon  Ayers,  second  son  of  John  and 
Lovisa  Ayers,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Middlesex  and  Berlin,  to  which  latter  place  his 
parents  removed  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
After  completing  his  studies  he  assisted  his  father 
in  the  management  of  the  farm,  remaining  there 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years.  For 
a  short  period  of  time  he  resided  on  another  farm 
in  Berlin ;  then  he  removed  to  the  town  of  More- 
town,  Washington  county,  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1900,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  town  of  Berlin  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, and  which  he  has  cultivated  to  such  a  state 
of  perfection  that  it  yields  him  an  abundant  har- 
vest. In  his  political  views  Mr.  Ayers  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

Mr.  Ayers  was  united  in  marriage,  January  4, 
1863.  to  Miss  Adaline  Mansfield,  who  was  born 
April  II,  1839.  a  daughter  of  Royal  and  Lydia 
Eliza  (Dewey)  Mansfield.  The  following  named 
children  have  been  born  to  them :  Myron  L., 
born  November  26.  1863 :  he  married  Miss  Alice 
Kenney,  and  their  children  are :  Dorothy  H., 
Ikuti  December  1.  1S96,  and  Esther,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5.  1808:  he  and  his  family  reside  in  Dick- 
inson. North  Dakota.  Addie  Elizabeth,  born  Sep- 
tember 15.  i860,  wife  of  Albert  H.  Cole,  and  they 
reside  in  the  town  of  Berlin.  Vermont.  George 
Elmer,  born  May  26.  1872 ;  he  married  Miss  Grace 
Dewov,  Tune  20.  i8q~,  who  is  the  daughter  of 
A.  C.  and  Fannie  (Wright)  Dewey,  and  their 
children  arer  Alberta  Adaline.  born  May  10, 
1800:  and  Dorris  E..  born  January  3.  1901 ;  they 
are  residents  of  the  town  of  Berlin.  Vermont. 

HERBERT  G.  PORTER. 

Herbert  G.  Porter,  of  Jacksonville,  Vermont, 
was  born  April  21,  1851,  in  Whitingham.  His 
father,  George  Porter,  a  native  of  Whitingham, 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  conjunction  with  other  occupations.  Opposite 
the  hotel  he  built  a  mill,  which  he  operated  sev- 
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eral  years,  then  sold,  and  invested  in  a  farm, 
which  he  carried  on  ten  years.  Returning  to  the 
village,  he  again  engaged  in  milling,  continuing 
until  1886.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  prom- 
inence in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  lister 
and  selectman,  in  the  latter  office  being  chairman 
of  the  board.  Of  his  union  with  Fannie  Kings- 
bury, two  children  were  born,  namely :  Herbert 
G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  ami  Eli  H.  a  grain 
merchant  in  Wilmington.  The  mother  died  in 
1873,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 

Herbert  G.  Porter  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  having  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  under  his  .father's  instructions,  he  fol- 
lowed it  in  Massachusetts  two  years,  then  re- 
turned to  Vermont,  settling  in  Jacksonville, 
where  he  operated  a  grist  mill  from  1876  until 
1886.  He  has  since  continued  his  residence  here, 
serving  for  eight  years  of  the  time  as  postmaster. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  has  been  lister  a 
number  of  terms,  superintendent  of  schools,  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

Mr.  Porter  married,  in  1876.  Mary  I.uana 
Starr,  who  was  born  in  Jacksonville,  Vermont, 
January  11,  1853,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  C.  Starr, 
and  a  iineal  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  Dr.  Comfort  Starr,  the  immigrant  ances- 
tor, the  line  of  descent  being  as  follows :  Dr.  Com- 
fort. John,  Comfort.  Captain  Comfort,  Comfort, 
Parley,  Edwin  C,  Mary  I.uana. 

HENRY  G.  THOM  AS. 

Henry  G.  Thomas,  state. fish  and  game  com- 
missioner, to  whose  patriotism,  public-spirited 
and  stirring  enterprise  his  native  village  of  Stowe 
is  in  large  degree  indebted  for  its  splendid  Sol- 
diers' Memorial  Building,  and  who  has  in  various 
other  ways  been  a  potent  factor  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  community  and  the  common- 
wealth, came  of  honored  Revolutionary  ancestry, 
in  both  paternal  lines. 

His  paternal  great-grandfather,  Andrew 
Thomas,  was  a  brother  of  David  Thomas,  who 
was  among  the  "Mohawks"  of  Boston  Tea  Party 
Kame  in  early  Revolutionary  days.  Andrew 
Thomas  ( 1  )  was  first  lieutenant  and  captain  in 
the  war  for  freedom.  In  1810  t>r  1X12  he  re- 
moved   from    Middlebury.    Massachusetts,  to 


Woodstock.  Vermont,  where  he  passed  his  re- 
maining days  as  a  farmer. 

Lemuel  (2),  son  of  Andrew  Thomas,  was 
lx>rn  in  Middlebury,  Massachusetts,  came  about 
1815  from  Woodstock  to  Stowe.  where  he  built 
a  woolen  mill  and  sawmill,  which  he  operated  for 
many  years.  He  was  the  leading  business  man  of 
his  day  in  the  village,  and  served  as  selectman 
and  in  the  legislature ;  in  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  a  Mi»s 
Rhoda  Mendell,  of  Bridge-water,  Vermont,  who 
bore  him  children  :  Jones  ;  Weston  L. ;  Rhoda.  who 
married  Jerome  IJ.  Slayton,  and  both  of  whom  are 
deceased :  and  Henry,  who  died  aged  twenty-one 
years.  Lemuel  Thomas  married,  second.  Betsey 
1  hitler,  a  daughter  of  ex-Govenrnor  Butler,  and 
of  this  marriage  was  lx>rn  a  son.  Ahijah,  who 
married  and  became  the  father  of  five  children. 

Jones  (3).  eldest  child  of  Lemuel  Thomas, 
was  born  June  5.  1815.  in  Woodstock.  He  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education,  and  learned 
shoemaking  and  followed  his  trade  for  several 
years  at  Stowe.  He  subsequently  engaged  in 
fanning,  in  which  he  has  continued  to  the  present 
time.  He  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  became  a 
Republican  at  the  organization  of  that  party.  He 
married  Julia  Ann  Harris,  daughter  of  Captain 
|oel  Harris,  Jr..  and  to  them  were  born :  Milton, 
who  was  accidentally  drowned  when  two  and  a 
half  years  old ;  Henry  George,  who  appears  la- 
ter in  this  narrative ;  and  Julia  Ann.  The  latter 
named  married  Henry  11.  Oakes,  now  deceased, 
who  was  a  merchant  at  Stowe.  afterwards  a  fann- 
er, and  who  served  as  town  collector :  of  this  mar- 
riage were  born  two  children.  Asa  and  Bertha. 
Jones  Thomas  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years;  his  wife  died  in  1885,  aged  sixty-six 
years. 

Henry  George  Thomas  (4).  second  child  and 
only  surviving  son  of  Jones  and  Julia  Ann  <  Har- 
ris) Thomas,  was  born  March  6.  1844.  He  was 
reared  on  the  jKiternal  farm  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  He  was  but  a  boy 
of  seventeen  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  but  in 
his  \cins  flowed  the  blood  of  Revolutionary  ances- 
tors, and  his  patriotic  spirit  moved  him  to  enlist 
in  the  Third  Regiment.  Vermont  Volunteers, 
l.'nder  the  lawful  age  for  service  in  the  ranks,  he 
was  mustered  in  as  a  drummer,  but  he  performed 
other  duties,  and  shared  in  all  the  hardships  and 
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dangers  of  the  march  and  battlefield.  Whenever 
his  regiment  was  in  actum,  he  was  with  it  at  the 
front,  succoring  the  wounded,  and  in  camp  he 
acted  as  regimental  postmaster.  During  his  three 
years'  term  of  service  he  participated  in  all  the 
momentous  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  in  many  of  its  hardest  fought  battles, 
among  them  those  of  Lunensville,  Lee's  Mills, 
Williamsburg,  Golden  Farm,  Savage  Station, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  South  Mountain,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg  (both  engagements),  Mary's 
Heights,  Salem  Church,  Banks  ford.  Gettysburg, 
Rappahannock  Station  and  Orange  Grove.  He 
also  served  in  the  Petersburg  campaign  until  July 
16,  1864,  and  he  was  with  the  forces  which  drove 
back  the  rebel  General  Early  in  his  attempt  to 
capture  Washington  city.  An  incident  of  his 
service  was  his  being  slightly  wounded  in  the 
left  arm  in  the  battle  of  Lee's  Mills,  while  assist- 
ing across  Warwick  creek  a  wounded  comrade, 
John  Hacon,  who  was  shot  through  the  lung.  In 
this  affair  young  Thomas's  company  sustained  a 
loss  of  sixteen  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
scarcely  a  man  escaped  unwounded. 

After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army 
in  1864,  Mr.  Thomas  re-entered  school  for  a  few 
months,  and  then  took  employment  as  a  clerk  in 
a  general  store  in  Stowe.  In  the  spring  of  1867 
he  relinquished  his  position  and  went  to  Grand 
Haven,  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  partnership  with  Healey  C. 
Akelev.  Mr.  Thomas  retired  from  this  partner- 
ship in  1869  and  removed  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  where 
he  conducted  a  l>oot  and  shoe  store  for  a  number 
of  vcars.  He  then  moved  back  to  his  native  town 
in  1872.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  where  he  conducted  the  leading  music 
store  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  for 
some  years  a  director  in  the  leading  Masonic  In- 
surance Company  of  die  northwest.  He  was  in- 
terested in  the  laying  out  of  the  nourishing  village 
of  Hope,  in  Steele  county.  North  Dakota,  having 
participated  in  the  organization  of  the  county. 
He  subsequently  disposed  of  these  interests,  tak- 
ing Minneapolis  property  in  exchange. 

In  1896  Mr.  Thomas  returned  to  his  native 
town.  Stowe,  Vermont,  and  gave  himself  actively 
to  the  promotion  of  its  interests.  In  1900  he  was 
unanimously  elected  commander  of  H.  H.  Smith 


Post  No.  19,  G.  A.  R.,  and  continued  to  hold  the 
commandership  for  three  consecutive  years.  His 
first  effort  was  to  procure  funds  wherewith  to 
provide  a  monument  to  the  heroes  who  had  gone 
from  the  village  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
I'nion.  and  who  had  given  their  lives  to  the  cause. 
He  had  personally  collected  for  this  purj>ose  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  antl  when  he 
made  his  plans  known  to  his  personal  friend,  Mr. 
Healcy  C.  Akelev,  that  gentleman  replied: 
"Would  it  not  be  better  to  put  up  something  for 
the  living  instead  of  the  dead?  You  and  your 
sister  Julia  talk  it  over  and  put  up  what  you 
think  for  the  best ;  such  an  edifice  as  would  be  a 
suitable  memorial  to  those  whose  memories  were 
worthy  of  perpetuation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  of 
usefttlness  to  the  community."  Mr.  Thomas  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  the  erection  of  a  memorial 
building  of  such  construction  as  to  afford  rooms 
for  public  and  official  uses,  so  suggested  by  the 
inscriptions  "Pro  Bono  Publico"  and  "In  Me- 
monam"  which  appear  under  the  front  windows, 
the  rents  from  which  building  would  provide  for 
its  maintenance,  and  with  munificent  liberality 
Mr.  Akelev  gave  to  Mr.  Thomas  authority  to 
procure  the  necessary  site  and  expend  whatsoever 
sum  would  be  necessary  for  its  purpose. 

The  task  could  not  have  been  committed  to- 
more  capable  hands.  Mr.  Thomas  had  entered 
upon  his  original  project  as  a  labor  of  love,  and  he 
engaged  in  the  larger  enterprise  in  the  same  spirit. 
He  practically  planned  the  edifice,  making  it  the 
embodiment  of  his  own  lofty  conception  of  beauty 
and  utility,  and  gratuitously  gave  almost  his  en-- 
tire  time  to  the  superintendence  of  its  building. 
Careful  and  methodical  at  every  stage,  he  has  dis- 
posed of  the  means  at  his  command  with  such  sa- 
gacity that  while  the  total  expenditure  upon  the 
edifice  will  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
perts have  ventured  the  opinion  that  it  might 
have  cost  twice  that  amount,  while  the  general 
concensus  of  opinion  of  architects  is  that  there 
is  probably  not  another  building  in  the  state  so 
complete,  so  beautiful  ami  so  well  adapted  to  the 
purj>oses  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  that, 
while  its  memorial  character  can  never  be  lost 
sight  of,  the  name?  of  its  munificent  donor,  Mr. 
Akelev.  and  of  the  one  who  carried  his  purpose 
forward   to   a   successful   consummation,  Mr. 
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Thomas,  will  ever  be  indissolubly  associated  with 
it  The  following  appears  on  the  bronze  tablet 
placed  there  by  the  citizens  of  Stowe : 

"In  recognition  of  the  munificent  gift  of  this 
building,  by  Hcaley  C.  Akeley,  and  in  apprecia- 
tion of  the  efforts  of  Henry  G.  Thomas  in  its  ac- 
complishment, this  tablet  is  placed  in  commemora- 
tion by  the  citizens  of  Stowe." 

Stowe  Soldiers'  Memorial  Building,  the  con- 
struction of  which  was  begun  in  1901,  is  of  red 
face  brick  and  granite,  beautiful  in  appearance, 
and  of  the  most  thorough  workmanship  within 
and  without.  The  front  presents  a  most  pleasing 
effect,  and  the  portal  is  guarded  by  four  massive 
columns,  the  structure  being  old  colonial  in  archi- 
tecture. The  interior  finish  is  in  native  red  birch. 
The  upper  floor  contains  rooms  for  the  assembling 
of  informal  social  gatherings,  with  a  spacious 
auditorium  suitable  for  concerts,  lectures  and  dra- 
matic entertainments,  with  necessary  stage  equip- 
ment, dressing  rooms,  toilet  rooms,  etc.  A  fine 
banquet  hall  occupies  the  basement,  with  ample 
kitchen  room,  a  parlor,  a  sitting  room  and  toilet 
rooms.  On  the  first  floor  are  the  postoffice,  sav- 
ings bank,  public  reading  room  and  library,  town 
clerk  s  office  with  fire-proof  record  rooms,  select- 
men's office,  ladies'  toilet  and  Memorial  Hall.  Hot 
and  cold  water  is  distributed  throughout  the 
buihhng.  The  dedication  of  Soldiers'  Memorial 
Building  took  place  on  the  19th  day  of  August, 
1903,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  most  memorable  event 
in  the  history  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  long  been  recognized  as  an 
expert  in  scientific  pisciculture,  and  to  him  is  due 
the  inception  of  the  enterprise  which  now  exists  in 
the  Lake  Mansfield  Trout  Preserve,  of  which  he 
is  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  he  is  also  secretary 
of  the  Fish  and  Game  League.  He  found  high 
recognition  of  his  interest  in  these  lines,  at  the 
hands  of  Governor  Stickney,  who  apj>ointed  him 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  state  fish  and  game 
commission,  and  he  was  reappointed  to  the  posi- 
tion li'  <  lovcrnor  McCullough  for  four  years.  Mr. 
Thomas  is  a  member  of  Mystic  I .« nitre-.  F.  &  A. 
M..  of  Stowe.  and  of  Ark  C  hapter.  K.  A.  M..  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  lie  was  formerly  a 
member  of  Morgan  P  '-t.  G.  A,  P..  in  the  last 
named  city,  having  joined  it  when  its  member- 
ship 10.00)  crave  il  rank  as  next  to  the  larger 
post  in  flu*  United  Stales:  he  is  now  affiliated 


with  H.  H.  Smith  Post  No.  19,  of  Stowe.  In  in- 
dependent circumstances,  possessed  of  fine  social 
qualities,  and,  withal,  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited,  Mr.  Thomas  exerts  a  strong  influence 
in  the  community  and  neighborhood,  and  is  hon- 
ored as  one  who  is  at  all  times  a  public  benefactor. 
While  the  Soldiers'  Memorial  Building  is  the 
most  important  enterprise  with  which  he  has 
been  associated,  he  has  aided  in  all  other  salutary 
movements. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married  January  12,  1868, 
to  Miss  Alice  G.  Raymond,  of  Stowe.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage.  Luna  J. 
Whitcomb,  the  elder,  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  S. 
Whitcomb,  of  Castleton,  North  Dakota,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Frances.  The  second  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  Mary  A.,  is  the  wife  of 
W  illiam  P.  Cooper,  of  the  firm  of  R.  L.  Polk  & 
Company,  publishers.  Salt  I.ake  City,  Utah,  to 
whom  have  been  born  two  children.  Ruth  and 
Ralph. 

HEALEY  C.  AKELEY. 

Hcaley  C.  Akeley,  whose  name  will  be  held  in 
honor  in  Stowe  through  the  coming  generations 
for  his  splendid  liberality  in  the  founding  of  the 
Soldiers'  Memorial  Building,  is  a  native  of  the  vil- 
lage named,  born  March  16.  1836.  His  father, 
George  Akeley.  an  industrious  farmer  and  honor- 
able man.  died  when  the  son  was  only  nine  years 
old,  and  the  youth  was  thus  early  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources.  Taking  up  a  man's  burden,  he 
aided  to  earn  a  livelihood  for  the  family  by  his 
labors  on  the  farm,  and  also  worked  his  way 
through  the  public  school  and  an  academy  at 
Bar  re.  He  then  spent  two  summers  with  a  sur- 
veying corps,  and  also  read  law.  He  completed 
bis  professional  studies  in  the  Poughkcepsie  C  New 
York)  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  har 
in  1 057.  the  year  of  his  attaining  his  majority. 

In  1S58  Mr.  Akeley  went  to  Michigan  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Grand  Haven. 
At  the  outbreak  ot  the  rebellion  he  sought  to  enter 
the  army,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  an  asth- 
matic affection,  but  later,  in  October.  1865.  was 
accepted  and  mustered  into  service  in  the  Second 
Regiment.  Michigan  Cavalry,  with  which  he 
served  with  fidelity  and  gallantry  until  the  close 
ot  the  war.   During  his  term  of  sen-ice  his  regi- 
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ment  was  attached  to  the  cavalry  corps  command- 
ed by  General  J.  H.  Wilson,  and  he  participated 
in  all  the  stirring  operations  of  that  splendid 
body,  including  the  desperately  fought  battles  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  serving  as  first  lieutenant 
and  adjutant,  to  which  position  he  was  promoted 
from  the  ranks. 

Returning  to  Grand  Haven,  Mr.  Akeley  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  became 
prominently  identified  with  public  affairs.  The 
year  after  his  coming,  he  was  appointed  collector 
of  customs  for  the  district  of  Michigan,  by  Pres- 
ident Grant,  by  whom  he  was  reappointed,  and 
also  by  President  Hayes,  his  official  term  being 
thus  extended  to  the  long  period  of  fifteen  years. 
Mr.  Akeley  was  also  twice  elected  to  the  mayor- 
alty of  the  city. 

In  1 87 1  Mr.  Akeley  entered  upon  that  larger 
career  which  eventually  made  him  a  dominating 
figure  in  the  vast  lumber  interests  of  the  central 
north.  Becoming  associated  with  Charles  Boyden 
in  the  manufacture  of  shingles,  they  developed 
the  business  until  theirs  was  recognized  as  the 
largest  shingle  mill  in  the  world.  They  subse- 
quently organized  the  Grand  Haven  Lumber 
Company,  purchased  three  sawmills  and  manu- 
factured lumber  and  shingles.  Meantime  the  exac- 
tions of  his  rapidly  expanding  business  necessi- 
tated the  abandonment  of  his  law  practice  by  Mr. 
Akeley,  in  1880.  In  1882  he  sold  his  interest  in 
the  Grand  Haven  Lumber  Company  and  organ- 
ized the  Roscommon  Lumber  Company  to  op- 
erate on  the  Muskegon  river,  the  company  con- 
trolling a  large  body  of  pine  lands  in  the  region 
tributary  to  the  headwaters  of  the  stream,  and 
floating  its  logs  to  Muskegon,  there  to  be  sawed 
by  contract.  The  diminishing  lumber  supply  ad- 
monishing Mr.  Akeley  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  open  a  new  field  elsewhere,  in  1886  he  organ- 
ized the  Itasca  Lumber  Company,  with  general 
offices  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  to  which  place 
he  removed  in  the  year  following.  A  natural 
outgrowth  of  previous  operations,  was  the  or- 
ganization of  the  H.  C.  Akeley  Lumber  Company, 
of  Minneapolis,  with  Mr.  Akeley  at  its  head,  and 
their  mill  came  to  be  known  as  the  "fastest"  in 
the  world,  its  output  during  the  seven  months' 
sawing  season  each  year  being  the  enormous 
quantity  of  one  hundred  and  ten  million  feet.  This 
was  the  first  mill  in  which  the  double  cutting  band 


was  introduced.  Mr.  Akeley  was  the  executive 
head  of  this  great  company,  as  well  as  of  the  Itas- 
ca Lumber  Company,  with  its  annual  output  of 
seventy-five  million  feet  a  year,  until  February  I, 
19031  when  the  H.  C.  Akeley  Lumber  Company, 
transferred  its  property  and  business  to  the 
Itasca  Lumber  Company  with  W.  T.  Joyce, 
of  Chicago,  as  president.  Mr.  Akeley  re- 
gained his  large  interests  as  a  stockholder, 
but  was  desirous  of  being  relieved  from  much 
of  the  detail  which  had  claimed  his  attention,  in 
order  to  properly  oversee  his  other  large  inter- 
ests, among  them  the  saw  mills  of  Akeley  & 
Spraguc,  at  Washburn,  Wisconsin,  the  northern 
holdings  of  Walker  &  Akeley,  in  which  Mr.  Akeley 
is  associated  with  T.  B.  Walker,  of  Minneapolis* 
and  the  Minneapolis  Threshing  Machine  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  president.  Mr.  Akeley  is  also 
a  director  in  the  Security  Bank  of  Minnesota  at 
Minneapolis,  and  president  of  the  Lumber  Ex- 
change Company,  a  corporation  which  owns  the 
Lumber  Exchange  building  in  Minneapolis.  In 
all  these  large  concerns,  Mr.  Akeley  has  shown 
all  the  resourcefulness  and  ability  of  a  master 
mind,  and  he  has  conducted  all  his  extensive  op- 
erations with  singular  ease  and  skill,  and  is,  withal 
mild-mannered  and  modest.'  His  business  ca- 
reer, in  which  he  began  without  adventitious  aid, 
was  carved  out  by  his  own  effort,  and  the  high 
success  which  has  crowned  his  labors  fully  justi- 
fies the  remark  with  which  he  answered  an  in- 
quiry :  "What  success  I  have  had,  I  think  I  owe 
mostly  to  tenacity  of  purpose."  And,  he  might 
have  added  to  that  absolute  and  unyielding  in- 
tegrity which  commands  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  army  of  men  among  whom  his  op- 
erations were  extended. 

Amid  all  the  exactions  of  his  extremely  ac- 
tive business  career,  he  never  allowed  his  affec- 
tion for  his  native  village  to  grow  cold,  anil  hi 
long  cherished  the  idea  of  devoting  some  part  of 
his  means  to  its  improvement  and  beautification. 
Opportunity  came  in  the  year  1901,  shortly  after 
he  had  a  visit  to  the  home  of  his  childhood.  Henry 
G.  Thomas,  between  whom  and  himself  had  long 
existed  the  most  intimate  personal  friendship, 
had  projected  the  erection  of  a  soldiers'  monu- 
ment. Mr.  Akeley  replied  that  he  would  prefer 
to  erect  some  structure  which  would  be  not  only 
a  memorial  to  the  heroic  dead  but  would  be  highly 
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serviceable  to  the  living  as  well,  and  out  of  this 
grew  the  Soldiers'  Memorial  Building,  the  story 
of  which  is  told  upon  other  pages  of  this  work. 
The  munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Akeley  has  forever  en- 
deared him  to  the  people  of  Stowe,  and  his  name 
will  be  honored  by  its  people  so  long  as  the  splen- 
did edifice  which  was  his  gift  shall  endure. 

The  philanthropy  of  Mr.  Akeley  has  moved 
him  to  various  other  good  works,  and  he  is  known 
as  a  liberal  and  frequent  contributor  to  charitable 
organizations.  One  of  his  largest  gifts,  aside 
from  that  to  his  native  village  of  Stowe,  was  his 
former  residence  in  Grand  Haven,  Michigan, 
which  he  made  the  home  of  the  Blanche  Hall 
Akeley  Institute  for  Girls,  vesting  the  title  and 
management  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 
This  institution  has  performed  a  highly  useful 
work,  and  has  steadily  grown  in  favor  with  the 
parents  who  wish  their  daughters  to  be  trained  for 
the  practical  duties  of  life.  Among  other  generous 
benefactions  made  by  Mr.  Akeley  was  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Salvation  Army  in  Min- 
neapolis. On  returning  to  Minneapolis,  Mr. 
Akeley  became  a  member  of  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  a  trustee, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Minneapolis  Club,  the 
Minnctonka  Club  and  the  Minnikahda  Club. 

Mr.  Akeley  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss  Hat- 
tie  E.  Smith,  of  Grand  Haven,  Michigan.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  Florence 
H.  Akeley  is  living.  The  name  of  the  one  de- 
ceased is  perpetuated  in  the  Blanche  Hall  Akeley 
Institute  for  Girls. 

ARTHUR  LEE  HEWITT. 

Arthur  Lee  Hewitt,  a  useful  and  respected 
resilient  of  Berlin,  Washington  county,  Vermont, 
is  descended  from  Daniel  Hewitt,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1773.  Daniel  Hewitt  mar- 
ried Rachel  Cummings,  who  was  born  in  1775 
and  died  November  8,  1817.  He  died  April  29, 
184;.  Daniel  Hewitt,  their  son.  was  born  in 
Ward.  Massachusetts,  April  4,  1799.  He  married 
Betsev  Edwards,  who  was  born  April  2,  1794. 
and  died  December  23,  1883.  He  died  April  26, 
1826. 

Daniel  Hewitt,  son  of  Daniel  and  Betsey  (  F.,1- 
wards)  Hewitt,  was  born  in  the  town  of  East 
Montpelicr.  Washington  county,  Vermont,  June 


14,  1826.  His  education  was  received  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Barre,  Vermont.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  stone-cutter,  and  in  1857  located  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury,  Vermont,  where  he  resided 
until  1863,  when  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin. He  followed  his  trade  of  stone-cutter  for 
sixty-one  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  masterly  workmen  in  his  calling.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican.  He  married,  December 
30,  1848,  Mary  Wentworth,  daughter  of  William 
and  Beulah  (Hatch)  Wentworth,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Middlesex,  Vermont,  July  29, 
1826.  The  Wentworth  family  is  of  Saxon  an- 
cestry, and  dates  back  to  the  year  1066.  Micah 
Hatch,  father  of  Beulah  Hatch,  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  the  town  of  Middlesex,  Washington  coun- 
ty. Vermont,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  children  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Went- 
worth) Hewitt  are,  Henry  Jay,  born  February  7. 
1850,  who  died  May  21,  loot;  and  Arthur  Lee, 
born  November  24,  1851.  The  parents  reside  on 
the  farm  occupied  by  their  son  Arthur  Lee. 

Arthur  Lee  Hewitt,  only  surviving  child  in 
the  family  last  named,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Barre,  Washington  county,  Vermont,  November 
24,  1851.  His  education  was  received  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  the  seminary  at  Montpelier.  Ver- 
mont. His  early  years  were  passed  upon  the 
farm,  and  he  bore  a  full  share  in  its  cultivation. 
He  then  taught  school  for  a  period  of  nineteen 
years,  excepting  three  years  which  he  spent  in 
Colorado.  He  taught  at  Berlin  Corners  and  at 
West  Berlin,  ami  made  a  most  successful  career 
as  a  teacher.  In  1889  he  located  on  his  present 
farm  near  West  Berlin,  where  he  has  followed 
farming  to  the  present  time.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  selectman, 
lister,  superintendent  of  schools  and  other  offices 
of  the  town.  In  1884  and  1892  he  representee  the 
town  of  Berlin  in  the  state  legislature,  in  which 
body  he  acquitted  himself  most  creditably.  In 
March,  i*>o2.  he  was  elected  to  the  offices  of 
town  clerk  and  town  treasurer.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Hewitt  was  married  December  1.  1878. 
to  Miss  Florence  Eddy,  daughter  of  Joel  S.  and 
Emeline  (Cummings)  Eddy,  of  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin. She  was  born  June  23,  1859.  The  children 
born  of  this  marriage  are  Daniel  D..  born  Febru- 
ary 2,  188 1  ;  Arthur  Wentworth,  born  June  22. 
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1883:  Harold  Rupert,  bom  November  6,  1888; 
Joel  Eddy,  born  January  14,  1892;  and  Ethel 
Julia,  born  July  23,  1896. 

Arthur  Wentworth  Hewitt,  second  son  of 
Arthur  I.ce  and  Florence  (Eddy)  Hewitt,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  Washington  county, 
Vermont.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  he  then 
entered  the  seminary  at  Montpelicr,  Vermont, 
where  he  is  now  a  student,  preparing  himself  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years  he  was  li- 
censed by  the  church  to  preach,  and  now  fills  a 
charge  at  South  Barre.  Vermont,  beloved  by  the 
congregation  to  which  he  ministers,  and  regarded 
as  one  who  is  destined  for  a  most  useful  living  in 
his  high  calling. 

HIRAM  BARTLETT  AYERS. 

The  history  of  individuals  and  personal  ef- 
forts is  more  fascinating  and  worthy  of  study 
than  all  the  annals  of  glorious  achievement  on  the 
fields  of  battle,  and  especial  interest  attaches  to 
the  career  of  a  family  through  several  genera- 
tions, and  few  are  the  families  which  keep  the 
even  tenor  of  their  way  throughout  the  years 
without  varying  in  the  degrees  of  success  and 
prosperity.  An  exception  is  found  in  the  case  of 
the  Avers  family,  whose  members  have  been 
prominent  and  resjX'cted  men  in  their  communi- 
ties for  generations.  This  family  is  of  English 
stock.  Thomas  Ayers  was  a  resident  of  Green- 
land. N'ew  Hampshire,  and  had  a  son  Thomas, 
who  married  Lydia  Bartlett :  the  Bartletts  have 
long  been  honored  citizens  of  the  New  England 
states.   John  Ayers,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 

(Efcirtlctt)  Ayers,  was  born  in  Cornish,  New 
Hampshire.  February  21,  1797.  After  receiving 
his  education  in  the  district  school  he  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  arrived  at  manhood, 
and  on  February  it,  1823,  he  married  Lovisa 
True,  who  was  born  December  17,  1798.  Soon 
alter  his  marriage  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Middlesex,  Vermont,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  remained  aliout  twelve  years;  on  a  farm  on 

[ones  brook  in  the  town  of  Berlin  he  lived  for 
nearly  fifteen  years,  and  then  located  on  a  farm 
we«t  of  Berlin  Comers,  where  he  spent  the  bal- 
ance of  his  days.    His  politics  were  Republican, 


and  he  was  a  thorough  believer  in  the  principles 
of  that  party.  His  life  ended  May  30,  1889,  and 
that  of  his  beloved  wife  on  September  1,  1884. 
Their  first  child,  Lovisa  Warren,  was  born  No- 
vember 17.  1823;  she  married  Alonzo  Libbey  of 
the  town  of  Berlin.  Thomas  Sylvester  was  born 
July  29.  1830,  and  died  in  August,  1844.  John 
Lyndon  was  born  November  23,  1832,  married 
Adaiine  Mansfield  and  resides  in  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin. Charles  M.,  born  November  26,  1834,  mar- 
ried Clara  Lewis  and  lives  in  Montpelicr. 

Hiram  Bartlett,  the  youngest  child,  was  lx>rn 
in  the  town  of  Middlesex,  Washington  county,  on 
the  1 2th  day  of  October,  1839 ;  when  he  had  com- 
pleted the  prescribed  studies  in  the  district  school 
he  chose  farming  as  his  life  work,  and  until  1889 
was  engaged  in  that  noblest  of  occupations  on  his 
father's  farm.  In  1890  he  opened  a  general  store 
in  the  village  of  West  Berlin,  and  has  conducted 
it  with  most  satisfactory  results  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  also  looking  after  his  farming  interests. 

He  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  has  contributed  much  to  its 
success  in  the  town.  On  October  I,  1895,  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  appointed  him  postmaster  of  West 
Berlin,  and  he  continues  to  fill  that  important 
post.  His  pleasant,  genial  manner  and  straight- 
forward business  methods  have  made  him  one  of 
the  most  j>opular  citizens,  anil  he  has  hosts  of 
friends.  He  was  happily  married  July  26,  1863, 
to  Mary  Jane  Ayers,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Charlotte  Ayers,  of  Cornish,  New  Hampshire, 
and  born  December  27,  1840;  to  them  were  born, 
Flora  Ella,  December  29,  1874,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 8.  1876;  Delia  Juliette,  on  March  26.  1878, 
who  was  married  to  Walter  C.  Keycs,  October 
22.  1902. 

OKRIN  KIMBALL. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Samuel  Kimball,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
ami  Ller  located  in  the  Green  Mountain  state  at 
Williamstown.  His  son,  John  Muggins  Kim- 
ball, was  born  in  Williamstown  on  the  28th  of 
April,  181 1.  After  receiving  an  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  of  his  town,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for 
several  years,  and  then  took  up  farming.  In  May, 
18.11.  he  purchased  the  farm  in  the  town  of  Ber- 
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lin  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides; 
here  lie  tilled  the  soil  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  October,  1887.  He  was  a  Republican 
and  always  took  an  active  interest  in  town  affairs, 
holding  the  office  of  lister  for  some  time  and  that 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years;  he  was  a 
member  and  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church 
at  West  Berlin.  Mr.  Kimball  was  twice  married ; 
his  first  wife  was  Happylona  Snow,  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Snow,  of  Williamstown.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  were :  Harriet  Louisa,  who  was 
born  August  19,  1842,  married  John  M.  Stone 
and  now  resides  in  Williamstown;  Giarles  was 
born  July  12,  1846;  and  Orrin,  whose  biography 
follows.  His  first  wife  died  in  April,  1862,  and 
in  November,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Adeline 
M.  Bailey,  who  died  in  August,  1885. 

Orrin  Kimball,  the  son  of  John  Htiggins  and 
Happylona  (Snow)  Kimball,  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  the  town  of  Berlin  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides,  the  date  being  August  27,  1848. 
He  had  the  advantage  of  good  instruction  in  the 
public  schooi  of  his  native  place  and  in  Barre 
Academy  at  Barre,  Vermont.  He  then  took  up 
the  real  work  of  his  life  and  located  in  Cohocs, 
New  York,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  flour 
and  feed  store  for  three  years;  he  next  worked 
in  a  box  factory  in  that  city  until  1882,  when  he 
was  given  charge  of  a  branch  factory  of  the 
business  in  Tittsfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years ;  then  for  one  year  he  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter  trade  at  South  Hadlev  Falls, 
Massachusetts.  A  short  time  before  his  father's 
death  in  1 885,  he  returned  to  the  old  home,  and 
there  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  fanning-  ever 
since. 

His  first  marriage  was  in  November,  1876, 
his  wife  being  Lucy  A.  Smith;  she  died  in  May, 
1877.  t  >n  the  2d  of  Decemlier.  1882,  he  w  as 
married  to  Flora  Alice,  the  daughter  of  Jasper 
Ha/en  and  Abbie  Hubbard  (Walton)  Gerry:  she 
was  born  in  East  Hardwick,  Vermont,  August 
31,  iS<>i.  Their  children  are:  Charles  Dean, 
born  in  Pittstield.  Massachusetts,  Deccinln'r  12, 
J 883:  Addie  Etta.  Wn  on  the  old  homestead  in 
tin-  town  of  Berlin.  May  25.  1888;  Gerry  Snow, 
born  in  Xorthtield.  Vermont,  January  6,  1803. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Kimball  has 
held  the  office  of  selectman  for  three  terms;  t'ra- 
tenia'iv  he  is  a  member  of  the  N'orthnVld  lodge 


No.  19, 1.  O.  O.  F. ;  he  belongs  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church  at  Northfield.  Living  in  the  high- 
est respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  passes  his 
days  in  useful  activity.  He  owns  a  pleasant  home 
situated  on  an  elevation  which  commands  a 
charming  view  of  the  valley  and  the  mountains, 
and  here  he  delights  to  entertain  his  many  friends. 

GEORGE  W.  SMITH. 

No  work  dealing  with  the  history  of  the  old 
families  of  the  state  of  Vermont  or  with  its  rep- 
resentative business  men  would  be  complete  that 
did  not  contain  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who 
heads  this  sketch  and  whose  portrait  is  found 
upon  the  opposite  page.  He  represents  one  of 
the  old  and  early  New  England  families,  whose 
deeds,  whether  in  defense  of  home  and  fireside, 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  immortal  and 
stirring  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  or  in  the  ranks 
of  the  successful  business  man,  have  conducted 
themselves  in  a  way  to  win  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  they  were  brought  in 
contact.  In  the  ranks  of  business  men  of  White 
River  Junction  where  he  resides,  Mr.  Smith  is 
among  the  most  prominent,  conducting  one  of  the 
largest  industries  in  the  manufacturing  of  crack- 
ers and  confectionery  in  the  state.  In  addition 
to  these  he  is  regarded  as  among  its  best  finan- 
ciers, holding  the  responsible  position  of  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  incorporators,  taking  a  very  active  part 
in  its  organization  in  1886  and  having  been  its 
president  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Hanover,  New 
Hampshire,  October  4.  1842,  a  son  of  Everett 
Kimball  and  Harriet  Williston  Smith.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  that  town,  also  the 
("handler  Scientific  School,  and  obtained  a  good 
business  education.  Having  a  tendency  for  busi- 
ness, he  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  entered  the 
candy  and  cracker  factory  of  his  father,  who  had 
purchased  this  business  in  1837.  and  which  had 
been  established  by  Mr.  Sims  in  1815.  Here 
George  W.  remained  and  thoroughly  mastered 
cver>  detail  of  the  business  and  was.  by  his 
father,  given  a  one-sixth  interest  in  the  same, 
he  choosing  this  rather  than  a  college  course 
which  was  offered  him  by  his  father.  Having 
acquired  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  the 
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manufacturing,  he  next  turned  his  attention  to 
selling  goods,  and  traveled  north  and  east  of 
the  Connecticut  river  with  a  large  wagon  and 
four  horses,  taking  orders  froin  the  various  mer- 
chants and  supplying  them  from  the  goods 
which  he  carried.  This  continued  until  1871, 
when  his  father  retired  from  active  management, 
but,  retaining  his  business  interest,  and  foresee- 
ing the  fact  that  White  River  Junction  would  af- 
ford a  more  convenient  point  for  shipping  goods, 
he  removed  the  business  there  and  immediately 
began  preparation's  to  rapidly  enlarge  it.  At  this 
time  only  seven  men  were  employed  in  the  fac- 
tory and  three  traveling  salesmen.  He  erected 
a  spacious  brick  building,  ninety  feet  front  by 
eighty  feet  deep,  in  which  are  now  located  a 
part  of  their  factory  and  their  spacious  offices  and 
shipping  departments.  In  addition  to  this  it  be- 
came necessary  later  to  erect  an  additional  build- 
ing for  storage  purposes,  and  later  a  second  one 
was  erected,  and  in  1902  a  third  one  was  erected, 
making  in  all  three  large  buildings  used  for 
storage  warehouse  purposes,  and  at  the  present 
time  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  further 
enlargement  of  the  factory  and  shipping  depart- 
ments. The  business  is  today  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  New  England  states,  employ- 
ing eight  traveling  salesmen,  their  trade  extend- 
ing throughout  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire. 
In  their  spacious  factory,  occupying  three  floors 
fitted  up  with  latest  machinery,  they  give  em- 
ployment to  about  seventy  people  and  manufac- 
ture and  sell  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars' worth  of  goods  per  annum.  This  business  has 
been  conducted  for  sixty-five  years  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  this  family,  E.  K.  Smith  having  re- 
tained his  interest  in  it  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1877,  although  he  took  no  active  part  after  its 
removal  to  White  River  Junction.  From  1837 
until  1867  it  was  known  as  E.  K.  Smith;  from 
1867  until  1877  as  E.  K.  Smith  &  Son;  from 
1877  t0  l&92  it  was  known  as  George  W.  Smith, 
and  since  that  time  as  George  W.  Smith  &  Son. 
Since  1892,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  assisted  in  his 
business  by  his  son,  who  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  its  management.  They  make  a  specialty 
of  the  celebrated  'Hanover"  crackers,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  this  do  a  large  confectionery  business, 
purchasing  the  raw  material  in  large  quantities, 

flour,  sugar,  etc.,  being  secured  in  car-load  lots, 
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and  all  other  materials  on  an  equally  extensive 
scale. 

In  1867  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Chessie  C.  Reid,  only  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Marion  (Runnals)  Reid,  of  Ccdarville, 
Ohio.  Robert  Everett  Smith,  only  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith,  was  born  in  Hanover,  New 
Hampshire,  November  13,  1869.  Mrs.  Smith  died 
in  October,  1876,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years. 
Mr.  Smith  built  his  present  fine  house  in  1873. 
Since  the  death  of  his  wife,  the  household  has 
been  presided  over  by  his  sister,  Miss  Helen  W. 
Smith,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  and  who 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  genealogy  of 
the  family.  Added  to  her  natural  abilities  is  a 
vast  amount  of  information  gathered  from  ob- 
servation and  extensive  travel  throughout  the 
United  States.  She  is  a  great  reader  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  historical  and  genealogical 
matters.  . 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
firm  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  his  fellow  citizens  is  shown  by  the  offices  to 
which  he  has  been  nominated,  they  being  the 
highest  in  the  district  and  state,  and  consisting 
of  congressman,  lieutenant-governor  and  gov- 
ernor. He  has  also  taken  an  interest  in  Masonry, 
being  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  also  the  council  and  chapter  of  White 
River  Junction  and  the  commandcry  at  Windsor. 
Mr.  Smith  has  also  taken  an  interest  in  religious 
matters, 'and  assisted  in  founding  the  Episcopal 
church  in  this  town  in  1873.  In  all  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  tending  to  its  advancement,  he  takes 
an  active  interest,  and  although  a  very  busy  man, 
he  is  ever  affable  and  courteous  to  all  with  whom 
he  is  brought  in  contact,  and  has  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

DAVID  WILLIS  CUMMINGS. 

The  Cummings  family  of  Montpelicr  is  num- 
bered among  the  oldest  in  New  England,  and 
traces  its  descent  through  the  following  geneal- 
ogy: 

Isaac  Cummings  ( 1 ) ,  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America,  was  probably  born  in  England, 
in  1601,  and  settled  at  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  died  in  1677.    He  had  four  children, 
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John,  born  in  1630;  Isaac,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  and  Ann. 

Isaac  Cummings,  Jr.  (2),  son  of  the  emigrant 
Isaac,  was  born  in  1633.  By  his  marriage  with 
Mary  Andrews,  Novembei  27,  1659,  he  became 
the  father  of  a  large  family.  The  three  eldest 
children  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were: 
Isaac,  born  September  15,  1664;  John,  born  June 
7,  1666;  Thomas,  born  June  27,  1670;  Mary, 
born  February  16,  1671 ;  Rebecca,  born  April  1, 
1674;  Abigail;  Stcben,  born  February  27,  1680. 
The  last  named  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  July, 
1706. 

John  Cummings  (3),  son  of  Isaac,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in 
1722,  between  May  8  and  July  16.  He  married 
Susannah  Towne,  daughter  of  Joseph  Towne. 

Joseph  Cummings  (.4),  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  January  26,  1689, 
and  died  December  24,  1729.  He  married,  May 
22.  17J2.  Abigail  Estec,  who  died  January  to, 
1730.  They  had  these  children:  Joseph,  born 
July  27.  1713  ;  Jacob,  born  May  12,  1717  ;  Abigail, 
born  December  16.  1721  ;  Daniel,  born  Dcceml>er 
4,  1724:  Moses,  born  October  9,  1726. 

Jacob  Cummings  (5),  son  of  Joseph  and  Abi- 
gail (Estee)  Cummings.  was  born  at  Topsfield, 
Massachusetts,  May  12,  1 717.  In  his  early  life 
he  became  a  carpenter,  and  followed  his  trade  for 
many  years.  In  1733  he  removed  to  Sutton.  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  was  married.  January  21, 
1740,  to  Mary  Marble,  who  bore  him  eleven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  six  daughters.  It  is  the 
proud  record  of  this  family  that  all  the  sons 
served  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

Daniel  Cummings  (6),  son  of  Jacob  and  Marv 
(Marble)  Cummings,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Mas- 
sachusetts, October  17,  1743.  In  middle  life  he 
removed  to  Auburn,  Massachusetts,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  as  a  shoemaker.  May  16.  1765. 
he  married  Ruchel  Haydcn.  who  was  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  force  of  char- 
acter. 

Klisha  Cummings  (7),  son  of  Daniel  and 
Rachel  (  Ilay.len)  Cummings.  was  born  in  Ward 
(now  Auburn),  Massachusetts,  January  22,  1768. 
lie  located  in  Montpelicr  in  1790  or  1701,  and  in 
the  latter  year  (March  20)  his  name  appears  on 
the  records  as  among  the  voters  who  aided  in  the 
organization  of  the  town.   He  made  his  residence 


upon  one-half  of  a  lot  of  land  near  that  of  his 
brother  John,  clearing  off  the  ground  and  build- 
ing a  log  house.  He  returned  to  Massachusetts, 
where  he  married  Rachel  Eddy,  February  3,  1796. 
The  young  couple  at  once  set  out  for  the  wilder- 
ness home  which  the  husband  had  provided  in 
Vermont,  transporting  their  effects,  including  a 
spinning  wheel,  in  an  ox  cart.  Their  early  farm 
home  was  their  abode  throughout  their  lives,  and 
in  course  of  time  they  surrounded  themselves  with 
all  the  comforts  then  procurable.  Husband  and 
wife  were  of  the  true  pioneer  type — industrious, 
frugal  and  exemplary  in  every  relation  of  life, 
and  they  impressed  their  traits  deeply  upon  their 
children,  to  whom  they  afforded  excellent  practi- 
cal education.  Mr.  Cummings  became  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs,  and  served  as  a  selectman; 
in  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  died  Novem- 
ber jr,  1800,  at  the  rare  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
and  his  wife  died  November  12,  1852. 

Avery  Cummings  (8),  son  of  Elisha  and 
Rachel  (Eddyl  Cummings,  was  born  April  8, 
1803.  in  what  is  now  East  Montpelier.  He  began 
his  education  in  the  district  school  and  supple- 
mented this  instruction  in  the  Montpelier  Acad- 
emy. He  was  a  farmer  throughout  his  life,  and 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  and  became  one 
of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  community, 
taking  a  leading  part  in  all  movements  looking 
to  its  moral  and  material  advancement.  In  poli- 
ties he  was  a  Republican.  June  22,  1862,  he 
married  Kliza  Ann  Durant,  who  was  born  in 
W'alden,  Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  March  5, 
1826.  They  died,  respectively,  July  7,  1879,  arul 
March  13.  1805.  They  had  but  one  child',  who 
was 

David  Willis  Cummings  (9),  born  July  5. 
1864,  in  East  Montpelier,  Vermont.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  district  school  and  in  Mont- 
pelier Seminary.  In  subsequent  years  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  dairying,  his  present  occuj>ation. 
A  man  of  broad  intelligence  and  enterprise,  he 
has  devoted  his  efforts  to  the  advancement  of  the 
interests  of  the  town  and  county,  and  has  long 
enjoyed  recognition  as  a  capable  and  trustworthy 
leader  in  public  affairs.  For  seven  years  he  has 
served  as  lister  and  for  three  years  as  town 
auditor,  and  in  1900  he  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature for  a  term  of  two  years.  In  all  these  vari- 
ous positions  he  has  acquitted  himself  most 
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creditably,  and  in  that  last  named  he  has  shown 
the  qualifications  which  mark  the  safe  and 
prudent  legislator.  His  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  has  ever 
been  an  active  and  influential  member. 

Mr.  Cunimings  was  married  June  3,  1896,  to 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Parker,  a  daughter  of  An- 
drew J.  and  Rhoda  (Spencer)  Parker,  of  Plain- 
field,  Vermont.  Of  this  union  have  been  liorn 
two  children,  Wendell  Parker,  born  in  East 
Montpelier,  November  27,  1897,  and  Ruth  Eliza, 
born  in  the  same  town,  January  8,  1902. 

ORLANDO  CLARK. 

Orlando  Clark,  a  prosj>erous  agriculturist  of 
East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  that  town,  March  8,  1842.  The- 
ophilus  Clark,  grandfather  of  Orlando  Clark,  was 
born  June  18,  1766.  lie  was  a  resident  of 
Rochester,  Massachusetts,  and  in  February.  1795. 
made  the  journey  from  that  town  to  East  Mont- 
pelier, Washington  county,  Vermont,  using  the 
primitive  and  slow  method  of  traveling  with  the 
aid  of  an  ox  team  and  wagon.  He  located  in 
the  southeast  portion  of  the  town  on  land  ad- 
joining his  brother  Nathaniel's  who  had  pre- 
ceeded  him  about  two  years,  and  with  whom  he 
boarded  while  clearing  his  land  of  weeds  and 
underbrush.  In  due  course  of  time  he  cleared 
one  hundred  acres  of  his  farm,  on  which  he 
erected  comfortable  and  commodious  buildings; 
he  was  content  to  remain  there  for  the  balance  of 
his  life,  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 

On  November  26.  1789,  Mr.  Clark  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Susannah  Ellis,  who  was  liorn 
in  September,  1769.  Their  oldest  son,  David 
Dennis,  died  in  Marshfield,  Vermont,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-six  years.  Mr.  Clark  died 
on  Thanksgiving  day,  November  24,  1859,  that 
being  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  their  wed- 
ding day;  he  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of 
ninety-three  years,  and  his  wife  died  June  25, 
185,5,  aged  eighty-six  years. 

Theophilus  Clark,  son  of  Theophilus  and  Su- 
sannah Clark,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
April  29,  1802.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  re- 
mained on  his  father's  farm  and  ably  assisted 
him  in  the  work  of  cultivating  and  tilling  the  soil, 


and  he  provided  for  the  wants  of  his  parents 
in  their  declining  years.  He  was  an  industrious, 
honest  and  reliable  citizen,  anil  won  and  held  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  April  10,  1830,  to  Miss 
Rhoda  Philura  Sj>arrow,  who  was  born  July  9, 
1816.  The  following  named  children  were  born 
to  them:  Orlana,  born  May  3,  1840,  wife  of 
Ira  D.  Mears.  of  Harre,  Vermont,  Orlando,  born 
March  8,  1842;  Fanny  M.,  born  July  18,  1844, 
wife  of  Edwin  II.  Foster;  Charles,  born  March 
6,  1847 ;  Theophilus,  born  June  4,  1849;  Hetsy  M., 
born  September  29,  185 1;  George  Henry,  born 
May  30,  1854:  and  Elsie,  born  October  15.  1858. 
The  father  ut  these  children  died  December  27, 
1881.  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  his  wife  died 
June  14,  1884. 

Orlando  Clark,  son  of  Theophilus  and  Rhoda 
Philura  Clark,  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Montpelier,  Vermont.  After  completing  his  stud- 
ies he  chose  the  vocation  of  a  farmer,  and  in  1865 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  and 
where  he  has  been  successful  in  general  farming. 
He  also  pays  special  attention  to  dairy  products, 
and  has  erected  some  fine  buildings  on  his  farm, 
which  is  well  stocked  and  under  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Clark  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  the  offices 
of  selectman  and  lister,  which  he  did  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  fellow  citizens.  The 
family  are  members  and  attendants  of  the  Uni- 
versalis church  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont. 

<  )n  March  15.  1865,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Amanda  Hathaway, 
and  their  children  were:  Alpha  B.,  born  Janu- 
ary 7.  i860.,  died  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  her 
age:  and  Anna  M„  born  March  24,  1877,  died 
when  she  was  twenty- three  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Clark  died  July  26,  1887,  and  Mr.  Clark,  on  June 

"8<j7.  married  Miss  Flora  J.  Daniels,  a  daugh- 
ter of  (imrgc  W.  and  Cemantha  (  Jennings  )  Dan- 
iels Tliev  have  one  son,  Harold  Orlando  Clark, 
b>rn  July  28.  iS«)8. 

ADEN*  CHAKLFS  TEM 1  "I.ETON. 

Aden  Charles  Templeton,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative agriculturists  of  East  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont, is  a  descendant  of  James  Templeton.  who 
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was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland :  he  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  became  the  progenitor  of  the  Amer- 
ican branch  of  the  family.  He  located  in  Peter- 
boro, New  Hampshire,  where  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  of  weaving. 

John  Templeton,  son  of  James  Templeton, 
was  born  in  Peterboro,  New  Hampshire,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1764.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  upon  attaining  young  man- 
hood removed  to  East  Montpclicr,  Vermont, 
where,  in  June,  1788.  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
cleared  a  portion  of  it,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  built  a  log  house,  and  in  March,  1789,  he 
brought  his  family  to  their  new  home.  He  culti- 
vated the  ground,  and  in  due  course  of  time  had 
a  very  productive  farm,  where  he  raised  a  general 
line  of  garden  products.  Mr.  Templeton  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Taggert, 
who  was  born  May  10,  1765,  a  daughter  of  James 
Taggert.  They  were  content  and  happy  in  their 
new  home,  where  they  resided  for  the  remainder 
of  their  days.  Mr.  Templeton  died  May  18,  1813, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  September  18,  1827. 

John  Templeton,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Tem- 
pleton, was  born  in  Peterboro,  New  Hampshire, 
May  l8.  1784,  and  was  nearly  five  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  East  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  where  lie  received  his  early  educational 
training.  After  completing  his  studies  he  pur- 
sued the  occupation  of  fanning,  and  was  also 
engaged  in  teaming,  his  trips  extending  as  far  as 
Burlington.  Montreal  and  Boston.  Mr.  Temple- 
ton was  very  popular  in  the  community,  and  his 
services  were  often  in  demand  in  the  settling  up 
of  estates,  and  he  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
referee.  Mr.  Templeton  married  Miss  Lorancy 
White,  who  was  born  July  10.  1785.  Mr.  Temple- 
ton died  February  1,  1855.  and  his  wife  died  May 
3.  1879. 

Charles  Clark  Templeton,  son  of  John  and 
Lorancy  Templeton.  was  born  in  Ea^t  Montpelier, 
Vermont.  September  10,  1826.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  where  he  ac- 
quired an  excellent  education.  In  his  early  life  he 
studied  for  the  medical  profession,  but  owing  to 
ill  health  he  was  forced  to  resign  his  ambition, 
and  he  engaged  in  the  vocation  of  farming,  which 
he  followed  for  the  balance  of  his  life. 

In  politics  Mr.  Templeton  was  originally  a 
Whig,  but  became  a  Republican  on  the  formation 


of  that  party,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  town* 
affairs.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  a  position  he  held  for  many  years.  He 
possessed  fine  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  and 
was  respected  and  beloved  by  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  On  March  26,  1852,  Mr.  Tem- 
pleton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Phoebe  S. 
Vincent,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlesex, 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  October  2,  1826, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  H.  (Wallace) 
Vincent.  One  son  blessed  this  marriage,  namely: 
Aden  Charles  Templeton. 

Aden  Charles  Templeton,  the  only  child  of 
Charles  Clark  and  Phoebe  S.  Templeton,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
September  io,  1853.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after  completing 
his  education  his  thoughts  turned  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  at  which  occupation  he  has  been  so  very 
successful  that  he  has  continued  in  the  same  line 
of  work  up  to  the  present  time. 

His  jwlitical  career  began  by  his  election  to 
the  office  of  lister,  a  position  he  held  for  over  five 
years;  he  has  served  as  constable  from  1894  up 
to  the  present  time,  and  received  the  appointment 
of  deputy  sheriff  for  Washington  county  in  De- 
cember, 1898,  and  so  faithful  has  he  been  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  that  he  still  retains  the  po- 
sition. Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Aurora 
Lodge  No.  22,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Vermont  Lodge  No. 
2,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  also  a  member  and  past 
grand  of  Grand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the  state  of 
Vermont. 

Mr.  Templeton  was  united  in  marriage,  May 
1,  1880,  to  Miss  Susie  L.  Jackson,  daughter  of 
Edwin  P.  ami  Sarah  C.  (Maloy)  Jackson.  Mr. 
Templeton  is  widely  known  throughout  Washing- 
ton county,  where  he  is  respected  by  all  in  private 
and  public  life. 

DAVID  KENDALL  SIMONDS. 

David  Kendall  Simonds,  of  Manchester,  Ver- 
mont, was  born  in  Peru,  this  state,  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  David  Simonds,  born 
in  Gardiner,  Massachusetts,  in  1785,  and  Anna 
(Byam)  Simonds,  who  was  born  in  Jaffrey,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1792.  Mr.  Simonds  is  a  descend- 
ant of  English  ancestors  who  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1635.   Sir  John  Simonds,  one  of  his 
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■paternal  ancestors,  was  knighted  for  meritori- 
ous service  rendered  to  the  British  government. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  of 
our  subject  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Patriot 
army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

David  K.  Simonds  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Peru,  later  became  a  pupil  at  the  Burr  &  Bur- 
ton Seminary  of  Manchester,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1858,  and  subsequently  entered 
Middlebury  College,  being  graduated  in  that  in- 
stitution in  July,  1862,  ranking  fourth  in  his 
class.  In  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his 
college  course  he  taught  in  the  Westfield  gram- 
mar school  and  in  the  village  of  North  Troy, 
and  he  also  acted  as  principal  of  Champlain 
Academy  of  New  York.  At  the  same  time  he 
kept  up  with  the  studies  of  his  class  in  college. 
In  June,  18(13,  he  was  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
correspondent  for  the  Chicago  Tribune,  the  St. 
Louis  Republican  and  the  New  York  World  in 
the  states  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  and  he 
followed  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  to  At- 
lanta, Georgia.  Upon  his  return  he  studied  law 
with  the  firm  of  Crane  &  Bisbee,  at  Newport, 
and  in  1865  was  admitted  to  the  Orleans  county 
bar.  For  four  years  he  continued  the  practice 
■of  his  profession,  and  in  addition  to  this,  in  con- 
nection with  Royal  Cummings,  organized  the 
Newport  Express,  of  which  he  was  the  editor 
for  some  time.  I-ater  he  removed  to  St.  Johns- 
bury,  where  he  founded  and  conducted  the  St. 
Johnsbury  Times,  and  shortly  afterward  ac- 
<»pted  a  similar  position  with  the  Bennington 
Banner.  C.  A.  Pierce  proprietor.  In  187 1  Mr. 
Simonds  located  in  Manchester  and  purchased 
the  Journal  of  that  town,  which  he  still  owns 
and  edits.  He  possesses  marked  literary  ability, 
for  in  addition  to  his  newspaper  work  he  has 
written  several  books  and  pamphlets. 

Mr.  Simonds  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen  by  being  elected 
to  serve  in  i~any  office^  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity both  in  Newport  and  Manchester.  He  repre- 
sented the  latter  in  the  legislature  of  Vermont 
in  1886,  where  he  gave  his  services  in  that  body 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education  and 
as  a  member  of  other  committees.  In  1888  he 
wis  chosen  a  senator  from  Bennington  county, 
where  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
federal  relations  and  a  member  of  the  committees 


on  education  and  military  affairs.  He  has  been 
town  clerk  of  Manchester  for  thirty-one  years 
and  postmaster  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
being  still  the  incumbent  of  both  offices.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Simonds  is  a  member  of  Adoniram 
Lodge  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Adoniram  Chapter 
R.  A.  M. ;  and  Taft  Commandery.  He  was 
elected  grand  patron  of  Vermont  for  the  order 
of  Eastern  Star  in  1888.  In  1863-4  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Second  Tennessee  Infantry, 
and  is  a  member  of  Skinner  Post  No.  24,  De- 
partment of  Vermont,  G.  A.  R.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  Vermont  Press  Association, 
is  one  of  the  members  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Western  Vermont  Congregational  Club, 
holds  membership  with  the  Congregational 
church  of  Manchester,  and  also  acts  as  trustee  of 
Middlebury  College  and  of  the  Burr  &  Burton 
Seminary. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1873,  Mr.  Simonds 
married  Miss  Ellen  M.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Asa  and  Mary  (Simonds)  Clark,  former 
residents  of  Peru,  Vermont.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them :  Louise,  who  was  1>orn  June 
13,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Orvis,  of  New 
York  city;  and  Clark,  born  March  20,  1882.  is 
a  member  of  the  senior  class  of  the  Boston  In- 
stitute of  Technology. 

HIRAM  LEE  TEMPLETON. 

The  American  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the 
Templeton  family  was  James  Templeton,  who 
was  born  in  Dublin.  Ireland.  When  quite  a  young 
man  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  located  at 
Peterboro,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged for  many  years  at  his  trade  of  weaving. 

John  Templeton,  a  son  of  James  Templeton, 
was  born  in  Peterboro,  New  Hampshire,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1764.  In  June,  1788,  he  came  to  East 
Montpelier.  V  ermont,  in  company  with  Solomon 
Dodge,  and  they  each  selected  tracts  of  land, 
where  they  intended  their  future  homes  to  be. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  they  cleared  their  land 
of  weeds  and  underbrush,  and  erected  log  houses, 
and  in  the  spring  of  17*9  they  removed  their 
families  to  their  permanent  home.  Mr.  Temple- 
ton cultivated  his  land  in  such  a  manner,  that  in 
a  short  space  of  time  it  yielded  him  an  abundant 
harvest.    Mr.  Templeton  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
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Taggcrt,  who  was  lx>n<  May  io,  1765,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Taggcrt.  Mr.  Templeton  died  May 
18,  1813,  and  his  wife  passed  awav  September 
18,  1827. 

John  Templeton,  son  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
Templeton.  was  horn  in  IVterboro,  New  Hamp- 
shire, May  18,  1784,  and  was  almost  five  years 
old  when  his  parents  settled  in  East  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  where  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  common  schools.  He  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  ?t  which  he  met  with  well  merited 
success,  and  in  addition  to  this  was  engaged  in 
teaming  to  Burlington,  Montreal,  and  I'.ostou. 
lie  was  often  called  upon  to  act  in  the  settlement 
of  estates,  and  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  ref- 
eree. Mr.  Templeton  married  Miss  I.onmey 
White,  who  was  horn  July  10.  1785.  Mr.  Temple- 
ton died  February  I,  1855,  and  his  wife  died  Mav 
3.  1879. 

Hiram  Templeton,  son  of  John  and  Loraney 
Templeton,  was  born  in  East  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont, June  I,  1817,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  was  educateil  in  the  district  school, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he 
worked  for  some  time;  he  then  worked  in  Mil- 
ford  and  North  Brookfield  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, after  which  he  returned  to  his  native 
town,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  until  he  de- 
cided to  change  his  occupation  to  that  of  fanning. 
He  purchased  a  farm,  and  for  many  years  de- 
voted his  chief  attention  to  that  vocation.  Mr. 
Templeton  casts  his  vote  with  the  Democratic 
partv,  but  has  never  sought  or  held  any  public 
office. 

Mr.  Templeton  was  united  in  marriage,  Janu- 
ary 2,  1845,  to  Miss  Mary  Avers  Vincent,  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlesex.  W  ashington 
county,  Vermont.  August  11,  1824,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Rebecca  Vincent,  and  the  following 
named  children  have  been  l>oni  to  them :  Coralin 
May.  born  August  16,  184'!.  married,  February 
16.  1^70.  John  Milton  Gould,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred March  11,  1872;  Ida  Isal>elle,  born  July 
I  V  1S52,  married  Hiram  Lee  Sparrow,  of  East 
Montpelier  and  they  have  one  son;  Hiram  Lee 
was  !>orn  August  7,  1S64.  Mr.  Templeton  is  a 
man  of  unimpeachable  honesty  and  integrity,  and 
is  universally  respected  by  all  the  residents  of  his 


town.  Both  he  and  his  wife  arc  a  remarkably 
bright,  active  couple  for  their  years. 

Hiram  Lee  Templeton,  the  son  of  Hiram  and 
Mary  Templeton,  was  born  in  East  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  August  7,  1864.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  town,  where  he  received  an 
excellent  education,  after  which  he  settled  upon 
the  old  homestead  with  his  parents,  where  he  has 
pursued  the  tilling  of  the  soil  up  to  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Templeton  is  a  Republican  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Aurora  Lodge  No.  22,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Montpelier.  Vermont.  He  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  town,  where  he  is  held  in 
great  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens.  On  Decem- 
ber 17,  1889.  Mr.  Templeton  married  Miss  Ruth 
May  Willard,  daughter  of  Fitch  E.  and  Cynthia 
(Lc  Barron)  Willard.  Their  children  are:  Hal- 
lie  Ruth,  born  August  23,  1891  ;  and  Alice  May, 
born  December  27,  1893. 

JAMES  RODNEY  YOUNG. 

The  American  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the 
Young  family  was  Duncan  Young,  who  was  born 
in  Scot  lam  I,  and  in  1802  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try, accompanied  by  his  wife,  two  daughters,  and 
two  sons,  Daniel  and  John  Young.  They  located 
in  Calais,  Vermont,  where  they  remained  for  a 
short  time.  Subsequently  they  removed  to  Wor- 
cester. Vermont,  where  they  settled  on  right  No. 
1 3 ;  they  made  their  home  there  for  about  three 
years,  and  finally  took  up  their  residence  in  Mont- 
pelier. now  known  as  East  Montpelier,  Vermont. 
Duncan  Young  was  a  soldier  in  the  British  army, 
and  he  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
While  the  family  were  residents  of  Worcester. 
John  Young,  son  of  Duncan  Young,  was  elected, 
in  1803.  the  vear  the  town  was  organized,  to  till 
the  position  of  town  clerk. 

John  Rodney  Young,  son  of  John  Young,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Montjielier.  and  after  completing  his  studies  he 
followed  fanning  as  an  occupation,  in  the  town  .  .f 
East  Montpelier.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lydia  Dodge. 

James  Rodney  Young,  se^n  of  John  Rodney 
and  Lydia  Young,  was  born  on  the  old  Young 
homestead  in  East  Montpelier,  Washington  conn- 
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ty,  Vermont.  August  9,  1844.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  where  he  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education.  lie  chose  the  life 
of  a  fanner,  and  continued  to  reside  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  which  he  has  cultivated  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  land  is  now  very  productive ;  the 
farm  is  also  well  equipped  with  all  modern  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  machinery. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Young  is  a 
Republican,  having  been  elected  by  that  party  to 
serve  as  lister ;  he  has  also  occupied  the  position 
of  school  director,  and  in  1898  and  1899  be  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture. Mr.  Young  is  greatly  interested  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  betterment  of  the  town,  and 
he  lias  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  the  members 
of  the  community.  He  is  a  man  possessed  of 
strong  characteristics,  and  a  kindly  genial  dispo- 
sition, and  he  is  looked  upon  as  being  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  town. 

On  January  17,  1883,  Mr.  Young  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Delta  Belle  Perkins,  daugh- 
ter of  Elkins  and  Mary  (Lane)'  Perkins.  They 
have  one  son,  Lylc  Perkins  Young,  who  was  born 
November  10,  1883.  He  resides  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

WILLIAM  G.  McCLINTOCK. 

William  G.  McOintock,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  a  prominent  and  respected  citizen  of 
Morrisville,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  ancestry.  I  lis  grandfather.  William 
McOintock,  was  born  at  Springfield,  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and 
after  attaining  young  manhood  devoted  bis  ener- 
gies to  the  occupation  of  farming  in  his  native 
town.  He  married  a  Miss  Grout,  a  member  of 
the  celebrated  Grout  family  of  Vermont,  and 
seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Hammond, 
Willard,  Charlotte.  Matilda,  Phila,  Fanny,  and 
Luman  McOintock.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  a  few  years  after  celebrating  her 
seventieth  birthday. 

Luman  McOintock.  father  of  William  G.  Mc- 
Ointock. was  born  in  Springficlrl.  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  reared  and  received  his  education  in 
the  district  school  of  his  native  town,  and  subse- 
quently turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 


suits in  Springfield,  later  in  Elmore,  Vermont, 
and  finally  in  Morrisville,  Vermont,  where  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent.  He  served  in 
the  capacity  of  colonel  of  militia  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  and  bis  son  William  G.  has  the  com- 
mission in  his  possession.  He  was  actively  asso- 
ciated with  the  political  affairs  of  the  town,  and 
served  in  various  local  offices.  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Laura  Brigham,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them:  Charlotte, 
Elizabeth,  Caroline.  William  G.  and  Luman.  Mr. 
McOintock  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  the  sixty-first  year  of 
her  age. 

William  G.  McOintock  was  born  at  Elmore, 
Vermont,  in  1X38,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated, completing  his  studies  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years.  He  was  then  in  the  printing  and 
w<x>l«.n  mills  at  Manchester  for  ten  years.  In 
DecemlK-r.  1803,  he  .enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Seventeenth  Regiment,  as  a  corporal  of  infantry 
under  command  of  Colonel  Randall.  On  July  30, 
1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  a  mine  explosion 
in  front  of  Petersburg.  He  was  conveyed  to  Dan- 
ville, where  he  was  confined  until  October  30, 
1864,  when  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Annapolis, 
where  he  received  a  furlough  and  returned  home. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  he  returned  to 
Annapolis,  w  here  he  was  detailed  to  hospital  duty 
in  charge  of  a  ward  in  w  hich  were  confined  three 
hundred  men  ;  while  in  that  service  he  was  taken 
ill,  and  was  later  sent  home  by  a  special  order  and 
discharged  from  the  service  of  his  country  on  ac- 
count of  disability,  May  23.  1865.  After  he  had 
sufficiently  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  war, 
Mr.  McOintock  accepted  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  Malvern  farm  at  Morristown.  but  after 
three  years  and  a  half  service  in  this  capacity  he 
purchased  a  farm,  which  he  successfully  operated 
for  twentv-six  years.  In  1893  he  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  celebrated  Forest  Park 
stock  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1900,  when 
his  health  compelled  him  to  resign,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Morrisville.  Vermont,  and  pur- 
chased the  property  on  which  he  now  resides. 

In  his  political  preferences  .Mr.  McOintock  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for 
President  Lincoln.  He  has  held  various  local 
offices,  and  at  the  present  time  ( 1903)  is  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  license  commissioner  of  Morris- 
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town,  Vermont.  He  has  also  served  as  lister  and 
selectman.  He  is  a  devout  believer  in  the  rites 
of  Masonry,  and  relates  many  notable  instances, 
in  the  history  of  his  life  and  especially  during  his 
service  in  the  rebellion,  of  the  great  fraternity 
existing  between  men  of  the  brotherhood  of 
Masonry  in  the  shape  of  specific  and  practical 
assistance  and  relief  from  distress  at  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  He  is  a  member  of  J.  M.  Warner 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  com- 
mander ;  he  was  on  the  staff  of  Department  Com- 
mander G.  W.  Dotcy  and  served  as  district  in- 
spector of  the  department.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  No.  8.  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  which  he  has  filled  the  office  of  junior  warden, 
has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  the  order  of  the  Fast- 
en: Star,  and  organized  various  chapters  through- 
out the  state. 

On  December  4.  1857,  Mr.  McClintock  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Davis,  daughter  of  William  Davis, 
of  Bradford.  Vermont.  They  have  one  child, 
William  R.  McClintock,  a  prosperous  resident  of 
I.ynn,  Massachusetts,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
grocer  and  salesman.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Florence  Goodwin,  October  22,  1902. 

CHARLES  ROLLTN  SEYMOCR. 

Charles  Rollin  Seymour,  pastor  of  the  Second 
Congregational  church,  of  Bennington,  Vermont, 
and  one  of  the  most  prominent  clergymen  in  the 
state,  was  born  in  Rootstown,  Ohio.  July  23, 
18.15.  His  father,  Erastus  Seymour,  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  Richard  Seymour,  who  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in 
163c.  Erastus  Seymour  removed  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  Ohio,  in  1820,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farmer  anil  teacher.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  and 
served  for  many  years  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
as  justice  of  the  peace  ;  he  also  took  a  deep  inter- 
est in  church  affairs,  and  for  a  long  period  of  his 
life  was  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church.  :u 
Rootstown.  Ohio.  His  wife.  Mary  Ann  Chap- 
man, was  born  in  Wilbraham.  Massachusetts,  in 
j8ti.  and  came  of  an  old  New  England  family, 
which  first  settled  in  Tolland.  Connecticut. 

Their  son.  Charles  Kollin  Seymour,  spent  the 
first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  on  his  lather's  farm, 
surrounded  In  strong  religions  inthtenecs.  which 


greatly  influenced  his  whole  life.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Roots- 
town  in  1865.  After  attaining  his  fifteenth  year 
he  spent  the  next  seven  years  as  a  preparatory 
student  and  teacher,  entering  the  Western  Re- 
serve College  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  in  1867.  While 
there  his  fellow  students  honored  him  by  ap- 
pointing him  vice  president  of  the  Delta  Epsilon, 
of  which  fraternity  he  had  been  made  a  member ; 
he  was  graduated  in  1870.  He  taught  school  one 
year  at  Ravenna,  Ohio,  then  entered  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  grad- 
uating in  1874.  The  same  year  he  was  ordained 
as  a  Congregational  minister,  and  installed  as 
pastor  at  Newburvport,  Massachusetts.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1879,  then  accepted  a  call  to 
Winchester,  Massachusetts.  In  1888  Mr.  Sey- 
mour resigned  this  charge,  atid  responded  to  a 
call  from  the  Second  Congregational  church  in 
Bennington.  Vermont,  where  he  is  yet  officiating. 
Mr.  Seymour  has  ever  been  active  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  his  congregation  and  church, 
but  has  been  equally  watchful  for  the  larger 
community,  promoting  co-operation  among  the 
various  denominations  wherever  practicable.  In 
Vermont  he  has  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  test- 
ing a  favorite  theory  that  every  church  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  environment.  Thus  his  influ- 
ence has  been  widely  felt.  He  has  been  officially 
connected  with  many  church  organizations  in 
Vermont:  among  them  the  Domestic  Missionary 
Society,  the  Vermont  Bible  Society,  the  Western 
Vermont  Congregational  Club,  the  Congregation- 
al Convention,  and  various  other  county  organiza- 
tions. In  1902  he  was  honored  by  two  colleges, 
receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Middlelmry  College  ami  Howard  University.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  his  fellow  citizens.  On  August  11,  1874, 
Mr.  Seymour  was  married  to  Ella  E.  Buss  at 
Hudson.  Ohio.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Buss,  who  was  lx>rn  in  the  county  of  Kent.  Eng- 
land. After  coming  to  America,  he  resided  in 
Hudson.  Ohi.i.  He  became  a  merchant  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Republican  party,  was 
prominent  in  politics  and  held  town  offices  for 
many  years.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Sey- 
mour, was  of  New  England  descent,  her  ances- 
tors having  their  home  in  Hartford.  Connecticut. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  were  born  three 
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children,  one  son  and  two  daughters:  John  Puss 
Seymour  was  born  February  11,  1877,  at  New- 
burvport.  Massachusetts.  He  was  educated  at 
Williston  Academy  and  Yale  College,  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1899.  He  then  pur- 
sued civil  engineering  for  three  years,  and  is  now 
d"ing  business  in  real  estate  in  Chicago.  Mar- 
garet and  Mary,  twin  daughters  of  Mr.  Seymour, 
were  born  in  March,  1881,  at  Winchester,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  are  now  students  at  Mt.  Holvoke 
■College. 

WILLIAM  LILLIE  HEBARD. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  representa- 
tive of  a  family  that  has  long  been  connected  with 
the  history  of  Vermont  and  with  the  annals  of 
the  republic,  the  original  American  progenitor 
having  emigrated  hither  from  England  in  the 
•eariy  colonial  epoch,  while  the  name  has  been  con- 
spicuously identified  with  the  progress  and  the 
material  and  civic  interests  of  Orange  county. 
Vermont,  from  that  inceptive  period  which 
marked  its  early  settlement',  so  that  there  is  pe- 
culiar propriety  in  incorporating  in  this  work  a 
review  of  the  genealogy  and  j>ersonal  career  of 
the  honored  scion  whose  name  introduces  this 
paragraph,  and  who  is  now  the  popular  proprietor 
and  manager  of  the  Randolph  House,  in  the 
pleasant  village  of  Randolph  Center.  He  has 
passed  his  entire  life  in  this  county  and  has 
proved  himself  altogether  worthy  of  the  honored 
name  which  he  bears. 

The  founder  of  the  II chard  family  in  America 
was  Robert  Hebard.  who  was  born  in  England 
in  the  vear  16 1 2,  and  who  emigrated  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  locating  in  the  historic  old 
town  of  Salem,  Massachusetts.  In  tracing  the 
line  of  genealogical  descent  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  we  find  that  Zebulon  Hebard.  who  was 
born  in  174ft,  was  of  the  fifth  generation  in  de- 
seen1  from  the  original  ancestor.  Robert  Hebard. 
Zebulon  Hebard  had  l>cen  a  resident  of  Wind- 
ham. Connecticut,  and  records  extant  establish 
beyond  peradventure  the  fact  that  he  came  thence 
to  Randolph.  Orange  county,  Vermont,  in  1784. 
being  one  of  the  original  proprietors  to  whom  the 
land  in  this  locality  was  granted.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  Christian  name  of  Lucy,  bore  him  two 
children  prior  to  their  removal  from  Connecti- 


cut, Samuel  and  Dyer,  and  after  their  location  in 
Randolph  three  other  children  were  born,  Mary, 
Asa  and  Enoch.  Asa  died  in  infancy.  Samuel 
was  four  times  married,  and  the  mother  of  his 
six  children  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Billings, 
and  she  was  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Royalton, 
Vermont,  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  Finally 
they  removed  to  East  Bethel.  Windsor  county, 
which  was  their  home  for  a  number  of  years. 
Samuel  Hebard  eventually  removed  to  the  state 
of  Illinois,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Dyer  Hebard  became  a  resident  of  Brook- 
field,  Orange  county,  Vermont ;  and  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Rogers,  to  whom  she  bore  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Zebulon 
Hebard  settled  on  the  farm  where  his  great- 
grandson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  lives, 
and  the  place  has  never  passed  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  the  family, — the  tenure  of  the  estate 
having  covered  nearly  a  century  and  a  quarter. 

Enoch  Hebard,  the  youngest  of  the  children 
of  Zebulon  and  Lucy  Hebard,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  in  the 
vear  1792,  and  he  here  passed  his  long  and  use- 
ful life,  being  summoned  into  eternal  rest  when 
fourscore  years  of  age.  His  father  died  when  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  he  was  thus 
early  compelled  to  assume  the  active  manage- 
ment of  affairs  in  connection  with  the  family 
estate.  He  became  one  of  the  influential  1  uen  Of 
the  county  and  one  whose  name  was  a  synonym  of 
honor  and  integrity  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
He  married  Miss  Lavinia  Lillie,  who  died  on  the 
27th  of  October,  182 1.  leaving  two  children,  Asa 
Bingham  Hebard :  and  Lavinia,  who  became  the 
wife  of  James  Morse  Flint,  and  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Asa  B.  Hebard  was  born  on  the  ancestral  farm 
in  Randolph  township,  Orange  county,  on  the  3d 
of  December,  1819,  and  his  life  was  one  of  signal 
usefulness  and  honor,  while  his  influence  was 
ever  cast  on  the  side  of  all  that  was  for  the  good 
of  the  community  and  the  well-being  of  his  fel- 
low men,  whose  unequivocal  esteem  he  ever  re- 
tained. He  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various 
offices  of  public  trust  and  responsibility,  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  native 
countv.  On  the  1.4th  of  January.  1845.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Putnam, 
who  was  born  in  Bethel,  Windsor  county,  the 
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daughter  of  Simeon  and  Mary  (Jackson)  Put- 
nam, and  they  took  up  their  residence  on  a  por- 
tion of  the  original  estate  secured  hy  Zcbulon 
Hebard  so  many  years  previously,  and  here  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Asa  B,  He- 
bard  was  ca-lled  to  his  reward  October  18,  1853, 
in  his  thirty-fourth  year,  while  his  widow  sur- 
vived bin;  and  is  now  living  on  the  old  farm,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  secure  in  the  love 
of  all  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  her  gracious 
influence.  Of  their  three  children  we  enter  brief 
record  as  follows:  William  I.,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Lavinia.  born  May  28,  1849,  is  now 
the  widow  of  Lyman  B.  Atwood  and  resides  in 
West  Randolph;  and  Olivia  P.,  l>orn  August  18, 
185 1,  is  the  wife  of  Royal  F.  Tillson,  of  Ran- 
dolph, to  whom  she  was  married  on  the  19th  of 
October,  1876. 

William  L.  Ik-bard  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, the  date  of  his  nativity  being  November 
4,  1846,  and  he  grew  up  under  the  invigorating 
and  wholesome  discipline  of  the  farm,  early  be- 
ginning to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  work  there- 
of and  gaining  a  thorough  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  best  methods  to  be  employed  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  agricultural  industry,  so  that 
his  future  success  in  this  great  line  of  enterprise 
was  thus  assured  hy  his  early  experience.  After 
completing  the  curriculum  of  the  district  schools 
he  continued  his  studies  in  the  academy  at  West 
Randolph,  making  the  best  use  of  his  advantages, 
while  through  wide  and  discriminating  readi.  g 
and  personal  application  he  has  become  a  man  of 
solid  and  practical  education,  having  a  large  fund 
of  knowledge  and  taking  a  deep  interest  in  edu- 
cational affairs;  as  is  evident  when  we  revert  to 
the  fact  that  he  served  for  fourteen  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  school  directors  of  his 
district,  while  in  March.  1900,  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools,  in 
which  capacity  he  is  still  serving,  giving  a  most 
capable  and  effective  administration  and  sparing 
no  pains  »o  forward  the  work  of  popular  educa- 
tion in  this  section  of  the  state.  In  politics  Mr. 
Ilebard  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples and  policies  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Congregational 
church.  He  is  honored  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tive and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  township 
and  county,  with  who-e  annals  the  family  name 
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has  been  so  long  and  conspicuously  identified,  and 
his  friends  are  in  number  as  his  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Hebard  continued  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  agriculture  until  1899,  when  he  purchased 
his  present  hotel  property  at  Randolph  Center, 
and  since  that  time,  while  still  retaining  posses- 
sion of  his  fine  homestead  farm,  he  has  conducted 
a  very  popular  and  attractive  hotel.  Since  se- 
curing the  property  he  has  made  additions  to  the 
building  and  thoroughly  modernized  the  same, 
adding  to  its  capacity  and  providing  the  best  of 
equipments  to  add  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure 
of  his  guests.  The  cuisine  is  maintained  at  a  high 
standard ;  the  house  is  tastefully  furnished 
throughout,  and  is  pervaded  by  a  distinctive  home 
atmosphere  which  appeals  strongly  to  the  trav- 
eling public  and  to  the  ever  increasing  numtier  of 
guests  who  come  to  this  delightful  locality  for 
the  summer  months,  since  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Ilebard  they  secure  the  conveniences  and  com- 
forts of  both  home  and  hotel  life. 

Mr.  Hebard  was  married  April  5,  1873,  to 
Mary  J.  Vigeant.  of  French  ancestry,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Klmo,  Vermont,  and  who  died  January  9, 
1878.  leaving  two  children.  Maud  M.  and  Asa  B. 
The  elder  is  the  w  ife  of  Carroll  S.  Stone,  and  re- 
sides in  Lunenburg,  Massachusetts.  Asa  B.  mar- 
ried Nellie  Barnes,  and  is  a  resident  of  White 
River  Junction.  March  26,  1885,  Mr.  Hebard 
married  Elizabeth  T.  Way,  who  was  born  in  War- 
ren, Vermont,  daughter  of  Addison  and  Susan 
Way.  of  old  Vermont  families,  of  English  de- 
scent. Two  children  resulted  from  this  mar- 
riage. Cm  A.  ami  Frances  E..  both  students  of 
the  public  schools. 

FRANCIS  PHILIP  KELTON. 

Francis  Philip  Kelton,  of  East  Montpclicr, 
Vermont,  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  seven  gener- 
ations to  Thomas  Kelton,  who  in  the  year  \f/>i 
was  a  resident  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where 

he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susanna  . 

The  probable  date  of  his  death  is  October  18, 
1099.  Thomas  Kelton.  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Susanna  Kelton.  was  married  January  25.  1685, 
to  Jane  Blake,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Blake.  John 
Kelton.  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Kelton.  was 
horn  in  Milton.  Massachusetts.  September  12, 
U-!-.  and  he  married  August  14.  1722,  Mis* 
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Sarah  Babcock.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  Kehoboth,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
died  April  17,  1765.  Enoch  Kclton,  the  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  Kclton,  was  born  in  Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts,  June  19,  1726.  He  married  Miss 
Elthea  Hicks,  December  23,  1746,  and  subse- 
quently took  up  his  residence  in  Warwick,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  died  March  31,  1812.  James 
Kclton,  the  son  of  Enoch  and  Elthea  Kelton,  was 
born  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  February  16, 
1750.  On  February  4,  1773,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lois  Ingalls,  who  was  born  on 
the  same  day  as  her  husband,  February  16,  1750. 
Mr.  Kelton  removed  to  Warwick,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  died  January  26,  1831. 

Nahum  Kclton,  the  son  of  James  and  Lois 
Kelton,  was  born  in  Warwick,  Massachusetts, 
January  28,  1778.  lie  located  in  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  in  the  fall  of  1798,  where  he  spent  the 
ensuing  winter  in  the  employ  of  Colonel  Jacob 
Davis.  The  following  spring  he  returned  to  his 
native  town,  and  shortly  afterward  removed  to 
Schoharie,  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
for  three  years  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools. 
Mr.  Kelton  subsequently  taught  school  in  New 
York  and  Vermont  for  thirteen  winters,  and  spent 
his  summer  months  in  the  cultivation  of  a  farm, 
which  he  purchased  about  the  year  1800,  when 
he  returned  to  Montpelier,  Vermont,  from  New 
York  state.  Mr.  Kelton  was  elected  in  1810  to 
the  office  of  deputy  sheriff,  a  position  he  held  for 
six  years,  and  the  ensuing  seven  years  he  served 
as  constable.  He  represented  the  town  of  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont,  in  the  state  legislature  for  the 
years  1816-17-18  and  1820,  and  again  in  1829. 
He  also  held  other  town  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr.  Kelton  married,  December  7,  1809,  Miss 
Fanny  Vincent,  who  was  born  in  New  Braintrce, 
Massachusetts.  January  15,  1791,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Philip  and  Susie  Vincent.  Dr.  Philip  Vin- 
cent was  the  first  regular  physician  who  settled 
in  the  town  of  Montpelier.  Two  sons  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelton,  namely:  Samuel  Still- 
man  and  Truman  Chittenden  Kelton.  Mr.  Kel- 
ton died  July  2,  1857,  and  his  wife  died  December 
15-  1852." 

Samuel  Stillman  Kelton.  son  of  Nahum  and 
Fanny  Kelton,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
the  town  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  October 


20,  1810.  He  was  a  student  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  his  boyhood  days  were 
spent  on  his  father's  farm.  In  1838  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  East  Montpelier,  where  he  resided  for 
nearly  forty  years,  and  he  removed  to  Mont- 
pelier in  1877,  where  he  died.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  worth,  and  was  honored  by  his  townsmen 
by  being  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  he  retained  for  thirty-five  years; 
he  was  the  town  treasurer  for  sixteen  years; 
served  his  town  as  selectman,  and  was  the  as- 
sistant judge  of  Washington  county  for  the  years 
1861  and  1S62.  He  was  also  called  upon  in  the 
settlement  of  many  important  estates. 

Mr.  Kelton  was  united  in  marriage,  March 
20.  1838,  to  Miss  Ursula  Lucinda  Spraguc,  who 
was  born  September  12,  18 19,  a  daughter  of 
Allen  Sprague.  They  had  two  children:  Fran- 
cis Philip  and  Dwight  H.  Mr.  Kelton  died 
March  22,  1892,  and  his  wife  died  May  10,  1897. 

Dwight  H.  Kelton,  younger  son  of  Samuel 
Stillman  and  Ursula  Lucinda  Kelton,  was  born 
October  4,  1843,  in  East  Montpelier,  Vermont. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the  Barre  academy 
and  Norwich  University,  and  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  volunteer  army,  and  later  served  in 
the  regular  army  of  the  United  States.  He  is 
the  author  of  the  "Annals  of  Fort  Mackinac," 
etc..  etc.  He  married,  July  19,  1889,  Miss  Anna 
Lorelta  Donnelly,  who  was  born  October  4,  i860, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Donnelly. 

Francis  Philip  Kelton,  the  elder  son  of  Sam- 
uel Stillman  and  Ursula  Lucinda  Kelton,  was- 
born  in  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  May  6,  1841. 
His  early  educational  advantages  were  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
this  was  further  supplemented  by  a  course  of 
studv  in  Spaulding's  Academy  at  Barre,  Ver- 
mont. After  his  graduation  from  the  latter  in- 
stitution he  became  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
old  homestead  where  he  was  born.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  management  of  the  farm, 
where  he  makes  a  specialty  of  dairy  products  and 
the  raising  of  thoroughbred  Jerseys,  for  which 
he  always  finds  a  ready  market. 

Mr.  Kelton  is  a  firm  and  staunch  Republican, 
and  he  has  been  elected  by  that  party  to  serve  as 
selectman,  and  has  also  held  other  offices  in  the 
town.    In  1890  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the 
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town  of  East  Montpelier  in  the  state  legislature. 
He  is  also  called  upon  to  settle  estates. 

Mr.  Kelton  was  united  in  marriage,  January 
19,  1876,  to  Miss  Johanna  Alice  Colby,  who  was 
born  January  19,  1851,  a  daughter  of  Captain 
Edwin  J.  and  Mary  (Wigglesworth)  Colby,  of 
Salisbury,  Massachusetts.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  namely:  Mary  Hale,  born 
March  26,  1879;  Raymond  Allen,  born  June  17, 
1885  ;  and  Robert  Stillman,  born  June  8,  1891. 

Mr.  Kelton  has  won  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  citizens  in  his  community  by  the 
many  sterling  characteristics  which  he  has  in- 
herited from  his  ancestors  on  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  side.  Philip  Sprague,  the  maternal 
great-grandfather,  was  bom  in  Johnston,  Rhode 
Island,  January  9,  1765,  and  with  his  father's 
family  removed  to  Clarendon,  Vermont,  in  1768. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  served  ten  months  of  the  year  1781  in  the 
company  of  Captain  Brookins  of  Colonel  Samuel 
Fletcher's  battalion,  and  five  months  in  1782  in 
the  company  of  Captain  William  Hutchings. 

GEORGE  JEFFORDS  WARDWELL. 

George  Jeffords  Wardwell,  of  Rutland,  Ver- 
mont, son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Lydia  (Howard) 
Wardwell.  was  born  in  Rumford,  Maine,  Septem- 
ber 2J\,  1827.  Mr.  Wardwcll's  descent  is  traced 
from  a  family  that  settled  in  Salem  in  the  old 
colonial  days.  One  of  the  family  was  executed 
during  the  witchcraft  delusion  in  that  place,  and 
another  was  an  officer  in  the  continental  army  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Ward  well's  somewhat  limited  education 
was  received  from  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  Rumford.  Maine,  and  a  short  course  of  study 
at  Bridgcton  Academy.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
he  was  apprenticed  to  his  cousin,  who  was  a  gen- 
eral mechanic,  and  he-  commenced  his  career  by 
the  manufacture  of  sleighs  in  Rumford  and  vi- 
cinity. Later  he  moved  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  constructing  looms,  flc 
then,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  took  a  con- 
tract to  build  forty  of  these  articles,  but  the  broth- 
ers ha«l  the  misfortune  to  lose  their  shop  and  its 
contents  by  fire.  Still  they  fulfilled  their  agree- 
ment, and  after  fitting  up  a  small  simp  in  Hanov- 
er. Maine,  they  were  employed  in  the  manufacture 


of  sleighs,  and  sashes  and  doors  for  the  California 
market.  Here  they  met  with  more  than  one  dis- 
aster, and  in  1852  the  partnership  was  dissolved. 
After  carrying  on  the  business  for  some  time 
alone,  Mr.  Wardwell  moved  to  Andover,  Maine, 
where  he  occupied  himself  in  the  various  voca- 
tions of  inn-keeper,  postmaster,  and  manufacturer 
of  furniture.  '  Always  possessing  great  mechan- 
ical skill,  in  1854  he  invented  and  received  a  pat- 
ent for  the  first  pegging  machine  for  making  boots 
and  shoes,  but  unfortunately  he  did  not  reap  the 
results  of  his  skill,  owing  to  the  dishonesty  of  his 
partner. 

After  a  short  sojourn  in  Hatley,  Canada,  he 
removed  to  Moe's  River,  again  forming  a  part- 
nership for  the  manufacture  of  furniture  and 
sleighs,  then  changed  the  scene  of  his  labors  to 
Coaticook,  province  of  Quebec,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  and  gave  much  attention  to  his  vari- 
ous inventions,  the  principal  one  of  which  was  a 
stone-channeling  machine,  for  which  he  secured 
a  patent  in  1859.  The  first  one  was  placed  in 
Sutherland  Falls  quarry  in  1861,  where  it  worked 
successfully,  but,  owing  to  the  depressed  finan- 
cial condition  at  that  time,  he  was  compelled  to 
give  up  the  development  of  the  machine,  and  con- 
tinued working  at  his  trade  in  Canada  until  1863, 
when  he  obtained  a  new  patent  on  an  improved 
machine  which  accomplished  the  work  of  fifteen 
laborers,  cut  a  channel  from  three  to  four  feet 
deep,  and  was  employed  in  the  Sutherland  Falls 
quarry  for  seventeen  years.  As  he  was  still  un- 
able to  reap  any  practical  result  from  his  discov- 
ery, he  continued  for  some  time  with  the  com- 
pany constructing  stone-f>oats.  Soon  afterward 
he  received  a  contract  on  somewhat  unreasonable 
terms  to  build  several  of  these  machines  for  vari- 
ous parties,  and  subsequently  was  enabled  to  dis- 
pose of  his  patent  to  the  Steam  Stone  Cutter 
Company,  receiving  Si. 500  in  cash  and  $33,520  in 
the  Mock  of  the  corporation,  of  which  he  was 
made  superintendent.  One  of  the  machines  was 
exhibited  at  the  Paris  exposition  in  1867  and  was 
sold  in  France.  The  same  year  he  parted  with 
Iik  foreign  patents  to  the  Steam  Stone  Cutter 
Company,  for  over  $17,000  in  stock.  At  the  time 
several  parties  constructed  machines  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  his  patent,  the  validity  of  which  after  a 
tedious  litigation  was  established,  and  injunc- 
tions were  issued  against  the  sale  and  use  of  the 
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illicit  machines.  The  invention  has  proved  itself 
of  immense  practical  value,  and  from  calculations 
made  up  to  1S86  it  has  been  proved  that  over 
$7,000,000  have  been  saved  to  the  stone  producers 
in  the  working  of  their  quarries.  As  a  testimonial 
of  its  worth  Mr.  Wardwell  received  a  gold  medal 
from  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics' 
Association  in  1865 ;  and  its  value  was  recognized 
by  the  presentation  of  a  silver  medal  from  the 
Paris  exposition,  in  1867;  he  afterwards  received 
a  similar  recognition  from  the  Centennial  exhi- 
bition at  Philadelphia.  In  1874  he  invented  and 
patented  two  different  forms  of  valveless  steam 
engines,  which  also  received  medals  at  Philadel- 
phia. At  one  time  he  was  the  largest  stockholder 
in  the  Steam  Stone  Cutter  Company,  at  Rutland, 
having  taken  out  twenty-five  patents  for  the  chan- 
neling and  other  machines  in  this  country  and 
Europe. 

For  nearly  thirty  years  Mr.  Wardwell  was  a 
hard  and  laborious  student,  a  fact  to  which  his 
large  library  amply  testifies,  making  a  specialty 
of  chemistry  and  geology.  He  possessed  a  very 
large  collection  of  specimens  relating  to  the  latter 
science,  and  a  well  fitted,  practical  laboratory. 
He  made  several  visits  to  Europe  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  geological  formation  of  the  coun- 
try, especially  with  reference  to  quarries.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  past 
eminent  commander  of  the  Knights  Templar  and 
belonged  to  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  he  was  affiliated  with  the  American  and 
British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science.  An  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party, 
he  filled  various  official  positions  of  trust  in  Rut- 
land ;  was  vice  president  of  the  board  of  trade  in 
that  city,  and  one  of  the  committee  of  fifteen  who 
framed  its  charter ;  was  also  director  of  the  Mer- 
chants' National  Bank  of  Rutland,  and  president 
of  the  board  of  school  commissioners  of  the  city 
of  Rutland. 

Mr.  Wardwell  was  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  and  a  generous  supporter  of  the  Univer- 
salist  church.  He  was  eminently  a  self-made  man 
and  possessed  great  inventive  genius,  having  fully 
overcome  the  defects  of  his  early  education  by  a 
long  course  of  arduous  study  and  able  and  suc- 
cessful efforts  for  self-improvement. 

October  4,  1850,  Mr.  Wardwell  was  united  in 


marriage  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  (Dickey)  Moore,  of  Hatley,  Canada, 
who  departed  this  life  November  10,  1883.  She 
left  four  children,  two  of  whom  survive:  Lizzie 
Olina  (Mrs.  Thomas  Mound,  of  Rutland),  and 
George  Alvin.  August  22,  1888,  Mr.  Wardwell 
was  married  to  Kittie  C.  E.,  daughter  of  Hiram 
W.  and  Mary  M.  (Huntoon)  Lincoln,  of  Danby. 
To  them  one  child  was  born,  Charles  Howard 
Wardwell,  May  28,  189 1.  Mr.  Wardwell  died 
December  18,  1895. 

CHARLES  ALEERT  BLODGETT. 

The  family  of  this  name  is  of  very  ancient 
lineage,  and  to  reach  the  fountain  source  the  his- 
torian must  needs  go  back  to  the  distant  period 
of  the  Norman  conquest  of  the  British  Isles. 
After  the  valiant  warriors  of  Normandy  had 
overthrown  Harold,  the  last  of  the  Saxon  kings 
on  the  disastrous  field  of  Hastings,  which  is 
classed  as  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  world, 
Robert  Blodgett,  one  of  the  victorious  host,  was 
appointed  bishop  of  Lincoln  and  one  of  the  chan- 
cellors of  William  the  Conqueror.  This  same 
churchman  and  soldier  also  held  high  office  under 
King  Henry  and  is  reputed  the  founder  of  the 
framework  of  the  English  law.  From  him  de- 
scended a  numerous  progeny,  who  occupied  vari- 
ous positions  of  influence  and  prominence  in 
every  profession  during  the  subsequent  history  of 
old  England.  One  of  these  was  Thomas  Blod- 
gett, who  rose  to  distinction  as  a  merchant  of 
London  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  in  1655 
emigrated  to  Boston  in  the  brig  Increase.  He 
became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America, 
members  of  which  are  scattered  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  the  name  has  been  made  fa- 
miliar by  men  who  bore  it  in  every  department  of 
professional  and  commercial  life.  Many  genera- 
tions grew  up  in  Boston  and  Cambridge,  from 
which,  as  the  colonies  and  states  afterward  multi- 
plied, sent  forth  offshoots  who  have  carried  the 
name  and  fame  of  this  celebrated  connection  to 
the  farthest  corners  of  the  Union. 

It  was  Samuel  Blodgett,  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  the  first  Massachusetts  settler,  who  founded 
the  city  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  and  his 
son  and  namesake  was  connected  with  the  found- 
ing of  Washington,  D.  C.  Among  the  distinguished 
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meml>cTs  -if  the  family  at  the  present  time  may  be 
mentioned  Judge  Blodgett,  of  Chicago,  and  Sena- 
tor Fioagett,  of  New  Jersey.  But  it  would  take 
a  catalogue  to  contain  a  list  of  the  noted  men  who 
now  or  during  the  past  centuries  have  borne  this 
ancient  name.  Such  is  the  lineage  which  con- 
nects the  subject  of  our  sketch  with  the  far  dis- 
tant past,  affording  him  a  just  pride  of  ancestry 
and  the  pleasurable  reflection  that  he  is  not  un- 
worthy in  any  way  of  such  an  illustrious  line. 

Charles  A.  Blodgett  was  born  in  Randolph 
Center,  Orange  county,  Vermont,  on  the  27th 
of  March.  185::.  His  parents,  Elijah  and  Harriet 
(Ellis)  Blodgett,  though  excellent  samples  of  the 
best  and  most  industrious  stock  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  were  not  in  circumstances  to  do 
much  in  a  financial  way  for  their  son,  but  they 
give  him  a  good  education  and  their  blessing, 
ample  capital  for  the  average  Yankee  boy.  and 
started  him  on  his  way  to  fight  the  battles  of  life. 
The  fath.T  was  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright  by 
occupation,  but  during  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
life  hail  charge  as  landlord  of  the  old  Randolph 
Hotel.  He  was  active  in  all  local  affairs,  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  famous  "town  meetings"  so 
characteristic  of  Xew  England  civilization,  and 
was  frequently  elected  to  offices  of  trust.  In 
short,  he  was  a  fine  sample  of  the  sturdy  yeo- 
manry which  have  made  the  game  little  state  of 
Vermont  famous  all  over  the  world.  Charles  A. 
Bkvigctt.  like  Ins  father  and  most  Xew  England 
bovs,  wisely  determined  to  learn  a  trade,  and  de- 
cided on  harness-making  as  best  adapted  to  his 
taste  and  inclinations.  He  worked  industriously 
at  this  calling  tor  sixteen  years,  most  of  the  time 
in  his  native  state  and  for  a  while  in  near-by 
Canada,  but  eventually  abandoned  his  original  vo- 
cation to  engage  in  other  pursuits.  In  iSS}  he 
embarked  in  the  livery  business  at  Randolph,  and 
this  be  has  continued  ever  since,  in  addition  to 
moving  buildings,  which  has  proved  a  remunera- 
tive adjunct  to  his  regular  employment.  He  keeps 
three  h.aw  teams  engaged  in  ;  ebbing  work  most 
of  the  time. 

Febrm>ry  5.  i8St.  Mr.  IV.odgctt  wa<  united  in 
marriace  to  Mrs.  <>ha  i.Cary  i  Feathers,  former- 
]v  ot  1'et'icl  and  'ater  of  Randolph,  and  though 
:>:r  children  were  1-  rn  of  this  union  the  only 
.  -v  now  :?\  lug  is  a  son  named  Jesse.    Mr.  B'.od- 


gett  is  esteemed  as  an  industrious  man,  a  social 
companion  and  a  good  citizen  in  the  performance 
of  all  his  duties  to  nation,  state,  county  and  town. 

WILLARD  WESBERY  MILES. 

Willard  Wesbery  Miles,  of  Barton,  Vermont, 
is  descended  from  ancestors  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  this  country,  coming  hither  from 
England,  and  finding  a  home,  tradition  says,  in 
the  colony  of  Connecticut.  William  Miles,  great- 
grandfather of  Willard  Wesbery  Miles,  removed, 
when  a  young  man.  from  Massachusetts  to  Xew 
Hampshire,  and  thence  to  Lyndon,  Vermont, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  farmer,  and  served  in  the  continental  army  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  the  father 
of  seven  sons :  Edtuond  :  William  ;  Josiah  ;  John  ; 
David  ;  Abner :  Robert ;  and  two  daughters.  Mr. 
Miles  died  July  0.  183 1,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Lyndon  Cen- 
ter, where  a  monument,  erected  in  honor  of  those 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  bears  his 
name  and  age. 

Edmond  Miles,  son  of  William  Miles,  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools,  and  was  a  farmer 
of  moderate  means.  He  married  Betsey  Tibbets, 
and  was  the  father  of  the  following  children : 
Orin.  John.  William.  Moses.  Ansil,  Page,  Mary 
and  Hannah.  Mr.  Miles  died  in  Albany.  Ver- 
mont, in  iSoj.  at  the  asre  of  eighty-two  years. 

Orin  Miles,  son  of  Edmond  and  Betsey  (Tib- 
bets)  Miles,  was  tern  in  Xovember,  181.*.  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and,  like  ht5 
father  and  grandfather,  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer.  Although  he  never  took  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  and  neither  sought  nor  held 
office,  lie  was  a  man  whose  word  carried  weight, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him  for  his  sound  judgment,  sobriety  and  hon- 
esty. In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  allied 
himself  with  the  Republican  party  from  the  tune 
of  its  or>>ani?atton.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Mct:io.l:st  Epi-copal  church.  He  married  Eunice 
Chrk.  who  was  U  rri  in  1S17  in  St.  Johnsbury. 
Vermont,  where  she  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon seF.^'-'s  an.!  academies.  Her  father  was 
Xamu'oel  Clark,  who  lived  nearly  all  his  life  in 
St.'  loimdmr..  ami  during  his  residence  there 
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held  some  of  the  town  offices.  He  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  Clark,  who  served  in  the  patriot  army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  died  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1855,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  He  is  buried  in  the  St.  Johnsbury  Cen- 
ter cemetery.  He  was  a  descendant,  but  in  what 
generation  has  not  been  definitely  ascertained,  of 
Joseph  Clark,  of  Dorchester.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  Eunice  Clark,  mentioned  above  as  the  wife 
of  Orin  Miles,  was  descended  from  old  colonial 
stock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children  :  Lorenzo  D.,  who  served  for  three 
years  in  Company  E,  Third  Regiment,  Vermont 
Volunteers,  and  has  been  high  sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Orleans  for  the  last  twenty  years ;  Melvina, 
who  became  the  wife  of  T.  F.  Wright,  of  Barton, 
Vermont ;  Willard  Wesbery,  mentioned  at  length 
hereinafter ;  Bailey  C. ;  Elias ;  Nathaniel ;  Lydia ; 
and  Nora,  who  married  Joseph  Holmes,  of  Stowe, 
Vermont.  With  the  exception  of  Nathaniel  and 
Lvdia,  who  died  while  still  in  early  life,  these 
children  are  all  living.  They  were  all  educated  in 
the  common  school  and  academics,  and  are  all  in 
prosperous  circumstances.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Miles  took  place  May  20,  1877,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  more  than  twenty  years,  dying  at  New- 
port, Vermont,  May  10,  1900. 

Willard  Wesbery  Miles,  son  of  Orin  and 
Eunice  (Clark)  Miles,  was  born  February  6, 
1845,  in  Albanv,  Vermont,  and  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town.  He  afterward  studied  at  the  acad- 
emies of  Hamston  and  II  at  ley,  province  of  Que- 
bec, and  Glover,  Vermont.  He  took  private  lessons 
in  Greek  and  Latin  of  the  Kev.  S.  K.  B.  Perkins, 
under  whose  instructions  he  was  fitted  to  enter 
college.  Mr.  Miles,  however,  finally  decided  to 
abandon  his  purpose  to  take  a  college  course,  and 
devote  the  time  necessary  to  complete  that  course 
to  the  study  of  law.  For  some  time  he  taught  in 
the  common  schools  in  Albany  and  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  two  terms  in  each  of  the  academies  of 
Albany  and  Craftsbury,  employing  his  leisure 
time  in  reading  law.  In  1866  he  entered  the 
office  of  Charles  I.  Vail,  Esq.,  then  of  Irasburg, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Pie  then  went 
to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering the  law  school  at  that  place,  but  on  account 
of  ill  health  was  compelled  to  return  to  Vermont, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  187 1,  entered  the  office  of 


Hon.  William  W.  Grout,  at  Barton,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  September  term  of  the  Orleans 
county  court,  in  1872,  at  which  time  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  was  appointed  master  in 
chancery.  He  practiced  law  in  Albany,  Vermont, 
until  June  12,  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Crafts- 
bury,  in  the  same  state.  April  1,  1881,  he  went 
to  Barton,  Vermont,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
Prior  to  his  removal  to  Barton  he  had  never  been 
associated  professionally  with  any  one,  but  at 
that  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon. 
William  W.  Grout,  under  the  firm  name  of  Grout 
&  Miles.  The  firm  did  a  large  and  remunerative 
business  during  its  continuance,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  many  of  the  important  suits  in  that  part 
of  the  state.  In  1889,  on  account  of  congressional 
duties,  Mr.  Grout  withdrew  from  the  firm,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Miles  has  conducted  the  business 
alone.  Since  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  he  lias 
retained,  and  continues  to  hold,  the  clientage  of 
the  establishment. 

Mr.  Miles  has  all  his  life  been  in  sympathy 
with  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Republican 
party,  and  since  attaining  legal  age  has  been  an 
active  member  of  that  organization.  He  has  been 
entrusted  with  official  positions  both  in  Albany 
and  Craftsbury,  holding  the  office  of  town  clerk 
in  the  latter  place  from  1875  to  1881,  and  acting 
as  superintendent  of  education  for  Albany  in  1867 
and  for  Craftsbury  in  1876.  While  residing  in 
Craftsbury  he  held  some  other  minor  offices.  In 
1872  he  was  sent  to  the  general  assembly  of  Ver- 
mont to  represent  the  town  of  Albany,  serving  on 
the  committee  on  elections,  and  in  1873  he  was 
continued  in  office.  In.  1878  and  1879  he  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Craftsbury,  serving  on  the  ju- 
diciary committee,  of  which  Judge  Poland  was 
chairman.  In  the  years  1890-91-92-93  he  was 
state's  attorney  for  the  county  of  Orleans,  the  citi- 
zens of  which,  in  1894  and  1895,  elected  him  to 
represent  them  in  the  state  senate.  Mr.  Miles  has 
been,  since  1876,  a  member  of  Meridian  Sun 
I.od^o  No.  20.  F.  and  A.  M.  In  his  religious  be- 
lief he  is  a  Congregationalist,  and  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church  at  Barton. 

Mr.  Miles  married.  September  28,  1872,  at 
Glover,  Ellen  M.  Dow,  who  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  the  academy  of  Albany, 
Vermont.  Their  children  are :  Ida  M.,  born  De- 
cember 9,  1873;  Mabel  A.,  l>orn  September  8, 
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1875 ;  Orin  L.,  born  April  5,  1879,  died  October 
3,  1888:  and  Dorothy,  born  January  15,  1895,  and 
died  in  infancy.  Ida  M.  and  Mabel  A.  were  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  Academy 
of  Barton,  Vermont,  the  Academy  of  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Vermont,  and  the  University  of  Vermont, 
at  Burlington.  Both  took  a  classical  course,  and 
graduated  at  all  these  institutions,  receiving  their 
diplomas  from  each.  Ida  M.  married  Henry  R. 
Cutler,  a  commercial  traveler,  president  of  Bar- 
ton Savings  Bank,  and  a  director  of  Barton  Na- 
tional Bank.  They  have  two  children :  Henry 
M. ;  and  Elizabeth.  Mabel  A.  married  Frank  D. 
Thompson,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  an  at- 
torney and  member  of  the  firm  of  Porter  & 
Thompson,  and  a  son  of  the  late  Judge  L.  H. 
Thompson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  no 
children. 

Mr.  Miles  is  descended  from  an  English  fam- 
ily, the  founder  having  emigrated  to  America  in 
1632.  Benjamin  Dow,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Miles,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  en- 
listing in  a  New  Hampshire  regiment,  July  6, 
1780.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  December  31.  1780. 
Grcely  Dow,  son  of  Benjamin  Dow,  married 
Nancy,  daughter  of  James  Glincs,  of  Canada. 
Their  son  Luther  C.  Dow  married  Lavinia  Dew- 
ey, daughter  of  Chandler  Webb  Dewey,  whose 
father  and  grand  father  both  bore  the  name  of 
Nathan  Dewey.  Nathan  Dewey  (1)  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  Dewey  and  the  grandson  of  Nathaniel 
Dewey,  whose  father,  Josiah  Dewey,  was  the  son 
of  Thomas  Dewey,  who  came  from  England  to 
this  country  about  1633.  Josiah  Dewey,  above 
mentioned,  was  an  ancestor  of  Admiral  George 
Dewey.  Luther  C.  and  Lavinia  (Dewey)  Dow 
were  the  parents  of  Ellen  M.,  mentioned  above 
as  the  wife  of  Willard  Wesbery  Miles. 

WILL  ERl  PIERCE. 

Will  Eri  Pierce,  a  representative  citizen  of 
East  Putney,  is  a  keen-sighted,  progressive  busi- 
ness man,  being  successfully  interested  in  various 
lines  of  industry,  and  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
and  up-to-date  farmers  of  Windham  county.  He 
was  born  May  20,  1865,  in  Putney,  which  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Clark  Pierce, 
and  of  his  grandfather,  Mark  Pierce.   He  comes 


of  Revolutionary  stock,  his  great-grand  father. 
Rut  us  Pierce,  a  farmer  in  Vermont  and  a  baker 
bv  trade,  was  killed  in  battle  during  that  war. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Thankful 
Lindsay.  Mark  Pierce  was  born,  lived  and  died 
in  Putney,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life. 
Of  his  union  with  Mary  Ann  Fisher  ten  children 
were  born,  as  follows:    Betsey  Ann  died  in  in- 


WILL  ERI  PICRCC. 

fancy:  Mdinda  Ann  married  Adolphus  Farring- 
tnn :  (  lark  is  father  of  Will  E. ;  Nathaniel  mar- 
ried first  Abbie  Rice,  and  second  Dora  Newton ; 
Royal  married  Addic  McClurc;  Thankful  became 
the  wife  of  Martin  Snow  ;  Diana  married  Wdliam 
Heath  :  Ellen  married  Josiah  Bemis  ;  Ada  married 
Prank  Fuller:  Emma,  twin  sister  of  Ada.  mar- 
ried Densmore  Brown. 

Clark  Pierce  was  born  on  the  ancestral  home- 
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stead  in  Putney,  Vermont,  July  25,  1835,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  little  "Brick 
School  House."  During  his  early  manhood  he 
was  employed  in  a  livery  stable  and  afterward  in 
driving  a  six-horse  stage  from  Wardsboro  to 
Brattlcboro  for  a  number  of  years.  Returning 
then  to  the  occupation  in  which  he  was  reared,  he 
carried  on  general  farming,  first  in  Brattlcboro, 
then  in  Chesterfield,  but  settled  permanently  in 
Putney.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions, and  nn  earnest  worker  in  party  ranks.  He 
married  Isadore  Watson,  a  daughter  of  Asahel 
and  Adclphia  (Jackson)  Watson,  and  a  sister  of 
Judge  Watson.  Four  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  as  follows :  George  A.,  a  lumber  manufac- 
turer and  dealer,  married  Julia  Rice,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children,  Lila  Isadore  and  George  Irving; 
Nettie  A.  is  a  dressmaker  in  Putney ;  Will  E.  is 
the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch ;  and  Edgar 
C.,  an  engineer  on  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railway, 
married  Augusta  Hosford.  and  they  have  one 
child.  Gertrude. 

Will  E.  Pierce  attended  the  district  school  in 
his  boyhood,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  long  vacations,  and  remaining  beneath  the 
parental  roof  until  sixteen  years  old.  Beginning 
then  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account,  he 
worked  four  seasons  in  a  brick  yard  at  Westmin- 
ster, where  he  was  lor  a  time  also  employed  in  an 
overall  factory.  Soon  after  becoming  of  age  he 
purchased  his  brother's  interest  in  the  home  farm, 
and  six  years  later  bought  the  Leonard  Blanchard 
and  Shelley  estates,  near  East  Putney,  the  two 
farms  containing  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land.  Since  that  time  he  has  carried  on  general 
farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  has  built  up 
a  large  business  as  a  lumber  manufacturer  and 
dealer,  in  the  latter  industry  employing  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  men.  and  turning  out  two  million 
feet  of  lumber  annually.  He  has  one  of  the  fin- 
est dairies  in  this  section,  keeping  a  large  herd  of 
Holstein  cattle,  many  of  which  are  of  his  own 
raising,  and  he  also  raises  other  stock.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  kept  a  large  number  of  horses 
in  addition  to  those  used  on  the  farm,  using  them 
in  jobbing,  in  which  he  has  built  up  a  very  profit- 
able business.  In  his  various  operations  he  avails 
himself  of  all  the  latest  and  best-improved  ma- 
chinery, owning  a  gasoline  engine,  a  United  States 
separator,  a  wood  saw,  an  ensilage  cutter,  etc. 
32  x 


He  formerly  owned  and  operated  a  threshing  ma- 
chine, reaper,  harvester,  planter,  tobacco  trans- 
porter and  other  modern  machines,  doing  much 
of  the  neighborhood  work  with  them  in  their  re- 
spective seasons.  He  is  interested  in  almost  every 
branch  of  agriculture,  among  his  crops  being  oats, 
corn,  tobacco,  sweet  corn  for  the  canning  factory, 
Hungarian,  ensilage  and  vegetables  and  fruit  for 
home  use. 

Mr.  Pierce  married,  July  26,  1893,  Cassa  J. 
Pembcr,  daughter  of  Milton  H.  Pember,  of  Put- 
ney. He  is  a  member  of  Golden  Rule  Lodge.  F. 
&  A.  M..  and  of  the  K.  of  H.  In  politics  he  is  in- 
dependent, voting  for  the  best  men  and  best  meas- 
ure?, regardless  of  party  restrictions. 

CHARLES  C.  RUBLEE,  M.  D. 

Among  the  representative  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Morrisville,  Vermont,  is 
Dr.  Charles  C.  Rublee,  who  for  over  thirty  years 
has  followed  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
and  is  now  the  senior  physician  of  the  town,  as 
well  as  pension  examiner  and  health  officer.  I.u- 
man  Rublee,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Rublee,  and  a 
son  of  Hiram  Rublee,  who  lived  and  died  at 
Berkshire.  Vermont,  was  a  native  of  Berkshire, 
Franklin  county,  Vermont,  and  after  attaining  his 
majority  went  to  Montpelier  and  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  hatter  with  Erastus  Watrous,  Esq.  He 
was  also  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  manu- 
facture of  gloves  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Wat- 
rous. and  later  his  younger  brother,  Norman  Rub- 
lee, was. interested  in  this  industry  with  him.  In 
1845  Mr.  Rublee  removed  to  New  Haven,  Addi- 
son county.  Vermont,  where  he  conducted  agri- 
cultural pursuits  between  nine  and  ten  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Montpelier,  where  he  spent 
the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  in  compara- 
tive retirement.  Mr.  Rublee  was  married  twice, 
his  first  wife  having  been  a  sister  of  Silas  Bur- 
bank,  and  among  his  children  were  Chauncey 
Moore,  and  Eliza,  who  was  the  faithful  guardian 
and  comforter  of  his  declining  years.  During 
his  sojourn  in  New  Haven  he  married  a  second 
wife,  Miss  Smith,  who  died  before  his  return  to 
Montpelier.  He  was  a  member  of  Bethany 
church,  a  zealous  Christian,  modest  and  retiring 
in  manner,  faithful  and  true  as  husband,  father 
and  friend,  without  malice  and  free  from  guile. 


Digitized  by  Google 


498 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


He  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  life,  and  his  end 
was  peace.  He  passed  away  May  12,  1879,  aged 
eighty-six  years. 

Dr.  Chaunccy  Moore  Rublee,  father  of  Dr. 
Rubk-e,  was  bom  at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  No- 
vember 25.  182 1,  the  son  of  Luman  and  Bcrtia 
(Bi'rbank)  Rnblce.  the  latter  named  having  died 
when  he  was  only  three  years  of  age.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  district  school  and 
academy  at  Montpelier,  and  at  the  age  of  tour- 
teen  years  began  bis  business  carter  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  clerk  in  a  drug  store,  remaining  for 
si\  years.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  Charles  Clark  at  Montpelier.  and  later 
attended  lectures  at  the  Woodstock  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated. 
The  following  year  he  practiced  his  profession  in 
Montpelier,  and  in  1847  went  to  New  York  in 
order  to  attend  lectures  and  visit  the  hospitals, 
but  soon  after  going  there  was  induced  by  ac- 
quaintances to  lake  a  trip  to  Europe,  where  he 
spent  considerable  time  and  attention  in  the  eye 
and  ear  infirmary  clinics.  He  landed  at  Havre, 
France,  in  1848,  and  went  direct  to  Paris,  where 
he  became  unite  \ersed  in  the  French  language. 
After  spending  quite  a  length  of  time  in  medical 
study  in  European  cities  he  returned  to  Mont- 
pelier and  resumed  bis  private  practice,  which  he 
disposed  of  to  Dr.  Mulliken  in  '1855.  He  then 
removed  to  Boston  with  the  idea  of  locating  there 
in  practice,  but  after  two  years'  residence  in  the 
city  hi*  health  began  to  fail,  and  he  returned  to 
Montpelier.  where  he  continued  in  practice  up  to 
the  time  of  his  decease,  also  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  pension  examiner,  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed some  years  previously.  He  also  received 
from  Coventor  Holbrook  a  commission,  with 
oth-.-rs.  to  examine  all  persons  enrolled  in  the 
militia  in  the  several  towns  of  the  county.  He  ac- 
quired a  valuable  library,  and  a  large  stock  of  sur- 
gical instruments  for  that  day;  be  was  much  in- 
terested in  surgery,  but  disliked  to  prescribe  for 
patients  who  were  in  better  health  than  himself. 
11°  reported  for  the  medical  journals,  and  w  as  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Medical 
Society,  reading  papers  frequently  before  that 
body.  !n  business  be  was  bold,  sharp  and  shrewd, 
and  accumulated  a  large  amount  of  property. 
Ilis  life  shows  how  much  of  success  may  be  at- 
tained by  a  resolute,  sagacious  and  persevering 


mind,  even  though  it  be  imprisoned  in  an  infirm 
body,  for  he  was  for  many  years  a  sufferer  from 
extreme  physical  affliction,  which  to  the  ordinary 
person  of  less  courage  and  perseverance  would 
have  precluded  a  success  in  any  profession.  The 
winters  of  1859-O0  he  spent  in  Paris,  France,  with 
beneficial  results  as  far  as  his  health  was  con- 
cerned. In  politics  he  was  formerly  a  Whig  and 
later  a  Republican,  in  his  religion  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church.  At  home  he 
was  quiet,  reserved,  pleasant,  and  very  fond  of 
of  music.  In  1849  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  P.  Clark,  eldest  daughter  of  Dr. 
Charles  Clark,  who  was  born  in  what  is  now 
called  Fast  Montpelier,  March  19,  1827. 

Dr.  Charles  C.  Rublee  was  born  at  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  October  31,  1852,  obtained  his  prelim- 
inary education  in  the  Washington  county  gram- 
mar school  at  Montpelier,  later  was  a  student  at 
Dartmouth  College,  and  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  I.  E.  Macomber.  Subsequently  he 
attended  the  Harvard  Medical  College,  also  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, spent  one  year  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  New  York  city,  returning  later 
for  a  short  period  of  time  to  the  University  of 
Vermont,  and  finally  graduated  from  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  class  of  1873. 
He  at  once  located  in  practice  in  Morrisville, 
where  he  has  continued  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  one  of  which  he  spent  at  Montpelier  and 
the  othor  at  Hamburg.  Iowa.  He  is  the  oldest 
general  practitioner  in  Morrisville.  the  second  old- 
est in  the  county,  and  the  success  and  high  repu- 
tation he  has  acquired  in  his  chosen  calling  have 
been  worthily  achieved,  while  his  social  promi- 
nence is  not  less  the  result  of  an  irreproachable 
life  than  of  recognized  natural  gifts.  While  at 
Burlington  and  New  York  he  acted  as  assistant 
to  Benjamin  Howard,  professor  of  surgery.  He 
served  as  pension  examiner  for  four  years  under 
President  Harrison's  administration,  and  was  re- 
appointed to  that  office;  he  is  also  health  officer  of 
the  town  and  village'  of  Morrisville.  Dr.  Rublee 
is  a  memlier  of  the  Lamoille  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Vermont  State  Medical  Society ;  Mt. 

« 

Vernon  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  is  past  master ;  Tucker  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary;  and  Pales- 
tine Commander v  at  St.  Johnsbury.  Politically 
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he  is  a  Republican,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member 
of  (he  Congregational  Society. 

Dr.  Rublee  was  united  in  marriage  to  Kate 
Spicer,  daughter  of  William  H.  Spicer.  Their 
children  are:  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Fred  M.  Pike, 
a  prominent  resident  of  Mansfield,  Ohio;  Edna 
S. :  I'.milie  C. ;  and  George  C.  Ritblee,  who  is  a 
student  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Rublce  died  February 
24.  1897.  aged  fortv-four  years.  Dr.  Rublce  mar- 
ried for  his  .second  w  ife  Lou  C.  Mooney,  daughter 
of  A.  A.  Mooney.  of  Mansonville,  province  or 
Quebec.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  Bur 
lington,  Vermont,  in  1898,  one  child  was  born  to 
them.  Charles  M.  Rublce,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  Dr.  Rublee's  two  elder  daughters  are 
graduates  of  the  People's  Academy,  where  Miss 
Edna  is  now  a  teacher. 

Dr.  diaries  Clark,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Dr.  Ruhlee.  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Clark, 
the  immigrant  ancestor  of  the  family,  who  was  a 
mate  on  hoard  the  Mayflower,  which  landed  at 
Plymouth.  He  brought  considerable  property 
with  him,  especially  cotton,  and  is  known  to  have 
resitted  in  Plymouth  in  1623.  He  was  a  deacon  of 
Plymouth  church  from  1654  to  1697,  and  was  the 
patriarch  of  the  colony.  He  was  twice  married 
and  was  the  father  of  six  children.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  The  next  ancestor 
of  which  there  is  any  record  was  Thomas  Clark, 
of  Scituatc,  who  came  to  Plymouth,  and  was 
probably  a  son  or  grandson  of  Thomas,  the  immi- 
grant. He  was  a  soldier  in  King  Philip's  war  in 
1674.  He  married  Martha  Curtis  in  1676,  and 
elev  en  children  were  born  to  them,  one  of  whom, 
Joseph,  born  in  1684,  married  Thankful  Stevens. 
They  had  eight  children,  one  of  whom,  Nathaniel, 
born  in  Rochester  in  1729,  married  Cethniah 
Crosby,  daughter  of  Theophilus  Crosby.  Their 
son  Nathaniel,  born  in  Rochester  in  1704,  mar- 
ried Lucy  Perry,  and  removed  to  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  in  1792.  They  had  six  children,  name- 
ly:  Lovicia,  George,  Sally.  Dr.  Charles,  Lucy 
and  Adeline  Clark. 

Dr.  Charles  Clark  was  born  in  what  is  now 
called  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  January  31, 
1800.  and  his  early  life  was  one  of  great  suffer- 
ing from  a  local  disease  by  which  he  lost  his  leg 
when  he  was  seven  years  old.    He  submitted  to 


this  terrible  operation,  and  refused  to  be  l>ound  to 
the  tabte  of  the  operator,  as  usual  in  such  cases, 
but  laid  himself  upon  it  and  bore  the  work  of  the 
knife,  the  saw,  and  the  subsequent  dressing  of  the 
wound,  without  the  quivering  of  a  muscle  or 
nerve,  and  without  an  articulate  expression  or 
sign  of  pain.  This  showed  that  the  will,  judg- 
ment and  sensibilities  must  have  been  disciplined 
to  the  last  degree  in  the  school  of  pain.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  grammar  school  of  the 
village,  after  which  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  the  preeeptorship  of  Dr.  Lamb  and 
also  attended  medical  lectures  at  Castleton.  in 
18 19.  The  following  year  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  company  with  Dr. 
King,  of  North  Montix-licr.  later  removed  to 
Calais,  subsequently  returned  to  East  Montpelier, 
and  in  1840  located  in  Montpelier.  where  he  prac- 
ticed the  duties  of  his  profession  until  he  laid 
aside  work  on  account  of  the  disease  which  finally 
destroyed  his  life.  Dr.  Clark  seemed  to  have  al- 
most intuitive  knowledge  of  the  disease  he  was 
called  to  treat,  and  his  diagnosis  was  rarely  at 
fault.  He  treated  his  patients,  not  by  theory,  but 
by  symptoms,  and  varied  his  treatment  to  meet 
the  various  developments  of  the  disease.  He  was 
a  very  watchful  physician,  ami  always  brought 
into  the  sick  room  a  sympathetic  and  genial  spirit, 
which  is  often  the  best  medicine  that  can  be  given 
to  a  patient.  He  retained  a  strong  hold  on  the 
confidence  and  affections  of  his  patients,  and  his 
name  was  widely  known  and  honored,  not  only 
for  his  professional  ability,  but  also  for  his  intelli- 
gent interest  in  moral  and  educational  affairs. 

Dr.  Clark  married  Clarissa  Boydcn,  of  Mont- 
pelier, daughter  of  Darius  Hoyden,  Esq. :  she  was 
a  woman  of  remarkable  intelligence  and  beauty 
of  character.  Six  children  were  born  to  them, 
three  of  whom  still  survive  •  Rev.  N.  G.  Clark, 
D.  D..  of  Boston,  formerly  a  professor  in  the 
I'nivrsity  of  Vermont,  later  secretary  of  Amer- 
ican Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  who  died  in 
Boston.  January  3.  1896;  Mrs.  Vail,  who  always 
raided  with  her  father:  Mrs.  Babcock.  of  Mont- 
pelier: Mrs.  Fitllerton,  of  Minneapolis.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1853.  survived  by 
her  husband,  whose  death  occurred  June  20.  1874. 
at  his  residence  on  Lootnis  street.  He  had  been 
ill  for  several  years,  having  suffered  from  a  stroke 
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oi  paralysis  about  five  years  before,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  never  recovered.  He  was  sev- 
enty-four years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

THE  SWAIN  FAMILY. 

Nathaniel  S.wain,  John  Swain  and  another 
brother,  whose  name  is  not  known,  came  from 
Scotland  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  from  these  three  brothers  all  the 
members  uf  the  Swain  family  in  this  country  have 
descended.  Nathaniel  Swain  (2),  son  of  John 
Swain  (1),  was  a  native  of  Reading,  Massa- 
chusetts, from  whence  he  removed  in  1785  to 
Reading,  Vermont,  where  he  settled  and  cleared 
a  -  farm,  which  consisted  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  and  is  still  known  as  the  "Swain 
Place."  The  farm  belonged  to  Henry  Henderson, 
being  the  "right  of  share  of  land  formerly  be- 
longing to  Simon  Stevens  by  virtue  of  his  name 
being  in  the  original  charter  of  said  township." 
Simon  Stevens  resided  at  Charleston,  New  Hamp- 
shire, subsequently  at  Springfield,  Vermont,  and 
was  a  notable  "Yorker"  in  his  day.  Mr.  Swain 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  He  married  Charlotte  Sherwin,  and  their 
children  were:  Nathaniel:  John;  James;  Lydia, 
who  married  Aaron  Townshcnd,  of  Reading, 
Vermont .  Sarah,  who  married  Nathaniel  Pratt, 
and  one  who  married  Hart  Massey,  who  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Tcfferson  count v,  New 
York. 

Nathaniel  Swain  (3).  son  of  Nathaniel  Swain 
(  2)  wa>  bom  on  the  old  homestead  in  Reading, 
Vermont.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
the  town  and  in  later  years  was  engaged  in  th? 
occupation  of  farming.  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Charlotte  Sherwin,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Sherwin,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Reading,  Vermont.  Their  children  were: 
Alva,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Collins,  and 
their  four  children  are  Charles  H.,  who  now  re- 
sides in  Clarcmont,  New  Hampshire,  Elbridge, 
Lewis  and  Charlotte,  the  latter  now  deceased. 
Mary  is  now  deceased.  Nathaniel  (4)  married 
I.ncia  Stow,  of  Woodstock,  Vermont,  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  resided  where  Edgar 
Steams  now  lives.    During  the  last  fifteen  years 


of  his  life  he  lived  in  South  Reading,  Vermont,, 
and  his  decease  occurred  July  30,  i860.  Lois  mar- 
ried Edward  Putnam,  of  Glen  Falls,  New  York, 
the  well-known  stage  proprietor.  Betsey  married 
William  P.  Felton  and  resides  at  Jacksonville,  Illi- 
nois ;  their  two  children  are  Sarah  and  Byron  Fel- 
ton Charlotte  married  Timothy  B.  Collins,  and 
died  in  i860,,  leaving  her  one  surviving  child.  Mrs- 
Ellen  Fales,  of  Sharon,  Vermont.  Marcus,  a 
prominent  physician,  practiced  his  profession  for 
one  year  at  Fclchville,  then  for  many  years  at 
Essex,  Vermont,  for  fifteen  years  in  the  state  of 
Wisconsin,  and  subsequently  and  up  to  his  de- 
cease practiced  at  Englewood,  a  suburb  of  Chica- 
go, Illinois.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Woodbury,  and  five  children  were  bom 
to  them,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  the  eldest 
child,  Dr.  Edgar  Swain,  served  with  distinction  in 
the  late  war.  received  the  rank  of  colonel  and  is 
now  a  prominent  surgeon  dentist  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. John  F.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Lewis 
married  Miss  Lucia  Garvin,  and  their  children 
were  Mary  and  Lewis;  all  the  members  of  this 
family  are  deceased.  Oliver,  deciding  to  become 
a  member  of  the  medical  fraternity,  pursued  a 
course  of  reading  with  Dr.  Phelps,  of  Windsor, 
Vermont,,  and  practiced  his  profession  at  Col- 
chester, Vermont.  He  was  a  very  skillful  surgeon, 
but  his  career  was  terminated  by  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  only  thirty-five  years  cf 
age. 

Albert  Nathaniel  Swain  (5),  son  of  Nathaniel 
(4)  and  Lucia  (Stow)  Swain,  was  born  in  Read- 
ing. Vermont,  July  12,  1828.  He  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
town,  but  after  completing  his  studies  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years,  commencing  in 
1847,  in  the  printing  office  of  the  Vermont  Jour- 
nal at  Windsor,  Vermont.  After  this  he  continued 
for  a  similar  period  of  time  as  journeyman  with 
the  same  employer,  and  then  being  inspired  with 
an  ambition  to  become  a  journalist  he  removed 
to  Pratt tchoro,  Vermont,  where  he  was  employed 
as  printer  and  assistant  editor  of  the  Vermont  Re- 
publican, then  published  by  O.  H.  Piatt.  In  1856 
he  located  in  Bellows  Falls,  where  he  became  ed- 
itor and  soon  after  proprietor  of  the  Bellows 
Falls  Times,  which  he  continued  to  publish  in  con- 
nection with  a  job  printing  establishment  for  more 
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than  thirty-two  years,  when,  in  t888,  he  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  business  life.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  duties  Mr.  Swain  served  as  post- 
master of  Bellows  Kails  under  the  administrations 
of  Presidents  Lincoln,  Johnson  and  Grant,  giving 
general  satisfaction  during  a  period  of  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  Swain  was  an  early  member  of  the  anti- 
slavery  party  and  cast  his  first  ballot  for  the  can- 
didates of  the  old  Liberty  party  when  it  was  only 
strong  enough  to  poll  but  six  votes  in  town.  In 
1852  he  cast  his  vote  for  John  P.  Hale,  the  Lib- 
erty party  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  upon 
its  formation  became  a  firm  and  loyal  adherent  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  1870  Mr.  Swain  was 
-elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  fellow  townsmen, 
and  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  measure  for 
biennial  sessions  of  the  legislature;  he  was  also 
appointed  a  representative  in  the  assemblies  of 
1872  and  1876,  and  was  chosen  senator  from  his 
county  in  1886.  As  a  member  of  both  house 
and  senate  he  served  in  the  capacity  of 
chairman  of  the  committees  on  education, 
printing  and  joint  rules  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senate  committee  on  federal  re- 
lations. Mr.  Swain  served  for  twenty  consecu- 
tive years  as  moderator  of  the  town  meetings  of 
Rockingham,  having  held  that  position  longer 
than  any  other  man  in  the  history  of  that  town,  if 
not  in  the  state ;  he  was  with  but  one  exception 
elected  bv  acclamation,  and  his  record  is  one  of 
which  any  man  might  l>c  proud.  He  has  held 
other  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  town 
and  alwavs  fulfilled  his  duties  in  a  honorable  and 
creditable  manner.  Mr.  Swain  was  one  of  the 
originators  as  well  as  earliest  members  of  the 
Vermont  Press  Association  and  for  four  years 
acted  as  president  of  that  lxuly  ;  he  has  served  as 
trustee  and  member  of  the  finance  committee  since 
1881  of  the  Bellows  Falls  Savings  Institution, 
was  its  vice  president  for  a  number  of  years  and 
is  now  its  president :  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
president  of  the  Rockingham  Free  Library  since 
its  organization  in  1888.  and  wa<  the  leading  spirit 
in  secrring  the  funds  for  its  inception. 

In  1856  Mr.  Swain  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Susan  W.  Putnam,  daughter  of  John  and 
Phrebe  (Town)  Putnam,  of  Brattleboro. 


HORACE  M.  VINCENT. 

Horace  M.  Vincent,  one  of  the  prominent  ag- 
riculturists of  East  Mont]>elicr.  Vermont,  was 
born  in  that  town,  July  23,  1821.  Dr.  Philip 
Vincent,  his  grandfather,  was  a  resident  of  New 
P.raintree,  Massachusetts,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  of  medicine  and  surgery  for  many 
years,  and  enjoved  a  large  and  lucrative  patron- 
age, being  one  of  the  representative  physicians  of 
the  town.  In  February.  1795,  he  removed  to 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  where  he  purchased  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Horace  M. 
Vincent.  Being  a  well  known  and  skilled  physi- 
cian, he  soon  built  up  an  extensive  practice  here, 
which  he  epjoyed  until  his  death,  in  1813,  in  the 
fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Isaac  Vincent,  father  of  Horace  M.  Vincent, 
was  born  in  New  Braintree,  Massachusetts.  He 
removed  with  his  parents  to  East  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school,  and  upon  completing  Ins  studies  he  fol- 
lowed farming  as  an  occupation ;  this  proved  so 
profitable  that  he  continued  in  that  line  of  work 
all  his  life.  Mr.  Vincent  showed  a  keen  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  the  town,  although  he 
never  took  an  active  part  in  them,  yet  his  in- 
fluence for  good  was  felt  in  the  community.  He 
was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sally  Bordan. 
He  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-four 
years. 

Horace  M.  Vincent,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sally 
Vincent,  enjoyed  only  the  privileges  of  the  com- 
mon school,  but  by  active  observation  and  assidu- 
ous reading  he  is  practically  a  well  educated  man. 
He  resides  on  the  farm  purchased  by  his  grandfa- 
ther, which  he  has  cultivated  to  a  state  of  perfec- 
tion, and  from  which  he  receives  a  goodly  com- 
petence. In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
his  party. 

Mr.  Vincent  was  united  in  marriage.  Decem- 
ber 8.  1R.17,  to  Miss  Celinda  C.  Wing/daughter 
of  David  Wing,  of  Barre,  Vermont.  Two  sons 
have  been  born  to  them  •  George  C  who  mar- 
ried and  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  following 
farming  as  an  occupation,  and  his  *on.  Harrv  \V., 
also  resides  with  his  grandfather:  and  Walter 
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H.,  a  well  known  physician  of  Orwell,  Addison 
OOUtlty,  Vermont.  Mr.  Vincent,  although  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  is  still  in  possession  of  all  his 
faculties;  he  is  bright  and  active,  and  takes  a 
great  interest  in  all  the  leading  questions  of  the 
day. 

GEORGE  THOMAS  APLIN. 

George  Thomas  Aplin.  an  extensive  and  thriv- 
ing agriculturist  of  East  Putney,  was  born  on  the 
homestead  farm  where  he  now  resides,  June  29, 
1862.  a  son  of  the  late  William  S.  Aplin.  He  is  of 
pioneer  Green  Mountain  state  ancestry,  his  great- 
grandfather, Thomas  Aplin,  Sr..  having  migrated 
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GEORGE  THOMAS  APLIN. 

to  Vermont  from  Rhode  Island,  settling  in  East 
Putney,  in  May,  1789,  on  the  farm  which  has 
sine  been  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants, 
the  original  seventy  acres  for  which  he  has  the 


deed  being  included  in  the  homestead  of  Mr. 
Aplin  of  this  sketch.  Thomas  Aplin,  Jr..  the 
grandfather  of  George  T.,  inherited  the  parental 
acres,  on  which  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years.  His  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Reynolds,  survived  him,  passing  away  at 
the  venerable  age  of  ninety-four  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely :  Alex- 
ander, who  lived  but  five  years;  and  William  S. 
Aplin. 

William  S.  Aplin  succeeded  to  the  ownership 
of  the  ancestral  homestead,  on  which  he  was  bom, 
lived,  and  died,  his  death  occurring  December  24. 
1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  He  was  a 
very  successful  farmer,  being  financially  prosper- 
ous and  adding  to  the  acreage  of  the  original 
homestead  by  the  purchase  of  an  adjacent  estate. 
He  was  a  citizen  of  much  prominence,  filling  with 
ability  the  various  offices  within  the  gift  of  his 
townsmen.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
fraternally  was  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Golden 
Rule  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  Bellows  Falls 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  married  Mary  E..  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  Dlanchard,  of  Andovcr,  Vermont. 
She  survived  him  many  years,  dying  June  5,  1900, 
aged  seventy-two  years.  Three  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  namely:  Eddie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Nellie  M.,  who  died  un- 
married, at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years ;  and 
( ieorge  Thomas  Aplin. 

George  T.  Aplin  received  excellent  training 
for  his  life  work,  attending  the  common  and  high 
sch<x)ls,  and  being  graduated  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural  College  in  1882,  with  the 
degree  of  R.  S.  Since  acquiring  possession  of  the 
home  farm  he  has  devoted  himself  to  general 
agriculture,  having  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  his  land  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
seventy  acres  Iwlonging  to  the  home  farm  and  the 
remainder  being  a  part  of  his  two  hundred  acres 
located  on  the  Putney  Meadows.  He  raises  good 
crops  of  tobacco  and  pop  corn,  finding  both  re- 
munerative, and  keeps  a  dairy  of  Guernsey  cows, 
sending  a  part  of  his  milk  to  the  Westminster 
creamery  and  a  part  to  Boston.  In  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  chosen  vocation  Mr.  Aplin  evince* 
much  ability,  and  is  meeting  with  deserved  suc- 
cess.  He  is  held  in  high  respect  as  a  man  and  a 
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citizen,  and  has  served  in  various  town  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  lister  and  selectman,  being  elected 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  which  he  invariably  sup- 
ports. He  is  a  member  of  Golden  Rule  Lodge 
No.  32.  F.  &  A.  M..  which  he  has  served  as  mas- 
ter, and  helongs  to  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  at- 
tends the  Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Aplin  married  first,  June  21,  1894,  Emma 
L.,  daughter  of  Jerome  V*.  and  Adelaide  ( Joslyn) 
Shaw.  She  died  July  24,  1895.  He  married  sec- 
ond, November  15,  1900,  Minnie  E.,  daughter  of 
David  and  Julia  (Jaquith)  Persons,  of  Putney, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Donald  G.  Aplin. 

GEORGE  DAVIS. 

George  Davis,  of  East  Montpclicr,  Vermont, 
is  a  descendant  on  the  maternal  side  of  Clark 
Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Rochester,  Massachu- 
etts,  November  15,  1764.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  when  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth  year  he 
was  drafted  as  a  soldier,  and  he  served  his  coun- 
try for  a  few  months  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
In  1790  he  removed  to  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  perfect  wilderness.  He 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  he  cleared 
of  weeds  ami  undcrhush ;  he  then  started  to  culti- 
vate it,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  had 
some  very  productive  land,  where  he  raised  a  gen- 
eral line  of  produce.  Mr.  Stevens,  with  the  aid 
of  some  of  his  neighbors,  formed  a  Society  of 
Friends :  they  erected  a  log  meeting  house,  and 
under  his  efficient  leadership  this  little  band  of 
worshippers  established  the  first  altar  for  the  pub- 
lic worship  of  God  in  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Stevens  jx>ssesscd  all  the  manly  at- 
tributes of  a  gentleman,  combined  with  the  con- 
fidence and  humility  of  a  child.  His  personal  ap- 
pearance was  very  striking,  and  he  was  able  to 
gain  and  retain  the  love  and  friendship  of  all  with 
whom  he  was  brought  in  contact.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  his  home  November  20,  1853. 

Timothy  Davis,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Sarah 
(Williams)  Davis,  and  father  of  George  Davis, 
was  bom  in  New  Bedford.  Massachusetts,  where 
his  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
school.  After  assisting  his  father  with  the  duties 
of  the  farm  he  decided  to  learn  the  trade  of  cab- 
inet-making, which  he  followed  for  some  time  in 


his  native  state.  He  then  removed  to  Vermont, 
where  he  pursued  his  trade  for  a  short  period  of 
time.  Subsequently  he  purchased  a  farm  in  the 
then  town  oi  Montpelier,  now  East  Montpclicr, 
and  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  that  occu- 
pation, which  proved  to  be  very  successful.  He 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  January,  1833,  to  Miss 
Pauline  Stevens,  tlaughter  of  C  lark  and  Huldah 
Stevens. 

George  Davis,  the  only  child  of  Timothy  and 
Huldah  Davis,  was  horn  on  the  old  homestead, 
March  13.  1834.  He  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  a  private  school  under  the  preceptorship 
of  his  uncle.  Stephen  F.  Stevens ;  he  then  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  his  native  town.  He 
afterward  settled  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
has  operated  with  great  success,  and  he  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  farm  man- 
agers in  his  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Davis  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican  and 
true  to  his  party  affiliations.  He  was  elected  to 
represent  the  town  of  East  Montpelier  in  the 
state  legislature  for  the  years  1884  and  1885.  In 
his  religious  belief  Mr.  Davis  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  parents  were 
also  members  of  the  same  body :  his  father  took 
an  active  part  in  all  their  meetings. 

JOSEPH  EPSON  SLEEPER. 

Joseph  E.  Sleeper,  deceased,  for  many  years 
an  important  factor  in  the  industrial  and  agri- 
cultural (interests  of  Bradford,  Vermont,  where 
his  long  and  unusually  active  career  was  spent, 
was  bom  at  Corinth.  Vermont,  in  1832.  His  fa- 
ther, Benjamin  Fox  Sleeper,  was  formerly  a  res- 
ident of  Londonderry.  New  Hampshire,  whence 
he  came  to  Corinth,  Vermont,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  spent.  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  more  than  six  hundred  buildings  in 
Corinth  and  the  surrounding  towns  are  land- 
marks of  his  handiwork.  He  served  in  the  war  of 
IS) 2  and  was  on  his  way  to  Plattsburg  when  that 
engagement  was  fought :  he  was  familiarly  known 
throughout  his  lift  as  "Captain."  He  married 
Sarah  Fox  Sleeper,  and  their  children  were: 
Ruth.  Catherine.  Ascha.  Nancy,  Shcrhurn,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  and  Joseph  Ed  son  Sleeper, 

Joseph  1*.  Sleeper  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  after  at- 
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taining  the  age  of  nineteen  years  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  rassunipsic  Railroad.  He  remained 
with  this  company  nearly  thirty  years,  most  of 
the  time  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  a  section, 
and  during  the  earlier  part  of  his  service  the  ma- 
jority of  the  help  employed  were  Yankees.  At 
that  time  there  were  only  four  trains  a  day,  two 
each  way.  but  as  the  traffic  of  the  road  increased 
there  were  more  trains  added  frgm  time  to  time, 
until  now  it  is  one  of  the  principal  railroads  in 
that  section  of  the  state.  In  i860  Mr.  Sleeper 
took  up  his  residence  in  Bradford,  and  in  1882  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  the  lower  plain  of  the  city, 
where  he  remained  for  many  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased and  remodelled  a  fine  residence  on  the 
original  Dea  Hardy  lot,  built  by  A.  F.  Colburn. 
It  is  of  modern  design  and  elegant  finish,  com- 
manding an  extended  view  of  Main  street  and 
also  of  the  street  at  right  angles,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  locations  in  town. 
The  interior  arrangement  of  the  residence  is  a 
model  of  convenience  and  taste,  hot  and  cold 
water  being  provided  on  both  floors,  and  all  of 
the  rooms  wired  for  electric  lights. 

In  ifV>i  Mr.  Sleeper  married  Hannah  Mer- 
rill, daughter  of  Major  Ira  Merrill,  of  Corkith, 
Vermont,  and  a  niece  of  John  L.  Woods,  the 
donor  of  Woods  school  and  library  buildings. 
Mr.  Sleeper  was  a  man  of  broad  intelligence  and 
genuine  public  spirit,  strong  in  his  individuality 
and  never  lacking  the  courage  to  carry  out  his 
convictions,  but  he  also  had  a  lively  human  sym- 
pathy and  an  abiding  charity,  which  in  connec- 
tion with  his  sterling  integrity  and  honor  of 
character  pained  for  him  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  men  with  whom  he  was  brought  in 
contact.    His  death  occurred  February  13.  1903. 

Albert  R  Sleeper,  only  son  of  Joseph  E.  and 
Hannah  Sleeper,  was  born  in  1862,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  excellent  schools  and  acade- 
my of  Bradford.  Vermont.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  entered  the  mercantile  service  of 
Mr.  Brock,  and  later  of  Stevens  &  Clark,  both  of 
Bradford,  remaining  five  years.  In  1SS5  he  re- 
moved to  Lexington.  Michigan,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  S.  C.  Tewkshury.  a  maternal  grand- 
uncle:  by  careful  observation  and  untiring  indus- 
try he  soon  became  so  efficient  that  two  years  la- 
ter he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  manager 
of  their  extensive  mercantile  establishment,  in 


which  capacity  he  is  still  serving.  He  is  also  as- 
sociated with  his  uncle  A.  W.  Merrill  in  the  com- 
mercial linking  firm  of  Sleeper  &  Merrill,  and  he 
has  also  been  chosen  to  serve  as  president  of  the 
Bad  Axe  National  Bank  at  the  county  seat  of 
Huron  county,  National  Bank  at  Sanilac  Center, 
the  county  seat  of  Sanilac  county,  the  Standish 
National  Bank  at  the  county  scat  of  Arenac  coun- 
ty, and  banks  established  at  Lexington,  Ubly  and 
Marlette,  Michigan,  and  is  interested  as  officer 
and  depositor  in  ten  different  banks.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  decided  ability  and  promise,  a 
faithful  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  is  acting  as  president  of  the  village 
corporation  of  Lexington,  and  served  as  state  sen- 
ator during  die  years  .1890-1891-1892-1893.  He 
is  prominently  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, Knights  Templar,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  other  organizations.  On  July 
30,  1890,  Mr.  Sleeper  married  Mary  C  Moore,  of 
Lexington,  Michigan. 

MRS.  PHI  LI' R  A  CELUCIA  MOORE. 

Mrs.  Philura  C.  Moore,  who  was  born  in 
Wardsboro,  Vermont,  in  the  year  1825,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  an  old  and  honored  English  family. 
Her  great-grandfather  on  the  maternal  side  was 
a  Plimpton,  born  in  England  and  became  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel.  His  son  Abner  Plimpton  re- 
moved to  Vermont  when  the  country  was  new, 
and  located  in  the  tow  n  of  Wardsboro,  where  he 
purchased  a  iarge  tract  of  land  w  hich  he  cultivated 
in  such  a  manner  that  he  derived  a  goodly  profit 
from  his  labors.  He  was  a  former  resident  of 
Sturbridge,  Massachusetts,  living  there  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Esther  Mann,  whose 
family  were  natives  of  England.  The  following 
named  children  were  l«>rn  of  this  union :  Will- 
iam, who  married  Miss  Lucy  Choatc  and  their 
children  were  Emmons.  Electa  and  Ella  Elladicea 
Choate:  Abner  was  a  farmer  and  resided  in 
Wardsboro,  Vermont,  and  married  Miss  Hannah 
Wheelock  and  their  children  were  Silas. 
Holland,  Sophia  and  Maria  Plimpton:  Amos 
married  Miss  Lucy  Rich,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Erasmus.  Atnosa.  Betsy,  Elsie, 
Chandler  and  Gardner  Plimpton :  Rev.  Oli- 
ver died  unmarried;  Susan  was  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Simpson,  a  prominent  fanner  of  Wards- 
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boro  ami  their  children  were  Orin,  Nathaniel, 
Susan.  Olive,  Ella  D.  and  Lucinda  Simpson ; 
Esther  died  when  quite  young;  and  Flladicca. 
The  last  named  was  the  motner  of  Mrs.  Moore, 
who  married  Ehenezer  Wakefield,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  but  later  removed  to  Wards- 
boro,  Vermont,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
and  was  a  devout  Christian  and  served  as  deacon 
in  the  church ;  their  children  were  Alden,  a  farm- 
er in  Wardsboro,  was  twice  married,  first,  to  Eliz- 
abeth Knowlton,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Dora  Alden  Wakefield,  and,  second,  to  Jennie 
Rigby :  and  Philura  C.  Wakefield.  Mr.  Plimpton 
died  in  1814. 

Mrs.  Philura  C.  Mtx>re,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  F.l'adicca  Wakefield,  was  born  September  27, 
1825.  She  acquired  her  education  in  the  district 
school  of  Wardsboro,  Vermont.  On  December 
30,  1847,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Franklin 
Moore,  who  was  born  at  Stowe,  Massachusetts, 
July  y,  1821.  He  was  reared  in  New  fane,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  when 
he  was  between  the  age  of  ten  and  twelve  years ; 
subsequently  he  removed  to  Wardsboro,  where  he 
lived  on  a  farm.  His  principal  occupation 
throughout  his  life  was  that  of  the  buying  and 
selling  of  cattle,  from  which  he  derived  a  hand- 
some income.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
the  political  aflairs  of  the  town,  being  elected  to 
fill  various  local  offices,  among  others  that  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  selectman,  in  which  positions 
he  rendered  creditable  and  honorable  service.  loi- 
ter he  returned  to  New  fane.  Vermont,  where  his 
death  occurred  August  27.  1897.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty si x  years. 

Mrs.  Moore.  t>eing  blessed  with  abundant 
mean*,  resolved  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  to 
beneficent  public  benefits.  In  April.  1897.  she  be- 
gan the  erection  of  the  Moore  Library  building, 
in  New  fane,  Vermont,  which  was  completed  the 
following  October  at  a  cost  of  about  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  library  was  opened  with 
some  two  thousand  volumes.  It  is  a  commodious 
and  well  lighted  room,  handsomely  finished  in 
quartered  oak  and  provided  with  all  of  the  modern 
accessories.  I!y  gifts  and  purchases  the  library 
now  contains  some  two  thousand  six  hundred  well 
selected  volumes,  covering  a  w  ide  range  of  litera- 
ture, historv.  fiction,  science  and  biography.  Mrs. 
Moore  nas  endowed  the  library  with  the  sum  of 


two  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  is  to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  new  books  and  the 
care  of  the  library.  She  resides  in  the  building, 
and  acts  in  the  capacity  of  librarian,  where  her 
kind  and  venerable  presence  is  a  benediction  to  the 
pattens.  She  has  provided  that  at  her  death  the 
building  shall  be  wholly  devoted  to  the  uses  of 
the  library.  Mrs.  Moore  was  also  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  \\  est  Wardsboro  Baptist  church, 
having  given  to  it  a  fund  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  to  the  Congregational  church  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars.  She  has  also  contributed 
nine  hundred  dollars  to  the  improvement  of 
Woodlaw  n,  the  New  fane  cemetery,  and  the  resi- 
dents of  that  town  manifest  a  grateful  apprecia- 
tion of  these  generous  gifts. 

EUGENE  WALLACE  PAIGE. 

As  an  extensive  landowner,  breeder  of  thor- 
oughbred horses  and  connected  in  prominent  ca- 
pacities with  manufacturing  industries,  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  heads  this  sketch  has  long 
been  favorably  known  to  the  business  world  in 
Vermont  and  other  states.  He  has  been  accus- 
tomed for  many  years  to  deal  in  a  large  way  with 
large  affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  best  type  of  the 
class  who  have  caused  the  phenomenal  develop- 
ment of  agriculture  and  manufactories  in  this 
country.  He  comes  of  a  notable  New  England 
family,  whose  members  for  many  generations 
have  been  conspicuous  in  the  public  and  commer- 
cial life  of  that  section.  His  grandfather.  George 
IT.  Paige,  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
and  removed  from  Hanlwick.  Massachusetts,  his 
native  place,  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  people  of  the 
Green  Mountain  slate.  lie  located  in  Caledonia 
county,  and  made  bis  home  at  Hardwick,  where 
in  the  course  of  time  he  rose  to  positions  of 
prominence  and  influence,  lie  represented  his 
district  in  the  state  senate,  held  the  office  of  coun- 
tv  judge  for  many  years,  and  exercised  an  influ- 
ence second  to  no  man  in  his  locality.  lie  left 
behind  him  two  sons  who  also  achieved  distinc- 
tion in  civil  and  military  life.  One  of  these,  Hen- 
ry II.  Paige,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  First  Ver- 
mont Cavalrv  during  the  Civil  war  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  major  in  that  gallant  command.  George 
L.  Paige,  another  of  these  sons,  became  a  sue- 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


ccssiul  farmer  and  served  two  terms  in  the  legis- 
lature as  a  useful  representative  of  an  intelligent 
constituency,  lie  married  Mary  S.  Kice,  and  by 
that  union  became  the  father  of  Eugene  \Y. 
Paige,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred at  Cabot,  Vermont,  October  14,  1852. 

The  latter,  who  soon  developed  into  an  un- 
usually bright  bov,  became  restless  at  home,  and 
at  a  very  early  age  determined  to  start  out  in  life 
for  himself  without  wasting  time  in  preliminaries. 
In  1873  he  commenced  work  as  a  laborer  in  a 
store,  by  i8$2  was  able  to  purchase  a  small  inter- 
est and  a  short  time  afterward  owned  the  entire 
establishment.  In  due  course  he  became  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  E.  W.  Paige  & 
Company,  located  at  106  West  street,  New  York 
city,  which  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  jobbing 
firms  in  flour  in  the  United  States.  In  the  year 
1901  thev  did  a  business  amounting  to  two  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  are  known  not  only  over  this 
country  but  in  foreign  lands,  to  dealers  in  the 
"staff"  of  life,  which  constitutes  so  large  a  part  of 
both  of  our  domestic  and  export  trade.  At  pres- 
ent Mr.  Paige  is  one  of  the  directors  and  a  stock- 
holder in  the  great  Pillsbury  flour  manufactur- 
ing piant  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  which  is  the 
largest  concern  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

Hut  Mr.  Paige's  investments  have  not  been 
confined  to  merchandising  and  commerce.  He  is 
an  extensive  owner  of  land,  including  three  hun- 
dred acres  near  Roxbury,  Vermont,  which  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Washington 
county.  In  iX«>8  he  purchased  as  a  country  home 
the  elegant  place  known  as  the  Wayside  Stock 
Farm,  in  Randolph,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
acres,  over  which  he  installed  his  brother,  Henry 
II  Paige,  as  manager.  This  gentleman,  who  was 
bom  at  Cabot.  Vermont,  in  September,  1859,  is 
an  exjKTicnccd  farmer  and  stock-breeder,  whose 
skill  and  good  judgment  are  much  appreciated  by 
his  brother.  Henry  H.  Paige  married  Neil  Car- 
ter, and  has  a  son,  Raymond. 

On  the  Wayside  Farm  Mr.  Paige  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  the  fine  draft  horses  for  which 
Vermont  has  long  been  famous  throughout  the 
world.  In  his  stud  at  this  place  are  two  fine 
stallions,  imported  at  great  cost,  and  a  superb 
collection  of  fnrtv  hro<xl  mares  ot  the  most  ap- 
proved pedigree^.  Mr.  A.  T.  Safford.  of  Buf- 
falo. New  York,  and  eastern  manager  of  the  rills- 


bury  interests,  is  a  partner  of  Mr.  Paige  in  his 
Orange  county  farming  interests.  From  the  tore- 
going  it  will  be  seen  how  large  a  share  in  the  de- 
velopment and  progress  of  his  native  state  has 
been  borne  by  Mr.  Paige,  and  how  well  he  de- 
serves the  esteem  and  consideration  that  are  be- 
stowed upon  him  in  the  communities  benefited  by 
his  enterprise.  He  has  worthily  sustained  the 
reputation  of  an  honorable  ancestry,  and  by  his 
achievements  as  a  breeder  and  manufacturer  has 
added  to  the  record  of  good  deeds  previously 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Paige  family. 

In  1S76  Mr.  Paige  was  married  to  Miss  Ada 
Rancroft,  of  Wobtirn.  Massachusetts,  and  has 
two  daughters,  Belle  W.  and  Marion  B.  The 
former  is  the  wife  of  Floyd  Parsons,  of  Paterson, 
New  Jersey. 

COLONEL  CHARLES  APPLETON  MILES. 

Colonel  Charles  Applcton  Miles,  of  Brattle- 
boro.  is  a  man  of  brilliant  attainments,  who  has 
won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  in  the 
two  fields  ot  activities,  professional  work  and 
business.  It  is.  however,  as  a  professional  man 
that  he  is  test  known  in  Brattleboro,  where  for 
seventeen  years  he  was  the  principal  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Burnside  Military  School. 

Mr.  Miles  is  descended  from  two  of  the  old- 
est and  most  distinguished  New  England  fam- 
ilies, the  Mileses  and  the  Appletons.  John  Miles, 
the  first  representative  of  the  family  in  this  coun- 
try, came  from  the  north  of  England  and  settled 
in  Concord,  Massachusetts,  in  1637,  where  in 
1638  he  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts colony.  He  became  a  large  landowner, 
in  fact,  was  one  of  the  largest  of  the  original 

proprietor  of  that  town.    He  married  Sarah  

and,  after  her  death,  Susannah  Rediat.  By  the 
first  marriage  there  was  one  daughter,  and  by 
the  second  three  children. 

John  Miles,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Susannah 
Miles,  was  l*>ni  in  1680.  Upon  reaching  man- 
hood he  married  Mary  Prescolt,  of  Concord,  and 
thev  had  sjx  children,  of  whom  a  son  named  John 
was  the  oldest.  This  son  was  born  December  24, 
1704.  lie  resided  in  Concord,  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  that  place,  where  he  followed  agriculture 
for  manv  \ears.  Thrifty  and  industrious,  he 
prospered  in  life,  and  married  Elizabeth  Brooks,. 
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of  Concord,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  the  second  was  named  Noah.  This  son, 
born  April  29,  1730,  married  Hulda  Hosmcr, 
of  Concord,  and  of  their  children,  the  eldest  was 
named  Noah. 

Rev.  Noah  Miles,  eldest  son  of  Noah  and 
Hulda  Miles,  and  grandfather  of  Charles  Ap- 
pleton  Miles,  was  born  December  22,  1757.  Early 
displaying  scholarly  tendencies,  he  was  given 
the  best  educational  advantages  of  that  time,  and 
was  sent  to  Dartmouth  College,  where  in  1780 
he  graduated  with  honors.  Deciding  to  follow 
the  ministry,  as  a  young  man,  he  settled  in  Tem- 
ple, New  Hampshire,  where  he  preached  for  fifty 
years,  with  eminent  success.  He  lived  to  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years,  and  died  in  1831.  In  early 
life  he  married  Jane  Pierson,  of  Ncwburyport. 
and  they  had  eight  children :  Solomon  Pierson, 
Jane  Noycs,  Samuel  Searle,  Noah  Burke,  Eliza- 
beth Dickinson,  John  Murray,  Hulda  and  Ben- 
jamin  Jones  Crombie. 

Solomon  Pierson  Miles,  father  of  Charles 
Applcton.  was  a  leading  educator  of  this  country, 
ranking  with  such  men  as  Horace  Mann  and 
George  B.  Emerson,  and  was  well  known  in  the 
best  circles  of  Boston,  where  he  labored  for  many 
years.  He  was  born  January  22,  179 1.  Profiting 
by  such  educational  advantages  as  lay  in  his 
power,  he  entered  Harvard  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1819.  After  filling  the  position 
of  instructor  in  his  alma  mater  for  some  years, 
he  decided  to  devote  his  life  to  the  promulgation 
of  higher  educational  methods,  and  accepted  a 
position  as  head  master  of  the  Boston  high  school, 
and  there  put  into  practice  many  of  his  advanced 
theories  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  conducted 
this  institution,  with  remarkable  ability  and  suc- 
cess. He  then  opened  a  private  school  for  the 
instruction  of  girls  in  Boston.  Here  he  was  even 
more  successful  than  he  had  been  in  his  public 
school  work.  May  27,  1833,  he  married  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Appleton,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Na- 
thanael  Walker  and  Sarah  Tildeti  Appleton.  Sol- 
omon P.  Miles  died  August  22.  1842. 

Colonel  Charles  A.  Miles  was  boin  in  Boston 
in  1834,  and,  from  his  lather's  position,  was  early 
brought  under  the  influence  of  some  of  the  most 
cultivated  people  of  that  city.  He  was  prepared 
for  college  at  the  Roxbtiry  L.atin  School,  and 
entered  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  grad- 


uated in  1853,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  having  for 
classmates  such  noted  men  as  President  Eliot 
and  Professors  Hill  and  Pierce  of  that  institu- 
tion. 

Deciding  to  enter  upon  a  business  career,  he 
took  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  well  known  East 
India  house,  where  he  remained  until  his  twenty- 
first  year.  Shortly  afterward  he  went  to  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  and  obtained  employment  as  su- 
perintendent in  a  large  manufacturing  establish- 
ment. He  next  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
west,  but  the  financial  crisis  of  1857  caused  him 
again  to  return  to  the  cast.  He  then  opened  a 
private  school  in  Northfield,  Massachusetts. 
Meeting  with  much  success  here,  he  was  offered 
the  head-mastership  of  the  Brattleboro  high 
school,  where  he  continued  for  a  short  time.  Hav- 
ing now  resolved  to  make  teaching  his  profession, 
he  established  the  Burn  side  Military  School  in 
that  place,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  twenty 
years. 

In  1873  he  went  to  Europe,  where  he  passed 
a  couple  of  years  in  study  at  the  cities  of  Heidel- 
berg, Gotha  and  Paris.  Returning  to  this  coun- 
try, he  accepted  the  position  of  head-master  of 
the  Anthon  grammar  school  in  New  York  city, 
and  he  afterward  established  the  Arnold  Prepara- 
tory School,  in  the  same  place.  Desiring,  how- 
ever, in  the  course  of  time  to  withdraw  somewhat 
from  the  strenuous  activities  of  his  profession,  he 
finally  returned  to  Brattleboro,  where  he  has  to- 
some  extent  been  engaged  in  private  instruction. 
As  a  teacher  his  work  has  always  been  thorough 
and  progressive,  and  has  won  for  him  an  ex- 
cellent reputation  in  his  profession. 

Colonel  Miles  has  been  married  twice,  first 
to  Josephine  Myra  Finn,  and  after  her  death,  in 
1882,  to  Fanny  Glover  Train.  By  the  first  union 
there  were  no  children,  by  the  second  there  is  one 
son,  Appleton  Train  Miles. 

Colonel  Miles  is  a  man  who  has  always  moved 
in  the  best  society,  where  he  has  also  been  ex- 
tremely influential.  W  hile  in  the  university  he 
was  exceedingly  popular,  belonging  to  many  of 
the  college  fraternities.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  first  crew,  which,  in  the  college  contest  of 
1852.  contested  the  palm  with  Yale.  In  early 
life  he  joined  the  Masonic  order,  serving  as  mas- 
ter of  his  lodge,  high  priest  of  his  chapter,  grand 
high  priest  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  eminent 
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commander  of  the  Beauseant  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  in  Brattleboro.  In  the  com- 
munities in  which  he  has  lived  he  has  always 
been  recognized  as  a  man  of  untiring  energy  and 
the  broadest  culture. 

The  Appleton  family,  from  which  Colonel 
Miles,  through  his  mother,  is  descended,  traces  its 
line  as  far  back  as  John  Appulton  (i),  of  Great 
Wadingfield,  England,  who  was  living  in  1396, 
and  died  in  1414.  The  descent  is  continued  in  a 
direct  line  through  John  (2),  John  (3),  John 
(4),  Thomas,  Robert,  William,  Thomas  (2)  and 
Samuel. 

Samuel  Appleton  was  born  in  Little  Walding- 
ficld  in  1586,  came  to  Ipswich,  Massachusetts, 
in  1635,  and  from  him  have  sprung  all  the  Ap- 
pletons  in  this  country.  He  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  his  day,  owning  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Ipswich,  portions  of  which  are 
now  in  the  possessions  of  his  descendants.  He 
very  ably  served  his  town  as  deputy  to  the  gen- 
eral court,  and  held  other  positions  of  rank  and 
honor.  He  married  Mary  Everard,  a  most  es- 
timable woman,  and  they  had  five  children. 

Captain  John  Appleton,  eldest  son  of  Samuel 
and  Mary,  was  likewise  an  important  person  in 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts.  He  came  to  New 
England  with  his  parents  when  about  thirteen 
years  old.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  was  sent 
as  deputy  to  the  general  court,  and  was  later 
honored  with  the  title  of  captain,  for  valiant  serv- 
ice rendered  the  colony.  He  died  in  1699,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six.  In  early  life  he  married 
Pricilla  Glover,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children. 

Colonel  John  Appleton,  eldest  son  of  Captain 
John  and  Pricilla,  born  in  1652,  was  even  more 
prominent  in  public  affairs  than  his  predecessors. 
As  a  man  of  marked  military  ability,  lie  was  first 
made  lieutenant,  and  later  colonel.  With  rare 
efficiency  he  served  his  community  as  town  clerk, 
as  judge  of  probate,  as  a  member  of  the:  council, 
and  in  1607  was  chosen  deputy  to  the  general 
court.  Being  a  man  of  great  integrity,  he  won  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Rogers,  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 

Rev.  Xathanael  Appleton.  P.  D.,  their  eldest 
son.  lacked  none  of  the  force  or  manly  vigor 
of  his  forefathers,  and  became  a  power,  not  only 
in  the  state,  but  also  in  his  church  and  college. 


Born  in  Ipswich,  December  9,  1693,  he  was  given 
the  best  educational  advantages  that  the  country 
afforded  at  that  time,  and  at  an  early  age  entered 
Harvard  College,  where  he  graduated  in  17 12. 
Deciding  to  enter  the  ministry,  he  thoroughly 
prepared  himself  for  his  work,  and  five  years 
later,  in  1717,  received  his  ordination  at  Cam- 
bridge. He  became  one  of  the  most  forceful  and 
eloquent  preachers  of  his  day,  wielding  a  wide 
influence  in  his  church  and  college,  as  well  as  in 
the  more  ordinary  performances  of  his  pastoral 
duties. 

He  continued  in  the  ministry  for  sixty-sue 
years.  For  a  large  part  of  that  time  he  was  a 
fellow  of  the  college,  and  in  1771  he  received 
from  that  institution  a  diploma  of  D.  D.,  an  honor 
which  it  had  never  conferred,  except  on  Increase 
Mather,  eighty  years  before.  As  a  strong  Whig, 
he  exercised  a  powerful  influence  in  the  state  for 
his  party,  during  the  strenuous  times  preceding 
the  Revolution.  In  early  life  he  married  Mar- 
garet Gibbs,  by  whom  he  had  six  children. 

Nathanael  Appleton,  son  of  Xathanael  Apple- 
ton  and  Margaret  Gibbs,  born  in  1731,  was  one 
of  the  influential  business  men  of  Boston,  and  also 
actively  engaged  in  public  affairs.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, and  a  zealous  patriot  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary struggle.  From  an  early  period  of  the 
contest  until  his  death,  he  held  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  loans.  He  corresponded  with  most 
of  the  eminent  men  of  his  day,  and  distinguished 
himself  in  writing  against  the  slave  trade,  from 
1766  to  1773.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Walker, 
his  second,  Rachel  Henderson.   He  died  in  1798. 

Dr.  Xathanael  Walker  Appleton,  great-grand- 
father of  Colonel  Miles,  was  born  in  1775.  After 
graduating  at  Harvard  College  he  studied  medi- 
cine, and  became  a  practicing  physician  in  Bos- 
ton, lie  won  for  himself  much  distinction  in  his 
professional  work,  and  his  early  death  was  the 
subject  of  general  regret.  He  married  Sarah 
Grecnleaf,  and  died  in  1795.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  three  children.  Xathanael  W.,  who 
married  Sarah  Tiklcn;  Charles  H.  and  William 
Greenleaf. 

Xathanael  Walker  Appleton,  second  son  of  the 
above,  was  a  well  known  and  affluent  merchant  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  the  treasurer  of  a  great  manufacturing  cor- 
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portation  in  the  city  of  Lowell.  His  eldest  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  Elizabeth,  married  Solomon  Pierson 
Miles.  Their  children  were:  Charles  Appleton 
Miles,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch;  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Miles,  who  died  in  early  youth :  Jane 
Pierson  Miles,  who  married  the  Hon.  James  M. 
Tyler,  j  udgc  of  the  supreme  court  of  Vermont ; 
and  Katharine  Miles. 

WILLIAM  ROBERTSON. 

William  Robertson,  of  Putney,  is  a  veteran 
paper  manufacturer,  and  an  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive business  man.  He  was  born  June  15, 
1822,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a  son  of  the  late 
George  Robertson.  He  is  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
his  paternal  grandfather  having  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Scotland.  His  widow,  however,  came  here 
in  1821,  joining  her  son,  who  had  preceded  her  to 
this  country.  George  Robertson  emigrated  from 
Scotland  to  America  when  a  young  man,  and  after 
his  marriage  to  Margaret  Benson,  in  1821,  settled 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  The  following  year  he 
started  for  Canada,  taking  with  him  his  family. 
On  reaching  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  the  mother 
died,  and  he  gave  up  the  trip  to  Canada,  settling 
instead  in  Putney,  this  state,  where  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother  and  began  the  manu- 
facture of  paper,  continuing  until  1828.  He  then 
built  a  mill  in  the  village,  in  which  paper  was 
made  by  hand,  but  a  freshet  destroyed  his  fac- 
tory a  few  years  after  operation  had  been  com- 
menced. Nothing  daunted,  however,  he  erected 
another  mill,  which  he  operated  until  1837,  when 
he  added  to  his  productions  a  line  of  straw  paper. 
In  1840  he  met  with  financial  reverses  and  was 
forced  to  give  up  business,  his  son  William  pur- 
chasing the  entire  plant. 

William  Robertson  was  an  infant  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Putney,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  On  leaving  school  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  paper-maker  under  his  father's  instruc- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  without  a 
dollar  that  he  could  call  his  own,  he  started  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  after  his  father's 
failure  purchasing  the  mill  and  continuing  in  the 
same  line  of  manufacturing  until  1865.  Estab- 
lishing then  a  new  mill,  with  machinery  of  the 
most  approved  pattern,  he  began  the  manufacture 
of  tissue  paper,  which  he  continued  with  con- 


stantly increasing  success  up  to  the  time  of  the 
recent  destruction  of  the  plant  by  fire,  May  10, 
1903.  In  the  management  of  this  plant,  known 
as  "The  Owl  Mills,"  he  was  assisted  by  his  sons, 
who  had  charge  of  the  daily  output  of  the  factory, 
amounting  on  an  average  product  to  about  a  ton 
and  a  half  per  day.  The  paper  was  made  of  wood 
fibre  and  was  shipped  in  rolls  to  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Rol>ertson  was  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
state  militia,  which  was  organized  soon  after  the 
St.  Albans  raid,  being  commissioned  captain  of 
Company  B,  Twelfth  Regiment,  by  Peter  T. 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON. 


Washburn,  and  serving  eight  years.  He  is  iden- 
tified in  politics  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  served  as  a  representative  to  the  state  legis- 
lature. He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Golden  Rule 
Lodge  No.  32,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Burlington ;  to  Fort 
Dummer  Chapter  No.  12,  R.  A.  M.;  to  Connecti- 
cut Valley  Council  No.  16,  R.  &  S.  M.;  and  to. 
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Beauseant  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Brattleboro. 
He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Vermont  Na- 
tional Bank. 

Captain  Robertson  married,  in  1854,  Abbie  A. 
Benson,  daughter  of  Doctor  Amora  and  Abigail 
(Drown)  Benson,  of  Landgrove,  Vermont. 
Three  children  have  been  born  of  their  union, 
namely:  Fred  E.,  in  business  with  his  father, 
married  Margaret  Ann  Towle,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Knth ;  Frank  M.,  who  attended  the  Stan- 
ford Military  Institute  and  was  graduated  from 
Eastman's  Business  College  in  1876,  is  associated 
in  business  with  his  father  and  brother,  being 
bookkeeper  for  the  firm  ;  and  Helen  M.,  who  was 
educated  at  St.  Agnes  School,  in  Bellows  Falls, 
Vermont. 

ELIHU  BARBER  TAFT. 

Elihu  Barber  Taft,  of  Burlington,  Vermont, 
well  and  favorably  known  as  a  lawyer  and  also 
in  political  and  scientific  circles  throughout  the 
country,  was  born  in  Williston,  Vermont,  March 
25,  1847.  His  great-grandfather,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  was  an  active  participant  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  and  was  with  General  Washington 
at  Valley  Forge,  where  the  army  went  through 
such  a  terrible  siege  of  exposure  and  suffering. 
After  his  discharge  he  removed  to  Shaftsburv, 
Vermont-.  His  grandfather,  Elijah  Taft,  was  a 
native  of  Shaftsbury,  Bennington  county,  but  in 
1818  located  in  Williston,  Chittenden  county;  he 
died  at  South  Burlington,  Vermont,  January  4, 
1 881,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Eleazer  Taft,  father  of  Elihu  B.  Taft,  is  a 
farmer  who  has  always  lived  an  honest  and  tem- 
perate life,  and  whose  religion  is  the  Golden  Rule, 
and  he  now  lives  in  retirement  at  Essex  Junction, 
Vermont.  He  has  attained  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  still  enjoys  excellent  health. 
For  many  years  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  se- 
lectman for  South  Burlington,  Vermont.  He 
married  Ellen  Barber,  who  was  born  in  Willis- 
ton, Vermont,  ami  the  follow  ing  named  children 
were  born  to  them :  Enos  W.,  of  Jericho  Center ; 
Elihu  Barber :  and  George  K.  Taft,  of  Undcrhill, 
Vermont.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

Elihu  B.  Taft  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  Williston  Academy,  and  this  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  classical  course  in  the  University 


of  Vermont,  which  he  entered  in  1867,  graduating 
therefrom  in  1871.  Four  years  afterward  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  his 
alma  mater.  He  entered  his  name  as  a  law  stu- 
dent, in  1870,  with  the  well  known  attorneys, 
Messrs.  Wales  &  Taft,  at  Burlington,  and  pur- 
sued his  legal  studies  with  them  during  his  last 
year  in  the  university.  On  April  1,  1873.  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Chittenden 
county  court,  and  soon  after  the  supreme  court 
of  the  state,  and  on  the  motion  of  Hon.  E.  J. 
Phelps,  at  the  February  term,  1879,  was  admitted 
as  an  attorney  in  the  United  States  district  and 
circuit  courts.  Mr.  Taft  has  been  a  successful 
lawyer  for  over  thirty  years  in  Burlington,  and 
during  all  that  long  period  of  time  his  profes- 
sional integrity  and  ability  have  never  been  ques- 
tioned, and  he  has  ever  maintained  the  character 
of  an  upright  man,  an  honest  and  able  lawyer, 
and  a  good  citizen. 

Mr.  Taft  has  been  a  most  extensive  traveler, 
not  only  ;n  the  new  but  also  in  the  old  world. 
He  visited  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia,  the 
region  of  the  great  lakes  and  copper  mines  of 
Michigan,  is  familiar  with  the  scenery  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  Yo- 
semitc  Vallev,  the  Yellowstone  National  Park, 
and  the  Pacific  coast  from  San  Francisco  to  Puget 
Sound.  Nor  has  he  neglected  places  of  inter- 
est nearer  his  native  state,  having  made  extensive 
tours  through  Canada,  sailing  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  up  the  gloomy  Saguenay.  The  winter 
and  spring  of  1887  he  spent  in  the  south  and 
southwest,  visiting  New  Orleans,  Galveston,  and 
the  city  of  Mexico;  he  also  made  a  trip  to  the  top 
of  the  volcano  Popocatapetl,  went  down  into  the 
crater,  being  one  of  two  persons  to  do  this.  He 
visited  the  petrified  forest  of  Arizona,  and  the 
Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colorado;  his  last  and  most 
extended  journey  was  in  1889,  when  he  visited 
the  most  important  cities  and  countries  of  the 
eastern  hemisphere,  including  Paris,  Rome,  Bom- 
bay, Calcutta.  Benares,  Cairo,  Jerusalem,  Smyr- 
na, Athens,  Constantinople,  Vienna,  Cologne  and 
cities  of  Denmark,  Russia,  Sweden,  Norway, 
North  Cape,  I  and  of  the  Midnight  Sun,  Scot- 
land, England.  Ireland  and  Holland,  concluding 
with  a  visit  to  Paris,  where  ten  days  were  occu- 
pied at  the  great  exposition  before  he  turned  his 
steps  homeward. 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Politically  Mr.  Taft  is  a  Republican,  and  lias 
been  honorably  recognized  by  his  party  and  the 
people.  He  has  served  several  terms  as  school 
commisisoncr ;  was  one  of  the  board  of  alder- 
men, being  president  of  the  board  tor  four  out 
of  live  years;  m  1888  was  elected  senator  from 
Chittenden  county,  and  during  the  session  of 
that  year  was  made  chairman  01  the  general  com- 
mittee, one  of  the  most  important  in  the  legisla- 
ture. He  has  been  city  attorney  for  two  years; 
chairman  of  the  Republican  city  committee  many 
terms :  chairman  of,  the  Republican  county  com- 
mittee, and  is  the  fourteenth  oldest  in  point  of 
service  in  the  city  council.  Mr.  Taft  has  ever 
been  a  zealous  Freemason,  and  as  soon  as  he  ar- 
rived at  man's  estate  received  the  obligations  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  in  Webster  Lodge  No. 
61,  of  Winooski.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
Burlington  Lodge  No.  100,  at  Burlington,  of 
which  he  is  a  past  master.  He  is  past  grand 
recorder  and  past  grand  treasurer  and  past  grand 
senior  warden  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ver- 
mont ;  a  member  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  and  has  attained  the  thirty-third  degree 
in  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  in 
all  of  the  different  bodies  of  this  last  order  he 
has  worthily  presided.  He  is  a  life  member 
of  the  American  Society  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  and  his  lifcdong  study  of  natural  his- 
tory entitles  him  to  rank  among  the  foremost 
of  amateur  naiuralists,  to  which  fact  his  large 
private  cabinet  of  b'rds,  fossils,  shells  and  min- 
erals will  bear  ample  testimony.  In  1874  be  was 
appointed  United  States  deputy  collector  of  in- 
ternal revenue  of  the  Third  district  of  Vermont, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  his  resignation  in 
1881.  On  April  1,  1875,  Mr.  Taft  married  Lucia 
A.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Anson  S.  and  Agnes 
(Stuart)  Johnson,  and  her  death  occurred  De- 
cember 15,  1875. 

DR.  FRANK  LAMB. 

Dr.  Frank  Lamb,  an  enterprising  citizen  of 
Rradford,  Vermont,  is  die  son  of  Joseph  Lamb, 
who  settled  on  Lake  Fairlee.  in  the  town  of 
Fairlee,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  subse- 
quently removing  to  Ryegate,  and  later  to  Mc- 
Indoe.  His  politics  wen-  those  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.    He  married  Mary  Woodbury.  Fol- 


lowing are  the  names  of  their  children,  all  of 
whom  reached  maturity :  Mary ;  John,  who  died 
in  iox»3;  Charles;  Louisa;  Alvira;  Arthur; 
Frank,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter ;  Joseph, 
deceased;  Asa;  Lydia :  Mrs.  Maggie  Baldwin; 
and  Frederick.  Mr.  Lamb's  death  took  place 
at  Monroe.  New  Hampshire,  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-two years  old,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  Mr.  Lamb  was  a  resident  of  Mon- 
roe, New  Hampshire. 

Frank  Lamb,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Wood- 
bury) Lamb,  was  born  Octol>er  5,  1858,  at  Rye- 
gate,  Vermont,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  also  at  Mcln- 
doe  Academy.  After  leaving  schooi  he  followed 
various  pursuits,  and  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  This  occupation,  combined  with  the  busi- 
ness of  a  builder,  he  followed  for  many  years 
in  Bradford,  where  a  large  number  of  houses  were 
erected  under  his  supervision.  Meanwhile  he 
pursued  the  study  of  veterinary  science,  and  for 
the  last  sixteen  years  has  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
having  all  the  practice  he  is  able  to  handle. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  personal 
popularity  is  sufficiently  attested  by  the  fact  that 
lie  has  held  various  local  offices,  having  served 
as  trustee  of  the  village  and  mayor  for  two  years, 
and  being  now  deputy  sheriff,  a  position  which  he 
has  held  for  eight  years.  He  affiliates  with  Mi- 
nerva Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.;  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  and  is  a  meml>cr 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Dr.  Lamb  married  Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Coffrin, 
daughh  r  of  Joseph  Eastman,  of  Lawrence,  Mass- 
achusetts, but  later  of  Topsham,  Vermont.  They 
have  had  one  son.  Nelson  Frank,  born  March  9, 
1888  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Lamb  hnd  one 
son,  Kirk  Joseph,  who  married  Ruby  Bixby,  and 
who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Brad- 
ford. Mrs.  Lamb  is  also  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  and  Naoma  Rebckah  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F 

The  Eastman  family  is  an  ancient  and  honor- 
able one,  having  been  founded  in  this  country  by 
Roger  Eastman  and  his  brothers,  who  settled 
respectivelv  in  New  Hampshire.  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut.  Isaac  Eastman,  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  I-mib,  was  born  in  Hctmikcr.  New 
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Hampshire,  where  he  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  removing  subsequently  to  Topsham, 
Vermont.  He  was  a  wheelwright  and  held  vari- 
ous town  offices.  He  married  Lovisa  Loveland, 
and  they  liad  the  following  children:  Joseph, 
mentioned  hereinafter  ;  and  Mary,  who  married 
William  Mace,  of  California,  where  they  resided. 
Isaac  Eastman  died  at  Topsham,  Vermont,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two. 

Joseph  Eastman,  son  of  Isaac  and  Lovisa 
(Loveland)  Eastman,  was  born  at  Pittsford,  and 
was  for  many  years  overseer  in  the  cotton  mill 
at  Methucn,  Massachusetts.  While  a  resident  of 
Topsham,  Vermont,  he  held  many  town  offices, 
and  has  always  been  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  married  Mary 
E.  Emerson,  a  member  of  the  same  fam- 
ily to  which  the  poet  Ralph  Waldo  Emer- 
son belonged,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  Kirk  N.,  who  served  in 
the  Civil  war:  Josephine,  who  married  James 
Coffrin;  Elizabeth,  who  married  James  Cofrrin, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Lamb;  Charlotte, 
who  became  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Morgan;  Ida 
E.,  who  married  Edward  P.  Stearns ,  and  Nellie 
L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Bradford. 
Mrs.  Eastman  died  in  1888,  and  Mr.  Eastman 
is  still  living,  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four. 

ANDREW  HARTLAND  JUDSON. 

One  of  the  representative  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Arlington  is  Andrew  H.  Judson,  who 
throughout  his  active  business  life  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bennington  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Sunderland,  May  7,  183S,  and  he  belonged  to  an 
old  and  honored  family  of  this  state.  The  first 
to  locate  in  Vermont  was  his  grandfather,  Mica 
Judson,  a  native  of  Stratford,  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  Arlington  at  an  early  day  but  later  re- 
moved to  Sunderland  and  from  there  to  Willis- 
ton,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  affairs  and  served  as 
selectman  and  in  other  town  offices. 

Andrew  Judson,  the  grandfather  of  Andrew 
II.  Judson,  was  also  born  in  Stratford,  Connecti- 
cut, in  -1771,  and  accompanied  his  father  on  his 


removal  to  Vermont.  After  living  in  Arlington 
for  some  years  he  removed  to  Sunderland,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  He  also  took  an  im- 
portant part  in  town  politics  and  filled  several 
offices,  including  that  of  selectman.  He  married 
Deborah  Harris,  whose  father  was  killed  near 
Lake  Ceorge  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  while 
fighting  for  the  freedom  of  the  colonies ;  she  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  all  of  her  eight 
children  are  now  deceased. 

Andrew  Judson,  Jr.,  son  of  these  parents,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Sunderland,  and  spent  his  en- 
tire life  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  died  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  held 
such  town  offices  as  selectman  and  lister,  and  was 
highly  respected  and  estemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Lytle,  who  was  born  in  Salem,  Vermont,  in  1814, 
and  still  survives  her  husband.  Her  father,  Da- 
vid Lytle,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  on  his 
emigration  to  America  settled  in  Salem,  Vermont, 
becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  that  re- 
gion. Later  he  removed  to  Sunderland,  where  his 
death  occurred.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Margaret  Rowan,  was  born  in  Salem  and 
was  a  daughter  of  John  Rowan,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  the  new  world  in 
1773,  participating  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Bennington  ;  he  died  in 
1846  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  and 
one  years.  To  David  Lytic  and  wife  were  born 
five  children,  and  the  family  all  held  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Lytle)  Judson  had  two  children,  Andrew  H, 
and  Eugene  M.,  who  lives  with  his  brother. 

Andrew  H.  Judson  spent  his  early  years  in 
Sunderland,  and  is  indebted  to  its  common  schools 
for  his  preliminary  education,  which  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  at  Mt.  Anthony  Seminary  in 
Bennington.  During  his  boyhood  he  became  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  continued  to  aid 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  the 
latter's  death.  In  1882  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Arlington,  and  has  since  successfully 
engaged  in  its  operation  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  carrying  on  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  A.  II.  &  E.  M.  Judson.  Like  his  ancestors, 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  local  pol- 
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itics,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  all  of  the 
town  offices,  including  those  of  selectman,  town 
clerk  and  lister,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  most 
ably  and  satisfactorily  discharged. 

Eugene  M.  Judson  was  educated  at  the  same 
seminary  which  his  brother  attended,  and 
throughout  life  they  have  followed  farming 
together.  He  was  married  February  11, 
1874,  to  Miss  Lucy  Boardman,  who  was 
born  in  Francestown,  New  Hampshire,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Nellie,  now  the 
wife  of  Horace  R.  Lawrence,  of  East  Arling- 
ton. Mrs.  Judson's  father,  Micah  Boardman, 
was  born  December  21,  1806,  and  spent  his  early 
life  in  Franccstown,  New  Hampshire,  whence  he 
removed  to  Northficld,  Vermont,  and  in  1862  to 
Arlington,  where  he  died  September  6,  1875 ;  by 
trade  he  was  a  shoemaker ;  he  married  Elizabeth 
P.  Wilcox,  who  was  born  May  4,  1819,  and  died 
January  25.  1851.  and  their  only  child  was  Lucy. 

COLONEL  AMASA  SAWYER  TRACY. 

Colonel  Amasa  S.  Tracy,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  well  known  in  many  important 
places  in  Vermont,  owing  to  his  long  connection 
with  the  custom  service,  was  born  March  16, 
1829,  at  Dover,  Maine,  the  third  child  of  David 
and  Sarah  Fowler  (Sawyer)  Tracy.  The  family 
descended  from  Lieutenant  Thomas  Tracy,  who 
came  to  New  England  from  England  in  1636, 
and  about  1640  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Connecti- 
cut. He  was  one  of  the  first  proprietors  of  Nor- 
.  wich,  Connecticut,  in  1657. 

Colonel  Tracy's  education  was  acquired  at 
the  academy  in  Farmington,  Maine.  When  in  his 
sixteenth  year  he  left  his  home  in  Farmington, 
where  his  father  had  resided  lor  several  years, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Uxbridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  found  employment,  and  later 
became  interested  in  a  cotton  factor)-.  After  a 
short  period  he  returned  to  Vermont,  and  worked 
at  the  carpenter  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  Colonel  Tracy,  then  thirty- 
two  years  old,  enlisted  in  a  company  organized 
in  Vergenncs,  Vermont,  of  which  he  was  elected 
first  lieutenant,  and  assigned  to  the  Second  Regi- 
ment. Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry ;  he  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  on  June  20, 


1861,  and  immediately  left  with  his  regiment  for 
Washington.  D.  C.  In  July  his  regiment  was 
brigaded  with  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  Maine 
regiments  under  command  of  Colonel  O.  O. 
Howard,  and  Lieutenant  Tracy  was  detailed  as 
provost  marshal  on  Colonel  Howard's  staff.  The 
first  battle  in  which  he  participated  was  that  of 
Bull  Run  on  July  21,  1861.  After  this  battle 
the  Second  Regiment  was  brigaded  with  the 
third  and  fourth  Vermont  regiments,  that  had 
been  raised  and  sent  to  the  front  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  W.  F.  (Baldy)  Smith.  In  186  r 
the  fifth  and  sixth  Vermont  regiments  were  as- 
signed to  the  brigade,  forming  the  famous  Ver- 
mont Brigade,  and  in  1864  the  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment was  added  to  the  brigade.    In  February, 

1862,  Lieutenant  Tracy  was  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  Company  H,  and  on  April  21,  1864,  was 
commissioned  major  of  the  regiment,  and  in  the 
same  year  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  commanded  the  regiment  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  Colonel  Tracy  was  breveted  colonel  of 
volunteers  for  gallantry  in  the  final  attack  on  the 
rebel  line  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  April  2.  1865, 
and  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Second 
Vermont  Regiment  from  that  date.  He  com- 
manded the  old  Vermont  Brigade  at  the  batik- 
of  Cedar  Creek  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  and 
he  was  the  first  officer  to  greet  General  Sheridan 
on  his  arrival  from  Winchester  at  the  end  of  his 
spirited  ride  so  splendidly  described  in  T.  liu- 
chanan  Reid's  excellent  poem.  General  Sheri- 
dan's line  of  battle  was  re-formed  on  his 
(Tracy's)  brigade  at  Cedar  Creek,  and  Colonel 
Tracy  was  awarded  a  medal  of  honor  for  his 
brave  and  gallant  service  iu  that  engagement. 
He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  charge  on 
Maryc's  Heights,  May  3,  1863,  and  at  Cedar 
Creek  Octol>er  19,  1864.  Colonel  Tracy  was  en- 
gaged in  the  following  battles :  Young's  Mills, 
Bull  Run,  Lee's  Mills,  Williamsburg,  Golding"s 
Farm,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
Crampton's  Gap,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Mane's  Heights,  Charleston,  Opcquan,  Winches- 
ter. Fisher's  Hill,  Mount  Jackson,  Cedar  Creek, 
Petersburg.  March  25,  1865,  and  Petersburg, 
April  2.  1865,  and  Sailor's  Creek,  which  took 
place  on  April  6,  1865.  This  record  was  ob- 
tained from  "Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy," 
L.  R.  Hamersly  &  Company,  Philadelphia,  1893. 
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Colonel  Tracy  served  in  the  Civil  war  four  years, 
one  month  and  five  days. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  war  Colonel 
Tracy  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Middleboro,  Vermont,  and  also  acted  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  postmaster  for  twelve  years.  For  the 
following  six  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  carriages,  and  for  the  past  thirteen 
years  lias  been  employed  in  the  custom  service 
in  the  following  named  places:  Burlington, 
Windmill  Point,  Albtirg,  Rich  ford,  St.  Albans 
and  North  Troy,  Vermont ;  at  the  latter  place  he 
has  been  engaged  for  the  past  six  years  as  a 
deputy  collector  of  cusioms. 

Colonel  Tracy  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Helen  Sarah  Dow  in  February,  1849,  and  they 
resided  in  her  father's  house  in  Leicester,  Ver- 
mont. Mrs.  Tracy  died  in  August  of  the  same 
year:  Colonel  Tracy  then  removed  to  Massa- 
chusetts, and  six  years  later  he  located  in  the 
village  of  Middlcburg,  Vermont,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Crane,  daughter  of 
Horace  Crane,  in  March,  1858.  Six  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Horace  C,  Lena  I*.,  Lillian  S. 
and  Charles  A.  Tracy. 

JOHN  WIN  NICK  CURRIER. 

Among  the  long  list  of  distinguished  men 
who  claim  as  their  birthplace  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  the  name  of  John  Winnick  Currier 
holds  no  insignificant  place.  The  spirit  of  a 
sturdy  New  England  race,  bred  and  matured  in 
the  healthful,  wholesome,  bracing  atmosphere  of 
Vermont,  survives  in  him.  and  it  has  manifested 
itself  strikingly  throughout  the  whole  of  his  inter- 
esting and  vigorous  career.  Whether  in  humble, 
plodding  toil,  as  little  more  than  a  child  in  a  cotton 
mill,  managing  the  mercantile  affairs  of  a  large 
establishment ;  serving  his  country  as  a  volunteer 
soldier,  or  conducting  extensive  and  important 
enterprises,  there  was  always  displayed  the  sam-i 
resolute  determination,  guided  bv  intelligence 
and  conservatism.  In  the  upbuilding  of  Ins  for- 
tune Mr.  Currier  evinced  those  solid  and  substan- 
tial qualities  which  gain  not  only  respect  but 
popularity,  and  his  success  has  been  attained 
primarily  by  hard  work  and  endurance,  rccom- 


panied  by  the  capacity  of  seeing  the  opportunity 
and  promptly  seizing  it. 

John  Winnick  Currier  was  born  sixty-seven 
years  ago  at  North  Troy,  Vermont,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  nine  years  he  was  endeavoring  to 
eke  out  the  family  income  by  working  with  his 
father,  John  Currier,  in  the  cotton  mills  at  Palm- 
er, Massachusetts.  A  few  years  later,  an  op- 
portunity having  been  offered  for  learning  the 
jewelry  trade,  he  applied  himself  to  this,  and 
such  adaptability  did  he  display  in  the  business 
that  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  appointed 
manager  of  a  wholesale  jewelry  store  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Currier  early  manifested  a  taste  for  mili- 
tary exercise,  and,  following  his  bent  in  this  di- 
rection, he  enlisted  in  1854  in  the  Springfield 
City  Guards,  then  a  flourishing  troop  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Henry  S.  Briggs.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  the  City  Guards  were 
among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  for  troops,  and  foremost  in  the 
ranks  of  eager  and  enthusiastic  volunteers  was 
John  Winnick  Currier,  then  a  young  man  of 
twenty-five  years.  He  was  first  assigned  to  duty 
at  the  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  United  States 
arsenal,  from  which  point  he  was  later  mustered 
in  as  sergeant  in  Company  F,  Tenth  Massachu- 
setts Infantry,  serving  in  the  Washington  navy 
yard  and  arsenal.  In  August,  1862,  he  was  de- 
tailed to  Massachusetts  to  assist  in  recruiting  a 
regiment. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  his  personal  service 
in  the  national  cause  being  no  longer  required, 
Mr.  Currier  devoted  himself  with  his  ac- 
customed energy  to  business  pursuits,  and 
with  almost  unvarying  success.  Among  his 
strongest  emotions,  one  which  clung  to  him 
through  the  vicissitudes  of  his  ripening  years, 
was  a  love  for  his  early  home,  and  his  cher- 
ished ambition  was  to  regain  possession  of  the 
old  family  homestead,  which  had  long  been  in 
the  hands  of  strangers.  Stimulated  in  this  as 
much  perhaps  by  the  picturesque  surroundings, 
the  wild  and  beautiful  scenery  amidst  which  it 
was  located,  as  by  the  force  of  early  recollec- 
tions, it  was  with  a  feeling  of  intense  gratifica- 
tion that  in  1871  he  found  himself  the  owner  of 
what  had  been  his  boyhood's  home.  Included 
in  the  purchase  was  about  three  hundred  acres 
of  land,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  convert 
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into  a  model  stock  farm.  On  an  eminence  in 
the  midst  of  charming  grounds,  possessing  all  the 
attractions  of  mountain,  lake  and  wood,  Mr.  Cur- 
rier erected  a  modern  dwelling,  the  view  from 
which  covers  an  immense  stretch  of  country,  and 
is  one  of  the  loveliest  landscape  views  in  a  state 
justly  celebrated  tor  its  magnificent  natural  scen- 
ery. 

The  influence  of  as  public-spirited  a  man  as 
John  Winnick  Currier  could  not  but  make  itself 
felt  in  the  surrounding  community,  and  to  his 
enterprise  and  alertness  in  public  matters  are 
largely  due  the  many  advantages  which  North 
Troy  can  boast.  The  construction  of  a  system 
of  water  works  was  one  of  the  first  improvements 
which  claimed  his  attention,  and  it  was  mainly 
through  his  endeavors  that  this  much  valued 
requisite  was  secured.  His  fellow  townsmen 
have  shown  their  esteem  by  entrusting  to  him 
nearly  all  the  oftices  of  trust  within  their  vote. 
He  is  president  of  the  Orleans  County  Veterans' 
Association  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  State 
National  Guard.  He  is  a  member  of  I'ost  Bailey. 
G.  A.  R.,  and  the  handsome  flag  of  which  Camp 
Currier,  S.  of  V.,  is  so  proud,  is  one  of  Mr. 
Currier's  gifts.  In  politics  Mr.  Currier  has  al- 
ways been  a  Democrat.  Since  1892  he  has  at- 
tended every  national  convention  and  nearly  al- 
ways as  a  delegate  or  alternate.  During  the  first 
four  years  of  President  Cleveland's  first  admin- 
istration he  held  the  office  of  United  States  dep- 
uty marshal. 

Mr.  Currier  is  prominently  identified  with 
interests  of  great  magnitude.  Since  187 1  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  un- 
der his  management  has  assumed  large  propor- 
tions. One  of  the  features  of  North  Troy  is 
a  mill,  which  he  erected,  and  which  has  a  capacity 
of  one  hundred  barrels  a  day.  The  construction 
of  the  Clyde  River  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  system,  was  one  of  Mr.  Cur- 
rier's achievements,  and  he  was  also  connected 
with  the  construction  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  His  readiness  of  com- 
prehension with  regard  to  business  matters  re- 
quiring deep  thought  and  foresight,  have  made 
him  a  valuable  counselor,  and  his  skill  in  the 
formation  of  companies  for  handling  patent 
rights,  developing  mines  and  other  intricate  un- 
dertakings is  well  and  widely  known. 


In  1866  occurred  the  happy  event  of  Mr. 
Currier's  marriage,  the  bride  being  Evelyn, 
daughter  of  John  E.  Chamber lin  and  Laura 
Chambtrlin.  One  son  born  to  them  died  in  in- 
fancy. Charles  E.  Currier,  living,  was  adopted. 
Lillian  Hodgdon  came  to  live  with  them  when 
twelve  years  old,  was  brought  up  as  a  daughter, 
but  not  adopted,  and  married  T.  L.  Wadleigh, 
of  Meredith,  New  Hampshire.  Evelyn  L.  Cur- 
rier died  in  1896.  John  \V.  Currier  married  as 
his  second  wife,  in  1899,  Jennie  E.,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Fairbanks,  of  Wayland,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Currier  is  a  Freemason,  and  a  member 
of  the  Scotch  Charitable  Society  of  Boston,  one 
of  the  oldest  organizations  of  its  class  in  the 
country.  Mr.  J.  W.  Currier  has  represented  the 
town  three  times. 

ALBERT  WOOI.EV  FARM  AN. 

Albert  Wooley  Fannan,  of  Newport,  Ver- 
mont, is  a  man  of  much  influence  in  his  com- 
munity, for  he  is  highly  respected,  and  is  justly 
regarded  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  in  public 
affairs  as  well  as  in  matters  relating  to  law.  He 
was  born  June  21,  1875,  in  the  town  of  Troy, 
Vermont,  a  son  of  Wiilard  and  Isabel  ( Brown  1 
Farman.  Herod  Farman,  grandfather  of  Albert 
W.  Fannan,  resided  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  fanning.  He  also 
represented  his  town  in  the  legislature.  Wiilard 
Farman.  father  of  Albert  \V.  Fannin,  was  also 
born  in  Vermont,  and,  like  his  father,  was  a 
fanner.  He  served  as  a  member  of  Company 
E.  Sixth  Regiment,  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  he  fought  for  two  years  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  also  represented  the  town  in  which  he  resided 
in  the  legislature.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Isabel  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Brown,  a  farmer  of  Wcstfield,  Vermont. 

Allnrt  Wooley  Farman,  when  eleven  years  of 
age,  removed  with  his  parents  to  Westfield.  and 
later  to  Newport.  He  acquired  his  education  in 
the  I.vndon  Institute,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  he  took  up  a  course  of  law  with  O.  S. 
Atinis.  Esq..  of  North  Troy.  Venuont.  with 
whom  he  studied  abouc  one  and  one-half  years; 
he  then  continued  his  studies  with  Messrs.  Cook 
and  Redmond,  of  Newport.  In  1S97  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Vermont  bar,  and  practical  his 
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profession  in  Newport  until  the  spring  of  1898, 
when  he  joined  the  First  Regiment  Jnfantry,  Ver- 
mont Volunteers,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to 
Chickainauga.  After  the  termination  of  the 
Spanish-American  war  he  returned  to  Newport, 
and  again  resumed  the  practice  of  Jaw,  and  in 
February,  1900,  was  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts.  Mr. 
Farman  is  captain  of  Company  L,  First  Regi- 
ment, Vermont  National  Guard. 

Mr.  Farman  is  prominent  in  Masonic  cir- 
cles, being  a  member  of  Malta  Commander)-  No. 
10,  K.  T. ;  Cleveland  Chapter  No.  20,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Memphrcinagog  Lodge  No.  65,  F.  &  A.  M.  In 
his  political  views  Mr.  Farman  is  ?  loyal  Re- 
publican. He  was  nominated  and  elected  by 
that  jwrty  for  state's  attorney  after  a  hard  strug- 
gle, his  opponents  being  Messrs.  Cook  and  Red- 
mond, with  whom  Mr.  Farman  studied  law. 

GEORGE  EDMUND  ROYCE. 

Few  men  can  trace  their  ancestry  back  in  more 
direct  line  to  so  early  a  date  as  can  George  Ed- 
mund Royce,  of  Rutland,  Vermont.  The  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  in  this  country  was  Deacon 
Edmund  Rice  (  Ruyce),  who  was  bom  about  1594, 
and  came  to  America  from  Barkhamstead,  Hert- 
fordshire, England,  in  1638.  He  settled  in  Sud- 
bury, Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  for  a 
time,  removing  thence  to  Marlboro,  Massachu- 
setts, and  his  death  occurred  in  that  town  May 
3>  "*>3- 

Thomas  Rice  (Roycc)  (2), ;  son  of  Deacon  Ed- 
mund Rice  (Royce),  was  born  in  England  about 
1621  and  accompanied  his  parents  when  they  emi- 
grated to  this  country,  and  resided  first  in  Sud- 
bury and  Inter  in  Marlboro,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  died  November  15,  1681. 

Jonas  Rice  (koyce)  (3),  son  of  Thomas  Rice 
(Royce),  was  born  March  6,  1072;  in  l~nj  he  re- 
moved to  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  settler  of  the 
town  and  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  He 
was  elected  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
for  the  count\  of  Worcester,  and  retained  the 
oftice  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sq>tember 
22.  1733.  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  six  months 
and  fourteen  days. 

Adonijah  Rice  (Royce)  (4),  son  of  Jonas 


Rice  (Royce),  and  great-grandfather  of  George- 
Edmund  Roycc,  was  born  November  7,  1714,  be- 
ing the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town  of  Wor- 
cester. Massachusetts,  where  he  resided  until  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  when  he  removed  to  Brid- 
j>ort,  Vermont.  He  was  a  member  of  the  cele- 
brated band  of  scouts  known  as  Roger's  Rangers, 
and  participated  in  several  campaigns  against  the 
French  and  Indians.  Mr.  Rice  died  January  20, 
1802. 

Jonas  Rice  (Roycc)  (5),  son  of  Adonijah 
Rice  (Royce),  and  grandfather  of  George  Ed- 
mund Royce,  was  born  about  1756  at  Worcester, 
Massachusetts.  He  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  served  as  first  lieutenant  under  General 
Washington,  being  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  and  he  also  participated  in  the  histor- 
ical crossing  of  the  Delaware  amid  floating  ice. 
Directly  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  in 
Orwell,  Vermont,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
the  remainder  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Mr.  Rice  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Carver,  a  direct  descendant  of 
John  Carver,  first  governor  of  Plymouth  colony. 
Their  children  were  Alpheus  and  Harriet  Rice. 
Mr.  Rice  died  m  Orwell,  February  17,  1839. 

Alpheus  Rice  (Royce)  (6),  father  of  George 
Edmund  Royce,  was  born  in  Orwell,  Vermont, 
December  18,  1787,  on  the  old  homestead  which 
he  occupied  all  his  life.  He  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  occupation  of  farming,  at  which  he  was 
very  successful.  He  was  an  active  participant  in 
the  war  of  1812,  serving  as  captain  of  a  company 
of  militia  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Moore,  of 
Putney,  Vermont,  who  was  born  March  15,  1790, 
and  the  following  named  children  were  born  to 
them  :  Charles  V.,  born  August  28,  1810;  Louisa 
A.,  born  April  11,  1812;  Laura  E.,  born  July  23, 
1814:  Mary  E„  born  June  17,  1816;  Jane  A.,  born 
April  10.  1820:  Henry  L.,  born  December  23, 
1821  ;  W  illiam  E.,  born  September  10,  1824;  Al- 
bert born  October  3,  1826;  George  Edmund, 
l>orn  January  i,  1829:  Erasmus  D.,  born  April 
9,  1831,  who  resides  in  California;  Harriet  A., 
born  April  7.  1833;  and  M.  Antoinette,  born 
September  2,  1835.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  in  the  old  homestead  where  he  was  born, 
April  15,  1871.  survived  by  his  widow  who  died 
February  24,  1873. 
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George  Edmund  Royce  (7),  son  of  Alpheus 
and  Harriet  (Moore)  Royce,  was  born  on  his  fa- 
ther's homestead  in  Orwell,  Vermont,  January  1, 
1829.  He  was  a  pupil  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  vicinity  and  later  he  attended  two  terms  at 
the  Troy  Conference  Academy,  after  which  he  as- 
sisted his  father  with  the  management  of  the 
farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 
He  then  entered  the  store  of  John  Simonds,  at 
Watch  Point,  Shoreham,  Vermont,  in  the  capac- 
ity of  clerk,  and  developed  a  genuine  talent  for 
business.  On  attaining  his  majority,  in  1850,  he 
located  in  New  York  city  and  entered  the  employ 
of  Dibble,  Frink  &  Company,  in  the  wholesale 
dry-goods  trade.  He  remained  with  this  firm 
for  one  year,  and  then  secured  a  clerkship 
with  the  firm  of  Lathrop,  Ludington  &  Company, 
in  the  same  line  of  business,  and  he  retained  his 
connection  with  this  firm  for  about  seven  years. 
In  1859  he  became  an  organizing  member  of  the 
firm  of  Robbins,  Royce  &  hiard,  which  subse- 
quently became  Robbins,  Royce  &  Acker.  The 
firm  enjoyed  a  prosperous  career,  but  on  January 
I,  1864,  Mr.  Royce  was  obliged  to  withdraw  on 
account  of  ill  health  brought  on  by  his  arduous 
labors.  For  about  a  year  he  resided  in  New  York, 
closing  up  his  old  business  affairs,  then  removed 
to  Rutland.  Vermont,  where  he  had  previously 
purchased  property. 

Soon  after  locating  in  Rutland,  Mr.  Royce  be- 
came interested  in  a  steam  stone-cutter  invented 
by  George  J.  Wardwell.  In  connection  with  Col- 
onel W.  T.  Nichols,  who  had  previously  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  patent,  Mr.  Royce  then 
organized  the  Steam  Stone-Cutter  Company,  of 
•which  he  was  manager,  trustee  and  treasurer  un- 
til his  death.  The  success  of  the  company  was  no 
sooner  assured,  than  another  corporation,  with 
wealth  and  long  exj>crience,  attempted  infringe- 
ment upon  the  patent.  After  ten  years  of  the 
most  persistent  and  sleepless  litigation  the  Steam 
Stone-Cutter  Company,  after  expending  nearly 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  protecting  its 
rights,  was  by  judicial  decision  fully  confirmed 
in  all  its  claims.  The  persistent  tenacity  with 
which  Mr.  Royce  followed  this  contest  exhibited 
one  of  the  strongest  phases  of  his  character,  dem- 
onstrating that  when  he  was  convinced  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  convictions  he  would  not  be  swerved 
from  their  defense. 


Mr.  Royce  has  also  been  for  many  years  close- 
ly connected  with  the  marble  business.  He  be- 
came impressed  with  the  value  of  a  rich  deposit 
north  of  W  est  Rutland,  which  he  bought  in  1884 
and  was  the  prime  mover  in  organizing  the 
True  Blue  Marble  Company  immediately  after- 
ward. He  was  made  one  of  the  directors  and  in 
1887  became  treasurer  and  manager,  and  contin- 
ued to  hold  these  offices  until  April,  1901,  when 
the  property,  which  included  some  rich  veins  near 
Florence,  was  sold  to  the  Rut  land- Florence  Mar- 
ble Company.  Mr.  Royce  bought  some  exten- 
sive marble  properties  in  Brandon  in  October, 
1902.  and  had  been  doing  an  extensive  business 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Royce' s  prop- 
erty, comprising  over  four  hundred  acres  of  land, 
included  the  Corona  ten-gang  marble  mill  at 
Brandon,  with  track  to  the  main  line  of  the  rail- 
road, and  five  open  quarries,  with  track  to  them. 
The  veins  of  marble  included  in  these  holdings 
were  the  Florence  vein,  the  Corona  vein,  the  so- 
called  W  est  Rutland  vein,  located  in  Brandon,  and 
an  extra  dark  blue  vein  located  in  West  Rutland, 
near  the  True  Blue  and  Esperanza  quarries,  and 
darker  than  either  of  these  marbles. 

Aside  from  these  large  interests,  Mr.  Royce 
was  constantly  busied  with  other  important  busi- 
ness and  public  enterprises  which  were  of  marked 
advantage  to  the  community,  contributing  in  large 
degree  to  its  development  and  prosperity.  He  was 
a  director  in  the  Baxter  National  Bank  from  its 
organization  in  1870,  and  in  the  United  States 
Tube  Company  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  was 
frequently  called  into  public  service,  and  held 
many  offices  under  the  old  town  and  village  organ- 
ization of  Rutland.  From  1883  to  1886  he  was 
selectman,  and  he  was  the  first  selectman  in  the 
last  of  these  years,  and  he  was  a  leader  in  the 
establishment  of  the  water-works  system,  and  was 
the  first  water  commissioner.  In  all  his  business 
relations,  whether  private  or  public,  he  was  known 
for  his  masterly  managerial  ability,  untiring  in- 
dustry and  unswerving  integritv.  In  religion  he 
was  a  I'nivi  rsalist,  and  he  was  a  trustee  of  St. 
Paul  church,  and  a  director  in  the  City  Hospital. 
I  fe  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  exerted  a  com- 
manding influence  in  his  party.  He  was  a  dele- 
gate in  the  national  convention  in  1000,  and 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  William  Jennings 
Bryan  for  the  presidential  nomination,  and  took 
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an  active  part  in  the  ensuing  campaign.  He  was 
at  one  time  nominated  for  state  treasurer,  and  in 
I0O2  was  elected  state  senator  on  the  Democratic 
and  local  option  tickets.  His  personal  attributes 
were  those  becoming  to  the  Christian  gentleman 
of  the  old  school.  His  counsel  and  his  means 
were  at  the  command  of  the  deserving  unfortu- 
nate, and  every  charitable  and  philanthropic  cause 
ever  found  in  him  a  faithful  ally  and  liberal  sup- 
porter. In  his  family  he  was  the  devoted  husband 
and  parent. 

Mr.  Royce  died  March  5,  1903.  from  ulcera- 
tion of  the  stomach,  after  an  illness  of  about  three 
months.  He  was  seized  with  illness  during  the 
session  of  the  legislature  to  which  he  had  been 
elected  at  the  previous  election.  He  came  home 
and  recovered  somewhat,  and  resumed  his  duties 
during  die  last  week  of  the  legislative  session. 
After  his  return  from  Montpelier  he  was  confined 
to  his  home  almost  constantly  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Mr.  Roycc  was  three  times  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Miriam  E.  Brewer,  of  Orwell, 
whom  he  married  February  5,  1857,  and  who  died 
March  2,  1866.  Their  children  were :  Fannie  E., 
born  February  22,  1858,  who  married  C.  N. 
Drowne,  of  South  Dakota ;  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Royce  Carver,  Brewer  and  Fanny. 
George  B.,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  born  August 
8,  i860.  Julia  M.,  born  November  4,  1862.  who 
died  in  infancy :  and  Kate  M.,  born  December  9, 
1864,  who  married  Charles  H.  Hyde,  of  Boston. 
September  6,  1866.  Mr.  Royce  married  Miss  Mar- 
tha A.  Brewer,  of  Orwell.  Their  children  were : 
Jane  M..  born  August  18.  1867;  Robert  S.,  l>orn 
August  1 1,  i860,  who  died  in  Naples,  January  27, 
1890;  Julia  I.,  born  June  14,  1871,  who  became 
the  wife  of  F.  F.  Dowlin,  and  died  October  13, 
1803.  November  4,  1875,  Mr.  Royce  married 
Miss  Ellen  C.  White,  a  daughter  of  Albert  White, 
of  Orweli.  and  of  this  union  were  horn  the  fol- 
lowing named  children :  Edmund  W.,  Ixirn  Feb- 
ruary 24.  1877 ;  Thomas  J.,  born  July  25,  1879 ; 
Pauline  M.,  born  May  _>4,  1881  ;  Albert  A.,  born 
September  15.  1883;  Henry  Moore,  born  Febru- 
ary 26,  18S6:  Richard  Howard,  born  April  11, 
1889:  John  Carver,  born  January  30,  1803,  died 
August  26.  i8»)8;  Helen  Caroline,  born  March  4, 
1807. 

Two  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Roycc  \\<  rc  f.»r  a 


time  connected  with  their  father  in  business. 
George  was  secretary  of  the  Steam  Stonc-Cutter 
Company  and  of  the  True  Blue  Marble  Company 
up  to  18Q3.  and  Edmund  W.  was  secretary  of  the 
Steam  Stonc-Cutter  Company  from  1896  to  1899. 
A  third  son,  Thomas  J.,  was  secretary  of  die  True 
Blue  Marble  Company  from  1897  to  1900,  when 
he  was  made  treasurer.  In  1900  he  was  made 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  Florence  Marble  Com- 
pany, in  which  capacity  he  served  until  August, 
1901,  after  which  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to 
his  father's  business.  He  was  elected  secretary 
of  the  Steam  Stonc-Cutter  Company  in  1900,  and 
treasurer  in  1903,  and  since  the  death  of  his  father 
he  has  acted  as  general  manager  of  the  same  cor- 
poration. 

JOHN  YOUNG. 

John  Young  is  descended  from  an  old  and 
highly  respected  American  family,  his  ancestors 
having  for  several  generations  lived  at  White- 
hall, New  York.  One  of  these,  Mr.  Young's 
grandfather,  being  somewhat  of  an  enterprising 
spirit,  determined  to  locate  in  Lower  Canada, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  twenty-five  energetic  and 
industrious  settlers  who  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  town  of  Stanstcad,  Canada,  in  1801.  Hav- 
ing established  his  home  and  family  there,  he 
made  it  his  permanent  residence  and  became  one 
of  the  foremost  and  most  influential  members  of 
the  community  in  that  section. 

It  was  in  Stanstcad  that  John  Young  was 
born,  in  1839.  His  early  years  were  spent  amid* 
the  surroundings  of  a  refined  and  cultured  home. 
Ample  opportunity  was  afforded  him  for  gratify- 
ing his  taste  for  study,  and  his  love  for  scholarly 
pursuits  was  stimulated  and  encouraged.  Though 
not  insensible  to  the  attractions  of  boyish  sports, 
he  never  failed  to  derive  pleasure  from  books, 
and  the  judgment  displayed  in  the  selection  of 
these  did  much  to  prepare  him  for  the  career  of 
usefulness  and  distinction  which  the  future  held 
for  him. 

Having  completed  his  preparatory  studies  at 
Stanstead  Seminary,  he  entered  the  sophomore 
class  at  the  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown. 
Connecticut,  where  he  pursued  a  scholastic  course 
of  three  years,  and  graduated  from  that  institu- 
tion in  i860,  being  then  twenty-one  years  old. 
About  this  time  the  trustees  of  Derby  Academy 
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at  Derby,  Vermont,  were  looking  for  some  one 
who  could  acceptably  fill  the  position  of  principal 
in  that  institution,  and  as  the  young  graduate 
seemed  entirely  capable  of  meeting  their  require- 
ments, the  position  was  offered  to  him.  Mr. 
Young  accepted,  and  during  two  years  of  his  in- 
cumbency in  this  office  discharged  his  duties  not 
only  with  conscientious  attention  but  with  happy 
cheerfulness,  which  contributed  greatly  to  the 
success  of  the  school.  All  his  spare  moments, 
however,  were  industriously  occupied  in  the  study 
which  for  him  possessed  the  greatest  charm — 
namely,  the  study  of  law.  Mr.  Young  is  by 
nature  endowed  with  a  clear  and  logical  mind, 
and  the  intricacies  of  legal  questions  were  to 
him  always  a  source  of  delight  in  the  unravel- 
ing. So  great  was  the  ability  he  manifested  and 
so  rapid  was  his  progress  in  this  study,  under 
Hon.  John  I..  Edwards,  at  Derby,  that  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1862. 

Filled  with  ambition  and  a  desire  to  rise  in 
the  profession  to  which  he  was  devoted,  he  se- 
lected as  his  first  field  for  practice  the  town  of 
Troy.  Vermont,  and  he  soon  gave  evidence  of 
qualities  which  showed  that  he  had  made  no 
mistake  in  the  choice  of  a  profession.  In  1867 
professional  duties  called  him  to  Derby  Line,  and 
he  removed  there,  and  still  later  to  Newport, 
where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Young,  in  1866,  married  Miss  Augusta 

A.  Young,  and  one  son  was  born  to  them,  George 

B.  Young,  who,  like  his  father,  developed  a  taste 
for  law,  and  is  now  junior  partner  in  the  firm 
known  as  Young  &  Young.  Mr.  Young  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  townsmen  to 
a  remarkable  extent,  and  his  advice  in  difficult 
matters  is  considered  all  important.  He  has 
served  his  state  in  the  legislature,  and  has  held 
many  offices  of  trust  and  distinction.  In  1894 
he  was  appointed  member  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee of  the  house,  and  by  that  legislature  was 
elected  one  of  the  editors  of  the  "Vermont  Stat- 
utes'" of  1894,  this  being  the  last  revision  of 
the  statutes  of  Vermont,  and,  in  1898,  was  chair- 
man of  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate. 
As  a  public-spirited  citizen  Mr.  Young  is  highly 
respected.  He  has  many  warm  personal  friends, 
and  his  influence  in  public  and  private  affairs  is 
strong  and  beneficial. 


JERRY  ELY  DICKERMAN. 

Jerry  Ely  Dickerman,  one  of  the  prominent 
retired  lawyers  of  Vermont,  was  born  at  St. 
Johnsbury,  Vermont,  January  15,  1830.  a  son 
of  Jerry  and  Maria  F.  (Fletcher)  Dickerman. 
Mr.  Dickerman,  Sr.,  was  a  physician  by  occu- 
pation, and  resided  for  some  time  at  Rurkc,  and 
in  1882  located  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  where 
he  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Jerry  Ely  Dickerman.  fourth  child  in  order 
of  birth  of  Jerry  and  Maria  F.  Dickerman,  ac- 
quired his  education  at  the  Newbury  Seminary 
and  at  St.  Johnsbury  and  Derby  academies.  After 
the  completion  of  his  studies  he  read  law  with 
his  brother,  William  McAIpine  Dickerman,  at 
Coventry,  and  later  with  Henry  F.  Prentice  at 
Derby  Line,  and  in  1852  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  June  term  of  the  Orleans  county  court. 
For  some  time  after  this  Mr.  Dickerman  taught 
school,  and  subsequently  practiced  his  profession 
for  one  year  at  Troy,  Vermont.  In  SeptemlxM", 
1855,  ne  to°k  UP  h's  residence  in  Charleston, 
Vermont,  and  continued  his  legal  practice  there 
until  1S64,  when  he  removed  to  Derby,  Vermont, 
and  entered  into  partnership  with  Hon.  John 
L.  Edwards,  at  that  time  the  most  prominent 
lawyer  in  that  section  of  Vermont,  under  the 
style  of  Edwards  &  Dickerman.  In  1882  the 
firm  decided  to  remove  to  Newport,  Vermont, 
where  they  carried  on  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice for  ten  years,  and  then  another  partner.  John 
Young,  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  Edwards,  Dickerman  &  Young. 
In  1886  Mr.  Edwards  resigned,  and  the  firm 
then  conducted  business  under  the  name  of  Dick- 
erman &  Young  until  November  5,  1895,  when 
Mr.  Dickerman  retired  from  active  practice  on 
account  of  ill  health. 

Mr.  Dickerman  represented  the  town  of 
Charleston  in  the  Vermont  legislature  in  the 
vears  1850  and  i860;  he  also  represented  Orleans 
county  in  the  state  senate  in  1869,  1870  and  1871, 
and  was  the  state's  attorney  for  Orleans  county 
in  1858  and  1859.  He  also  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  deputy  collector  of  customs  at  Newport.  Ver- 
mont, from  1872  to  1886.  Mr.  Dickerman  acted 
as  bank  commissioner  for  the  slate  of  Vermont 
for  the  years  1862,  1863  and  1864.  and  at  the 
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expiration  of  that  time  he  declined  a  re-election. 
In  August,  1854.  Mr.  Dickennan  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  P.  Bates. 

BENJAMIN  F.  DANA. 

Benjamin  F.  Dana,  a  leading  man  of  affairs 
of  Springfield,  Vermont,  traces  his  descent,  as  do 
all  of  the  name  in  America,  from  Thomas  and 
Richard  Dana,  who  came  from  England  in  1640, 
and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

Thomas  Dana,  grandfather  of  Benjamin  F. 
Dana,  was  born  March  3,  1753.  >n  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  and  married,  in  1777,  Hannah 
Griggs.  Their  children  were:  Thomas,  born 
May  18,  1779;  Hannah,  born  March  31,  1781; 
John,  born  June  22,  1783;  and  William,  born 
November  3,  1786.  Thomas  Dana  died  June 
10,  1787,  and  Hannah,  his  widow,  died  October 
26,  1813. 

Thomas  Dana,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Griggs)  Dana,  was  a  brick-mason  by  trade,  and 
also  followed  the  occupation  of  a  contractor  and 
builder,  in  both  of  which  vocations  he  was  well 
known  and  successful.  In  1799  he  removed  from 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  to  Springfield,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  made  his  home  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  had  business  connections  in  every 
part  of  Vermont,  and  also  in  New  York  state. 
He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  the  community, 
held  various  offices,  and  was  familiarly  known  as 
"Captain,"  having  served  in  that  capacity  in  a 
company  of  militia.  He  was  a  zealous  tneml>er 
of  the  Universalist  church,  and  gave  liberally  to 
its  support.  The  labor  for  the  present  brick  edi- 
fice at  Springfield,  in  which  the  Universalist  con- 
gregation worship,  was  given  by  Mr.  Dana, 
He  married.  February  0,  t8oo,  Betsey  Davis, 
who  was  born  November  12,  1779.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  named  children : 
Thomas,  born  February  20.  1801,  died  in  Sep- 
temlK-r.  1816:  John,  bom  August  4.  1803.  .lied 
August  24.  1805  ;  William,  born  January  21 ,  1807, 
died  in  Charlestown.  New  Hampshire:  Eliza- 
•  beth.  l»orn  October  14.  1811.  who  is  now  lie- 
in?  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  .years ;  Benjamin 
Franklin,  born  September  5.  1814,  now  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year,  is  still  well  and  active:  and 
Hannah  William*,  born  November  20.  1817.  who 
is  still  living  in  l:.'>t.>u.    Mr*.  Dana  died  Decem- 


ber 17,  185 1,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  her 
husband  died  September  2,  1852,  aged  seventy- 
three  years. 

Benjamin  F.  Dana,  son  of  Thomas  and  Betsey 
(Davis)  Dana,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Springfield,  where,  on  coming  of  age  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  beginning  011  the 
site  called  the  Chase  Block,  where  he  staid  three 
years.  For  twenty  years  he  conducted  business 
on  the  site  now  known  as  the  Woolson  Block, 
and  later  formed  a  connection  with  the  firm  of 
Holmes,  VVhittnore  &  Company,  manufacturers 
of  woolens,  in  Springfield.  For  several  years 
they  also  operated  a  factory  at  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, under  the  firm  name  of  Whitmore  &  Dana, 
and  later  conducted  a  shoddy  mill  at  Saxton's 
River.  After  some  years  spent  successfully  in 
these  various  enterprises,  Mr.  Dana  engaged  in 
buying  wool  and  in  real  estate  speculations,  in 
both  of  which  he  transacted  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. In  connection  with  these  be  bought  and 
sold  a  number  of  farms,  and  made  a  specialty  of 
sheep  buying,  paying  particular  attention  to 
Spanish  Merinos  and  Cotswold  sheep,  some  of 
which  were  very  highly  bred,  valued  at  from 
$75  to  $100  each,  and  of  which  he  kept  as  many 
as  three  and  four  hundred  at  a  time.  At  a  later 
period  he  disposed  of  this  branch  of  business  on 
advantageous  terms. 

During  this  time,  through  debtors  who  were 
manufacturers.  Mr.  Dana  acquired  extensive 
manufacturing  interests.  His  career  as  a  mer- 
chant began  before  the  advent  of  railroads,  and 
he  recalls,  as  one  of  the  noteworthy  events  of 
that  period  of  his  life,  the  fact  that  he  took  1 
load  of  cloth  to  Indiana,  where  he  got  a  span  of 
horses,  driving  over  the  country  and  selling  it. 
the  trip  taking  four  months.  He  is  interested  in 
the  Jones  &  Lamson  Company,  a  flourishing  en- 
terprise at  Springfield,  and  in  which  he  was  one 
of  the  early  stockholders.  For  a  period  of  twen- 
ty-four years  he  w  as  a  director  in  the  Springfield 
National  Bank,  resigning  his  office  in  tool. 

Politically  Mr.  Dana  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  lister  of  his  town.  His  father  was  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  Mr.  Dana 
attributes  his  own  divergence  from  that  body 
largely  to  the  teachings  of  the  "Boston  Journal." 
a  daily  paper  which  he  has  taken  always  to  the 
present  time.    Personally,  by  reason  of  his  lilieral 


Digitized  by  Google 


« 


Digitize 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


culture  and  genial  manners,  Mr.  Dana  is  ex- 
tremely popular  with  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. 

He  married,  November  5,  1845,  Jane  E.,  born 
in  Vergenncs.  Vermont,  in  October,  1819,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Sarah  i  Parker)  Wilson.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dana  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Mrs. 
Dana's  father,  Samuel  Wilson,  was  a  skillful 
cabinet-maker  in  Vergennes.  He  was  an  old 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  served  as  grand  master  and  grand  lec- 
turer. He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years, 
and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  He 
married  the  second  time  Miss  F.  P.  Parker,  who 
died  some  years  before  his  death. 

SETH  N.  HERRICK. 

Seth  N.  Herrick,  for  many  years  a  leading 
man  of  affairs  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  and  one 
frequently  called  upon  to  fill  positions  of  public 
and  private  trust,  belonged  to  a  family  which 
came  originally  from  Massachusetts,  a  state 
which  has  supplied  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
best  element  of  our  population. 

Jonathan  Herrick,  the  grandfather  of  Seth 
X.  Herrick,  went  to  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  from 
Beverly,  Massachusetts,  in  1743,  and  his  sixth 
son.  Seth,  a  well  known  Brattleboro  farmer,  mar- 
ried Melinda  Coughlan.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Herrick  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Brattleboro,  having  been  resident  in  the  town 
for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half. 

Seth  N.  Herrick,  son  of  Seth  and  Melinda 
(Coughlan)  Herrick,  was  born  September  20, 
1819.  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  where  he  grew 
up  as  a  farmer's  boy,  receiving  his  education  at 
the  school  in  district  No.  10,  and  at  the  West 
Brattleboro  Academy.  In  his  early  manhood 
Mr.  Herrick  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher, 
in  which  he  was  very  successful,  but  deciding  to 
devote  himself  to  agriculture,  he  settled  on  a 
farm  on  the  o]r|  Newfanc  road,  the  buildings  of 
which  were  soon  after  destroyed  by  fire. 

Bv  this  misfortune  Mr.  Herrick  was  left  pen- 
niless, but  possessing  in  an  eminent  degree  what 
has  been  called  "the  genuine  New  England  qual- 
ity of  pluck,"  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  be 
cast  down,  but  cheerfully  engaged  in  whatever 


employment  presented  itself,  among  the  occupa- 
tions which  he  followed  at  this  time  being  that 
of  salesman  of  straw  and  palmleaf  hats  for  a 
house  in  New  York  city.  Soon,  however,  he 
returned  to  Brattleboro,  and  engaged  with  Han- 
nibal Hadley  in  the  meat  business,  being  employed 
also  by  Jonas  Culler,  then  the  village  baker.  It 
was  not  long  before  he  became  prosperous,  and 
the  qualities  of  perseverance,  activity  and  busi- 
ness ability,  which  insured  his  continued  pros- 
perity, soon  began  to  receive  their  merited  recog- 
nition from  his  fellow  townsmen,  who  called  upon 
him  during  the  whole  remainder  of  his  life  to 
serve  them  in  many  ways.  For  fifteen  years  he 
was  constable  and  collector,  for  thirty-two  year3 
a  deputy  sheriff,  holding  that  office  at  the  time 
of  his  death ;  for  two  years  high  sheriff ;  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  legislature  of  1866  and 
1867;  and  for  twenty  years  managed  the  affairs 
of  the  town  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  select- 
men. He  was  an  original  incorporator  of  the 
Brattleboro  Savings  Banks,  its  treasurer  for  the 
first  three  years,  always  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  and  in  1880  became  a  director  of  the 
People's  National  Bank.  For  many  years,  and 
until  his  health  begav  »o  fail,  he  was  the  leading 
and  favorite  auctioneer  in  that  section  of  the 
country. 

In  addition  to  the  official  positions  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  fill.  Mr.  Herrick  was  fre- 
quently entrusted  with  the  settlement  of  estates, 
a  tribute  to  his  character  which  the  result  always 
fully  justified.  His  great  skill  in  the  management 
of  affairs  was  toined  to  an  incorruptible  integ- 
rity, which  commanded  the  respect  of  all.  while 
the  charm  of  his  genial  cheerfulness  caused  htm 
to  be  universally  beloved.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
man.  in  proportion  to  his  opportunities,  has  ever 
been  more  helpful  to  a  greater  number  of  people, 
his  helpfulness  manifesting  itself  not  only  in 
giving  freelv  when  occasion  required,  but  in  the 
readiness  with  which  he  made  small  loans  in  any 
time  of  distress  or  scarcity  of  work,  trusting  for 
payment  solely  to  the  honesty  of  those  whom  he 
assisted,  and  it  is  a  signal  proof  of  the  influence 
exerted  by  his  personality  that  in  the  exercise 
of  his  benevolence  he  met  with  comparatively 
few  losses.  It  may  be  truthfully  said  that  no 
citizen  of  Brattleboro  ever  enjoved  in  a  greater 
degree  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors,  or  re- 
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ccive.J  from  tlicm  more  loyal  support,  than  did 
Mr.  Hcrrick.  One  of  his  most  remarkable  traits 
was  his  memory  of  names  and  faces.  This  was 
strikingly  exemplified  when,  at  the  town  meet- 
ings, of  which  he  was  many  times  moderator, 
he  would  take  the  ballots  as  they  were  handed 
up,  with  a  great  crowd  thronging  about  the  box, 
calling  each  voter  by  name  without  hesitation, 
and  rarely  making  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Herrick  married,  in  1844,  Mary  P.  Mil- 
ler, but  was  without  children.  In  all  the  strug- 
gles of  his  early  life,  and  amid  the  accumulated 
cares  and  responsibilities  of  his  later  years,  Mr. 
Herrick  found  in  his  wife  an  unfailing  source  of 
sympathy  and  help.  Mr.  Herrick  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  and  also  by  his  brother,  J.  Newton  Her- 
rick, and  by  four  sisters :  Susan  E.  Herrick ;  El- 
len C,  wife  of  A.  VV.  Stowe,  of  West  Brattle- 
boro;  Mrs.  Grout  and  Mrs.  Tufts,  who  are  resi- 
dents of  Massachusetts. 

In  Mr.  Herrick's  death,  which  took  place  in 
May,  1895,  it  was  felt  that  the  whole  community 
had  sustained  a  bereavement.  It  was  not  only  in 
business  and  official  circles  that  a  void  was  left 
by  his  decease,  but,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  "not 
only  men  of  his  own  age  and  rank  in  life,  but 
hundreds  of  working  men  and  women,  and  men 
upon  the  remote  farms,  felt  that  they  had  lost 
a  personal  friend."  The  funeral  was  held  at  the 
Congregational  church,  the  body  lying  in  state 
an  hour  before  the  services,  and  the  face  being 
viewed  by  many  people.  During  the  services 
business  was  suspended,  and  practically  the 
whole  population  united  in  paying  a  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  one  who  had  been,  in  many  re- 
spects, the  foremost  man  in  the  community. 

CHESTER  A.  ARTHUR. 

Chester  A.  Arthur,  the  only  native  of  the 
state  of  Vermont  who  came  to  occupy  the  ex- 
alted position  of  president  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  October  5,  1830. 
His  father,  William  Arthur,  was  a  native  of 
county  Antrim,  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  eighteen  years  old,  and  who,  young 
as  he  was,  had  graduated  from  Belfast  Univer- 
sity, and  had  studied  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. Arriving  here,  he  began  the  study  of 
law,  but  an  early  marriage  with  a  daughter  of 


the  Rev.  Washington  Stone  changed  the 
of  his  life.  He  soon  afterward  united  with  ir 
Free  Will  Baptist  church,  became  a  minister  b 
that  denomination,  and  for  several  years  p  reached 
and  taught  school  in  the  counties  of  Chitter.cs: 
and  Franklin,  and  also  in  Canada.  In  18*^  hi 
accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Bapc?. 
church  in  North  Fairfield,  Vermont,  and  it  125 
here  that  his  son  Giester  was  born.  The  ponoo- 
age  was  a  small  frame  building  of  one  and  a  half 
stories,  and  was  used  as  a  barn  for  some  tnae. 
but  is  now  torn  down,  and  a  large  granite  bWk 
suitably  inscribed  marks  the  birthplace  of  the 
twenty-first  president  of  the  United  States,  b 
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BIRTHPLACE  OF  CHESTER  A.  ARTHUR. 

was  unveiled  on  August  20,  1903.  the  prfseiti- 
tion  being  made  by  ex-Governor  William  V\ 
Stickney,  who  had  charge  of  its  erection,  at! 
Governor  John  G.  McCu  Hough  receiving  it  a 
behalf  of  the  state.  The  principal  speaker  «-5 
Hon.  William  E.  Chandler,  who  was  secretr1 
of  the  navy  under  President  Arthur,  and  remark 
were  made  by  Hon.  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  secre- 
tary of  war  under  President  Arthur,  and  i& 
by  Senator  Red  field  Proctor,  and  Repnsera- 
tives  D.  J.  Foster  and  Kittredge  Has- 
kins.  The  Rev.  Dr.  William  Arthur  «» 
from  1855  to  18O5  pastor  of  Cita"7 
Baptist  church  in  Albany.  New  York,  and  he 
died  October  27,  1875,  in  Newton  vi  lie,  near 
city.  He  was  a  profound  scholar,  and  for  sev- 
eral vcars  he  published  a  journal.  "The  A**" 
quarian,"  and  was  author  of  a  curious 
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treating  upon  "Family  Names."  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren of  Dr.  Arthur,  two  were  sons:  the  young- 
est. Major  William  Arthur,  made  an  excellent 
military  record  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
subsequently  appointed  paymaster  in  the  regular 
army. 

Chester  Abel!  Arthur,  whose  Christian  name 
was  given  him  in  honor  of  Dr.  Chester  Abell,  an 
intimate  friend  of  his  parents  and  the  family 
physician,  was  afforded  the  best  of  educational 
facilities.  His  father  made  his  proper  prepara- 
tion for  life  his  most  ardent  object,  procured  for 
him  instruction  in  the  best  schools  in  the  vicin- 
ity, and  gave  his  personal  attention  to  his  prep- 
aration for  college.  So  carefully  trained  was  the 
young  scholar  that  he  was  admitted  to  Union 
College  when  but  fifteen  years  old,  and  he  grad- 
uated in  1848,  when  only  eighteen.  While  a 
Student  he  partially  defrayed  his  expenses  by 
teaching  school,  and  he  continued  this  occupa- 
tion during  portions  of  the  years  when  he  was 
engaged  in  the  study  of  law.  He  pursued  a 
course  in  Fowler's  Law  School  in  Ballston  Spa, 
in  1853  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
EL  D.  Culver,  in  New  York  city,  and  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered  upon 
practice. 

Passing  over  the  routine  professional  work 
of  his  early  years,  more  ample  mention  must  be 
made  of  such  of  his  efforts  as  afford  a  keynote 
to  his  character,  and  serve  to  indicate  his  prepara- 
tion for  his  conspicuous  career  in  active  life. 
Firmly  anchored  in  the  principles  of  justice,  he 
early  appeared  as  a  champion  of  humanity.  With 
William  M.  Evarts  as  associate  counsel,  he  ap- 
peared in  behalf  of  eight  slaves  whose  master 
attempted  to  convey  them  through  New  York 
on  his  way  to  Texas.  The  right  of  Lemmon, 
their  master,  to  do  so,  was  contested  by  Mr. 
Arthur  and  his  colleague  on  trial  before  Judge 
Payne  under  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  on  the 
ground  that  freedom  had  inured  to  the  slaves 
through  his  voluntarily  bringing  them  into  free 
territory.  The  court  decided  that  they  could  not  be 
held  to  servitude  in  New  York,  neither  could  they 
be  returned  to  slavery  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  and  this  decision  was 
sustained  bv  the  supreme  court  of  New  York  as 
well  as  by  the  court  of  appeals,  where  the  con- 
tention of  Mr.  Arthur  ami  Mr.  Evarts  was  con- 


tested by  the  eminent  Charles  O'Conor,  who  had 
been  retained  by  the  attorney  general  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  1856  Mr.  Arthur  again  successfully 
defended  the  legal  rights  of  colored  people  when 
he  appeared  as  counsel  for  a  colored  girl  who  had 
been  forcibly  ejected  from  a  street  car  after  she 
had  paid  her  fare,  and  secured  vindication  for 
her  race  by  obtaining  a  verdict  against  the  com- 
pany. 

It  is,  however,  with  Mr.  Arthur's  political 
career  that  we  are  more  particularly  concerned, 
for  he  came  to  exercise  a  commanding  influence 
during  a  long  and  brilliantly  useful  life.  In  his 
young  manhood  his  associations  were  with  the 
Whigs,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Saratoga 
convention  which  formed  the  Republican  party 
in  New  York.  Interested  in  military  affairs,  he 
was,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war,  judge 
advocate  of  state  militia,  and  in  i860  he  was 
called  to  the  staff  of  Governor  Morgan  in  the 
capacity  of  engineer-in-chief.  He.  was  subse- 
quently appointed  inspector  general  and  then 
quartermaster  general  of  the  state,  and  he  served 
in  the  last  named  position  until  the  close  of  Gov- 
ernor Morgan's  administration  in  1863.  His  serv- 
ices while  quartermaster  general  were  of  im- 
meausrable  value  to  the  state  and  to  the  nation. 
He  occupied  the  position  during  the  crucial  days 
of  the  Rebellion,  when  almost  superhuman  effort 
was  needed  to  provide  men  and  means  for  the 
support  of  the  national  government.  He  equipped 
and  forwarded  to  the  battle  front  the  immense 
levies  demanded  of  the  state,  and  kept  all  the 
intricate  accounts  connected  with  the  vast  busi- 
ness with  such  method  and  accuracy  that,  in  the 
settlement  with  the  United  States,  they  were  read- 
ily audited  and  without  deduction,  whereas  the 
claims  of  some  other  states  were  long  a  subject 
of  controversy,  and  were  finally  subjected  to  con- 
siderable diminution.  Incident  to  his  duties  was 
the  awarding  of  large  contracts  for  food,  cloth- 
ing and  other  supplies,  with  opportunity  to  amass 
ample  fortune,  but  no  taint  of  self-seeking  at- 
tached to  one  of  his  transactions,  and  he  retired 
from  the  position  with  smaller  means  than  when 
he  entered  upon  it.  So  well  did  he  stand  with 
the  first  men  in  the  nation,  and  so  depended 
upon  were  his  patriotism,  sagacity  and  marvelous 
ability,  that  upon  the  occasion  of  the  famous 
meeting  of  the  "War  Governors,"  in  1862,  he 
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met  with  them  by  special  and  urgent  invitation, 
the  only  person  present  who  was  not  a  state 
executive. 

General  Arthur  resumed  his  law  practice  im- 
mediately after  his  retirement  from  staff  duty 
under  Governor  Morgan.  He  was  principally 
concerned  in  the  collection  of  claims  against  the 
national  government  for  war  supplies,  but  he 
never  appeared  for  an  undeserving  claimant.  He 
was  for  a  short  time  counsel  for  the  New  York 
board  of  tax  commissioners.  His  services  were 
frequently  in  demand  for  the  drafting  of  im- 
portant state  and  national  legislation.  He  was 
at  all  times  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  councils 
of  the  Republican  party.  In  1871  he  was  ap- 
pointed collector  of  customs  of  the  port  of  New 
York  by  President  Grant,  who  re-appointed  him 
in  1877,  and  the  second  nomination  was  con- 
firmed without  the  formality  of  a  reference  to  a 
committee.  In  1877  General  Arthur  became  in- 
volved in  a  difficulty  with  President  Hayes  as 
a  result  of  an  executive  order  forbidding  officers 
under  the  government  to  take  active  personal  in- 
terest in  political  affairs.  General  Arthur  de- 
clined to  retire  from  the  chairmanship  of  the  Re- 
publican central  committee  of  New  York  city, 
as  did  Naval  Officer  A.  B.  Cornell  from  the 
chairmanship  of  the  state  central  committee,  and 
both  were  removed  by  President  Hayes  in  1878. 
No  imputation  of  official  misconduct  was  directed 
against  General  Arthur,  and  his  fidelity  to  public 
interests  was  so  apparent  that  his  retention  was 
asked  for  by  all  the  judges  of  the  New  York 
courts,  a  large  majority  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  bar,  and  nearly  all  the  mercantile  import- 
ers in  the  city,  but  their  petition  was  suppressed 
at  the  request  of  General  Arthur. 

Resuming  his  law  practice.  General  Arthur, 
now  entirely  untrammeled,  also  engaged  in  politi- 
cal affairs  with  redoubled  energy.  He  directed 
the  forces  which  effected  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
A.  B.  Cornell  for  the  governorship,  and  aided 
largtlv  in  his  election.  He  was  the  intimate 
associate  of  Hon.  Roscoe  Conkling  in  the  un- 
successful effort  to  secure  a  third  presidential 
nomination  for  General  U.  S.  Grant,  and  this 
movement  was  indirectly,  as  it  was  unforeseen 
to  himself,  a  step  toward  his  own  elevation  to  the 
high  office  of  president.  Nominated  by  accla- 
mation for  the  vice  presidency  on  the  ticket  with 


General  James  A.  Garfield,  he  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  conciliating  the  disappointed  ad- 
herents of  General  Grant.  During  the  campaign, 
as  chairman  of  the  Republican  central  commit- 
tee, he  directed  the  canvass  in  his  state  with 
masterly  ability.  As  presiding  officer  of  the 
United  States  senate,  he  conducted  himself  with 
hecoming  dignity  and  signal  ability.  With  a 
fine  sense  of  propriety,  he  held  himself  aloof 
from  the  contest  between  President  Garfield  and 
Senator  Conkling  with  reference  to  governmen- 
tal appointments  in  the  state  of  New  York,  but, 
loyal  to  his  friends,  he  afterwards  exerted  him- 
self to  secure  the  re-election  of  Senators  Conkling 
and  Piatt. 

General  Arthur  was  sincerely  and  deeply  af- 
fected by  the  assassination  of  President  Garfield, 
and,  while  that  distinguished  man  was.  hovering 
between  life  and  death,  he  refrained  from  active 
participation  in  public  affairs,  but  took  every 
proper  occasion  to  give  expression  to  his  feelings 
of  horror  and  regret.  Having  received,  in  New 
York,  telegraphic  information  of  the  death 
of  the  president.  General  Arthur,  upon  the 
advice  of  distinguished  men  who  were  desir- 
ous of  providing  against  all  possible  contingencies 
which  might  affect  the  public  peace,  took  the 
oath  of  office  at  his  own  home,  at  two  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  September  30.  1881,  be- 
fore a  judge  of  the  state  supreme  court. 
He  accompanied  the  remains  of  the  deceased 
chief  magistrate  from  Long  Branch  to  Wash- 
ington, and  there  formally  took  his  official  oath 
before  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States  su- 
preme court.  His  first  official  act  was  to  pro- 
claim a  day  of  general  mourning  out  of  respect 
to  the  memory  to  his  lamented  predecessor.  With 
great  delicacy  and  consideration,  he  requested  all 
cabinet  officers  to  continue  in  their  places  until 
the  ensuing  meeting  of  Congress,  and  all  com- 
plied except  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Windom, 
who  retired  in  order  to  become  a  candidate  for 
the  governorship  of  Minnesota. 

October  iq,  1881,  at  Yorktown,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis,  President  Arthur  delivered  an  ad- 
mirable address,  in  course  of  which  he  made 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  English  sovereign  and  her  people  had  ex- 
pressed their  sorrow  and  sympathy  for  the  United 
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States  in  the  death  of  its  chief  magistrate,  and, 
by  his  direction,  the  British  flag  was  saluted 
by  the  national  military  and  naval  forces  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  ceremonies. 

As  president,  General  Arthur  conducted  him- 
self with  dignity,  tact  and  sagacity.  Criticised 
in  advance  by  those  who  were  seemingly  hopeful 
for  his  failure,  and  viewed  with  foreboding  by 
many  well  meaning  ones  who  had  ill  estimated  his 
talents  and  character,  he  disappointed  foes  and 
gained  a  larger  respect  from  friends.  He  dis- 
played no  elation  at  his  unexpected  elevation,  nor 
sought  to  attract  attention  to  himself  by  any 
spectacular  or  original  pose.  He  entered  upon 
his  office  as  one  who  had  inherited  a  sacred  trust, 
and  he  modestly  confined  himself  to  the  dis- 
charge of  those  duties  which  lay  before  him.  He 
called  to  his  cabinet  a  capable  corps  of  statesmen 
and  men  of  affairs,  and  associated  with  himself 
two  splendid  names,  retaining  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
son  of  the  martyr  war  president,  as  secretary 
of  war,  and  appointing  General  U.  S.  Grant  as 
one  of  two  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  republic  of  Mexico.  In 
his  conduct  of  foreign  affairs,  President  Arthur 
guarded  well  every  national  interest,  at  the  same 
time  conducting  diplomatic  affairs  with  such  wise 
judgment  as  to  avoid  protracted  discussion  and 
misapprehension,  a  notable  instance  being  his 
reassertion  of  the  Monroe  Doctrine  in  relation  to 
the  Panama  Canal.  The  governmental  civil 
service  rules  were  promulgated  by  him  and  went 
into  effect  in  the  third  year  of  his  term  of  office. 
He  grew  into  a  wider  popularity  with  the  people 
throughout  the  nation,  and  he  was  received  by 
them  with  every  expression  of  affection  upon  two 
notable  occasions — in  New  York  city,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  opening  of  the  great  Brooklyn 
bridge,  in  May  of  1883,  and  when  he  opened  the 
Louisville  (Kentucky)  Exposition  of  Industrial 
Art  in  August  following.  His  administration 
closed  March  4,  1885,  and  he  died  on  November 
18  of  the  following  year. 

He  was  married  in  1859  to  Ellen  Lewis, 
daughter  of  William  Lewis  Herndon,  of  Fred- 
ericksburg. Virginia,  who  commanded  the  steam- 
er Central  America  when  she  foundered  at  sea, 
in  1857,  and  whose  widow  was  awarded  a  medal 
by  Congress  in  recognition  of  the  heroic  courage 
and  self-sacrifice  of  her  lamented  husband.  Mrs. 


Arthur  died  before  her  husband,  in  January, 
1880,  leaving  two  children,  Chester  Arthur  and 
Ellen  Herndon. 

HIRAM  LEE  SPARROW. 

Hiram  Lee  Sparrow,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  was  born 
in  Elmore,  Lamoille  county,  Vermont,  February 
17,  1852.  Abner  Doty  Sparrow,  son  of  Philip 
Sparrow,  and  father  of  Hiram  Lee  Sparrow, 
was  born  in  Plainneld,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, August  17,  1813,  and  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  school  of  his  native  town. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Elmore,  Lamoille 
county,  Vermont,  where  he  located  on  a  farm, 
which  he  cultivated  and  improved.  He  remained 
there  until  1864,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Calais,  Washington  county,  Vermont,  where  he 
followed  general  farming.  He  resided  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  September,  1883. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Almira  Mar- 
tha Shephard,  who  was  born  November  16,  182a 

Hiram  Lee  Sparrow,  son  of  Abner  Doty  and 
Almira  M.  Sparrow,  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Elmore  and  Calais,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of 
his  farm  until  he  was  of  age.  In  1880  he  pur- 
chased his  present  fann  in  East  Montpelier.  He 
was  very  successful  in  the  management  of  his 
farm  from  the  beginning,  and  now  he  is  able  to 
produce  a  large  quantity  of  excellent  general 
farm  products,  which  he  can  always  dispose  of 
very  advantageously.  He  also  devotes  much 
time  and  attention  to  dairy  products,  for  which 
he  has  a  steadily  increasing  demand,  and  also 
pays  much  attention  to  the  raising  of  horses  for 
general  use. 

Mr.  Sparrow  is  an  enthusiastic  adherent  of 
the  Republican  principles,  and  was  elected  hv 
that  party  to  serve  as  selectman  for  the  town 
of  East  Montpelier,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged faithfully  and  creditably.  Bein»  a  man 
of  sound  judgment  and  sterling,  upright  charac- 
ter, he  is  often  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  settling 
up  of  estates  in  his  section  of  the  town.  Sep- 
tember 2,  1902,  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
town  in  the  state  legislature. 

On  March  3,  1875,  Mr.  Sparrow  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  Isabel  Templeton,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  Ayers  (Vincent)  Tem- 
pleton,  residents  of  the  town  of  East  Mont- 
pelier.  They  had  one  daughter,  Mary  Almira, 
born  May  24,  1883,  but  she  died  August  17, 
1895. 

TRESCOTT  ABEL  CHASE. 

Trescott  Abel  Chase,  of  Bradford,  Vermont, 
who  has  frequently  been  placed  by  his  towns- 
men and  by  the  federal  government  in  positions 
of  trust  and  honor,  is  descended  from  a  family 
which,  in  the  different  generations,  has  rendered 
important  services  to  the  community  in  which 
he  has  resided.  His  paternal  great-grandfather 
served  in  the  war  of  18 12,  and  his  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Chase,  who  was  born  July  io,  1787, 
in  Corinth,  New  Hampshire,  was  an  extremely 
useful  and  respected  citizen.  Jonathan  Chase 
was  a  farmer,  and  went  to  Fletcher,  Vermont, 
about  1828,  lived  there  until  1840,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Cambridge,  Vermont.  He  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  when  he  allied  himself  with  that  body. 
He  held  various  local  offices,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Universalist  church.  He  married  Hope- 
still  Goldthwaite,  and  was  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, who  reached  maturity:  Newton;  and 
Amanda,  who  never  married.  Jonathan  Chase 
died  July  30,  i860,  in  Jay,  Vermont,  whither  he 
had  removed  in  1849. 

Newton  Chase,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Hope- 
still  ( Goldthwaite Chase,  was  born  March  4, 
1807.  at  Croydon,  New  Hampshire,  and  was 
reared  on  the  farm.  As  a  young  man.  however, 
he  taught  school  for  ten  terms  at  Cambridge, 
Fletcher  and  Underbill,  Vermont,  but  followed 
chiefly  the  ajjricultural  pursuits  which  so  in- 
terested him  all  during  his  life.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  afterward  a  Republican, 
holding  various  local  offices  and  serving  as 
selectman,  lister  and  constable,  and  in  1859 
representing  the  town  of  Jay  in  the  state  legis- 
lature. He  was  a  member  of  the  Fletcher 
Guards,  and  later  member  of  a  militia  or- 
ganization at  Cambridge.  lie  was  also  an 
active  member  and  worker  in  the  Universalist 
church.  Newton  Chase  married  Rozina,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Burdick,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.   They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 


Trescott  Abel;  Lucia  M..  who  married  George 
E.  Percy,  a  farmer  or  Newport ;  Lovisa,  first 
married  Ebenezer  Crandall,  and,  after  his  dcaUi 
Nelson  DuBois,  and  resides  at  Troy,  Vermont: 
Jonathan  E.,  who  married  Sarah  A.  Chamber- 
lain, and  resided  at  Jay,  Vermont :  Bradford  N'., 
who  married  Mary  Page,  and,  after  her  death, 
Ann  Eliza  Smith ;  Ichabod  E.  married  Barbara 
West,  and  resides  at  Blue  Earth  City,  Minne- 
sota; Arthur  married  a  Miss  Burdick;  and  Helen 
R.,  who  married  William  Farrell,  and,  after  his 
death,  Orisa  Everts.  Newton  Chase  died  at  Jay, 
March  15,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  his 
death  having  been  caused  by  an  accident.  His 
wife,  Rozina,  who  was  bom  in  1810,  died  in 
1878. 

The  history  of  Trescott  Abel  Chase,  son  of 
Newton  and  Rozina  (Burdick)  Chase,  who  was 
born  October  9,  1832,  in  Fletcher,  Vermont,  is 
one  of  local,  political  and  patriotic  interest.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Cambridge  schools  and  the 
Bakersfield  and  Johnson  academies,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  went  with  his  father  to  Jay, 
Vermont,  making  that  town  his  home  until  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted,  May  10, 
1861,  in  Company  B,  Third  Regiment  Vermont 
Volunteers,  then  commanded  by  Colonel,  after- 
ward Major  General,  W.  F.  (Baldy)  Smith.  Mr. 
Chase  was  appointed  first  sergeant  of  the  com- 
pany, and  was  wounded  at  Lee's  Mills,  Williams- 
burg and  Antietam,  where  Company  B  occupied 
the  advance  as  a  skirmish  line.  Here,  a  Con- 
federate brigade  charged  the  line  of  battle.  Com- 
pany B,  with  other  troops,  pouring  in  upon  them 
a  dreadful  enfilading  tire  that  gave  the  name  of 
the  "Bloody  Lane"  to  the  road  strewn  with  their 
dead.  On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Chase,  who  ranked 
only  as  orderly  sergeant  at  the  time,  really  had 
command  of  his  company.  In  December,  1862, 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  for  disability 
incurred  in  the  service.  On  returning  to  Jay- 
he  purchased  the  village  store,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  engaged  in  business  as  a  general  mer- 
chant. After  seven  years'  continuous  service  at 
North  Troy,  as  agent  for  the  South  Eastern  and 
Passumpsic  railroads,  he  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  custom  house  at  Island  Pond  for  a 
period  of  six  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
returned  to  the  service  of  the  railroad  company. 
In  1888  he  was  again  in  trade  at  Jay,  when  his 
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store,  which  was  under  his  dwelling,  was  com- 
pletely destroyed  by  lire ;  in  the  following  year, 
1889,  he  removed  to  Bradford. 

Mr.  Chase  is  prominent  as  an  active  Repub- 
lican, and  while  at  Jay  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  town  and  county  committees,  and 
a  member  of  the  county  congressional  commit- 
tee. He  also  fdled,  while  there,  the  varied  and 
numerous  positions  of  lister,  postmaster,  town 
clerk  and  treasurer,  and  from  1869  to  1874  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  state  legislature.  He  was 
appointed  by  President  McKinley  as  postmaster 
at  Bradford,  and  re-appointed  by  President 
Roosevelt.  Previous  to  his  first  appointment  as 
postmaster  he  had  held  the  office  of  station  agent 
at  Bradford,  resigning  his  position  November  1, 
1897.  In  1894  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
general  assembly,  being  elected  from  a  strongly 
Democratic  district.  Having  been  repeatedly  re- 
elected, he  served  in  all  for  six  terms. 

Mr.  Chase  is  a  member  of  Chamberlain  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  Pulaski  Lodge  No.  58,  and  Champion 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  V.  Mr.  Chase  married,  in  1884, 
Fara  A.,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  P!  R.  Follansbee, 
of  Guildhall,  Vermont.  They  have  three  sons: 
Frederick  Blaine,  Frank  Putney  and  Trescott 
A.,  Jr. 

EDWIN  PUTNAM  McKNIGHT. 

Edwin  Putnam  McKnight,  of  East  Mont- 
pclier. Vermont,  was  born  December  29,  1838,  a 
son  of  Putnam  and  Margaret  McKnight.  Lem- 
uel McKnight,  grandfather  of  Edwin  P.  Mc- 
Knight, was  born  in  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  Sep- 
eember  1,  1774.  Subsequently  he  removed  to 
Eist  Montpclier,  where  he  remained  for  several 
years  in  the  emplnx  of  Major  Nathaniel  Davis,  but 
lie  resigned  this  position  and  purchased  a  small 
portion  of  land  which  he  cleared  and  erected  a 
log  house.  He  then  returned  to  Sutton,  and  was 
unit-d  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Putnam,  Febru- 
ary 15.  1795.  The  manner  of  traveling  in  those 
days  xvere  very  primitive,  and  Mr.  McKnight 
conveyed  his  wife  and  household  effects  to  their 
new  home  in  a  sled  drawn  by  an  ox  team.  He 
then  commenced  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  and 
he  engaged  in  farming  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  After  a  few  wars  they  visited  their  friends 
"m  Massachusetts,  making  the  trip  in  the  same 


manner,  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them :  Sally,  bom' 
October  7,  1795  ;  Clara,  born  July  17,  1799;  Put- 
nam, born  November  16,  1802;  and  Allen,  born 
April  22,  1806.  who  died  May  4,  1810. 

Putnam  McKnight,  father  of  Edwin  P.  Mc- 
Knight, was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  and  his 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town,  where  he  was  employed  later  as 
a  teacher.  In  addition  to  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion, lie  was  an  extensive  reader,  and  quite  fre- 
quently contributed  articles  to  the  local  papers  for 
publication.  He  also  had  the  ability  to  express 
his  thoughts  in  a  very  fluent  and  eloquent  manner 
in  public  meetings.  He  was  a  stanch  adherent 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  elected  to  the 
offices  of  selectman  and  lister  of  the  town.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  all  things  that  pertained 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Universalist  church.  On 
January  1,  1828.  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Holmes,  born  in  1803,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Comins)  Holmes.  Their  children 
were:  Sarah  G.,  born  August  T2,  1829,  married 
Christopher  C.  Brooks,  and  she  died  December 
30.  1901 ;  Clarissa  A.,  born  March  1,  1837.  wife 
of  P.  J.  Kent,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts: and  Edwin  Putnam  McKnight.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  died  June  7,  1883,  and  his 
wife  died  March  20.  1894. 

Edwin  Putnam  McKnight,  youngest  son  of 
Putnam  and  Margaret  McKnight,  was  reared  on 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  now  resides,  in  the 
house  which  was  built  by  his  grandfather.  He 
receive* I  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  later  attended  school 
in  the  city  of  Montpclier.  After  completing  his 
studies  he  decided  to  engage  in  farming  as  an  oc- 
cupation. He  met  with  success  in  this  line  of 
work,  and  has  continued  it  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  McKnight  is  a  strong  Democrat,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  party.  He  is  a  firm  advocate  of  education, 
and  served  on  the  school  committee  of  the  town. 
He  is  a  member  of  Aurora  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Montpclier.  Mr.  McKnight  and  his  family 
familv  are  members  and  attendants  of  the  Uni- 
versrdist  church. 

On  August  25,  1878,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Louise  Cole,  daughter  of  Galusha  and  Rhoda 
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Jane  (Parsell)  Cole,  of  Rome,  New  York.  The 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them: 
Charles  Putnam,  born  June  12,  1879;  Helen 
Holmes,  born  August  25,  1881 ;  George  Cate, 
bom  September  17,  1883;  Jennie  Chase,  born 
October  26,  1888 ;  Albert  Cole,  born  July  1,  1890 ; 
Margaret,  born  March  18,  1893 ;  and  Mary  Es- 
ther, born  May  9,  1898. 

WALTER  EUGENE  RANGER. 

Walter  Eugene  Ranger,  the  seventh  son  and 
fourteenth  child  of  Peter  and  Eliza  M.  (Smith) 
Ranger,  was  born  in  Wilton,  Maine,  November 
22,  1855.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Nehemiah 
Ranger,  and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ad- 
ams, settled  in  Carthage,  Maine,  about  1800,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Wilton.  His  mother's 
people  came  from  Plymouth  county,  Massachu- 
setts>  and  among  their  family  names  were  Smith, 
Jones  and  Sampson.  His  maternal  grandfather 
fought  at  Plattsburg  and  elsewhere  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  from  a  family 
noteworthy  for  its  mechanical  skill.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  where  he  was  trained  in  all 
sorts  of  work,  agricultural  and  mechanical,  and 
in  a  home,  where  to  be  ''brought  up  to  work" 
was  synonymous  with  true  training  and  the 
promise  of  worthy  living.  The  habits  of  intense 
application  thus  formed  and  an  inexhaustible 
energy  have  always  characterized  his  life,  as  re- 
vealed in  his  great  capacity  for  work. 

In  a  large  family  of  bright  boys  and  girls 
he  early  manifested  scholarly  tastes.  He  quickly 
mastered  the  subjects  of  the  common  school  and 
at  the  age  of  ten  was  sent  to  a  private  high 
school.  Ar  twelve  he  entered  Wilton  Academy 
and  began  the  study  of  Latin  and  algebra.  Here 
he  prepared  for  college  by  attendance  during 
brief  fall  and  spring  terms,  interspersed  by  work 
and  later  by  teaching  in  the  winter.  For  his 
support  in  college  he  taught  school  for  a  year 
before  entering  college  and  taught  several  terms 
during  his  college  course.  In  spite  of  these  in- 
terruptions he  maintained  a  high  standard  and 
was  graduated  in  the  first  rank  from  Bates  Col- 
lege in  1879,  his  favorite  subjects  being  psychol- 
ogy, philosophy,  civics  and  ethics. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  was  made 


acting  principal  of  the  Nichols  Latin  School, 
Lewiston,  Maine,  a  feeder  of  Bates  College.  A 
year  later  he  became  principal  of  the  high  school, 
Lennox,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  During  this  time  he  did  considerable 
literary  and  journalistic  work.  In  1883  he  de- 
clined a  unanimous  election  to  the  principalship 
of  the  North  Adams  ( Masachusetts)  high  school, 
to  become  principal  of  Lyndon  Institute,  Lyndon 
Center,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  thir- 
teen years.  Mr.  Ranger's  record  at  the  head  of 
this  institution  was  one  of  remarkable  success. 
During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  principalship  the 
institute  grew  from  a  school  of  fifty-three  stu- 
dents and  four  teachers  to  one  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  students  and  ten  teachers.  New  de- 
partments were  added  from  time  to  time  until, 
in  1896,  the  Institute  offered  five  four-year,  and 
three  one-year  courses,  one  of  the  latter  being  a 
teacher's  course.  Graduates  of  the  school  entered 
twelve  leading  colleges,  while  many  students  were 
fitted  either  for  teaching  or  for  business.  During 
these  years  Mr.  Ranger  was  often  called  upon 
to  teach  in  summer  schools  and  to  address  edu- 
cational gatherings.  He  also  acted  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Lyndon  common  schools.  It  was 
but  natural,  therefore,  that  when,  in  1896,  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Johnson  was  without  a 
principal,  Mr.  Ranger  should  have  been  called 
to  the  vacant  position,  and  that  the  school  under 
his  management  should  have  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Ranger  remained  principal  of  the  school 
at  Johnson  for  four  years  and  one  term,  when, 
in  December,  1900,  he  resigned  to  assume  the 
duties  of  the  state  superintendent  of  education 
for  Vermont.  Regarding  his  work  as  principal  at 
Johnson,  one  of  Vermont's  leading  educators  has 
written  as  follows:  "Mr.  Ranger  became  princi- 
pal of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Johnson  at 
that  critical  period  of  transition  incident  to  its 
development  as  an  institution  for  purely  pro- 
fessional training.  Under  his  management  the 
highest  professional  standards  were  established, 
the  training  school  was  made  a  vital  feature  of 
the  entire  course,  and  the  whole  spirit  of  the  work 
was  charged  with  genuine  enthusiasm.  To  Mr. 
Ranger's  rare  pedagogical  insight  the  school  is 
in  a  large  measure  indebted  for  its  present  high 
rank." 

Mr.  Ranger  was  unanimously  elected  state 
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superintendent  of  education  for  Vermont  by  the 
general  assembly  in  October  of  1900,  and  was 
unanimously  re-elected  in  October  of  1902  to 
the  same  office,  which  he  now  holds.  The  writer 
quoted  in  the  preceding  paragraph  further  says 
of  him:  "Mr.  Ranger's  varied  and  remarkably 
successful  teaching  experience  is  a  record  of 
steady  progression  towards  the  important  office 
which  he  now  most  ably  fills  as  state  superinten- 
dent of  education  for  Vermont.  Mr.  Ranger  has 
long  been  closely  identified  with  the  broadest  in- 
terests of  the  state  and  of  the  country,  having 
held  many  important  positions  in  educational  and 
other  organizations.  He  is  a  brilliant  and  popu- 
lar public  speaker,  and  his  lectures  on  pedagogi- 
cal themes  have  been  warmly  received  by  the 
most  dignified  educational  assemblies  in  the 
United  States."  Another  teacher  in  1900  paid 
him  the  following  tribute:  '"In  Walter  E.  Ran- 
ger, the  newly  elected  superintendent  of  educa- 
tion, the  Green  Mountain  state  has  a  servant 
possessing  ideal  qualifications  for  the  work  he 
has  been  called  to  do.  Having  been  engaged  in 
educational  work  since  boyhood,  and  in  all  grades 
from  the  primary  to  the  normal  school,  he  bring3 
to  his  new  position  not  only  the  scholarly  habits 
and  the  administrative  ability  that  win  the  respect 
of  educators,  but  also  a  peculiarly  warm  sym- 
pathy with  the  neeJs  of  our  coinniun  schools." 

Mr.  Ranger  has  been  active  as  speaker  and 
writer,  having  given  educational"  and  patriotic 
addresses  not  only  in  all  parts  of  Vermont,  but 
also  in  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Maine 
and  Quebec.  He  has  also  addressed  social,  re- 
ligious, and  other  organizations.  In  connection 
with  his  present  duties  he  annually  gives  about 
one  hundred  addresses  and  prepares  for  publi- 
cation about  three  hundred  printed  pages.  The 
latest  from  his  pen  is  a  comprehensive  sketch  of 
the  "Educational  History  of  Vermont."  Under 
him  the  functions  of  his  office  have  been  devel- 
oped and  enlarged  by  legislation  and  administra- 
tion. He  has  begun  the  publication  of  educa- 
tional circulars  for  teachers  and  school  officers, 
has  promoted  or  secured  much  important  legisla- 
tion, has  been  active  in  educational  movements 
and  progress,  and  has  in  other  ways  increased  the 
efficiency  and  influence  of  the  state  educational 
office. 

Mr.  Ranger  is  an  active  member  and  officer 
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of  many  organizations,  educational,  fraternal  and 
religious.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  His- 
torical Association,  the  American  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science,  and  several  other 
organizations.  lie  is  a  director  of  the  National 
Educational  Association,  and  an  officer  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Instruction.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  president  of  the  Vermont  State 
Teachers'  Association;  also  that  of  president  of 
the  Vermont  Schoolmasters'  Club.  In  Masonry 
he  has  taken  the  degrees  of  Knight  Templar  and 
of  the  Scottish  Rite  to  the  Thirty-second  degree. 
He  has  served  several  years  as  an  officer  of  the 
grand  lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Vermont,  and  is  at 
present  deputy  grand  master.  He  is  also  a  prom- 
inent'  officer  in  all  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  of 
Vermont.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  manlier 
of  other  fraternal  organizations.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  in  religious  preference  i-  a 
Congregationalist. 

In  1879  Mr.  Ranger  married  Miss  Man  M. 
Snowman,  of  Portland,  Maine,  who  died  in  LSX5. 
From  this  marriage  were  born  two  children, 
neither  of  whom  survive. 

In  1889  Mr-  Ranger  married  Miss  Mabel  (". 
Bemis  of  Lyndonville,  Vermont,  who  is  a  gifted 
musician.  They  have  three  children,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Arthur  Forest,  born  in  Lyndon, 
October  io,  1892;  Ruth  Mabel,  born  in  Johnson, 
November  23,  1897 ;  Robert  Walter,  born  in 
Montpelier,  February  iy,  1903. 

SALISBURY  BROTHERS. 

The  furniture  manufacturing  company  at 
Randolph,  which  has  long  been  one  of  the  in- 
dustrial features  cf  the  place,  represents  the  ac- 
cumulated wisdom  and  effort  of  a  family  noted 
for  its  commercial  enterprise  through  several 
generations.  It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  growth 
of  such  an  institution  from  its  early  beginnings 
through  the  various  stages  of  struggle  and  trial 
to  the  period  when  it  became  firmly  established 
on  sure  foundations.  To  show  the  part  taken  by 
different  individuials  and  their  contributions  to 
the  general  result,  a  sketch  of  various  members 
of  the  family  for  a  long  course  of  years  becomes 
necessary  ,  and  is  hereby  presented. 

Belcher  Salisbury,  founder  of  the  Orange 
county  branch  of  this  name,  and  son  of  William 


530 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


an<l  Joyce  (Fddvs.  Salisbury,  was  born  May  10. 
1790,  and  died  April  7,1862,  in  Randolph,  Ver- 
mont. William  Salisbury  died  at  Hrattleboro, 
Vermont,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  Belcher 
Salisbury  came  to  Randolph  in  1810,  from  Hrat- 
tleboro, Vermont.  One  year  after  his  arrival 
he  married  Nancy,  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas 
and  Anna  (Martin)  Lamson,  who  bore  him  eight 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Of 
the  other  five.  Philander,  the  eldest,  was  born 
December  12,  1812,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  with  the  rank  of  captain;  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  September  26,  1834,  he  married 
Eliza  Irene  Huntington;  he  died  June  2,  1850. 
Laura  S.,  born  March  22.  1815.  first  married  Dr. 
Henrv  II.  Brown,  who  died  in  1847,  and  next 
espoused  Rev.  Bczalecl  Smith,  w  ho  died  May  15, 
1870,  in  Randolph,  where  his  widow  died. 
Thomas  L.  died  at  lndiana|>olis,  Indiana.  Feb- 
ruary 16.  1874.  Lucius  now  resides  at  Kenton. 
Ohio,  where  he  has  lxen  very  prominent  in 
political  affairs  and  has  held  several  state  offices. 

Franklin  Belcher  Salisbury,  the  fifth  and 
youngest,  was  born  at  Randolph,  August  20. 
182(1.  became  a  teacher  in  early  life,  but  in  1848 
engaged  in  trade,  which  he  carried  on  in  his 
native  village  until  1852.  when  he  removed  to 
Kevtesville.  Missouri,  and  there  engaged  in 
trade,  with  his  brother  Lucius  and  R.  T.  Du- 
bois, of  Randolph,  a-  partners.  Three  years 
years  later,  however,  he  returned  to  Randolph, 
and  for  the  next  nine  years  successfully  con- 
ducted a  general  merchandise  store  on  Main 
street.  In  i860  he  l»egan  on  a  comparatively 
moderate  scale  in  a  new  line,  which  was  des- 
tined to  prove  the  nucleus  of  the  nourishing 
furniture  factory  that  is  now  so  im|xjrtant  a  fac- 
tor in  the  industries  of  the  town.  Mr.  Salisburv 
opened  his  establishment  for  making  furniture 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  continued  its 
operation  for  the  two  succeeding  years.  In  186N 
his  brother  Thomas  and  son  William  were  taker, 
in  as  partners  in  the  business,  and  a  new  factory 
was  erected  on  the  present  site.  of  which  Franklin 
R.  Salisbury  lxcame  sole  proprietor  in  iH7(>.  In 
1SS0  this  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  earlv 
in  the  next  year  the  owner  liegan  the  erection  of 
a  lartrer  establishment,  but  his  death,  on  Mav 
-4.  1SS1.  prevented  his  witnessing  the  comple- 
tion of  his  cherished  enterprise. 


Franklin  B.  Salisbury  was  a  notable  character 
aside  from  his  achievements  as  a  business  man. 
He  was  conspicuous  both  in  the  religious  and 
public  life  of  his  community,  being  a  leader  and 
earnest  worker  in  the  Congregational  church.  He 
served  on  the  committee  which  erected  the  house 
of  worship  for  that  denomination  in  West  Ran- 
dolph, and  for  several  years  was  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school,  which  position  had  been 
previously  occupied  by  bis  lather.  For  twenty 
years  he  was  a  member  o:  the  choir  and  in  1881 
was  elected  deacon.  Meantime  his  fellow  citi- 
zens honored  him  by  election  to  various  town 
offices,  and  from  1862  until  1865  he  was  post- 
master of  tin-  west  village. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1848,  was  solem- 
nized the  nuptials  of  F\  B.  Salisbury  and  FJlcn 
I- ranees  l-'lvnn,  the  ceremony  being  performed  in 
Bethel,  Vermont,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
parents,  Asa  and  Amanda  ( Morris)  Flynn. 
(Sec  genealogy  in  closing  paragraphs.)  This 
union,  which  was  one  of  unusual  happiness  until 
terminated  by  death,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  a 
family  of  four  bright  children;  William  }•"..  Al- 
l>ert  I\  and  Herbert  B.,  twins,  and  I'.dgar  T. 
In  addition  to  their  own  children,  the  parents 
reared  an  adopted  daughter,  named  Marv  Kllen. 
who  was  regarded  and  treated  as  a  incnd>cr  of 
the  family.  She  married  George  J.  I'rince,  Aug- 
ust 18,  1876,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
daughters,  the  first  of  whom.  Alice  Mabel,  died 
when  two  years  old,  and  the  other,  born  Mav 
20.  18S0,  was  christened  Fannie  May.  ['he 
mother  passed  away  December  10.  1881. 

William  F.  Salisbury,  the  eldest  of  the  chil- 
dren, was  horn  at  Randolph,  September  2,  iJ-|Q. 
and  after  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  entered  the  store  then  being  conducted  bv 
bis  father  and  uncles.  He  early  displayed  an 
aptitude  for  business,  and  for  many  years  had 
charge  as  manager  of  the  retail  department.  On 
the  5th  of  October.  \&*).  he  married  Mary  L. 
Bass,  but  it  was  not  decreed  that  they  should 
lontr  enjoy  wedded  life,  she  j>assing  away  May 
12,  1S72.  and  his  own  death  occurred  August 
20.  1 875 .  Albert  1 'Inlander  ami  Herbert  IVlcber. 
the  twin  brothers  above  mentioned,  were  bom  in 
Randolph.  June  12.  1857  and  it  is  curious  to 
trace  the  careers  of  this  couple,  who  entered  the 
world  together  and  passed  their  lives,  until  the 
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death  of  the  former,  in  the  closest  union,  both 
in  business  affairs  and  fraternal  affection.  When 
only  thirteen  years  of  age  these  ambition*  boys 
began  wood-carving  in  the  factory  of  their  fa- 
ther, ami  carried  it  on  industriously  during  their 
vacations  from  school.  This  brace  of  juveniles 
formed  a  regular  business  partnership  between 
themselves,  keeping  a  complete  set  of  books  and 
duplicating  in  minaturc  all  the  processes  of  an 
industrial  establishment.  They  were  thus  em- 
ployed when  their  father  died,  after  which  event 
they  took  entire  charge  of  the  plant  and  all  its 
business.  l>oth  at  home  and  abroad.  The  con- 
struction of  the  factory  then  just  begun  was 
pushed  to  completion,  and  it  has  ever  since  been 
running  successfully. 

Albert  I\  Salisbury  died  April  |8,  1891,  and 
his  place  in  the  partnership  was  thereafter  filled 
by  the  youngest  brother,  Edgar  Thomas.  On 
the  4th  of  April,  1892.  the  style  of  the  business 
underwent  a  change  by  its  incor|)oration,  under 
the  name  of  Salisbury  Brothers'  Furniture  Com- 
pa'nv.  which  continues  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  eldest  brother  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  on  the  road  in  the  interest  of  the 
business,  making  trips  through  New  England 
and  parts  of  New  York.  The  company  manu- 
factures chamber  furniture  of  all  kinds,  supply- 
ing many  w  holesale  firms  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  employs  from  fifty  to  sixty  hands. 
The  trade  has  been  largely  increased  during  the 
past  few  years  and  now  consists  largely  of  ex- 
ports to  South  Africa  and  Australia.  The 
factory  has  also  been  enlarged  and  the  facilities 
tor  manufacturing  increased  in  the  various  de- 
partments. 

On  the  22<1  of  July,  1886,  HerU-rt  B.  Salis- 
bury was  united  in  marriage  to  Minnie,  daugh- 
ter of  A!ou7o  and  Emdine  (Turner)  Smith,  who 
died  February  12.  1895,  leaving  three  children: 
Franklin  Alonzo.  born  June  10,  1887;  Philip 
Turner.  November  17,  1891  ;  and  Albert  Morris, 
December  12.  1894. 

Edgar  Thomas  Salisbury,  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  company,  was  born  at  Randolph.  No- 
vember 13.  1870.  and  graduated  in  the  high 
school  in  1S89.  Immediately  thereafter  he  en- 
tered the  factory,  in  the  service  of  his  brothers, 
and  at  the  end  of  two  years  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm.  He  is  secretary  of  Randolph  Lecture 


Course,  and  holds  a  similar  position  with  the  Ran- 
dolph Musical  Festival  Association.  On  March 
26.  1806.  Mr.  Salisbury  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Alice  Crandall,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Marion  Eleanor,  born  February  9,  1897;  and 
Donald  Edgar.  December  15,  1897.  The  doc- 
trines of  the  Congregational  church  have  for 
generations  represented  the  faith  of  the  Salis- 
bury family,  and  the  present  representatives  of 
the  name  have  not  departed  from  the  example 
of  their  fathers.  Besides  regular  attendance  at 
the  services  they  have  liberally  contributed  to 
the  supjx)rt  of  the  local  church  and  sympathetic 
orders  in  its  work.  The  male  members  of  the 
family  liavc  never  taken  an  active  part  in  jvoliti- 
cal  struggles,  though  some  of  them  have  held 
local  offices  under  Republican  administrations. 

Amanda  Morris,  wife  of  Asa  Flynn,  was  a 
linea!  descendant  of  Edward  Morris,  who  was 
bom  at  Mazing,  Wrtltham  Holy  Cross  Abbey, 
county  of  Essex,  England,  in  August.  1630,  and 
settled  at  Roxburv,  Massachusetts.  The  geneal- 
ogy of  the  Morris  fatnilv  has  been  published  and 
is  now  in  jxissession  of  Herbert  P>.  Salisbury. 

The  Flynn  genealogy  has  been  traced  as  fol- 
lows: (T  )  Richard  Flynn  and  wife  came  from 
Ireland  and  settled  at  Roxburv,  Massachusetts, 
and  both  were  drowned  while  attempting  to  cross 
the  Charles  river  on  the  ice.  They  left  one 
child.  Richard.  (II)  Richard  Flynn  married 
Sarah  Manning.  December  24.  174.'.  in  Wood- 
stock, Connecticut,  and  bad  seven  children. 
(  Ill  )  Michael,  third  child  of  Richard  and  Sarah 
Flynn.  born  in  Woodstock.  Connecticut.  March 
9.  1754,  removed  to  Bethel,  Vermont,  in  1782, 
and  built  a  log  house  on  a  farm  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town.  On  the  organization  of  the 
town  of  Bethel,  Mav  14,  1782.  he  was  appointed 
constable.  January  12.  1784.  he  married  Fanny 
Child,  at  W  oodstock,  Connecticut.  She  was  born 
there  April  6,  1759.  He  held  several  town  offices 
for  long  terms,  notablv  those  of  selectman  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  an  old-school  gen- 
tleman, and  wore  the  queue,  knee  hrceche*  and 
buckles  in  vogue  in  his  day.  He  died  May  14, 
iHjS,  and  his  widow  September  1.  184*..  both 
being  interred  in  the  old  cemetery  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town  of  Bethel.  Of  their  nine  chil- 
dren, the  seventh.  (IV)  Asa  Child  Flvnn.  born 
September  24.  179/*.  in  Bethel,  married  Amanda 
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Morris,  eldest  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Pamelia 
(Converse)  Morris,  March  27,  1823.  She  was 
born  September  20,  1799,  in  Stafford,  Connecti- 
cut, and  bore  her  husband  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Julia  Amanda,  born  April  7,  1824;  Eliza 
Pamelia,  November  15,  1825;  Ellen  Frances, 
July  9,  1827;  Sarah  Augusta,  October  4,  1830; 
Julius  Wellman,  November  28,  1833.  died  Sep- 
tember 8,  1849:  Laura  Morris,  August  13,  1845. 

CAPTAIN  BURNHAM  COWDREY. 

Among  the  prominent  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Bradford,  Vermont,  is  to  be  named 
Captain  Burnham  Cowdrey..  whose  life  of  in- 
dustry and  usefulness,  and  whose  record  for  in- 
tegrity have  given  him  a  firm  hold  upon  the  re- 
gard and  confidence  of  the  community. 

He  is  a  son  of  Gilbert  and  Mary  (Burnham) 
Cowdrey,  and  his  birth  occurred  October  28, 
1841,  at  Bradford,  Vermont.  The  educational 
advantages  enjoyed  by  Captain  Cowdrey  were 
very  meager,  and  were  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  at  Bradford  and  Newbury,  Vermont,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  subsequently  was 
employed  in  a  wood-working  mill. 

When  he  attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  became  a  member  of  the  First  Regiment  Uni- 
form Militia  of  Vermont,  and  on  May  9,  1861, 
was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  First  Vermont 
Infantry.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  was  engaged  for  a  short  time  in 
mounting  heavy  ordnance  upon  the  bastions  of 
the  fort.  On  May  23,  1861,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Hampton,  Virginia.  On  nearing  the 
bridge  across  Hampton  river  it  was  found  in 
flames,  but  Colonel  Phelps,  in  command,  ordered 
a  double-quick  move,  and  immediately  the  planks 
were  torn  up  and  the  fire  extinguished,  and  the 
regiment  then  crossed  to  Hampton.  On  May 
28  it  embarked  on  a  steamer  and  moved  up  the 
James  river  and  landed  at  Newport  News  and 
proceeded  to  fortify  the  place,  whence  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Peter  T.  Washburn,  of  the  Ninth  Vermont,  were 
ordered  by  General  Butler  to  act  with  a  force 
from  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  capture  of  an  out- 
post of  the  enemy  at  Little  Bethel.    These  men 


started  in  the  early  morning  of  June  10  to  meet 
the  remainder  of  the  force  at  a  fork  in  the  road 
about  one  mile  from  Little  Bethel.  Owing  to  a 
misunderstanding  among  the  forces  about  the 
password,  a  slight  skirmish  ensued,  during  which 
eleven  were  killed  and  wounded.  After  holding 
a  council  of  war  it  was  decided  to  move  on  and 
capture  Big  Bethel,  where  the  forces  arrived  at 
about  ten  o'clock.  Colonel  Washburn  was  or- 
dered to  attack  the  rebel  left,  so  the  forces  moved 
around  to  the  right,  when  Colonel  Andross  called 
on  his  men  to  advance.  Private  Cowdrey  was  the 
first  to  break  ranks,  advanced  with  his  captain, 
charged  the  breastworks,  and  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  fired  the  first  shot  that  was  fired 
by  a  Vermont  soldier  in  the  Rebellion.  After 
firing  this  shot  and  while  reloading  his  gun,  he 
was  several  yards  in  advance  of  his  company, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  upon  look- 
ing around  he  found  himself  alone  far  in  advance 
of  his  company.  He  stepped  back  to  where  the 
captain  was  lying  and  asked  permission  to  move 
around  further  to  the  right,  as  he  thought  by  so 
doing  he  would  get  a  better  chance  at  the  enemy. 
While  doing  this,  his  haversack  was  caught  in 
the  underbrush,  and,  turning  to  disengaged  him- 
self, he  saw  his  regiment  retreating.  He  then 
spoke  to  the  man  with  him  and  followed  them, 
and  found  they  had  retreated  to  the  same  position 
to  which  they  had  started.  The  roll  had  been 
called  and  Private  Cowdrey  was  reported  killed 
or  missing.  The  regiment  then  began  to  retreat 
to  Newport  News,  where  they  arrived  at  six 
o'clock,  having  marched  about  twenty-eight 
miles,  with  the  feeling  that  though  little  glory 
had  been  won  they  had  gained  experience  and 
faithfully  performed  their  duty.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  the  three  months'  term  of  enlistment. 
Private  Cowdrey  returned  to  Vermont  and  was 
honorably  discharged  '  from  service  at  Brattle- 
boro. 

The  following  year  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Ninth  Vermont  Regiment,  and  was  soon  ap- 
pointed to  the  rank  of  sergeant.  In  this  capacity 
he  went  to  Washington,  thence  to  Clouds  Mills, 
Virginia,  and  in  a  few  days  marched  back  to 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  thence  by  boat  to- 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  they  were  taken  in 
freight  cars  to  Winchester,  Virginia,  where  they 
proceeded  to  fortify.    While  on  picket  duty  a 
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-scout  reported  that  a  lot  of  army  supplies  were 
concealed  in  a  house  about  three  miles  distant, 
and  Sergeant  Cowdrey  was  mounted  and  with  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  set  out  to  obtain  these.  This 
was  done,  and  a  few  days  later  it  was  reported 
that  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour  were  stored  in 
a  mill  on  the  Leesburg  turnpike  awaiting  trans- 
portation to  the  rebel  army,  and,  one  company 
having  failed  to  capture  it.  Company  G  was  sent 
out  to  do  so.  Although  there  were  two  lieuten- 
ants serving  in  the  company,  Sergeant  Cowdrey 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  advance  guard. 
They  arrived  at  the  mill,  proceeded  to  load  the 
■flour,  after  which  Sergeant  Cowdrey  commanded 
the  rear  guard  until  they  were  safe  inside  the 
Union  lines.  He  was  frequently  sent  on  similar 
■expeditions,  and  was  also  especially  detailed  to 
duty  in  the  fort  at  Winchester,  which  was  par- 
ticularly difficult  and  important,  requiring  the 
greatest  tact,  coolness  and  ability.  He  was  on 
duty  at  the  fort  when  the  celebrated  female  rebel 
spy,  Belle  Boyd,  was  captured  and  brought  in 
by  the  cavalry.  She  was  conducted  by  Sergeant 
Cowdrey  to  General  White's  headquarters,  where 
she  was  interviewed,  after  which  she  was  sent 
to  Washington.  Subsequently  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry,  where  they  proceeded 
after  blowing  up  the  fort.  While  on  duty  there 
thev  were  surrounded  by  General  Jackson's 
army.  Sergeant  Cowdrey  was  detailed  to  picket 
duty  on  the  outermost  post,  and  while  in  per- 
formance of  this  duty  was  attacked  by  the  rebels 
and  effected  an  almost  miraculous  escape. 

On  September  15,  1862,  the  forces  were  com- 
pelled to  surrender,  and  on  the  following  morn- 
ing they  were  paroled  and  marched  to  Annapo- 
lis, Maryland,  and  thence  they  were  transferred 
to  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  where  they  guarded 
rebel  prisoners  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when 
they  were  exchanged.  After  conducting  the 
prisoners  to  City  Foint,  on  the  James  river,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Suffolk.  Virginia, 
where  it  was  besiege.!  by  General  Early,  and  alter 
the  defeat  of  Early  it  was  sent  to  Yorktown.  The 
last  of  June  re-enforcements  arrived,  and  an  at- 
tack on  Richmond  by  way  of  York  river  was  or- 
dered. After  making  a  feint  on  Richmond,  the 
droops  returned  to  Yorktown.  where  the  regiment 
remained  until  October,  suffering  great  exposure 
to  fevers  and  other  diseases.    From  here  it  was 


ordered  to  Newport,  North  Carolina,  and  Major 
Jarvis,  while  on  a  scouting  expedition,  was  shot, 
and  Sergeant  Cowdrey,  with  other  officers, 
was  sent  as  an  escort  with  his  body 
to  his  home  at  Weathcrsfield,  Vermont.  While 
on  his  leave  of  absence  he  performed  recruiting 
service  and  took  four  hundred  recruits  to  New- 
port barracks.  The  following  day  the  forces 
marched  out,  one  thousand  men  against  three 
thousand  of  the  enemy,  but  were  forced  to  cross 
the  river  and  burn  the  bridges,  retreating  to  Beau- 
fort, North  Carolina,  crossed  the  bay  to  More- 
head  City,  received  re-enforcements,  and  return- 
ing to  Newport,  drove  the  rebels  out.  Here  Ser- 
geant Cowdrey  was  sick  with  malarial  fever. 

On  June  19,  1864,  a  force  from  Newbern, 
North  Carolina,  was  ordered  to  cut  the  Weldon 
railroad,  and  moved  by  forced  marches  to  Jack- 
sonville, some  eighty  miles  distant,  where  a  large 
rebel  force  was  encountered,  again  being  forced 
to  retreat,  and  fell  back  to  Newport,  thence  to 
Newbern,  North  Carolina,  thence  to  Bermuda 
Hundred,  where  on  the  28th  of  September  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  throw  up  winter  quarters, 
and  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  were  ordered 
to  be  ready  to  march  at  twelve  o'clock  with  three 
days'  rations  in  haversack.  They  crossed  the 
James  river  on  muffled  pontoon  bridges  to  Chapin 
farm.  At  daylight  they  attacked  Fort  Harrison 
and  carried  it  by  storm  with  ten  miles  of  rebel 
works.  Sergeant  Cowdrey  commanded  the  sec- 
ond platoon.  The  following  day  the  rebels  at- 
tempted to  take  it  back,  but  were  defeated  by 
General  Stannard,  who  lost  an  arm.  On  the  _>8th 
of  October  they  were  ordered  to  Fair  Oaks  and 
attacked  the  rebel  works  and  were  repulsed.  A 
hard' rain  storm  coming  up,  caused  untold  suf- 
fering and  privation,  the  men  being  obliged  to 
march  knee-deep  in  mud,  and  having  no  water 
to  drink  except  that  taken  from  mud  puddles  iti 
the  road.  Here  Sergeant  Cowdrey  contracted  a 
severe  illness,  and  was  sent  to  the  field  hospital 
for  three  weeks,  after  which  be  received  fifteen 
days'  furlough  and  went  home,  and  during  this 
period  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  president  of  the  L'nited  States,  this  being 
his  secotid  term.  On  returning  to  his  regiment 
he  was  promoted  to  second  lieutenant. 

The  second  day  of  April,  1865,  he  was  on 
picket  duty,  am!  on  the  morning  of  the  third  th<* 
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guard  was  advanced  as  skirmishers,  and  at  day- 
light went  over  the  rebel  works  and  advanced  on 
Richmond,  and.  he  being  in  advance  of  his  di- 
vision of  the  guard,  was  the  first  man  to  enter 
the  city.  They  found  Richmond  on  fire  and  in 
a  riotous  condition,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  secure  order,  put  out  the  fire  and  protect  prop- 
erty. He  was  then  detached  from  his  regiment 
for  duty  in  the  city,  to  guard  quartermaster's 
stores,  and  keep  order  in  one  section  of  the  city. 
On  the  1 6th  of  June  he  was  relieved  by  special 
Order  No.  148,  and  ordered  to  report  at  head- 
quarters of  the  Twenty- fourth  Army  Corps,  Army 
of  the  James,  in  command  of  Major  General  John 
Gibbons.  11c  remained  on  guard  duty  there  a 
short  time  and  was  thence  ordered  to  Norfolk, 
Virginia.  From  Norfolk  he  was  ordered  to  the 
eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  and  there  captured  the 
notorious  Richard  B.  Winder,  who  was  quarter- 
master at  the  Andersonville  prison,  and  delivered 
him  to  the  authorities  at  Washington.  He  was 
wanted  as  witness  against  Wirtz.  who  was  after- 
wards convicted  and  hanged.  Wirtz  was  com- 
mander of  Andersonville  prison,  where  so  many 
of  our  soldiers  were  starved  to  death.  From 
there  the  command  was  ordered  to  Portsmouth, 
Virginia. 

Through  the  betrayal  of  confidence  on  the  oc- 
casion of  a  social  call  by  invitation  of  a  family, 
some  rebel  members  of  the  party  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  visit  indignities  and  insults 
upon  Captain  Cowdrey,  whereupon  he  soundly 
rebuked  them,  and  the  next  night  went  with  the 
corporal  and  six  men  and  had  all  the  offenders 
arrested  and  confined  in  hard  labor  prison  in 
Norfolk,  but  later  they  were  discharged,  as  he 
did  not  press  the  complaint. 

Captain  Cowdrey  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  I'nitcd  States  at  Ports- 
mouth, Virginia,  December  1 ,  1865,  having  risen 
from  the  rank  of  private  to  captain  through  his 
bravery  and  loyalty  to  his  country. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Cowdrey 
spent  considerable  time  traveling  through  various 
large  cities  seeking  employment,  finally  locating 
in  Lowell.  Massachusetts,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  meat  and  provision  business,  which  be  suc- 
cessfully pursued  until  1879.  when  he  was  forced 
to  retire  frrun  active  life  owing  to  an  impaired 
state  of  health,  and  since  1884  he  has  resided  in 
Bradford.  Vermont. 


Captain  Cowdrey  is  prominently  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  chapter 
member,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  having  been  commander  of  Wash- 
burn Post. 

Captain  Cowdrey  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
William  Cowdrey.  who  came  from  England  to 
Lynn,  Massachusetts,  in  1630,  also  of  Nathaniel 
Cowdrey,  who  emigrated  in  1690,  of  Colonel 
John  Cowdrey,  who,  in  1773,  helj>cd  to  throw  over- 
board the  tea  in  Boston  Harbor,  and  also  of 
Jonathan  Cowdrey,  who  was  surgeon  on  l»oard 
the  United  States  frigate  Philadelphia  when  she 
was  captured  by  the  Tripolitans  of  the  Barbary 
states  in  1803.  Others  of  his  ancestors  were 
prominently  engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
the  war  of  1812  and  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war. 

Captain  Cowdrey  was  married  twice,  his  first 
wife  being  Maria  Church,  of  Lowell,  Massachu- 
setts, who  bore  him  four  children,  two  of  whom 
died  at  birth,  the  survivors  being  Arthur  B.,  now 
engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman,  and  Alice  M.. 
who  was  united  in  marriage  to  Edward  Callihan, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Maria  Burnham  Cow- 
drey. Mr.  Callihan  is  engaged  in  the  postal 
service  in  Woburn,  Massachusetts.  Captain  Cow- 
drey married  for  his  second  wife  Maria  Hotch- 
kiss. 

The  writer  finds  Captain  Cowdrey  in  a  quiet 
little  home  in  Bradford,  Vermont,  and  as  he 
tells  his  history  his  face  seems  to  glow  with 
recollection  of  his  noted  soldicrhood.  which  has 
won  him  the  name  of  such  honor  and  renown. 
Although  a  confirmed  invalid,  suffering  pain  a 
greater  part  of  the  time,  it  does  not  seem  to 
change  his  countenance,  and  we  may  well  class 
him  with  the  brave  soldiers  and  honorable  gen- 
tlemen of  the  I  'nited  States  of  America. 

HKRBERT  K ELTON. 

Herbert  Kelton.  of  East  Montpelier.  Vermont, 
is  a  w  orthy  descendant  of  a  family  that  have  made 
their  home  in  the  New  England  states  since  1661, 
when  Thomas  Kelton  became  a  resident  of  Bos- 
ton. Massachusetts:  his  wife's  name  was  Susanna. 
The  probable  date  of  Mr.  Kelton's  death  was 
October  iS.  1600.  in  the  town  of  Dorchester. 
Massachusetts.    Their  son  Thomas  Kelton  was 
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married  January  25,  1685,  to  Miss  Jane  Blake,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  Blake. 

John  Kelton,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
Kelton,  was  horn  in  Milton,  Massachusetts,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1605.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
August  14,  1722,  to  Miss  Sarah  Babcock,  daugh- 
ter of  Enoch  Babcock.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
moved to  Rchoboth,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
died  April  17,  17/15.  Their  son  Enoch  Kelton 
was  born  in  Rchoboth,  Massachusetts,  June  19, 
1726.  and  on  December  23,  1746,  married  Miss 
Elthea  Hicks.  His  death  occurred  in  Warwick, 
Massachusetts.  March  31,  1812. 

James  Kelton.  son  of  Enoch  and  Elthea  Kelton, 
was  born  in  Rchoboth,  Massachusetts,  February 
16,  1750.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  February 
4.  '773.  >°  Miss  I-nis  Ingalls,  born  on  the  same 
day  as  her  husband.  He  subsequently  located  in 
Warwick,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  January 
26.  1831.  Naum  Kelton,  son  of  James  and  I.ois 
Kelton.  was  born  in  Warwick,  Massachusetts, 
January  28,  1778.  In  the  fall  of  1798  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Montpelier.  Vermont,  and  he 
passed  the  ensuing  winter  in  the  employ  of  Colo- 
nel Jacob  Davis.  The  following  spring  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  town,  but  shortly  afterward 
he  removed  to  Schoharie,  New  York,  where  lie- 
was  engaged  for  three  years  in  teaching  in  the 
public  schools.  Mr.  Kelton  was  also  engaged 
during  th»  winter  months  for  thirteen  years  as  a 
teacher  in  different  sections  of  New  York  state 
and  Vermont,  and  during  the  summer  months  he 
employed  his  time  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  a 
farm  which  he  purchased  in  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
about  1800. 

Mr.  Kelton  took  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
and  in  1S10  was  elected  and  served  for  six  years 
as  deputy  sheriff,  and  for  the  ensuing  seven  years 
he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  constable,  besides  fill- 
ing other  local  offices.  In  1810-1817-1818  and 
1820,  and  again  in  1829  Mr.  Kelton  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  town  of  Montpelier  in  the  state 
legislature. 

Mr.  Kelton  was  united  in  marriage  December 
7,  1809.  to  Miss  Fanny  Vincent,  born  in  New 
Braintree,  Massachusetts,  January  15,  1791, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Philip  ami  Eunice  Vincent,  the 
former  named  being  the  first  regular  physician  to 
settle  in  the  town  of  Montpelier.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them :  Samuel 


Stillman,  born  on  the  homestead.  October  20, 
1810;  and  Truman  Chittenden,  also  born  on  die 
old  homestead.  May  11,  1817.  Mr.  Kelton  died 
July  2,  1857,  and  his  wife  died  December  15, 
1 852. 

Truman  Chittenden  Kelton,  father  of  Her- 
bert Kelton,  attended  the  district  school  of  his 
native  town,  and  when  he  attained  the  age  of  six- 
teen vears  learned  the  trade  of  mason,  which  he 
pursued  for  a  portion  of  the  summer  months  dur- 
ing the  following  thirteen  years.  The  remainder 
of  his  time  he  spent  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Mr.  Kelton  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  community,  being  noted  for  his  sound  busi- 
ness judgment,  integrity  ami  fidelity  to  duty.  He 
was  honored  by  his  townsmen  by  being  elected  to 
the  office  of  town  clerk,  a  position  he  held  for 
thirty-six  years ;  he  served  the  town  as  treasurer 
for  nineteen  years;  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
thirty-four  years,  and  represented  the  town  of 
Montpelier  in  the  state  legislature  for  1863  and 
1864.  Besides  acting  as  counsel  in  local  business 
affairs,  Mr.  Kelton  executed  nearly  all  the  deeds 
required  in  his  neighborhood,  performed  all  the 
offices  of  conveyancer,  and  settled  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  estates.  He  had  a  retentive  memory, 
storeil  with  many  of  the  facts  concerning  the  early 
history  of  the  town. 

On  June  3,  1846.  Mr.  Kelton  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Emeline  Esther  Bassett,  born 
in  Mont|K>lier,  Vermont,  September  28.  1823, 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Ruby  (Metcalf)  Bassett. 
Their  children  are :  George,  born  Scptcmlier  28, 
1848.  married,  April  20.  1878,  Miss  Ada  M.  Rich, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Rich,  and  she  was  l>orn  in 
1854,  and  died  January  15,  1892  ;  Herbert :  Henry, 
born  October  20,  1851,  married,  June  21,  1877, 
Miss  Flora  H.  Coburn,  daughter  of  James  A.  and 
Ahbie  15.  (Daggett)  Coburn;  Fanny  Maria,  born 
June  22,  1854,  married.  October  15,  1878,  Arthur 
Daggett  Coburn;  Walter,  born  May  17.  1857, 
died  June  12.  1858;  Edwin,  born  July  4.  i860. 
Truman  Chittenden  Kelton  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead. November  2,  1900.  and  bis  wife  died  June 
4.  1002. 

Herbert  Kelton.  second  son  of  Truman  Chit- 
tenden and  Emeline  Esther  Kelton,  was  horn  on 
the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  East  Montpelier. 
Vermont.  June  28,  1850.  Having  received  the 
usiia'  educational   advantages   of   the  common 
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school,  he  became  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  devotes 
his  time  and  attention  to  general  farming,  but 
pays  particular  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
sheep  and  horses,  in  which  occupation  he  has  met 
with  a  marked  degree  of  success. 

Mr.  Kelt  on  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  all  local  matters  that  pertain  to  the 
welfare  of  the  town,  but  he  has  never  had  the 
inclination  to  accept  any  public  office.  On  March 
22.  1882,  Mr.  Kclton  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Amy  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Ruel  and 
Cynthia  Wheeler.  They  have  one  child,  Naum 
Herbert,  born  May  2,  1890. 

JULIAN  H.  JONES,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Julian  H.  Jones,  deceased,  was  for  a 
period  of  more  than  forty  years  a  successful 
practitioner  of  medicine  in  Vermont,  and  for 
more  than  a  third  of  a  century  the  scene  of  his 
effort  was  Bradford,  where  he  was  held  in  warm 
regard  for  his  many  noble  qualities.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  state,  born  in  Rochester,  October 
5,  1838.  son  of  Rodney  Jones,  a  substantial  far- 
mer. He  was  exceedingly  studious  from  his 
earliest  boyhood,  and  he  made  such  advancement 
in  his  studies  that  he  taught  a  school  when  he 
was  only  fourteen  years  of  age.  For  some  year- 
thereafter  he  taught  school  every  winter,  attend- 
ing the  academies  in  West  Randolph  and  Rarre 
during  the  spring  and  fall  terms.  He  began  his 
professional  studies  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Dr.  C.  B.  Currier,  of  Rochester,  and  he  was  sub- 
sequently a  student  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Col- 
lege.  where  he  completed  a  course  in  1859.  and 
in  the  Hahnemann  Homeopathic  College  of  Phila- 
delphia, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  i860. 

In  December  of  the  year  of  his  graduation, 
Dr.  Jones  entered  upon  practice  in  Chelsea,  where 
he  was  usefully  employed  for  seven  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  in  December,  1867. 
he  removed  to  Bradford,  where  he  found  a  wider 
field  of  labor,  and  where  he  built  up  an  extensive 
lucrative  practice.  A  tribute  to  his  professional 
abilitv  and  his  line  persona!  traits  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  held  in  as  high  regard  and  was 
as  frequently  sought  in  counsel  by  physicians  of 
the  allopathic  school  as  by  those  of  his  own.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  harriers  between  the  two 


schools  of  medicine,  which  were  apparently  im- 
pregnable in  his  early  professional  experience, 
were  to  a  large  degree  broken  down  through  the 
conduct  of  Dr.  Jones,  whose  geniality  and  court- 
liness would  not  admit  of  his  offering  an  affront 
to  one  who  differed  from  him  in  opinions  or  as 
to  methods,  or  to  his  taking  umbrage  because  of 
criticism  of  his  own  professional  ideas  or  prac- 
tice. And  so,  allowing  his  own  works  to  speak 
for  him,  he  bore  his  part  modestly,  and  won  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  the  people  about  him, 
and  came  to  be  recognized  as  the  leading  phy- 
sician of  the  village. 

While  a  busy  practitioner  throughout  his  pro- 
fessional life,  Dr.  Jones  also  gave  much  of  his 
time  to  the  instruction  of  medical  students. 
Among  the  score  or  more  to  whom  he  stood  at 
one  time  or  other  in  the  capacity  of  preceptor, 
were  several  who  attained  prominence  in  the  pro- 
fession—Dr.  Hoag,  of  Connecticut;  Drs.  Hale, 
Mitchell  and  Leavitt,  of  Massachusetts ;  Dr.  Lo- 
gan, of  Woodstock ;  Dr.  Stanley,  of  Waterbury. 
and  Drs.  Smith  and  I-ocke,  of  Bradford.  Dr. 
Jones  was  also  prominent  in  various  professional 
societies,  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of 
Vermont,  of  which  he  had  been  vice  president 
and  president ;  the  New  Hampshire  Homeopathic 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  an  honorary 
member;  the  Boston  Surgical  and  Gynecological 
Society.  He  was  also  of  high  rank  in  leading 
fraternal  orders.  A  Freemason  for  more  than 
thirty-seven  years,  he  had  passed  all  the  chairs  in 
the  suliordinate  l>odies.  was  a  Knight  Templar, 
a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  had  attained 
to  the  thirty-second  degree,  Scottish  Rite.  In 
the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  he  had  also  passed  the 
chairs  of  the  suliordinate  bodies,  was  grand 
patriarch  for  two  years,  and  for  two  years  after- 
wards was  grand  representative  of  the  state 
grand  encampment  to  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge,  and  attended  the  sessions  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Dr.  Jones  was  married  in  1R66  to  Miss 
Frances  Louise  Squier,  of  Bath,  New  Hampshire, 
Of  this  union  were  born  two  children :  Gertrude 
Frances,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  McKcnzie.  of 
Westerly.  Rhode  Island,  and  Edith  Bruce  Jones. 
The  latter  named  graduated  from  the  Detroit 
Training  School  of  Elocution,  where  she  won  a 
scholarship  in  the  Chaffee- Noble  School  of  Fx- 
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pression,  London,  England.  Since  graduating 
from  the  latter  named  institution  she  has  been 
occupied  as  a  public  worker  in  her  profession, 
and  has  won  for  herself  the  most  glowing  com- 
mendations. The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  January,  1884. 

In  June,  1885,  Dr.  Jones  married  Miss  Annie 
Frances  Ouimbv,  who  was  born  in  Thettord,  a 
ladv  of  excellent  education  and  of  great  amiabil- 
ity of  disposition.  She  was  not  only  a  deeply 
sympathetic  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  and  a  ten- 
der mother  to  his  children,  but  she  also  endeared 
herself  to  a  large  part  of  the  community  by  her 
kindliness  to  all  and  her  helpfulness  to  the  poor 
and  distressed. 

W  hile  Dr.  Jones  passed  through  life  secure 
in  the  regard  of  his  fellows,  he  was  not  altogether 
favored  by  fortune.  In  1883  a  fire  swept  away  all 
his  personal  effects,  his  piano  alone  excepted,  and, 
through  an  unfortunate  investment,  his  insurance 
money  was  lost  to  him.  It  was  a  severe  hard- 
ship, but  with  undaunted  courage  he  set  himself 
*o  the  task  of  retrieving  his  losses.  For  several 
years  preceding  his  death  he  suffered  greatly  and 
almost  continuously  from  rheumatism,  and  he 
sought  relief  by  making  his  winter  home  at 
Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina,  where  he  had 
many  warm  friends.  Late  in  1902  it  became  evi- 
dent that  Bright's  disease  had  fastened  upon  him, 
and  he  gradually  failed  until  death  released  him, 
March  3,  1903.  On  the  day  and  hour  of  the 
funeral  all  business  houses  in  the  village  were 
closed.  Services  were  held  in  the  Congregational 
church,  and  were  attended  by  representatives  of 
the  various  orders  in  which  the  deceased  held 
membership,  as  well  as  by  the  community  at 
large.  The  floral  tributes  were  many  and  of  rare 
beauty.  Besides  the  immediate  ftmily  of  the 
-deceased,  Dr.  Jones  leaves  a  brother,  Dr.  Daniel 
L.  Jones,  of  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  and  a 
sister.  Mrs.  Henry  Washburn,  of  Rochester.  Ver- 
mont. 

Dr.  Jones  was  sincerely  and  deeply  mourned. 
A  man  of  excellent  literary  tastes,  broad  knowl- 
edge, progressive  ideas  and  equable  disposition, 
be  was  a  quiet  but  potent  force  in  the  community. 
One  of  his  predominant  characteristics  was  his 
charity  and  generosity,  which  was  only  bounded 
by  his  capability.  The  poor  and  distressed  ever 
found  in  him  a  helpful  friend.    TTis  practice  was 
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large  among  those  who  were  unable  to  compen- 
sate him,  and  his  sympathies  were  so  tender  that 
a  large  portion  of  his  collectable  fees  were  lost 
to  him  through  his  natural  inability  to  urge  pay- 
ment of  what  was  due  him.  All  in  all,  he  was  a 
gentleman  in  everything  that  the  word  implies, 
and  he  left  behind  the  fragrant  memories  that 
attach  to  a  sweet,  useful  and  unselfish  life. 

ROBERT  JACKSON  KIMBALL. 

Robert  Jackson  Kimball  comes  from  a  dis- 
tinguished line  of  ancestry  which  bore  its  full 
part  in  redeeming  New  England  from  the  forest 
and  savage,  and  later  in  throwing  off  the  British 
yoke.  Two  brothers,  Richard  and  Henry  Kim- 
ball, who  sailed  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  1634, 
were  the  progenitors  of  the  New  England  branch. 
One  of  the  descendants,  Richard  Kimball  (7), 
who,  with  his  father,  Captain  John  Kimball  (6), 
had  taken  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  came 
from  Connecticut  with  his  wife;  Susannah  (Hol- 
den),  in  1796  and  settled  in  Randolph,  Vermont, 
being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  town. 

One  son,  Hiram  Kimball,  was  the  father  of 
Robert  Jackson  Kimball,  his  mother  being  Te- 
rusha  Bradish,  of  Woodbury,  Vermont.  Robert 
was  the  second  child,  and  son,  and  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Randolph,  Febuary  16, 
1836.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  at  the  West  Randolph  Academy.  College 
training  was  beyond  his  reach,  a  fact  that  he 
has  ever  deplored,  and  which  has  led  him  to  es- 
tablish two  free  scholarships,  one  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  and  one  at  Amherst  College, 
for  worthy  and  needy  young  men.  At  the  early 
age  of  thirteen,  he  was  a  newsboy  on  the  then 
recently  completed  Vermont  Central  Railroad. 
Soon  afterward  he  learned  telegraph  and  became 
one  of  the  first  operators  on  the  old  Vermont  & 
Boston  Telegraph  line,  which  was  six  years  after 
the  first  telegraph  message  was  sent.  In  1862 
he  engaged  in  the  banking  business  at  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  there  married,  in  1863,  Martha  L. 
Morse,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Morse,  of  that  city.  In  1865  was  established  the 
banking;  house  of  R.  J.  Kimball  &•  Company,  in 
New  York  city,  which  has  continued  up  to  the 
present. 

Colonel  Kimball  has  maintained  a  home  in 
Randolph  ever  since  his  father's  death  in  1S65, 
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and  his  heart's  interest  is  in  his  native  town.  In 
1887  he  built  the  residence  known  as  Montague 
Place,  occupying  a  sightly  eminence  at  the  end 
of  Randolph  avenue,  a  most  charming  country 
seat.  Here,  with  members  of  his  family,  he 
spends  all  the  summer  months  that  he  can  snatch 
from  his  busy  liie,  and  is  a  frequent  visitor 
at  other  seasons.  He  also  has  a  home  on  Clin- 
ton avenue  in  Brooklyn. 

Colonel  Kimball  was  aide-de-camp  on  Gov- 
ernor Dillingham's  staff  in  1888-89.  r'c  repre- 
sented Randolph  in  the  Vermont  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  1890-01,  serving  on  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  committee  on  batiks  and 
special  joint  committee  on  the  World's  Colum- 
bian Exposition.  By  appointment  of  Governor 
Fuller,  he  represented  Vermont  at  the  Rankers' 
Congress  at  Chicago  in  1893. 

In  his  New  York  home  Colonel  Kimball  has 
not  lost  his  identity  as  a  Vermonter.  He  was 
instrumental  in  forming  that  flourishing  society 
known  as  the  Brooklyn  Society  of  Vermonters 
and  has  Iwcn  its  secretary  and  president.  He 
has  also  been  president  of  the  Vermont  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars. 

Colonel  Kimball  is  in  politics  a  Republican, 
in  religion  a  member  of  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion. In  Brooklyn  he  is  trustee  of  the  Brooklyn 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  director  of  the 
Brooklyn  Art  Association,  trustee  of  the 
People's  Trust  Company,  and  is  a  member  of 
other  leading  clubs  and  societies  of  Greater  New 
York.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  University 
of  Vermont.  He  has  been  largely  interested  in 
railroad  enterprises,  and  recently  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  Iowa  Central. 

There  are  two  daughters.  Misses  Clara  and 
Annie,  and  one  son,  William  Eugene,  who  is  as- 
sociated with  his  father  in  business.  The  latter 
graduated  from  Amherst  College  in  180/1.  and 
was  married  (o  Edith  M.  Gibb.  daughter  of  John 
Gibb,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  in  1901,  where  they 
now  reside. 

D1X  J.  CAMP. 

The  oldest  inhabitant  cannot  remember  a 
time  when  there  was  not  a  sawmill  on  the  valley 
road  between  the  villages  of  North  and  East 


Randolph  in  Vermont.  In  fact,  this  carlie-t 
and  most  indispensable  of  pioneer  manufacturing 
industries  has  been  operated  at  that  point  for 
more  than  a  hundred  years,  and  during  much 
of  the  larger  portion  of  that  time  the  mill  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  Camp  familv.  This 
would  indicate  that  the  founders  of  the  latter 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers,  which  is  the 
fact,  as  Abial  and  Sally  Camp  came  to  Chelsea 
as  far  back  as  1808,  and  the  former  rose  to  local 
prominence,  holding  many  oftices  of  trust  in  the 
new  town.  His  son  Eli,  now  a  retired  farmer  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  was  born  in  Chel- 
sea, May  30,  181 7,  became  a  civil  engineer  when 
eighteen  years  old  and  followed  that  occupation 
many  years.  Later  in  life  he  owned  and  operated 
the  mill  above  alluded  to,  but  eventually  sur- 
rendered possession  to  his  son.  He  married  Sally 
Diekerman,  and  one  of  the  children  of  this  union 
was  Dix  Camp,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Chelsea 
township,  Orange  county,  Vermont.  May  22. 
1857.  As  he  grew  up  he  became  a  farmer,  but 
afterward  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  with 
which  he  has  long  been  identified.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  he  owns  a  grist  mill  at  East  Randolph, 
and  also  operates  the  fine  sawmill  50  long  in  the 
possession  of  his  father.  In  addition  to  this  he 
owns  over  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land, 
and  between  his  agricultural  and  milling  inter- 
ests is  a  very  busy  man. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1885.  was  consum- 
mated the  nuptials  of  Dix  J.  Camp  and  Helen 
Holden,  the  ceremony  being  performed  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride's  parents  in  Waitsfield. 
Vermont.  Mrs.  Camp  was  born  October  7.  1858. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  I.ovma 
(Drew  *  Holden,  esteemed  residents  of  Wadnng- 
ton  county.  'Her  great-great-grandfather.  Will- 
iam Holden,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Krcnch  and 
Indian  war  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eight- 
eenth centurv.  and.  being  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Indians,  was  forced  to  run  the  gauntlet,  a  thrill- 
ing experience  which  few  escape  to  describe. 
A  powder  horn  is  in  the  j>osscssion  of  a  brother 
of  Mrs  Camp,  which  the  said  William  Holden 
engraved  with  the  broken  blade  of  a  jack-knife 
while  he  wa*  being  held  prisoner.  The  powder 
horn  is  quite  a  curiosity.  On  one  side  is  the 
head  of  King  George,  on  the  other  a  deer,  be- 
side which  a  number  of  other  engravings.  The 
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father  of  Mrs.  Camp  is  related  to  the  Grouts, 
one  of  the  hest  known  families  in  Vermont.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Camp  have  seven  children:  Elsie,  horn 
October  30,  1888;  Shirley,  born  July  3,  1890; 
Holden,  born  April  17,  1892;  Vina,  lx»rn  Novem- 
ber 6,  1804;  Howard,  born  April  26,  1896;  Floy, 
burn  August  23.  1^98;  and  Eli.  born  August  24, 
1901.  No  man  stands  higher  in  the  communitv 
and  none  have  more  friends  than  Dix  Camp,  and 
his  wife  shares  with  him  in  the  general  esteem 
of  the  community. 

HENRY  WADE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  Wade.  A  long  established  and 
highly  respected  physician  of  Starksboro,  V  er- 
mont, belongs  to  a  family  which  has  been  for 
more  than  a  century  represented  in  the  state,  and 
he  is  descended,  through  his  mother,  from  an- 
cestors prominent  in  colonial  and  Revolution- 
ary annals.  Peter  Wade,  a  native  of  England, 
and  a  commodore  of  the  British  navy  in  the 
American  Revolution,  was  twice  married.  A  son 
of  his  first  wife,  William  Wade,  great-grand- 
father of  Dr.  Henry  Wade,  was  born  in  1758.  in 
Connecticut,  whence  lie  removed  to  Vermont, 
being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Water- 
bury,  in  which  he  settled,  and  where  he  spent 
his  life  as  a  successful  farmer. 

John  Wade,  son  of  William  Wade,  was  bom 
August  1.  1793,  in  Stratford.  Vermont,  ami 
sj>ent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  Waterbury. 
He  became  the  possessor  of  a  large  farm,  and 
passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  his  later  days  he  removed  to 
Stowe,  Vermont,  where  he  died  April  25,  1883. 
well  advanced  in  his  ninetieth  year. 

William  Wade,  son  of  John  Wade,  was  Ixtrn 
September  25,  1820,  in  Sharon.  Vermont,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  in  Waterbury  and  Stowe, 
receiving  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools,  later  becoming  a  student  at  the  Morris- 
villc  Academv.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began 
and  followed,  for  a  time,  the  profession  of  a 
schoolmaster,  subsequently  returning  to  Stowe, 
where  he  Ixnight  a  large  farm,  and  soon  after 
sold  and  purchased  one  in  Waterbury,  and  en- 
gaged exnnsivelv  in  the  real  estate  business, 
during  the  Civil  war.  He  always  entered  very 
actively  into  all  town  affairs,  and  held  for  many 


years  the  office  of  lister  in  Waterbury.  He  mar- 
ried Adeline  Kneeland,  born  Septemlier  17, 
1825.  in  Waterbury,  Vermont,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Kneeland,  who  passed  his  life  there,  where 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  built  for  himself  a  desirable  resi- 
dence, which  was  his  home  during  the  last  years 
of  his  lite.  He  died  in  1865.  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  The  grandfather  of  Richard  Kneeland 
was  born  in  England  and  emigrated  to  America 
before  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Roston,  where  he  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  Fancu.il  Hall  and  a  number  of  other 
prominent  public  buildings,  and  gave  the  land  for 
Kneeland  street,  having  considerable  property  in 
real  estate.    He  served  with  distinction  in  the 


HENRY  WADE.  M.  D. 


Revolutionary  army,  a-  did  also  his  son,  who  is 
buried  in  the  old  TrcillOnt  street  churchyard  in 
Boston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade  were  the  parents 
of  five  sons-  Frank  K.,  now  living  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota:  Henry,  mentioned  at  length 
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hereinafter;  William,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Clay  Center,  Kansas ;  Charles  and  George,  who 
are  residents  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  In 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Wade  removed  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  died  April  n,  1901,  and 
where  his  widow,  who  attends  the  Baptist 
church,  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
George.  Mr.  Wade  was  a  man  of  firm  convic- 
tions, and  was  an  outspoken  Republican  in  pol- 
itics, exercising  considerable  influence  in  the 
party  councils. 

Henry  Wade,  son  of  William  and  Adeline 
(Kneeland)  Wade,  was  born  February  20,  1852, 
in  Waterbury,  Vermont,  where  he  passed  his 
boyhood  and  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  graduated  at  Barre 
Academy  in  1875,  and  subsequently  entered  the 
academical  department  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, where  he  graduated  in  1879,  and  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  same  insti- 
tution in  the  class  of  1883.  He  at  once  entered 
upon,  the  practice  of  his  profession,  being  at 
the  present  day  the  longest  established  physician 
in  this  vicinity,  with  an  unquestioned  reputation 
as  a  skillful  and  progressive  practitioner,  always 
active  in  the  benevolent  work  of  his  calling. 

Dr.  Wade  is  an  active  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  1902  represented  the  town  in 
the  state  legislature.  He  has  also,  in  a  number 
of  conventions,  represented  the  district,  and  has 
acted  as  delegate  to  the  county,  congressional  and 
state  conventions.  Dr.  Wade  is  a  very  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  takes  particular  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education,  having,  during  six  years 
of  his  early  life,  followed  the  profession  of 
teaching  in  Waterbury  and  Stowe,  Vermont.  In 
Starksboro  he  has  served  for  eighteen  years  as 
superintendent  of  schools,  and  is  the  author  of 
a  work  entitled  "Education  and  Health."  He  at- 
tends the  Baptist  church. 

Dr.  Wade  married,  in  1883.  Alice  Norton, 
born  January  ti,  1857.  in  Huntington,  Vermont, 
daughter  nf  Henry  K.  Norton,  a  farmer  who 
lived  in  Huntington,  pacing  his  last  fifteen  years 
in  Richmond,  where  lie  died  in  i-foi,  at  the  aer<* 
of  sixty-six.  Mrs.  Wade's  mother,  Marietta 
(Buttles)  Norton,  was  bom  in  Huntington.  Ver- 
mont, and  now  resides  in  Richmond,  Vermont. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living: 


Mrs.  Wade  died  March  22,  1902;  the  sons  are 
Jesse,  who  resides  in  Oklahoma;  and  Burton,  a 
resident  of  Fairhaven,  Vermont.  Both  profes- 
sionally and  socially  Dr.  Wade  is  a  man  of  high 
standing  in  the  community,  respected  for  his 
scientific  attainments  and  sterling  traits  of  char- 
acter, and  popular  by  reason  of  his  genial  man- 
ners and  kindness  of  heart. 

CLARK  SIBLEY. 

Clark  Sibley,  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  can  trace  his 
ancestry  back  to  the  year  1629,  when  Joseph  Sib- 
ley, a  native  of  England,  came  to  this  country 
and  located  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  com- 
mercial and  political  life  of  that  town.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  selectman,  and  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  general  court  which  held  its 
session  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  The  line  of 
descent  from  him  is  as  follows:  He  had  a  son, 
named  Joseph  Sibley,  who  had  a  son.  John  Sib- 
ley, born  in  171 1,  who  married  Miss  Hannah 
March ;  they  had  a  son,  John  Sibley  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Sutton,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  September,  1740;  he  served  as 
captain  of  an  artillery  company  in  his  native 
town,  and  his  son,  Andrew  Sibley,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  April 
7,  1 78 1 :  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Putnam,  and  they  located  in  the  portion  of  the 
town  of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  which  is  now 
known  as  East  Montpelier.  in  the  year  1805.  The 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them: 
Charles,  Lewis.  Julia  Ann.  Hiram  and  Ira  Sib- 
ley. Lewis  Sibley,  second  son  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  Sibley,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sutton, 
Massachusetts,  April  22,  1803.  When  quite 
young  he  removed  to  East  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
with  his  parents,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  atid  passed  his  early  life  assisting  his 
father  in  the  management  of  a  mill ;  later  he  was 
engaged  in  the  milling  business  for  himself, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  many  years  at 
East  Montpelier.  Subsequently  he  purchased  a 
small  farm  near  the  village  of  East  Montpelier, 
where  he  engaged  for  the  balance  of  his  life  in 
the  production  of  a  general  line  of  garden  prod- 
ucts. 

On  April  2,  1848.  Lewis  Sibley  was  married 
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to  Mrs.  Maria  Hale,  the  widow  of  Moses  E.  Hale, 
and  daughter  of  Captain  Isaac  Vincent.  Mr. 
Vincent  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Vermont  with  his  father,  Dr.  Philip 
Vincent,  who  was  a  resident  of  New  Braintree, 
Massachusetts,  and  settled  in  East  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  in  1795.  He  was  the  first  regular 
physician  in  the  town,  where  he  died  in  1813. 
By  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Sibley  had  two  sons: 
Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years; 
and  Jewett,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sibley  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  Lewis  E.,  born  in  1849  ar|d  died  in  1868; 
and  Clark,  born  in  East  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
June  11,  1853.  The  father  ot  these  children  died 
July  1,  1874,  and  his  wife  died  February  22, 
1898. 

Clark  Sibley,  second  son  of  Lewis  and  Maria 
Sibley,  was  born  June  11,  1853.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  this  was  later  supplemented  by 
one  term  at  the  Spaulding  School  and  two  terms 
at  Goddard  Seminary  at  Barre,  Vermont.  After 
leaving  the  latter  institution  he  purchased  a  farm 
from  Mr.  Royal  Wheeler  at  East  Montpelier, 
where  he  pursued  the  vocation  of  farming  up  to 
the  year  1892,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Eureka  Granite  Quarry  Company  of  Calais,  Ver- 
mont, and  later  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  gen- 
eral manager,  until  he  leased  the  quarry,  which 
he  now  operates  for  himself. 

Mr.  Sibley  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  and  has  served  his  town  in  the  various 
offices  of  selectman,  lister,  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1888  was  elected  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  East  Montpelier,  which  honorable  and 
responsible  position  he  now  occupies.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Universalis  society  of  East  Mont- 
pelier, for  which  he  acts  in  the  capacity  of  trustee 
and  clerk ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Order  of  Protection. 

Mr.  Sibley  was  united  in  marriage,  November 
5,  1874,  to  Miss  Susie  L.  Willard,  daughter  of 
Matthew  D.  and  Orlana  (Doty)  Willard,  of 
East  Montpelier.  Two  sons  have  been  born  to 
them:  Lewis  W.,  born  January  2,  1877,  is  a 
graduate  of  Goddard  Seminar}*,  and  is  now  a 
student  in  the  art  of  illustrating  in  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, and  Carl  F.,  born  October  2,  1883,  resides 
with  his  parents. 


CHARLES  LEONARD  HODGES. 

Long  known  as  a  farmer,  the  above  named 
gentleman  and  subject  of  this  sketch  has  of  late 
years  become  still  better  acquainted  with  the  pub- 
lic as  a  traveling  salesman,  with  headquarters 
at  Randolph  Center.  In  addition  to  his  com- 
mercial work  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of. 
postmaster,  and  by  his  varied  lines  of  employ- 
ment is  kept  in  close  touch  with  a  large  number 
of  patrons,  whose  esteem  he  enjoys  both  in  a 
social  and  business  way. 

Charles  L.  Hodges  was  born  in  Williston, 
Vermont,  May  6,  1848,  his  parents  being  Jacob 
S.  and  Elizabeth  (Day)  Hodges.  He  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  Williston  Academy 
and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Randolph  Cen- 
ter, after  which  he  went  west  and  spent  one 
year  in  the  employment  of  a  real  estate  firm  in 
Chicago.  Not  liking  this  business,  however,  he 
returned  to  Vermont  and  engaged  in  farming,  in 
which  occupation  he  continued  until  forty  years- 
old.  He  prospered  in  his  ventures  and  became 
the  owner  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
fine  land  at  Randolph  Center,  where  he  resides 
in  a  conunodious  and  well  appointed  home.  For 
some  time  he  owned  and  successfully  conducted 
a  foundry  business,  but  this  plant  he  has  re- 
cently disposed  of  to  the  Chadwick  Brothers,  of 
Randolph.  For  the  last  fifteen  years  Mr.  Hodges 
has  been  in  the  employment  of  Lister's  Agri- 
cultural Chemical  works,  and  has  ably  repre- 
sented this  establishment  as  their  state  agent. 
On  the  5th  of  July,  1901,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  postmaster  at  Randolph  Center, 
and  since  then  has  acceptably  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  official  position.  He  takes 
an  interest  in  politics,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  one  of  the  Republican  leaders  in  his  county. 
He  has  served  as  town  grand  juryman,  is  an 
influential  member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
and  quite  prominent  m  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1870,  Mr.  Hodges  was 
happily  wedded  to  Miss  Lucy  S.  Washburn,  of 
his  native  town,  with  whom  he  has  since  lived 
on  terms  of  the  greatest  cordiality  and  affection. 
She  has  made  him  the  happy  father  of  an  un- 
usually bright  family  of  children,  whose  names 
in  the  order  of  birth  are:    Charles  E.,  Jennie 
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E.,  Fred  \\\,  Mary  D.  \V.,  Josephine  A.,  Charles 
L.  and  Harold  E.  Charlotte  E.,  the  accomplished 
eldest  daughter,  married  E.  A.  Partridge,  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry  and  electricity  in  the  Normal 
Training  School  of  Philadelphia ;  he  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Pennsylvania  University,  and  owns 
a  handsome  summer  home  at  Randolph  Center. 
Fred  W.,  the  eldest  son,  is  an  employe  of  the 
Western  Electric  Company  of  New  York  city, 
and  a  young  man  of  promise  in  his  chosen  call- 
ing. The  family  enjoy  high  standing,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  Mr.  Hodges  is  regarded 
as  a  man  of  influence  in  the  political,  business 
and  social  world.  His  contact  with  his  fellow 
men  in  the  various  lines  of  activity  that  have 
engaged  his  attention  has  impressed  all  with  his 
sincerity  and  integrity  in  public  as  well  as  in 
private  relations. 

GEORGE  EDWIN  HOI.I.ISTER. 

John  Hollister.  the  American  ancestor  of  the 
Hollister  family,  was  born  in  England  in  the  year 
1012.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  ujion  attaining 
young  manhood  in  164.2  he  emigrated  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Wcthersficld,  Connecticut, 
where  he  !>ecame  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  town.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Joanna  Treat. 

Thomas  Hollister  (2).  son  of  John  and  Jo- 
anna (Treat)  Hollister,  was  born  in  Wethers- 
field.  Connecticut,  in  1049.  He  received  the  edu- 
cational advantages  that  were  afforded  by  the 
district  schools,  and  later  in  life  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  (family  name  unknown). 

Thomas  Hollister  (3).  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Hollister,  was  born  in  the  year  1672. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  antl  u|>on  reaching  manhood  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Dorothy  Hills. 

Thomas  Hollister  (4),  son  of  Thomas  and 
Dorothy  (Hills)  Hollister,  was  born  in  Glaston- 
bury, Connecticut.  January  13,  1707.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  that  town,  and 
subsequently  married  Miss  Abigail  Talcott.  His 
death  occurred  September  17,  1784. 

Josiah  Hollister  (5V,  son  of  Thomas  and  Abi- 
gail (Talcott)  Hollister,  was  born  in  Glaston- 
bury, Connecticut.  February  21,  1756.    He  at- 


tended the  district  school  of  his  native  town,  and 
when  quite  a  young  man  participated  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  served  under  the  command  oi 
General  Washington.  His  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 8,  184Q. 

Josiah  Hollister  (6,.  son  of  Josiah  and  Mary 
(House)  Hollister,  was  born  in  Glastonbury, 
Connecticut.  August  23.  1783.  He  was  a  student 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  town,  and  when  he 
reached  his  majority  he  decided  to  follow  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  at  which  he  met  with  a 
marked  degree  of  success  both  in  Manchester, 
Connecticut,  and  Marshfield,  Vermont.  He  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
different  towns  in  which  he  resided,  and  his  in- 
fluence for  good  was  wide-spread.  He  was 
united  in  marriage.  December  1,  1800.,  to  Mis-, 
Phoebe  Rich,  daughter  of  Captain  Stephen  Rich. 
Mr.  Hollister  died  September  6.  1836. 

Sluphen  Rich  Hollister  (7),  son  of  Josiah  and 
Phoebe  (Rich)  Hollister,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Marshfield,  Washing- 
ton county,  Vermont,  January  5.  1814.  His  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  ujkmi  the  farm  and  in 
attendance  at  the  district  school.  Upon  the  death 
of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  the  farm,  and  he 
pursued  that  occupation  successfully  for  a  great 
number  of  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
success  of  that  party,  never  failing  to  appear  at 
the  ]>ol]s  and  cast  his  vote.  He  has  been  honored 
by  his  townsmen  by  !>eing  elected  to  fill  the  offices 
of  selectman,  a  position  he  occupied  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion,  when  he  was  very  active  in 
securing  soldiers  for  the  army.  For  four  years 
he  served  as  associate  judge  for  Washington 
county,  and  he  also  represented  the  town  of 
Marshfield  in  the  state  legislature.  On  July  14. 
184^,  Mr.  Hollister  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emily  Paeon  Coburn,  who  was  Ijorn  in  the 
town  of  Cal>ot,  Vermont.  December  20.  1820,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Phoebe  Coburn.  Their 
two  children  are:  Josiah,  l>orn  February  22. 
1850.  died  in  1870:  and  George  Edwin,  born 
March  7,  1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollister  are  both 
living  at  this  date  (1902),  with  their  son  George 
Edwin,  on  the  old  homestead  where  they  have  so 
happily  passed  their  long  wedded  life. 

George  Edwin  Hollister  (8).  son  of  Stephen 
Rich  and  Emily  Paeon  (Coburn)  Hollister,  was 
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born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Marsh- 
field,  Vermont,  March  7,  1856.  His  preliminary 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school, 
after  which  lie  became  a  student  in  the  Vermont 
Methodist  Seminary  at  Montpelier,  Vermont; 
subsequently  he  attended  Goddard  Seminary  at 
Barre,  Vermont,  graduating  from  the  English 
department  of  that  institution.  Being  reared 
upon  a  farm,  he  naturally  chose  that  occupation 
for  his  life  work,  and  be  has  become  one  of  the 
most  successful  fanners  in  that  section  of  the 
state,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  follows  advanced 
methods  and  is  always  thoroughly  practical  and 
progressive  in  his  ideas.  The  industry  and  reso- 
lute purpose  which  lead  to  honorable  success  are 
his  and  have  brought  him  a  comfortable  income. 
Mr.  Hollister  is  very  prominent  in  the  town  af- 
fairs, and,  being  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  l>een  a 
worker  in  its  ranks.  I  Ic  held  the  office  of  select- 
man for  a  numlxT  of  years,  and  was  chosen  by 
the  people  to  represent  the  town  in  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1898. 

On  February  14,  1883,  Mr.  Hollister  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Ruby  Snow, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Montpelier, 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  February  24,  1858, 
a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Ruby  (BassetO  Snow. 
Their  children  are:  Edith  Sarah,  bom  on  the 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Marshfield.  Vermont, 
October  11.  1885:  and  Carrie  Emily,  born  on  the 
homestead.  October  21,  1887. 

CHARLES  NEWELL  BARBER. 

<  "harles  Newel!  Barber,  a  prominent  and  in- 
llueutial  citizen  of  the  town  of  I  Jarre,  Vermont,  is 
a  descendant  of  Cyrus  Barber,  who  was  bom  in 
the  town  of  W  arwick.  Massachusetts,  in  the  year 
1784.  He  obtained  bis  education  in  the  district 
school  of  his  nati\e  town,  and  upon  attaining 
young  manhood  chose  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  conducted  a  farm  in  Waltham.  Massachusetts, 
for  a  few  years,  where  he  was  very  successful  in 
the  pnxhiction  of  a  general  line  of  garden  truck. 
About  the  year  1S10  be  settled  upon  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Barre.  Washington  county,  Vermont. 
There  he  remained  until  i860,  when  he  located  in 
the  village  of  Barre.  where  he  resided  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  lite.    He  took  a  prominent  part  in 


the  political  affairs  of  the  town  and  was  honored 
by  his  townsmen  by  being  elected  to  hold  town 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  During  the 
war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  company  of  volun- 
teers, commanded  by  Captain  Warren  Ellis, 
which  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
men  :  the  company  left  Barre  for  Burlington,  in- 
tending tc  participate  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg, 
but,  the  means  of  transportation  not  being  ade- 
quate to  the  demands,  they  did  not  arrive  at 
l'lattsburg  in  time  to  take  part  in  that  struggle. 
As  a  reward  for  his  bravery  and  heroism  on  the 
field  of  battle  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
state  militia.  He  was  *  faithful  member  and 
served  as  deacon  on  the  Congregational  church 
of  Barre.  ami  it  was  through  his  instrumentality, 
with  the  aid  of  two  other  members,  that  the  new- 
church  edifice  was  erected.  In  order  to  acquire 
the  necessary  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ing they  mortgaged  their  farms,  and  then  sold 
the  scats  to  reimburse  themselves.  Mr.  Barlnrr 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Miss 
Caroline  Babcock,  who  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children;  Mr.  Barber  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Nancy  Cook,  of  Greensboro,  Vermont.  His 
death  occurred  in  the  town  of  Barre  in  1867,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Cyrus  Whitney  Barber,  son  of  Cyrus  and 
Caroline  Barber,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  the  town  of  Barre,  June  19,  1823.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
the  remainder  of  his  time  was  spent  in  assisting 
with  the  work  on  the  farm.  Here  he  resided  all 
his  life  with  the  exception  of  tour  years,  which 
were  passed  in  the  town  of  Calais.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  was  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  took  a  keen  interest  in 
all  local  affairs;  he  was  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  town  and  was  highly  respected  by  all 
his  ncighljors.  On  February  26,  1846,  Mr.  Bar- 
ber married  Miss  Elvira  Willey,  who  was  born 
Inly  4.  1S22,  and  the  following  named  children 
were  lx>rn  to  them:  Emily  Elvira,  born  June  9, 
1S4S,  died  December  3,  1853:  Charles  Newell, 
born  April  13,  1852;  Edwina  Caroline,  born  De- 
cember H».  1853.  married  Wilbert  M.  Spear,  and 
they  are  residents  of  Barre,  Vermont ;  Laura 
Ella,  born  June  17.  1856,  wife  of  Clarence  G. 
Carr.  and  they  also  reside  in  the  town  of  Barre. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  January  27, 
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1892,  in  the  same  room  in  which  he  was  born,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  May  17,  1884. 

Charles  Newell  Barber,  oldest  son  of  Cyrus 
Whitney  and  Elvira  Barber,  was  born  on  the 
Barber  homestead  in  the  town  of  Barre,  Wash- 
ington county,  Vermont,  April  13,  1852.  His 
literary  education  was  acquired  at  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after  completing 
his  studies  he  assisted  his  father  with  the  work 
on  the  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
He  then  pursued  the  study  of  veterinary  surgery 
in  order  to  assist  him  to  properly  care  for  the 
stock  on  his  farm;  he  became  so  proficient  in 
this  vocation  that  his  services  were  frequently  in 
demand  by  his.  neighbors  when  there  was  any 
illness  among  the  cattle.  He  further  prosecuted 
his  studies  in  this  line  under  the  able  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Alexander  in  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire ;  aided  by  a  fine  library  on  this  science 
which  he  purchased,  and  by  his  own  exertions,  he 
has  become  one  of  the  leading  veterinary  sur- 
geons, having  a  large  practice  both  in  the  state 
of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  In  addition 
to  this  business  he  has  also  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  he  has 
been  very  successful  in  both  these  undertakings. 

Politically  Mr.  Barber  is  a  firm  adherent  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  held 
the  office  of  lister  for  fourteen  years,  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  since  1886,  and  has  filled 
other  town  offices,  including  that  of  town  auditor 
and  grand  juror,  and  he  was  also  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  town  of  Barre  in  the  state  legislature 
of  jqoo.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Barber  was  united  in  marriage,  February 
27,  1881,  to  Miss  Ella  L.  Bancroft,  the  adopted 
daughter  of  A.  J.  Bancroft.  Their  children  are: 
Dan  Cyrus,  born  May  10.  1883,  at  the  present 
time  engaged  as  a  druggist  in  the  city  of  Barre ; 
Charles  Newell.  Jr..  born  September  8,  1884,  a 
student  in  the  high  school  at  Barre;  George  Jack- 
son, born  January  19,  1892.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  June  3,  1894.  Mr.  Barber  then  con- 
tracted an  alliance,  February  24,  1897,  with  Miss 
Bessie  May  Morrill,  who  was  born  at  Stock- 
bridge,  Vermont,  January  19,  1875,  a  daughter 
of  Ira  Smith  and  Betsy  Eliza  (Emery)  Morrill. 
Their  children  are:    Justin  Morrill,  born  June 


2,  1898;  a  daughter,  born  July  16,  1900,  lived  to 
be  one  day  old;  Ruth  Aileen,  born  November  15, 
1901 ;  Elizabeth  Elvira,  born  May  9,  1903. 

JOHN  BARSTOW. 

John  Barstow,  formerly  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  honored 
English  family.  The  progenitor  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  family  was  John  Barstow,  one  of 
four  brothers  who  were  born  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, whence  they  emigrated  to  this  country,  two 
settling  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  one  in 
Watertown  and  the  other  in  Dedham,  Massachu- 
setts. Their  names  were  George,  Michael,  John 
and  William.  John  Barstow,  son  of  John,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Hatch,  January 
16,  1678,  and  their  son,  Job  Barstow,  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Bushncll.  To  Job  and  Rebecca 
(Bushncll)  Barstow  was  born  a  son,  John,  De- 
cember 31,  1724,  who  married  Jerusha  New- 
comb,  of  Franklin,  Connecticut,  and  settled  in 
Canterbury,  Connecticut,  about  1750,  where  he 
died  February  9,  1796,  aged  seventy-one,  and  his 
remains,  with  those  of  his  wife,  "lie  in  the  old 
graveyard  in  Westminster  parish." 

His  son,  Ebcnezer  Barstow,  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Ebenczer  Barstow  was  born  in 
Canterbury,  Connecticut,  September  17,  1756. 
After  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town  he  removed  to  Ver- 
mont and  settled  in  Shelburne,  where  he  pur- 
chased and  successfully  conducted  a  farm.  He 
also  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  there 
displaying  great  courage  and  bravery.  For  his 
wife  he  chose  Miss  Esther  Owen,  of  Colchester, 
Vermont,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children :  Anne,  born  October  30, 
1786,  marired  Theodore  Catlin,  and  died  March 
13,  1857;  Elisha,  who  was  born  June  10,  1788, 
married  Betsy  Ilolabird,  and  died  November  2, 
1865;  Heman,  born  April  11,  1790,  married  Lo- 
rain Lyon,  and  died  February  27,  1868:  John, 
born  March  13,  1792,  died  April  2,  1873;  Sophia, 
born  February  1,  1794,  married  Elwood  Irish, 
and  died  March  9,  1833;  Jervis,  born  April  26, 
1796,  married  Pamela  Blin,  and  died  May  24, 
1859;  Lura  B.,  born  July  3,  1798,  married  Ben- 
jamin Irish,  and  died  June  5,  i860;  Lucy  New- 
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comb,  born  May  21,  1800,  married  Daniel  P. 
Adams,  and  died  January  29,  t8~o;  Jerusha, 
born  May  24,  1802,  died  September  1,  1859;  Ira 
Owen,  born  April  17,  1804,  married  Lodowiska 
Porter,  and  died  September  24,  1868 ;  and  George 
Lester,  who  was  born  September  17,  1809,  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Caroline  Famsworth  and 
afterward  to  Mrs.  Sarah  II.  Mann,  and  his 
deatli  occurred  on  the  19th  of  March,  1897.  The 
father  of  these  children  was  called  to  his  final 
rest  on  the  30th  of  March,  1834,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  September  G,  1824,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years. 

John  Barstow,  the  third  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
Esther  O.  Barstow,  was  bom  in  Shelburne,  Ver- 
mont, March  13,  1792.  He  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  receiving  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools,  while  later  he  prepared  for  a 
collegiate  course,  but  was  obliged  to  abandon  this 
on  account  of  failing  eyesight.  He  then  taught 
school  for  several  years,  atid  in  1815  removed  to 
Pike,  New  York,  settling  on  the  Holland  pur- 
chase, where  he  made  his  home  for  the  suc- 
ceeding four  years.  Returning  on  the  expiration 
of  that  period  to  the  state  of  Vermont,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Burlington,  on  Dorset  street, 
and  was  an  "honest,  industrious  and  successful 
farmer'  (his  own  expression).  lie  won  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resided.  He  was  formerly  an 
old-line  Whig  in  his  political  views,  but  later 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
on  its  ticket  was  elected  to  the  office  of  select- 
man, a  position  which  he  held  for  a  number  of 
years.  On  the  19th  of  December,  181 5,  Mr. 
Barstow  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda 
Harmon  Crossman,  who  was  born  in  Hinesburg, 
Vermont,  April  15,  1794,  being  a  daughter  of 
Rufus  and  Jerusha  (Harmon)  Crossman,  their 
marriage  having  been  celebrated  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1790,  in  Vermont.  Six  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barstow,  the  eldest  of  whom 
was  Rufus  Mason  Augustus,  born  in  Pike,  New 
York,  February  13,  1819,  and  died  April  26, 
1886.  The  second  son,  George  Frederick,  born 
January  5,  1823,  died  May  18,  1893;  he  was  a 
merchant  in  Chicago,  and  later  was  engeged  in 
farming  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  He  married  Miss 
Genevieve  D.  Hinsdale,  and  their  six  children 
are :  James  Spencer,  who  was  born  February  16, 
36  x 


i860,  married  Nellie  Whittemore,  and  their  only 
child  died  in  infancy;  Fayette  Crossman.  who 
was  born  January  22,  1862,  married  Eleanor 
Kcasey,  and  they  have  three  children,  John  H. 
Barstow,  born  June  6,  1896,  Eleanor,  born  July 
15,  1900.  and  James,  born  February  13.  1003; 
George  Mitchell  was  born  January  18,  1*64; 
Fanny,  born  May  3,  1866,  married  B.  LeRoy  IVr- 
kins,  and  their  son,  George  Barstow,  was  born 
July  8,  1902;  Lucy  died  in  infancy;  and  Dorothy, 
born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  October  22,  1872,  mar- 
ried Fred  W.  Pettibone,  of  Quitman,  Mississippi, 
and  their  bright  child,  Genevieve,  was  born  May 
24.  1900.  The  third  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
stow, John  Lafayette,  born  September  3,  1827, 
went  to  California  in  1850,  and  later  had  charge 
of  silver  mines  in  different  states  in  Mexico, 
spending  thirty-five  years  in  California  and  Mex- 
ico; he  died  on  the  21st  of  August,  1901.  The 
fourth  son,  Heman  Jervis,  was  born  March  5, 
1830;  he  served  during  the  Civil  war  as  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company  in  the  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Regiment,  and  his  death  occurred  on  the- 
29th  of  January,  1870.  The  fifth  child,  Matilda- 
Salome,  was  born  June  18,  1835,  and  resides  mi 
the  old  homestead  on  which  she  was  born,  being 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family.  The  youngest 
child,  Harmon  Crossman,  was  born  July  24. 
and  died  February  5,  1840.  Mr.  Barstow  of  this 
review  passed  to  his  final  rest  on  the  2d  of  April, 
1873,  and  his  wife  died  April  24,  1861. 

FRANCIS  EUGENE  WILLARD. 

Francis  Eugene  Willard,  an  enterprising  and 
successful  business  man  of  Brattleboro,  was  born 
in  this  village.  May  1,  1836,  a  son  of  Nelson  and 
Elvira  (Allyn)  Willard.  Peter  Wilhard,  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  was  for  many  years  proprie- 
tor of  a  hotel  at  East  Dummcrston,  Vermont, 
where  his  death  occurred,  while  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, in  1841. 

Nelson  Willard,  father  of  Francis  E.,  lived  to 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  dying  in  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont. He  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
when  young,  but  was  afterwards  employed  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  being  also  a  slate-roofer  and 
quarryman,  operating  slate  quarries  on  his  own 
land.   He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affilia- 
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tions.  He  married  Elvira  Allyn,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Francis  E.  Willard  acquired  a  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schwls  of  Dummerston, 
where  he  resided  from  the  age  of  ten  years  until 
attaining  his  majority,  in  the  meantime  learning 
the  trade  of  a  slate-roofer  from  his  father.  Com- 
ing then  to  P.rattleboro,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  C.  II.  Pierce,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
until  1887,  the  firm  name  being  Willard  &  Pierce. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  Willard  has  carried  on  busi- 
ness alone,  employing  a  large  number  of  men,  and 
having  almost  exclusive  control  of  the  slate- 
ro  'ling  trade  in  Prattlelioro  and  vicinity. 

Politically  Mr.  Willard  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  fraternally  is  a  member  of 
Wantastiquct  Lodge  No.  5.  1.  U.  O.  P..  <>f  the 
S<xic!y  of  Rebekah.  and  of  the  Protective  Grange. 
Prom  1802  until  1S63  he  served  in  the  Crattle- 
lx>ro  tire  depaitment.  He  married.  October  17, 
1S01.  FHen  Fowler,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

FREDERICK  FLETCHER.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Frederick  Fletcher,  the  leading  physician 
of  Bradford,  Vermont,  also  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  medical  examiner  for  various  insurance  coin- 
panic-,  among  which  are  the  Mutual  Life,  the 
New  York  Life,  the  Kquitable  Life,  the  lnited 
Slates  I  ite.  the  National  of  Mont]>elier,  the 
Nortnwestern  Lite,  the  Washington  Life  and 
others,  was  born  at  Thetford.  \  ermont,  January 
17.  'K-M. 

The  name  of  the  family  was  originally  spelled 
Pledger,  and  was  the  name  of  the  trade  of  a 
maker  of  arrows.  The  earliest  ancestors  of  the 
family  were  of  English  or  W  elsh  stock,  and  emi- 
grated from  Yorkshire  to  the  l  nited  Slates,  the 
name  Wing  still  common  in  the  former  named 
place  Robert  Fletcher,  the  progenitor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family,  settled  at  Con- 
cord. Massachusetts,  in  1030..  being  then  in  the 
thirtv -ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  hail  at  that 
time  three  sons.  Luke.  William  and  Samuel.  <  >f 
these.  William.  l>orn  in  Fngtand  m  M came 
with  his  father,  when  eight  \ears  old.  t<>  Concord. 
\las-.;tch',!setts.  j.wlnia  Fletcher,  -on  of  William 
'"■(  !■  !ier.  w.,s  U.rn  in  K^S  and  t'.t  his  rir~t  wife 
:>-;irrieil  '  irissu »  Jewell,  and  for  his  second  wife, 


Sarah  Willy.  Captain  Joseph,  son  of  Joshua 
Fletcher,  settled  and  resided  for  many  years  in 
Wcstford,  Massachusetts,  married  Sarah  Adams, 
of  Concord,  and  of  their  children,  Joseph  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Underwood,  and  among  their  chil- 
dren was  one  by  the  name  of  Jonathan,  who  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Lucy  Taylor;  he  was  a 
prominent  resident  of  Dunstable,  Massachusetts, 
and  in  178 1  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Han- 
cock to  act  in  the  capacity  01  captain  of  militia. 
Of  their  children,  Joseph,  born  in  1777,  married 
Rachel  Emerson,  and  in  1803  they  removed  to 
Thetford,  Vermont.  Their  children  were  :  Lucy, 
born  in  Thetford,  became  the  wife  of  Elias  E. 
Cheney,  of  Danville,  Vermont;  Jonathan  Emer- 
son ;  Mary  Dandrich  became  the  wife  of  Thomas 
L.  Gilbert,  a  successful  agriculturist  of  Lyme, 
New  Hampshire;  Annira  became  the  wife  of 
Quincey  Gerry,  of  Thetford,  Vermont;  Samuel; 
and  Oramel  Fletcher. 

Samuel  l'letcher,  son  of  Joseph  ami  Rachel 
l'letcher,  was  born  November  5,  1813,  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Thetford,  Vermont, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  the  commercial, 
political  and  social  life  of  the  town.  He  married 
Harriet  Palmer  of  Woodstock,  Vermont,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  May  to.  184.?.  Their 
children  were:  Frederick,  born  January  17. 
1844:  Catherine,  born  November  2,  1S45;  Mar- 
garet, born  May  13,  1847;  and  Julia,  born  <  K> 
tolxr  22,  18417.  Mrs.  Fletcher  was  a  daughter  of 
David  Palmer,  who  was  born  in  178X  at  Ponlt- 
nev.  Vermont,  the  son  of  James  Palmer,  a  well 
known  resident  of  Stonington,  Connecticut. 
David  Palmer  was  a  self-educated  man.  hi* 
mother  having  held  a  pine  torch  for  him  to  study 
by.  He  early  became  a  student  of  medicine,  and 
became  the  .lean  of  Woodstock  Medical  College, 
the  first  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  stale  of 
Vermont,  was  also  connected  with  the  Castle- 
ton  Medical  College  at  one  time.  He  was  also 
a  genera!  practitioner  of  medicine  111  the  town* 
of  Clarendon.  Thetford  and  Woodstock,  and  sttK- 
seqtiently  l»evamc  an  instructor  in  the  IVrkshire 
Medical  t  ollege.  While  acting  as  professor  of 
chemistry  in  that  institution  he  received  injuries 
that  resulted  in  his  death,  while  in  the  act  of 
performing  an  experiment  proving  the  huminc 
of  phosphorus  under  water;  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  medical  practitioners  of  his  day.  Dr. 
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rainier  married  Lavinia  Bigelow.  daughter  of 
Colonel  William  Bigelow  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
who  resided  in  C  larendon  Springs,  Rutland 
county,  Vermont.  Their  children  were:  Dr. 
Benjamin  Rush  Palmer,  who  became  a  great 
physician  and  medical  lecturer,  and  held  a  pro- 
fessorship in  the  Woodstock  Medical  College,  as 
well  as  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  and  later 
served  as  instructor  of  anatomy  in  the  Buffalo 
Medical  College.  For  many  years  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  his  death 
occurred,  while  a  lecturer  on  anatomy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville.  He  was  survived  bv  a 
son,  Dr.  Edward  1 'aimer,  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  and  two  grandsons,  also 
connected  with  the  same  institution  at  the  pres- 
ent time  <  Kjoj  l  as  professors.  |2)  Dr.  Harry 
Hodges  1 'aimer,  one  of  the  well  known  and  emi- 
nent physicians  of  Vermont,  died  at  Ludlow, 
Vermont,  (j)  George  became  a  machinist  and 
died  in  Austria.  (4)  Sophia  was  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Taylor.  (5)  Harriet  was  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Fletcher.  (6)  Catherine  was  unmarried. 
Dr.  Palmer's  paternal  grandmother  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  an  F.merson,  who  was  killed  at  the  l>altle 
of  Saratoga,  and  who  was  closely  related  to 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  Dr.  Palmer's  death  oc- 
curred in  the  year  1840,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years. 

Dr.  Frederick  Fletcher  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  Thctford  Academy  and  later  be- 
gan  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Dartmouth  College,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1870. 
He  then  located  at  Strafford,  Vermont,  where 
he  practiced  his  profession  for  twelve  years ;  in 
1882  he  removed  to  Bradford,  Vermont,  and 
during  the  intervening  years  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  His 
interest  in  his  profession  is  deep  and  abiding, 
arising  from  his  love  of  scientific  research  and 
from  his  earnest  desire  to  be  of  benefit  to  his 
fello\v  men.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
White  Mountain  Medical  Society,  the  White 
River  Valley  Medical  Society  ;  he  is  also  con- 
nected with  Charity  I«odge  No.  4.1,  F.  &•  A.  M.. 
Mt.. Lebanon  Chapter,  Bradford  Council,  and  the 
Eastern  Star.  Dr.  Fletcher  has  also  lx*en  ap- 
pointed to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  United 
States  pension  examining  board,  and  health  offi- 


cer tor  the  town  of  Bradford.  On  April  14, 
1875,  Dr.  Fletcher  married  Ella  Kent,  daughter 
of  George  Kent  of  Strafford,  Vermont. 

JAMES  EDWARD  BAILEY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended  from 
Joshua  and  Sarah  (Chase)  Bailey,  the  former 
named  a  native  of  Wales,  and  the  latter  of  New- 
buryport.  Massachusetts,  where  was  their  home. 
Their  son.  George  Washington  Bailey,  was  born 
Julv  27.  1798.  He  received  a  common  English 
education,  and  in  1820  he  removed  to  Elmore, 
Vermont,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1852 
he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Fanners'  Mutual 
F'ire  Insurance  Company  of  Montpelier,  to  which 
place  he  had  removed,  and  he  occupied  this 
]>osition  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Aug- 
ust, 1869.  He  was  energetic  and  public  spirited, 
successful  in  business,  and  was  held  in  general 
esteem.  December  21,  1820,  he  was  married 
to  Rebecca,  fifth  child  of  Eliphalet  Warren,  at 
Berlin,  Vermont,  and  ten  children  were  horn  of 
this  marriage. 

Charles  Wesley  Bailey,  son  of  the  parent* 
last  named,  was  born  at  Elmore,  Vermont,  Feb- 
ruary ().  1 83 1.  He  was  educated  in  the  acad- 
emies at  Morrisville  and  Bakersfield.  ami  for  some 
years  was  engaged  as  a  school  teacher.  In  1855 
he  removed  to  Montpelier,  where  he  busied  him- 
self as  a  merchant  and  dealer  in  live  stock,  after 
1866  confining  himself  entirely  to  the  latter  oc- 
cupation, and  in  1861  he  furnished  the  national 
government  with  large  numbers  of  horses  for 
army  pur|mses.  He  held  liberal  views  in  religion, 
and  was  a  Republican  in  politic*.  In  June,  1857, 
he  married  Olive  Eaton,  who  was  bom  in  Mor- 
ristown,  Vermont,  May  12,  1834.  She  was  de- 
scended from  John  liaton,  a  son  of  Nicholas 
Eaton,  of  Dover.  England.  John  Eaton  camt- 
to  America  in  the  ship  Elizabeth  ami  Ann  in 
April.  t'<3;;.  and  settled  in  Watertown,  Massa- 
chusetts. In  1037  he  removed  to  Dedham.  where 
he  was  chosen  to  minor  town  offices.  He  was 
a  Puritan  in  religion.  In  lineal  descent  from 
him  were  his  son  John,  and  his  grandson  Thomas. 
The  latter  named  moved  in  1722  to  Ashford.  Con- 
necticut, whence  five  of  his  grandsons  went 
north.  James  to  Springfield.  David  (grandfather 
of  Honorable  Dorman  B.  Eaton)  to  Hanover. 
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New  Hampshire,  Ephraim  to  Hinsdale,  New 
Hampshire,  and  two  others  to  Vermont.  Ephraim 
located  in  Morristowti,  Vermont,  and  his  son 
Ephraim  was  the  father  of  Olive,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Wesley  F.ailcy. 

The  children  of  Charles  \V.  Bailey  and  Olive 
Eaton  were  Burnside  B.,  Florence  and  James 
Edward  Bailey.  Burnside  B.  Bailey  was  born  at 
Elmore,  Vermont.  He  completed  the  high  school 
course  in  Montpelicr,  prepared  for  college  at 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  and  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  and  from  the  Harvard 
Law  School.  He  was  deputy  secretary  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  agent  tor  the  Central  Vermont 
Railway  for  some  years,  and  afterward  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business,  lie  married  Fannie 
Hubbard  Fifield,  daughter  of  Hon.  B.  F.  Fifield. 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  Charles 
Fifield,  Marion,  and  Franklin  F'ifield  Bailey. 
Florence  Bailey,  daughter  of  Charles  Wesley 
Bailey,  became  the  wife  of  Jesse  S.  Vilas,  and  a 
daughter,  Katharine,  was  born  of  their  mar- 
riage. 

James  Edward  Bailey,  second  son  of  Charles 
Wesley  and  Olive  (Eaton)  Bailey,  was  born  No- 
vember 6,  1873,  Montpelier,  Vermont.  He 
was  educated  in  the  Montpelier  high  school  and 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Andover,  Massachu- 
setts, and  afterward  completed  a  commercial 
course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College 
at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  entered  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  and 
served  for  some  time  as  exchange  clerk,  when 
he  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  bookkeenr. 
In  180/.  he  was  appointed  ticket  agent  in  the 
Central  Railway  Station  at  Montpelier.  In  18*57 
he  entered  upon  his  present  ocupation  as  manager 
of  the  Pavilion  Hotel  in  the  same  city.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  a  Congrcgationahst,  in  jwlitics  a  Re- 
publican, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Apollo  Club. 

Mr.  Bailey  married  in  Montpelier.  December 
14,  1899,  Miss  Cora  Eugenia  Gillette,  daughter 
of  Charles  Melvin  and  Ellen  Adelia  (Chaffee) 
Gillette.  Her  father  was  born  in  Bridport. 
Vermont.  February  6,  184 1,  and  is  a  pension 
examiner  in  the  law  division  of  the  pension  office 
in  Washington  city,  and  has  served  as  a  special 
pension  examiner  in  Michigan,  Ohio.  Pennsyl- 
vania, Vermont  and  West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Bailey 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Washington  high  school  and 


of  the  Berlitz  School  of  Languages.  One  child 
has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Edward 
Bailey,  Eleanor  Eaton  Bailey,  on  October  17, 
1902. 

GENERAL  PERLEY  P.  PITKIN. 

General  Perley  Peabody  Pitkin,  deceased,  for 
six  years  quartermaster  general  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  was  bom  in  Marshfield,  Vermont, 
March  9,  1826,  and  was  descended  from  a  pioneer 
ancestry.  Stephen  Pitkin,  grandfather  of  Gen- 
eral Pitkin,  was  born  and  reared  in  East  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  In  March,  1795,  he  migrated 
to  Vermont,  settling  in  Marshfield,  Washington 
county,  where  he  redeemed  a  large  farm  from" 
the  wilderness,  and  there  resided  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  energy 
and  excellent  business  capacity,  and  became  a 
leader  :n  the  industrial,  political  and  social  af- 
fairs of  the  town.  In  1802  he  established  the 
first  sawmill  in  the  village,  while  in  1818  he 
introduced  the  first  gristmill,  operating  both  suc- 
cessfully in  connection  with  general  fanning.  He 
had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  representative 
from  Marshfield  to  the  state  legislature,  an  office 
to  which  he  was  subsequently  elected  twelve 
times,  and  for  several  years  he  was  also  the  as- 
sistant judge  of  the  county  court.  Also  interested 
in  military  affairs,  he  was  elected  in  1807  as  cap- 
tain of  the  first  military  company  organized  in 
Marshfield,  in  which  he  served  so  efficiently  that 
he  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  office  of 
major  of  his  regiment,  a  title  by  which  he  was 
familiarly  known  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Damasas 
Goodwin,  and  his  death  occurred  in  the  vear 
1834. 

Truman  Pitkin,  father  of  General  Pitkin,  was 
born  on  the  parental  homestead  in  Marshfield, 
Vermont.  April  24,  1800,  and  in  his  early  life 
was  engaged  in  milling,  owning  and  operating  a 
saw  and  grist  mill,  but  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  of  his  activity  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  On  December  31,  1822,  Mr.  Pitkin 
married  Rebecca  P.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  General 
Perley  Davis,  of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  and  after 
her  death,  which  occurred  September  17,  1847, 
Mr.  Pitkin  married  Nancy  Wing,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Wing.    General  Davis  was  born  March 
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31,  1766,  in  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  now  known 
as  Charlton.  On  May  4,  1787,  he  came  to  Ver- 
mont, becoming  the  first  settler  of  what  is  now 
East  Montpelier,  where  he  cleared  and  improved 
a  valuable  estate,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  was  very  prominent  in 
military  circles,  having  been  chosen  in  1794  as 
captain  of  the  first  military  company  organized 
in  that  town,  while  in  the  same  year  he  was  made 
major  of  the  regiment,  which  was  composed  of 
companies  from  that  and  the  surrounding  towns. 
In  1798  he  was  commissioned  colonel,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1799,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier  general,  and  was  one  of  the  volunteers 
at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  where  he  was  an 
active  participant.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in 
local  and  state  affairs,  having  been  especially  in- 
terested in  founding  the  town  library  and  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  education,  while  on  two 
occasions  he  represented  his  town  in  the  state 
legislature.  In  1794  General  Davis  married  Re- 
becca Peabody,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Stephen 
Peabody,  and  seven  daughters  blessed  their 
union.  General  Davis  died  April  14,  1848,  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  who  passed  away  February 
5.  1854. 

Perlev  P.  Pitkin  resided  on  the  home  farm  un- 
til he  attained  mature  years,  receiving  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  his  studies 
were  completed  in  Washington  county  grammar 
school  at  Montpelier,  Vermont.  Making  the 
journey  to  California  in  1851,  he  remained  in 
that  state  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he 
was  successfully  engaged  in  mining  and  trading, 
and  on  returning  to  the  cast  settled  in  East  Mont- 
pelier, which  he  represented  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture in  1859  a"d  lS«o.  having  hcen  a  member  of 
the  special  session  of  that  body  which  convened 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  At  once 
offering  his  services  to  the  government,  he  was 
commissioned  regimental  quartermaster  of  the 
Second  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  was  there  for 
a  time,  when  ho  was  appointed  brigade  quarter- 
master of  the  First  Vermont  Mrigade.  In  April, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  be  assistant  quar- 
termaster of  volunteers  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain, and  reported  to  General  Rufus  Ingalls, 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
At  White  House,  Virginia.    The  work  assigned 


to  Captain  Pitkin  was  the  receiving  of  supplies 
at  the  army  base  from  the  fleet  of  army  vessels 
and  distributing  them  to  the  several  army  corps. 
In  this  labor  Captain  Pitkin  had  under  him  over 
twelve  hundred  civilian  employes  at  a  time.  When 
the  army  was  withdrawn  from  the  peninsula  he 
was  ordered  to  Washington  with  his  brigade  of 
subordinates  and  thence  (during  the  Antietam 
campaign)  to  Harper's  Ferry,  where  he  was  chief 
depot  quartermaster  in  charge  of  all  the  sup- 
plies for  the  army.  This  most  responsible  posi- 
tion he  held  at  the  bases  of  supply  of  the  army 
established  successively  at  Warcrnton  Junction, 
Falmouth,  Belle  Plain,  and  Aquia  Creek,  Wash- 
ington, Frederick,  Maryland  (during  the  Gettys- 
burg campaign),  and  Alexandria,  from  which 
point  the  army  was  supplied  during  the  winter  of 
1863-64,  its  principal  supply  station  being  at 
Brandy  Station,  fifty-seven  miles  from  the  base, 
with  branch  dejxws  at  Bealton  and  Culpepper. 
When  General  Grant's  overland  campaign  began 
in  May,  1864,  the  surplus  supplies  having  been 
sent  back  to  Alexandria.  Captain  Pitkin  was 
placed  in  chief  charge  of  the  immense  train  of 
four  thousand  wagons,  which  carried  ten  days' 
rations  for  the  army,  with  ammunition  and  other 
supplies.  While  at  Spottsylvania,  Captain  Pit- 
kin was  selected  to  be  the  bearer  of  despatches 
from  General  Grant  to  the  war  department,  which 
could  be  entrusted  only  to  a  most  responsible 
messenger.  With  an  escort  of  regular  cavalry 
he  made  the  journey  to  Washington  and  back  in 
four  days,  and  then  resumed  his  duties  as  chief 
dcj)ot  quartermaster  at  Belle  Plain.  Here,  to 
the  care  of  the  enormous  quantities  of  supplies 
which  were  provided  for  the  further  overland 
march  of  the  army,  were  added  the  duties  at- 
tending the  arrival  of  thousands  of  recruits  and 
reinforcements;  the  receipt  of  many  thousands 
of  prisoners,  arriving  from  the  front  to  be  for- 
warded to  Alexandria  and  Annapolis;  and  the 
care  of  the  army  of  wounded  and  sick  soldiers, 
on  their  way  to  the  general  hospitals.  Captain 
Pitkin  moved  with  the  supply  depot,  successively 
to  Port  Royal  on  the  Rappahannock,  White 
House  on  the  Pamunk<>\.  and  City  Point  on  the 
James,  where  he  remained  as  chief  depot  quarter- 
master during  the  summer  of  1864.  July  8, 
1864.  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel 
and  assistant  quartermaster.    During  this  ]>oriod 
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the  army  numbered  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  with  fifty  thousand  horses  and 
mules.  For  the  subsistence-  of  the  former  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  oi  bread,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  of  meat,  ten 
thousand  pounds  of  coffee,  ten  thousand  pounds 
of  sugar,  and,  when  obtainable,  large  quantities 
of  vegetables,  were  furnished  each  day ;  while 
the  latter  consumed  over  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  grain  and  an  equal  quantity  of  forage 
daily.  Once  in  three  or  four  months  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pairs  of  shoes,  and  two  hundred 
thousand  pairs  of  stockings,  and  at  a  little  longer 
period  of  time  as  many  coats  and  pantaloons,  and 
twice  as  many  changes  of  under-clothing  were 
distributed.  For  each  periodical  shoeing  of  the 
animals,  Colonel  Pitkin  received  and  distributed 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  horse  shoes. 
Add  to  all  this  the  care  and  transportation  of  the 
enormous  quantities  of  ordnance  and  surgical  sup- 
plies required  where  armies  of  such  magnitude 
were  in  constant  collision,  and  it  may  be  realized 
that  the  duties  of  the  chief  quartermaster  in 
charge  of  the  army  base  were  such  as  could  be 
borne  only  by  a  man  of  great  physical  vigor, 
as  well  as  superior  executive  ability  and  untiring 
industry.  They  were  performed  by  Colonel  Pit- 
kin with  an  ability  and  fidelity  which  won  for  him 
the  unvarying  commendation  of  his  superiors. 
The  successive  commanders  of  the  army  all  recog- 
nized his  value,  and  relied  on  him  with  a  confi- 
dence which  was  never  disappointed.  The  opin- 
ion of  his  immediate  superior  is  expressed  in 
the  annual  rejiort  of  General  Rufus  Ingalls,  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1863,  in  the  following 
words : 

"To  the  quartermasters  of  this  army  1  feel 
under  a  great  weight  of  indebtedness,  especially 
to  those  who  have  had  charge  of  the  great  de- 
pots. I  have  referred  to  them  in  the  body  of  this 
report,  still  1  would  be  doing  much  injustice  if 
I  did  not  mention  Captain  P.  P.  Pitkin,  assistant 
quartermaster,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  great 
depots,  and  whose  business  for  the  year  has  been 
extremely  heavy.  He  is  a  most  meritorious,  ener- 
getic and  trustworthy  officer."  This  is  the  highest 
praise  accorded  to  any  man  in  the  report.  In 
November,  1864,  after  two  years  of  such  service, 
in  positions  sreond  only  to  the  highest  in  responsi- 


bility, and  second  to  none  in  labor  and  care,  Col- 
onel Pitkin  resigned  his  position  in  the  army,  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  as  quartermaster  general  of 
the  state  of  Vermont.  Late  in  November,  1864, 
the  governor  of  Vermont  insisted  that  Colonel 
Pitkin  must  return  to  take  the  important  office 
of  quartermaster  general  of  the  state,  to  which 
he  had  been  unanimously  elected  by  the  legisla- 
ture. Greatly  to  General  Grant's  regret,  Colonel 
Pitkin  obeyed  his  governor  and  resigned  his 
office.  He  held  the  new  office  for  the  six  fol- 
lowing years,  and  then  declined  a  re-election. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  General  Pitkin 
resided  in  Montpclier  and  embarked  with  two 
partners  in  a  new  enteqirisc,  the  manufacture  of 
sawmills,  establishing  a  business  that  later  de- 
veloped into  the  l^anc  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  which  he  was  at  first  manager.  In  1888  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  company,  serving 
in  that  capacity  until  the  time  of  his  death.  A 
public-spirited,  loyal  citizen,  he  was  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  town  and  county,  and  never 
shirked  the  responsibilities  of  office,  for  he  served 
as  selectman  during  the  years  1 868-70-74-77-79- 
80,  was  a  representative  to  the  state  legislature 
in  1872  and  for  many  years  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Washington  county  grammar  school  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Mont|»elier  school  board.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  General  Pitkin  was  officially 
connected  with  several  institutions  or  organiza- 
tions, being  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Hank,  a  |M>sition  that  he  held  continuohsly  from 
his  election  in  June,  1866 ,  a  director  in  the  Na- 
tional Life  Insurance  Company,  in  whicli  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  finance  committee  since 
June,  1878;  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  Green  Mountain  cemetery,  being  chosen 
to  that  office  March  2,  1880. 

On  April  4,  1848,  General  Pitkin  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Caroline  M.  Tcmplcton,  daughter 
of  James  Tcmplcton,  of  East  Montpclier,  Ver- 
mont. Their  children  are:  Clarence  Horatio, 
born  August  .26.  1849,  was  for  many  years  a 
leading  lawyer  of  Montpelier,  and  died  May  31, 
1000.  Carroll  Perley  was  born  at  East  Mont- 
pelier, V  ermont,  December  15,  185 1  ;  on  No- 
vember kj.  1873.  he  married  Ella  L.  iK-wey. 
daughter  of  Hon.  Charles  Dewey,  and  her  death 
occurred  May  30.  1879:  on  October  10.  18S3,  he 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mary  A.  Devinc. 
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and  their  only  daughter,  Margaret  Caroline,  Ixim 
November  18,  1892,  died  December  4.  1899. 
Frederick  Eugene,  the  next  child  in  order  of 
birth  of  General  and  Mrs.  Pitkin,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1855,  died  March  20,  1807  ;  he  was  mar- 
ried September  15,  1875,  to  Fannie  M.  Cummins, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Carroll  Arthur  Pitkin, 
born  January  II,  1883,  now  living  with  his 
mother  in  Montpelier.  Frank  Ivan,  born  July 
18,  1857,  was  married  October  4,  1882.  to  Jose- 
phine Roleau,  and  they  have  one  son,  Perky 
Peabody,  born  January  1902.  On  July  26, 
1886,  General  Pitkin  married  for  his  second  wife 
Jennie  A.  Poland,  daughter  of  Denison  Dewey, 
of  Montpelier,  Vermont.  General  F'itkin's  death 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Montpelier,  Vermont. 
July  28,  1891. 

ALLISON  NATHANIEL  McQUl\  E\\ 

Allison  X.  McOuivey.  one  of  the  well  known 
citizens  of  this  section  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  who  is  devoting  his  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  whose  efforts  in  that  direction  result 
in  making  him  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  community,  has  been  a  resident  of  Addison 
county  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  was  born 
in  Ripton,  nn  the  3d  of  February,  185 1,  and  is 
descended  from  an  old  and  prominent  family  in 
the  east,  the  name  being  of  Scotch  origin.  His 
grandfather.  Nathaniel  McQuivcy,  claimed  Con- 
necticut as  the  place  of  his  nativity,  but  he  became 
one  r.f  the  early  pioneers  of  Williston,  Vermont, 
and  there  devoted  his  energies  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  for  many  years.  Subsequently  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  the  town  of  Ripton,  where  he  followed 
both  farming  and  milling,  and  there  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  became  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  his  locality  in  those  early  days, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  selectmen  elected  in  the 
town  of  Ripton.  His  wife,  nee  Littleton,  was 
also  a  native  of  the  commonwealth  of  Connecticut, 
and  this  worth)  couple  reared  a  large  family  of 
children.  In  the  community  in  which  they  so 
lonj;  made  their  home  they  were  loved  and  hon- 
ored for  their  many  noble  characteristics,  ever 
performing  their  fidl  share  in  the  work  of  de- 
velopment and  improvement,  and  they  were 
worthy  and  acceptable  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal    church.   assi>tin^  materially   in  the 


building  ot  the  house  of  worship  of  that  denomin- 
ation in  Ripton. 

Nathaniel  McOuivey.  a  son  of  this  worthy 
pioneer  couple  and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  was  l»orn  in  1819.  in  Williston,  Vermont, 
and  was  there  reared  and  received  his  education. 
When  the  time  came  for  him  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  life,  he,  too.  chose  the  art  of  agri- 
culture, and  in  this  vocation  he  proved  a  worthy 
representative,  becoming  one  of  the  most  promin- 
ent farmers  in  this  section.  Although  his  busi- 
ness interests  were-cxtensive  and  claimed  much  of 
his  attention  he.  however,  found  time  to  devote  to 


ALLISON  NATHANIEL  McOUIVEV. , 

the  public  welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and 
for  eleven  years  he  served  as  a  selectman,  and  al»  > 
represented  his  district  in  the  legislature  two 
years.  As  a  companion  on  the  journey  of  life  he 
chose  Fmilv  Dunham,  a  native  of  Bethel,  V  er- 
mont, and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  still  living.  nameU  r 
Emerov  L.,  now  Mrs.  Cornelius  Hillings,  and  a 
resident  of  New  Haven,  this  state;  Artie  I now 
Mrs.  William  II.  Dean,  who  makes  her  home  in 
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Middleburv  ;  Jurtson.  also  of  this  town  ;  Charlotte, 
now  Mrs.  Michael  Galvin,  who  makes  her  home 
in  Middlcbury;  Allison  K..  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view: and  Emma,  wife  of  Gustavus  Smith.  The 
mother  of  this  family  is  still  living,  and  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hillings, 
in  Xcw  Haven,  hut  the  father  was  summoned  to 
his  final  rest  February  15,  J 888.  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

Allison  N\  McQuivcy,  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  of  this  article,  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life  m  the  town  of  Ripton,  receiving  his  element- 
ary education  in  its  common  and  high  schools,  and 
latei  he  entered  a  seminary  at  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont. After  putting  aside  his  text  books  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  Ripton.  and  there  fol- 
lowed farming  and  stock-raising  until  1899.  mak- 
ing a  s|>ecialtv  of  the  raising  of  sheep  and  Mor- 
gan horses.  In  ihe  year  mentioned  he  came  to  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  near  Middlcbury, 
Addison  county,  the  place  consisting  of  one  linn- 
dred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  fertile  and  well  im- 
proved land,  and  there  he  is  devoting  his  time  and 
attention  lo  general  farming  ami  stock-raising, 
meeting  with  a  well  merited  degree  of  success  in 
both  branches  of  industry.  Another  important 
interest  in  which  Mr.  McQuivcy  is  also  engaged 
is  that  of  dairying,  and  in  that  line  of  endeavor 
he  is  equally  prominent.  His  business  affairs  are 
conducted  with  diligence,  enterprise  and  perse- 
verance, and  his  labors  are  attended  with  gratify- 
ing success. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  McQuivcy  was  cele- 
brated in  1875.  when  Miss  Mary  Hooker  l>ecaine 
his  wife,  but  after  a  short,  although  happy  married 
life  of  fifteen  months  the  wife  was  called  to  the 
h<nr.e  bevond.  For  his  second  wife  he  chose  Flor- 
ence O'bb,  a  daughter  of  William  X.  Cobb,  of 
•Ripton.  this  state,  and  a  native  of  Springfield. 
Vermont.  His  father,  Jclulhan  Cobb,  was  of  a 
Connecticut  tamilv.  Four  of  the  five  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McQuivcy  are  now  living,  namely  : 
Actios,  wife  of  Charles  Feeds,  now  mayor  of 
Stanford.  <  "onnecticut  ;  t  ionb -ii  1C  attending  col- 
lege at  Middlcbury:  and  Arthur  N.  and  Merrill 
C  .  who  are  still  at  home.  Mr.  McQuivcy  exer- 
cises Ins  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men 
and  me:(snr-s  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
been  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  many 
office-  of  honor  and  trust.     For  many  years  he 


held  the  office  of  selectman  in  Ripton  ;  for  the  long 
period  of  ten  years  was  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  for  three  years  also  taught  school ;  held  the 
office  of  lister  for  four  years,  was  chairman  of  the 
town  committee;  for  many  years  held  the  posi- 
tion of  auditor ;  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  one 
year;  was  a  census  enumerator  in  1890:  and  in 
1892  represented  his  town  in  the  legislature.  In 
his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  connected 
with  I-akc  Dunmorc  Lodge,  No.  it,  of  Middle- 
bury,  and  was  also  instrumental  in  organizing  and 
for  many  years  held  office  in  the  Grange.  His  re- 
ligious preference  is  indicated  by  his  memberslu'p 
in  the  Congregational  church,  in  which  he  has 
long  held  the  office  of  clerk  and  is  a  prominent 
worker  in  the  Sunday-school.  "1  lis  active  life  has 
brought  to  him  a  wide  acquaintance,  his  labors 
have  made  him  a  valued  citizen  of  the  community 
and  his  name  is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the 
history  of  progress  and  improvement  along  ma- 
terial, social  and  intellectual  lines  in  Addison 
county. 

DANA  HOI-LEY  MORSE. 

The  name  above  given  has  been  made  familiar 
in  Orange  count)  bv  a  long  line  of  useful  men 
who  have  liornc  it,  but  none  have  worn  it  more 
worthily  or  made  it  more  popular  and  influential 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Not  to  speak  of 
his  prominence  and  activity  in  politics,  in  which 
sphere  he  has  long  ranked  as  a  leader,  his  achieve- 
ments both  as  a  practical  and  scientific  agricultur- 
ist, especially  as  a  successful  breeder  of  the  best 
horses  and  cattle,  have  not  only  given  him  fame 
thoughout  his  native  state,  but  thev  entitle  him 
to  a  place  high  on  the  roll  of  honor  as  a  public 
benefactor.  The  family  is  of  Massachusetts 
origin,  and  Dea  Abner  .Morse,  the  founder  of  the 
Vermont  branch,  was  l>orn  iq  that  state  in  1761. 
emigrated  to  Randolph  in  early  manhood,  and 
died  there  in  i8rt.  June  10.  17QO.  he  married 
l'.etsy  P.vant.  by  whom  he  had  six  children 
Luther  and  Grace,  twins,  born  in  1793:  Calvin, 
born  in  1704  and  married  Elvira  Moody  in  jF|S; 
Coburn.  who  was  born  in  1796  and  married  A!- 
nnra  Thomas  in  Randolph  :  Ira.  l>orn  April  26, 
1805  :  and  Abel,  born  in  1807.  All  these  children, 
with  the  exception  of  Luther,  grew  to  maturity. 
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and  most  of  tlicm  reared  families.  Ira  Morse 
married  Loretta  Jones,  of  Bethel,  Vermont,  and 
had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  died  young,  with 
the  exception  of  Charles  N.,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1835,  and  Dana  II.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  father  passed  away  January  22, 
1850.  at  his  home  in  Randolph,  aged  about  fifty- 
one  years. 

Dana  H.  Morse  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead,  in  the  town  of  Braintree,  Vermont, 
February  n,  1837.  About  seven  years  later,  new 
buildings  were  erected  on  the  Randolph  side  of 
the  line,  and  since  then  he  has  lived  in  this  town. 
He  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  details  of  that  noble  calling  in  which  he  was 
destined  to  achieve  both  success  and  distinction. 
It  was  not  long  after  reaching  maturity  before  he 
became  a  landowner,  and  at  the  present  time  he 
possesses  two  hundred  acres  of  the  best  farming 
land  in  Orange  county.  In  addition  to  this  farm, 
however,  which  is  one  of  the  most  productive  in 
the  state,  he  owns  other  land,  his  holdings  alto- 
gether amounting  to  about  five  hundred  acres. 
He  is  a  noted  agriculturist  and  breeder,  and  car- 
ries on  his  operations  by  scientific  and  up-to-date 
methods.  He  owns  a  dairy,  which  enjoys  a  high 
reputation  for  its  products,  and  he  keeps  from 
forty  to  fifty  graded  Jerseys,  his  herd  of  all  kinds 
consisting  of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  head.  He 
has  also  long  owned  and  successfully  bred  the 
celebrated  Morgan  horses,  which  arc  in  constant 
demand  ami  sell  at  from  two  hundred  and  fifty 
to  five  hundred  dollars  apiece.  He  is  a  very  act- 
ive member  of  die  state  Grange,  and  takes  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  everything  relating  to  agri- 
culture, especially  the  important  branches  devoted 
to  dairying  and  the  live-stock  industry.  He  is 
master  of  the  Central  Vermont  Pomona  Grange 
and  is  general  deputy  for  Vermont,  and  does 
much  in  organizing  granges. 

Mr.  Morse  also  finds  time  to  "lend  a  hand"'  in 
politics,  and  is  a  figure  of  prominence  in  all  the 
contests,  local  or  general.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  Republican  leaders  in  the  county,  al- 
ways rcadv  to  help  his  friends,  though  he  has 
never  sought  or  accepted  any  political  prefer- 
ment for  himself.  His  enthusiasm  in  such 
matters  grows  entirely  out  of  a  patriotic  desire  for 
(he  welfare  of  the  country,  which  is  only  to  be 


secured  by  the  retention  in  office  of  good  men  and 
the  adoption  of  wise  laws  and  efficient  methods 
of  administration. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1864,  Mr.  Morse  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Emma  Thayer,  one  of 
the  esteemed  daughters  of  Randolph,  and  this 
happy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children :  Cassius  T.,  Belle  T.  and  May  E.  The 
social  relations  of  Mr.  Morse  are  in  keeping  with 
his  prominence  in  the  business  and  political  world, 
and  an  acquaintance,  which  is  co-extensive  with 
the  population  of  the  county  and  includes  many 
of  the  best  known  people  in  the  state,  attests  his 
qualities  as  a  "mixer"  as  well  as  his  popularity 
with  all  classes. 

JOSIAH  HOTCHKISS  STEDMAN. 

Josiah  Hotchkiss  Sfedman,  M.  D..  for  many 
years  a  prominent  physician  of  West  Brattleboro, 
was  born  April  7,  1809,  in  Windham,  New  York, 
and  died  in  West  Brattleboro,  August  17,  1894. 
He  came  of  colonial  ancestry,  and  of  patriotic 
Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather  John  Stcd- 
man,  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  a  weaver  by 
trade,  having  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  continental 
army. 

Salmon  Stedman,  the  father  of  Dr.  Stedman, 
spent  his  earlier  years  in  Farmington,  Connecti- 
cut, going  from  there  to  Durham,  Greene  county, 
New  York,  where  he  followed  the  blacksmith's 
trade  for  several  years.  On  his  retirement  from 
active  pursuits,  he  came  to  Vermont,  and  spent 
his  declining  years  with  his  only  child,  Dr.  Josiah 
H.  Stedman,  dying  in  March,  l86r,  aged  eighty- 
two  years.  He  married  Lucina  Hotchkiss.  of 
Farmington.  Connecticut. 

Josiah  II.  Stedman.  M.  D..  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  was  fitted  for  his  professional  ca- 
reer in  the  I'ittsficld  (Massachusetts)  Medical 
College.  His  first  practice  was  in  Durham, 
Greene  county,  and  Rich  ford.  Tioga  county.  New 
York,  whence  he  removed  to  Cummiugton. 
Massachusetts,  and  after  four  years  there  located 
at  West  Brattlct>oro  in  1859.  and  there  continued 
in  active  practice  up  to  within  ten  years  of  his 
decease.  Me  won  in  an  eminent  degree  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community,  and  built  up  an  exten- 
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sive  and  remunerative  practice  in  the  locality. 
He  was  highly  respected  fnr  his  sterling  qualities, 
and  was  a  manlier  of  the  local  and  state  medical 
societies. 

Dr.  Stedman  married  Elvira  Strong,  daugh- 
ter of  lairus  and  Dosha  Strong,  of  East  W  indsor, 
Connecticut.  Jairus  Strong  was  a  tanner  and 
merchant,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Ashland, 
New  York,  where  he  filled  the  various  offices 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  ami  was 
a  representative  to  the  state  legislature.  He 
reared  ten  children,  namely :  Austin.  Olivia, 
Clarinda,  Aurelia.  Maria,  Elvira,  Daniel.  Bissell, 
Louise  and  Elisha.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stedman  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  namely :  Lu- 
ciiia:  Wiilard  1'.:  Daniel  B. ;  Maria  L. ;  Frances; 
and  Clara  M.,  who  died  unmarried  in  1893.  Lu- 
cina  married  Luther  E.  Bartlett,  who  was  born  in 
Cummington,  Massachusetts,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools. 
During  the  Civil  war  lie  enlisted,  in  1862, 
for  a  term  of  nine  months,  in  the  Fifty-sec- 
ond Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  siege  of  Tort  Hudson, 
Louisiana,  where  he  contracted  a  fever  from 
which  he  died,  soon  after  being  brought  home,  in 
1 86,1,  aged  thirty  years.  He  left  one  child,  Nel- 
lie, now  deceased.  Wiilard  P.  Stedman.  a  hard- 
ware merchant  at  Bristol.  Connecticut,  married 
Nellie  Hamlin,  by  whom  he  had  three  children, 
Harriet.  Irving  and  Carlcton.  Daniel  B.  Sted- 
man, formerly  editor  of  the  Vermont  Phoenix, 
now  a  resident  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
married  Mary  Brown,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Frederick  C.  and  Harry.  Maria  L.  is  un- 
married. Frances  is  the  wife  of  Ezra  E.  Fisher, 
of  West  Brattleboro. 

* 

ABEL  HUBBARD  STEWART. 

Abel  Hubbard  Stewart,  of  Berlin.  Vermont, 
son  of  Rollins  Hubbard  and  Mahala  Stewart,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Berlin, 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  May  5,  1843. 
Simpson  Stewart,  his  great-grandfather,  was  a 
resident  of  Amherst.  New  Hampshire,  being  one 
of  the  early  settlers.  He  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pation of  farming.  His  son,  John  Stewart, 
grandfather  of  Abe!  Hubbard  Stewart,  was  born 
in  Amherst.  New  Hampshire,  April  10,  1774, 


wh.-re  he  attended  the  district  schools.  He  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Berlin.  Washington 
county,  Vermont,  where  they  purchased  a  farm, 
ant!  he  engaged,  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
May  11,  1806,  to  Miss  Tamier  Hubbard,  who  was 
born  September  21,  1781.  Mr.  Stewart  died  Sep- 
temlwr  27,  1847. 

Rollins  Hubbard  Stewart,  father  of  Abel 
Hubbard  Stewart,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  the  town  of  Berlin,  September  17,  1808.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  then  settled  down  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer  on  the  ancestral  estate.  He  was 
very  successful  in  this  occupation,  being  an  indus- 
trious, energetic  man  ;  he  possessed  strong  manly 
characteristics,  was  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  father 
and  a  loving  husband.  In  his  political  prefer- 
ences he  was  a  Republican  ;  was  the  moving  spirit 
in  the  formation  of  that  party  in  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin, and  the  first  meeting  was  hcliLat  his  residence. 
He  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work. 
He  wa«  elected  to  the  office  of  selectman  during 
the  Civil  war.  and  was  instrumental  in  securing 
soldiers  for  the  army ;  he  held  this  position  for 
many  years,  and  was  also  chosen  to  fill  the  office 
of  overseer  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married  January  13.  1838, 
in  the  town  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  to  Miss 
Mahala  Davis,  who  was  born  August  5,  181 1. 
The  following  named  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Rollins  Davis,  born  May  2.  1839:  Helen 
Mahala.  born  March  31,  1841  ;  Abel  Hubbard, 
born  Max  5,  1843;  William  Henry,  born  July  25, 
1845-  Alanson  Cooper,  bom  February  23.  1848, 
died  Septeinl>cr  16.  1849:  Clark  Harvey,  born 
June  18,  1850;  Clara,  born  May  19.  1853:  and 
(ieorge  Martin,  born  September  17,  1855.  died 
June  12,  1863.  Mr.  Stewart  died  on  the  old 
homestead  December  24.  1885.  His  wife  has 
survived  him  to  the  present  time  (1902).  and 
she  resides  with  her  son  Alx'l  Hubbard  Stewart 
and  his  wife,  where  she  receives  even'  kindness 
that  loving  children  can  bestow  upon  an  aged 
and  honored  mother. 

Ah-.'l  Hubbard  Stewart  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  of  Berlin,  where  he 
formed  the  industrious  habits  and  sound  ideas 
which  were  to  render  him  efficient  sen-ice  in  the 
events  of  his  after  life.    Like  so  many  of  the 
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boy.  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Stewart  has  devoted  him- 
self to  farming  on  the  old  homestead.  He  has 
pursued  this  vocation  in  all  its  branches,  and  In- 
patient and  unremitting  toil  has  met  with  weil 
merited  success. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics, 
but  has  never  taken  any  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  although  he  has  been  requested  to 
•  have  his  name  placed  on  the  list  for  the  offices  of 
selectman  and  lister.  He  is  a  man  of  a  very 
quirt  and  retiring  disposition,  a  good  neighbor 
and  a  thorough  gentleman  in  all  relations  of  life. 
On  April  4-  1867.  Mr.  Stewart  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Benjamin,  who  was 
born  November  3.  1847.  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Rebecca  Benjamin,  of  the  town  of  Berlin,  where 
they  are  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
families.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  have  one  son, 
Leon  Chauncy  Stewart,  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, December  28,  1879.  We  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Berlin,  and  resides 
with  his  parents. 

LUCIUS  H.  RICHARDSON. 

Lucius  H.  Richardson,  of  Brattleboro,  a  pros- 
perous business  man,  was  born  in  this  town,  a 
son  of  the  late  William  F.  Richardson.  He  comes 
of  substantial  colonial  stock,  being  a  direct  de- 
scendant in  the  ninth  generation  from  John  Rich- 
ardson, the  founder  of  the  American  family  of 
Richardson,  and  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Isaac  Stearns,  an  earlv  settler  of  Massachusetts. 
The  line  of  descent  from  John  Richardson,  the 
immigrant,  is  as  follows :  John.  John.  John, 
Samuel.  Nathan.  Tsaiah.  Isaiah.  William  F..  Lu- 
cius II. 

John  Richardson  fi)  sailed  from  London, 
England,  for  Virginia  in  the  ship  Assurance, 
when  eighteen  vears  of  age.  He  subsequently 
settled  in  Watertown.  Massachusetts,  where,  in 
1636  or  1637.  he  received  a  grant  of  land.  No 
record  of  his  marriage  or  death  is  given,  but  it  is 
supposed  that  he  was  the  father  of  John  Rich- 
ardson, of  Mcdficld.  Massachusetts. 

John  Richardson  (2).  born  in  Medfield.  about 
1645.  married  Rebecca  Clark,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 16.  To/io.  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Alice 
Clark,  of  Dedham.  Massachusetts.    The  children 


born  of  their  union  were  John,  Elizabeth,  Dan- 
id,  Joseph,  Mehitable.  Benjamin  and  Rebecca. 

John  Richardson  (3).  born  in  that  part  of 
Medfield  now  included  in  the  town  of  Medway, 
August  25.  1679.  was  a  life-long  fanner,  living 
in  East  Medway  until  his  death.  May  19.  1759. 
About  160/)  he  married  Esther  Breck.  who  was 
born  in  Medfield  in  1679.  a  daughter  of  John 
Breck.  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Breck.  who 
was  one  of  the  first  four  settlers  of  Medfield.  She 
died  in  East  Medway.  August  17.  1774.  Their 
children  were  Sarah.  John.  David,  Jonathan.  Es- 
ther. Mary.  Joseph.  Samuel.  Solomon.  Moses  and 
Aaron. 

Samuel  Richardson  (4).  born  in  Medway, 
Massachusetts.  January  T3,  1713-14.  was  a  farm- 
er bv  occupation,  and  resided  in  Wrcntham,  al- 
though he  attended  church  in  Medfield.  He  mar- 
ried. April  2.  1734.  Mary  Allen,  of  Medfield.  She 
died  about  1740,  leaving  five  children,  namely: 
Nathan.  Sarah,  Keziah.  Sibyl  and  Olive.  He 
married,  second,  about  1742.  Sarah  Clark,  of 
Wrentham.  He  died  February  to,  181  i.  aged 
ninety-seven. 

Nathan  Richardson  (5).  of  Medway.  Massa- 
chusetts, was  born  November  15,  1739.  Between 
1758  and  1760  he  married  Mary  Austin,  an  Eng- 
lish woman,  of  Medway,  and  among  their  chil- 
dren were  six  sons,  namely :  Nathan.  Tsaiah, 
Samuel,  foseph,  Amos  and  Jesse. 

Isaiah  Richardson  (6  k  of  Athol.  Massachu- 
setts, was  born  March  13.  1761.  and  died  March 
13.  1830.  In  1782  he  married  Esther  Bigelow. 
who  was  born  November  1757.  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Gates)  Bigelow.  She 
died  November  28.  1851.  Their  children  were 
as  follows  ■  Matilda,  who  was  born  November 
26.  1784.  married  Ceorce  Blair:  Margaret,  who 
was  born  March  m.  1786.  and  died  October  10. 
18^18.  married  John  Mixer:  Esther,  who  was 
born  June  26,  1787.  and  died  October  4.  <8~4. 
married  Elijah  Jones:  Tsaiah.  born  July  T.  170/5, 
died  April  3,  1701  :  Tsaiah.  the  next  in  direct  line 
of  descent:  Almira.  born  May  it.  1704.  married 
Solomon  Eastman :  Willard.  who  was  born  June 
3.  T707.  and  died  Fehruary  20.  1883,  married 
Eliza  Sat  gent :  and  Mary,  horn  Alienist  7,  1709, 
married  David  Warriner.  and  died  July  10.  1880. 

Uaiah  Richardson  (7)  was  born  in  Athol, 
Massachusetts.  February  8.  1792.  settled  in  Brat- 
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tlcboro,  Vermont,  in  1799,  and  died  March  19, 
18S7.  On  November  23.  1815,  he  married  Betsey 
Stearns,  who  was  born  April  27,  1792,  and  died 
April  14.  1887.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Reuben 
and  Annie  (Stewart)  Stearns,  and  a  descendant  in 
the  sixth  generation  from  the  immigrant  ances- 
tor. Isaac  Stearns  (1).  and  his  wife  Mary,  the  line 
being  continued  through  Samuel  Stearns  (2), 
who  married  Hannah  Manning;  their  son,  Isaac 
Stearns  (3).  the  succeeding  ancestor,  married 
Mary  Bemis :  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  Na- 
thaniel Stearns  (4),  married  Grace  Hammond; 
and  their  son,  Reuben  Stearns  (5),  who  married 
Annie  Stewart,  daughter  of  Deacon  Stewart,  01 
H olden,  Massachusetts,  was  the  father  of  Betsey 
Stearns  (6),  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaiah  Rich- 
ardson. Isaiah  Richardson  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  West  Brattlcboro,  Vermont, 
until  he  sold  his  estate  to  the  town,  and  it  is  now 
known  as  the  "Town  Farm."  He  was  a  very 
successful  farmer,  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  His 
family  consisted  of  ten  children,  namely:  Will- 
iam F. ;  Maria,  who  married  Timothy  Stoughton, 
a  fanner;  Charles,  who  married  Victoria  Mc- 
Ardle,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  ;  John,  a 
soldier  in  the  C  ivil  war,  married  Elizabeth  Ran- 
ney.  who  bore  him  five  children ;  Lucy,  who  mar- 
ried Ansel  Tyler,  and  they  liecame  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Frederick,  who  married  Lizzie 
McArdle.  by  whom  he  had  two  children ;  Henry, 
■w hr  was  drowned  when  a  boy  ;  Oscar,  who  served 
in  the  Civil  war,  married  and  had  one  child ; 
Austin,  twin  brother  of  Oscar,  married  Mary 
Snedeker;  and  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife 
of  On  Whitlakcr,  of  Philadelphia.  Episcopal 
bishop  of  Pennsylvania. 

W  illiam  F.  Richardson  (8)  was  born  in  Brat- 
tlcboro, Vermont.  July  20,  1816,  and.  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Guilford,  re- 
sided there  during  his  life,  dying  there  January 
14.  !&»-.  He  carried  on  a  very  successful  busi- 
ness a  dealer  in  meat,  establishing,  more  than 
f»r»v  vears  ago.  the  market  until  recently  con- 
ducted by  his  sons,  and  carrying  it  on  until  bis 
dentil.  He  was  active  in  town  affairs,  serving 
as  selectman  and  lister,  and  heing  politically  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  patty.  lie  married. 
April  20,  1S40.  Sophia  Plunnncr.  who  was  l»orn 
Sepl ember  17.  iN-.'-\  and  died  January  19,  1S97, 


aged  seventy-five  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John,  Jr.,  and  Eleanor  (Frazier)  Plummer.  and 
a  granddaughter  of  John,  Sr.,  and  Jerusha  Plum- 
mer. Their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  namely :  Ellen,  wife  of  Judge  James  M. 
Tyler,  of  Brattleboro,  supreme  court  justice  of  the 
state  of  Vermont :  Lucius  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Lucy  M.,  wife  of  Orin  O.  Ware;  Casstus 
M.  C,  who  married  Leonora  Hunt,  died  May  21, 
1 901,  leaving  one  child;  Frederick  A.  married 
Helen  Willcutt,  by  whom  he  has  three  children; 
and  Edward  B.,  deceased,  married  Clara  Pierce. 

Lucius  H.  Richardson  (9),  a  native  of  Brat- 
tleboro, was  educated  in  this  town  and  in  Guil- 
ford. On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  he  entered  his  father's  market  to  learn  the 
meat  business,  remaining  as  an  employe  until 
made  a  partner  in  the  firm,  and  on  the  death  of 
his  father  succeeding  to  the  entire  business,  which 
he  carried  on  successfully  up  to  April,  1902,  when 
he  retired  from  business.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  a  member  of  Wantastiquet  I-odge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  formerly  belonged  to  the  local  militia. 
He  married  Mary  Esterbrook,  and  they  have  one 
child.  Charles  W.  Charles  W.  Richardson  (to), 
who  is  cashier  of  the  Vermont  National  Bank, 
married  Vinnie  Elmer,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Marion  and  Howard. 

i  )rin  O.  Ware  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Au- 
gust ti.\  '847.  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
Since  early  life  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Wilmington,  where  he  has 
a  large  store,  well  stocked  with  general  merchan- 
dise. He  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Schuyler  and 
Harriet  (Gaines)  Ware,  who  reared  five  sons  and 
one  daughter,  as  follows :  Orin  O. ;  Adclbert 
Loren :  Herbert:  Harriet;  Harvey;  and  William. 
On  June  26,  1872.  Mr.  Ware  married  Lucy  M. 
Richardson  C9L  and  they  have  two  children.  El- 
len Lucy  and  Katherine  Stuart. 

O.PTMX  HIARY  CLARK  STREETER. 

Ilenrv  C.  Strcctcr.  a  retired  business  man  and 
vet '-ran  of  the  late  Civil  war.  familiarly  known  as 
Captain  Streeter.  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  Ben- 
jamin Stricter,  who  came  from  Oxford.  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1781  or  2  and  located  in  Chesterfield, 
New  Hampshire,  and  in  1777  participated  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Benjamin 
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Streeter  (2),  son  of  Benjamin  Streeter  (i),  mar- 
ried, in  1780,  Sarah  Hudson,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Hudson,  who  died  October  15,  1842.  He 
settled  in  Chesterfield,  on  Streeter  Hill,  and  his 
death  occurred  there  March  1,  1835,  when  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Benja- 
min Streeter  (3),  son  of  Benjamin  Streeter  (2), 
married,  in  1807,  Sarah  Fair,  daughter  of  Charles 
Fair,  and  was  a  prominent  resident  for  many 
years  in  Chesterfield.  Squire  Streeter,  son  of 
Benjamin  (2)  and  Sarah  Streeter,  married 
Phoebe  Hildreth,  daughter  of  Lotan  Hildreth ;  he 
wa?  prominently  identified  with  the  business  and 
social  life  of  Chesterfield,  where  he  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1847.  Clark  Streeter,  son  of  Benjamin 
Streeter  (2),  married  for  his  first  wife,  in  1827, 
Sarah  Hildreth,  daughter  of  Lotan  Hildreth ;  she 
died  March  4,  184 1,  and  on  September  26,  1841, 
Mr.  Streeter  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Amos 
Smith.  Clark  Streetej  followed  the  occupations 
of  shoemaker  and  fanner  in  the  town  of  Chester- 
field, where  his  death  occurred  August  4,  1868. 
He  served  as  captain  in  the  state  militia.  Hollis 
Streeter,  son  of  Clark  Streeter,  was  born  April 
9,  1824:  he  married  in  September,  1849,  Maria 
Bixby,  of  Guilford.  Vermont.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  later  became  a  dealer  in  boots 
and  shoes  at  Bellows  Falls ;  subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  Brattleboro,  where  he  resides  at  the 
present  time  (1902).  John  L.  Strcctcr,  son  of 
Clark  and  Mary  E.  Streeter,  married  September 
25.  l853.  Lucinda  Needham,  of  Marlboro.  Ver- 
mont. He  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Chesterfield,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and 
in  addition  to  this  occupation  he  follows  his  trade 
of  shoemaker. 

Henry  C.  Streeter  acquired  his  education  in 
the  Giesterfield  public  school,  and  after  complet- 
ing his  studies  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  shoe 
store  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  He 
enlisted  at  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  October  2,  1861, 
for  three  years ;  re-enlisted  at  Stcvcnsburg,  Vir- 
ginia, December  31,  1863,  for  three  years;  was 
promoted  successively  to  corporal,  fifth  sergeant, 
orderly  sergeant :  commissioned  second  lieutenant, 
first  lieutenant  and  brevet  captain ;  discharged  at 
Burlington,  Vermont,  August  25,  1865.  On  the 
26th  of  August,  .1864,  he  was  dangerously 
wounded  at  Charleston.  Virginia,  by  a  bullet  that 
passed  through  his  left  arm  and  one  through  the 


bod  v.  After  three  months  in  hospital,  he  recov- 
ered sufficiently  to  return  to  his  company  for 
duty ;  though  he  narrowly  escaped  death,  his  cour- 
age war  good  to  fight  the  Johnnies  again.  He  had 
three  horses  shot  from  under  him.  but  horses 
were  cheaper  than  men.  After  enlisting  at  Brat- 
tleboro and,  remaining  there  for  two  weeks  they 
then  were  ordered  to  Burtington,  Vermont,  also 
men  that  had  enlisted  in  other  parts  of  state  for 
the  cavalry  regiment  reported  there  and  were 
organized  into  ten  companies  of  one  hundred  in 
each  company.  Company,  F  being  the  Brattleboro 
company.  He  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jones,  of  the 
United  States  Army,  November  19,  1861.  De- 
cember 14.  1861,  the  regiment  broke  camp  under 
orders  to  report  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  it 
started  by  rail.  The  men  were  loaded  into  the 
cars  with  the  horses,  eight  of  each,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  cars  were  loaded.  After  re- 
maining in  Washington  a  few  days,  they  were 
then  ordered  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where  they 
now  came  down  to  camp  discipline  under  Briga- 
dier General  Hatch's  orders,  as  he  was  put  in 
command  of  the  brigade  composed  of  the  First 
Vermont.  First  Michigan,  Fifth  New  York  regi- 
ments, and  he  also  insisted  upon  company  officers 
attending  to  stable  duty,  though  the  buckwheat 
cakes  grew  cold.  Squadrons  were  now  organ- 
ized from  the  different  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment, F  and  C  being  put  together  as  the  fourth 
squadron.  Company  drills  were  now  an  every 
day  occurrence.  The  regiment  left  Annapolis 
March  0,  1862.  for  Shenandoah  Valley,  via  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  singing  as  they  went  through, 
"John  Brown  is  here  no  more."  Active  opera- 
tions were  now  in  progress  in  the  valley.  General 
Stonewall  Jackson  was  in  the  upper  valley  making 
ready  to  attack  General  Banks,  and  the  regiment 
was  divided  up  into  spuadrons  and  companies  at 
different  points  in  the  valley,  doing  picket  duty 
until  the  night  before  Banks'  retreat.  The  com- 
panies were  then  ordered  together  on  Fisher's 
Hill,  and  the  next  day  fighting  commenced  and 
the  Union  forces  were  driven  out  of  the  vallev. 
The  cavalrv  had  some  hard  fighting  on  that  re- 
treat out  of  the  valley,  as  General  Banks'  forces 
were  light  in  number  compared  with  General 
Jackson's  As  the  regiment  was  filing  past  an 
Indiana  regiment,  they  called  out,  "Let  the  Green 
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Mountain  boys  go  at  the  johnnies ;  they  are  old 
sons  of  old  Ethan  Allen,  and  will  show  the  .Michi- 
gan lx>ys  something  new."'  The  chaplain  of  Mr. 
St  renter's  regiment  evidently  had  some  of  the 
spirit  of  Peter  Muhlenburg,  the  old  Revolutionary 
minister  of  Woodstock,  Virginia,  who  after 
preaching  to  his  Hock,  called  them  out 
into  the  churchyard  and  said :  "There  is 
a  time  to  pray  and  a  time  to  preach,  and  a 
time  to  fight,  and  the  time  to  fight  has  now 
come,"  and  then  led  them  on  to  the  fight.  The 
fighting  went  on  with  Mr.  Streeter's  regiment, 
companies  and  squadrons  sometimes  together, 
other  times  separate,  until  the  surrender  of  the 
Confederate  army  at  Appomattox  Court  House  by 
General  Robert  F.  Lee  to  General  U.  S.  Grant, 
April  y,  1865,  and  Company  F  took  an  active  part 
in  the  many  battles  and  skirmishes  the  regiment 
wer-:  in.  and  the  same  may  well  be  said  of  other 
companies  of  the  regiment. 

The  regiment  participated  in  seventy-five 
battles  and  skirmishes,  and  Com|»any  F  took  part 
in  forty-five  of  the  above  number,  and  Mr.  Street- 
cr  wa*  engaged  in  thirty-eight  of  the  battles  and 
skirmishes  of  the  company.  The  locations  of 
the  battles  and  engagements  that  Company  F 
took  part  in  are  as  follows :  Mount  Jackson,  Vir- 
ginia. Bank's  retreat  out  of  Shenandoah  Valley; 
second  battle  Hull  Run.  Virginia;  Orange  Court 
House.  Virginia ;  Cedar  Mountain,  Virginia ; 
Culpepper  Court  House.  Virginia ;  I.uray  Court 
House.  Virginia;  Broad  Run,  Virginia;  Hanover, 
Pennsylvania:  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July 
J.  2  and  3:  Hagerstown.  Maryland;  Boons- 
boro,  Maryland ;  Fallingwaters.  Maryland ;  sec- 
ond battle  Culpepper  Court  House.  Virginia: 
Brandy  Station,  Virginia :  General  Kilpatrick's 
raid  around  Richmond.  .March  1  to  20:  Craig's 
Church.  Virginia :  Wilderness.  Virginia :  Spott- 
sylvania.  Court  House;  Cold  Harbor.  Virginia; 
Yellow  Tavern.  Virginia:  Meadow  Bridge.  Vir- 
ginia: Haws  Shop,  Virginia:  Hanover  Court 
House.  Virginia :  Ashland  Station.  Virginia ; 
White  Oak  Swamp.  Virginia;  Malvern  Hill.  Vir- 
ginia :  N'ottowav  Court  House.  Virginia  :  Wilson's 
raid,  including  Roanoake  Station.  Stony  Creek, 
Reem's  Station  and  other  light  skirmishes,  Vir- 
ginia:  Winchester.  Virginia;  Kearneysville.  Vir- 
ginia :  Openuan  Creek,  Virginia :  Front  Royal, 
Virginia:  Tom's  Brook.  Virginia;  Cedar  Creek, 


Virginia;  Middle  Road,  Virginia;  Sheridan's 
raid,  W  inchester  to  White  House  landing,  via 
Lynchburg  and  Richmond,  March  8  to  20,  18*14; 
Waynesboro,  Virginia;  Five  Forks,  Virginia; 
Fannsville.  Virginia  ;  Xppomattox  Court  House, 
Virginia;  Clover  Hill,  Virginia.  The  company 
was  in  the  grand  review  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac at  Washington,  I  >.  C,  May  23,  1865. 

Company  F  here  has  a  record  that  is  an  honor 
to  every  meml>er  of  the  company,  a  notable  record 
from  beginning  to  the  finish.  The  cavalry  was 
the  most  important  arm  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. The  Third  Cavalry  division  in  the  last 
six  months  of  the  war,  captured  from  the  enemy 
in  open  battle  one  hundred  and  eleven  pieces  of 
field  artillery,  sixty-five  battle  Hags  ami  upwards 
of  ten  thousand  prisoners  of  war,  including  seven 
general  officers.  The  First  Vermont  Cavalry  was 
in  this  division,  and  Vermont  may  well  be  proud 
of  the  record  that  it  has  caused  to  Ik  recorded  in 
the  history  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  also 
in  the  state  report  of  her  troops.  Captain  Streeter 
was  01*  detached  duty  during  the  winter  of  1862 
and  1803,  at  Washington.  1).  C  on  the  general 
court  martial,  and  his  duty  often  took  him  to  the 
front  when  the  armies  were  quartered  at  Fairfax 
Court  House,  twenty-five  miles  from  Washington, 
and  he  made  the  trip  many  times  alone,  going 
out  and  back  in  the  night.  There  was  only  one 
picket  post  half  way  out,  and  that  was  the  winter 
that  the  guerilla  Mosby  was  picking  off  our  picket 
posts  and  also  captured  General  Stoughton 
there  at  Fairfax.  Captain  Streeter  was  at  Fair- 
fax Court  House  the  night  before  Stoughton  was 
taken,  at  Colonel  Johnson's  quarters,  and  he 
said  to  Captain  Streeter,  Mosby  will  be  gobbling 
you  up  one  of  these  nights."  It  was  one  o'clock  at 
night  w  hen  the  Captain  left  for  Washington,  and 
the  Colonel  said  it  was  not  safe  to  be  coming  out 
there  and  back,  and  said  to  tell  the  judge  advo- 
cate to  change  his  order  of  tactics  out  on  this  line 
and  the  order  was  obeyed  and  Captain  Streeter 
did  not  go  out  there  any  more  in  the  night  time. 
He  often  thought  of  Mosby  in  passing  that  way. 
but  he  had  a  fleet  horse  and  his  only  fear  was  of 
being  surrounded. 

After  the  termination  of  the  war  Captain 
Streeter  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  and  for 
several  years  conducted  successfully  the  Bellows 
Falls  House:  later  he  removed  to  Rutland,  Ver- 
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tnont.  where  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  superin- 
tendent of  a  peal  factory  ;  in  1882  he  located  in 
Ura'tlcboro,  where  he  was  employed  with  the 
Estcy  Organ  Company,  in  the  fitting-tip  stock 
department.  He  retained  this  position  until  his 
eyesight  failed  him  and  he  was  compelled  to 
resign  ;  for  the  following  two  years  he  was  placed 
in  cliavce  of  the  livery  business  at  Fisher's  Island 
and  after  the  expiration  of  this  period  of  time  he 
retired  trom  the  active  duties  of  business  life, 
having  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence. 
Captain  Streeter  is  a  prominent  member  of 
Sedgcwick  l'o>t  No.  8.  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  held  all 
the  chairs  and  acted  as  commander  of  his  post. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  firm  adherent 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
was  honored  by  his  townsmen  by  being  elected 
a  memtier  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  village 
of  Urattleboro,  which  position  he  held  for  three 
years ;  he  also  acted  as  chairman  of  the  board  for 
two  years.  He  is  a  consistent  member  and  sup- 
porter of  the  tenets  of  the  Universalist  church. 

Captain  Streeter  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nellie  Clegg,  of  i'.ellows  Falls,  and  their 
children  are :  Franklin  C.  Streeter,  who  married 
Velma  llailey  and  has  one  child,  Eleanor;  Mr. 
F.  C.  Streeter  is  employed  with  the  Kstey  Organ 
Company.  Henry  Archer  Streeter,  a  commercial 
salesman  of  Watcrbury,  Connecticut,  is  the 
second  son.  Charles  Uertram  Streeter  possesses 
extraordinary  mechanical  and  artistic  talent,  be- 
ing able  to  execute  some  of  the  finest  work  in 
parquetry  ami  in-laid  work ;  since  learning  his 
trade  he  has  spent  some  time  in  Furope  in  order 
to  perfect  himself  in  all  its  branches,  and  is  em- 
ployed in  Niks.  Ohio,  as  expert  finisher  of  rail- 
road coaches,  /ilia,  the  only  daughter,  married 
Rollin  H.  r.rown.  of  1  trattteboro. 

M  F.I  A' IN  DORR  CHURCH. 

This  is  a  name  long  known  ami  honored  in 
Vermont,  where  many  generations  of  the  family- 
have  been  conspicuous  in  the  public  and  business 
life  <>f  various  communities.  Robert  Church,  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  from  Connecticut  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  was  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Chelsea.  Vermont,  where  he  occupied 
an  honorable  position  among  its  citizens.    His  son 


Melvin  became  a  successful  farmer  in  Highgate, 
and  for  forty  years  carried  on  business  as  a  car- 
penter and  builder.  For  twenty  years  be  held  the 
important  office  of  tax  appraiser,  and  in  1866  was 
elected  to  represent  his  town  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture, where  he  exercised  an  influence  as  one  of  the 
Republican  leaders.  Tn  1S67  he  removed  to  Ran- 
dolph and  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1895, 
when  he  was  seventy-tour  years  old.  He  married 
Electa  Wright,  who  was  very  active  and  influ- 
ential both  in  social  affairs  and  church  work,  to 
which  latter  she  devoted  much  time  anil  energy. 
This  good  woman,  universally  beloved  for  her 
humane  spirit  and  charitable  dis]>osition,  passed 
away  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Mel- 
vin ami  Electa  (Wright)  Church  had  eight  chil- 
dren, their  eldest  son,  William,  being  killed  on  the 
famous  field  of  Gettysburg,  where  so  many  other 
patriots  surrendered  their  lives  that  this  Union 
might  be  preserved  and  "government  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  people  and  tor  the  people"  might  not 
perish  front  the  earth. 

Of  the  other  chilren,  five  still  survive,  and 
among  the  number  Melvin  D.  Church,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Highgate,  Frank- 
lin county,  Vermont.  August  it,  1849.  After  the 
usual  training  in  the  district  schools  he  engaged 
in  farming,  which  he  has  pursued  with  success, 
and  now  owns  the  old  homestead  of  two  hundred 
acres,  one  of  the  most  produtcive  and  beautifully 
located  farms  in  the  county.  Mr.  Church  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  dairying  and  stock-raising. 
Like  his  father,  he  has  been  enthusiastic  in  poli- 
tics on  the  Republican  side,  and  tor  nine  years 
has  held  the  office  of  selectman,  being  six  years 
firs:  selectman,  in  which  capacity  he  has  been 
largely  instrumental  in  reducing  the  debt  of  the 
town.  He  brings  to  the  management  of  public 
business  the  same  good  judgment' and  economy 
that  have  gained  him  success  in  his  own  private 
affairs,  and  thus  shows  the  elements  which  make 
the  most  valuable  executives  ami  guardians  of 
the  public  money. 

On  the  t2th  of  November.  1880.  Mr.  Church 
was  happilv  wedded  to  Miss  Annie  F.  Hale,  a 
most  estimable  lady  of  Deerfield.  Massachusetts, 
who  comes  from  the  ln'st  New  England  stock. 
This  union,  which  has  proved  congenial  and  fruit- 
ful of  happiness,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
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bright  boys,  all  of  whom  are  on  the  farm  with 
their  father,  and  give  promise  of  future  useful- 
ness in  their  noble  calling.  William  H.,  the  eld- 
est of  these  children,  was  born  September  2, 
1881;  Frank  W.,  April  15,  1887;  and  Fred  W., 
May  1,  1889.  The  entire  family,  including  par- 
ents and  children,  enjoy  general  esteem  and  good 
will  in  the  social  circle  in  which  they  move. 

JOHN  JAY  BIGELOW. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
was  for  almost  thirty  years  identified  with  mer- 
cantile and  other  business  interests  in  Burlington. 
John  Jay  Bigelow  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ches- 
terfield, New  York,  in  1832.  His  father  was 
Erastus  Bigelow,  a  sturdy  farmer,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ausablc.  New  York.  He  married 
Lavinia  Rann,  of  Poultncy,  Vermont,  a  woman  of 
rare  ability  and  accomplishments.  Her  father 
was  Joseph  Rann,  who  came  over  with  I.afayette 
and  was  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  died  in  l'oultney. 

Mr.  Bigelow  attended  the  district  schools  in 
his  native  town,  and  after  reaching  the  years  of 
maturity  learned  the  ship  carjxmtcr's  trade.  lie 
later  became  an  engineer,  but  did  not  follow  this 
occupation  long.  For  many  years  he  was  in  the 
government  employ  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  as- 
sisted in  the  construction  of  the  breakwaters  in 
the  Burlington  harbor.  He  was  very  much  in- 
terested in  boats,  and  owned  at  various  times 
severai  crafts.  He  made  a  study  of  navigation 
and  vessels,  and  possessed  wonderful  mechanical 
ingenuity.  He  built  a  model  from  the  works  of 
an  old  clock  which  would  propel  a  vessel  through 
the  canals  without  destroying  the]  banks  with 
swells.  This  piece  of  mechanism  he  perfected 
and  sent  the  model  to  the  patent  office  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  where  it  was  examined  and  pro- 
nounced the  best  invention  of  the  kind  ever  ex- 
hibited to  the  government  officials,  but,  it  being  so 
similar  to  another  in  the  patent  office  he  could 
not  secure  a  patent:  however,  they  claimed  its 
superiority  over  the  other  model.  This  greatly 
d'scouraged  Mr.  Bigelow.  and  he  let  the  matter 
drop. 

One  of  his  characteristics  was  accuracy  in 
everything  he  undertook ;  he  would  ferret  out  the 
most  complicated  and  intricate  pieces  of  machin- 


ery until  he  thoroughly  mastered  his  undertak- 
ing. If  he  planned  a  piece  of  work  about  his 
home,  he  would  study  its  feasibility  before  he  car- 
ried it  into  execution.  And  his  reputation  for 
correctness  was  so  well  known  that  he  was  often 
sought  by  others  for  advice  and  counsel. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Bigelow  was  associated 
with  E.  S.  Adsit  under  the  firm  name  of  Adsit 
&  Bigelow.  In  January,  1895,  he  became  as- 
sociated in  the  shoe  business  with  C.  N.  Mosley, 
the  style  of  the  firm  being  Mosley  &  Bigelow. 
He  took  no  active  part  in  this  firm,  as  he  knew 
Mr.  Mosley  to  be  a  thorough  business  man,  and 
would  properly  guard  their  interests. 

Mr.  Bigelow  never  sought  public  favors  as  a 
politician.  His  mind  was  devoted  to  his  business 
and  his  domestic  circle,  though  he  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Fake  Champlain  Yacht  Club  and  the  Algonquin 
Club. 

February  23,  1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Marion  S.  Bedell,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Sophia  (Curtis)  Bedell,  to  whom  one  child  was 
born,  which  died  in  infancy. 

The  life  of  J.  J.  Bigelow  was  a  useful  one.  He 
was  regarded  by  his  business  associates  as  a  man 
of  honor  and  high  integrity,  and  his  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond.  Though  not  a  man  who  sought 
out  new  friends,  he  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  those 
who  knew  him,  but  he  was  always  a  friend  to 
those  less  favored  with  this  world's  goods  than 
himself,  charitable,  liberal-hearted,  broad-minded, 
and  his  sterling  worth  was  more  justly  realized 
after  he  was  called  from  earth,  March  1,  1897. 
Mrs.  Bigelow  died  March  1,  1901. 

CHARLES  N.  MOSLEY. 

It  is  the  self-made  men  who  by  their  energy 
and  frugal  habits  have  made  the  most  successful 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  to-day,  and  in  this 
connection  it  is  a  pleasure  to  class  among  such 
men  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Charles  N.  Mosley  was  born  in  Bridport.  Ver- 
mont. July  22.  1857.  His  father  was  Royal  Mos- 
ley, a  sturdy  farmer,  who  lived  and  died  in  Brid- 
port. He  married  Miss  Lorain  Kellogg.  His 
ancestors  came  of  English  stock  and  settled  in 
America  in  an  early  day. 

Giarlcs  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm/ 
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am!  attended  school  in  winter,  ami  later  entered 
die  Newton  Academy  at  Shoreliam.  where  he 
prepared  himself  for  his  future  business  career. 
Tlie  life  on  the  farm  was  too  monotonous  for 
young  Charles,  and  after  he  grew  to  the  age  of 
usefulness  he  took  a  position  in  West  L'.ridport  in 
a  general  store,  where  he  remained  until  1870., 
when  he  accepted  a  clerkship  with  E.  M.  Harlow, 
of  Burlington,  remaining  eight  years,  when  he 
decided  to  go  into  husiness  on  his  own  account. 
With  that  object  in  view  he  selected  IJristol  as  a 
field  for  a  shoe  store,  and  opened  business  there, 
where  he  was  very  successful.  In  1894  he  decided 
to  locate  in  Burlington,  where  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  .Mr.  J.  J.  Bigelow  under  the  firm 
name  of  Mosley  &  Bigelow.  '1  he  latter  was  en- 
gaged in  other  business  and  never  took  an  active 
part  in  the  store,  leaving  it  all  to  the  management 
of  Mr.  Mosley.  who  has  successfully  built  up  the 
largest  shoe  trade  of  any  retail  establishment  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Mosley  was  united  in  marriage  Sep- 
tember 14.  18S0,  to  Miss  Ella  G.  Bedell,  daughter 
of  (,eorge  Bedell,  of  Keesevillc,  New  York.  Po- 
litically he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
though  he  is  not  a  politician.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  a  gentleman 
held  in  high  esteem  both  in  business  and  social 
circles. 

ALONZO  HIRAM  HINTS. 

Alonzo  H.  llines,  of  Brattlcboro.  has  risen  to 
his  present  influential  position  largely  through  his 
own  efforts.  He  has,  however,  through  a  long 
line  of  good  ancestors  come  by  those  sterling 
traits  of  character  which  are  bound  to  win  suc- 
cess for  a  man  at  whatever  he  undertakes  in  life. 

William  Hines,  the  first  of  this  line  of  whom 
we  have  record,  was  horn  in  1719.  He  resided 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Greenwich,- 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business 
for  many  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Williams, 
who  was  born  in  1717.  and  who  was  a  great 
granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams.    She  died  in 

1 750- 

William  Hines.  Jr.,  son  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth, was  a  man  of  large  wealth  and  much  influ- 
ence.   Born  in  Scituate,  Rhode  Island,  in  1744,  he 
resided  in  that  state  for  many  years  of  his  life, 
ae  x 


When  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  he  en- 
listed, anil  did  some  valiant  service  for  his  coun- 
try. He  was  one  of  the  first  ancestors  to  settle 
in  Vermont,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
town  of  I  mil  ford,  where  he  purchased  land  as 
early  as  17KS.  He  opened  the  first  woolen  mill  in 
the  place,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  manufac- 
turing business  for  many  year>.  He  accumulated 
considerable  wealth  and  later  in  life  settled  at 
Monroe,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  in  1KJ5. 
He  married  Jemima  Seeman.of  Rhode  Island,  an 
they  had  several  children,  among  them  Thomas. 
Thomas  Hincs,  grandfather  of  Alonzo  H..  also 
a  prominent  man,  was  lx>rn  in  Rhode  Island  in 
T7S0.  After  reaching  manhood  he  resided  in 
Monroe.  Massachusetts,  for  some  years.  In  1X00 
he  married  Sarah  Arnold,  and  they  had  seven 
children:  Maria  Arnold:  Isaac,  who  is  men- 
tioned l)elow ;  Jemima;  Laura:  William;  Emily; 
and  Milo.  As  a  man  of  ability  and  one  keenly 
interested  in  public  affairs,  Mr.  Hines  served  as 
a  member  of  the  assembly  of  the  town  of  Mon- 
roe for  vimc  time.  As  a  Democrat  in  politics 
he  exerted  large  influence.  In  religious  sentiment 
he  was  liberal,  and  attended  the  Congregational 
church. 

Isaac  Mines,  father  of  Alonzo  H..  a  well 
known  contractor  and  builder  of  Brattlclioro.  also 
engaged  in  other  husiness  in  the  town,  was  Imuii 
at  Hinesburg,  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  Vermont. 
In  the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood  he 
secured  his  education,  which  was  quite  sufficient 
for  all  practical  business  purposes.  During  his 
early  life  he  also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at 
which  he  later  became  very  proficient.  About 
iX.to  he  came  to  Brattlcboro,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  for  some  years.  Being  a  skilled  work- 
man he  found  no  difficulty  in  securing  plenty  of 
work,  aim  he  finally  rose  to  the  position  of  con- 
tractor and  builder.  Me  followed  this  business 
for  many  years  in  Brattlcboro  and  the -surround- 
ing country,  and  many  fine  residences  and 
churches  in  that  city  and  vicinity  are  the  results 
01  his  work  and  supervision.  Many  of  his  con- 
tracts were  large  ones,  requiring  the  employment 
of  large  forces  of  men,  and  the  business  w;i-  high- 
ly prof.tai'lc.  In  addition  to  his  building  enter- 
prises, he  was  for  some  time  associated  with  Jacob 
Estey  and  II.  1'.  Greene  in  the  well  known  organ 
house  in  l'ratlleburo,  then  run  under  the  firm  nanie 
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of  Ilines  &  Company.  He  Had  few  if  any  draw- 
backs in  his  business,  and  became  in  the  course 
of  time  very  solidly  prosperous.  His  last  days,  as 
wcl!  as  the  more  active  part  of  his  mature  life, 
were  spent  in  Brattleboro,  where  he  died  in  1876, 
in  his  sixty-ninth  vcar.  He  married  Hannah  L. 
Joy,  and  they  had  three  children,  Franklin,  who 
died  in  early  life ;  Eugene ;  and  Alonzo  H.,  who  is 
mentioned  below.  Mr.  Hines  possessed  those 
strong,  forceful  traits  of  character  which  made 
him  a  power  in  his  community.  As  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church  he  was  zealous  jn  all  religious 
work.  He  was  always  interested  in  things  per- 
taining to  the  city's  welfare,  and  improvised  and 
established  the  system  of  conveying  water  to  the 
city  0/  Brattleboro  by  means  of  pipes  extending 
iroin  springs  in  the  adjacent  highlands. 

Alonzo  H.  Hines  was  born  in  Brattleboro, 
January  1 1,  1839,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
c;tv  received  his  early  education.  Evincing  a  keen 
interest  in  his  studies,  he  was  later  sent  to  the 
1  .eland  and  Gray  Seminary  at  Townshend,  V  er- 
mel. 1.  where  be  became  well  grounded  in  the 
higher  brandies.  Possessed  of  a  decided  talent 
for  music,  he  also  gave  considerable  time  during 
bis  early  life  to  the  study  of  that  subject.  For  a 
hvclilKx'd.  however,  be  naturally  turned  to  em- 
ployment with  his  father,  and  in  his  youth  took  a 
ouuse  in  carjHrntering.  He  later  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  father,  and  assisted  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  until  187't.  As  the  business 
was  a  large  and  profitable  one,  he  got  a  good  start 
in  life.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  followed 
up  the  profession  of  music,  and  as  a  prompter 
has  filled  engagements  in  southern  Vermont  and 
the  adjacent  sections  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts.  Having  natural  ability,  he  has 
betn  eminently  successful  in  this  line,  and  has 
continued  it  for  forty-two  years.  1  le  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  wealth,  which  he  has  securely 
invested,  arid  he  now  owns  much  real  estate,  con- 
sisting of  residences  and  unimproved  property  ill 
P.rattlcltoro.  In  fact,  he  is  considered  one  of  the 
lit  a  w  tax  payers  of  that  city. 

In  1S01  Mr.  Hines  married  Abby  1..  Cham- 
l.<i!;;in.  a  most  estimable  woman.  A  man  of 
large  social  attributes,  he  is  well  and  favorably 
kn.-\vn  in  his  city  and  in  the  surrounding  country, 
l-'r.'-ternaliy  he  belongs  to  the  Red  Men. 


GUY  ALLEN  CLOUGH. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  has  led  a  varied 
and  somewhat  adventurous  lite,  the  kind  which 
hardens  the  muscles,  trains  the  mind  and  fur- 
nishes the  best  equipment  for  successful  grap- 
pling with  the  problems  which  confront  every 
aeti'.e  business  man.  Born  at  Waterbury,  V  er- 
mont, March  7,  1852.  and  a  son  of  Storrs  S.  and 
Alma  A.  (  Allen)  Clough,  he  received  an  excel- 
lent education  in  the  district  schools,  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  Green  Mountain  Sem- 
inary and  the  Essex  Classical  Institute.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  joined  the  famous 
corps  of  sailors  whose  achievements  have  made 
New  England  famous  all  ewer  the  world.  Enter- 
ing the  merchant  marine  service  at  St.  Johns, 
»w  P.runswick,  he  visited  in  the  line  of  duty 
many  ports  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  occasionally 
going  to  Europe  and  making  trips  to  South 
America,  the  Lesser  Antilles  and  other  distant 
]M->rts.  'Litis  somewhat  arduous  but  beneficial  ex- 
perience lasted  from  1875  until  1878.  when  Mr. 
(  lough  abandoned  the  seafaring  life  and  re- 
turned home.  Taking  service  with  George  J. 
I'rince  in  the  latter's  butter-tub  factory  at  Ran- 
dolph he  represented  that  establishment  as  its 
foreman  in  Michigan  for  two  years.  In  1890  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Braintree,  Vermont,  where 
he  lias  since  devoted  his  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. From  1889  until  1892,  in  partnership 
willi  V  ictor  1.  S|>ear,  he  was  engaged  in  shipping 
fine  grades  of  sheep  from  Vermont  to  Montana. 
During  the  years  1892  and  1893  he  represented 
the  town  of  Braintree  in  the  state  legislature  and 
made  1  commendable  record  as  a  public  official. 
Since  i8<»5  he  has  held  the  position  of  road  com- 
missioner, and  during  the  last  two  years  has  been 
school  commissioner,  in  both  capacities  showing 
aptitude  for  business  and  a  watchful  interest  in 
the  ilTairs  of  the  people. 

'  in  the  tr'.th  of  April,  1878.  Mr.  Clough  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elsie  M..  daughter  of 
William  and  J'hel>e  (Loomis)  Farnsworth.  resi- 
dents of  Braintree  ami  engaged  in  agriculture. 
The  tour  children  born  to  this  union  are  Nellie 
I'.'ancbe.  Lynn  F.,  Ray  VV.  and  Storrs  F.  The 
familv  is  well  known  and  has  many  friends.  Mr. 
Clough.  having  the  faculty  of  making  himself 
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popular  with  people  of  all  predilections  and  call- 
ings. When  elected  to  the  legislature  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  since  then  has  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  being  a  member  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No. 
28,  of  that  ancient  order  at  Randolph.  lie  at- 
tends the  Congregational  church  at  East  Brain- 
tree.  of  which  .Mrs.  Clough  is  a  member.  His 
career  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  been  credit- 
able to  him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

Storrs-  S.  Clough,  the  father  of  Guv  A. 
Clough,  was  a  native  of  Waterburv,  Vermont, 
born  April  7.  1828.  and  died  in  Roxbury,  March 
13.  1881.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Thaddeus  and 
Clarissa  (.Morse)  Clough.  The  former  came 
from  Hopkinton,  New  Hampshire,  at  the  age  of 
five  years,  to  Brookfield,  Vermont,  with  an  elder 
sister,  wife  of  Solomon  Rood.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  moved  to  Waterburv,  where  he 
passed  his  life  and  held  all  the  chief  town  offices, 
representing  the  town  three  times  in  the  state 
legislature.  He  died  November  28,  1883,  aged 
eighry-two  years.  His  wife  died  Septeml>er  30, 
187O,  aged  eighty- four  years. 

Alma  A.  Allen  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Deacon  Asaph  Allen,  a  cousin  of  Colonel  Ethan 
Allen.  Asaph  Allen's  wife  was  I'ersis  Sheldon, 
of  Bernardston,  Massachusetts,  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  .Margaret  Burke,  who  was  a  sister  of  Sir 
Edmond  Burke.  Deacon  Asaph  Allen  was  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier  and  a  pensioner.  Eliakim  Al- 
len was  a  son  of  Asaph  Allen,  and  the  father  ot 
Alma  A.  Allen.  The  latter  died  February  20, 
1851,  aged  thirty  years.  Eliakim  Allen  died  at 
Waterburv,  March  25.  1875,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years  and  one  month.  His  wife  Deborah  died 
October  19,  1857,  aged  seventy-one  years  and 
eleven  months. 

REV.  WILLIAM  H.  W  ASH  III  RXE,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Wi'liam  H.  Washburnc,  D.  P..  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  was  born  in  Renssclaerville, 
Albany  county.  New  York,  on  the  18th  day  of 
October,  1830.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Illinois 
Wcdcvan  University,  of  the  Boston  University 
Schooi  of  Theology,  and  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Livingstone 
College  in  l8<)6.     He  entered  the  ministry  by- 


joining  the  Troy  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  1806.  On  July  10.  i8n£,  he 
was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Betsy  Swartwout, 
of  \\  estcrlo.  New  York.  Two  sons  were  born  of 
this  marriage,  Robert  Hoosick,  now  a  minister 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  :  and  Ernest 
S..  a  manufacturer  in  Troy,  New  York.  Febru- 
ary 27,  1001,  Dr.  Washburnc  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Gcorgiana  Craw,  of  Albanv,  New 
York. 

Dr.  Washburnc  became  pastor  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  in  Bennington  in  1900. 
The  church  is  fairly  prosperous,  a  floating  debt 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars  has  been  reduced  to 
four  hundred  dollars,  without  interest.  There  is 
a  membership  of  nearly  four  hundred,  and  good 
large  congregations  attend  on  the  church  services. 
The  present  church  edifice  was  built  of  a  sort  of 
flint  stone,  sixty-five  years  ago. 

SALMON  WILLIAMS. 

Though  at  present  keeping  a  hotel  in  East 
Bniintree,  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
biography  spent  the  greater  Rart  of  his  life  on  a 
farm,  engaged  in  the  varied  lines  of  agriculture 
suitable  to  this  section.  His  father,  George  Will- 
iams, who  was  a  native  of  Northficld,  Vermont, 
and  a  son  of  an  early  settler  of  Washington  coun- 
ty, purchased  and  cleared  a  farm  on  which  he 
remained  almost  all  his  life.  He  held  the  posi- 
tion of  justice  of  the  peace  and  other  town  offices, 
farmed  with  fair  success,  and  stood  well  in  the 
community  among  all  classes.  He  married  Julia 
Spear,  the  early  representatives  of  whose  family 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Braintree.  Her 
father,  Jacob  Spear,  was  a  farmer  and  rose  to  a 
position  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  day. 
George  Williams  was  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  a  Universalist  in  his  religious  belief. 

His  son  Salmon,  who  bought  the  farm,  was 
born  April  4.  1840.  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
verv  brief  interval,  spent  sixty-one  years  of  his 
life  < ;n  the  olrl  homestead.  Recently,  however, 
he  sold  thi>  place  and  now  owns  the  old  East 
Braintree  Hoiel,  which  he  conducts  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  ihe  traveling  public.  Like  his  im- 
med'ate  ancestors,  he  has  affiliated  in  ]>olitics 
with  the  Republican  party,  which  had  an  early 
growth  on  Vermont  soil  and  has  dominated  that 
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state  for  half  a  century.  The  estimation  in  which 
Mr.  Williams  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  ho  has  ot\en  been  called 
to  fill  important  positions  in  connection  with  local 
affairs.  Among  the  offices  he  has  held,  are  those 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  selectman  and  lister,  be- 
sides discharging  the  duties  of  town  and  grand 
juryman,  and  was  overseer  of  the  poor  for  six 
years. 

On  the  28th  of  October.  1862.  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Salmon  Williams  and  Lucy  A. 
Dowen,  the  latter  a  native  of  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York,  and  a  woman  of  many  estimable  traits 
of  character.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  comfortably  set- 
tled in  life  and  have  done  well.  George  D.  is  a 
farmer  in  Washington,  Vermont;  Cara  J.  is  the 
wife  of  L.  P.  Kinney,  of  Lebanon,  New  Hamp- 
shire; Hattie  L.  married  C  E.  Bowman,  a  fann- 
er of  Roxbnry,  who  of  late  has  purchased  the  old 
Williams  homestead;  Lura  Bell  is  the  wife  of 
Collin  McRitchic.  of  Maine:  and  Alvin  S.  is  an 
employe  in  the  Edison  Electric  Light  Works  at 
Schenectadv,  New  York.  Mr.  Williams  is  liberal 
in  his  religious  belief,  and,  like  the  family  for 
generations,  is  an  adherent  ot  the  doctrines  taught 
by  the  universalisl  church.  He  has  always  taken 
much  inn-rest  in  agricultural  affairs,  for  years  has 
been  an  enthusiastic  worker  among  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Grange  at  Snowville,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the 
offices. 

FRANK  OREL  Rl.'RT. 

5n  the  death  <  f  Mr.  Frank  Orel  liurt,  the 
village  of  Stowe  was  deprived  of  one  of  its 
chiefest  ornaments  one  whose  life  was  devoted 
to  the  advancement  of  its  interests,  morally  as 
a<  well  as  materially,  and  whose  sterling  traits 
of  character  are  now  a  proper  theme  for  sake  of 
the  inlhtence  which  such  a  life  must  exert  in  the 
community. 

lie  was  born  in  Waterbury.  Vermont,  Feb- 
ruary 10.  1K40.  a  son  of  (  harks  and  Edna  Burt. 
He  was  reared  upon  the  homestead  farm,  where 
he  labored  for  several  years,  lie  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  in  Waterbury.  and  the. Stowe 
high  school,  and  made  such  advancement  in 
knowledge   that    he   subsequently   taught  with 


much  success  for  several  terms.  In  18X3,  in  as- 
sociation with  his  brother,  Charles  E.  Hurt,  he 
engage*  1  in  the  lumber  business,  which  they  con- 
ducted with  such  industry  and  intelligence  that 
it  soon  came  to  Ik-  recognized  as  one  of  the 
principal  industries  of  Stowe,  while  the  firm  was 
numbered  among  the  most  enterprising  lumber 
producers  in  the  state.  Practically  controlling 
four  thousand,  live  hundred  acres  of  fine  timber 
lands,  the  proprietors,  in  the  conduct  of  their 
business,  afforded  a  sadly  needed  object  lesson  to 
the  lumber  producers  of  the  entire  country,  in 
carefully  reserving  a  large  share  of  their  trees 
for  future  growth,  and  they  calculated  that  by 
their  method  the  town  would,  as  a  whole,  grow 
timber  w  ith  sufficient  rapidity  to  nearly  compen- 
sate tor  the  annual  cuttings.  In  the  division  of 
labor,  tc  C.  E.  Burt  was  committed  the  over- 
sight of  the  logging  and  freighting,  while  Frank 
O.  Burt  had  charge  of  the  manufacturing  and 
sales.  In  all  the  affairs  of  the  business,  which 
brought  him  into  contact  with  all  classes  of  men, 
he  displayed  those  qualities  which  mark  the  real 
man  of  affairs.  At  the  same  time  he  bore  him- 
self as  one  to  w  hom  was  committed  a  trust  rather 
than  a  matter  of  a  private  business,  so  considerate 
was  he  of  others,  whether  employes  or  customers. 
He  apjiearcd  to  regard  the  enterprise  in  which 
were  emliarked  his  talents  and  his  means,  as  a 
part  of  the  life  of  the  village,  and  he  conducted 
its  affairs  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  vil- 
lages to  reap  the  fullest  share  of  the  benefits 
which  that  enterprise  could  bring.  In  all  his 
dealings  he  was  distinguished  for  his  lofty  in- 
tegrity. No  taint  of  smallness,  saying  naught  of 
sharp  business  methods,  ever  attached  to  him. 
His  name  was  the  synonym  for  an  absolute  hon- 
esty', which  broadened  out  into  liberality,  and, 
were  there  honest  question  as  to  conflicting  in- 
terests, he  would  cheerfully  yield,  in  favor  of 
another,  the  larger  share  of  that  which  was  in 
controversy. 

While  his  efforts  were  largely  devoted  to  the 
business  with  which  his  name  was  so  prominently 
associated.  Mr.  Kurt  rendered  loyal  service  to 
the  community  in  various  other  imjxjrtant  capac- 
ities He  took  a  foremost  part  in  securing  the 
establishment  of  the  Stowe  Waterbury  Electric 
Railroad,  as  well  ns  every  other  enterprise  prom- 
ising of  advantage  to  the  village  or  county.  With 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


565 


his  brother,  he  established  the  mitiatiire  but  use- 
ful water  supply  from  the  old  Mount  Mansfield 
hotel  site,  and  by  so  doing  brought  benefit  to  a 
goodly  number  of  worthy  people.  Deeply  inter- 
ested in  educational  affairs,  he  served  as  school 
director  for  nine  years,  and  it  is  without  question 
that  no  one  of  that  period  took  so  active  or  use- 
ful part  as  did  he  in  promoting  the  usefulness 
of  the  schools  of  Stowe  and  in  elevating  the  stand- 
ards of  teaching  and  scholarship.  He  served  at 
one  time  as  first  selectman,  and  in  1900  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  legislature.  In  both  these 
positions  he  was  an  ideal  public  official,  putting 
from  himself  all  selfishness,  and  laboring  with 
singleness  of  heart  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munitv  and  the  state.  He  was  an  exemplary 
practical  Christian,  and  an  attendant  and  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Unitarian  church.  He  was  a 
member  of  Mystic  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  his 
political  affiliations  were  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

Mr.  Burt  died  July  1902,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  years.  He  was  in  the  very  prime  of 
his  physical  and  mental  powers,  and,  until  seized 
with  his  last  illness,  gave  every  promise  of  a  long 
-extended  life  of  usefulness.  He  was  compara- 
tively young  to  hold  so  high  a  place  as  he  did  in 
the  hearts  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  It  is  to  be 
said,  in  all  truthfulness,  that  he  was  the  must 
highly  regarded  of  all  citizens  of  Stowe.  Every 
eriort  of  his  life  had  for  its  inspiration  the  in- 
terests of  his  community,  and  his  every  act  was 
to  it>  advantage.  Thus  much  may  he  read  be- 
tween the  lines  in  the  foregoing  narrative  of  his 
business  and  public  career.  In  his  personal  re- 
lations with  his  fellows  he  was  sympathetic  to  a 
degree  approaching  that  of  close  and  real  kin- 
ship. He  never  lost  and  was  ever  making  oppor- 
tunity to  render  some  helpful  service  to  the  needy 
ones  alntut  him.  in  judicious  counsel  and  with 
his  means,  in  aid  to  the  establishment  of  business 
or  making  a  home,  in  rendering  assistance  in  time 
of  financial  embarrassment,  and  in  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  sick  and  distressed,  and  he 
was  frequently  known  (o  practice  almost  pathetic 
self-denial  in  order  to  assist  a  neighbor.  In  all 
this  intercourse  with  those  about  him,  he  was 
modest  and  unostentatious,  and  his  private  Ikiic- 
f  act  ions  remain  unknown  save  as  they  were  told 
of  by  those  w  ho  were  debtors  to  his  kindhe  irted- 


ness.  Domestic  in  his  tastes,  he  was  essentially 
a  home  man,  devoted  to  his  wife  and  children  in 
much  closer  degree  than  is  usual  with  men  of 
affairs,  and  only  to  be  drawn  from  them  when  he 
might  render  some  Samaritan-like  service  to  a 
needy  person. 

Mr.  Mint  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Lillian  May,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children :  Craig,  who,  although  young  in 
years,  has  afforded  every  evidence  of  possessing 
the  excellent  personal  attributes  of  his  father,  and 
who.  as  a  im-mlxr  of  the  firm  of  Burt  Brothers, 
has  succeeded  to  the  responsibilities  of  handling 
the  business  interests  of  the  father :  Barbara,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  office  of  the  firm;  Wayne,  Mar- 
jorie.  Rebecca. 

Mr.  Burt  was  again  married,  October  17, 
1807,  to  M's*  Jeanette  Straw,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  A.  Straw,  who  was  a  wheelwright  and 
miller,  and  operated  a  grist  mill  in  Stowe  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Burt,  a  lady  of  edu- 
cation and  culture,  brought  to  her  husband  all 
those  graces  of  character  w  hich  made  her  a  con- 
genial helpmate  to  her  devoted  husband,  and  she 
repaid  his  affections  with  an  anient  sympathy 
in  the  concerns  of  his  active  career,  and  with  un- 
selfish devotion  in  his  last  days. 

SAX  FORD  E.  EMERY. 

San  ford  E.  Emery,  an  efficient  and  successful 
attorney  and  land  surveyor  of  Proctorsvillc.  Ver- 
mont, was  born  in  Plymouth,  Vermont,  June  11, 
1S57.  ;•  descendant  of  an  ancestry  who  have  re- 
sided for  generations  in  the  Xew  England  states. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  but  subsequently  removed  to 
Vermont,  where  his  son  Willard  Emery,  grand- 
father of  San  ford  E.  Emery,  was  born  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  shoemaker  in  Plymouth, 
Vermont,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  following  named  children  :  Charles, 
James.  Moses  and  Willard  Emery. 

James  X.  Emery,  father  of  San  ford  E.  E111- 
erv,  was  liorn  at  Plymouth.  Vermont.  January 
15,  iX.^.  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C, 
Sixth  Regiment.  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  in 
i8f.;t.  and  was  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral. He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  A. 
Carlisle,  and,  their  children  were'    Sanford  E. ; 
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Abbie,  who  died  in  1883,  was  the  wife  of  Charles 
Ross :  ami  Addie,  a  widow  now  residing  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  was  twice  married.  Mr.  Emery's 
death  occurred  in  the  Baltimore  Hospital,  Octo- 
ber 27,  1864.  from  disease  contracted  during  his 
service  in  the  United  States  army,  he  being  then 
only  thiriv-onc  years  of  age.  He  was  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  married  for  her  second  hus- 
band Artemns  Spaulding.  a  farmer  of  Cavendish, 
Vermont ;  they  have  two  children,  Laura,  now 
Laura  Darling,  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts;  and 
Edith  Spaulding  roster,  residing  at  Cavendish. 

Sanford  E.  Emery,  only  son  of  James  N.  and 
Sarah  Emery,  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  Black  River  Academy,  and  upon 
attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  teaching  schix>l  during  the  win- 
ter season.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  New 
Hampshire  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic 
Arts  at  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1881,  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S.  In  the  following  autumn  Mr. 
Emery  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  Vermont  Mar- 
ble Company,  where  for  a  short  period  of  time 
he  acted  in  that  capacity  at  Proctor,  then  at 
Sutherland  Falls ;  he  finally  resolved  to  carry  out 
his  long  cherished  purpose  to  study  law,  and  en- 
tered the  office  of  John  F.  Dean,  of  Cavendish, 
Vermont :  later  he  pursued  a  course  of  reading  in 
the  office  of  \V.  W.  Sticknev,  at  Ludlow,  Ver- 
mont. Subsequently  he  became  a  student  in  the 
Albany  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1886,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. ;  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  October  of  the  same  year, 
and  settled  in  Proctorsvilie.  Vermont,  where  he 
bas  since  conducted  a  general  practice.  Mr.  Em- 
ery has  been  identified  for  many  years  with  the 
educational  affairs  of  the  town,  not  only  as  a 
teacher,  but  as  town  superintendent  of  schools, 
director  and  member  of  the  school  board,  holding 
the  latter  T>osition  at  the  present  time  (kkji). 
In  1884  he  was  elected  constable  and  served  three 
years,  and  in  1805  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  Proctorsvilie,  bv  the  fourth  assistant  postmaster 
general  umLr  President  Cleveland's  administra- 
tion, serving  four  years,  until  189^.  Mr.  Emery 
is  a  member  of  LaFaycttc  Lodge  No.  53,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Cavendish,  joining  the  order  when  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  He  has  bccti  active  and  aggres- 
sive in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  Mtppri  s<n.ii  of 


the  illegal  salt  of  intoxicating  liquors, and  in  every 
way  has  shown  himself  to  be  interested  in  the 
welfare  and  betterment  of  the  town.  Mr.  Emery 
is  the  efficient  leader  of  the  Cadet  Band  and  of 
the  Amphonic  Orchestra,  and  he  also  acts  in  the 
capacity  of  violinist  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Proctorsvilie.  His  acquisitions  in 
music,  as  in  every  other  field  of  effort,  have  been 
solely  the  result  of  his  own  persistent  endeavor, 
he  having  never  taken  a  lesson  in  music. 

On  October  to,  1883,  Mr.  Emery  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  E.  Adams,  a  daughter 
of  Milton  and  Ella  Adams,  atid  granddaughter  of 
Esek  Adams,  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Cav- 
endish, where  he  tilled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  some  twenty  consecutive  years.  He 
was  a  brother  of  Hon.  Luther  Adams,  of  Chester. 
One  child  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emery, 
Flossie  I.  Emery,  who  died  in  infancy. 

HENRY  EDMUND  BOND. 

Henry  E.  Bond,  of  Brattlcboro,  a  dealer  in 
undertaking  goods,  is  conducting  the  largest  busi- 
ness iji  his  line  of  anyone  in  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont. I J  is  present  lucrative  position  has  been 
attained  largely  through  his  own  efforts.  Start- 
ing in  life  as  a  wheelwright,  he  has  by  prudence 
and  wisdom  managed  to  keep  steadily  on  the  ris- 
ing plane  of  life,  and  has  met  with  few,  if  any, 
drawbacks.  Born  in  Dummcrston,  Windham 
county,  Vermont,  November  7,  184 1 .  he  is  a  son 
of  Lieutenant  Luke  Tavlor  and  Elsie  (Stoddard) 
Bond. 

The  Bond  family  is  of  English  origin,  trace- 
able to  William  the  Conqueror,  and  this  line 
conies  from  one  of  two  brotliers,  William,  born  in 
Plymouth.  England,  who  was  one  of  the  early 
sealers  of  Portland,  Maine,  in  1780.  The  family 
numbers  among  its  members  a  great  many  men 
of  prominence.  William  Bond,  a  collateral  con- 
nection of  Henry  F..  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
University,  held  for  many  years  a  professorship 
in  tint  institution,  and  his  son  was  also  a  profes- 
sor there,  and  one  of  the  celebrated  astronomers 
of  Ins  day.  On  bis  mother's  side  Henry  E.  Bond 
is  connected  with  an  old  and  influential  family  of 
New  Hampshire.  His  maternal  grandmother, 
Sarah  Thomas,  was  the  first  child  born  in  the 
town  of  Chesterfield.  New  Hampshire. 
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Samuel  Bond,  grandfather  of  Henry  E.,  was 
born  in  Portland,  Maine,  August  28,  1783,  and, 
though  his  career  was  cut  short  by  an  early  death, 
made  a  success  of  his  work  as  far  as  it  went.  He 
came  from  Maine  at  an  early  date  and  settled  in 
Connecticut.  I^atcr  lie  moved  to  Braltlcboro,  and 
spent  some  years  in  Dummerston  and  Chester- 
field. In  early  life  he  learned  the  trades  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner,  which  he  followed  in  his  dif- 
ferent places  of  residence,  meeting  everywhere 
with  excellent  success.  Being  an  expert  work- 
man, he  always  found  plenty  of  work,  and  com- 
manded the  highest  wages.  His  death  occurred 
in  W  estmoreland,  Xew  Hampshire,  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-six,  and  was  from  the  result  of  an 
injury  received  from  a  fall.  He  married  Mary 
Tenney,  and  they  had  two  children,  Luke  Taylor 
Bond.  who  is  mentioned  below ;  and  Samuel 
Bond,  who  married  Miss  Woodbury,  and  resided 
in  Michigan,  where  he  died. 

Lieutenant  Luke  Taylor  Bond,  the  father  of 
Henrv  E.,  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and 
helped  to  develop  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Windham  county.  He  was  born  in  Dummerston, 
Windham  county,  and  spent  many  years  of  his 
life  in  that  vicinity.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he 
settled  upon  a  farm  in  county  and  there  gave  his 
best  energies  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the 
raising  of  stock.  Being  a  man  of  intelligence  he 
always  kept  posted  on  the  best  methods  of  agri- 
culture, and  possessed  the  w  isdom  to  apply  them 
with  most  excellent  results.  He  married  Elsie 
Stoddard,  who  gave  him  the  most  sympathetic 
encouragement  in  all  his  undertakings.  She  came 
of  an  excellent  family,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Lemuel  Stoddard,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  also 
a  Revolutionary  hero,  who  participated  in  the 
fateful  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bond  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  have  married  as  follows :  Cordelia  E., 
now  deceased,  who  became  Mrs.  H.  R.  Rose; 
Leroy.  who  married  Eliza  Stoddard:  Dexter  S., 
who  wedded  Annis  Green,  and- Levitt  I-'.,  who 
married  Julia  Pearce.  Henry  E.  Bond  is  men- 
tioned below.  The  other  children  were  Martha 
L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years:  and 
Colonel  George  H.  Bond,  who  married  Addie  C. 
Carpenter.  Mr.  Luke  T.  Bond  was  an  influential 
man  in  his  section,  was  a  member  of  the  militia 


and  received  the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the 
Eloodwood  organization.  As  an  old-line  Whig 
and  subsequently  a  Republican,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  local  politics. 

Henry  E.  Bond  was  reared  in  Dummerston, 
and  in  the  common  schools  of  that  city  received 
his  education,  becoming  well  grounded  in  the 
rudiments.  Inclined  toward  mechanical  pursuits, 
at  an  early  age  he  learned  the  wheelwright's 
trade.  This  he  followed  for  some  years,  and.  be- 
ing an  expert  workman,  commanded  the  best  of 
wages.  In  1865  he  secured  a  position  with  the 
Estey  Organ  Com|>am.  His  ability  was  at  once 
recognized,  and  giving  marked  satisfaction,  he 
remained  with  the  firm  until  1883.  Having  dur- 
ing diis  period  managed  to  lay  by  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  he  was  now  enabled  to  start  into 
business  for  himself,  and.  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness furnishing  a  clear  field,  he  opened  an  es- 
tablishment of  this  kind  and  put  in  a  small  slock 
of  goods.  In  order  to  conduct  the  business  with 
the  best  results  he  took  an  eight-year  course  at 
the  Oriental  College  of  Embalming,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1891.  The  results  are  that  his 
services  have  been  in  the  greatest  demand,  and  he 
has  I»een  obliged  to  greatly  enlarge  his  business 
from  time  to  time.  He  now  has  the  most  ex- 
tensive trade  of  any  one  in  his  line  in  the  state, 
and  is  carrying  the  most  complete  stock  of  goods 
and  that  of  the  highest  grade. 

Mr.  Bond  married  Maria  L.  Knight,  a  grand- 
daughter of  John  Cathan,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Dummerston,  w  here  he  was  a  leading  cit- 
izen and  held  many  local  offices.  He  died  in 
Dummerston.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Bond  was 
Wilder  Knight,  a  builder  of  Brattleboro,  who 
had  one  son,  Jerome  W.,  now  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bond  have  one  child,  William  II.,  who  is 
ikw  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  He 
married  Ella  Morse,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
granddaughter  of  Colonel  Augustus,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Harrison  A.  Morse,  and,  after  her  death, 
Lavinah  Seymour  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Chel- 
son  W.  Hubbard,  late  of  Omaha.  Nebraska,  and 
granddaughter  of  Colonel  John  Hunt.  By  the 
first  marriage  there  was  one  child.  William  H. 
Bond  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  his  city.  Both  in  religious  and  s<x-ial 
circles  he  is  well  known.     He  is  an  influential 
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member  of  the  Congregations]  church :  and  fra- 
ternally affiliates  with  the  Wantastiquct  Lodge. 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Henry  F.  Bond  is  one  of  the  lx*st  known  men 
in  his  city,  not  only  in  business  circles,  hut  also  in 
fraternal  and  religious  organizations.  He  be- 
longs lo  Columbian  Lodge  No.  30,  F.  &  A.  M.: 
Fori  l>ummer  Oiapter  No.  12.  R.  A.  M. :  Con- 
nection Valley  Council  No.  16.  R.  &  S.  M.; 
Beanscant  Conunandery  No.  7.  K.  T. :  Vermont 
Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S. :  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  S. :  Wantastiquet  Lodge.  I.  O.  < ).  P.; 
Protective  Grange:  and  Rebekah  Lodge  No.  1. 
Keenly  interested  in  military  organizations,  he 
has  served  for  eight  years  as  commissary  ser- 
geant of  Comj»an\  I,  First  Regiment,  in  the  state 
militia.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
Ok*  Vermont  Funeral  Directors'  and  Kmbalmcrs" 
Association  (now  Vermont  Undertakers'  and 
F.mbalmers'  Association),  was  its  first -president, 
and  has  held  tliat  office  continuously  since.  He 
is  president  of  the  llrattlelioro  Street  Railroad. 
He  has  l>een  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  for  over  eighteen  years,  and  is  one  of  the 
tnis'ees  and  a  most  substantial  member.  A-  a 
Republican  he  exercises  a  wide  influence  in  local 
politics.  Strict  attention  to  business  and  high 
intellectual  endowments  have  been  promoters  <  i 
bis  success  in  lite 

\ 

I  K  WIN  S.  ROWLEY. 

Frwin  Safford  Rowley,  of  Shclhurnc.  Ver- 
mont, a  sou  of  Aaron  and  Mercy  Rowley,  was 
born  Vpril  32,  iSjj.  Aaron  Rowley,  father  of 
Aaron  Rowley,  was  a  resident  of  Connecticut, 
and  -hortlv  after  the  termination  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  he  removed  to  Shelburne.  Vermont, 
winch  at  that  time  was  nothing  but  a  wilderness, 
and  was  among  the  earnest  settlers  of  the  town. 
He  Cleared  up  a  faprge  tract  of  land,  on  which,  in 
lS<»».  he  erected  the  brick  residence  which  has 
Since  Urn  known  as  the  Rowley  homestead.  He 
■Ism  built  two  miles  of  the  Rurhngton  and  Shel- 
burne tnrnptke,  which  had  to  be  cut  through  an 
almost  imjH-netrab'e  forest.  Mr.  Rowlev  was  the 
ineutvl>ent  of  mam  town  offices  of  trust  and  rc- 
sponMbility,  and  was  sheriff  oi  Chittenden  county 
for  many  tears*  lie  married  Miss  Nancy  More- 
]v.»si.  ami  their  children  were:    Fr.istus.  Aaron. 


Heman.  Alonzo,  Marshall,  Nancy.  Pliny  and 
Sally.  Mr.  Rowlev  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

Aaron  Rowley,  father  of  Frwin  S.  Rowlev. 
was  liorn  in  the  town  of  Shelburne.  tX-toUr  28, 
I ~S*).  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  resided  upon  his  father's  farm  until 
he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when  he 
left  the  parental  roof  and  purchased  a  farm,  which 
he  cleared  and  cultivated,  and  on  which  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death.    During  the  war 


ERWIN  S.  ROWLEV 

of  iStj.  when  the  country  needed  his  service*,  he 
enSstcd  it  the  army  and  |iarticipatcd  in  the  battle 
of  Pfottsburg.  Mr.  Rowley  was  an  adherent  of 
the  Whit"  and.  later,  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
was  chosen  to  till  the  offices  of  selectman  and 
lUier.  and  to  otficiate  in  other  local  offices.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mercy  Drew, 
daughter  of  Peter  Drew,  and  their  children  were: 
Mary,  horn  December  7.  181S.  married  Ibniel 
names:  Frwin   S..  further   mcnti«wd   hck>»  ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Aaron,  lx>rn  July  u,  1825,  who  was  a  painter  by- 
trade,  ami  in  1844  went  west,  and  died  in  St.  Jo- 
seph, Michigan,  June  10,  1880:  and  Peter,  born 
June  17.  I*.?;,  a  resident  of  Ilurlington.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  died  October  4,  i$tM>,  and 
hi>  wife  died  November  30,  1831).  at  the  age  of 
jorty-f<  ur  year.-. 

Krwin  S.  Rowley,  eldest  son  of  Aaron  and 
Mercy  Rowley,  was  also  born  on  the  Rowley 
homestead,  where  he  resided  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  what  bis  thoughts  turned  to  a  sea- 
faring life.  He  purchased  a  vessel  ami  engaged  in 
the  lake  traffic  between  Canada  and  New  York. 
This  proved  to  be  a  very  successful  and  remuner- 
ative business,  and  he  continued  in  this  line  for 
seventeen  years.  In  1857,  desiring  a  change,  he 
purchased  a  farm  west  of  the  village  of  Shelburne, 
and  for  some  years  turned  his  time  and  attention 
to  farming.  He  finally  sold  the  property  to  Dr. 
\V.  Seward  Webb,  and  it  became  a  part  of  what  is 
known  as  Shelburne  Farms.  Since  he  disposed 
of  his  own  farm  he  has  resided  on  the  farm  for- 
merly owned  by  his  father. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  discharged 
mam  public  and  official  trusts,  such  as  selectman 
and  lister  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  was  also 
the  representative  from  Shelburne  in  the  legisla- 
ture in  1872.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Shelburne,  and  a  meml>cr  of 
Friendship  Lodge  No.  24,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Charlotte. 

Mr.  Wow  ley  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Sin- 
sricton.  of  Shelburne.  in  February.  18-1.  and  their 
two  sons  are  Fred  F.  and  1  lenry  \.  The  former, 
a  farmer  in  New  Haven.  Vermont,  married  Miss 
Jessie  Nash,  of  Shelburne.  and  their  two  sons  are 
James  Frwin  and  Leon.  Mr.  Rowley  deal-  largely 
in  live  stock  and  fruits.  Henry  N.  married  Mi-s 
Alice  Palmer,  of  I  errisburg,  and  they  reside  on 
hi-  father'-  farm.  He  is  an  extensive  dealer  in 
fruit,  and  is  widely  known  to  both  producer-  and 
buyers. 

ALDFN   EPSON  JECPF.VINE. 

The  above  named,  who  passed  away  at  his 
home  in  Hardwick.  February  to,  1888.  was  the 
most  progressive  and  influential  citizen  of  that 
town  and  among  the  leading  men  of  the  county 
and  state.    He  was  long  foremost  in  the  develop- 


ment of  business  and  opening  of  land  to  cultiva- 
tion, and  was  in  many  senses  a  benefactor  to  his 
fellow  men.  contributing  to  the  educational,  moral 
and  soiritual  interests  of  the  community  in  which 
bis  lot  was  cast. 

His  first  ancestor,  of  whom  knowledge  is 
now  obtainable,  was  W  illiam  Jeudevine,  who 
went  from  Sterling.  Massachusetts,  to  Charles- 
town.  New  Hampshire,  in  1778.  The  name  was, 
without  doubt,  in  its  original  form,  Jeu  de  Vine, 
of  French  origin,  but  no  account  has  been  pre- 
served of  the  family's  removal  to  the  United 
States.  As  there  were  several  French  families 
among  the  second  and  other  early  shiploads  of 
Puritans  in  the  Plymouth  colony,  it  may  Ik-  pre- 
sumed that  tlus  name  was  early  planted  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Cornelius,  son  of  William  Jeudevine,  was  born 
November  2,  177(1.  in  Sterling,  Massachusetts, 
ami  obtained  his  physical  and  mental  develop- 
ment in  Charlestown.  New  Hampshire.  He  set- 
tled at  Concord,  Vermont,  in  1805.  and  was  then 
a  vigorous  and  intellectual  man.  and  gained 
prominence  in  the  affairs  of  his  town  and  state, 
dying  August  31.  1862.  He  married.  June  11, 
i8or.  Lucy,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  and 
Susannah  (  Johnson  '\  \\  etherbee.  Samuel  Weth- 
erbce  was  the  sixth  child  of  Captain  Ephraitn 
Wetiierlne.  an  original  proprietor  of  Charles- 
town,  where  he  was  highly  respected  for  his 
manly  virtues.  Captain  Samuel  Wcthcrbec  was 
a  leading  spirit  in  the  struggle  for  American  inde- 
pendence, and  was  many  y  ears  a  member  of  the 
general  court,  and  also  served  as  county  judge. 
Susannah  Johnson  was  only  four  years  old  when, 
w'th  her  parents  and  a  sister  and  brother,  she 
was  taken  captive  bv  Indians  at  Charlestown.  Au- 
gust i<).  1754.  but  -he  returned  to  Charlestown 
in  tT'io.  Her  mother  published  an  account  of 
their  capii\itv.  Lucy  ( Wethcr!>ee )  Jeudevine 
was  the  mother  of  three  children.  Lutlura,  Alden 
E.  and  Harvey.  The  daughter  Itccame  the  wife 
of  Adolphus  Iloltnn.  and  died  March  27,  1847, 
aged  thirtv-.-eveii  years.  The  mother  passed 
away  \pril  2<u  1820.  and  Mr.  Jeudevine  mar- 
ried. May  2<».  1827.  Eliza  Cushman.  of  Little- 
ton. New  Hampshire,  who  survived  her  husband 
until  April  to.  1S7S.  Cornelius  Jeudevine  was 
extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  was.  for  a 
period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  proprietor  of  a 
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rural  store  at  Concord  Corner,  and  was  a  suc- 
cessful man.  Of  broad  mind,  he  appreciated  the 
value  of  education  and  endeavored  to  equip  his 
children  for  good  citizenship.  He  was  ever  active 
in  promoting  religion  and  temperance,  and  was  an 
enthusiastic  worker  for  temperance  when  such 
a  course  was  unpopular,  and  spent  freely  of  his 
time  and  monev  te  promote  those  causes  in  which 
he  felt  deep  convictions.  It  was  natural  that  his 
townsmen  should  honor  him  by  selection  for 
many  resj>onsible  positions,  and  he  served  in  the 
capacity  of  justice  of  the  jieace,  selectman  and  in 
other  offices,  was  a  delegate  to  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1814  and  represented  Concord  in 
the  state  legislature  in  the  two  succeeding  years. 

Under  such  precepts  and  example  was  A  Wen 
E.  Jeudevine  reared,  and  well  he  profited  by 
them.  He  was  born  August  4.  1811.  in  Concord, 
and  was  early  accustomed  to  assist  his  father  in 
business.  His  education  was  completed  at  Con- 
cord Academy,  then  under  an  able  instructor. 
Rev.  S.  R.  Hall.  Inheriting  his  father's  qualities 
of  energy  and  acumen,  young  Jeudevine  soon 
manifested  business  ability  of  no  mean  order. 
When  only  twenty-two  years  old.  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputv  sheriff,  and  filled  this  position 
six  years  continuously.  During  this  period,  he 
was  elected  high  bailiff  of  Essex  county,  and  bad 
the  appointment  of  several  deputies. 

In  1839  Mr.  Jeudevine  left  his  native  county 
and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  village  of  Hardwick. 
then  a  rural  community,  remote  from  business 
centers  and  railroad  communication.  Here  his 
financial  ability  and  energy  found  a  promising 
field,  ami  he  soon  assumed  the  position  which  he 
was  bound  to  attain  in  any  community.  In  com- 
pany with  a  cousin  from  Charlestown.  Xew 
Hampshire.  Jonathan  Kaker.  he  began  a  mercan- 
tile business  under  the  name  of  I'.aker  &  Jeude- 
vine. which  association  lasted  four  or  five  years. 
He  was  then  associated  with  Adolphus  Holton 
under  the  stvle  of  Holton  &  Jeudevine.  which 
continued  until  1807.  They  did  a  large  mercan- 
tile business,  besides  farming  and  dealing  in  cat- 
tle. In  the  last  named  year  Mr.  Jeudevine  re- 
tired from  mercantile  pursuits  ami  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  fanning  and  the  care  of  his 
real  estate,  which  included  several  thousand  acre-. 
In  the  meantime  tie  bad  held  extensive  mercan- 
tile interests.  Nnh  in  Hardwick  and  el-ewhere. 


being  a  partner  in  Jeudevine.  Nelson  &  Company 
at  Woodbury,  from  1847  to  1853,  and  in  Jeude- 
vine, Carruth  &  Company  at  East  Charlestown, 
from  1853  to  1859;  also  in  A.  T.  Way  &  Com- 
pany for  three  years,  and  twelve  years  in  Way, 
Titus  &  Company  at  Hardwick. 

Mr.  Jeudevine  was  a  pioneer  in  the  Free-soil 
movement,  as  unpopular  when  he  took  it  up  as 
was  the  temperance  cause  when  first  advocated 
by  his  father.  He  never  did  things  by  halves,  and 
when  he  espoused  the  cause  of  freedom,  he  gave 
the  same  earnest  and  active  efforts  for  its  suc- 
cess which  characterized  his  private  pursuits. 
From  the  organisation  of  the  Republican  party, 
he  was  among  its  foremost  supporters,  and  was 
alwavs  prominent  in  the  party  councils.  He  was 
fearless  and  untiring  in  the  advocacy  of  its  prin- 
ciples. It  was  inevitable  that  such  men  as  he 
would  be  called  to  the  public  sen-ice.  He  served 
the  town  seven  years  as  clerk  and  ten  years  as 
selectman.  For  a  period  of  twenty-three  years  be 
was  postmaster  of  Hardwick,  receiving  his  first 
commission  under  the  administration  of  President 
Tvler  and  his  last  under  Abraham  Lincoln.  Tie 
was  elected  assistant  judge  of  the  countv  court 
in  1850  and  185 1.  and  county  commissioner  in 
1854,  being  the  first  chosen  under  the  law  con- 
stituting that  office,  and  was  a  member  of  three 
constitutional  conventions,  in  1850.  1857  and 
1870.  Tn  the  legislatures  of  1853  and  1854  he 
represented  Hardw'ick.  and  again  in  the  biennial 
sessions  of  1878  and  1880.  serving  on  important 
committees  and  conferring  credit  U]K>n  himself 
and  his  constituency.  Tn  the  last  named  session 
he  introduced  several  important  measures,  and 
one  of  these  is  still  known  as  the  "Jeudevine 
highway  law."  He  represented  Caledonia  county 
in  the  state  senate  in  i860  and  186 r.  doing  im- 
portant committee  work  here  also.  Keeping  ever 
the  welfare  of  the  greatest  number  in  view.  Mr. 
Jeudevine  was  a  valuable  legislator,  as  he  was 
alwavs  a  good  citizen. 

(It  was  always  present  wherever  duty  called, 
am'  was  an  active  factor  in  promoting  town  im- 
provements. The  tow  n  records  show  that  he  was 
always  alert  in  the  interest  of  good  government, 
and  the  large  nvmber  of  resolutions  introduced 
le  him  at  town  meetings  show  zeal  as  well  as 
foresight  and  sound  judgment.  Cautious  and 
well  balanced,  he  formed  no  hasty  plans,  but  was 
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firm  in  adhering  to  such  lines  as  he  laid  out.  His 
strong  individuality  was  always  exerted  in  favor 
of  law  and  order,  and  he  was.  like  his  father,  a 
strong  temjierance  man  in  l>oth  precept  and  ex- 
ample, never  using  liquor  in  any  form.  With 
superior  executive  ability,  original  in  conception, 
sagacious  m  planning  and  untiring  in  execution, 
Mr.  Teudevine  was  valuable  to  himself,  as  well 
as  to  the  community,  and  amassed  a  comfortable 
fortune.  In  his  life  he  illustrated  the  qualities 
which  have  ever  made  the  native  of  New  Eng- 
land foremost  in  business  and  public  matters,  en- 
ergy, frugality,  industry  and  persistency,  and  he 
enjoyed  the  admiration,  esteem  and  friendship 
of  an  ever  widening  circle  of  follow  citizens. 

April  11.  1H58.  he  married  Malvina.  daughter 
of  Captain  David  and  Anna  Emerson  (Goss) 
Tuttle.  ot  Hardwick.  Rev.  Amos  Tuttle,  father 
of  Captain  David  Tuttle.  was  the  first  settled  min- 
ister at  Hardwick.  whose  memory  will  always  be 
dear  to  those  who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Jeudevinc  is 
a  ladv  of  rare  intellectual  force  and  womanly 
character,  showing  the  heritage  of  good  blood. 
In  1808  she  built  a  handsome  stone  building 
for  a  free  public  library  in  Hardwick,  which  she 
furnished  with  books,  and  which  is  now  main- 
tained by  the  town.  Four  children  were  given 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jondcvine,  Cornelius  Aldcn, 
Anna  Emerson.  Edward  Harvey  and  Harry  Ed- 
son.  The  last  three  died  in  infancy.  The  eldest, 
born  June  26,  1861.  died  March  29,  1878.  He 
was  a  most  promising  youth,  of  fine  mind  and 
manly  bearing,  and  was  sincerely  beloved  by  his 
playmates  and  all  who  were  privileged  to  know 
him.  Many  touching  proofs  of  regard  were  re- 
ceived by  his  sorrowing  parents,  from  pastors, 
teachers  and  friends  generally,  upon  his  demise. 
"None  knew  him  but  to  love  him  :  none  mentioned 
but  to  praise." 

DANIEL  C.  WOODWARD. 

The  New  England  states  have  from  their  in- 
ception Ix-en  noted  for  the  ingenuity  of  their  chil- 
dren, displayed  in  many  ways,  but  in  none  more 
so  than  in  the  field  of  invention.  There  seems 
to  be  something  in  the  very  atmosphere  of  the 
community  that  sharpens  the  wits  and  gives 
a  turn  toward  what  Macon  eailed  "the  philosophy 
of  utility."    These  geniuses  have  invented  almost 


every  kind  of  device  to  be  found  catalogued  at 
the  patent  office  at  Washington,  D.  C,  from  Eli 
Whitney's  epoch-making  cotton  gins  to  a  thou- 
sand and  one  contrivances  of  lesser  grade  to  save 
labor  and  increase  comfort.  Perhaps  no  pan  of 
the  Union  has  produced  so  many  inventors  and 
so  many  useful  inventions.  The  genius  of  this 
wonderful  people  has  so  impressed  itself  upon  the 
civilization  of  the  United  States  as  to  give  the 
chief  color  and  tone  to  the  national  life.  As  their 
peculiar  forms  of  local  government  event- 
ually conquered  all  others  and  eventually  were 
adopted  in  large  measure  throughout  the  whole 
sisterhood  of  states,  so  their  cunning  devices  and 
ingenious  contrivances  of  all  kinds  are  found  in 
every  factory,  on  every  transportation  line  and 
in  every  home  in  the  United  States.  Daniel  C. 
Woodward  possesses  in  a  conspicuous  degree  the 
peculiar  talent  delineated,  having  a  mind  natur- 
ally inventive,  and  has  always  been  regarded  by 
his  friends  as  a  genius  in  the  mechanical  art. 

Daniel  C.  Woodward  was  born  at  Royalton. 
Vermont,  December  17,  1840.  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Achsah  (Kingsbury)  Woodward.  He  ac- 
quired a  limited  education  at  the  old  Rcyalton 
Academv.  but  his  ingenious  mind  made  a  small 
quantity  of  book  learning  go  a  great  way  by  con- 
stant improvement  on  it  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  himself.  Rut  now,  looking  back  over  his  life 
work.  Mr.  Woodward  would  like  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  young  people  the  import- 
ance of  an  excellent  education,  and  would  ad- 
vise that  they  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  advance  themselves.  His  natural  bent 
was  for  mechanics,  in  which  line  he  early  ex- 
hibited remarkable  skill,  being  only  eleven  years 
of  age  when  he  first  began  to  repair  clocks, 
watches  and  jewelry ;  he  also  improvised  tools 
for  this  work,  but  found  they  were  inadequate 
for  the  purjjose.  Mr.  Woodward  desired  to  ap- 
prentice himself  to  this  trade,  but  not  gaining  the 
consent  ot  his  father  he  sought  some  other  em- 
ployment. When  sixteen  years  of  age  the  in- 
dustry of  making  carriage  wheels  by  machine 
was  started,  and  he  was  engaged  in  the  re- 
pairing of  them  for  a  short  period  of  time:  with 
the  money  saved  from  this  employment  he  pur- 
chased some  watch  and  jewelry  tools  and  worked 
at  the  repairing  of  clocks,  watches  and  jewelry 
for  several  vcars.    Erom  that  trade  he  turned  his 
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attention  to  railroading,  then  to  clerking  in  a 
flour  and  feed  store,  later  as  a  journeyman  at 
the  watch  and  jewelry  trade,  the  carriage-ma- 
ker's trade,  machinist  at  the  lathe,  planer,  milling 
machine,  bench  work  and  assembling,  blacksmith 
trade,  carpenter  trade,  tinsmith  and  the  plumbing 
trade.  Whatever  work  Mr.  Woodward  per- 
formed was  well  done,  and  he  was  always  seek- 
ing some  plan  to  improve  on  old  methods.  Sel- 
dom did  a  piece  of  workmanship  leave  his  hands 
without  showing  some  ingenius  device  or  labor- 
saving  convenience  which  he  had  evolved  from 
his  fertile  brain.  In  1879  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Randolph,  Vermont,  and  there  erected  a  com- 
modious house,  which  proved  a  model  of  con- 
venience and  comfort.  Throughout  it  showed 
his  skill  both  as  an  architect  and  constructive 
mechanic,  everything  being  in  good  proportion 
and  so  as  best  to  conserve  space  while  obtain- 
ing a  combination  of  the  useful  with  the  orna- 
mental. 

On  March  9,  1876,  Mr.  Woodward  married 
Miss  Julia  Annie  Skinner,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Skinner,  of  Royalton,  Vermont,  and  the  follow- 
ing named  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
who  inherit  to  a  liberal  degree  the  mechanical 
ingenuity  and  all-around  natural  ability  of  their 
father,  and  the  kind  and  loving  disposition  of 
their  mother.  Walter  Carlton,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College  and  now  pursuing  a  thor- 
ough medical  anJ  surgical  course  at  Harvard ; 
Carroll  Ncwcomb,  remaining  at  home;  Bessie 
Ellen,  a  graduate  of  ihe  Normal  School :  Guy 
Eric,  a  student  of  high  promise  at  Dartmouth 
College,  who  is  anticipating  taking  up  the  pro- 
fession of  civil  or  mechanical  engineering;  and 
Alice  Gertrude,  a  graduate  of  the  Randolph.  Nor- 
mal School.  Mr.  Woodward  advises  the  young 
men,  not  only  of  the  New  England  states,  but 
anywhere,  to  find  at  the  curliest  possible  mo- 
ment (or  what  is  better  yet.  advises  their  parents 
to  find  for  them  and  to  begin  to  gently  lead 
them  that  wav  when  quite  young)  the  work  they 
are  best  fitted  for  by  nature,  whether  it  he  a 
profession  or  the  trades,  and  then  set  themselves 
to  drilling  until  they  have  got  all  of  importance 
that  has  been  written  in  books  on  their  chosen 
line,  and  in  this  way  make  men  of  themselves 
whose  power  and  influence  will  he  felt  in  the 
-World. 


GEORGE  STEVEN"  DOWLEY. 

George  S.  Dow  ley,  deceased,  who  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  president  of  the  Vermont  National 
Hank,  ami  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  finan- 
ciers of  the  state  of  Vermont,  was  born  in  Wards- 
lx>r<\  Vermont,  August  16.  1843,  a  son  of  Darius 
L.  and  Anstis  (Baldwin)  Dowley,  the  former 
named  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
the  southwestern  jiortion  of  the  town  of  Wards- 
boro.  Subsequently  the  parents  of  George  S. 
Dowley  removed  to  Brattleboro,  where  he  ac- 
quired his  literary  education  in  the  public  schools; 
later  he  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  then 
pursued  a  two  years'  course  01  study  under  the 
competent  preceptorship  of  the  former  principal 
of  the  West  Brattleboro  Academy.  Shortly  after 
completing  his  studies  he  commenced  his  busi- 
ness career,  in  the  winter  of  1862,  in  the  office 
jf  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  Railroad 
Company,  under  the  supervision  of  E.  E.  Brooks, 
where  he  assisted  in  the  ln>okkeeping  and  made 
collections.  At  that  time  the  collections  were 
made  monthly,  and  often  the  boy  had.  from  four 
to  six  thousand  dollars  in  his  possession.  His 
alertness  and  unusual  capability  for  business, 
combined  with  his  trustworthiness,  attracted  the 
attention  of  business,  men.  and  in  1863  Philip 
Wells,  who  was  then  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Brattleboro,  ottered  him  a  position  in  the  bank, 
wJiich  young  George  accepted:  thus  at  the  age 
of  t  went \  \ears  he  entered  upon  what  proved  to 
be  his  life  work.  His  position  in  the  Bank  of 
Brattleboro,  now  the  Vermont  National,  was 
that  of  teller;  he  quickly  proved  his  aptitude  for 
the  work,  ami.  having  a  wonderful  comprehension 
of  financial  affairs,  he  was  promoted  four  years 
later,  in  1867,  after  the  death  of  Philip  Wells,  the 
former  cashier,  and  a  short  term  by  Frank  Wells, 
to  the  •espnnsible  position  of  cashier.  He  acted 
in  this  capacity  until  the  year  1889,  when,  after 
the  death  of  \\  .  P.  Cune.  the  president  of  the 
Bank,  he  was  appointed  to  be  his  successor. 
Prom  that  time  on  his  ]>ersonal  history  has  been 
completely  identified  with  the  history  of  the  bank, 
and  under  his  management  the  growth  of  the 
bank  was  rapid,  but  none  the  less  secure ;  it  has 
3  clientage  such  as  few  country  banks  possess,  and 
in  no  nay  is  the  result  of  Mr.  Dowley 's  work  bet- 
ter shown  than  in  the  high  rank  accorded  to  the 
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Vermont  National  Bank,  which  stands  at  the 
hear!  of  all  the  New  Eiigland  banks  as  regards  its 
surplus  and  the  percentage  of  its  surplus  and  un- 
divided profits  to  its  earnings.  Mr.  Dowley  was 
only  the  eighth  president  in  order  of  succession, 
and  only  the  fifth  cashier,  and  he  enjoyed  a  stand- 
ing which  was  unquestioned  among  the  bank  men 
of  New  England. 

Besides  his  work  for  the  bank,  Mr.  Dowley 
has  served  for  a  long  term  of  years  as  the  Brattle- 
boro  town  treasurer,  and  acted  as  county  treas- 
urer and  treasurer  of  the  village  school  district 
until  he  declined  re-election.  He  was  a  director 
in  the  Vermont  Valley  Railroad  Company  and  in 
the  Vermont  Live  Stock  Company ;  he  was  the 
treasurer  of  the  Brattleboro  and  Western  Rail- 
road Company,  the  Lyons  Granite  Company  and 
many  other  organizations,  while  the  individual 
trusts  reposed  in  him,  as  trustee,  administrator 
and  executor,  were  many  and  arduous,  and  all 
were  fulfilled  with  his  characteristic  ability  and 
sterling  fidelity.  He  also  served  as  aide  de  camp 
on  Governor  Fuller's  staff  with  the  title  of  colonel. 
His  religious  connection  was  with  the  Universa- 
list  church  of  Brattlcboro.  to  the  support  of  which 
he  contributed  liberally. 

Mr.  Dowley  was  united  in  marriage.  May 
17,  1S70,  to  Miss  Ada  E.  Esterbrook,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  William  H.  and  Adeline  S.  (Thayer) 
Ksterbrook.  Thev  occupied  a  handsome  house 
and  ground?  on  Main  street,  which  had  been 
fitted  up  with  all  the  refinements  and  elegancies 
which  generous  means  and  artistic  skill  could 
command.  Mr.  Dowley  died  November  24, 
1896.  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  The  direc- 
tors and  employes  of  the  Vermont  National 
Bank  tendered  their  sincere  sympathy  to  his  fam- 
ily and  gave  suitable  expressions  to  the  great 
sorrow  thev  expericnceii  in  this  bereavement,  anil 
testified  to  the  high  regard  and  esteem  in  which 
they  held  him.  and  to  their  recognition  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  energy,  fidelity  and  untiring  in- 
dustry with  which  he  always  discharged  the  re- 
sponsible duties  that  devolved  upon  him.  The  will 
of  the  late  George  S.  Dowley  provides  for  a  series 
of  the  noblest  monuments  that  can  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  any  man.  Its  public  Itetpiests. 
amounting  altogether  to  sixty-seven  thousand 
dollars,  have  been  given  for  local  purposes.  Fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  bequeathed  for  educational 


purposes,  to  be  known  as  the  George  S.  Dowley 
Educational  Fund ;  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Free  Library  :  five  thousand  dollars  to  the  Brattle- 
boro  Ketreat  for  the  Insane;  one  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Brattleboro  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Dis- 
abled, and  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  Prospect 
Hill  Cemetery  Association. 

Mrs.  Dowlev  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Es- 
terbrook, a  resident  of  Swansea,  Rhode  Island, 
who  was  united  in  mariage  to  Miss  Sarah  Wood- 
cock, daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Woodcock. 
Thomas  Esterbrook  died  April  11,  1713,  in  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Esterbrook,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Esterbrook,  was  born  October  18.  1670. 
and  married,  prior  to  1703,  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Elizabeth  Thurber.  daughter  of  John 
Thurher,  whose  father  was  John  Thurber,  who 
came  from  England  with  his  wife  Priscilla  and 
became  the  progenitor  of  the  family  of  that  name 
in  Swansea ;  the  name  was  originally  spelled 
Thurbero.  Mrs.  Esterbrook  died  September  27, 
1724- 

Robert  Esterbrook,  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Esterbrook,  was  born  August  12,  1705.  and 
was  united  in  marriage,  June  15,  1727.  to  Miss 
Sarah  Luther,  who  was  born  December  25,  1707. 
daughter  of  Elder  Samuel  and  Sarah  Luther,  of 
Warren,  Rhode  Island,  the  former  named  being 
born  October  25,  1663.  and  died  July  23,  1714;  he 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  Luther,  who  was  born  in 
1636,  died  September  20,  1716;  his  father  was 
John  Luther,  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  who 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1645  while  on  a  trad- 
ing expedition  in  Delaware  Bay.  The  entire 
party  who  accompanied  him  were  killed  with  the 
exception  of  a  boy,  ten  years  of  age,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  been  his  son  Samuel,  who  after- 
ward became  a  Baptist  elder. 

Warren  Esterbrook,  son  of  Rol>ert  and  Sarah 
Esterbrook.  was  born  August  23.  1748,  and  mar- 
ried. January  18,  1770,  Miss  Rosamonde  Haile. 
daughter  of  William  Haile,  who  was  a  son  of 
Barnard  and  Elizabeth  Haile.  Warren  Ester- 
brook settled  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  in  1770. 
where  for  a  short  ]>eriod  of  time  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  the  then  sparsely  settled 
East  Village,  but  later  he  removed  to  a  farm  in 
the  southwestern  portion  of  the  town  :  he  followed 
farming  until  he  became  totally  blind,  which 
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great  affliction  lie  bore  patiently  during  the  re- 
maining twenty  years  of  his  life;  he  participated 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  the  recipient 
of  a  pension  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  June  29,  1838,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  April  26,  1813,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Wil- 
liam Haile,  the  father  of  Rosamonde  Haile, 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Franklin  in  1747. 
His  children  were  Lillis,  who  married  Jere- 
miah Bowen,  of  Harrington ;  Barnard,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  Hill,  who  was  lost  at  sea  in 
1778;  Sylvester,  who  was  said  to  have  been  cap- 
tured by  the  British  during  the  Revolution  and 
who  died  in  captivity ;  Betsey,  who  married  John 
Harris;  Ruth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  John,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  Brown, 
and  Rosamonde. 

Barnard  Haile,  father  of  William  Haile,  was 
born  in  1687,  and  married,  January  24,  171 1-2, 
Mis*  Elizabeth  Slade,  who  was  born  December 
2,  1605,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Holmes)  Slade,  and  granddaughter  of  Edward 
Slade,  who  was  bom  in  Wales.  William  Slade 
came  to  Somerset,  Massachusetts,  about  the  year 
1680,  and  was  united  in  mariage  to  Miss  Sarah 
Holmes. 

Rev.  Obadiah  Holmes,  grandfather  of  Sarah 
Holmes,  was  born  at  Preston.  Lancashire.  Eng- 
land, in  1607  ;  he  was  a  grand  juror  at  Rehoboth 
in  1640,  and  his  death  occurred  October  15,  1682. 
He  had  a  son,  Jonathan  Holmes,  whose  daughter 
Sarah  married  William  Slade ;  she  died  Septem- 
ber 11.  1761.  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years. 

Richard  Haile.  father  of  Barnard  Haile.  was 
born  about  the  year  1640,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Marv  Bullock,  who  was  l>orn  Feb- 
ruary 16.  1052.  daughter  of  Richard  and  Eliza- 
beth (Ingraham)  Bullock.  Mr.  Haile  died  Sep- 
tember 29.  1720,  and  his  wife  died  February  15, 
1720  or  1730.  Richard  Bullock,  father  of  Mrs. 
Haile.  was  a  resident  of  Rehoboth  in  1643  :  he  was 
appointed  collector  of  excise  June  8,  1664,  and 
served  in  the  capacity  of  town  clerk  from  1650 
to  ifdSS.    His  wife  passed  away  January  7.  1660. 

lames  Esterbrook,  son  of  Warren  and  Rosa- 
monde Esterbrook,  was  bom  in  Warren.  Rhode 
Island,  in  i"S.  He  removed  with  his  parents 
in  I77Q  to  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  and  remained 
with  them  until  be  attained  his  majority.  Mr. 


Esterbrook  married  Miss  Polly  Stuart,  ilaughter 
of  Colonel  Daniel  Stuart,  of  Revolutionary  tame, 
and  settled  on  the  Hadley  farm  near  the  family 
homestead.  He  engaged  extensively  in  the  dairy 
business  for  many  years,  and  subsequently  be- 
came conspicious  in  the  local  militia,  in  which  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  Mr.  Ester- 
brook died  March  5.  1856.  Their  children  were: 
Maria,  horn  September  7,  1800,  married,  July  31, 
1822,  Rufus  Pratt,  of  Brattleboro,  and  she  died 
October  19,  1857.  Charlotte  E.,  bom  June  13. 
1802,  married,  April  10,  1825,  William  Bullock. 
Daniel  S.,  born  April  17,  1804.  married.  May  6, 
1832,  Miss  Betsey  (daddon,  who  died  September 
19,  1869,  both  having  been  residents  of  Brattle- 
b>ro.  Vermont.  Dorothy  X.,  Iwrn  January  27, 
1800.  became  the  wife  of  Salmon  Fcssenden, 
Octolier  5,  1828;  Mr.  Fesscnden  was  born  July 
23,  1804,  and  resided  with  his  father  until  1821, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm  at  Halifax,  Vermont, 
but  later  resided  at  Salem,  New  York,  Hinsdale, 
Warwick  and  Keene,  N'ew  Hampshire;  Mr.  Fes- 
scnden died  in  December,  1891,  and  his  wife  died 
May  27,  1878.  Xancv,  born  October  8,  1808. 
became  the  wife  of  Wesley  Jacobs:  her  death  in- 
curred April  28.  1849.  Mary  Ann.  l>orn  No- 
vember 6.  1810^  was  united  in  marriage,  July  4. 
l8*8,  by  the  Rev.  Addison  Brown,  to  Harvey 
Houghton,  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont:  Mr*. 
Houghton  died  March  18.  1861.  J  ames  H.,  born 
August  10.  1812.  married  Miss  Xancv  S.  French; 
he  died  April  o.  1862.  William  H.  was  Utni 
July  31,  1814. 

William  II.  Esterbrook.  son  of  Warren  ami 
Pollv  Ksterbrook.  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  West  Brattleboro.  Vermont, 
and  later,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Jarne-. 
under  the  stvle  of  James  &  William  Esterbrook. 
was  engaged  in  the  stove  ami  tinware  bnsines* 
in  Brattlelxiro.  which  they  conducted  success- 
fully. This  connection  existed  until  several  year, 
prior  to  his  death,  when  Mr.  William  Fsterbr.-.* 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  business  life. 
He  was  a  zealous  and  faithful  member  of  the 
I'niversalist  church,  of  which  he.  his  brother  and 
two  other  gentlemen.  Messrs.  Arnold  Hines  and 
Alfred  Pinions,  were  the  founders.  He  was 
united  in  marriage.  October  28.  1845,  by  the  Rev 
L.  J.  Fletcher,  to  Miss  Adeline  S.  Thayer.  \\h~ 
was  l>orn  r.t  Dummerston,  Vermont,  a  daughter 
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of  Ijouis  and  Lucina  Miller  Thayer.  Their 
children  arc:  Ada,  horn  October  5,  1846,  mar- 
ried. May  17,  1870,  George  S.  Dow  ley,  of  Brat- 
tleboro.  Vermont;  May  A.,  born  July  14,  1848, 
married,  March  16,  1808.  Lucius  11.  Richardson, 
of  Brattleboro;  Cynthia  J.,  born  in  1852,  died  in 
1K53;  and  Charles  W.,  born  in  1854,  died  in 
1K63.  The  father  of  these  children  died  Septem- 
ber 11,  i8t/>. 

Mrs.  George  S.  Dowley  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  of 
the  Colonial  Dames  of  Vermont  by  virtue  of  her 
lineal  descent  from  Colonel  Daniel  Stuart,  Jr., 
who  -erved  as  an  officer  in  the  patriot  army  dur- 
ing '.he  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  at  the 
battle  of  White  Plains  and  in  the  campaign  in 
New  Jersey. 

FRANCIS  GOODHUE 

Francis  Goodhue,  a  retired  citizen  of  Brat- 
tleboro,  was  for  many  years  of  his  life  a  promi- 
nent business  man  of  that  city.  As  a  dry-goods 
dealer,  a  wholesale  gn>ccr,  and  as  manager  of 
the  well  known  Brooks  House  for  many  years, 
he  won  for  himself  an  excellent  reputation  for 
wisdom  and  prudence  in  his  dealings.  Being 
now  nearly  seventy  years  old,  he  does  little  ex- 
cept look  after  his  money,  which  he  has  well  in- 
vested. 

Mr.  Goodhue  comes  of  a  highly  respected  and 
influential  family  well  known  in  the  vicinity  of 
Brattlcboro.  The  line  is  as  follows:  William 
Goodhue  (1).  Deacon  William  Goodhue  (2), 
the  second  son,  l*>rn  at  Ipswich,  Massachusetts, 
in  1645,  married  Hannah  Dane,  of  Andovcr,  ami 
died  October  12,  1712,  the  father  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. Joseph  Goodhue  (3),  born  at  Ipswich  in 
1676,  married,  first.  Abigail  Low,  and,  second. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  GilUrt,  and  had  eight  children. 
Francis  Goodhue  (4).  horn  June  2.  1710.  at  Ips- 
wich, died  Sept  ember  8.  I  "00,  married  Sarah 
Fowler,  and  had  eight  children.  Francis  Good- 
hue ($),  born  December  13.  1735.  died  February 
10.  1810,  removed  from  Ipswich  to  Weathers- 
field,  Vermont,  married  Christina  Brown  and 
Lucy  Wells  Lord,  and  had  two  children.  Francis 
Goodhue  (6|,  horn  October  -'<,.  x~h~,  died  March 
16.  1839,  having  removed  to  Brattlelxiro ;  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Brown,  and  had  five  chil 


drcn.  Joseph  Goodhue  17),  born  October  27, 
1794.  died  June  22,  18(12,  married  Sarah  Ed- 
wards, of  Northampton,  and  had  five  children. 
Francis  Goodhue  (8),  born  August  26,  1822, 
married  Mary  K.  Brooks,  and  two  children  are 
living:  Fllen  B.  Van  Kleck,  of  Poncho,  Colorado, 
and  Francis  Goodhue. 

Colonel  Joseph  Goodhue,  father  of  Francis, 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent  agri- 
culturists of  this  section.  His  farm  embraced 
what  was  known  as  the  Goodhue  Meadows,  an 
extensive  tract,  now  occupied  by  the  Retreat. 
Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  on  a  large 
scale,  with  marked  success.  His  methods  were 
both  progressive  and  practical,  and  redounded 
to  his  financial  benefit.  He  spent  his  last  days 
in  Brattleboro,  his  residence  being  located  on 
what  is  now  the  Brooks  Library  site.  And  it 
was  here  that  his-  death  occurred.  During  his 
young  manhood  he  married  Sarah  Edwards, 
daughter  of  Eli  Edwards,  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  and  they  had  five  children ;  the 
first  three  daughters  grew  to  maturity  and  mar- 
ried men  of  influence :  Mary  Ann  married  Will- 
iam !'.  Kulm ;  Harriet,  Governor  Frederick  Hol- 
brook ;  and  Lucy,  Dr.  C.  Hall,  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts;  Francis  is  mentioned  below, 
Sarah  married  Dr.  Chapin,  who  was  at  one  time 
assistant  physician  of  the  Retreat,  and  later  con- 
nected with  the  Flatbush  Hospital,  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 

Colonel  Goodhue  possessed  those  forceful 
traits  of  character,  and  a  genius  for  commanding, 
which  pre-eminently  qualified  him  for  public 
leadership.  Being  also  popular  and  interested  in 
military  affairs,  he  was  made  colonel  in  the  state 
militia,  an  honor  w  hich  he  bore  with  much  credit 
for  some  time.  As  a  Democrat  he  was  influential 
in  politics,  and  very  ably  filled  several  town 
offices. 

Francis  Goodhue  entered  life  under  propitious 
circumstances.  Born  in  Brattleboro,  August  26, 
1822.  he  received  his  early  education  in  the  well 
conducted  schools  of  that  town,  acquiring  habits 
of  industry  and  exactness,  much  to  his  future 
benefit.  Later  he  attended  the  academy  of  that 
place,  where  he  was  well  grounded  in  the  higher 
branches.  Deciding,  upon  leaving  school,  that 
he  possessed  the  necessary  qualifications  for  1 
business  career,  he  took  a  position  as  clerk  in  the 
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establishment  of  John  R.  Blake  &.  Company,  of 
Brattleboro.  Strict  attention  to  business  and  a 
courteous  bearing  toward  customers  soon  won 
him  the  favor  of  the  firm  and  he  remained  here 
seven  years.  Not  content,  however,  to  occupy 
a  subordinate  jxvsition  for  long,  he  finally  opened 
a  store  of  his  own  and  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business.  Previous  experience  readily  enabled 
him  to  draw  custom,  and  wise  financial  manage- 
ment to  establish  his  industry  on  a  firm  founda- 
tion. From  year  to  year  he  enlarged  his  stock 
of  goods,  and,  continuing  to  meet  with  good  suc- 
cess, remained  in  the  business  for  thirty-five  years. 
After  closing  out  he  opened  a  large  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  store  in  the  city,  which  he 
conducted  with  his  usual  good  fortune  until  1868. 
By  this  time  he  had  acquired  considerable  wealth, 
which  he  had  invested,  and  which  required  con- 
siderable of  his  attention ;  so  he  now  undertook 
the  management  of  the  Brooks  House,  then 
owned  by  his  brother-in-law,  which  gave  him 
time  for  attending  to  his  other  interests.  He 
served  as  the  efficient  manager  of  this  hotel  for 
thirteen  years,  being  quite  as  popular  with  the 
traveling  public  as  he  had  previously  been  as  a 
merchant. 

Mr.  Goodhue  married  Mary  K.  Brooks,  the 
attractive  daughter  of  Captain  William  Brooks. 
A  woman  of  much  ability,  she  was  well  known 
in  the  hest  circles  of  Brattleboro  for  many  years. 
She  died  August  4,  190 1.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  six  children,  four  of  whom  died  dur- 
ing infancy.  Francis  M..  Jr..  married  Miss  Bet- 
tie  Evans,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  now  reside 
in  that  city,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  They  have  had  five  children,  two 
daughters  and  three  sons.  Ellen  B..  the  second 
child  (if  Mr.  Goodhue,  married  Henry  Van 
Klerk,  now  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Denver,  Col- 
orado, where  lie  is  also  engaged  in  the  real  es- 
tate business. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  a  manwho  has  always  kept 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  has  never  been  found 
wanting  in  interest  concerning  things  pertaining 
to  his  city's  welfare.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
efficient  HK-mUrs  of  the  old  volunteer  fire  de- 
partment for  twenty  years.  Having  inherited  a 
taste  for  military  affairs,  he  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Lafayette  Light  Infantry  of  Brat- 
tlelxiro  for  some  time.    He  has  always  evinced 


a  live  interest  in  religious  affairs,  in  fact,  in  all 
good  works,  and  attends  the  Congregational 
church.  His  success  in  life  lias  been  mainly  due 
to  his  conservative  business  management,  and  an 
unusually  large  power  of  attracting  friends.  Mr. 
Goodhue  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig,  and, 
since  its  formation,  a  stalwart  member  of  the 
Republican  party. 

DUDLEY  KIMBALL  AXDROSS. 

As  senior  surviving  colonel  of  the  Vermont 
troops,  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
Dudley  Kimball  Andross,  of  Bradford,  Vermont, 
is  descended  from  a  family  which  for  more  than 
a  century  and  a  quarter  has  been  ably  and  promi- 
nently represented  in  the  state.  His  maternal 
great-grandfather.  Captain  Broadstrect  Spat- 
ford  was  taken  prisoner  at  Charlestown  during 
the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  was  taken  tc» 
Canada.  He  served  with  honor  as  ensign  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  the  first 
settler  at  Fairfax,  in  1783,  and  was  moderator  of 
the  first  town  meeting.  Obadiah  Kimball,  great- 
unrlc  of  Colonel  Dudley  K.  Andross,  was  killed 
in  the  kittle  of  Bennington.  Dr.  Bildad  Andross, 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  Colonel  Dudley  K. 
Andross.  was  an  early  settler  in  Bradford,  and  the 
first  physician,  and  one  of  the  most  active  pa- 
triots of  the  times. 

In  1775  l^r-  Andross  was  a  member  of  the 
court  at  Westminster,  ami  he  signed  the  "State- 
ment of  Facts"'  relating  to  the  historic  massacre 
there.  In  July.  1766,  he  was  appointed  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  whole  of  the  Xew  Hamp- 
shire grants  that  were  included  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  and  he  was  one  of  the  committee  of 
safety.  In  the  following  year  he  continued  to 
serve  in  the  last  named  l>ody.  and  was  also  moder- 
ator, selectman  and  supervisor.  In  May.  1777, 
he  and  Benjamin  Baldwin  were  elected  delegates 
to  the  Windsor  convention,  called  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  the  new  state  of  Vermont.  They 
were  hoth  prominent  mendicrs  of  that  body,  and 
in  1787  Dr.  Andross  was  elected  a  representative 
in  the  state  legislature,  and  he  served  during  sev- 
eral tenns  afterward.  Dr.  Andross  married 
Marv  Stebbins.  an  aunt  of  Dr.  Arad  Stebbins, 
who  succeeded  Dr.  Andross  in  medical  practice 
in  the  town  of  Bradford.    Dr.  Andross  and  his 
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wife  wore  members  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  nine  organizing 
members,  and  which  was  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  Rev.  Gardner  Kellogg,  and  the  Doctor  and 
wife  were  held  in  high  esteem.  Their  residence 
was  on  the  Lower  Plain,  north  of  die  road  which 
now  leads  to  Piermont  Bridge,  and  near  the  Con- 
necticut river,  and  known  as  the  Andross  Land- 
ing. Their  children  were:  Naomi,  who  mar- 
ried Edward  Sawyer,  of  Piermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  whose  son,  Joseph  Sawyer,  Esq.,  was 
a  man  of  honorable  distinction  in  r  iermont ; 
Lucy,  who  married  Colonel  Webb,  of  Lunenburg, 
Vermont,  and  settled  in  that  place ;  Cynthia,  who 
married  Thomas  Richards,  of  Piermont,  New 
Hampshire;  Mary,  who  married  Seth  Ford,  also 
of  Piermont.  but  who  later  Ixxame  a  resident  of 
Fairfax,  Vermont,  and  died  there  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  his  wife  returning  with  her  chil- 
dren to  Bradford,  where  she  died  of  spotted  fever, 
March  15.  1813;  Levi  Stebbins,  who  married 
Prudence  Spafford,  of  Fairfax,  Vermont,  and 
who  afterwards  removed  to  Bradford,  Vermont ; 
they  were  the  parents  of  the  following  four  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Fairfax:  Prudence  S.,  who 
married  Clement  Chase,  of  Cornish,  New  Hamp- 
shire (a  relative  of  Chief  Justice  Chase),  to 
whom  were  born  one  son  and  one  daughter  ; 
Naomi,  married  to  W  illiam  Barker,  a  harness- 
maker  of  Bradford,  and  to  whom  were  born 
four  sous  and  one  daughter;  Broadstreet  Spaf- 
ford; Mary,  who  married  David  Tilton,  of 
Bradford. 

Broadstreet  SpafTord  Andross,  son  of  Levi 
Stebbins  and  Prudence  (Spafford)  Andross,  re- 
mained in  Bradford.  Mr.  Andross  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  courage  and  bravery,  ami  when 
still  a  very  young  man,  occupied  in  floating  tim- 
ber down  the  Connecticut  river,  he  rescued  from 
drowning  a  boy  who,  now  a  man  and  a  resident 
of  New  York  city,  has  ever  remained  a  true  and 
grateful  friend  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Andross. 
So  great  was  the  gratitude  of  the  rescued  boy 
and  his  parents,  that  the  noble  act  was  never  for- 
gotten. Afjer  the  death  of  Mr.  Andross,  Mrs. 
Andross  was  presented  with  a  golden  goblet 
bearing  the  inscription :  "A  tribute  of  gratitude 
from  John  Mnnn,  rescued  from  drowning  by 
Broadstreet  Spafford  Andross,  A.  D.,  1816." 

Broadstreet  Spafford  Andross  married  Mary 
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Kimball,  of  Hampstead.  New  Hampshire,  having 
issue  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters :  (  1 )  Steb- 
bins, born  October  1,  181 3,  married  Keztah 
IJbbey,  of  Maine,  and  to  tlxrm  were  born  three 
sons,  Leonard,  Charles  and  William,  and  two 
daughters.  Adaline  ami  Ellen.  Adaline  lost  her 
life  at  the  burning  of  Charlestown  depot,  near 
Boston.  Ellen  married  a  Methodist  minister,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  LeBarron.  Mr.  Stebbins  Andross  was 
for  several  years  in  charge  of  the  railroad  depot 
at  Bradford,  but  finally  removed  to  New  York. 
(2)  Harriet  K.,  born  September  24.  1816,  mar- 
ried John  K.  Horner,  of  Fairlee.  Two  daughters 
were  born  of  this  marriage,  one  of  whom,  Mary 
Helen,  married  Edgar  Rowell,  of  Bradford,  her 
sister  Harriet  having  long  been  a  member  of  the 
family  of  Adams  Preston,  Esq..  of  Bradford:  she- 
is  now  the  widow  of  Edgar  Rowell.  who  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  The  parents  are  both 
deceased.  (3)  Charles  L.,  born  August  4,  1S1N. 
married  Harriet  Clark,  daughter  of  Samuel  Clark 
formerly  of  Bradford,  who  lost  an  arm  by  the  ac- 
cidental discharge  of  a  cannon  on  a  Fourth  of 
July.  (4^1  Mary  S.,  born  September  14,  1820,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  (5)Dudley  Kim- 
1>all  is  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  (6j  E. 
Porter,  born  December  25.  1825,  married  Saraii 
Whitcomb;  they  reside  in  Piermont.  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  have  several  sons  and  daughters,  three 
of  the  sons  having  gone  to  California.  For  nine 
months  of  the  Civil  war  E.  Porter  Andross  served 
in  the  Fifteenth  Xew  Hampshire  Regiment,  and 
was  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  (yj 
Helen  L.  died  in  infancy.  (8)  Moses  C,  born 
January  26,  1836,  went  to  California  and  was 
for  some  time  engaged  in  mining;  a  man  of 
ability,  integrity  and  influence  he  has  l>ee.n 
much  occupied  in  public  affairs,  having 
served  as  United  States  assistant  assessor 
in  the  state  of  California  for  six  years,  and  as 
senator  in  the  state  legislature  for  four  years.  He- 
married  a  Scotch  lady  in  California,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons.  Mr.  Broadstreet  An- 
dross. the  father  of  this  family,  died  at  Bradford, 
November  27,  1838,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his 
age. 

Dudley  Kimbal!  Andross.  son  of  Broadstreet 
Spafford  and  Mary  (Kimball)  Andross,  was  liorn 
September  12,  182 \.  and  in  early  life  followed 
the  occupation  of  lumberman,  later  becoming  a. 
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railroad  builder  and  helping  to  lay  the  first  rail  of 
the  Rutland  and  Burlington  Railroad,  in  1849. 
11c  was  the  first  man  from  Bradford  to  go  to  Cal- 
ifornia as  a  miner,  making  the  journey  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus.  After  various  interesting 
adventures  and  exjiericnces.  and  two  years"  suc- 
cessful work  in  the  placer  mines,  he  returned  to 
Bradford  and  associated  himself  with  J.  W. 
Bliss,  of  Bradford,  in  the  purchase  of  furs,  a 
business  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  several 
winters,  having  headquarters  in  Missouri. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war,  Dudley  K. 
Andross  was  lieutenant  of  the  Bradford  company 
of  militia.  In  its  reorganization  for  the  three 
months'  service,  ujxmi  the  first  call  for  troops  by 
President  Lincoln,  in  i86r,  Lieutenant  Andross 
was  elected  captain  of  his  company,  which  formed 
a  part  of  the  First  Vermont  Regiment,  Colonel 
John  \\  .  I 'helps  commanding.  The  regiment  took 
possession  of  Newport  News,  the  first  really  per- 
manent occupation  of  Virginia,  and  on  June  10. 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel,  in  which  the 
I'nion  forces  were  repulsed.  When  the  three 
companies  of  the  First  Regiment  attacked  the 
Confederate  earthworks.  Captain  Andross  was  the 
first  man  to  reach  the  embankment.  At  the  close 
of  the  three  months*  service  the  company  was 
honorably  discharged,  and  Captain  Andross  aided 
in  recruiting  the  Fourth,  Sixth  and  Ninth  Ver- 
mont regiments,  and  in  the  later  regiment  (com- 
manded by  Colonel  Stannard ).  he  was  commis- 
sioned lieutenant  colonel.  May  26.  1862.  The 
regiment  was  stationed  for  a  time  at  Washington. 
D.  (".,  and  was  then  sent  to  W  inchester,  and  sub- 
sequently took  part  in  the  operations  in  the  Shen- 
adoah  valley.  He  was  engaged  in  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Halter's  Ferry,  September  14.  1862,  in 
which  the  I'nion  forces  were  overpowered  and 
11,500  men  were  taken  prisoners.  The  Ninth 
Regiment,  as  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Colonel  An- 
dross among  the  number,  wen-  paroled  at  Har- 
per's Ferry,  sent  first  (o  Annapolis.  Maryland,  and 
then  to  Chicago,  where  Lieutenant  Colonel  An- 
dross. who  was  in  temporary  command  of  the 
post,  received  over  j.tVxj  Confederate  prisoners, 
whi"  were  from  the  Murfreeslwiro  and  Arkansas 
po>i.  and  who  were  then  held  like  themselves  to 
await  exchange.  While  in  Chicago.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Andross  was  honored  for  his  brave  and 
soldierly  conduct  with  the  commission  of  colonel. 


and  he  served  with  that  rank  until  the  end  of  his 
service,  in  April,  186.3,  he  ami  his  fellow  prison- 
ers were  duly  exchanged  at  Chicago  and  re- 
turned again  10  active  service.  He  was  or- 
dered into  Virginia  to  exchange  the  Con- 
federate prisoners  then  under  his  charge,  a 
task  which,  after  considerable  delay,  was  finally 
effected  at  City  Point,  below  Richmond.  At 
Suffolk,  Virginia,  Colonel  Andross  and  his  sol- 
diers were  besieged  for  twenty-three  days,  but 
their  defense  was  determined  and  effectual.  After 
a  patriotic  and  honorable  service  in  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  ill  health  compelled  him  to  tender  his 
resignation  in  June,  1863. 

The  career  of  Colonel  Andross  has  l>een  one  of 
thrilling  adventure,  of  bravery  and  patriotism  in 
the  cause  of  his  country,  and  of  energy,  activity 
and  unabated  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
civic  advancement  and  progress  of  the  common- 
wealth. In  "Vermont  in  the  Civil  War,"  a  |x-n- 
picture  of  the  soldier  and  the  popular  command- 
ing officer  is  as  follows:  "Now  in  his  fortieth 
year.  tall,  straight,  soldierly,  rough  in  his  way, 
but  kind  in  deed,  he  was  a  favorite  with  the  men." 
On  his  return  as  a  citizen  to  his  native  town.  Colo- 
nel Andross  entered  with  great  interest  into  muni- 
cipal anairs.  ami  served  as  one  of  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  during  the  years  ot  1867.  i8<x8  and 
1800..  He  now  leads  a  more  quiet  life  and  is  in- 
terested in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  yet  is  still 
so  active  and  high-spirited  that,  although  111  his 
eightieth  year,  he  occasionally  engages  in  a  short 
hunt.  In  his  early  and  mature  manhood  he  was 
famous  as  a  hunter,  credited  with  more  real  ex- 
periences than  any  other  person  in  his  region. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  made  a  business  of  fox 
hunting,  and  he  considers  *i\  hundred  a  conserva- 
tive estimate  of  the  numl>er  he  has  killed.  In  one 
season  he  killed  sixty-two,  and  on  one  occasion 
he  shot  three  foxes,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  men, 
W.  D.  Cook  and  George  F.  Cowdery,  had  them 
skinned  inside  forty  minutes,  anil  at  another  time 
he  shot  two  within  as  many  minutes.  Coon  hunt- 
ing was  another  of  his  favorite  amusements. 
Alnxit  twenty  years  ago  he  killed  one  which 
weighed  thirty-one  and  one-half  pounds,  the  larg- 
est he  ever  saw  or  heard  of.  and  in  one  of  his 
outings  in  one  night,  he  and  two  others.  F.llis  Mc- 
I>tffee  and  Newton  Howard,  killed  three  un- 
usually large  coons,  one  of  which  weighed  twent>- 
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four  atid  one-half  pounds,  while  the  other  two 
weighed  twenty  pounds  each.  Colonel  Andross 
was  an  almost  unfailing  marksman,  and  he  has 
heen  known  to  bring  down  his  game  at  a  distance 
of  eighteen  to  twenty  rods,  with  apparent  lack  of 
aim. 

Colonel  Andross  was  married  March  17,  1878, 
to  Marcella  W'ason,  daughter  of  Rev.  H.  W.  Har- 
ris. Their  children  are:  Mary  Kimball;  Walter 
Carpenter  Andross.  who  was  a  corporal  in  Com- 
pany G.  I'irst  Vermont  Regiment,  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War :  and  Alice  Caroline.  As  stated 
in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch.  Colonel  Andross 
is  believed  to  Ik-  1  with  the  possible  exception  of 
General  Stephen  Thomas),  the  senior  surviving 
colonel  of  the  Vermont  troops. 

HON.  HORACE  S.  JONES. 

Hon.  Horace  S.  Jones,  deceased,  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Deacon  Josiah  Jones,  who  came  to 
America  from  Wales  in  1633,  was  born  in  Waits- 
field.  Vermont.  May  10,  181 3.  He  was  one  of 
a  family  of  nine  children  who  lived  to  maturity. 
The  Rev.  Ezra  Jones,  a  brother  of  Horace  S. 
Jones  died  in  New  York  some  years  ago  at 
an  advanced  age.  and  three  sisters  still  survive, 
aged,  respectively,  eighty-five,  ninety-two  and 
ninety-four  years.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  his 
father's  farm :  he  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  at  Montpelier 
Academy.  He  subsequently  taught  school  during 
the  winter  months,  and  worked  on  a  farm  during 
the  summer  season,  often  earning  but  ten  dollars 
per  month  In  1838  he  removed  to  Coventry,  and 
purchaser!  the  farm  on  which  he  resided  for 
forty-four  vears. 

Mr.  Jones  represented  Coventry  in  the  legis- 
lature in  1852,  and  cast  his  vote  for  the  first 
prohibitory  law  in  Vermont ;  the  following  year 
he  was  re-elected  after  a  close  contest  on  this 
issue.  He  was  a  meml>er  of  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1870,  and  from  1872  to  1870  he 
held  the  position  of  assistant  judge  of  the  Or- 
leans county  court ;  he  was  urged  to  accept  a 
re-nomination,  but  declined  to  do  so.  During  his 
term  as  assistant  judge,  Judges  Redfield.  Peck 
and  Powers  held  the  court  in  Orleans  county 
In  expressing  to  Judge  I'eck  his  want  of  confi- 
dence in  his  own  judgment  on  questions  which 


came  before  them,  this  eminent  lawyer  and  jurist 
replied,  "Our  opinions  agree  as  well  as  those 
of  anv  judges  of  the  supreme  court."  In  1882 
he  retired  from  active  life,  and  removed  to  Har- 
ton  Landing,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  May  19,  1896,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness, at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Horace  S.  Jones  was  a  man  of  broad  views 
and  humane  feelings,  and  the  old-time  creeds 
were  repugnant  to  him.  He  believed  that  greater 
light  was  yet  to  dawn,  and  this  faith  increased 
with  his  years,  while  the  essential  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianitv  remained  in  fuli  vigor.  He  was  a  man 
of  unquestioned  integrity  and  spotless  reputation, 
of  sound  conservative  judgment.  He  held  his 
own  opinions  firmly,  while  tolerant  of  the  opin- 
ions of  others.  He  was  an  extensive  reader,  with 
a  retentive  memory,  and  he  kept  abreast  of  the 
times.  Judge  Jones  always  looked  on  the  bright 
side  of  life,  and  held  a  large  faith  in  humanity. 
He  was  eminently  a  social  man,  and  in  all  re- 
lations of  life  the  kindly,  genial,  mirthful  spirit 
was  prominent.  His  life  was  filled  with  quiet, 
unostentatious  deeds  of  charity  and  kindness. 
The  poor,  sick  and  those  in  any  kind  of  trouble 
found  in  him  a  sympathizing  friend  and  helper, 
and  he  always  endeavored  to  act  upon  the  scrip- 
tural injunction.  "Do  unto  others  as  you  would 
that  they  should  do  unto  you."  lie  united  with 
the  Congregational  church  of  Waitsfield,  Ver- 
mont, in  1831,  and  when  he  removed  to  Coventry 
he  continued  to  worship  in  a  church  of  the  same 
denomination.  Kor  many  years  he  was  constant 
in  his  attendance,  going  four  miles  over  a  hilly 
road.  The  late  Rev.  Pliny  H.  White  once  said 
to  him,  "You  preach  a  sermon  four  miles  long 
every  Sunday."  Hon.  Horace  S.  Jones  was  mar- 
ried twice,  ttoth  of  his  wives  were  sisters  of  the 
late  Hubbard  Joslvn. 

HARRIET  JOSIA  X  JoNKS. 

This  ladv  was  the  widow  of  Horace  S.  Jones. 
Of  a  delicate,  sensitive  organization,  her  intense 
energy,  courage,  faith  and  fortitude  enabled  her 
to  accomplish  a  life  work  by  no  means  small.  In 
entering  upon  a  married  life  of  more  than  fifty 
years,  she  assumed  and  most  truly  filled  the  place 
of  a  mother  to  three  young  children.  She  pos- 
sessed a  very  bright,  active,  critical  mind,  with 
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a  passionate  love  of  nature,  flowers,  poetry, 
oratory,  genealogy  and  the  best  in  literature.  The 
daughter  of  a  physician,  she  inherited  a  taste 
tor  medical  science,  and  was  skilled  in  the  care 
and  treatment  of  the  sick.  Never  idle,  the  work 
of  her  hands  and  die  syni]>athy  of  her  heart 
went  out  to  those  in  sorrow  and  in  need.  Her 
religion  was  not  of  creed  but  of  the  heart.  Her's 
was  a  great  soul  in  a  frail  body.  She  died  De- 
cember 24,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

HUUBARD  JOSLYN. 

Born  in  Waitsfield,  Vermont,  March  5,  1810, 
he  was  the  son  of  a  country  physician  of  more 
than  ordinary  attainments  and  skill.  The  family 
is  of  English  descent ;  the  name  originally  was 
Jocelyn.  Dr.  William  Joslyn,  born  in  Weathers- 
field,  Vermont,  studied  his  profession  with  Dr. 
Corbin  of  Newport,  New  Hampshire,  a  practi- 
tioner of  some  note.  Here  the  young  physician 
married  Rebecca  Perry,  a  lady  of  rare  faculty  and 
strength  of  character.  This  family  is  also  of 
English  descent,  though  there  is  evidence  that 
the  original  stock  was  Norman.  Anthony  Perry, 
the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  American  line, 
born  in  England,  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Rehnboth,  .Massachusetts.  Commodore  Perry 
is  found  in  one  branch  of  the  line,  and  among 
the  later  names  of  note  in  this  branch  is  the  well 
known  authoress,  Sarah  Orne  Jewett. 

I  lis  parents  removed  to  Waitsfield  the  year 
that  Hubbard  was  born.  He  was  the  fourth  son 
in  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  His  education 
was  limited  to  the  populous  district  schools  of 
the  time,  where  he  evinced  a  decided  taste  for 
mathematics,  in  which  he  excelled.  His  boy- 
hood was  spent  in  hard  labor  on  the  paternal 
farm,  professional  duties  absorbing  the  father's 
time.  Some  time  after  the  latter's  death  the  farm 
was  sold,  and  with  his  mother  and  sister  he 
removed  to  Morristown,  Vermont,  where  they 
lived  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  came 
to  Brownington  and  began  the  manufacture,  by 
hand,  of  spade  cultivators.  With  the  aid  of  a 
blacksmith  to  apply  the  castings,  he  completed 
three  hundred  that  winter.  The  following  spring 
he  purchased  a  house,  near  the  old  academy,  and 
with  his-  mother  and  sister  established  a  home. 
A  natural  mechanic,  he  possessed  the  Yankee  fac- 


ulty of  turning  his  hand  to  any  employment. 
While  here  he  made  churns  extensively  and  bed- 
steads.   In  1845  he  located  at  Derby  Line  and 
engaged  in  the  stove  and  tinware  trade,  first  with 
a  partner  but  soon  alone.   Sherbrooke  was  then 
in  its  infancy,  Coaticook  was  not,  Newport  had 
not  dreamed  of  its  future  greatness.    Here  was 
the  metropolis,  and  its  business  advantages  were 
well  improved.   He  dealt  largely  in  sugar  uten- 
sils, and  bought  sugar,  sending  it  to  Brandon 
in  exchange  for  stoves.   He  induced  the  farmers 
to  stir  their  sugar,  thereby  obtaining  a  better 
market.    Through  life  his  influence  was  felt  in 
the  development  of  this  industry  and  in  the  adop- 
tion of  improved  methods.   He  had  an  extensive 
trade  in  eastern  townships,  for  the  inhabitants 
and  resources  of  which  he  ever  retained  a  high 
regard.   While  in  trade  here,  another  dealer,  with 
Hon.  Justin  S.  Morrill  as  a  silent  partner,  came 
in  with  the  declared  purpose  to  run  Joslyn  out. 
The  latter  said  to  his  old  customers,  "I  will  bid 
with  the  gentleman  as  long  as  he  desires,  but 
you  must  take  his  stove  in  the  end."  When  prices 
had  reached  a  ruinous  point  he  was  diligent  in 
sending  customers,  well  supplied  with  money,  to 
his  rival,  who  soon  found  himself  run  out.  He 
made  many  warm  friends  here  and  a  few  equally 
warm  enemies.   He  closed  out  his  business  some 
time  in  the  fifties,  but  for  years  thereafter  his 
aid  was  sought  in  the  establishment  of  water 
works.   For  some  time  he  boarded  with  Timothy 
Winn  at  the  old  hotel.    This  shrewd,  original 
character  he  admired.    He  continued  with  him 
at  the  hotel  on  Stanstead  Plain,  Quebec,  as  long 
as  Winn  kept  the  stand,  tw  enty  years  in  all.  While 
there  he  built  the  trotting  course,  an  excellent 
track,  on  which  famous  contests  occurred.  For 
years  he  lived  and  kept  an  office  at  Rock  Island. 
It  is  a  significant  fact  that  long  after  he  aban- 
doned the  business,  he  was  l>esieged  by  his  old 
customers  for  loans.    In  1877  a  farm  in  Salem 
came  into  his  hands,  on  which  he  made  his  home. 
He  there  projected  the  annexation  of  the  town 
to  Derby.   With  aid  of  others,  both  towns  were 
canvassed.   He  went  to  Montpelicr  to  look  after 
the  bill,  and  when  the  towns  voted  on  the  accept- 
ance of  the  measure  he  was  on  hand  at  the  Salem 
meeting  till  assured  of  success,  when  he  hastened 
to  Derby,  sending  his  team  for  voters,  inspiring 
others  with  his  own  energy  and  real. 
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Mr.  Joslyn  never  married.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  was  a  victim  of  epilepsy,  induced  by 
overwork.  It  blighted  his  hopes  and  hampered 
his  efforts  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  felt 
that  the  joys  and  sacred  associations  of  home — 
which  none  would  have  prized  more  highly — 
were  not  for  him.  He  thought  of  others,  not  of 
himself.  He  recovered  at  an  age  when  few  es- 
cape its  toils,  and  less,  without  impairment  of 
the  mind.  His  strong  affection,  denied  its  nat- 
ural channels,  went  out  to  his  friends,  to  children 
for  whom  he  showed  a  life-long  fondness,  and  to 
his  horses.  At  an  early  age  he  overheard  the 
remark  of  an  elder  brother  in  reference  to  his 
malady.  "We  shall  have  to  take  care  of  him." 
To  one  of  his  natural  energy  and  independence 
this  was  a  spur,  and  doubtless  had  a  lasting  in- 
fluence on  his  life.  A  shrewd,  close  financier, 
■when  his  will  was  aroused,  especially  by  attempts 
to  overreach  him,  he  counted  not  the  cost,  in  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purpose.  This  led  to  ex- 
tensive litigation,  and  in  his  frequent  tilts  with 
cross-examining  lawyers  he  rarely  came  out  be- 
hind. While  over  the  vacant  place  (induced  by 
his  vigorous  pursuit)  of  more  than  one  opponent 
might  be  ascribed  the  epitaph,  "He  left  his  coun- 
trv  for  his  country's  good  "  His  muscle  was  of 
steel,  and  he  found  great  pleasure  iti  its  exercise 
in  the  hayfield  or  wherever  there  was  work 
to  do. 

"Some  place  the  bliss  in  action,  some  in  ease." 
To  him  action  was  a  pleasure.  Courage,  enter- 
prise, thrift,  and  integrity  he  admired  every- 
where. The  reverse  and  all  shamU  he  detested. 
In  his  wide  acquaintance  his  influence  was  felt 
in  these  directions.  When  friends  were  sick  or 
in  need  he  would  drop  his  business  and  devote 
himself  to  theirs  with  the  same  energy  and  in- 
terest he  gave  to  his  own.  No  stress  of  weather 
or  business  could  prevent  his  frequent  visits  to 
some  quiet  home.  Stern  and  unrelenting  where 
his  combativeness  was  aroused,  he  was  highly 
considerate  and  kind  when  touched  by  the  let- 
ter springs  of  his  nature.  Yet,  rarely  to  his  near- 
est friends  were  revealed  the  strength  of  his 
affection.  To  the  poor  and  honest  debtor,  whose 
conduct  enlisted  his  sympathy,  he  was  lenient  to 
a  fault.  Deprived  of  the  refinements  of  home, 
he  was  indifferent  and  often  eccentric  in  his  per- 


sonal appearance.  His  vanity  was  like  that  of  old 
"Daniel  Gray"  who 

"Wore  his  hair  unparted,  long  and  plain, 

To  hide  the  handsome  brow  that  slept  below  it. 

For  fear  the  world  would  think  that  he  was  vain." 

A  fluent  and  forcible  talker  with  a  keen  sense 
of  humor,  social  and  jovial  when  in  the  mood, 
he  did  a  vast  amount  of  thinking  in  his  silent 
hours.  A  critic  by  nature,  he  was  a  master  of 
sarcasm  and  invective.  There  was  no  half-way 
ground  in  his  make-up.  His  ambition  was  con- 
fined to  a  single  channel.  For  office  he  had 
neither  time  nor  taste.  A  directorship  in  banks 
both  in  Vermont  and  Canada  was  repeatedly  de- 
clined. But  when  business  was  laid  aside  for 
recreation,  it  was  done  effectually. 

At  the  age  of  seventy,  when  men  rarely 
change,  he  was  converted  under  the  labors  of 
Rev.  Hollis  Jordan.  To  the  end  his  faith  was 
strong,  the  Bible  his  constant  companion.  He 
died  Octolx-r  19,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  accomplished  a  large  work  in  life,  surmounted 
many  obstacles  and  left  a  large  estate. 

CHARLES  II.  JUNES. 

Charles  H.  Jones,  son  of  Horace  S.  and  Har- 
riet ( Joslyn  )  Jones,  was  born  in  Coventry,  Ver- 
mont, May  9,  1847.  He  received  his  education 
in  St.  Johnshury  and  Derby  academics,  where  he 
took  the  highest  rank  as  a  scholar,  and  fitted  for 
the  junior  class  in  Dartmouth  College,  but  was 
unable  to  finish  his  college  course,  owing  to  ill 
health.  He  went  south  in  order  to  recuperate, 
and  after  his  return  he  spent  a  few  years  upon  a 
farm.  He  read  law  with  Judge  Thompson,  of 
Irasburg,  but  his  health  did  not  admit  of  active 
practice.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Barton  Land- 
ing, and  was  register  of  probate  for  ten  years, 
which  position  he  resigned  to  settle  his  uncle's 
estate,  which  was  the  largest  in  the  county.  For 
three  vears  he  held  the  position  of  superinten- 
dent of  schools  in  Coventry. 

He  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  financial 
and  other  journals,  and  has  taken  rank  as  a  clear, 
incisive  writer  and  an  eloquent  speaker.  At  the 
district  convention  at  Montpelier  in  1898.  he  pre- 
sented the  name  of  General  (  iron;  for  ("onsjres*. 
Colonel  G.  W.  Hooker,  the  veteran  politid;.n  who 
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presented  the  name  of  Judge  Reed,  said  that  Mr. 
Jones'  speech  was  one  of  the  finest  tilings  he 
ever  heard  in  a  convention. 

On  June  10,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Cora  G.  Humphrey,  a  lady  of  rare  worth, 
daughter  of  Charles  \Y.  Humphrey,  of  Barnston, 
province  of  (Quebec.  She  was  buried  just  three 
months  from  their  wedding  day. 

JAMES  LOREN  MARTIN. 

James  L.  Martin,  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  a 
prominent  lawyer  and  present  I'nited  States  dis- 
trict attorney,  comes  from  a  good  old  Scotch 
ancestry,  which  stands  for  strength  of  character 
and  intellectual  ability.  The  progenitor  nf  his 
line  in  this  country  was  one  of  three  brothers, 
Ebenezer,  who  came  from  Scotland  and  settled 
in  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire.  Grandfather 
John  Martin  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, where  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age;  he  then  removed  to  l^andgrove. 
Vermont.  By  occupation  he  was  a  fanner,  and 
regarded  by  his  neighbors  as  a  prosperous  man. 
He  was  exceedingly  popular  among  his  towns- 
people, and  occupied  many  local  offices  of  trust. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  He  enlisted  in  the 
army  during  the  war  of  1812,  but  peace  was 
declared  before  he  reached  the  front.  He  mar- 
ried, November  8,  1801,  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island, 
Deborath  Wilson,  the  daughter  of  William  Wilson, 
by  whom  he  had  the  following  children :  Will- 
iam, who  married  Sarah  Horton :  John ;  James ; 
and  Nancy,  who  married  William  Godfrey .  John 
Martin  died  in  his  sixty-eighth  year. 

James  Martin,  father  of  James  L.  Martin, 
was  born  at  Landgrovc,  Vermont,  where  he 
passed  the  early  part  of  his  life.  He  spent  one 
year  in  Virginia,  but  returned  to  Vermont,  lo- 
cating in  Londonderry,  where  he  lived  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Martin  was  a  farmer, 
and  practiced  layv  in  his  native  state;  and  he 
was  an  active  partisan  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  for  many  years  justice  of  the  peace,  was 
also  town  clerk,  and  served  several  terms  as  an 
assemblyman.  He  yvas  state  senator  for  Ver- 
mont, and  while  acting  in  that  honorable  capacity 
became  knoyvn  as  the  "Lion  of  the  Senate"  on 
account  of  his  marvelous  oratorical  talent,  which 
he  used  to  the  best  advantage  in  the  interest  of 


those  he  represented.  Mr.  Martin  yvas  captain 
of  a  company  of  militia.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Universalist  church,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order.  As  a  coun- 
selor at  law  his  advice  was  constantly  sought, 
oyving  to  his  yvidc  and  varied  experience  in  ju- 
dicial matters.  I  lis  yvifc  was  Lucy  Gray,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Gray.  Six  sons  yvere  born  of  this 
union,  namely :  lames  Albert,  born  October  22, 
1838,  died  November  28,  1842;  John  Henry,  born 
October  26,  1840.  a  farmer,  now  in  his  sixty- 
seventh  year,  ami  unmarried ;  George  Jay,  lx>rn 
November  16,  1844,  died  January  7,  1856;  James 
L. ;  and  Joseph  G.,  born  October  8,  1850,  a  law- 
yer of  Manchester  Center,  Vermont,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Emma  Barnard  (now  deceased)  ; 
William  Brockway,  born  March  12,  1854,  died 
July  21,  1854;  Mr.  Mattin  died  January  24, 
1887.  His  yvife,  bom  January  22,  1815,  died 
August  24,  1856. 

James  L.  Martin,  second  son  of  James  and 
Lucy  Martin,  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Londonderry,  and  this 
was  later  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the  Mar- 
low  (New  Hampshire)  Academy,  where  he  later 
became  a  teacher;  he  also  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Londonderry  for  about  seven  years. 
Having  made  up  his  mind  to  follow  the  pro- 
fession of  law,  he  matriculated  at  the  Albany 
Layv  School,  from  which  he  yvas  graduated  in 
1869.  and  yvas  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Benning- 
ton, Vermont,  in  the  same  year.  He  practiced 
law  in  Londonderry  from  that  time  until  Jan- 
uary, 1882,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  layv  busi- 
ness of  the  late  Charles  N.  Davenport,  and  moved 
to  Brattleboro.  In  1888  he  formed  a  co-partner- 
ship with  Hon.  E.  L.  Waterman,  and  later  George 
B.  Hitt  became  a  member  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Martin,  besides  his  extensive  law  prac- 
tice, is  interested  as  a  director  in  many  large  cor- 
porations, such  as  the  Central  Railroad  of  Ver- 
mont, the  Vermont  Mutual  Eire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, the  American  Fidelity  Company  of  Mont- 
pelier,  the  Brattleboro  Electric  Light  and  Gas 
Company.  Aside  from  these  varied  interests, 
Mr.  Martin  occupies  the  responsible  position  of 
United  States  district  attorney,  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  President  McKinley,  and  re- 
appointed by  President  Roosevelt.  Mr.  Martin 
is  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Holden  &  Mar- 
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tin,  extensive  wholesale  lumber  merchants,  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  enterprises  of  Hrattleboro. 
In  1888  Mr.  Martin  was  appointed  tax  com- 
missioner by  Governor  Dillingham.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Crattleboro  school  board. 

Mr.  Martin's  political  career  began  with  his 
election  to  the  legislature  as  representative  from 
Londonderry  in  1874,  in  which  Ixxly  he  served 
on  the  committee  on  education,  having  charge  of 
the  bill  to  abolish  the  board  of  education  ami  for 
the  appointment  of  a  state  superintendent.  Two 
years  later  he  was  again  returned  to  the  legis- 
lature, serving  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
elections,  ami  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee. In  1878  he  was  for  a  third  time  elected 
to  the  same  position,  and  was  chosen  speaker  of 
the  house  on  the  second  ballot.  He  was  elected 
to  the  house  in  1880  and  1882.  and  at  both  of  the 
last  named  sessions  was  again  chosen  speaker. 
In  1892  he  represented  BrattlclM)ro,  and  declined 
being  a  candidate  for  speaker.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  judiciary  committee,  and  second  on 
the  ways  and  means  committee. 

Socially  Mr.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the 
Wheelmen's  Club,  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  Anchor  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M..  with  which  or- 
ganization he  has  been  affiliated  for  thirty-four 
years.  For  one  year  he  has  been  president  of 
the  Universalist  church,  during  which  time  the 
society  has  been  placed  upon  a  firm  financial 
basis,  and  is  free  of  debt. 

Mr.  Martin  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Delia  E.  Howard,  daughter  of 
Lewis  Howard,  of  Londonderry,  Vermont. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  none  of  whom 
survive.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  De- 
cember 14.  1881.  His  second  wife  was  Jessie 
Lilley,  daughter  of  Captain  Edward  Dewey,  of 
Monti>e!ier.  a  brother  of  Admiral  Dewey.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  nanu.lv :  Mar- 
garet Snsan,  Helen  Ruth  and  Katherine  Cray 
Martin. 

Mr.  Martin  stands  high  in  favor  with  the 
department  of  justice  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  he  is  frequently  called  in  consultation. 
He  has  won  considerable  fame  through  his  suc- 
cessful crusade  against  and  prosecution  of  ille- 
gal Giines-  immigration  from  Canada  through 
Vermont,  which  for  many  years  had  ken  a  fa- 


vorite gateway  for  this  unlawful  practice,  and 
through  his  effort  this  abuse  has  been  practically 
brought  to  an  end. 

GEORGE  WILLIAM  GRANGER. 

George  William  Granger,  an  extensive  agri- 
culturist of  West  Milton,  Vermont,  is  a  descend- 
ant of  William  Granger,  who  was  lx>rn  in  Massa- 
chusetts, March  15,  1778.  After  receiving  the 
limited  education  that  was  afforded  by  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  period,  William  Granger 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  and  followed  that 
line  of  business  for  many  years  in  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts.  1  icing  an  honest,  industrious  and 
energetic  man.  he  won  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  united  in  marirage 
at  liernardston,  Massachusetts.  December  16, 
1804,  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Cushman.  who  was 
born  May  21.  1782.  She  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  Robert  Cushman,  the  Puritan  w  ho  came  over 
in  the  celebrated  Mayflower  and  landed  on  Plym- 
outh Rock,  Massachusetts.  Their  children  were  : 
Pherona  A.,  born  October  30,  1805.  died  in  Col- 
chester. Vermont,  December  7,  1828,  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Allen;  William  A.,  born  June  10,  1808;  \r- 
temus  C,  born  January  12,  1812,  died  in  Napa- 
nee.  Cppcr  Canada;  George  L.,  born  June  it, 
1814.  died  in  Jonesville,  Michigan;  Chloe  V. 
born  May  20,  1817,  died  in  Napanee.  I'pper 
Canada;  John  W..  born  March  3.  1821,  died  in 
West  Milton,  Vermont,  March  12.  1857;  and 
Sarah  E.,  born  December  23.  1824.  died  in  West 
Milton,  Vermont.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  in  Rupert,  Vermont,  January  10.  1825.  and 
his  wife  died  at  Milton,  Vermont.  December  to, 
.872. 

William  A.  Granger,  father  of  George  W, 
Granger,  was  born  June  10,  1808.  He  acquired 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  after  completing  his  studies  de- 
cided to  follow  the  same  vocation  that  his  father 
chose,  that  of  blacksmith.  He  worked  at  this 
trade  for  many  years,  and  having  thoroughly  mas- 
tered every  detail  of  the  business,  he  was  enabled 
to  lay  aside  quite  a  goodly  competence.  Subse- 
quently he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
followed  this  occupation  very  successfully  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.    He  was  very  promi- 
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nent  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  town,  being 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  serve  in  many 
of  the  local  offices.  He  always  acted  in  an  hon- 
orable and  upright  manner  in  his  conduct  of 
these  positions.  He  was  an  earnest  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
West  Milton,  Vermont. 

On  September  6,  1835,  Mr.  Granger  married 
Mi*s  F.ucy  McNall,  who  was  born  in  Colchester, 
Vermont.  January  16,  1816.  a  daughter  of  John 
McNall,  of  Colchester,  Vermont.  The  follow- 
ing named  children  were  born  to  them :  Fherona, 
born  March  20,  1838,  married  Daniel  Gorton,  a 
farmer  of  Huntington,  Vermont;  Harrison  A'., 
born  January  20,  184 1,  married  Isabella  Bren- 
ner, of  Manchester.  Iowa ;  Frances  C,  born  July 
13,  1843,  married  A.  H.  Blake  of  West  Milton, 
Vermont,  and  they  removed  to  Manchester,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  dry -goods  business ; 
and  George  William  Granger.  Mr.  Granger  died 
in  West  Milton,  Vermont,  April  24,  1887,  and 
his  wife  died  September  19,  1890, 

George  William  Granger,  the  youngest  child 
of  William  A.  and  Lucy  Granger,  was  born  in 
West  Milton,  Vermont,  October  7,  1849.  He 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  dividing  his 
time  between  an  attendance  at  the  common  school 
and  labor  upon  the  paternal  homestead.  He  has 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation  ever  since, 
and  bv  his  careful  management  and  by  taking 
advantage  of  all  the  resources  in  his  power,  he 
is  now  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  very  best  farms 
in  that  section  of  the  country,  well  supplied  with 
every  modern  appliance  and  finely  stocked.  Mr. 
Granger  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  has  served  the  town  in  the  capacity  of  select- 
man, fie  is  a  member  and  attendant  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  of  West  Milton,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Granger  was  united  in  marriage.  Decern1 
her  i<),  1870.  to  Miss  Lucy  Maria  Ashley,  who 
was  born  in  Milton,  Vermont.  July  5,  1854,  a 
daughter  of  San  ford  and  Caroline  (Ilaight )  Ash- 
ley, of  Milton,  Vermont.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  William  Dixon,  born  September 
28.  1S77,  married  Miss  Belle  Blake,  of  West  Mil- 
ton. Vermont;  Harrison  Ashley,  horn  August  3, 
1870  Dan  Gorton.  b>rn  March  20.  181X3;  Johnnie 
Alton.  l>orn  January  13.  1S86:  Roa  Caroline.  Wn 
September  _>o.  i.S<h>:  and  Nosalie.  born  April  23. 
1895. 


EDGAR  MEECH. 

This  gentleman  was  one  of  the  honored  citi- 
zens of  Charlotte,  Vermont,  was  born  in  Shel- 
bume,  Vermont,  on  the  20th  of  June.  1818,  and 
was  a  member  of  an  old  and  prominent  east- 
ern family.  His  grandfather,  F.lisha  Meech, 
claimed  Connecticut  as  the  state  of  his  nativity, 
his  birth  occurring  there  in  1750,  and  he  was  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children.  In  1785  he  came 
from  Bennington,  Vermont,  to  Hinesburg,  Ver- 
mont, and  died  there. 

Ezra  Meech.  Elisha's  son,  was  also  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  his  birth  occurring  in  Norwich, 
m  l773-  I"  r795  ne  located  in  Shelburne.  Ver- 
mont, there  making  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  September  23,  1856.  In  1800  he 
was  united  m  marriage  to  Mary  McNeil,  the 
daughter  of  John  McNeil,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Charlotte,  Vermont.  For  many  years  Mr. 
McNeil  served  as  the  town  clerk  in  Charlotte, 
was  also  its  first  representative,  and  about  1790 
he  established  the  first  ferry  across  Lake  Cham- 
plain  to  Essex,  New  York,  which  still  bears 
his  name.  In  1806  Mr.  Meech  purchased  a  farm 
near  the  lake,  to  which  he  later  added  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  four  thousand  acres.  He 
followed  the  fur  trade  for  a  time  and  was  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash.  Later, 
however,  he  embarked  in  the  lumber  trade,  in 
Canada,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  until 
1812.  and  during  the  subsequent  time  also  sup- 
plied provisions  to  the  American  army  stationed 
at  Plattsburg.  He  was  interested  in  Rutland 
marble  quarries,  railroads  and  other  enterprises. 
A  man  of  much  executive  ability,  an  extensive 
farmer,  he  owned  at  one  time  four  thousand 
sheep  and  fifty  pair  of  oxen,  and  employed  fifty 
men.  His  success  in  life  was  the  result  of  his 
own  energy  and  ability,  as  he  started  with  no 
means  or  influential  associations.  For  two  terms 
he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  was  a  friend 
of  Daniel  Webster  and  Henry  Clay.  He  was 
a  man  of  excellent  business  judgment,  and  was 
many  times  elected  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust.  In  1819  he  was  called 
upon  to  represent  his  town  in  the  legislature, 
was  three  times  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
the  high  office  of  governor,  and  for  many  years 
was  the  probate  judge  of  his  county.    His  re- 
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ligious  views  connected  him  with  the.  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of 
fine  physique  and  weighed  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  jxmnds.  The  family  were  among 
the  most  aristocratic  and  honored  residents  of 
theft  locality,  and  in  those  early  days  Mr.  Meech 
drove  a  four-in-hand.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1820,  and  he  subsequently  married  Lydia  C. 
Clark.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  of  his 
ten  children  by  his  first  wife  grew  to  maturity. 
Mary,  the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Rob- 
ert Moody,  and  lived  in  Burlington,  dying  ot 
consumption  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida.  Jane 
married  Joseph  Warner,  of  Middlebury,  where 
she  died,  also  of  consumption.  Ezra  Meech,  Jr., 
lived  most  of  his  life  in  Shelburne,  on  a  farm 
two  miles  from  his  brother.  He  was  a  prominent 
mendier  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  dying  at  Nor- 
wood, Michigan. 

Edgar  Meech,  youngest  son  of  Ezra  Meech, 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  schools  of 
Shelburne,  and  studied  French  two  years  at 
Chambley.  Canada.  He  fitted  for  college  at 
Castleton  Seminary  and  matriculated  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  at  Burlington,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1841.  After 
leaving  college  he  engaged  in  farming,  locating 
on  what  was  then  known  as  the  Russell  farm, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  was  the  owner  of 
-one  thousand  acres.  He  was  a  man  of  scholarly 
attainments,  and  was  a  fine  Greek  and  French 
scholar.  He  strove  to  provide  his  children  with 
superior  educational  advantages.  The  cause  of 
Christianity  found  in  him  a  warm  friend,  and 
he  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  local  Sunday- 
school,  being  teacher  or  superintendent  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years.  In  all  life's  relations  he 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  the  memory 
oi  his  upright  life  should  serve  as  an  inspiration 
to  those  who  come  after  him. 

On  the  >>th  of  May.  1850,  Mr.  Meech  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  J.  Field,  who  was 
born  in  Springfield.  Vermont,  a  daughter  of 
Salathiel  Field,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Daniel  Field.  The  latter 
was  also  born  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  ami 
from  there  came  to  Springfield,  Vermont.  Ik- 


served  as  captain  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  to  him  was  accorded  the  pleasure  of  shaking 
hands  with  George  Washington.  Mr.  Field  was 
a  Quaker  in  religious  belief.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Meech  was  reared  and  received  his  education 
in  the  town  of  Springfield,  Vermont,  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life,  following  the  occupation 
of  farming.  The  old  Field  homestead  in  which 
the  grandfather  lived  is  still  standing,  and  the 
family  have  long  been  one  of  prominence  in  the 
locality.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Meech  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lydia  Bragg,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Field  she  became  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  three  still  survive.  She  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  She  was  his  sec- 
ond wife,  the  first  l>cing  Sally  Howe.  He  was 
a  third  time  married,  when  Susan  Mcrritt  be- 
came his  wife,  and  fifteen  of  his  seventeen  chil- 
dren grew  to  maturity.  Mr.  Field  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

Edgar  Meech  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Charles  E.,  the  eldest,  is  a 
resident  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  grad- 
uated in  1874,  at  the  University  of  Vermont,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  publishing  business.  He  mar- 
ried Marion  Elizabeth  Woodward,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  they  have  one  child,  Edgar  Meech. 
William  F.  died  in  1874  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  Mary  Elizabeth  is  at  home.  Abigail 
Jennie  married  William  K.  Sheldon,  of  Rut- 
land. They  reside  in  Seattle,  Washington,  and 
have  three  children,  Abby  (now  Mrs.  Henry  D. 
Brooks,  of  Westfield,  Massachusetts)  ;  Sarah  M. 
and  William  K.,  Jr.  Sarah  Spalding,  the  young- 
est daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meech,  married 
Charles  Anthony  Austin,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, and  now  resides  in  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Helen  Meech  and 
Charles  Anthony.  Jr.  Mr.  Meech  was  called  to 
his  final  rest  on  the  19th  of  February.  1885. 

HON'.  SENECA  M.  DORR. 

Judge  Seneca  M.  Dorr,  for  many  years  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  was  born 
August  14.  1S20,  at  Chatham  ("enter.  New  York, 
the  son  of  Dr.  Russel  Dorr,  a  noted  physician. 
Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age,  and  pur- 
sued his  legal  studies  under  difficulties.    Yet  at 
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the  age  of  twenty-one  he  passed  his  examination 
for  the  bar  with  honor,  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  superior  court  and  was  made  a  solicitor 
in  chancery.  Later  he  acquired  a  beautiful  es- 
tate in  Ghent,  Columbia  county,  New  York,  where 
he  lived  until  his  removal  to  Rutland  in  1857. 
There  he  became  associated  with  William  V. 
Ripley  in  the  marble  business.  In  1865  he  leased 
the  Sutherland  Falls  marble  proj)erty,  which  was 
developed  mainly  through  his  energy  and  untiring 
industry.  Later  he  became  interested  in  business 
at  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  investment  securities  in  Rutland.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Rutland 
Savings  Bank. 

Judge  Dorr  was  ill  early  life  a  Democrat,  and 
was  an  intimate  friend  and  neighbor  of  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren.  When,  however,  political  issues 
changed,  he  became  an  earnest  Free-soiler  ami 
drafted  the  famous  document  known  as  "The 
Address  of  the  Radical  One  Hundred,"  a  jwper 
which  had  wide  influence  at  the  time  and  stated 
the  position  of  the  Democrats  who  left  that  party 
on  the  free-soil  issue.  He  was  one  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  Republican  party,  and  took  the  stump 
for  Fremont. 

Judge  Dorr's  public  life  was  of  great  useful- 
ness to  his  fellow  citizens  and  to  the  state  of 
his  adoption.  In  18(13  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  council  of  censors  of  Vermont,  and  imme- 
diately began  to  work  for  the  establishment  of 
biennial  sessions  of  the  legislature.  Despite  the 
fact  that  the  movement  met  with  strong  opposi- 
tion, it  was  ultimately  successful.  He  represented 
the  town  of  Rutland  in  the  legislature  in  1863 
and  1864,  and  was  a  senator  from  Rutland  count) 
in  1865  and  i860.  His  position  as  a  legislator 
was  always  commanding  and  powerful,  and  he 
rendered  special  service  to  the  slate  by  securing 
the  taxation  of  railroads,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  State  Reform  School.  He  was  a  Lincoln 
elector  in  1864.  In  1876  and  1877  he  was  county 
judge,  and  he  served  with  conspicuous  ahilit v. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
at  once  liberal  and  conservative. 

Judge  Dorr  married.  February  22,  18 \J,  Julia 
Caroline,  daughter  of  William  Y.  Ripley,  of  Rut- 
land, and  I  hey  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Ku>m-]|  .Ripley,  who  now  resides  in  St. 
J 'an!.  Minnesota,  where  he  was  for  many  year- 


president  of  the  Bankers'  Life  Association,  which 
he  founded.    He  is  now  engaged  in  developing 
newly  discovered  oil  fields  in  San  Mateo  county, 
California.    He  is  a  man  of  fine  literary  tastes, 
a  graduate  of  Union  College.   He  married  Louise 
Bryan,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  them: 
Roy  Bryan,  deceased;  Bryan  Ripley,  a  recent 
graduate  of  Williams  College,  Henry  Bryan; 
and  James  Bryan.    William  Ripley,  who  was 
graduated  from  Norwich  University,  was  for  ten 
years  a  prominent  business  man  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  has  been  president  of  the  St.  Paul 
chamber  of  commerce,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Capital  Bank  of  that  place.    He  also  has  ex- 
tensive interests  in  the  east,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, at  Englewood,  New  Jersey.      He  mar- 
ried Helen  Thurston,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren:    William  Ripley,  Jr.;  Cyrus  Thurston: 
and  Julia  Caroline,  who  bears  the  name  endeared 
by  her  grandmother  to  many  thousands  of  read- 
ers.   Zulma  De  Lacy,  who  married  William  H. 
Steele,  who  is  engaged  in  the  copj>cr  business 
in  New  York  city,  and  resides  in  Brooklyn.  Of 
their  children,  Frederic  Dorr  is  illustrator  for 
the  leading  magazines  of  the  country,  Joseph 
Dorr  is  the  New  York  manager  of  the  Carter's 
Inks  Company  of  Boston,  and  Zulma  Ripley  is 
an  art  student  in  Brooklyn.    Mrs.  Steele  is  also- 
an  artist  of  note  in  charcoal,  oil  ami  water 
color.    Henry  Ripley,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Mid- 
dlebury  College,  and  has  written  much  verse 
of  a  notably  fine  quality.    He  served  as  a  private 
in  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  Vermont  \  ohin- 
teers,  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  went 
with  the  regiment  to  Chickamauga  camp,  where 
they  were  stationed  for  four  months.    He  was 
commissioned  captain  of  his  company  on  its  re- 
turn to  the  National  Guard.    He  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  devoting  his  attention  to  the  developing 
of  a  new  fuel,  for  which  he  holds  a  number  <>f 
patents  recently  obtained.  His  invention  is  a  pro- 
cess by  which  coal  dust  and  waste  from  the 
hard  and  bituminous  coal  mines  is  converted  into 
a  fuel  which  answers  all  the  pui-poses  to  which 
the  anthracite  coal  of  commerce  is  put.  The 
invention  and  discovery  promise  to  be  among  the 
most  im]>ortant  and  valuable  of  the  century.  Vari- 
ous expert  chemists  and  also  fuel  experts,  rep- 
resenting the  large  coal  companies,  have  pro- 
nounced "carbon  fuel,"  as  it  is  designated  by  its. 
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inventor,  a  complete  fuel.  Mr.  Dorr  married 
Janet  \Y.,  daughter  of  General  W.  Y.  W.  Ripley, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Thomas  Ripley. 

The  death  of  Judge  Dorr,  which  occurred 
December  3,  18S4.  removed  from  Rutland  a  man 
distinguished  alike  for  intelligence,  ability,  integ- 
rity, benevolence,  literary  culture  and  commercial 
enterprise.  He  jxwscssed  solid  intellectual  acquire- 
ments, sound  taste  and  culture,  was  an  able,  ac- 
curate, and  careful  writer,  and  a  man  of  digni- 
fied but  genial  manners.  He  was  an  excellent 
representative  of  a  man  of  business  who  was  not 
a  lanatical  utilitarian.  He  believed  in  knowledge 
which  helps  to  hake  its  possessor  a  wiser,  better, 
more  useful  citizen,  even  though  it  may  return 
no  dividend  in  the  shape  of  cash.  His  influence 
in  Rutland  was  always  upright,  elevating  and 
inspiring,  and  so  greatly  was  he  beloved  as  well 
as  respected,  that  the  news  of  his  death  caused  a 
wide-spread  feeling  of  sorrow. 

MRS.  JULIA  C.  R.  DORR. 

Julia  Caroline  Ripley  Dorr,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Y.  Ripley  and  Zulma  De  Lacy  Thomas,  was 
born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  February 
13,  1825.  Her  paternal  ancestry  in  the  Ripley 
family  is  too  well  known  to  need  repeating  here. 
Her  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Jean  Jacques 
Thomas  and  Susanne  De  Lacy,  both  natives  of 
France,  but  for  some  time  residents  of  San  Do- 
mingo, where  Mons.  Thomas  was  a  merchant, 
planter  and  ship-owner.  During  the  insurrec- 
tion of  the  slaves  under  Toussaint  L'Ouverture 
he  fled  to  Charleston  with  his  family,  and  soon 
afterward  his  daughter  was  born. 

Mr.  Ripley  was  a  merchant  in  Charleston, 
and  there  met  and  married  Mrs.  Dorr's  mother. 
When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  eighteen 
months  old  her  mother's  frail  health  made  a 
change  of  climate  imperative,  and  the  family  re- 
turned to  her  father's  native  town  of  Weybridge, 
Vermont,  but  the  mother  died  the  day  after  reach- 
ing there.  Until  she  was  ten  years  old  Julia 
Caroline  Ripley  lived  part  of  the  time  in  New 
York  and  part  in  Middlehury.  When  she  was 
twelve  years  old  her  father  moved  to  Rutland. 
In  1847  she  was  married  to  the  Hon.  Seneca  M. 
Dorr,  of  Columbia  county.  New  York,  and  they 
made  their  home  at  Ghent  in  that  county  until 


1857,  when  they  located  in  Rutland.  Judge  Dorr 
built  upon  the  banks  of  the  Otter  a  beautiful 
home,  which  has  long  been  known  as  "The  Ma- 
ples," and  there  Mrs.  Dorr  has  lived  continuous- 
ly, and  there  most  of  the  work  which  has  placed 
her  name  high  among  the  builders  of  American 
literature  has  been  done.  Her  published  books 
are  as  follows:  "Farmingdale."  a  novel  (1854)  ; 
"Linincre,"  a  novel  ( 1856)  ;  "Sybil  Huntington," 
a  novel  (1809,1;  Poems  (1871);  "Expiation,"  a 
novel  (1872):  "Daybreak,"  an  Easter  poem 
(i88z)  ;  "Bermuda"  (1884)  ;  "Afternoon  Songs" 
(1885);  "Poems:  Complete  Edition"  (189.2); 
"Afterglow,"  poems  (  1900) ;  "The  Flower  of 
England's  Face"  (  1895J  ;  A  Cathedral  Pilgrim- 
age" (1896);  "In  Kings'  Houses"  (1898). 

Her  rirst  novel,  "Farmingdale,"  appeared  un- 
der the  pen  name  "Caroline  Thomas."'  It  was 
among  the  most  successful  novels  of  the  period, 
reaching  a  tenth  edition  ;  and  the  author's  identity 
could  not  long  be  hidden.  All  her  work  there- 
after appeared  under  her  own  name.  Mrs. 
Dorr's  novels  are  marked  by  simplicity  of  diction, 
sustained  interest  and  skillful  management  of  her 
theme.  She  does  not  attempt  the  grotesaue  nor 
strive  after  lurid  effects;  but  she  deals  with  the 
delineation  of  life  and  character  in  the  environ- 
ment with  which  she  is  familiar.  This  is  as 
true  of  her  latest  story,  "In  Kings'  Houses,"  as 
it  is  of  her  first  success,  the  rare,  sweet  novel 
"Farmingdale."  "In  Kings'  Houses"  is  a  ro- 
mance of  the  days  of  Cjueen  Ann :  but  Mrs.  Dorr 
is  as  much  at  home  in  English  history  as  she  is 
in  Xew  England  lore.  Few  scholars  at  home  or 
abroad  know  England's  story  as  well  as  she; 
and  Mrs.  Dorr's  visits  to  England  rendered  her 
familiar  with  the  scenes  and  the  places  which 
form  the  field  of  the  story. 

Two  other  novels.  KaglesclirF  and  "Rachel 
Dillowav's  Son,"  appeared  as  serials,  but  have 
never  been  issued  in  book  form.  All  of  Mrs. 
Dorr's  novels  except  "In  Kings'  Houses"  are 
out  of  print:  but  there  are  still  frequent  calls 
tor  them,  and  they  are  among  the  treasures  of 
lxx>k  collectors. 

Her  books  of  travel  arc  unique  in  the  field 
of  descriptive  literature.  "Bermuda,"  a  charm- 
ing picture  of  the  wonderful  Summer  Isles,  first 
called  general  attention  to  the  beauties  of  the 
islands,  though  they  were  old  in  story ;  and  the 
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book  sent  hosts  of  tourists  thither.  "The  Flower 
of  England's  Face"  and  "A  Cathedral  Pilgrim- 
age" are  distinguished  by  ripe  scholarship,  by 
singular  felicity  of  description,  by  diction  which 
is  at  times  superb,  by  a  fidelity  to  accepted  his- 
tory which  gives  permanent  value  to  the  liooks, 
and  by  a  poetic  quality  which  beautifies  and 
brightens. 

While  Mrs.  Dorr's  place  among  prose  writers 
is  one  of  prominence  and  honor,  she  is  more 
widclv  known  as  the  poet.  She  began  to  write  in 
verse  while  yet  a  child ;  and  as  she  developed  her 
poetic  gift  she  wrote  constantly.  She  did  not, 
however,  make  the  error  of  most  young  writers 
by  rushing  into  print  with  her  earlier  work,  and 
none  of  her  poems  were  published  until  she  was 
a  woman  grown.  Her  first  published  work  was 
a  story  which  her  .husband  sent  without  her 
knowledge  to  the  Union  Magazine,  where  it 
promptly  won  a  prize  offered  by  that  periodical ; 
and  from  this  beginning  her  public  career  as  a 
•writer  is  dated. 

The  complete  edition  of  Mrs.  Dorr's  poems, 
published  in  1892,  contains  all  the  poems  written 
up  to  that  date  which  the  jioet  wished  to  see  pre- 
served in  permanent  form ;  but  many  of  her 
readers  protested  at  the  absence  of  poems  which 
had  been  household  favorites  for  many  years. 
These  poems  were  omitted,  said  Mrs.  Dorr,  be- 
cause they  were  defective  in  construction  and 
•could  not  well  be  rewritten. 

A  study  of  this  volume  shows  work  of  a  sin- 
gularly even  quality,  and  the  poet's  wide  range 
embraces  the  lyric,  the  ballad,  the  ode  and  the 
sonnet ;  and  in  each  she  shows  conspicuous  mas- 
tery of  her  art.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  her 
genius  places  her  in  the  front  rank  of  women 
poets ;  for  her  more  ambitious  poems  possess 
the  strength,  the  power,  the  beauty,  the  force 
and  the  imaginative  quality  which  marks  the 
greatest  among  her  fellow  craftsmen. 

"The  Deail  Century."  "Vermont."  "Gettys, 
burg."  are  notable  examples  of  the  loftiest  in- 
spiration which  has  produced  hemic  verse;  and 
\  the  sustained  power  of  these  odes  lias  given  them 
a  permanent  place  among  the  highest  poems  of 
their  class  in  all  literature.  "The  Dead  Century" 
was  written  for  the  centennial  celebration  of 
Rutland  ;  am!  among  the  many  treasures  of  lit- 


erary flavor  which  Mrs.  Dorr  possesses  is  a  letter 
from  Longfellow  written  the  day  after  the  poem 
was  published  in  the  newspapers,  asking  Mrs. 
Dorr  why  she  had  not  reserved  it  for  the  national 
Centennial  in  Philadelphia. 

"The  Armorer's  Errand,"'  "The  Parson's 
Daughter,"  "Rena"  and  other  less  ambitious  bal- 
lads have  a  quality  which  is  distinctively  their 
own  and  in  the  noble  sonnets  "At  Rest,"  "Day 
and  Night,"  "Mercedes,"  "The  Place,'"  and 
"Recognition."  is  seen  the  highest  perfection  of 
this  most  difficult  form  of  verse.  There  is  not 
a  modern  work  upon  the  sonnet,  of  recognized 
authority,  which  does  not  give  to  Mrs.  Dorr  the 
first  rank  among  sonneteers. 

Among  the  most  familiar  of  the  writer's 
minor  poems,  meaning  not  minor  in  quality  but 
in  volume,  are  "Outgrown,"  which  Emerson,  a 
life  long  friend  of  Mrs.  Dorr's,  placed  in  his 
"Parnassus;"  "The  Old  Fashioned  Garden,'* 
"Somewhere,"  "O  Wind  That  Blpws  Out  of  the 
West,"  "My  Lovers,"  and  "The  Fallow  Field." 
These  are  lyrics  of  surpassing  beauty,  perfect  in 
execution  and  conception  and  rich  in  the  musical 
quality  which  characterizes  all  the  poet's  work- 
As  a  purely  imaginative  effort,  "A  Dream 
of  Songs  Unsung"  stands  almost  alone  among  the 
poems  of  modern  authors,  and  is  remarkable  for 
its  beauty  and  imagery. 

The  author's  patriotic  poems,  those  inspired 
by  the  Civil  war,  are  treasured  in  compilations 
of  the  poems  of  that  period,  "The  Last  of  Six." 
"From  Baton  Rouge,"  "In  the  Wilderness," 
Supplicamus,"  and  that  indignant  protest  and 
spirit-stirring  appeal  "Our  Flags  at  the  Capitol." 

If  one  visits  "The  Maples''  he  may  see  in- 
Mrs.  Dorr's  study  shelves  of  gift  books  and  man- 
uscripts of  her  fellow  authors  who  have  helped 
to  make  American  literature  what  it  is  to-day, 
and  if  he  is  one  of  the  chosen  few,  he  may  read 
letters  from  many  famous  men  and  women  of 
letters  whom  Mrs.  Dorr  numbers  among  her 
friends.  Many  of  them — most  of  them,  in  fact — 
are  writers  who  worked  and  wrought  among  lit- 
erary people,  and  were  inspired  by  contact  with 
their  fellow  workers  and  by  the  literary  atmos- 
phere in  Inch  they  lived.  But  in  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Dorr  her  Inch  place  in  literature  was  won 
by  sheer  force  of  genius  and  devotion  to  her 
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art,  without  the  aid  of  any  literary  atmosphere 
aside  from  that  of  her  own  creation.  She  would 
say,  perhaps,  that  this  had  been  a  disadvantage; 
but  her  readers  w  ill  contend  that  in  solitude  she 
has  found  inspiration ;  and  that  the  high  char- 
acter and  the  perfect  finish  of  her  work  is  all  the 
more  conspicuous  because  she  wrought  unaided 
and  alone. 

The  late  Dr.  Francis  M.  Underwood  described 
the  poet  as  follows:  "In  personal  appearance 
Mrs.  Dorr  is  a  woman  of  more  than  average 
stature,  with  snow-white  hair  and  with  strong, 
sweet  features,  on  which  her  friends  see  the  ex- 
pression of  the  calm,  sedate  New  England  face, 
lightened  and  brightened  by  the  spirit  of  the 
dramatic,  art-loving  French." 

She  still  dwells  among  the  maple  trees  she 
loves,  rich  in  years  and  honors,  vigorous  in  mind 
and  body,  loving  and  honoring  the  good,  the 
true  and  the  beautiful,  devoted  as  ever  to  her  art, 
and  contributing  still  to  her  own  great  audience 
the  ripest  and  ablest  w  ork  of  her  genius. 

IRA  ANSON  SHATTUCK. 

Ira  Anson  Shattuck,  a  jeweler  and  merchant 
at  Hard  wick,  is  a  successful  business  man  and 
a  citizen  of  prominence.  He  was  born  February 
2,  1846,  in  Wheelock,  Vermont,  a  son  of  Anson 
Shattuck,  whose  father,  Abel  Shattuck,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  that  town.  He  comes  of 
substantial  English  stock,  tracing  his  ancestry 
back  in  a  direct  line  for  nearly  three  hundred 
years  to  William  Shattuck,  the  immigrant,  the  line 
of  descent  being  as  follows:  William,  William 
John,  Samuel,  David,  Abel,  Anson,  Ira  A. 

William  Shattuck  ( I )  was  born  in  Englan- 
in  1621.  Emigrating  when  a  young  man  to  Mas 
sachusctts,  he  settled  in  Watertown,  becoming 
one  of  its  proprietors,  and  was  evidently  a  man 
of  considerable  wealth  and  influence.  He  died 
in  1672.  William  Shattuck  (2),  a  life-long  resi- 
dent of  Watertown,  was  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  his  time.  He  married  and  reared  a  large  num- 
ber of  children,  of  whom  John  Shattuck  (3), 
through  whom  the  line  was  continued,  was  the 
first  born.  Samuel  Shattuck  (4)  married  Eliza- 
beth Blood  and  settled  in  Groton,  Massachusetts, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1758.    David  Shat- 


tuck 15J  removed  from  Groton,  Massachusetts, 
to  Pepperell.  Massachusetts,  where  many,  if  not 
all,  of  his  children  were  born. 

Abel  Shattuck  (6)  was  born  at  Pepperell, 
Massachusetts,  in  November,  1770.  Coming  to 
Vermont  in  1 793,  he  was  one  of  the  original  set- 
tlers of  the  town  of  Wheelock,  where  he  remained 
a  resident  until  hi*  death  in  i8.jK.    He  was  a  kind- 


hearted,  benevolent  man,  generous  almost  to  a 
fault,  giving  alms  and  shelter  to  all  who  needed 
it,  and  was  greatly  beloved,  it  being  said  of  him 
that  he  never  had  an  enemy.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  had  a  family  of  fifteen  children,  thirteen 
of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  and  were 
educated  in  the  district  school,  in  which  about 
thirty-five  of  the  fifty  pupils  bore  the  name  of 
Shattuck,  all  being  near  relatives. 
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Anson  Shattuck  (7)  was  born  February  11, 
1805,  in  Wheelock,  Vermont,  where  he  worked 
for  many  years  at  the  trade  of  a  cloth-dresser, 
also  owning  and  operating  a  sawmill.  Moving  to 
Derby,  Vermont,  in  1851,  he  resided  there  until 
his  death.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mattie  Heath,  died  in  early  life,  having  borne 
him  four  children.  He  married,  second,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1843,  Lucy  Pierce,  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  and  of  their  union  four  children 
were  born,  among  them  being  Ira  A.,  the  special 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Ira  A.  Shattuck  remained  beneath  the  parental 
roof-tree  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  obtaining 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district 
school,  subsequently  attending  Derby  Academy 
two  and  one-half  terms.  Then  taking  up  carpen- 
try he  worked  at  that  trade  two  years,  then 
completed  his  studies  in  Boston  at  a  commercial 
college,  in  which  he  was  afterwards  employed  for 
awhile  as  Ixxjkkeeper.  Returning  to  Vermont 
he  remained  in  Derby  a  brief  time,  then  went  to 
Barton,  Vermont,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
jeweler  and  watchmaker,  remaining  there  two  and 
one-half  years.  Going  from  there  to  Lyndon, 
Vermont,  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  until  1870. 
when  he  settled  in  Ilardwick,  coming  here  in  Oc- 
tober of  that  year  with  a  stock  of  jewelry, 
watches  and  silverware.  He  has  since  built  up 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  trade,  by  his  honest 
and  systematic  business  methods,  winning  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  lias  attained  a  place 
of  influence  in  the  community.  In  1879  Mr.  Shat- 
tuck erected  a  large  block  on  the  corner  of  Mill 
and  Main  streets,  the  block  in  which  the  J.  II. 
McLoud  Company  is  now  located,  and  occupied 
the  lower  part  as  a  store  until  1888,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  that  property  and  built  the  store  that  he 
is  now  occupying,  on  South  Main  street.  In  1876 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Ilardwick,  and 
served  for  a  little  more  than  nine  years,  and  was 
again  appointed  to  the  same  position  on  Septem- 
l>er  ti,  1880  and  served  for  four  years.  He  has 
filled  many  local  offices  of  trust,  having  been  town 
clerk  and  town  treasurer  since  October,  1888, 
ami  village  clerk  and  treasurer  since  May,  1901. 
In  1900  he  was  census  enumerator.  He  is  on? 
of  the  leading  Republicans  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  attending  every  Republican  town  caucus, 


and  for  twelve  years  was  secretary  of  the  second 
district  Republican  committee,  and  attended  every 
district  and  state  convention  during  that  time. 
Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  Caspian  Lake  Lodge 
No.  87,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mr.  Shattuck  married  March  11,  1875,  Louisa 
E.  Leckner,  of  Wolcott.  Vermont,  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Margaret  Leckner,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  Germany  in  early  life,  settling 
in  Wolcott,  Vermont,  where  Mr.  Leckner  was 
for  many  years  a  carpenter  and  builder  of  note. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shattuck  have  two  children,  name- 
ly: l'erley  A.,  born  February  1,  1879,  a  printer 
by  trade,  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Hardwick 
Gazette,  and  Eula  L.,  born  June  14,  1884. 

SETH  ANDREW  BLODGETT.  M.  D. 

Seth  Andrew  Blodgett,  M.  D.,  of  Groton.  has 
been  actively  identified  with  the  medical  fraternity 
of  this  town  since  coming  here,  with  Dr.  Hatch, 
in  1896.  He  was  born  in  Monroe,  New  Hamp- 
shire, October  15,  1868.  a  son  of  the  late  Major 
Andrew  and  Helen  J.  (Webster)  Blodgett,  the 
former  of  whom  died  while  in  manhood's  prime, 
his  death  occurring  in  1870. 

Seth  A.  Blodgett  acquired  bis  first  knowl- 
edge of  books  in  the  common  schools,  subse- 
quently attending  Newbury  Seminary,  where  he 
studied  telegraphy.  Beginning  life  for  himself 
as  a  telegrapher,  he  located  at  Woodsville.  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  remained  as  train  de- 
spatches for  about  eight  years,  performing  the 
responsible  duties  connected  with  his  position 
with  commendable  fidelity.  Having  decided  upon 
a  professional  career,  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  G.  R.  Hatch  in  1887.  after  which 
he  attended  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College  and 
the  Baltimore  Medical  College,  receiving  his  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  from  the  former  institution  in  iSoi. 
Returning  to  Vermont,  ho  entered  into  partner- 
ship at  Newbury  with  Dr.  Hatch,  with  whom  he 
has  since  been  professionally  connected,  having 
a  fair  share  of  the  practice  of  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Blodgett  is  actively  identified  with  some 
of  the  fraternal  organizations  of  Groton.  being 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  St.  Andrew's  Benevo- 
lent Society,  of  which  lie  was  one  of  the  ino>r- 
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porators,  and  secretary  of  Unity  Lodge,  No.  66, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  member  of  Minerva  Lodge 
No.  86.  1".  A.  M.t  of  Corinth,  Vermont.  He 
is  now  serving  his  townsmen  as  grand  juror  and 
as  notary  public. 

JOHN'  BENZIE. 

John  Benzie,  of  Groton,  as  manager  of  the 
firm  of  M.  T.  Benzie  &  Company,  is  an  important 
factor  in  developing  the  granite  industry  of  this 
section  of  Vermont.  A  native  born  Scotsman, 
his  birth  occurring  in  the  village  of  Inch,  Aber- 
deenshire, June  io,  1857,  lie  is  one  of  the  sixteen 
children  of  John  and  Jessie  Benzie,  who  emi- 
grated, after  he  came,  to  Massachusetts,  locat- 
ing in  Quincy,  where  they  are  now  residing.  John 
Benzie,  Sr.,  was  reared  and  educated -in  his  native 
land,  and  was  there  employed  as  a  granite  pol- 
isher, which  has  been  his  occupation  since  com- 
ing to  America.  He  is  now  part  owner  of  the 
quarries  operated  in  Groton  by  McRae,  Benzie  & 
Company. 

John  Benzie,  Jr.,  learned  his  trade  in  Scot- 
land, serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  with 
an  uncle  in  Aberdeen,  a  granite  dealer,  five  of 
his  brothers  also  becoming  workers  in  granite. 
He  subsequently  worked  as  a  journeyman  in 
Scotland  until  1S78,  when  he  came  to  America, 
settling  first  in  .Maine,  the  first  year  of  his  stay 
here  being  spent  at  Fox  Island.  The  ensuing 
(wo  years  and  a  half  he  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Cjuincy,  Massachusetts,  going  from  (here  to  Mil- 
ford,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Norcross  Brothers  for  a  little  more  than 
three  years,  after  which  he  worked  for  different 
firms  in  Barre.  Vermont.  In  1889  lie  established 
himself  in  business  on  his  account  in  that  town. 
In  1896  Mr.  Benzie  accepted  the  position  of  gen- 
eral manager  and  superintendent  of  the  North 
Haverhill  Granite  Company,  at  North  Haverhill, 
New  Hampshire,  remaining  in  thai  capacity  for 
a  year.  Coining  to  Groton  in  September,  1898, 
the  firm  of  M.  T.  Benzie  &  Company,  of  which 
he  is  junior  niemlK-r  and  manager,  was  soon  or- 
ganized, and  immediately  began  work  in  the  I. 
M.  Kicker  shed.  Dn  ring  the  three  vears  that 
have  since  elapsed,  this  firm  has  met  with  de- 
served success  in  its  operations,  receiving  ;ts  full 
diare  ot  local  patronage,  the  I'..  F.  Clark,  the  \1- 


mon  Clark,  the  M.  C.  Vance,  and  the  T.  W. 
Thurston  monuments  giving  strong  evidence  of 
the  skill  and  ability  of  its  workmen.  Mr.  U.  E. 
Clay  is  now  employed  by  this  company  as  com- 
mercial salesman,  in  his  travels  receiving  many 
important  orders  for  this  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive firm,  which  has  ample  facilities  for  fur- 
nishing work,  which  it  guarantees,  in  Groton, 
Barre,  Scotch  and  Swede  granite,  and  all  kinds 
of  American  marble. 

In  July,  1900,  Mr.  Benzie  enlarged  his  busi- 
ness bv  purchasing  the  shed  which  he  now  occu- 
pies, after  which  he  remodeled  it,  increasing  its 
length  to  132  feet,  dividing  it  into  four  rooms, 
equipping  each  with  the  most  approved  modern 
appliances  used  in  the  granite-cutter's  establish- 
ment. The  firm  uses  only  the  'Groton"  granite, 
which  is  much  sought  for  purposes  of  carving, 
or  for  use  as  statuary.  This  firm  employs  sixteen 
men.  whose  daily  pay  amounts  to  about  forty 
dollars,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  spent  in 
Groton. 

Mr.  Benzie  married,  in  1890,  at  Quincy,  Mass- 
achusetts, Miss  Mary  T.  Tawse,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children.  James  and  Cora.  Mrs.  Benzie  is 
a  native  of  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  a  daughter 
of  James  Tawse,  a  farmer  of  that  section.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Benzie  were  reared  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  are  now  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  Groton.  Mr.  Benzie  be- 
longs to  Caledonia  Lodge  No.  15,  K.  of  P.,  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a 
Republican,  of  independent  mind,  placing  patriot- 
ism alxjve  partisanship,  and  is  a  loyal  son  of  his 
adopted  country. 

GEORGE  W.  WEBBER. 

George  W.  Webber,  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  prosperous  business  men  of  Groton,  is  busily 
employed  as  a  stonemason,  jobber  and  contractor, 
being  prominently  identified  with  the  granite  in- 
terests of  this  town.  He  was  born  in  1845,  in 
Newbury,  Vermont,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Susan 
(  Feet)  Webber,  and  grandson  of  Willard  W  eb- 
ber. He  is  of  English  ancestry,  being  a  lineal 
descendant  of  John  Wehlier,  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  Massachusetts  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  he  served  as  a  soldier.  He  subse- 
puently  removed  to  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
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cleared  and  improved  a  good  homestead.  He 
reared  two  sons,  both  of  whom  served  in  the  war 
of  1812,  one  of  them  being  killed  in  battle,  while 
the  other,  Andrew  Webber,  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  George  W.  Webber,  the  special  subject 
of  this  sketch.  William  Webber,  son  of  Andrew 
Webber,  was  the  next  in  iine  of  descent.  He  re- 
moved from  his  New  Hampshire  home  to  Ver- 
mont in  early  life,  settling  in  Newbury,  011  the 
first  meadow  farm  south  of  Wells  river,  becom- 
ing proprietor  of  an  estate  containing  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  which  he  tanned  in  connection 
with  his  trade  of  mason.  He  married  Susan 
Tewksbury,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  Charles, 
the  father  of  George  W. ;  and  Abner  ami  Andrew, 
farmers  and  railroad  contractors. 

George  W.  Webber  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Newbury,  and  there  learned  the  stonemason's 
trade,  which  had  previously  been  followed  by 
both  his  father  and  his  grandfather.  Enlisting 
in  August,  1862,  when  but  seventeen  years  old, 
in  the  Fifteenth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Rcdficld  Proctor,  he  served  eleven 
months,  during  the  last  part  of  his  term  having 
the  smallpox.  Returning  to  Newbury  he  re- 
mained there  until  fully  recovered,  when,  in  Aug- 
ust, 1864.  he  re-enlisted,  becoming  a  mcmlxT  of 
the  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  with  which  he  partici- 
pated in  the  liattle  of  Winchester,  Custer's  two 
days'  fight  at  Tom's  Brook,  battle  of  Cedar  Creek 
and  Custer's  raid  into  West  Virginia,  the  fol- 
lowing February  assisting  Cusier  in  cutting  off 
the  supplies  for  Richmond  and  harrassing  Lee's 
rear.  lie  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  mustered  out  June  2t.  1865.  Returning 
again  from  the  scene  of  conflict,  he  resumed  his 
labors  as  a  stonemason,  working  first  in  New- 
bury, later  in  Canada,  where  he  remained  six 
years.  He  subsequently  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  settling  on  -the  Buchanan 
farm  at  Ryegate.  Vermont,  which  was  his  home 
for  twenty-two  years,  being  there  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  working  likewise  at  his  trade. 
In  the  summer  of  1857  Mr.  Webber  removed  to 
Grot  on,  and  lure  erected  the  Cliff  House,  a  com- 
modious building,  well  equipped  and  furnished, 
lu-ing  up-to-date  in  all  of  its  appointments.  He 
subsequently  leased  it  to  E.  T.  Raymond,  the 
present  proprietor,  who  is  conducting  it  success- 
fully under  its  present  name  of  Raymond  House. 


hi  1895  -Mr.  Webber  and  his  son  Frederick  G. 
discovered  a  granite  ledge  on  the  Crown  farm, 
and,  purchasing  an  acre,  began  its  development. 
The  venture  proving  a  success,  he  established  a 
shed,  his  son  Charles,  of  Hardwick,  also  assist- 
ing, thus  becoming  a  pioneer  of  the  granite  in- 
dustry in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Webber  married,  in  1866,  Sarah  An- 
drews, of  Shiplon,  province  of  Quebec,  and  into 
their  pleasant  household  nine  children  have  been 
born,  namely  :  Henry  E. ;  Frederick  G. ;  Charles 
E. ;  Mary  L. :  Lillian  J.,  deceased;  Susie  E.,  de- 
ceased; Maggie  E. ;  Bert  A.)  and  Genie  I'. 

JOSEPH  THOMAS  GLEASON. 

Joseph  Thomas  Gleason,  of  Lyndonville, 
Vermont,  was  born  in  Lunenburg,  Essex  county, 
Vermont,  June  18.  1844,  a  son  of  the  late  George 
Gleason.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  John  I  lowe,  Esq.,  who  resided  in 
Warwickshire,  England,  and  was  a  near  kinsman 
of  Sir  Charles  Howe,  who  flourished  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  First,  his  residence  being  in 
Lancaster.  England. 

The  first  paternal  ancestor  of  whom  knowl- 
edge is  now  found  was  James  Gleason.  whose 
marrage  at  Sudbury,  .Massachusetts,  November 
24.  1 7 1  ,i .  to  Mary  Barrett,  is  of  record.  He  had 
eight  children,  probably  Ixirn  in  Marlboro.  Massa- 
chusetts. Of  these.  Joseph,  born  December  13, 
1726.  married  Percis  Allen,  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren. He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
died  in  1805.  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  In  1802 
his  son  Joseph  Gleason  settled  as  a  pioneer  at 
Lunenburg.  Vermont,  where  for  many  years  he 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  church.  He 
w  as  born  January  2,  1774,  married,  September  1 1. 
1S00.  Abigail  Howe,  and  died  in  1844.  at  Lunen- 
burg. 

John  Howe,  son  of  John  Howe,  the  immi- 
grant, was  l>orn  in  1640.  and  was  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  tow  n  of  Marlboro.  He  was  mar- 
ried J.inuarv  22,  1602,  his  wife's  christian  name 
l>eing  Elizabeth,  surname  unknown.  He  was  . 
killed  by  Indians,  April  20.  1676.  His  son  John, 
U>rn  September  o.  16" I,  and  his  wife  Rebecca, 
were  the  parents  of  Seth,  born  April  13.  1708, 
who  married  Mary  Morse.  Their  son  John,  born 
June  5,  i/47i  married  Susannah  Fairbanks,  and 
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these  wore  llic  parents  of  Abigail  Howe,  who 
married  Joseph  Gleason,  September  11,  1800,  as 
before  related.  They  removed  to  Lancaster,  New 
Hampshire,  and  later  to  Lunenburg,  Vermont. 

George  Gleason.  father  of  Joseph  Thomas 
Gleason,  and  son  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Gleason, 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Lunenburg, 
dying  there  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  Mav  26,  1805.  He  was  a  prominent  farm- 
er, and  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  town.  He  was 
captain  of  a  company  of  militia  for  many  years, 
anil  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  married 
Sabrina  \V.  Thomas,  whose  grandfather,  Joseph 
Thomas,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  serving 
as  lieutenant  in  a  Xew  Hampshire  regiment. 

Joseph  Thomas  Gleason  received  but  limited 
educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  but,  being 
naturally  of  a  studious  disposition,  fond  of  read- 
ing, he  acquired  a  large  fund  of  general  knowl- 
edge by  his  own  strenuous  efforts.  In  December, 
1861.  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eighth  Vermont 
Volunteer  Infantry,  drilled  with  the  company  for 
a  brief  period,  but  on  account  of  his  extreme 
youth  he  was  rejected.  In  August,  1862,  how- 
ever, he  entered  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Vermont 
Volunteer  Infantry,  ami  in  the  following  June, 
with  his  comrades,  ttx>k  up  the  march  from  L'nion 
Mills.  Virginia,  to  Gettysburg.  He  was  ordered 
to  the  hospital  by  the  surgeon  at  this  time,  but  re- 
turning to  the  ranks  he  continued  the  march  and 
arrived  on  the  battlefield  in  the  course  of  the  night 
of  the  first  day  of  the  battle,  with  his  regiment,  in 
which  he  served  with  honor  until  receiving  his 
discharge  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. During  his  army  life  he  contracted  dis- 
abilities from  which  he  never  fully  recovered,  and 
which  precluded  further  service.  On  returning 
home,  as  soon  as  his  health  would  permit,  he  re- 
sumed work  on  the  parental  homestead,  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1874.  Beginning 
then  the  study  of  law,  he  was  in  the  office  of  Jo- 
seph P.  Lamson.  Esq.,  o*f  Cabot,  for  awhile,  be- 
ing afterward  with  \V.  \V.  Eaton,  of  West  Con- 
cord. In  the  spring  of  1875  he  opened  an  office  on 
his  own  account,  and  the  following  year  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  after  which  he  was  in  partner- 
ship with  O.  F.  Harvey,  at  West  Concord.  Lo- 
cating in  Lyndonville  in  1878,  as  its  first  lawyer, 
his  practice  steadily  increased  from  year  to  year, 
until  it  became  extensive  and  lucrative,  cmbrac- 
38  x 


ing  among  other  cases  the  settlement  of  many 
valuable  estates,  and  in  the  various  suits  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  he  has  almost  in- 
variably been  successful.  His  jiopularity  and  pro- 
fessional ability  were  recognized  in  1888.  when 
he  was  elected  assistant  judge  of  the  county 
court,  a  position  which  he  filled  with  credit  anJ 
distinction. 

Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Lyndonville, 
Judge  Gleason  has  been  the  leading  spirit  in  the 
inauguration  of  the  many  improvements  that  have 
so  materially  contributed  to  the  growth,  pros|>er- 
ity  and  moral  elevation  of  this  enterprising  Xew 
England  village.  In  1880  he  drew  up  a  charter 
for  the  incorporation  of  the  village,  encountering 
great  opposition  from  some  of  the  more  conserva- 
tive element,  but  succeeded  in  getting  the  bill 
through  the  legislature,  the  result  furnishing  the 
town  with  good  sidewalks  and  a  much  needed 
sewerage  system.  In  1894  the  Judge  drew  up  a 
bill  to  so  amend  the  village  charter  that  a  system 
of  water  works  might  be  introduced,  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  that  was  successful 
in  putting  the  bill  through  the  legislature,  the  vil- 
lage now  having  through  his  efforts  one  of  the 
most  perfect  systems  of  water  works  to  be  found 
in  am  village  of  its  size  in  the  state.  In  iK</>  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  drawing  up  a  second  bill  for 
the  amendment  of  the  charter,  the  object  being  to 
install  an  electric  plant,  and  carried  the  bill 
through  the  legislature  in  spite  of  bitter  opposi- 
tion. On  his  return  from  Montpclicr  after  secur- 
ing this  last  amendment,  he  was  met  at  the  station 
by  many  of  the  people  of  the  village,  headed  by 
a  brass  band,  and  was  given  an  ovation  that  will 
long  be  remcmliercd. 

Judge  Gleason  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican town  committee  for  twelve  years,  and  of  the 
county  committee  for  four  years.  He  has  held 
the  principal  town  offices.  He  is  vice  president 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Lyndon,  with  which  he 
has  tx*cn  officially  connected  for  many  years.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic  order, 
belonging  to  many  of  its  leading  organizations, 
including  the  following:  Crescent  Lodge  of  Lyn- 
donville; llaswell  Roval  Arch  Chapter;  Caledonia 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Palestine  Commandery,  K. 
T..  of  St.  Johnsbury :  and  the  grand  chapter  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  Vermont,  in 
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which  he  served  two  terms  as  grand  patron.  He 
also  belongs  to  Farnsworth  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
which  he  lias  been  adjutant  and  commander. 
Judge  Gleason  serves  as  an  illustration  of  a  typi- 
cal Vermonter,  who,  coming  out  of  the  war 
broken  in  health,  commanded  success  from  ad- 
verse circumstances. 

On  September  9,  1884,  Judge  Gleason  married 
Mary  S.  Aldrich,  daughter  of  Roscwell  and  Lao- 
dicea  (Holbrook)  Aldrich.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter. Louise  M.  (.ileason.  Roscwell  Alarich  was 
born  in  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  December  16. 
1800.  He  was  a  clothier  by  trade  and  always 
tilled  a  farm.  He  was  married  January  25,  1825, 
to  Laodicea  Holbrook,  of  Waterford.  Vermont, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Williams) 
Holbrook,  an  early  resident  of  that  town.  Rose- 
well  Aldrich  died  at  Guildhall,  Vermont,  June  I, 
1895.  He  was  a  sou  of  Andrew  Aldrich,  and  was 
of  English  and  Scotch  descent. 

THE  BLAKELY  FAMILY. 

The  earliest  ancestors  of  the  Blakely  family 
came  to  New  England  from  Surrey  and  Kent, 
near  London,  England,  about  1635,  as  the  early 
records  of  the  New  Haven  colonies  show.  The 
family  name  passed  through  many  changes,  be- 
ing variously  written  as  Blakeslev,  Blachley, 
Blackslev  and  Blakeslccs.  In  the  Hon.  Ralph  D. 
Smith's  History  of  Guilford,  the  name  of  Samuel 
Blachley  appears  as  the  ancestor  of  the  Blakes- 
lces  that  located  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut.  The 
members  of  the  New  Haven  branch  of  the  family 
followed  mercantile  pursuits,  while  those  who 
settled  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  were  farmers. 

Samuel  Blachley  was  married,  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  in  1650.  to  Hannah  Totter,  daugh- 
ter of  John  anil  Elizabeth  Potter ;  he  died  in  1672, 
leaving  to  his  four  children  his  estate,  which  in- 
cluded a  shop.  km. Is  and  other  personal  property. 

Nmiuel  Blakeley.  his  son,  born  April  8.  1602. 
married  Sarah  Kimberly,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Kimherly,  November  20.  1(184.  and  lived  in  West 
Havi-n.  Connecticut,  until  l<>93.  when  he  went  to 
Wo.  •dbury.  Connecticut,  remaining  there  until 
about  1705,  when  he  again  returned  to  West 
Haven  and  died  there  in  1732.  aged  seventy  years, 
lie  owned  considerable  land  in  Woodbury,  a  por- 
tion of  which  he  deeded  to  his  son  Samuel  for  a 


homestead.  Tillcy  Blakeley  was  nominated  in  his 
w  ill  as  sole  executor. 

Tilley  Blakeley,  youngest  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  Blakeley.  was  born  in  New  Haven,  March 
18,  1705.  and  married  Mary  Brow  n,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  and  Eleanor  Brown,  of  New  Haven, 
February  27,  1728.  He  settled  his  father's  estate 
in  New  Haven,  anil  sold  the  greater  part  of  his 
own  property,  with  the  intention  of  changing  his 
residence.  He  had  nine  children :  Mary,  Tilley 
and  Jonathan,  born  in  New  Haven,  and  Justus, 
Sarah.  Dan,  Eleanor,  Ebenezer  and  David,  born 
in  Woodbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  settled  after 
the  birth  of  the  first  three  children.  Here  he  l»e- 
camc  actively  engaged  in  church  work,  and  on  the 
organization  of  Roxbnrv  parish,  in  1743.  was 
appointed  one  of  the  deacons.  He  died  March  9, 
1769;  his  wife's  death  occurred  February  20, 
1789. 

David  Blakely,  the  youngest  son  of  Tilley  and 
Mary  (  Brown)  Blakely,  was  born  in  Woodbury, 
Connecticut,  in  1750,  and  in  1776  married  Phoebe, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hall,  a  descendant  of  John 
Hall,  who  came  to  America  from  England  in 
1633.  Thomas  Hall  settled  in  Roxbury  parish  in 
1759,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Bennington, 
Vermont.  In  1781,  David  Blakely  established  his 
family  at  Pawlet,  Vermont,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  had  a  high  record  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  noted  for  his  re- 
markable strength  and  endurance ;  his  wife  w  as  a 
most  estimable  woman,  having  great  beauty  of 
mind  and  character.  David  Blakely  died  in  1821, 
and  his  w  ife  died  in  1831.  Their  children  were  as 
follows : 

it)  Esther,  who  never  married.  (2)  Eleanor, 
also  unmarried.  (3I  Phoebe,  born  in  1782.  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Fitch,  and  they  made  their  home 
in  New  Lisbon,  Otsego  county.  New  York ;  they 
had  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Hewitt,  one  of 
the  sons,  was  a  Baptist  clergyman.  (4)  David, 
who  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Sally,  born  in  1787, 
married  William  Broughton  and  located  in 
Gainesville.  Wyoming  county,  New  York ;  at  that 
time  western  New  York  was  an  unexplored  re- 
gion, and  their  goods  w  ere  moved  on  an  ox  sled : 
their  family  consisted  of  seven  daughters,  one  of 
whom.  Sophronia,  was  a  successful  and  well 
known  teacher  in  Batavia,  New  York.  (6) 
David  Blakely   the  sixth  child  of  David  and 
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Phoebe  Biakely,  was  born  in  1789,  and  married 
Ksther  Edgerton.  He  served  as  captain  of  the 
state  militia,  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  legis- 
lature, and  was  prominent  in  town  affairs,  having 
at  various  times  held  different  town  offices;  he 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  church  for 
many  years.  He  died  in  Pawlet,  March  26,  1871. 
His  wife  died  March  14,  1881.  Their  children 
were  (1)  Cytheria,  born  November  10,  1814, 
unmarried;  (2^  Hewitt,  born  November  10,  1816, 
win  1  married  for  his  first  wife  Mary  Harwood, 
and  for  his  second  wife  Nancy  Sargent,  and  who 
was  selectman  of  I'awlet  for  many  years;  (3) 
Martin,  horn  June  14,  1818,  who  married  Philinda 
Branch  and  whose  son,  Martin  J.,  is  a  dry-goods 
merchant  in  Granville,  New  York ;  (4)  Jacob 
K..  born  June  19.  1820,  was  graduated  from  Mid- 
dleburv  College.  Vermont,  in  1 844,  and  subse- 
quently studied  theology,  and  became  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  church  in  Poultney,  Vermont ; 
he  died  in  Pawlet,  May  6.  1854;  (5)  Walton, 
born  August  30,  1822,  married  S.  Angclette  Horr, 
September  2,  185 1 ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature  and  purchased  his  father's  homestead ; 
(6)  Ouincey,  lx>rn  July  26,  1826,  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington, 
Vermont,  and  afterwards  entered  the  Congrega- 
tional ministry;  he  married  Gertrude  Sykes,  and 
they  had  six  children;  (7)  Marshall,  who  mar- 
ried F.  Aiken  and  had  one  son ;  (8)  Maria  A., 
born  August  20,  1828,  who  married  Silas  II. 
Moore,  and  had  one  son;  iq)  Phoebe,  born  Octo- 
ber 10.  1830,  who  married  C  lark  \V.  Norton,  and 
had  four  sons  and  one  daughter ;  ( 10)  Ann  Bora- 
dil.  born  November  11,  1K32,  who  married  John 
Emerv  Horr,  and  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom 
died  early,  the  other.  David  Biakely  Horr,  resides 
in  Boston. 

(7)  Lydia,  the  seventh  child  of  David  and 
Phoebe  (Hal!')  Biakely.  died  in  infancy. 

(8)  Dan,  the  eigtht  child  of  David  and 
Phoebe  (Hal!)  Biakely.  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Ver- 
mont. April  18.  1793.  After  receiving  a  good 
common  sclvwil  education,  he  became  a  farmer, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  of  the 
town.  He  wa>  always  interested  in  the  cause  of 
■education,  and  at  one  time  established  a  private 
school  in  his  own  house  for  the  benefit  of  his  own 
children,  and  of  any  others  who  chose  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  extra  advantages  it  offered.  In 


politics  he  was  a  member  of  the  Whig,  Free-soil 
and  Republican  parties.  He  was  a  Congrega- 
tionalist  and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  church, 
having  been  the  prime  mover  in  the  erection  of 
the  edifice  which  is  still  standing  in  Pawlet. 

In  July.  1818,  he  married  Hannah  Edgcrton, 
who  was  bom  in  Pawlet,  April  18,  1793:  she  was 
descended  from  George  Denison,  who  came  to 
American  from  England  in  1632.  when  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  returned  to  England  after  some 
years  and  entered  the  army  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  Cromwell.  He  uas  wounded  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Xaseby,  which  occurred  in  1645;  he  was 
removed  to  the  house  of  John  Borodil,  whose 
daughter  he  afterward  married  and  brought  to 
America.  Colonel  Denison  lived  in  Stonington, 
Connecticut,  for  many  years,  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  colonial  times, 
both  in  civil  and  military  life.  He  died  in  1094, 
at  Hartford.  Connecticut,  where  he  had  gone  as 
the  first  representative  to  the  general  court,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Congregational  churchyard  of 
that  place.  His  widow  died  in  17 12,  and  was 
buned  in  the  old  Denison  burying  ground  at 
Mystic,  Connecticut.  Their  son  John  married 
and  had  a  son  George,  whose  daughter  Hannah 
was  the  wife  of  John  Hough ;  their  daughter 
Abiah  married  Captain  Simeon  Edgcrton,  of 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  who  fought  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  settled  with  his  family  at 
Pawlet,  Vermont,  where  he  died  in  1809;  his 
widow  died  in  182 1.  Captain  Edgerton  was  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his  time.  One 
of  his  sons,  Jacob,  married  for  his  first  wife  Es- 
ther Reed,  and  for  his  second  wife  Hannah  Shel- 
don, whose  daughter  Hannah  married  Dan 
Biakely.  Hannah  (Edgerton)  Biakely  was  also 
directlv  descended  from  Elder  William  Brewster, 
who  was  born  at  Scrooby,  Nottinghamshire, 
England,  and  who  came  to  America  in  the  May- 
flower in  1^20 ;  he  was  afterwards  a  leading  elder 
in  the  church  at  New  Plymouth,  Massachusetts. 
The  lineage  is  a  follows :  Elder  William  Brew- 
ster (n.  lonathan  Brewster  (2),  Grace  Brewster 
Wetherell  (3).  Mary  Wetherell  Denison  (4), 
Hannah  Denison  Hough  (51.  Abiah  Hough  Ed- 
gerton (f;\.  Jacob  Edgcrton  <"/).  Hannah  Edger- 
ton Biakely  (8i,  Collins  Biakely  (<)).  Joseph 
Wing  Bbkely  (10). 

Dan  Biakely  died  in  1862;  his  wife  died  in 
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1885.  Their  family  consisted  of  the  following 
children : 

(1)  Fayette,  horn  April  16,  1819,  married 
Abbv  Laselle,  and  had  two  children,  who  died 
when  young.  He  was  a  farmer  in  early  life,  but 
later  became  an  active  business  man,  and  was 
elected  to  various  town  offices.  (2)  Ahnira,  born 
February  20,  1821.  married  Curtis  E.  Reed,  and 
had  one  daughter,  who  married  William  C.  Ma- 
son. (3)  Hiland  Hall,  born  October  27,  1825, 
married  Sarah  Norton,  and  had  two  daughters: 
Nellie,  who  married  Charles  Harris ;  and  Ottie, 
who  married  Charles  Dodge.  (4)  Hiram  E., 
bom  January  1,  1826,  died  April  15,  1828.  (5) 
Mary  Hyde,  born  June  9,  1827,  is  unmarried  and 
resitting  on  the  old  homestead.  (6)  Sheldon 
Edgerton,  born  July  29.  1829,  married  Mary  1. 
Mercer.  He  was  graduated  from  Union  College 
in  1859,  then  studied  law  at  the  Albany  Law 
School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1861,  prac- 
ticing for  a  time  in  Troy,  New  York,  hut  later 
removing  to  California. 

(7)  Adoniram  Judson,  seventh  child  of  Dan 
and  Hannah  Blakcly,  born  in  Pawlet,  June  20, 
1834,  graduated  from  Union  College  in  1859. 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  prac- 
ticing with  Hon.  A.  B.  Waldo,  at  Port  Henry. 
New  York,  until  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  he  raised  a  company  for  the  Ninety-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers,  but  disagreed  with  its 
colonel  and  declined  to  enter  service.  He  after- 
ward enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Vermont  Infan- 
try, and  was  first  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  serv- 
ing in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  Stannard's 
brigade.  Doubleday's  division,  and  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  In  1867  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Grinnell.  Iowa,  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pation of  agriculture.  He  is  well  known  among 
political  men.  and  l>elongs  to  the  People's  party. 
He  was  married  April  12,  1S88,  to  Elizabeth  Sul- 
ser,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  has  had  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living,  one  son,  Adoni- 
ram Judson.  Jr..  and  two  daughters. 

(81  Collins  Blakely,  eighth  child  of  Dan  and 
Hannah  Blakely.  was  born  at  Pawlet.  Vermont, 
March  14,  1837.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  also  received  private  instructions  in 
his  own  home.  He  had  further  educational  ad- 
vantages at  the  seminary  in  Manchester,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  graduated  from  Union  College  in 


1861.  He  taught  lor  a  few  years,  then  engaged 
in  a  commercial  enterprise  which  he  abandoned 
later  for  the  drug  business  at  Waterbury,  Ver- 
mont, finally  locating  in  Montpetier,  Vermont, 
where  he  still  continues  the  drug  trade.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation since  its  organization,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  state  board  of  pharmacy,  and  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association;  he  was  sent  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Vermont  Association  to  the  an- 
nua! session  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1900.  He 
w  rote  an  article  relative  to  this  session  which  was 
published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Vermont 
State  Association  in  September,  1900. 

He  was  originally  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  since  the  time  of  Horace  Greeley  has 
been  connected  with  the  Democratic  party.  Al- 
though interested  in  general  affairs,  he  never  acts 
as  a  candidate  tor  political  office.    He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Apollo  Club  of  Montpelier,  and  has 
been  a  Mason  since  1865,  having  been  made  a 
Master  Mason  in  Morning  Flower  Lodge  located 
at  West  Rupert,  but  lately  removed  to  Pawlet, 
Vermont.   He  was  a  member  of  Poultney  Chap- 
ter No.  10,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  until  he  re- 
moved to  Waterbury.  Vermont,  in  i86y.  when  he 
became  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Waterbury 
Chapter  No.  24.  and  later  was  its  high  priest  for 
two  years.   On  his  removal  to  Montpelier  in  1870, 
he  joined  King  Solomon  Chapter  No.  7,  and 
Aurora  Lodge  No.  22.  being  worshipful  master 
of  this  lodge,  and  district  dqiuty  grand  master  of 
the  sixth  district  for  three  years.    He  was  high 
priest  of  King  Solomon  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for 
several  years,  and  has  served  as  principal  so- 
journer tor  a  long  period.     He  was  made  a 
Knight  Templar  in  1874.  in  Mount  Zion  Com- 
mandery  No.  9.  and  acted  as  prelate  for  a  number 
of  years,  also  being  elected  eminent  commander 
and  holding  that  office  for  two  years.    He  is  a 
member  of  Mount  Sinai  Temple  of  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  was  illustrious  potentate  of 
the  order  for  four  years.    He  has  acted  as  high 
priest  and  prophet  of  the  temple,  and  still  serves 
in  that  capacity.    He  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to 
the  imperial  council  during  its  annual  session  at 
Denver.  Colorado,  in  1894. 

He  has  been  twice  married;  his  first  wife 
was  Isabella  Cheney,  whom  he  married  in  1872, 
and  who  died  in  1878.   In  1884  he  married  Flor- 
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•encc  A.  Wing,  and  they  have  one  child,  Joseph 
Wing  Blakelv,  born  December  9,  1885.  and  now 
a  student  nt  the  Montpclier  high  school. 

(9)  Franklin  Blakelv,  Ixjrn  June  2,  1839.  mar- 
rietl  Adelaide  V.  Cook,  and  settled  on  the  home- 
stead. In  about  the  year  1870  he  converted  the 
old  original  dwelling  house,  with  some  additions, 
into  a  cheese  factory,  and  from  that  time  has  con- 
ducted a  targe  and  flourishing  business  in  that 
line  in  connection  with  his  farming.  He  has  had 
two  children,  both  of  whom  are  dead,  one  dying 
in  infancy. 

JOHN  ABNER  MEAD,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  Abncr  Mead,  of  Rutland,  during  a 
long  and  active  career  prominent  in  public  life 
and  in  important  commercial  and  financial  affairs, 
is  of  ancient  and  honorable  English  descent,  and 
a  monument  in  Westminster  Abbey  commemor- 
ates the  fame  n,  one  of  his  ancestors,  Richard 
Mead,  who  was  physician  to  (ieorgc  II  and 
Queen  Anne. 

The  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
family  came  from  England  about  1042,  and  from 
him  descended  a  noble  array  of  talented  and  use- 
ful men.  Colonel  Richard  K.  Mead  was  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  (iencral  Washington  from  1777  to 
1783.  was  his  personal  attendant  in  all  his  prin- 
cipal campaigns  and  battles,  and  was  in  command 
at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre.  Of  the  same 
■family  were  the  Right  Rev.  William  Mead.  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  bishop  of  Virginia,  and  Richard 
W.  Mead,  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  and  who  is 
credited  with  being  the  first  importer  of  Merino 
sheep  into  the  Tinted  States. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  John  Abncr 
Mead  was  James  Mead.  Ix>rn  in  (ireenwich,  Con- 
necticut. August  25,  1730.  He  was  the  first  white 
man  to  settle  in  Rutland  township.  Vermont, 
whither  he  came  in  1763.  He  lx>ught  of  Nathan 
Stone,  of  Windsor,  seven  thousand  acres  of  land, 
about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  township,  paying 
$333.33  in  horses.  On  the  same  day  he  sold  three 
thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  the  land  to  Charles 
Button,  of  Clarendon.  Mm  Mead  built  a  log 
house  about  halt"  a  mile  west  of  Center  Rutland, 
near  the  bank  of  Tintnoiith  river,  the  first  house 
built  in  the  township  of  Rutland.  During  the 
winter  he  returned  fur  his  family,  consisting  of  a 


wife  (Mercy  Holmes),  eleven  children  and  a  son- 
in-law.  returning  with  them  in  March  of  the  fol- 
lowing spring.  Owing  to  a  |xx>rly  selected  lo- 
cation, the  log  house  proved  untenable,  and  the 
family  were  forced  to  lake  shelter  in  the  wigwam 
of  a  friendly  Indian.  In  the  light  of  subsequent 
events,  the  selection  of  land  reserved  for  himself 
pnned  extremely  wise,  and  James  Mead  became 
the  most  important  man  of  his  day.  He  was  the 
moderator  of  the  first  town  meeting,  the  first  se- 
lectman of  the  town,  the  first  representative  from 
Rutland  to  the  first  legislature,  and  w  as  the  father 
of  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  valley.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  Congregationalists  in  his  region, 
and  he  organized  the  first  church  there  of  that  de- 
nomination. 

James  Mead  was  among  the  most  active  of  the 
Vermont  patriots  of  his  day.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Dorset  Convention  of  Scptemlx;r  25,  1776, 
and  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Windsor 
convention  in  June.  1777,  to  arrange  with  the 
commander  of  Fort  Ticonderoga  for  the  frontier 
defence.  He  was  also  colonel  of  the  Third  Regi- 
ment of  Vermont  Militia,  and  the  Vermont  pay- 
rolls contain  the  record  of  a  payment  to  Colonel 
James  Mead's  militia  for  their  tours  to  Ticon- 
deroga in  1777.  The  state  records  for  the  same 
year  show  that  "Colonel  Mead's  regiment  ren- 
dered efficient  service  in  scouting  after  Tories  at 
sundry  times,  and  also  in  guarding  such  as  were 
takcti.  supposed  to  be  enemies."  etc.  In  1779 
Colonel  Mead  was  engaged  in  guarding  the  fron- 
tiers, showing  that  not  only  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, but  also  in  dealing  with  a  wily  foe  in  ambush, 
he  was  a  living  illustration  of  the  watchword  of 
his  ancestors,  "Semper  Paratus." 

Colonel  Mead  died  in  1804,  and  his  widow  re- 
mained faithful  to  his  memory  until  her  death. 
May  1,  182^.  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  The  remains  of  the  pair,  husband  and 
w  ife.  now  rest  in  Evergreen  cemetery,  in  the  fam- 
ily plot  of  Dr.  John  A.  Mead,  whither  they  were 
removed  from  the  old  Congregational  burying 
ground  in  West  Rutland. 

Abner,  son  of  James  Mead,  married  Amelia, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Benajah  Roots.  Mr.  Roots 
was  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College,  and  was 
the  first  settled  pastor  over  the  Congregational 
church,  organized  in  1773,  and  the  only  settled 
minister  of  the  denomination  in  the  entire  region 
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between  Massachusetts  and  Canada  and  the  Hud- 
son and  Connecticut  rivers.  At  his  home  oc- 
curred the  death  of  the  Rev.  William  Emerson, 
of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  who  was  a  chaplain 
in  the  continental  army  under  General  Gates,  and 
wa<  the  grandfather  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 

Roswell  Rowley  Mead,  son  of  Abner  Mead, 
was  born  in  West  Rutland,  in  a  hotel  conducted 
by  his  father.  He  followed  mercantile  pursuits 
from  185c  until  his  death,  in  January,  1875.  ^e 
married  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  Eli  Gorham,  of 
Rutland,  Vermont,  October  29,  1839,  and  their 
only  child  was  John  Ahncr  Mead. 

On  the  maternal  side  John  Abner  Mead  in- 
herited some  of  the  "bluest  blood"  in  this  country, 
and  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  to  four  of  the 
original  Mayflower  colony.  One  of  these  ances- 
tors was  the  Mayflower  pilgrim  John  I  lowland, 
of  whom  history  tells  us  that  "in  the  face  of  savage 
foe,  or  savage  beast,  or  peril  by  land  or  sea,  was 
never  known  less  than  the  foremost."  When  an 
expedition  was  planned  for  exploring  a  place  for 
the  colony  to  locate,  John  Howland  asked  eagerly 
to  be  one  of  the  ten  chosen  for  this  purpose.  "A 
strong  arm,  a  stout  heart  and  a  ready  wit,"  replied 
Governor  Carver,  looking  at  him  kindly,  '  and 
gladly  do  I  number  thee  of  the  company."  As 
this  little  band  approached  the  shore  of  Plymouth, 
"Sec'  there  arc  cleared  fields  and  a  river  full  of 
fish  and  all  things  ready  to  our  hand,"  cried  How- 
land  excitedly.  "Bring  her  up  to  the  beach  then, 
and  we  will  land  and  explore,"  replied  Carver, 
smiling  at  the  young  man's  enthusiasm.  "There 
is  a  rock  a  few  rods  ahead,  set  ready  for  a  step- 
ping stone."  announced  Howland,  standing  in  the 
bows,  and  in  a  moment  the  bows  of  the  shallop 
caressingly  touched  the  cheek  of  that  great  gray 
Rock,  itself  a  pilgrim,  as  has  been  well  said,  from 
some  far  northern  shore,  brought  by  the  vast 
forces  of  Nature,  and  laid  to  wait  in  grand  pa- 
tience, until  the  ages  should  bring  it  a  name,  a 
use.  and  a  Nation's  love  ami  honor.  "Jump  then, 
lad !"  t  ried  one  of  their  numlier  and  Howland, 
leaping  lightly  from  the  boat  to  the  rock,  cried  in 
his  blithe  voice,  "I  seize  this  mainland  for  King 
James."  Thus  he  was  the  first  of  the  Mayflower 
pilgrims  who  stepped  on  Plymouth  Rock,  when, 
later  on.  the  signers  of  the  original  compact  on 
board  the  Mayflower  gathered  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  tht_  colony,  seated  beside  the  Governor 


was  John  Howland,  his  secretary  and  right  hand 
nun,  ready  to  take  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  and  open  the  town  records  of  Plym- 
outh, consequently  he  was  the  first  town  clerk  of 
Plymouth. 

On  Lammas  Day  (August  1),  1622.  John 
Howland  married  Elizabeth  Tilley,  also  of  the 
Mayflower  company.  At  the  same  time  and  place, 
John  Alden  was  married  to  "Priscilla."  Governor 
Bradford  to  Alice  Southworth,  and  John  Winslow 
to  Mary  Chilton,  a  bevy  of  four  fair  brides.  They 
stood  under  a  canopy  upon  the  village  green  for 
the  ceremony,  and  one  can  imagine  it  was  a  gala 
day  for  good  old  Plymouth.  Upon  a  little  table 
beside  Elder  Brewster  was  laid  the  colony's"  first 
record  book,  brought  by  the  Anne,  and  now  to  be 
used  for  the  first  time  for  the  inscription  of  these 
marriages,  all  previous  records  having  been  kept 
in  the  Governor's  note  book,  and  alas!  lost  to  pos- 
terity. Desire,  daughter  of  John  Howland.  mar- 
ried Captain  John  Gorham,  who  was  killed  in  one 
of  the  Indian  wars  with  King  Phillip.  The  Gor- 
ham family  belonged  to  the  nobility,  as  their  gen- 
ealogical tree  bears  evidence,  and  pictures  of  the 
baronial  castle  occupied  by  the  family  in  France. 
This  Chateau  de  Gorham  is  located  in  northern 
France,  province  of  Maine,  twelve  miles  from  the 
city  of  Mayenne.  and  was  built  about  the  year 
1  too.  Here,  it  is  said  by  excellent  authority, 
Henry  II  of  England,  found  a  retreat  from  the 
world  after  his  murder  of  the  learned  Archibishop 
of  Canterbury,  Thomas  a  Becket.  Dr.  Mead  is 
able  to  trace  die  line  away  lack  to  the  time  when 
William  the  Conqueror  made  his  excursion  to 
France  in  1051  down  to  his  mother  Lydia.  the 
daughter  of  Eli  Gorham.  of  Rutland. 

John  Abner  Mead  was  born  in  Fairhavcn, 
Vermont.  April  20,  1841.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  West  Rutland,  pre- 
pared for  college  in  the  old  Franklin  Academy 
at  Malonc,  New  York,  and  during  his  two  \  ears' 
course  boarded  with  an  uncle,  performing  labor 
upon  the  place  in  payment  of  his  board.  In  the 
last  of  these  years  he  earned  sufficient  by  teach- 
ing siIkxiI  to  defray  all  his  expenses.  He  en- 
tered Middh  bury  College  in  i860.  The  next  year 
began  the  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  the 
national  I'nion  against  the  bitter  and  determined 
attacks  of  the  pro-slavery  secessionists.  Mr. 
Mead  stood  high  in  his  class,  but.  patriotically  rc- 
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sponsivc  to  the  call  of  the  great  war  president,  he 
and  twenty-five  of  his  classmates  joined  various 
Union  regiments,  he  enlisting  in  Company  K, 
Twelfth  Vermont  Volunteer  Regiment,  which  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  tor  a  pe- 
riod of  nine  months.  It  was  soon  called  tt|>on  to 
participate  in  several  skirmishes,  and  was  held  in 
reserve  at  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville. 
At  Gettysburg  it  formed  a  part  of  the  corps  of 
General  Reynolds,  and  performed  a  thirty-mile 
night  march  to  Westminster,  immediately  aft- 
er the  battle.  After  serving  for  nearly  a 
year,  his  regiment  was  mustered  out.  in 
the  latter  part  of  July,  1863.  Mr.  Mead 
then  returned  to  college,  and,  although  he 
had  lost  his  relative  scholastic  standing,  was 
graduated  with  his  old  class— that  of  1804.  Ik- 
then  began  a  course  of  medical  study  under  Pro- 
fessor Perkins,  of  Castlcton,  Vermont,  and  after 
two  year>  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surg«K>ns,  New  York  city,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  i8<>8.  and  was  at  once  app< tinted 
house  physician  in  the  Kings  County  Hospital. 
Two  years  later  he  returned  to  Rutland,  where  he 
engaged  in  a  practice  which  he  continued  with 
marked  success,  building  up  a  practice  as  exten- 
sive as  that  of  any  physician  in  the  state.  Some 
of  his  achievements  were  extremely  interesting 
from  a  professional  viewpoint.  In  1872,  in  asso- 
ciation with  Dr.  Allen,  he  made  a  postmortem  ex- 
amination which  established  the  physical  identity 
of  a  Mrs.  Fries,  who  had  been  murdered,  and  her 
body  subjected  to  the  tlames  and  partially  de- 
stroyed. As  a  consequence,  the  man  accused  of 
the  crime  was  convicted.  The  entire  case,  includ- 
ing its  medical  aspects,  attracted  much  attention 
at  the  time.  In  1888  he  relinquished  his  medical 
practice  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to 
his  business  interests,  which  had  become  itn]>ort- 
ant  and  exacting.  Meantime  he  had  received  sig- 
nal recognition  of  his  high  professional  abilities. 
He  was  appointed  medical  director  of  the  Ver- 
mont state  encampment.  He  had  served  as  sur- 
geon general  of  the  state  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, in  1890,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral, on  the  staff  of  Governor  Proctor  (former 
secretary  of  war.  now  United  States  senator), 
as  medical  superintendent  of  the  house  of  correc- 
tion, as  a  member  of  the  board  of  pension  ex- 
aminers for  eight  years,  and  he  had  been  tendered 


a  chair  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont.  He  is  also  a  trustee  in  Middlc- 
burv  College,  his  alma  mater. 

It  is,  however,  for  his  great  and  useful  activ- 
ity i:i  commercial  and  financial  Hues  that  <  ieiicral 
Mead  is  most  widely  known.  In  1S81  he  aided 
in  the  organization  of  the  Vermont  Association, 
which  has  become  one  of  the  largest  institutions 
of  its  class  in  the  United  Stato,  and  was  chosen 
medical  examiner  and  director.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  State  Trust 
Company,  and  was  elected  vice  president,  and, 
at  a  later  dav.  president.  In  18S8  he  reorganized 
the  Howe  Scale  Company,  of  which  he  became 
president,  and  the  phenomenal  success  of  that 
corporation  is  attributable  in  large  degree  to  his 
energetic  and  sagacious  management.  He  has 
also  been  connected  with  various  other  large  cor- 
onations: the  old  National  Bank  of  Rutland,  as 
director  and  cashier;  the  Rutland  Railroad,  as 
treasurer;  the  Addison  Railroad,  as  treasurer 
and  director;  the  Clement  National  Bank,  as  di- 
rector; the  Stale  Trust  Company,  as  president; 
the  Baxter  National  Bank,  as  vice  president  and 
director;  the  New  Kngland  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, as  president;  and  the  John  A.  Mead  Manu- 
facturing Company,  as  president.  The  latter 
named  corjw>ration  is  one  of  the  most  important 
of  all.  Follow  ing  the  war  w  ith  Spain,  it  afforded 
to  the  national  government  service  of  conspicuous 
usefulness. 

During  that  brief  struggle  experience  demon- 
strated the  necessity  for  larger  coal  supply  stations 
for  naval  use.  and  in  i<)ot  the  bureau  of  equip- 
ment of  the  United  States  navy  invited  bids  for  a 
coaling  station  at  Frenchman's  Bay,  on  the  coast 
of  Maine.  None  of  the  designs  submitted  covered 
the  requirements.  Bids  were  then  asked  for  on 
the  competitive  plan  to  incorporate  the  bidders' 
ideas,  with  the  result  that  the  plans  preparer!  by 
the  John  A.  Mead  Manufacturing  Company,  in 
connection  with  the  general  contractor's,  were 
found  to  be  the  best,  and  the  contract  was 
awarded  accordingly.  This  plant  consists  of  a 
main  pier  with  two  movable  unloading  towers, 
an  approach  pier,  and  a  storage  building.  The 
main  pier  is  tour  hundred  feet  long;  the  approach 
pier  three  hundred  and  five  feet  long,  and  the 
building,  which  holds  ten  thousand  tons,  has  a 
length  of  three  hundred  and  eiyhn  feet.  There 
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Ihn  tt*vt»  iftCttN"  'X  ***d  nothing  M  ail- 
s  .n.V'""  W  •.'.-<ar.ee.  but  has  bu:lt  ud  :  r- 
I       Alto)  -a  "c  Sti  nattve  abui-v  and  5  r:e 

\  KvlH-:-.vai  in  p.  litre*.  Dr.  M-ad  ha*  ever 
Km.  ill  f-'-.-V'.f  .u  fact,  r  :n  p':l>:i<-  affairs.  In 
i Si.  •  Ik-  *a«  elected  to  the  state  v-natc  by  a  large 
iiMhnuv,  .t-.l  '*<  »ervc(l  arn-n  variou,  important 
v.mnnM'NV>  m  that  W^'.y.  lie  wM  active  in  sr- 
oh'hi-  a  |MM  d'irUT  tV.r  Rutland,  and  was  tltf 
|u  .i  mat**  elected  thcmni-l.  r.  In  he  was 
.,,.,,.,i.tv.l  In  tkWHW  Fuller  a  r,.nmiis>i..n,  r  to 
it.,-  \\  ,oKi  <  G'HnxtMan  ExfUnM'vm  in  Chirajtn, 
-IK|  .it  iS.,;  Oovirnor  WowflWr>'  Uppf^ntH  Wm  a 
MKlWtiiHMiHK-r  t.i  the  Mexican  Nai...t.al  Kxpmi- 
|l.4l  ..I  ImllMrfe*  an-1  Fine  Arts.   He  is  a  nieinlu  r 


t         --r«t   Tum^reijationai  church  of  Rutland. 

as  «n  :cr  nany  years  chairman  of  its  ex- 
--•cn""*"  ■juiiuiiLee.  and  is  vice  president  of  thir 
-"_ni.  s^nDBsi  'riufa  of  Western  Vermont.  He  L» 
.  rag—  nember  n  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
.vcmoiic.  ami  vas  a  -tai'f  officer  tor  General  Alger 
am  "reDcni  '."<azer  when  they  were  commander* 
1  mcr  :  ~c  trner. 

Zt.  vas  mametl  October  30.  1872,  to 

.  i*  iirr  i..  iaui^hter  id  Hon.  William  North- 
a?  n»i  !  it"  I.  •  Blisin  Sherman.  The  Sher- 
-an  Tim.  vas  >ne  >f  distinction  in  England. 
T  l?fU  S*rman  was  one  of  the  executors  of 
•:  \  '.  :  -.rn  "^aniev.  Earl  of  Derby,  under  an 
"M;  maa«  cscetttetl  May  23,  1521.  William 
■^  t' — an  —-.-rnased  Knightston  in  the  time  of 

•  • —      ' ! . .  u:<  i  1  -nouumcnt  to  his  memory  was 

•  5  5*.  lar*  ij>ttery.  in  1542.  Of  the 
-;-  c   XT"''-    »:th  Nathaniel  Sherman,  father  of 

\     x—  \.  Sierman.  were  the  Civil  war  hero, 
\   !:am  T   Sherman,  and  his  brother, 
Sherman,  ihe  distingtiished  senatur 
.  Btoi  irterward-  -ecrctary  of  state  un- 
^IcKiniev.    From  the  same  ances- 

•  S«san«r  H«>ar.  of  Massachusetts,  prob- 
:te  rs  >t  her'uc  rii^ire  of  to-day  in  the  na- 

-u  !    1  ej^>bti<Mi .  Hon.  William  M.  Ev- 
u*s   rre  acvTii«ii»hed   lawyer  and  statesman; 

•  r  '."saTOCf  -ie^iew.  and  many  others  prnm- 
••v'lt  n  ,it*,»SC  .irfair*. 

•■  \  'r'um  Shennan  was  born  Fehru- 
>*'«..  n  N-  rh  Kingston.  Rhode  Island, 
•t    vvi;  :e  .  cate-l  in  Wttobodnst,  Connecticut, 
an.'  s:ii"sg;innH  \  rentoivcU  to  Greenwich.  Rh<»le 
[*Iar>l.    V:.e  wa*  a  man  of  high  character  and 

-1  encv.     He  built  the  Marlborough 

*irrt  chapel,  ♦UT'^Ttc'l  it  during  his  life,  and  he 
a!-"1  •  rcar. -.ted  the  largest  Sumby-schoid  in  the- 
"•i*c.  t"*:!  he  rtarned  Mar>-  M.  Bliss,  a  high- 
ly educated  Lv'.v.  < laughter  of  [dabnd  md  Rp- 
W.-a  (H'  ibronk^  of  Brimfield.  Massa- 

chusetts. To  them  was  born  a  daughter. 
Mar.-.  %hn  l>ccame  the  wife  of  Dr.  John 
A.  Mrad.  at  whose  home  in  Rutland.  Vcr- 
m^^it.  they  passed  much  of  their  time.  It 
was  on  one  of  their  visits  that  Mr.  Sher- 
man die.I.  March  2.  1882.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
entv-threc  years.  He  had  long  suffered  from 
a  complication  of  ailments  incident  to  age.  and 
found  himself  unable  to  return  home,  and  passed 
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away  after  a  severely  painful  illness.  His  widow 
subsequently  presented  to  the  village  of  Green- 
wich a  hue  town  clock  as  a  memorial  of  her 
husband  and  a  book  of  his  life  has  been  pub- 
lished. 

Thomas  Bliss,  who  was  bom  October  26, 
17.42,  was  one  of  the  ancestors  of  Mrs.  John  A. 
Mead.  He  was  sergeant  in  Captain  Chapin's 
company.  Colonel  W  oodbridge's  regiment,  in 
Gate's  Continental  northern  army,  in  1777.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Bliss,  who  was 
compelled  to  leave  England  on  account  of  re- 
ligious persecutions,  and  embarked  with  his  fam- 
ily at  Plymouth,  for  the  wilderness  of  America, 
in  1635,  and  whose  father  was  Thomas  Bliss,  a 
wealthy  landowner  and  a  staunch  Puritan  of  De- 
vonshire, England.  1*>rn  in  1550. 

Judge  John  Ilolbrook  (great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Mead),  of  Abington  Connecticut,  fed  the 
patriot  troops  while  they  were  on  their  way  to 
Boston  to  engage  in  the  bailie  of  Bunker  Hill. 
The  elm  tree  under  the  shade  of  which  the  citi- 
zen soldiers  ate  their  food,  became  historic,  and 
still  guards  the  old  Holbrook  mansion  as  it  did 
more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

Mrs.  John  A.  Mead  is  a  member  of  the 
Colonial  Dames,  through  her  lineal  descent  from 
Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  who  was  a  commissioner 
■of  lK>undaries.  state  recorder,  member  of  as- 
sembly many  terms  and  a  noted  man  of  affairs 
in  the  colonial  period  of  Rhode  Island.  I'pon 
her  mother's  side  Mrs.  Mead  Inlongs  to  the 
Choate  familv,  and  has  in  her  possession  an  im- 
mense pewter  platter  (the  silver  of  olden  times) 
w'th  the  coat  of  arms  and  "R.  C."  (Rebecca 
Choate  )  engraven  thereon.  Hon.  Rufus  Choate. 
the  distinguished  jurist,  and  Hon.  Joseph  H. 
f  hoate.  the  present  American  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  St.  James,  are  relatives.  Mrs.  Mead 
says,  ''I  am  sure  we  are  not  proud  to  Ik-  the 
descendants  of  Henry  VIII,  but  such  we  know 
is  a  fact."  Mrs.  Mead  was  president  of  the  auxil- 
iary to  the  Rutland  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociatton  for  seven  years,  is  ex-president  of  the 
Progressive  Shakespeare  Club,  is  a  member  of 
The  Fortnightly,  n  church  organization,  and  has 
written  many  papers  for  it  and  served  on  its  com- 
mittees. She  is  treasurer  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  As- 
sociation of  the  Rutland  City  Hospital,  and  is 
aKo  a  member  of  the  Oread  Association,  com- 


posed of  the  alumni  of  the  Oread  Collegiate  In- 
stitute, located  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mead  arc  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Mary  Sherman,  born  October 
12,  1878,  in  Rutland,  Vermont.  She  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Ogontz  school  for  young  ladies,  near 
Philadelphia,  and  at  Miss  Anne  Brown's  school 
on  Fifth  avenue,  New  York  city.  She  has  been 
for  several  years  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Progressive  Shakespeare  Club,  and  chairman  of 
the  membership  committee  of  the  auxiliary  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fortnightly  Club.  She  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Mercy  Holmes  Mead 
Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  Children  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  its  name  is  that  of  her 
ancestress.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ann 
Story  Chapter,  Daughters  of  American  Revolu- 
tion. She  was  married,  June  25,  1902,  to  Carl 
Bingham  Hinsman,  vice  president  of  the  Howe 
Scale  Company,  and  director  in  the  Borden  & 
Set  leek  Company,  Chicago.  Mr.  Hinsman  rep- 
resented ward  nine  of  the  city  of  Rutland  as 
alderman  on  the  municipal  board  in  19x51  and 
if/12,  the  latter  year  being  unanimously  elected 
president  by  the  conned. 

EDGAR  ALONZO  CUMMINGS. 

Edgar  Alonzo  Cummings  is  a  descendant  of 
the  well  known  and  honored  Cummings  family, 
who  claim  to  lie  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Xew  England,  and  the  ancestral  history  .appears 
in  part  in  the  sketch  of  A.  O.  Cummins,  which 
appears  in  this  work. 

Isaac  Cummings  (1),  the  progenitor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family,  was  prol»ably 
born  in  England  in  loot,  and  after  emigrating 
to  this  country  settled  in  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  died  in  T077.  His  children  were  John, 
born  in  1030.  Isaac,  Jr..  Elizabeth  and  Ann  Cum- 
mings. 

Isaac  Cummings,  Jr.  (2),  son  of  Isaac  Cum- 
mings w  as  born  in  1633.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage. November  27,  M>S9.  to  Miss  Mary  An- 
drews, and  ten  children  were  born  to  them  ;  the 
three  c'dest  died  in  infancy,  and  the  names  of  the 
otlnis  are:  Naac,  born  Septcinlicr  15.  1664; 
lohn.  born  June  7,  1660:  Thomas,  l>orn  June  27, 
1070:  Mary,  born  February  16.  1671;  Rcliecca, 
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born  April  t.  1674;  Abigail ;  Steven,  born  Febru- 
ary 27,  1680,  and  was  massacred  by  the  Indians 
in  July,  1706. 

John  Cummings  (3),  son  of  Isaac  Cummings, 
Jr..  was  bom  in  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  and 
married  Miss  Susannah  Towne,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Towne.  His  death  occurred  between  May 
8  and  July  16,  1722. 

Joseph  Cummings  (4),  son  of  John  Cum- 
mings, was  born  in  Topsfield,  Massachusetts, 
January  26,  1689.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
May  22.  1712.  to  Miss  Abigail  Estee,  and  her 
death  occurred  January  10,  1730.  She  left  these 
children  surviving:  Joseph,  born  July  27,  1713; 
Jacob,  born  May  12.  1717;  Abigail,  born  Decem- 
ber 16.  1721;  Daniel,  born  December  4,  1724; 
and  Moses,  horn  October  9.  1726.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  December  24,  1729. 

Jacob  Cummings  (  5),  son  of  Joseph  and  Abi- 
gail (Estec)  Cummings.  was  born  at  Topsfield, 
Massachusetts,  May  12.  1717.  After  completing 
his  studies  in  the  district  school  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  and  followed  that  occupation 
for  many  years.  He  removed  to  Sutton.  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  was  married  January  21,  1740, 
to  Miss  Mary  Marble,  who  bore  him  five  sons 
and  six  daughters.  All  the  sons  of  this  family 
were  very  patriotic  and  served  their  country 
faithfully  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Daniel  Cummings  (6  ),  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Marble)  Cummings,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Massa- 
chusetts. April  17.  1743.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  for  many  years 
in  his  native  town,  and  later  he  located  in  Auburn, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  still  continued  in  the 
same  line  of  trade.  On  May  16,  1765.  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Rachel  Ilavden,  who  possessed  more 
tha-i  the  usual  intelligence  and  force  of  character. 

F.lisha  Cummings  (7),  son  of  Daniel  and  Ra- 
chel (Haydcnl  Cummings.  was  born  in  Ward, 
now  known  as  Auburn.  Massachusetts.  January 
22.  176S.  In  ijifO  or  1791  he  located  in  Mont- 
polier.  Vermont,  and  on  March  29  of  the  latter 
year  his  name  appears  on  the  records  as  among 
the  voters  who  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
town.  He  erected  a  log  house  upon  one  half  of  a 
lot  of  ground  near  that  of  his  brother  John,  and 
after  ctearing  the  land  he  cultivated  it  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  lnvatue  vcrv  productive.  He  re- 
turned to  his  native  state,  and  on  February  3. 
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1796.  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel 
Eddy.  They  immediately  set  out  for  their  home 
in  the  wilderness  of  Vermont,  and  their  house- 
hold effects,  including  a  spinning  wheel,  were 
transported  in  an  ox  cart.  Here  they  remained 
for  the  balance  of  their  lives,  reared  their  chil- 
dren and  gave  them  an  excellent  practical  educa- 
tion. In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Cummings 
was  an  ardent  Democrat,  took  an  active  interest 
in  all  public  matters,  and  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  selectman.  He  died  November  21,  i860,  at 
the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  November  12,  1852. 

Elisha  and  Rachel  Cummings  had  six  wins 
and  three  daughters.  Joel,  Oren.  Avery.  Amasa, 
Lucius  and  Lutnan.  twins,  Sophia,  Almira  and 
I  orirrda.  The  members  of  this  large  family  nec- 
essarily entered  upon  life  with  limited  means,  but, 
with  fine  physical  powers  and  a  strong  applica- 
tion of  wise  judgment,  they  by  industry  and  per- 
severance accumulated  for  themselves  a  compe- 
tence for  their  enjoyment  in  old  age.  AH  the 
children  have  passed  away  with  the  exception  of 
Lorinda,  who  attained  the  age  of  ninety-three 
vears  on  January  11,  1903.  Luman  and  Lucius, 
the  latter  the  father  of  Edgar  Alonzo  Cummings, 
so  closely  resembled  each  other  when  children  to- 
gether at  school,  that,  being  dressed  alike,  the 
neighbors  were  unable  to  distinguish  them  apart. 
They  retained  the  same  strong  affection  for  each 
other  when  they  had  reached  manhood,  and  this 
was  th"  more  marked  became  they  were  so  often 
together  when  away  from  home.  Luman  never 
martied.  He  and  his  brother  Lucius  were  ac- 
knowledged mathematicians,  and  many  were  the 
difficult  and  knotty  problems  sent  to  them  from 
different  parts  of  the  United  States  for  solution, 
and  they  never  gave  one  up  until  they  had  solved 
and  proved  it.  notwithstanding  that  such  prob- 
lems might  call  for  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic, 
algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry  and  higher 
branches,  in  which  studies  they  were  thoroughly 
qualified.  Another  of  the  brothers,  Joel,  was  also 
a  talented  mathematician,  and  he  had  a  son  Lcan- 
der  who  taught  school  in  California  for  many 
years,  but  who  is  now  deceased. 

Lucius  Cummings  (8).  son  of  Elisha  and 
Rachel  (Kddv)  Cummings,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead.  March  10,  1812.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  sclvols  of  Montpelier. 
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Vermont,  and  as  tic  was  reared  upon  a  farm  his 
thoughts  naturally  turned  to  that  occupation. 
He  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  1844, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm,  and  his  time  and  at- 
tention were  devoted  to  the  production  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  produce  and  the  breeding  of  fine  cat- 
tle. He  had  one  of  the  finest  maple  orchards  in 
that  part  of  the  state,  from  which  he  produced 
the  highest  grade  of  maple  sugar,  and  always 
found  a  ready  market  for  it.  Although  Mr.  Cum- 
mings'  time  was  mostly  taken  up  with  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  he  devoted  some  part  of  it  to  read- 
ing good  literature,  and  was  known  as  a  well  edu- 
cated man.  He  was  a  firm  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and.  although  he 
never  sought  public  office,  but  rather  declined 
accepting  it.  he  was  elected  to  serve  as  lister,  and 
served  in  the  capacity  of  school  district  clerk  and 
treasurer  for  forty  years,  always  taking  a  keen 
and  active  interest  in  educational  matters.  In 
his  religious  sentiments  he  was  liberal :  he  was  an 
attendant  at  the  services  of  the  Unitarian  church. 
He  was  very  charitably  inclined,  assisted  in  build- 
ing churches,  and  endowed  a  fund  the  interest  of 
which  is  to  be  used  for  worthy  charitable  pur- 
poses. He  was  a  faithful  citizen,  a  loving  hus- 
band, a  kind  father  and  a  true  friend. 

On  Juno  17,  1846,  Mr.  Cummings  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucina  Ellis,  who  was  born 
January  29,  1821,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Susanna  (Guernsey)  Ellis,  of  East  Montpelicr, 
Vermont.  Three  sons  have  been  born  to  them, 
namelv :  Luman  L.,  born  April  30,  1847,  died 
April  6.  1S70;  Walter  S.,  born  December  28, 
1848.  died  May  7,  1867:  and  Edgar  A.,  born 
February  6,  1853.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  January  29,  1891.  survived  by  his  widow, 
who  resides  on  the  farm  to  which  her  husband 
brought  her  ou  their  wedding  dav. 

Edgar  A.  Cummings  (g).onlv  surviving  child 
of  Lucius  and  l  ucina  (Ellis*  Cummings,  was 
bom  February  6,  1853,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides  with  his  mother,  in  the  town  nf  East 
Montpelicr,  Vermont.  1 1  is  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  school,  and  later  he  was  a 
student  in  the  seminary  at  Montpelicr.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  ably  assisted  his  father 
with  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  alter  the  death  of 
the  l?ttcr  he  assumed  entire  control  of  the  home- 
stead,  and  he  has  met  with  that  success  that  in- 


variably accompanies  intelligent  application,  per- 
severance and  earnest  endeavor;  his  land  is  con- 
sidered among  the  best,  and  he  has  upon  it  the 
l>est  set  of  farm  buildings  in  the  town,  all  having 
been  erected  by  Lucius  Cummings. 

As  an  advocate  of  the  Republican  party  Mr. 
Cummings,  although  never  seeking  public  office, 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  political  matters  that 
are  advanced  by  his  party  for  the  welfare  and  bet- 
terment of  the  town.  lie  takes  a  special  interest 
in  educational  affairs  and  has  served  as  school 
officer  for  several  years. 

CHESTER  S.  PHILLIPS. 

Chester  S.  Phillips,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  business  men  of  Glover.  Vermont, 
was  born  in  that  town,  April  1,  1854.  His  edu- 
cational traiuing  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  village,  and  subsequently  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  he  attained  his  twenty- 
third  year,  when  he  removed  to  Corinth.  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  entered  the  gunshop  of  Mr. 
Hilliard  to  learn  the  trade  of  gunsmith.  While 
thus  engaged  he  became  interested  in  the  art  of 
taxidermy  by  observing  a  case  of  birds  that  had 
been  prepared  and  mounted  by  a  fellow  workman. 
He  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  and  practice  the 
art.  and  finding  the  work  very  congenial  to  his 
tastes  he  soon  became  an  expert,  and  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  to  this  vocation. 

His  work  shows  the  skill  of  a  master  hand; 
he  does  not  use  pliable  material,  except  in  speci- 
mens of  a  feathered  tribe.  lie  makes  a  wood 
form  in  setting  up  deer,  bear,  dog,  wolf  and  fish, 
which  not  only  gives  a  better  shape  at  first,  but  it 
will  keep  it  ever  after.  In  addition  to  the  mounted 
specimens  he  furnishes  and  makes  mats  or  rugs 
from  the  skins  of  hear,  deer,  wolf  and  sable, 
which  are  so  much  in  demand  at  the  present  time. 
He  also  has  in  stock  a  good  supply  of  guns  and 
hunters'  supplies,  being  well  able  to  furnish  these, 
as  lie  !s  an  experienced  hunter. 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Phillips  was  in  the  habit 
of  taking  a  wagon  load  of  mounted  birds  to  Beth- 
lehem, New  Hampshire,  where  he  always  dis- 
posed of  them  at  good  prices.  At  the  Paris  Ex- 
hibition Mr.  Phillips  had  an  exhibit  of  four  deer 
heads  ?nd  a  half  deer,  and  now  he  receives  from 
abroad  specimens  to  be  mounted,  and  orders  for 
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those  already  mounted  that  he  lias  for  sale.  Some 
of  the  heads  of  deer  that  are  used  for  ornamental 
purposes  are  sold  for  from  fifteen  to  fifty  dollars. 
Mr.  Phillips  has  customers  also  in  many  of  the 
large  cities  of  the  north  and  west,  and,  in  fact, 
from  all  sections  of  the  country. 

FRANK  MILLIARD  BROOKS. 

This  gentleman,  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  St.  Johnsbury,  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  which  was  planted  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  second  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  and  has  given  to  that  commonwealth 
some  of  its  most  able  and  patriotic  citizens. 

Samuel  Towle  Brooks,  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  family  physician  of  many 
people  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  was  loved 
and  respected  by  all  for  his  Christian  manhood 
and  universal  kindness  of  spirit.  He  was  born 
December  28,  1822,  at  Stanstead,  province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  during  a  temjiorary  residence  of 
his  parents  at  that  place.  After  graduating  at 
Dartmouth  College  he  pursued  a  medical  course 
in  McGill  University,  at  Montreal,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  practice  some  fifteen  years  at  Sher- 
brooke,  Canada. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  American  Civil 
war,  he  removed  to  St.  Johnshury,  Vermont, 
which  continued  to  be  the  scene  of  his  labors 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  20.  1895. 
He  was  "the  good  doctor"  to  many,  and  his  kind 
ministrations  and  manly  presence  gave  courage, 
hope  and  recovery  to  many  a  sufferer.  He  was 
active  in  all  affairs  that  made  for  the  advance- 
ment of  society,  mankind  and  his  country,  and 
was  many  years  a  deacon  and  most  useful  mem- 
ber of  the  North  Congregational  church.  The 
foe  of  all  wrong  and  oppression,  he  vigorously- 
supported  the  war  which  had  for  its  object  the 
abolition  of  human  slavery,  and  continued 
thrrugh  his  life  to  advocate  with  voice  and  vote 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

On  June  6,  1855,  Dr.  Brooks  was  married,  at 
St.  lohnsburv,  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Myra  (Clark)  Mills.  Jonas  Mills  was  a  native 
of  Colebrook.  New  Hampshire,  where  his  family 
had  been  prominent  from  the  first  settlement  of 
the  town,  while  his  wife.  Myra  Clark,  was  of  a 
family  distinguished  for  its  sterling  qualities. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living.  The 
eldest  of  these.  Lyman  H.  Brooks,  is  a  resident 
of  Sheridan,  Wyoming.  Laura  is  the  wife  of 
William  C.  Tyler,  of  the  Brooks-Tyler  Dry 
Goods  Company  of  St.  Johnshury.  Arthur  R. 
lives  in  Wilder,  Vermont,  where  he  holds  a 
prominent  position  with  the  International  Paper 
Company.  Alfred  H.,  an  organist,  is  temporarily 
residing  in  St.  Johnsbury.  Helen  is  the  wife  of 
John  M.  Jenckes,  of  Sherbrooke,  Quebec,  Canada. 
Jonas  II.,  the  youngest,  is  a  director  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Brooks-Tyler  Dry  Goods  Company. 

Frank  H.  Brooks  was  born  November  24, 
1868,  in  St.  Johnsbury,  which  place  has  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home,  though  he  now  maintains 
a  winter  residence  at  Brookline,  Massachusetts, 
and  has  been  an  extensive  traveler.  His  educa- 
tion was  supplied  by  local  institutions,  and  he 
graduated  from  the  academy  in  the  class  of  1889. 
Previous  to  this,  however,  he  had  spent  two  years 
in  the  large  store  of  E.  &  T.  Fairbanks  &  Com- 
pany, acquiring  a  knowledge  of  business  affairs, 
and  was  well  equipped  for  participation  in  the 
business  and  social  life  of  the  town.  After  a 
year  spent  in  completing  the  course  of  the  acad- 
emy, he  entered  the  office  of  the  scale  factory  of 
E.  &  T.  Fairbanks  &  Company,  being  first  em- 
ployed as  general  bookkeeper  and  subsequently 
as  paymaster.  His  ready  grasp  of  affairs,  to- 
gether with  his  industry  and  promptitude,  made 
his  advancement  rapid,  and  he  soon  took  a  prom- 
inent position  in  the  community. 

On  January  2Q.  1896,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ellen  H.  Fairbanks,  daughter  of  the  late  Frank- 
lin Fairlianks,  whose  gift  of  the  Fairbanks  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  Science  to  the  town  of  St. 
Johnsbury  will  cause  his  memory  to  be  ever 
gratefully  cherished  by  its  citizens.  Colonel 
Fairbanks  was  a  member  of  the  family  which  has 
done  so  much  to  build  up  St.  Johnsbury.  of 
whom  further  mention  is  made  on  other  pages 
of  this  work.  Mrs.  Brooks  is  a  descendant  of 
worthy  sires,  and  bears  her  part  in  keeping  up 
the  ethics  and  amenities  of  life  about  her,  taking 
a  leading  position  in  St.  Johnsbury  society. 

After  several  months  of  travel  abroad,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brooks  returned  to  St.  Johnsburv. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Brooks  was  instrumental  in  form- 
ing the    Brooks-Tyler   Dry   Goods  Company. 
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which  purchased  the  store  formerly  operated  by 
E.  &  T.  Fairbanks  Company,  and  in  which  he 
received  his  first  lessons  in  mercantile  life.  He 
is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  corporation,  Mr. 
William  C.  Tyler  being  vice  president,  and  Jonas 
H.  Brooks  secretary.  This  is  the  largest  estab- 
lishment of  its  kind  in  easteni  Vermont,  carry- 
ing a  large  stock  of  all  lines  of  dry-goods  and 
house  furnishings.  In  May,  1897,  Mr.  Brooks 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  l>oard  of  directors 
of  the  E.  &  T.  Fairbanks  &  Company,  which 
position  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  a  member  of  the  North  Con- 
gregational church  of  St.  Johnsbury.  being  now 
on  its  business  committee.  He  is  a  director  and 
vice  president  of  Brightlook  Hospital  and  a 
director  of  the  First  National  I'.ank.  succeeding 
the  late  General  W.  \V.  Grout.  He  is  also  a 
trustee  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  Academy  and  ja. 
director  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. A  Republican  in  politics,  he  is  an  inde- 
pendent thinker  and  places  patriotism  above  par- 
tisanship. Studiously  avoiding  any  official  con- 
nection with  civil  life,  he  gives  his  time  and  tal- 
ents to  his  business  and  benevolent  responsibili- 
ties, and  is  considered  a  valuable  and  exemplary 
citizen  by  his  contemporaries. 

COLONEL  ORION  NELSON  ELK1NS. 

1 

The  old  and  honored  family  of  Elkins  was 
closely  identified  with  the  earliest  history  of  Ver- 
mont from  the  old  colonial  days.  A  lineal  ancestor 
of  Colonel  Elkins,  Jonathan  Elkins,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  served  in  King  William's  war,  and 
an  allowance  of  one  pound,  four  shillings  and 
ten  pence  was  allowed  him  by  the  province  of 
New  Hampshire,  July  3,  1697.  His  son,  Jona- 
than Elkins,  was  taken  prisoner  at  his  father's 
house  in  Peacharn,  Vermont,  March  8,  1781,  by 
the  British  and  taken  to  St.  John's,  thence  to 
Quebec,  and  finally  to  Mill  Prison  near  Plymouth, 
England,  remaining  there  until,  by  an  exchange 
of  prisoners,  he  was  sent  back  to  America,  one 
of  a  party  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-two  Americans  who  had  been  held  in  cap- 
tivity. 

Coming  down  fo  a  later  date,  we  find  this 
family  represented  by  Josiah  Elkins,  of  Peacharn, 
Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  who  was  a  well 


known  hunter  and  Indian  trader  of  that  region, 
and  who,  in  company  with  others,  thoroughly 
explored  the  northern  frontier  of  Vermont,  gain- 
ing access  to  the  banks  of  Lake  Memphremagog 
through  a  military  road  made  by  Colonel  Hazen 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  extending 
along  the  base  of  the  Green  Mountains. 

In  1797  he  with  his  family  left  Peacharn  and 
located  in  the  Missisquoi  valley,  then  a  wilder- 
ness, but  now  the  town  of  Potton,  Quebec,  Can- 
ada. Later  he  became  a  resident  of  the  town  of 
Missisquoi,  afterwards  called  Troy,  and,  together 
with  other  sturdy  pioneers  of  those  early  days, 
by  toil  and  hardship,  wrought  out  from  the  un- 
developed resources  of  the  wilderness  a  home 
of  prosperity  and  plenty,  which  is  the  goodly 
heritage  of  his  descendants. 

One  of  his  sons,  Jonathan,  married  Jane 
Rolfe,  and  their  son,  Orion  Nelson  Elkins,  was 
born  February  7,  1838,  in  Troy,  Vermont.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  of  the  town,  and 
afterwards  entered  the  Fairfax  institute  of  Fair- 
fax, Vermont.  He  acquired  a  love  for  literature 
which  he  always  retained.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  a  promi- 
nent merchant  of  Fairfield.  Two  years  later 
he  went  to  Kansas  with  his  father.  They  set- 
tled in  a  small  town  on  the  Missouri  river,  a 
short  distance  from  Kansas  City,  and  the  young 
man  entered  upon  his  former  occupation  of  clerk. 

It  was  in  1856,  the  crucial  period  when  the 
bitter  controversy  between  the  north  and  south 
incident  to  the  question  of  slavery  had  assumed 
alarming  proportions.  It  was  the  time  when  the 
admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  free 
state  was  being  discussed  in  Congress.  Those 
were  stirring  times,  and  political  feeling  ran 
high.  Young  Elkins,  aroused  by  the  apparent 
evils  of  a  system  of  slavery  which  his  northern 
training  had  led  him  to  abhor,  found  what  was 
before  little  more  than  a  sentiment  now  fast  be- 
coming welded  into  a  fixed  principle,  and,  acting 
upon  his  conviction,  he  took  a  bold  stand  against 
every  form  of  slavery  and  opposed  it  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  even  aiding  in  the  escape  of 
slaves  from  Missouri. 

He  returned  to  Vermont  before  the  conflict 
was  over,  and  in  1861,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  established  a  general  mercantile  business 
in  North  Troy.    He  made  himself  thoroughly 


Digitized  by  Google 


6o6 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


familiar  with  the  details  of  his  business,  and, 
while  he  built  up  an  establishment  that  attracted 
customers  even  from  a  distance,  and  thus  by 
wise  and  far-seeing  management  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  a  successful  mercantile  career,  he  at  the 
same  time  established  a  reputation  for  honesty 
of  purpose  and  fair  dealing,  for  business  integrity 
as  well  as  for  business  ability.  For  some  years 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  father,  who  after- 
wards retired.  Colonel  Elkins  was  then  asso- 
ciated for  a  short  time  with  John  Wheeler,  and 
subsequently  with  George  Braley,  of  Oregon.  In 
1878  Colonel  Elkins  became  sole  proprietor  of 
the  business,  which  he  continued  until  1883,  when 
he  sold  it  to  Lewis  &  Company.  After  this  he 
gave  his  attention  to  the  development  of  various 
business  enterprises  with  which  he  was  connected, 
and  in  1884.  he  purchased  the  "Creek  Mill," 
in  Potion,  Quebec,  which  largely  claimed  his  at- 
tention during  his  later  years. 

In  the  same  year  in  which  he  entered  upon 
business  (1861)  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
the  village  of  North  Troy,  and  retained  the  posi- 
tion until  1885,  when  his  removal  was  caused 
by  a  change  of  administration.  An  examination 
of  his  accounts  showed  the  same  accuracy  and 
efficiency  that  had  characterized  his  business 
methods.  His  service  had  been  eminently  satis- 
factory to  the  community  and  to  the  postoffice 
department,  and  only  the  application  of  politi- 
cal rules  was  responsible  for  the  termination  of 
his  official  position. 

During  the  Civil  war  period,  while  he  did  not 
enter  the  ranks,  his  heart  was  in  the  Union 
cause,  and  he  was  active  in  looking  after  the  in- 
terests of  the  wives  and  children  of  those  who 
were  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  and  instrumental 
in  furnishing  a  large  part  of  the  supplies  that 
were  needed,  showing  a  large-hearted  patriot- 
ism and  enthusiasm  that  were  contageous.  In 
1863  he  was  appointed  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Gregory  as  aide,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  While 
serving  in  this  capacity  he  accimpanied  the  gov- 
ernor on  several  visits  to  the  national  capital 
and  to  the  scat  of  war  in  Virginia,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  providing  for  the  necessities  of 
the  Vermont  troops,  and  rendered  specially  use- 
ful services  in  having  proper  provision  made  for 
the  sick  and  wounded.  He  also  aided  efficiently 
in  organizing  home  guards  for  the  protection  of 


the  northern  frontier  of  his  state  against  raiding 
forces  of  the  rebel  government.  He  afterwards 
paid  an  enduring  tribute  to  the  patriot  soldier 
of  North  Troy  in  his  compilation  of  the  list, 
which  was  published,  with  biographical  sketches 
of  some  of  the  most  conspicuous,  in  the  Vermont 
Historical  Magazine.  • 

Colonel  Elkins  was  ever  interested  in  public 
affairs,  and  was  first  to  encourage  all  public  im- 
provements, and  always  willing  to  aid  in  any 
undertaking  which  would  advance  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  community.  Evidence  of  this 
exists  to-day  in  the  splendid  lighting,  roads  and 
side-walks  of  the  village.  He  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  education,  and  gave  valued  service  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  as  secretary  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Missisquoi  Academy. 
He  favored  the  modern  methods  of  instruction 
and  recognized  the  necessity  of  physical  as  well 
as  intellectual  culture.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  projectors  of  the  Missisquoi  and  Clyde 
Rivers  Railroad  Company,  chartered  by  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  in  1869,  and  afterwards 
controlled  by  the  trustees  of  the  South  Eastern 
Railroad  Company,  which  made  Troy  a  noted 
shipping  point  for  lumber  and  farm  produce, 
and  which  also  brought  business  of  various  kinds 
to  the  village. 

Nor  was  his  efforts  confined  to  his  own  com- 
munity, in  which  he  had  occupied  nearly  every 
official  position.  In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature.  Averse  to  prominence,  he  seldom 
engaged  in  debate,  but  he  rendered  excellent  ser- 
vice as  a  member  of  various  important  commit- 
tees which  formulated  much  salutary  legislation 
— those  on  wav«  and  means,  on  railroads  and  cor- 
porations, and  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  re- 
form school,  and  in  the  last  named  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  contingent  from  the  lower  house. 

Colonel  Elkins  was  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  exerted  a  strong  political  in- 
fluence.  but  never  allowed  party  spirit  to  control 
his  actions  at  the  expense  of  principle.  He  be- 
lieved thoroughly  in  the  tenets  of  his  party  and 
was  enthusiastic  in  promulgating  them.  For 
this  reason  he  gained  the  good  will  of  both  ad- 
herents and  opponents.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Rq>ublican  county  committee  for  a  number  of 
years,  also  of  the  town  committee,  and  was  often 
prominent  in  the  Republican  county  conventions. 
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He  was  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  several 
times,  and  was  esteemed  as  a  valuable  member. 

In  religion  be  was  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  St.  Augustine's  church,  of  which  he  was  a 
loyal  supporters.  He  was  a  lay  reader  in  the 
church,  and  on  occasion  conducted  services  in 
most  reverential  spirit.  While  firmly  established 
in  his  own  religious  belief,  he  had  a  deep  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  those  who  differed  from  him, 
and  never  allowed  himself  to  become  bigoted  or 
intolerant.  His  personal  traits  were  those  which 
mark  the  model  Christian  gentleman.  He  showed 
the  greatest  respect  and  affection  for  his  parents, 
giving  them  his  greatest  care  and  attention  dur- 
ing their  later  years,  and  the  suffering  and  dis- 
tressed were  ever  the  objects  of  his  commisera- 
tion and  bounty. 

Colonel  Elkins  was  married  February  26, 
1879,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Loraine  (Porter)  Chamber- 
lain, at  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  Her  parents 
were  Eleazor  and  Mary  A.  (Culver)  Porter. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
was  educated  in  Vermont,  where  he  lived  the 
life  of  a  farmer.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
character  and  a  staunch  Republican.  His  wife 
was  also  bom  in  New  Hampshire,  her  father, 
John  Culver,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  granted  a  pension  for  three  years' 
actual  service  as  private  in  the  Connecticut  troops, 
and  his  service  for  a  portion  of  the  time  was  under 
Captain  Harmon  and  Colonel  Durkee.  A  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Culver,  named  Jenks,  was  granted 
a  coat  of  amis  tor  distinguished  services  in  the 
early  colonial  da  vs.  Mary  L.  Porter  was  l>orn 
at  North  Troy,  Vermont,  where,  August  20. 
1873,  she  was  married  to  Dr.  E.  Chamberlain,  of 
I^a  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  April  1.  1875,  a  v>n 
came  to  gladden  their  home.  December  3,  1876, 
Dr.  Chamberlain  died,  and  his  widow  went  to 
Lowell,  Massachusetts,  to  live.  She  was  married 
to  Colonel  Elkins.  as  before  related.  Their  home 
life  was  particularly  happy,  and  they  were  held 
in  affection  l>\  .n  host  of  friends  who  knew  them 
for  their  excellent  disposition  and  abundant  hos- 
pitality. 

Eight  years  from  the  time  of  his  marriage 
Colonel  Elkins  died,  February  26,  1887,  after  an 
illness  of  one  month.  His  demise  was  sincerelv 
deplored  throughout  the  community  and  state, 


and  a  beautiful  tribute  was  paid  his  memory  in 
the  publication  of  a  memorial  volume  contain- 
ing the  funeral  discourse  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Hooper,  rector  of  St.  Augustine's  church,  the 
resolutions  being  adopted  by  that  church  and  by 
its  Ladies'  Guild,  letters  of  condolence  addressed 
to  Mrs.  Elkins  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Bissell  and 
others  prominent  in  the  clergy,  laity  and  public 
life,  and  a  notable  manuscript  discourse  read  by 
Colonel  Elkins  in  his  capacity  as  a  lay  reader  of 
the  church.  These,  tributes  are  tender  and  affect- 
ing, but  cannot  be  as  impressive  as  the  record 
of  his  weli  rounded  life,  with  its  sterling  virtues 
and  high  character,  which  have  made  his  name 
an  honored  one  in  the  annals  of  his  native  state. 

Mrs.  Elkins,  with  her  two  children,  survives 
her  estimable  husband.  The  elder,  by  her  mar- 
riage with  Dr.  Chamberlain,  is  Adams  Burton 
Chamberlain,  torn  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
April  r,  1876.  He  was  educated  in  Lowell,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  academy  in  the  latter  named 
place.  He  is  an  electrician  and  is  connected  with 
the  Edison  Company  of  Boston.  Mrs.  Elkins' 
only  child  by  her  marriage  with  Colonel  Elkins 
is  Clayton  Rolfe  Elkins,  born  in  North  Troy, 
Vermont,  December  25,  1884,  who  is  now  attend- 
ing the  English  high  school  in  Boston,  from 
which  he  will  graduate  in  June,  1903. 

HIRA  LEWIS  BIXBY. 

Hira  L.  Bixby.  deceased,  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Chelsea,  Vermont,  where 
his  birth  occurred  September  13,  1833.  He  was 
the  fifth  son  and  tenth  child  born  to  Ichabod  and 
Susanna  (Lewis)  Bixby,  who  were  married  in 
1809  and  lived  and  died  on  the  Bixby  farm,  which 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  familv  for  four 
generations.  The  Bixby  family  came  to  the  state 
of  Vermont  from  Tolland.  Connecticut,  in  1787, 
and  James  Lewis,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
from  Acworth,  New  Hampshire,  but  his  wife. 
Grace  (Paddock)  Lewis,  was  the  daughter  of  a 
sea  captain  of  New  Bedford.  Massachusetts. 

Hira  L.  Bixby  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  Chelsea  Academy,  then  conducted 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  Jonathan  Ross, 
who  has  since  served  in  the  capacity  of  chief 
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judge  of  the  supreme  court  and  United  State.-; 
senator.  After  completing  his  studies,  in  1865, 
he  secured  employment  m  a  photograph  gallery 
in  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  until 
1872,  when  he  returned"  to  his  native  town,  pur- 
chased his  father  s  tarm  and  took  upon  himself 
the  care  of  his  mother  and  elder  unmarried  sis- 
ter. Subsequently  he  purchased  the  business  of 
a  local  photographer  in  Chelsea  village,  and  up 
to  the  time  of  his  decease  had  his  gallery  in  the 
second  story  of  the  building  .owned  by  William 
F.  Hood,  the  proprietor  of  the  drug  store.  Some 
years  later  he  established  photographer's  rooms 
at  Brookfield  and  South  Royalton,  Vermont,  de- 
voting a  day  of  each  week  at  each  place,  and 
giving  two  days  of  each  week  to  his  business  at 
Chelsea,  which  was  well  patronized  and  there- 
fore very  remunerative. 

Mr.  Bixby  was  a  man  of  rare  intelligence, 
a  great  lover  of  books,  especially  those  relating 
to  the  sciences,  very  fond  of  music  and  a  devotee 
of  art.  He  was  a  constant  student  of  natural 
science,  and  so  well  informed  in  astronomy  that 
he  derived  great  pleasure  in  his  long  rides  by 
night  from  his  study  of  the  stars.  He  was  a 
violinist  of  some  skill,  and  he  solaced  many  lonely 
hours  with  the  melodious  companionship  of  his 
'".Miriam,"  as  he  fondly  called  the  instrument  he 
worshipped.  Although  preferring  to  lead  a  quiet 
life  devoted  to  business  pursuits,  yet  upon  the 
importunity  of  friends  he  accepted  several  im- 
portant |M>litical  offices ;  in  i8;S  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  served  four  years  as  select- 
man, three  years  as  school  director,  received  the 
highest  honor  of  his  town,  that  of  representative 
in  the  state  legislature,  and  for  nine  years  was 
an  influential  trustee  of  the  public  library.  He 
had  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  among  whom 
his  influence  was  for  the  best.  He  was  pro- 
foundly religions  in  thought  and  leeling,  and 
his  life  appeared  to  lx>  guided  by  the  teachings 
of  the  New  Testament.  After  his  sister's  death 
in  April,  1805,  he  lived  mostly  alone  in  his  home 
in  Chelsea,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Bixbv  died  January  7,  1003.  after  a  short 
illness,  of  appoplexy:  the  remains  were  placed 
in  the  vestry  of  the  new  West  Hill  church,  where 
it  seemed  so  appropriate  for  him  to  rejiose,  as  he 
designed  and.  bail  this  room  built  for  the  church 
exactly  as  he  wished  during  the  repairs  in  the 


summer  of  1902,  and  it  will  ever  be  known  a5 
"Hira's  room."  The  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Allen,  his  beloved  pastor,  and  the 
large  congregation  that  attended  was  a  touching 
tribute  of  love  and  esteem  for  the  departed.  He 
left  one  brother,  George  F.  Bixby,  editor  of  the 
Republican,  I'lattsburg.  New  York.  The  trus- 
tees of  the  Chelsea  Public  Library  offered  the 
following  resolutions  upon  the  death  of  Hira  L. 
Bixby : 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Hira  I..  Bix- 
by, Esq.,  who  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Chelsea 
Public  Library  during  the  last  nine  years,  the 
library  has  lost  a  generous  and  steadfast  friend ; 
this  board  a  faithful  member,  who  was  wise  in 
counsel,  prudent  in  judgment  ami  ever  thorough 
and  courageous  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
a  watchful  and  kindly  guardian  of  the  young,  to 
whose  best  interests  he  was  always  most  zeal- 
ously devoted;  and  that  the  whole  community 
has  been  deprived  of  the  free  and  constant  serv- 
ice of  a  true  man  and  noble-hearted  citizen." 

LEWIS  KEITH. 

Lewis  Keith,  one  of  the  prominent  ami  res- 
pected citizens  of  Barre,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant 
of  the  Rev.  James  Keith,  who  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, whence  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Bridgewater  Massachusetts.  He  was 
then  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  choosing  the 
ministry  for  his  life  work  he  studied  in  the  theo- 
logical seminaries  of  the  town  and  became  the 
first  minister  of  Bridgewater ;  his  first  sermon 
was  delivered  from  a  rock  in  "Mill  Pasture."  so 
called  from  its  proximity  to  the  river,  and  he  la- 
l>ored  in  that  section  of  the  state  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susanna  Ed  son.  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Edson, 
and  the  following  named  children  were  born  to 
them :  James,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Timothy,  John, 
lariab,  Margaret,  Mary  and  Susanna  Keith. 

James  Keith,  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  James  and 
Susanna  Keith,  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: lames,  liorn  in  1696;  Mary,  born  in  169S 
(iershom,  born  in  1701  ;  Israel,  born  in  170.1: 
Faithful,  born  in  1704:  Esther,  born  in  1707: 
lane,  born  in  1709;  and  Simeon  Keith,  born  in 
1712. 

James  Keith,  eldest  son  of  James  and  Mary 
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Keith  hail  five  children :  Noah,  Nathan,  Comfort, 
Janus  and  Abigail  Keith. 

Comfort  Keith,  third  son  l>orn  to  James  Keith, 
was  born  March  6,  1742.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage October  31.  1705.  and  the  children  born  to 
him  were  Eunice,  Abijah  and  Abigail. 

Abijah  Keith,  son  of  Comfort  Keith,  was  bora 
June  20,  1770,  at  Cxbridge,  Massachusetts, 
whence  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Barre,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  that 
locality.  Three  of  his  sons  were  named  Francis. 
Martin  and  Willis  Keith. 

Francis  Keith,  son  of  Abijah  Keith,  was  born 
in  I'xbrklge,  Massachusetts.  March  26,  179x3.  In 
1804  his  parents  removed  to  Barre,  Vermont,  and 
it  was  in  that  town  that  young  Francis  acquired 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  Being 
reared  upon  a  farm,  his  thoughts  naturally  turned 
to  that  pursuit  when  he  attained  young  man- 
hood, and  he  remained  on  the  old  Keith  home- 
stead, which  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  town 
of  Barre.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
political  affairs  of  the  town,  and  being  a  man  of 
exemplary  character,  he  won  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Keith  was  married  three 
times,  his  first  wife  having  been  Miss  Persis  Bige- 
low.  who  bore  him  six  children :  Mary,  Charles, 
Erastus.  Lewis,  Ellen  and  Elmira  Keith.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  Clin- 
ton. Flora  and  Agnes  Keith.  He  married  for  his 
third  wife  Miss  Persis  Cook.  Mr.  Keith  died 
October  3.  186S. 

Lewis  Keith,  fourth  child  of  Francis  and  Per- 
sis (Bigclow)  Keith,  was  born  on  the  old  Keith 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Barre,  Vermont,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1  S3 1.  He  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  school.  Upon  at- 
taining his  majority,  he  worked  for  different 
farmers  in  the  neighborhood,  receiving  fourteen 
dollars  a  month  for  his  services.  He  remained 
at  this  occupation  for  six  years,  and  in  that  period 
of  time  he  had  saved  out  of  his  earnings  one 
thousand  dollars,  with  which  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  town.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  this  ground  for  five  years, 
but  finally  disposed  of  it  and  resided  for  a  few- 
years  on  the  old  homestead.  March  3,  1869,  Mr. 
Keith  purchased  the  Walker  farm,  which  was  sit- 
uated on  Millstone  Hill,  where  he  has  resided 
39  x 


ever  since.  The  farm  consisted  originally  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy  acres,  but  he  disposed  of  a 
portion  of  it  t<»  parties  who  were  interested  in  the 
granite  business,  and  at  the  present  time  (.19°-) 
it  is  cut  up  by  railroads  and  quarries.. 

Mr.  Keith  is  one  of  the  representative  nun  of 
the  town  of  Barre,  being  a  member  of  one  <<i  the 
oldest  families  in  New  England.  He  has  been 
chosen  by  his  townsmen  to  fill  the  offices  of  se- 
lectman, lister  and  representative  to  the  state  leg- 
islature for  the  years  1896  and  1897  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  and  also  an  earnest  and  consi-tcn: 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Barre. 

On  March  23,  1858,  Mr.  Keith  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Morancy  S.  Wilson,  who  was 
born  November  6.  1835,  a  daughter  of  Thomai 
and  Mahala  (Averill)  W  ilson.  They  have  only 
one  child.  Mary  Mercy,  who  was  born  January 
24,  1861.  She  married  February  19,  1887,  Rich- 
ard Alexander  Hoar,  whose  sketch  follows. 

RICHARD  A.  HOAR. 

Richard  Alexander  Hoar,  son  of  Captain 
Philip  H.  and  Elizabeth  Allen  Hoar,  was  born  in 
Houghton,  Michigan,  in  1864;  he  early  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade  and  labored  at  the  forge 
to  earn  money  to  secure  an  education ;  he  com- 
menced to  read  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  II.  W. 
Day  and  Judge  White  of  Herman,  New  York; 
he  came  to  Barre  in  1886,  and  in  this  thriving 
town  has  found  a  congenial  field  of  effort ;  he  was 
first  employed  on  the  quarry  at  the  munificent 
compensation  of  eighteen  dollars  per  month.  In 
the  spring  of  1887  he  began  to  quarry  and  sell 
rough  granite,  and  a  year  later  sold  his  quarries 
and  entered  the  office  of  W.  A.  and  O.  B.  Boyce, 
and  continued  his  study  of  law ;  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  the  October  term  of  supreme  court 
1889.  standing  fifth  in  a  class  of  nineteen ;  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  L'nited  States  coutt 
in  1894.  In  1890  he  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  Hon.  Walter  E.  Barney,  which  partnership 
continued  until  Mr.  Barney  was  appointed  judge 
of  the  city  court  of  the  city  of  Barre.  In  1896 
he  was  appointed  city  attorney  for  one  year,  and 
was  reappointed  city  attorney  in  1897,  re- 
signing the  office  of  city  attorney  to  ac- 
cept   the    attorneyship    for    the    Barre  and 


6io 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Montpelicx  Traction  ami  Tower  Company, 
oj>erating  a  street  railway  between  the  cities 
of  Montpclier  and  Barre.  In  June,  1898,  Mr. 
Hoar  was  unanimously  nominated  to  the  office 
of  state's  attorney  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
and  was  elected  at  the  September  election,  run- 
ning far  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Mr.  Hoar  was 
appointed  state's  attorney  to  complete  the  unex- 
pired term  of  his  predecessor,  Hon.  Fred  A.  How- 
land.  At  the  Republican  county  convention  in 
June,  1900,  Mr-  Hoar  was  again  unanimously 
nominated  for  state's  attorney,  and  elected  at  the 
following  September  election ;  he  was  one  of  the 
most  sucessful  state's  attorneys  Washington  coun- 
ty has  ever  had.  It  is  universally  conceded  that 
the  state  cases  were  prosecuted  with  great  vigor, 
thoroughness  and  ability.  During  his  term  as 
state's  attorney  he  prepared  for  trial  two  hundred 
and  forty- four  state  cases,  which  cases  included 
crimes  from  murder  to  breach  of  the  peace,  and 
with  the  exception  of  eight  cases  there  was  a  plea 
of  guilty  or  conviction,  and  only  three  disagree- 
ments of  the  jury.  Mr.  Hoar  is  winning  a 
state  reputation  as  a  lawyer  of  quick  conception, 
reaily  delivery,  an  adroit  and  agressivc  fighter, 
and  master  of  the  art  of  cross-examination ;  his 
specialty  is  criminal  and  corporation  cases.  He 
has  a  successful  practice  in  the  city,  county  and 
supreme  courts. 

Mr.  Hoar  was  married  in  1887  to  Mary  M-. 
only  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  Keith,  one  of 
Barre's  most  substantial  citizens;  they  have  si< 
children:  Ellen  M.,  Bernice  \\ ..  Lewis  Keith, 
Richard  Alexander,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  Allen  and  Red- 
field  Dillingham. 


WILLIAM  ALBERT  ROOT. 

William  A.  Root  is  a  capitalist  of  Benning- 
ton.  and  is  numliered  among  the  representative 
and  prominent  citizens  of  bis  ]>ortion  of  the 
Green  Mountain  state.  Honored  and  respected 
by  all.  there  is  no  man  in  the  community  who 
stands  higher  or  has  a  more  enviable  position  in 
financial  circles,  not  alone  on  account  of  the 
brilliant  success  he  has  achieved,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  honorable,  straightforward  busi- 
ness policy  he  has  ever  followed.  He  was  born 
in  Elizabethtown.  New  York.  January  5.  1850. 


and  far  liack  into  the  early  annals  of  the  country 
can  be  traced  his  lineage.  Only  a  few  years  had 
passed  after  the  first  settlement  in  America  when 
the  Root  family  was  also  established  on  the  soil 
of  the  new  world. 

The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  land 
was  Thomas  Root,  who  was  born  in  Badby, 
England.  January  16,  1605.  He  braved  the  dan- 
gers incident  to  an  ocean  voyage  at  that  early 
period  in  order  to  become  a  resident  of  the  new 
world,  and  in  1637  was  located  in  what  is  now 
Hartford,  of  which  locality  he  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers.  His  name  is  found  on  a  headstone  in  the 
old  cemetery  back  of  the  Central  church  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  settled  in  Northamp- 
ton. Massachusetts.  May  9,  1654.  and  two  years 
later  was  appointed  a  selectman  of  the  town.  He 
was  not  only  prominent  in  civil  offices,  but  he  was 
alsr  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  church  and  a  most 
prominent  and  influential  resident  of  that  com- 
munity. His  buisncss  interests  were  those  of 
the  fanner,  and  throughout  his  active  life  he  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits.  He  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  thus  ending  a 
long,  useful  and  honorable  career. 

His  son.  Joseph  Root,  was  born  in  Hartford. 
Connecticut,  in  1640,  and  with  his  father's  family 
went  to  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days.  The  next  in  the  line  of 
direct  descent  was  Thomas  Root,  who  was  born 
in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  April  13.  UV17. 
He  married  Sarah  Clark,  and  removed  to  Leb- 
anon, Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  1726.  Among 
his  children  was  Thomas  Root,  Jr..  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Lebanon  on  the  13th  of  December. 
1705.  but  his  last  years  were  s^nt  in  Farming- 
ton.  Connecticut,  where  he  died  at  the  earlv  age 
of  twenty-nine  years.  He  was  the  father  of 
Eleazar  Root, -who  was  born  in  Lebanon.  Connec- 
ticut. January  28.  1730.  and  married  Rhoda  Por- 
ter, a  daughter  of  Robert  Porter,  among  whose 
descendants  was  President  Noah  Porter  of  Vale 
College.  Their  son.  Captain  Samuel  Root,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  lie  was 
born  in  l  armington.  Connecticut.  July  7.  1759. 
and  won  his  title  as  commander  of  a  company  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  loyally  aiding  the  col- 
onists in  their  struggle  for  independence.  He 
was  an  upright.  Cod-fearing  man,  and  l>elonged 
to  the  Congregational  church.    He  spent  his  en- 
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tire  life  in  his  native  town,  and  died  on  the  6th 
of  January,  1815. 

Asahel  Root,  a  son  of  the  Captain  and  the 
grandfather  of  William  A.  Root,  was  born  in 
1785  in  Farmington.  Connecticut,  and  became  a 
tanner  by  trade,  hut  did  not  give  his  entire  atten- 
tion through  life  to  that  pursuit,  for  he  became 
proprietor  of  a  hotel  and  also  owned  and  operated 
a  farm.  He  married  Chloc  White,  who  was  born 
in  Farmington.  and  they  had  two  sons.  Both  are 
now  deceased.  Asahel  Root  died  in  Westport, 
New  York,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  Asahel  Root  was  a  lieutenant  of  militia  in 
Captain  Jerome  I-oddetl's  company  at  the  battle 
of  Plattsburg. 

One  of  their  sons  was  William  W\  Root,  who 
was  Imrn  in  Elizabethtown.  Xew  York,  and  there 
spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  and  youth,  pur- 
suing his  education  in  the  common  schools.  Aft- 
er entering  upon  his  business  career,  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  manufacturing,  being  pro- 
prietor of  a  starch  factory.  He  also  gave  his  at- 
tention to  some  degree  to  mining,  and  was  a  very 
prominent  and  influential  resident  of  his  district, 
not  only  by  reason  of  his  extensive  business  in- 
terest which  contributed  to  the  general  prosper- 
ity as  well  as  to  his  own  success,  but  also  because 
of  the  loyal  service  which  he  rendered  in  public 
affairs.  He  served  as  supervisor  of  his  town,  and 
was  the  only  man  ever  elected  to  that  office  in  his 
community  without  opposition,  not  a  single  vote 
being  cast  against  him.  He  exercised  his  right 
of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  old-line  Whig  and  subsequently  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  vcars  December  17.  i8o/>.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Harriet  Maria  Rowell.  She 
was  born  in  Hinesburg,  Vermont,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Hannah  (Andrews) 
Rowell.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. In  his  family  were  three  children.  Tn  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Root  were 
three  children:  William  A.;  Miss  Com  and 
Charles  Root,  who  reside  in  Elizabethtown.  Xew 
York,  where  their  mother  also  resides. 

William  A.  Root  spent  his  early  youth  in  his 
native  village,  received  his  initial  schooling,  in- 
cluding a  high  school  course,  in  his  native  place, 
and  took  an  academic  course  at  Westport.  His 


first  business  connection  was  with  the  Putnam 
Manufacturing  Company.  Bennington*  with 
which  interests  he  was  identified  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Xew  York 
in  the  interest  of  the  same  firm,  and  later  was  for 
three  years  with  the  Washburn  &  Moen  Manu- 
facturing Company.  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
At  a  later  date  he  again  came  to  Bennington  to 
take  charge  of  the  estate.  Returning  to  Vermont, 
he  had  official  connection  with  Kenton-Root 
Marble  Company  at  Dorset  until  the  sale  of  the 
plant  to  another  company.  He  was  next  in  Xew 
York  as  a  lioot  and  shoe  joblier,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  associated  with  the  United  Gas 
Improvement  Company,  since  which  time  his  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  the  supervision  of  es- 
tate interests.  He  possesses  untiring  energy,  is 
quick  of  perception,  forms  his  plans  readily  and 
is  determined  in  their  execution,  and  his  close 
application  to  business  and  excellent  manage- 
ment have  largely  brought  to  him  his  high  de- 
gree of  prosperity. 

Mr.  Root  was  married  Octolier  24.  1881.  to 
Katherine  E.  Root,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Green 
and  Catharine  Louisa  (Blackmcr)  Root.  She 
traces  her  ancestry  hack  to  Joseph  Root,  who  was 
also  ;m  ancestor  of  our  subject,  so  that  originally 
in  the  paternal  line  they  come  from  the  same 
family.  This  Joseph  Root  was  born  in  Hartford 
in  1840.  and  died  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
in  1711.  His  son.  Joseph  Root.  Jr..  was  born 
January  15.  1664.  at  Northampton,  and  in  1685 
settled  at  Xorthfield,  Massachusetts,  but  that 
settlement  was  broken  up  by  the  Indians,  and  he 
returned  to  his  native  city,  where  he  died  Octo- 
ber 2}.  iooxk  His  son.  another  Joseph  Root,  was 
born  July  13,  1686.  at  Northampton,  and  died 
February  9,  1728.  He  was  the  father  of  Captain 
Joseph  Root,  born  June  16.  1713.  in  Hatfield. 
Massachusetts,  and  died  October  1,  1786.  He 
was  the  father  of  Elisha  Root,  who  was  l>orn 
June  7.  17.V;.  in  Montague,  where  he  lived  and 
died,  passing  away  January  I,  1812,  at  the  age 
of  seventv-two  years.  Among  his  children  was 
Elisha  Root,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Root,  of 
this  review.  His  birth  occurred  in  Montague. 
Massachusetts.  April  11.  1775.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  in  Greenfield.  .Massachusetts,  and 
afterward  came  to  Bennington.  Vermont,  where 
he  <1ied  in  1855.  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He 
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was  the  father  of  eight  children,  of  whom  one 
daughter  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  her  home  being  in  Bennington,  Vermont. 

Henry-  G.  Root,  the  father  of  Mrs.  William  A. 
Root,  was  horn  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts, 
September  18,  1818,  a  son  of  Elisha  and  Betsey 
(Moseley1)  Root.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  in 
Fellcnburg  and  Decrtield  academies.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm 
of  Boynton  &  VVhitcomb,  at  Templeton,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  order  to  learn  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing tinware.  Four  years  later,  when  he  had 
mastered  his  trade,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Luther  R.  Graves,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Graves  &  Root,  a  business  association  that  was 
maintained  for  more  than  fifty  years.  During 
much  of  that  time  the  house  was  the  largest  tin- 
ware manufactory  of  Vermont,  and  also  estab- 
lished the  First  National  Bank  of  Bennington, 
the  second  financial  institution  of  this  character 
in  the  state  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Root  was  the  first 
cashier  and  subsequently  vice  president,  and  be- 
came prominent  in  financial  as  well  as  manufac- 
turing circles.  lie  was  also  very  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Battle  Monument  Association  and 
was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  having 
in  charge  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  fa- 
mous battle  of  Bennington.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  he  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Vermont 
State  Agricultural  Society,  and  manifested  zeal 
and  earnestness  in  support  of  every  measure  and 
movement  which  he  believed  would  contribute  to 
the  public  good.  His  early  political  support  was 
given  to  the  Whig  party,  and  on  its  dissolution  he 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  Republican  party,  and 
was  one  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  electors.  He  rep- 
resented the  Whig  party  as  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature  from  1850  to  1857.  and  in  1866 
was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  a  member  of 
the  state  senate,  in  which  he  served  for  two  years. 
To  everv  question  which  came  up  for  settlement 
he  gave  his  earnest  consideration,  and  neither 
fear  nor  favor  could  swerve  him  from  a  course 
which  he  believed  to  be  right.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church  and  served  as  one 
of  its  trustees.  On  the  23d  of  December,  1846, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Catharine  L.  Black- 
mer.  of  Bennington,  whose  death  occurred  in 
SeptemlKT,  1 887,  while  he  was  called  to  his  final 


rest  on  the  1st  of  June,  1891.  For  many  years  he 
was  numbered  among  the  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state  by  reason  of  his  ex- 
tensive business  interests,  his  prominence  in  politi- 
cal affairs  and  his  upright  character.  In  the  fam- 
ily were  two  children :  Samuel  H.  and  Kathcrine 
H.  The  material  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Root  was 
Samuel  H.  Blackmer.  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Ben- 
nington, who  for  many  years  practiced  his  pro- 
fession and  was  a  partner  of  the  late  Governor 
Hyland  Hall.  Mr.  Blackmer  gained  an  enviable 
position  in  the  rank  of  his  chosen  calling  and 
served  as  state's  attorney.  He  had  two  children, 
Catharine  L.  and  Franklin,  the  latter  late  of  Ben- 
nington Center.  'Die  former  became  the  wife 
of  Henry  Green  Root  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years. 

The  marriage  of  William  A.  and  Katherine 
E.  Root  has  been  blessed  with  two  children: 
Mary  E.,  who  is  now  a  student  in  Smith  school ; 
and  Henry  G.,  who  is  a  student  in  Lakcwood, 
New  Jersey.  Mr.  Root  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day.  He  belongs  to  die 
Masonic  fraternity  in  which  he  has  taken  the 
degrees  of  the  lodge,  chapter,  council  and  com- 
manderv.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  and  social  na- 
ture and  one  who  has  most  of  the  amenities  which 
go  to  make  up  the  sum  of  human  happiness.  In 
manner  he  is  courteous  and  pleasant,  winning 
friends  by  his  amiable  disposition  and  honorable 
character  which  commands  the  respect  of  all. 

JOHN  D.  HANRAHAN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  D.  Hanrahan,  whose  portrait  is 
found  on  the  opjiosite  |>agc,  and  who  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Rutland,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  is  still  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  belongs  to  that  class 
of  our  citizens  who,  although  of  foreign  birth, 
have  thoroughly  identified  themselves  in  every 
particular  with  the  country  of  their  adoption. 

John  D.  Hanrahan,  son  of  James  and  Ellen 
(O'Connor)  Hanrahan,  who  was  born  June  18, 
1844,  in  Rothkcale,  county  Limerick,  Ireland, 
where  he  attended  the  national  schools  until 
reaching  the  age  of  eleven  years,  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  after  which  he  attended 
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the  public  schools  and  Free  Academy  of  New 
York  city.  While  scarcely  more  than  a  boy  he 
chose  for  his  life  work  the  practice  of  medicine, 
and  early  in  i860  began  his  preparatory  studies 
with  Dr.  John  K.  Wright,  who  was  at  that  time 
living  in  Yorkvillc.  New  York.  He  attended 
four  courses  of  lectures  at  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  March, 
1867. 

The  date  of  Dr.  Uanrahan's  graduation 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  much  earlier,  had  not 
his  studies  been  interrupted  by  the  Civil  war.  in 
which  he  did  able  and  faithful  service.  In  June, 
1861,  he  was,  on  examination  (not  having  grad- 
uated), appointed  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
navy.  The  vessels  on  which  he  was  placed  did 
duty  mostly  on  the  rivers  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  where  he  served  with  the  army  as  well 
as  the  navy,  thereby  gaining  the  IxMiefit  and 
experience  of  both  branches  of  the  service,  es- 
pecially in  the  surgical  line.  In  August,  1863, 
the  vessel  on  which  he  was  serving  was  captured 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  and  all 
on  board  were  made  prisoners.  They  were  taken 
overland  to  Richmond.  Virginia,  where  they 
were  confined  in  I.ibby  prison.  At  that  time  the 
Confederates  were  greatly  in  need  of  surgeons 
and  medical  supplies,  and  Dr.  Hanrahan  was 
asked  if  he  would  go  over  to  Kelle  Island  and 
attend  the  Union  prisoners.  After  consulting 
with  his  fellow  prisoners,  he  consented,  and  for 
six  weeks  he  attendee!  the  sick  and  wounded 
prisoners  faithfully,  under  great  disadvantages, 
as  the  supply  of  medical  and  surgical  appliances 
was  very  limited.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
paroled,  having  been  treated  with  the  greatest 
courtesy  and  consideration  by  the  medical  staff 
and  officers  of  the  Confederacy. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  and  the  completion 
of  his  course  of  study.  Dr.  Hanrahan  settled  in 
New  York  city  for  about  one  year,  spent  another 
in  Montreal,  province  of  Quebec  and  then  re- 
moved to  Rutland.  Vermont,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  I  lis.  practice  has  1h.ch  very  large  and 
successful,  especially  in  the  surgical  and  obstetri- 
cal line,  in  which  the  range  of  his  experience  is 
said  to  be  unsurpassed  by  any  physician  of  his 
years.  He  has  performed  many  surgical  opera- 
tions, and  has  served  through  several  epidemics 


of  smallpox  and  diphtheria.  He  has  been  a  di- 
rector and  consulting  surgeon  of  the  Rutland 
Hospital,  and  consulting  surgeon  to  the  Fanny 
Allen  Hospital,  the  leading  and  largest  Catholic 
hospital  in  Vermont,  at  Winooski.  For  many 
years  he  was  town  and  city  physician  of  Rutland, 
Vermont,  and  now  holds  the  position  of  examiner 
in  several  accident  and  life  insurance  companies. 
He  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  medical  papers. 

Dr.  Hanrahan  has  been  an  Irish  Nationalist 
all  his  life,  and  a  member  of  all  the  Irish  socie- 
ties, including  the  Land  League,  of  which  he  has 
been  president.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
local,  state  and  national  politics,  has  served  many 
years  on  the  Democratic  state  committee,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  county  committee. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  national 
conventions  of  1884,  1888,  and  chairman  of  the 
Vermont  delegation  to  the  national  convention 
of  1892.  He  was  president  of  the  United  States 
pension  examining  board  four  years  under  Presi- 
dent Cleveland,  and  treasurer  of  the  same  board 
four  years  under  President  Harrison.  He  was 
postmaster  of  Rutland  during  the  second  term 
of  President  Cleveland,  whom  he  always  support- 
ed until  the  election  of  1896.  when  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  Hon.  William  Jennings  Rrvan,  of 
whom  he  was  a  great  admirer.  He  was  president 
of  Rutland  village  two  years,  trustee  eight  years, 
and  countv  commissioner  one  year.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  original  Electric  Light  Company 
of  Rutland,  and  for  several  years  held  a  corres- 
ponding jKisition  in  the  New  England  Fire  In- 
surance Company. 

Dr.  Hanrahan  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  Vermont  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  Rutland  Medical  Club.  He  wai 
the  first  president  of  the  Rutland  County  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  since  its  organisation  in  (872.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Vermont  Sanitary  Association, 
and  the  Vermont  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Tul)erculosis. 

Dr.  Hanrahan  has  been,  since  its  organiza- 
tion, an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  also  in  state  militia,  and  was  ap- 
pointed bv  Governor  Stewart  surgeon  of  the 
Third  Regiment.  Vermont  Volunteer  Militia.  In 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  is  a  mcml>cr 
of  the  Rolicrts  Post,  the  largest  in  Vermont.  He 
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has  served  three  terms  as  medical  director  of  the 
department,  has  served  on  the  staffs  of  three 
commanders  in  chief,  Yeazey,  Palmer  and  Weis- 
sert,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Commander  in 
Chief  Stewart's  staff.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Catholic  Historical  Society,  and  vice 
president  for  Vermont  of  the  American-Irish 
Historical  Society.  He  was  appointed  a  dele- 
gate from  the  diocese  of  Vermont  by  Uishop  De 
Gocsbriand  to  the  first  American  Catholic  Con- 
gress and  Catholic  Centennial  celebration  held  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  November  10,  1889,  and 
is  now  financial  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Rutland  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League  of 
America.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Rutland  board  of  trade,  and  is  a  life  member 
of  the  Rutland  County  Agricultural  Society.  He 
belongs  to  the  Rutland  Lodge  of  Elks :  St!  Pet- 
er's  Hibernian  Benevolent  Union,  No.  1.  Ameri- 
can Order  of  Foresters,  Catholic  Order  of  For- 
esters; Rutland  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus, 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  Young  Men's 
Catholic  Union;  Queen  of  Vermont  Circle, 
Companion  Foresters  of  America,  of  which 
orders  he  is  physician.  He  belongs  to 
the  Reunion  Society  of  Vermont  Officers, 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  member  of 
the  executive  committee. 

Dr.  Hanrahan  has  been  twice  married,  and 
is  now  a  widower.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  E. 
Riley,  and  his  second,  Frances  M.,  daughter  of 
Dr.  John  C.  and  Mary  (Hughes)  Keenan.  of 
Rutland.  He  has  five  children  living:  May, 
Anna,  Hugh,  Frances  and  John  P.  The  three 
daughters  are  being  educated  in  Mt.  St.  Mary's 
Convent  at  Montreal,  where  they  are  receiving 
a  very  thorough  education. 

Probably  no  physician  in  the  city  of  Rutland 
who  has  been  so  busy  professionally  has  given 
so  generously  of  his  time  and  talents  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  that  city  as  Dr.  Hanrahan, 
and  who  is  universally  beloved  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  him. 

LUCIUS  EUGENE  CHITTENDEN'. 

Lucius  Eugene  Chittenden,  ex-register  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  lawyer  and  author, 
was  Ix.rn  in  \\  illiston.  Chittenden  county.  Ver- 


mont, on  the  24th  of  May,  1824,  the  son  of  Giles, 
the  grandson  of  Truman,  and  the  great-grand- 
son of  Thomas  Chittenden,  who  was  in  1777 
elected  the  first  governor  of  independent  Ver- 
mont, and  eighteen  times  re-elected  to  that  office. 
He  was  the  eighth  in  descent  from  William  Chit- 
tenden, who  settled  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  in 
1630..  Giles,  the  father  of  Lucius  E.,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Truman,  who  was  the  youngest  of 
the  four  sons  of  the  first  governor.  Giles  rep- 
resented Williston  in  the  state  legislature  in  the 
year  1803. 

Lucius  E.  Chittenden  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  district  schools  of  Williston,  and  the 
academies  of  Williston,  Hinesburg  and  Cain- 
bridge,  Vermont.  By  the  advice  of  Norman  L. 
Whiitemore,  an  uncle  by  marriage  and  a  lawyer 
of  ability  in  Swanton,  Vermont,  he  selected  the 
law  as  his  profession,  pursued  his  studies  in  his 
uncle's  office  and  resided  in  his  family.  In  the 
winter  of  1842.  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  was 
hired  to  teach  the  district  school  on  Hog  Island, 
which  had  teen  twice  broken  up  by  unruly  U>vs, 
some  of  whom  were  older  than  himself.  He  had 
a  single  encounter  with  them,  after  which  he 
taught  the  school  and  governed  the  Ixws  without 
farther  difficulty.  He  attended  the  legal  lectures 
of  Judge  Turner  in  St.  Albans,  taught  school  in 
the  winter,  and  with  John  G.  Saxe,  the  |x>ct.  and 
Condon  lieckwith,  afterward  an  eminent  cor- 
poration lawyer  in  Chicago,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Franklin  county  at  St.  Allans  in  Septem- 
ber, 18.54.  He  opened  his  law  office  in  Burling- 
ton in  May.  1845.  where  he  practiced  with  suc- 
cess, in  partnership,  successively,  with  Wvllys 
Lyman.  Edward  J.  Phelps  and  Daniel  Roliom, 
all  leading  citizens  and  the  last  two  eminent  as 
lawyers.  At  that  time  Chittenden  county  had  a 
verv  able  bar.  Asahel  Peck,  D.  A.  Smallcy, 
George  P.  Marsh.  Jacob  Maeck  and  Giarles  Ad- 
ams were  the  seniors,  and  E.  J.  Phelps,  George 
F.  Edmunds.  Levi  Underwood  and  others  the 
juniors  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  Chittenden  was  never  satisfied  with  his 
limited  education.  Before  his  admission  to  the 
bar.  he  pursued  the  study  of  the  Latin  and  sev- 
eral of  the  modern  languages  under  private  tu- 
tors, with  energy  and  perseverance.  His  knowl- 
edge of  the  iiHKlern  languages,  which  he  has 
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never  ceased  to  pursue,  has  no  doubt  promoted 
his  success  and  enabled  him  to  study  the  natural 
sciences  as  a  recreation  and  relief  from  the  se- 
verer labors  of  his  profession.  As  early  as  1846 
he  became  actively  interested  in  politics  and 
public  affairs.  He  was  prominent  in  the  anti- 
slavery  and  "  free-soil"  movements,  and  was  the 
editor  of  the  b'ree  Soil  Courier  in  the  campaign 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  John  S.  Rob- 
inson as  governor  of  Vermont.  He  was  an  earn- 
est Republican  from  the  first  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  during  the  long  term  of  his 
life  never  failed  to  give  to  the  candidates  of  that 
party  the  strong  support  of  his  voice  and  vote. 
He  was  a  state  senator  from  his  native  county  in 
1850-1860  and  an  influential  legislator.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1861.  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Eras- 
tus  Fairbanks  a  delegate  to  the  famous  I'cacc 
Conference  which  met  in  Washington  to  take 
measures  for  averting  the.  coming  Civil  war.  He 
prepared  and  afterwards  published  a  careful  re- 
port of  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  thai  con- 
ference. He  was  associated  with  ex-Governor 
Chase.,  of  Ohio,  a  leading  member  of  the  confer- 
ence, and  when  Mr.  Chase  became  secretary  of 
the. treasury,  in  President  Lincoln's  first  cabinet, 
he  tendered  to  Mr.  Chittenden  the  office  of  regis- 
ter of  the  treasury,  which  he  held  during  the 
four  years  of  President  Lincoln's  first  term.  It 
was  at  that  time  an  office  of  great  responsibility, 
involving  great  and  continuous  labor.  The  issues 
of  the  treasury  during  the  war,  in  bonds,  "green- 
backs," treasury  notes  and  fractional  currency, 
reached  an  aggregate  far  beyond  human  compre- 
hension. At  the  close  of  the  war  these  issues 
were  represented  by  a  public  debt  of  more  than 
three  thousand  miilion  dollars.  The  securities 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  people  and 
the  proceeds  received  into  the  treasury  through 
the  offices  of  the  register  and  the  treasurer  of 
the  I'nitcd  States,  General  F.  E.  Spinner.  They 
required  the  labor  of  hundreds  of  male  and  fe- 
male clerks  from  even  loyal  state  and  territory, 
often  appointed  with  no  examination  except  such 
as  the  head  of  the  bureau  could  give  them.  An:! 
yet  this  enormous  amount  of  money  and  bonds 
was.  by  the  employes  of  these  two  offices,  issued 
to.  and  their  proceeds  received  from  the  people 
and  covered  into  the  treasury  without  the  loss  of 
a  dollar  by  theft,  fraud  or  errors.     No  'uglier 


testimonial  to  the  fidelity  of  these  employes  could 
possibly  be  given. 

In  the  closing  year  of  the  century,  Mr.  Chit- 
tenden is  the  only  surviving  officer  of  the  treas- 
ury appointed  by  President  Lincoln.  Mis  resig- 
nation was  made  necessary  by  his  failing  health 
and  broken  constitution.  He  left  the  treasury 
poor  in  purse  but  with  a  reputation  which  his  de- 
scendants would  not  exchange  for  money  .  After 
the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Chittenden  established 
himself  in  his  profession  in  New  York  city,  where 
he  has  since  continued  its  practice. 

Mr.  Chittenden  has  cultivated  his  scholarly 
tastes  by  collecting  a  library  which  is  especially 
rich  in  rare  volumes  relating  to  the  early  history 
of  his  native  state  and  to  the  history  of  engraving 
and  printing.  No  state  in  the  Cnion  has  an  early 
history  of  such  patriotic  and  thrilling  interest  as 
Vermont.  It  still  remains  to  be  written,  and  Mr. 
Chittenden,  who  believes  his  books  indispensable 
to  its  accuracy,  has  perfected  an  arrangement  by 
which  this  valuable  collection  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  library  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, where  it  will  be  preserved  intact  for  future 
use.  Many  of  the  volumes  are  very  rare,  and 
some  of  them  are  believed  to  be  unique. 

Mr.  Chittenden's  publications  include  an  edi- 
tion of  "Reeve's  Domestic  Relations"  with  notes; 
the  "Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference at  Washington  in  February,  1861  ;"  "A 
Centennial  Address  on  the  Capture  of  Ticon- 
deroga.  May,  1876:"  "An  Address  on  the  Dedi- 
cation of  the  Monument  to  Ethan  Allen,  at  I'.ur- 
lington  in  1S78."  "Recollections  of  President 
Lincoln  and  his  Administration  ;"  "The  Speeches, 
Addresses  and  Letters  of  Abraham  Lincoln;" 
"An  Unknown  Heroine.  A  Story  of  the  Civil 
War;"  "Personal  Reminiscences;"  and  many 
magazine  and  historical  articles.  His  "Biography 
of  Thomas  Chittenden,  the  first  Governor  of 
Vermont,"  is  in  an  advanced  stage  of  prepara- 
tion. 

In  1856  Mr.  Chittenden  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Horace  Hatch.  M.  D..  of  Burlington. 
They  had  three  children:  Horace  H.,  a  lawyer 
in  New  York  city:  Mary  IL,  wife  of  William 
Bradford;  and  Bessie  P..,  wife  of  Rev.  Frederick 
B.  Richards,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
corner  of  Fourteenth  street  and  Second  avenue, 
in  New  York  city. 
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OILMAN  WARREN. 

Gilman  Warren,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Rrat- 
tlotxiro,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Warren,  of  Roston,  who 
canu-  to  Sftlem  with  Governor  Winthrop,  June 
12.  1630.  The  name  of  John  Warren  appears  in 
the  first  list  of  those  who  took  the  freeman's 
oath.  May  iS,  1631.  Ebenezer  Warren,  of  Lei- 
cester, Massachusetts,  ancestor  of  Gilman  War- 
ren, «erved  as  minute-man  in  the  Revolutionary 


OILMAN  WARREN. 

war.  and  was  a  cousin  of  General  Joseph  W  arren, 
who  was  killed  at  Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  Warren 
is  also  a  descendant  of  the  seventh  generation, 
through  his  grandmother,  Hepzibah  Waite,  of 
Hubbardston.  Massachusetts,  of  Captain  ( leorge 
Barber,  "a  I'untan  of  distinction,"  who  arrived  in 
this  country  in  1635,  and  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  Dedham  and  Medfield.  He  was  the  chief 
military  officer  o£  his  district,  and  a  meml>er  of 
the  colonial  government. 

Gilman  Warren  was  born  February  20,  1836, 


in  Hubbardston,  Worcester  county,  Massachu- 
setts, a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Olive  G.  (Coleman) 
Warren.  He  received  his  education  in  the  coun- 
try schools  of  Hubbardston,  Massachusetts,  Ches- 
ter (Vermont)  Academy,  Melrose  Academy, 
West  Brattleboro,  and  at  Leland  and  Gray  Sem- 
inary, Townshend,  Vermont.  From  Townshend 
he  went  to  Eaton's  Commercial  College  at  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1856.  After  his  graduation  from  the 
latter  named  institution  he  decided  to  commence 
his  business  career  in  the  west,  and  in  March, 
1857.  he  started  for  California,  and  upon  arriv- 
ing there  located  at  Laporte,  Sierra  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  mining  and  continued  in  this  oc- 
cupation until  i860,  when  he  returned  to  Hub- 
bardston, Massachusetts.  In  1861  he  settled  in 
Guilford,  Vermont,  where  he  purchased  the  old 
farm,  which  was  formerly  the  property  of  Gov- 
ernor Carpenter,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  valuable  and  productive  land.  He 
remained  there  for  five  years,  meeting  with  that 
success  which  invariably  accompanies  intelligent 
application,  perseverance  and  earnest  endeavor. 
Later  he  purchased  a  farm  and  saw-mill  at  Hali- 
fax, where  he  continued  his  agricultural  pursuits 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  chair  stock  and  sweet 
cider  jelly,  and  was  a  dealer  in  lumber.  Mr. 
Warren  subsequently  removed  to  Rrattlcboro, 
Vermont,  where,  since  1900,  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Hunt  as  a  me- 
chanic. 

Mr.  Warren  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
j>olitical  affairs  of  the  several  towns  where  he  re- 
sided. He  was  elected  to  serve  as  lister  in  the 
town  of  Guilford  in  1863,  and  as  town  grand 
juror  in  186a.  In  Halifax  he  served  as  select- 
man of  the  town,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  town 
grand  juror  for  nine  years,  was  school  district 
clerk  and  filled  the  position  of  treasurer  for  nine- 
teen  years.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Green  River.  Ver- 
mont, and  politically  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Warren  was  united  in  marriage,  Novem- 
ber 7,  i860,  to  Francelia  Adelaide  Johnson,  born 
August  24,  1843,  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Webster 
and  Sophia  (Rriggs)  Johnson,  of  Vernon,  Ver- 
mont.   Four  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
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William  Barney  Warren,  born  September  15, 
1865,  received  his  education  in  the  Leland  and 
■Gray  Seminary,  at  Townshend,  Vermont;  he 
married,  October  3,  i88q.  Miss  Mary  Luana 
Thurber,  daughter  of  Emerson  H.  and  Sarah 
Ballou  Thnrher,  of  Wot  Halifax.  Her 
ancestors  were  early  settlers  of  Vermont. 
Her  father.  Emerson  H.  Thurber,  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served 
in  the  Sixteenth  Vermont  Regiment.  He  was  a 
■descendant  of  David  Thurber,  who  came  from 
Richmond,  New  Hampshire,  in  1776,  and  settled 
in  West  Guilford.  Vermont.  Through  her  mother 
she  is  also  a  granddaughter  of  Almon  Ballon, 
who  was  brother  to  Hosea  Ballou  (2),  I).  D., 
founder,  and  first  president  of  Tuft's  Col- 
lege. They  were  lx>rn  at  Halifax.  Vermont, 
grandsons  of  Rev.  Maturin  Ballou,  and  grand- 
nephews  of  Hosea  Ballou  ( I),  born  in  1771.  who 
•was  pastor  of  the  Second  Universalist  church  in 
Boston — called  "Father  Ballou" —  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  American  Universalism.  The  follow- 
ing named  children  were  born  to  William  B.  and 
Luana  (Thurber)  Warren:  Addie  Blendena.  l>orn 
August  14,  1S92;  Clara  Marion,  born  July  1, 
1894;  Mabel,  born  February  8,  1896;  and  Bryan 
Emerson,  born  September  16.  1900.  William 
Barney  Warren  is  a  prominent  fanner  and  manu- 
facturer of  chair  stock,  and  sweet  cider  jelly 
at  Halifax,  Vermont.  In  politics  he  is  a  Bryan 
Democrat,  and  was  elect cd  to  serve  as  the  first 
selectman  of  the  town,  and  In-  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  other  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. He  is  a  worshipful  master  of  Unity  Lodge' 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Jacksonville,  Ver- 
mont, a  memtxr  of  Fort  Dummer  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M.,  Beauseant  Commandery,  K.  T..  and  of 
Mt.  Sinai  Temple  of  the  Ancient  and  Arahic  Or- 
■der  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

2.  Walter  Isaiah  Warren,  born  August  13, 
1870,  nxcived  his  initial  schooling  at  Halifax, 
Vermont,  and  then  attended  Glenwood  Seminary, 
West  Brattleboro.  Vermont.  He  was  in  the  cm- 
ploy  of  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Company. 
Boston,  for  several  years  as  conductor.  He  is 
now  acting  in  the  capacity  of  manager  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  at  Waterbury.  Connecti- 
cut, which  place  he  has  filled  for  about  seven 
years.  He  was  united  in  marriage.  May  1.  1894, 
to  Miss  Lillian  Lora  Knowlton,  daughter  of 


George  F.  and  Lora  Nason  Knowlton,  born  July 
13,  1872,  of  Rochester,  Vermont.  She  is  of  Puri- 
tan stock,  a  descendant  of  Captain  William 
Knowlton,  who  sailed  from  England  with  his 
wife  and  three  sons,  John,  William  and  Thomas, 
in  the  year  1632.  Captain  William  was  lost  at 
sea.  but  his  wife  and  sons  settled  in  Ipswich, 
Massachusetts.  The  Knowltons  came  to  Ver- 
mont in  1773,  and  located  in  Newfane.  Walter 
I.  and  Lillian  Lora  (Knowlton)  Warren  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Grace  Evelyn,  born  July 
31,  1895,  and  Lora  Adelaide,  born  June  2,  1903. 

3.  Webster  Gilman  Warren,  born  June  28, 
1873,  died  April  3,  1887.  The  fourth  child  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  was  Merton  Horace, 
born  November  3,  1878:  he  was  employ ed  by  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Spanish-American  war,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C.  Ninth  Massachusetts 
Regiment,  United  States  Volunteers.  He  served 
in  Cuba,  during  the  siege  of  Santiago,  and  until 
August  24,  strong  and  in  good  health,  when  he* 
returned  to  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  on  the 
transport  Alleghany,  where  with  one  hundred 
and  fort\ -five  sick  comrades  he  was  taken  to 
the  hospital,  where  he  was  critically  ill  until 
September  19.  Merton  H.  Warren  was  honor- 
ablv  discharged  from  the  United  States  service 
at  Boston  November  26,  1898.  He  is  now  in  the 
employ  of  the  Boston  ami  Maine  Railroad.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Spanish  War 
Veterans,  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of  Santiago, 
Thistle  Lodge  No.  7470,  I.  O.  Q.  F„  M.  U,  and 
the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen. 

June  27.  1899.  ho  married  Myrtle  Miranda 
Lockltn,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  J. 
(Thompson)  Locklin.  of  Machiasport.  Maine. 
They  have  one  child,  William  Frank  Warren, 
born  June  31.  1000. 

MRS.  GILMAN  WARREN. 

Mrs.  Gilman  Warren  traces  her  descent  on  the 
side  of  her  father,  Isaiah  W.  Johnson.  Jr.,  of 
Vernon.  Vermont,  to  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Ver- 
mont, and  through  her  mother.  Sophia  A.  John- 
son, by  wav  of  several  generations  of  Wilburs, 
of  Littlecompton,  Rhode  Island  (  a  copv  of  whose 
compute  family  records  and  wills  she  has),  to 
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their  union  with  the  immediate  descendants  of 
four  persons  who  came  over  in  the  Mayflower  in 
1620,  of  whom  their  Governor  Bradford  said: 
"They  were,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  first 
beginners,  and  (in  a  sort;  the  foundation  of  all 
the  plantations  and  colonies  in  Xew  England ;  and 
their  families" — their  names  should  have  a  place 
on  the  pages  of  this  book  of  "the  founding  of 
a  nation." 

Concerning  her  early  Vermont  ancestors,  Ed- 
ward  Elmer,  on  the  maternal  side  of  her  father, 
came  with  his  wife,  Mary,  from  Braintrcc,  Essex 
county,  England,  in  June.  1632,  and  settled  in 
Newtowne  (now  Cambridge),  Massachusetts.  In 
163(1  he  went  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  to  the 
Connecticut  river,  and  Edward  Elmer  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut. He  was  killed  during  King  Philip's  war,  at 
Podunk,  in  June.  1676. 

Hezekiah  Elmer,  his  grandson  (son  of  Ed- 
ward), born  June  13,  1686,  came  from  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  to  what  is  now  Vernon.  Vermont, 
May  25,  17 17,  then  called  Northfield,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  and  before  1672,  called  "Squakheag." 
This  part  of  Vernon,  claims  the  oldest  charter  in 
the  state  of  Vermont,  granted  May  15,  1672.  A 
deed  was  also  given,  covering  the  grant,  August 
13.  1687,  by  Nawelet,  chief  of  the  Squakheags, 
and  fouf  of  his  tribe.  This  township  was  called 
Northfield,  and  included  most  of  what  is  now 
Vernon,  Vermont,  Hinsdale,  and  Winchester, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Northfield,  Massachusetts, 
its  northern  boundary  being  Broad  Brook,  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  the  site  of  Fort  Hum- 
mer, Brattleboro,  Vermont.  In  1724.  at  the  time 
of  the  third  Indian  war,  Hezekiah  Elmer  was  a 
soldier  in  Captain  Kellogg's  Company.  He  was 
the  owner  of  Elmer's  Island,  near  Vernon  Center, 
in  1731,  and  was  one  of  the  fourteen  original 
proprietors,  of  what  is  now  Vernon,  Vermont. 
September  5.  1753.  Henry  Clay  Payne  (eighth 
generation  from  England),  postmaster  general  of 
President  Roosevelt's  cabinet,  is  a  direct  descend 
ant  of  Hezekiah  Elmer  (31.  of  Vernon,  through 
his  grandmother,  Laura  Elmer  (61.  the  mother 
of  his  father.  Orrin  Pierre  l'avne. 

The  names  of  Hezekiah  Elmer  and  Daniel 
Elmer  are  on  the  roll  of  Captain  W  iilard's  Com- 
pany at  Port  Hummer,  in  1748.  Prom  1717  to 
1814.  a  period  of  ninety --even  sears,  Hezekiah 


Elmer  (3),  Jacob  (4),  Reuben  (51,  Fanny  (0) 
and  I.  W.  Johnson,  Jr.,  (7),  his  direct  descend- 
ants, have  all  lived  within  two  miles  of  Vernon 
Center.  By  reason  of  the  different  claims  and 
contests  Vernon',  or  some  parts  of  it.  has  been 
called  Northfield.  Massachusetts  Bay,  Fall  Town 
Gore,  Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts.  Hins- 
dale, Cheshire  county,  New  Hampshire,  lims1 
dale,  Cumberland  county,  New  York.  Hinsdale, 
Cumberland  county.  Vermont,  Hinsdale.  Wind- 
ham county,  Vermont,  and  since  1802  Vernon, 
Windham  countv.  Vermont. 

The  Vernon  Johnson  ancestors  had  their  . -ri- 
ght in  William  Johnson  and  wife  Elizabeth,  who 
came  from  Hernehill,  near  Canterbury.  Kent 
county,  England,  and  settled  in  Charleston  n. 
Massachusetts,  in  1634.  His  style  of  composi- 
tion, and  his  handwriting  in  the  town  record* 
of  Charlestown,  fac  similes  of  which  are  in  print 
in  magazines,  show  him  to  have  possessed  a  good 
education. 

Johnathon  Johnson  (2),  born  August  14. 
1641,  a  lineal  ancestor,  settled  in  Marll»oro.  Mass- 
achusetts. The  proprietors'  records  show  that  his 
landed  estates  were  very  extensive.  He  was 
a  blacksmith.  The  town  records  show  that  he 
held  almost  every  position  of  trust  it  had  to  .jive, 
and  it  was  voted  each  year  that  the  school  be  kept 
by  him,  first  in  his  dwelling  house,  and.  until  late 
in  life  after  a  schoolhouse  was  built,  in  that,  and 
his  grandson  kept  the  first  school  that  was  opened 
in  Southboro.  Massachusetts.  Through  William 
(3)  and  Isaac  (4),  of  Southboro.  and  Isaac.  Jr.. 
ts).  of  Spencer,  we  come  to  Stephen  Johnson 
(6).  an  early  pioneer  of  Vernon.  Vermont.  Uiru 
in  Southboro,  July  16.  1750.  and  there  in  April. 
1783.  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Jordan,  and 
died  in  Vernon.  April  17,  1837.  in  June. 
1777.  he  enlisted  m  the  service  of  his  country,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  in  Captain  Joseph  SihteC* 
Company  and  Colonel  Key's  Regiment  111  Sutton. 
Massachusetts,  for  three  months.  He  re-enli-ted 
in  September.  1777.  for  >\vo  months,  in  Captain 
Howard's  Company.  Colonel  Hobnail's  Regi- 
ineiit.  In  177S  he  enlisted  for  two  months  in 
Captain  Houghton's  Company.  Colonel  W  luting  * 
Regiment,  and  in  1781  he  enlisted  in  Captain 
Houghton's  Company.  Colonel  Washburn's  Regi- 
ment. He  received  a  pension  the  last  five  years 
of  his  life  in  Vernon.    He  was  present  at  Sarn- 
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toga,  October  17,  1777,  at  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne.  In  April.  1783.  the  close  of  hostilities 
was  proclaimed  to  the  army,  and  that  month 
Stephen  Johnson  was  married.  He  settled  in 
Vernon,  Vermont,  seven  years  before  it  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union.  He  reared  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom, settled  in  Vernon,  and  had  fami- 
lies, where  many  of  his  descendants  still  live. 
( Manv  of  his  offspring  have  represented  Vernon 
in  the  legislature — several  in  each  generation,  to 
the  present  time.  Frederic  William  (8).  Elias 
P.  (8),  and  T.  Webster  Johnson  (9)  all  have 
homes  near  Vernon  Center,  while  Johnson  Broth- 
ers, proprietors  of  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  dealers 
in  feed  and  grain  and  meat  market,  are  all  at  South 
Vernon.  Three  of  his  descendants  in  this  vicin- 
ity served  in  the  late  Spanish-American  war,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen:  Merton  H.  Warren  t  10),  of 
Brattleboro.  served  in  Cuba  in  Company  C,  Ninth 
Massachusetts  Infantry  ;  William  Heard,  of  Ver- 
non, in  Company  I,  First  Regiment,  Vermont 
Volunteers ;  and  Waldo  Johnson,  of  Greenfield, 
in  the  Philippines,  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment,  all  descendants  of  Isaiah  Web- 
ster Johnson  and  Fanny  Elmer,  his  wife.) 

The  children  of  Isaiah  W.  Johnson,  Jr.,  born 
October  7,  18 14.  and  died  November  11,  1884.  in 
Vernon,  and  Sophia  Briggs,  born  March  6,  1821, 
in  Little  Compton.  Rhode  Island,  died  August  23, 
1897,  are:  Fanny  Sophia,  born  February  15, 
1840,  died  April  17.  1893.  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Davis,  of  Vernon;  E.  Adelaide  Warren,  born 
August  24.  1843,  wife  of  Oilman  Warren:  and 
Taylor  Webster  Johnson,  born  March  18.  1852. 
Webster  owns  the  fertile  farm  on  the  Connecticut 
river  where  his  parents  settled  in  1839.  He 
married  Martha  Cobb,  of  Wardsboro.  Vermont. 
They  have  two  daughters.  Lila  B..  born  October 
25.  1883.  and  Doris  M.,  born  August  28.  1889. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Vernon  at  Montpelier 
in  1898.  has  served  the  town  as  selectman,  and 
in  various  capacities,  and  is  a  faithful  public 
officer. 

They  are  the  direct  descendants  of  the  eighth 
generation,  through  their  grandmother,  Philenia 
Wilborn  Briggs.  of  nine  known  ancestors,  who 
were  Puritans  and  Pilgrims,  and  came  from  Eng- 
land; the  descendants  of  five  of  these  earliest 
settlers,  uniting  in  Mary  Southworth,  wife  of 
Daniel  Willxmr,  of  Little  Compton,  Rhode  Island, 


of  the  fourth  generation.  She  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Alice  Carpenter  southworth.  wife  of 
Governor  William  Bradford  of  Plymouth.  The 
ancestors  who  came  on  the  Mayflower  are:  Will- 
iam Mullens,  with  wife  Alice,  daughter  Priscilla, 
and  John  Alden.  William  Mullens  died  Febru- 
ary 21,  162 1.  Mr.  Edward  Winslow  and  Mrs. 
William  White,  whose  companions  died  soon  after 
landing,  were  the  first  couple  married  in  Ply- 
mouth, May  12,  1621,  and  John  and  Priscilla 
were  the  second,  and  were  united  soon  after  this 
date.  John  Alden  was  a  magistrate  in  the  colony 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  outlived  all  the 
other  signers  of  the  Mayflower  compact.  Eliza- 
beth, called  "Betty  Alden,"  their  third  child,  born 
1624-25.  married  William  Peabody.  December 
26,  1644.  He  was  born  in  England  in  1619-20, 
died  in  Little  Compton,  December  3,  1707.  He 
settled  at  Plymouth  with  his  father,  later  removed 
to  Duxbury,  where  he  held  many  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  and  was  much  employed  in 
public  affairs.  He  owned  considerable  land  in 
Duxbury,  was  one  of  those  to  whom  Bridgewater 
was  set  off  in  1645,  was  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  Freetown  in  1659,  and  was  also  one  of  the 
original  purchasers  of  Little  Compton.  in  1675, 
to  which  he  removed  w  ith  his  family  about  1684. 
Elizabeth  Alden  Peabody.  his  wife,  was  buried 
in  Little  Compton.  Her  monument  bears  the  fol- 
lowing inscription :  "Here  lyeth  the  Body  of  Eliz- 
abeth, the  wife  of  William  Pabodie,  who  dyed 
May  ve  }ist,  '717.  »n<l  '»  the  94th  vear  of  her 
age/'    (North  side.) 

"Elizabeth  Pabodie,  daughter  of  the  Plymouth 
Pilgrims,  John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullin — The 
first  white  woman  born  in  New  England."  (South 
side.) 

"A  bud  from  Plymouth's  Mayflower  sprung. 
Transplanted  here  to  live  and  bloom ; 

Her  memory  ever  sweet  and  young 

The  centuries  guard,  within  this  tomb.". 

Alice,  daughter  of  Alexander  Carpenter,  of 
Wrington,  sixteen  miles  from  Bath,  Somerset- 
shire. F.ngland.  married,  in  Leydon,  Holland,  May 
28,  1613,  Edward  Southworth,  of  London,  a  mer- 
chant ami  business  agent  for  the  Leyden  pilgrims. 
Edward  died  in  England  in  1O20.  leaving  Alice 
with  two  sons.  Constant  (2),  who  was  born  in 
Leyden.  in  1614,  and  Thomas.  Alice  Southworth 
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left  her  children  with  friends  in  England,  and 
came  with  her  sister  and  husband.  George  Mor- 
ton (ancestors  of  Levi  P.  Morton),  to  Plymouth 
in  the  ship  Ann  in  July,  1623.  She  was  married  to 
Governor  W  illiam  Bradford,  August  14,  and  bore 
him  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  the  oldest  of  which 
was  Major  William  Bradford,  deputy  governor  of 
Plymouth.  John  (son  by  first  wife,  Dorothy, 
was  drowned  in  Cape  Cod  Harbor)  died  child- 
less, so  all  of  Governor  Bradford's  descendants 
are  through  our  Alice  Southworth.  She  died  in 
March,  1670.  at  the  age  of  eighty.  Constant 
Southworth  (2),  step-son  of  Governor  Bradford, 
came  to  Plymouth  in  1628,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen. He  married,  November  2,  1637,  and  settled 
in  Duxbury.  His  wife  Elizabeth  was  a  daughter 
of  William  Collier,  one  of  the  adventurers  or 
partners  of  the  Pilgrims  in  England.  He  was  held 
in  high  repute,  and  his  advice  sought  in  their 
difficulties.  He  settled  in  Duxbury  before  1640. 
Constant  Southworth  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Pe- 
quot  war,  and  was  in  King  Philip's  war  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  with  his  son-in-law,  Benjamin 
Church.  He  was  a  representative  of  Duxbury  in 
1647.  and  for  twenty-two  years  following,  and 
assistant  for  ten  years,  and  was  commissary  gen- 
eral. He  died  March  11.  1679.  William  (3), 
son  of  Constant,  born  in  1659,  married,  in  1680, 
Rel>ecca  Peabodie,  born  Octol>er  16,  1660,  grand- 
daughter of  John  Alden.  Their  son,  Joseph 
Southworth  (4),  born  February  1,  1683,  in  Little 
Compton,  Rhode  Island,  was  the  father  of  Mary 
Southworth  (5),  who  married  Daniel  Wilbour, 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Gilman  War- 
ren. 

Samuel  Wilbour,  ancestor  of  Daniel  Wilbour, 
married  Ann.  daughter  of  Thomas  Bradford,  of 
Doneaster,  county  York,  England.  They  were 
admitted  to  the  church  in  Boston,  Dccernlier  1, 
1633.  Later  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  major 
part  of  his  fellow  worshippers,  under  the  danger- 
ous doctrine  of  Cotton  and  Wheelwright,  so  that 
the  body  of  people  at  the  other  places  of  the  col- 
ony deemed  it  necessary  to  disown  them,  and  in 
March.  i(<jfl>.  he,  with  Coddington  and  seventeen 
others,  among  the  best  men  of  Boston,  were  ban- 
ished from  the  colony.  They  purchased  the  Isl- 
and of  Rhode  Island,  in  Narragansett  Bay.  and 
formed  a  corporation,  by  solemn  compact.  March 
7.  1 6}8.    He  was  held  in  high  esteem.  Though 


he  had  removed  to  Taunton,  his  name  as  "Senior" 
and  Samuel,  Jr.,  were  retained  on  the  list  of  free- 
men in  1655.  He  had  wisdom  10  hold  on  to  his 
estate  at  Portsmouth,  Rhode  island,  and  at  Taun- 
ton, and  at  Boston,  where  he  came  again  to  live, 
before  making  his  will,  April  30,  1656.  He  died 
in  September,  1056.  Samuel  (2)  is  named  as  one 
of  the  patentees  of  the  royal  charter  of  1663. 
Samuel  (3),  grandson  of  Samuel  (t),  born  April 
1,  1663,  was  a  large  land  owner  in  Little  Comp- 
ton, where  his  will  was  made  in  1729-30,  as  were 
his  succeeding  heirs,  William  Wilbour,  born  in 
1695,  Daniel,  born  June  1.  1729,  and  Daniel  (2), 
bom  February  10,  1761,  died  February  II,  1841. 
the  son  of  Mary  Southworth,  and  great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Gilman  Warren. 

The  old  colonial  house  where  Mary  came  as 
a  bride  in  1728  is  still  occupied  by  her  descend- 
ants, who  have  proved  honorable,  self-reliant,  and 
trustworthy,  with  executive  ability.  Hie  owner. 
Franklin  Wilbour,  was  a  senator,  and  filled  other 
places  of  trust. 

REV.  JAMES  P.  RAND. 

The  Rev.  James  P.  Rand,  rector  of  St.  Ste- 
phen's (Roman  Catholic)  church  of  Winooski, 
Vermont,  is  a  native  of  the  state,  born  in  Bur- 
lington, April  8.  1873,  son  of  George  B.  and  Mar- 
garet (  Fox  )  Rand,  who  are  mentioned  at  length 
hereinafter.  The  name  of  Rand  belongs  to  a 
highly  respected  and  honored  family.  The  first 
record  we  have  of  the  name  in  this  country  is  in 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts  in  1635,  when  Rob- 
ert and  Alice  Rand  were  admitted  to  the  church  in 
that  town.  Also,  in  the  town  book  of  possesion, 
dated  1638.  mention  is  made  of  Robert  Rand  as 
a  property-holder  having  a  farm  of  sixty-six 
acres  on  the  west  side  of  Windmill  Hill,  and  if 
space  would  admit  the  family  name  could  be  traced 
back  many  generations.  There  was  also  a  Doctor 
Charles  Rami.  who.  when  President  Lincoln  made 
his  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  men  to  suppress 
the  rebellion,  was  the  first  to  enroll  his  name. 

The  Rands  throughout  the  country  all  came 
from  the  same  sturdy  Scotch  ancestry,  who  re- 
llected  honor  upon  the  name,  handing  it  down 
from  generation  to  generation  without  blemish  »r 
stain,  proving  the  truth  of  the  utterance  <>f  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  that  "There  is  no  heroic  poem  in 
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the  world  but  at  its  bottom  is  the  life  of  a  man." 

The  ancestry  of  the  Rand  family  is  traceable 
downward  through  five  generations  in  Vermont  to 
the  Rev.  Father  James  P.  Rand.  Robert  Rand, 
his  great-great-grandfather,  born  in  1750,  with 
his  wife  Emma,  came  to  Westminster,  Windham 
county.  Vermont,  and  located  on  a  grant  of  fifty 
acres,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  section. 
Here  their  twelve  children  were  born. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Rev.  J.  P.  Rand 
was  Benjamin,  the  first  child  of  Robert  and  Emma 
Rand,  born  January  16.  1775.  He  was  twice 
married ;  first.  July  15,  1802,  to  Cynthia  Robinson, 
born  October  30,  1780,  and  died  August  25,  1807. 
He  then  married,  October  n,  1807,  Sarah  Rob- 
inson, born  September  3,  1780.  She  was  a  very 
beautiful  woman  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  died  at  Bridgewater,  Vermont,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1875,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five,  having  borne 
her  husband  ten  children. 

Alvinza,  tenth  child  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Robinson)  Rand,  was  born  in  Morrisville,  Ver- 
mont, February  27,  1819.  He  was  educated  in 
the  neighborhood  schools,  and  when  grown  up 
owned  and  cultivated  a  large  farm.  Little  is 
known  of  him,  for  he  was  a  man  of  modesty  and 
reticence.  He  was  married  three  times;  first, 
March  21,  1842,  to  Lucinda  F.  Small,  who  died 
January  26.  i860,  leaving  five  sons.  He  married, 
second.  October  10,  1861,  Fidelia  R.  Goodell, 
born  July  18,  1826,  at  Morristown,  Vermont,  and 
died  October  14,  1875,  leaving  one  son  and  a 
daughter,  Lucinda.  He  married,  third,  April  io, 
1876,  Lavina  (Burke)  Barnes,  also  a  resident  of 
Morrisville,  Vermont.  He  died  in  1901. 

George  B.  Rand,  father  of  the  Rev.  James  P. 
Rand,  was  the  second  son  of  Alvinza  and  Lucinda 
(Small)  Rand,  and  was  born  in  Stowe,  Vermont, 
December  5,  1845.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon school  at  Morrisville,  and  was  an  excellent 
scholar.  He  entered  upon  life  with  ample  prep- 
aration, and  has  acquitted  himself  creditably  and 
honorably  in  every  station.  During  the  Civil  war 
lie  made  an  excellent  record  as  a  patriot  soldier. 
He  enlisted  in  1861,  when  sixteen  years  old,  in  the 
Twelfth  Regiment  United  States  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  until  November  29,  1 864,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Fort  Hamilton, 
New  York.  During  his  term  of  enlistment  he 
participated  in  all  the  momentous  campaigns  of 
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the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  its  various  great 
generals  from  McClellan  to  Grant,  and  bore  hi* 
part  bravely  in  fourteen  different  engagements, 
and  was  wounded  on  the  second  day  of  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  July  2.  18C3.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  in  this  connection  that  his  brother  Joseph, 
equally  patriotic,  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Third 
Regiment,  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  when  the 
rebel  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter  was  made,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  notwithstand- 
ing he  was  twice  wounded. 

George  B.  Rand,  in  his  young  manhood, 
teamed  undertaking,  and  he  followed  that  calling 
in  Burlington  for  about  twenty  years  and  then 
engaged  in  a  real  estate  business  which  he  has 
prosecuted  with  gratifying  success  to  the  present 
time.  In  this  calling  he  has  been  enabled  to  aid 
largely  toward  the  development  of  the  city,  and 
his  ability  and  integrity  have  drawn  to  him  many 
friends  from  the  best  classes,  who  have  been 
greatly  advantaged  by  his  familiarity  with  real 
estate  values  and  general  business  conditions.  He 
has  also  capably  served  the  community  in  various 
important  positions.  He  was  elected  to  the  board 
of  aldermen  in  1805  and  was  re-elected  in  1897, 
serving  four  years,  and  was  school  commissioner 
from  1899  to  1902. 

He  married,  in  New  York  city,  December 
1864,  Margaret  Fox,  who  was  born  in  county 
IXmegal.  Ireland,  March  17,  1842,  a  daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Rose  (Deary)  Fox.  Her  grandpa- 
rents were  Edward  and  Margaret  (M alloy)  Fox, 
the  former  a  native  of  England  and  the  latter  of 
Ireland.  Margaret  Fox  came  to  this  country  in 
1862  and  located  in  New  York  city,  where  she 
lived  until  1864,  when  she  married  and  came 
direct  to  Burlington,  where  she  and  her  husband 
have  since  resided. 

George  B.  and  Margaret  (Fox)  Rand  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  only  five  are 
living;  and  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Curling- 
ton,  Vermont:  Mary,  born  April  28,  1867.  was 
educated  in  the  common  school  and  at  St.  .Mary's 
Academy.  She  is  housekeeper  for  her  brother, 
the  Rev.  Father  Rand,  and  in  her  relations  with 
his  parishioners,  her  culture  and  amiability  of 
disposition  have  made  her  an  admirable  aid  to 
him  in  his  parochial  work.  Charles  E.,  l>orn  Octo- 
ber 20,  1869,  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools 
and  at  St.  Joseph's  College  in  his  native  city. 
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After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  business  as  a 
grocer  and  subsequently  engaged  in  a  successful 
wholesale  cigar  business  in  Burlington,  which  he 
still  continue?.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Scul- 
ly, born  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  August  29,  1872, 
daughter  of  James  B.  and  Margaret  (Murry) 
Scully.  Rev.  James  P.  Rand  is  referred  to  at 
length  hereinafter.  Lizzie,  born  May  15,  1878, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  St. 
Mary's  Academy,  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  is 
now  residing  with  her  parents.  Vernon  George, 
born  April  16,  1880,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  the  Edmunds  high  school,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1899.  He  has  studied 
medicine  for  two  years  and  is  now  in  Lebanon, 
New  Hampshire. 

The  Rev.  James  P.  Rand,  third  child  and  sec- 
ond son  of  George  B.  and  Margaret  (Fox)  Rand, 
was  reared  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  He  early  de- 
veloped a  passion  for  learning,  and  was  a  close 
student  from  his  seventh  year.  At  the  early  age 
of  thirteen,  he  entered  upon  his  "collegiate  course 
in  St.  Joseph's  College,  in  Burlington,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  the  classical  course  in  1891.  He 
then  pursued  philosophical  studies  for  three 
years  in  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  subsequently  pursued  his  theological 
course  in  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1896.  Re- 
turning to  Burlington  on  December  19,  of  that 
year,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age.  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  priesthood  in  the  cathedral  of  that 
city  by  the  Right  Rev.  John  S.  Midland,  bishop 
of  Vermont,  and  that  eminent  prelate  immediately 
afterwards  appointed  him  his  secretary.  Father 
Rand  ocupied  that  responsible  position  until  Au- 
gust 10,  following,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  the  churches  at  Hyde  Park  and  Hard- 
wick.  After  a  successful  pastorate  of  three  and 
a  half  vcars.  he  was,  in  1901,  transferred  to  St. 
Stephen's  church  in  Winooski.  In  this  delightful 
village  Father  Rand's  handsome  church  and  paro- 
chial home  are  centers  of  intelligent  and  zealous 
effort  for  the  sacred  cause  to  which  he  has  de- 
voted himself  from  his  early  youth.  An  accom- 
plished scholar,  he  is  a  clear  discerning  man  of 
affairs,  aud  commands  the  affection  and  confi- 
dence of  the  general  community  as  well  as  of  his 
own  parishioners,  who  recognize  in  him  not  only 
a  faithful  pastor,  but  a  neighbor  and  friend  to 


whom  all  in  sorrow  or  distress  may  freely  come 
for  that  aid  which  religion  and  a  deeply  sympa- 
thetic heart  may  afford.  Not  yet  in  (he  meridian 
of  life,  what  he  has  already  accomplished  is  but 
an  earnest  of  a  life  of  higher  usefulness  as  years 
are  given  him  in  which  to  minister  to  the  trustful 
souls  who  hold  him  in  such  high  regard  lx>th  as 
man  and  priest. 

MILTON  LEONARD  SEVERANCE. 

Milton  Leonard  Severance,  of  Bennington, 
one  of  the  most  widely  known  clergymen  in  west- 
ern Vermont,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Corcina 
(Jones)  Severance,  was  bom  in  Middleburv, 
Vermont.  October  14,  1830.  He  traces  his  an- 
cestrv  on  the  maternal  side  to  Bethia  Howard, 
who  canf  to  America  on  the  Mayflower,  and  on 
his  father's  side  to  John  Severans,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  of  lioston  in  June,  1638,  the  year  in 
which  it  was  organized.  He  is  a  grandson  of 
Joseph  Kirby.  who  was  a  captain  in  the  battle  of 
Bennington  with  two  sons  serving  under  him,  and 
a  second  cousin  of  Edmund  Kirby,  who  died  May 
28,  1863.  aged  twenty-three,  and  who  in  spite  of 
his  youth  was  a  brigadier  general  of  volunteers. 
Mr.  Severance  is  also  a  second  cousin  of  that 
brilliant  Confederate  officer,  General  Kirbv 
Smith. 

Mr.  Severance  fitted  for  college  at  Burr  and 
Burton  Seminary.  Manchester.  Vermont,  and 
graduated  from  Middleburv  College  in  1859.  He 
spent  two  years  at  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  New  York,  and  graduated  from  Andovcr  The- 
ological Seminary  in  1863.  He  was  principal  of 
Ticondcp^ga  Academy  in  1859;  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  Boscawen.  New  Hamp- 
shire, from  1863  to  1808:  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  in  Orwell,  Vermont,  from  1808 
to  1880:  financial  agent  of  Middleburv  College 
nearly  two  years;  principal  of  Burr  and  Burton 
Seminar)  from  September.  1882.  to  1888.  and 
was  then  pastor  of  the  Old  First  church  at  Ben- 
nington Center.  Vermont,  until  1890.  While 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Boscawen,  New  Hamp- 
shire, he  was  superintendent  of  schools  for  two 
year.-,  and  was  afterward  a  trustee  of  the  Burr 
and  Burton  Seminary  at  Manchester.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Bennington  Battle  Mon- 
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ument  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Upsilon  fraternity;  of  the  Congregational  Club 
of  Western  Vermont:  of  Tichenor  Club,  and  of 
the  Sous  of  the  American  Revolution. 

He  was  joineil  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kmily 
Augu-ta  Spencer,  August  16,  1859;  and  the 
children  born  of  their  union  are :  Rev.  Claude 
Milton.  Wilbert  .Nathaniel.  Carlton  Sj)encer, 
Maude  Emily  and  Herbert  Allen  Severance. 

Mrs.  Emily  A.  Severance  died  May  24,  1898, 
and  in  the  following  vear  Mr.  Severance  re- 
signed the  pastorate  of  the  Old  First  church  of 
Bennington,  which  took  effect  September,  1899, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  devoting  himself 
to  business  pursuits.  In  the  year  1900  he  became 
director  in  a  large  lumber  and  commercial  com- 
pany formed  to  operate  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
and  has  given  his  time  wholly  to  the  interests  of 
the  company  since  its  organization.  On  Novem- 
ber i_\  kjpo,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Barckley 
Stewart,  of  Chicago.  They  have  one  child,  Mil- 
ton Leonard,  Jr..  born  December  13.  1902.  They 
now  reside  at  72  North  Willard  street,  Burling- 
ton. Vermont. 

Mr.  Severance  was  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  clergymen  in  western  Vermont,  where  he 
spent  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  ministry.  As  a 
preacher  he  took  high  rank.  His  style  is  terse 
and  vigorous,  while  his  sermons  gave  evidence 
of  a  scholarship  at  once  rij>c  and  progressive.  As 
an  after-dinner  speaker  he  has  comparatively  few 
equals.  His  native  wit  and  readiness  at  repartee 
have  made  him  ever  welcome  at  festive  gather- 
ing<.  and  scarcely  a  year  passes  in  which  his  serv- 
ices are  not  in  demand  as  Memorial  Day  orator. 

JOSITH  TI  TTLE  STEARNS. 

Joseph  Tuttlc  Steams,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, can  trace  his  ancestry  to  Isaac  Stearns, 
who  sjdled  from  England,  April  8,  1630,  in  com- 
pany with  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  the  Rev. 
George  Phillips,  Governor  Winthrop  and  others 
in  the  ship  Arabella.  He  settled  in  Watertown. 
His  son.  Corporal  Samuel  Steams,  born  April 
24.  1638.  married  Hannah  Manning,  and  their 
son  John,  lx-rn  June  24.  1077.  married,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1701.  Abigail  Fiske  born  June  12,  1684. 
They  resided  on  the  old  homestead,  and  reared 
a  family  of  fifteen  children.    John  died  in  1729, 


and  his  son  Josiah,  born  October  14,  1704,  set- 
tled on  his  father's  farm  and  followed  farming 
as  an  occupation  ;  he  married,  December  31,  1729, 
Susanna  Ball,  horn  March  16,  1708;  she  died  in 
1740.  and  he  married  Dorothy  Prentice,  who  died 
October  30,  1750,  and  on  April  23,  1752,  he 
married  Mary  Bowman,  of  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, who  was  bom  August  14,  1706.  He 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  selectman  for  the  years 
1754  and  1755.  His  son  Jonas,  born  February 
27,  1738,  was  a  member  of  Captain  Eager's  com- 
pany at  Westboro,  Massachusetts,  in  1757.  He 
was  married,  May  14,  1758,  to  Submit  Davis,  of 
Lunenburg;  she  was  born  in  1742.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  a  cabinet-maker,  and  officiated  as 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  church.  About 
1768  he  removed  to  Chesterfield,  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  died  September  13,  1782.  His 
wife  died  in  Marlboro,  Vermont,  February  24, 
181 5.  His  son  was  Jonas  Boardman,  bom 
January  25,  1783,  and  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Polly  Page,  of  Marlboro,  Vermont.  Their  son 
Lyman,  born  May  30,  1814,  was  a  ccrpentcr  by 
trade,  and  resided  at  Bellows  Falls;  he  married 
Susan  Marvin.  He  died  in  Grafton,  Vermont, 
August  25,  1874. 

His  son,  Captain  Riley  Burdett  Steams,  was 
born  in  Rockingham.  Vermont,  August  29,  1840. 
He  received  a  common  schooi  education,  and  in 
1858  came  to  Burlington  and  engaged  as  clerk 
in  the  drug  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  enlisted,  May  9.  1861,  in  Com- 
pany H,  First  Regiment  Infantry,  and  served  in 
the  ranks  during  the  entire  term  of  that  regiment 
until  August  15,  1861.  After  a  respite  of  a  little 
more  than  three  months,  he  re-enlisted,  Novem- 
ber 30,  i86t,  in  Company  A,  Seventh  Regiment, 
Vermont  Infantry,  and  was  made  first  sergeant. 
October  15,  1862.  he  was  promoted  to  be  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company.  In  July  of  the  next 
year  he  received  the  appointment  of  acting  ad- 
jutant, and;  May  16,  1864,  assumed,  in  addition, 
the  dtities  of  regimental  quartermaster.  For  a 
time  he  acted  as  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the 
First  Brigade  of  troops  in  west  Florida,  and, 
September  22,  1864,  was  advanced  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  Company  K  of  his  regiment. 

He  was  present  at  the  first  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  in  June  and  July  of  1862;  at  the  spirited 
charge  at  Gonzales  station,   Florida,  July  22, 
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1804,  where  the  Seventh  Vermont  received  much 
praise  tor  its  steadiness  and  daring;  and  at  the 
siege  o£  Mobile  and  the  Spanish  Fort,  Alabama, 
in  March,  1865.  While  in  command  of  a  portion 
of  the  skirmish  line  in  front  of  the  fort,  and 
under  cover  of  a  dense  smoke  from  a  tire  started 
by  the  enemy,  which  entirely  concealed  his  move- 
ments from  ihe  Union  generals,  he  was  surprised 
by  a  sortie  from  the  fort  and  made  a  prisoner 
with  twenty  t)f  his  company.  For  his  courage 
and  obstinate  resistance  on  this  occasion  he  was 
commended  by  his  colonel  and  brigade  com- 
mander, and  also  by  the  Confederate  general  in 
command  of  the  fort.  After  a  brief  captivity  he 
was  paroled  at  Vtcksburg  on  the  22d  of  April, 
and  honorably  discharged  by  special  orders  of 
the  war  department,  May  15,  1805.  He  was  a 
good  soldier  and  capable  officer. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service  he 
resumed  his  position  as  cierk  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness. In  1870  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Al- 
bert C.  Tuttle,  under  the  firm  name  of  K.  B. 
Stearns  &  Company.  He  was  associated  in  busi- 
ness with  Mr.  Tuttle  for  about  twenty-rive  years, 
when  Mr.  Tuttle  withdrew  from  the  firm.  A 
few  years  previous  to  his  withdrawal,  \Y.  J.  Hen- 
derson was  admitted  to  the  Hrm.  and  in  1899  Mr. 
Steams  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Henderson, 
reserving  the  right  of  the  firm  name,  and  bought 
out  Beaupre  &  Lowrcy.  being  in  business  for  him- 
self from  that  time  until  his  death,  August  9, 
1902.  Mr.  Stearns  was  president  of  the  Tur- 
lington Retail  Druggists'  Association,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  and  the  Reunion  Society  of  Vermont 
Officers.  He  married,  September  13.  18(14.  Jane 
Augusta  Swan,  daughter  of  Jonah  and  Caroline 
(Story)  Swan;  she  is  still  living  in  Burlington. 

Joseph  Tuttle  Stearns,  son  of  Captain  Riley 
Burdelt  Stearns,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont. July  3,  1874.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  Burlington  high  school,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1892.  He  then  entered  the 
University  of  Vermont,  from  which  lie  graduated 
in  1896.  and  then  entered  Harvard  Law  School, 
and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1899, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  He  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon. 
1).  J.  Foster,  of  Burlington.  Vermont,  with  whom 
he  practiced  law  until  March  1,  lyoo,  when  he 


was  appointed  clerk  of  the  city  court.  He  also 
serves  in  the  capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Chittenden  county,  and  continues  in  active  prac- 
tice of  law.  Mr.  Stearns  is  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Phi  fraternity,  the  Ethan  Allen  Club  and 
the  Vermont  Bar  Association.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  Associate  Alumni  of  the  University  of 
Vermont  ami  secretary  of  the  Waubanakee  Golf 
Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  firm  and  staunch  Re- 
publican, and  is  a  vestryman  111  the  Kpiscopal 
church,  ami  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  St. 
Andrew,  which  is  connected  with  it. 

His  brother,  John  Braiuerd  Stearns,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Vermont,  March  26,  18(19.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  Burlington  high 
school  and  the  University  of  Vermont.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  latter  institution  in  1891,  and  was 
an  instructor  in  chemistry  therein  from  1S91  to 
1896;  assistant  professor  of  chemistry  in  the 
same  institution  in  1898-1899,  and  secretary  of 
the  university  from  1894  to  1896.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Chemical  Society,  die 
American  Association  for  the  advancement 
of  Science,  the  Sigma  Phi  fraternity,  Delta  Mu 
(Medical)  fraternity,  and  the  Waubanakee  Golf 
Club.  His  religions  affiliations  are  with  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  married  on  June  29,  1899.  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Strong  Cooley,  a  daughter  of 
William  Henry  and  Charlotte  (Stoddard) 
Cooley  of  Auburndale,  Massachusetts.  They 
have  one  son,  William  Cooley  Stearns,  born  Au- 
gust 11,  1900. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  HARMAN. 

George  Washington  Harman,  of  Bennington, 
an  accomplished  lawyer  and  successful  man  of 
affairs,  was  l>orn  in  Pawlet,  Rutland  county.  May 
7,  i8u.  His  parents  were  Nathaniel  and  Alice 
(Hascall)  Harman.  He  was  the  sixth  in 
descent  from  John  Harman.  born  in  England 
about  1620,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Hi  rough  his  mother 
he  was  the  seventh  in  descent  from  Governor 
William  Bradford,  of  the  Plymouth  colony. 
Ezekiel  Harmon,  his  grandfather,  removed  in 
1774  to  Pawlet  from  Suffield,  Connecticut,  which 
had  been  the  family  home  for  four  generations, 
and  married  Lydia  Harmon  in  the  following 
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year.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
His  son,  Nathaniel  Harman,  was  admitted  to 
the  Rutland  county  bar  ;n  1803,  and  practiced 
law  for  over  forty  years.  He  was  a  member  ot 
the  council  of  censors  of  1834,  and  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention  in  1830.  He  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace  during  a  long  period,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  lor  his  judicial  ability  and  his  sturdy 
independence  in  the  discharge  of  public  duties. 
He  adopted  that  spelling  of  his  surname  which 
his  inquiries  led  him  to  believe  was  its  correct 
form,  and  it  has  been  followed  by  his  descendants. 

George  W.  Harman  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
also  at  a  local  academy  and  under  a  private 
teacher.  He  roamed  the  forests  with  dog  and 
gun,  and  studied  nature  by  himself  while  he  stud- 
ied law  in  his  father's  office.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Rutland  county  bar  in  1833,  and  practiced 
law  in  that  county  until  1848,  enjoying  a  con- 
stantly increasing  practice.  He  married,  Octo- 
ber 12,  1836,  Miss  Laura  A.  Penfield,  of  Pitts- 
ford,  Vermont,  with  whom  he  lived  for  more 
than  sixty-one  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention  in  1843.  About  Jan- 
uary I,  1848.  he  removed  to  Bennington,  having 
accepted  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Stark 
Bank,  a  state  institution  then  recently  established, 
of  which  Hon.  William  S.  Southworth,  after- 
wards agent  of  the  I-awrence  Manufacturing 
Company,  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  was  president. 
It  continued  in  business  until  1867,  when  its  ex- 
istence ended  by  reason  of  the  national  banking 
act.  Mr.  Harman  remained  in  its  service  to  the 
last,  at  the  same  time  being  engaged  in  an  in- 
creasing law  practice,  and  continuing  his  profes- 
sional work  until  advancing  years  caused  him 
gradually  to  withdraw  from  active  labor. 

As  a  lawyer  he  was  careful,  accurate,  pains- 
taking and  methodical.  His  knowledge  of  the 
statutes  and  decisions  of  his  own  state  was 
unusual.  While  he  adopted  no  special  line  of 
practice,  his  banking  connections  naturally  led 
him  into  corporation,  financial  and  commercial 
litigation.  In  business  matters  he  happily  com- 
bined conservatism  with  progressive  energy.  His 
ability  as  a  framer  of  legal  and  public  documents 
was  well  known  and  acknowledged.  Most  of 
the  leading  manufacturers  and  prominent  busi- 
40  x 


ness  men  of  his  vicinity  found  him  at  one  time 
of  another  their  trusted  counsellor;  and  many 
of  the  statutes  which  affected  the  welfare  01  his 
community  received  their  wording  from  his  pen. 
When  the  Bennington  County  Savings  Bank  was 
organized,  in  1878,  he  became  connected  with  it. 
was  its  treasurer  for  a  numlxx  of  years,  and  it?, 
secretary  until  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was 
active  in  local  matters,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  movement  for  better  schools.  He  luid 
various  town  and  school  offices;  was  the  tirst. 
judge  of  the  municipal  court  of  the  village  ot 
Bennington ;  was  secretary  and  a  director  of  tin- 
Bennington  &  Rutland  Railway  Company  tor 
many  years,  and  until  his  decease. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and 
a  Republican  from  the  organization  of  that  party. 
He  was  fond  of  historical  research  and  made 
many  journeys  to  examine  ancient  records,  so 
that  he  might  be  certain  upon  mooted  points 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Bennington  Historical  Society.  He  was  one  01 
the  founders  of  the  Vermont  State  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, a  vice  president  of  it  for  several  year-, 
not  seldom  its  presiding  officer,  and  always  at- 
tended its  meetings;  being  for  years  one  of  thru* 
venerable  members  whose  annual  presence  the  re 
was  a  continual  inspiration.  With  one  exception 
he  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  bar  in  the  st;it» 
at  he  time  of  his  decease.  He  prepared  several 
historical  papers  for  that  body,  and  was  a  fre- 
quent contributor  on  historical  subjects  to  \ariou- 
local  and  other  journals.  He  was  a  regular  at- 
tendant of  the  Congregational  church.  Down  to 
within  six  weeks  of  his  decease  he  enjoyed  a 
remarkably  vigorous  old  age,  in  full  possession  of 
all  his  faculties  and  able  to  attend  regularly  to 
his  ordinary  business.  He  died  at  his  home 
March  29.  1898,  in  the  eighty-sixth  years  of  his 
age. 

JOHN  M.  S AFFORD. 

John  M.  Safford,  general  insurance  agent  and 
broker,  Burlington,  was  born  September  12.  1846, 
in  Cambridge,  Vermont.  His  great-grandfather, 
Samuel,  was  an  officer  in  the  Continental  army, 
was  prominent  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  and 
was  a  pioneer  of  the  town  of  Bennington,  w  here 
he  died.   The  grandfather,  John  Safford,  was  at 
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the  battle  of  Bennington,  which  occurred  nn  his 
twelfth  birthday,  and  he  helped  guard  the  pris- 
oners. He  was  one  of  the  first  surveyors  and  the 
first  school  teacher  of  Lamoille  county,  and  he 
followed  farming  and  surveying,  dying  at  tin- 
age  of  ninety-six  years 

Madison  SafTord,  the  father  of  John  M.  Sal- 
ford,  was  bom  in  Cambridge,  Vermont,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1809.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  town  and  completed  his  education  at  the 
Plattsburg  (Mew  York)  Academy,  after  which 
he  was  employed  as  a  teacher  for  a  number  of 
years.  Subsequently  settling  on  the  ancestral 
homestead  on  which  he  was  born  and  reared,  he 
thenceforth  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  un- 
til his  retirement  from  active  duties.  He  was 
also  a  surveyor,  and  nearly  all  the  surveying  in 
Lamoille  county  prior  to  the  early  fifties  was 
done  by  his  father  and  himself.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  Rqmblican  in  politics,  held  town 
offices,  and  later  became  a  Prohibitionist.  Ht 
married  Charlotte  Montague,  who  was  born  in 
Cambridge,  August  28,  1808,  and  was  reared 
in  the  family  of  grandfather  John  SafTord,  later 
marrying  the  latter's  son.  They  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  church,  and  took  great 
interest  in  missionary  work.  John  M.  SafTord  has 
a  photograph  taken  at  the  seventieth  anniversary 
of  his  parents'  wedding,  an  occasion  not  often  cele- 
brated, the  father  being  then  ninety-two  and  the 
mother  ninetv-threc.  The  latter  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety-three  years,  and  the  father  died  Decem- 
ber 28,  1902,  aged  nearly  ninety-four.  A  brother 
of  Madison  SafTord  married  a  sister  of  Levi  P. 
Morton,  of  New  York.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Madison  and  Charlotte  SafTord.  William 
"Webb,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  was  a 
teacher  in  the  south  and  in  Indiana.  Samuel  M., 
the  second  son,  married,  in  1863,  Ellen  A.  Hop- 
kins, of  Cambridge.  He  resided  in  Fairfield 
after  his  marriage,  then  in  Arlington  until  1869, 
and  then  moved  to  Cambridge,  where  for  a  year 
lie  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his 
brother.  J.  M.  SafTord,  after  which  he  went  to 
the  home  farm,  where  he  still  lives,  having  ful- 
filled his  filial  duty  to  his  parents  during  the 
de-lining  years  of  their  life.  They  have  nn 
children.  Laura  Augusta,  now  deceased;  married 
Luther  Putnam,  of  West  ford.  Vermont.  The 
fifth  of  the  family  died  in  infancy. 


John  M.  SafTord  lived  on  the  home  farm  until 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when,  inspired 
by  patriotic  impulse,  he  enlisted,  December  25. 
1863,  in  Company  L,  Eleventh  Regiment,  First 
Vermont  Heavy  Artillery.  \\  ith  his  comrades 
he  spent  the  first  winter  aiding  in  the  defense  of 
Washington,  but  m  the  spring,  when  Grant  made 
his  move  on  Richmond,  they  were  made  a  |>art 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  he  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Spottsylvania  and  Cold  Harbor. 
Young  SafTord  remained  with  his  regiment 
through  the  hard  campaign  that  followed,  until 
August,  1864,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  field 
hospital  at  Harper's  Ferry,  later  to  Annapolis, 
thence  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  Vermont,  where  he  remained  until 
January,  1865,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment. 
He  was  discharged  as  commissary  sergeant  of 
his  regiment,  September  25,  1865. 

Returning  home  at  the  close  of  die  war,  Mr, 
SafTord  was  ill  for  two  years,  and  after  his  re- 
covery resumed  his  studies,  taking  a  course  at 
the  Johnson  Normal  School.  Embarking  in  the 
lumber  business  in  1868,  he  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  twenty-three  years.  May  20,  1877,  Mr 
SafTord  met  with  a  severe  financial  loss,  when  his 
.steam  manufacturing  plant,  together  with  house, 
barns  and  other  buildings,  with  their  contents, 
were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  The  mill  was 
rebuilt  that  same  season,  and  house  and  hams 
the  following  spring.  He  resided  in  Cambridge 
until  1891,  when  he  removed  to  Burlington,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Champlam  Manufacturing 
Company,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  two 
years.  He  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in 
1803.  and  has  carried  it  on  with  good  success, 
at  the  same  time  being  employed  in  the  advertis- 
ing department  of  the  Essex  Publishing  Com- 
pany. Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  for  eight  years  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  in  his  native  county.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. He  belongs  to  the  Congregational  church. 
September  15.  1868,  Mr.  SafTord  married  Lo- 
duska  L.  Corse,  who  was  born  in  Cambridge.  Ver- 
mont. April  19.  1846.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Gad  Corse,  who  was  a  native  of  Hebron,  New 
York,  born  Mav  3.  1799:  he  married  Lucetta 
H.  Morey.  a  daughter  of  William  Morex.  who 
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served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2.  Mr.  ant! 
Mrs.  Safford  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
the  youngest  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  arc  Henry  M.  and  Raymond  G.  .Safford. 
Henry  M.  Safford,  born  December  20,  1871,  is 
a  resident  of  Winooski.  He  married,  first,  in 
1891,  Lena  Powell,  of  Burlington,  who  died 
April  4,  1897,  having  borne  him  two  children, 
the  older  of  whom,  Marjorie,  died  at  the  age 
of  six  months,  while  Grace  lived  but  five  weeks. 
He  married,  second,  March  6.  1898,  Julia  Gallup, 
of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  who  died  April' 
16,  19x0,  having  borne  him  one  child,  Morton 
L.,  who  died  when  five  months  old.  He  married, 
third,  May  7,  1902,  Irene  Maynard,  of  Water- 
ville,  Vermont.  Raymond  G.,  the  second  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Safford,  born  October  10,  1876, 
is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

WALTER  M.  WARE. 

Walter  M.  Ware,  one  of  the  foremost  agricul- 
turists of  Putney,  is  a  man  of  great  enterprise, 
good  judgment  and  undoubted  ability.  He  was 
born  in  Townshend,  Vermont,  in  1855,  a  son  °f 
the  late  William  M.  Ware.  Joseph  Ware,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  was 
for  many  years  a  resident  of  Townshend,  Ver- 
mont, where  his  death  occurred  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  died  when 
about  seventy-six  years  old.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing- named  children :  George,  a  business  man 
in  Boston ;  Bradley,  a  cattle  dealer,  resided  in 
Townshend,  Vermont ;  William  M.,  the  father  of 
Walter  M.;  lames;  Charles,  a  grocer  in  Boston; 
Richard,  a  manufacturer;  John,  a  farmer  in 
Wardsboro,  Vermont ;  Frank  was  engaged  in 
seafaring  pursuits;  Eliza  married  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Wratcrtown.  Massachusetts;  Laura  married  Wal- 
ter Evans,  of  Watertown ;  Lucina  married  John 
Haley,  of  Boston :  Elmira  •  and  one  who  died  in 
childhood. 

William  M.  Ware,  a  native  of  Putney,  died 
at  his  home,  in  Townshend,  Vermont,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a  fanner  by 
occupation,  and  a  citizen  of  prominence,  serving 
ably  and  faithfully  in  the  various  town  offices. 
He  married  Clarissa  Harris,  a  daughter  of  Will 


iam  Harris,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Townshend, 
and  into  their  household  the  following  children 
were  born,  namely :  Marcia  married  William 
Loomis,  of  Springtield,  Massachusetts,  by  whom 
she  has  seven  children,  Clifford,  Maud,  Robert, 
Howard,  Ethel,  Edith  and  Carroll  C;  Ellen  L., 
who  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Springfield  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  ;  and  Wal- 
ter M.  The  mother  is  still  living,  an  active  and 
pleasant  woman  of  seventy-four  years. 

Walter  M.  Ware  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Townshend.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
left  school,  and  the  following  year  began  the 
lattle  of  life  for  himself.  Embarking  in  busi- 
ness as  a  teamster,  he  was  engaged  in  freighting 
between  East  Townshend  and  Brattleboro  for 
ten  years,  keeping  busily  employed,  and  accumu- 
lating some  money.  Coming  to  East  Putney  in 
1883.  Mr.  Ware  managed  the  Aplin  farm  on 
shares  for  a  few  years,  then  invested  his  savings 
in  land,  buying  the  Lovell  farm  and  adjacent 
property,  his  estate  comprising  six  hundred  or 
more  acres,  four  farms,  each  with  its  own  build- 
ings and  improvements,  being  consolidated  into 
one.  He  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  the  county,  making  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising  and  dairying.  In  1901  he  raised 
ninety-one  acres  of  com,  and  eighty  acres  of 
oats,  the  largest  crop  of  either  raised  on  any  one 
farm  in  the  state  during  that  year.  He  winters 
on  an  average  two  hundred  cows,  sometimes  the 
number  being  as  high  as  two  hundred  and  fifty ; 
keeps  twenty  horses;  and  employs  from  ten  to 
fifteen  men.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  cattle 
dealers  of  this  section,  last  year  selling  over 
thirteen  hundred  cows,  besides  which  he  fatted 
nearly  one  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  calves,  and 
realized  fully  as  much  on  his  hogs.  He  is  con- 
sidered an  authority  on  all  branches  of  agricul- 
ture, and  his  well  kept  homestead,  with  its  mod- 
ern and  valuable  improvements,  bears  visible  evi- 
dence of  his  thrift  and  good  management. 

Mr.  Ware  married,  first,  in  1876,  Nellie  Hol- 
I  rook,  of  Townshend,  Vermont.  She  died  in 
18%.  Two  children  blessed  their  union,  namely: 
waiter  M.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Alice,  wife 
<>f  Mr.  Woodbum,  who  assists  Mr.  Ware  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Ware  mar- 
ried. s<cond,  December  25,  1890,  Frances  Wit- 
Imr,  of  Westminster,  Vermont. 
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FREDERICK  ELLSWORTH  CLARK,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Frederick  Ellsworth  Clark,  a  well  known 
physician  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  belongs  to  an 
oki  Massachusetts  family.  He  traces  his  ances- 
try five  generations  to  his  great-great-grandfa- 
ther, David  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Ashburnham, 
Massachusetts,  October  19.  1758.  In  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  both  civil  and  military,  he  took  a 
prominent  part,  ami  was  among  the  Revolution- 
ary heroes  who  performed  gallant  service  in  de- 
fending the  principles  to  which  they  were  such 
strong  adherents.  He  married,  July  17,  1791, 
Sarah  Davis,  also  of  Ashburnham,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death.  July  5,  1841.  His  wife  died 
October  10,  1823.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
children. 

Levi  Clark  (twin),  great-grandfather  of  Dr. 
Clark,  was  born  February  15,  1792,  in  Ashburn- 
ham. He  was  a  very  successful  farmer.  H« 
married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Job  and  Mercy 
Pratt,  of  Fitzwilliam,  New  Hampshire,  and  eight 
children  were  born  to  them. 

Luther  Clark,  Dr.  Clark's  grandfather,  son  of 
Levi  and  Abigail  (Pratt)  Clark,  was  born  in 
Ashbnrnham,  March  31,  1822.  He  was  a  very 
popular  man  ami  served  with  distinction  in  the 
Civil  war  with  Company  F,  Twenty-fifth  Regi- 
ment, Massachusetts  Volunteers.  He  was  a 
butcher  bv  occupation,  and  was  the  first  of  that 
trade  in  the  town.  As  a  pioneer  in  this  industry 
Ins  business  was  conducted  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Later  he  was  a  farmer.  He  married,  March  31, 
1841,  Mary  C.  Cory,  daughter  of  Stilman  Cory, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Jennie  (Clark)  Moss- 
man,  now  living  in  Leominster,  Massachusetts; 
Alfred  Francis,  mentioned  hereinafter:  Eliza,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Martin  Davis,  of  Gardner. 
Massachusetts:  John,  now  living  at  Ashburnham; 
Martha.  Mary,  Lucy  and  Georgia,  all  deceased. 
Mrs.  Clark  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  died  November  23,  1870,  at  the 
age  of  fiftv  years.  Her  husband's  death  occurred 
October  31.  190 1,  at  the  age  of  seventy -nine  years. 

Alfred  Francis  Clark,  father  of  Dr.  Clark,  and 
a  son  of  Luther  and  Mary  C.  (Cory)  Clark,  was 
born  February  4.  1842,  in  Ashburnham,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  received  his  education.  Like 
his  father,  he  combined  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 


with  that  of  a  butcher,  until  1875,  when  he  retired 
from  business,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  the 
village  of  Ashburnham.  He  married.  July  27, 
18O2,  Linda  R.,  born  April  23,  1840,  in  Rindge, 
New  Hampshire,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Susan 
(White)  Bixby. 

Mr.  Bixby  was  born  in  Rindge,  New  Hamp- 
shire, January  5,  1803.  and  was  one  of  seven 
children,  Saphronia,  Susan,  Eunice,  Mary,  Julia 
am!  Hitty,  ami  one  brother,  Harrison  Joel  Bixby, 
who  married  Susan  White,  born  in  Methuen, 
Massachusetts,  December  26,  1805.    Joel  and 
Susan  (White)  Bixby  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children:    Aaron,  now  living  at  Ashby,  Massa- 
chusetts; Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Otis 
Pratt,  of  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  where  she 
still  resides:  Julia,  who  resides  in  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts ;  Caroline,  who  married  George 
Humphrey,  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts;  Augus- 
ta, who  married  Austin  Brooks,  of  South  Ash- 
burnham, Massachusetts ;  Susan,  who  became  the 
wife  of  William  Lindley.  now  deceased ;  Martha, 
who  became  the  wife  of  George  A.  Walls,  of 
Fitchburg,    Massachusetts ;    Syntha,  Thomas, 
Charles  and  Linda,  of  Ashburnham,  deceased; 
and  Linda  R..  mentioned  above  as  the  wife  of 
Alfred  Francis  Clark,  and  who  died  April  24, 
1888.  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.   Joel  Bixby 
died  December  10.  1875,  and  his  wife  died  March 
6.  1883.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  F.  Clark  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:    Alice  M. :  Frederick 
F.,  mentioned  at  length  below:  Walter  S.,  de- 
ceased :  and  Nettie  J.  Clark.    In  addition  to  tak- 
ing an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town, 
Mr.  Clark  has  also  aided  in  the  military  affairs 
of  the  state,  having  served  seventeen  years  in  the 
local  militia  company  of  Ashburnham,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  which  town  he  has  always  made  his 
home,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known,  and  in 
which  he  still  resides. 

The  special  subject  of  this  sketch,  Dr.  Fred- 
erick Ellsworth  Clark,  son  of  Alfred  Francis  and 
Linda  R.  (Bixby)  Clark,  was  born  February  1, 
iW*).  in  Ashburnham,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
received  his  education,  graduating  in  1888  from 
Gushing  Academy.  For  the  next  four  years  he 
was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  the  last  two  years 
of  that  time  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at 
Ashland.  New  Hampshire.  During  the  summers 
of  1890  and  1891  he  was  connected  with  the 
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Natural  History  Camp  for  boys,  held  at  Lake 
Cjuinsigimond,  near  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
The  first  year  at  this  camp,  he  was  instructor  in 
manual  training.  The  following  year  he  was 
quartermaster  on  the  colonel's  staff,  with  the  rank 
of  captain.  In  1892  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Vermont,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1894,  the  second  in  a  class 
of  forty-three.  He  was  one  of  the  winners  of  the 
second  cash  prize  of  twenty-five  dollars,  and  also 
received  a  special  honorary  diploma  indicating 
his  high  standing  in  scholarship.  During  the  last 
year  of  his  college  course  he  was  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  J.  B.  Wheeler,  at  the  same  time  engaged 
largely  in  the  hospital  work. 

At  the  end  of  a  year  he  entered  upon  an  inde- 
pendent professional  career,  in  which  he  has  since 
continued  with  success.  His  ability  as  a  physician 
was  soon  recognized,  as  the  positions  of  which  he 
has  since  been  appointed  bear  ample  testimony. 
In  1809  he  was  appointed  instructor  in  gynecol- 
ogy and  obstetrics  in  the  University  of  Vermont, 
which  position  he  held  until  the  following  year, 
when  he  was  given  special  laboratory  work,  and 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  chair  of  pathology  and 
histology.  In  1899  he  was  appointed  medical  di- 
rector of  the  Vermont  Life  Insurance  Company, 
and  both  these  positions  lie  filled  in  a  most  accept- 
able manner.  In  1001  he  resigned  his  positions 
as  instructor  in  gynecology  and  obstetrics,  but  re- 
taining that  of  instructor  of  normal  and  patholog- 
ical histology.  For  six  years  he  has  been  con- 
sulting physician  to  the  Fanny  Allen  Hospital, 
and  for  the  last  two  years  on  the  attending  staff. 
In  addition  to  filling  a  number  of  other  offices, 
he  was  elected  health  officer  of  the  city  of  Bur- 
lington. Vermont,  in  1902. 

Dr.  Clark  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
various  medical  societies,  is  a  mcmlier  of  the  Bur- 
lington Clinical  Society,  the  Vermont  Medical 
Society,  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
the  American  Congress  of  Tuberculosis.  He  is 
a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  the  Ethan  Allen  Club.  He  is  much  interested 
in  benevolent  work,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

Dr.  Clark  married,  August  15.  1895,  Linnic  S.. 
daughter  of  A.  B.  Simond*.  who  was  a  successful 
merchant  of  Williston,  and  also  of  Burlington, 
"Vermont,  now  deceased.    Me  was  the  father  of 


twelve  children:  Amelia,  deceased;  Fred  H. ; 
George,  deceased :  Mary,  deceased ;  Edward  and 
Ellen,  twins,  the  latter  deceased ;  Frank,  de- 
ceased ;  Louise ;  Willis,  deceased  ;  Abraham ;  Isa- 
dors.  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Towle,  of  Brat- 
tleboro.  Vermont .  and  Linnie  S.,  the  youngest, 
mentioned  above  as  the  wife  of  Dr.  Frederick 
Ellsworth  Clark.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Elizabeth  Kelton,  born 
Julv  25,  1898:  and  Linda  Frances,  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  190 1. 

In  the  summer  of  1898  Dr.  Clark  made  an  ex- 
tended tour  abroad,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
spent  some  time  in  England  and  Ireland,  then 
passing  over  to  the  continent  he  visited  Holland, 
Germany,  Austria,  France  and  Switzerland,  this 
trip  being  taken  not  only  as  a  matter  of  observa- 
tion and  sightseeing,  but  also  along  professional 
lines  as  a  means  of  familiarizing  himself  with  the 
methods  in  use  by  the  most  prominent  surgeons 
of  the  old  world. 

Dr.  Clark's  success  is  an  exemplification  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  perseverance  with 
a  definite  purpose  in  view.  When  only  a  boy  in 
school,  he  resolved  to  study  medicine,  and  with 
energy  he  applied  himself  diligently  by  every 
means  in  his  power  to  accomplish  this  end.  By 
economy  and  frugality  he  saved  enough  money 
from  teaching  to  carry  him  through  college.  His 
high  standing  upon  graduating  demonstrated  how 
firm  must  have  been  his  determination  to  stand 
at  the  head  of  his  class,  and  his  success  since  then 
has  seemed  to  indicate  his  further  determination 
to  stand,  if  possible,  at  the  head  and  front  of  the 
profession  which  he  so  ably  represents. 

JOEL  HUNTINGTON  HOLTON. 

Joel  Huntington  Holton,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, was  born  November  15,  1841,  in  Westmin- 
ster, Vermont,  son  of  Erastus  Alexander  and 
Hannah  Erainard  (May)  Holton.  He  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Kenelm,  brother  of  Governor  Ed- 
ward Winslow,  of  the  old  Plymouth  colony.  Mr. 
Holton  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Westminster  and  the  academies  of  Harre  and 
West  Brattlcboro.  In  1857  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  silver-plater  and  continued  in  this  employ- 
ment for  five  years,  when,  prompted  by  his  patri- 
otic impulses,  he  enlisted  August  18,  1862,  as 


630 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


private  in  Company  1,  Twelfth  Vermont  Regi- 
ment, in  which  organization  he  was  promoted 
to  the  grade  of  sergeant,  and  served  until  the 
regiment  was  mustered  out,  July  14,  1863. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  he  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  a  hardware  store  at  St.  Al- 
bans: he  then  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a 
plating  and  saddlery  concern  at  Derby  Line.  In 
187 1  he  removed  to  Burlington,  where  he  formed 
a  co  partnership  to  do  a  wholesale  and  retail 
trade  in  hardware,  saddlery  and  builders"  sup- 
plies, under  the  firm  name  of  Ripley  &  Holton. 
In  1890  Mr.  Holton  became  sole  proprietor,  and 
formed  in  1897  what  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Holton  Hardware  Company,  now  the  most  ex- 
tensive concern  of  its  kind  in  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Holton  was  the  original  promoter  of 
the  Bellows  Falls  and  Saxton's  River  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  and  in  the  interests  of  its  stock- 
holders is  now  ( 1903)  general  manager  of  the 
road. 

A  staunch  adherent  of  Jeffersonian  Demo- 
cracy, he  ha<  taken  an  active  part  in  city  and 
state  politics,  has  been  the  incumbent  of  many 
important  offices,  was  elected  alderman  from  a 
strong  Republican  ward  of  the  city,  defeating 
Hon.  U.  A.  Woodbury,  and  was  nominated  for 
mayor  in  opposition  to  the  Hon.  l\  A.  Wood- 
bury, ile  was  commander  of  Stannard  Tost  No. 
2,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  much  interested  in  Grand 
Army  work.  He  united  with  the  Congregational 
church  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  Ilolton  married.  October  29.  1863,  Kruma 
J.,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Amanda  (Farman) 
Diggins,  of  Westminster,  who  died  June  \(>, 
1881.  Three  children  were  born  to  them:  Frank 
E.,  deceased  :  Harry  Sylvester,  an  insurance  agent 
of  Cohimhus.  Ohio:  and  Susie  May  Holton,  ;i 
teacher  in  the  Bartholomew  School,  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  Holton  was  again  married,  June  2%,  1883, 
to  Kate  E.,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Rebecca 
(Richardson)  Wiley,  of  Westminster. 

DAV  ID  AMES  PERRIN. 

David  Ames  Perrin,  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men  of  White  River 
Junction,  Vermont,  where  he  is  now  serving  in 
the  capacity  of  postmaster,  was  born  July  13, 
1851,  in  Pom  fret,  Vermont.  Chester  Perrin, 
grandfather  of  Da-v  id  A.  Perrin,  was  for  many 


years  a  prominent  resident  of  Rehoboth.  Massa- 
chusetts, whence  he  removed  to  Pom  fret.  Ver- 
mont, being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  town, 
where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  farming 
interests.  He  was  united  in  marirage  to  Olive 
Goff,  and  the  following  named  children  were  born 
to  them:  William.  Peter,  Olive.  Thankful,  Mi- 
nerva, Mary  and  Hannah,  the  last  named  being 
the  only  surviving  child.  Mr.  Perrin's  death 
occurred  when  he  was  between  the  age  of  eighty 
and  eighty-five  years;  his  wife  died  in  the  sev- 
enty-sixth year  of  her  age. 

William  Perrin,  father  of  David  A.  Perrin. 
was  born  at  Pomfret,  Vermont,  and  after  ob- 
taining a  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town  devoted  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. In  1872  he  removed  to  Bridgewater,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  over  twenty  years,  and  being  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  gave  his  hearty  support  to  all 
worthy  enterprises.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republi- 
can, held  a  number  of  local  positions,  the  duties 
of  which  he  discharged  with  faithfulness  and 
efficiency.  Mr.  Perrin  married  Betsey  Pick  ford : 
their  children  are:  David  Ames,  born  July  tv 
185 1,  and  Willard,  born  in  December,  1854.  a 
resident  of  Charles  City,  Iowa,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged as  clerk  of  the  court  of  Floyd  county, 
Iowa  ;  he  married  Bell  Ramsay,  and  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son  were  born  to  them.  The  father 
of  these  children  passed  from  this  life  December 
o,  1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  his 
wife's  death  occurred  in  Pomfret,  \  ennont.  aged 
fifty-seven  years. 

David  A.  Perrin  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Pomfret  and  White  River 
Junction,  having  removed  to  the  latter  name*! 
town  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  During 
his  boyhood  he  entered  upon  his  business  career 
in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk,  working  after  school 
hours,  and  this  line  of  trade  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years.  Later  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  GofT,  and  conducted  a  general 
store  under  the  firm  name  of  Goff  &  Perrin ;  thU 
connection  continued  for  two  years,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  estab- 
lished a  general  store  in  his  own  name,  which 
he  successfully  managed  for  five  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  period  of  time  he  sold  one-halt 
the  interest  of  the  business  to  J.  D.  Wheeler,  and 
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subsequently  disposed  of  the  other  halt  interest 
to  Mr.  Wheeler's  father.  Mr.  Perrin  then  con- 
ducted a  drug  business  for  eight  months,  and  the 
following  three  years,  1886-87-88.  he  was  an 
employe  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  now 
known  as  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  After 
his  resignation  from  this  position  Mr.  I'errin  was 
engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  W  heeler  broth- 
ers, remaining  ten  years,  and  in  1898  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  White  River  Junction  by 
the  late  President  McKinley.  He  served  until 
1902,  when  ho  was  re-appointed  by  President 
Roosevelt,  his  term  of  ofbee  extending  until 
1906.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  ami  auditors 
of  the  White  River  Savings  Dank,  and  his  serv- 
ices have  been  frequently  called  upon  in  the  set- 
tling of  estates. 

Mr.  Perrin  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics 
and  the  educational  affairs  of  the  town,  being  at 
the  present  time  (1903)  chairman  of  the  school 
board,  having  charge  of  twenty-three  schools ; 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  com- 
mittee of  Hartford,  Vermont,  for  eight  years,  and 
has  served  as  delegate  to  various  conventions. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  United  Brethren 
Lodge  No.  21,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Cascadnac  Chapter; 
Vermont  Commandery,  and  Mt.  Sinai  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Myr- 
tle Lodge  Xo.  27,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  passed 
through  all  the  chairs  and  been  noble  grand  of 
that  lodge;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  same  order. 

On  November  17,  1897,  I'errin  was  unit- 
ed in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  L.  King,  who  wa* 
bom  in  West  Rutland,  Vermont,  a  daughter  of 
George  A.  King,  of  West  Lebanon,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Otic  child  has  been  l>orn  to  them,  Maude 
L.  I'errin.  Doth  Mr.  Pernn  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  of  West 
Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  for  which  he  has  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  trustee.  Mrs.  Perrin  is  one  of 
six  children,  fo'ir  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  F.  F-.  King,  of  Hartford.  Vermont, 
Mrs.  F.  K.  Foote,  W.  H.  King,  of  White  River 
Junction,  and  Mrs.  Perrin.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  a  daughter  of  John  Proctor,  a  prom- 
inent resident  of  West  Rutland,  Vermont,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  interested  in  the  marble 
quarries  there.  Her  death  occurred  March  24. 
1902. 


BIRNEY  S.  FULLINGTON. 

Birney  S.  Fullington,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  at  the  present  time  (1903)  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  traveling  salesman  for  the  Wal- 
ker, Stetson,  Sawyer  Company,  dealers  in  small 
wares  and  fancy  goods,  and  Farley,  Harvey  & 
Company,  dealers  in  dry-goods,  covering  the 
field  of  northern  Vermont,  is  a  grandson  of 
Ephraim  and  Sarah  Foster  Fullington.  F.phraim 
Fullington  was  a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Enst 
Cambridge,  Vermont. 

Bradbury  Fullington,  father  of  Birney  S.  Ful- 
lington, was  lxirn  at  East  Cambridge,  Vermont, 
and  acquired  an  excellent  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  In  early  life  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  teaching  school,  but  later  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  town,  where 
he  was  the  owner  of  three  farms  and  other  large 
real  estate  interests.  He  was  very  successful  in 
the  management  and  cultivation  of  his  prop- 
erty, from  which  he  derived  a  large  amount  of 
income,  and  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  influential  farmers  of  that  section  <»f 
the  state.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his  political 
sentiments,  and  served  his  township  in  the  various 
offices  within  its  gift.  Mr.  Fullington  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Electa  Walbridge,  and  the  follow- 
ing named  children  were  born  to  them  :  Birney 
S. ;  Harrington  (  ".,  engaged  in  farming  011  the 
old  homestead  in  East  Cambridge,  and  who  mar- 
ried for  his  first  wife  Miss  Foote.  ami  tor  his 
second  Miss  Badger;  Eugenia  M.,  widow  of  Dan- 
iel W.  Green,  who  was  a  practicing  lawyer  at 
Ligonicr,  Indiana;  Mary,  who  was  engage.!  a-  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  and  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-five  years;  Sarah,  wife  of  Dr.  JI.  U. 
Jones,  a  physician  and  druggist  of  Industry.  Kan- 
sas, where  they  now  reside  with  their  familv  <pf 
three  children.  Mr.  Fullington  died  at  the  a^e 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  her  age. 

Bimev  S.  Fullington  was  born  in  East  ( 'nn- 
bridge.  Vermont,  in  1845,  and  was  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  the  district  school,  where  he  obtaine  f 
a  practical  education.  In  his  eighteenth  yvar  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I'.,  Thirteenth  Vermont  Vol- 
•intcirs.  under  the  command  of  Colonel  l\  V. 
Randall,  and  received  his  baptism  of  fire  at  <  «<- 1- 
tysburg.  when  his  regiment  executed  the  famous 
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flank  movement  on  Pickett's  advancing  column. 
After  his  term  of  enlistment  expired  he  returned 
home  and  attended  a  term  of  school  at  Willis- 
ton,  after  which  he  again  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  joining  Company  M,  First  Ver- 
mont Cavalry,  then  on  duty  at  Hancock's  head- 
quarters. He  purchased  his  equipments  and 
horse,  a  beautiful,  gamy  and  speedy  Vermont 
Morgan,  and  owing  to  the  speed  of  his  horse 
and  his  own  personal  appearance  he  was  selected 
for  orderly  duty;  he  was  with  the  column  of 
•cavalry  that,  under  command  of  General  Kil- 
patrick,  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  liberate 
the  Union  prisoners  at  Richmond  in  1864.  Five 
days  before  the  battle  of  Appomattox  was  fought 
Mr.  Fullington  became  separated  from  his  com- 
mand in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  and  by  mistake 
Tode  into  a  retreating  column  of  rebels,  by  whom 
lie  was  almost  captured,  a  bullet  grazing  his  up- 
per lip  as  he  escaped.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
cavnlrv  for  eighteen  months,  after  which  period 
lie  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  regiment. 
He  w  as  then  a  student  for  two  terms  at  a  school 
in  Johnson  under  the  competent  instruction  of 
Mr.  S.  H.  Pearl,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
fie  left  his  native  town  and  took  his  way  west- 
wan  I  in  company  with  the  star  of  empire.  He 
was  employed  as  a  spare  man  on  a  supply  train 
bound  for  the  newly  discovered  mines  near 
Helena,  Montana,  from  Atchison  via  Ogdcn  and 
Salt  lake  City.  They  tarried  a  few  days  at  Salt 
lake  City,  Utah,  where  they  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  and  hearing  Brigham  Young,  and  after 
three  months  on  the  trail  the  train  reached 
Helena. 

After  serving  in  various  capacities  Mr.  Ful- 
lington accepted  an  offer  from  his  cousin,  Will- 
iam Reynolds,  agent  of  the  Southern  Mail  and 
Express  Company,  to  take  charge  of  a  station 
at  Phranagat,  Nevada,  at  seveaty-five  dollars  per 
■  month.  On  the  organization  of  the  county  he 
was  elected  superintendent  of  public  instruction ; 
he  also  erected  a  building  and  rented  it  for  county 
offices,  but  finally  removed  to  White  Pine,  another 
mining  town,  and  sold  lumber  for  three  hundred 
dollars  per  thousand  feet.  For  a  short  period  of 
time  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk,  but  soon  be- 
came a  merchant,  and  prospered  while  White 
Pine  was  a  mining  emjK>rium,  which  was  two 
years.    He  was  offered  a  half  interest  in  "The 


Little  Emma  Mine,"  but  being  incredulous  of  its 
worth  he  refused  the  offer,  and  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  a  fortune.  After  five  years' 
remarkable  experience  of  the  dangers,  vicissi- 
tudes and  excitements  of  pioneer  life,  he  returned 
to  Johnson,  in  187 1,  a  wiser  if  not  a  richer  man. 
In  the  same  year  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Fullam,  Safford  &  Chadwick,  dealers  in  small 
wares,  fancy  goods  and  underwear,  and  this  con- 
nection was  continued  for  four  years.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Chadwick,  his  father-in-law,  Mr. 
Fullington  acted  as  the  commercial  traveler  of 
the  firm  for  fourteen  years,  and  since  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period  of  time  he  has  traveled  for 
Walker,  Stetson,  Sawyer  Company,  and  Farley 
Harvey  &  Company.  He  is  very  successful  in 
his  business,  and  is  a  man  of  warm  sympathies, 
broad  and  liberal  views  and  generous  impulses, 
lie  is  a  prominent  member  of  Waterman  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Johnson,  Ver- 
mont. 

In  1871  Mr.  Fullington  married  Helen  M. 
Chadwick.  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  C.  C.  Chad- 
wick, of  Johnson,  Vermont,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred in  1885.  In  1891  Mr.  Fullerton  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Carrie  M.  Freeman,  a  resident  of 
Johnson.  By  the  first  marriage  there  are  two 
sons:  Harry  C.  married  Miss  Maude  Swift; 
they  resided  in  Glendale,  Massachusetts,  and  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Mary  and  Birney; 
Christopher  Chadwick  graduated  from  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1902  and  Tuck  School  of  Ad- 
ministration and  Finance  in  1903.  By  the  pres- 
ent marriage  the  following  named  children  were 
born:  Walbridge  B. ;  Helen  E.;  Hallard  D., 
who  in  loot  received  an  injury  from  which  he 
died,  at  the  age  of  three  years ;  Lloyd  H. ;  and 
Mabel  Carrie. 

LEROV  FRANKLIN  ADAMS. 

The  history  of  a  state  as  well  as  that  of  a  na- 
tion is  chieflv  the  chronicle  of  the  lives  and  deeds 
of  those  who  have  conferred  honor  and  dignity 
upon  society.  The  world  judges  the  character  of 
a  community  by  that  of  its  representative  citi- 
zens, ind  yields  its  tribute  of  admiration  and  re- 
spect for  the  genius,  learning  or  virtues  of  those, 
whose  works  and  actions  constitute  the  record 
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of  a  slate's  prosperity  and  pride ;  and  it  is  in  their 
character  as  exemplified  in  probity  and  benevo- 
lence, kindly  virtues  and  integrity  in  the  affairs 
of  life,  that  we  are  ever  afforded  worthy  examples 
for  emulation  and  valuable  lessons  of  incentive. 
To  a  student  of  biography  there  is  nothing  more 
interesting  than  to  examine  the  life  history  of  a 
self-made  man,  and  to  recognize  those  traits  of 
character  which  have  enabled  him  to  pass  on  the 
highway  of  life  many  of  the  companions  of  his 
youth,  who  at  the  outset  of  their  careers  were 
more  advantag<x>usly  equipped  or  endowed.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  has,  through  his  own  exer- 
tions, attained  an  honorable  position  and  marked 
prestige  among  the  representative  men  of  the 
Green  Mountain  state,  and  it  may  be  consistently 
said  that  he  is  the  "architect  of  his  own  fortunes," 
and  one  whose  success  amply  justifies  the  appli- 
cation of  the  somewhat  hackneyed,  but  most  ex- 
pressive title,  "a  self-made  man." 

I*roy  Franklin  Adams  is  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  of  the  town  of  Brattleboro,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  famous  hostelry  known  as  the 
Brooks  House,  and  which  under  his  management 
sustains  a  most  excellent  reputation  as  a  commer- 
cial and  family  hotel,  ami  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  K.  Crosby  &  Company,  large  dealers 
in  flour,  grain  and  feed.  Mr.  Adams  can  look 
back  on  his  lite  with  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  the  coni]>etencv  which  he  has  accumulated 
is  the  result  of  his  own  qualities  and  superior  busi- 
ness judgment.  He  is  a  genial,  popular,  whole- 
souled  gentleman,  and  as  such  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  know  him. 

Mr.  Adams  was  born  in  the  town  of  Marl- 
boro, Vermont.  April  2^,  1846,  and  there  was 
reared  amid  tile  refining  influences  of  a  good 
home,  and  given  an  excellent  education  in  the 
district  and  select  schools  of  that  community  and 
of  Wilmington.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  C.  11.  Smith,  at  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts, with  whom  he  was  associated  for  three 
years.  In  if<7  >  lie  located  at  Brattleboro.  where 
he  became  associated  with  the  clerical  force  of 
Mr.  Fdward  Crosl  y.  in  the  flour  and  grain  busi- 
ness. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Adams  was  filled  with 
many  vicissitudes  and  struggles,  but  he  kept  up  a 


good  spirit,  and,  gradually  acquiring  valuable  ex- 
perience and  developing  good  judgment,  he 
fought  his  way  to  the  front,  and  for  many  years 
has  licen  considered  one  of  the  best  financiers  in 
his  section.  When  he  first  became  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Crosby  &  Company,  he  performed  the 
manual  labor  about  the  house  for  a  period,  then 
receiving  promotion  to  the  position  of  book- 
keeper. His  intimate  knowledge  of  the  methods 
used  by  the  firm,  coupled  with  an  aptitude  which 
developed  in  the  salesroom,  led  to  his  being  given 
an  interest  in  the  firm  and  his  subsequent  selec- 
tion as  its  traveling  representative,  and  in  this 
latter  position  he  operated  with  great  success  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  October,  1872,  he  married 
Ella  H.,  daughter  of  his  employer,  Mr.  Edward 
Crosby.  In  the  year  1884  a  company  was  formed 
bv  business  men  of  Brattleboro,  of  which  Mr. 
Edward  Crosby  was  president  and  the  leading 
spirit,  to  carry  on  a  cattle  business  in  Dakota,  and 
Mr.  Adams  acted  in  the  capacity  of  general  man- 
ager of  this  company  for  three  years,  with  head- 
quarters at  Sturgis,  South  Dakota.  In  1887  Mr. 
Adams  resigned  his  position  and  returned  to 
his  native  state,  where  he  resumed  his 
active  connection  with  the  firm  of  E.  Crosby  & 
Company,  then  as  now  doing  the  largest  whole- 
sale business  in  this  section  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont. The  hotel  venture  was  undertaken  in  com- 
pany with  his  partner,  Mr.  E.  C.  Crosby,  in  1889. 
when  they  purchased  the  property  from  the  ex- 
ecutors of  the  George  Brooks  estate.  It  has 
since  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
Crosby  &  Adams,  which  firm  immediately  re- 
modeled the  hotel  and  made  many  valuable  im- 
provements. During  his  partner's  necessary  ab- 
sence from  Brattleboro  in  connection  with  exten- 
sive railroad  interests  in  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ad- 
ams has  had  general  management  of  the  hotel 
interests. 

In  the  social  and  civil  life  of  the  community 
Mr.  Adams  has  been  honorably  and  prominently 
connected,  having  served  three  years  as  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  education,  and  having  re- 
peatedlv  refused,  on  account  of  lack  of  time,  to 
enter  the  honorable  body  of  selectmen.  In  politi- 
cal affiliation  he  acts  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  on  the  all  absorbing  topic  of  the  liquor  ques- 
tion is.  with  his  partner,  fearless  in  opposition 
to  high  license,  a  significant  proof  of  which  is 
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the  firm's  refusal  to  take  out  license  for  the  hotel 
under  the  new  law.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  consistent 
and  valued  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
of  Brattlehoro,  and  one  of  the  society's  board  of 
trustees.  He  is  a  member  of  Brattlehoro  Lodge 
No.  102,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Fort  Dummer  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.F  and  Beausant  Commandery.  K.  T. 

Mrs.  Ella  (Crosby)  Adams  died  January  27. 
1890.  leaving  five  children,  viz. :  Fred  C,  clerk  in 
the  People's  National  Bank  at  Rrattleborn,  and 
who  married  Miss  Ruth  Hunt,  a  daughter  of 
Frank  Hunt,  of  Brattlcboro;  George  K. ;  Ruth 
I.. :  Crosby  ;  and  Ella  C.  Mr.  Adams  married  for 
his  second  wife  in  1899,  Helen  M.,  daughter  of 
S.  H.  Emerson,  of  Brattlehoro.  By  this  mar- 
riage one  child,  Edith,  has  been  born. 

The  Adamses  have  long  been  residents  of  the 
state  of  Vermont.  Lucius  F.  Adams,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  having  been  born  in  Marlboro,  June 
18,  1816.  He  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  his 
time,  and  a  man  of  influence  and  worth  in  the 
community.  He  died  in  Brattlehoro  in  1881,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  was  Clor- 
inda  Winchester,  the  daughter  of  Carlcv  P.  Win- 
chester, of  Marlboro.  She  died  August  19.  i8<>o. 
also  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  having  l»ecn 
the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest.  I^oren  M.,  the  second  son, 
married  Cora  Gilson:  Helen  became  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Smith;  and  Lucius  W.  was  the  youngest  son. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a  man  whom  Brattlelxiro  could 
not  well  dispense  with.  He  is  constant  in  his 
endeavors  in  the  line  of  her  progress,  and  is 
recognized  as  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  meas- 
ures calculated  to  prove  of  Inmcfit  to  the  city 
along  any  of  the  lines  that  contribute  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  men 

MOSES  J.  JONES. 

Moses  J.  Jones,  who  for  the  past  three  years 
has  been  acting  in  the  capacity  of  superintendent 
of  the  Matthews  Consolidated  Slate  Company's 
quarries,  situated  at  Poultncv,  Vermont,  and  in 
New  York  state,  was  Ijorn  in  Wales,  March  12, 
1842.  the  grandson  of  John  Jones,  who  was  a 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  Anlissey.  North 
Wales,  and  an  active  churchman  of  the  Calvin- 
istir  Methodic  faith.  John  Jones  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Elizabeth  <  famih  name  unknown), 


and  their  children  were:  John,  Hugh,  Richard, 
Edward.  James,  Elizabeth,  Martha  and  Margaret 
Jones.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his  widow 
passed  away  when  she  had  attained  the  same  age. 

John  Jones,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Jones,  and  father  of  Moses  J.  Jones,  was  born 
in  Anlissey,  North  Wales,  where  he  was  reared 
and  received  his  education,  but  upon  attaining 
young  manhood  removed  to  Carnarvonshire, 
where  he  resided  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease. 
He  identified  himself  with  the  industrial  and 
commercial  affairs  of  the  community,  and.  like 
his  father,  was  prominently  and  actively  asso- 
ciated with  church  matters.  He  married  Ellen 
Williams,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them : 
Moses  J.,  William  J.,  and  Edward  Jones.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died,  and  Mr.  Jones 
again  married,  and  to  him  were  born  two  son*. 
Owen  and  Thomas. 

William  J.  Jones,  second  son  of  John  and 
Ellen  Jones,  is  a  United  States  appraiser  in  the 
custom  house  at  New  York  city,  a  stone  cutter 
by  occupation,  having  been  engaged  in  the  budd- 
ing of  the  state  capitol  at  Albany,  New  York. 
He  was  formerly  a  prominent  resident  of  Knn- 
sen,  New  York,  where  he  served  in  the  oaj»acity 
of  supervisor.  He  married  Sarah  Hughes,  and 
one  son  has  been  bom  to  them.  I  Jr.  David  Jom-s. 
who  is  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  New  York  city.  Edward  Jones,  voting- 
est  son  of  John  and  Ellen  Jones,  was  a  rt-pre- 
sentative  citizen  of  Wales,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  n>)2,  leaving  one  child  surviving. 

Moses  J.  Jones,  eldest  son  of  John  and  I  ■'.Urn 
Jones,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
country.  Wales,  but  after  attaining  his  seven- 
teenth vear  he  removed  to  Salem.  New  Y<-rk, 
where  lie  resided  for  six  years.  In  1S72  he 
settled  in  Poultncv.  Vermont,  and  since  that  time 
has  made  that  city  his  permanent  residence.  He 
betran  his  business  career  with  the  firm  of  <  .ninth 
X  Nathaniel,  then  served  for  seventeen  vear*  as 
superintendent  of  Anld  &  Conger  C<mipany's 
slate  quarries,  later  became  associated  with  J  l_ 
Creswell  in  the  operation  of  quarries  at  P««u1t- 
ney.  under  the  firm  name  of  Creswell  &  Jones. 
He  continued  his  connection  with  this  firm  until 
luoo.  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Matthews  Consolidated  Slate  Corn- 
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pany's  quarries,  which  arc  situated  at  Poultney 
and  also  in  the  state  of  New  York,  having  under 
his  personal  supervision  between  seventy-five  and 
eighty  employes.  Mr.  Jones  has  retained  this 
position  up  to  the  present  time  O903),  and  by 
his  kind  and  considerate  treatment  of  the  men 
under  his  charge  has  gained  their  good  will  ana 
confidence. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Jones  is  a  firm 
advocate  of  the  policy  of  the  Republican  party, 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  com- 
mittee for  several  years,  and  sat  as  delegate  in 
various  conventions.  He  served  as  first  select- 
man (or  officer  of  the  members  of  the  board) 
of  the  town  and  village  of  Poultney  for  thirteen 
years.  In  his  candidacy  for  the  office  of  select- 
man he  met  with  great  opposition,  but  after  a 
spirited  contest  defeated  his  opponent  by  a  vote  of 
three  hundred  and  eighty-four  to  two  hundred 
and  one.  His  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  office 
were  of  such  an  impartial  character,  and  he  prac- 
ticed them  with  such  conservative  and  praise- 
worthy judgment,  that  he  won  the  admiration  and 
friendship  of  those  who  had  been  his  most  bitter 
opponents  during  the  campaign.  During  the 
high  license  campaign  in  1902  he  was  active  and 
useful  in  its  advocacy  among  the  Welsh  popula- 
tion, and  aided  materially  in  the  adoption  of  the 
present  license  registration  law.  Mr.  Jones  is 
a  prominent  member  of  various  Welsh  societies, 
and  was  grand  treasurer  of  the  grand  lodge  of 
the  American  True  Ivorites,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Efcearifob  held  at  Poultney  in  1902,  and  he  is  a 
valued  and  regular  contributor  to  various  Welsh 
presses.  He  is  also  prominently  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Morn- 
ing Star  Lodge  No.  37,  V.  &  A.  M.,  Poultney 
Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M.,  Morning  Star  Coun- 
cil No.  10.  R.  and  S.  M.,  Killington  Commandcry 
No.  6,  K.  T..  of  Rutland,  and  Mt.  Sinai  Temple. 
N.  M.  S.,  of  Montpelier.  He  is  also  a  prominent 
Odd  Fellow,  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  sub- 
ordinate lodge,  was  treasurer  of  the  gran. I  lodge, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  encampment. 

Mr.  Jones  married  Jane  Knun.  who  was  1>orn 
on  the  Isle  of  Man.  Their  children  were :  John, 
deceased.  William,  who  married  Kate  Morris, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  Morris,  and  to  them  was 
born  a  daughter.  Ceiuwen  Jones.  Emily,  wife 
of  Paul  Koss,  who  was  l>oni  at   Potiltnev.  in 


i860.,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  city,  and  in  the  Troy  Conference  Acad- 
emy and  Middlebury  College,  after  which  he  pur- 
sued a  one  year  course  iti  the  Rutland  English 
Classical  Institute.  Mr.  Ross  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  W.  Rowland,  at 
Poultney,  but  abandoned  this  project  in  order  to 
accept  his  present  position  of  postmaster  of  Poult- 
ney, to  which  he  was  appointed  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent McKinley  in  1897,  and  was  rc-appointed 
by  President  Roosevelt  in  1901.  He  has  also 
served  as  town  clerk,  superintendent  of  schools 
and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Poultney  Chapter,  Killington  Com- 
mandcry, and  Master  of  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
Free  and  .Accepted  Masons.  The  following 
named  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rn^: 
Raymond  Jones,  Emerson  P>.,  Paul  M.  and  Lester 
D.  Ross.  Edward  Jones,  youngest  child  of  Moses 
J.  and  Jane  Jones,  married  Maggie  Morris, 
daughter  of  Charles  Morris,  of  Poultney.  and 
their  son.  Moses  Jones,  became  assistant  post- 
master of  Poultney,  and  he  married  Jane  Hughe*, 
.laughter  of  Robert  Hughes,  of  Poultney.  and 
two  children  have  been  lx>rn  to  them  :  Moses  and 
Jane  Jones. 

Moses  J.  Jones  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Nettie  L.  Jones,  of  Raccville,  New  York. 
No  children  have  been  born  of  his  marriage. 

GEORGE  L.  STOW. 

George  L.  Stow,  a  scholar  and  lawyer  of  fine 
attainments  and  great  natural  ability,  who  has 
been  likened  in  many  respects,  by  his  colleagues, 
to  Mr.  Edward  J.  Phelps,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
a  distinguished  and  eminent  lawyer,  and  es- 
T'nite.l  States  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  James, 
was  born  October  10.  185 1,  at  Grafton.  Massa- 
chusetts, the  son  of  John  Adams  and  Margaret 
Sophia  Stow. 

John  Adams  Stow,  father  of  George  L.  Stow, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  town  of  Grafton,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  acquired  a  common  school 
education.  Being  reared  upon  a  farm,  which 
had  been  in  the  family  name  one  hundred  years, 
and  even  to  this  day  so  remains,  his  natural  in- 
clinations were  to  follow  that  occupation,  but 
in  addition  to  this  industry,  he  was  also  a  me- 
chanic, and  for  a  number  of  years  worked  at 
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the  trade  of  shoemaker.  lie  was  interested  in  all 
movements  that  had  for  their  object  the  im- 
provement and  development  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resided  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Margaret 
Sophia  Fay,  daughter  of  Antipas  and  Margaret 
(Willard)  Fay.  One  child  was  .born  to  them, 
George  L.  Stow. 

George  L.  Stow  obtained  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  Burlington  high  school,  and  this  was 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  University  of 
Vermont,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1873.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Wales  &  Taft,  the  latter 
named  being  the  late  chief  judge  of  the  Vermont 
supreme  court,  and  later  he  pursued  a  one  year 
course  in  the  Harvard  Law  School.  He  was  ad- 
mitted, in  1875,  to  the  Guttcndcn  county  bar, 
-and  the  same  year  located  at  Barre,  Vermont, 
where  he  became  useful  and  successful  in  his 
practice,  winning  well  deserved  recognition  as  a 
■capable  and  conscientious  practitioner.  In  1880 
Mr.  Stow  removed  to  Chelsea,  Vermont,  and  for 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  engaged 
in  active  professional  labor  in  that  vicinity.  His 
practice  consists  principally  of  a  civil  character, 
feeing  almost  entirely  devoted  to  real  estate 
transactions,  in  his  political  views  Mr.  Stow 
adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  served  in  the  capacity  of  state's  attorney  for 
Orange  county,  Vermont,  during  the  year  1892. 
He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  State  Bar. 
Association,  and  the  Orange  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation. 

On  August  18,  1884,  Mr.  Stow  married  Mrs. 
Laura  A.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Emery 
and  Laura  Olivia  (Fairbanks)  Rice,  and  the  wid- 
ow of  Deacon  Aaron  Davis. 

ALMOND  ELMER  RURDICK,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Burdick,  familiarly  known  as  Dr.  E.  A. 
Burdick,  general  practitioner  of  Winooski.  Ver- 
mont, is  a  grandson  of  Cornelius  Van  Ness  Bur- 
dick, who  was  a  prominent  resident  of  Fletcher, 
Vermont,  and  for  a  number  of  years  successfully 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  stonemason :  Liter 
he  removed  to  West  ford,  Vermont,  where  he  re- 
sided for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  acquired 
a  comfortable  competence  in  the  pursuit  of  the 


same  line  of  trade.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  White,  and  thirteen  children  were  born 
to  them,  eleven  of  whom  arc  living  at  the  present 
time  (1902).  Mr.  Burdick's  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 

Wellington  Burdick,  father  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Bur- 
dick, was  born  in  Fletcher,  Vermont,  and  after 
acquiring  a  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  was  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years  in  agricultural  pursuits ;  he  then 
removed  to  Canada,  where  he  was  interested  in 
the  lumber  trade  for  a  short  period  of  time;  he 
then  returned  to  the  state  of  Vermont,  settled  in 
Hyde  Park,  and  again  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  After  remaining  in  that  town  for  some 
years  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  still  resides,  and  assumed 
the  responsible  position  of  manager  of  an  ex- 
tensive feed  store.  Mr.  Burdick  married  Miss 
Lodica  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Fairfax,  Ver- 
mont ;  her  mother,  Polly  Wood,  was  a  native  of 
Watcrvillc,  Vermont.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living :  Dr.  Almond  E.  Burdick ;  and  Irving  A. 
Burdick,  a  resident  of  Nashua,  New  Hampshire. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Dr.  Almond  E.  Burdick  was  born  in  Cam- 
bridge, Vermont,  October  27,  1868.  and  his  early 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  various  cities  in  which  his  parents  resided. 
Subsequently  he  settled  in  Winooski.  Vermont, 
and  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  effi- 
cient prcceptorship  of  his  uncle,  Dr.  John  L.  F. 
Burdick,  one  of  the  eminent  physicians  of  Wi- 
nooski, who  was  born  in  Ira,  Rutland  county, 
Vermont,  December  16,  1824,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 11,  1897.  (A  full  sketch  of  his  career  i* 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.)  After  pursuing 
the  regular  course  of  preparation  with  his  uncle. 
Dr.  Burdick  attended  the  lectures  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont  and  assisted  his  uncle  with  the 
duties  of  his  large  and  lucrative  practice  up  to 
the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  latter.  He  then 
assumed  charge  of  the  practice,  which  extended 
over  the  area  of  Burlington,  Winooski  and  the 
surrounding  county,  also  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  health  officer  of  the  town  and  attending  phy- 
sician at  the  Fanny  Allen  Hospital.    In  addition 
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to  his  large  practice  Dr.  Burdick  has  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  horses,  being  the  owner  of  a  number 
of  blooded  animals,  some  of  which  have  made 
fine  records.  Dr.  Burdick  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  also 
served  as  venerable  consul  for  a  number  of 
years  of  the  Woodman  of  America.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Winooski  fire  department,  having 
served  as  chief  engineer  for  a  number  of  years. 
Dr.  Burdick  is  one  of  the  most  affable  of  men,  has 
made  many  friends,  and  is  highly  esteemed  for 
his  admirable  characteristics,  as  well  as  for  his 
marked  ability  as  a  physician. 

HEBER  A.  JACKSON. 

Among  those  citizens  of  Waterville,  Vermont, 
who,  during  a  long  and  unusually  active  career, 
have  been  important  factors  in  the  development 
of  the  political  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
town,  stands  prominently  Hebcr  A.  Jackson,  who 
was  born  in  Montgomery,  Vermont,  November 
9,  1846. 

James  Jackson,  grandfather  of  Hcber  A. 
Jackson,  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  New  Hamp- 
shire, acquired  a  practical  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  later  in 
life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  town 
of  Swanton,  Vermont.  Here  he  married,  and  the 
following  named  children  were  born:  Arnold; 
Martha,  who  became  the  wife  of  Calvin  May- 
nard;  and  Horace  Jackson. 

Horace  Jackson,  father  of  Heber  A.  Jack- 
son, was  born  in  Swanton,  Vermont,  in  October, 
t8oi,  attended  the  village  school,  where  he  ob- 
tained his  education,  and,  being  reared  upon  a 
farm,  he  chose  that  occupation  for  his  life  work 
upon  attaining  young  manhood.  Subsequently 
he  removed  to  Montgomery,  Franklin  county, 
Vermont,  and  his  entire  time  and  attention  were 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
his  farm.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Maria 
Barber,  a  daughter  of  Job  and  Sarah  Royce  Bar- 
ber, a  sister  of  ex-Governor  Stephen  Royce.  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town 
of  Berkshire,  Vermont,  and  an  active  participant 
in  the  war  of  1812.  The  children  of  Horace  and 
Maria  (Barber)  Jackson  were:  Sarah,  Lucy, 
Rufus,  Reuben,  Edna,  Edwin  and  Heber  A. 
Jackson.    The  father  of  these  children  died  at 


his  home  in  Montgomery.  Vermont,  March  12, 
1881,  aged  eighty  years;  his  widow  is  living  at 
the  present  time  (1903),  having  attained  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  ninety-four  years. 

Heber  A.  Jackson  received  the  limited  edu- 
cational advantages  afforded  by  the  district 
schools  of  that  day,  but  this  was  supplemented 
by  lessons  in  the  school  of  exjjerience  and  by  wise 
and  discriminate  reading  of  good  literature^ 
which  has  kept  him  well  informed  in  current 
events  as  well  as  the  vital  questions  of  the  day. 
On  September  10,  1863,  being  then  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Ninth 
Regiment,  Vermont  Volunteers,  which  was  or- 
ganized at  Enosburg,  Vermont,  and  commanded 
by  Colonel  Ripley.  After  nine  months'  service 
with  this  regiment  he  was  discharged  July  2, 
1864,  but  later  joined  Company  G,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment, Vermont  Volunteers.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  and  joined  the 
regiment  at  Chapin's  farm ;  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Sailor's  Creek,  the  two  battles  in  front 
of  Petersburg  and  in  various  minor  engagements, 
where  he  displayed  both  courage  and  bravery. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Jackson  returned 
to  Eden,  Vermont,  where  for  two  years  he  en- 
gaged in  the  wood  business,  after  which  he  re- 
moved to  North  Hyde  Park,  Vermont,  where  he 
became  financially  embarrassed  to  the  amount  of 
eight  hundred  dollars,  owing  to  the  illness  and 
death  of  his  wife.  The  following  five  years  he 
engaged  in  peddling  during  the  summer  months, 
and  in  the  lumber  business  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  but  after  the  expiration  of  this  period 
of  time  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  latter  in- 
dustry. He  purchased  an  extensive  timber  tract, 
which  he  had  cut  up  and  converted  into  lumber, 
for  which  he  found  a  ready  sale  in  the  nearby 
markets.  He  operated  this  tract  extensively  for 
many  years,  and  ever  since  that  period  has  been 
more  or  less  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  trade.  In 
connection  with  this  enterprise  he  has  dealt  largely 
in  horses  and  wagons,  purchasing  the  animals  in 
the  Boston  markets  and  disposing  of  them  to  the 
farmers  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  He  resides  upon 
a  farm  in  the  town  of  Waterville,  which  was  for- 
merly owned  by  the  late  Judge  Luke  Poland,  and 
a  portion  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  its  cultivation 
and  improvement.  He  has  accumulated  a  hand- 
some competence  from  these  various  enterprises, 
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which  will  enable  him  to  spend  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  in  ease  and  comfort,  and  this  result 
was  brought  about  by  his  careful  and  sagacious 
management,  his  energy  and  executive  business 
ability. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Jackson  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  been  chosen  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  serve  in  the  majority  of  the  local 
offices :  in  1892  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
state  legislature,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  chair- 
man of  the  land  tax  committee ;  he  also  filled  a 
similar  position  in  the  yeai  itfyX,  served  as  dele- 
gate to  various  county  and  state  conventions  of 
his  party,  anil  in  19x32  was  elected  senator  from 
Lamoille  county,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  federal  relations  and  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  highways  and  military  affairs.  He 
is  a  prominent  member  and  ex-conunandcr  of 
Carpenter  Tost  No.  100,  G.  A.  R.,  ami  a  mem- 
ber of  Warren  Lodge.  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons. Mr.  Jackson  has  always  taken  a  keen  in- 
terest in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  up- 
building of  the  town,  and  is  ever  ready  to  give 
of  his  time  and  money  to  the  furtherance  and  sup- 
port of  all  worthy  enterprises. 

On  January  31.  1868,  Mr.  Jackson  married 
Bathsheba  Stone,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them.  Elmer.  Asa  and  Herman  Jackson,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  1874.  aged  thirty  years.  Mr. 
Jackson  married  for  his  second  wife  Electa 
Wheeler,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Olga,  wife  of  Rollo  Thomas,  a  prosper- 
ous agriculturist  of  Johnson.  Vermont ;  and  Cas- 
sic,  a  student  in  the  Hakerstield  Academy. 

CHARLES  W.  HOWARD,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Howard,  of  Shoreham, 
Vermont,  rq>rescnts  an  old  New  England  fam- 
ily of  distinction,  and  his  wife  is  a  representative 
of,  a  Scotch  family  of  great  historical  import- 
ance The  Howard  family  name  in  England  ap- 
pears originally  in  the  forms  of  Haward  and 
Hay  ward.  The  American  branch  of  the  family, 
bearing  the  name  of  Howard,  was  planted  by 
three  brothers  who  came  from  England  in  1635, 
and  of  these,  William  settled  in  ("harlestown. 
Massachusetts,  Thomas  in  Duxbury.  Massa- 
chusetts, and  John  in  New  Jersey. 


William  Howard  (i),  from  whom  descended 
Dr.  Charles  W.  Howard,  was  a  proprietor  and 
a  grantee  of  land,  and  a  deputy  of  the  general 
court.  He  married  Margery,  whose  family  name 
is  unknown.  Jonathan  (2),  son  of  W  illiam, 
came  to  his  death  by  accident.  He  married 
Sarah,  a  daughter  oi  Richard  Thayer,  and  they 
lived  in  Braintree,  Massachusetts.  Benjamin 
(3),  eldest  child  of  Jonathan,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  Arnold.  Their 
son  Joseph  (4)  married  Sarah  Wild,  and  their 
son  Stephen  (  5)  was  born  January  15,  1 737. 

Stephen  (5)  lived  in  braintree,  Massachu- 
setts. He  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  his  name 
appears  as  a  private  and  minute-man  on  the  roll 
of  Captain  Joel  Fletcher,  April  19,  1775.  He 
subsequently  served  four  other  enlistments,  his 
]>eriod  of  service  amounting  to  live  years.  He 
married  Ruth  Dinsmore.  Of  their  children,  Abi- 
Jah  (6)  was  a  farmer  and  served  in  the  militia, 
and  died  in  Windham,  Vermont.  He  married 
Abigail  VVillard,  and  their  children  were  Wil- 
lard  (7),  to  be  further  referred  to  hereinafter, 
and  Levi.  Levi  lived  in  Windham,  Vermont,  and 
was  a  farmer ;  he  married  Paulina  Hastings,  and 
their  children  were  Lyman,  Harriet,  Luther.  Em- 
ma, George  and  Nellie. 

Willard  Howard  (7).  eldest  son  of  Abijah 
and  Abigail  (Willard)  Howard,  was  born  in 
Grafton,  Vermont.  He  was  a  fanner  in  Wind- 
ham, where  he  died,  and  he  owned  an  extensive 
farm.  He  was  a  man  of  high  standing  in  the 
community,  and  was  called  to  several  local  offices. 
He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  became  a  Re- 
publican when  the  latter  party  was  organized 
in  1856.  He  married  Sarah  Page,  who  was  born 
in  Rindge,  New  Hampshire,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  children  named  as  follows :  Charles 
Willard,  to  lie  written  of  below ;  Harlan  Page, 
a  farmer  at  Windham,  where  he  died,  married 
Sarah  Smith,  and  their  children  were  Eva  ami 
Maud;  Henry,  who  became  superintendent  of 
a  large  cattle  ranch  in  New  Mexico,  married 
Emma  Whiteman  ;  Augusta,  who  married  Lewis 
Richardson,  a  farmer,  of  Acton,  Massachusetts, 
and  their  children  were  Harlan,  Charles,  Sarah, 
\lvin  and  George;  Amelia,  youngest  child  of 
Willard  and  Sarah  (Page)  Howard,  became  the 
wife  of  Luther  Chapman. 

Charles  W  illard  Howard  (8).  eldest  son  of 
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Willard  and  Sarah  (Page)  Howard,  was  Iwni 
December  4,  1846,  in  Windham,  Vermont,  where 
he  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  was  prepared  tor  college  in 
Chester  Academy,  and  in  1868  entered  Middle- 
bury  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
honors.  He  studied  for  his  profession  in  tin- 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, from  which  he  received  his  degree  in  1874. 
The  next  year  he  devoted  to  further  professional 
studies  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Eddy,  of 
Middlcbury,  and  the  year  following  he  was  en- 
gaged in  hospital  practice  in  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut. In  1870  he  kwated  in  Shoreham,  Vermont, 
and  entered  upon  a  practice  in  which  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  to  the  present  time,  f  J  is 
standing  in  his  profession  is  attested  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  one  of  the  medical  state  license  censors. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Addison  County 
Medical  Society,  in  which  he  still  holds  member- 
ship, and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society. 

Dr.  Howard  is  a  man  of  acknowledged  stand- 
ing and  influence  in  the  community,  and  he  has 
frequently  occupied  positions  in  which  he  has 
afforded  services  of  signal  usefulness  in  its  ma- 
terial and  moral  concerns.  The  struggles  of  hi.- 
own  youth  in  the  acquisition  of  an  education 
bred  in  him  a  genuine  sympathy  for  a  younger 
generation,  and  he  has  ever  been  zealously  and 
intelligently  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cational institutions.  From  1883  to  1897  he  \va- 
town  superintendent  of  schools,  and  for  three 
years  was  a  member  of  the  countj  board  of  edu- 
cation. Without  political  aspiration,  he  has  been 
elected  to  various  local  offices,  and  served  con 
tinuously  from  i88r  to  the  present  (1903),  a 
period  of  twenty-two  years,  as  town  clerk,  and 
as  town  treasurer  for  one  year.  He  lias  ever 
been  a  staunch  Republican.  He  is  an  attendant 
of  the  Congregational  church.  The  only  fraternal 
society  with  which  he  is,  connected  is  the  Delta 
Cpsilon  college  fraternity. 

Dr.  Howard  was  married  November  28,  1876. 
to  Miss  Charlotte  X.,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  I>. 
ami  Xaomi  (Tv.pj>er)  Douglas,  and  ot  this  union 
a  daughter  Florence,  wa>-  born,  February  i> 
1879 

Mrs.  Howard  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
th«-  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  a*. 


is  also  her  daughter,  whose  eligibility  is  based 
upon  eight  lines  of  Revolutionary  ancestors.  Mrs. 
I  loward  is  also  a  member  of  the  Colonial  Dames 
of  Vermont,  and  is  registrar  of  Hands  Cove 
Chapter,  of  Orwell.  She  came  from  that  Douglas 
family  which  had  its  origin  in  Scotland.  Sir 
William,  of  Clan  Douglas,  was  father  of  Sir 
Archibald  Douglas,  who  was  one  of  the  Scottish 
partisans  of  King  Henry  III.  The  American 
branch  of  the  family  was  planted  by  Deacon  Will- 
iam Douglas  (1),  born  in  Scotland  in  1610,  who 
came  in  1640,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
at  New  London,  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
prominent  in  church  and  town  affairs.  He  mar- 
ried Ann  Mattle  in  1636,  and  came  with  two 
children,  Ann  and  Robert,  to  Cajx*  Ann,  then  to 
lioston  (where  his  son  William  (3)  was  born), 
later  to  Ipswich,  and  finally  to  New  London,  Con- 
necticut. He  was  a  man  of  much  importance 
in  civil  and  church  affairs,  and  received  a  large 
grant  of  land  for  special  services.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  general  council  at  Hartford  as  a 
commissary  during  the  Indian  war,  and  was  dep- 
uty general  of  the  court  at  Hartford.  He  was 
a  deacon  in  the  church,  and  he  died  in  New  Lon- 
don in  1685.  Deacon  William  Douglas  (3)  mar- 
ried Abiah  Hough,  and  their  son.  Deacon  Will- 
iam (4),  married  Sarah  Proctor,  and  lived  at 
New  London  and  Plainneld.  Their  son  James 
(5),  born  in  Plainheld  in  1711,  was  a  farmer;  he- 
was  also  a  teacher,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Rachel 
Marsh,  opened  the  first  school  in  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut. Their  son,  James  Marsh  (6).  born  in 
1746,  married  Rhoda  Hurnham,  a  sister  of  Judge 
Uurnham,  of  Litchfield.  In  1784  James  Marsh 
Douglas  removed  with  his  family  to  Cornwall, 
Vermont,  where  he  was  a  fanner ;  he  died  in 
1790,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until  1822.  Their 
children  were  Flias,  John.  P.eiiaiah.  Humham 
and  James.  Henejah  (7).  liorn  in  1780.  was  a 
successful  farmer  at  Cornwall.  Vermont.  He 
was  a  colonel  of  Vermont  militia,  and  declined 
a  commission  as  general  on  account  of  deafness. 
He  married  Saloma  Scott,  and,  second,  Elizalx-th 
Preston,  born  in  1787.  Their  son.  Edwin  Benejah 
1  S).  was  born  at  Cornwall.  Vermont,  in  1813,  and 
was  a  succssful  farmer  in  Shoreham,  where  he 
•  lied,  January  12,  1901.  He  married  in  1843,  Nao- 
mi Tupper,  born  in  1823,  and  died  March  22. 
hjoo.  She  was  a  most  estimable  woman,  a  devoted 
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wife  anJ  mother,  and  a  real  home-maker.  Their 
children  were :  Xorman  Benajah,  who  served  in 
the  Civil  war ;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Davis  Collins ;  Charlotte  Naomi, 
born  July  15.  1849,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Charles  Willard  Howard;  Francis  Edwin,  born 
in  1852  :  .Marcia  Ann,  burn  in  1855  ;  Amia  Louise, 
born  in  1858. 

HENRY  C.  CLEVELAND. 

Hon.  Henry  C.  Cleveland,  of  Coventry,  Or- 
leans county,  has  inherited  in  marked  degree  the 
fine  managerial  and  financial  capabilities  of  his 
father,  Hon.  Elijah  Cleveland,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  men  of  his  day.  Elijah 
Cleveland  was  born  in  Hanover,  New  Hamp- 
shire, June  29,  1795.  He  came  to  Coventry  about 
1824,  and  was  for  more  than  a  half  century  after- 
wards the  most  enterprising  man  the  village  con- 
tained. A  shoemaker  by  trade,  the  year  after  his 
coming  he  purchased  from  Calvin  &  Darnel  Har- 
mon a  small  stock  of  goods,  and  upon  this  small 
foundation  he  built  a  large  mercantile  business, 
in  which  he  continued  for  many  years.  In  1825 
he  also  built  an  ashery,  and  began  the  making 
of  pearlish,  then  the  most  important  article  of 
manufacture  in  that  region.  In  1827  he  built  the 
first  grist  mill,  in  1829-30  the  Congregational 
church,  and  in  1837  a  starch  factory,  which  was 
at  the  time  an  enterprise  of  vast  importance. 

He  had  thus  demonstrated  his  useful  activity 
in  the  establishment  of  industrial  concerns  which 
were  of  advantage  to  the  entire  community,  and 
these  led  him  into  the  conception  of  larger  plans, 
in  which  he  became  the  acknowledged  leadci. 
About  the  time  his  starch  factory  was  well  in  op- 
eration, the  necessity  for  a  road  between  Cov- 
entry and  Newport  became  apparent,  and  Mr. 
Cleveland  took  the  contract  for  its  making,  a 
distance  of  six  miles,  through  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. It  was  an  arduous  undertaking,  but  the 
work  was  completed,  and  in  excellent  manner, 
and  Coventry  had  taken  another  forward  step. 
Mr.  Cleveland  was  now  well  prepared  for  the 
most  important  undertaking  with  which  he  was 
associated.  i'io  Passumpsic  railroad.  When  its 
building  was  first  broached,  he  enlisted  heartily 
in  the  project,  and  made  a  liberal  contribution 
to  the  beginning  of  the  work  at  White  River 


Junction.  He  was  made  one  of  the  managers  of 
the  company,  and  was  its  secretary  from  1845 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  when,  of  all  the  orig- 
inal managers,  only  one,  E.  Raymond,  survived 
him.  He  had  lived  to  see  the  road  firmly  estab- 
lished, the  country  through  which  it  ran  devel- 
oped and  enriched,  and  his  personal  fortune  added 
to.  And  yet  more  his  colleagues  were  free  to 
accord  to  him  the  larger  share  of  praise,  affirm- 
ing that  the  success  which  attended  the  Passump- 
sic railroad  was  due  in  largest  degree  to  his 
sound  judgment,  his  financial  aid  in  time  of  ex- 
tremity, and  his  constant  and  indefatigable  ef- 
forts. Though  interested  in  other  enterprises, 
this  was  the  special  object  of  his  attention,  and 
he  guarded  and  fostered  it  at  every  turn  and  in 
every  extremity. 

It  was  said  of  Mr.  Cleveland,  by  those  who 
knew  him  most  intimately  through  association 
with  him  in  large  affairs,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
unusual  excellence  of  judgment.  He  was  a  man 
of  few  words,  but  he  possessed  the  faculty  of 
presenting  his  views  with  clearness  and  concise- 
ness, and  yet  with  an  earnestness  and  persistence 
born  of  honest  conviction.  His  opinons  were 
formed  after  careful  thought  and  as  full  investi- 
gation as  possible,  and  his  conclusions  were  uni- 
formly sound,  commanding  confidence  and  en- 
suring the  active  co-operation  of  those  about  him. 

Sagacious  in  all  business  affairs,  constantly 
moved  by  a  lofty  sense  of  public  spirit,  and  the 
soul  of  integrity  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fel- 
lows, Mr.  Cleveland  was  frequently  called  to  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust.  In  1827,  for  two  years 
after  his  coming  to  Coventry,  he  was  chosen 
town  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  he  served  in  that 
twofold  capacity  for  seven  years.  He  liecame  a 
selectman  in  1836  and  served  again  in  the  same 
capacity  in  1856.  From  1834  to  1836  he  was  as- 
sistant judge  of  the  county  court.  In  1839  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  town  in  the  legislature, 
and  was  returned  to  that  body  for  two  years 
following  ami  again  in  1846.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  state  constitutional  convention  in  1857 .  In 
1836  he  was  a  state  senator.  In  all  the*-* 
various  stations  he  served  with  great  use- 
fulness to  his  constituency,  and  with  high 
credit  to  himself.  In  his  later  years  he  was  some- 
what weakened  bv  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  liis 
great  affliction  was  a  partial  loss  of  si^ht.  He 
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was  necessarily  less  active  in  the  public  ga."*e,  bnt 
he  maintained,  almost  until  his  death,  an  ad- 
visory association  with  the  interests  which  had 
principally  engaged  his  attention  during  his  phe- 
nomenally long  and  active  career. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Cleveland  deeply  arretted 
the  entire  community,  by  whom  he  was  held  in 
affectionate  esteem  for  his  nobility  of  character 
and  usefulness  of  life.  He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, and  he  left  two  children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage, Henry  C.  and  Charles  }'...  the  latter  oi 
whom  resides  in  Newport. 

Henry  C.  Cleveland,  eldest  son  of  Klijah 
Cleveland,  was  born  October  1  s,  1831,  in  Cov- 
entry, in  the  house  in  which  he  lias  ever  since 
resided.  He  began  his  studies  in  the  district 
schools,  and  pursued  advanced  courses  in  the 
academies  in  Craftsbury  and  St.  Johnsbury. 
With  ample  preparation  in  an  educational  way. 
he  early  entered  upon  business  association  with 
his  father,  whose  characteristics  and  capabilities 
he  inherited.  From  the  beginning,  young  Cleve- 
land was  his  father's  trusted  and  confidential  as- 
sistant in  all  his  various  undertakings,  and  the 
relationship  between  them  was  peculiarly  intimate, 
remindful  rather  of  that  of  brothers  than  of  father 
and  son,  and  was  maintained  until  the  death  of 
the  parent,  whom  the  son  eventually  succeeded  in 
various  important  positions.  Upon  the  death  of 
the  senior  Cleveland,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Cleveland 
was  elected  to  succeed  him  in  the  secretaryship 
of  the  Passumpsic  Railroad  Company,  in  which 
capacity  he  yet  continues  to  serve.  His  capa- 
bilities as  a  sagacious  financier  had  long  before 
found  appreciative  recognition,  and  he  entered 
upon  his  duties  with  such  entire  familiarity  that 
the  conduct  of  the  business  gave  no  evidence  of 
a  change  of  management.  Mr.  Cleveland  also 
k-camc  a  director  in  the  National  Bank  of  New- 
port, another  position  for  which  he  was  peculiarly 
well  qualified  not  only  by  his  fine  business  quali 
ties,  hut  by  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  general 
condition  of  the  financial  world  and  of  the  com- 
munity and  neighborhood.  He  also  became  in- 
terested in  the  various  other  enterprises  which 
had  claimed  the  attention  of  his  father,  and  in 
which  he  had  already  borne  an  important  part. 
Mr.  Cleveland  ha-  also  been  conspicuously  useful 
in  many  important  public  positions  to  which  he 
has  been  called  bv  the  people,  and  to  the  duties 
4t  x 


if  which  he  brought  the  same  sagacity  and  in- 
tegrity which  characterized  him  in  his  personal 
dealings.  He  has  served  as  town  treasurer  and 
selectman  and  in  other  local  offices.  In  1888 
he  represented  Coventry  in  the  assembly,  and  in 
1890  he  was  elected  to  the  senate  from  Orleans 
county.  Jn  190 1  he  was  elected  associate  judge 
of  Orleans  county  for  a  four  years'  term. 

While  thus  busied  with  official  duties  in  vari- 
ous corporations  and  under  the  municipal  and 
state  governments,  Mr.  Cleveland  has  never  lost 
his  keen  delight  in  rural  pursuits.  The  owner  of 
a  splendidly  improved  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  its  management  is  his  constant  care, 
making  a  specialty  of  breeding  Devonshire  cat- 
tle. He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  So- 
ciety, and  his  political  affiliations  have  always 
been  with  the  Republican  party.  Since  arriving 
at  the  age  of  manhood  he  has  been  a  member  of 
Memphremagog  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Artillery  Guard,  Ver- 
mont Militia. 

Mr.  Cleveland  was  twice  jnarried.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Rosetta  Daley,  of  Coventry,  who 
l»ore  him  two  children.  He  subsequently  married 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Greenwood,  of  Lowell,  Vermont, 
and  of  this  marriage  were  born  three  children,  o£ 
whom  is  now  living  a  son,  Walter  Cleveland. 

CLEMENT  F.  SMITH. 

Clement  F.  Smith,  of  Morrisville,  Vermont, 
president  of  the  State  Dairymen's  Association, 
has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful men  of  the  state  through  his  deep  and  intelli- 
gent interest  in  dairying  and  stock-breeding. 
While  he  has  thus  been  highly  instrumental  in 
the  promotion  of  these  important  sources  of  pros- 
perity, he  has  also  rendered  to  the  general  public 
services  of  peculiar  usefulness  in  official  positions 
in  the  commonwealth  and  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  the  state,  horn  in 
Morristown,  July  29,  1856.  He  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  pursued  ad- 
vanced studies  in  the  People's  Academy  in  Mor- 
risville. At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  triar- 
ried,  and  soon  afterwards  purchased  the  paternal 
farm,  upon  which  he  made  a  payment  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  his  entire  earnings,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  ten 
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thousand  dollars  out  of  the  fruits  of  his  labors. 
This  fine  tract,  known  as  the  Laporte  Farm, 
which  has  since  then  been  in  his  ownership  and 
under  his  management,  is  justly  famed  as  one 
of  the  most  highly  cultivated  and  productive  in 
all  Vermont.  Pleasantly  located  on  the  Stowe 
road,  three  miles  from  Morrisville,  it  contains 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  of  which 
sixty  are  under  cultivation  and  in  meadow,  forty 
are  in  pasture,  and  the  remainder  in  sugar  or- 
chard and  woodland.  The  soil  is  a  clay  loam, 
equally  adapted  to  corn  or  hay.  h  has  not  only' 
been  maintained  unimpoverished,  but  its  produc- 
ing power  has  been  actually  doubled  through  a 
wise  rotation  of  crops  and  intensive  cultivation. 
But  little  grain  is  sown,  and  one-half  (thirty 
acres)  of  the  farm  tract  proper  is  given  to  corn 
of  the  San  ford  variety,  which  is  planted  two 
years  in  succession,  and  is  cut  with  a  harvester. 
The  meadow  produces  two  crops  each  year,  princi- 
pally of  clover.  The  entire  product  of  the  farm 
is  used  for  feeding  the  dairy  and  stable  stock, 
and-  the  silo  system  is  utilized  for  the  preservation 
of  feed.  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  earliest  in 
the  state  (the  third)  to  adopt  ensilage,  and  his 
recently  erected  silo  is  a  model  of  its  kind  in 
construction  and  dimensions.  Circular  in  shape, 
it  is  thirty-four  feet  in  height  and  twenty-four 
feet  in  diameter,  with  a  capacity  of  more  than 
three  hundred  tons,  and  with  its  four  thicknesses 
of  boards  and  an  equal  number  of  paper  it  is 
impervious  to  frost.  The  barns,  stables  and  sheds, 
are  all  of  the  most  substantial  and  attractive  char- 
acter, and  are  exceptionally  complete  in  all  their 
appointments. 

Devoting  his  attention  principally  to  dairying, 
Mr.  Smith  maintains  the  largest  business  in  that 
line  in  the  county,  and  one  which  is  unsurpassable 
in  the  state.  I  lis  cattle  herd  numbers  a  full  hun- 
dred head,  more  than  two-thirds  of  which  are 
registered  and  high-grade  Jersey  cows  ami  heif- 
irs.  and  al!  are  kept  in  Mich  cleanliness  that  tuber- 
culosis has  l>een  unknown  among  them.  The 
milk  product  is  remarkable  for  quality  and  quan- 
tity. The  cows  and  mdk-produoing  heifer <  yield 
an  average  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  to 
three  hundred  and  forty  pounds  of  butter  each 
per  annum,  and  in  one  year  the  milk  of  six  cows 
yielded  tour  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  each.  A 
!)<•  I  aval  separator  is  used  in  butter-making,  and 


the  butter  is  eagerly  sought  in  Boston  and  other 
large  cities,  at  the  highest  creamery  prices. 

Mr.  Smith  also  keeps  some  horses  and  colts, 
including  a  number  of  choice  Lamberts  of  the 
Hambeltonian  strain,  and  a  score  or  more  of 
Ohio  Chester  and  Jersey  Red  swine.  In  all  these 
classes,  and  particularly  in  milch  cattle,  his  ani- 
mals have  been  awarded  many  prizes  at  county 
fairs,  and  his  exhibits  have  stimulated  in  marked 
degree  the  cattle  industry  all  through  his  section 
of  the  state.  Mr.  Smith  gives  his  earnest  personal 
attention  to  the  conduct  of  his  farm,  and  has  four 
men  continually  in  service,  and  this  number  is 
trebled  during  the  cropping  and  harvesting  sea- 
sons. He  also  transacts  an  extensive  business  in 
marketing  farm  and  dairy  machinery.  In  190^ 
his  sales  amounted  to  sixteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  indications  were,  early  in  1903,  that  this 
amount  would  be  increased  twenty-five  per  cent 
in  that  year.  Among  the  articles  handled,  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  the  De  Laval  separator,  of 
ivhich  he  has  sold  more  than  one  hundred  an- 
nually. Thoroughly  progressive  along  all  lines 
of  his  calling,  he  also  conducts  a  private  experi- 
ment station,  which  has  long  been  recognized  as 
a  public  benefit. 

While  the  foregoing  affords  a  reasonably 
clear  idea  of  Mr.  Smith's  personal  career,  some- 
thing more  is  to  be  said.  In  recognition  of  his 
surpassing  ability  as  a  farmer  and  dairyman  and 
of  his  worth  as  a  man,  he  has  been  called  to  vari- 
ous positions  wherein  he  was  enabled  to  ad  vane: 
the  general  interests  of  the  farmers  and  stock- 
breeders of  the  state.  In  1895  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  State  Dairymen's  Association, 
and  re-elected  in  1896.  He  was  the  first  master 
of  Lamoille  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and 
for  five  years  he  has  been  overseer  of  the  state 
Grange.  In  1894  he  represented  Morristown  in 
the  state  legislature,  and  in  that  body  was  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  special  committee  on 
tuberculosis,  and  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
agriculture.  In  IQ02  he  was  presented  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  senate;  he  consented  with  great  re- 
luctance to  the  use  of  his  name,  and  made  no 
canvass  whatever,  yet  so  great  was  his  popularity 
that  he  was  defeated  by  only  three  votes.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  pronounced  advo- 
cate of  temperance.  He  is  a  Methodist  in  religion 
and  has  been  a  steward  in  his  church  from  his 
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twentieth  vear,  and  is  now  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday-school.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  edu- 
cation, and  has  been  for  some  years  past  a  trustee 
of  the  People's  Academy,  to  which  he  commits 
the  education  of  his  children.  His  personality 
is  marked  by  all  those  traits  which  become  the 
model  citizen,  and  he  is  held  in  deep  respect  for 
his  natural  abilities,  unswerving  integrity  and 
public  spirit. 

He  was  married  September  25,  1878,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Mark  P.  and  Rhuhamah 
A.  (Stevens)  Burnham,  of  Enfield,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Of  this  marriage  were  born  seven  children : 
Mabel  C,  Lily  A.,  Grace  B..  Rhuhamah  M., 
Alice  B.,  Mark  B.  Smith  and  Francis. 

GENERAL  MERRITT  BARBER. 

General  Merritt  Barber,  of  Watervliet,  New 
York,  a  distinguished  soldier  of  the  Civil  war 
and  the  war  with  Spain,  comes  of  an  old  and 
honored  New  England  ancestry.  He  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Samuel  Barber,  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1680.  and  died  in  1725,  whose  wife  was 
Mercy  Holcomb,  born  in  1682  and  died  in  1787. 
Their  son  Samuel,  a  physician,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1714,  and  died  January  13,  1797;  he 
married  Sophronia  Humphrey,  who  was  born  in 
1722  and  died  in  1752.  Among  the  seven  chil- 
dren horn  to  Dr.  Samuel  and  Sophronia  (Hum- 
phrey) Barber  was  Joseph,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut  in  1744.  He  was  the  first  of  his 
family  to  settle  in  Vermont.  He  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  later 
in  the  Revolution  he  received  honorable  recogni- 
tion of  his  patriotism  and  courage.  He  settled 
in  Bennington  on  a  farm  now  known  as  the  Bar- 
ney stock  farm,  and  there  he  passed  his  remain- 
ing days.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  and  ability, 
and  his  name  appears  on  the  second  list  of  in- 
habitants of  Vermont  when  the  boundary  line 
Ixlween  that  state  and  New  Hampshire  was  de- 
fined. He  came  to  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years,  by  a  fall  from  a  horse.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  his  first  wife  bore  him  twelve  chil- 
dren. His  second  wife  was  Leah  G rover,  who 
was  born  in  Pownal,  Vermont,  in  1750. 

Benjamin,  son  of  Joseph  Barber,  was  born  in 
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Pownal,  October  16,  1777,  where  he  died  Jan- 
uary 11,  1837,  after  living  a  successful  life  as  a 
farmer.  He  married  Sybil  Andrews,  who  was 
born  in  the  village  named,  November  30,  1774, 
a  daughter  of  Noel  Andrews,  who  was  a  pros- 
perous farmer  and  miller,  and  the  pioneer  of  his 
name  in  that  region ;  he  died  June  30,  1820.  Two 
children  were  born  to  Benjamin  Barber:  Benja- 
min, further  referred  to  below ;  and  Sally,  born 
August  18,  i><04.  The  latter  married  Joseph 
Kimball,  and  both  were  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  are  now  deceased. 

Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sybil  Bar- 
ber, was  born  November  24,  1808,  in  Pownal. 
He  began  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  entered  Williams  College,  from  which,  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  before  completing  his 
studies.  He  returned  to  the  homestedd  farm, 
which  he  cared  for  until  his  death,  January  12, 
i8qi.  He  married  Caroline  Wright,  who  was 
born  in  Pownal,  August  27,  1809,  and  died  in 
1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Both  the  Barber  and  Wright  families  were  of 
English  ancestry.  John  Wright,  born  in  1570, 
a  knighted  soldier,  married  Martha,  a  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Garaway  Knight,  all  of  Knight's 
Bridge,  Essex  county,  England.  Their  son,  Dea- 
con Samuel  Wright,  was  born  in  1600,  in  Spring- 
field. Massachusetts,  arid  lived  and  died  (October 
17,  1665)  in  the  same  house.  The  lineal  descent 
from  him  was  Samuel,  born  in  the  same  place, 
in  1630;  Joseph,  born  in  Charlestown,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1657;  Samuel,  born  in  1693,  also  in 
Charlestown;  Charles,  born  in  Pownal,  Vermont, 
January  5,  1718;  Josiah,  born  in  the  same  place, 
March  14,  1752,  and  died  there,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man.  and  served 
nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  governor's  coun- 
cil. Samuel,  son  of  Josiah  Wright,  was  a  physi- 
cian. He  married  Sally  Angel,  who  was  born  in 
Powral.  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
She  was  a  woman  of  very  small  stature,  wanting 
two  rnches  of  being  four  feet  in  height.  Tt  was 
necessary  to  make  for  her  a  special  chair,  and 
oik-  of  these  is  now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  her 
(lescendan»s.  Dr.  Oscar  Barber.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Abitha  and  Lucy  Bennett. 
Captain  Bennett  was   a    Revolutionary  soldier, 
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commander  of  the  Cheshire  County  Guards,  and 
he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Samuel  and 
Sally  (Angel)  Wright  were  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children,  among  whom  was  Caroline,  the 
mother  of  General  Merritt  Barber. 

Benjamin  and  Caroline  (Wright)  Barber 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two, 
General  Merritt  Barber  and  Dr.  B.  Oscar  Barber, 
are  living ;  two  are  deceased,  Andrew,  who  was 
a  merchant  in  Dalton.  Massachusetts,  where  he 
died  in  1891 :  and  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Marcus  Whipple,  of  Pownal,  Vermont,  who 
died  in  1855. 

General  Merritt  Barber  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools,  and  prepared  for 
college  under  the  tuition  of  Chester  A.  Arthur, 
who  was  afterward  president  of  the  United 
States.  He  graduated  from  Williams  College, 
Massachusetts,  in  1857,  and  during  two  years  of 
his  course  was  a  fellow  student  with  James  A. 
Garfield,  the  martyred  president.  He  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  A.  B.  Gardner,  in  Ben- 
nington, Vermont,  and  graduated  from  the  Ohio 
State  and  Union  Law  College  in  1859.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Bennington  county  at  the 
June  term  of  court  the  same  year,  and  at  once  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his 
native  town.  He  was  assistant  clerk  of  the  Ver- 
mont house  of  representatives  during  the  sessions 
of  i860,  1861  and  1862,  including  the  special 
session  of  the  latter  year  which  provided  troops 
to  help  suppress  the  rebellion. 

His  brilliant  military  career  began  with  his 
enlistment  as  a  private  in  Company  E,  Tenth 
Vermont  Regiment,  June  2,  1862,  and  he  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  his  conijMuiy  Au- 
gust 7,  following.  He  was  promoted  to  cap- 
taincy of  Company  B.  same  regiment,  June  17, 
1864.  December  31,  1864,  he  was  commissioned 
by  the  president  as  captain  and  assistant  adjutant 
general,  United  States  Army,  and  assigned  to 
duty  in  such  cajracity  with  the  Vermont  Brigade. 
He  participated  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  the  Antietam  campaign  of  1862;  the  Gettys- 
burg and  Mine  Run  campaign  of  1863;  the  Wil- 
derness campaign  of  1864.  and  with  Sheridan  in 
the  Shenandoah  in  the  same  year,  having  been 
wounded  at  Fisher's  Hill,  September  22.  He 
was  present  at  the  storming  of  Petersburg,  April 


2,  at  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek,  Apnl  6.  and  ~: 
surrender  of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox,  Afr 
9,  1865.   He  was  also  with  his  command  at  Dc 
ville,  Virginia,  in  the  rear  of  Johnston's  arr 
when  it  was  surrendered,  thus  having  had  pan  :• 
the  surrender  of  both  of  the  principal  artist ' 
the  Confederacy.    He  was  honorably  tnusttrr. 
out  of  service,  September  19,  1865,  and  snbe- 
quentlv  received  three  brevets, — that  of  major 
United  States  Volunteers,  October  19,  1864.  "f  ■ 
having  borne  himself  with  distinguished  gafir 
try  in  every  engagement  since  May  5.  i8fy  (*■'- 
ticularly  in  the  engagement  at  Cedar  Creek,  W- 
ginia;"  that  of  captain  United  States  Yolnntrc- 
March  2.  1867,  '  for  gallant  and  meritorious  «r 
ice  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness ;"  and  tto;  ' 
major  United  States  Volunteers,  same  date  "•" 
gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  hattk 
Cedar  Creek,  Virginia." 

With  this  splendid  record,  on  the  reennrr: 
dation  of  Hon.  F.  E.  Woodbridge.  merabr  : 
C  ongress,  he  was  appointed  and  commisii^ 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Sixteenth  Infantry.  Lt- 
ted  States  Army.  February  23,  1866,  and 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  on  the  same 
He  was  adjutant  of  his  regiment  from  Februr 
15,  1868.  to  April  30,  1872  ;  was  promoted  to  or- 
tain.  March  4,  1879 :  was  commissioned  tmi  " 
and  assistant  adjutant  general,  June  iQ. 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel.  AngiN  - 
1890.  to  colonel.  November  15.  1896.  and 
appointed  brigadier  general  of  volunteer*  in  W 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain  1  - 
onel  Barber  was  stationed  at  New  York  an 
the  beginning  of  hostilities  he  was  assigw:  • 
duty  in  the  Philippine  Islands  in  the  capant- 
assistant  adjutant  general  on  the  staff  of 
General  (  His.  and  after  his  departure,  on  the  *  j 
of  General  McArthur.   His  services  were  <v  " 
spicuous   usefulness,   adding   another  «pl«>" 
chapter  to  his  brilliant  achievements  during 
Civil  war  period.    After  two  years,  wxn  &  '" 
by  constant  exposure  and  arduous  applicator 
duty,  he  was  ordered  home.    Returning  bv  ««• 
Japan  and  China,  it  was  his  fortune  to  bee ^>  • 
actor  with  the  small  military  forces  ot  th: 
Furopean  nations  in  suppressing  the  upn>!tt" 
the  Boxers     1  le  was  the  last  one  to  * 
hand  of  Colonel  Li  scum  when  that  gallirt 
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ficcr  It- ft  Manila  for  Tien  Tsin.  Since  his  return 
home.  General  Barber  has  made  his  residence  in 
Watervliet,  New  York,  in  winter,  and  spends  his 
summer  at  1'ownal,  where  he  enjoys  a  well  earned 
respite  after  a  phenomenally  long  ancl  active  mil- 
itary career. 

General  barber  is  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Commandcry  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  of  Bennington,  ami  of  the  Vermont 
Society.  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  to 
which  he  derives  title  through  the  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  by  grandparents  of  both  his 
father  and  mother.  In  iooo  W  illiams  College,  of 
Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

General  Barber  was  married  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine E.  Roberts,  of  Bennington,  Vermont,  June 
20,  1858:  and  his  second  marriage,  his  union  with 
Delilah  Whine,  of  Troy.  New  York,  occurred 
May  is.  1867.  He  has  one  daughter.  Mrs.  Sarah 
P..  Boyle,  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Dr.  B.  Oscar  Barber,  brother  of  General  Mcr- 
ritt  Barber,  began  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  pursued  academical  studies  in  Ben- 
nington. Hoosick  Falls  and  North  Adams.  He 
followed  farming  on  the  paternal  farm,  near  Ben- 
nington (  where  1.  W.  Gardner  now  resides),  un- 
til ii  was  sold  by  his  father.  He  then  entered 
the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  He  engaged  in 
the  nractice  of  his  profession  in  Pownal.  \  cr- 
niont,  the  village  which  had  been  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  for  many  generations,  and  where 
<  .eneral  Barber  makes  his  home  in  the  summers ; 
he  is  yet  actively  employed.  He  has  made  a 
specialty  of  diseases  of  children,  and  has  been 
peculiarly  successful  in  such  treatment.  He  has 
borne  a  full  share  in  community  affairs,  and  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the 
board  of  school  directors.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
fraternity  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  his  political  affili- 
ations are  with  the  Republican  party. 

Dr.  Barher  was  married  March  1.  1883.  to 
Miss  Maggie  Emery,  a  native  of  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years. 
He  subsequently  married  her  sister.  Miss  Rose 
Kmcry.  The  father  of  these  sisters.  Walter  Km- 
cry.  resides  in  Plattsluirg.  New  York. 


REV.  WILLIAM  A.  PLAMONDON. 

Among  all  the  families  who  figured  in  the 
time  of  the  great  Champlain,  none  is  deserving  of 
higher  honor  than  that  ol  the  name  of  Plamon- 
don,  the  first  of  whom  distinguished  himself  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Edward  I.  in  1275,  and  was 
knighted  for  his  splendid  deeds  of  courage.  The 
annals  of  history  make  mention  of  non«;  who 
did  more  for  France  than  Louis  Plamondon,  who, 
from  the  time  of  the  execution  of  Charles  I.  in 
1649.  to  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  in  May, 
ifi6o.  served  with  a  great  distinction  and  accom- 
plished much  in  behalf  of  the  cause  for  which 
he  served. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  Plamondon  on  this 
continent  came  in  1717.  during  the  reign  of. 
George  I,  when  the  country  was  but  sparsely  set- 
tled. The  original  emigrant  located  in  (Jiiebec. 
Canada,  where  was  born  the  great-grandfather  of 
Rev.  William  A.  Plamondon.  He  was  Louis,  the 
tenth  of  that  name,  and  was  bom  in  1775,  when 
the  country  was  in  the  height  of  excitement  on 
account  of  the  impending  American  Revolution. 

Louis,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Plamondon.  was 
lx>rn  in  Quebec,  in  1807.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
owned  five  farms.  His  brother  Artemas  was 
killed  in  dispute  over  a  beaver  which  was  trapped 
on  land  belonging  to  Indians.  The  wife  of  Louis 
Plamondon  was  Louisa  Gosline.  bom  in  Mon- 
treal. Canada,  in  1810.  a  member  of  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  families  of  that  city,  and 
a  verv  beautiful  woman.  To  them  were  born 
fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  deceased.  The 
four  surviving,  among  them  the  father  of  Mr. 
Plamondon.  are  now  living  in  St.  Hilaire.  prov- 
ince of  Quebec. 

Louis,  son  of  the  parents  last  named,  was  born 
in  St.  flilaire,  in  1837,  one  of  a  large  family  of 
whom  three  were  priests  and  two  were  nuns. 
Louis  Plamondon  was  a  prosperous  merchant  and 
farmer.  He  married,  in  1857,  Cezari  Brillon, 
born  in  Richelieu,  province  of  Quebec,  in  1838, 
a  daughter  of  Marcille  Brillon,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  trapper ;  he  traded  with  the  Indians  and  was 
very  successful.  They  were  the  parents  of  four- 
teen children  Cezari  Brillon  was  brought  up  by 
her  uncle.  John  Pion.  who  was  a  wealthy  and 
influential  man.    Of  her  marriage  with  Louis 
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Plamondon  were  born,  in  St.  Hilaire,  ten  chil- 
dren: 1.  I^ouis,  born  in  1858;  2.  Azamma,  born 
in  1850:  3.  Joseph,  born  in  i860;  4.  Henry,  born 
in  1862,  went  years  ago  to  the  Klondike,  where 
he  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  high  grade  furs;  he 
is  an  enterprising  man,  and  has  laid  out  many 
rich  claims  for  prospectors  from  the  far  east ;  5. 
William  A.,  who  is  mentioned  at  length  herein- 
after;  6.  Hilaire,  born  in  1864;  7.  Arthemise,  born 
in  1866,  and  who  married,  in  1886.  Theodore 
Malo,  a  inercliant  of  Montreal,  province  of  Que- 
bec; 8.  Felix,  born  in  1867,  deceased;  9.  Alphec, 
born  in  1868,  who  is  now  a  Jesuit  priest  in  Eng- 
land; lie  was  educated  in  St.  Hyacinthe,  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  the  college  and  seminary 
in  Montreal,  and  was  ordained  in  1899 ;  10.  Cor- 
ene,  born  in  1869,  educated  in  Montreal,  and  mar- 
ried, 1003,  Euscbe  Goulette,  and  is  now  living  in 
Burlington,  Vermont. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1870.  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  Mr.  Plamondon 
marticd.  lor  his  second  wife,  his  sister-in-law, 
Matilda  Brillon,  born  in  1848,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Mary,  born  in  1883;  and  Eva,  born 
in  1884.  at  St.  Hilaire.  and  who  is  a  nun  in  Notre 
Dame  convent,  Montreal. 

William  A.  Plamondon,  fifth  child  in  the  fam- 
ily last  named,  passed  his  early  years  in  St.  Hi- 
laire, where  he  began  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  was  afterwards  a  student  in  the 
college  and  seminary  of  Montreal  for  four  years, 
and  in  St.  Joseph's  College  at  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, for  a  like  period.  He  completed  his  theo- 
logical course  in  Rome,  where,  after  three  years' 
devoted  attention  to  his  studies,  he  was  ordained 
in  the  American  College. 

Thus  amply  prepared,  after  a  student  life  of 
more  than  ten  years,  Father  Plamondon  returned 
to  Vermont,  anil  was  at  once  assigned  to  Bishop 
Michaud's  parish,  St.  Francis  Xavier,  at  Ben- 
nington. After  serving  here  for  six  months,  he 
was  appointed  parish  priest  at  Readsboro  and 
North  Pownal.  and  accomplished  excellent  work 
in  the  upbuilding  of  both  these  parishes.  He  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of 
Good  Help,  at  Brandon,  from  which  he  was 
called,  in  1903.  to  Burlington  to  the  rect orate  of 
St.  Anthony's  parish.  Here  he  found  a  church 
partialh  completed,  and  he  is  now  building  the 


house,  and  he  has  given  himself  most  arduously 
to  the  consummation  of  the  work. 

Father  Plamondon,  through  his  devotion  to 
his  priestly  duties  and  his  personal  excellencies 
of  character  and  disposition,  has  won  the  love  of 
his  parishioners  and  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  best  non-Catholic  elements,  and  he  has  found 
in  all  quarters  such  encouragement  and  assurance 
of  support  as  presages  a  most  useful  pastoral 
career. 

WILLIAM  BRACKETT  CUTTING. 

William  B.  Cutting,  a  successful  agriculturist 
of  Westminster,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant  of 
Richard  Cutting,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1623.  When  only  eleven  years  of  age  Richard 
Cutting  set  sail  in  the  ship  Elizabeth,  which  left 
Ipswich,  England,  in  1634,  and  upon  his  arrival 
in  Boston  harbor  he  remained  in  that  town  for 
some  time,  but  subsequently  settled  in  Waltham, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  admitted  a  freeman 
in  1690,  and  died  in  1696  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows: 
Zachariah.  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Cutting; 
Joseph  Cutting,  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Cut- 
ting, married  Dinah  Smith,  and  settled  in  Wal- 
tham, Massachusetts;  Absalom,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Dinah  Cutting,  born  in  1736,  died  in  1767, 
aged  thirty-one  years.  He  married  a  Miss  Rice, 
and  they  resided  in  Massachusetts.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Abigail.  Edmund  Rice,  Jonah  and 
Sarah  Storm.  Jonah  Cutting,  the  grandfather  of 
William  B.  Cutting,  was  born  January  28,  1762, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts.  Over  one  hundred 
years  ago  he  settled  in  Guilford,  Vermont,  where 
he  cleared  up  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  he 
cultivated,  and  in  addition  he  operated  a  linseed 
oil  mill  and  raised  a  large  amount  of  cattle  for 
which  he  found  a  ready  sale  in  the  market.  Iji- 
ter  he  removed  to  Green  River,  Cutting  valley, 
where  he  resumed  his  agricultural  pursuits ;  he 
also  operated  an  oil  and  paper  mill  for  manv 
years.  He  participated  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution ;  he  represented  the  town  of  Guilford  in 
the  state  legislature,  liesides  holding  other  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  Mr.  Cutting  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Miss  Sarah 
Stone,  and  the  following  named  children  were 
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born  to  them:  Sallie,  born  May  27.  1789;  Sam- 
uel, born  in  1791 ;  Lewis,  born  in  1793  ;  Calvin, 
born  in  1706:  John,  born  in  t8oo;  and  William 
G.,  born  in  1810.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  which  occurred  May  30,  1816.  Mr.  Cut- 
ting married  Mrs.  Parmelia  Stone.  Mr.  Cutting 
died  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Samuel  Cutting,  father  of  William  B.  Cut- 
ting, was  born  at  Guilford,  Vermont,  in  1791. 
He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  assisted  his  fa- 
ther with  the  work  of  that  and  the  mill  which 
he  operated.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Green  River,  where  he  continued  the  occupation 
of  farming  as  well  as  assisting  in  the  oil  and  pa- 
per mill  industries.  The  latter  industry  was  giv- 
en to  Samuel  and  his  brother-in-law.  William 
Gregory.  He  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  colonel 
of  militia,  and  in  his  earlv  manhood  joined  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  a  member  of  that 
body  during  the  great  Morgan  agitation.  He  was 
an  earnest  and  zealous  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Hannah  Brackett,  daughter  of  Lemuel 
Brackett.  The  following  named  children  were 
born  to  them :  Lewis,  who  died  in  infancy  ;  Hi- 
ram S.,  a  paper  manufacturer  at  Green  River 
(the  father's  plant),  married  Miss  Eliza  Ward, 
and  their  children  are  Victoria,  Elizabeth,  Sam- 
uel, Hiram  and  Louis  Cutting ;  Samuel  C. :  Nan- 
cy, who  died  in  infancy ;  Louis  J.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years:  William  B. :  Joseph,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ;  Newell  Greg- 
ory ;  and  Russell  T..  who  follows  the  occupation 
of  farming  on  the  old  homestead  in  Green  River 
in  the  town  of  Guilford,  Vermont,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Reid.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  in  December,  1842,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years. 

William  B.  Cutting,  son  of  Samuel  and  Han- 
nah Cutting,  was  born  in  Green  River,  Vermont, 
November  20,  1827.  lie  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
when  he  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  com- 
menced his  business  life  as  a  clerk,  and  later  was 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  in  con- 
nection with  other  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1853 
he  removed  to  Boston  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  and  also  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  trade;  he  remained  in  these  posi- 
tions until  1854,  when  he  became  connected  with 


the  Indianapolis  &  Cincinnati  Railroad  Company, 
and  he  continued  in  their  employ  until  April, 
1861,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  remove  to 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  where  he  formed  a  part- 
nership to  conduct  the  grocery  and  produce  busi- 
ness, also  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  barrel 
staves  at  Pine  Grove,  Michigan.  His  health  not 
being  benefited  by  his  sojourn  in  the  west,  he  re- 
turned east  and  settled  in  Springfield.  Massa- 
chusetts, afterward  in  Urattle1x>ro,  Vermont,  and 
finally  in  187 1  located  in  Westminster,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  and  for  the  balance  of  his  active 
life  pursued  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Cutting  was  a  Frce-soilcr  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Fremont  and  Lincoln  campaigns  and 
continued  for  some  time  to  act  with  that  party, 
but,  differing  from  it  on  the  'tariff  question,  he 
changed  his  politics  to  that  of  an  independent. 
He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  in  1882.  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years,  and  has 
held  most  of  the  town  offices.  Mr.  Cutting  has 
been  a  prominent  member  of  several  organiza- 
tions of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  master  of  Maple  Grove  Grange  of  West- 
minster West,  Vermont.  In  his  religious  beliefs 
he  is  a  firm  and  earnest  advocate  of  the  Unitarian 
church. 

On  August  12,  1851,  Mr.  Cutting  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Ranney,  daughter 
of  Grant  W.  and  Matilda  (Campbell)  Ranney. 
Six  children  have  been  born  of  this  union  :  Will- 
iam L.,  Mary  R.,  Charles  C,  Frank  II..  Stclh 
M.  and  Nelly  G.  Cutting. 

CHARLES  RIPLEY. 

Charles  Ripley,  president  of  the  Ripley  Lum- 
ber Company,  and  also  actively  identified  with  a 
large  book  and  stationery  establishment  at  Potilt- 
m*y.  Vermont,  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  William 
Rip'ey  or  Riplyec.  as  the  name  was  then  spelled, 
who  joined  a  companv  of  immigrants  made  up 
from  a  village  'en  miles  distant  from  Wymond- 
lnm.  Norfolk  county,  England,  and  sailed  for  this 
country  on  the  ship  "Diligent"  of  Ipswich.  Will- 
iam Riplev  settled  at  Hinghani.  Massachusetts, 
and  was  a  man  of  character  and  substance,  as  his 
will,  a  quaint  instrument,  bequests  of  various 
pieces  of  land  to  his  children.    He  u;i>  united  in 
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marriage  to  Elizabeth  Thatcher,  widow  of  Thom- 
as Thatcher,  and  among  their  children  was  a  son, 
John  Ripiey.  who  married  Elizabeth  Hobert, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobert,  who  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  first  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Hingham,  Massachusetts.  Of  their  children,  Jer- 
emiah Ripley,  born  in  irV.2.  was  a  prominent  res- 
ident of  Windham,  Massachusetts,  and,  in  1690, 
married  Mary  Gager  and  ten  children  were  born 
to  them:  One  of  their  sons.  Jeremiah  Ripley, 
married  Abigail  Cary,  of  Scotland,  Connecticut, 
and  of  their  children  Charles  Ripley,  born  in 
i  "3,  married  Tahitha  Abbe,  of  Windham.  Con- 
necticut. 

Charles  Ripley  held  a  commission  in  the 
French  war  and  served  against  the  Indians  in 
Canada  ;  he  also  participated  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  ami  during  the  battle  at 
Monmouth  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  and 
confined  in  the  Sugar  House  Prison  in  New 
York.  At  one  time  during  his  imprisonment  he 
was  reduced  to  extreme  prostration  from  want  of 
food,  and  on  remonstrating  with  the  keeper  of 
the  prison  for  offering  him  refuse  bones  was  dealt 
a  blow  on  the  head  which  instantly  killed  him. 
The  following  named  children  were  Ixim  to 
Charles  and  Tahitha  Ripley :  Epapharas,  Benja- 
min. Charles,  John,  Ablx*,  Sarah,  Vine  and  Cal- 
vin. 

Calvin  Ripley,  grandfather  of  Charles  Rip- 
lev,  of  this  review,  was  born  at  Tinmouth,  Con- 
necticut. November  30,  and  upon  attaining 
young  manhood  removed  to  Tinmouth,  Rutland 
county.  Vermont,  where  he  resided  for  the  re- 
mainder of  liis  life.  He  married  Lois  Crampton. 
a  n  itive  of  Tinmouth.  Vermont,  and  ten  children 
wi-re  born  to  them,  namely :  Dexter,  Abbe.  Cal- 
vin. May,  Sallie,  Charles,  Alinus,  Louisa  C.  Her- 
rick  and  Xeri  Field  Ripley.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  in  1849- 

Charles  Ripley,  father  of  Charles  Ripley,  was 
born  at  Tinmouth.  Vermont,  Novemlicr  10,  1804. 
but  during  his  early  youth  changed  his  place  of 
residence  to  l'oultney,  Vermont,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  for  a  number  of  years, 
later  in  life  turning  his  attention  to  the  buying 
and  M'lling  of  tinware.  He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber if  the  Congregational  church  of  that  town, 
gr  r.ig  liheralh  "f  Ins  time  and  monev  to  its 
siim!>"M.    <  »ti  J.imnn  ji.  1S30,  Mr.  Ripley  mar- 


ried Sallie  Gates,  daughter  of  Kbenezer  Gates. 
Their  children  are:  Almeron  B.,  Ijorn  July  30, 
1832,  married  Ellen  Ames;  Charles;  James.  Ijohi 
May  13,  1843,  married  Anna  Ward ;  and  George 
L.,  !>orn  June  5,  1845,  died  December  4,  184f  t. 
Mr.  Ripley's  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Poult- 
ney, Vermont,  in  March,  1877. 

Charles  Ripley,  son  of  Charles  and  Sallie 
Ripley,  was  born  April  10,  1838,  at  Poultney. 
Vermont,  and  he  acquired  the  limited  education 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  that  day.  He 
assisted  his  father  with  the  management  of  the 
farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  vcars. 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  operation  of 
a  saw  mill.  Since  April,  1856,  Mr.  Ripley  has 
iK-en  interested  in  this  line  of  industry  and  at  the 
present  time  is  acting  in  the  capacity  of  president 
of  the  Ripley  Lumber  Company,  manufacturer* 
of  lumber,  doors,  sashes,  blinds  and  building  ma- 
teria!, and  thev  have  also  taken  building  contracts 
for  the  erection  of  structures  throughout  southern 
Vermont  and  New  York  state.  They  give  c«m- 
stant  employment  to  seventy-five  men,  and  art- 
classed  among  the  prominent  business  firms  of 
the  city,  the  proceeds  from  their  business  amount 
ing  to  between  fifty  and  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually.  In  addition  to  this  extensive 
enterprise  Mr.  Ripley  i*  identified  with  a  large 
book  and  stationery  store  at  Poultney.  Although 
generally  successful  in  his  business  affairs.  Mr. 
Ripley  has  suffered  some  rever-.es.  having  hail 
his  mill  consumed  by  fire  three  times,  but  he  has 
always  rebuilt  and  continued  business. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Ripley  is  a 
staunch  Republican,  having  licen  chosen  by  hi* 
party  to  serve  in  the  capacity  of  selectman,  town 
clerk,  representative  of  the  town  of  Poultney  two 
terms,  from  1880  to  1884.  and  senator  in  the  house 
from  1888  to  i8qo.  In  1882  he  was  a  memlier  of 
the  Grand  List  Committee  in  the  house,  and  in 
the  senate  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  manu- 
facturers' committee ;  he  also  served  on  the  Mate 
committee  and  was  one  of  the  committee  ap- 
|M>inted  to  investigate  the  appropriation  required 
for  :hc  erection  of  the  state  prison  at  Windsor. 
Vermont.  He  has  also  been  chosen  to  serve  as 
a  delegate  to  various  Republican  conventions.  In 
his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  mcmUr  of  the 
Morning  Star  Lodge  \o.  37.  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  which  he  served  as  junior  and  senior 
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warden ;  Poultney  Chapter  No.  10,  also  of  Poult- 
ney  Council  Xo.  10,  having  served  in  the  chairs 
of  both  orders.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a 
firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist 
church,  holding  the  office  of  trusteee  for  thirty 
years  and  also  serving  as  deacon  for  a  number  of 
years.  Since  1885  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Vermont  Baptist  state  convention,  being  elected 
every  three  years,  and  for  sixteen  years  was 
auditor  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  Ripley  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Esther  C.  Morse,  who  bore  him 
the  following  named  children :  Edward,  who  re- 
sides with  his  father,  married  Helen  Ward  and 
their  children  are  Esther  and  Edward ;  Emma  E. 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  George  married 
Alida  Loomis,  and  their  children  are  Fordyce, 
George.  Harris.  Carroll,  and  Marion ;  Mary  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Methuen  M.  Grant,  of  Johnstown, 
New  York,  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and 
also  acting  as  editor  of  the  Gloversville  and 
Johnstown  Morning  Herald,  and  their  children 
are  Methuen  Morse  and  Donald  Ripley  Grant; 
and  Edna  Justin  married  William  C.  Case,  of 
Johnson.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
March,  1890,  and  on  February  4,  1891.  Mr.  Rip- 
lev  was  united  in  marriage  to  May  Fair  Richard. 

JOHN  VAN  SICKLEN  MAECK. 

John  Van  Sicklen  Maeck.  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Shelburne. 
\  ermont,  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  Dr.  Jacob 
Maeck,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  the  British  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  present 
when  the  famous. battle  of  Saratoga  was  fought, 
and  after  the  conflict  was  over  he,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  his  son.  Frederick  Maeck,  then  onlv 
a  mere  lad.  dressed  the  wounds  of  the  injured  sol- 
diers. Dr.  Jacob  Maeck  died  in  1775  and  was 
buried  at  Ticonderoga.  ami  the  obsequies  were 
attended  with  great  military  honor.  . 

Dr.  Frederick  Maeck.  son  of  Dr.  Jacob  Maeck. 
acquired  his  education  in  the  common  school,  and 
he  then  studied  to  become  a  member  of  the  medi- 
cal fraternity.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Shelburne  in  1778.  and  for  many 
vears  he  was  the  only  physician  in  the  town ;  he 
remained  in  practice  there  until  1826.  He  pur- 
chased an  unimproved  tract  of  land,  which  ho 


cleared  and  cultivated,  and  in  1800  erected  the 
house,  which  is  now  known  as  the  old  home- 
stead. Dr.  Maeck  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  town,  and  he  was  chosen 
as  the  representative  of  the  people  in  the  state 
legislature  of  1809.  He  was  also  prominently- 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  his  resi- 
dence being  the  meeting  place,  for  many  years, 
of  that  body.  The  Doctor  had  two  sisters  who 
settled  in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Abbie  Newell,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Newell,  of  Charlotte,  Vermont.  The 
following  named  children  w:ere  born  to  them : 
Betsy,  who  married  Judge  John  Van  Sicklen ;  Ja- 
cob, who  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Vermont  in  1820,  studied  the  profession  of  the 
law,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the 
state  of  Vermont;  he  died  in  1875;  Frederick, 
Abbie.  who  married  Hiram  Ilolabird.  of  Shel- 
burne. Vermont,  and  she  died  in  California ;  New- 
ell, who  went  out  west  and  remained  there  until 
his  death;  Sarah,  who  died  in  1888  at  eighty - 
three  years  of  age;  Reuben  Y..  M.  D.,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Vermont  and  the 
Medical  College,  and  resided  in  St.  Louis.  Mis- 
souri ;  and  Martha,  who  married  the  Rev.  Charles 
Cleveland,  who  was  the  first  Episcopal  minister 
in  Shelburne,  Vermont.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  June  30,  18.26.  and  his  wife  died  in 
1855  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Frederick  Maeck.  son  of  Dr.  Frederick  and 
Abbie  Maeck,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead. 
May  11.  1800.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  being  reared  upon  a  farm 
he  naturallv  followed  that  occupation,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  sucessful  fanners  in  his 
section  of  the  state.  Mr.  Maeck  was  chosen  by 
his  fellow  townsmen  to  serve  in  various  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  town.  In  1822 
he  married  Miss  Laura  Van  Sicklen,  daughter 
of  John  Van  Sicklen,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  South  Burlington,  Vermont.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  nine  of  whom  lived 
to  years  of  maturity.  Abigail,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years :  Elizabeth,  who  married  El- 
wood  Russell,  of  Hinesburg,  and  she  died  at 
twenty-two  vears  of  age ;  Currence.  now  a  resi- 
lient of  Burlington  ;  Laura,  who  married  Hon. 
John  L.  Barstow.  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four  years:  Reuben  Y..  who  died  in  1881  at  the 
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age  of  forty-seven  years :  Mary,  a  resident  of 
Burlington ;  Frederick,  who  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Hinesburg,  represented  the 
town  of  Hinesburg  in  the  state  legislature  in 
1878,  married  Miss  Jennie  M.  Marsh,  daughter 
of  Judge  Joseph  Marsh,  and  he  died  in  1887; 
John  Van  Sicklen ;  and  Sarah,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Maeck  died  in  1869.  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1880  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years. 

John  Van  Sicklen  Maeck,  son  of  Frederick 
and  Laura  Maeck.  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  the  town  of  Shelburne,  Vermont,  August  11. 
1842.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  school,  and  later  he  attended  the  Shel- 
burne Academy.  After  he  completed  his  studies 
his  time  and  attention  were  given  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  and  he  has  been  so  successful  in 
this  undertaking  that  he  now  is  the  possessor  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  well  tilled  and 
productive  farm  land,  where  he  makes  a  specialty 
of  dairy  products,  for  which  there  is  always  a 
constant  demand. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Maeck  is  a 
staunch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  served  in  the  various  Ideal 
offices,  besides  being  chosen  representative  for 
the  town  of  Shelburne  in  the  state  legislature  of 

1882.  He  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  and  acts  in  the  capacity  of 
steward. 

Mr.  Maeck  was  united  in  marriage  in  Decem- 
ber, 1877,  to  Miss  Laura  H.  Wooster,  of  Fair- 
field, Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Har- 
riet (Tracy)  Wooster,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Wooster,  one  of  the  early  Con- 
gregational ministers  of  Vermont.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  Rev.  Wooster  dis- 
missed his  congregation,  was  elected  their  cap- 
tain, and  marched  the  able-bodied  members  to 
the  scene  of  the  battle.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maeck,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Frederick  Wooster,  born  December  20, 
1878,  died  October  12.  18*12:  Walter  Feltmi.  born 
August  20.  I***!,  assists  his  father  with  the  work 
on  the  farm:  Benjamin  Harris,  born  April  22, 

1883,  a  student  in  tlie  University  of  Vermont : 
Charlotte  Louisa,  born  December  8.  188;;  and 
John  R.  born  November  13.  1889,  now  attending 
school  in  Shelburne. 


THE  MARBLE  FAMILY. 

The  Marble  family,  of  Woodstock,  Vermont, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  being  prom- 
inent in  the  annals  of  Massachusetts  from  a  very 
earlv  period.  Sami.t.i.  Makki.e,  whose  name  ap- 
pears on  the  records  of  Rhode  Island  as  early  as 
1643,  is  the  first  of  the  name  found  in  the  annals 
of  New  England.  In  1678  his  name  appears  in 
a  list  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  persons,  being 
all  the  male  inhabitants  of  Andover,  Massachu- 
setts, of  sixteen  and  older,  who  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  He  married  Rebecca  An- 
drews, and  had  issue,  Freegrace,  born  June  15, 
1682,  Noah,  Daniel,  Job  and  Rebecca,  the  two 
last  named  being  twins,  born  in  1695. 

Frff.gp.acf  Marm.k,  eldest  child  of  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  (Andrews)  Marble,  was  born  in 
Andover.  Massachusetts,  June  15,  1682.  He  re- 
moved thence  to  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  original  settlers.  He  was  a  ma- 
son by  trade,  as  was  also  his  father,  and  helped 
to  bi'ild  the  old  State  House  on  State  street,  Bos- 
ton. He  died  April  12,  1779.  His  was  said  to 
be  the  first  marriage  in  the  town  of  Sutton.  His 
wife  was  Mary  Sibley.  They  had  issue,  Enoch 
and  other  children. 

Enoch  Marble,  son  of  Freegrace  and  Mary 
(Sibley)  Marble,  was  liorn  November  25,  1726, 
in  Sutton.  Massachusetts.  He  married.  Jannarv 
9.  1750,  Abigail  Holland,  and  had  issue:  John; 
Alpheus:  Daniel:  Thaddetts :  Aaron:  Antiias; 
Enoch  :  Rufus  :  Sally  :  Persis  ;  and  Betsey.  Enoch 
Marble  died  at  his  birthplace,  January  12.  1815. 

Aaron  Marui.e.  patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
fifth  child  of  Enoch  and  Abigail  (Holland)  Mar- 
ble, was  born  in  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1763.  Although  but  a  lad  of  thirteen  at 
the  breaking  °»>t  of  the  war.  he  was  an  ardent 
patriot.  Tor>  young  to  command,  yet  old  enough 
to  fight,  and  to  endure  hardship  without  com- 
plaint, lie  enbstcd  three  times  during  the  war  and 
was  in  a  number  of  engagements.  His  first  en- 
listment was  a  noble  act.  he  having  taken  the 
place  of  :hi  elder  brother,  in  limited  circum- 
sintv-s.  with  a  large  family  depending  on  him  for 
support.  <  >n  the  official  records,  secretary  of 
stati's  office.  Massachusetts,  he  "appears  \»ith 
r  \nU  of  private  on  muster  and  pav  roll  of  Captain 
Benjamin    Allerton's   Company.   Colonel  John 
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Rand's  Regiment.  Enlisted  July  9,  1780.  Dis- 
charged October  10,  1780.  Term  of  service  three 
months,  twelve  days.  Raised  for  three  months 
at  West  Point  by  Resolve  of  June  22,  1780." 
"Appears  with  rank  of  private  on  muster  and 
pay  roll  of  Captain  Reuben  Davis's  Company, 
Colonel  Luke  Drury's  Regiment.  Enlisted  July 
17,  1781.  Discharged  November  r,  1781.  Serv- 
ice three  months,  twenty-one  days.  Residence 
Sutton.  Reported  arrived  at  West  Point,  Au- 
gust 1,  three  months.  Levies  raised  by  Resolve 
of  June  30,  1781.''  When  his  term  of  service  had 
expired  he  was  stationed  at  West  Point  on  the 
Hudson ;  he  walked  from  there  barefooted  to  his 
home  in  Massachusetts.  He  married  Rebecca 
Putnam,  daughter  of  Captain  John  Putnam,  son 
of  Jeptha,  of  Elcazer,  of  Captain  John,  son  of 
John,  the  emigrant  ancestor.  He  had  issue: 
Aaron ;  Hiram  ;  Mason  ;  Luther ;  Ruth :  Sally ; 
and  Russell.  Aaron  Marble  died  in  Giarlton, 
Massachusetts,  July  9,  1843,  ending,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  the  long  and  useful  life  so  he- 
roically begun. 

LuriiFR  Marble,  son  of  Aaron  and  Rebecca 
(Putnam)  Marble,  was  born  March  8,  1793,  in 
Charlton,  Massachusetts.  He  married,  April  10, 
1814.  Sophia  Stone,  born  in  Charlton,  July  I, 
1705.  Their  children  were:  Lucy;  Palmer;  Ja- 
cob; Liberty  Bates:  Lydia;  Fanny;  Luther; 
William  Henry;  Sophia  Stone;  Calista  Ann; 
Horace  Armsby ;  and  Erancis  Edward. 

Liberty  Batks  Marm.e,  son  of  Luther  and 
Sophia  (Stone)  Marble,  was  born  March  31, 
l8?Q.  in  Charlton,  Massachusetts,  and  received 
his  education  in  his  native  state.  In  1847  he  re- 
moved to  Woodstock,  Vermont,  where  his  wife's 
father  was  engaged  in  the  milling  business.  In 
Woixlstock  Mr.  Marble  opened  a  saw  mill  and 
grist  mill,  which  he  operated  for  nearly  fifty 
years,  during  the  last  ten  of  which  his  son  was 
associated  with  him.  the  firm  being  Liberty  B. 
Marble  &  Son.  After  a  career  in  the  milling 
business  of  half  a  century,  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  son.  and  has  since  lived  in  retirement  on  a 
smai!  farm  of  fifteen  acres.  He  married,  Decem- 
ber 24.  1845,  in  Millbury.  Massachusetts.  Eliza- 
beth Wilson,  born  in  that  place,  March  10.  1828, 
daughter  of  Solomon  Woodward,  a  sketch  of 
whom  is  appended.  Their  family  consisted  of  the 
following  children:  r.  Charles  Wilson,  who  died 


at  the  age  of  nine  years.  2.  Anna  Elizabeth,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  the  kindergarten  department  of 
the  Boston  Normal  School,  and  is  engaged  in 
teaching  in  that  city.  3.  Louise  Frances,  who 
married  Charles  R.  Montague,  of  Woodstock, 
who  is  engaged  in  bookkeeping  for  a  manufac- 
turer. They  have  four  children :  Ruth  E.,  who 
married  Ernest  K.  Wright,  of  Ouechee,  Vermont, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Ruth  M.  and  Louise 
M. ;  Laura  W.,  who  married  Arthur  Pelton,  of 
Worcester.  Massachusetts;  Susie  M.:  and  Roger 
H.  4.  George  Woodward,  who  bought  from  the 
Royal  Manufacturing  Company  the  mill  property 
once  owned  by  his  grandfather,  Solomon  Wood- 
ward. In  1900  he  bought  out  his  father  s  share 
of  the  business  and  has  since  carried  on  a  suc- 
cessful business  there.  He  married  Clara  Louise 
Morse,  of  Woodstock,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Helen  Wilson,  who  married  George  W. 
Merrill,  of  Woodstock ;  and  Edith  Bates.  5. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seven.  6.  John  Nelson,  who  is  2.  por- 
trait painter  of  prominence  in  New  York. 
7.  Susie  Adams,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edwin 
Vaughan,  of  Woodstock,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five.  8.  Walter  Erskine.  who  married  Ida 
Hodgson,  of  Chicago,  and  is  engaged  in  the  oil 
business  in  Chicago.  Illinois.  9.  Mary  Phelps, 
who  married  Rush  Vaughan,  of  Pomfret,  Ver- 
mont, now  deceased,  and  has  one  daughter,  Eliz- 
abeth W.  10.  Edward  Bates,  who  is  a  fine  vio- 
lin player,  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Boston  Symphony  Orchestra.  He  married  Ma- 
rion Merrill,  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Massachusetts, 
and  thev  have  four  children :  Richard  M. :  Helen 
H. :  John  P.;  and  Marion  Merrill.  11.  Grace 
Goulding.  who  graduated  at  Woodstock  and  at 
Bradford  Academy,  Massachusetts,  and  was  for 
a  number  of  years  engaged  in  teaching.  1 2.  Lillie 
Herrick.  who  is  a  musician,  having  studied  in 
Boston  for  a  number  of  years,  and  having  also 
been  a  teacher  of  music.  She  married  Louis  H. 
Olzcndam,  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 
They  have  two  children:  Roderick  M.  and 
Thcrese  E. 

Solomon  Woodward,  for  many  years  an  hon- 
ored and  influential  citizen  of  Woodstock.  Vcr- 
morr.,  was  born  in  May.  1802.  in  the  town  of 
Keene.  New  Hampshire,  where  he  resided  until 
1822.  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  went 
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to  Millbury.  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  soon 
employed  in  a  woolen  mill.  There  he  remained 
till  lie  had  become  skilled  in  the  process  of  man- 
ufacturing woolens,  when  he  entered  into  the 
business  on  his  own  account  in  the  same  town, 
pursuing  it  with  success  until  1847.  ^n  tnat  >'car 
he  came  to  Woodstock,  and  purchased  the  mills 
and  water  privilege  so  long  owned  and  occupied 
by  him.  Soon  afterward  he  brought  his  family 
to  the  village,  which  he  made  his  home  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was,  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years  after  coming  to  reside  here,  a 
most  liberal  contributor  to  the  business  prosperity 
of  the  place.  Perfect  thoroughness.*  in  every- 
thing he  did  was  one  of  his  most  distinguished 
characteristics.  Ry  his  enterprise  he  contributed 
materially  to  the  business  of  the  town,  and  the 
men  in  his  employ  were  ever  among  its  most  in- 
dustrious and  reliable  citizens.  He  was  always 
ready  to  give  his  aid  and  countenance,  not  only 
to  whatever  could,  in  his  judgment,  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  material  welfare  of  the  town,  but  to 
whatever  might  add  to  its  attractiveness.  It  was 
this  truly  disinterested  and  public-spirited  feeling 
which  led  him  to  subscribe  to  the  enterprise  of 
tin  Woodstock  Railroad  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  foreseeing,  as  he  did,  how  greatly  it 
would  accrue  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  town. 
In  1851  he  built  the  fine  and  commodious  dwell- 
ing on  .Mountain  avenue  which  he  occupied  for 
tin:  remainder  of  his  life,  and  which  might  truly 
have  iKen  called  the  "home  of  hospitality." 

Mr.  Woodward  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  also  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
united  with  the  Congregational  church  at  Keeue, 
the  pastor  of  the  church  being,  at  that  time,  the 
well  known  Dr.  Ilarstow.  After  Mr.  Wood- 
ward's removal  to  Woodstock  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church  iti  that  village, 
in  which,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  he  took  an  active 
part  a  id  interest,  exercising  the  influence  com- 
manded by  his  high  character  and  efficient  serv- 
ices. 

Mr.  Woodward  married.  May  3.  18^7.  at 
Millburv.  l.ydia  Learned,  a  woman  of  great  en- 
ergy and  strength  of  character,  who.  during  their 
married  life  of  half  a  century,  was  ever  the  sym- 
pathizing and  inspiring  sharer  of  his  joys  and 
sorrows.    During  the  Civil  war  one  of  their  sons 


entered  the  army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  major, 
while  another,  William  Herrick,  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  was  for  a  time  assistant  editor  of  a  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  paper.  One  of  their  {laugh- 
ters, Elizabeth  Wilson,  became,  as  mentioned 
above,  the  wife  of  Liberty  Bates  Marble,  and  tlte 
other,  Frances,  was  a  very  successful  teacher  of 
vocal  music.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Woodward  took 
place  June  27,  1877,  after  a  long  and  painful  ill- 
ness which  she  endured  with  the  utmost  unselfish 
fortitude.  This  bereavement,  which  was  the 
greatest  affliction  of  Mr.  Woodward's  life,  added 
to  his  pecuniary  troubles,  unconsciously  wore 
upon  him,  and  it  was  soon  apparent  that  his 
strong  constitution  was  gradually  breaking  down. 
His  interest  in  public  affairs  continued  almost  un- 
abated as  long  as  consciousness  retained  its  hold 
upon  his  mental  faculties,  and  his  friendship  and 
love  toward  his  kinsfolk  and  neighbors  suffered 
no  diminuition.  At  length,  surrounded  by  the 
surviving  members  of  his  family,  he  passed  away 
on  the  morning  of  May  I.  1879.  at  the  ripe  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  His  funeral,  which  t.«>k 
place  from  his  residence  in  the  afternoon  of  May 
4.  was  very  largely  attended  by  his  friends  in 
Woodstock  and  the  neighboring  towns.  The 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Hicks 
of  the  Congregational  church,  who  paid  in  hi* 
address  a  fittting  tribute  to  the  many  estimable 
and  enduring  qualities  of  his  deceased  parish- 
ioner. The  interment  t«x>k  place  amid  the  impos- 
ing and  mournful  rites  of  the  Masonic  institution. 
The  following  extracts  from  an  obituary  article 
which  appeared  in  one  of  the  Woodstock  paj»ers 
soon  after  the  death  Mr.  W'nodward.  are  val- 
uable as  showing  the  feeling  with  which  he  was 
regarded  in  the  place  of  which  he  had  been  so 
long  1  resident : 

"( )f  tlie  work  he  accomplished  among  us  no 
feature  was  more  characteristic  than  its  jH-rfect 
thoroughness.  The  products  of  his  looms  were 
always  held  in  high  estimation.  'His  name  on  a 
piece  of  goods,"  said  a  New  York  merchant,  'is 
worth  to  any  one  a  fortune.'  And  wliat  was  true 
of  work  done  in  his  mill  was  true  of  anything  lie 
undertook.  When  his  new  grist  and  saw  mills 
were  built  it  was  said  they  had  no  equal  for  com- 
pleteness of  equipment  and  excellence  of  wi»rk 
in  our  state.  It  was  simply  his  own  downright 
honesty  and  integrity  of  character  carried  int.> 
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every  department  of  life  and  business  over  which 
he  had  the  control.  *  *  In  all  good  word  and 
work,  in  all  objects  of  benevolence,  in  all  that 
would  tend  to  elevate  and  improve  our  community 
and  the  larger  brotherhood  of  the  world,  his  heart 
and  hand  were  open;  and  many  there  are  who 
have  had  occasion  to  rejoice  over  his  liberality 
and  bountv." 

DARWIN  PEARL  KINGSLEY. 

Darwin  Pearl  Kingsley,  of  New  York  city, 
was  born  in  Alburg,  Grand  Isle  count}',  Ver- 
mont, May  5,  1857,  son  of  Hiram  Pearl  and  Ce- 
ciha  Permilla  (LaDue)  Kingsley.  The  family 
in  the  direct  line  is  of  English  descent.  A  Kings- 
ley,  or  Kinsley,  as  the  name  was  sometime* 
spelkd,  was  among  the  first  settlers  in  Grand 
Isle  county,  and  his  descendants  have  lived  in 
that  country  for  upward  of  a  hundred  years.  On 
the  mother's  side  the  great-grandfather  of  Dar- 
win P.  Kingsley  came  to  America  from  Lyons, 
France,  at  a  date  not  definitely  known. 

Darwin  Pearl  Kingsley  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  sch<x>l,  and  began  teaching 
m  the  common  schools  at  sixteen  years  of  age. 
Determining  to  gain  a  liberal  education,  he  fitted 
lor  college  at  the  Barre  (Vermont)  Academy  un- 
der Doctor  J.  S.  Spaulding  of  honored  memory. 
He  entered  the  University  of  Vermont  and  grad- 
uated therefrom  with  high  rank  as  a  scholar,  in 
the  class  of  1881.  Shortly  after  leaving  college, 
he  went  west  and  engaged  in  journalism  in  the 
stale  of  Colorado.  His  force  and  independence 
of  character  speedily  gave  him  prominence  in 
politics  and  public  affairs.  He  was  chosen  a 
delegate  to  represent  the  Republicans  of  Colorado 
in  the  Republican  national  convention  of  1884; 
and  in  1886  was  elected  state  auditor  and  insur- 
ance commissioner  of  the  state  of  Colorado.  His 
ability  in  that  office  attracted  the  attention  of  in- 
surance men  all  over  the  country,  and  after  two 
years'  incumbency  of  the  auditorship,  he  was 
offered  the  position  of  Boston  manager  for  the 
great  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  which 
is  one  of  the  three  largest  life  insurance  com- 
panies in  the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  twelve 
largest  financial  corporations  in  the  world,  hav- 
ing on  its  books  policies  to  the  amount  of  over 
one  thousand  six  hundred  million  dollars,  and 


having  assets  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lion dollars.  After  holding  the  position  for  over 
three  years  he  was  promoted  to  the  general  super- 
intendency  of  agencies  of  the  New  York  Life, 
in  New  York  city.  From  this  he  was  advanced 
in  1898  to  be  a  trustee  and  third  vice  president 
of  the  company,  which  responsible  position  he 
now  holds.  With  the  eminent  ability  and  success 
that  have  marked  his  entire  public  and  business 
career,  his  courtesy,  cultivated  tastes  and  fine 
personal  traits  of  character  combine  to  win  for 
him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
his  alma  mater,  the  University  of  Vermont;  a 
director  in  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad ; 
a  member  of  the  Union  League,  University  and 
Merchants'  Club  of  New  York :  and  of  the  St. 
Andrew's  Golf  Club  of  New  York. 

He  married,  June  19,  1884,  Miss  Mary  M. 
Mitchell,  who  died  in  1890.  One  son,  Walton 
Pear!  Kingsley,  born  in  1886,  was  the  issue  of  this 
union.  December  3,  1^95,  Mr.  Kingsley  married 
Miss  Josephine  1.  McCall,  daughter  of  Hon.  John 
A.  McCall,  president  of  the  New  York  Life  In- 
surance Company.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Hope,  born  in  November,  1897; 
Darwin  P.,  Jr.,  born  June  15,  1899;  and  John 
McCall,  born  February  28,  1903. 

CURTIS  N.  S  HAT  TUCK. 

Curtis  N.  Shattuck,  a  highly  respected  and 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  Monkton,  Vermont, 
was  born  in  that  town  July  16,  l«4l,  a  descendant 
of  a  family  that  have  made  their  home  in  this 
section  of  the  state  since  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Nathaniel  Shattuck,  grand- 
father of  Curtis  X.  Shattuck,  was  born  in  1768, 
in  Hollis,  New  Hampshire,  where  his  boyhood 
days  were  passed  in  attendance  at  the  village 
school  and  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  upon 
the  farm.  \\  hen  lie  attained  young  manhood,  he 
removed  to  the  town  of  Hmesborough,  being 
amomi  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  section  of  the 
state.  He  afterwards  moved  to  Monkton,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  vrave  lii attention  to  general 
fanning,  and  in  addition  operated  a  grist  mill. 
Hy  dint  of  industry,  economy  and  perseverance 
he  accumulated  a  roinpetonce,  and  he  was  able 
to  enjoy  in  his  later  years  the  rest  which  he  so 
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faithfully  earned.  He  died  April  6,  1843,  aKecl 
seventy -tour  years  and  ten  months. 

Charles  Shattuck,  father  of  Curtis  N.  Shat- 
tuck, was  born  August  7,  1801,  in  Monkton,  Ver- 
mont, and  died  April  9,  1886,  aged  eighty-five 
years.  After  acquiring  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farmer,  and  having  the  characteristics  of  unbend- 
ing integrity,  unabating  energy  and  an  industry 
that  never  flagged,  he  soon  became  one  of  the 
most  successful  fanners  in  the  town.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Curtis.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Gidson  and  Rebekah  ^ Hardy)  Curtis,  who 
were  born,  respectively,  in  Woodbury,  Connecti- 
cut, 'October  14,  1769,  and  in  Hollis,  New  Hamp- 
shire, September  10,  1770.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  born  in  Essex,  Ver- 
mont: Sally,  bom  November  29,  1793;  Olive, 
born  October  14,  1795;  Lucy,  born  February  24, 
1798;  Truman,  born  February  24,  1800;  Han- 
nah, born  January  11,  1802 ;  David  H.,  born  April 
22,  1804;  Amos  H.,  born  April  5,  1806;  Martha. 
l>orn  April  22,  1808;  Persy,  bom  October  6, 
1810;  and  Folly,  bom  December  7,  1812.  Mr. 
Curtis  died  April  9,  1886,  aged  eighty-five  years, 
and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Hannah,  mother  of  Curtis  N.  Shattuck,  died  De- 
cember 2,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

Curtis  N.  Shattuck,  only  living  child  of 
Charles  and  Hannah  (Curtis)  Shattuck,  was 
reared  upon  the  old  homestead,  and  attended  the 
district  school,  where  he  obtained  an  excellent 
education.  After  completing  his  studies  he  as- 
sisted his  father  for  many  years  in  the  work  upon 
the  farm,  and  in  this  way  became  familiar  with 
all  the  details  of  that  occupation.  Subsequently 
he  purchased  a  farm  on  his  own  account,  which 
consisted  of  three  hundred  acres,  on  which  he 
erected  substantial  buildings  and  made  other  im- 
provements, so  that  now  it  is  considered  one  oi 
the  best  cultivated  farms  in  that  section  of  Ad- 
dison county.  Mr.  Shattuck  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  influential  men  of  the  town,  and 
he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  matters  that  ])cr- 
tain  to  its  welfare  and  advancement.  In  politic; 
he  is  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  lends  his  support  to  all  measures 
advocated  by  it. 

February  22,  1864,  Mr.  Shattuck  was  united 


in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Denio,  who  was 
bom  September  24,  1843,  in  New  York  state,  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Denio,  who  was 
a  minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination  and 
preached  the  gospel  for  many  y  ears  in  the  town 
of  Monkton,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Shattuck  was  one 
of  eight  children  born  to  the  Rev.  William  Denio. 
six  of  whom  are  now  residing  in  the  west.  Six 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  N. 
Shattuck,  namely:  Lena,  wife  of  Charles  Dean, 
of  Arapahoe,  Nebraska,  and  had  one  child,  Rex 
Harrington ;  Wilder  G.,  who  married,  March  16, 
1893,  Ruba  Parch,  and  to  whom  were  born 
Pauline,  Burnice  and  Fred  Shattuck ;  Bertha, 
wife  of  George  Smith,  has  two  children,  Vena 
and  Caroline;  Jennie,  who  married  Ernest  Parch, 
of  Hinesburg,  October  31,  1900,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Erma  Parch:  William,  now  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Monkton,  Vermont;  Daisy  E., 
who  married  Edward  1.  Ray,  March  8,  1900. 

JOHN  ALEXANDER  SHELDON. 

John  A.  Sheldon,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Rutland,  Vermont,  and  also  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  a  direct  descendant,  through  his 
paternal  ancestry,  of  Ensign  John  Sheldon,  of 
Deerfield,  Massachusetts,  who  erected  the  "Old 
Indian  Mouse"  there,  and  through  his  maternal 
ancestry  he  is  descended  from  the  Somervilles  of 
Scotland. 

Isaac  Sheldon  ( 1 )  was  the  great -great -great- 
great-great-great-grandfather  of  John  A.  Shel- 
don, came  from  Dorchester,  England,  in  1634, 
and  settled  in  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Isaac 
Sheldon  (2).  son  of  Isaac  (1),  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1629,  coming  with  his  father  to  Wind- 
sor, Connecticut.  He  married  Mary  Woodford, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Blott)  Woodford,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
He  removed  to  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
and  was  a  leading  man  in  town  affairs,  beintf 
selectman  in  1656. 

Ensign  John  Sheldon  (3).  the  son  of  Isaac 
(2),  was  !>orn  in  1658.  He  married  Hannah,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Munson)  Steb- 
bins,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  moved  to 
Deerfield,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  landlord, 
and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
plantation,  was  on  the  first  board  of  selectmen; 
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ensign  in  the  first  military  company:  captain  in 
1707;  deacon  in  the  church,  and  was  the  builder 
of  the  old  historic  '".Indian  House,"  whose 
scarred  and  battered  door  is  the  center  of  interest 
at  "Memorial  Hall,"  in  Deerfield. 

Ebenezer  Sheldon  (4),  the  son  of  Ensign 
John,  was  born  in  169 1.  He  was  captured  by 
the  Indians,  at  the  time  of  the  Deerfield  massa- 
cre in  1704,  being  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  with 
his  sister  Mary  came  back  after  being  redeemed 
by  his  father,  and  resided  in  the  old  Indian 
House,  and  the  general  court  granted  him  and 
his  sister  Mary  three  hundred  acres  of  land  for 
entertaining  the  Indians  with  whom  they  became 
acquainted  during  their  captivity,  on  their  fre- 
quent visits  alter  the  peace.  He  married  "Thank- 
ful," a  daughter  of  Elder  John  and  Abigail 
(Ford)  Strong,  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
and  they  removed  to  Bernardston,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1744,  and  built  the  Sheldon  Fort  there. 
He  was  a  lieutenant  in  1747,  and  had  four  sons 
in  the  service  under  him.  He  was  a  deacon  and 
a  leading  man  in  civil  and  military  affairs  for 
many  years,  and  is  still  spoken  of  as  the  old 
Indian  fighter.  He  died  April  12,  1774,  and 
was  buried  in  Bernardston,  Massachusetts. 

Captain  Amasa  Sheldon  (5),  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  John  A.  Sheldon,  was  the  son  of 
Ebenezer  Sheldon,  and  was  born  in  1726.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  old  French  war,  sergeant  in 
charge  of  Sheldon  fort,  1758-1759;  captain  and 
selectman.  He  married  Sarah,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  ( Melding)  Bardwell.  He 
died  in  March,  180K,  and  was  buried  in  Bernard- 
ston, Massachusetts. 

Amasa  Sheldon,  the  great-grandfather  of 
John  A.  Sheldon,  was  born  in  174^,  and  was 
a  son  of  Captain  Amasa  and  Sarah  (Rardwell) 
Sheldon,  and  on  lulv  25,  1771,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sybil  Holton,  a  daughter  of 
John  Hohoii.  of  Xorthfield,  Massachusetts,  who 
was  a  descendant  in  the  third  generation  of 
Deacon  William  Holton,  the  English  immigrant, 
who  settled  in  Massachusetts  in  1634.  and  after- 
ward became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Mr.  Sheldon  died  in  the  town  of 
Rockingham.  Vermont.  He  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

Medad  Sheldon,  grandfather  of  John  A. 
Sheldon,    was    l«.ni    December    10.    1776,  at 


Bernardston,  Massachusetts,  and  after  completing 
his  studies  he  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith. 
In  addition  to  this  vocation  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  from  1808  to  1825, 
when  he  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  where  he  successfully  conducted  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  also  a  manufacturing  business 
tintil  his  removal,  some  years  later,  to  Troy,  New 
York.  His  death  occurred  July  27,  1846,  at  the 
house  of  his  son-in-law,  George  Redington,  of 
Waddington,  New  York,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  He  mar- 
ried Lucy  Bass,  a  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
Obadiah  Bass,  who  was  the  son  of  Captain 
Obadiah  Bass  (both  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war),  and  was  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Bass, 
who  was  descended  from  the  Aldens  of  May- 
flower fame.  Medad  Sheldon  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children.  He  was  one  of  the  selectmen 
of  Rutland,  Vermont,  and  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years. 

Charles  Sheldon,  father  of  John  A.  Sheldon, 
was  born  July  24,  1813,  in  Rutland,  Vermont, 
and  received  such  education  as  the  district 
school  could  impart  in  the  course  of  several  win- 
ter sessions.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he  re- 
moved to  Waddington,  New  York,  and  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  worked  on  the  paternal 
farm.  He  then  essayed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
cabinet-maker,  but  finding  it  incongenial  and  dis- 
tasteful, he  transferred  his  attention  to  service  in 
a  country  store.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  re- 
moved to  Montreal  and  embarked  in  the  steam- 
boat business,  which  he  prosecuted  with  such 
success  as  to  become  master  of  the  boat  in  the 
course  of  two  vears.  In  this  command  he  con- 
tinued for  about  five  years,  and  in  March.  1835, 
l>eing  then  only  twenty-three  years  old,  he  located 
in  Troy,  New  York,  and  entered  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  was  very  successful  ;  in  1841 
he  removed  to  New  York  city,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  the  same  line  of  trade  with  similar 
results  until  1850.  In  that  year  he  transferred 
his  activities  to  another  field  of  operation,  and, 
settling  in  Rutland,  his  birthplace,  he  engaged  in 
the  marble  business  in  the  linn  of  D.  Morgan, 
Jr.,  &  Company,  subsequently  being  admitted  to 
partnership,  when  the  title  was  changed  to  Shel- 
don. Morgan  &  Company.  The  firm  at  this  time 
employed  twenty-five  men,  but  its  operations  wire 
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temporarily  suspended  in  185 1,  and  again  in 
1866,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  tne 
works  by  fire.  After  each  conflagration  they 
erected  a  more  commodious  mill,  the  last  one,  a 
twenty-four  gang  mill,  being  in  active  operation 
eight  weeks  after  the  fire;  in  1874  another 
twenty-four  gang  mill  was  added,  and  since  then 
new  mills  have  been  erected,  and  they  yield  an 
annual  product  to  the  value  of  half  a  million 
dollars.  The  tamarack  swamp  in  which  they  are 
located  has  been  transformed  into  a  hive  of  in- 
dustry, and  one  hundred  and  forty  tenements 
have  been  erected  for  homes  for  the  five  hundred 
and  fifty  workmen  and  their  families.  The  work 
of  the  Sheldon  company  is  scattered  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  in  every  year,  except  two,  of 
business  operation  since  1850  the  magnitude  of 
trade  has  been  gradnally  augmented. 

In  1857  Mr.  Sheldon  purchased  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Morgan,  and  the  firm  was  reorganized 
under  the  name  of  Sheldon  &  Slason ;  in  1865 
he  bought  the  share  of  Dr.  Lorenzo  Sheldon  and 
associated  his  own  sons.  John  A.  and  Charles  H.. 
with  himself  in  partnership.  In  1881  Mr.  Slasor. 
sold  out  his  interest,  and  William  K.  Sheldon, 
another  son,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  which  then 
went  under  the  style  of  Sheldon  &  Sons,  the 
title  that  it  still  bears.  In  political  affairs  Mr. 
Sheldon  was  an  ardent  and  active  Whig,  but 
declined  any  official  position.  On  June  30.  1838, 
Mr.  Sheldon  married  Miss  Janet  Reid,  daughter 
of  John  and  Janet  ( Somervillej  Reid,  and  seven 
sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to  them.  Mrs 
Sheldon  died  in  February,  1859,  and  subse- 
quently Mr.  Sheldon  married  Miss  Harriettc 
Rcddington,  daughter  of  George  Reddington,  of 
St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York. 

John  A.  Sheldon,  son  of  Charles  and  Janet 
Somcrville  ^Rcid)  Sheldon,  was  born  in  Troy. 
New  York,  August  14,  1839.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  a  private  school  in  New 
York  city,  which  he  attended  for  three  years ;  he 
was  then  a  student  in  Sand  Lake  Academy,  Sand 
l^ake.  New  York,  and  subsequently  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Williamstown  Academy,  Williams- 
town.  Massachusetts.  Ill  health  and  his  weak- 
constitution  prevented  the  consummation  of  hi-, 
long  cherished  purpose  to  cuter  college,  and  in 
1 S54  he  returned  to  Rutland,  Vermont,  now  West 
Rutland,  and  entered  the  store  of  Sheldon.  Mor- 


gan &  Slason  as  a  clerk.  By  his  perseverance 
and  close  application  to  duty  he  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  bookkeeper,  continuing 
to  act  in  that  capacity  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war.  Being  at  that  time  a  sergeant  in  a 
militia  company,  known  as  the  Rutland  Light 
Guard,  of  which  General  W.  Y.  W.  Ripley  was 
captain,  he  enlisted,  as  did  nearly  every  member 
of  the  company,  and  it  became  Company  K, 
First  Vermont  Infantry,  Sergeant  Sheldon  be- 
coming second  sergeant  of  the  company  .  On 
May  2.  i86t,  the  regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Stales  for  three  months 
and  was  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe.  In  this 
vicinity,  and  at  Newport  News,  he  served  out 
the  time  of  his  enlistment  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Big  Bethel.  He  then  returned  home 
and  resumed  his  clerical  position  for  a  short 
period  of  time,  after  which  he  again  enlisted  and 
became  captain  of  Company  C  ,  Tenth  Vermont 
Volunteers,  having  also  served  on  the  staff  of 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  in  1865  he  re- 
tired from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Sheldon 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  marble  business  and 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Sheldon  &  Sla- 
son, which  soon  changed  its  name  to  Sheldon  & 
Sons,  and  still  later  conducted  business  under  the 
style  of  the  Sheldon  Marble  Company,  Mr.  Shel- 
don acting  in  the  capacity  of  treasnrer.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Sheldon  is  a  firm  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  three 
years  served  as  selectman  of  Rutland :  was  a 
trustee  of  the  village  for  two  years  and  president 
of  the  board  for  one  year.  Upon  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Rutland,  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  after 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years  he  was 
elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  mayor  of 
Rutland,  which  position  he  held  for  one  year. 
In  18-6  Mr.  Sheldon  represented  the  city  of  Rut- 
land in  the  Vermont  legislature,  and  was  senior 
aide-de  camp  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Horace 
Fairbanks  with  the  rank  of  colonel  during  his 
term  of  office.  On  April  20,  1897,  he  was  aj>- 
pointed  postmaster  of  Rutland,  and  was  reap- 
pointed January  14.  1902. 

On  December  20,  1866,  Mr.  Sheldon  married 
Miss  Caroline  A.  Eastman,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  city,  April  24,  1846,  and  the  following 
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named  children  have  been  born  to  them:  1. 
Charles  Alexander,  born  October  17,  1S67,  is  now 
in  business  in  New  York  city  2.  Augustus  East- 
man, born  June  25,  18(19,  who  married  Louise 
Craik,  a  direct  descendant  of  Dr.  Craik,  cousin  and 
physician  to  General  George  Washington ;  they 
reside  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tennessee.  3.  Mary  Hat- 
field, born  March  31,  1S71,  married  E.  W.  Keck, 
of  New  York  city,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
a  daughter  Mary.  4.  Frances  Marion,  born 
February  1,  1873,  married  T.  F.  Marston,  son 
of  the  late  Isaac  Marston,  who  was  chief  justice 
of  Michigan ;  of  her  marriage  were  born  Helen, 
Sheldon,  Marion  and  Thomas  F.  Marston,  Jr. 
5.  John  Somcrville,  born  February  4,  1875,  is 
engaged  in  the  beet  sugar  industry  in  Saginaw, 
Michigan.  (>.  Carolyn  Fearl  was  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1876.  7.  Archie  McDaniels  Sheldon  was 
bom  April  23,  1885. 

ELISHA  MAY. 

Elisha  May,  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of 
St.  Johnsbury,  carries  in  his  veins  the  blood  of 
worthy  sires,  who  were  among  the  first  in  re- 
claiming New  England  from  the  wilderness,  re- 
placing savagery  with  civilization.  John  May 
(1),  born  in  1590.  at  May  field,  Sussex,  England, 
according  to  tradition,  was  the  owner  of  a  ship, 
The  James,  which  sailed  as  early  as  1635  between 
London  and  the  New  England  coast.  Alwut 
1640  he  settled  in  that  part  of  Roxbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, known  as  Jamaica  Plain,  was  a  member 
of  Eliot's  church,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in 
1641.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  unknown, 
and  his  second  wife  is  mentioned  in  his  will 
as  Sarah.  The  former  died  June  18,  165 1,  and 
the  latter  May  4,  1670.  He  died  April  28.  1670, 
four  days  after  making  his  will,  in  which  are 
mentioned  house  and  lands  and  carpenter's 
tools. 

John  May  (2).  born  in  1631,  in  England,  died 
September  11.  \6yi.  He  married  Sarah 
(Brewer)  Bruce,  daughter  of  Daniell  and  Joanna 
Brewer,  the  Christian  name  of  her  first  husband 
being  now  unknown.  They  had  four  sons  and 
four  daughters.  He  added  to  his  father's  estate, 
and  left  lands  and  also  carpenter's  tools.  He 
was  admitted  freeman  in  1660. 

Elisha  Mav  (3)  was  born  March  20,  1668-9, 
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lived  in  Roxbury  until  about  1695,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Kehoboih,  Massachusetts. 

Benjamin  May  (4),  born  1705-6,  had  two 
sons  and  a  daughter.  The  name  of  his  wife  is 
unknown,  as  is  also  die  date  of  his  death. 

Benjamin  May  (5),  born  in  1741,  died  in 
1835.  He  married  Hopestill  Dexter,  and  had 
twelve  children.  He  first  bore  the  christian 
name  of  Clark,  but  the  time  when  he  changed  it 
is  not  known.  He  lived  some  time  in  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  and  afterward  at  Royal- 
ston,  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed  to  West 
Concord,  Vermont,  where  he  died.  His  wife  was 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  said  by  one 
authority  that  sonic  of  his  children  were  born 
at  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  and  all  of  them  be- 
fore his  settlement  in  Vermont.  Tradition  has 
it  that  he  served  in  the  Revolutionary  wat.  Of 
a  social  disposition,  with  a  gift  for  humor  and 
rhyming,  he  retained  his  faculties  until  a  year 
before  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
four  years. 

Elisha  May  (6),  born  in  1772,  died  Novem- 
ber 10,  1841.  He  was  J.  farmer  in  Concord.  Ver- 
mont, and  died  without  warning,  while  standing 
in  cheerful  conversation  with  a  friend.  He  mar- 
ried Polly,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  (Lamb) 
Underwood,  of  Concord.  They  had  two  sons, 
Dennis  and  Preston. 

Preston  May  (7),  born  November  3,  1809, 
in  Concord,  died  February  4,  1865,  in  the  same 
town.  He  married  Sophia  Stevens  Grout, 
daughter  of  Theophilus  and  Johanna  (Willard) 
Grout,  of  Kirby,  Caledonia  countv,  Vermont,  a 
descendant  of  Dutch  ancestors  who  settled  in 
New  York  in  the  seventeenth  century.  He  is 
spoken  of  as  an  upright,  energetic,  "stirring 
Yankee  man,"  and  was  a  farmer  and  cattle 
broker. 

Elisha  May.  of  St.  Johnsbury,  son  ot  Pres- 
ton and  Sophia  Stevens  (Grout)  May,  was  born 
in  Concord,  Vermont,  December  12,  1842.  He 
was  educated  at  the  common  schools  and  at  St. 
Johnsbury  Academy.  After  his  preliminary 
studies  he  read  law  with  Jonathan  Ross,  Esq., 
at  St.  Johnsbury,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  the  Deceml>er  term  in  Caledonia  county  in 
1867.  The  following  year  he  served  as  assist- 
ant clerk  in  the  house  of  representatives  under 
John  H.  Flagg.   At  one  time  a  partner  of  Henry 
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C.  Belden,  Esq.,  and  later  of  Hon.  Henry  C. 
Bates,  Mr.  May  is  now  associated  with  Robert 
"\Y.  Simonds. 

Formerly  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
be  withdrew  his  allegiance  in  1884,  being  a  pro- 
nounced opponent  of  the  doctrines  of  the  pro- 
tectionists, and  is  now  a  strong  Cleveland  Demo- 
crat of  the  independent  type,  who  believes  in 
principle  rather  than  party. 

During  the  war  lie  made  an  attempt  to  enlist 
in  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  Vermont  Volun- 
teers, but  was  rejected.  A  second  effort  was 
more  successful,  and  lie  was  enrolled  in  the 
Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  New  York  Cavalry, 
under  Colonel  Ferris  Jacobs.  He  received  a 
commission  from  Governor  Fenton  as  first  lieu- 
tenant and  regimental  commissary,  but  was  not 
present  at  any  battle  of  the  war. 

Mr.  May  has  also  knelt  at  the  shrine  of  Free- 
masonry, having  taken  the  degrees  of  blue  lodge, 
chapter  and  temple,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
Chamberlain  l'ost  No  1,  G.  A.  R. 

A  modest  and  unassuming  man,  notwith- 
standing his  liberal  and  advanced  view  of  the 
present  aspect  of  public  affairs,  he  has  never 
sought  for  political  promotion,  but  was  the  can- 
didate for  auditor  of  accounts  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  in  1800  and  1892,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  state  committee  for  Caledonia  county. 

Mr.  May  was  in  1893  appointed  bank  ex- 
aminer in  Vermont  by  President  Cleveland,  and 
served  five  years,  and  is  at  present  director  of 
the  Mate  prison  and  house  of  correction. 

Mr.  May  was  married  December  12,  1872, 
t<»  Miss  Funicc  A.  S..  daughter  of  Sumner  W. 
and  Rosette  (Eastman)  Arnold.  Three  chil- 
dren have  Ix-en  born  of  this  marriage:  Florence, 
Joanna  Rosette  and  liealrice  Sophia  May. 

CHARLES  AUGUSTUS  BRADBURY. 

Charles  A.  Bradbury,  a  retired  naval  officer, 
now  residing  in  Yergciitus.  is  a  native  of  that 
citv,  where  he  was  Ix>rn  March  1.  184^.  His 
fir»t  ancestor  in  this  country  was  Thomas  Brad- 
bury, who  wss  baptized  in  Wicken -Bonaut.  Kssex 
county.  Fngland."  February  28.  K.10-11,  and  be- 
longed  to  the  eighth  generation,  according  to 
records  preserved  in  that  country.  As  early  as 
1634  he  visited  the  coast  of  Maine,  as  agent  of 


Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  proprietor  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Maine,  and  came  to  Massachusetts  in 
1637,  and  settled  in  Salisbury  in  1638.  His  wife. 
Mary,  was  among  those  condemned  during  the 
so-called  "witch'"  persecution,  but  escaped  exe- 
cution. 

The  second  generation  included  Wymond 
Bradbury,  born  April  I,  1637,  who  lived  in  Salis- 
bury, and  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Sarah  Bike.  He  died  April  7,  1669,  on  the  Island 
of  Nevis,  West  Indies. 

Wymond  (3),  son  of  Wymond  (2)  and  Sarah 
Bradbury,  born  May  13,  1669,  married  Maria 
Cotton,  born  in  January,  1671-72,  daughter  of 
Rev.  John  Cotton,  Jr.,  first  president  of  Harvard 
College,  and  his  wife,  Johanna.  John  Cotton, 
Jr.,  was  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Cotton.  Wy- 
mond Bradbury  died  April  17.  1734,  at  York, 
Maine. 

Theophilus  (4),  son  of  Wymond  and  Maria 
Bradbury,  was  lx>rn  July  8,  1706,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1704.  August  4,  1730,  he  married  Ann 
Woodman,  who  was  born  July  23.  1708,  and  died 
July  12,  1743.  He  resided  in  Newbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  a  prominent  citizen. 

Theophilus  (5),  son  of  Theophilus  and  Ann 
Bradbury  was  born  November  13,  1730.  in  New- 
bury. Massachusetts.  He  graduated  fr>m  Har- 
vard College  in  1757,  and  settled  in  the  practice 
of  law  at  Falmouth,  Maine.  He  returned  to 
Newbury  in  1779,  and  was  elected  a  mendier  of 
the  first  federal  Congress  from  the  Fsscx  dis- 
trict. In  1797  he  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the 
Massachusetts  supreme  court,  and  occupied  this 
jMjsition  at  bis  death,  September  6,  1803.  His 
wife,  Sally  Jones,  bore  him  eight  children.  One 
of  these,  Francis  Bradbury,  was  an  early  settler 
at  Vergennes,  Vermont,  where  he  was  a  large 
merchant.  Through  him,  his  brother,  Charles 
Bradbury,  became  interested  in  the  town  and 
ultimately  died  there,  at  the  home  of  his  son. 
mentioned  below. 

Charles  Bradbury  (6)  was  born  in  1775.  at 
Portland,  Maine,  and  sjient  the  greater  pan  of 
his  life  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  His  last  days 
were  passed  among  his  children,  and  he  died 
July  11,  1853,  at  Vergennes.  He  and  his  wife, 
Eleonora  dimming,  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :   Charles  W.,  Mary  Kent,  Eleo- 
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nora  dimming,  Caroline  Keith,  George,  Harriet 
M.  and  Thomas. 

Charles  William  Bradbury  (7)  was  born 
March  26,  181 1,  in  Boston,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated.  Early  in  life  he  went  to  sea,  in 
command  of  his  own  vessels,  and  made  manv 
voyages,  sailing  to  European  ports  and  to  the  East 
Indes  and  China.  In  order  to  care  for  his  father's 
interests  here,  lie  took  up  his  abode  in  Vcrgennes, 
where  he  operated  a  grist  and  flouring  mill  for 
some  years.  For  a  short  time  subsequently,  he 
resided  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  whence  he  returned 
to  Ycrgenns.  He  was  very  active  in  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  grand 
master  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Vermont  in  1849. 
In  1863  he  became  an  employe  of  the  United 
States  government,  in  the  treasury  department, 
and,  after  some  years'  residence  in  Washington, 
removed  to  Boston,  where  his  death  occurred 
February  8,  1881,  near  the  close  of  his  seventieth 
year.  His  wife,  Eleanor  F.  Bradley,  born  Sep- 
tember lo,  1825.  in  Fairfield,  Vermont,  was  a 
daughter  of  Jcphtha  Bradley,  a  native  of  the 
same  town.  The  last  named  resided  in  St.  Al- 
bans many  years,  and  was  auditor  of  the  state 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Bradbury  passed 
away  May  22,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  three  are  now 
living,  namely:  William  C,  Charles  A.  and 
George  W.  Bradbury. 

William  C.  Bradbury  was  educated  in  Vcr- 
gennes, and  followed  mercantile  pursuits  there 
and  in  Philadelphia,  Washington  and  Boston.  He 
followed  the  sea  several  years,  in  the  merchant 
marine,  and  is  now  an  invalid,  residing  in  New 
Hampshire. 

George  Winslow  was  reared  in  Vcrgennes, 
■where  he  attended  public  and  private  schools.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  commercial  employment  in 
Vcrgennes,  in  Michigan,  Chicago  and  Boston, 
where  he  now  resides. 

Charles  A.  Bradbury  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  until  his  sixteenth  year, 
when  he  entered  the  United  States  Naval  Acad- 
emv  at  Annapolis,  from  which  be  was  grad- 
uated in  his  twentieth  year.  Entering  at  once 
upon  active  duty,  he  performed  sea  and  shore 
service  until  his  retirement,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant,  in  September,  1896,  and  has  since 


maintained  his  home  in  Vcrgennes.  In  1893  he 
was  married  to  Lucy  C.  Lilley,  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  her  father,  Frederick  B.  Lilley,  has 
been  employed  in  the  national  treasury  depart- 
ment for  several  years  past.  Lieutenant  Brad- 
bury is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  being 
a  member  of  Dorchester  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Vergennes. 

GEORGE  BRIGGS. 

George  Briggs,  a  leading  lawyer  and  financier 
of  Brandon,  Vermont,  is  descended  from  a  fam- 
ilf  of  Massachusetts  origin.  His  great-grand- 
father, Ebenczer  Briggs,  was  a  captain  in  Colonel 
Israel  Fearring's  regiment  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  and  afterwards  l>ccame  a  Baptist 
clergyman  at  Middlcboro,  Massachusetts.  His 
son  was  called  Ebenczer  second.  He  left  several 
children,  among  whom  was  Levi,  who  was  born 
in  Middlcboro,  Massachusetts,  September  14, 
1771,  and  died  in  1836,  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
El>enezcr  Nelson  Briggs,  in  Brandon,  Vermont. 
Levi  Briggs  married  Betsy  Nelson,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Ebenezer  Nel- 
son, Levi,  Sumner  and  Henry. 

Ebenczer  Nelson  Briggs,  eldest  son  of  Levi 
and  Betsy  ( Nelson)  Briggs,  was  born  at  Mid- 
dlcboro. Massachusetts,  November  1,  1801.  In 
his  early  life  his  parents  removed  to  Salisbury, 
Vermont,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  He  studied  law  with  Gordon  Newell,  at 
Pittsford,  Vermont,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1823.  He  first  practiced  at  Salisbury,  and 
afterwards  moved  to  Brandon,  where  he  prac- 
ticed law  and  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  that 
town  until  his  death.  He  was  attorney  for  the 
Rutland  Railroad  for  many  years,  and  also  vice 
president  of  the  Brandon  Bank,  ire  represented 
his  town  in  the  house,  and  was  speaker  of  that 
body,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  state  senate. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  that  party  he  became  a  Republican.  He 
was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Abigail  Miles,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children,  all  l>orn  in  Salisbury,  Ver- 
mont: Sumner  J.,  born  April  14,  1828;  Ellen  E., 
who  married  Lorenzo  Bixby,  born  April  10.  1830; 
G.  Newell,  born  in  1832;  and  Charles  W.  Briggs. 
born  October  15,  1835.    Mr.  Briggs V  wife  died 
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in  1836,  and  in  1837  he  married  Louisa  With- 
ercll,  widow  of  Mr.  Hutcliins,  of  Montpelier,  who 
died  August  5,  1851.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children  :  Edward  D.,  born  in  1838, 
who  died  in  infancy ;  Jennie  Louisa,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Hon.  Ebenezer  J.  Ormsbee,  the  gov- 
ernor of  Vermont  from  1886  to  1888,  was  born 
February  4,  1841,  and  died  June  I,  1866;  George, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Frank,  who  was 
born  September  7,  1845,  and  died  in  March. 
1893.  After  the  death  of  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Adaline  Young.  They  had  no  children.  Mr. 
Briggs  died  January  26,  1871. 

George  Briggs,  third  child  and  second  son  of 
Ebenezer  N.  and  Louisa  (Witherell)  Briggs,  was 
born  April  26,  1844,  in  Brandon,  Vermont.  He 
was  educated  in  the  high  schools  of  his  native 
place,  at  the  Vermont  Episcopal  Institute  of  Bur- 
lington, and  Hobart  College,  Geneva,  New  York, 
graduating  from  the  last  named  institution  in 
1866  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in 
1869  received  that  of  Master  of  Arts.  He  read 
law  in  the  office  of  ex-Senator  George  F.  Ed- 
munds, in  Burlington,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year 
entered  the  office  of  his  father  and  Governor  E. 
J.  Ormsbee,  who  were  law  associates  for  many 
years  and  until  the  death  of  Ebenezer  N.  Briggs. 
George  Briggs  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  Albany  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Rutland  county  court  in  Septem- 
ber, 1868.  He  was  associated  in  practice  with 
his  father  and  Mr.  Ormsbee  until  the  death  of 
the  former,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  partner- 
ship, the  style  of  the  firm  remainng  the  same. 
The  firm  is  now  probably  the  oldest  law  firm  in 
the  state,  having  been  in  existence  for  thirty-six 
years,  and  it  has  remained  unchanged  thirty-three 
years.  The  firm  conducts  a  large  general  practice. 
Mr.  Briggs  has  in  charge  the  real  estate  and  city 
loan  business  of  the  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Montpelier.  and  his  transactions  are 
largely  in  the  west,  looking  after  the  real  estate 
and  city  loans  of  that  company.  His  office  for 
this  business  is  in  Montpelier,  while  his  law  office 
is  in  Brandon.  Since  1876  he  has  been  a  director 
in  the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  is  now,  with  a  single  exception,  the  oldest 
member  of  the  board.  Since  1889  he  has  been  a 
director  in  the  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 
was  formerly  a  director  of  the  Rutland  Savings 


Bank,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Rutland 
Trust  Company.  He  held  the  offices  of  town 
clerk,  clerk  of  the  village  school  district,  and 
clerk  of  the  fire  district  from  1868  to  180,4.  In 
1880  he  represented  his  town  in  the  assembly, 
and  in  1S88  was  state  senator  from  Rutland 
county. 

Mr.  Briggs  is  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Bar 
Association.  He  belongs  to  several  associations 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  is  a  member 
of  the  standing  committee,  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  diocese  of  Vermont,  and  also  of  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  the  bishop  of  Vermont.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  general  conventions  held 
at  Washington  in  1898  and  in  San  Francisco 
in  1901. 

Mr.  Briggs  married,  September  15,  1868, 
Sarah  F.,  daughter  of  Theodoras  Piatt,  and  of 
this  marriage  were  born  three  children :  William 
R.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
Chicago;  George  L.,  who  is  in  the  photograph 
engraving  business  in  the  same  city ;  and  Jennie 
P.,  who  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  George  W.  Dav- 
cnjx>rt,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  formerly  of  New  York  city.  The 
last  named  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Eleanor,  Willard  and  George  W.  Davenport- 
Mrs.  Briggs  died  September  4,  1876,  and  Mr. 
Briggs  married,  October  6,  1881,  Anna  S., 
daughter  of  Julius  E.  and  Catherine  M.  Higgtns, 
of  Brandon,  Vermont,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  children :  Catherine  M.  and  Florence  D. 
Briggs. 

DAVID  G.  CRANE. 

The  family  of  which  David  G.  Crane,  of  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  is  a  representative,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  annals  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
earliest  native  ancestor  was  Henry  A.  Crane  (i), 
born  in  England,  January  30,  1640,  who  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  I,  and  settled  in  Milton,  Massachusetts, 
in  1648.  He  was  one  of  ten  children.  From  him 
the  line  of  descent  is  through  Stephen  (2)  :  Ben- 
jamin (3),  born  December  17,  1692;  and  loseph 
(4).  born  February  28.  1724.  Of  these  an- 
cestors above  named,  little  is  known,  and  au- 
thentic information  begins  with  Joseph,  Ir.  (5), 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  David  G.  Crane. 
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Joseph  Crane,  Jr.,  was  born  August  4,  1757, 
in  Milton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  reared 
and  acquired  his  education.  He  married  Deliv- 
erance Mills,  a  native  of  the  same  village  with 
himself.  About  1782.  when  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Washington,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  and  where  he  died  June  30,  1841,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  widow 
survived  him,  and  died  August  17,  1845.  They 
were  the  genuine  pioneer  type,  of  strong  char- 
acter, persistent  industry,  and  living  lives  marked 
with  all  the  domestic  virtues.  In  religon  they 
were  Baptists. 

Among  their  children  was  Ziba,  born  in  Wash- 
ington, New  Hampshire,  November  19,  1796. 
He  was  reared  on  the  family  homestead  and  be- 
gan his  education  in  the  neighborhood  schools. 
He  then  learned  blacksmithing,  and  followed  his 
trade  until  he  was  forty-eight  years  of  age,  when 
he  bought  a  farm  upon  which  he  made  his  home. 
He  was  a  Baptist,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
church  affairs,  at  different  times  occupying  vari- 
ous official  positions.  Ho  married  Roxanna  Proc- 
tor, who  was  born  in  Windsor,  Vermont,  March 
12,  1801,  and  who  died  Apiil  27,  1844,  aged  fifty- 
three  years,  after  bearing  him  four  children,  of 
whom  are  now  living  three — Roxanna,  widow  of 
Henry  Smith ;  Willard ;  and  David  G.  Crane.  The 
father  of  these  children  later  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Eunice  Boutelle.  who  is  now  living  in 
New  Hampshire.  He  exceeded  his  father  in 
longevity,  living  until  October  21,  1885,  and  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

David  G.,  the  youngest  child  of  Ziba  and 
Roxanna  (Proctor)  Crane,  was  born  in  East 
Washington,  New  Hampshire,  August  7,  1834. 
He  was  reared  and  began  his  education  in  his 
native  village,  and  subsequently  completed  an 
academical  course  in  Tubbs  Union  Academy  un- 
der Professor  Sanborn,  and  educator  of  wide  re- 
pute. After  leaving  school  and  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  l'.urlington,  April  21, 
1856,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  enter- 
ing the  employ  of  Lawrence  Barnes.  Under 
this  masterly  manager  he  acquired  a  broad  knowl- 
edge of  the  trade  which  served  him  to  good 
purpose  at  a  later  day.  In  1858,  being  then 
twenty- four  years  old.  he  formed  a  business  asso- 
ciation with  his  brother  Willard,  who  was  four 


years  his  senior,  and  this  connection  has  been 
pleasantly  and  profitably  maintained  to  the  pres- 
ent day. 

For  the  first  few  years  of  h<s  membership 
in  the  firm  of  W.  &  D.  G.  Crane,  David  G. 
Crane  was  steadily  engaged  at  the  bench  in  the 
manufacture  of  packing  boxes,  and,  as  the  busi- 
ness expanded,  they  came  to  require  the  services 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  its  manage- 
ment became  so  exacting  as  to  require  the  major 
share  of  his  attention.  The  firm  is  famed  as  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  manufacturing 
plants  in  Vermont,  and  its  field  covers  a  wide 
range  of  territory.  For  forty-five  years  past  it 
has  conducted  an  extensive  lumber  business  in 
Burlington,  and  the  members  of  the  firm  have 
also  extended  their  activities  into  various  kindred 
lines,  including  large  lumber  works  in  Muskegon, 
Michigan,  and  in  Natick,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Crane  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of 
the  Lakeside  Shoe  Company,  whose  large  fac- 
tory was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1902.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  organizers  of  and  is  a  director  in  the 
Vermont  Shade  Roller  Company,  operating  a 
large  factory  in  Vergennes,  Vermont,  with  a 
branch  factory  and  office  in  Burlington,  and  is 
vice  president  and  managing  director  of  the  Bur- 
lington Venetian  Blind  Company.  A  man  of 
broad  business  ability,  he  is  known  as  a  most 
successful  and  enterprising  manager,  and  the 
various  interests  with  which  he  is  connected  form 
an  important  part  of  the  business  life  of  his 
community,  and  afford  employment  to  several 
hundred  workmen. 

Mr.  Crane  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  is  numbered  among  its  most  active  support- 
ers; for  many  years  he  has  served  upon  the 
finance  committee,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  to  which  was  committed  the  enlarging 
of  the  house  of  worship.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  re- 
ceived fourteen  degrees  in  the  Scottish  Rite. 

Mr.  Crane  was  married  March  IT,  1858.  to 
Miss  Sarah  Zottman,  a  native  of  Burlington,  who 
was  born  in  1837,  and  died  in  1890.  Two  chil- 
dren, Clarence  G.  and  Howard,  were  born  of  this 
marriage.  Clarence  G.  Crane,  born  February  10, 
1859,  is  now  foreman  of  the  lumber  yard  now 
operated  by  his  father  and  uncle.  He  married 
Miss  Johanna  Apoll,  who  was  born  in  Michigan, 
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and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children,  Ray 
D.,  Howard,  Fred  and  Sarah.  Howard  Crane, 
born  September  24,  1866,  is  engaged  as  book- 
keeper for  the  firm  of  YV:  &  D.  G.  Crane.  He 
married  Miss  Minerva  L.  Walker,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  a  son,  Harold  Eastman. 

DR.  ASH  BEL.  ARZY  DEAN. 

Dr.  Ashbel  A.  Dean  was  a  man  of  note  and 
acknowledged  ability,  occupying  during  his  life 
a  position  of  prominence  and  influence  both  in 
the  business  and  official  world.  His  grandfather, 
and  namesake,  Ashbel  A.  Dean,  was  a  pioneer  of 
Monkton,  and  the  family  was  long  identified  with 
the  interests  of  that  town  and  surrounding  com- 
munity. 

Dr.  Dean,  oldest  of  the  three  children  of  his 
parents,  was  born  in  Monkton,  Addison  county, 
Vermont,  February  6,  1857.  His  education  was 
received  at  the  New  Haven  Academy,  supple- 
mented by  an  academical  course  at  Burlington 
College  and  followed  by  attendance  in  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  New  York  University, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1878. 
Immediately  thereafter  he  located  at  Hristol,  Y'cr- 
mont,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  kept  tip  during  the  following 
twelve  years.  In  1890  lie  abandoned  regular 
professional  work  and  was  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  for  five  years,  after  which  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  retire  permanently  from  active 
business  and  this  retirement  continued  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  5,  1899.  Dr.  Dean 
was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  one  of  the  local 
leaders  of  his  party.  He  held  all  the  minor  offices, 
represented  the  town  in  the  legislature,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  held  the  position  of  senator. 
He  was  often  a  delegate  to  the  various  conven- 
tions, and  for  some  years  held  the  office  of  town 
treasurer.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  Free- 
masonry, holding  degrees  in  the  blue  lodge,  chap- 
ter, council  and  commandery,  and  was  often  hon- 
ored by  election  to  the  offices  of  the  different 
bodies. 

May  26,  1880,  Dr.  Dean  was  married  to  Miss 
Lillian,  daughter  of  James  Wills,  a  native  and 
respected  citizen  of  this  town.  The  last  named 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  in  business  at 
Bristol  tor  many  years,  selling  sash,  doors  and 


blinds.  He  married  Elizabeth  Higgin,  a  native 
of  Rupert,  in  Bennington  county,  and  by  her  had 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  They 
arc  Mrs.  Dean;  Nellie  M.,  now  Mrs.  Marshall 
Butterfield ;  and  Mabel,  wife  of  Harry  Dunshee, 
mentioned  in  a  sketch  appearing  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Dean  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is 
one  of  the  honored  residents  of  Bristol  and  con- 
nected by  descent  with  old  and  esteemed  Untiles 
of  the  county.  She  has  an  only  son,  whose  name 
is  Leon,  and  her  parents  make  their  home  in  her 
hospitable  residence  at  Bristol. 

CHARLES  T.  WALTER. 

Charles  T.  Walter,  editor  and  manager  of 
the  St.  Johnsbury  Republican,  is  a  native  of  the 
state,  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  familes, 
his  earliest  American  ancestors  having  come  from 
England  to  Connecticut  in  early  colonial  days. 
His  great-grandfather,  Augustus  Walter,  shortly 
after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  reiw  >vcd 
from  Connecticut  to  Vermont  and  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  on  the  tract  now  occupied  by  the 
town  of  Burke,  clearing  the  land  and  making 
a  productive  farm.  Here  were  born  his  son  I'or- 
ter,  and  his  grandson,  Augustus  \'„  and  his 
great-grandson,  Charles  T.  Walter.  In  its  vari- 
ous generations,  the  members  of  the  family  have 
been  known  as  industrious,  frugal  and  of  strict 
integrity. 

Augustus  P.  Walter  was  born  in  1832  and 
died  in  1871.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  Newbury  Seminary.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  also  a  teacher,  and  was  famous  in 
his  day  in  the  latter  occupation,  teaching  numer- 
ous terms  of  school  with  much  success.  It  is 
of  inlerest  to  note  that  his  capabilities  as  an  edu- 
cator seem  to  have  been  inherited  by  his  youngest 
son,  Herbert  E.  Walter,  who,  having  graduated 
from  Bates  College  in  1892,  and  from  Brown  Col- 
lege with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  180,3. 
studied  for  two  years  in  Germany,  and  U  now  a 
successful  teacher  of  biology  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Augustus  P.  Walter  mar- 
ried Belsey  A.  Brockway,  who  was  born  in  Sut- 
ton, Vermont,  in  1839,  and  is  yet  living.  She 
descended  from  a  family  noted  for  its  thrift  and 
broadmindedness. 

Their  son,  Charles  T.  Walter,  was  bom  in 
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1863.  After  beginning  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  attended  Lyndon  Institute  and  Hates 
College,  and  graduated  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion in  1885,  receiving  from  it  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1888.  He  gave  early  evidence 
of  inclination  and  talent  for  the  profession  which 
he  adopted  for  his  life  work.  While  fitting  for 
college  he  conducted  a  meritorious  little  journal, 
The  Mercury,  himself  doing  all  the  editorial  and 
mechanical  work  necessary  to  its  publication. 
During  his  college  days  he  was  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  Bales  Sin  dent,  a  monthly  published  in  the 
interest  of  the  institution,  and  he  also  performed 
creditable  work  as  a  local  reporter  on  the  Lcw- 
iston  (Maine)  Daily  Journal. 

In  1885,  at  the  founding  of  the  St.  Johnsbury 
Republican.  Mr.  Walter  was  made  the  business 
manager,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  he 
has  been  almost  continuously  connected  with  that 
paper.  In  1898,  when  the  Republican  Publish- 
ing Company  was  incorporated,  Mr.  Walter  be- 
came president  of  that  company,  as  well  as  editor 
and  manager  of  the  paper.  Under  his  con- 
duct The  Republican  has  been  made  a  model 
journal,  exhibiting  fine  editorial  ability,  and  is 
recognized  as  reliable  and  widely  influential,  hav- 
ing built  up  a  circulation  larger  than  that  of  any 
other  newspaper  in  eastern  Vermont.  Mr.  Wal- 
ter holds  to  lofty  ideals,  never  lowering  the  tone 
of  his  journal  to  meet  commercial  ends,  but  gov- 
erning his  editorial  conduct  by  a  healthy  scnti- 
mentalism  which  regards  the  moral  interests  of 
the  state  and  community  as  superior  to  merely 
material  ends. 

Mr.  Walter  has  ever  steadfastly  adhered  to 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  acted  with  various 
political  organizations  and  has  frequently  served 
as  a  delegate  in  various  state  and  local  conven- 
tions. With  his  wife  he  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  church  of  Lyndon,  which 
he  serves  as  a  trustee,  and  of  whose  Sunday- 
school  he  was  superintendent  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Walter  was  married  June  9,  1886,  to 
Miss  Mabel  S.  Hall,  an  accomplished  lady,  ener- 
getic in  advancing  church  and  social  interests. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Dudley  P.  Hall,  deceased, 
who  was  a  large  lumber  manufacturer,  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  Vermont  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and 
broad  liberality,  and  was  active  in  promoting 
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public  interests,  particularly  along  educational 
lines.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter:  Dorothy  Charlotte.  Elizabeth 
Gregory  and  Edward  Hall  Walter,  respectively 
fourteen,  twelve  and  four  years  old. 

HORATIO  CLAYTON  SIMMONS. 

Horatio  C.  Simmons,  a  leading  manufacturer 
of  North  Bennington,  Vermont,  proprietor  of  a 
factory  situated  at  38  Main  street,  numbers  among 
his  immediate  ancestors  men  of  strong  character 
and  business  ability.  George  Simmons,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  England  in  1750,  and  was 


HORATIO  CLAYTON  SIMMONS. 


captain  of  a  vessel  sailing  httween  Kngland  and 
America.  In  1800  he  was  shipwrecked,  going 
down  with  his  vessel,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  By 
his  wife,  Laura,  he  had  two  children. 

George  \V.  Simmons,  son  of  George  and 
Laura  Simmons,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  re- 
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ccivcd  his  education  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina. As  a  boy  he  was  living  in  New  Orleans  at 
the  time  when  General  Jackson  fortified  it,  and 
helped,  no  doubt,  to  his  inexpressible  pride  and 
delight,  to  build  the  earth  works  which  were  to 
defend  the  city  from  the  enemy.  His  exultation 
must  have  been  great,  indeed,  when  the  enemy 
came  and  were  repulsed  with  almost  no  loss  to 
the  American  side.  It  is  possible  that  what  he 
saw  at  this  time  of  "Old  Hickory"  helped  to 
make  him  the  ardent  Democrat  which  he  became 
in  after  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  came 
to  the  north,  invented  street  and  coach  lamps, 
and  settled  in  Troy,  New,  and  later  in  Benning- 
ton. Vermont,  where  he  opened  a  tinware  store, 
which  he  conducted  until  his  death,  which  took 
plare  in  1861,  when  he  was  sixty-one  years  old. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  oldest 
merchants  in  the  town.  He  married  Abi- 
gail Pettis  Wills,  born  in  Franklyn,  Con- 
necticut, daughter  of  Herman  Wills,  a  pioneer, 
who  was  born  in  the  last  named  place  and  died 
there  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Mrs.  Simmons 
belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  her 
native  place.  Her  brother  was  mayor  of  Nor- 
wich, Connecticut,  was  nominated  for  governor 
of  the  state,  and  came  within  six  votes  of  being 
elected.  Her  mother,  Mary  McLean,  born  in 
Edinburg.  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the  laird 
of  Dumbarton  castle,  had  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church :  the  date  of  her  death  is  unknown.  Mrs. 
Simmons  had  ten  children,  all  of  whom  died  with 
the  exception  of  Horatio;  their  names  were: 
George,  Hiram.  James,  Frederick.  Man-,  Maria. 
Alice.  Margaret.  Carrie  and  Horatio.  Mrs. 
Simmons  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

Horatio  C.  Simmons,  son  of  George  W.  and 
Abigail  Pettis  (Wills)  Simmons,  was  born  Aug- 
ust 13.  1857,  in  the  house  which  is  now  his  resi- 
dence. He  was  educated  in  the  graded  schools, 
and  learned  the  tinsmith's  trade.  From  1879, 
the  tin  and  heating  business  which  his  brother  had 
conducted  with  their  father  for  twenty-five  years, 
was  changed  to  the  steam  heating,  and  subse- 
quently to  the  boiler  manufacturing  business.  This 
business  he  managed  for  ten  years,  and  then  in- 
vented the  boiler  known  as  the  Simmons  steam 


boiler  and  hot  water  heater,  the  manufacture  of 
which  has  aggregated  to  this  date  (1902)  more 
than  two  thousand.  The  state  of  Massachusetts 
gave  indisputable  evidence  through  its  officials 
of  its  approval  of  Mr.  Sinimons's  device,  by  in- 
corporating it  in  the  plans  of  the  most  improved 
methods  of  heating  public  buildings ;  these  plans 
were  sent  to  the  Paris  Exposition,  and  were 
awarded  the  Grand  Prix.  He  also  manufactures 
all  heating  apparatus  of  the  latest  style  and  meth- 
ods, and  has  the  largest  business  of  the  kind 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  He  has  a  working 
force  of  twenty-five  men  in  his  establishment, 
and  sends  goods  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

In  politics  Mr.  Simmons  is  a  Democrat,  but 
is  not  partisan,  looking  more  to  the  merits  of  the 
candidate  than  to  the  party  he  represents.  He 
is  school  and  corporation  trustee,  member  of  the 
Tucker  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  holds  office 
therein.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  state  in  this 
connection  that  Mr.  Simmons's  father  was  made 
an  Odd  Fellow  in  1824.  Mr.  Simmons  is  the 
holder  of  diplomas  awarded  to  him  on  occasions 
when  his  goods  have  been  exhibited  in  exhibitions 
of  manufactured  articles.  Mr.  Simmons  owns 
a  block  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Simmons  married,  in  1880,  Mattie  El- 
nora  Galusha,  daughter  of  Richmond  Galusha, 
of  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  who  was  born  there  and 
was  a  very  successful  farmer,  dying  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years ;  his  wife,  also  a  native  of  Shafts- 
bury,  and  still  living,  was  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living,  all  being  farmers 
of  Shaftsbury.  Mrs.  Simmons  is  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Governor  Galusha,  of  Vermont,  and 
comes  of  a  family  which  has  been  resident  in  the 
state  since  1715.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Simmons  are:  Carrie,  who  lives  with  her  par- 
ents ;  William :  Alice  F...  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years:  Bernard;  Herman;  and  Frederick. 
The  family  of  Mr.  Simmons  has  been  well  repre- 
sented among  government  officials,  one  of  his 
maternal  uncles,  William  Wills,  having  l>cen  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana.  His  brother,  George  H., 
served  as  probate  judge  and  selectman,  and  was 
in  the  secret  service  of  the  special  treasurv  depart- 
ment, New  York  city. 
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FULLER  C.  SMITH. 

Fuller  C.  Smith,  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  was 
born  in  St.  Armand,  province  of  Quebec,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1862,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith,  who  was  a  clergyman  in 
England,  and  later  he,  with  most  of  his  congrega- 
tion, came  to  \\  atertown,  Massachusetts.  The 
early  records  are  not  positively  clear  as  to  the 
•exact  date  at  which  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  parish,  whether  in  1636  or 
1637;  it  is,  however,  certain  that  he  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settled  pastors  of  that  section  of  the 
state,  and  undoubtedly  took  an  active  part  in  the 
founding  of  the  church.  His  other  pastorates 
■were  at  Windsor  and  Hartford,  Connecticut,  af- 
terwards becoming  the  first  settled  minister  at 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  His  first  pastorate  is 
graphically  described  in  a  readable  book  pub- 
lished in  1901  by  the  Century  Company  of  New 
York  under  the  title  "Colonial  Days  and  Ways." 
His  death  occurred  in  the  latter  named  city  prob- 
ably about  1648.  His  son,  Samuel  Smith,  had 
in  turn  a  son  by  the  name  of  Ebenezcr  Smith, 
who  was  the  great-great-gi  eat-grandfather  of 
Fuller  C.  Smith. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  great -great-grand father  of 
Fuller  C.  Smith,  was  born  at  Suffield,  Connecti- 
cut, March  3,  1701-02.  His  entire  life  was  spent 
in  the  town  of  his  birth,  where  he  was  looked 
upon  a,s  a  man  of  exemplary  character.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mercy  Smith,  and  seven  children  were 
"born  to  them.  His  death  occurred  in'  the  town  of 
Suffield.  Connecticut,  in  1776. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  Jr.,  great-grandfather  of 
Fuller  C.  Smith,  was  horn  at  Suffield,  Connecti- 
cut, May  22,  1729,  and  acquired  an  excellent 
education  in  the  common  schools.  For  many 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  teach- 
ing school  in  his  native  town,  where  he  resided 
until  1776,  when  he  removed  to  Rupert.  V  ermont, 
later  to  Pawlet,  Vermont,  where  he  remained 
until  1799.  and  after  a  three  years'  residence  in 
Orwell,  Vermont,  he  took  up  his  residence  with 
his  son,  Homer  Smith,  at  St.  Armand.  Canada 
East.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  hav- 
ing been  Sarah  McCartce,  who  became  the  mother 
•of  nine  children  ;  her  death  occurred  in  1778.  Mr. 
Smith  chose  for  his  second  wife  Sarah  Douglass, 
daughter  of  Domini  and  Mary  Douglass,  of  New 
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Milford,  Connecticut,  and  six  children  were  born 
of  this  union;  she  passed  away  in  1789,  survived 
by  her  husband,  who  died  at  the  residence  of  his 
son.  Homer  Smith,  October  19,  1821. 

Homer  D.  Smith,  grandfathei  of  Fuller  C. 
Smith,  was  born  at  Pawlet,  Vermont,  August 

21,  1782,  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  but 
early  in  life  took  an  active  interest  in  religious 
matters,  and  was  licensed  and  ordained  a  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  In 
1802  he  removed  to  St.  Armand,  province  of 
Quebec,  where  he  faithfully  performed  his  pas- 
toral duties,  and  at  the  same  time  cultivated  a 
large  tract  of  land,  which  is  still  the  property  of 
his  lineal  descendants.  His  first  wife  was  Caro- 
line Hush,  daughter  of  Stephen  Bush,  of  Orwell, 
Vermont,  who  died  April  28,  1832,  survived  by 
her  husband  and  five  children.  Mr.  Smith  was 
then  united  in  marriage  to  Abigail  Ayrcs,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child.  His  death  occurred 
October  12,  1837. 

Harvey  D.  Smith,  father  of  Fuller  C.  Smith, 
was  born  in  St.  Armand.  province  of  Quebec, 
November  28,  18 19,  and  after  obtaining  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming  on  the  old  homestead  until 
187T.  when  he  located  in  Lnosburg  Falls,  Ver- 
mont. Here  he  purchased  a  flour  and  grain  busi- 
ness, which  he  conducted  for  many  years.  While 
a  resident  of  Canada  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the 
most  extensive  agriculturists  of  the  section.  July 
24,  1842,  he  married  Eliza  Ann  Carpenter,  who 
was  born  at  St.  Armand,  Canada  East,  February 

22,  1821,  a  daughter  of  David  Fuller  Carpenter, 
who  was  born  at  Hanover,  New  Hampshire, 
June  30.  1785.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  a  prominent 
agriculturist  of  that  town,  and  married  Lucy  Joy, 
who  was  lM»rn  at  Plainfield,  New  Hampshire, 
June  21.  1788;  they  were  married  at  St.  Armand, 
Canada  East,  August  17,  1808.  Mr.  Carpenter 
died  December  17,  i860,  his  wife  having  passed 
awav  November  30,  1830. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Florence 
L.,  of  Enosburg  Falls,  Vermont :  Avery  James, 
who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Canada 
East;  Minnie  C,  wife  of  M.  (.'.  Cramton.  of 
F.nosburg  Falls.  Vermont ;  and  Fuller  C.  Smith. 
Homer  D.  Smith,  the  eldest  son,  died  December 
4,  1864.    Mr.  Smith  died  March  rr,  1898,  at 
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the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  wife's 
death  occurred  May  4.  1890. 

Fuller  C.  Smith  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
Enosburg  Falls,  Vermont,  and  this  was  supple- 
mented by  a  thorough  course  in  Brigham  Acad- 
emy at  Bakersfield,  Vermont,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1882.  He  chose  law  as  his  pro- 
fession, and,  having  pursued  his  studies  on  that 
subject  with  Edson,  Cross  and  Start,  of  St.  Al- 
bans, Vermont,  the  latter  named  being  now  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  October  29,  1885.  The  same  year  he 
removed  to  Vergcnnes,  Vermont,  where  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Frederick  E.  Wood- 
bridge,  ex-congressman  from  that  district.  In 
1888  he  removed  to  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  where 
he  carried  on  newspaper  work  in  connection  with 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  having  an  editorial 
connection  with  the  Vermont  Sentry,  a  weekly 
newspaper.  In  April,  1890,  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  deputy  collector  and  cashier  of 
United  States  customs  under  Collector  G.  G. 
Benedict,  during  President  Harrison's  adminis- 
tration, with  headquarters  at  St.  Albans,  Ver- 
mont; this  position  he  retained  until  October. 
1893.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  Vermont  board  of  railroad  commis- 
sioners, and  was  the  incumbent  of  that  office 
until  December,  1898.  Mr.  Smith  took  an  active 
part  in  securing  the  adoption  of  a  city  charter 
for  the  village  of  St.  Albans,  he  being  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  legislation  of  the  board  of 
trade  that  succeeded  in  securing  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  incorporation  by  the  general  assembly 
in  1896.  He  was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  the 
new  city  of  St.  Albans,  March  2,  1897.  and  he 
was  re-elected  to  that  office  again  the  following 
year.  In  1902  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
John  G.  McCulIough  tc  the  positon  of  state  ral- 
road  commissioner  for  a  term  of  six  years,  also 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  that  body. 
He  has  served  as  delegate  to  a  large  number  of 
conventions,  takes  an  active  part  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  during  his  administration  of  the  munici- 
pal affairs  of  St.  Albans  commanded  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  people  outside  of  party 
lines.  He  is  a  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Republican  League  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont, a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge  No.  4,  F. 


&  A  .  M.,  of  St.  Albans,  Champlain  Chapter  No. 
I,  and  Lafayette  Commandery  No.  3,  having  held 
office  in  the  various  bodies.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  State  Bar  Association,  trustee  of  the  public 
library,  director  in  the  Franklin  County  Savings 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  president  of  the  St. 
Albans  board  of  trade,  and  a  trustee  of  the  St. 
Albans  Hospital. 

On  June  17,  1886,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mattie 
D.  Boutell,  who  was  born  in  Bakersfield,  Ver- 
mont, a  daughter  of  Josephus  and  Harriet  Bou- 
tell. Mr.  Boutell  was  one  of  the  leading  agricul- 
turists of  Franklin  county;  he  successfully  oper- 
ated a  fa  mi  for  many  years,  after  which  he  retired 
to  the  village,  where  his  death  occurred  March 
9,  1902.  his  widow  surviving  him.  Mrs.  Smith 
lias  three  sisters,  namely :  Ruth,  wife  of  S.  K. 
Burt,  of  Enosburg  Falls,  Vermont ;  Lois,  wife 
of  Marvin  J.  Brown,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri; 
and  Sybil,  wife  of  Warren  S.  Soulc,  of  Bakers- 
field,  Vermont. 

NELSON  W.  COOK. 

Nelson  YY.  Cook  was  born  in  Mount  Holly, 
Vermont,  August  23.  1832.  He  is  the  seventh  in 
descent  from  Gregory  Cooke,  his  Puritan  ances- 
tor, who,  with  his  three  brothers,  George,  Jos- 
eph and  Stephen,  came  early  to  New  England 
from  Stannaway,  county  of  Essex,  England,  and 
settled  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  They  at 
once  assumed  very  prominent  positions  in  the 
community,  both  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  and 
were  among  the  most  distinguished  citizens  in 
the  colony.  George  Cooke  was  selectman  of 
Cambridge  three  years,  deputy  or  representative 
five  years,  and  speaker  of  the  house  in  1645.  In 
1645  he  was  elected  one  of  the  reserve  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Colonies.  He  was  appointed 
in  1637  captain  of  the  Cambridge  militia  ;  became 
a  member  of  the  artillery  company  in  1638.  and 
its  captain  in  1643.  and  when  a  similar  company 
was  incorporated  in  Middlesex  on  May  14.  1645. 
he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  it.  He  was  on« 
of  the  commissioners  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  military  expedition  sent  to  Rhode  Island  in 
1643.  He  returned  to  England  in  1646.  became 
a  colonel  in  Cromwell's  army,  ami  was  "reported 
slain  in  the  wars  of  Ireland  in  the  year  1652." 
President  Dnnster.  of  Harvard  College,  and  Jos- 
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eph  Cooke  were  administrators  of  his  estate.  Jos- 
eph Cooke  was  selectman  of  Cambridge  ten  years, 
from  1635  to  I(H5 :  town  clerk  six  years,  from 
1635  to  1641 ;  local  magistrate  from  1648  to 
1657;  and  representative  six  years,  from  1636  to 
164 1 :  he  was  also  an  officer  in  the  militia,  and 
when  George  embarked  for  England  he  was  his 
successor  in  command.  Stephen  Cooke  was  se- 
lectman in  Mendon  in  1674.  1680  and  1681.  He 
was  a  commissioner  of  highways  for  the  same 
years,  and  one  of  a  committee  to  settle  the  first 
minister  in  that  town.  He  removed  to  Water- 
town,  and  in  the  church  records  of  that  town 
Rev.  John  Bailey  says :  "I  did  in  the  name  of  the 
church  admit  Deacon  Stephen  Cooke  to  full  com- 
munion, he  being  a  member  of  the  church  in 
Mendon."  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
and  a  deacon  of  the  second,  or  Rev.  Samuel  An- 
glers', church  of  Watertown. 

Gregory  Cooke,  of  Cambridge.  Massachu- 
setts, in  1665,  bought  of  Abraham  Williams  his 
mansion  house  and  about  six  acres  of  land,  and 
in  1672  Jeremiah  Dummer.  of  Boston,  conveyed 
to  him  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  more ;  this 
place  was  the  home  of  some  of  his  descendants 
to  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  prob- 
ably occupied  by  his  son  Stephen,  and  Colonel 
Phineas  Cook  was  the  last  of  the  name  who 
possessed  it.  Gregory  Cooke  was,  in  1667,  se- 
lectman and  constable  of  Cambridge.  He  had 
a  grant  of  land  in  Mendon,  and  was  selectman 
of  that  town  in  1668-60.  He  was  a  commissioner 
for  laying  out  highways  the  same  years— also 
one  of  a  committee  for  settling  the  first  minister 
in  that  town.  He  returned  to  Cambridge,  and 
was  again  elected  selectman  in  1678-79  and  168 1 ; 
in  1674  he  was  grand  juror. 

Samuel  Cook,  son  of  Thaddeus,  was  born  in 
Preston,  Connecticut,  on  May  18,  1765.  He  mar- 
ried, January  1,  1791,  Sally  Chamberlain,  of 
Wethersfield,  Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Oliver 
Chamberlain.  She  was  born  in  Windsor,  Con- 
necticut, December  19,  1766,  and  died  May  24. 
1861,  aged  ninety-five  years.  He  died  September 
25,  1852.  Chauncey  Cook  was  the  fourth  son  of 
Samuel.  He  was  bom  in  Mount  Holly,  Ver- 
mont, April  22,  1800.  He  married,  in  Mount 
Holly,  September  26,  1826.  Ruby  Wheeler,  who 
was  born  in  Newport,  New  Hampshire,  February 
2,  1804.   In  addition  to  the  work  of  cultivating  a 


large  farm,  he  bought  butter,  cheese  and  cattle 
for  market,  going  to  Boston  ten  or  twelve  times 
a  year.  He  was  engaged  in  the  business  for  fif- 
teen years.  While  on  one  journey  to  Boston 
(about  1846)  he  exhibited,  in  an  affray  with 
highway  robbers  at  Tewksbury,  Massachusetts, 
a  natural  shrewdness  and  coolness,  which  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  have  been  inherited  by  his 
descendants  in  Mount  Holly.  About  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening  of  which  wc  speak,  and  while 
he  was  yet  a  mile  from  his  destination  for  the 
night,  two  men  sprang  from  the  woods  through 
which  he  was  traveling,  one  seizing  the  horses' 
heads,  while  the  other  mounted  the  wagon,  and 
with  presented  pistol  demanded  the  vic- 
tim's money.  The  latter  jumped  down 
and  ran  in  the  direction  of  the  tavern 
which  was  his  destination  for  the  night, 
but  was  so  rapidly  pursued  by  the  robbers,  who 
also  fired  several  shots  at  him,  that  he  gave  him- 
self up.  Among  the  things  which  they  rifled 
from  his  pockets  was  a  letter,  which  he  requested- 
to  be  left  with  him,  as  well  as  a  memorandum 
book.  They  complied  with  the  request  and  fled 
into  the  woods  with  the  pocketbook.  The  letter 
contained  five  hundred  dollars  which  Mr.  Cook 
was  conveying  for  a  neighbor  in  Mount  Holly 
to  a  Boston  merchant.  The  robbers,  Thomas 
Burns  and  John  Galager,  were  arrested,  ex- 
amined and  held  for  trial,  being  confined  in  jail 
at  Lowell  for  several  months.  At  the  trial  they 
were  successfully  defended  by  a  young  lawyer 
who  has  now  a  national  reputation,  General  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler. 

When  the  Rutland  &  Burlington  Railroad  was 
completed  Mr.  Cook  was  the  first  station  agent 
at  Mount  Holly,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Aaron,  the  present  incumbent.  These  two  have 
held  the  office  thirty-six  years.  Mr.  Cook  was 
assessor  in  1829  and  selectman  in  1832,  1833, 
1834  and  1837;  was  appointed  by  the  governor 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1836.  He  was  elected 
representative  in  1838-39.  He  was  grand  juror 
several  years,  also  auditor,  and  in  later  years  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  never  qualified 
by  taking  the  oath  of  office.  He  had  five  children 
that  lived,  and  seven  ihat  died  in  infancy.  The 
names  of  those  who  lived  to  maturity  are  as 
follows:  Carlos,  born  May  19.  1829,  died  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  July  14,  1884;  Rosana,. 
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born  March  20,  1830,  married  Austin  Constan- 
tine,  November  1,  i860,  and  died  in  East  Wal- 
lingford,  January  22,  1865 ;  Chauncey  Langdon. 
boni  August  23,  1832 ;  Nelson  Wyatt,  born  Aug- 
ust 23,  1832;  and  Aaron  Wheeler,  born  August 
II,  1837.   Chauncey  Cook  died  March  31,  1865. 

Nelson  Wyatt  Cook  is  the  third  son  01  Chaun- 
cey. His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  working 
upon  his  father's  farm  summers  and  attending 
the  district  school  at  Mechanicsvillc  winters  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Massachusetts  and  worked  eight  months  on  a 
farm  in  Walthrun.  He  returned  home  and  went 
to  school  the  following  winter.  The  next  spring 
(1852)  he  went  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and 
entered  Comer's  Commercial  College.  After 
completing  his  business  education  he  engaged 
himself  as  clerk  in  the  produce  and  fruit  store 
of  John  Sanderson,  in  whose  employ  he  con- 
tinued several  years.  He  then  established  him- 
self as  commission  merchant  for  the  sale  of  pro- 
duce, and  was  aiso  interested  in  real  estate,  and 
a  trader  in  notes,  stocks  and  bonds.  While  re- 
siding in  Boston  he  was  a  member  of  the  fol- 
lowing societies:  The  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation; the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  and 
the  Parker  Fraternity.  He  soon  became  a  sub- 
scriber for  Mr.  Garrison's  Liberator,  and  a  con- 
stant reader  of  the  numerous  tracts  and  other 
literature  issued  from  the  Gibraltar  of  liberty  on 
Cornhill — the  reading  of  which  had  its  influence 
upon  his  mind.  He  early  joined  the  New  Eng- 
land Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  continued  one 
of  its  active  members  until  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion freed  the  slaves. 

At  the  rendition  of  the  fugitive  slave.  An- 
thonv  Burns,  from  Boston,  Mr.  Cook  was  one 
of  those  who  made  the  attempt  to  rescue  him 
from  the  authorities.  An  indignation  meeting 
was  held  at  Faneuil  Hall,  and  Wendell  Phillips 
and  Theodore  Parker  were  the  principal  speak- 
ers. Mr.  Parker,  in  his  speech,  used  the  follow- 
ing language  •  "Americans  have  been  called  cow- 
ards, and  the  sons  of  cowards.  Sons  of  cowards 
we  are  not.  cowards  we  are,  if  one  poor,  help- 
less, defenseless  black  man  leaves  the  soil  of 
Massachusetts  as  an  unprotected,  unrescued  vic- 
tim of  oppression."  After  these  words  had  been 
spoken  the  rescuers  rushed  from  the  hall  and  were 
soon  at  the  entrance  of  the  court  house  where 


Burns  was  confined;  the  crack  of  pistols  were 
heard  and  the  booming  oi  a  timber  against  the 
door,  which  gave  way;  and  there  on  the  portal 
is  a  dead  man.  At  the  sight  the  rescuers  hesi- 
tate, and  the  opportunity  for  rescue  is  lost.  Dur- 
ing the  exciting  times  in  the  winter  previous  to 
the  firing  by  the  rebels  on  Port  Sumter,  the 
mayor  of  Boston,  Joseph  M.  W'ightman,  and  other 
city  officials,  attempted  to  break  up  an  anti-slav- 
ery convention  in  Tremont  Temple.  Mr.  Cook 
was  one  of  those  who  held  '  the  fort"  until  after 
the  evening  session,  and  was  among  those  who 
accompanied  Wendell  Phillips  home,  protecting 
him  from  the  violence  of  the  mob  until  he  was 
safe  in  his  house  on  Essex  street.  He  was  a 
member  of  one  of  the  first  Republican  clubs  or- 
ganized in  Massachusetts,  and  was  present  at  the 
meeting  in  Paneuil  Hall  when  the  Republican 
party  in  Massachusetts  was  organized  and  named. 

In  1872  Mr.  Cook  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, and  the  following  year,  June  10,  1873,  he 
sailed  in  the  steamship  Malta  from  Boston  for 
Europe,  spending  the  summer  months  in  London 
and  Paris  and  returning  in  the  autumn.  In 
April,  1874,  he  again  went  abroad,  visiting  nearly 
all  the  capitals  in  Europe  and  many  places  and 
objects  of  interest.  He  sailed  the  third  time  for 
Europe  in  February,  1875,  and  he  spent  every 
succeeding  summer  in  traveling  abroad  and  re- 
turning in  every  autumn  until  1879. 

He  was  married  to  Mary  Alma  Kincrsley, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  Baker,  of  London,  Eng- 
land, on  July  8,  1879,  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Les- 
ter at  St.  Peter's  church,  Eaton  Square,  London. 
Mrs.  Cook  was  born  in  New  York  city,  February 
21,  1854,  and  lived  there  until  she  was  three 
years  of  age,  when  she  returned  with  her  parents 
to  England.  Dr.  Baker  commenced  practice  ?s  a 
surgeon  in  the  English  navy,  and  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  time  he  was  with  the  fleet  stationed 
at  the  West  Indies  and  North  America,  and  when 
he  arrived  at  New  York  he  decided  to  establish 
himself  in  practice  here.  Dr.  Baker,  after  prac- 
ticing his  profession  about  four  years  in  New 
York  city,  returned  to  London,  England,  where 
he  now  resides. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  came  to  America  in  Aug- 
ust. 1879,  and  returned  to  England  again  in 
March.  1881,  living  in  London  the  following  sum- 
mer.  In  1882  Mr.  Cook  erected  an  elegant  resi- 
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dencc  in  Mount  Holly,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  has  a  family  of  three  children :  George  Chaun- 
cey,  born  April  14,  1880;  Emma  May,  born  Sep- 
tember 21,  1881 ;  and  Kosana  Alma,  born  April 
13,  1884. 

REV.  CHARLES  L.  PONTBRIAND. 

• 

Leon  Napoleon  Pontbriand,  father  of  the 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Pontbriand,  is  a  son  of  Edward 
Pontbriand,  and  his  birth  occurred  at  Berthier, 
Canada,  whence  his  parents  removed  to  the  United 
States  when  he  was  only  six  months  of  age.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  country,  and  when  he  attained  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  and  nine  months,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Third  New  York  Oivalry,  and  served  during  the 
last  year  of  the  Civil  war.  Subsequently  he  be- 
came one  of  the  active  and  influential  citizens  of 
Vergennes,  Vermont,  and  in  this  city  his  mar- 
riage to  Flavia  Labossiere,  a  native  of  Vergennes, 
was  solemnized. 

Father  Pontbriand  was  born  at  Vergennes, 
Vermont  June  16  1870  and  he  was  a  pupil  of  the 
graded  schools  of  that  city  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old.  His  aptitude  and  industry  are  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  he  was  then  qualified  to 
enter  St.  Joseph's  College  at  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  continued  his  studies  from  1884 
to  1889.  The  following  five  years  were  spent  at 
the  Grand  Seminary  at  Montreal,  Canada,  in 
which  in  stitution  he  was  ordained  a  priest  in 
December,  1894,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
at  St.  James  Cathedral  by  his  Grace,  Archbishop 
Fabre. 

The  first  nine  months  after  his  ordination  he 
served  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  the  bishop 
of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  on  September  29, 
1895,  was  installed  in  charge  of  the  parishes  of 
Highgate,  Hyde  Park  and  Bakersrield,  Vermont, 
where  he  continued  until  his  removal  to  Lyndon- 
rille,  Vermont,  June  16,  1900,  the  day  which 
completed  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age.  He  is 
the  third  resident  priest  at  this  place,  and  now 
ministers  to  a  congregation  of  some  five  hundred 
souls,  representing  one  hundred  families,  many 
of  whom  arc  the  influential  and  intelligent  citi- 
zens of  the  town.  Father  Pontbriand  is  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  an  able  and  eloquent 
speaker,  has  a  warm  heart  and  deep  convictions, 


and  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  loving  friend 
to  every  member  of  the  parish.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  duties  of  his  church  he  lias  been  placed 
in  charge  of  missions  at  Wells  River,  Bradford, 
Grotou  and  Lanesboro.  He  is  well  informed  on 
all  questions  of  national  politics,  in  which  he  takes 
an  intelligent  interest,  but  his  time  is  too  fully 
occupied  with  the  spiritual  needs  of  his  many 
parishioners  to  allow  him  to  take  active  interest 
in  party  politics. 

FRED  MASON  BUTLER. 

Fred  .Mason  Butler,  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Rutland,  Vermont,  and  one  who  has  been  fre- 
quently honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  posi- 
tions of  trust,  is  a  representative  of  a  family 
which,  in  the  different  generations,  has  rendered 
important  services  to  the  state.  His  great-grand- 
father, Aaron  Butler,  was  born  August  4,  1755, 
in  Connecticut,  settled  at  Jamaica,  Vermont, 
when  the  country  was  a  wilderness,  cleared  up 
a  large  farm,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
community.  Before  removing*  to  Vermont,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  from  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  July  14,  1775,  and  afterward  served 
as  ensign  in  the  Third  Regiment,  Connecticut 
Line.  He  died  at  Jamaica,  Vermont,  April  25, 
1785.  leaving  a  wife,  Thankful  Wildman,  and  four 
children  :  John ;  Zechariah ;  Aaron, t  mentioned 
at  length  hereinafter ;  and  Lucy,  all  of  whom  set- 
tled in  Jamaica,  Vermont,  with  their  father,  when 
that  part  of  the  country  was  still  covered  by  a 
dense  forest. 

Aaron  Butler,  son  of  Aaron  and  Thankful 
(Wildman)  Butler,  was  born  July  24,  1783,  in 
Jamaica,  Vermont,  held  several  town  offices,  was 
a  Universalist,  and  active  in  the  church.  He 
married  Lucinda  Howard.  Their  children  were : 
(1)  John  E.,  born  December  14,  1809.  lie  stud- 
ied law  ith  Hon.  Dorr  Bradley,  and  practiced  at 
Wilmington  and  Jamaica,  Vermont,  was  in  the 
senate  and  house,  and  was  a  prominent  lawyer  in 
his  day,  being  considered  the  best  examiner  01 
witnesses  of  his  time  at  the  Vermont  bar.  He 
married  Roxana  Brooks,  and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children :  John  A. ;  Henry 
and  George,  deceased.  John  A.  has  for  many 
years  engaged  in  foreign  exchange  business  in 
New  York;  he  has  two  children,  George  Muzzey 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


aui  I-ndx-  (2)  Aaron  Mason  is  mentioned 
m  j  Ttrr.  hereinafter.  (3)  Nathan  I,.,  born  July 
:^  studied  with  his  brother,  John  E.,  and 

jccd  law  at  Wilmington,  Vermont,  many 
^'_-urj  a^o.  He  married  Melvina  G.  Brown.  Their 
■:T.r::«i  were:  Herbert,  who  served  in  the  Civil 
wir.  and  died  in  the  service,  of  disease:  and 
J.Iary.  who  married  Herbert  Bartlett,  now  de- 
ceased. (4  j  Miranda  married  George  Adams,  a 
farmer  of  Windham,  Vermont.  (5)  Diana  is 
unmarried.  (6)  Manora  married  John  Converse, 
a  merchant  of  Wardsboro.  (7)  Vioma  married 
Perlev  S.  Dunton,  a  merchant  at  Townshend, 
Vermont.  (8)  Emeliza  married  Massena  F. 
Ballou,  a  merchant  at  Townshend,  Vermont,  and 
Meriden,  Connecticut.  Aaron  Butler  died  at 
Jamaica.  February  1,  1877,  in  the  ninety-fourth 
year  of  his  age. 

Aaron  Mason  Butler,  second  child  of  Aaron 
zwi  Luanda  (Howard)  Butler,  was  born  at  Ja- 
December  28,  1815,  and  educated  in  the 
'jsmmon  school.  He  was  a  farmer,  progressive 
h:\  methods  and  very  prosperous.  He  was  a 
rr^n  much  trusted*  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow 
t  'i/ens,  holding,  at  different  times,  all  the  local 
onV«-v  lor  many  years  he  was  lister  and  select- 
ion, and  for  fifteen  years  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  was  a  director  in  the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  trustee  of  the  Jamaica 
Savings  Bank,  and  a  zealous  and  liberal  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  He  married  Emclinc, 
daughter  of  Deacon  James  Muzzey,  a  farmer  of 
Jamaica.  Aaron  Mason  Butler  died  at  Jamaica, 
<  n  i<>\»-r  3.  1XH6,  and  bis  wife,  Emclinc  Muzzey 
Butbr,  dud  May  8,  1877.  Their  children  were: 
(t)  Wayne  M.,  l*»rn  at  Jamaica,  July  23,  1847, 
w;in  for  many  years  a  carpenter  and  builder  at 
Chicopec  and  Orange,  but  later,  and  up  to  the 
proent  time,  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native 
town.  Ho  has  held  several  local  offices.  He 
married  Mary  Cary,  and  their  son,  Albert  Wayne, 
who  graduated  from  the  University  of  Vermont 
in  1901,  is  now  studying  law  in  the  office  of  his 
uncle.  ex-Judge  Fred  M.  Butler.  (2)  Fred  Ma- 
son is  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  (3)  E-l 
gar  M.  was  born  at  Jamaica,  October  10,  1857. 
He  is  now  a  merchant  and  farmer,  also  a  cattle 
dealer  in  his  native  place,  has  held  all  the  local 
offices,  such  as  selectman,  lister,  town  representa- 
tive and  justice  of  the  peace.   He  married  Carrie 


Prentis.  and  their  family  consists  of  five  children: 
Maud  E.,  Ethel,  Li  la,  Aaron  Prentiss  and  Fred- 
erick Mason.  (4)  Cora  married  Fred  P.  Jones, 
who  is  now  deceased. 

Fred  Mason  Butler,  second  child  of  Aaron 
Mason  and  Emclinc  (Muzzey)  Butler,  was  born 
May  28.  1854,  at  Jamaica,  Windham  county,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  educated  in  the  common  school 
and  in  Leland  and  Gray  Seminary,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1874.  He  then  entered  the  office  of 
Jonathan  G.  Eddy,  who,  after  a  short  time,  went 
to  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Butler  then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  office  of  Hovt  H. 
Wheeler  (now  United  States  district  judge)  and 
E.  L.  Waterman,  at  Jamaica.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Windham  county  in  1877,  at  the 
March  term  of  court,  and  the  following  summer 
went  to  Rutland,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in 
practice.  He  soon  became  associated  will:  Hon. 
Joel  C.  Baker,  the  leading  attorney  of  the  place. 
He  practiced  alone  for  a  brief  period.  In  1870 
he  became  a  partner  of  the  Hon.  L.  W.  Rcd- 
dington,  the  firm  being  known  as  Rcddington  8c 
Butler.  This  partnership  extended  over  a  period 
of  six  years.  In  1885  Mr.  Butler  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  present  partner,  Thomas  \V.  Mo- 
loney, their  firm  l>cing  to-day  the  strongest  and 
most  extensive  in  Rutland  county,  if  not  in  the 
state.  There  are  few  volumes  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont,  issued  since  i88t. 
that  do  not  contain  important  cases  in  which  they 
were  actively  engaged.  Among  the  most  import- 
ant of  the  cases  prosecuted  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion by  the  firm  was  that  of  John  O'Brien  and 
John  C.  Sheehan  against  the  Rutland  Railroad 
Companv ;  the  Champlain  Construction  Cotnpanv. 
P.  W.  Clement  and  W.  Seward  Webb  in  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  which  resulted,  after 
nearly  two  years  of  litigation  and  the  taking  of 
thousands  of  pages  of  testimony,  in  decrees  ag- 
gregating something  over  two  hundred  and  fiitv 
thousand  dollars  for  the  plaintiff.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  important  cases  in  the  late  history  of  the 
bar  of  the  state.  There  were  many  counter-suits 
growing  out  of  the  same  litigation,  in  all  of  which 
the  firm  was  successful. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  hut 
while  he  has  taken  part  in  the  political  affairs 
of  his  town  he  has  preferred,  as  a  rule,  to  devote 
himself  to  his  legal  work.    He  was  town  grand 
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juror  in  1882-83-84 ;  he  then  held  the  position  of 
city  attorney  until  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  city  court  in  1889,  a  position  to  which  he  was 
successively  appointed  by  Governors  Dillingham, 
Page  and  Fuller.  At  the  end  of  six  years  he 
declined  a  re-appointment  in  order  to  devote  his 
time  exclusively  to  his  ever  increasing  law  prac- 
tice, which  his  sterling  qualities,  eminent  ability 
and  legal  learning  had  made  second  to  none  in 
the  country.  The  preparation  and  trial  of  causes 
in  the  supreme  court  has  become  with  him  a 
specialty.  He  obtained  from  the  legislature  a 
charter  for  the  State  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  has  lx.vn  a  director  and  attorney  of 
that  corporation  since  its  organization.  He  is 
treasurer  and  managing  director  of  the  Rutland 
City  Klectric  Campany,  which  operates  all  the 
electric  lights  in  Kutland,  and  furnishes  electric 
power  for  many  industries  in  that  city,  as  well 
as  for  the  electric  railroad  in  Kutland  and  West 
Rutland.  He  is  also  director  in  the  Baxter  Na- 
tional Bank. 

Mr.  Butler  married,  November  24,  1875, 
Lillian,  daughter  of  [osiah  and  Octavia  (Knight) 
Holton,  of  Dummerston,  and  their  children  are: 
Anza  Lillian,  Helen  Maria  and  Florence  Muzzey. 

COLONEL  EDWARD  B.  SAWYER. 

Colonel  Edward  Bertrand  Sawyer,  of  Hyde 
Park.  Vermont,  lawyer  by  profession,  and  an 
active,  public-spirited  citizen,  possesses  a  splendid 
heritage  in  an  ancestry  which  was  illustrious  (lur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  period,  and  the  best  years 
of  his  own  life  were  parsed  in  the  service  of 
his  country  during  the  great  Civil  war. 

The  Sawyer  family  originated  in  Massachu- 
setts, where,  in  1768,  Joshua  Sawyer  married 
Ruth  Peaslcy,  who  was  born  July  24,  1746,  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Peaslev,  of  Haver- 
hill. Their  children  were  Ruth,  Nathaniel  P., 
William,  Mary.  Sarah,  Martha,  Joseph,  Joshua 
and  Sophia. 

Joshua  Sawyer,  next  to  the  youngest  child 
in  the  family  named,  was  born  at  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  July  23,  1787.  Educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  village  and  Newburyport, 
he  was  instructed  in  the  law  by  Hon.  Edward 
Little,  of  Newburyport,  and,  after  his  removal 
to  Vermont,  by  Judge  Ferrand,  of  Burlington. 


He  was  a  fine  type  of  the  old-school  lawyer  and 
gentleman.  He  was  precise  in  his  statements, 
firm  in  upholding  his  views,  and  yet  all  his  in- 
tercourse with  his  fellows  was  marked  by  great 
urbanity.  His  practice  was  extensive  and  lu- 
crative, and  extended  over  the  phenomenal  period 
of  sixty  years,  longer,  it  is  believed,  than  that  of 
any  other  lawyer  in  Vermont.  He  served  in  the 
state  legislature  for  eleven  years,  and  he  pro- 
cured the  legislation  which  established  the  county 
of  Lamoille.  In  1816  he  opened  a  bed  of  iron  ore 
at  Elmore,  and  set  up  a  forge  at  Cady's  Falls, 
but  fire  and  flood  devastated  the  property  and 
involved  him  in  great  loss. 

In  181 1  Joshua  Sawyer  was  married  to  Mary 
Keeler,  daughter  of  Ensign  Aaron  and  Gloriana 
(Hubbell)  Keeler.  Her  father  was  born  in  Nor- 
walk,  C  onnecticut,  in  1756.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen (in  1777)  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental 
army  in  the  company  of  Captain  (afterwards 
Major)  Samuel  Comstock's  Fifth  Connecticut 
Regiment,  and  his  service  continued  until  the  end 
of  the  war.  He  was  coi]>oral  April  21,  1777; 
sergeant  major,  1780;  and  ensign,  1781.  He  was 
with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  and  he  tran- 
scribed to  his  journal  the  infamously  famous 
anonymous  circular  which  urged  the  dis- 
bandment  of  the  Patriot  army,  and  also  the 
address  issued  by  Washington  in  reply  there- 
to. He  was  engaged  in  the  defense  of  Fort 
MifHin.  the  battle  of  Monmouth  and  other 
notable  engagements.  He  suffered  a  sunstroke 
July  2H,  1778,  from  which  he  never  fully  re- 
covered. The  Continental  currency  with  which 
he  was  i>aid  for  his  seven  years'  service  was 
so  greatly  depreciated  that  it  was  only  suffi- 
cient for  the  purchase  of  the  yoke  of  oxen  which 
brought  him  to  Vermont,  and  he  was  never  pen- 
sioned, although  he  received  some  compensation 
for  the  sunstroke  received  while  he  was 
in  the  service.  In  1790  he  made  a  set- 
tlement at  Elmore,  Vermont,  but  two 
years  later  he  exchanged  his  land  for  a 
two  hundred  acre  tract  at  Hyde  Park,  upon 
which  a  i»:>rtion  of  the  village  is  now  located. 
He  was  a  useful  and  honored  citizen,  and  occu- 
pied various  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  Sep- 
tember 28.  1785,  he  married  Floriana  Hublx-U.  a 
sister  of  Seth  Hubbell.  who  was  prominent  in 
the  settlement  of  Wolcott.    Mr.  Keeler  died  in 
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1816.  aged  sixty  years,  and  his  widow  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Their  children 
were  Frederick,  Aaron,  David,  Sarah  and  Mary, 
the  last  named  of  whom  hecamc  the  wife  of 
Joshua  Sawyer.  Fourteen  of  the  descendants  of 
Mr.  Keeler  served  in  the  Civil  war. 

The  children  of  Joshua  and  Mary  (Keeler) 
Sawyer  were:  Maria;  Victor  Moreau:  Lucien 
Bonaparte;  William  Norman;  Edward  Bertrand; 
Joshua  Pcasley,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  Company 
H,  Second  Regiment,  Vermont  Volunteers,  serv- 
ing from  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  until  the 
second-day  battle  in  the  Wilderness,  when  he 
was  shot  in  the  arm ;  Franklin  E.,  who  served  in 
Company  I,  First  Regiment  Vermont  Cavalry, 
rising  to  the  rank  of  commissary  sergeant,  and 
is  now  a  farmer  at  Hyde  Park,  married  Lizzie 
Wood,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child.  Law- 
rence H. ;  Juliet,  who  married  William  Frazier, 
and  their  three  sons  died  during  the  Civil  war; 
Ruth  Pcasley.  who  married  Dr.  Ira  Metcalt,  ami. 
*  after  his  death.  Colonel  Hodgkins,  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Sawyer  died  March  16,  1806,  in  the  full 
possession  of  his  mental  faculties,  aged  nearly 
eighty  years. 

Edward  Bertrand  Sawyer,  son  01  Joshua  and 
Mary  (Keeler)  Sawyer,  was  born  in  Hyde  Park, 
Vermont,  April  16,  181:8.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  public  and  private  schools  and  in  the 
People's  Academy.  For  three  years  of  his  youth 
he  was  engaged  with  his  brother,  Victor,  a  mer- 
chant in  the  village  of  Pike  River,  province  of 
Quebec.  Stationed  here  were  detachments  of  the 
Queen's  Light  Dragoons  and  the  Montreal  Royal 
Cavalry,  and  young  Sawyer  made  a  friendly  ac- 
quaintance with  several  of  their  men  and  wit- 
nessed their  drills  and  rode  with  them,  becom- 
ing an  accomplished  horseman.  This  experience 
was  of  no  little  value  to  him,  for  it  inclined  him 
to  the  cavalry  arm  when  he  entered  upon  military 
service,  and  he  was  a  well  drilled  man  from  the 
first. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Sawyer  undertook  to 
remedy  his  educational  defects  by  close  private 
studies,  making  Benjamin  Franklin  his  exem- 
plar and  his  autobiography  one  ot  his  favorite  text 
books.  At  the  ape  of  eighteen  he  began  reading 
law  under  the  tutorship  of  his  father,  and  he 
further  prosecuted  his  studies  undtr  Hon.  W.  W. 
White,  of  Johnson.    In  1849,  when  twenty-one 


years  old,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once 
began  practice  in  association  with  his  father.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  court, 
and,  two  years  excepted,  he  occupied  this  posi- 
tion until  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  re- 
signed to  enter  the  army. 

Enrolling  himself  first,  on  September  14, 
1861,  he  recruited  Company  D,  Fifth  Regiment 
Vermont  Volunteers,  and  he  subsequently  re- 
cruited Company  I,  First  Regiment  Vermont  Cav- 
alry. He  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  the  latter  command,  and  with  it  went 
to  the  field.  Promoted  to  the  rank  of  major, 
he  accompanied  General  Banks  down  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  and  received  a  severe  injury  by  his 
horse  falling  upon  him.  During  his  enforced  stay 
at  home,  lie  recruited  two  hundred  men  for  his 
regiment,  and  organized  an  additional  squadron. 
He  was  promoted  to  colonel  September  16,  1862, 
and  commanded  the  second  brigade  of  Kilpat- 
rick's  division  upon  several  occasions,  the  last  of 
which  was  when  that  dashing  leader  made  his 
brilliant  raid  upon  Richmond.  In  September, 
1863,  Colonel  Sawyer  was  wounded  in  the  check 
Joy  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  but  he  remained  in  serv- 
ice until  April  24,  1864,  when  he  resigned.  He 
had  particijKUcd  in  many  engagements  of  more 
or  less  importance,  frequently  commanding  a 
brigade,  and  having  command  of  independent  ex- 
peditions, and  he  was  often  complimented  by  his 
superiors  for  his  courage  and  ofhcer-likc  quali- 
ties. In  each  instance  his  promotion  came  to  him 
unsought,  the  proper  reward  of  duty  well  done. 

Returning  home,  Colonel  Sawyer  gave  his 
attention  to  the  artificial  breeding  of  trout,  and 
he  was  the  first  in  the  state  to  essay  the  under- 
taking. He  abandoned  it  two  years  later  to  be- 
come the  owner  of  the  Lamoille  Newsdealer, 
which  he  edited  with  marked  ability  during  the 
next  three  years,  particularly  exerting  its  influ- 
ence in  behalf  of  the  building  of  the  Portland  & 
Ogdcnsburg  Railroad.  In  1870  he  sold  his 
newspaper,  and  for  seven  years  afterwards  con- 
ducted the  American  Hotel.  During  a  portion 
of  this  time  (from  1868  to  1875)  he  was  also 
clerk  of  court.  In  1877  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  which  has  since  been  his  principal  occu- 
pation. 

During  his  entire  mature  life  Colonel  Sawyer 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  all  connected  with 
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the  development  and  improvement  of  his  home 
village,  and  his  influence  has  been  felt  at  every 
stage  of  its  progress.  He  has  been  a  life-long 
politician,  using  that  word  in  its  best  sense,,  for 
his  political  activity  has  been  bred  of  patriotic 
enthusiasm  and  not  of  self-seeking  ambition.  An 
ardent  Whig  in  his  youth,  he  sang  for  "Tippe- 
canoe and  Tyler,  too,"  in  the  log-cabin  campaign 
of  '40.  He  was  in  the  great  meeting  which  or- 
ganized the  Republican  party  in  Vermont  in  1856, 
and  he  spoke  in  behalf  of  Fremont  and  Dayton 
in  every  town  in  his  county,  and  he  sat  in  the 
convention  which  nominated  RySand  Fletcher,  the 
first  Republican  governor  of  Vermont.  He  was 
a  determined  opjxmcnt  of  human  slavery,  and 
an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  Lincoln,  whom  he 
heard  during  the  famous  debate  with  Douglas. 
He  was  the  junior  member  and  secretary  of  the 
Vermont  delegation  in  the  national  convention 
which  nominated  Lincoln  to  the  presidency,  and 
he  attended  both  inaugurations  of  that  martyr 
statesman.  In  1870  he  was  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  and  labored  industri- 
ously to  bring  about  the  biennial  session.  His 
more  recent  years  have  been  of  somewhat  less 
activity  than  formerly,  but  he  keeps  in  close  touch 
with  the  events  of  the  day,  and  exerts  a  potent 
influence  in  the  community,' in  which  he  is  hon- 
ored for  his  personal  worth,  his  life  of  great  use- 
fulness, and  that  sunshiny  yet  philosophical  cast 
of  mind  which  makes  his  utterance  pleasing  and 
persuasive.  Cherishing  a  genuine  reverence  for 
his  patriotic  ancestry,  he  organized  the  Grand 
Army  Post  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Aaron  Keeler, 
in  honor  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame,  and  of  this  post  he  was  the  first 
commander. 

Colonel  Sawyer  was  married  to  Susan  Almira, 
born  May  3,  183 1,  daughter  of  Hon.  Isaac  and 
Dorcas  (Titus)  Pennock.  The  children  born  of 
this  marriage  were  as  follows :  Myra  Ellen,  wife 
of  Fred  Keeler,  proprietor  of  the  St.  Johnsbury 
Hotel,  and  to  whom  were  born  two  children, 
Myra  Ellen  and  Nelson  Bertrand;  Myra  Ellen 
became  the  wife  of  John  Hardy,  Jr.,  son  of  Judge 
John  Hardy,  of  the  supreme  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  of  this  marirage  were  born  two  sons, 
John  and  Sherman.  (2)  Edward  B.  Sawyer,  a 
civil  engineer  located  at  Montrose,  Colorado,  for- 
merly county  and  city  engineer  and  assistant  en- 
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gineer  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad; 
he  married  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Peters,  and  they 
have  a  son,  Joshua.  (3)  Martha  Helen  Sawyer 
is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  Boston.  (4)  Ber- 
tha Mary  is  deceased. 

In  August,  1806,  Colonel  Sawyer  took  for  his 
second  wife  Helen  M.,  a  sister  of  his  deceased 
wife.  The  children  born  of  this  marriage  were : 
Alma  Dorcas ;  Clarence  Parsons  Sawyer,  who  is 
editor  of  the  Hardwick  Gazette,  married  Frances 
Warner,  and  to  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Helen 
Frances ;  Lucy  E.  Sawyer,  a  teacher  in  the  high 
school  at  St.  Johnsbury. 

ELEAZER  HUBBELL  DEMING. 

Elcazer  Hubbell  Dcming.  deceased,  could 
trace  his  ancestry  back  to  the  fifth  generation,  to 
John  Deming,  who  married  Miss  Honor.  He  was 
the  patentee  of  the  charter  of  Connecticut,  which 
was  made  in  1632.  His  son  David  was  the  father 
of  the  Rev.  David  Dcming,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  and  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  de- 
nomination. His  son  David  was  the  father  of 
Pownel  Deming.  Pownel  Deming  was  born  in 
Lyme,  Connecticut,  September  30,  1749,  and  died 
at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1795.  He  was  an 
officer,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker 
Hill.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati.  He  married  Abigail  Hubbell,  daugh- 
ter of  Ann  Noble  and  Eleazer  Hubbell,  of  Wcth- 
ersfield,  Connecticut.  His  only  child  was  Eleazer 
Hubbell  Deming. 

Eleazer  Hubbell  Deming  was  born  February 
13,  1785,  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  where  he 
received  his  education,  and  moved  with  his 
mother's  family  to  Vermont.  His  active  life  was 
passed  in  Burlington,  where  he  became  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  and  social  life 
of  the  town.  It  was  largely  through  his  efforts 
that  the  foundations  were  laid  which  made  that 
city  the  great  metropolis  of  Vermont.  He  was 
also  instrumental  in  the  building  up  of  the  Uni- 
tarian church,  in  which  he  was  a  firm  believer, 
and  his  wife,  being  of  the  Episcopal  faith,  aided 
in  the  support  of  that  church.  In  1816  he  erected 
a  residence  known  as  the  old  Deming  Home- 
stead, on  Pearl  street,  which  is  now  owned  by 
his  grandson,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hoyt. 
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Eleazer  H.  Doming  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Fanny  Follett,  daughter  of  Timothy  Fol- 
lett  and  Susanna  Fay,  of  Bennington,  Vermont, 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  them,  four  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity;  Charles  Follett,  who 
was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Law  School,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Caroline,  wife 
of  Carlos  Baxter;  Maria,  widow  of  Colonel  N. 
A.  Tucker;  and  Anne,  who  married  the  Rev. 
William  Henry  Hoyt.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage Rev.  Hoyt  was  the  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
church  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont.  Later  he  be- 
came a  clergyman  in  the  Catholic  church.  He 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  practiced  law  for 
some  years,  and  was  the  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  Burlington  Sentinel.  Their  children  are: 
Charles  Albert,  of  New  York  city;  William 
Henry,  of  New  York  city;  Francis  Dem- 
ing;  Anna;  Mary  Elizabeth;  Julia  Cath- 
erine ;  Jennie  F. ;  George  A. ;  Edward  Vincent, 
of  New  York  city ;  Frederick  A.,  of  New  York 
city ;  and  Henrianna  M.  Hoyt.  The  Rev.  William 
Henry  Hoyt  died  December  n,  1883,  and  his 
wife  died  January  16,  1875.  Mr.  Deming  died 
at  Burlington,  Vermont,  May  18,  1828,  and  hi.* 
wife  passed  away  in  1878,  at  the  extreme  age  of 
ninety  years. 

JOHN  P.  WEBSTER. 

John  P  Webster,  for  many  years  prominent  in 
public  affairs  in  Lyndonville,  Vermont,  and  pres- 
ent postmaster  of  that  village,  is  of  Welsh  an- 
cestry. James  Webster,  his  paternal  great-grand- 
father, came  from  Wales  and  settled  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  died  October  io.  1807,  aged  sixty -seven 
years;  his  wife  Hannah  died  December  14,  1813, 
at  the  same  age. 

Alanson,  son  of  James  and  Hannah  Webster, 
was  born  March  6,  1787,  in  Connecticut.  When  a 
voung  man  he  rode  on  horseback  from  his  native 
state  to  the  town  of  Sheldon,  in  Franklin  county, 
Vermont,  where  he  settled  and  made  a  home. 
After  several  years  he  removed  to  Fairfax,  in 
the  same  county,  whence  he  removed  in  1852 
to  Lowell,  Orleans  county,  where  he  died  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1881.  His  wife,  Lucy  Reed,  was  born 
in  Sheldon,  Vermont,  October  20.  1795.  and  sur- 
vived her  husband  less  than  five  months,  dying 
August  8,  1881,  in  Lowell,  Vermont. 


Alonzo  Webster,  son  of  Alanson  and  Lucy 
(Reed)  Webster,  was  bom  in  Sheldon,  Vermont, 
January  15,  181 7,  and  died  in  Lyndonville.  April 
14,  1896.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In 
religion  he  was  a  Methodist.  His  political  affilia- 
tions were  with  the  Whig  party  until  its  disso- 
lution, when  he  became  a  Republican.  He  was  a 
man  of  exemplary  life,  industrious,  energetic  and 
frugal.  He  married  Sophronia  E.  Punnort,  » 
daughter  of  John  Purmort,  who  was  of  French 
descent;  she  was  born  in  Georgia,  Franklin 
county,  Vermont,  in  October,  1820,  and  died  in 
Sutton,  Vermont,  October  2,  1889. 

John  Purmort  Webster,  son  of  Alonzo  and 
Sophronia  (Purmort)  Webster,  was  bom  in  Fair- 
fax, Franklin  county,  Vermont,  August  8,  1S44. 
He  remained  upon  the  homestead  farm,  obtain- 
ing his  education  in  the  neighborhood  schools  and 
assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  until 
his  twenty-fourth  year.    He  then  went  to  Dor- 
chester, Massachusetts,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment with  Thomas  Payson,  a  merchant  and  con- 
tractor, with  whom  he  remained  in  the  capacity 
of  a  store  clerk  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  entered  upon  a  similar  engagement  in 
Somerville,  Massachusetts,  in  which  he  remained 
for  three  years,  when  failing  health  warned  him  to 
seek  a  change  of  climate.   In  May,  1876,  he  went 
to  Colorado,  and  thence  to  Minnesota,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.    Having  regained  his 
health,  he  returned  in  the  spring  of  188c  to  Lyn- 
donville, Vermont,  primarily  to  care  for  his  aged 
parents.    For  seven  years  he  worked  in  mercan- 
tile establishments,  and  from  1887  to  1897  he 
conducted  a  small  farm,  much  of  his  time  during 
this  period  being  occupied  with  his  duties  as  con- 
stable and  collector,  to  which  positions  he  was 
elected  by  the  people.   A  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness qualifications  and  unimpeachable  character, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President  Mc- 
Kinlev,  in  January,  1902,  and  acquitted  himself 
in  the  position  so  creditably  that  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed for  a  term  of  four  years  by  President 
Roosevelt.    His  political  affiliations  have  been 
with  the  Republican  party  from  his  coming  of 
age,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
General  Ulysses  Grant,  when  that  distinguished 
soldier  was  elected  for  his  first  term. 

Mr.  Webster  takes  a  deep  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  has  frequently  served  as  a  delegate 
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in  local  and  state  conventions.  In  1870  he  be- 
came a  member  of  Norfolk  Lodge  No.  48,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  and  con- 
tinues his  connection  with  that  body.  In  1884 
he  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Crescent  Lodge 
No.  66,  Lyndonville,  Vermont,  with  which  he  is 
yet  affiliated.  Mr.  Webster  was  married  July  27, 
1880,  to  Miss  Clementine  E.  Foss,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Scldon  Foss,  of  Barton,  Vermont. 

RODNEY  FORSYTH  CARTER. 

Rodney  Forsyth  Carter,  of  Hardwick,  is  car- 
rying on  a  very  large  and  satisfactory  business 
as  proprietor  of  the  Standard  Granite  Company's 
quarries,  which  are  located  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  southeast  of  the  village.  He  was  born 
February  20.  1838,  in  Deering,  Hillsboro  county, 
New  Hampshire,  which  was  also  the  native  place 
of  his  parents,  Rev.  David  S.  and  Naomi  (For- 
syth) Carter.  The  father  was  a  Methodist  cler- 
gvman,  who  did  most  of  his  work  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Rodney  F.  Carter  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  a  machinist  and  mechanical  en- 
gineer, and  during  the  Civil  war  was  an  engineer 
in  the  I'nited  States  navy,  serving  from  1861  until 
1865.  He  enlisted  as  third  assistant  engineer, 
and  was  promoted  to  first  assistant  engineer.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  embarked  in  the  merchant 
marine  service,  having  charge  of  a  vessel  running 
to  South  America,  and  visting  all  of  the  more 
important  ports  of  that  continent.  In  1867  he 
accepted  the  charge  of  a  steamship  running  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  New  Orleans,  later  having 
an  interest  in  a  line  of  boats  plying  between  Balti- 
more and  New  York  city.  Locating  in  Mont- 
pelier.  Vermont,  in  1876,  he  engaged  in  the  gran- 
ite business  there  with  Sumner  Kimball,  and  soon 
after  opened  quarries  at  Ryegate.  He  continued 
there  twelve  years,  buying  out  his  partner  after 
two  years,  and  conducted  a  prosperous  business. 
In  1888  he  removed  to  Hardwick,  and  here  he 
has  developed  a  fine  business,  the  quarries  pro- 
ducing one  of  the  finest  grades  of  granite  in  the 
world,  for  which  he  has  ready  sale,  supplying 
material  for  monumental  and  building  purposes, 
to  leading  firms  at  home  and  abroad.  He  has 
put  up  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  monumental  work  on  the  field  of  Gettysburg. 


He  is  a  man  of  great  energy  and  enterprise,  pos- 
sessing rare  business  ability,  and  is  sure  of  suc- 
cess in  almost  any  undertaking. 

In  April,  1867,  he  was  married  at  Baltimore 
to  Miss  Kmma  C.  Zastrow,  a  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick and  Charlotte  (Emrichj  Zastrow,  natives 
of  Stettin  and  Frankfort-on-thc-Main,  respective- 
ly. Mrs.  Carter  was  born  in  Baltimore,  and  lias 
borne  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 
Of  these,  three  sons  are  prosperously  engaged  in 
the  monumental  business  in  Hardwick.  Iber* 
are  three  daughters,  Naomi,  Emma  B.  and  Ruth. 
The  eldest  is  the  wife  of  Elton  Darden,  of  Balti- 
more. 

BENTON  HAYNES,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Benton  Haynes,  who  has  been  known  for 
many  years  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  Grand  Isle,  Vermont,  is  a  native  of  the 
state,  and  his  ancestors  for  three  generations  were 
identified  with  the  region  from  the  time  when  it 
was  an  unknown  wilderness.  His  great-grand- 
father, Aaron  Haynes.  lived  upon  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  village  of  North  Hero,  in 
Grand  Isle  county,  and  here  was  born,  in  1770, 
Moses,  who  was  the  father  of  Elijah  Haynes. 

Elijah  Haynes  was  born  in  North  Hero,  May 
23,  1804.  He  began  his  education  in  the  neigh- 
borhood schools  of  his  day.  They  were  poorly 
equipped,  but  he  had  an  avidity  for  learning,  and 
he  became  so  excellent  a  scholar  that  he  was  capa- 
ble of  teaching,  and  he  busied  himself  in  that 
calling  in  order  to  procure  means  for  his  subse- 
quent entrance  to  the  University  of  Vermont. 
After  leaving  that  institution,  he  became  a  stu- 
dent in  Clinton  Medical  College,  at  Plattsburg, 
New  York.  He  entered  upon  practice  in  his 
native  village,  and  was  for  many  years  the  best 
known  and  most  trusted  physician  throughout 
a  large  scope  01"  country.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  county,  and  served  as  selectman, 
member  of  the  circuit  court,  judge  of  probate, 
and  member  of  the  legislature.  He  was  an  ex- 
emplary man.  and  a  consistent  attendant  at  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  died  in  1864. 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  twice  married. 
His  tirst  wile  was  Harriet  Harrow,  born  in  North 
Hero  in  1814.  She  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  having  borne  to  her  husband  two  children, 
of  whom  P.entoii  Haynes  alone  came  to  maturity. 
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Elijah  Haynes  married  for  his  second  wife  Polly 
Ann  Darrow,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Moses,  Mary,  who  married  Orris  P. 
Knight;  William,  who  became  judge  of  probate 
at  North  Hero;  and  Luman  E.,  who  resides  in 
Springfield,  Vermont.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren long  outlived  her  husband,  and  died  at  an 
extreme  age. 

Benton  Haynes,  son  of  Elijah  and  Harriet 
(Darrow)  Hayes,  was  born  in  North  Hero,  De- 
cember 4,  1836,  and  was  but  two  years  old  when 
his  mother  died.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  gave  one  term  to  academical 
studies,  and  then  entered  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  due 
course.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  preceptorship  of  his  father,  and  after- 
wards under  that  of  Dr.  J.  Hyde,  in  Isle  LaMotte. 
In  1863  he  attended  lectures,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  entered  Bellevue  (New  York)  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  high 
honors  in  1865.  He  subsequently  attended  a 
course  of  lectures,  taking  post-graduate  instruc- 
tion, and  in  1866  began  practice  in  North  Hero. 
The  same  year  he  removed  to  Grand  Isle  and  took 
up  pursuits  which  he  found  more  congenial  and 
profitable  than  professional  work,  and  which 
gradually  led  to  his  partial  retirement  from  prac- 
tice. He  first  erected  a  building  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cider  vinegar,  and  made  this  business 
a  gratifying  success,  from  time  to  time  increas- 
ing his  facilities,  and  producing  so  superior  a 
quality  as  to  command  the  best  markets  in  the 
east.  He  also  set  out  on  a  portion  of  his  one 
hundred  acre  tract  an  orchard  of  some  four  thou- 
sand trees  of  various  species  of  fruit.  Apicul- 
ture also  engaged  his  intelligent  attention.  Be- 
ginning with  a  single  hive  of  bees,  given  him  by 
a  friend,  he  now  cares  for  one  hundred  fifty 
swarms.  A  part  of  his  farm  he  gives  to  grazing 
uses  far  a  large  flock  of  finely  bred  sheep,  and  the 
remainder  he  devotes  to  general  farming.  Dr. 
Haynes  is  in  all  respects  progressive  and  enter- 
prising, and  bears  a  full  share  in  the  advance- 
men  of  all  community  interests,  moral  and  ma- 
terial. In  religion  he  is  a  Seventh  Day  Advcntist 
ami  is  a  foremost  supporter  of  the  church  of 
his  preference.  He  is  an  ardent  temperance  ad- 
vocate, and  is  widely  known  as  an  influential 
member  of  the  Order  of  Good  Templars. 


MURRAY  OSCAR  HICKS. 

Murray  O.  Hicks,  proprietor  of  the  livery 
stable  at  Readsboro,  and  truckman,  was  born  in 
Readsboro,  May  9,  1862,  a  son  of  the  late  Daniel 
J.  Hicks.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Rev.  Jona- 
than Hicks,  was  a  Universalist  minister,  and  one 
of  the  pioneer  preachers  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  coming  here  when  it  was  almost  a  wil- 


MURRAY  OSCAR  HICKS 

dcrness,  and  making  his  home  chiefly  in  Monroe, 
Massachusetts.  He  became  well  known  and  was 
held  in  high  esteem,  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  being  mourned  by  the  manv 
peoplc  to  whom  he  had  ministered.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  Abigail,  all 
lived  more  than  half  a  century,  their  names  being 
as  follows:  Lydia,  Mary  Ann,  Maria,  Joseph. 
Gailey,  Sabrina,  Daniel  J.  and  Albert. 

Daniel  J.  Hicks  lived  in  Monroe.  Massachu- 
setts, until  twenty  years  old.  when  he  settled  in 
Readsboro,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in 
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1901,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  and  lumbering,  and  also  operated 
a  sawmill,  carrying  on  an  exensive  business  for 
many  years.  A  man  of  upright  principles  and 
a  true  Christian,  he  war.  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  town.  He  married  Vedee  Bishop, 
who  was  born  in  Readsboro,  a  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Jay  Bishop,  who  came  here  at  an  early  day 
from  Connecticut,  and  was  engaged  in  farming. 
Deacon  Bishop  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Jay,  Jr.,  a  Universalist  minister;  Scth; 
Chauncey ;  Phebe ;  and  Vedee,  who  married  Dan- 
iel J.  Hicks.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  J. 
Hicks  six  children  were  born,  two  of  whom  are 
dead,  namely :  Francelia,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years ;  and  Alma,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years.  Those  now  living  are 
as  follows:  Cordelia,  wife  of  Philander  Rice, 
of  Kansas ;  Enos,  a  resident  of  Pownal,  V ermont ; 
Emma,  wife  of  Addison  Goldthwaite,  of  Rowe, 
Massachusetts;  and  Murray  O.,  with  whom  this 
brief  sketch  is  chiefly  concerned.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Universalist  church,  the 
father  for  a  number  of  years  being  superinten- 
dent of  the  Sunday-school. 

Murray  O.  Hicks  acquired  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Readsboro,  and  until 
twenty-two  years  old  assisted  his  father  in  farm- 
ing and  lumbering.  Entering  then  the  service  of 
the  Hoosac  Tunnel  &  Wilmington  Railway  Com- 
pany, he  was  conductor  on  the  road  for  five  years. 
Giving  up  that  position  he  established  himself 
in  the  livery  business  in  Readsboro,  soon  after  in- 
augurating a  general  system  of  trucking,  and 
has  since  carried  on  both  with  marked  success, 
having  the  only  livery  stable  in  the  town,  and 
doing  a  large  amount  of  trucking  for  the  various 
mills  in  the  place.  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen  in 
many  official  capacities.  He  was  first  elected  as 
lister  in  1884,  and  has  since  served  eight  years, 
though  not  continuously,  and  is  now,  in  1002, 
filling  this  office.  He  has  served  on  the  town  and 
county  committee;  was  school  director  two  terms; 
has  been  road  commissioner  and  village  trustee; 
and  was  elected  representative  in  1900  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  a  candidate  for  this 
office  in  this  town,  serving  on  the  committee  on 
grand  lists.   Fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 


Mr.  Hicks  married,  first,  in  1883,  Miss  Alta 
B.  Scott,  who  was  born  in  Stamford,  Vermont,  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Scott,  a  teamster  and  express 
agent  at  North  Adams,  Massachusetts.  She  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  leaving  one  child, 
Florence  V.  Mr.  Hicks  married,  second,  June 
2t,  1893,  Miss  Bertha  Mason,  a  native  of  Harts- 
ville,  Massachusetts,  being  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Silas  Mason.  Silas  Mason  was  born  and  brought 
up  in  Princeton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  a  few  years.  Coming  then  to  Reads- 
boro, Vermont,  with  his  brother,  Joel,  he  started 
a  chair  factory,  of  which  he  was  manager  for  a 
time.  He  subsequently  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business,  which  he  conducted  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  October  6,  1901,  at 
Readsboro.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence,  well 
known  throughout  the  state,  and  filled  many 
offices  of  importance  to  the  public.  He  served 
as  representative  to  the  state  legislature  three 
terms,  and  as  state  senator  one  term.  For  twenty 
years  he  was  selectman,  serving  eleven  consecu- 
tive years,  and  during  the  Civil  war  was  very 
active,  assisting  in  drafting  men  for  service.  He 
was  an  honorary  member  of  the  North  Adams 
Post,  G.  A.  R. ;  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge, 
council,  chapter  and  commandery;  and  was  also 
an  Odd  Fellow.  Mr.  Mason  married  Clementina 
Ballou,  who  was  born  in  Whitingham,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Universalism.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Casedana;  Mandana;  Almira;  Al- 
dona ;  Hosea ;  Lascena ;  Clementina,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Silas  Mason ;  and  Phyducia.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mason  had  eight  children,  of  whom  three 
survive,  namely:  Mrs.  Eugene  Blake,  of  Green- 
field, Massachusetts:  Mrs.  Hicks;  and  Mrs.  Ma- 
bel Van  Vechten.  Mrs.  Hicks  is  a  talented  mu- 
sician, and  after  her  graduation  from  the  Boston 
Conservatory  of  Music  gave  instruction  on  the 
pipe  organ  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  and  at 
Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  have  five  children:  Gladys 
M..  Silas,  Isabella,  Donald  and  Fannie. 

CHARLES  A.  GALE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Diaries  A.  Gale,  an  able  and  experienced 
physician  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  belongs  to  a 
family  which  has  been  for  three  generations  num- 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


678 

bercd  among  the  honored  citizens  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state.  EHsha  Gale,  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Gale,  was  one  of  that  sturdy  company 
of  pioneers  who,  even  as  late  as  a  century  ago, 
prepared  the  way  for  civilization  by  penetrating 
into  what  was,  at  that  comparatively  recent 
period,  a  wilderness.  Elisha  Gale  was  of  Mas- 
sachusetts stock,  and  went  from  Springfield,  in 
that  state,  to  Williamstown,  Orange  county.  Ver- 
mont. There  he  made  in  the  forest  a  clearing 
on  which  he  settled,  redeeming  from  the  wilder- 
ness, in  the  course  of  time,  no  fewer  than  five 
hundred  acres  of  land.  He  built  a  log  house,  then 
a  frame  house,  and,  after  the  marriage  of  his  son 
David,  they  both  erected  a  brick  house  which  is 
yet  standing  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  grand- 
son, Lester  D.  Gale.  He  was  highly  success- 
ful, accumulating  a  handsome  property,  and*  he 
contributed  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the  region 
by  improved  farm  methods  and  by  aiding  in  the 
breeding  of  a  superior  strain  of  horses,  and  was 
a  contemporary  of  Day,  the  noted  hotel  and  stage 
line  proprietor  of  that  day.  A  man  of  strong 
character  and  sterling  integrity,  he  was  highly 
respected,  and  was  at  one  time  or  other  called 
to  every  town  office  of  any  consequence.  He 
married  and  was  the  father  "of  two  children, 
David  and  Dolly. 

David  Gale  was  born  on  the  ancestral  home- 
stead, where  he  spent  his  entire  life  in  following 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  In  politics  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  Democrat,  of  the  type  known  as 
Jacksonian.  He  held  various  local  offices,  among 
them  those  of  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace. 
For  years  he  was  a  member  of  and  served  as 
captain  of  a  rifle  company  of  the  Vermont  mili- 
tia. He  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Univer- 
salist  church,  to  the  financial  needs  of  which  he 
was  a  liberal  contributor.  He  married  Laura 
Burnham,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Maria 
(Simons)  Burnham,  of  Northfield,  Vermont, 
and  they  were  the.  parents  of  the  following 
named  children :  Elisha,  who  was  a  farmer  and 
merchant,  was  twice  married,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ;  his  first  wife  was  Susan  Simons,  and  his 
second  wife  Ann  Ellis,  by  whom  there  was  one 
son,  David  C.  Gale.  Ellen,  the  second  child 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gale,  married  Ezekiel  Olds,  a 
farmer  and  large  real  estate  owner  of  South 
Barrc,  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  Burn- 


ham and  Laura,  both  of  whom  are  decease! 
The  other  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gale  wtrt 
as  follows :  Julia,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Herr.. 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen ;  George,  who 
died  at  thirteen ;  Charles  A.,  mentioned  at  Icr^h 
hereinafter;  Leslie,  who  is  a  farmer,  residing  co 
the  homestead,  and  who  married  Anna  McKet 
David  Gale  died  December  19,  1890,  at  the  a§» 
of  seventy-eight  years,  on  the  ancestral  hart- 
stead,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  0: 
seventy-five  years. 

Charles  A.  Gale,  son  of  David  and  Latn 
(Burnham)  Gale,  was  bora  August  31,  tSy, 
at  Williamstown,  Vermont.    He  was  fitted  fa 
college  at  Goddard  Seminary,  at  Barre,  and  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  at  Dartmouth  Collegr. 
where  he  took  two  courses  of  lectures.  He  sub- 
sequently studied  during  one  term  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont,  and  for  two  years  in  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphii. 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1880.  In  Au- 
gust of  the  same  year  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  whxa 
has  been  to  the  present  time  his  place  of  residenet 
and  his  field  of  effort.    One  who  keeps  thor- 
oughly abreast  with  the  advancement  of  medical 
science,  he  practices  in  all  its  departments,  and 
is  known  as  a  capable  surgeon  as  well  as  a  gw- 
eral  practitioner.    He  has  written  nnmerca 
papers  upon  professional  topics,  which  he  has  rod 
before  leading  societies  and  which  hare  be«r 
published  in  their  proceedings  and  in  medio! 
journals.   He  is  a  prominent  member  of  varices 
professional  bodies — the  American  Institute  ot 
Homeopathy,  in  which  he  has  occupied  the  chair- 
manship of  the  bureau  of  pedology,  the  Vermont 
State  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  the  Massa- 
chusetts Surgical  and  Gynecological  Society,  ini 
others,  and  he  represented  the  Vermont  Stax 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society  in  the  Arnertcu 
Institute  of  Homeopathy  at  Saratoga  in  i8?> 
and  again  in  1886,  and  in  the  convention  1 
Washington  city,  Atlantic   City,  Denver  anJ 
Boston.    He  was  vice  president  of  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College  Alumni  Association,  «*i 
in  1901,  president,  when  he  delivered  an  addws 
in  the  annual  meeting  in  May,  in  Philadeinha 
He  had,  besides,  the  distinguished  honor  of  beet 
one  of  the  two  alumni  chosen  as  delegates  to  6e 
national  convention  of  alumni  of  medical  cd- 
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leges  in  Cleveland.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Rutland  Hospital 
from  the  foundation  of  the  institution,  and  has 
long  been  a  member  of  its  attending  medical 
staff.  He  has  also  been  for  some  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  States  pension  examining 
board  for  Rutland  county. 

While  thus  industriously  engaged  in  his  pro- 
fession and  its  allied  interests,  Dr.  Gale  has  con- 
stantly devoted  a  generous  share  of  his  attention 
to  public  affairs.  An  earnest  advocate  of  educa- 
tion, he  has  given  intelligent  aid  to  local  school 
affairs,  and  has  served  for  six  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  is  now  serving  his 
third  term  of  three  years  as  school  commis- 
sioner. He  has  long  been  a  trustee  of  his 
alma  mater,  Goddard  Seminary.  He  was  for 
five  years  a  member  of  the  local  company 
(A)  of  the  Vermont  militia.  He  is  prom- 
inent in  Masonic  circles,  holding  member- 
ship in  Rutland  Lodge  No.  79,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Davenport  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Davenport  Coun- 
cil No.  12,  R.  &  S.  M..  and  Killington  Com- 
mandery  No.  6,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Rutland  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  having  left  the  Democratic  party  when 
it  gave  its  support  to  Mr.  Bryan  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  free  silver  and  Populism.  His  re- 
ligious affiliations  arc  with  the  Universalist 
church,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  He  finds  his  recreation  in  the  driving 
of  fine  horses,  and  he  is  also  an  enthusiastic 
sportsman,  with  an  abiding  love  for  dog,  rod 
and  gun. 

Dr.  Gale  was  married  June  1,  1886,  to  Alice, 
daughter  of  Edwin  and  Susan  (Edgerton) 
Aiken,  of  Rutland.  A  woman  of  education  and 
refinement,  Mrs.  Gale  is  prominent  in  social 
affairs,  and  is  a  sharer  in  many  beneficent  works. 

JESSE  EUGENE  THOMSON.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Jesse  Eugene  Thomson,  M.  D.,  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  was  born 
in  Jericho,  Chittenden  county,  Vermont.  Novem- 
ber 22,  1853.  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Mary  S. 
(Wheelock)  Thomson,  descendants  of  a  Scotch- 
English  ancestry  who  came  10  this  country  from 
England  in  the  early  colonial  days. 

The  early  educational  advantages  enjoyed  by 
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Dr.  Thomson  were  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
and  Lamoille  County  Academy  at  Morrisville, 
Vermont.  Deciding  to  become  a  member  of  the 
medical  profession,  he  matriculated  in  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  New  York, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1878 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Im- 
mediately after  his  graduation  Dr.  Thomson  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Dr.  S.  L.  Wiswell, 
of  Cabot,  Vermont,  and  this  partnership  con- 
tinued for  three  years.  In  1883  he  removed  to 
the  flourishing  city  of  Rutland,  and  from  the  be- 
ginning his  success  as  a  skillful  practitioner  was 
assured,  and  in  addition  to  his  extensive  private 
practice  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  ad- 
visory board  of  the  Rutland  City  Hospital. 

Dr.  Thomson  has  been  frequently  chosen  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  serve  in  positions  of  prom- 
inence and  responsibilty ;  he  was  superntendent 
of  schools  in  Cabot  in  1880,  served  two  terms  as 
health  officer  in  the  city  of  Rutland,  represented 
the  city  in  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  in 
1896  and  1897,  and  he  also  received  the  unani- 
mous nomination  for  senator  from  Rutland  county 
in  the  legislature  of  1898  and  1899.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  the  several  fraternal  organiza- 
tions with  which  he  has  been  connected,  and  has 
attained  high  positions  in  the  Masonic  order.  He 
has  been  grand  dictotor  of  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
state  medical  examiner  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
and  grand  representative  three  years  to  the  su- 
preme lodge,  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  order. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Fythias,  a 
past  chancellor  commander;  is  companion  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  He 
has  attained  to  high  rank  in  the  Masonic  order, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  following  bodies :  Rut- 
land Lodge  No.  79,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was 
for  two  years  master;  Davenport  Chapter  No. 
17,  R.  A.  M. ;  Davenport  Council,  R.  &  S.  M. : 
Killington  Commandery  No.  6.  K.  T.,  of  which 
he  was  eminent  commander  for  three  terms; 
Delta  Lodge  of  Perfection,  and  Vermont  Con- 
sistory. He  is  a  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross  of 
Constantinc,  sovereign  grand  inspector  general 
of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  thiity-third  de- 
gree, and  a  member  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scot- 
land. He  was  for  two  terms  grand  commander 
of  Knights  Templar  and  Appendant  Orders  in 
the  state,  and  has  been  first  lieutenant  commander 
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of  the  Vermont  Council  of  Deliberation,  A.  A. 
S.  R.,  and  is  a  past  poccntate  of  Mt.  Sinai  Tem- 
ple, Mystic  Shrine.  He  served  on  the  staff  of 
Governor  McCulIoiigh  as  surgeon  general,  with 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general.  On  May  17. 
1879,  Dr.  Thomson  married  Miss  Flora  S.  Rich, 
and  one  child  has  been  born  to  them,  Rena  May 
Thomson. 

JAMES  M ARSON  RYDER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  M.  Ryder,  a  skillful  and  experi- 
enced physician  of  Bellows  Falls,  Windham 
county,  Vermont,  belongs  to  a  family  dis- 
tinguished in  the  annals  of  the  medical  profession. 
James  C.  Ryder,  his  father,  was  born  in  Middlc- 
boro,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Randolph,  Vermont,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a  drug  clerk,  and  also  became  known 
as  a  manufacturer  of  medical  preparations.  He 
was  active  in  public  affairs,  filling  the  office  of 
selectman  and  serving  in  the  Vermont  militia. 
He  married  Mrs.  Elinira  E.  (Chase)  Chilson. 
widow  of  Dr.  Daniel  S.  Chilson,  who  had  been 
a  prominent  practitioner  at  Woodstock,  Vermont ; 
she  was  the  mother,  by  Dr.  Chilson,  of  three 
children:  Van  Rensselaer;  Lucetta ;  and  Madi- 
son. Van  Rensselaer,  who  was  a  farmer  and 
ex-soldier  residing  at  White  River  Junction,  mar- 
ried and  had  three  children;  Lucetta  married 
Joseph  York,  and,  after  his  death,  Joseph  Stan- 
ley, a  California  miner  and  ranchman,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children.  Mrs.  Dr.  Chilson,  by  her 
second  marriage  to  James  C.  Ryder,  became  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Jaincs  M.,  mentioned 
at  length  hereinafter:  Elmira,  who  became  the 
wife  of  George  Elmore,  of  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
a  musician  and  dancing  master;  and  Cassnis  M., 
who  married  Gertrude  Mansfield,  daughter  of  .1 
banker  of  Hopper,  California,  and  is  now  in  the 
insurance  business  at  San  Francisco,  California. 
Mrs.  James  C.  Ryder  had  been  educated  in  the 
Woodstock  .Medical  College,  a  celebrated  insti- 
tution in  its  day,  and  became  a  successful  prac- 
titioner in  the  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  dislo- 
cations and  fractures.  She  continued  in  active 
practice  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  from  185 1,  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  women  physicians  in  the 
country.    Her  death  took  place  when  she  was 


fifty-nine  years  old,  and  Mr.  Ryder  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy -one. 

Dr.  James  M.  Ryder,  son  of  James  C.  and  El- 
mira E.  (Chase)  Ryder,  was  born  October  5, 
1852,  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  and  was  educated 
in  the  grammar  and  normal  .schools  of  his  native 
town.  He  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1872,  re- 
turning later  in  order  to  take  a  special  scientific 
course,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  with 
the  class  of  1874.  He  was  on  the  house  staff  of 
Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  in  1875.  and  the 
same  year  established  himself  at  Randolph  in  the 
active  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  calling,  al- 
though his  career  of  practice  might  be  said  to 
have  begun  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he  assist- 
ed his  mother  in  her  professional  labors.  Follow- 
ing the  example  of  his  mother,  Dr.  Ryder  makes 
a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  dislocations  and 
fractures,  in  which  he  has  achieved  some  remark- 
able successes,  having  treated  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  cases,  with  results  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory nature.  In  1883  Dr.  Ryder  went  to  New 
York  city,  where  he  entered  the  Fifteenth  Street 
Hospital,  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Fif- 
teenth street,  remaining  there  one  year.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Randolph,  and  in 
1895  removed  to  Hornellsville,  thence  to  Wood- 
stock, and  finally,  in  1901,  settled  at  Bellows 
Falls.  In  all  the  places  where  Dr.  Ryder  has 
practiced  his  profession  he  has  established  the 
reputation  of  a  skillful  and  conscientious  phy- 
sician. 

Dr.  Ryder  is  a  member  of  the  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Vermont,  and  is  active  in  Masonic 
affairs,  affiliating  with  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  28, 
F.  and  A.  M..  at  Randolph,  Vermont.  Dr.  Ryder 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Perkins,  a 
prominent  politician  of  Barnard,  Vermont.  Dr. 
Ryder's  family  consisted  of  six  children :  3ertha 
M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  V.  Gay. 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Benjamin  and 
George;  William  J.,  who  is  a  merchant  in  Bos- 
ton ;  lone,  who  married,  first,  Benjamin  B.  Chase, 
a  grandson  of  the  celebrated  Benjamin  Chase  (a 
descendant  of  the  pioneer  settler,  Aquila  Cliase), 
of  Randolph,  an  old  pioneer  of  that  place,  and 
later  became  the  wife  of  J.  W.  H.  Myrick,  a 
banker  and  broker  of  Boston,  and  Mrs.  Myrick 
now  owns  and  operates  an  extensive  printing  es- 
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Ublishmcnt  in  Boston ;  Elmira,  who  married 
George  D.  Wood,  a  hardware  merchant,  and  is 
the  mother  of  one  child,  George  Arthur;  George 
E.,  who  is  a  printer  in  Boston ;  and  Marion,  who 
is  now  attending  Ballston  Spa  School,  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1902.  Mrs.  Ryder  died  in  1882, 
at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  Dr.  Ryder  subse- 
quently married  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Henry 
Hardin,  of  North  Pomfret,  Vermont.  By  his 
second  marriage  Dr.  Ryder  has  no  children. 

BENJAMIN  F.  D.  CARPENTER. 

B.  F.  Deming  Carpenter,  an  active  practicing 
attorney  of  Barton  Landing,  Vermont,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Derby,  VciTnont,  represents  a  family  long 
native  to  the  state,  but  which,  scattered  through- 
out the  Union,  has  carried  with  it  New  Eng- 
land standards  and  given  its  sons  to  the 
public  service  in  many  states.  Of  this  fam- 
ily, but  some  four  or  five  degrees  in  relation- 
ship removed  from  the  line  herein  written  of, 
were  Hon.  Mathew  II.  Carpenter,  United 
States  senator  from  Wisconsin,  and  Chief  Justice 
Carpenter,  of  New  Hampshire.  Jonathan  Car- 
penter, great-grandfather  of  B.  F.  Deming 
Carpenter,  was  of  Connecticut  heredity  and  par- 
entage, and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  independ- 
ence. Colonel  Chester  Carpenter,  son  of  Jona- 
than Carpenter,  was  born  in  Randolph,  Vermont, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Derby ;  he 
was  a  public-spirited  and  influential  citizen,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  His 
son,  Hon.  Marshall  Carpenter,  was  born  in 
Derby,  April  22,  1813,  was  for  some  years  a 
merchant  in  Danville,  and  afterward  took  up  his 
abode  in  Derby.  He  represented  that  town  in 
the  legislature  in  1854,  was  for  the  succeeding 
eight  years  judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of 
Orleans,  and  was  prominent  in  the  public  affairs 
of  his  native  town.  He  died  April  8,  1883.  His 
wife  was  Harriet  Deming.  a  daughter  of  Hon. 
B.  F.  Deming.  member  of  Congress  from  Ver- 
mont, a  man  of  character  and  prominence. 

B.  F.  Deming  Carpenter,  eldest  son  of  Hon. 
Marshall  and  Harriet  (Deming)  Carpenter,  was 
born  in  Danville,  Vermont,  June  12,  1838.  His 
father  removed  to  Derby  while  he  was  yet  a 
child,  and  he  was  brought  up  in  the  activities 
of  the  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 


schools  and  in  the  academy  at  Derby.  After 
finishing  his  school  work  he  became  a  student 
in  the  law  offices  of  Hon.  John  L.  Edwards  and 
E.  A.  Stewart,  of  Derby.  In  i860  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  the  June  term  of  the  Orleans 
county  court.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Craftsbury,  where  he  remained  four  years.  For 
sixteen  years  thereafter  he  lived  in  West  Charles- 
ton, where  he  continued  his  profession,  a  part 
of  the  time  being  in  partnership  with  Hon. 
George  N.  Dale.  During  the  past  sixteen  years 
he  has  resided  at  Barton  Landing,  rounding  out 
a  professional  career  that  makes  him  one  of  the 
oldest  practitioners  of  the  country.  He  has  been 
active  in  political  affairs,  and  in  1868  and  1869 
represented  Charleston  in  the  Vermont  legisla- 
ture. For  three  years  following  he  was  state's 
attorney,  and  for  the  last  six  years  chairman  of 
the  road  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Or- 
leans, and  in  1884  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture from  Barton. 

Mr.  Carpenter  is  president  of  the  Orleans 
County  Historical  Society,  and  has  been  indus- 
trious in  gleaning  facts  of  local  history.  He  is 
interested,  at  the  same  time,  in  broader  histori- 
cal fields,  and  his  writings  cover  many  lines  of 
investigation. 

Mr.  Carpenter  married  Harriet  M.  Fairchild, 
of  Derby,  Vermont,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  sons,  Ernest  Marshall  Carpenter,  who  is 
chief  clerk  in  the  United  States  railway  mail  ser- 
vice for  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  Raymond  Car- 
penter, who  is  a  designer  and  inventor  of  ma- 
chinery in  the  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

JOSEPH  WARNER. 

Joseph  Warner,  late  of  Middlcbury,  was  reck- 
oned among  the  most  useful  and  exemplary  citi- 
zens of  that  town.  His  lineage  has  been  traced 
back,  through  six  generations  bearing  the  same 
name  as  himself,  to  the  early  Puritan  settlers  of 
America.  The  founder  of  the  family  on  ihis 
continent  was  Joseph  Warner,  who  left  England, 
like  many  others,  to  secure  the  privilege  of  wor- 
shiping God  according  to  his  faith,  and  settled 
in  Connecticut,  where  he  died  and  was  buried. 
Little  record  is  found  of  his  son,  Joseph,  hut  the 
records  show  that  a  son  of  the  latter,  named 
Joseph,  was  born  in  1685. 


Digitized  by  Google 


682 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Joseph  Warner,  fourth,  was  born  in  1725,  and 
his  son.  Joseph  (fifth)  was  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Sudbury.  Vermont,  where  he  lived 
and  died.  He  cleared  a  farm,  which  he  tilled, 
and  also  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  cater- 
ing to  the  wants  of  his  neighbors,  after  the  man- 
ner of  country  merchants  of  the  time. 

Joseph  Warner  (sixth)  was  born  December 
4,  1803,  in  Sudbury,  Vermont,  and  grew  up 
there,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  local  academy.  He  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  mercantile  business,  was  suc- 
cessful as  a  merchant,  but  soon  outgrew  the  nar- 
row environment  of  the  location.  He  was  a  man 
of  much  strength  of  character,  enterprising  and 
ambitious,  and  when  the  Bank  of  Middlebury 
was  organized  he  was  selected  as  the  proper  roan 
for  its  cashier.  Thereupon  he  moved  to  Middle- 
bury  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  December  31,  1865.  Possessed 
of  much  business  ability  and  having  a  kind  and 
genial  nature,  he  was  useful  to  the  bank  and  was 
also  identified  with  other  enterprises  calculated 
to  benefit  the  town  and  its  inhabitants. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Warner  was  an  active  sup- 
porter of  Whig  doctrines,  as  applied  to  national 
political  affairs,  and  he  was  among  the  original 
supporters  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Middlebury,  of  which  he  was  many  years  a  trus- 
tee. At  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  a  long 
period  prior,  he  was  a  trustee  of  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, in  whose  welfare  he  took  a  deep  interest. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  state  senate,  and 
was  one  of  the  electors  who  placed  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  the  presidential  chair  in  1861. 

Mr.  Warner  was  married  in  1833  to  Miss 
Jane  Mecch,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Neil) Meech,  representatives  of  pioneer  families. 
Under  proper  headings,  the  history  of  both  the 
Meech  and  McNeil  families  will  be  found  in  this 
work.  Three  children  came  to  Joseph  and  Jane 
Warner,  namely :  James  M.,  Mary  and  Ezra 
Joseph.  The  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Bott.  who  now  resides  in  Ithaca,  New  York.  In 
i860  Mr.  Warner  married,  second,  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Dr.  Joshua  Rates,  president  of  Mid- 
dlebury College.   She  died  in  1S62. 

General  James  M.  Warner  was  born  Jan- 
uary 2vf.  1837,  in  Middlebury,  Vermont,  where 


he  received  his  primary  education.  He  graduated 
at  West  Point  and  went  out  in  the  Civil  war 
as  colonel  of  die  Eleventh  Vermont  Regiment. 
He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvanii 
Court  House,  was  with  Sheridan  in  the  Shenan- 
doah campaign  and  commanded  the  Vermont 
brigade  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  For  gal- 
lantry in  the  latter  action,  he  was  made  a  briga- 
dier general,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  On  the  return  of  peace,  he 
laid  aside  the  accoutrements  of  military  life,  and 
began  business  at  Albany,  New  York,  becoming 
president  of  the  Albany  Card  &  Paper  Company, 
thus  continuing  for  many  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred suddenly,  while  on  a  business  visit  to- 
New  York  city,  on  March  16,  1897. 

He  married  Matilda  Allen,  of  Middlebury, 
Vermont,  where  she  now  resides.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  James  Allen,  now  treasurer  of  the 
Albany  Card  &  Paper  Company;  and  Sophia, 
wife  of  John  A.  Fletcher,  of  Middlebury. 

Ezra  Joseph  Warner  was  born  March  8, 
1841,  in  Middlebury,  and  has  ever  been  loyal  to> 
his  native  town.  On  account  of  the  early  death  of 
his  mother,  he  grew  up  awa>  from  Middlebury, 
and  prepared  for  college  at  Kimball  Union  Acad- 
emy, in  Mcridcn,  New  Hampshire,  graduating 
there  in  1857.  He  at  once  entered  Middlebury 
College,  and  graduation  from  that  institution, 
in  1861.  Before  the  close  of  that  year  he 
went  west,  and  the  following  winter  wa* 
spent  in  the  study  of  law  ,with  an  attorney 
in  Wisconsin.  He  soon  became  convinced  that 
a  professional  life  would  not  prove  congenial, 
and  determined  to  enter  upon  a  commercial  ca- 
reer. The  result  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  hi* 
selection,  as  he  quickly  took  rank  among  the 
financiers  of  Chicago,  where  he  settled. 

In  the  summer  of  1862  he  joined  Mr.  All>ert 
A.  Sprague,  who  had  just  started  in  a  small  way 
in  the  wholesale  grocery  trade.  In  a  short  time 
Mr.  O.  S.  A.  Sprague,  now  deceased,  became 
associated  with  them,  and  the  business  has  since 
been  conducted  under  the  name  of  Sprague. 
Warner  &  Company.  In  1897  it  was  incorpor- 
ated under  that  title,  and  Mr.  Wamer  has  con- 
tinued since  as  vice  president  of  the  company. 
•The  concern  ha*  always  been  among  the  leading 
ones  of  its  kind  in  the  west,  and  enjovs  a  large 
measure  of  prosperity  to-day.    Not  a  little  of  it* 
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success  is  due  to  the  commercial  instinct  in- 
herited by  its  present  vice  president. 

Mr.  Warner  is  a  stockholder  of  banks  and 
other  business  enterprises  in  Chicago,  and  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  western 
branch  of  the  Liverpool,  London  &  Globe  Insur- 
ance Company.  He  has  always  been  a  steadfast 
Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chicago  Club  and  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  where  he  resides,  and  for 
twelve  years  was  a  trustee  of  Lake  Forest  Uni- 
versity. In  1901  he  completed  Joseph  Warner 
Science  Hall,  of  Middlebury  College,  as  a  me- 
morial of  his  father.  This  is  a  thoroughly 
modern  building,  and  is  a  credit  to  its  donor  and 
a  worthy  tribute  to  one  who  was  a  warm  friend 
of  Middlebury  College  through  many  years. 

In  1861  Ezra  J.  Warner  was  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Rcmsen,  of  Middlebury,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Sarah  Renisen.  of  that  place,  natives 
of  Long  Island.  Five  children  complete  the  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  Warner,  namely:  Frank,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Pasadena,  California;  Maude,  wife  of 
Alexander  A.  McCormick,  of  Chicago;  Ezra  J., 
Jr.,  secretary  of  Sprague,  Warner  &  Company; 
Ethel  and  Harold  R.,  residing  with  their  parents. 

CAPTAIN  DAYTON  CLARK. 

i 

Captain  Dayton  Clark,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
painting  business  in  Montpelier,  and  is  one  of 
the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born 
in  De  Kalb.  St.  Ijnvrence  county,  New  York, 
December  15.  1840,  his  parents  being  Leonard 
E.  and  Calistia  (Warner)  Clark.  The  father 
was  born  in  Vermont  and  was  a  son  of  Jedediah 
Clark.  Upon  the  home  farm  he  was  reared,  and 
after  arriving  at  years  of  manhood  he  wedded 
Calistia  Warner,  a  daughter  of  Luther  Warner. 
The  young  couple  then  removed  to  New  York 
and  settled  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  where  he 
cleared  a  tract  of  land  ami  improved  a  farm, 
spending  his  remaining  days  thereon.  He  passed 
away  in  1876  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and 
was  survived  by  his  wife  for  about  twenty  years, 
her  death  occurring  in  i£</6,  when  she  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-five.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter :  Elliott, 
who  is  now  living  in  New  York;  Ethan  A.; 
Dayton;  and  Laura  M. 


When  Captain  Clark  was  a  boy  of  twelve 
years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  painter's 
trade,  serving  a  term  of  three  years.  He  after- 
ward worked  as  journeyman  and  also  further 
continued  his  education  by  attending  school  for 
a  time.  Through  the  winter  months,  when  there 
was  little  doing  at  his  trade,  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  three  years.  In  1861  he  came  to  Mont- 
pelier and  not  long  after  this  the  Civil  war  was 
begun. 

Mr.  Clark  had  watched  with  interest  the 
progress  of  the  trouble  between  the  north  and 
south,  and  had  determined  that  if  the  slavehold- 
ers should  attempt  secession  he  would  strike  a 
blow  in  the  defense  of  the  Union.  He  was  there- 
fore among  the  first  to  respond  to  his  country's 
call  for  aid,  and  enlisted  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Second  Ver- 
mont Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  took  part  in  many 
hard- fought  battles,  among  which  may  be  men- 
tioned the  engagements  at  Bull  Run  and  those 
of  the  Peninsular  campaign  under  General  Mc- 
Clellan.  He  took  part  in  the  two  battles  of 
Fredericksburg  and  also  met  the  enemy  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Mary's  Heights,  being  wounded 
in  the  leg  at  the  last  named  place,  his  injury  dis- 
abling him  for  duty  for  three  months.  Later  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  of 
Spottsylvania,  where  he  was  in  command  of  his 
regiment,  and  in  reward  for  his  bravery  Congress 
awarded  him  a  gold  medal.  Few  of  the  large 
number  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  were  thus 
honored,  but  Captain  Clark  well  -  merited  this 
distinction.  On  the  organization  of  his  company 
he  had  been  made  corporal  and  later  was  pro- 
moted to  sergeant  and  subsequently  to  orderly 
sergeant.  In  January,  1862,  he  was  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  of  Company  D,  and  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1863,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  serving  in  that  capacity  continu- 
ously until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  promo- 
tion came  in  recognition  of  his  loyalty  and  his 
meritorious  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle.  He 
was  an  excellent  officer,  maintained  good  disci- 
pline among  his  troops,  and  at  the  same  time 
commanded  their  confidence  and  respect.  He 
also  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his 
superior  officers.  While  he  never  recklessly  ex- 
posed his  men  to  danger,  his  own  valor  inspired 
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them  many  limes  to  deeds  of  bravery  worthy  of 
the  highest  commendation. 

In  1867  Captain  Clark  again  became  identi- 
fied with  the  business  interests  of  Montpelier, 
where  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  the  paint- 
ing trade  since  that  time,  enjoying  a  large  and 
lucrative  patronage,  so  that  he  is  continually  busy 
and  much  of  the  time  employs  a  number  of  work- 
men. It  was  on  the  nth  of  September,  1865, 
that  he  made  preparation  for  having  a  home  of 
his  own  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Kent,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Martha  (Kingsbury) 
Kent,  of  Brookfield,  Vermont.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  two  daughters,  Laura  and  Grace 
M.  The  Captain  has  served  as  a  selectman,  also 
as  constable,  continuously  and  capably  filling 
these  positions  through  a  number  of  years,  and 
in  1883  he  was  enumerator  of  the  census.  His 
political  support  has  always  been  given  to  the 
Democracy,  and  socially  he  is  associated  with 
Brooks  Post,  G.  A.  R-,  thus  maintaining  pleas- 
ant relations  with  his  old  army  comrades  who 
wore  the  blue.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Unitarian  church. 

JOEL  CLARKE  BAKER. 

Joel  Clarke  Baker,  of  Rutland,  Vermont 
prominent  as  a  lawyer  and  man  of  large  affairs 
for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century  past,  was 
born  in  Danby,  Vermont,  son  of  Edia  and  Se- 
leucia  (Davenport)  Baker.  He  is  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry, and  seems  to  have  inherited  a  goodly 
share  of  the  sterling  character  and  sturdy  inde- 
pendence of  his  Scottish  progenitors. 

Stephen  Baker  (grandfather)  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  came  to  Danbury,  Vermont, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
residing  there  for  fifty  years,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  a  leader  in  the  society  at  that  time. 
He  married  Susan  Matthewson,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children. 

Edia  Baker,  fourth  child  of  Stephen  and 
Susan  (Matthewson)  Baker,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  April  21,  1814,  and  was  between  eight 
and  ten  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Danby,  Vermont,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  carpenter,  joiner  and  builder 
formerly,  and  later  became  a  farmer.   In  politics 


he  was  a  Whig  and  afterwards  a  Republican,  and 
he  held  various  town  offices.  He  married  Se- 
leucia  Davenport,  who  died  in  1864,  at  the  age 
of  forty-seven  years,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1866,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons,  Joel  Clarke  Baker,  born 
April  16,  1838;  and  George  R.,  born  June  6, 
1844,  at  Danby,  Vermont,  where  he  died  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age. 

Joel  Clarke  Baker  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Danby  and  Wallingford, 
and  in  1858  began  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek 
under  Philip  H.  Emerson,  continuing  under  his 
instruction  for  two  years.  In  1859  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Spencer  Green, 
of  Danby,  and  he  subsequently  continued  his 
studies  in  the  office  of  David  E.  Nicholson,  of 
Wallingford,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1862, 
when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Rutland 
county.  « 

The  Civil  war,  however,  turned  Mr.  Baker 
aside  from  his  profession  just  as  he  had  com- 
pleted his  preparation  for  practice.  In  (he  year 
of  his  admission  to  the  bar  (1862)  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment, 
Vermont  Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  as  sergeant,  and  he  was  afterwards 
promoted  successively  to  the  grades  of  first  ser- 
geant, second  and  first  lieutenant,  and  captain. 
His  military  record  is  an  eloquent  attestation  of 
his  patriotism  and  soldierly  spirit.  At  the  sur- 
render of  Harper's  Ferry  he  was  sent  as  a  paroled 
prisoner,  with  his  regiment,  to  Camp  Douglas 
at  Chicago,  wherv  he  remained  on  parole  until 
January  9,  1863,  meantime  serving  as  guard  over 
five  or  six  thousand  relict  prisoners.  After  his 
exchange  he  returned  to  the  front,  where  he  par- 
ticipated in  many  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  he 
was  with  the  Army  of  the  James  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Chapin's  Farm  and  Fair  Oaks  and  in 
the  capture  of  Richmond.  He  was  among  the 
first  to  enter  that  city,  and  he  pulled  down  with 
his  own  hands  the  rebel  flag  which  he  found 
flying  over  the  residence  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and 
which  he  took  away  with  him.  This  he  carefully 
preserved  as  a  valuable  mcmi-nto,  until  he  loaned 
it  to  the  high  school  at  Rutland  for  purposes 
of  exhibition,  but  the  building  burned  down  and 
the  historic  relic  was  destroyed  in  the  flames. 
During  a  portion  of  his  service  in  North  Caro- 
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lina,  Captain  Baker  frequently  served  as  judge 
advocate  on  courts  martial. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  at  the  dose 
of  the  war,  Captain  Baker  practiced  his  profes- 
sion in  Wallingford  until  1868,  when  he  removed 
to  Rutland,  his  present  place  of  residence.  The 
oldest  lawyer  in  Rutland,  in  years  of  practice, 
and  antedated  by  only  two  in  the  county,  his 
has  been  a  phenomenal  experience,  and  he  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  the  most  prominent  and 
successful  of  the  practitioners  at  the  bar  of  his 
county  if  not  of  the  judicial  district,  while  his 
practice  has  also  extended  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  state,  and  to  the  federal  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  New  York  as  well  as  of  Vermont,  and 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  Dur- 
ing his  professional  career  he  has  been  concerned 
with  much  of  the  important  legislation  originat- 
ing in  or  concerned  with  his  portion  of  the  state. 
One  of  the  most  notable  of  his  cases  in  recent 
years  was  an  action  brought  by  a  leading  manu- 
facturing corporation  against  a  number  of  mem- 
bers of  a  labor  union,  for  boycotting,  intimida- 
tion of  workmen  and  general  interference  with 
the  company  while  it  was  endeavoring  to  conduct 
its  business.  After  a  stoutly  contested  legal  bat- 
tle, Captain  Baker  succeeded  in  procuring  a  ver- 
dict for  his  client,  with  an  award  of  damages 
in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, the  first  verdict  rendered  by  any  court  in 
that  section  in  a  cause  of  such  character  and 
presenting  such  conditions. 

Captain  Baker  has  throughout  his  life  been 
actively  concerned  in  various  leading  commer- 
cial and  financial  enterprises.  From  1869  to  1873 
he  was  editor  of  the  Rutland  Herald,  and  he  was 
subsequently  a  director  in  the  Clement  National 
Bank,  the  Howe  Scale  Company  and  the  E.  P. 
Chase  Manufacturing  Corporation,  and  he  has 
large  real  estate  interests  in  the  city.  He  has  oc- 
cupied numerous  official  positions  in  which  he 
has  been  highly  useful  to  the  community  and 
the  county,  at  various  times  serving  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  grand  juror,  register  of  pro- 
bate, deputy  county  clerk,  auditor  and  city  at- 
torney. He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  in 
1886,  and  in  that  body  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  judiciary  and  a  member  of  the 
committees  on  railway  and  the  insane. 

He  is  an  active  member  of  numerous  military 


bodies— the  Vermont  Commandery  of  the  Mil- 
itary Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  of  which  he 
has  been  commander,  Roberts  Post  No.  14,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  which  he  has  been  commander,  and  he 
has  served  upon  the  staff  of  state  and  national 
commanders.  He  has  risen  to  high  rank  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity;  he  was  junior  warden  and 
senior  warden  of  Chipman  Lodge  No.  52,  and 
he  was  a  charter  member  of  Center  Lodge  No. 
34,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  junior  warden;  and  he  is  affiliated  with 
Chapter  No.  17,  R.  A.  M. ;  Davenport  Council 
No.  12,  in  which  he  was  recorder;  and  Killing- 
ton  Commandery  No.  6,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is 
captain  general.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Mt. 
Sinai  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine;  of  the  Benevolent 
Order  of  Elks,  in  which  body  he  is  a  trustee;  and 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  an  Episcopalian 
in  religion,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Captain  Baker  married,  October  8.  1866,  Miss 
Ada  O.  Howe,  daughter  of  Luther  P.  and  Mary 
A.  (Rounds)  Howe,  of  Mount  Taber,  and  one 
daughter,  Mabel  Baker,  is  the  fruit  of  their 
union. 

WILLIAM  B.  CABOT. 

William  B.  Cabot,  civil  engineer  and  exten- 
sively engaged  in  public  works  construction,  is 
a  native  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  a  son  of  Nor- 
man B.  Cabot,  a  prominent  citken  of  the  town 
last  named.  He  was  born  February  2,  1858,  and 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  in  his 
native  town,  completing  his  general  studies  in 
Williston  Seminary,  and  the  Hopkins  grammar 
school.  He  pursued  mathematics  and  engineer- 
ing, and  kindred  branches  in  the  Sheffield  Scien- 
tific School,  and  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  In- 
stitute, whom  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
civil  engineer  in  1881.  His  entrance  upon  a  pro- 
fessional career  was  in  the  capacity  of  civil  en- 
gineer on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  in  the  west 
and  north.  He  subsequently  became  interested 
in  the  iron-making  business  at  Everett,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  so  engaged  until  1885.  Later 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Holbrook, 
Cabot  &  Daly,  now  Holbrook,  Cabot  &  Rollins, 
at  Boston,  and  similarly  engaged  in  New  York 
city.  The  operations  in  which  Mr.  Cabot  has 
been  to  the  present  time  actively  engaged  are 
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extensive  and  important,  and  have  included  the 
separation  of  grades  at  Brockton,  Massachusetts, 
under  a  contract  calling  for  an  expenditure  of 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  masonry  on 
the  separation  work  at  Newton  and  Natick ;  that 
on  the  Alhany  Railroad,  under  a  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollar  contract,  and  grade 
separation  work  on  the  Dcdham  branch  of  die 
New  Haven  Railroad  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  firm  has 
al«K)  performed  extensive  engineering  work  in 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  road  last  named.  It 
also  perforins  a  great  deal  of  deep-water  work 
in  the  eonstruction  of  drawbridges  and  thev  now 
have  in  course  of  construction  at  Boston  the 
Went  Cambridge  bridge  piers  and  abutments, 
requiring  an  expenditure  of  about  one  million 
dollars.  In  recent  years  the  firm  has  constructed 
aln>ut  fifty  caisson  piers,  necessitating  heavy  and 
difficult  engineering  work.  The  firm  now  has  in 
process  of  completion  a  section  of  one  and  one- 
half  miles  of  the  New  York  subway,  extending 
from  Clreat  Jones  street  to  Thirty-third  street, 
the  work  requiring  the  labor  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred men  and  calling  for  an  expenditure  of  the 
sum  of  two  and  one-half  millions  of  dollars.  The 
plant  of  the  firm  represents  a  permanent  invest- 
ment of  many  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  most 
modern  and  highly  improved  machinery  for  car- 
rying out  various  lines  of  construction  work,  such 
as  steam  lighters,  scows,  steam  drills,  pile  drivers, 
excavators,  derricks,  and  other  necessary  ma- 
chinery and  devices,  much  of  it  constructed  for 
its  special  use  under  the  direction  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Cabot  was  married  to  Miss  Elisabeth 
I.vman  Parker,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Francis 
J.  Parker,  who  resides  in  Boston.  Colonel 
Parker  has  long  been  identified  with  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  city,  and  during  the 
Civil  war  was  commander  of  the  Thirty-second 
Rcg:me?:t  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Mr.  and 
Mr*.  Cab-  :.  who  reside  in  Brooklme.  Massachu- 
setts, are  the  parents  of  five  children.  Anna  Ly- 
man. Eleanor  Forman.  Catherine  Wyman.  Nor- 
man and  Mary  Minot  Cabot. 

JULIUS  HAYDEX  WOODWARD.  M.  D. 

Dr.  j.:'...is  Hayden  Woodward.  Xew  York 
citv.  who  stands  well  at  the  foremost  of  Ameri- 
can surgeons  as  a  specialist  of  diseases  of  the 


eye,  ear  and  throat,  is  a  worthy  son  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state.  Born  at  Castleton,  Vermont, 
he  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Adrian  Theodore  and  Lois 
Cornelia  (June)  Woodward. 

He  was  reared  in  Brandon,  Vermont,  whence 
his  parents  removed  when  he  was  two  years  old, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  Norwich 
University  and  Cornell  University,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1879.  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Science.  He  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  ihe  preceptorship  of  his  father  and 
attended  lectures  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
New  York  city,  in  1882,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  captured  a  Harscn 
prize  and  was  further  honored  with  the  presi- 
dency of  his  class.  He  later  took  the  examina- 
tion and  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine from  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  \\a* 
elected  assistant  professor  of  diseases  of  the 
throat  in  that  institution  in  1886.  He  received 
the  extraordinary  appointment  of  interne  to 
Bellevue  Hospital  without  examination,  and 
served  twenty  months,  on  the  second  surgical 
division,  an  unusual  term.  After  enjoving  this 
peculiar  opportunity  for  surgical  practice  he  be- 
came a  student  at  Berlin  during  t886.  under  Pro- 
fessor J.  Hirschberg,  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
eve  specialists  in  Europe.  While  pursuing  hia 
studies  there  he  received  an  appointment  as  in- 
structor of  materia  medica  in  the  University  of 
Vermont.  He  entered  upon  that  position  in  1887 
and  delivered  his  first  course  of  lectures  on  ma- 
teria medica  that  year  in  that  institution.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  elected  to  the  full 
chair  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  seven  years.  He  was  elected 
professor  of  diseases  of  the  eye.  ear  and  thr-^at 
in  1880  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  ten  yrars. 
and  during  a  portion  of  that  time  he  acted  a*  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  faculty.  Seeking  a 
wider  field  for  his  professional  ski!'.,  he  wen:  t- 
New  York  city  in  1 807.  locating  M  ;«  Wc*: 
Fortieth  street,  where  he  soon  acquired  a  large 
and  profitable  clientele  and  has  been  rr.'.'-.r.-t*.'.:'.:- 
successful.  He  was  for  some  time  00  the  ::::  end- 
ing statT  of  various  metropolitan  bosptta's.  ---ntf. 
pressure  of  his  private  practice  cccrpellc:  him 
to  resign.    He  was  formerly  ophthalmv  v.:rg*-« 
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to  the  Mary  Fletcher  Hospital  in  Burlington, 
and  was  at  the  same  time  a  memher  of  the  staff 
of  the  Fanny  Allen  Hospital  of  Winooski. 

Dr.  Woodward  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  the  Societe  Francais  d'Opthalmologie, 
the  New  York  County  Medical  Society ;  the  New 
York  Athletic  Club,  the  Fencers'  Club  and  the 
Republican  Club  of  New  York  city.  He  is  a 
frequent  contributor  to  medical  journals,  has 
published  a  number  of  pamphlets,  and  is  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  lecture  before  medical 
societies.  He  is  author  of  the  section  on  diseases 
and  injuries  of  vision  and  audition  in  Witthaus 
&  Becker's  "System  of  Medical  Jurisprudence 
and  Toxicology,"  which  is  the  standard  work  on 
that  subject,  comprising  several  volumes. 

Referring  briefly  and  not  inappropriately  to 
the  ancestral  history  of  Dr.  Woodward,  the 
earliest  of  which  we  are  able  to  record  in  this 
connection  was  Jonathan  Woodward,  who  had 
a  son  Theodore,  who  was  born  at  Hanover.  New 
Hampshire,  and  removed  to  Barrc,  Vermont, 
where  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  A 
man  of  great  intellectual  accomplishments,  he 
became  a  noted  chemist,  philosopher  and  geolo- 
gist. The  christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Martha 
and  their  children  were  George,  Don  Judas, 
Martha  and  Rebecca. 

Theodore  Woodward,  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Woodward,  was  horn  and  reared  in  Barre,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  a  man  of  considerable  mental 
force.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Gridlcy, 
and  he  secured  the  charter  and  founded  the  old 
Castleton  Medical  College,  the  first  institution  of 
the  kind  in  Vermont.  He  was  professor  of  sur- 
gery and  obstetrics  in  that  college  from  1818 
until  his  death  in  1838,  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
During  that  time  he  continued  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  medicine  m  Castleton,  and  as  consulting 
surgeon  over  a  territory  extending  over  the  en- 
tire state  of  Vermont  and  throughout  northern 
New  York.  He  was  the  leading  surgeon  of  Ver- 
mont for  many  years.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the 
war  of  1812  and  took  care  of  the  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg.  lie  married  Mary  Win- 
nington,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  Lucia,  who  married 
Dr.  John  H.  Philip,  the  father  of  the  late  Rear 
Admiral  John  W.  Philip;  Edwin  Carlos,  who 


was  a  merchant  in  Castleton,  Vermont,  and  fa- 
ther of  the  late  Captain  Edwin  T.  Woodward,  of 
'he  United  States  navy ;  Caroline  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Egbert  Jamison,  who  was  formerly  a 
practicing  physician  at  Racine,  Wisconsin;  Dr. 
A.  T.  Woodward,  father  of  Julius  Hayden  Wood- 
ward ;  and  Mary  Adelia,  who  married  Dr.  John 
Ross,  a  physician. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Woodward,  father  of  Dr.  Julius 
Hayden  Woodward,  was  born  at  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont, July  17,  1827.  He  graduated  from  Cas- 
tleton Seminary  in  1845,  a°d  Castleton  Medical 
College  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He 
has  thus  at  the  present  time  been  in  the  active 
practice  of  medicine  more  than  fifty-five  years. 
Not  unlike  his  father,  he  was  for  many  years 
a  leading  surgeon  of  the  state,  and  his  clientele 
also  extended  all  over  northern  New  York  as 
well.  He  was  for  four  years  located  at  White- 
hall, New  York.  He  was  later  connected  with 
the  Albany  Hospital,  and  at  the  same  time  held 
the  chair  as  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the  Al- 
bany Medical  College.  He  was  subsequently 
professor  of  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women 
and  children  in  the  Castleton  Medical  College, 
until  he  removed  to  Brandon  in  i860.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  private  practice  at  that  place 
since  that  time.  During  this  time  he  was  for 
several  years  professor  of  surgical  diseases  of 
women  in  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  con- 
sulting surgeon  at  the  Mary  Fletcher  Hospital 
at  Burlington.  He  was  surgeon  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment,  Vermont  Volunteers,  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  saw  service  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, Spottsylvania  Court  House  and  the  Wil- 
derness He  was  part  of  the  time  a  member  of 
the  state  examining  board  of  volunteer  surgeons. 

Dr.  Woodward  is  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
State  Medical  Society,  the  Rutland  County  Medi- 
cal Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  has  written  numerous  papers  and 
pamphlets,  many  of  which  have  been  published. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masons  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Loyal 
Legion. 

Dr.  Woodward  married  Miss  Martha  Chapin, 
of  Whitehall,  New  York,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased.   His  wife  dying  in  1853,  at  the  age  of 
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twenty-six  years,  he  married  for  liis  second  wife 
Lois  C.  June,  a  daughter  of  Milton  June,  of  Bran- 
don, Vermont.  Of  this  union  were  born  two 
children:  Julius  Hayden;  and  Irving,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

CHARLES  HOWARD  FAULKNER. 

Charles  H.  Faulkner,  an  enterprising  and  pros- 
perous merchant  of  Readsboro,  was  born  No- 
vember 25,  1862,  in  Whitingham.  the  birthplace 
of  his  father,  Levi  Faulkner,  and  of  his  grand- 
father, Willard  Faulkner.  His  great-grandfather, 
Willard  Faulkner,  Sr.,  removed  from  Connecti- 
cut to  Vermont  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Whiting- 
ham, where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and 
improved  a  farm. 

Willard  Faulkner,  Jr.,  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  in  Whitingham,  and  was  there  a  tiller  of 
the  soil  during  his  life,  dying  when  but  sixty 
years  of  age.  By  his  union  with  Roxana  Boyd, 
seven  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Royal  II., 
of  Wilmington,  Vermont ;  Lucretia  J.,  deceased ; 
Levi,  father  of  Charles  H. ;  Willard  R.,  of  Whit- 
ingham ;  Julia,  wife  of  L.  P.  Dalrymple,  also 
of  Whitingham ;  Roxanna,  deceased ;  Albert  J., 
also  of  Whitingham.  Both  of  the  parents  of  these 
children  were  members  of  the  Universalist  church. 

Levi  Faulkner,  born  on  the  ancestral  home- 
stead in  Whitingham,  spent  his  entire  life  of 
forty-two  years  in  that  town,  being  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Mary 
A.  Howard,  of  West  Dover,  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Mercy  (Hall)  Howard,  who  reared  the  fol- 
lowing named  children :  Henry ;  Ballard  ;  Aman- 
da :  Armcna,  deceased ;  Mary  Ann,  who  married 
Levi  Faulkner ;  her  twin  sister,  Marietta ;  Har- 
riet, deceased,  and  who  was  wife  of  Willard 
Faulkner;  and  Hannah,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  were  also  members  of  the  Universalist 
church.  Of  the  union  of  Levi  Faulkner  and  his 
wife  eight  children  were  born:  Willard,  a  car- 
penter, living  in  Whitingham;  Roxanna,  wife  of 
R.  S.  Houghton,  of  West  Dover;  Charles  H.,  the 
special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Frank  E.,  of  Whit- 
ingham ;  Annette  A.,  wife  of  Arthur  H.  Lyons, 
of  New  London,  Connecticut ;  Ernest  L.,  who 
was  killed  in  1898  in  a  railroad  accident;  Erbern 
C,  living  with  his  widowed  mother;  and  John, 


deceased.  Both  parents  united  with  the  Univer- 
salist church  when  young. 

Charles  H.  Faulkner  acquired  a  thorough 
training  in  the  various  branches  of  agriculture 
on  the  home  farm,  obtaining  a  practical  education 
in  the  district  schools.  On  reaching  man's  es- 
tate he  went  to  Wilmington,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  six  years.  Returning  to  Reads- 
boro in  1888.. he  entered  the  store  of  Mr.  Elmer 
I.  Bullock,  with  whom  he  remained  as  a  clerk 
for  a  period  of  ten  years.    In  1898,  in  partner- 


CHARLES  HOWARD  FAULKNER. 

ship  with  II.  II.  Hanley,  of  North  Adams,  he 
bought  out  his  former  employer,  and  has  since 
carried  on  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business, 
employing  three  clerks.  The  store  is  finely  stocked 
with  a  choice  line  of  goods,  including  boots, 
shoes,  dry-goods,  clothing,  rubbers,  groceries, 
hardware,  paints,  oils,  wall  papers — in  fact,  every- 
thing demanded  by  the  trade,  being  the  most 
complete  in  all  departments  of  any  store  between 
North  Adams  and  Brattleboro.    Politically  Mr. 
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Faulkner  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  con- 
stable, bailiff,  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen, 
and  was  a  representative  to  the  state  legislature 
in  1898,  serving  on  the  committee  on  corpora- 
tions. Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Deerfield  Valley 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Faulkner  married,  February  18,  1889. 
Clara  Faulkner,  who  was  born  in  Wilmington, 
Vermont,  a  daughter  of  R.  H.  Faulkner.  Her 
father  married,  first,  Minerva  Boyd,  who  bor^ 
him  seven  children,  as  follows:  George  R.,  who 
married  Dora  Gallup;  Samantha,  who  married 
W.  E.  Winchester;  Dwight,  deceased;  Oscar,  de- 
ceased; Flora,  wife  of  Frank  Flagg;  Herbert, 
who  married  Rosa  Tyler ;  and  Clara,  wife  of  C. 
H.  Faulkner.  Mrs.  Faulkner's  father,  who  is 
still  living,  married  for  his  second  wife  Maria 
Brown,  by  whom  he  has  one  chikl.  Lulu,  wife 
of  Walter  Brown,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faulkner  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Merrill  and  Pauline. 

LOUIS  SHELDON  NEWTON. 

Louis  Sheldon  Newton,  a  prominent  archi- 
tect of  Hartford.  Vermont,  and  a  man  held  in 
high  estimation  in  commercial  and  social  circles, 
is  a  descendant  of  David  Newton,  born  March 
25.  1753.  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town, 
having  emigrated  from  Hartford.  Connecticut. 
David  Newton  was  united  in  marriage,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1773,  to  Mary  Hazen,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 11,  1754,  and  sixteen  children  were  born 
to  them. 

When  Sheldon,  the  first  born,  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  there  were  fourteen  children 
living  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  family 
record  of  David  Newton  is  believed  to  be  the 
most  remarkable  in  the  United  States,  if  not  in 
the  world,  in  respect  to  the  number  of  children, 
their  individual  length  of  life,  and  the  aggre- 
gate ages  of  the  whole  family. 

The  first  death  in  the  family  occurred  nearly 
fifty-two  years  after  the  marriage  of  the  parents, 
and  the  second  death  was  that  of  Mary  (Ilazen) 
Newton,  the  mother,  which  occurred  in  1823  :  at 
that  time  her  oldest  child  was  m  his  forty-eighth 
year,  and  the  youngest  child  was  nearly  twenty- 
four  years  old.  The  average  age  of  the  sixteen 
children  was  nearly  seventy  years,  and.  added 
to  that  of  their  parents,  made  the  total  twelve 
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hundred  and  seventy-two  years.  David  Newton 
died  December  29,  1839,  aged  eighty-six  years, 
and  his  wife  died  September  4,  1823,  in  the 
sixty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Sheldon  Newton,  grandfather  of  Louis  Shel- 
don Newton,  was  born  July  1,  1774;  he  mar- 
ried, for  his  second  wife,  Nancy  Wilder,  and  the 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them : 
Betsy,  Emmeline,  Maria  and  John  Newton.  Mr. 
Sheldon  Newton's  death  occurred  January  2, 
1849,  he  being  then  seventy-four  years,  six 
months  and  one  day  old. 

John  Newton,  father  of  Louis  Sheldon  New- 
ton, was  born  October  13,  1818,  and  married  for 
his  second  wife,  June  6,  1849,  Mary  Jane  Dut- 
ton,  the  seventh  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Susan 
Hoar  Dutton;  she  was  born  November  4,  1826, 
and  died  October  3,  1889.  John  Newton  died 
July  29,  1893,  aged  seventy-four  years  and  ten 
months. 

The  Dm  tons  in  America  are  of  Saxon  nativ- 
ity. The  ancient  family  of  Duttons  assumed  their 
surname  from  the  place  of  their  residence — Dun- 
tune — now  contracted  to  Dutton,  a  township  lying 
about  five  miles  east  of  Frodsham,  on  the  river 
Wcver,  in  Cheshire.  The  Duttons  in  Vermont 
are  descendants  of  the  Duttons  who  emigrated 
to  New  England  about  1630,  many  of  whose  de- 
scendants settled  in  Connecticut.  The  Duttons 
in  Hartford  are  lineal  descendants  of  Thomas 
Dutton.  of  Wallingford.  Connecticut. 

Louis  Sheldon  Newton  is  the  youngest  of 
five  children  born  to  John  and  Mary  Jane  Dutton 
Newton,  on  March  21,  1871.  He  acquired  an 
excellent  education  at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy, 
and  upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  profession  of  architecture, 
being  employed  in  offices  in  Boston,  and  he  also 
pursued  a  course  of  study  in  evening  classes, 
where  he  soon  perfected  himself  in  his  vocation. 
He  then  opened  an  office  in  Lebanon.  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  remained  for  a  short  time,  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Hai  l  ford,  and  many  of 
the  public  and  private  buildings  in  various  sec- 
tions of  New  England  are  monuments  to  his 
proficiency  and  skill. 

He  had  remodeled  and  constructed  many  of 
the  private  residences  in  Woodstock,  several  of 
the  residences  connected  with  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  the  addition  to 
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the  National  Bank  at  White  River  Junction,  sev- 
eral residences  and  mercantile  buildings  at  Leba- 
non, New  Hampshire,  the  handsome  residence 
of  T.  N.  Vail,  the  banker  of  Lyndonville,  the 
Wilder  Club  and  Library  building  at  Wilder, 
Vermont,  and  has  just  completed  (1903)  the  re- 
modeling of  the  Second  Congregational  church 
of  Hartford,  his  services  in  this  work  being  a 
gratuity,  as  they  are  in  the  nature  of  a  memorial 
to  his  father  and  mother. 

Mr.  Newton  is  especially  successful  in  re- 
modeling and  rebuilding,  having  performed  con- 
siderable work  in  this  branch  of  the  business  on 
various  churches,  schools  and  institutions  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  Superior  skill  in  the  line 
of  his  chosen  calling,  special  preparation  for  the 
■work  supplement itig  natural  artistic  taste,  com- 
bined with  reliability,  promptness  and  energy, 
are  the  qualities  which  have  insured  his  pros- 
perity and  made  him  one  of  the  leading  repre- 
sentatives of  commercial  interests  in  the  town 
of  Hartford,  Vermont;  and  those  familiar  with 
the  high  grade  of  Mr.  Newton's  work  regard 
liim  entirely  equal  to  metropolitan  architects. 

HARLEY  K.  FOLSOM. 

Harley  E.  Folsom,  division  superintendent  on 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  and  superintendent 
of  the  St.  Johnsbury  &  Lake  Champlain  Railroad, 
is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Lyndonville,  Jan- 
uary 14.  1850.  lie  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools.  He 
entered  upon  his  active  career  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen,  when  he  obtained  employment  as  clerk 
in  a  store  in  his  native  town.  After  he  had 
passed  four  years  in  this  occupation  he  became 
a  clerk  in  the  general  freight  office  of  the  Pas- 
sumpsic  Railroad,  at  Lyndonville,  and  here  dis- 
played those  qualities  and  that  aptitude  for  rail- 
way affairs  which  brought  him  promotion,  and 
made  transportation  affairs  his  life  work.  When 
twenty-three  vears  of  age  he  was  appointed  gen- 
eral freight  agent  on  the  same  road,  and  he 
served  in  that  position  with  such  acceptability 
that  two  years  later,  at  the  aye  of  twenty-five,  he 
was  made  superintendent,  tie  subsequently  be- 
came president  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  &  Lake 
Champlain  Railroad  Company,  and  division  su- 
perintendent of  two  lines,  the  Passumpsic  Rail- 


road and  the  Connecticut  River  Railroad.  Mr. 
Folsom  holds  a  high  place  in  railroad  circles, 
recognized  as  master  in  transportation  affairs, 
and  to  him  is  awarded  high  credit  for  promoting 
railway  facilities  throughout  the  region  in  which 
operate  the  lines  with  which  he  is  connected. 

Mr.  Folsom,  aside  from  his  official  duties,  has 
accomplished  much  toward  advancing  the  inter- 
ests of  that  portion  of  Vermont  in  which  his 
activities  have  been  exerted.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Louisa,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  Charles  M.  Darling,  of  Lyndonville  (who 
is  written  of  on  another  page  of  this  work). 
She  was  educated  at  Lyndon  Institute,  St.  Johns- 
bury Academy,  and  I-asell  Seminary,  Auburn- 
dale,  Massachusetts.  Of  this  marriage  was  born 
a  son.  Charles  D.  Folsom,  deceased,  and  a  daugh- 
ter. Flavia  G.  Folsom. 

CHARLES  HENRY  WILLARD. 

Charles  Henry  Willard,  whose  hotel  experi- 
ences have  embraced  connection  with  a  number 
of  the  most  notable  season  hotels  of  the  United 
States,  has  for  the  last  year  (1902-03)  conducted 
with  signal  success  the  Hotel  Putnam,  Benning- 
ton, Vermont.  He  was  born  in  Pawlet.  Ver- 
mont, October  II,  1855.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Barton  and  Almcda  (Wcthcrill)  Willard,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Vermont.  The  grand- 
father of  Barton  Willard  was  the  first  white  man 
to  locate  in  what  is  now  the  site  of  the  town  of 
Danby,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors.  Mrs.  Almeda  (Wetherill)  Willard 
was  a  granddaughter  of  the  Samuel  Purdv  who 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  town  of  Manchester.  The  first  of 
the  WiHards  to  locate  in  Rutland  county  was 
Jonathan  Willard.who  brought  his  family  through 
the  wilderness  from  Sheffield,  Connecticut,  where 
the  founder  of  the  American  family  of  Willards 
had  located  from  Sheffield.  England,  in  the  latter 
]*art  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  it  was  through 
this  settler  that  the  Connecticut  town  obtained  the 
name  <  »f  Sheffield.  This  Jonathan  Willard  was  die 
man  commissioned  to  settle  the  lxwndarv  dis- 
putes between  New  York  and  New  Hampshire, 
as  applying  to  the  towns  of  Danby  and  Pawlet. 
and  so  successful  were  his  negotiations  that 
neither  of  these  places  were  disturbed  through 
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the  bitter  contests  waged  for  territorial  possession 
by  the  contesting  claimants.  Moving  from  Dan- 
by  to  Pawlet,  Jonathan  Willard  became  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  the  latter  place,  ami 
at  one  time  held  title  to  three-fourths  of  the  en- 
tire township.  From  this  he  cleared  and  culti- 
vated a  farming  property.  He  was  otherwise 
prominently  identified  with  the  affairs  generally 
of  his  community,  and  contributed  in  many  ways 
to  its  substantial  development.  His  son,  Jona- 
than, was  born  in  Pawlet,  December  25,  1770, 
was  a  currier  and  tanner  by  trade,  and,  as  was 
the  almost  invariable  rule  in  that  early  day  with 
men  of  his  calling,  was  a  maker  of  boots  and 
shoes.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  in  1850.  He  married  Deborah 
Haskins,  whose  parents  were  Connecticut  people. 

Burton  Willard  was  the  youngest  son  of  this 
marriage.  He  was  born  in  Pawlet,  January  4, 
1 8 12,  became  a  farmer,  and  carried  on  that  voca- 
tion first  in  Pawlet  and  subsequently  in  Man- 
chester, Vermont,  where  he  died  July  1,  1879. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Abby 
J.,  daughter  of  Amos  Wilcox,  a  farmer  of  Paw- 
let. She  died,  leaving  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
of  whom  one  son  survives,  Mark  L.  Willard,  of 
I.uzerne,  New  York.  The  deceased  son,  Amos 
W.  Willard,  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war, 
in  Company  C,  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  died  from  the  effect  of  wounds 
received  at  the  battle  of  White  Oaks,  Virginia. 
By  the  second  wife  there  were  six  children,  of 
whom  four  survive,  viz. :  Burt  Willard,  Charles 
H.  Willard,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Baldwin  and  Mrs. 
Charles  E.  Meacham,  all  of  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont. Burton  Willard  was  a  life-long,  devoted 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  was 
active  in  upholding  his  party's  interests,  but 
never  held  or  aspired  to  hold  olfice. 

Charles  H.  Willard  received  his  education  in 
the  public  school*  of  his  native  place,  and  was 
thereafter  variously  employed  in  different  locali- 
ties up  lo  the  attainment  of  his  majority.  At  this 
period  he  was  in  charge  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  commissary  of  the  Denver,  South 
Park  &  Pacific  Railroad  Construction  Company. 
He  was  thus  employed  for  five  years,  and  in 
this  capacity  acquired  much  of  the  knowledge 
which  equipped  him  for  his  subsequent  career 


in  hotel-keeping.  In  1885  he  was  located  at 
Manchester  with  Franklin  H.  Orvis,  the  founder, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease  owner  of  that 
famous  Green  Mountain  summer  hotel,  "The 
Equinox."  Mr.  Willard  served  as  assistant  stew- 
ard of  "The  Equinox"  through  the  summers  of 
five  years,  and  during  the  winters  of  these  years 
in  a  similar  capacity  with  Mr.  Orris'  hotel  prop- 
erty, "The  Putnam,"  at  Palatka,  Florida.  Fol- 
lowing this  employment  he  was  engaged  suc- 
cessfully as  steward  of  the  Tampa  Bay  Hotel 
(Florida),  Hygcia  and  Chamberlain  (Old  Point 
Comfort),  and  other  large  season  houses  up  to 
1902,  when  he  became  associated  in  a  managerial 
capacity  with  "The  Putnam,''  Bennington. 

Mr.  Willard  married,  November  r,  1874, 
Marion,  daughter  of  Darius  I-abdell,  of  Middle- 
town  Springs,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Willard  died  two 
years  later,  leaving  one  son,  Burt  W.,  who  is 
now  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  Mr. 
Willard's  second  marriage,  in  March,  1897,  was 
to  Mrs.  Vina  M.  (Durgan)  Irish,  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  who  has  a  daughter,  Bessie, 
by  heF  first  marriage.  Mr.  Willard  is  a  member 
of  Adoniram  Lodge,  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
Bennington  Lodge,  No.  567,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

E.  K.  GOODALL. 

On  Thursday,  September  29,  1900,  there  died 
in  the  city  of  Brattleboro,  after  a  long  period  of 
confinement  to  his  well  known  home  on  the  Put- 
ney Road,  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  have 
the  privilege  to  present  above.  He  was  very 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community  of  which  he 
had  been  a  resident  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
He  was  born  in  Enfield,  Maine,  October  13,  1834, 
and  was  a  son  of  Solomon  Goodall.  His  mother'3 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Allen.  Solomon  Goodall 
was  a  native  of  Halifax,  Windham  county,  while 
his  wife  was  born  in  Westmoreland,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

The  family  moved  to  Littleton,  New  Hamp- 
shire, when  the  son  was  seven  years  of  age.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  then  sailed 
on  a  ship  lx>und  for  Australia,  and  for  the  follow- 
ing three  years  was  in  that  country,  and  in  China 
and  Japan.  On  his  return  to  America  he  settled 
in  Boston,  where  he  conducted  a  produce  business 
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in  the  old  Fancuil  Market  until  1876.  In  that 
year  he  bought  the  estate  on  the  Putney  Road, 
which  he  afterward  developed  and  improved, 
building  a  farni  house  in  \&?7  and  his  own  resi- 
dence in  1878.  He  retained  an  active  interest 
in  the  Boston  business  house  for  thirty  years  after 
coming  to  this  community.  The  style  of  the 
firm  was  E.  K.  Goodall  &  Company  in  its  earlier 
existence,  and  later  changed  to  Goodall,  Mitchell 
&  Dexter.  In  both  of  these  firms  Mr.  Goodall 
was  the  active  and  controlling  spirit.  He  was 
recognized  in  Boston  produce  circles  as  a  man 
of  great  energy,  broad  business  activity,  and  a 
leader  who  was  looked  up  to  and  relied  upon. 
During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Goodall  served  for 
nine  months  as  a  member  of  the  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts Battery.  The  rigorous  service,  how- 
ever, was  too  much  for  his  constitution,  and  he 
was  discharged  for  disability.  In  Brattleboro 
Mr.  Goodall  was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  public 
life  of  the  community,  being  actively  and  help- 
fully interested  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  city. 
He  was  a  man  who  had  a  keen  wit  at  his  com- 
mand, and  made  a  most  genial  and  pleasant  Com- 
panion. Some  six  years  previous  to  his  death 
he  suffered  a  severe  accident  by  fire,  and  this  was 
the  beginning  of  the  decline  which  grew  more 
marked  in  succeeding  years.  This  brought  on 
complications  of  an  epileptic  nature,  which  dis- 
ease was  hereditary  in  his  family,  and  which 
compelled  him  gradually  to  withdraw  from  actual 
communication  with  the  outside  world.  During 
all  this  time  he  had  the  ready  and  constant  help 
and  sympathy  of  his  neighbors  in  the  community 
on  the  Putney  Road.  Their  assistance  was  also 
faithfully  rendered  to  Mrs.  Goodall  in  her  de- 
voted personal  care  of  her  husband,  which  was 
maintained  to  the  very  last. 

The  Goodall  family  was  of  great  distinction 
in  the  early  history  of  this  country,  having  been 
granted  a  distinct  coat  of  arms  by  the  king  of 
England  in  i6'2.  This  coat  of  anus  represented 
a  silver  eagle  with  gold  claws  and  beak,  a  red 
shield,  a  cornucopia  and  a  chaplet  of  grass  and 
flowers,  the  chaplet  being  a  reward  of  military 
service.  The  first  name  of  which  we  have  au- 
thentic record  is  that  of  Robert  Goodall,  who  was 
born  in  1604,  and  whose  wife's  first  name  was 
Katherine.  She  was  born  in  1606.  They  left 
Ipswich,  England,  in  April,  1634,  with  their 


three  children,  Mary,  Abraham  and  Isaac.  Hkt: 
was  a  later  son  named  Zachariah,  born  in  Ameri- 
ca in  1639,  who  married  Elizabeth  Iitaucte 
This  couple  lived  in  Salem,  Massachusetts.  r>; 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children.  John  G*i- 
all,  the  next  in  line,  was  born  in  1679  in  Sale, 
and  married  Elizabeth  Witt  in  1703.  He  resifc: 
in  Marlboro,  and  died  in  that  town,  May  n. 
1752.  Nathan  Goodall,  his  son,  was  born  Jur* 
l5>  I7°9>  a"d  married  Persis  Whitney  m  17*. 
His  death  occurred  January  14,  1780.  A  bit  v 
family  tradition  concerning  the  burial  of  th:- 
member  of  the  family  is  that  the  depth  of  sow 
was  so  great  at  the  time  that  the  body  was  car- 
ried to  the  cemetery  on  a  hand-sled.  Rev.  Dav>: 
Goodall  was  the  next  in  line  of  succession.  H: 
was  a  man  of  distinguished  mould,  a  gradoir 
of  Dartmouth  College  in  1775,  participated  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  private  in  Captain 
Israel  Curtiss's  company  of  Home  Guards.  H* 
married  Elizabeth  Brigham,  December  17. irf. 
and  six  years  later  he  was  settled  as  a  minister :? 
Halifax,  Vermont,  where  he  resided  until  177'- 
The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Link- 
ton,  Xew  Hampshire,  where  his  death  ocean*: 
March  4,  1830.  He  was  the  father  of  Soktnr 
Goodall.  who  was  the  father  of  our  decease1 
subject. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  early  sptfa- 
of  the  family  name  changed  frequently,  assc- 
ing  the  following  forms  at  different  perils: 
Goodel,  Goodell,  Goodall.  Goodeal.  Goodak.  TK- 
following  constitutes  the  family  record  frctr.  -K 
old  family  Bible  of  the  Rev.  David  Goodtf  i- 
to  the  birth  of  his  children:  Elizabeth. 
uary  7,   1 78 1,  deceased   November  25.  J*? 
David,  January  7,  1783,  drowned  May  12.  iSt- 
Persis,  November  1,  1784;  Solomon  Augusts 
1786;  Ira,  August  1,  1788. 

FARRAR  FAMILY. 

The  Farrar  family  of  Vermont  traces  it-  v- 
cestry  to  two  brothers,  Jacob  and  Juhn.  who  ^ 
cording  to  the  "Early  Records  of  I^nastr 
H.  S.  Nourse)  came  from  Lancashire,  Eogitf' 
were  at  Woburn,  Massachusetts,  and  were  arret: 
the  subscribers  to  the  Lancaster  ( Massaehuser- 
"Town  Orders"  in  1653.  The  estate  of  K 
Farrar  (1)  was  assessed  in  1654  at  itc/  'i: 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


to  which  was  added,  when  his  wife  came.  £163  ~s. 
His  wife  Ann  and  his  children,  Jacob  (2),  John, 
Henry  and  Mary,  came  in  1658.  After  the  de- 
struction of  Lancaster,  Jacob  Farrar  removed  to 
Woburn,  where  he  died,  August  14,  1657,  and 
his  widow  married  John  Sears. 

Jacob  (2),  son  of  Jacob  (1),  was  employed 
in  laying  out  the  town  bounds  of  Lancaster, 
1658-9.  He  married  Hannah  Hayward,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1668.  He  was  killed  by  the  Indians, 
August  22,  1675 ;  and  his  widow  married,  first, 
Adam  Halloway,  and,  second,  Jonathan  For- 
bush. 

Jacob  (3),  eldest  son  of  Jacob  (2),  was  born 
at  Lancaster,  April  29,  16O9.  He  was  a  comet 
of  cavalry  militia,  and  his  troop  was  engaged  in 
scouting  and  fighting  Indians  at  intervals  from 
1694  to  17 12.  He  occupied  several  offices — con- 
stable, 1 71 2;  surveyor  of  highways,  1696;  tithing 
man,  1714-19.  He  married,  December  26,  1692. 
Susanna  Redditt,  at  Concord,  where  he  lived, 
and  where  the  births  of  his  eleven  children  are 
recorded,  and  where  he  died  April  29,  1722,  his 
gravestone  stdl  standing.  His  widow  died  March 
^5.  1/37-8. 

Jonathan  (4),  second  son  of  Jacob  (3),  was 
born  September  21,  1698.  The  annalist  says: 
"He  seems  to  have  been  a  quiet  kind  of  citizen, 
for  the  only  trace  he  has  left  upon  our  town 
records,  aside  from  the  records  of  the  births  of 
his  children,  are  that  (in  1 73 1 )  he  was  paid  a 
bounty  fur  killing  wildcats;  in  1751,  and  for  two 
or  three  years  afterwards,  he  was  paid  by  the 
town  for  supporting  his  mother-in-law,  the  widow 
Mary  Rigbv,  and  that  he  was  chosen  hog-reeve 
in  1725  and  again  in  1753.  From  the  fact  that 
it  was  even  then  the  custom  to  choose  to  that 
office  every  year  the  men  who  had  married  dur- 
ing the  previous  year,  it  is  perhaps  to  be  inferred 
that  his  wife  (Rebecca,  whom  he  married  in 
1724)  died  somewhere  between  1744  and  1752, 
and  that  in  the  latter  year  he  married  the  second 
time."  He  died  October  10,  1783.  and  his  grave- 
stone is  still  standing.  He  had  five  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Jonathan  (5),  third  son  of  Jonathan  (4), 
was  born  in  Concord,  July  27,  1 73 1.  He  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  regular  militia,  1760:  and  at 
Concord,  April  19.  1775,  he  fought  at  the  north 
bridge  in  Captain  Charles  Miles'  company  of 


minute-men.  He  married  Hannah  Fletcher,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1760,  and  the  births  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  recorded  at  Concord.  The 
family  subsequently  removed  to  Rupert,  Ver- 
mont, and  were  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of 
that  region. 

Samuel  (6),  eldest  son  and  third  child  of 
Jonathan  (5),  was  born  December  2.  1765,  and 
died  March  31,  1856,  aged  ninety  years,  three 
months  and  twenty-nine  days.  He  married 
Rhoda  King,  February  11,  1806,  and  she  died 
October  18,  1844.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children:  1.  Charles,  born  November  8, 
1806,  died  by  drowning,  May  9,  1808.  2.  John, 
born  December  6,  1807,  married  Betsey  Barden, 
and  resided  on  the  homestead  on  Rupert  Moun- 
tain until  his  death;  his  children  were  Martin, 
Mary  E.,  Merritt,  Caroline,  Samuel  and  John  15., 
all  of  whom  married,  and  Merritt  and  John  still 
live  on  the  paternal  estate.  3.  Almaria,  born 
October  5,  1809.  died  in  >oung  womanhood.  4. 
Kunice  (deceased),  born  June  19,  181 1,  mar- 
ried Joseph  B.  Harwood,  and  resided  on  a  large 
farm  on  Rupert  Mountain,  where  Mr.  Harwood 
was  a  successful  breeder  of  full  blood  Merino 
sheep ;  their  children  were  Charles,  I^ouis,  J.  M., 
Delia,  John,  Julia  and  Seymour.  5.  Rhoda  (de- 
ceased), born  January  22,  1813,  married  Alex- 
ander Atcherson,  and  they  resided  at  Westmin- 
ster, Vermont;  their  children  were  Lucian, 
Byron  and  Delia.  6.  Marcia  (deceased),  born 
May  28,  1815,  married  Joel  H.  Sheldon,  and  re- 
sided at  Fawlet,  Vermont;  their  children  were 
Anna,  Helen,  Julia  and  George.  7.  Harriet 
(deceased),  born  March  26,  1817,  married  John 
W.  Bailey,  and  resided  in  Rupert,  Vermont :  their 
children  were  Cornelia  and  Wayne.  8.  Samuel 
Jackson  (still  living),  born  April  5,  1821,  mar- 
ried Harriet  Johnson,  and  they  moved  in  after 
years  to  Cambridge,  New  York.  9.  Ruhamah 
(deceased),  born  April  27,  1823,  married  Oliver, 
brother  of  Joseph  B.  Harwood,  and  settled  on  a 
large  farm  in  Dorset,  Vermont ;  their  children 
were  Vesta  and  H.  G.  10.  David  is  to  be  fur- 
ther referred  to  hereinafter,  ri.  Lyman  (yet 
living),  born  February  12,  1828,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  or  two  years,  has  resided  at 
Rupert,  Vermont :  he  married  Lemira  Clark,  and 
Laura  was  their  only  child. 

David  Farrar,  tenth  child  of  Samuel  (6) 
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t=.z  Si-.cda  (King)  Farrar,  was  born  at  Rupert, 
-r-r.t.  February  9,  1825.  He  was  reared 
— <:n  the  paternal  farm,  and  received  his  educa- 
-  n  -;n  the  district  schools.  He  learned  car- 
rKTLtrv  and  joinery,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in 
■uzy-.im  Vermont,  eastern  New  York  and  in 
Ovdand,  Ohio,  and  in  that  state,  at  Pcrrys- 
•rrrg.  also  taught  school  for  a  time.  November 
15.  1854,  he  married  Esther  M.  Smith,  bom 
March  19,  1833,  a  daugbter  of  Major  Sylvester 
S.  Smith,  of  Rupert,  Vermont.  In  tlie  year  fol- 
lowing his  marriage,  Mr.  Farrar  located  upon  a 
farm  which  he  had  purchased,  situated  partly  in 
Pawlet,  Vermont,  and  partly  in  Granville.  New 
York,  and  known  as  the  Thomas  Crocker  place. 
Upon  this  he  lived  as  an  industrious  and  intelli- 
gent farmer  during  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
making  his  acres  increasingly  productive,  and 
adding  a  handsome  new  residence  and  substan- 
tial outbuildings.  He  never  sought  public  posi- 
tion, yet  from  time  to  time  held  several  minor 
offices  in  his  township.  He  was  not  a  member 
of  any  fraternal  organization.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  was  a  Univcrsalist,  but  not  affiliated  with 
the  church.  He  was  baptized  in  infancy  in  the 
Congregational  church,  in  Rupert,  Vermont,  his 
father  at  the  time  being  one  of  its  deacons.  He 
was  known  and  called  "the  honest  David  Farrar" 
throughout  his  lifetime. 

Mrs.  Farrar  lived  a  true  home  life,  and  she 
1901.  His  widow  remained  on  the  homestead, 
but  survived  him  less  than  a  year,  passing  away 
March  3,  1902,  victim  to  the  same  disease  which 
caused  the  death  of  her  husband.  She  was  one 
of  nine  children,  and  the  first  to  die ;  the  youngest 
of  her  family  is  now  living,  and  was  past  sixty 
when  the  mother  died. 

Mrs.  Farrah  lived  a  true  home  life,  and  she 
was  never  connected  with  any  club  or  organiza- 
tion. She  was  a  thrifty,  industrious  woman,  and 
made  the  dairy  cheese  at  home  for  nineteen  years 
after  her  marriage.  She  was  a  Universalist  in 
belief  but  was  not  connected  with  the  church. 
She  had  a  kind  and  benevolent  disposition,  and 
was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Her  chief 
pride  consisted  in  the  proper  training  of  her 
children.  A  handsome  monument  marks  the 
rest  ins:  place  of  herself  and  husband,  both  of 
whom  lived  well  spent  lives. 

David  and  Esther  Farrar  wore  the  parents  of 


six  children;  Albert,  born  October  16. 
died  February  28.  1859;  a  son  unnamed,  bom 
October  15.  1859,  died  December  22.  same  year; 
and  the  following  who  are  living:    Jason  \\\. 
Samuel  Fred,  Charles  H.  and  Stella. 

Jason  W.  Farrar  (8).  third  son  and  child 
of  David  (7)  and  Ksther  (Smith)  Farrar,  was 
born  November  15,  1S60.  at  Paw  let.  Vermont. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  scIkxx* 
in  Granville,  New  York.  His  life  was  one  of 
industrious  labor  from  the  outset.  Reared  upon 
a  farm,  he  continued  in  that  occupation  until  he 
was  twenty-four  years,  and  in  September.  18S4. 
went  west,  locating  at  Wells,  Minnesota,  and 
taking  railroad  employment  ss  a  locomotive  fire- 
man on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road. He  was  so  engaged  until  June,  1886.  whert 
he  returned  to  Granville,  New  York,  and  in  Oc- 
tober following  he  went  on  an  engine  on  the 
Troy  &  Boston  Railroad.  After  that  road  had 
become  a  part  of  the  Fitchburg  system,  he  went 
to  Whitehall,  and  became  a  fireman  on  the  Dela- 
ware &  Hudson  Railroad.  In  March,  rSoA  he 
relinquished  railroading,  and  returned  to  Gran- 
ville, where  he  resumed  farm  work.  In  April. 
1897.  he  engaged  as  stationary  engineer  with 
the  Brandon  Paint  Company,  at  Whitehall.  New 
York,  remaining  until  the  closing  of  the  works, 
when  he  took  similar  employment  with  the  kan« 
Falls  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  at  the- 
same  place.  He  subsequently  left  this  r»>sttion 
to  take  a  canvassing  agency  for  the  Granite 
State  Evaporator  Company.  November  i.  1*^00. 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Granville,  New  York, 
near  the  hamlet  of  Truth viile,  and  has  resided; 
upon  the  place  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Farrar  is  a  member  of  numerous  benev- 
olent and  fraternal  organizations.  While  in  rail- 
way service  he  became  a  member  of  Saratoga 
Lodge  No.  209.  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Fire- 
men, passed  the  chairs  in  the  order,  and  was  dele- 
gate to  the  grand  lodge  at  the  session  of  Sep- 
tember, 1892,  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  ils-> 
united  with  the  following  other  societies,  a'! 
located  at  Whitehall,  New  York:  Whitcha'.I 
Lodge  No.  5.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Whitehall  Encampment 
No.  69,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Kahshahquahna  Tribe  N>. 
157.  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  Tancred 
Lodge  No.  303,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  ha*  held 
various  offices  in  each  of  the  bodies  named,  nassed 
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the  chairs  in  the  lodge  of  Red  Men.  and  repre- 
sented his  tribe  in  the  great  council  of  the  state, 
held  in  Rochester,  New  York,  in  August,  1895. 

Mr.  Farrar  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eva 
E.  (Ballard)  Kenyon,  August  22,  1897,  and  of 
this  marriage  were  born  two  children :  Addie 
E.,  born  at  Whitehall,  New  York,  August  12, 
1898,  who  died  of  malnutrition,  March  12,  1899; 
and  Florence  E.,  born  in  Granville,  New  York, 
July  8.  1900.  Mrs.  Farrar  was  born  in  Poult- 
ney,  Vermont,  August  19,  1868,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  L.  Ballard.  She  was  married  June  2, 
1883,  to  Gilbert  Kenyon,  of  Rupert,  Vermont, 
and  of  this  marriage  were  born  two  children, 
Grace  and  Irving.  She  was  granted  a  bill  of 
absolute  divorce,  November  24,  1893. 

Samuel  Fred  Farrar  (8),  fourth  son  and 
child  of  David  (7)  and  Esther  (Smith)  Farrar, 
was  born  on  the  family  homestead  in  Pawlet, 
Vermont,  near  Gianville,  New  York,  November 
28.  1862.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  with  the  exception  of  one  term 
in  the  Quaker  school  taught  by  Miss  Laura  War- 
ner. He  labored  upon  the  home  place  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  entered  the 
Troy  (New  York)  Business  College,  under  the 
principalship  of  Thoma9  H.  Shields.  He  had 
arranged  for  a  four  months'  course,  but  at  the 
expiration  of  three  months  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion with  Fellows  &  Company,  collar  and  cuff 
manufacturers  on  Fulton  street,  and  he  finished 
his  course  at  the  night  sessions  of  the  school. 
He  occupied  his  position  with  the  firm  named 
until  June,  1887,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to 
accept  a  position  in  the  National  Bank  of  Gran- 
ville, at  Granville,  New  York,  preparatory  to 
becoming  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Braymer,  at 
Braymcr,  Missouri.  This  change  in  his  career 
had  close  relation  to  his  marriage.  February 
24,  1887,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  May  Woodard, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Woodard,  who  was  president 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Granville,  New  York. 
Mr.  Woodard  had  conceived  the  organization  of 
a  bank  at  Braymcr,  Missouri,  but  did  not  live 
to  see  the  consummation  of  his  plans,  his  death 
occurring  June  13,  1887,  but  a  few  months  after 
Mr.  Farrar  had  become  his  son-in-law.  How- 
ever, D.  D.  Woodard,  son  of  Mr.  Woodard,  and 
then  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of  Granville, 
carried  forward  to  success  the  plans  of  his  father 


and  saw  to  the  firm  establishment  of  the  bank  at 
Braymer,  meantime  retaining  his  interests  in 
Granville,  where  he  is  now  president  of  the  Gran- 
ville National  Bank,  successor  to  the  National 
Bank  of  Granville,  the  charter  of  which  had  ex- 
pired. February  14,  188S,  a  few  days  less  than 
a  year  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrar 
arrived  at  Braymcr,  Missouri,  where  Mr.  Farrar 
immediately  entered  ujkmi  his  duties  as  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Braymer,  a  position  which  he  has 
occupied  with  entire  ability  and  signal  success 
to  the  present  time. 

In  childhood  and  early  manhood  Mr.  Farrar 
attended  the  Baptist  church  at  Granville,  New 
York,  and  became  librarian  of  its  Sunday-school. 
While  in  Troy,  New  York,  he  attended  the  First 
Baptist  church,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
"Garfield"  class  of  young  men  in  its  Sunday- 
school,  with  William  Shaw,  a  lawyer  of  that 
city,  as  teacher,  and  in  January,  1887,  he  united 
with  the  church.  Ujkmi  their  arrival  at  Braymer, 
Missouri,  he  and  his  wife  deposited  their  letters 
from  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Troy  and  the 
L.akeville  (New  York)  Baptist  church,  respect- 
ively, with  the  Braymer  Baptist  church.  Mr. 
Farrar  was  at  once  elected  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  has  held  the  position  con- 
tinuously to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception 
of  about  six  months,  when  he  resigned  to  give 
place  to  another,  and  was  subsequently  re-elcctcti 
by  the  church,  and  holds  the  position  to-day.  Re- 
garding his  religious  life,  it  is  to  be  said  that  he 
attributes  all  the  success  which  has  crowned  his 
life,  in  domestic,  social  and  business  concerns, 
to  his  faith  in  the  one  living  and  true  God. 

Mr.  Farrar  has  attained  to  high  rank  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  fol- 
lowing bodies:  Braymcr  Lodge  No.  135,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Braymer,  Missouri ;  Lone  Star  Chap- 
ter No.  30,  R.  A.  M. ;  Chillicothe  Council  No.  28, 
R.  &  S.  M.,  and  Paschal  Commandery  No.  32, 
K.  T.,  all  of  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  and  Ararat 
Temple.  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Kansas  City: 
and  he  has  been  invited  to  unite  with  the  bodies 
of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  sitting 
in  the  Valley  of  Kansas  City,  Orient  of  Missouri. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Caldwell  Lodge  No.  410, 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrar:    D.  Irving, 
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born  April  24.  1890;  Lynn  Woodard.  born  April 

9,  1892;  Mariam  Esther,  born  July  4,  1897;  S. 
F.  Jr.,  born  Xoveml>er  13,  1899.  Mrs.  Mariam 
Farrar  (usually  called  May)  was  liorn  at  Salem, 
New  York,  May  10,  1863,  and  when  her  parents 
left  the  farm  and  removed  to  Granville,  she  and 
her  younger  sister,  Lucina.  went  with  them, 
and  were  educated  in  the  district  and  Quaker 
school  taught  by  Miss  Laura  Warner.  After  the 
death  of  her  father  (previously  mentioned)  her 
widowed  mother,  Mrs.  Woodard,  resided  with 
her  younger  (laughter,  Lucina  (now  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Everts),  until  her  death,  October  20,  1902. 

Charles  H.  Farrar  (S).  youngest  son  of  David 
and  Ksther  (Smith)  Farrar,  was  Ixrni  at  Pawlet, 
Vermont.  December  5,  1865.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  village  and 
of  Granville,  Xew  York.  He  was  roared  on  the 
paternal  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  a  time  on 
his  own  account.  He  was  subsequently  engaged 
for  a  year  on  a  farm  at  Rupert.  Vermont,  and 
for  another  year  as  laborer  for*  the  village  cor- 
poration of  Granville,  Xew  York.  In  1891  he 
resumed  farming  on  the  family  homestead,  but 
the  following  year  went  to  South  Dakota,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  similar  labor.  In  1893  he  re- 
turned to  Granville  and  again  worked  the  pa- 
ternal farm.  He  cultivated  a  farm  in  Pawlet. 
Vermont,  for  one  year,  and  another  at  Midle- 
town  Springs,  in  the  same  state,  for  six  years. 
In  1902  he  finally  returned  to  the  paternal  home- 
stead where  he  was  born,  purchased  the  interests 
of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  since  made  his  home 
thereupon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  fraternity 
of  Odd  Fellows,  affiliated  with  the  lodge  at 
West  Pawlet.  Vermont. 

Mr.  Farrar  was  married  January  s,  1887, 
to  Miss  Frances  J.  Robinson,  daughter  of  Chaun- 
ccy  H.  Robinson,  of  Granville,  Xew  York,  and 
of  that  marriage  was  born  a  son.  Frank  H..  at 
Rupert.  Vermont  October  18.  1888.  She  de- 
clined to  go  to  the  farm  in  Pawlet.  Vermont, 
with  him.  and  Mr.  Farrar  subsequently  ob- 
tained a  legal  separation.    He  married,  January 

10,  1894.  Miss  Katie  Durkin.  daughter  of  John 
Durkin,  of  Middletown  Springs.  Vermont. 

Stella  Farrar.  youngest  child  and  only  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Esther  (Smith)  Farrar.  was 
born  at  Pawlet.  Vermont,  May  22.  1874.  She 
received  her  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
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her  native  village  and  Granville,  Xew  York,  as: 
during  their  lives  reside* i  with  her  parents  r 
the  family  homestead.  She  was  united  in  ma- 
nage with  Frank  Kibling,  of  Granville,  Fekitr. 
5,  1899.  A  son,  Glenn  F.  Kibling,  was  borr  :' 
this  union,  March  7,  19x30.  The  family  now  re- 
sides at  Granville,  Xew  York,  where  .Mr  Kil- 
ling, a  capable  gardener,  cultivates  a  small  b; 
highly  improved  farm  situated  near  his  ori^ni 
place. 

FRANK  A.  SHERP.URXE. 

Frank  A.  Sherburne,  of  Montpelier, 
was  born  in  Corinth.  Vermont.  Januan  11,  i8;s. 
a  son  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Sherburne.  Din*: 
Sherburne,  great-grandfather  of  Frank  A.  >br'- 
burne.  was  bom  in  Portsmouth.  Xew  Hair- 
shire,  in  1740,  and  was  united  in  marriage  w 
Miss  Polly  Lear,  who  was  born  in  1756.  Tht 
following  named  children  were  born  to  then:: 
Daniel,  Xathall,  David,  John,  Margaret.  Ktrj 
and  Polly.  The  father  of  these  children  died  c 
Goshen,  Xew  Hampshire. 

Daniel,  eldest  son  of  the  above  named  narenb, 
and  grandfather  of  Frank  A.  Sherburne.  »ii 
born  in  Goshen,  Xew  Hampshire.  Febnian  jS. 
1778.  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  he 
acquired  his  education  in  the  common  sen**-'.?. 
In  1801  he  removed  to  Orange,  Vermont,  where 
he  cleared  and  cultivated  a  farm  out  of  a  dcr* 
wilderness,  on  which  he  resided  for  the  remaincer 
of  his  days.    He  was  a  very  quiet,  unassuirTi? 
man,  and  won  the  respect  of  the  member*  »t  the 
community,  and  they  elected  him  to  serve  in  thr 
various  local  offices  of  the  town.    He  al*}  actr- 
as  steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  chnrdi  u 
many  years.    Mr.  Sherburne  was  married  alx* 
1803  to  Miss  Wealthy  Kinney,  born  Apnl  i> 
1 786,  in  Bethel,  Vermont,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev- 
Jonathan  Kinney,  of  Plainfield.  Vermont.  Tea 
children  were  boni  of  this  union,  namely:  l.viu. 
born  October  3,  1804  ;  Joel,  born  November  \ 
1805  ;  Jonathan,  born  September  17.  1808;  Lwn 
born  February  11.  181 1 ;  David  K..  born  O&te 
30,  1 81 2;  George,  born  February  7.  1S15:  Abi- 
gail, tern  May  7,  1817:  Lucy  A.,  born  September 
8.  1819;  Joseph  A.,  born  Xoveinber  21,  ifci: 
and  George  N.,  born  July  26.  1825. 

Joseph  A.  Sherburne,  father  of  Frank  A 
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Sherburne,  was  born  in  Orange,  Vermont,  No- 
vember 22,  1821.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  later  took 
a  course  in  the  theological  department  of  the 
Newbury  Seminary.  Having  chosen  the  min- 
istry for  his  life  work,  he  commenced  preaching 
in  1846  in  Brattlcboro,  Vermont,  and  in  1847  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Vermont  conference, 
ami  has  preached  the  gospel  in  the  following 
places:  Brattlcboro,  one  year;  Woodshoro,  two 
year;  Perkinsville.  two  years.  Cambridge,  two 
years;  Wellington,  two  years;  Putney,  one  year; 
Corinth,  two  years;  Pittsfield.  two  years;  Roches- 
ter, two  years;  N'orthficld.  two  years;  Chel- 
sea, two  years ;  Wellington,  two  years ;  and 
Barre.  He  was  appointed  presiding  elder  at 
Montpelier.  where  he  remained  for  four  years; 
he  then  went  to  Waitslield  for  two  years; 
Waterbury.  three  years;  Groton.  three  years. 
He.  then  settled  in  Barre,  and  had  charge 
of  the  churches  at  West  Topham.  Ivast  Orange 
and  Waits  River;  he  was  again  transferred 
to  Chelsea,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Dur- 
ing his  long  pastorate  of  fifty-four  years  he 
has  never  missed  the  first  roll  call  at  conference. 
Mr.  Sherburne  chose  for  his  first  wife  Miss 
Marinda  Borrows,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Har- 
riet Borrows,  of  Windsor,  Vermont,  to  whom  he 
was  married  June  8,  1848.  Five  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely :  Ida  Josephine,  born  Aug- 
ust 27,  1850;  Leslie  O..  born  May  30.  1853,  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  church  of 
Knoshurg  Falls,  and  has  officiated  as  presiding 
cider  of  St.  Albans  district;  Herman,  born  July 
12,  1855,  an  osteopath  physician  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
November  20,  1884.  On  August  20.  1885.  Mr. 
Sherburne  married  Mrs.  Hattie  K.  Dickey,  mv 
Chandler,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sally  Chandler, 
of  Barre,  Vermont.  Mr.  Sherburne  has  been 
honored  by  being  elected  to  till  the  position  of 
trustee  of  the  Montpelier  Seminary,  which  posi- 
ton  he  has  retained  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  for  the  last  twelve  years  he  has  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  president  of  the  board.  He  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  general  conference  in  1872.  and 
is  now  senior  director  of  the  Vermont  Bible 
Society,  trustee  of  the  conference  committee  of 
the  Preachers'  Aid  Society,  and  president  of  the 
board.    He  is  a  firm  advocate  of  the  cause  of 
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prohibition,  and  his  vote  is  cast  with  that  party. 

Frank  A.  Sherburne,  the  third  son  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  ami  Miranda  Sherburne,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Montpelier  Seminary.  ]n  1876  he 
entered  into  active  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the 
firm  of  Putnam  &  Marvin,  grocery  and  crockery 
dealers,  and  he  remained  with  them  until  1888, 
when  Mr.  Putnam  retired,  and  Mr.  Sherburne 
purchased  his  interest ;  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Marvin  &  Sherburne.  They  con- 
ducted their  business  in  such  a  manner  that  their 
trade  constantly  increased,  and  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Marvin  Mr.  Sherburne,  on  May  18,  1901, 
purchased  his  share,  and  he  now  carries  on  the 
business  alone.  He  still  retains  the  firm  name  of 
Marvin  &  Sherburne. 

Republican  in  his  political  preferences,  he 
has  been  elected  by  that  party  to  serve  as  trustee 
of  the  village  of  Montpelier.  He  has  also  been 
a  trustee  of  the  Heaton  Hospital  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  encampment,  and  the  Rebekahs,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Apollo  Club, 

Mr.  Sherburne  was  married  June  4,  1884,  to 
Miss  Josephine  Gill,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joshua 
Gill,  of  Brookline.  Massachusetts.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union,  namely :  Alice, 
Eunice  and  Edward  Sherburne. 

ARTHUR  W.  GIEMOKE. 

Among  the  representative  business  men  of 
St.  Albans,  Vermont,  may  be  mentioned  the  name 
of  Arthur  W.  Gilmore.  who  was  born  in  that 
city.  October  15.  1867.  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Gilmore  S:  Son.  who  conduct  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  select  iivery  and  boarding 
stables  in  the  citv  of  St.  Albans. 

James  Gilmore.  grandfather  of  Arthur  W. 
Gilmore.  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored Irish  ancestry.  After  acquiring  a  practical 
education  he  learned  the  trades  of  blacksmith 
and  scythe-maker  at  Millbury,  Massachusetts,  a 
town  situated  near  Worcester.  He  then  located 
in  Cambridge,  Vermont,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  a  short  period  of  time,  later  removing 
to  St.  Albans,  and  then  to  Georgia,  Vermont, 
where  he  pursued  the  trade  of  general  blacksmith 
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for  a  number  of  years,  and  by  his  well  directed 
and  energetic  efforts  succeeded  in  accumulating 
sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  retire  from 
business  life,  which  he  accordingly  did,  taking 
up  his  residence  again  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  He 
Ml  united  in  marriage  to  Betsy  Collins,  who 
wa>;  born  in  Craftsbury,  Vermont,  where  her 
father  preached  for  many  years,  being  the  first 
Congregational  minister  to  settle  in  that  town; 
uV  h>v.  Mr.  Collins  was  the  father  of  several 
children,  among  them  being  two  physicians,  Rob- 
ert, who  practices  his  profession  in  Brunswick. 
Vermont,  and  Samuel,  a  general  practitioner  of 
Danville,  Vermont.  Five  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  dilmore,  two  of  whom  are  living 
at  the  present  lime  09t,3).  namely:  Miranda. 
wif<-  of  Hiram  Cushman.  a  life-long  resident  of 
Georgia,  Vermont  ;  and  Dennis  Gilmore.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years,  his  wife  passing  away  in  her  sixty- 
eighth  year.  They  wore  both  members  of  the 
Congregational  church. 

Dennis  Gilmore,  father  of  Arthur  \\  Gil- 
more,  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Vermont.  October 
18,  1823,  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in 
Georgia,  Vermont,  where  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  He 
followed  this  line  of  business  until  1S64,  when 
he  removed  to  St.  Albans  and  established  livery, 
feed  and  sale  stables,  which  he  has  success- 
fully conducted  up  to  the  present  time.  His 
reputation  is  unassailable  in  all  business  nut- 
ters, and  the  prosperity  that  has  come  to  him 
is  certainly  well  deserved.  Although  eighty  years 
of  age  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  in  his 
actions  and  feelings  is  more  like  a  man  of  fifty 
years.  On  January  5.  1853,  Mr.  Gilmore  mar- 
ried Nancy  A.  Fairbanks,  who  was  born  in 
Georgia,  Vermont.  Six  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  three  of  whom  arc  still  living,  namely : 
Maria,  wife  of  B.  F.  Bradford,  of  Boston.  Massa- 
ch-:^":  and  thev  have  one  child.  Alice  G.  Brad- 
for!  C  !  rxl  Charles  G.,  a  resident  of  Swanton. 
Ven:  -  :  .  an  i  Arthur  \V..  of  St.  Albans.  Ver- 
m-:r.:.  Mrs.  Gilmore  is  a  descendant  of  Jona- 
than Ffavcrhanke.  who  came  to  this  country  in 
163.1.  from  Sowerhy.  near  Halifax,  on  the  west 
border  of  Yorkshire,  and  Richard  Ffayerbanke. 
who  was  the  inn-keqxr  and  first  post-naster  of 


Boston.  Jonathan,  the  ancestor,  so  far  as  known, 
of  all  the  American  families,  built  in  1636  a 
house  in  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  which  with  the 
additions  made  later  is  still  standing.  G«orge, 
the  second  son  of  Jonathan,  came  with  his  father 
from  England,  resided  in  Dedham,  and  in  1657 
removed  to  Sherborn,  where  he  was  a  leading 
citizen  «-md  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  selectman. 
His  fourth  child,  Eliezur,  was  born  in  1655,  and 
became  a  prominent  man  in  Sherborn.  His 
youngest  child,  "Captain"  Eleasur,  was  born  in 
1690,  and  his  eleventh  child,  bom  in  1734,  was 
known  in  Sherborn  history  as  "Deacon"  Ebe- 
nezer;  he  located  in  Brimfield,  Massachusetts,  in 
1783.  His  second  son,  Joseph,  bom  in  Sherborn 
in  1763.  moved  with  his  father  to  Brimfield, 
where  he  purchased  a  small  farm,  and  in  l^go 
married  Ph»el>e  Paddock,  of  Holland,  Massachu- 
setts, whose  ancestor  came  to  America  with  Gov- 
ernor Carver,  and  married  into  the  family  of 
Governor  Bradford,  and  whose  brother.  Judge 
Ephraim  Paddock,  and  others  of  the  family,  com- 
ing to  Vermont,  became  honored  and  prominent 
citizens.  Three  sons  were  bom  to  Joseph  and 
Phirbc  Fairbanks :  Erastus.  born  October  28. 
1792  ;  Thaddeus,  bom  January  17,  1796;  and  Jos- 
eph Paddock.  Iwrn  November  26.  1806. 

Arthur  W.  Gilmore  obtained  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  St. 
Albans,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  a  thorough 
course  in  the  Eastern  Business  College.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  education  he  was  admitted 
as  a  partner  in  his  father's  business,  which  was 
then  conducted  under  the  style  of  Gilmore  & 
Son.  They  have  a  complete,  select  and  fashion- 
able livery  stable,  keeping  twenty-five  horses  con- 
stantly on  hand  to  meet  the  demands  of  their 
customers,  and  every  detail  of  the  establishment 
is  looked  after  in  the  most  approved  and  business- 
like manner.  They  also  buy  and  sell  a  large  num- 
ber of  horses,  and  in  the  management  of  their 
business  give  employment  to  four  hands.  In 
politics  Mr.  Gilmore  has  always  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket :  in  religion  he  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  church  of  St.  Albans ;  in  fra- 
ternal matters  is  a  member  of  Frankly n  l.odg1? 
No.  4,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 

On  June  21.  1893.  Mr.  Gilmore  married  Flor- 
ence Foster,  who  was  bom  in  St.  Albans.  Ver- 
mont, in  1S00.  only  child  of  George  B.  Foster, 
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for  many  years  a  retired  business  man  of  St. 
Albans,  where  his  entire  life  was  spent  and  where 
his  death  occurred;  his  wife  is  living  at  the 
present  time  (1903).  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gilmore  are:  Arthur  Foster  and  Gordon 
Fairbanks. 

TRUMAN  ROBERT  GORDON. 

Truman  Robert  Gordon,  a  prominent  attorney 
at  law  of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  is  a  worthy  de- 
scendant of  Robert  Gordon,  who  was  probably 
born  in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812  he  volunteered 
his  services  as  a  soldier  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg,  New  York,  where  he  con- 
tracted an  illness  from  the  severe  exposure  of  the 
campaign,  which  later  was  the  cause  of  his  de- 
cease. He  was  united  in  marirage  to  Miss  Rhoda 
Borden. 

William  Gordon,  son  of  Robert  and  Rhoda 
Gordon,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Corinth,  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  in  February,  1808.  He  re- 
ceived his  educational  advantages  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  he  followed  the  dual  occupation  of  con- 
tractor and  farmer.  Being  a  prudent,  industrious 
and  capable  man,  he  succeeded  in  both  these  en- 
terprises, and  accumulated  what  was  considered 
in  those  days  to  be  quite  a  fortune.  He  was  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  town,  and  al- 
ways took  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertained 
to  its  welfare  and  upbuilding.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Thurber,  who  was 
born  in  Corinth,  Orange  county,  Vermont,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1822,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Rhoda 
(Norris)  Thurber. 

John  Thurber,  father  of  Mrs.  Gordon,  was  a 
descendant  of  Danish  ancestry,  and  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  American  branch  of  the  family  was 
John  Thurber,  who  emigrated  to  this  country 
between  the  years  1660  and  1669.  He  settled  in 
Swansea,  Massachusetts.  His  wife's  first  name 
was  Percella.  Benjamin  Thurber  was  the  father 
of  John  Thurber,  and  was  born  probably  in  Clare- 
mont,  New  Hampshire,  in  1800.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Graves. 

Truman  Robert  Gordon,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  Gordon,  was  born  in  Vershire,  Orango 
county,  Vermont,  August  3,  1850.    His  early 


education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools, 
then  he  entered  Jericho  Academy,  Underhill 
Academy,  Essex  Classical  Institute,  Green  Moun- 
tain Seminary  and  the  Montpelier  Seminary, 
where  he  took  a  college  preparatory  course  and 
was  graduated  in  1872,  and  two  years  later  he 
was  graduated  from  the  full  seminary  course; 
subsequently  he  pursued  a  partial  course  in  the 
Vermont  University.  Deciding  to  become  a 
member  of  the  legal  fraternity,  he  studied  law  in 
the  office  of  Charles  H.  Heath,  then  with  Heath 
&  Carlcton,  later  with  Homer  W.  Heaton  in 
Montpelier,  Vernjpnt,  and  with  St.  John  Green, 
dean  of  the  law  school  of  Boston  University.  He 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  latter 
named  institution  in  the  class  of  1877,  and  was 
admitted  as  a  member  of  the  Vermont  bar  at 
the  September  term  of  the  same  year,  of  Wash- 
ington county  court,  and  at  the  general  term  in 
October,  1880,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  supreme  court  of  Vermont.  He  is  master 
in  the  court  of  chancery  and  was  admitted  as  a 
practitioner  in  the  United  States  district  circuit 
court.  Mr.  Gordon's  practice  is  general,  and  he 
has  been  chosen  to  act  as  the  attorney  in  many 
important  civil  cases ;  he  also  acted  as  the  at- 
torney for  the  respondent  m  the  murder  cases 
of  State  versus  Murry,  and  State  versus  Sanders ; 
he  acted  as  attorney  for  the  respondent  in  the 
perjury  case  of  State  versus  Rowell,  and  in  the 
forgery  case  of  State  versus  Donovan.  He  was 
the  senior  partner  of  the  law  firm  of  Gordon 
&  Gray,  which  existed  for  many  years  in  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont.  Mr.  Gordon's  knowledge  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  law  is  compre- 
hensive and  accurate,  and  he  has  advanced  in  his 
profession  until  now  he  stands  as  the  foremost 
representative  of  the  Green  Mountain  state,  and 
the  public  confidence  in  his  ability  is  demon- 
strated by  the  large  practice  accorded  him.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Bar  Asso- 
ciation since  1880. 

In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  was  elected  to  fill  the  office  of  prosecuting 
officer  for  the  city  of  Montpelier;  he  was  also 
chosen  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
When  he  was  only  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
a  resident  of  the  town  of  Bolton,  he  was  elected 
superintendent  of  schools,  which  office  he  held 
for  three  years.    He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
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ihe  V  ermont  Lodge,  ImlqK-ndent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Thomas  Wildey  Encampment  No. 
ii,  Canton  Montpelier  Xo.  8,  in  which  he  has 
held  most  of  the  offices  of  lioth  lodge  and  en- 
campment ;  he  is  also  a  member  and  has  held 
nearly  all  the  offices  in  grand  lodge  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  I.  O.  1).  F.  lie  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club  of 
Montpelier,  and  is  an  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Montpelier,  of  which  he  has  lx-en  steward  and 
treasurer  for  many  years ;  he  has  also  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  of  that  church  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Gordon  lias  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Miss  Ellen  L.  Hatch,  to  whom 
he  was  united  in  marriage  Xoveml>cr  28.  1874. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lucy 
(Church)  Hatch,  the  former  named  being  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Jericho,  Vermont.  Mrs. 
Gordon  received  her  education  in  the  common 
schools,  the  academies  and  Montpelier  Seminary. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Ellen  L.,  Ijom  in  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont,  September  9,  1871).  His  sec- 
ond marriage  occurred  at  Montpelier.  Vermont, 
December  25,  1888,  to  Miss  rlattie  M.  Xorris, 
daughter  of  Samuel  G.  and  Lucv  (Wheeler) 
Xorris.  the  former  named  l)emg  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Xorris.  the  first  Methodist  minister  to  preach 
in  the  town  of  Hardwick.  Vermont.  Mrs.  Gor- 
don acquired  her  education  at  the  Washington 
county  grammar  school  and  Montpelier  Sem- 
inary, from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1887. 
Two  children  have  lx-en  born  of  this  union :  Ruth 
Ethel,  born  May  7.  i8ox>.  and  Robert  Truman, 
born  December  3,  1892;  they  were  both  born  in 
their  father's  residence,  it  being  the  same  house 
in  which  Admiral  Dewey  first  saw  the  light  of 
day.  Mr.  Gordon  is  a  capable  and  eloquent 
lawyer,  a  representative  citizen,  and  has  won  and 
held  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  memlxTs  of 
the  city  in  which  he  resides. 

HON.  ASAHEL  PECK. 

Among  the  chief  executives  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  none  are  worthy  of  a  higher  place 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  passed  to 
his  eternal  rest  on  May  18,  1879.  in  the  town 
of  Jericho,  Vermont.    He  was  a  Vermonter  by 


adoption,  having  been  born  in  Royalston,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  September,  1808,  and  was  the  son 
of  Squire  and  Elizabeth  (Goddard)  Peck.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  was  a  descendant  of  Joseph 
Peck,  who  traced  his  ancestry  back  twenty-one 
generations  to  John  Peck,  of  Belton.  Yorkshire, 
England.  A  complete  history  of  this  ancestry 
appears  in  the  sketch  of  his  nephew,  Cicero  God- 
dard Peck,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Governor  Peck  came  to  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
when  only  three  years  of  age,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  rugged  constitution  upon  the  farm 
of  his  father  in  that  town.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  prepared  for  college  at 
the  Washington  county  grammar  school,  then 
entering  the  University  of  Vermont,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  Desiring  to  become  profi- 
cient in  the  use  of  French,  he  then  went  to  Can- 
ada, where  he  mastered  this  language.  He  sub- 
sequently entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  his  elder  brother.  Xahum  Peck,  father 
of  Cicero  Peck,  mentioned  al>ove.  He  began  prac- 
tice in  Hinesburg.  Vermont,  in  1833.  and  soon 
removed  to  Burlington,  where  he  continued  to 
follow  his  profession  with  increasing  success, 
standing  at  the  head  of  the  bar  of  Chittenden 
countv,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent. 

He  was  a  thorough  student,  a  conscientius 
lawyer  of  the  highest  integrity.  It  is  said  upon 
one  occasion  that  the  late  Rufus  Choate.  of 
Massachusetts,  met  Mr.  Peck  as  an  antagonist 
in  the  trial  of  a  very  important  case  in  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  and  at  its  con- 
clusion was  so  "astonished  to  find  such  a  law- 
yer in  Vermont"  that  he  went  to  Mr.  Peck  aful 
urgently  advised  him  to  remove  to  Boston,  as- 
suring him  that  both  fame  and  fortune  would 
there  l>e  at  his  feet.  Xo  inducement,  however, 
could  move  Mr.  Peck;  having  once  made  up  his 
mind,  he  would  not  change  it.  Burlington  had 
lxen  selected  as  the  theatre  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  am!  Burlington  it  must  and  should 
Ik-.  An  eminent  member  of  the  bar.  speaking  of 
Mr.  Peck's  abilities  as  a  lawyer  and  judge,  de- 
clared that  no  man  in  Xew  England  since  Judge 
Story  has  equaled  him  in  his  knowledge  of  tlu 
common  law  of  England  and  the  law  of  equity. 

He  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  not  only 
by  his  associates  at  the  bar.  but  by  the  people  of 
his  town,  county,  and  the  state  of  his  adoption. 
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He  was  repeatedly  nominated  and  elected  to  the 
highest  offices  in  their  gift,  each  and  all  of  which 
he  filled  in  a  manner  not  only  creditable  to  him- 
self and  his  state,  but  to  the  eminent  satisfaction 
of  his  host  of  friends  and  constituents.  He  rq>- 
resentcd  Chittenden  county  in  the  state  senate  in 
1 85 1,  serving  in  the  same  body  with  that  emi- 
nent statesman,  Hon.  George  V.  Edmonds.  In 
the  same  vear  he  was  judge  of  the  circuit  court, 
and  served  until  it  was  abrogated  in  December, 
1857.  He  was  appointed  to  the  highest  judicial 
position  in  the  state,  the  bench  of  the  supreme 
court,  in  i860,  where  he  served  with  distinction, 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  most  able  members 
for  the  period  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  retired 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  home  of 
his  childhood  and  resting  from  the  active  duties 
of  his  long  public  career,  but  so  great  was  the 
satisfaction  which  he  had  given  to  the  people  of 
the  state  in  the  various  positions  in  which  he  had 
been  placed,  that,  to  show  their  appreciation  of 
the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held,  and  further 
believing  that  he  would  fill  the  chair  of  the  chief 
executive  of  the  state  with  honor,  he  was  unani- 
mouslv  nominated  by  the  Republican  state  con- 
vention of  1874.  The  Watchman,  a  leading  paper 
of  the  state,  recommended  him  in  the  following 
terms,  which  his  subsequent  conduct  in  the  guber- 
natorial chair  fully  vindicated : 

"The  state  would  be  honored  by  selecting  his 
name  as  its  candidate.  So  long  as  Vermont 
designates  such  men  for  its  highest  offices,  it  is 
not  liable  to  the  old  Tory  reproach  against  Re- 
publican government,  which  condemned  republics 
not  because  the  people  elected  their  officers,  but 
because  they  elected  unworthy  and  ignoble  men 
to  office.  He  would  be  a  worthy  successor  in 
the  executive  chair  to  Moses  Robinson,  Galusha, 
Palmer,  Tiechenor,  Skinner.  Williams,  Van  Ness, 
Royce  and  Hall,  who  were  his  predecessors  on 
the  bench.  His  nomination  is  not  merely  unob- 
jectionable, it  is  in  every  respect  honorable  and 
fit  to  be  made,  and  would  be  followed  by  a 
triumphant  election." 

As  a  governor  it  is  the  testimony  of  all  that 
he  was  one  of  the  most  sagacious  and  scrupu- 
lously upright  of  all  the  governors  of  Vermont — 
thoroughly  independent,  prudent  in  every  act. 
and  carefullv  inspecting  the  minutest  details  of 
all  questions  presented  for  his  official  approval. 
After  the  close  of  his  term  as  governor  he  was 


often  employed  as  counsel  in  important  cases, 
and  proved  himself  master  of  the  law.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the 
University  of  Vermont  many  years  after  leaving 
it  as  a  student,  and  was  made  LL.  D.  by  Middle- 
bury  College  in  1874. 

He  was  never  married.  He  spent  most  of  his 
leisure  time,  after  leaving  the  executive  chair, 
with  his  friends  in  Hinesburg,  and  at  his  fann  in 
Jericho,  where  he  died  May  18,  1879.  Hc  was 
buried  in  the  family  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Hines- 
burg, where  a  magnificent  granite  shaft  has  been 
erected  by  his  nephew,  Cicero  G.  Peck,  in  loving 
remembrance  of  his  many  grand  and  noble  traits 
of  character. 

HON.  CICERO  GODDARD  PECK. 

The  gentleman  whose  portrait  is  presented 
herewith,  needs  no  introduction  to  the  people  of 
Chittenden  county,  since,  in  the  town  of  Hines- 
burg he  has  resided  for  one-half  a  century,  forty 
years  of  which  have  been  spent  upon  his  present 
farm.  During  this  time  he  has,  like  the  past 
generation  of  the  family  to  which  he  belongs, 
served  the  people  in  many  offices  of  responsi- 
bility, and  particularly  in  those  pertaining  to  edu- 
cational concerns.  He  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Hinesburg.  Vermont,  February  17,  1828.  His 
father.  Nahum  Peck,  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished lawyers  of  Chittenden  county,  and  was 
the  eldest  son  of  Squire  Peck  and  Elizabeth 
Goddard.  N'ahum  Peck  was  born  in  Royalston. 
Massachusetts,  October  5.  1796.  He  was  de- 
scended from  Joseph  Peck,  who  was  of  the  twen- 
tv-first  generation  from  John  Peck,  of  Belton, 
Yorkshire  countv,  England.  Nahum  was  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  Joseph  Peck,  the  Ameri- 
can ancestor,  who,  with  other  Puritans,  fled  from 
the  persecutions  of  the  church  in  England  to 
this  country.  They  came  from  Hingham.  Eng- 
land, to  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  in  1638,  sail- 
ing in  the  ship  Diligent,  of  Ipswich.  John  Mar- 
tin, master. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Pecks  has  been  traced 
back  probably  farther  than  any  other  family  in 
Vermont.  Nahum  Peck's  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  removed  from  Royalston,  Massachusetts,  to 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  in  1803,  finding  his  wav 
by  means  of  marked  trees,  and  there  he  spent 
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his  life  as  a  pioneer.  There  young  Nahum  re- 
ceived a  thorough  academical  training.  He  then 
studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Washington  county  at  the  September  term  in 
1823.  Removing  to  Hincsburg,  he  opened  an 
office  and  enjoyed  a  large  and  growing  practice 
to  about  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  8th  of  June,  1883.  At  this  time  he  was 
the  oldest  practicing  lawyer  in  the  county.  As 
such  he  was  best  appreciated  for  the  judicial 
accuracy  of  his  opinions,  his  wide  acquaintance 
with  legal  literature,  and  his  utter  contempt  for 
the  emoluments  of  his  profession.  He  practiced 
law  from  the  love  of  it,  and  accepted  money  in 
payment  for  services  only  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood, not  of  accumulation.  He  was  public- 
spirited,  and  in  the  course  of  his  long  life  in 
Hincsburg  was  honored  with  many  positions 
within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen,  whom  he  repre- 
sented in  the  legislature  a  number  of  terms.  He 
was  a  well  known  public  speaker,  his  diction  being 
characterized  rather  by  correctness  than  readi- 
ness. He  was  as  decided  in  his  political  opinions 
as  in  those  pertaining  to  his  profession.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest,  most  determined  and  ag- 
gressive antagonists  of  slavery,  at  a  time  when 
men  of  that  opinion  were  liable  to  abuse  and 
opprobrium.  He  was  an  early  advocate  of  tem- 
perance reform.  After  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  allied  himself  therewith,  and 
ever  supported  its  measures  with  earnestness  and 
consistency. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  October,  1825,  was  Lucinda, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  I.  Wheeler,  of  Montpelicr, 
a  prominent  citizen  who  represented  Montj>elier 
several  terms  in  the  legislature.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Cicero  G.  Peck.  She  died  January  1 4. 
1854.  His  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded 
in  May,  1857,  was  Marcia  Wood,  of  Kcescville, 
New  York,  who  died  in  August,  1875. 

Cicero  G.  Peck  was  educated  in  the  old 
Hinesburg  Academy,  in  which  institution  he  pre- 
pared for  a  collegiate  course  of  study,  but  just 
as  he*  was  about  to  enter  upon  such  a  course  ill 
health  deprived  him  of  the  opportunity,  and  he 
was  forced  to  a  life  of  outdoor  work,  as  an 
expedient  against  permanent  sickness.  He  has 
consequently  remained  on  a  farm  all  his  life, 
and  with  commendable  diligence  has  added  to  his 


patrimonial  and  other  inheritances,  so  that  si> 
out  them  he  would  be  possessed  of  a  hand*ar: 
property.    He  came  to  his  present  farm  in  i;r 
upon  which  he  erected  a  new  house  in  i&/>,  V. 
by  repeated  purchases  he  has  enlarged  the  >:nc- 
*al  area  of  the  farm  to  two  hundred  and  ir: 
acres.    He  also  owns  a  very  large  and  vai'sK' 
dairy  farm  in  Jericho,  which  was  left  to  liirr,  V 
his  uncle,  Hon.  Asahel  Peck,  a  sketch  of  \dv~ 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.    Mr.  Peck  i> 
votes  his  attention  principally  to  dairying  thoccu- 
he  has  done  considerable  work  in  general  sir- 
culture.    He  owns  a  number  of  fine  Hoke 
cattle,  his  herds  on  both  farms  numbering  ab'.*t 
one  hundred  head.    When  the  Valley  Cite* 
Factory  Company  was  formed  in  1865  be  wa< 
elected  treasurer ;  he  held  the  office  continuous 
until  1893,  when  the  factory  was  converted  int 
the  Valley  Falls  Creamery,  since  which  time  Mr. 
Peck  has  continued  to  serve  as  treasurer  far 
the  operating  firm,  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
holding  a  large  interest  in  the  business. 

He  is  a  firm  advocate  of  Republican  princi- 
ples in  politics,  and  has  been  placed  by  his  fellow 
townsmen  in  almost  every  office  within  their  gift. 
He  served  as  selectman  for  seven  consecutive 
years,  was  for  twenty  years  town  superintendent 
of  schools,  and  continues  to  serve  in  that  ca- 
pacity (1903).  In  1878  he  represented  the  coimtv 
in  the  state  senate  on  the  same  committees  as  in 
the  house  in  1890  In  1890  he  represented  the 
town  of  Hincsburgh  in  the  legislature,  and  serve*! 
upon  the  committee  on  education,  and  !>ore  ? 
useful  and  prominent  part  in  urging  the  revision 
and  remodeling  of  the  school  laws  of  the  state. 
While  the  effort  was  not  altogether  successful, 
it  marked  the  beginning  of  a  movement  which 
resulted  in  the  enactment  of  the  desired  measures 
at  the  session  two  >ear>  later.  In  1892  Mr.  Peck 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Fuller,  with  con- 
firmation by  the  senate,  to  the  position  of  trustee 
of  the  State  Reform  School  for  a  term  of  si>: 
years.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Grout  as  a  delegate  to  the  national  conference 
of  charities  and  correction,  held  in  Toronto.  On- 
tario. July  7-14.  of  that  year.  In  all  these  varied 
positions  of  responsibility,  Mr.  Peck  has  acquit- 
ted himself  with  a  high  degree  of  ability  and 
scrupulous  fidelity  to  the  trusts  committed  M 
him.    In  his  community  he  has  been  repeatedly 
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called  upon  to  act  as  executor  or  administrator 
"  in  the  settlement  of  estates,  amorfg  them  being 
some  of  the  largest  in  the  vicinity.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  which  he  serves  in  the  capacity  of  stew- 
ard, and  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  for  many 
years  taken  a  leading  part. 

Mr.  Peck  was  married  March  29.  1854,  to 
Miss  Maria  Coleman,  daughter  of  Selah  Cole- 
man, of  Hincsburg,  and  her  grandfather,  Zadock 
Coleman,  was  at  an  early  day  major  general  of 
the  state  militia  of  Vermont,  and  a  prominent 
resident  of  Williston.  He  was  of  Irish  descent, 
and  emigrated  to  Vermont  from  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
Peck's  mother's  father,  Charles  Russell,  was  an 
early  settler  in  Hincsburg  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  He  was  of  Dutch  de- 
scent, and  came  to  Vermont  from  White  Creek, 
New  York.  At  his  death  he  left  the  largest  es- 
tate ever  settled  in  Hinesburg  up  to  that  time. 
Mrs.  Peck  was  born  in  Williston  May  27,  1836. 
Their  family  consists,  besides  themselves,  of  an 
adopted  niece,  born  April  14,  1858,  and  adopted 
by  them  on  the  14th  of  August  following.  She 
is  now  the  wife  of  Marvin  R.  France,  a  Metho- 
dist cicrgvman,  who  make  their  home  with  Mr. 
Peck. 

ISAAC  W.  HATCH. 

Isaac  W.  Hatch,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Burlington,  Vermont,  formerly  of  Lincoln. 
Vermont,  is  a  native  of  the  state,  born  in 
Panton,  August  25.  1838.  He  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  to  Timothy  Hatch,  his  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut.  Warren  E.  Hatch, 
father  of  Isaac  W.  Hatch,  was  reared  on  the 
farm  at  Panton,  Vermont,  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  The  greater  part 
of  his  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Panton  and  Ferrisburg.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-five he  removed  to  Bristol,  Vermont,  where 
he  became  interested  with  his  son  in  the  furniture 
business,  and  where  he  died  in  1895,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  A  Democrat  in  politics, 
Mr.  Hatch  found  favor  with  his  party,  and  held 
several  positions  of  trust  and  responsibilty.  He 
married  Miss  Pluebe  C.  Smith,  who  was  l>orn 
at  Ferrisburg,  Vermont,  and  the  following  named 
children  were  born  to  them :    Isaac  W. ;  Ida 


L.;  Smith  W.;  Ernest  L.;  Ryland  F.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business;  George  W.,  of 
Burlington,  Vermont ;  and  Candace  Hatch.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years;  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Isaac  W.  Hatch  until  his  twenty-third  year 
lived  upon  the  farm  at  Panton.  He  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  town,  and  later  attended  the  Vergennes  and 
Tenbrooke  schools.  His  patriotism  being  fired 
by  the  serious  conditions  which  threatened  the 
Union  with  dissolution,  he  determined  to  offer 
his  services  in  defense  of  his  country.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Second  Regiment, 
Vermont  Volunteers,  as  a  private.  He  served 
in  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  and  participated  in 
fourteen  hard-fought  battles,  and  experienced  all 
the  dangers  and  deprivations  of  the  terrible  Civil 
war  period.  He  received  his  discharge  from  the 
service  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  September  I, 
1864.  He  then  returned  to  his  father's  farm  at 
Panton,  where  he  remained  until  1866,  when  he 
purchased  a  farm  at  Addison,  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  until  1871.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period  there  was  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  him  to  enter  the  hotel  business  in  New 
York,  ami  followed  that  pursuit  for  four  years, 
and  then  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming  at 
Lincoln,  which  he  prosecuted  successfully  for 
eighteen  years. 

In  1900  Mr.  Hatch  came  to  the  hotel  at  Queen 
City  Fark,  about  two  miles  from  Burlington, 
Vermont,  situated  on  the  shore  of  the  beautiful 
Lake  Champlain.  Located  in  the  midst  of  the 
coltages  at  this  popular  resort,  it  is  connected 
with  the  city  by  electric  cars.  The  Queen  City 
Hotel  has  accommodations  for  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  guests,  and  is  fitted  up  especially  for  the 
summer  trade.  Its  rooms  are  cooled  by  the  ever 
stirring  and  invigorating  breezes  from  the  lake, 
and  its  windows  command  a  view  of  that  splendid 
sheet  of  water  for  many  miles,  presenting  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  spectacles  to  be  witnessed  in 
the  state.  Mr.  Hatch  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful in  his  management  of  his  hotel,  which  has 
become  a  favorite  summer  home  for  many  of  the 
most  prominent  families  of  the  United  States. 
In  addition  to  its  accommodations,  it  also  pro- 
vides for  all  social  enjoyments  sought  by  the 
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y  oarer*  ~*~ker?.  irtd  it*  spacious  ball-room  and 
wtl.  iz7.—,f  i  .rr"ne*tra  art  among  its  most  popu- 
lar a^/rrvranees.  W "hde  thus  providing  for  the 
a.rr-.i'jr.  and  pleasure  of  his  guests,  Mr.  H:itch 
his  alvj  gained  the  approbation  of  his  fellow 
townsmen  for  the  highly  useful  part  he  has  borne 
:n  advancing  the  interests  and  adding  to  the 
prestige  of  the  village  as  a  resort  for  health  and 
recreation,  and  his  hotel  has  been  a  t>otcnt  factor 
in  drawing  to  the  place  the  annual  meeting  of 
Spiritualists  and  other  large  bodies. 

Mr.  Hatch  has  been  called  to  various  positions 
of  honor  and  trust.  He  served  for  two  years  as 
road  commissioner,  for  four  years  as  selectman, 
and  had  the  honor  of  ticing  the  only  man  selected 
from  Addison  county  to  serve  ujkjii  the  jury  in 
Ihe  United  States  court,  a  position  which  he 
filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  bench  for  ihree  terms.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  has  frequently  sat  as 
delegate  in  the  conventions  of  his  party. 

In  1864  Mr.  Hatch  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mtss  Ann  K.  Matthews,  who  was  a  native  of 
I'anton,  Vermont.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
(hem,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Nellie  G., 
wife  of  Adelbert  Barnard,  now  deceased;  Cora 
I..;  Warren  M..  who  married  Jennie  Hanks,  and 
to  whom  was  born  one  child,  Gladys;  May  I., 
wife  of  H.  S.  Varncy.  who  is  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  trade:  Charles  G.,  employed  as  a 
ticket  agent:  Smith  B.,  deceased:  Candance  1\ 
1  latch. 

CHARLES  T.  1- AIRFIELD. 

Charles  T.  Fairfield,  publisher  of  The  Rutland 
lireninx  Xe:es  and  The  Rutland  H'eeklx  AVjcr. 
is  a  native  of  Hillsdale.  Michigan,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  that  city  in  iS<V>.  He  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  an  old  family  of  Rutland  countv. 
Vermont,  who.  during  the  eighteenth  and  eariy 
in  the  nineteenth  centuries,  were  pioneers  of 
rittsfonl.  I  lis  gri'at-grcat-grand father,  great- 
grandfather, and  grandfather  all  moved  to  that 
locality  about  17S0.  The  latter.  Micaiah  Fair- 
field, was  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  ot  Mid- 
dlcburv  College,  receiving  his  diploma  from  that 
msiitution  in  iSmj.  About  181 J  he  went  into 
Virginia  n>  a  homo  missionary  ami  as  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  the  principles  of  aMition  of 
sla\  i  t  \ . 


Charles  T.  Fairfield  is  a  son  of  Edmund  B. 
Fairfield,  who  was  president  of  Hillsdale  College, 
lieutenant-governor  of  Michigan,  chancellor  of 
Nebraska  State  University,  and  United  States 
consul  to  Lyons,  France.  He  is  cousin  of 
General  "Stonewall"  Jackson,  C.  S.  A.  Charles 
T.  Fairfield  enjoyed  the  educational  privi- 
leges afforded  by  Oberlin  College,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1887  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  thus  was  well 
qualified  to  take  up  the  duties  and  cares  of  busi- 
ness life.  From  1887,  the  year  of  his  graduation, 
to  1807,  he  was  the  publisher  of  the  Eaton  Rapids 
(Michigan)  Journal:  from  1897  to  1899  he  pub- 
lished the  North  Adams  (Massachusetts)  lit  en- 
tity Transcript,  and  in  the  latter  named  year  he 
established  the  livening  Xews  and  (he  H'eekly 
Xeivs  in  the  city  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  and  since 
that  date  has  successfully  conducted  both  enter- 
prises. With  his  thorough  training,  true  journal- 
istic instinct  and  broad  knowledge  of  affairs,  be 
reflects  honor  upon  his  profession,  and  both  the 
daily  and  weekly  papers  of  which  he  is  publisher 
are  the  exponents  of  the  highest  interests  of  the 
community  and  of  the  state. 

On  December  19.  1888,  Mr.  Fairfield  married 
Anna  W.  Whitcomb,  of  Illinois,  and  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  daughter,  have  Ijeen  horn  of 
this  union. 

FRANKLIN  ALLEN  GOSS. 

As  one  reviews  the  history  of  the  locality  and 
looks  into  the  past  to  sec  who  were  prominent  in 
Ihe  early  development,  he  will  find  that  through 
a  long  period  the  name  of  Goss  has  Iteen  cWIy 
connected  with  the  progress  and  advancement  l>t" 
this  section  of  the  state.  The  line  of  descent  i*. 
traced  to  John  Goss,  who  was  married  at  H<>lh>, 
New  Hampshire.  July  30,  1728,  to  Mebitablc 
Bailey,  and  his  third  son.  John  Goss.  who  was 
bom  in  1739.  served  as  a  captain  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  in  General  Stark's  brigade, 
being  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Hi* 
death  occurred  on  the  28th  of  Scptcmlicr.  1777. 
The  hitter's  son.  Samuel  Goss.  was  born  on  the 
Joth  of  NovemlKT.  1775.  in  Hollis.  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  was  the  founder  of  the  Vermont 
U'atelnnan,  in  Montpelier.  Vermont,  spending 
marly  his  entire  life  in  that  city,  where  his  death 
occurred  August  19.  lSoV>.  at  the  age  of  ninety 
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years.  He  was  a  representative  business  man 
of  his  locality  and  was  well  and  favorably  known. 
He  married  Mary  French  at  Hardwick,  Vermont, 
June  12,  1803. 

His  son,  Benjamin  F.  Goss,  was  born  on  the 
28th  of  October,  1806,  in  Montpelier,  where  he 
was  reared  to  mature  years  and  received  his 
education.  He  first  embarked  in  the  dry  goods 
business,  thus  continuing  until  1859,  when  he 
engaged  in  mining  in  Forestdale,  near  Brandon, 
Vermont,  and  later  at  Vergcnnes  and  Monkton, 
taking  out  mineral  paints  and  porcelain  clay,  and 
doing  a  successful  business.  He  continued  in 
that  line  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death,  May  10.  1878.  He  became  very  promi- 
nent in  the  public  affairs  in  the  localities  in  which 
he  resided,  having  held  all  the  town  offices  and 
represented  Vergennes  in  the  legislature.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  other  business  interests  he  was  also 
connected  with  the  Watcrbury  National  Bank  as 
a  director.  For  his  wife  Mr.  Goss  chose  Mary  J. 
Witherell,  who  was  born  in  Montpelier,  Vermont, 
on  the  20th  of  October,  1814,  and  died  on  the 
24th  of  February,  1897,  at  Vergennes.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Lucretia  (Bailey) 
Witherell,  of  Montpelier,  where  the  former  was 
engaged  in  the  tanning  business.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  only  two  of  whom  sur- 
vive, Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Talbot,  of 
Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and  Franklin  A. 

Franklin  A.  Goss  received  his  education  in  the 
Phillips  Andovcr  Academy,  and  later  matricu- 
lated in  Amherst  College,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1871.  With  this  excellent  foundation 
upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of  his  life 
work,  he  entered  a  stock-brokerage  establishment 
in  Boston,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  year. 
He  was  next  associated  with  C.  J.  Gleason,  of 
Montpelier,  as  head  of  the  firm  of  Goss  &  Glea- 
son, miners  and  shippers  of  kaolin  at  Monkton, 
Vermont.  In  1864  he  came  to  Vergennes  to  re- 
side, and  is  still  president  of  the  Vermont  Kaolin 
Company,  operating  at  Monkton.  The  National 
Bank  of  Vergennes,  with  which  he  is  connected, 
was  organized  in  1830,  and  he  is  now  serving  as 
vice  president  of  the  institution.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Ver- 
gennes Electric  Company  of  Vergennes,  is  also 

trustee  of  the  Congregational  church,  an  incor- 
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porated  body,  and  for  eighteen  years  has  been 
a  member  of  the  local  school  board. 

In  1873  Mr.  Goss  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth 
C.  Keeler,  whose  father,  Charles  D.  Keeler,  was 
connected  with  the  tanning  business  for  fifty 
years  in  this  city,  where  his  death  occurred  when 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  Kent,  January 
10,  1810,  and  was  brought  in  his  mother's  arms 
to  Vermont  when  an  infant.  His  father,  David 
Keeler,  returned  to  Connecticut  to  settle  up  his 
tanning  business,  and  died  at  Kent  before  the 
close  of  1810,  being  then  a  little  over  thirty  years 
old.  His  wife,  Ruth  (born  Berry)  Keller,  subse- 
quently married  a  Mr.  Rogers.  She  died  Septem- 
ber 29.  1838,  at  the  age  of  fifty- four  years. 
Charles  D.  Keeler  was  apprenticed  to  a  tanner 
in  Vergennes,  and  in  time  came  into  possession 
of  the  tannery,  which  he  successfully  operated, 
as  above  noted.  He  filled  most  of  the  town 
offices,  was  an  industrious  business  man  and 
held  the  confidence  of  the  community.  He  was 
long  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  A.  Painter,  was  a  native  of 
Vergennes,  born  May  1,  1819,  and  died  March 
26,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goss  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  H.  K. 
Bacon,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont ;  F*  Ruth,  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Barnes,  Jr.,  of  Troy  New  York; 
Frank  Keller,  who  is  employed  in  the  home  office 
of  the  National  Insurance  Company  of  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont ;  Genevive  and  Kenneth,  at  home. 
Mr.  Goss  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  the 
city  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home,  and  his 
friends  are  almost  as  many  as  his  acquaintances. 

GENERAL  EDWARD  LOUIS  BATES. 

General  Edward  Louis  Bates,  favorably 
known  throughout  the  state  as  a  most  capable 
lawyer,  and  for  his  connection  with  the  military 
establishment  and  with  various  leading  literary, 
benevolent  and  commercial  organizations,  is  a 
representative  of  an  old  and  honored  New  Eng- 
land family.  His  parents  were  William  and 
Melissa  (Scribner)  Bates. 

William  Bates  was  of  English  descent,  and 
was  born  in  Cummington,  Massachusetts,  Jan- 
uary 15.  1807,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Parker) 
Bates.    He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
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schools,  and  during  his  early  manhood  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  At  a  later  day  he  became 
connected  with  a  stoneware  pottery,  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  kilns.  After  a  successful 
business  career  he  retired  to  his  home,  when  fifty 
years  of  age.  He  married  Melissa  Scribncr,  who 
was  born  in  Andover,  New  Hampshire,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1821,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Hannah 
(Roberts)  Scribncr.  Her  father  was  a  soldier 
in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  bore  a  useful  and  honorable  part  in  that  great 
struggle.  To  William  Bates  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  now  living,  Elizabeth, 
who  is  the  widow  of  George  B.  Moody,  late  of 
Pasadena,  California ;  Edward  L.,  who  is  re- 
ferred to  at  length  hereinafter;  and  Robert  P., 
who  resides  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  January  26,  1893,  and  his  widow- 
is  yet  living  in  Bennington,  Vermont. 

Kdward  Louis  Bates,  eldest  son  of  the  parents 
before  named,  was  born  in  Bennington,  Jan- 
uary 24,  1859.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  com- 
pleted an  advanced  course  in  Kimball  Union 
Academy,  at  Mcriden,  New  Hampshire.  De- 
termined upon  the  law  as  his  profession,  he  en- 
tered upon  a  course  of  study  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Gardner  &  Harmon,  of  Bennington.  Af- 
ter a  period  of  two  years  thus  occupied,  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  Hon.  John  V.  Hall,  county 
clerk  and  insurance  agent,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  six  years.  He  was  appointed  deputy 
county  clerk  on  February  16.  1K80,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  June  8,  1882,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  he  resigned  his  official 
position  in  order  to  enter  upon  practice  in  part- 
nership with  Hon.  J.  K.  Uatcheldcr,  of  Arling- 
ton. During  this  and  the  succeeding  war  he  also 
discharged  the  duties  of  village  clerk.  Amply 
prepared  for  the  duties  of  his  profession,  recog- 
nition was  soon  accorded  him.  and  two  years 
later,  in  September,  1S.S4,  he  was  elected  state's 
attorney,  and  he  acquitted  himself  so  ercditablv 
in  that  position  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1S86, 
extending  his  period  of  service  to  December, 
188S.  Little  more  than  two  years  later  he  was 
called  to  a  place  of  greater  prominence  and  use- 
fulness, being  appointed  special  prosecutor  of 
criminal  offenses  by  Governor  Levi  K.  Fuller, 
and  served  for  a  term  of  two  \ears.  ending  Oc- 


tober 1,  1894.  In  September,  1896,  he  was  again 
elected  state's  attorney  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
Meantime,  in  1893,  he  had  been  elected  corpora- 
tion attorney,  a  position  which  he  has  occupied 
to  the  present  time.  Whether  in  his  large  per- 
sonal practice  or  in  official  positions  in  the  line 
of  his  profession,  he  long  ago  established  a  splen- 
did reputation  as  an  indefatigable,  resourceful 
lawyer,  scrupulously  careful  in  the  preparation  of 
his  cases,  peculiarly  clear  and  forceful  in  their 
presentation,  and  earnest  and  convincing  in  his 
pleas  before  court  or  jury.  A  peculiar  signifi- 
cant token  of  appreciation  of  his  professional 
ability  came  to  him  when,  after  serving  for  two 
years  as  aide-de-camp  with  the  rank  of  colonel 
upon  the  staff  of  Governor  Fuller,  he  was.  in 
October,  1894,  elected  by  the  legislature  to  the 
position  of.  judge  advocate  general  of  the  National 
Guards  of  Vermont,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
two  years'  term  he  was  re-elected  to  that  high 
office,  thus  serving  for  four  years  as  the  highest 
exponent  of  the  law  governing  the  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  commonwealth. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  bound  the  abilities  of 
General  Bates  in  his  relation  to  the  state  and 
community.  An  ardent  Republican,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  efficient  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Vermont  Republican  League,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  state  atil  local  conventions. 
Deeply  interested  in  perpetuating  the  fair  fame 
of  his  native  state,  and  possessing  fine  literary 
tastes,  he  is  a  deeply  interested  member  of  the 
Bennington  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
secretary  for  ttn  years,  and  of  the  Bennington 
Battle  Monument  Association,  and  he  is  an  hon- 
orary member  of  Custer  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic 
order,  a  member  of  Mount  Anthony  Lodge  No. 
13,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Bennington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.; 
and  Taft  Commandery,  K.  T..  in  which  he  is 
past  eminent  commander ; 'of  Oriental  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  of  Troy,  New  York  ;  a  mcml>cr 
of  Tucker  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  .Mohican  Tril*. 
I.  ( :>.  R.  M. ;  Rutland  Lodge.  B.  P.  O.  E. ;  of  the 
Vermont  Fish  and  Game  League,  and  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Bennington  fire  department. 
In  commercial  lines  he  is  a  director  and  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Bennington  &  Hoosick  Valley  Rail- 
way Company,  and  a  director  in  the  Denison 
(Texas')  Land  and  Loan  Conijany. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Mr.  Bates  has  been  twice  married.  In  May, 
1882,  he  wedded  Miss  Jennie  M.  Rockwood,  the 
■daughter  of  Buell  and  Mary  E.  Rockwood,  but 
in  1884  she  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  On  the 
17th  of  May,  1887,  Mr.  Bates  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Estclla,  the 
daughter  of  Perry  W.  and  Lucy  Eldred,  of 
Hoosick,  New  York.  They  have  two  children: 
Bculah  Bell,  who  was  born  March  19,  1889 ;  and 
William  Leroy,  bom  February  14,  1891.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bates  and  family  are  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  church  of  Bennington. 

DR.  EBENEZER  MARVIN. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  descendants  of 
Mathcw' Marvin,  one  of  the  first  twelve  settlers 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  was  a  grandson  of 
Ebenezer  Marvin,  who  was  one  of  the  most  ac- 
complished physicians  of  his  day,  and  a  man  who 
rendered  useful  service  to  the  state  as  a  soldier, 
legislator  and  jurist. 

Ebenezer  Marvin  was  born  in  Wilton,  Con- 
necticut, in  April,  1741.  His  earliest  years  were 
devoted  to  farming,  but  this  he  soon  relinquished 
for  reasons  which  were  of  infinite  credit  to  him. 
A  son  had  suffered  long  from  a  malady  which 
baffled  the  medical  skill  of  the  physicians  of  the 
day.  The  father,  out  of  his  extreme  solicitude 
for  the  young  man,  read  such  medical  works  as 
were  accessible,  in  the  vain  hope  of  recognizing 
the  disease  and  finding  a  remedy.  In  this  he  was 
unsuccessful,  and  death  claimed  its  victim.  But 
his  own  affliction,  and  the  conviction  that  other 
fathers  were  made  mourners  like  himself  for  want 
of  adequate  medical  knowledge,  led  him  to  en- 
gage in  the  study  of  medicine  with  the  purpose 
of  devoting  himself  to  the  relief  of  suffering  hu- 
manity. How  he  acquired  his  knowledge  of  the 
healing  art  we  cannot  learn.  There  were  no 
medical  schools,  and  it  is  presumable  that  he  was 
in  large  degree  self-educated  by  means  of  l)Ooks 
and  intercourse  with  practitioners.  The  attain- 
nunts  of  those  who.  in  all  probability,  were  in  a 
measure  his  instructors,  must  have  been  humble 
enough.  Certainly  none  was  able  to  save  his  son 
to  him.  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  he  soon  sur- 
passed in  professional  skill  the  greater  number 
■irf  those  who  had  been  practitioners  before  him. 

An  ardent  patriot,  he  was  a  leader  in  his 
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neighborhood  in  the  stirring  limes  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary period,  and  when  war  actually  began  he 
became  captain  of  a  company  of  volunteers  which 
marched  to  the  aid  of  Ethan  Allen  and  Benedict 
Arnold  at  Ticonderoga.  He  was  subsequently  a 
surgeon  in  the  Continental  army,  with  which  he 
served  until  it  moved  southward  after  the  capture 
of  Burgoyne.  He  then  located  in  Lansingburg, 
where  he  became  busily  engaged  in  practice,  and 
was  widely  known  and  warmly  appreciated. 

His  sympathies,  however,  were  with  the  set- 
ters of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  in  the  erection 
of  a  local  government,  and  he  determined  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  young  state  of  Vermont.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  1781,  he  removed  thither,  locating 
at  Tinmouth,  in  Rutland  county,  which  was  even 
then  a  settlement  of  some  note.  Engaging  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  he  soon  became  favor- 
ably known  through  a  large  scope  of  territory, 
and  his  duties  soon  taxed  his  utmost  endeavor. 
His  travels  took  him  at  times  as  far  south  as 
Arlington,  and  northward  as  far  as  Burlington. 
There  were  few,  if  any,  who  were  so  depended 
upon  in  grave  illnesses  as  was  he,  and  his  journey- 
ings,  which  were  of  necessity  almost  altogether 
on  horselttck,  proved  too  severe  exertion,  vigor- 
ous as  was  his  constitution. 

In  1794,  when  he  was  somewhat  more  than 
fifty  years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Huntsburg,  now 
Franklin,  where,  and  in  the  adjoining  town  of 
Berkshire,  he  had  acquired  considerable  real  es- 
tate, and  this  was  soon  increased  by  a  special 
grant  of  the.  state  which  conveyed  to  him  what 
was  known  as  Marvin's  Grove,  now  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Highgate.  Here  he  confined  his  profes- 
sional practice  almost  entirely  to  the  immediate 
neighborhood. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  Titimouth  when  his 
abilities  found  due  recognition,  and  he  was  ush- 
ered into  a  new  field  of  usefulness.  He  was  soon 
made  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty, and  for  several  years  was  its  chief  judge.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  state,  and  he  took 
a  prominent  part  in  framing  the  second  constitu- 
tion of  the  commonwealth.  In  1794  he  was 
elected  chief  judge  of  Chittenden  county,  which 
then  included  Huntsburg,  and  all  the  territory 
which  was  afterwards  comprised  in  Franklin 
county.    When  the  latter  named  county  was  or- 
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ganized,  he  was  elected  its  chief  judge,  and  he 
held  this  position  until  about  1804.  His  entire 
judicial  service  in  the  three  counties  aggregated 
nearly  twerity  years. 

The  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  in  pleas- 
ant retirement,  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
(1808-09),  when  he  once  more  presided  over  the 
court  of  Franklin  county,  and  this  closed  his 
judicial  career.  While  possessing  no  preliminary 
legal  education,  he  was  quick  to  acquire  needed 
knowledge,  and  his  acquired  attainments,  with 
his  natural  judicial  bent  of  mind,  enabled  him  to 
acquit  himself  with  great  capability  and  to  gain 
for  himself  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people.  In  religion  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  and 
politically  he  was  a  Federalist  of  the  Washing- 
tonian  school. 

Dr.  Marvin  died  in  Franklin,  Vermont,  in 
November,  1820,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
His  widow.  Sarah  Adams,  who  was  a  woman  of 
rare  intuition  and  ready  wit,  survived  him,  and 
died  in  December,  1834.  at  the  residence  of  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Minerva  Royce,  at  East  Berk- 
shire, Vermont. 

FRANK  H.  CRANDALL. 

Frank  H.  Crandall,  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  is  a  descendant 
of  Gideon  Crandall,  who  was  born  in  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island,  February  25,  1762,  and  participated 
as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary  war  in 
Captain  Christopher  Dyers'  company,  and  also 
with  Colonel  John  Toppan's  regiment,  from  May, 
1779,  to  March  15,  1780.  In  1787,  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  he  removed  to  Vermont, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Royalton.  It  was 
not  until  the  year  1832  that  he  applied  for  a 
pension,  which  was  immediately  granted  to  him, 
he  being  then  seventy  years  of  age.  In  1784  he 
married  Miss  Esther  Rix,  and  the  following 
named  children  were  born  to  them :  Shubel.  born 
December  27,  1785,  and  died  January  10,  1877; 
Gideon,  born  April  19.  1787,  died  April  t,  i860; 
Eunice,  born  October  6.  1788,  died  March  2, 
1871  and  married  David  Williams;  Esther,  born 
March  2,  1790,  died  April  10,  1816:  Joseph,  born 
November  7,  1791,  died  August  28,  1856,  married 
Abi^al  Tuller  of  Hartford,  Vermont ;  Ruby,  born 
April  7,  1793,  died  October  28,  1807;  Thomas, 


born  December  7,  1794  died  in  1870,  and  married 
Serepta  Smith,  of  Hartford,  Vermont :  Betsy, 
born  April  27,  1796,  died  September  11,  1874,  and 
married  Parly  Pcrrin,  of  Potsdam,  New  York; 
Fanny,  born  April  29,  1798,  died  December  13, 
1867;  Lois,  born  November  3,  1799,  died  March 
10,  1882;  Clarrissa,  born  April  11,  1801,  died 
February  10,  1808 ;  Tracy,  born  August  7,  1802, 
died  August  31,  1874;  Hiram,  born  December  3, 
1804,  died  January  28,  1899;  and  Solomon,  born 
October  11,  1807,  died  March  15,  1891.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  April  10,  184 1,  and 
his  wife  died  February  24,  1840. 

Dr.  Hiram  Crandall,  father  of  Frank  H.  Cran- 
dall, was  born  in  Royalton,  Vermont,  December 
3,  1804.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and* later  he 
attended  the  medical  department  of  the  Watcr- 
ville  College.  Maine,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Stockbridge,  Vermont,  in  1832 ;  later  he  located 
in  Gaysville,  Vermont,  where  he  built  up  a  large 
practice;  he  remained  there  until  1865,  when  he 
settled  in  Burlington.  Vermont,  where  for  fifteen 
years  he  enjoyed  a  lucrative  practice,  living  re- 
tired up  to  his  death. 

Dr.  Crandall  was  married  three  times,  his 
first  wife  having  been  Miss  Green;  he  then  mar- 
ried May  Adeline  (Waters)  Smith,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  them :  Charles  and  Frank, 
who  died  in  childhood,  and  Edward  Rix,  born 
August  13,  1845,  at  present  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Winooski,  Vermont.  Dr.  Crandall 
married  for  his  third  wife.  May  14,  1861.  Mis* 
Harriet  Marvin,  born  in  Franklin,  Vermont,  April 
5,  1821,  a  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Thankful 
(Barnard)  Marvin,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
the  late  Judge  Ehenexer  Marvin.  One  son  has 
been  born  to  them,  Frank  H.  Crandall.  Dr. 
Crandall  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Frank  H.  Crandall,  son  of  Dr.  Hiram  and 
Harriet  Crandall,  was  born  in  Gaysville,  Ver- 
mont, October  13,  1862.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  subsequently 
was  a  student  in  the  engineering  department  of 
the  University  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1886.  In  1888  he  assumed  the 
responsible  position  of  manager  of  the  Buriing- 
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ton  water  works,  and  he  has  acted  in  that  capacity 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  also  served  one  year 
as  president  of  the  N.  E.  Water  Works  Associa- 
tion, being  elected  to  that  position  in  1901. 

Politically  Mr.  Crandall  is  an  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party,  in  which  he  takes  a  keen  inter- 
est. He  is  a  member  of  the  Ethan  Allen  Club, 
and  also  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  of 
Burlington,  Vermont.  On  June  7,  i8ox>,  Mr. 
Crandall  married  Miss  Emma  Mary  Porter  Eady, 
bom  in  Leicestershire,  England,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Emma  Eady,  who  were  natives  of 
England,  and  settled  in  this  country  in  1875. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Geo  Nora  Crandall. 

CHARLES  E.  TOBIAS. 

Charles  E.  Tobias,  an  enterprising  citizen  of 
Grand  Isle,  Vermont,  who  served  with  gallantry 
and  suffered  great  hardships  as  a  soldier  during 
the  Civil  war,  was  torn  January  7,  1843,  in  the 
village  where  he  now  resides,  i lis  parents  were 
James  and  Julia  (Montpeher)  Tobias.  The 
father  was  bom  March  10,  1810,  in  Dutchess 
county,  New  York,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  where  he  built  vessels  which 
he  sailed  on  Lake  Champlain.  He  afterwards 
cultivated  a  farm.  He  was  a  memtor  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  master  of  his  lodge.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  long  surviving 
his  wife,  who  was  torn  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  who  bore  him  two  children,  Charles  E.  and 
Julia.  Tames  Tobias  was  a  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Hloodgood)  Tobias.  The  father  was  torn 
in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  in  December, 
T775-  He  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native 
village,  and  came  as  a  pioneer  to  Grand  Isle,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  opened  up  a  farm  upon  which  he 
built  a  log  cabin,  which  was  replaced  before  long 
bv  a  comfortable  dwelling,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  fiftv-four  years. 

Charles  E.  Tobias,  son  of  James  and  Julia 
(Montpclicr)  Tobias,  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  in  his  native  village.  He  was 
but  nineteen  years  old  when  the  Civil  war  was 
fairly  in  progress,  and  he  had  not  yet  found  a 
permanent  occupation.  His  patriotic  spirit  im- 
pelled him,  however,  to  join  the  hosts  of  young 


men  who  were  forming  regiments  of  volunteers 
for  the  defence  of  the  Union.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Eleventh  Regiment.  Ver- 
mont Volunteers,  from  which  he  was  subsequently 
transferred  to  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  Sixth 
Corps.  The  first  heavy  engagement  in  which  he 
participated  was  that  at  Spottsylvania  Court 
House.  He  also  tore  a  part  in  the  bloody  battle 
at  Cold  Harbor  where  his  company  and  regiment 
lost  twenty-iive  men  and  four  hundred  men,  re- 
spectively, in  about  twenty  minutes.  He  was 
also  engaged  in  the  desperately  fought  battles 
about  Petersburg,  Virginia,  where  (on  June  23, 
1864)  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  first  taken 
to  Richmond,  where  he  was  incarcerated  in  the 
Pemberton  building ;  then  to  the  horrible  prison- 
pen  on  Belle  Island,  in  the  James  river;  thence, 
in  turn,  to  Danville  and  Macon.  He  was  then 
sent  to  endure  the  fearful  suffering  at  Anderson- 
ville.  whence  he  was  removed  to  Millcn  and  then 
to  Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  was  finally  ex- 
changed, June  23,  1865,  his  rank  then  being  that 
of  corjjoral.  During  this  awful  period  of  five 
months,  he  suffered  from  want  of  food  and  cloth- 
ing and  from  exposure  in  the  filthy  and  tentlcss 
prison  camps  to  such  a  degree  that  his  indomit- 
able pluck  alone  preserved  his  life,  while  his 
health  was  permanently  impaired.  It  was  his 
sad  fortune  while  a  prisoner  to  witness  the  death 
of  a  brother,  who  was  fellow  prisoner  with  him, 
and  who  wasted  away  with  starvation.  Tobias' 
service  is  officially  exhibited  in  a  testimonial  from 
the  adjutant  general  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  in 
which  are  recited  the  facts  in  his  military  career, 
with  commendation  of  his  courage  upon  the  field 
of  battle  and  his  fortitude  in  enduring  the  hard- 
ships of  prison. 

Returning  to  Grand  Isle,  Mr.  Tobias  took  up 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  has  since  followed 
with  much  success.  His  high  standing  in  the 
community  is  attested  by  the  numerous  local 
offices  to  which  he  has  been  elected  from  time 
to  time,  the  principal  being  that  of  selectman, 
which  he  occupied  for  nine  years,  in  seven  of 
which  he  was  first  selectman.  He  was  also  notary 
public  for  four  years,  and  he  has  held  numerous 
other  positions.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and 
liberal  in  his  religious  views. 

Mr.  Tobias  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Anna 
Griswold,  who  died  April  7,  iqoe,  leaving  a 
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daughter,  Daisy  B.  Tobias.  Mrs.  Tobias  was 
born  in  Canada,  a  daughter  of  Carpenter  and 
Aurelia  (Loveland)  Griswold,  who  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  all  residing  in  Grand  Isle: 
Mrs.  Aurelia  Wilcox;  Mrs.  Levi  Hoag;  Helen, 
who  is  the  widow  of  Herman  Earl ;  and  Anna, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Tobias. 

LYMAN  ROGERS,  M.  D. 

The  life  record  of  Dr.  Lyman  Rogers  is  one 
which  portrays  progress  and  advancement  along 
all  lines  which  lead  to  the  development  of  a  char- 
acter above  reproach.  He  gave  his  attention, 
throughout  his  business  career,  to  a  profession 
which  ranks  among  the  most  useful  of  the  call- 
ings of  men.  He  was  a  friend  of  education,  of 
morality,  and  endorsed  every  movement  and 
measure  that  was  calculated  to  benefit  his  com- 
munity. It  was  no  wonder,  then,  that  Benning- 
ton felt  that  she  had  lost  one  of  her  most  valued 
citizens  when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  A 
strong  personality  and  marked  force  of  character, 
combined  with  his  devotion  to  all  that  was  hon- 
orable, true,  and  beautiful,  made  him  a  leader 
of  public  thought  and  opinion,  and  to  know  Dr. 
Rogers  was  to  esteem  and  honor  him. 

He  was  born  in  Danbury,  Vermont,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1832.  his  parents  being  Abraham  C.  and 
Olive  (Engram)  Rogers,  the  former  of  Marsh- 
field,  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of  Adams, 
Massachusetts.  He  comes  of  old  English  an- 
cestry. His  parents  removed  to  Vermont  and 
were  among  the  New  England  families  that  con- 
tinued the  work  of  upbuilding  her  institutions 
during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Reared  amid  the  refining  influences  of  a  good 
home,  Dr.  Rogers  early  had  instilled  into  his 
mind  lessons  of  industry,  honesty  and  self-re- 
liance. His  early  education,  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  was  supplemented  by  study  in  the 
Black  River  Academy  at  Ludlow,  Vermont,  and 
later  he  entered  Castleton  Seminary,  then  a  lead- 
ing educational  institution  in  this  state.  He  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1855  an(l  soon  after- 
ward began  preparation  for  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. He  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the 
Castleton  Medical  College  during  the  autumn  of 
1856,  and  subsequently  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Vermont,  where 


he  continued  his  studies  for  two  years,  being 
graduated  with  the  class  oi  June,  1858.  He  took 
a  leading  part  in  the  commencement  exercises  and 
completed  his  course  with  honor. 

Dr.  Rogers  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Shaftsbury.  Vermont,  on  the  3d 
of  January,  1859.  He  remained  in  practice  in 
Shaftsbury  until  the  first  of  July,  1883,  when  he 
came  to  Bennington  and  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  Edward  N.  Morgan,  whom  he  suc- 
ceeded at  the  latter's  death. 

Dr.  Rogers  was  one  of  the  most  capable  and 
skilled  physicians  that  have  ever  been  connected 
with  the  medical  fraternity  of  this  portion  of  the 
state.  He  was  the  loved  family  physician  in 
many  a  household,  and  his  practice  was  of  a  very 
important  character.  He  had  a  larger  number 
of  difficult  surgical  cases  than  usually  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  country  physician.  It  was  his  desire 
in  later  years  to  put  aside  the  arduous  duties  of 
his  calling,  but  he  found  this  almost  impossible 
because  his  patrons  were  so  loath  to  employ  an- 
other physician.  In  1865  he  became  secretary 
of  the  Bennington  County  Medical  Society,  and 
in  1873  was  made  treasurer  of  the  Bennington 
County  and  Hoosick  Medical  Society.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  Union  Medical 
Society,  and  was  also  an  honored  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  in  which  he  served  as  one 
of  the  board  of  censors  and  as  vice  president, 
and  in  1897  was  unanimously  elected  president. 
In  t88i  he  was  active  in  establishing  the  state 
board  of  health,  and  was  always  much  interested 
in  its  work,  as  well  as  in  the  work  of  the  State 
Sanitary  Association,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  board  of  managers.  For  a  number  of  vears 
he  was  connected  with  the  local  board  of  health, 
and  for  a  long  time  served  as  its  president.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the 
county  board  of  pension  examiners,  and  was  at- 
tending physician  for  the  Soldiers'  Home  from 
its  organization  until  he  was  called  to  his  final 
rest.  One  of  his  last  professional  visits,  made 
on  the  day  of  his  death,  was  in  answer  to  a  call 
from  that  institution. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  1861,  Dr.  Rogers 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Desmond, 
and  for  almost  thirty-eight  years  they  traveled 
life's  journey  happily  together,  sharing  with  each 
other  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity  and  pros- 
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perity.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
but  the  only  son  died  December  17,  1864,  at  the 
age  of  nine  months,  and  the  eldest  daughter, 
Helen,  passed  away  March  13,  1893.  She  was 
a  highly  accomplished  young  lady,  widely  known 
as  a  teacher,  and  her  untimely  death  was  a  sad 
blow  to  The  household.  Three  daughters  yet 
survive:  Anna  D.,  who  took  her  sister's  place 
in  the  Bennington  high  school  in  1893;  Susan  I., 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  local  insurance  office  of 
A.  P.  Quids ;  and  Laura  M.,  who  is  attending 
college  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  On  the 
4th  of  January,  1899,  the  family  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  wife  and  mother,  and  it 
was  on  January  22,  1900,  that  Dr.  Rogers  passed 
from  this  life.  In  speaking  of  his  death  a  local 
paper  said : 

"The  mid-winter  evening  had  hardly  set  in 
when  the  familiar  form  of  Dr.  Lyman  Rogers, 
for  the  last  time,  passed  along  the  main  thorough- 
fare of  onr  village.  He  was  going  home  to  re- 
main but  a  few  minutes,  for  a  messenger  awaited 
him  there.  Soon  after  reaching  the  house,  he 
sank  into  a  chair  and  his  earthly  career  peacefully 
ended.  Quickly  sped  the  sad  intelligence  through 
the  village  and  nearby  hamlets,  while  over  the 
wires  the  electric  current  carried  the  sad  news 
of  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  phy- 
sicians in  Vermont,  and  one  of  the  most  beloved 
in  this  section  of  our  state.  While  for  a  year 
or  more  it  was  noticed  that  Dr.  Rogers  was  not 
at  his  best,  physically,  yet  it  was  but  a  short  time 
ago  that  the  seriousness  of  his  condition  became 
generally  known.  The  death  of  a  loving  daugh- 
ter, richly  endowed  intellectually,  which  sad 
event  occurred  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  first 
blow  to  weaken  a  constitution  apparently  of  iron 
strength.  This  affliction  was  followed  later  by 
another — the  passing  from  earth  of  his  devoted 
wife,  who  so  steadfastly  ministered  to  his  every 
comfort  and  brightened  his  home.  Fond  of 
home  and  its  companionships,  the  break  in  the 
family  circle  told  heavily  upon  one  of  his  nature, 
and  while  ever  pleasant,  there  was  yet  a  certain 
sadness  in  his  man  nor  that  was  unmistakable 
since  his  bereavement.  Monday  last,  feeling 
much  better,  he  visited  for  a  short  time  at  one  of 
the  homes  in  Old  Bennington  on  the  Hill,  a 
home  where  his  presence  was  always  welcome, 
and  where  for  years  his  professional  skill  had 
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been  often  in  demand.  He  seemed  bright  and 
cheerful,  and  those  with  whom  he  visited  were 
encouraged  to  think  that  the  day  of  his  departure 
was  yet  far  off.  As  he  was  taking  leave  of  those 
made  so  glad  by  his  coming,  he  bade  each  one 
good  bye,  they  little  thinking  that  it  was  his  last 
farewell,  but  perhaps  the  experienced  physician 
realized,  as  we  must  sooner  or  later,  that 

"  'This  is  not  my  place  for  resting, 

Mine's  a  city  yet  to  come, 
Onward  to  it  I  am  hastening. 

On  to  my  eternal  home.'  " 

Dr.  Rogers  contributed  largely  to  the  im- 
provement and  progress  of  Bennington  in  many 
ways.  For  six  years  he  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Bennington  graded  schools  and  was  president 
of  the  board  for  three  years  nf  that  time.  In 
1895  he  was  instrumental  in  forming  a  literary 
and  social  club,  and  in  naming  it,  in  honor  of 
Governor  Tichenor,  the  Tichcnor  Club,  which 
became  one  of  the  leading  associations  of  Ben- 
nington. In  1864  he  became  a  member  of  Mt. 
Anthony  Lodge  No.  13,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  was 
ever  an  exemplary  representative  of  the  craft. 
One  who  knew  him  long  and  intimately  said  of 
him :  "He  was  of  a  kindly  disposition,  and  had 
a  very  wide  circle  of  friends.  His  skill  in  his 
profession  was  also  acknowledged  by  his  brother 
practitioners.  Dr.  Rogers  was  always  kindly  dis- 
posed toward  the  younger  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  often  took  much  pains  to  introduce 
(hem  in  practice.  He  was  a  man  whose  opinions 
were  respected,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
both  by  patient  and  friend  was  deep." 

WILLIAM  BROWN. 

In  giving  the  history  of  the  town  of  Berlin. 
Vermont,  one  must  give  a  conspicuous  place  to 
the  name  of  William  Brown,  who  has  ever  been 
prominent  in  the  welfare  of  his  community,  and 
is  one  of  its  prosperous  and  progressive  farmers. 
Daniel  C.  Brown,  his  father,  married  Anna  Bix- 
by,  and  was  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Fayston, 
this  state,  until  1 855 ;  he  then  located  at  Water- 
bury,  Vermont,  and  remained  there  until  1865, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Berlin,  where 
he  followed  farming  all  the  remainder  of  his  act- 
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ivc  career.  In  1889  lie  retired,  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  quiet  in  Northfield,  where  he 
died  in  March,  1891.  His  wife  survives,  living 
With  her  son-in-law,  Horace  W.  Strong,  in  the 
town  of  Berlin.  The  children  of  these  parents 
were  as  follows :  Malissa  married  Edward  Handy, 
of  South  Wareham,  Massachusetts;  Lydia  mar- 
ried Rev.  N.  W.  Chase,  and  resides  in  Boulder, 
Colorado:  William  is  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy ;  Wilher  married,  first.  Emma  L.  Dewey, 
who  died  September  18,  1884,  and  on  June  7, 
1886.  he  was  married  to  Cora  Brooks;  he  was 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Berlin,  and  is  now 
deceased.  Hosa  N.  is  married,  and  lives  in  Mont- 
pelicr,  Vermont :  Ella  married  Horace  W.  Strong, 
and  lives  in  the  town  of  Berlin. 

The  birth  of  William  Brown,  the  son  of  the 
alwve  parents,  occurred  in  the  town  of  Fayston, 
Washington  county,  on  the  19th  of  September, 
1845.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  in  Waterbury.  His  life  has  been 
passed  in  the  quiet  activity  of  farming,  and  he 
has  resided  in  Berlin  since  his  father  located  there 
in  1865;  he  possesses  a  fine  farm  not  far  from 
Berlin  Corners,  and  there  engages  in  general 
farming  and  in  dairying,  being  a  man  who  has 
been  successful  through  close  application  to  busi- 
ness and  by  good  management. 

His  wife,  whom  he  married  March  21,  i860, 
was  Mary  Dewey,  whose  parents  were  William 
and  Hannah  (Hurlbert)  Dewey,  of  Berlin,  the 
father  being  born  in  Berlin,  and  the  mother  in 
Hanover.  New  Hampshire.  Five  children  have 
been  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown.  Arthur  Car- 
rol was  bom  July  9,  1870;  he  married  Sarah  Lin- 
field,  ami  lives  in  the  town  of  Berlin.  Charles 
Dewey,  who  was  l>orn  February  28.  1872.  re- 
sides with  his  parents.  Mabel  Hannah,  born 
October  29.  1X75,  marked  George  K.  Bosworth, 
and  resides  in  WilhamMown.  Mary  E.  was  born 
Oc tolier  21.  1878,  and  married  George  W.  Will- 
iams, now  living  in  the  town  of  Berlin.  Wilbur 
F,  who  was  born  February  13.  t88t,  is  still  on 
his  father's  farm. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  Republican  ;  his  fellow  citi- 
zens have  several  times  chosen  him  to  the  office 
of  lister,  and  he  has  served  in  the  responsible  j>osi- 
tions  of  town  auditor  and  school  director.  Like 
his  parents  and  grandparents,  he  was  brought 
up  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  church,  but.  as 


there  was  no  church  of  that  denomination  at 
Berlin  Corners,  he  joined  the  Congregational 
church.  He  is  quiet  and  unassuming,  but  his 
successful  career  is  proof  of  the  sterling  nature 
of  his  character,  and  he  enjoys  the  respect  of  his 
townsmen  and  neighbors. 

WARREN  F.  PARKS. 

Warren  F.  Parks,  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
excellent  citizen  of  North  Hero,  Grand  Isle  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  is  a  native  of  the  state  and  a  de- 
scendant of  old  and  honored  families.  Elihu 
Parks,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  pioneer  set- 
tler at  North  Hero,  where  he  made  an  excellent 
farm  and  established  a  tannery.  His  wife's  name 
was  Hannah.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalis? church,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living,  Mrs.  Lucy  Hazen.  of 
North  Hero,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Knisley. 

Fuoul,  son  of  Elihu  and  Hannah  Parks,  was 
born  in  North  Hero.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  in  his  native  village  and  in  a 
private  school  in  Canada,  where  he  acquired 
knowledge  of  the  French  language.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  fanner  and  general  merchant  in 
North  Hero,  Vermont.  Later  he  was  agent  at 
Troy,  New  York,  and  Scranton,  Pennsylvania, 
for  a  sewing  machine  manufactory.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  served  as  selectman, 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  was  run  over  by  an  electric  car,  and  passed 
the  last  days  of  his  life  with  his  son.  Warren 
F.  Parks,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Russell,  a  daughter 
of  William  Russell ;  her  father  was  an  early  set- 
tler at  North  Hero,  and  was  owner  of  two  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  Of  this  marriage  were  born 
six  children,  of  whom  four  are  living:  Fred  W. ; 
William  F. ;  Lillian,  who  married  Charles  Ames ; 
and  Jane.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  a 
mcmlier  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
she  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  vcars. 

Warren  F.  Parks,  second  child  of  Fuoul  and 
Elizabeth  (Russell)  Parks,  was  born  in  North 
Hero,  July  29.  1862.  He  worked  upon  a  farm  and 
attended  the  neighborhood  school  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  his  venturesome 
spirit  moved  him  to  go  to  the  far  west,  and  he 
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passed  four  years  in  Wyoming,  teaming  for  one 
year,  and  ranching  for  the  remainder  of  the  time. 
Returning  to  his  native  place,  he  worked  as  a 
farm  laborer  for  three  years,  and  then  made  a 
business  of  renting  and  managing  farms.  In 
this  calling  he  has  proved  successful,  having  now 
under  his  control  three  farms  of  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  has  also  added  to 
his  usefulness  and  to  his  income  as  a  skillful 
breaker  of  horses  and  a  veterinary  surgeon.  He 
is  earnest  in  the  discharge  of  public  duties,  and 
has  served  acceptably  in  the  position  of  select- 
man. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  district  committeeman.  He  is  liberal  in 
his  religious  views. 

Mr.  Parks  was  married  June  22,  1887,  to  Miss 
Leona  Cory,  and  of  this  marriage  were  born  two 
children,  Cora  Susie  and  Claude  Sylvan.  Mrs. 
Parks  is  a  daughter  of  Melvin  and  Caroline  Ger- 
bctt,  of  Grand  Isle.  Her  father  was  formerly  an 
express  company  clerk,  and  in  later  years  a  far- 
mer. During  the  Civil  war  he  served  faithfully, 
ranking  as  sergeant.  He  was  the  father  of  six 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living:  William  E. : 
Leona,  who  is  wife  of  Warren  F.  Parks ;  Flora, 
who  married  James  Stanton,  of  Lake  Placid,  New 
York;  and  Marion,  who  resides  in  Burlington, 
Vermont.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  de- 
ceased, both  having  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years. 

JOHN*  HARRIS  RATON. 

John  Harris  Eaton,  an  enterprising  agricul- 
turist of  Marshfield,  Vermont,  and  who  has  occu- 
pied positons  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  commun- 
ity, is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  fami- 
lies of  Massachusetts,  the  name  of  Eaton  being 
a  familiar  one  in  the  colonial  history  of  that  state. 
Joseph  Eaton,  the  first  ancestor  of  whom  we 
liave  any  record,  and  great-grandfather  of  John 
Harris  Eaton,  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Massachu- 
setts, and  married  a  Miss  Jane  True.  He  died 
January  15,  1776.  at  Ilawkc,  New  Hampshire. 

Joseph  True  Eaton,  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane 
(True)  Eaton,  was  l>orn  in  the  town  of  Hawkc 
(now  Danville),  New  Hampshire,  April  3.  1758. 
He  removed  from  Danville.  New  Hampshire,  in 
June,  1806,  to  the  town  of  Washington.  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  and  in  1825  to  Marshfield, 


Washington  county,  Vermont,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  where  his  grandson,  John  Harris  Eaton, 
now  lives.  He  married  Mehitablc  Eastman,  born 
March  30,  1767.  Their  children  were:  Sally, 
born  April  5.  1792,  died  in  East  Corinth,  Maine, 
May  9,  1855 ;  Moses,  born  May  3,  1795,  died  at 
Danville,  Pennsylvania,  in  March,  1828;  Jane, 
born  January  18,  1797,  died  at  Corinth,  Vermont, 
June  5,  1826;  Betsey,  bom  November  25.  1798, 
died  at  Williamstown.  Vermont,  Octobej  17, 
1883;  Joseph,  bom  September  1,  1801 ;  Edward, 
bom  January  21,  1804,  died  October  28,  1834; 
True,  born  November  16,  1806,  died  in  Cali- 
fornia, June  13.  1863.  Joseph  True  Eaton  died 
November  22.  r845,  and  his  wife  died  September 
22,  1850,  at  East  Corinth,  Maine. 

Joseph  Eaton,  son  of  Joseph  True  and  Me- 
hitable  ( Eastman  \  Eaton,  was  born  in  Hawke, 
now  Danville,  New  Hampshire,  September  I, 
1 80 1.  When  the  boy  was  about  five  years  old, 
his  father  removed  to  the  town  of  Washington, 
Orange  county,  Vermont,  and  there  he  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools.  He  was 
doubly  equipped  for  the  battle  of  life,  for,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  agricultural  training  which  he  received 
on  the  farm,  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  acquir- 
ing it,  no  doubt,  in  the  thorough  manner  of  those 
days,  which  was  by  apprenticeship.  For  a  time 
he  worked  at  his  trade  in  Stafford,  Vermont,  and 
in  1828  purchased  his  father  s  farm  in  the  town 
of  Marshfield,  and  adopted  farming  as  the  busi- 
ness of  his  life,  devoting  himself  to  it  with  great 
success.  In  politics  Mr.  Eaton  belonged  to  that 
branch  of  the  Democratic  party  known  as  Jack- 
son Democrats,  and  was  a  mcml>er  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  He  married,  January  25,  1830.  at 
Stafford,  Vermont.  Judith  Gove,  born  March  14, 
i8o8,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Gove,  of  Stafford.  Vermont.  Their  children 
were:  John  Harris,  born  January  3,  1831 ;  Eme- 
line,  l»orn  September  23,  1832,  married  Levi  Be- 
mis.  and  died  August  10,  1873;  Samuel  Moses, 
bom  May  1.  1835,  'lic('  August  26,  1876;  Na- 
thaniel Joseph,  born  September  23,  1837,  who  re- 
sides with  his  brother,  John  Harris,  on  the  home- 
stead. Mr.  Joseph  Eaton  died  July  6,  1848,  and 
his  wife  survived  him  nearly  thirty  years,  dying 
April  30,  1877. 

John  Harris  Eaton,  son  of  Joseph  and  Judith 
(Gove)  Eaton,  was  born  on  the  homestead,  in 
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the  town  of  Marshfield,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, January  3,  1831,  and  received  the  educa- 
tion which  has  fitted  so  many  men  to  become  use- 
ful and  honored  citizens,  that  of  the  district 
school.  He  remained  on  the  homestead,  inherit- 
ing the  taste  of  his  ancestors  for  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  succeeded  in  time  to  the  ownership  of 
the  farm,  and  in  its  cultivation  lias  devoted  him- 
self to  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  neighbors  have  testified 
to  their  confidence  in  him  by  electing  him  to  the 
offices  of  lister,  selectman  and  trustee  of  the 
Jaquith  Cemetery  Fund.  He  was  made  a  member 
of  Aurora  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Montpciier, 
Vermont. 

ISAAC  J.  BROW  N. 

Isaac  John  Brown,  now  a  resident  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business,  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in 
Jericho,  Chittenden  county,  October  2.  1835.  He 
is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Francis  Brown  (1),  who  came  from  England  to 
Boston,  June  26,  1637,  on  the  ship  Hector.  From 
Boston  Francis  Frown  went,  August  31,  1637, 
with  Thcophilus  Eaton  and  others,  to  Quimipiac, 
now  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  there,  with  six 
others,  he  was  left  by  Eaton  to  make  preparations 
for  the  coming  of  others  of  the  Hector's  passen- 
gers the  next  spring.  (Atwater's  "History  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Haven.  ')  He  was  a  land- 
holder, and  prominent  in  town  and  church  affairs. 
He  was  a  sworn  constable  in  court,  October,  1663, 
and  deputy  to  the  general  court  under  the  charter 
of  Connecticut.  May,  1665,  1667,  and  Octo- 
ber, 1668.  He  married  and  was  the  father  of 
four  sons,  Eleazer.  Samuel,  Ebenezer  and  John. 

Ebenezer  (2),  third  of  the  four  sons  of  Francis 
Brown,  died  at  New  Haven  in  December,  1668. 
His  son,  Joseph  (3),  born  in  1716,  went  from 
Connecticut  to  Vermont,  and  was  the  first  settler 
at  what  came  to  be  known  as  Jericho.  His  name 
was  given  to  Brown's  river.  He  was  taken  with 
his  family,  by  the  Indians,  to  Montreal.  Canada, 
where  he  was  held  prisoner  by  the  British  for 
three  years.  He  was  a  large  landholder.  He 
married  Hannah  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  1728 
and  died  January  1.  i$o6.  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Ebenezer  Johnson,  of  Derby,  Connecticut. 


Charles  (4),  son  of  Joseph  (3),  was  born  in 
1760.  and  died  March  26,  1826.  He  married 
Clara  Hitchcock,  who  died  April  22,  1867.  Their 
children  were :  Johnson,  born  in  1788,  died  in 
1820;  Hannah,  born  in  1790;  Rachel,  born  in 
1793 ;  Luther,  born  in  1795 ;  Electa,  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1799,  died  in  1836;  Lucretia,  born  May 
16,  1802;  Zina  Hitchcock,  born  December  27, 
1805;  Lucinda,  born  April  24,  1810:  Josiah,  born 
May  5,  1814. 

Zina  Hitchcock  Brown  (5),  seventh  child  and 
third  son  of  Charles  (4),  was  born  in  Jericho, 
Vermont;  he  died  at  Underhili,  Vermont,  April 
23,  1867.  He  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics 
until  the  dissolution  of  that  party,  when  his  ab- 
horrence for  human  slavery  and  his  love  for  the 
union  of  the  states  made  him  an  original  Repub- 
lican, when  the  j>arty  was  organized  in  1856.  He 
married  Abigail  Dustin  Bourn  August  17,  1814. 
died  September  8,  1878,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  John, 
and  Abiah  (Page)  Bourn.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  original  settlers  of  Underbill,  Vermont. 

Isaac  John  Brown  (6),  son  of  Zina  Hitch- 
cock and  Abigail  Dustin  (Bourn)  Brown,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in 
the  academies  at  Franklin  anil  Swanton.  Leaving 
school  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  served 
as  clerk  in  various  stores  in  Swanton  and  Bur- 
lington, and  in  1856  went  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  which  he 
has  successfully  prosecuted  to  the  present  time 
in  that  city,  New  York  city  and  Boston,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years  during  the  Civil  war 
period,  when  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. He  was  for  some  years  president  of  the 
Hyde  Park  (Massachusetts)  Savings  Bank.  He 
attends  the  Congregational  church,  and  his  po- 
litical affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  never  been  ambitous  for  political  distinc- 
tion, and  has  held  but  one  elective  office,  that  of 
selectman  in  the  town  of  Hyde  Park,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  May  3,  186/1,  at  Un- 
derbill, Vermont,  to  Miss  Harriet  Diedamia 
Wires,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Martin  and  Eveline 
W.  Wires.  Three  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage : 

Frederick  Wires  Brown,  born  October  11, 
1867.  at  Underbill,  Vermont,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
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Roxbury  (Massachusetts)  Latin  School,  and  of 
Harvard,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1891,  in  course,  and  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in  1894. 
He  is  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts. He  married,  June  18,  1895,  Maud,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Timothy  Wright  Hoxie,  of  Boston,  who 
was  a  native  of  Pownal.  Vermont. 

William  Paul  Brown,  born  Jaunary  12,  1871, 
in  Hvde  Park.  Massachusetts,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Hyde  Park  high  school  and  of  Bryant  &  Strat- 
um's Commercial  College,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He 
married,  in  October,  1897,  Abby  RichmonJ,  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Wright  Hoxie. 

Walter  Stanley  Brown,  born  November  1, 
1881,  at  Hyde  Park,  is  a  graduate  of  Chauncy 
Hall  School,  Boston,  and  is  now  (1903)  a  junior 
in  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  He 
is  unmarried. 

COLONEL  WILLIAM  H.  H.  SLACK. 

Colonel  William  H.  H.  Slack,  a  prominent 
mill-owner  and  manufacturer  of  Springfield, 
Vermont,  belongs  to  a  family  of  English  origin, 
which  has  been,  for  at  least  a  century  and  a  half, 
represented  in  New  England.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather  of  Colonel  Slack  lived  at  Jaf- 
frev,  New  Hampshire,  where,  it  may  easily  be 
imagined,  he  led,  at  that  early  period,  the  ad- 
venturous life  of  a  pioneer.  His  children  were: 
Joel,  who  lived  on  what  is  called  Slack's  Hill, 
at  Plymouth.  Vermont,  where  he  was  a  farmer; 
Levi,  who  was  an  extensive  operator  of  mills  at 
Bridgewater,  Vermont,  and  became  a  wealthy 
man ;  and  John.  The  father  of  these  sons  fell 
a  victim  to  one  of  the  many  perils  of  frontier  life, 
a  tree  which  he  had  chopped  down  falling  upon 
him,  and  causing  speedy  death. 

John  Slack,  son  of  the  pioneer  ancestor  men- 
tioned above,  was  born  at  Jaffrey,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in 
the  town  of  Springfield,  Vermont.  In  1805  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  which  his  son,  John  A., 
father  of  Colonel  Slack,  now  resides.  It  is  called 
the  "River  View  Farm,"  and  is  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  Black  river.  He  married  Hannah 
Taylor,  and  his  children  were:    Sally,  Emily, 


John  A.  and  Hannah.  He  died  on  his  farm  in 
Springfield. 

John  A.  Slack,  son  of  John  and  Hannah- 
(Taylor)  Slack,  was  born  December  28,  1818, 
in  Springfield,  and  was  educated  in  the  Kimball 
Union  Academy  at  Meriden,  New  Hampshire. 
His  youth  was  spent  jn  assisting  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  went  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  mills  as  a  carder.  Returning  to 
Springfield,  he  engaged  once  more  in  farming, 
and  at  the  same  time  worked  in  cotton  mills  in 
that  place.  In  1846  he  became  a  machinist,  fol- 
lowing that  occupation  in  connection  with  the 
Parker  &  Woolson  Machine  Company  at  Spring- 
field. In  his  early  life  Mr.  Slack  was  a  Whig,  his 
first  vote  having  been  cast  for  General  William 
Henry  Harrison,  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe.  Subse- 
quently he  became  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  Mr.  Slack  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  with  which  he  united  fifty  years 
ago.  He  married,  January  I,  1843,  at  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  Mary  Ann  McAllister,  of  Frye- 
burg,  Maine.  Their  children  are:  William  H. 
H.,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter;  Frances  A., 
born  August  27,  1848,  who  married  Professor  J. 
W.  Freley,  of  Wells  College,  at  Aurora,  New 
York ;  Mary  E.,  born  April  6,  1855,  who  became 
the  wife  of  W.  R.  Jacobs;  and  John  T,  also 
mentioned  below.  Mr.  Slack  now  lives  in  retire- 
ment on  the  homestead,  having  withdrawn  some 
time  since  from  the  active  duties  of  a  successful 
machinist. 

William  H.  H.  Slack,  son  of  John  A.  and 
Mary  Ann  (McAllister)  Slack,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 21,  1844,  in  the  town  of  Springfield,  Vermont 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  village  and  in  the  Springfield  Sem- 
inary. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  ma- 
chine shop  of  Clark  &  Woolson  in  order  to  learn 
the  trade,  which  he  followed  but  a  short  time, 
when  the  country  was  startled  by  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war.  September  1,  1862,  Colonel  Slack 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Sixteenth  Vermont 
Regiment,  Company  E,  for  a  term  of  nine  months^ 
and  went  out  under  the  command  of  General  w! 
E.  Veazey  and  Captain  A.  C.  Mason.  This  regi- 
ment participated  in  the  three  days'  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  and  was  mustered  out  at  the  end  of 
the  term  of  enlistment,  August  16,  1863,  at  Brat- 
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tleboro,  Vermont  On  returning  to  civil  life, 
Colonel  Slack  resumed,  for  a  few  years,  his  trade 
of  a  machinist,  and  in  iSyi,  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Ellison,  established  himself  in  business  as  a 
manufacturer  of  shoddy.  His  association  with 
Mr.  Ellison  continued  for  four  years,  and  later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  John  T. 
Slack.  The  firm  has  the  largest  shoddy  mill  in 
this  country,  and  is  probably  not  excelled  by  any 
in  the  world.  Their  bulidings  cover  a  space  of 
several  acres,  their  mills  being  operated  by  com- 
bined water  and  electric  power  of  one  thousand 
horsepower.  They  also  have  an  auxiliary  of 
steam  of  three  hundred  horsepower.  They  cm- 
ploy  one  hundred  people,  and  their  product  is 
disposed  of  by  woolen  manufacturers.  The  raw 
material  for  the  manufacture  of  this  shoddy  is 
collected  all  over  the  country,  being  obtained 
through  jobbers,  and  is  afterward  assorted  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacture.  The  process  is  an 
interesting  and  complex  one,  and  there  are  many 
steps  in  the  purifying,  assorting  and  carding  of 
this  raw  material  before  it  is  ready  for  the  fac- 
tory'- The  firm  are  at  the  present  time  increasing 
the  capacity  of  their  mills  by  the  erection  of  an- 
other large  building,  which  will  give  employment 
to  several  additional  people.  In  the  process  of 
reducing  woolen  rags  to  the  original  woolen  con- 
dition, they  operate  fourteen  picking  machines. 
Colonel  Slack  and  his  brother,  John  T.  Slack, 
own  the  Springfield  Electric  Light  Company, 
which  they  organized  three  years  ago,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  capital  of  S25.000.  which  has  since 
been  doubled,  all  of  which  stock  they  own.  Col- 
onel Slack  is  president  of  this  company,  and  his 
brother  is  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  Frank 
Barney  being  sujierintendent.  The  plant  is  oper- 
ated by  both  water  and  steam  j)ower,  and  gives 
a  first-class  day  and  night  service  to  the  village. 

In  politics  Colonel  Slack  follows  the  traditions 
of  his  family,  bcing^  an  active  memlier  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  The  high  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  the  reliance 
which  they  place  upon  his  ability  to  serve  them 
in  a  public  capacity,  are  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  in  1888  he  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, and  in  1890  to  the  senate.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  military  committee  of  the  house,  and 
was  at  the  head  of  the  committee  on  manufactures 
in  the  senate.    He  has  also  acted  as  a  delegate 


to  various  political  conventions,  both  state  and 
national.  He  served  as  aide-de-camp,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel,  on  the  staff  of  Governor  E.  S. 
Page.  He  is  a  member  of  Jarvis  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  which  he  was  the  first  commander,  having 
served  several  terms  in  that  capacity,  and  also 
acted  as  delegate  to  the  national  encampment 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  affiliating  with 
St.  John  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Bellows  Falls 
Commander)-. 

Colonel  Slack  married  Anna  M.,  daughter  of 
Michael  Corbett,  a  farmer  of  Springfield.  They 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  named  children: 
( t )  H.  Carlton  was  educated  in  Boston,  and  after- 
ward received  a  thorough  musical  training  in 
Europe,  studying  in  Florence,  Italy,  and  in  Paris, 
his  preceptors  being  Vinini,  the  celebrated  vocal- 
ist, and  Librealia.  Subsequently  he  studied  under 
Rendcgo  in  london.  Mr.  Slack  is  a  vocal  teacher, 
and  resides  at  131  Tremont  street,  Boston.  He 
married  a  lady  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  whom 
he  met  in  Paris,  where  she,  as  well  as  himself, 
was  taking  voice  culture  and  pursuing  musical 
studies.  She  became  a  celebrated  soprano.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Slack  have  two  children,  Carlton  and 
Theodore  Wyman.  (2)  W.  W.  married  Miss 
Montgomery,  of  Springfield,  Vermont.  They 
have  one  son,  Wilson,  .who  is  a  bookkeeper  in  his 
father's  office.  (3)  J.  Milton  is  a  member  of  the 
freshman  class  of  the  scientific  department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont.  (4)  There  is  one  daugh- 
ter, Virginia  F. 

John  T.  Slack,  son  of  John  A.  and  Mary  Ann 
(McAllister)  Slack,  was  born  August  3. '1857, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Spring- 
field. He  was  then  employed  in  the  shoddy  mill 
of  his  brother,  Colonel  William  II.  H.  Slack,  with 
whom  he  subsequently  formed  a  partnership,  the 
establishment  being  thenceforth  conducted  under 
the  title  of  W.  H.  H.  Slack  &  Brother.  The  large 
proportions  to  which  the  business  of  this  firm 
has  attained,  and  the  great  success  which  has  at- 
tended it,  are  due,  in  large  measure,  to  the  com- 
bined ability,  enterprise  and  strict  integrity  of 
both  the  senior  and  junior  partners.  The  annual 
receipts  of  the  firm  amount  to  over  one  million 
dollars.  Mr.  Slack  is  also  associated  with  his 
brother  in  the  ownership  of  the  Springfield  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  in  which  he  holds  the  offices 
of  secretary  and  treasurer.   This  enterprise  is  in 
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an  extremely  flourishing  condition  financially,  and 
is  also  a  source  of  great  benefit  to  the  village  of 
Springfield.  Mr.  Slack  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  with  which  his  family,  for  two 
generations,  have  been  allied,  and  in  which  they 
have  rendered  active  and  conspicuous  service.  He 
belongs  to  St.  John  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mr.  Slack  married  Lillie,  daughter  of  Ros- 
well  Bowman,  of  Springfield.  The  home  of  Mr. 
Slack,  which  was  built  after  his  own  plans  and 
his  own  ideas,  is  conceded  to  be  the  handsomest 
residence  in  Springfield.  In  its  construction  and 
appointments  it  testifies,  not  merely  to  the  wealth, 
but  to  the  refined  taste  of  the  owner,  and  to  his 
appreciation  of  domestic  comfort  and  quiet  ele- 
gance. From  an  architectural  standpoint,  it  is 
probably  one  of  the  most  artistic  dwellings  to  be 
found  in  the  state  of  Vermont. 

AARON  DAVIS. 

Aaron  Davis,  deceased,  characterized  by  keen 
perceptive  faculties  anil  sound  business  judgment, 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  his  native  town 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  career,  and 
for  many  years  holding  offices  of  public  trust,  in 
which  he  gained  a  position  of  unusual  influence 
among  his  townsmen  and  the  residents  of  the 
neighboring  towns  by  the  able  discharge  of  his 
duties,  was  born  March  12,  1825,  and  was  next 
to  the  youngest  of  nine  children  Iwrn  to  Nathan 
Davis,  a  prominent  and  prosperous  agriculturist, 
who  resided  on  the  West  Hill. 

The  educational  advantages  enjoyed  by  Aaron 
Davis  were  obtained  by  attendance  at  the  dis- 
trict school  during  the  winter  sessions  and  a 
term  or  two  at  the  select  school  in  the  village. 
His  first  business  experience  was  gained  in  the 
capacity  of  a  school  teacher,  which  position  he 
filled  for  several  winters  with  a  large  degree  of 
success.  His  next  occupation  was  driving  a  team 
in  the  town  of  Lowell,  and  after  a  year  spent  in 
this  manner  he  entered  the  provision  store  of 
Jonathan  Smith  in  Giclsea,  Vermont,  where  he 
was  employed  as  clerk.  In  July,  1848,  Mr.  Smith 
died,  and  Mr.  Davis  succeeded  to  the  business  and 
to  the  office  of  postmaster,  of  which  Mr.  Smith 
was  the  incumbent  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Mr. 
Davis  held  the  postmastership  until  the  following 
year,  when  the  administration  changed  and  he 


was  relieved  from  the  position.  He  then  took 
John  Wyman  into  partnership  and  the  business 
was  continued  until  1854,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wyman  &  Davis.  In  that  year  the  New  England 
Protective  Union  store,  Division  640,  was  estab- 
lished, and  Mr.  Davis  received  the  appointment 
of  agent,  a  position  which  he  held  until  1864, 
when  he  and  the  late  Rufus  Hyde  purchased  the 
business.  This  combination  continued  up  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hyde's  decease,  which  occurred 
March  4,  1879,  after  which  Mr.  Davis  was  the 
sole  proprietor  for  many  years.  Besides  the  usual 
business  of  a  country  store,  which  was  large,  he 
dealt  extensively  in  farm  produce,  paying  the 
farmers  some  years  more  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  1853,  during  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  he  was  again  appointed  postmaster, 
and  retained  the  office  until  after  the  inauguration 
of  President  Lincoln.  This  brought  additional 
business,  and  during  these  years  Mr.  Davis  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  fortune  which  was  the 
sequel  of  honest  toil,  and  shrewd  and  careful 
management,  so  that  at  the  lime' of  his  death  he 
left  a  name  without  reproach  for  integrity  and 
honor.  On  the  establishment  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Oielsea,  in  1873,  Mr.  Davis  was  elected 
a  director,  and  was  an  active  manager  of  its  busi- 
ness until  his  decease. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Davis  gained  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and,  having  pos- 
sessed the  qualifications  of  counselor  and  judge  in 
practical  affairs,  his  services  were  much  sought 
and  valued  in  the  settlement  of  estates  and  of 
difficult  financial  matters.  He  took  a  prominent 
part  in  local  affairs,  being  elected  constable  in 
1850,  justice  of  the  peace  in  1862,  and.  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1869,  served  in  that  office 
until  his  death ;  in  1864  he  was  elected  selectman, 
and  by  continuous  re-election  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity till  his  death,  except  from  1869  to  1874. 
He  was  also  appointed  to  responsible  trusts  by 
the  county  court,  and  was  frequently  chosen  to 
administer  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  many 
of  them  large  and  important.  He  was  always 
dignified  in  his  bearing,  and  there  was  in  his 
demeanor  a  rare  blending  of  courtesy  with  re- 
serve and  a  fine  gentleness  united  with  a  straight- 
forward frankness.  Unusual  tact,  warm  sym- 
pathy, delicacv  of  speech,  and  a  quiet  but  win- 
ning cordiality  rendered  him  a  very'  welcome  corn- 
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pan  ion  in  society.  For  several  years  lie  was  an 
active  and  consistent  member,  also  a  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  church,  and  a  liberal  contribu- 
tor to  its  support:  he  was  regular  in  attendance 
at  the  Sabbath  service  and  more  frequently  pres- 
ent at  devotional  meetings  than  many  others 
whose  business  duties  were  far  less  urgent.  He 
•was  generous  in  his  judgments  of  his  brethren, 
and  appreciative  in  his  estimate  of  the  services  of 
his  pastor. 

Mr.  Davis  died  at  his  home  in  Chelsea,  Ver- 
mont, November  4,  1881,  survived  by  his  widow, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  George  L.  Stow,  and  two 
sons,  William  H.  and  Edward  Aaron  Davis.  Rev. 
William  H.  Davis,  the  son  of  a  former  wife  of 
Mr.  Davis,  was  born  April  22,  1851,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  Kimball  •Union  Academy,  Meriden,  New 
Hampshire,  Dartmouth  College,  class  of  '74,  and 
the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  of  New  York 
city,  from  which  institution  he  received  his  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  officiated  as  a 
minister  at  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  for  six  years, 
later  was  called  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he 
served  eleven  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1895 
became  the  pastor  of  the  Elliot  Congregational 
church  at  Newton,  Massachusetts.  He  is  a  man 
of  splendid  personal  appearance,  and  his  logic  and 
arguments  are  powerful  and  convincing.  He  is 
a  trustee  of  Dartmouth  College.  In  October,  1879, 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Davis  married  Emma  Giftord 
Meacham,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Meacham, 
the  brilliant  Congregationalist  minister  who 
served  from  1849  *°  '^5^  in  Congress,  from  Mid- 
dlebury,  Vermont.  Their  children  were :  Robert 
M.,  a  student  in  the  senior  class  of  Dartmouth 
College;  Mary  Wells,  a  student  in  the  Abbott 
Female  Seminary ;  and  Edward  Aaron  Davis. 

EDWARD  A.  DAVIS. 

Edward  A.  Davis,  prominently  identified  with 
the  financial,  political  and  social  interests  of  the 
town  of  Bethel.  Vermont,  where  he  is  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  cashier  of  the  White  River  Na- 
tional Bank,  was  born  at  Chelsea,  Vermont,  June 
18,  1865.  The  early  educational  advantages  en- 
joved  bv  Mr.  Davis  were  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chelsea,  and  this  was  supplemented  by 
a  course  of  study  at  St.  Johnsbury  Academy, 


from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1885. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan, 
where  for  three  years  he  was  employed  by  United 
States  Senator  Russell  A.  Alger.  During  a  \yor- 
tion  of  this  time  he  was  engaged  as  superinten- 
dent of  ranches  in  Mexico,  also  made  a  trip  to 
Europe  on  business  for  Mr.  Alger,  and  performed 
various  important  services,  which  were  often  of 
a  confidential  character.  After  the  expiration 
of  this  period  of  time  Mr.  Davis  returned  east 
and  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  in 
the  White  River  Junction  National  Bank,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  cashier,  John  L.  Bacon,  the 
present  treasurer  of  the  stale  of  Vermont.  After 
being  the  incumbent  of  this  office  for  three  years, 
Mr.  Davis  changed  his  place  of  residence  to 
Bethel,  Vermont,  and  accepted  the  cashiership 
of  the  White  River  National  Bank,  in  which  he  is 
also  a  director,  which  he  has  continued  to  occupy 
up  to  the  present  time  (^903).  He  is  also  a 
trustee  of  the  Whitcomb  High  School  Fund, 
which  represents  between  thirty  and  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Politically  Mr.  Davis  is  a  firm  advocate  of  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
appointed  fish  and  game  commissioner  for  the  state 
of  Vermont  by  Governor  W.  W.  Stickney,  and  re- 
appointed by  Governor  John  G.  McCu Hough.  He 
has  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in  political  cir- 
cles, being  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Fish 
and  Game  League,  the  most  important  political 
club  in  the  state.  In  his  capacity  of  secretary  of 
the  league  Mr.  Davis  had  the  honor  of  assuming 
charge  of  the  reception  given  to  Mr.  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  then  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  Fish  and  Game  Club  house  at  Isle 
Le  Mott,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  trip 
through  Vermont  in  iyoo.  Mr.  Davis  was  present 
in  the  office  of  the  Fish  and  Game  League,  and 
answered  the  telephone  call  which  announced  to 
Mr.  Roosevelt  the  first  news  of  the  terrible  catas- 
trophe which  finally  ended  the  life  of  the  late 
President  McKinlcy,  while  on  his  visit  to  the 
Pan  American  Exposition  at  Buffalo,  New  York- 
He  is  prominently  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  a  Knight  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  a 
Knight  Templar.  In  1892  Mr.  Davis  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine  O'Connell.  and 
one  child  has  been  born  to  them,  Edward  A. 
Davis. 
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CHARLES  E.  SHAW. 

Charles  E.  Shaw,  proprietor  of  the  Shaw  Tav- 
ern, at  Barnet,  was  born  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Ver- 
mont, October  io,  1863,  a  son  of  Albert  J.  and 
Frances  (Damon)  Shaw.  Having  obtained  an 
excellent  common  school  education  in  his  native 
town,  Mr.  Shaw  began  the  battle  of  life  on  his 
own  account  as  clerk  in  the  old  St.  Johnsbury 
Hotel,  remaining  there  three  years.  Desiring  then 
a  change  of  residence  and  occupation,  he  went  to 
Lynn,  Massachusetts,  where,  having  secured  a 
situation  as  clerk  in  a  carpet  store,  he  remained 
for  twelve  years,  laboring  faithfully  for  the  firm's 
interests  as  well  as  his  own,  and  giving  eminent 
satisfaction  to  his  employers.  Returning  to  Ver- 
mont in  1898,  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Barnet,  meeting  with  such  success  that  two  years 
later,  in  1900,  he  purchased  the  fine  and  well 
equipped  house  that  he  now  occupies.  It  is  well 
located,  its  environments  being  pleasant  and  pic- 
turesque, and.  under  the  genial  management  of 
Mr.  Shaw,  who  takes  pleasure  in  personally  at- 
tending to  the  comfort  of  his  guests,  has  become 
widely  and  favorably  known  to  the  traveling  pub- 
lic, and  is  most  generously  patronized.  In  con- 
nection with  his  hotel,  he  also  carries  on  an  ex- 
cellent livery  business  for  a  country  village.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Republican,  and  farternally  is  a 
member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

Mr.  Shaw  married,  November  28,  1891,  Car- 
rie M.  Gaskill,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Rebecca  (Kirk)  Gaskill.  Two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Rodney  A. 
and  Earl  J. 

REV.  JOHN  ALOYSIUS  LYNCH. 

Rev.  Lynch,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at 
Dorset,  Vermont,  is  a  native  of  the  state  and  one 
of  her  sons  of  whom  she  may  be  proud.  His 
parents,  John  ami  Mary  (Crotiin)  Lynch,  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  settled  in  Vermont  in  early 
life.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  August 
11,  1868,  in  South  Wheelock,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  among  the  humble  surroundings  of  the 
farm,  partaking  in  its  la  tors  and  sharing  the 
hardships  of  rural  life.  Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  received  no  secular  instruction  beyond 
that  furnished  in  district  No.  7  of  his  native 
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town.  He  then  entered  Green  Mountain  Sem- 
inar)' at  Waterbury,  Vermont,  but  was  soon  com- 
pelled to  take  up  some  calling,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure means  of  pursuing  further  studies,  his  par- 
ents being  without  means  to  keep  him  in  school. 
For  a  period  of  five  years  he  worked  as  clothing 
salesman  and  bookkeeper,  in  the  service  of  G.  W. 
Simmons,  proprietor  of  the  large  clothing  estab- 
lishment in  Boston  still  conducted  under  the  name 
"Oak  Hall." 

In  the  meantime  fre  kept  up  his  studies  under 
a  private  tutor,  and  was  able  to  enter  the  Semin- 
ary of  Philosophy  at  Montreal,  whose  course  he 
completed,  and  then  went  to  St.  Mary's  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1897.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  and  entered  upon  his  work  as  as- 
sistant of  the  parish  at  Swanton,  Vermont,  where 
he  continued  six  months.  In  1898  he  took  charge 
of  the  English-speaking  parish,  St.  Aloysius,  at 
St.  Johnsbury,  which  then  had  a  partially  com- 
pleted house  of  worship.  Under  his  charge  the 
parish  prospered,  and  now  has  a  membership  of 
some  three  hundred  and  fifty  souls.  In  addition 
to  the  work  of  this  parish,  Father  Lynch  had 
charge  of  two  outside  missions,  Copperfield  and 
Lunenburg.  As  auxiliaries  to  his  church  work, 
he  has  been  accustomed  to  foster  literary  and 
other  societies  for  the  improvement  of  his  people, 
and  he  is  also  a  diligent  temperance  worker,  being 
now  secretary  of  the  state  branch  of  the  Catholic 
Total  Abstinence  Union  of  America.  In  this 
connection  he  delivers  frequent  lectures,  and  is 
an  active  factor  in  the  campaigns  against  the 
saloon  in  Vermont.  As  a  loyal  native,  who  has 
made  his  way  to  a  position  of  responsibility  and 
usefulness  in  the  state,  he  is  entitled  to  credit 
for  his  determination  and  perseverance,  as  well 
as  for  his  Christian  virtues. 

MELVIN  G.  MORSE. 

Melvin  G.  Morse,  a  young  and  talented  law- 
yer of  Hardwick,  was  born  February  27,  1873, 
in  Elmore,  Lamoille  county,  Vermont.  After  leav- 
ing the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  he 
was  graduated  from  the  People's  Academy  at 
Morrisville,  Vermont.  Deciding  then  upon  a  pro- 
fessional career,  he  studied  law  first  with  the 
late  Hon.  P.  K.  Gleed,  of  Morrisville.  then  in  the 
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office  of  Bates  &  May,  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont, 
subsequently  taking  a  special  course  in  die  law 
school  of  the  Boston  University.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1899,  and  immediately  lo- 
cated at  Hyde  Park,  Vermont. 

Not  being  satisfied  with  his  prospects  in  that 
place,  Mr.  Morse  settled  in  Hardwick  in  April. 
1900,  and  is  here  winning  success  in  his  legal 
work.  He  has  a  good  practice,  in  addition  car- 
ries on  a  substantial  business  as  a  fire,  life  and 
accident  insurance  agent,  representing  some  of  the 
leading  insurance  companies  of  New  England,  his 
office  being  in  the  Marshall  block.  He  is  like- 
wise the  local  agent  for  the  Connecticut  Building 
and  Loan  Association. 

GEORGE  W.  BLODGETT. 

Ever  since  the  first  term  of  General  Grant  in 
the  presidential  office  North  Randolph  lias  had 
the  same  postmaster,  which  would  seem  to  be 
proof  positive  that  the  incumbent  had  given  such 
satisfaction  as  to  defy  criticism  and  disarm  all 
opposition.  As  the  |K>stmastcr  comes  in  contact 
during  his  term  with  practically  every  one  in  his 
community,  and  as  the  chances  for  mistakes  are 
many,  it  is  certainly  a  tribute  to  the  urbanity 
as  well  as  business  tact  of  any  man  to  hold  such 
an  office  over  twenty  years,  but  this  praise  is  due 
to  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  But  this  is  not  the 
only  claim  of  Mr.  Blodgett  upon  the  good  will  and 
consideration  of  his  fellow  citizens,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  these  biographical  notes,  and  during  a 
career  of  many  years  in  Orange  county  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  there  are  but  few  in  its  confines  who 
do  not  known  him  and  none  that  do  not  esteem 
him. 

His  familv  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state. 
William  Blodgett,  his  grandfather,  was  first 
owner  of  a  Vermont  farm  which  has  remained  in 
the  possesion  of  his  descendants  for  more  than 
a  hundred  years.  He  was  a  man  of  note  in  his 
day,  prosperous  in  business  and  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  One  of  his  snns,  Abel  F..  grew  up  as 
a  worth v  successor  of  his  progenitor,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  for  many  years  at  Tunbridge.  He 
married  Elvira  Giadwick,  and  one  of  their  chil- 
dren was  George  W.  Blodgett,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred at  Hardwick,  March  16,  1833. 

He  received  the  usual  training  and  education  of 


New  England  boys,  which  was  Spartan-like  in 
its  simplicity  and  the  rigor  of  its  discipline,  but 
precisely  the  kind  to  make  industrious  and  moral 
men  of  the  type  fitted  to  grapple  with  the  stern 
realities  of  life.  His  work  for  some  years  after 
reaching  maturity  was  devoted  chiefly  to  agri- 
culture as  it  is  carried  on  in  Vermont,  but  by 
the  saving  habits  of  his  race  he  gradually  accumu- 
lated enough  surplus  to  branch  out  for  himself  on 
a  modest  scale.  In  1869  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  which  he  has  continually 
operated  since  that  time,  earning  the  title  of  an 
honest  miller  who  made  good  tlour  and  lumber. 
After  General  Grant  became  president,  in  the 
spring  of  1873,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Blodgett  recom- 
mended him  for  the  ap|x>intment  as  postmaster 
at  North  Randolph,  and  in  due  time  his  com- 
mission arrived.  Since  then  he  has  filled  the  office 
without  change  or  break  for  a  period  of  over 
twenty-eight  years,  being  one  of  the  oldest  post- 
masters in  the  state  by  continuous  sen-ice.  It 
goes  without  the  saying  that  during  all  this  long 
period  Mr.  Blodgett  has  given  entire  satisfaction, 
and  he  enjoys  the  esteem  of  every  man,  woman 
and  child  who  receives  mail  in  North  Randolph. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  i860,  Mr.  Blodgett  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
and  Fanny  (Foster)  Howe,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers in  their  community,  and  spent  their  lives 
on  a  farm.  This  union,  which  proved  in  every 
way  a  happy  and  congenial  one,  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  daughters.  The  eldest,  E.  May, 
was  born  February  22,  1864,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  J.  J.  Perhan.  a  farmer  and  gardener  at  Brook- 
field.  Carrie  V.J,  the  other  daughter,  was  born 
July  1,  1870,  and  married  F.  E.  Richardson,  also 
a  farmer  in  the  Brookfield  neighborhood.  The 
Blodgetts,  both  parents  and  children,  are  among 
the  most  respectable  families  in  Orange  county, 
with  whose  interests  they  have  long  been  iden- 
tified. 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE  DOWNS. 

Franklin  Pierce  Downs,  of  Groton,  is  carry- 
ing on  a  prosperous  business  as  a  carriage,  house 
and  sign  painter,  and  a  dealer  in  carriages.  He 
was  born  in  Groton  in  1854,  a  son  of  the  lats 
Dr.  George  W.  Downs.  Dr.  Downs,  a  life-long 
resident  of  Vermont,  was  educated  for  a  profes- 
sional career,  and  far  a  number  of  years  was 
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one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Topsham.  He 
died  in  1864,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
thirty-three  years.  He  married  Louise  H.  Gilbert, 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  earlier  settlers 
of  Groton.  Two  of  her  brothers  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  Ira  II.  Gilbert  enlisting  for  three 
months,  and  Charles  C.  Gilbert  for  a  term  of 
three  years. 

Franklin  P.  Downs  learned  the  painter's  trade 
in  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  remained 
a  number  of  years,  becoming  exceedingly  profi- 
cient in  his  art.  More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago  he  located  in  this  town,  a  year  or  two  later 
settling  in  his  present  quarters  not  far  from  the 
bridge.  He  has  met  with  rare  good  success  in 
his  chosen  vocation,  his  artistic  and  durable  work 
standing  well  the  test  of  time.  His  handiwork 
may  be  seen  on  many  of  the  handsomely  painted 
carriages  upon  our  streets,  and  the  decorations  in 
many  of  the  prominent  dwelling  house  of  Groton 
give  evidence  of  his  skill  and  good  taste.  In  addi- 
tion to  painting,  he  is  likewise  a  skilled  paper- 
hanger  and  calciminer,  his  services  being  in  de- 
mand whenever  any  special  work  in  that  line  is 
required. 

In  1877  Mr.  Downs  married  Miss  Nancy 
James,  who  died  in  1887,  leaving  one  child, 
Louise  Downs.  He  married,  second,  in  1889, 
Miss  Etta  Leighton,  of  Newbury.  Of  this  union 
two  children  have  been  born,  namely :  Katie  and 
Carrie. 

FONTANA  BROTHERS. 

Fontana  Brothers,  of  Williamstown,  manufac- 
turers of  and  dealers  in  Barre  and  Williamstown 
granite  monumental  work  of  all  descriptions,  are 
energetic  and  enterprising  business  men,  with 
flattering  prospects  of  a  long  and  successful  career 
in  their  chosen  vocation. 

Notale  Fontana  and  Antonia  Fontana,  mem- 
bers of  the  above  mentioned  firm,  are  natives  of 
Breno,  Italy,  the  birth  of  the  former  occurring 
May  13,  1872,  and  that  of  the  latter  November 
30,  1870,  their  parents  being  John  and  Louise 
Fontana,  farmers.  These  brothers  learned  the 
trade  of  stone-cutting  in  their  Italian  home,  and 
after  coming  to  this  country,  in  1883,  worked  as 
journeymen  in  Barre,  Vermont,  until  1889.  In 
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June  of  that  year  they  embarked  in  business  on 
their  own  account,  in  Barre,  remaining  there  until 
May,  1901.  Wishing  then  to  enlarge  and  improve 
their  operations,  they  removed  to  Williamstown, 
purchasing  the  old  sheds  of  the  Grearson-Beckett 
Company,  and  have  already  established  on  a  sub- 
stantial basis  a  business  that  promises  to  become 
one  of  the  largest  in  this  section  of  the  state,  em- 
ploying about  fifty  men.  They,  are  skilled  cut- 
ters, making  a  specialty  of  ornamental  carving 
and  draperies,  in  which  they  have  won  a  wide 
and  favorable  reputation,  orders  coming  to  them 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union. 

JOHN  PEARL  G1FFORD. 

In  the  southeast  portion  of  the  town  of  Ran- 
dolph is  a  place  called  "GifYord  Hill,"  and  it  is  con- 
nected with  a  family  history  whose  details  will 
be  read  with  interest.  Back  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury there  lived  at  or  near  Ellington,  Connecticut, 
a  man  named  John  Gifford,  whose  birth  occurred 
October  13,  1766.  He  married  Cynthia  Kimbale, 
and  with  her,  when  about  twenty-eight  years  old, 
emigrated  to  Vermont,  locating  at  Randolph.  The 
journey,  then  by  no  means  cither  an  easy  or  pleas- 
ant one,  was  made  on  horseback,  and  along  with 
them  came  a  curious  and  ancient  heirloom.  From 
time  almost  out  of  mind  in  the  family  traditions 
there  had  been  owned  a  silver  spoon,  which  was 
handed  through  generations  to  the  son  named 
John.  In  this  way  the  spoon  has  been  held  by  a 
long  list  of  John  Giffords  down  to  the  present 
time,  and  this  line  takes  in  not  less  than  six  • 
generations  which  require  the  use  of  ''grcat-grcat- 
great-grandfather"  for  their  proper  counting. 
Each  succeeding  generation  must  name  a  son 
John,  if  one  is  born  to  receive  the  designation,  and 
in  due  turn  the  last  John  gets  the  spoon. 

When  the  John  Gilford  under  consideration 
reached  Randolph  he  made  several  purchases  of 
land,  whose  metes  and  bounds  and  superficial  area 
are  duly  set  forth  in  the  musty  old  register  of 
deeds  now  hidden  away  in  the  records  at  the 
county  seat.  The  same  authority  discloses  that 
one  of  the  purchases,  including  seventy  acres, 
was  made  as  early  as  179 1,  and  the  place  now- 
called  "Gifford  Hill-  is  named  in  honor  of  the 
old  pioneer. 
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When  John  Gifford  arrived  at  his  point  of 
destination  the  scene  was  not  inviting.  But  few 
emigrants  had  reached  Vermont  at  that  early 
period  in  its  history,  and  settlements  were  few 
and  far  between.  Wild  animals  roamed  around, 
and  a  man  was  liable  at  any  time  to  run  across  a 
catamount  or  meet  a  bear  in  the  road.  The  first 
Gifford  was  fond  in  after  years  of  telling  stories 
about  his  adventures,  which  included  the  loneli- 
ness and  dangers  of  his  surroundings.  One  day 
his  wife  discovered  a  bear  that  had  taken  pos- 
session of  his  log  bam  and  was  leisurely  sur- 
veying the  surroundings  in  search  of  a  pig  for 
his  breakfast.  Mrs.  Gifford,  as  soon  as  she  had 
tied  up  her  babies  to  prevent  them  from  crawling 
into  the  fireplace,  hurried  off  to  the  nearest  neigh- 
bors for  help,  but  before  her  return  bruin  had 
made  good  his  escape.  John  Gifford  lived  to  the 
extreme  old  age  of  ninety  years,  but  his  wife. 
Cynthia,  even  surpassed  this  figure  and  passed 
away  in  1804,  when  ninct\-five  years  of  age. 
after  surviving  her  husband  eight  years.  The 
family  records  contain  the  following  brief  bio- 
graphical entry  of  their  nine  children:  John  was 
accidentally  killed  in  1815.  when  twenty  years 
old  ;  Cynthia,  who  was  1x>rn  in  1796.  married  Jos- 
eph Fowler  in  1819,  and  died  in  1S70.  after  bear- 
ing him  five  sons  and  a  daughter ;  Kdith.  1x>m  in 
1798,  was  married  to  Llisha  Fowler  in  1821.  also 
had  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  died  in  1842 ; 
Eunice  was  born  in  i8tx>.  and  died  unmarried 
in  1848:  Friend,  who  was  born  in  1802,  married 
Annida  Smith  in  1827.  had  three  sons  and  two 
•  daughters,  and  died  in  1S06;  Wright,  born  in 
1805.  married  Susan  A.  Pierce  in  1821;.  had  two 
ions  and  two  daughters,  and  died  in  1882;  Will- 
iam Goodrich,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1807,  mar- 
ried Khoda  Hei>ard  in  1838,  had  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  and  died  in  1870;  Mary,  who  was  liorn 
in  1809,  married  Flisha  Fowler  in  1842,  and  died 
in  1880;  James,  born  in  1S12.  married  I.ydia 
Chamberlin  in  1838,  had  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, and  clied  in  180S.  Friend  and  Wright  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  from  the  other  heirs, 
divided  it  between  themselves,  and  many  of  their 
descendants  are  now  residents  of  Randolph. 
Friend  and  Annida  Gifford  had  three  sons  and 
two  daughters:  John,  Horace.  Henry,  Charlotte 
(who  died  in  infancy)  and  Cynthia.  John,  the 
eldest  of  these  children,  was  horn  in  iSjS.  set- 


tleJ  upon  the  old  Keith  farm,  where  he  died  in 
October,  1901,  and  the  famous  family  spoon 
above  described  is  preserved  by  his  widow.  He 
married  Celia  A.  Allen,  a  native  of  Brookficld, 
Vermont,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  arc  now  living.  This  pair 
possessed  the  qualities  of  thrift  and  industry  and 
fair,  honest  dealing,  surpassed  by  none,  and  very 
few  have  toiled  harder  and  made  greater  sacrifices 
for  the  gtxxl  of  their  progeny.  Such  sterling  qual- 
ities can  not  help  exerting  an  influence  on  the 
character  of  those  who  knew  them  best. 

Dr.  John  P.  Gifford,  son  of  John  and  Celia  A. 
Gifford,  is  a  representative  of  the  last  generation 
of  the  ancient  family  whose  history  is  alwve 
given.  He  was  born  December  14,  1871,  in  Ran- 
dolph, attended  the  graded  schools  for  some  years 
and  then  entered  Dartmouth  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1894.  By  pro- 
ficiency in  his  studies  he  shortened  the  regular 
course  by  six  months,  and  was  the  valedictorian 
of  his  class  in  the  classical  course.  He  especially 
distinguished  himself  in  mathematics  and  chem- 
istry, in  which  classes  he  was  awarded  honors 
and  was  one  of  the  few  commencement  speakers. 
After  completing  the  classical  course  he  matricu- 
lated in  the  medical  department  of  Dartmouth 
College,  ami  received  his  graduating  degree  in 
1897.  Immediately  thereafter  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice at  Xort  Stratford,  New  Hampshire,  where 
he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half,  next  spent  ;i 
year  at  Berlin  in  the  same  state,  and  in  1899  came 
to  Randolph,  where  he  has  since  enjoyed  a  lucra- 
tive practice.  In  1898  he  took  a  post-graduate 
course  in  Boston  and  another  in  1901  at  one  of 
the  best  institutions  of  that  class  in  New  York. 
In  1902-03,  he  took  another  course  at  the  New 
York  Post -Graduate  School  and  Hospital.  His 
practice  is  constantly  growing,  and  he  is  anion,; 
the  most  successful  of  his  profession  in  (In- 
state. 

On  the  loth  of  November.  1897,  Dr.  Gifford 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  S.  Rolfe.  an  accom- 
plished ladv  of  I.vnn.  Massachusetts,  and  their 
home  is  a  hospitable  center  for  their  many  ad- 
mirers and  friends.  Dr.  Gifford  is  a  young  man 
of  attractive  personality,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  informed  physicians  of  his  age  in  his 
section  of  the  state.  He  possesses  the  qualities 
that  wear  well  and  insure  success. 
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EVERETT  WALTER  HEYWARD 
HUTCH  INS. 

Everett  W.  H.  Hutchins,  one  of  the  leading 
young  men  of  Lyndonville,  is  a  descendant  of  an 
early  Vermont  family.  His  grandfather,  Nathan 
Hutchins,  was  born  in  Brandon,  Vermont,  and 
died  at  Brownsburg,  province  of  Quebec,  Can- 
ada, in  1865,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Most  of 
his  life  was  passed  in  the  operation  of  saw-mills, 
and  he  was  an  active  and  successful  business  man. 
His  wife,  who  survived  him  some  years,  was  Car- 
oline, ncc  Lane,  born  in  Jericho,  Vermont. 

Samuel  Benjamin  Hutchins,  son  of  Nathan, 
was  horn  February  18,  1852,  in  Brownsburg, 
Canada.  He  was  married  November  2,  1872, 
to  Rosetta  Kelly,  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, and  daughter  of  Thomas  Andrew  and  Mari- 
etta (Barrett)  Kelly,  both  natives  of  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Hutchins  located  in  Lyndon- 
ville in  1891,  and  since  thai  time  has  operated  the 
leading  grocery  store  of  the  town. 

Everett  W.  H.  Hutchins  \va5  born  August  27. 
1873,  in  Salem,  New  York,  and  was  moved  by  his 
parents  from  that  town  at  the  age  of  three  weeks. 
He  was  reared  partially  in  Canada,  and  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  province  and  the  United  States.  He  subse- 
quently attended  the  Green  Mountain  Seminary 
at  Watcrbury,  Vermont,  graduating  from  its 
commercial  department  in  1891.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  his  father's  assistant  in  business,  and 
has  charge  of  the  electro-plating  works  owned 
by  the  senior  at  Lyndonville.  This  establishment 
■executes  gold,  silver,  copper  and  nickel  jobbing, 
having  contracts  with  several  railroads  in  New 
England,  and  is  an  important  industry  of  the 
village. 

Mr.  Hutchins  was  married  July  6.  1893,  to 
Miss  Julia  S.  Pettigrew,  a  native  of  Lyndonville, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  E.  (Hall)  Petti- 
grew. natives,  respectively,  of  New  York  city  and 
Bartlett,  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Pettigrew  was 
associated  with  his  father  and  George  I -aw  in  the 
construction  of  the  Croton  acq  Deduct  and  dams, 
and  also  in  large  paving  operations  in  New  York 
city.  The  firm  owned  vessels  in  which  it  shipped 
asphalt  direct  from  South  American  jiorts  to  New 
York. 

Mr.  Hutchins  hears  his  share  in  the  social  life 


of  the  community,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lyndon 
Club,  of  Olympia  Lodge  No.  19,  K.  of  P.,  and 
of  several  Masonic  bodies  of  the  state,  being  in 
affiliation  with  Crescent  Lodge  No.  66,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Lyndonville;  Haswell  Chapter  No.  11, 
■R.  A.  M.,  St.  Johnsbury  ;  Palestine  Commandery 
No.  12,  K.  T..  St.  Johnsbury  ;  and  Mt.  Sinai 
Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Mont- 
pelier.  He  is  an  attendant  and  supporter  of  the 
Congregational  church,  and  maintains  with  voice 
and  vote  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

HERBERT  H.  BLANCHARD. 

The  legal  fraternity  of  Springfield,  Vermont, 
has  many  representatives,  yet  none  who  are  more 
devoted  to  their  profession  or  are  more  earnest  in 
the  discharge  of  professional  duties  than  Herbert 
H.  Blanchard,  who  at  the  present  time  (1903)  is 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  state's  attorney.  He 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the  year  1639.  when 
the  progenitor  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
family  settled  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Richard  Blanchard,  great-grandfather  of  Her- 
bert H.  Blanchard,  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1770.  and  was  a  life-long  resident  of  that 
state.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  of  well  cultivated  ground,  which 
was  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Seth  Blanchard,  grandfather  of  Herbert  H. 
Blanchard,  was  born  in  Windsor.  Vermont,  in 
1800.  and  during  his  active  business  career  fol- 
lowed the  avocation  of  farmer  in  addition  to  that 
of  contractor  and  builder.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  affairs  of  the  town  during  the  rebellion,  and 
being  a  strong  abolitionist,  attempted  to  recruit 
a  company  which  would  aid  the  defence  of  the 
Union.  Being  persuaded  to  abandon  this  idea, 
he  placed  his  own  name  at  the  head  of  the  list, 
showing  by  his  example  the  interest  he  felt,  and 
in  a  short  space  of  time  a  full  company  was  or- 
ganized and  accompanied  him  to  the  scene  of 
battle,  but  the  cx|x>sure  and  fatigue  incident  to 
a  soldier's  life  proved  too  severe  for  the  state 
of  his  constitution,  and  he  died  shortly  after  en- 
tering the  field.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  thir- 
teen children  born  to  Richard  Blanchard.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Charlotte  M.  Bryant, 
who  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  ami  her 


Digitized  by  Google 


724 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


birthplace  is  supposed  to  have  been  Hartland, 
Vermont.  Their  children  were:  Watson  S.; 
Ferdinand,  a  physician,  also  a  botanist  and  biolog- 
ist, having  made  a  thorough  study  and  written 
extensively  on  these  subjects,  and  his  collection, 
which  was  very  choice  and  rare,  he  bequeathed, 
when  he  died  at  the  age  oi  forty-four,  to  the 
St.  Johnsbury  Academy;  Julia,  who  married 
for  her  second  husband  Jabez  Hammond,  of  West 
Windsor,  Vermont,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
1902;  Addie  died  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  her 
age;  and  Adolphus,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years. 

Watson  S.  Blanchard,  father  of  Herbert  H. 
Blanchard.  was  bom  in  West  Windsor,  Vermont, 
in  1830,  and  after  obtaining  a  practical  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Newbury,  pursued  the 
occupation  of  woodsawcr  and  contractor.  He 
was  awarded  the  contract  for  sawing  the  wood 
which  was  used  on  all  the  locomotives  of  the 
St.  Johnsbury  &  New  London  Railroad,  until 
this  custom  was  superseded  by  the  use  of  coal. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in 
Qiarleston,  New  York,  but  subsequently  re- 
turned to  West  Windsor,  Vermont,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
trade  of  contractor  and  builder.  He  married 
Sarah  Maria  Hancock,  who  was  born  in  Cohasset, 
Massachusetts.  Their  children  are:  Lottie  M.; 
Walter  W.,  engaged  in  the  grocer  business  at 
Windsor,  Vermont ;  Ray  L.,  who  resides  with  his 
father  and  mother  and  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits;  and  Herbert  II.  Blanchard. 

Herl)crt  II.  Blanchard  was  born  January  22, 
1868,  at  Berlin,  Vermont,  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Brattlcboro  and 
Charlestown,  Vermont.  When  he  attained  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  railroad  office 
at  Windsor,  Vermont,  and  after  retaining  this 
position  for  three  years  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  New  York  city,  remaining  there  for  two  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Windsor,  Vermont,  took 
up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1895.  The  following  three  years  he  practiced 
his  profession  in  partnership  with  the  Hon.  J.  C. 
Enright,  of  Windsor,  Vermont,  after  which  he 
located  in  his  present  office  at  Springfield,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  has  since  conducted  a  large  and 
lucrative  patronage.    In  his  political  preferences 


Mr.  Blanchard  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and 
has  been  chosen  to  serve  as  delegate  to  various 
state  and  county  conventions ;  in  1902  and  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  state's  attorney  and  is  the 
present  incumbent  of  that  position.  He  is  a 
prominent  members  of  St.  John  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Springfield,  of  the  chapter, 
Windsor  Council,  Holy  Cross  Commandery,  of 
Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  Mt.  Sinai  Temple,  An- 
cient and  Arabic  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of 
Springfield,  Vermont. 

In  1895  Mr.  Blanchard  married  Clara  M. 
Silver,  who  was  born  in  Windsor,  Vermont,  one 
of  a  large  family  of  children  born  to  Jesse  and 
Eliza  (Mory)  Silver,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Jennie,  wife  of  Alexander  McKay ;  Elma ; 
Clara  M.,  wife  of  Herbert  H.  Blanchard;  Gert- 
rude M. ;  and  Marie  Silver.  The  father  and 
mother  of  these  children  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time  (1903).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanchard  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Minerva,  born  August 
30,  1809.  Mr.  Blanchard  and  his  family  are 
faithful  and  consistent  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  Springfield,  Vermont. 

HERBERT  T.  MURDOCH. 

Herbert  T.  Murdoch,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  H.  T.  Murdoch  &  Company,  manufacturers  of 
woolen  goods  at  Proctorsville,  Vermont,  who 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  development 
of  the  commercial  interests  of  that  town,  was 
born  in  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts,  September  1  r, 
1865,  that  section  of  the  country  being  the  birth- 
place of  his  ancestors  for  many  generations. 

Moses  Murdoch,  grandfather  of  Herbert  T. 
Murdoch,  was  a  native  of  Uxbridge,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  was  born  in  1800.  He  obtained 
a  fair  education  in  the  district  school,  and  his 
entire  business  career  was  devoted  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  in  which  he  was  very  successful. 
His  wife,  Darinda  (Wood)  Murdoch,  born  at 
Northboro,  Massachusetts,  in  1804,  bore  him  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time  (1903I  :  Cyrus,  a  resident  of  Uxbridge, 
Massachusetts ;  Louis  H.,  father  of  Herbert  T. 
Murdoch ;  and  Austin,  a  respected  citizen  of  Ux- 
bridge, Massachusetts.  Mr.  Murdoch's  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty  years ;  his  widow 
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died  four  years  later,  having  also  attained  the 
same  age. 

Louis  H.  Murdoch,  father  of  Herbert  T.  Mur- 
doch, was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts,  in 
1830,  and  the  early  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  attendance  at  the  village  school,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  practical  education,  which  qualified  him 
for  the  responsible  duties  of  life.  He  began  his 
business  career,  in  conjunction  with  a  partner, 
in  the  town  of  Millbridge,  later  conducting  busi- 
ness in  east  Uxbridge,  and  finally  located  in  East 
Douglas,  where  he  successfully  oj>eratcd  a  shoddy 
mill  for  a  number  of  years.  His  sound  judgment, 
energy  and  determination  were  important  ele- 
ments in  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts, 
and  from  the  proceeds  of  his  large  trade  he  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  competence  which  enabled 
him  to  retire  from  active  business.  He  is  now 
spending  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  comfort 
at  his  home  in  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts. 

Louis  H.  Murdoch  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Sarah  W.  Taft,  born  in  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts, 
the  eldest  of  three  children  born  to  Moses  Taft, 
a  pioneer  manufacturer  of  Uxbridge.  Mr.  Taft 
was  largely  instrumental  in  the  development  and 
progress  of  the  town,  and  served  in  the  capacity 
of  president  of  the  Blackstone  National  Bank. 
The  other  children  born  to  Mr.  Taft  were:  L. 
Herbert,  now  residing  with  Herbert  T.  Mur- 
doch ;  and  Susan,  wife  of  William  A.  Haywood, 
president  of  the  bank  at  Uxbridge,  Massachu- 
setts. Mr.  Taft  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
Mr.  Murdoch  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the 
Unitarian  church.  Two  children  have  been  born 
of  their  marriage,  namely:  Herbert  T. ;  and  Ed- 
gar W„  a  manufacturer  at  Caryville,  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  public  schools  of  Uxbridge,  Massachu- 
setts, afforded  Herbert  T.  Murdoch  his  pre- 
liminary education,  and  this  was  supplemented  by 
a  two  years'  attendance  at  the  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  In  1887  Mr. 
Murdoch  came  to  Cavendish,  Vermont,  and  be- 
came associated  with  the  business  now  conducted 
under  the  style  of  Taft,  Burbank  &  Murdoch. 

On  the  site  now  occupied  by  this  firm  as  a 
woolen  mill  was  a  saw  and  grist  mill  in  1820, 
which  was  built  by  Josiah  French,  Jr.,  and  Elisha 
Swift.  In  1836,  mainly  through  the  efforts  of 
Jabcz  Proctor  (father  of  Senator  Redfield  Proc- 


tor), a  stock  company  was  formed  called  the 
Proctorsville  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company. 
This  company  built  on  this  site  a  brick  woolen 
mill,  seventy-five  by  forty-two  feet,  and  em- 
ployed thirty-five  hands,  making  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  yards  of  cassimeres  daily. 
In  1842  the  company  became  financially  embar- 
rassed, and  the  property  was  sold  to  William 
Smith,  Addison  Smith,  Abel  Gilson  and  Sardine 
Gilson,  who  at  the  same  time  carried  on  a  gen- 
eral store  in  a  brick  building  opposite  the  mill. 
In  1844  the  mill  was  burned  and  immediately 
rebuilt. 

The  firm  of  Gilson,  Smith  &  Company  con- 
tinued until  1848,  when  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  sold  his  interest  to  William  Smith  and 
Ammi  Willard,  who  operated  the  mill  about  six 
months,  when  Mr.  Smith  became  sole  proprietor. 
In  1850  George  L.  Balcom  became  associate*!  with 
Mr.  Smith,  and  the  firm  became  Smith  &  Balcom 
and  so  continued  until  1856,  when  Mr.  Balcom 
purchased  a  mill  in  Claremont,  New  Hampshire, 
and  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  Proctorsville 
mill  to  his  partner.  For  the  next  three  years  the 
business  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  then 
disposed  of  the  property  to  Alanson  Tucker  & 
Company,  of  Boston,  who  leased  it  to  George  L. 
Balcom ;  he  operated  it  until  1864,  in  which  year 
a  stock  company  known  as  the  Proctorsville  mills 
purchased  the  plant  and  carried  on  business  for 
three  years.  The  property  was  then  again  leased 
to  Mr.  Balcom,  who  continued  until  1879.  In 
1877  tne  property  was  purchased  by  William  E. 
Hayward  and  L.  H.  Taft.  of  Uxbridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  A.  S.  Burbank,  of  Proctorsville, 
and  operated  by  the  firm  of  Hayward,  Taft  & 
Company,  under  the  management  of  A.  S.  Bur- 
bank until  1890,  when  Herbert  T.  Murdoch  pur- 
chased W.  E.  Hayward's  interest  and  the  firm 
became  Taft,  Burbank  &  Murdoch,  who  are  now 
operating  the  plant  under  superintendence  of 
H.  T.  Murdoch,  having  built  in  1890  a  brick  ad- 
dition, one  hundred  and  six  by  forty-two  feet,  four 
stories,  and  increasing  the  machinery  to  twelve 
sets  of  cards  and  sixty  broad  looms,  employing 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  hands  and  turning 
out  an  annual  product  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  yards  of  cassimeres.  Power  is  furnished 
by  a  pair  of  horizontal  water  wheels  and  two 
steam  engines  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
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and  forty  horsepower.  Mr.  Murdoch  is  thor- 
oughly qualified  for  conducting  this  extensive  en- 
terprise, his  managerial  ability,  industry  and  tal- 
ent enabling  him  to  secure  the  best  results.  He 
is  a  member  of  La  Fayette  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons ;  Schitawgag  Chapter,  of  Windsor 
Commandery,  and  he  has  attained  the  Knights 
Templar  fourteenth  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite. 

In  1880  Mr.  Murdoch  married  Cora  F.  Gould, 
born  in  Blackstone,  Massachusetts,  but  the 
greater  part  of  her  life  was  spent  in  Spring- 
field, Vermont.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Sheldon 
B.  Gould,  who  acted  in  the  capacity  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Rockville.  Connecticut,  woolen 
mills  for  many  years,  and  later  was  a  manu- 
facturer of  bobbins  at  Blackstone,  Massachusetts, 
and  Springfield,  Vermont.  The  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gould  were:  Mary,  wife  of 
Mr.  Mentzcr,  of  Bolton,  Massachusetts;  Ella, 
wife  of  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Maxwell,  Nebraska; 
Martha  \\ .,  wife  of  Mr.  Henry,  of  Brattleboro, 
Vermont ;  and  Cora  F.,  wife  of  Herbert  T.  Mur- 
doch. Two  children  have  been  lx>rn  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Murdoch,  one  of  whom  is  Maysie  T.  Mr. 
Murdoch  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Proctorsville,  Ver- 
mont. 

CAPTAIN  FRANK  KENFIKLD. 

Captain  Frank  Kenfield,  an  honored  citizen 
of  Morrisville,  Vermont,  and  one  whose  bril- 
liant military  record  fully  entitles  him  to  the  re- 
spect and  popularity  so  universally  accorded  him, 
is  descended  from  old  residents  of  Morristown. 
George  Kenfield.  grandfather  of  Captain  Ken- 
field,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  of  the  town 
of  Morristown,  where  he  led  the  life  of  a  fanner. 
Later  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Sterling,  that 
portion  of  which  is  now  included  within  the  limits 
of  Morristown,  where  he  took  up  a  large  tract 
of  land,  on  which  he  resided  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  It  is  a  tradition  that  he  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution.  He  was  the  father  of  a  large 
family,  one  of  his  sons,  George,  being  a  pensioner 
of  the  war  of  1812.  George  Kenfield.  the  elder, 
died  in  Sterling,  and  was  buried  in  the  oldest 
burying  ground  in  the  town,  which  was  situated 
on  his  own  farm. 

Asaph  Kenfield.  sun  of  George  the  elder,  was 


born  June  26,  1704.  being  the  first  white  male 
child  born  in  the  town.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
resided  all  his  life  in  his  native  place,  first  living 
on  the  farm  which  had  been  cleared  up  by  his 
father,  and  later  removing  to  Morristown  Cor- 
ners. He  held  various  offices  in  the  town  of 
Sterling,  and  was  frequently  elected  town  rep- 
resentative. He  was  a  strong  anti-Mason.  He 
married  Eliza  M.  Shepard,  who  was  liorn  April 
12,  1807,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Frank,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter;  Horace, 
who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  farm.  Asaph 
Kenfield  died  October  n,  1866,  and  his  widow 
passed  away  September  29,  1900,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three. 

Frank  Kenfield,  son  of  Asaph  and  Eliza 
(Shepard)  Kenfield,  was  born  March  13.  1838, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  at  the  People's  Academy,  Morrisville.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  the  paternal  farm  in 
Sterling,  which  was  his  birthplace,  and  after 
coming  of  age  he  went  to  Massachusetts  for  a 
year,  where  he  taught  school  at  Wolcott,  Hyde 
Park  and  Sutton,  serving  three  months  at  each 
place.  He  then  made  a  tour  of  observation 
through  the  west  and  south,  being  in  the  south 
just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  In 
the  spring  of  1861  he  was  driven  north  by  the 
gathering  storm,  returned  to  his  native  town, 
built  a  sawmill  at  Morristown  Corners,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  his  career  in  this 
occupation  being,  however,  of  brief  duration. 
September  8.  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  E.  Thirteenth  Regiment,  Vermont  Vol- 
unteers, under  Captain  Joseph  J.  Boynton  and 
Colonel  F.  V.  Randall.  He  was  elected  second 
lieutenant  and  soon  after  promoted  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  and  commanded  his  comftany  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  he  led  them  against 
General  Pickett's  furious  charge.  On  this  oc- 
casion Captain  Kenfield  had  the  good  fortune  to 
capture  a  Confederate  captain,  whose  sword  is 
still  in  his  possession.  At  the  close  of  the  charge 
he  received  a  severe  wound,  inflicted  by  a  piece 
of  shell.  He  served  with  his  com|»ny  until  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  of  nine 
months,  was  discharged  with  the  regiment,  and 
came  home.  About  this  time  General  P.  T. 
Washburn  was  engaged  in  raising  two  regiment* 
in  Vermont,  and  Captain  Kenfield  offered  his 
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services  as  a  recruiting  officer,  recruited  Com- 
pany C,  Seventeenth  Regiment,  at  Morrisville, 
and  was  commissioned  its  captain.  This  com- 
pany was  mustered  in,  February  22,  1864,  at  Bur- 
lington, and  hurried  to  the  front  in  time  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where 
Captain  Kcnfield  was  again  wounded,  being  shot 
through  the  left  arm.  He  was  sent  to  Peters- 
burg hospital,  was  later  in  Georgetown  hospital, 
and  when  sufficiently  recovered  received  a  fur- 
lough of  thirty  days.  He  returned  home  in  May, 
but  rejoined  his  regiment  in  June,  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  resuming  his  old  command  of  cap- 
tain, although  his  comjany  had  been  almost  de- 
stroyed, there  remaining  but  twenty  men  fit  for 
duty  out  of  the  full  enlistment  of  one  hundred 
and  one.  During  his  absence  the  company  was 
in  charge  of  the  second  sergeant,  and  participated 
in  all  the  engagements,  including  Cold  Harbor. 
Captain  Kcnfield,  after  resuming  command  of  the 
company,  was  engaged  in  picket  duty  until  July 
30,  when  he  led  a  charge  at  the  celebrated  mine 
explosion  in  front  of  Petersburg.  Out  of  seven 
officers  who  took  part  in  the  assault  five  were 
killed,  and  the  other  two  were  taken  prisoners, 
one  of  them  being  Captain  Kcnfield  and  the  other 
Lieutenant  Pierce,  of  Woodstock,  Vermont. 
They  were  confined  in  stockades  in  the  city  of 
Columbus,  later  transferred  to  Charlotte,  and 
finally  to  Goldslmro.  February  25,  1865.  Cap- 
tain Kcnfield  was  released,  sent  to  Wilmington. 
North,  Carolina,  and  paroled.  With  the  re- 
mainder of  his  regiment,  he  was  honorably  mus- 
tered out  of  the  United  States  service,  at  Bur- 
lington, May  15,  1H65. 

After  his  return  to  civil  life  Captain  KenfielJ 
engaged  actively  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  for 
a  number  of  years  has  been  principally  occupied 
in  farming,  and  in  stock  and  produce  buying.  He 
has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
at  Morristown  Corners,  and  an  excellent  herd 
of  more  than  thirty  grade  Jerseys,  from  which, 
with  a  separator,  he  makes  a  superior  butter, 
which  finds  a  remunerative  market.  He  has  also 
a  good  sugar  place  of  one  thousand  one  hundred 
trees,  with  modern  improvements.  He  was  for 
four  years  the  president  of  the  V  ermont  Sugar 
Makers'  Association.  H<'  has  creditably  filled 
many  town  offices,  and  in  1SS4.  represented  Mor- 
ristown, doing  service  on  the  general  and  military 
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committees.  He  was  influential  in  securing  the 
appropriation  for  the  Soldiers'  Home,  and  was 
appointed  one  of  its  trustees.  In  1894  and  1895 
he  was  senator  from  Lamoille  county,  served  for 
two  years  as  state  railroad  commissioner,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  board  of  railroad  commis- 
sioners. 

Captain  Kcnfield  has  always  been  a  zealous 
Grand  Army  man.  He  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  J.  M.  Warner  Post  Xo.  4,  and  has 
served  it  as  commander  and  in  other  positions. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  department  as 
assistant  quartermaster  general,  and  in  other 
capacities.  His  recent  election  as  department 
commander  of  the  Grand  Army -of  the  Republic 
for  the  state  of  Vermont  was  universally  hailed 
as  a  fitting  tribute  to  a  soldier  whose  record  is 
second  to  none  in  the  department,  and  who  will 
infuse  into  the  organization  new  life  and  energy. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Commandery  of 
the  Loyal  Legion,  and  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge 
No.  8,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Morrisville,  having  been 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  more 
than  thirty  years. 

Captain  Kcnfield  married.  September  5,  1866, 
Lamott  C,  daughter  of  Lomis  and  Catherine 
Wheelock,  of  Montpelicr,  and  they  had  one 
child:  Katie  B.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Carl 
Smith.  Mrs.  Kenfield  died  in  1872,  and  Captain 
Kenfield  married,  February  9,  1874,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Lyman,  daughter  of  David  and  Ann  Crul- 
ler. Mrs.  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Captain  Ken- 
field, is  the  mother  of  four  children:  Harold; 
Lamott :  Clifton  K. ;  and  Frank  K..  the  last  men- 
tioned being  named  in  memory  of  his  illustrious 
grandfather. 

OSCAR  EZRA  BIT  TF.RF  I KLD. 

Hon.  Oscar  E.  Butterfield,  of  Wilmington, 
Vermont,  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  17th  of 
Septemlicr,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Ezra 
T.  Butterfield.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Zenas 
Butterfield,  was  a  fanner  by  occupation  and  re- 
sided in  Dummerston,  Vermont,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sally 
Turner,  was  Ixjrn  in  Putney,  this  state,  and  lived 
to  a  ripe  old  age.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  in  which  her  husband  served  as  a 
deacon  for  many  years. 
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Ezra  T.  Butterficld  was  bom  in  Dummers- 
ton,  Vermont,  located  in  Wilmington,  Ver- 
mont, in  1835,  ar|d  tnere  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  three  score  years 
and  ten.  During  the  years  of  his  activity  he  was 
interested  to  some  extent  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
but  made  general  fanning  his  principal  occupa- 
tion. He  married  Mary  Leonard,  who  was  born 
in  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire,  being  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Abncr  and  Chloe  (Bucklin)  Leon- 
ard, the  former  of  whom  was  a  Baptist  minister 
and  spent  his  life  in  New  Hampshire,  preaching 
in  different  towns  of  that  state  and  dying  in 
Chesterfield.  Cheshire  county.  His  brother,  Dan- 
iel Leonard,  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  the 
church  and  in  business  circles.  Five  children 
were  born  to  Ezra  T.  and  Mary  (Leonard)  But- 
terficld, of  whom  two  have  passed  away,  Mary 
A.  and  Sarah  A.,  both  formerly  well  known  and 
successful  school  teachers,  and  the  three  living 
children  are:  Oscar  E.,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  Abner  Augustine,  a  lawyer  of 
Jacksonville,  Vermont ;  and  Lucius  Alonzo,  who 
for  many  years  filled  the  chair  of  elocution  in 
the  Boston  School  of  Oratory,  the  Newton 
Theological  Institute  and  the  Boston  University. 
The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  three-score  years 
and  ten ;  she  was  a  member  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  church,  and  later  of  the  Methodist  church. 
The  father  served  as  a  selectman,  as  a  represen- 
tative to  the  general  assembly,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  county  judge. 

Oscar  E.  Butterfield  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place, 
but  the  knowledge  which  be  received  therein  was 
supplemented  by  private  study.  In  early  manhood 
he  became  ambitious  to  adopt  the  law  as  his  pro- 
fession, and  his  studies  were  accordingly  bent 
in  that  direction  through  quite  a  long  period  be- 
fore entering  the  law  offices  of  Flagg  &  Tyler, 
Flagg  &  Son  and  E.  C.  Waterman,  of  Wilming- 
ton, under  whose  preceptorship  his  studies  were 
pursued  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1867. 
Immediately  thereafter  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Wilmington,  and  there 
remained  until  1886.  when  he  removed  to  Ne- 
braska, there  remaining  until  1897,  devoting  his 
time  principally  to  the  placing  of  investments  for 
eastern  capitalists.  In  the  latter  year  he  re- 
turned to  the  east  and  resumed  the  practice  of 


law  in  Wilmington.  Since  attaining  his  majority 
he  has  given  an  unfaltering  support  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  having  been  active  in  his  identifi- 
cation therewith  in  local,  county  and  state  work. 
He  has  served  as  a  committeeman  in  numerous 
campaigns,  has  been  a  delegate  to  many  conven- 
tions, and  was  the  representative  of  his  district 
in  the  state  legislature  during  the  years  of  1869, 
1870,  1872  and  1884.  While  a  member  of  the 
session  of  1872  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  railroads,  and  in  1869,  1S70  and 
1884  was  a  member  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee. In  1876  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  sen- 
ate, during  which  time  he  again  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  railroads.  Mr.  Butter- 
field  has  also  held  many  local  offices  of  trust,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  performed  with  ability 
and  integrity.  He  was  state's  attorney  during 
the  years  1874-5. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1873.  Mr.  Butterfield 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle  Morgan, 
who  was  born  in  Canaan,  New  Hampshire,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Erastus  Morgan,  who  was 
born  in  Wilmington,  Vermont,  and  was  a  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  minister  who  had  charge  of 
churches  in  different  towns  in  New  Hampshire 
and  Massachusetts.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Caroline  Redfield,  was  a  native  of 
Claremont,  New  Hampshiie,  and  she  bore  him 
six  children,  of  whom  four  arc  living,  namely: 
Rev.  W.  E„  of  Greeley,  Nebraska;  Sarah  E., 
in  Berlin.  Germany ;  Franklin  }.,  living  in  Wood 
City,  Nebraska;  and  Mrs.  Butterfield.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Butterfield  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Grace  K. ;  Don  O.,  a  law 
student  with  his  father  in  Wilmington ;  Paul  M., 
who  entered  Yale  University  with  the  class  of 
1905:  and  Ecth  Vincent,  a  student.  Mrs.  But- 
terfield is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

HENRY  BALLARD. 

Henry  Ballard,  of  Burlington,  for  more  than 
a  third  of  a  century  prominent  as  a  lawyer,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  known  in  political 
circles  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  state,  was 
bom  in  Tinmouth.  Vermont,  April  20,  1839.  He 
is  the  fourth  son  of  Jeffrey  Ballard,  who  lived 
in  that  village,  and  whose' father  was  of  Eng- 
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Jfsh  descent,  and  one  of  its  earliest  settlers. 
Jeffrey  Ballard  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  a 
farmer.  He  was  an  energetic,  industrious  man, 
of  good  habits  and  of  an  upright  character.  He 
died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six  years. 

Henry  Ballard  was  three  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years 
he  began  to  earn  his  own  living.  Determined 
to  obtain  a  liberal  education,  he  prepared  himself 
for  college  at  Castlcton  Seminary,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  July,  1857.  He  entered  the 
University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington  the  follow- 
ing September,  and  in  186 1  was  graduated  with 
honors  from  that  institution.  Three  years  after- 
wards he  delivered  the  master's  oration  at  the 
annual  college  commencement,  an  honor  con- 
ferred only  upon  meritorious  graduates. 

In  August,  186 1,  the  same  month  of  his  grad- 
uation from  college,  in  response  to  i'resident 
Lincoln's  first  call  for  three-year  troops,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  I,  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment,  Vermont  Infantry,  in  which  he  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant.  I  le  served  with 
his  regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  through 
the  momentous  Peninsular  campaign  of  1862, 
under  General  George  B.  McClellan,  participat- 
ing in  the  battles  of  Lee's  Mills  and  Williams- 
burg, and  in  the  desperate  seven  days'  battles 
near  Richmond,  and  was  afterwards  obliged  to 
resign  by  reason  of  ill  health. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Albany,  at  Albany,  New 
York,  and  graduated  in  January,  1863,  highly  com- 
plimented by  Hon.  Amos  Dean,  its  founder  and 
dean  of  the  faculty,  who  said  of  him  that  he  was 
one  of  the  best  students  ever  graduated  from  the 
institution.  Taking  up  his  residence  in  Burling- 
ton, he  continued  his  law  studies  in  the  office  of 
the  Hon.  Daniel  Roberts,  a  leading  member  of 
the  state  bar.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
September,  1863,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  been 
industriously  engaged  to  the  present  time. 

Successful  from  the  outset,  he  soon  came  to 
be  known  among  the  most  accomplished  lawyers 
in  the  state,  and  particularly  in  the  field  of  crim- 
inal law.  His  beginning  was  at  a  time  fortunate 
for  the  obtaining  of  an  immediate  practice,  and 
especially  favorable  to  the  attracting  of  public 
attention.    At  the  close  of  the  war,  Burlington 
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was  the  rendezvous  for  the  Vermont  soldiers 
brought  home  to  be  mustered  out,  and  for  the 
harpies  who  followed  to  prey  upon  they.  Crimes 
of  even*  description  were  frequent.  Assaults  and 
affrays  of  a  brutal  character  were  common,  and 
these  often  result  in  bloodshed  and  homicide. 
The  courts  ot  criminal  j  urisdiction  were  necessar- 
ily much  occupied,  and  the  services  of  a  capable 
jury  practitioner  were  in  great  demand.  At  the 
term  of  court  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
Mr.  Ballard  was  employed  to  defend  one  Burns,  a 
soldier  who  was  prosecuted  for  murder,  and  this 
was  his  first  case.  It  was  apparent  that  the 
crime  was  premeditated,  with  scarcely  any  cir- 
cumstances in  mitigation ;  yet  the  defense  was  so 
skillfully  managed  that  Burns  was  convicted  only 
of  the  crime  of  manslaughter.  The  ability  which 
Mr.  Ballard  displayed  in  this  was  the  subject  of 
much  favorable  comment  among  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  and  his  future  brilliant  career 
was  at  that  time  freely  predicted. 

Another  of  his  early  cases  was  the  defense  of 
Charles  H.  Potter,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife's  mother,  Mrs.  Ephraim  Griswold.  This 
crime  was  attended  with  the  most  aggravating 
circumstances,  and  occasioned  great  excitement 
in  the  community.  Public  denunciation  of  the 
accused  man  was  unmeasured,  yet  the  defense 
was  conducted  with  such  skill  and  ability  in  spite 
of  strong  evidence,  and  in  face  of  intensely  hostile 
public  opinion,  Potter  was  acquitted.  From  this 
time  Mr.  Ballard's  reputation  as  one  of  the  best 
criminal  lawyers  in  the  state  was  established. 
Among  others  of  the  more  prominent  cases  in 
which  he  has  been  egaged  may  be  mentioned  the 
prosecution  of  John  Ring  for  murder,  in  which 
Hon.  E.  J.  Phelps  was  associated  with  him  in 
the  defense ;  and  the  prosecution  of  Deacon  Ezra 
P.  Smith  for  the  murder  of  his  wife  by  poison. 
The  last  named  case  attracted  great  attention  on 
account  of  the  prominent  standing  of  the  accused ; 
the  evidence  against  him  was  strong  and  con- 
vincing, and  public  feeling  called  loudly  for  his 
conviction.  The  prosecution  was  conducted  by 
Hon.  F.  E.  Woodbridge,  Hon.  John  W.  Stewart 
and  Hon.  \V.  G.  Veazey.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  securing  of  a  verdict  of  acquittal  was 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  forensic  triumphs. 
Among  others  of  Mr.  Ballard's  notable  cases  may 
be  named  the  prosecution  of  William  Falkland, 
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Michael  McDonald,  Mrs.  Alma  Smith,  and  Dr. 
James  P.  Smith,  all  for  murder;  of  Edward  T. 
Paige,  for  the  embezzlement  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand d611ars  from  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad 
Company:  of  Marv  Ann  Woodruff  for  arson; 
and  of '  A.  H.  Scott  and  W.  J.  Selfridge, 
for  the  burglary  of  the  Mellows  Falls  post- 
office.  In  all  of  these  cases  Mr.  Ballard  se- 
cured the  acquittal  of  his  clients.  The  mag- 
nitude of  his  practice  is  attested  in  the  fact 
that  his  murder  cases  alone  number  more  than 
forty.  In  the  greater  number  of  cases  he  has 
secured  tlie  acquittal  of  his  client,  and  in  three 
only  has  the  death  penalty  been  paid. 

As  a  rule,  the  lawyer  of  surpassing  ability  in* 
either  criminal  or  civil  law  displays  inferior  abil- 
ity in  the  other  field.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that, 
pre-eminently  qualified  as  is  Mr.  Ballard  for  the 
conduct  of  criminal  cases,  he  is  not  less  success- 
ful in  civil  cases,  and  this  is  particularly  true 
in  trial  by  jury.  Indeed,  it  is  in  jury  trials  that 
he  displays  his  powers  to  the  best  advantage.  In 
the  preparation  of  a  case  he  is  painstaking  and 
thorough,  and  in  the  introduction  of  evidence  and 
in  the  examination  of  witnesses  he  is  remarkably 
skillful.  In  the  trial  of  a  case,  no  iota  of  evidence 
escapes  his  attention,  and  he  judges  accurately  of 
the  effect  upon  the  jury.  His  mind  is  analytical 
ami  logical,  and  his  presentation  of  a  case  in  argu- 
ment is  clear,  forcible  and  convincing.  His  man- 
ner of  speaking  is  always  attractive,  impassioned, 
and  at  times  eloquent,  and  jurors  listen  to  him 
with  deep  interest,  and,  in  most  cases,  are  con- 
vinced. 

Among  the  many  important  civil  cases  in 
which  he  has  l>een  engaged  may  be  mentioned  the 
following :  the  celebrated  crim.  con.  case  of  Shack- 
ett  against  Hammond,  celebrated  on  account  of 
the  prominence  of  the  parties;  the  great  chan- 
cery case  of  the  National  Bank  of  Brandon 
against  John  A.  Conant  and  his  associate  direct- 
ors, to  recover  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  loss  by  reason  of  the  alleged  forgeries 
of  James  Batchelder  ;  the  famous  Meeeh  will  case ; 
the  case  of  Mrs.  Jacob  Greene  against  the  Hahne- 
mann Lite  Insurance  Company;  the  Rutland 
Railroad  Company  against  ex-Governor  John 
B.  I'age.  the  longest  jury  trial  ever  had  in 
New  England;  the  chancery  case  of  I. aura  W. 
Burton  against  her  husband,  Oscar  A.  Burton, 


to  compel  him  to  provide  her  support,  and  the 
suit  for  divorce  between  the  same  individuals. 

'Hie  services  of  Mr.  Ballard  have  always  been 
in  demand  and  have  often  been  given  as  a  speaker 
in  political  campaigns.  As  a  platform  orator  he 
has  few  equals.  In  every  presidential  campaign 
since  t868  he  has  been  heard,  not  only  in  Ver- 
mont, but  in  all  the  New  England  states,  and  he 
has  delivered  as  many  as  a  hundred  speeches  in 
a  single  campaign.  A  Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal affiliations,  he  has  always  been  among  the 
leaders  in  the  ranks  of  the  stalwarts.  In  1884 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  Republican  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  in  that  body  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  credentials,  and 
distinguished  himself  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  important  and 
difficult  position.  There  were  forty-seven  cases 
of  contested  delegates'  seats  before  that  commit- 
tee, and  his  report,  after  his  speech  in  its  sup- 
port, was  unanimously  adopted  without  further 
debate  or  question — a  result  almost  without  pre- 
cedent in  the  history  of  national  political  conven- 
tions. He  was  also  delegate  in  the  national  Re- 
publican convention  in  1888,  and  was  one  of  the 
reading  clerks  in  that  body.  In  1878  and  1870 
he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate,  in  which  body 
he  was  called  to  the  judiciary,  state  prison  and 
federal  relations  committees.  In  1888  and  1880 
he  represent ed  Burlington  in  the  lower  house  of 
the  legislature,  and  served  on  the  judiciary  and 
general  committees,  and  as  chairman  of  that  last 
named.  For  two  years  he  has  been  city  attorney 
for  Burlington. 

Mr.  Ballard  is  a  highly  popular  lecturer  ami 
speaker  upon  those  general  topics  which  claim 
public  interest,  and  particularly  those  in  which 
the  educat  ional  feature  is  strongly  market!. 
Among  these  are  to  be  named  the  Webster  His- 
torical Society  and  the  Home  Market  Club,  both 
of  Boston,  the  American  Institute  of  Civics,  of 
\Tew  York  city,  and  the  Vermont  Commandery  <>f 
the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  in  all 
of  which  he  is  known  as  an  apt,  forceful  and  in- 
telligent speaker.  Mr.  Ballard  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  body  last  named.  In  connection  with 
this  order  Mr.  Ballard  came  to  be  regarded  with 
peculiar  interest  by  the  officers  of  the  regular 
army  and  navy  anil  in  military  circles  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  even  in  Europe,  where 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


73» 


the  insignia  of  the  order  is  honored  as  is  that 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  France. 

Mr.  Ballard  is  a  member  of  Stannard  Post, 
Grand  Annv  of  the  Republic,  and  he  has  held  the 
position  of  judge  advocate  of  the  Department  of 
Vermont,  and  was  a  delegate  in  the  national  en- 
campment at  San  Francisco  in  1886.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Algonquin  Club  of  Burlington,  the  Lake 
Champlain  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Vermont  Fish 
and  Game  League.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ballard  was  married  December  15,  1863, 
to  Miss  Annie  J.  Scott,  daughter  of  Rolx-rt  and 
Huldah  (Bailey)  Scott,  of  Burlington.  Four 
children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage :  Kate, 
who  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Henderson,  Frank 
Scott,  Mary  E.  and  Maude  Ballard. 

REV.  GEORGE  W.  PATTERSON. 

The  Patterson  family  of  New  England,  rep- 
resented in  the  present  day  by  the  Rev.  George 
W.  Patterson,  of  Randolph  Center,  Vermont,  is 
undoubtedly  of  Scandinavian  origin.  Some  of 
its  members  settled  in  Scotland  and  were  found 
in  various  localities  in  that  country  in  the  fif- 
teenth century,  and  some  passed  over  to  Ire- 
land as  early  as  16 10,  settling  in  the  town  of 
Glenluce.  parish  of  Priest  land,  which  is  on  the 
northern  shore,  near  the  town  of  Bush  Mills. 

John  Patterson  (1),  of  whom  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Patterson  is  a  lineal  descendant,  was 
born  about  1640,  in  Argyleshire,  Scotland, 
whence  he  emigrated  about  1680  to  Ireland  The 
family  was  among  those  which  suffered  in  the 
famous  siege  of  Derry.  and  one  of  the  sons  died 
from  starvation. 

Robert  (2)  was  born  about  1666,  in  Argyle- 
shire, Scotland,  and  was  about  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Ireland. 
In  1680  or  1690,  during  the  siege  of  Derry,  or 
immediately  afterwards,  he  married  Rachel 
Thompson.  Among  his  children  were  Alexander ; 
John,  who  lived  and  died  on  the  homestead  at 
Priestland;  and  Robert,  who  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Philadelphia. 

Alexander  (3).  son  of  Robert  (2).  was  the 
father  of  Alexander  (4),  who  was  born  in  1714, 


at  Bush  Mills,  Ireland,  and  came  early  to  Ameri- 
ca. He  married  Elizabeth,  born  in  1722,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Arbuckle.  Alexander  (4) 
rust  lived  in  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire, 
where  his  children  were  born,  and  removed  in 
1765  to  the  new  town  of  Henniker,  New  Hamp- 
shire. In  later  years  he  and  his  wife  removed 
to  Thetford,  Vermont,  where  they  died,  respect- 
ively, February  it,  1804,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  and  February  25,  1804,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  One  of  their  sons,  Josiah,  set- 
tled at  an  early  day  in  Vermont,  and  is  buried 
in  Strafford. 

Joseph  (5),  son  of  Alexander  (4),  was  bom 
in  1750.  and  died  February  4,  1831.  aged  eighty- 
one  years.  He  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  White 
Plains.  The  house  which  he.  built  in  Henniker, 
New  Hampshire,  in  1776,  is  still  in  use.  He 
married  Susannah  Duncan,  daughter  of  William 
and  Noami  (Bell)  Duncan,  of  Londonderry, 
New  Hampshire;  she  was  born  in  1754,  and  died 
March  23,  1812. 

William  (6),  son  of  Joseph  (5),  was  born 
November  4,  1784,  and  died  April  26,  1862.  He 
was  twice  married :  first  to  Lydia  Joslyn.  and 
second,  to  Frances  Mary  Shepard,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Jean  (Blair"*  Shepard.  of  Halderness, 
New  Hampshire;  she  was  born  April  20,  1795, 
and  died  January  19.  1858. 

James  Willis  Patterson  (7),  son  of  William 
(6),  was  born  at  Henniker,  New  Hampshire, 
Julv  2.  1823.  In  1844  he  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  hon- 
ors in  1848.  For  three  years  afterwards  he  served 
most  usefully  as  principal  of  the  Woodstock 
(Connecticut)  Academy.  He  had  meantime  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law,  from  which,  under 
Hie  personal  influence  of  Henry  Ward  Bcechcr, 
he  soon  turned  aside  to  enter  upon  theological 
studies  at  New  Haven,  under  President  Taylor. 
He  was  subsequently  invited  to  the  pastorate  of 
a  church  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  was 
about  to  accept  when  he  was  urged  to  give  his 
aid  to  the  establishment  of  the  Chandler  School  of 
his  alma  mater,  Dartmouth  College,  then  newly 
organized,  and  in  great  need  of  a  capable  head. 
Tie  was  then  but  twenty-nine  years  of  age.  but 
he  was  amply  equipped,  and  for  several  years 
he  served  as  professor  of  mathematics,  astron- 
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omy  and  oratory,  teaching  in  all  these  depart- 
ments with  enthusiasm  and  marked  ability.  In- 
tensely interested  in  all  educational  movements, 
he  soon  became  conspicuous  as  a  teacher  and 
lecturer  in  teachers'  institutes,  and  from  1857  to 
1 861  he  served  as  school  commissioner  for  Graf- 
ton county  and  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation. During  this  same  period  he  discharged 
all  his  duties  in  connection  with  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. No  man  of  his  day  exerted  a  stronger  or 
more  salutary  influence  in  educational  affairs, 
and  he  was  a  potent  factor  in  advancing  the  use- 
fulness of  the  college  and  in  extending  the  scope 
of  public  school  instruction  in  his  county  and 
throughout  the  state. 

In  1862  Mr.  Patterson  was  elected  from  Han- 
over to  the  legislature,  in  which  body  he  was 
appointed  to  the  chairmanship  of  the  commit- 
tee on  education,  and  in  that  capacity  his  ser- 
vices were  of  signal  advantage  along  all  educa- 
tional lines.  He  urged  a  grant  of  public  lands 
to  Dartmouth  College  in  a  speech  of  singular 
power  of  eloquence  and  strength  of  appeal,  and 
his  effort  was  widely  commended  as  the  most 
convincing  argument  made  upon  the  subject. 
He  was,  during  his  legislative  term,  a  steadfast 
and  zealous  advocate  of  every  measure  for  up- 
holding the  national  authority  and  for  affording 
the  aid  of  his  state  with  men  and  means,  for  tht 
suppression  ofthe  slaveholders'  rebellion. 

In  1863  Mr.  Patterson  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress, and  during  his  term  he  was  instrumental 
in  the  enactment  of  various  measures  of  the  ut- 
most importance.  The  attention  of  Congress  was 
in  large  measure  given  to  the  work  of  making 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army 
and  navy,  in  the  most  trying  and  discour- 
aging  years  of  the  Civil  war.  In  every 
effort  in  this  direction  Mr.  Patterson  displayed 
an  intense  patriotism,  but  he  was  at  the  same 
time  by  no  means  unmindful  of  other  important 
interests.  He  was  prominently  instrumental 
in  the  creation  of  the  department  of  justice, 
and  in  the  perfecting  of  the  consular  system, 
and  his  speech  upon  the  professional  amendments 
to  the  federal  constitution,  designed  to  make  se- 
cure the  results  of  the  war,  was  one  of  the  most 
notable  utterances  of  the  day.  He  was  also  ac- 
tive in  securing  from  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  founding  in  Washington  city  of  a 


college  for  the  deaf,  and  this  institution,  which 
owes  so  much  to  his  effort,  bears  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  seat  of  higher  learning  for  the 
deaf  known  to  history.  Mr.  Patterson  was  a 
trustee  of  the  college  from  its  inception  until 
almost  the  close  of  his  life,  and  in  1889  he  was 
the  orator  at  the  quarter-centennial  celebration. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  again  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature in  1877,  and  was  again  called  to  the  chair- 
manship of  the  committee  on  education.  In  i88r 
he  was  appointed  state  superintendent  of  public 
instruction,  and  during  his  term  of  service,  he 
added  largely  to  the  importance  of  the  office,  and, 
in  similar  degree,  to  its  public  usefulness.  It 
was  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  activities  in  behalf  of 
the  common  schools  that  he  accomplished  in  New 
Hampshire  what  Horace  Mann  did  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  making  his  commonwealth  the  sec- 
ond among  the  North  Atlantic  states  to  enter 
upon  a  new  order  in  education.  For  two  years 
Mr.  Fattcrson  was  president  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Instruction,  and  for  ten  years  his 
addresses  and  lectures  were  valuable  contributions 
to  the  publications  of  that  body. 

These,  however,  contributed  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  his  literary  work.  For  nearly  a  half 
century  his  pen  was  industriously  employed  in  be- 
half of  education,  human  freedom,  national  unity, 
and  those  questions  growing  therefrom  which 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  masterly  minds  of 
a  virile  generation  during  the  most  important 
epoch  of  the  nation.  He  was  also  a  forceful 
speaker,  and  his  utterances  before  educational 
assemblages  and  in  legislative  halls  exerted  a 
marked  influence  which  found  its  fruit  in  many 
an  effort  and  legal  enactment  of  radical  and 
enduring  worth.  The  last  days  of  Mr.  Patter- 
son were  spent  as  a  professor  in  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, and  one  of  the  crowning  acts  of  his  noble 
life  was  his  participation  in  the  dedication  of  one 
of  its  new  buildings  to  the  higher  uses  of  man 
and  to  the  service  of  God. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married,  in  Henniker, 
New  Hampshire,  December  24,  1854.  to  Miss 
Sarah  P.  Wilder,  of  Laconia,  New  Hampshire- 
She  was  a  graduate  of  New  Hampton  College, 
and  now  resides  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire. 
Her  lamented  husband  closed  his  useful  life  May 
4,  1893,  aged  nearly  seventy  years. 

George  Willis  Patterson  (8),  son  of  James 
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Willis  (7)  and  Sarah  P.  (Wilder)  Patterson, 
was  born  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1857.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at 
St.  Johnsbury  Academy,  and  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  188 1, 
with  marks  of  honor  accorded  to  but  few 
students,  Rufus  Choate  and  Walbridge  A.  Field 
being  among  those  who  were  thus  distinguished 
with  him.  Mr.  Patterson  then  entered  the  Co- 
lumbia University  Law  School,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
For  about  a  year  he  practiced  his  profession  in 
Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  in  partnership  with 
Hon.  Ossian  Ray,  and  during  this  period  he  pre- 
pared a  brief  and  argued  a  case  which  won  for 
liim  the  cordial  commendation  of  Chief  Justice 
Doe,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Patterson  had  developed  those  qualities 
which  insure  success  at  the  bar,  and  a  bright 
professional  future  was  open  before  him.  But 
he  was  attracted  to  the  ministry  as  his  more 
suitable  field  of  labor,  and  he  became  a  student 
in  the  Andover  (Massachusetts)  Theological 
Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888, 
when  more  than  thirty  years  of  age.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  entered 
upon  his  first  pastorate  at  Bristol,  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  subsequently  served  for  various 
periods  in  Hamilton,  New  York,  and  East  Johns- 
bury,  Vermont.  He  was  called  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Randolph  Center,  Vermont, 
where  his  ministerial  service  has  proved  both 
pleasant  and  useful.  As  did  his  talented  father, 
he  has  ever  taken  an  earnest  and  intelligent  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs,  and  has  done  much 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  schools  in  the  vil- 
lages and  neighborhoods  in  which  he  has  resided 
and  now  dwells.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  literary 
attainments,  and  has  made  many  highly  meritor- 
ious conrtibutions,  in  verse  as  well  as  prose,  to 
magazines  and  journals  of  the  first  order. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married  September  1, 
1885,  to  Miss  Lilla  Olive  Davidson,  who  was 
born  April  2,  1850  in  Salisbury,  New  Hampshire, 
and  was  graduated  from  Wellesley  College  in 
1880.  Her  father,  Nathaniel  Davidson,  who  was 
a  lay  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
was  a  native  of  Warner,  New  Hampshire,  while 
her  mother,  Mary  (Gillis)  Davidson,  was  of 


Scottish  birth.  To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  have 
been  born  four  children,  Arthur  Willis,  Margaret 
Wilder,  Gordon  and  Donald  G.  Patterson. 

JOHN  A.  PROLTY. 

John  A.  Prouty,  deceased,  was  during  an  un- 
usually long  life  of  incessant  activity  one  of  the 
most  useful  men  of  northern  Vermont.  He  was 
a  foremost  figure  in  developing  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  region,  and 
he  was  also  prominent  in  public  affairs,  wielding 
an  influence  which  greatly  redounded  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  community  and  of  the  state. 

The  family  of  Prouty  has  been  identified  with 
Newport  from  the  days  of  its  settlement,  when 
Martin  Adams,  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Prouty,  came  as  the  pioneer.  John  Prouty  be- 
came a  settler  in  1799,  and  from  him  descended 
Arnold  Prouty,  who  was  an  early  and  long-time 
resident  on  the  Lake  road,  where  he  cultivated 
a  farm,  and  here  was  born,  in  1826,  John  A 
Prouty,  son  of  the  last  named  Arnold  Prouty. 

John  A.  Prouty  was  given  only  the  meagre 
education  afforded  by  the  district  schools,  but 
his  keen  discernment  and  close  observation  af- 
forded him  a  fund  of  knowledge  which  proved 
an  ample  equipment  for  the  multifarious  duties 
which  came  to  him.  Until  near  middle  life,  he 
occupied  himself  upon  a  farm.  Stepping  aside 
from  this,  he  took  a  contract  for  loading  lumber 
upon  the  cars  from  the  Stimson  &  Winn  saw- 
mills, and  his  was  his  modest  introduction  to  a 
business  in  which  he  became  a  master.  About 
1864  he  bought  a  one-fourth  interest  in  the  mill, 
and  acted  as  business  manager  until  1873,  when 
the  property  was  purchased  by  the  Ncwtons,  of 
Ilolyoke,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Prouty  then 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  near  the  lake,  com- 
prising about  two  thousand  acres,  and  for  three 
years  he  transacted  a  large  and  remunerative 
business,  marketing  his  product  at  the  Newton 
mill.  It  was  while  thus  engaged  that  he  dis- 
played his  strong  traits  of  character.  Giv- 
ing strict  attention  to  the  larger  concerns  of 
the  business,  watching  the  markets  and  fos- 
tering patronage,  he  lost  sight  of  no  de- 
tail at  home.  He  built  substantial  and  com- 
fortable camps  for  his  employes,  and  made 
himself  sufficiently  familiar  with  them  to  corn- 
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mand  their  regard  for  his  personal  service. 
A  practical  woodsman  himself,  he  would  at  times 
fell  a  tree  in  so  masterly  a  fashion  as  to  pro- 
voke admiration  and  emulation.  His  abilities 
commended  him  so  highly  to  his  men  that  thev 
gave  him  the  title  of  "colonel,"  by  which  he  was 
known  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  1876  he  and  Oscar  C.  Miller  formed  the 
firm  of  lJrouty  &  Miller,  to  which  was  after- 
wards admitted  Mr.  Prouty 's  son,  George  H. 
Prouty.  The  operations  of  the  firm  gradually 
extended,  until  it  and  its  individual  members 
controlled  some  40,000  acres  of  timber  lands 
lying  near  the  lake  and  its  tributaries  and  in 
Canada,  together  with  various  sawmills  and  ship- 
ping' depots.  Among  its  properties  are  the  New- 
port sawmills,  originally  built  in  1862,  and 
burned  in  1 894  and  rebuilt  in  the  following  year, 
employing  about  fifty  men  and  annually  sawing 
about  six  million  feet  of  lumber.  Another  of 
the  mills  is  at  Roxton  Kails,  province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  and  another  at  St.  Victor,  about  fifty 
miles  south  of  Quebec  As  his  sons  grew  up  Mr. 
Prouty  gradually  relinquished  to  them  a  large 
share  of  his  labors  in  connection  with  his  vast 
lumbering  interests,  at  the  same  time  maintain- 
ing an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  business 
and  exercising  general  managerial  powers.  Dur- 
ing his  later  years  he  found  his  principal  enjoy- 
ment in  superintending  his  fine  home  farm,  upon 
which  he  performed  sufficient  manual  labor  to 
keep  himself  in  excellent  physical  condition. 

While  developing  the  immense  business  with 
which  his  name  is  inseparably  connected,  Mr. 
Prouty  was  also  deeply  interested  in  community 
affairs,  and  afforded  generous  aid  of  time  and 
means  to  local  development  and  improvement, 
lie  was  called  to  various  local  offices  and  was 
elected  to  the  legislature  in  1858  and  1859, 
and  again  in  1884.  He  was  a  diligent,  intel- 
ligent and  honest  legislator,  and  he  aided 
in  many  important  local  enterprises,  princi- 
pal among  them  being  to  secure  to  New- 
l*.rt  the  location  of  the  county  buildings.  His 
death  was  an  event  deeply  deplored  by  the 
multitudes  who  held  him  in  honor  for  his  per- 
sonal worth,  and  in  gratitude  for  many  services 
lie  had  rendered  to  his  fellows.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Hannah  Lamb,  of  Newport,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children:    Charles  A. 


Prouty  ;  Nellie  P..,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
L.  M.  Palmer,  of  South  Farmingham,  Massa- 
chusetts; Harley  H.  Prouty,  now  a  resident  of 
Portland,  Oregon:  George  H.  Prouty;  and  a  son 
and  a  daughter  who  are  deceased.  After  the 
death  of  the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr.  Prouty 
married  Sarah  Wood,  who  died  in  1890,  leaving 
two  sons,  Edgar  John  and  Willard  R.  Prouty. 

Charles  A.  Prouty,  eldest  son  of  John  A.  and 
Hannah  (I<amb)  Prouty,  was  horn  in  Newport 
in  1853    He  received  an  excellent  education,  be- 
ginning in  the  district  schools,  and  fitting  for  col- 
lege at  the  I'pton  (Massachusetts)  high  school, 
and  at  the  Derby  and  St.  Johnsbury  Academies. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875  at 
the  head  of  his  class.    He  excelled  in  mathe- 
matics and  astronomy,  and,  with  the  intention  of 
devoting  his  life  to  the  latter  science,  entered  the 
Allegheny  City  (Pennsylvania)  Observatory,  but 
ill  health  obliged  him  to  relinquish  this  undertak- 
ing.   He  then  studied  law  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Throphilus  Grout,  Esq..  of  Newport,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Orleans  county  at 
the  February  term.  1877.    For  one  year  he  was 
associated  in  practice  with  his  old  preceptor,  am! 
for  two  years  afterwards  served  acceptably  and 
usefully  as  principal  of  the  Newport  Aeademv 
and  Graded  School.   In  1882  he  resumed  practice 
in  Newport,  and  has  since  been  busilv  engaged 
in  his  profession,  winning  reputation  as  a  leader 
of  the  l»ar  in  the  state.    He  has  been  cntru-tr.! 
with  many  of  the  most  important  cases  t»d.  .ngmt' 
to  the  courts  of  the  commonwealth,  representing 
a  large  and  important  clientele,  among  winch  are 
the  Rutland  Railroad  Company,  of  which  he  has 
been  general  counsel,  and  the  Central  Vermont 
Railroad  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  at- 
torney. 

His  public  career  has  been  conspicuously  use 
ful  ami  honorable.  In  the  year  in  which  he  actu- 
ally iK'gan  his  law  practice  (  1882)  he  was  elected 
state's  '  attorney  for  Orleans  county,  and  he 
was  re-elected  in  1884.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
to  the  legislature,  and  in  that  body  made  a  splen- 
did reputation  for  ability  and  leadership.  A» 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  education  which 
drafted  the  school  law  of  that  session,  be  led 
the  deliberations  of  the  committee,  was  the  prime 
factor  in  formulating  the  law.  and  it  was  largeN 
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through  his  advocacy  that  it  was  enacted.  In 
1888  he  was  appointed  by  the  supreme  court  to 
the  position  of  reporter  of  decisions,  and  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  |x>sition  with  signal  abil- 
ity until  1896.  when  he  resigned  to  become  a 
nicmlK-r  of  the  inter-state  commerce  commission. 
His  calling  to  the  latter  high  position  was  a  splen- 
did tribute  It  became  necessary  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Veazey, 
and  Senator  Redfield  Proctor  named  Mr.  Prouty 
to  President  Cleveland.  Other  distinguished  men 
joined  in  the  recommendation.  Governor  Black, 
of  New  York,  called  upon  the  president,  and 
warmly  endorsed  him.  as  did  Representative 
Grout  and  Senator  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  while 
E.  J.  Phelps,  ex-minister  to  Great  Britain,  and 
others,  filed  personal  letters  testifying  to  Mr. 
Prouty's  great  ability  and  high  character.  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  sent  in  the  nominattion  of  Mr. 
Prouty  on  December  14,  1896,  and  the  senate 
confirmed  it  four  days  later.  In  this  high  posi- 
tion Mr.  Prouty  has  acquitted  himself  with  great 
capability,  and  has  added  to  his  reputation  for 
keen  discernment,  comprehensive  grasp  of  large 
affairs,  and  strict  dc\otion  to  the  interests  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Prouty  is  also  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  men  of  Newport.  He  installed 
the  electric  light  plant  in  180,1,  and  was  a  foremost 
leader  in  the  organization  of  the  Orleans  Trust 
Company,  of  which  he  has  been  president  from 
the  organization,  and  he  has  also  aided  in  various 
other  enterprises  of  public  moment.  He  was 
married  in  1879  to  Miss  Abbie  Davis,  of  Lyn- 
don, Vermont,  and  of  this  union  have  been  born 
two  children.  Ward  and  John,  Jr. 

George  Herbert  Prouty,  youngest  son  of  John 
A.  and  Hannah  (  Lamb)  Prouty,  was  born  in 
Newport  in  1802.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  St.  Johnshury  Academy,  and  af- 
terwards completed  a  course  in  Bryant  fit  Strat- 
um's Business  College.  !n  young  manhood  he 
became  identified  with  the  business  which  had 
been  established  by  his  father,  and  subsequently 
became  business  manager.  Manifesting  a  real 
aptitude  for  business,  its  direct  ion  has  fallen  in 
large  degree  upon  him  from  the  time  of  hi-: 
father's  retirement.  He  is  also  among  the  fore- 
most in  various  other  large  interests,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  promoting  all  measures  con- 


ducive to  the  public  welfare.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  to  the  legislature,  in  which  body  he  served 
upon  the  committees  of  ways  and  means  and  ot 
corporations.  He  was  married  in  December,  1890, 
to  Miss  Henrietta  Allen,  of  Rockville,  Connecti- 
cut. 

WILLIAM  REID  PRIME,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  Reid  Prime,  proprietor  of  the 
sanitarium  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  is  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  present  generation  of  an  ancient 
Flemish  family,  the  name  having  been  variously 
spelled  Preem,  Prum  and  de  la  Prymc.  The 
family  traces  its  origin  kick  to  1179.  and,  from 
that  date  down  to  1680,  furnished  sixteen  chief 
magistrates  to  the  cities  of  Flanders,  showing 
that,  during  these  five  centuries,  the  race  had 
maintained  its  place  in  the  front  ranks  of  the 
province.  The  name  also  appears  frequently 
among  those  of  the  Flemish  refugees  who  found 
a  home  in  London  and  Norwich,  England.  As 
adherence  to  the  Protestant  faith  was  generally 
the  reason  for  which  these  exiles  left  their  na- 
tive country,  it  is  probable  that  these  ancestors 
of  the  Primes  were  of  "the  religion."  and  it  is 
possible  that  they  were  among  the  Flemings  in- 
vited by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  make  England  their 
home  on  account  of  their  proficiency  in  certain 
arts  and  manufactures  she  desired  to  introduce 
into  her  kingdom. 

Thomas  Merrill  Prime,  Sr.,  grandfather  of 
William  Keid  Prime,  was  by  trade  a  hatter,  this 
being  the  only  fact  in  his  history  which  has  come 
down  to  us,  the  record  being  absolutely  silent 
as  to  all  other  details,  including  those  of  his  birth 
and  death. 

Thomas  Merrill  Prime,  Jr.,  son  of  Thomas 
Merrill  Prime,  Sr..  was  a  physician,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Castleton  Seminary  and  in  Bellevue 
College,  New  York,  after  which  he  took  the 
practice  of  Dr.  Colton,  of  Brome,  province  of 
Quebec,  where  he  remained  fifteen  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Knowlton,  province  of  Quebec, 
where  he  still  resides,  having  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice.  Dr.  Prime  is  a  very  prominent 
man,  having  been  a  candidate  for  parliament, 
and  is  also  very  active  in  Masonic  work.  He 
is  local  editor  of  the  St.  John  (province  of  Que- 
bec) Literary  Xcws.    Dr.  Prime  married  Amity 


Digitized  by  Google 


736 


THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 


Paige,  one  of  eight  children,  the  family  of  a 
farmer  of  Bakcrsfield,  Vermont.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Prime  had  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  names  of  those  living  are :  Will- 
iam Reid,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter;  Dr. 
M.  F.  Prime,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts;  Adele, 
who  married  Joseph  Everett,  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  Winifred,  who  resides  at  home.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Prime  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church. 

William  Reid  Prime,  son  of  William  Merrill, 
Jr.,  and  Amity  (Paige)  Prime,  was  born  in  1857  at 
Fairfield,  Vermont,  and  was  educated  at  Bishop's 
College  School  at  I.ennoxville,  province  of  Que- 
bec, and  at  Knowlton  Academy,  Knowlton,  prov- 
ince of  Quebec.  When  the  time  arrived  for  Dr. 
Prime  to  choose  a  life  calling,  he  selected  his 
father's  profession  of  medicine,  and  his  prepara- 
tory studies  were  conducted  at  Knowlton,  by  his 
father,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  at  McGill 
Medical  College,  Montreal,  and  one  year  at  the 
University  Medical  College,  New  York  city,  tak- 
ing three  courses  of  medical  lectures,  and  gradu- 
ating from  the  last  named  institution  in  1879. 
Dr.  Prime  entered  upon  active  practice  of  his 
profession  at  East  Berkshire,  Vermont,  whence 
he  removed  to  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  and 
then  to  Richford,  Vermont,  where  he  remained 
five  years,  being  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, of  that  place.  From  1889  to  1892  Dr.  Prime 
was  in  partnership  with  Dr.  A.  P.  Grcnwcll,  of 
Burlington,  Vermont,  where,  in  1895,  he  pur- 
chased the  residence  of  H.  H.  Hickok,  which 
he  converted  into  a  sanitarium.  This  building, 
which  has  accommodations  for  twenty  patients, 
is  beautifully  fitted  up  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, including  a  fine  operating  room  for  sur- 
gical cases.  The  sanitarium  maintains  a  staff 
of  the  best  trained  nurses,  and  is.  in  all  its  de- 
partments, completely  equipped.  In  this  insti- 
tution, under  the  scientific  direction  of  Dr.  Prime, 
have  been  performed  some  of  the  most  success- 
ful surgical  operations.  With  all  the  cares  and 
responsibilities  pertaining  to  the  life  of  an  active 
practitioner,  Dr.  Prime  has  never  ceased  to  be  a 
student,  having,  in  1890,  taken  a  post-graduate 
course  at  the  New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical 
School.  In  his  studies  Dr.  Prime  has  given  par- 
ticular attention  to  diseases  of  women,  receiving 
special  practical  instruction  at  Mount  Sinai  Hos- 


pital, New  York,  from  Professor  Mundc  and 
Professor  Tauszky  in  1879. 

During  the  smallpox  epidemic  in  1885,  Dr. 
Prime  was  sanitary  inspector  United  States  Ma- 
rine Hospital  service,  and  was  appointed  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Vermont  National  Guards  in  1889, 
attending  physician  to  the  Home  for  Destitute 
Children,  Burlington,  Vermont,  in  1891,  and 
medical  director  for  the  Vermont  Life  Insurance 
Company,  1S93,  holding  the  last  named  office 
for  seven  years.  Dr.  Prime  was  for  four  years 
attending  surgeon  to  the  Mary  Fletcher  Hos- 
pital, of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  attending  physician  at  the  Fanny  Allen 
Hospital,  in  the  establishment  of  which  institu- 
tion he  took  an  active  part.  The  facility  which 
Dr.  Prime  possesses  in  speaking  the  French  lan- 
guage renders  his  services  peculiarly  valuable 
to  this  hospital,  which  is  to  some  extent  connected 
with  the  Catholic  church,  many  of  the  members 
of  which  speak  French  as  their  mother  tongue. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  hospital  from  it* 
organization,  having  been  the  first  surgeon.  Dr. 
Prime  is  a  member  of  the  Franklin  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  the  Vermont  Medical  Society,  the 
American  Public  Health  Association,  and  the 
Burlington  Clinical  Society.  In  addition  to  his 
professional  reputation  as  a  skillful  practitioner, 
Dr.  Prime  is  well  known  as  an  author,  having 
written  extensively  on  medical  topics. 

Dr.  Prime  married,  in  1879,  Mary  Hatch 
Green,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Hatch) 
Green,  of  Windsor,  Vermont,  and  granddaughter 
of  G.  and  O.  D.  Hatch,  of  the  same  place.  Mr. 
Isaac  Green  was  a  merchant  and  spent  his  last 
years  in  Minnesota.  His  family  consisted  of  two 
daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Prime  was  the  younger, 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Fisher  being  the  elder.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Prime  have  three  children :  Mary  Frances,  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school,  and  now  studying 
for  the  profession  of  a  trained  nurse;  William 
Isaac,  still  a  student  at  the  high  school ;  and  Mer- 
rill Hatch,  only  two  years  old.  Dr.  Prime  is  an 
attendant  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

GEORGE  W.  FLAGG. 

George  W.  Flagg,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  a  prominent  resident  of  Braintree,  Vermont, 
was  born  in  that  town  April  9,  1839,  a  son  of 
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Austin  and  Mary  E.  (Harwood)  Flagg.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  Randolph  Academy,  and  after 
completing  his  studies  assisted  his  father  in  the 
management  of  his  farm  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  after  which  he  was  employed  as 
a  day  laborer  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  enlisted  in  May,  1861,  as  a  private 
in  Company  F,  Second  Regiment  Vermont  Vol- 
unteers, which  was  organized  at  Montpelier,  and 
he  participated  in  every  engagement  in  which  the 
old  Vermont  Brigade  bore  a  part,  from  Bull  Run 
to  Appomattox,  and  tor  his  bravery  on  the  field 
of  battle  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant, and  in  the  absence  of  all  the  superior  offi- 
cers he  more  than  once  commanded  the  com- 
pany. In  the  four  years  of  his  service  he  was 
constantly  on  duty  with  the  exception  of  one 
month,  when  he  was  disabled  from  a  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  battle  of  the  \\  ilderness.  His  bri- 
gade was  the  first  to  enter  Petersburg,  when 
General  Grant  advanced  on  Richmond.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  as  first  lieutenant,  with 
brevet  captain,  July  25,  1865,  and  commanded 
and  took  home  the  only  company  organized  in  the 
capital  of  the  state  during  the  war. 

Shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  war  he 
purchased  a  farm,  which  consisted  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
town  of  Eraintree,  and  he  so  improved  and  culti- 
vated it  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  productive 
in  that  section  of  the  state.  He  devotes  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Cotswold  sheep, 
and  he  has  b«.cn  awarded  many  medals  and  prizes 
for  specimens  exhibited  at  New  England  state 
and  county  fairs.  Part  of  his  farm  consists  of 
an  excellent  orchard,  from  which  he  derives  a 
goodly  income,  as  there  is  always  a  constant  de- 
mand for  fine  fruit. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Flagg  showed  great  aptitude 
for  collar  and  elbow  wrestling,  and  was  wont 
even  when  a  boy  to  display  this  accomplishment 
at  public  gatherings  ;  his  skill  gradually  increased, 
and  he  soon  became  the  acknowledged  champion 
of  the  Army  of*  the  Potomac.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  lost  his  last  fall  (for  business),  and 
for  fifteen  years  he  knew  no  difference  in  men, 
but  could  throw,  in  five  minutes,  any  man  he  ever 
met.    From  the  age  of  thirty-five  to  forty-eight 

he  traveled  extensively  through  most  of  the  states 
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giving  exhibitions  of  his  proficiency,  and  his  only 
rival  was  H.  M.  Dufur,  with  whom  he  had  many 
a  hard-fought  battle.  He  won  many  matches  in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  wrestled  in  almost  every 
town  of  importance  in  Michigan,  where  he  defeat- 
ed the  renowned  Indian  Chief  Tipsico  at  a  back 
hold  match.  In  New  England  he  wrestled  for 
agricultural  societies,  one  of  which  was  the  Ver- 
mont State  Fair,  also  Fourth  of  July  gatherings, 
where  thousands  of  people  viewed  his  exhibi- 
tions. In  his  travels  he  challenged  all  comers 
for  any  amount  with  pertect  confidence,  and  in 
all  his  matches  he  always  manifested  a  kindly 
spirit,  never  losing  his  temper,  and  being  strictly 
honest.  After  each  campaign  of  travels  he  re- 
turned to  work  on  his  farm,  never  training  for  a 
match  or  series  of  matches.  During  his  career 
he  has  doubtless  wrestled  two  hundred  matches, 
and  in  all  his  travels  he  never  tasted  liquor;  being 
a  firm  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  he 
has  made  speeches  in  the  legislature,  and  none 
are  more  zealous  in  the  cause  than  he. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  preferences,  he 
represented  his  town  in  the  state  legislature  in 
1886,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  many  minor 
offices.  He  received  his  degrees  in  Masonry  in 
Phoenix  Lodge  of  Randolph,  and  he  is  a  member 
and  served  as  commander  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Post  No.  96,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Randolph,  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Flagg  possesses  a  marked  personality, 
is  fully  six  feet  in  height,  with  the  figure  of  a 
Hercules,  and  with  his  excellent  characteristics 
is  a  representative  man  of  the  state  of  Vermont. 

On  May  16,  1865,  Mr.  Flagg  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Delia  A.  Howard,  daughter  of 
Whitman  and  Elmira  (Smith)  Howard.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them :  Lester  G.  and 
Bert  C.  Flagg. 

EDWARD  ARMS. 

Edward  Arms,  for  many  years  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Bellows  Falls,  was  a  man  of  strong  per- 
sonality and  a  business  man  of  ability  and  acu- 
men. He  was  born  May  14.  1843,  at  Bellows 
Falls,  and  died  on  the  1st  of  January,  1900.  He 
was  a  son  of  Otis  B.  Anns,  and  a  descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  William  Arms,  the 
immigrant  ancestor,  the  line  of  descent  being 
traced  down  from  William  through  Daniel,  Daniel, 
Aaron,  Ralph  and  Otis  B.  to  Edward  Arms. 
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William  Arms,  born  in  1654,  was  a  soldier 
under  Captain  Turner,  and  took  part  in  the  noted 
fight  with  the  Indians  at  Hadley  Falls,  on  May 
19,  1676.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  but  in  1698  removed  from 
there  to  Deerfield.  Massachusetts,  locating  in  that 
part  of  the  town  now  known  as  Arms  Corner, 
where  he  bought  land  that  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  descendants,  George  A.  and  Richard  C. 
Arms.  He  died  on  the  Deerfield  homestead  in 
1731.  Of  this  union  with  Joanna  Hawks,  a 
daughter  of  John  Hawks,  of  Hadley,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  following  named  children  were  born: 
William,  John,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Hannah,  Daniel, 
Ebenezer,  William  and  Elizabeth. 

Daniel  Arms  was  married  first  to  Esther, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Smead.  and  for  his  second 
wife  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  (Hitchcock)  Taylor. 
The  children  born  of  his  two  marriages  were  as 
follows :  Submit,  Danid,  Ebenezer,  Moses, 
Esther,  Aaron,  Martha,  Abner,  Moses,  Seth  and 
Consider. 

Daniel  Arms,  of  the  third  generation,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ownership  of  the  home  farm  in 
Deerfield,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  wedded 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Stebbins,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  eight  children:  Submit.  Dan- 
iel, Mary,  Aaron.  Esther,  Thomas.  Experience 
and  Martha. 

Aaron  Arms,  of  the  fourth  generation,  a  life- 
long farmer  of  Deerfield.  inherited  the  ancestral 
homestead.  He  married  Lucy  Tyler,  daughter  of 
Christopher  Tyler,  of  Boston.  Massachusetts,  and 
the  children  1mm  of  this  union  were  as  follows: 
Christopher  Tyler  (i),  Christopher  Tyler  (2), 
Mary  (i).  Mary  (2),  Lucy  Sophia.  Aaron, 
Ralph,  Sophia  and  Martha. 

Ralph  Arms,  born  in  1791.  succeeded  to  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Deerfield.  being  a  successful  farmer.  In  1816 
he  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bard- 
well.  She  died  August  16.  1855,  and  he  survived 
for  two  years,  dy  ing  August  3,  1857.  Of  their 
union  eight  children  were  liorn :  Otis  Bardwcll, 
born  November  15,  1816:  John,  born  May  24, 
1819;  Caroline  Sophia,  who  was  Iwrn  October 
10,  1820,  married  Samuel  Guild,  June  0.  1858. 
and  died  November  r,  1876:  Daniel,  born  Febru- 
ary 2,  1823:  Abigail  Foster,  who  was  born  Sep- 
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tember  17,  1825,  and  was  marired  April  2,  1847, 
to  Francis  M.  Ball;  Aaron,  born  August  22. 
1829,  and  was  married  December  25,  1855,  to 
Mary  J.  Towns,  of  Kcene,  New  Hampshire; 
Edward,  who  was  born  October  1,  1832,  and 
died  March  16,  1843:  and  Mary  Ann  Jackson, 
who  was  born  September  16,  1836,  and  was  mar- 
ried April  17,  1856,  to  Frederick  M.  Willson,  of 
Bellows  Falls,  Vermont. 

Otis  Banlwell  Arms  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
Massachusetts,  November  15,  1816.  and  removing 
to  Bellows  Falls,  New  York,  in  1840,  he  followed 
the  blacksmith's  trade  for  several  years.  In  1861 
he  bought  a  third  interest  in  the  Bellows  Falls 
grist  mill,  and  in  1869,  in  company  with  his  two 
brothers,  John  and  Aaron,  he  embarked  in  the 
hardware  business,  continuing  until  1872,  when  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  paper,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Rockingham  Paper  Company,  with 
which  he  was  identified  until  its  dissolution.  He 
died  September  8,  1886.  In  1842  he  married 
Sarah  N.  Watkins,  of  Walpole,  New  Hampshire, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children :  Edward  and  Liz- 
zie S.  The  latter  became  the  wife  of  Henry  F. 
King,  and  died  June  12,  1902,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Gertrude  Arms  King  and  Henry  Otis  King. 

Edward  Anns  was  reared  and  educated  in  Bel- 
lows Falls.  After  leaving  school  he  served  as 
a  clerk  in  his  father's  hardware  store,  and  later 
was  in  his  employ  in  the  flour  and  grain  business. 
He  was  subsequently  engaged  for  a  number  of 
years  in  paper  manufacturing,  being  first  identi- 
fied with  the  firm  of  Moore  &  Arms,  which  later 
became  Moore.  Arms  &  Thompson,  continuing 
with  that  firm  until  1890  and  carrying  on  an  ex- 
cellent business.  From  that  time  until  his  death, 
January  1,  1900,  Mr.  Arms  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  operating  extensive  flour  mills 
as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Arms  &  Kid- 
der, in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  By  prudent  man- 
agitnent  and  wise  business  foresight  he  contrib- 
uted to  the  development  of  his  native  town,  of 
which  he  was  a  substantial  factor.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity  and  genuine  worth,  his 
death  being  a  recognized  loss  to  the  community 
as  well  as  to  his  immediate  family  and  friends. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  was  a  con- 
sistent member  and  generous  supporter  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Bellows  Falls. 

(  hi  the  14th  of  May,  1872,  Mr.  Anns  wedded 
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Mary  Josephine,  daughter  of  Sheriff  Ralph  J. 
Holt,  of  Kecne,  New  Hampshire,  who  was  born 
in  Alstead,  that  state,  in  1812,  a  son  of  David 
Holt,  and  after  receiving  his  education  in  his  na- 
tive town  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1846  he  settled  in  Kcene,  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  became  an  honored  and  influential  citi- 
zen. In  1854  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1876,  when  he 
was  appointed  sheriff  of  Cheshire  county.  In 
1878  he  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
sheriff  elected  by  the  people  under  the  constitu- 
tion, but  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office 
he  was  ineligible  for  re-election  on  account  of 
the  age  limit,  but  was  elected  deputy  sheriff, 
and  served  with  ability  and  fidelity  until  his 
death,  August  21,  1891.  lie  possessed  much 
tact,  was  well  versed  in  law,  and  was  held  in 
high  regard  by  the  courts  as  well  as  the  bar. 
Personally  Mr.  Holt  was  a  pleasant,  genial  man 
to  meet,  kind-hearted  and  obliging.  In  1882  he 
served  as  alderman  in  Keenc.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sally  Ann  Towns,  was  de- 
scended from  William  Towns,  who  received  and 
settled  a  grant  of  land  in  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
in  1640,  removing  to  Topsfield  in  165 1,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land.  He  was  the  father  of 
Rebecca  Noursc  and  Mary  Esty,  who  were  hanged 
as  witches  in  1692,  at  the  time  of  the  strange 
delusion  known  in  history  as  the  Salem  witch- 
craft. Nehemiah  Towns  fought  in  the  battle 
of  White  Plains.  Mrs.  Holt  was  descended  from 
William  Towns  through  two  lines:  the  ancestry 
being  traced  from  William  to  Kdmund,  William. 
Jeremiah.  Nehemiah,  John  and  Sally  Ann  Towns ; 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  family  the  line  comes 
down  from  William  through  three  Jacobs.  Joshua, 
and  Lucy,  to  Sally  Ann  Towns.  Mrs.  Holt  was 
also  a  descendant  of  Seth  Heaton,  one  of  the 
three  original  settlers  and  grantees  of  Keene, 
New  Hampshire,  the  line  being  through  Samuel, 
Nancy  Ileaton.  Sally  Ann  Towns,  who  became 
Mrs.  Holt.  She  survived  her  husband,  dying 
April  8,  1002,  aged  eighty- two  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arms  was  born  one  child, 
Caroline  Holt  Arms,  whose  birth  occurred  Octo- 
ber 2T,  1878.  and  who  was  graduated  from  Smith 
College  with  the  class  of  1001.  Mrs.  Arms  is  a 
woman  of  culture  and  active  in  social  circles. 


EDWARD  II.  HORTON. 

Edward  H.  Horton,  of  Burlington,  Vermont, 
belongs  to  a  family  which  has  been,  fbr  three 
generations,  represented  in  the  state.  George 
W.  Horton,  grandfather  of  Edward  H.  Horton, 
was  born  in  1805,  in  Chase,  New  York,  and  in 
early  life  went  to  Winooski,  where  he  received 
his  education.  He  studied  medicine,  and  de- 
voted himself  through  life  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  being  one  of  the  earliest  physicians 
in  Winooski.  His  services  were  in  great  demand, 
his  professional  abilities  and  personal  character 
being  held  in  high  esteem.  He  married  Eliza 
A.  Beach,  born  in  1807,  in  Ballston  Springs,  New 
York.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  children: 
Edward,  who  died  in  Dubuque,  iowa ;  George 
W.,  who  died  in  19x51,  in  Colchester,  Vermont; 
Harvey  Van  Ness ;  and  Charles  Wesley,  who  was 
killed  by  falling  from  a  train.  Dr.  Horton  died 
in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  ten  years  later,  being  then  seventy- 
five  years  old. 

Harvey  Van  Ness  Horton,  son  of  George  W. 
and  Eliza  A.  (Beach)  Horton,  was  born  in  April, 
1838,  in  Winooski,  Vermont,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  for  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  followed  the  profession  of 
teaching.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  Charles  La  Fauntain  and 
Francis  La  Clair,  holding  this  position  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1878-70-80  he  again  became  a  teacher, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  coal  and  insurance 
business.  In  1881  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  and 
relinquished  that  office  when  his  successor,  C. 
G.  Allard,  qualified.  Mr.  Horton  was  the  incum- 
bent of  the  office  for  twenty-two  years,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  was  a  faithful  and  painstaking  offi- 
cial, paying  the  utmost  attention  to  the  thousand 
details  of  the  office  and  working  for  the  interest 
of  his  constituents  at  ali  times.  lie  has  been 
actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and 
city  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  has  held 
nearlv  all  the  responsible  offices  in  the  t^ift  of 
the  voters.  He  was  town  treasurer  for  four 
years ;  town  superintendent  of  schools  for  fifteen 
years;  selectman  for  three  years;  principal  of 
Winooski  graded  schools  for  three  years,  and 
village  trustee  for  five  years.   He  was  also  village 
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clerk  for  many  years,  and  revised  and  published 
the  charter  of  the  village  in  the  eighties.  Mr. 
Horton  was  employed  to  look  up  the  title  deeds 
of  the  land  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  govern- 
ment post  at  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  a  most  arduous 
task,  requiring  exhaustive  research.  He  has  been 
repeatedly  urged  by  both  political  parties  to  rep- 
resent the  town  in  the  state  legislature,  but  has 
always  refused  the  honor.  lie  married  Emily  A 
Wardwell,  born  in  1839,  in  Winooski,  Vermont, 
daughter  of  William  G.  and  Elizabeth  P.  (Smith) 
Wardwell.  The  former  named,  born  in  1805, 
in  Andover,  was  a  merchant  and  millwright,  who 
died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His  wife 
was  bora  in  1807,  in  New  Hampshire.  Their 
family  consisted  of  seven  children :  George,  who 
died  in  1863;  William,  now  living  in  Michigan; 
Elizabeth,  who  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Emily 
A.,  mentioned  above  as  the  wife  of  Harvey  Van 
Ness  Horton;  Lorenzo  P.,  now  living  in  Wi- 
nooski ;  Zac,  who  died  in  1892 ;  and  Frederick, 
who  died  in  1884.  Mrs.  Wardwell,  the  mother 
of  these  children,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty -seven. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Edward  H.,  mentioned  at  length  here- 
inafter, and  Benjamin  E.,  who  died  young. 

Edward  H.  Horton,  son  of  Harvey  Van  Ness 
and  Emily  A.  (Wardwell)  Horton,  was  born 
October  13,  1863,  in  Winooski,  Vermont,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  place,  after  which,  for  the  three  years 
1881,  1882  and  1883,  ne  wa*  employed  as  clerk 
and  bookkeeper  by  Francis  La  Clair.  He  was 
then  elected  assistant  town  clerk,  and  lias  held, 
in  the  course  of  time,  all  other  town  offices. 

He  was  the  first  president  of  the  village, 
but  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  refused  re- 
election. He  held  for  len  years  the  office  of  con- 
stable and  tax  collector,  and  in  1892  was  appoint- 
ed deputy  collector  of  customs.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  rive  years  of  service  he  was  again  elected 
to  his  former  position  of  town  clerk,  which  he 
held  until  1002,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to 
accept  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Chittenden  county. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  insurance  and  coal  business. 

In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  since 
his  twenty-first  year  has  served  a^  delegate  to 
both  county  and  state  conventions.  By  reason  of 
his  unquestioned  integrity  he  has  had  the  support 


of  both  parties,  and  in  his  election  to  the  shriev- 
alty carried  a  strong  Republican  county  by  four- 
teen hundred  majority,  being  the  first  Democratic 
sheriff  the  county  lias  had  in  fifty  years.  He  is 
a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge  No.  4,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  St.  Albans,  and  belongs  to  Green  Mountain 
Lodge  No.  1, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Burlington,  in  which 
he  has  held  all  offices.  He  is  past  grand  noble  of 
the  State  Patriarchs  Militant,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  grand  encampment.  He  attends  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  but  the  members  of  his 
family  belong  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  com- 
munion. 

Mr.  Horton  married,  in  1886,  Jennie  L.  Jubell, 
born  in  1865,  in  Winooski,  daughter  of  Frank 
Jubell,  who  is  in  the  foundry  business  in  Wi- 
nooski. The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jubell  con- 
sisted of  six  children :  Frank ;  Minnie,  who  mar- 
ried Harry  Weston ;  Jennie  L.,  mentioned  above 
as  the  wife  of  Edward  H.  Horton;  Abby,  who 
married,  in  1882,  Homer  Barton,  deceased ;  Nel- 
lie, who  became  the  wife  of  A.  S.  Chapman ;  and 
Eugene,  who  resides  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Horton  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
George  Harvey,  Edward  E.  and  Cranford  W. 

DENNIS  A.  DICKENSON. 

r 

The  above  honored  name  is  one  familiar  in 
the  communities  of  Fayetteville  and  Williams- 
ville,  in  which  latter  village  the  gentleman  rep- 
resented by  it  is  now  a  resident,  having  removed 
there  from  his  farm  on  the  highway  between  the 
two  villages  in  1900,  and  on  which  farm  he  had  re- 
sided for  a  period  of  some  fifty  years.  The  traveler 
passing  through  the  two  villages  cannot  fail  to 
especially  notice  the  commodious  farm  mansion 
which  stands  on  a  commanding  height  surrounded 
by  ample  barns  and  out-buildings,  and  backed 
by  a  broad  stretch  of  meadow  extending  to  the 
river.  The  farm  contains  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  of  which  sixty  is  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  residence  is  handsomely 
finished  in  cherry  and  chestnut,  all  of  the  ma- 
terials having  been  cut  upon  the  farm.  It  contains 
fourteen  rooms,  and  the  home  is  supplied  with 
pure  and  never-failing  spring  water.  Upon  the 
place  is  a  good  sugar  orchard  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  trees,  and  is  provided  with  modern 
equipment  for  the  manufacture  of  that  product. 
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A  fine  orchard  set  out  by  Mr.  Dickenson  is  a 
feature  of  the  farm. 

Dennis  Dickenson  is  an  excellent  type  of  a 
thrifty  and  energetic  farmer  of  the  old  school. 
He  is  naturally  conservative,  but  provides  all 
needed  improvements  and  is  a  good  financier.  At 
the  age  of  fourscore  he  is  still  hale,  active  and 
healthy,  and.  though  he  has  retired  from  the 
active,  rugged  life  of  the  farm,  he  is  still  able  to 
attend  to  his  business  interests.  Mr.  Dickenson 
came  to  the  town  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  with 
the  family  of  his  father,  David  Dickenson,  and 
has  lived  here  ever  since,  enjoying  the  respect 
of  the  entire  community.  As  he  grew  to  man- 
hood he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  wheel- 
wright and  carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  for  a 
number  of  years  in  connection  with  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Aaron  Robinson,  in  1845,  and  two  years  later 
they  came  to  the  paternal  farm  home  of  his  wife, 
where  they  resided  during  half  a  century  of  happy 
wedded  life.  She  died  in  1900.  They  had  two 
children,  Aaron  C,  located  in  Colorado,  and  Imo- 
gene,  wife  of  Dr.  P.  P.  White,  of  Williamsville. 
During  his  residence  in  the  community  Mr.  Dick- 
enson took  great  interest  in  the  public  life,  serv- 
ing for  a  period  of  thirty-three  successive  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  For  that  period,  also, 
he  served  as  town  clerk. 

Mr.  Dickenson  is  the  son  of  David  Dickenson 
and  Rachel  Knight.  Grandfather  Dickenson  was 
named  Abram,  his  wife's  name  being  Betsy,  and 
their  children  were  William,  Betsy,  Jane,  Sally 
and  David.  The  parents  of  our  immediate  subject 
reared  Arteus,  Joel,  Maria  and  Dennis. 

Mr.  Dennis  A.  Dickenson  is  a  gentleman  who 
commands  the  confidence  of  the  entire  commun- 
ity, and  is  now  in  his  old  age  enjoying  a  well 
earned  rest  from  the  hard  labors  of  his  early 
life.  Having  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  life  of  this  community  for  so  long  a  period, 
and  his  associations  with  that  life  having  been  of 
such  an  honorable  character,  he  is  to-day  able 
to  command  the  good  offices  of  a  very  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

JAMES  HENRY  TALBOT. 

James  Henry  Talbot,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  progressive  merchants  of  Northfield,  Ver- 
mont, was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Aug- 


ust 25,  1854,  a  son  of  Richard  John  and  Frances 
Mary  Talbot.  Richard  John  Talbot  was  a  son 
of  James  Talbot,  who  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  tailor.  Richard  John  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1829,  and  after  attending  the  district  school 
learned  the  trade  of  tailoring,  and  worked  at  that 
vocation  for  some  time.  In  185 1  or  1852  he  came 
to  this  country,  and  settled  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Athol,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  established  a  business  which  he 
conducted  successfully  for  twenty-seven  years. 
He  was  an  honest,  industrious  and  capable  man, 
and  was  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  came 
in  contact  with  him. 

Mr.  Talbot  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Frances  Mary  Whitaker,  in  Stockbridge,  England, 
that  being  her  birthplace.  Five  children  were  born 
to  them,  four  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity : 
James  Henry,  Emma  Martha,  Katherine  Mar- 
garet, Richard  John  and  Frances  Mary  Talbot. 
All  the  family  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Talbot  died  in 
i893- 

James  Henry  Talbot  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  later  was  taught 
by  private  tutors.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion he  learned  the  tailoring  trade  with  his  father. 
He  remained  in  his  employ  until  1876,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  merchant  tailoring  business  in 
Athol,  Massachusetts,  remaining  there  until  1886, 
when  he  located  in  Northfield,  Vermont.  He 
was  employed  for  about  a  year  as  a  cutter  for 
George  B.  Denny,  and  he  then  established  a 
tailoring  business  on  his  own  account,  and  by 
dint  of  thrift,  perseverance  and  good  manage- 
ment has  met  with  a  well  merited  degree  of 
success.  Mr.  Talbot  acts  in  the  capacity  of 
superintendent  of  the  electric  light  plant,  and  has 
also  been  treasurer  of  the  Northfield  Telephone 
Company  since  its  organization. 

Mr.  Talbot's  affiliations  are  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  since  1891,  and  for  four  years 
held  the  position  of  village  clerk.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Northfield  Public  Library,  and  he  now  acts 
as  their  treasurer.  It  was  due  mainly  to  his 
efforts  that  the  board  of  trade  was  organized  in 
the  town.    Mr.  Talbot  is  a  prominent  member 
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and  acts  as  president  of  the  Governor  Payne 
Club,  and  he  also  acts  in  the  same  capacity  for 
the  Conversational  Club.  He  is  also  an  active 
member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  The 
familv  are  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

On  August  29,  1876,  Mr.  Talbot  married  Miss 
Mary  Ryan,  born  in  Warwick,  Massachusetts,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ryan,  both  natives 
of  Ireland.  Four  children  have  been  torn  to 
them :  Frances  Mary,  a  graduate  of  the  North- 
field  high  school,  and  she  has  been  engaged 
as  a  teacher  in  the  Northfield  grammar  school, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  O'Brien,  a  mer- 
chant of  Ludlow,  Vermont;  George  Everett, 
a  graduate  of  the  Lawrence  University,  now 
engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  in  New  York 
city,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Boyd ;  Kathcr- 
ine  Louisa,  a  graduate  of  the  Northfield  high 
school,  after  which  she  taught  school  for  two 
years,  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  L.  Aldrich, 
a  civil  engineer  of  Waltham,  Massachusetts,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Evelyn  Louisa  Aldrich; 
Minnie  Theresa,  a  graduate  of  the  Northfield 
high  school,  and  employed  at  the  present  time 
as  a  teacher. 

JAMES  W.  MARSH,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  W.  Marsh,  of  Manchester,  Ver- 
mont, whose  conspicuously  useful  professional 
career  has  extended  over  much  more  than  a  third 
of  a  century,  is  a  native  of  the  state,  descended 
from  an  old  and  honored  New  England  family  of 
the  Colonial  times.  His  American  ancestor, 
George  Marsh,  emigrated  from  Hingham,  Nor- 
folk county,  England,  in  1635.  and  landed  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  in  June  of  that  year. 
His  son  John  was  born  in  England,  August  19, 
1663,  and  he  was  the  father  of  Ephraim,  who  was 
born  in  this  country,  April  2,  1710,  and  was 
father  of  Ephraim,  born  April  2,  1738. 

Ephraim  Marsh,  son  of  Ephraim  last  named, 
was  born  July  23,  1775.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
passed  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Cabot, 
Vermont,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  He  was  an  exemplary  Christian,  and 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  for  up- 
wards of  sixty  years.  He  married  a  Walbridge, 
a  woman  of  great  strength  of  character,  and  noted 


as  a  fine  mathematician,  and  of  this  marriage  were 
born  nine  children. 

Hiram  Marsh,  son  of  Ephraim  Marsh  last 
named,  was  born  in  Cabot,  Vermont.  He  was  a 
fine  mechanic  and  possessed  of  artistic  talent  For 
some  years  he  drew  and  printed  all  the  maps 
for  his  section  of  the  country.  He  subsequently 
purchased  a  farm  at  Cabot,  whereon  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died, 
April  28,  1845.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  He 
married  Amelia  E.  Davis,  who  was  born  in  South 
Reading,  Vermont,  February  8,  1820.  With  her 
husband  she  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  She  died  December  22,  1886,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

James  W.  Marsh,  son  of  Hiram  and  Amelia 
(Davis)  Marsh,  was  born  October  15,  1839,  in 
Reading,  Windsor  county.  Vermont.  He  there 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  when  ten  years 
old  went  to  Peru,  Bennington  county,  where  he 
entered  the  high  school,  and  after  completing  his 
course  attended  academics  in  Lawrence,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Woodstock,  Vermont.  He  began 
his  professional  studies  in  the  Physio- Medical 
College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1862,  and  afterwards  pursued  a  course 
in  the  Eclectic  College  in  the  same  city.  He  then 
went  to  New  York  city,  and  there  attended  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  where  he  was 
afforded  unusual  opportunities  for  witnessing 
treatment  and  operations  in  all  classes  of  diseases 
and  injuries.  He  completed  his  medical  educa- 
tion in  the  Philadelphia  (Pennsylvania)  Eclectic 
College.  He  then  located  in  Peru,  Vermont, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  a  period  of 
four  years.  For  two  years  afterwards  he  practiced 
in  Londonderry,  Vermont,  thence  returning  to 
Peru,  where  he  remained  four  years.  In  1874 
he  located  in  East  Dorset,  and  remained  there 
until  1880,  when  he  found  his  present  location  at 
Manchester  Center,  where  he  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  his  professional  duties.  While  his 
practice  has  covered  the  entire  field  of  medical 
science,  he  has  given  particular  attention  to  sur- 
gery, and  he  is  known  over  a  wide  region  of  coun- 
try as  most  successful  in  the  removal  of  tumors 
and  excrescences.  Standing  high  in  his  profes- 
sion, he  is  a  well  regarded  member  of  varions 
medical  bodies,  the  State  Eclectic  Society,  of 
which  he  has  been  president,  the  New  England 
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Eclectic  Society,  and  other.  He  has  at  various 
times  written  papers  upon  professional  topics, 
which  have  been  presented  before  the  bodies 
named,  and  have  been  given  to  the  public  through 
their  published  proceedings  and  the  medical  press. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity ;  has 
served  as  secretary  of  West  River  Lodge  No.  57, 
F.  Ik  A.  M.,  of  Londonderry,  Vermont,  and  for 
forty  years  past  has  been  afhliated  with  Adoni- 
ram  Lodge  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Manchester. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  auxiliary  order,  the 
Eastern  Star,  in  which  he  has  held  official  posi- 
tions. He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  his  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
Republican  party. 

Dr.  Marsh  was  married  in  1863  to  Miss  Louise 
Arnold,  who  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Ver- 
mont, a  daughter  of  Dr.  Jeremiah  Arnold,  who 
was  in  his  day  a  physician  of  considerable  repu- 
tation. Mrs.  Marsh  died  February  12,  1881,  hav- 
ing borne  to  her  husband  three  children,  of  whom 
there  is  now  living  but  one,  who  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Manchester  Center,  and  be- 
came the  wife  of  George  E.  Reed,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  the  town  named,  and  to  them  was  born 
one  child,  Helen  Isadore  Reed. 

FREDERICK  W.  WARD. 

Frederick  W.  Ward,  a  leading  man  of  affairs 
of  Burlington,  Vermont,  belongs  to  an  old  and 
highly  respected  New  England  family.  Samuel 
Ward,  his  great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
1714,  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Pittsfield.  Massachusetts.  Isaac  Ward, 
son  of  Samuel  Ward,  was  born  in  1757,  in  Pitts- 
field,  Massachusetts,  and  probably  died  there. 
Isaac  Ward,  son  of  Isaac  Ward,  was  born  No- 
vember 3,  1704,  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  lie  was  a  very  successful  farmer,  following 
that  occupation  all  his  life.  He  married  Nancy 
Flanagan,  born  in  1796,  in  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  the  father  of  a  large  family,  among 
them  two  sons*  Charles  F.,  mentioned  at  length 
hereinafter;  and  H.  D.,  who  resided  in  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Ward  died  in  1835, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  and  her  husband  sur- 
vived her  many  years,  dying  in  1870,  at  his  home 
in  Pittsfield,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 

Charles  F.  Ward,  son  of  Isaac  and  Nancy 


(Flanagan)  Ward,  was  born  October  8,  1818, 
in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  received 
his  education,  after  which  he  went  to  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  tailor. 
After  remaining  for  a  time  in  Hartford,  he  went 
to  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman,  subsequently  engaging  in  business 
with  Milton  G.  Rathbun.  In  this  enterprise  he 
was  very  successful,  the  partnership  continuing 
for  many  years.  In  1852  he  became  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Burlington  Savings  Bank,  • 
This  institution  had  been  established  in  1847,  but 
at  the  end  of  five  years  its  deposits  were  so 
small  that  the  incorporators  each  placed  them  in 
their  individual  safes  for  a  few  months  at  a  time. 
From  the  date  of  Mr.  Ward's  connection  with  the 
bank  the  business  of  the  institution  steadily  iiv- 
creased,  until  in  1868  they  paid  a  five  per  cent 
interest  and  declared  a  twenty  per  cent  dividend. 
For  further  facts  in  regard  to  this  institution, 
see  sketch  of  C.  P.  Smith,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
It  is  to-day  the  largest  savings  bank  in  the  New 
England  states.  In  1862  Mr.  Ward  was  elected 
treasurer,  and  later  vice  president,  which  office 
he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1870  he  sold 
out  his  clothing  business,  thenceforth  devoting 
his  entire  time  to  his  large  banking  interests,  in 
which  he  was  assisted  by  his  eldest  son,  until  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  1872.  Mr.  Ward  was  active 
in  benevolent  and  charitable  work,  aad  was  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Home  for  Destitute  Chil- 
dren. He  was  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church.  Mr.  Ward  married  Jcanctte  Wood, 
born  in  1830,  in  Westford,  and  was  the  father 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Fred- 
erick W.,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter;  and 
Henry  I-,  now  treasurer  of  the  Burlington  Trust 
Company.  Mrs.  Ward  died  in  1806.  and  the 
death  of  Mr.  Ward  occurred  March  28,  1900,  at 
which  time  he  was  the  oldest  bank  officer  in  the 
state. 

Frederick  W.  Ward,  son  of  Charles  F.  and 
Jeancttc  (Wood)  Ward,  was  born  June  22,  1857, 
in  Burlington,  Vermont,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  the  high  school  of  his 
native  city.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  his 
business  career,  being  employed  in  the  Burling- 
ton Savings  Bank,  with  which  his  father  was  con- 
nected, rising,  step  by  step,  until,  when  his  father 
resigned  the  position  of  treasurer,  he  was  elected 
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to  that  office,  which  he  still  holds.  The  building 
occupied  by  the  bank  is  in  accordance  with  its 
very  flourishing  condition  as  a  financial  institu- 
tion, being  the  finest  edifice  of  the  kind  in  New 
England. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ward  is  a  Republican,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  absorbing  nature  of  his  du- 
ties as  a  financier,  gives  a  due  portion  of  his  atten- 
tion to  public  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Unitarian  church.  Mr.  Ward  married,  August 
•  20.  1889,  Mary  J.  San  ford,  born  in  Knoxville. 
Tennessee.  They  have  one  daughter,  Anna  San- 
ford. 

Patrick  H.  Sanford,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Ward, 
was  born  in  1822,  in  West  Cornwall,  Vermont. 
He  taught  in  Williston  Seminary,  later  studied 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Vermont, 
and  subsequently  to  that  of  Tennessee.  He  has 
practiced  in  Galcsburg  and  Knoxville  for  over 
fiftv  years,  and  has  also  filled  the  offices  of  circuit 
judge  and  judge  of  probate.  He  has  been  elected 
to  both  branches  of  the  state  legislature,  serving 
two  terms  in  each,  and  .has  also  acted  as  chair- 
man of  the  judiciary  committee.  Mr.  Sanford 
is  a  fine  Greek  and  Latin  scholar,  and  holds  :i 
distinguished  position  in  the  ranks  of  that  hon- 
orable class  of  self-made  men.  of  which  this  coun- 
try has  furnished  so  many  examples.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  Fich-Griffcn,  born  in  Williston,  Ver- 
mont, who  died  at  the  age  of  forty.  Of  their 
children  Wrs.  Ward  is  the  only  one  living. 

HENRY  S.  WILLSON. 

Henry  S.  Willson,  sheriff  of  Bennington  county, 
Vermont,  has  been  prominently  and  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  manufacturing,  political  and  social 
interests  of  Arlington,  Vermont,  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  during  his  eleven  years'  incumbency 
of  the  office  of  sheriff,  which  is  the  longest  term 
any  sheriff  has  held  the  position  for  many  years, 
has  been  largely  instrumental  in  effecting  many 
changes  and  improvements  in  the  county  build- 
ings which  have  been  of  inestimable  value.  He 
is  a  son  of  Ellsworth  C.  and,  Elizabeth  (Rice) 
Willson,  and  a  native  of  Westminster,  Vermont, 
the  date  of  his  birth  being  April  5,  1850. 

Ellworth  C.  Willson  (father)  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  acquired  an  education  at  the 


schools  adjacent  to  hi*  home,  and  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker  and  carpen- 
ter, which  occupations  engrossed  his  entire  time 
and  attention  during  the  active  years  of  his  long 
and  useful  life.  He  removed  from  his  native 
state  to  Vermont,  settling  in  Bellows  Falls,  where 
he  resided  for  a  long  period  of  time,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  seventy- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  a  resident  of  Rock- 
ingham, Vermont.  Mr.  Willson  married  Eliza- 
beth Rice,  a  native  of  Littleton,  New  Hampshire, 
and  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Rice,  who  was  a 
stonemason  by  trade,  and  a  resident  of  Bellows 
Falls  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Mrs.  Willson 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years;  both  Mr. 
Willson  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  attained  years  of  maturity,  and 
of  these  there  are  only  three  living  at  the  present 
time  ( 1903)  ;  Henry  S..  mentioned  at  length  in  the 
following  paragraph ;  Alice,  widow  of  James  Gar- 
rish :  and  Harriet,  wife  of  Mr.  May,  a  resident  of 
Ludlow.  Vermont.  The  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Willson,  Marion,  now  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Henry  Wolfe,  of  Saxton's  River.  Ver- 
mont. Henry  S.  Willson's  grandmother  Hardy 
was  a  native  of  New  England,  was  the  mother 
of  a  large  family  of  children  and  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age. 

From  early  childhood  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  Henry  S.  Willson  resided  in 
Bellows  Falls,  New  York,  attended  the  common 
schools  and  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker 
with  his  father.  He  then  removed  to  Arlington, 
and  for  several  years  was  employed  by  the  firm 
of  W.  &  J.  G.  Flint,  making  shoe  i>egs,  repair- 
ing and  performing  other  kinds  of  labor.  Hi* 
next  employment  was  with  the  Chishcl  factory 
in  Sunderland,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  returned  to  Bellows  Falls. 
Later  he  located  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  and 
after  a  residence  of  two  years  in  that  city,  he 
settled  in  Arlington  and  secured  employment  with 
the  Arlington  Car  Company,  but  this  work  not 
proving  congenial  to  his  tastes  he  returned  to  his 
former  occupation  in  the  peg  factory.  Subse- 
quently he  established  a  carriage-making  and  re- 
pairing business  in  Arlington,  and  this  enterprise 
lie  conducted  successfully  until  1891,  when  he 
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was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  Bennington  coun- 
ty, and  in  the  following  year  ( 1892)  was  elected 
sheriff,  and  has  been  re-elected  every  two  years 
since.  During  his  term  of  office  he  has,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  judges,  been  successful  in 
making  many  notable  improvements  in  the  county 
buildings,  having  built  an  addition  and  also  in- 
stalled a  steam  heating  apparatus  in  the  jail  at 
Bennington,  and  in  1901  built  an  addition  to  the 
new  steel  jail  at  Manchester,  in  which  are  located 
the  retiring  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  judges,  sheriff 
and  grand  jury,  and  also  installed  a  steam  heat- 
ing apparatus  the  same  year.  It  was  through  his 
influence  that  the  water  system  was  placed  in  the 
town  of  Arlington,  the  work  being  conducted  un- 
der his  personal  supervision. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  office  of  sheriff, 
Mr.  Willson  served  his  town  in  the  capacity  of 
lister  for  one  year,  school  director  for  six  years, 
and  constable  for  several  years.  He  is  a  strong 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  Republicanism,  and 
has  been  elected  to  serve  as  a  delegate  to  county 
•conventions  a  number  of  times,  also  to  state  and 
congressional  conventions,  in  the  transactions  of 
■which  he  has  taken  a  keen  and  active  interest.  He 
is  a  member  of  Red  Mountain  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  No.  63,  and  is  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Arlington  Social  and  Lit- 
erary Club,  serving  as  its  first  president  and 
holding  office  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Willson  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1874, 
to  Ellen  Cullinan,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  died 
-aged  forty-six  years.  Their  children  are :  William 
P..  employed  in  the  Lasher  shop  at  Bennington, 
Vermont,  married  Bridget  Morrisscy,  and  they 
arc  the  parents  of  one  child,  Charles  Willson; 
Kate ;  and  Nellie,  who  resides  in  Arlington.  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Willson  married  a  second  wife,  and 
-one  child  has  been  born  of  this  union.  Harry  P. 
Willson,  born  in  1901.  Kate  Willson,  elder 
daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Ellen  Willson,  died 
April  2,  1902,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  her 
age,  at  Saranac  Lake  in  the  Adirondack  Moun- 
tains, where  she  had  been  staying  for  some  time 
in  order  to  recuperate  her  health.  The  funeral 
services  were  held  from  St.  Colombo  church  in 
Arlington,  and  were  attended  by  a  large  number 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  sincerely  de- 
plored her  early  decease.  She  was  a  graduate  of 
a  North  Adams  business  school,  and  for  a  num- 


ber of  years  was  employed  as  a  stenographer  in 
the  office  of  Barber  &  Darling,  of  Arlington, 
Vermont. 

LUCIUS  D.  TAFT. 

Lucius  D.  Taft,  a  member  of  the  well  known 
firm  of  E.  W.  Bailey  &  Company,  who  are  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  flour,  feed  and  milling 
business  in  the  city  of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  and 
also  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  is  a  thoroughly  reliable 
business  man,  and  possesses  in  a  large  degree  the 
essential  qualifications  for  a  successful  business 
career — enterprise,  industry,  ability  and  perse- 
verance. He  was  born  in  Barre,  Vermont,  De- 
cember 1,  1852,  a  son  of  Dennison  and  Levina 
(Gale)  Taft. 

Dennison  Taft  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
in  his  early  days  acquired  a  good  English  educa- 
tion, and  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  From  i860  to  1865  his  attention 
was  devoted  exclusively  to  the  woolen  business, 
being  interested  in  the  Quechce  mills :  in  1861  he 
removed  to  Montpelier,  and  after  severing  his 
connection  with  the  Qucchee  mills,  in  1865,  he 
purchased  the  Langdon  flouring  mills,  which 
proved  a  profitable  source  of  income  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  and  his  proving  a  lucrative  means  of 
livelihood  he  continued  at  this  line  of  trade  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1899. 
He  also  built  the  Bethany  Congregational  church. 
Mr.  Taft  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife  having 
been  Levina  (Gale)  Taft,  who  bore  him  three 
children :  John  E..  a  resident  of  Aberdeen,  Wash- 
ington ;  Clara,  deceased ;  and  Lucius  D.,  men- 
tioned at  length  hereinafter.  Mrs.  Taft  died  in 
1853.  Mr.  Taft  chose  for  his  second  wife  Rachel 
Moore,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  by  whom  he 
had  two  daughters,  Alice  R. ;  and  Edna  M.,  wife 
of  Charles  A.  Gay,  of  West  Medford,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Lucius  D.  Taft  acquired  his  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  and  after 
completing  his  studies  began  his  business  career 
as  clerk  in  the  grocery  and  feed  store  of  Bailey 
&  Park,  being  in  their  employ  from  1869  until 
i879.*when  the  firm  dissolved  partnership,  Mr. 
Bailey,  with  whom  Mr.  Taft  remained,  taking 
the  flour  and  feed  department.    In  1881  Mr. 
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Taft  formed  a  co-partnership  with  his  former  em- 
ployer, and  the  firm"  of  E.  W.  Bailey  &  Company 
was  organized,  and  from  that  date  to  the  present 
time  (1903)  their  trade  has  increased  steadily 
both  in  volume  and  importance,  they  being  the 
proprietors  of  two  extensive  establishments,  one 
in  Montpelier,  Vermont,  and  the  other  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  Mr.  Taft  assuming  the  management  of 
the  business  in  Montpelier.  Mr.  Taft  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  Ellis,  who  was  born  in 
Berlin,  Vermont,  and  is  an  adopted  daughter  of 
Leonard  Ellis. 

HORACE  WARNER  STRONG. 

The  Strong  family  of  Vermont,  represented  in 
the  present  generation  by  Horace  W.  Strong,  of 
West  Berlin,  Washington  county,  is  of  ancient 
and  honorable  ancestry,  second  to  none  in  the 
state.  The  immigrant  ancestor,  Elder  John  Strong, 
was  born  in  Taunton,  England,  in  1605.  He  sailed 
from  England,  March  20,  1630,  in  the  ship  Mary 
and  John,  arriving  at  Nantasket  (Hull),  Massa- 
chusetts, about  twelve  miles  southeast  from  Bos- 
ton, on  Sunday,  May  30,  1630.  He,  with  others, 
settled  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  then  re- 
moved to  Hingham,  then  to  Taunton,  Masachu- 
setts,  and  then  to  Windsor,  Connecticut.  In 
1659  he  removed  from  Windsor  to  Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  and  most  active  founders.  In  Northampton 
he  lived  for  forty  years,  and  was  a  leading  man 
in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and  church.  He  was 
a  tanner  and  very  prosperous  in  business.  His 
first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  England,  died  on 
the  passage  soon  after  landing.  He  married  for 
his  second  wife  Abigail  Ford,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ford,  who  came  over  on  the  same  ship  with 
him.  She  died,  the  mother  of  sixteen  children, 
July  6,  1688;  the  husband  died  April  14,  1699.. 
aged  ninety-four  years. 

John  Strong,  Jr.,  was  born  in  England  in 
1626,  son  of  Elder  John  Strong  and  his  first  wife. 
John  Strong,  Jr..  married,  November  26,  1656, 
Mary  Clark,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Frances 
Clark ;  she  was  baptized  September  30,  1638,  and 
died  April  28.  1663.  John  Strong,  Jr.,  married 
for  his  second  wife,  in  1664,  Elizabeth  Warriner. 
He  resided  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  where  he 
was  a  tanner  and  a  man  of  influence.    He  died 


February  20,  1697-98,  and  his  second  wife  died 
June  7,  1684. 

John  Strong,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (War- 
riner) Strong,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  was  born 
December  25,  1665.  He  married,  November  26, 
1686,  Hannah  Trumbull,  of  Suffield,  Connecticut, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Trumbull.  He  resided 
at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  May  29, 
1749. 

Deacon  David  Strong,  son  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Trumbull)  Strong,  of  Windsor,  Connecti- 
cut, was  born  December  15,  1704.  He  married, 
May  3,  1732,  Thankful  Loomis,  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Joanna  Gibbs  Loomis.  She  died  May 
21,  1771.  He  removed  from  Windsor  to  Bolton, 
Connecticut,  where  he  died  January  25,  1801. 

Nathan  Strong,  son  of  Deacon  David  and 
Thankful  (Loomis)  Strong,  was  born  January 
15.  '736-37,  and  was  a  farmer  at  Bolton.  Con- 
necticut; he  died  March  25,  1801.  He  married 
Anne  Olcott,  of  Vernon.  Connecticut. 

Levi  Strong,  son  of  Nathan  and  Anne  (Ol- 
cott) Strong,  was  born  August  24,  1762.  and 
was  a  fanner  at  Bolton,  Connecticut;  he  died 
July  24,  1823.  He  married.  October  25,  1781, 
Lucy  Warner,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ichabod  and  Mary 
(Lascll)  Warner.  She  was  born  May  11,  1764, 
and  died  May  19,  1841. 

Russell  Strong,  son  of  Levi  and  Lucy  (War- 
ner) Strong,  was  born  August  29,  1785.  He  was 
a  fanner  at  Bolton,  Connecticut,  and  after  1814 
in  Berlin,  Washington  county,  Vermont,  where 
he  died  February  25.  1864.  He  married.  June 
25,  181 1,  Susannah  Webster,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Susannah  (Skinner)  Webster;  she  was  born 
October  10,  1787,  and  died  April  5,  1872. 

Russell  Warner  Strong,  son  of  Russell  and 
Susannah  (Webster)  Strong,  was  the  first  of  the 
family  born  in  Vermont,  in  the  town  of  Berlin, 
Washington  county,  June  7,  1823.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town.  He  followed  farming  on  the  homestead 
where  his  father  settled,  and  in  time  added  to  the 
original  farm  until  it  amounted  to  more  than 
three  hundred  acres.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
character.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  from 
the  formation  of  that  party  until  his  death.  He 
held  the  office  of  selectman  for  several  terms. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
a  member  of  the  Grange  for  many  years,  and 
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held  office  in  that  order.  He  died  in  March,  1891. 
He  married,  first,  March  20,  1856,  Caroline  Jame- 
son, born  October  18,  1829,  and  died  November 
24,  1862,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Sarah 
(Locke)  Jameson,  of  Irasburg,  Vermont.  By 
this  marriage  there  was  one  son,  Horace  Warner 
Strong.  Russell  W.  Strong  married,  second, 
Mary  Frances  Marshall,  widow  of  David  Mar- 
shall, and  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Blod- 
gett)  Greeley.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one 
daughter,  Caroline  (Carrie)  Belle,  born  October 
1,  1865:  she  married  Jesse  Hedges. 

Horace  Warner  Strong,  son  of  Russell  War- 
ner and  Caroline  (Jameson)  Strong,  was  born  on 
the  homestead  farm  near  West  Berlin,  in  the  town 
of  Berlin,  Washington  county,  Vermont,  Febru- 
ary 27,  1857.  His  education  was  received  at 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the 
high  school  at  Northfield,  Vermont.  He  has 
always  followed  farming  on  the  old  homestead 
where  he  was  born,  and  in  connection  with  his 
farming  keeps  a  large  dairy  of  fifty-five  fine,  well 
bred  cows.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  successful  farmers  in  his  region,  and 
commands  the  deep  respect  of  all  for  his  worth 
as  a  man.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Berlin.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  lie  has  never  consented  to  fill  a 
public  office,  preferring  a  quiet  home  life  and 
occupation  upon  the  fine  property  upon  which  his 
life  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  Strong  married,  January  1,  1880,  Miss 
Ella  Anna  Brown,  daughter  of  Daniel  C.  and 
Anna  (Bixby)  Brown,  of  Berlin.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  are  Florence  Anna,  born  October 
19.  1888 ;  Theron  Warner,  born  October  26,  1896 ; 
Caroline  Jameson,  born  September  14,  1901. 

JOSEPH  M.  AY  RES. 

Joseph  M.  Ayres,  an  enterprising  young  busi- 
ness man  of  Bennington,  is  a  native  of  the  city, 
born  June  3,  1877.  He  came  of  an  old  and  highly 
respected  New  England  family.  His  great- 
grandfather was  proprietor  of  a  tavern  (as  hotels 
and  lodging  houses  were  then  known)  in  this 
state  at  an  earlv  period,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Bennington  Center,  taking  an  act- 
ive interest  in  many  progressive  measures  which 
contributed  to  the  upbuilding  and  advancement 


of  the  community.  Joseph  Ayers,  his  grandfather, 
was  reared  in  Colerain,  Massachusetts,  and  after- 
ward went  to  Salem,  New  York,  whence  he  came 
to  Bennington.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  a 
quarter  of  a  century  upon  his  homestead  here, 
transforming  his  land  into  richly  cultivated  fields. 
He  afterward  went  to  Illinois,  but  later  returned 
to  Bennington,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  its  upbuilding.  In  their 
family  were  five  children,  but  one  of  whom  is 
now  living,  I^aura,  who  married  Elmer  Stratum, 
of  Hebron,  Illinois. 

John  II.  Ayres,  father  of  Joseph  M.  Ayres, 
was  born  in  Salem,  New  York,  his  native  city, 
but  while  still  a  boy  came  to  Bennington,  where  he 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Later 
he  became  a  student  in  the  seminary,  and  having 
acquired  a  good  education  began  teaching,  fol- 
lowing that  profession  in  Woodford,  Vermont. 
Subsequently  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade,  work- 
ing with  G.  B.  Sibley,  and  after  he  had  mastered 
the  business  he  was  engaged  in  that  line  through- 
out his  business  career.  He  also  established  a 
store,  dealing  in  men's  furnishing'  goods  and 
ready-made  clothing  at  441  Main  street.  He  hc- 
came  a  leading  representative  of  mercantile  inter- 
ests, and  his  efforts  contributed  to  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  city.  He  was  also  active  in 
public  affairs,  and  his  worth  made  him  a  valued 
and  influential  citizen  of  the  community.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  served  as  trustee  of  the  village  and 
in  other  offices.  Socially  he  was  connected  with 
the  Red  Men,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  In  the  last  named  he  filled  all  the 
chairs,  and  in  his  life  exemplified  the  beneficent 
principles  of  the  order.  He  married  Miss  Annie 
Montgomery,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  sons :  Elmer,  who  is  living  in  Oneida.  New 
York ;  Joseph  M. ;  John  H.,  of  Bennington ;  and 
Charles,  who  is  with  his  brother  Joseph  in  the 
drug  store.  Mrs.  Ayres  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church,  and  her  Christian  belief 
was  manifest  in  her  noble  life.  Both  parents  have 
now  passed  away,  the  father  having  died  at  the 
age  of  fortv-eight  years. 

Their  son,  Joseph  M.  Ayres,  began  his  educa- 
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tion  in  the  public  schools  and  continued  advanced 
studies  in  the  high  school.  He  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of 
Dr.  Shurtleff,  with  whom  he  remained  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  became  a  salesman  in  the 
Van  Vlack  drug  store.  In  1900  he  purchased 
the  store,  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  had  already  won  popularity 
with  the  public  and  has  continued  to  receive  a 
liberal  patronage.  He  has  the  finest  and  one  of 
the  largest  drug  stores  in  the  county,  equipped 
■with  a  complete  stock  of  everything  found  in  an 
establishment  of  this  character.  His  business 
methods  are  straightforward,  and  will  bear  close 
scrutiny,  and  his  patrons  comprise  the  best  class 
of  Bennington's  citizens.  As  a  citizen  he  is  inter- 
ested in  all  things  pertaining  to  public  progress 
and  improvement.  He  is  a  member  of  the  fire 
department,  and  has  held  some  public  offices,  to 
which  he  was  elected  as  a  Republican.  Socially 
he  is  connected  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks. 

HENRY  HERBERT  ROSS. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century  prominently  identified  with  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  and 
at  the  present  time  (1903")  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  manager  of  the  Security  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Binghamton,  New  York,  having 
for  his  territory  the  western  half  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  May 
2,  185 1. 

James  Ross,  the  great-grandfather  of  Henry 
H.  Ross,  was  born  in  the  year  1743,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, whence  he  removed  to  Vermont,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  state,  settling 
in  the  town  of  Shrewsbury.  His  son,  James 
Ros9,  was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  Vermont,  in  1771. 
and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Abigail  Rugg,  who 
was  born  in  1774.  They  reared  a  large  family  of 
children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased. 

James  Ross,  father  of  Henry  H.  Ross,  was 
born  in  Shrewsbury,  Vermont,  May  9.  1809.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  acquired  a  practical 
education  in  the  public  schools ;  later  he  entered 
the  Castleton  Medical  College,  and  afterward  that 
at  Woodstock,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1834.    He  began  the  practice  of 


medicine  at  Rochester,  Vermont,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  short  time.  He  then  located  in 
Woodstock  and  later  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  and 
after  practicing  his  profession  for  a  few  years 
in  these  places  took  up  his  residence  in  Leroy, 
New  York,  and  later  in  Lockport,  New  York, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  general  practitioner 
until  1849,  when  he  returned  to  Rutland,  Ver- 
mont. There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  1881.  He  was  well  known  and  highly 
respected  in  that  city,  being  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent and  successful  physicians,  whose  skill  and 
ability  merited  and  received  entire  confidence.  In 
1834  he  married  Almira  Edson,  who  was  born  in 
Shrewsbury,  Vermont,  in  the  year  181 2.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Zidon  Edson,  for  many  years 
a  farmer  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  but  who  after- 
ward located  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  where  he  resided 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  following  named 
children  were  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ross:  Zidon 
E.,  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  as  a  government  proofreader 
since  1872;  James  E.,  a  citizen  of  Bunker  Hill, 
Illinois;  Charles  E.,  the  leading  dry-goods  mer- 
chant of  Rutland,  Vermont:  Wallace,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years;  Ellen  R.,  widow 
of  J.  C.  Roberts,  of  Rutland,  Vermont ;  Frank  A., 
a  clothier  of  Franklin  Falls,  New  Hampshire; 
Henry  Herbert ;  and  Vina,  an  artist  of  Rutland, 
Vermont.  The  father  of  these  children  <lied  in 
1881,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  his  first  wife 
died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  In 
1858  Dr.  Ross  married  Rebecca  Young,  of  Leba- 
non, New  Hampshire,  who  survived  him  eight 
years.  He  was  for  many  years  an  active  member 
of  the  Baptist  church. 

Henry  H.  Ross  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Rutland,  Vermont,  where  he  obtained  a  classi- 
cal preparatory  education,  which  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  of  study  in  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  with  honors  in 
1872.  His  training  qualified  him  for  a  position 
of  teacher  at  Mechanicville,  New  York,  where 
from  1872  to  1874  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
assistant  in  the  academy  of  that  town.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  instructor  in  Greek  in  Mid- 
dlebury College,  which  position  he  resigned  to 
become  principal  of  the  high  school  in  Vergennes, 
Vermont,  where  he  remained  as  principal  and 
superintendent  for  six  years.  In  1881  he  accept- 
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ed  the  principalship  of  the  Vermont  Episcopal 
Institute  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  the  diocesan 
school  for  boys,  which  position  he  occupied  from 
1881  to  1899.  During  the  last  five  years  of  this 
time  he  assumed  the  management  of  Bishop  Hop- 
kins Hall,  the  diocesan  school  for  girls,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  both  positions  faithfully  and 
creditably.  After  his  resignation  he  became  the 
manager  for  the  western  half  of  Vermont,  of  the 
Security  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Binghamton.  New  York,  which  position  he  holds 
at  the  present  time.  In  politics  hu  advocatps  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  or  held  office. 

Mr.  Ross  holds  a  high  place  in  Vermont  Ma- 
sonry, being  made  a  Mason  in  Center  Lodge, 
Rutland,  in  1872;  he  is  .1  Knight  Templar  and 
thirty-third  degree  Mason,  and  has  held  all  the 
higher  positions  in  the  subordinate  bodies.  From 
1888  to  1891  he  was  grand  master  of  the  grand 
council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  for  the  state 
of  Vermont,  and  during  these  years  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence.  In 
June,  1902,  Mr.  Ross  was  elected  to  serve  as 
grand  secretary  of  grand  lodge  and  chapter, 
grand  recorder  of  grand  council  and  commandcry 
of  Knights  Templar,  and  grand  recorder  of  the 
Council  of  Deliberation  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 
lie  now  tills  those  positions,  having  an  office  in 
the  Masonic  Temple  at  Burlington,  Vermont.  lie 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Greek 
letter  society. 

On  July  27,  1876,  Mr.  Ross  married  Lauretta 
Gould  Howard,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  J.  J.  How- 
ard, a  prosperous  farmer  of  Benson,  Vermont. 
Deacon  Howard  was  married  to  Persis  P.  Pierce, 
who  was  born  in  Whitehall,  New  York,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Pierce.  Thirteen  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard,  five  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time,  namely :  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Balis,  Charles  H.  Howard,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Beers, 
John  M.  Howard,  of  Benson,  Vermont,  and  Dan- 
iel D.  Howard.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  her  eighty-third  year.  Mrs.  Ross 
died  March  15,  1894.  Two  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross:  Katherine  Howard,  now 
(1903)  studying  music  in  New  York  city;  and 
Margaret  Howard  Ross.    The  family  are  mem- 


bers of  the  Episcopal  church,  Mr.  Ross  frequently 
representing  his  parish  as  delegate  in  the  diocesan 
convention,  and  occupying  various  positions  in 
his  home  parish. 

MARVIN  WRIGHT  CHAPMAN. 

Marvin  Wright  Chapman,  one  of  the  noted 
agriculturists  of  North  Williston,  Vermont,  was 
born  in  Jericho,  Vermont,  September  14,  1846, 
a  son  of  George  Adams  and  Mary  Chapman. 
Jonathan  Chapman,  grandfather  of  Marvin 
Wright  Chapman,  was  born  September  26,  1776. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  upon  reaching  young  manhood  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  also  a 
carpenter  and  joiner.  On  February  8,  1801,  he 
married  Miss  Hulda  Peck,  and  one  daughter  was 
born  of  this  union,  Alona,  born  January  14,  1802, 
died  June  11,  1872.  Mrs.  Chapman  died  August 
10.  1803,  and  Mr.  Chapman  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Miss  Polly  Adams,  on  August  20,  1806; 
she  was  born  October  12,  1786,  and  died  Au- 
gust 17,  1827.  Four  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Julian  Daphne,  born  December  25, 
1807,  died  November  23,  1812;  Mary,  born  De- 
cember 24,  1808,  died  November  6,  1812;  George 
Adams,  born  February  18,  181 1,  died  December 
27,  1894;  Friend,  born  February  22,  1813,  died 
September  27,  1882.  These  children  were  all 
born  in  Cavendish,  Vermont.  On  August  31, 
1828,  Mr.  Chapman  married  Miss  Patty  Adams, 
who  was  born  May  12,  1784,  and  was  a  sister 
of  his  second  wife ;  she  died  August  2,  1838.  On 
February  26,  1840,  Mr.  Chapman  married  for 
his  fourth  wife  Miss  Betsy  Parkhurst,  who  was 
born  August  3,  1782,  and  died  March  6,  1880. 
All  of  these  marriages  were  solemnized  in  Caven- 
dish, Vermont. 

George  Adams  Giapman,  father  of  Marvin 
Wright  Chapman,  was  bom  in  Cavendish,  Ver- 
mont, February  18,  181 1.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  obtained  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town.  lie  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  occupation  of  farming,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  dairy  products.  He  was  very  success- 
ful in  this  enterprise,  and  was  considered  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  progressive  farmers  in 
that  section  of  the  country.  Politically  he  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
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lican  party.  He  was  an  ardent  Universalist,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  building  of  the  church 
■of  that  denomination  in  Jericho,  Vermont.  He 
removed  from  Cavendish  to  Jericho,  and  after 
remaining  there  for  some  time  finally  located  in 
Williston ;  here  he  remained  three  years,  then  was 
in  Jericho  twenty  years,  and  in  1865  came  to 
our  subject's  present  farm,  where  he  died  in  1894. 

On  March  17,  1836,  Mr.  Chapman  married 
Miss  Mary  Wright,  who  was  born  at  Williston, 
Vermont,  December  22,  1814,  Three  children 
were  born  of  this  union :  Marvin  Wright,  born 
September  14,  1846;  Olive  M.,  born  April  11, 
1844;  and  a  boy  born  in  1842,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Olive  M.  Chapman  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Whitney  J.  Marshall,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred April  25,  1870.  Mr.  Chapman  died  De- 
cember 27,  1804,  and  his  wife  died  at  Williston, 
Vermont,  September  17,  1895. 

Marvin  Wright  Chapman  acquired  his  ete- 
mentarv  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Jericho,  Vermont,  and  later  attended  the  WilhV 
'  ton  Academy,  it  being  at  that  time  under  the 
supervision  of  the  competent,  respected  and  be- 
loved Professor  Cilley.  After  his  graduation 
from  the  latter  institution  he,  like  his  father, 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now  gives 
most  of  his  attention  to  the  butter-making  busi- 
ness. He  has  an  extensive  dairy  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  a  part  of  the  old 
Governor  Chittenden  farm,  with  the  old  Chit- 
tenden house.  He  has  one  of  the  largest  dairies 
in  Williston,  of  fifty  cows  and  also  keeps  eighty 
head  of  cattle,  thirty  sheep  and  a  number  of 
horses.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  prominent, 
progressive  farmers  of  ihat  section  of  the  country. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Chapman  is  a  firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  his  religious  opinions  is  a  prominent  and 
welll  known  Universalist,  being  a  member  of  the 
Champlain  Association  district. 

On  March  27,  1870,  Mr.  Chapman  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Thompson,  who 
was  born  October  12,  1853.  Her  death  occurred 
January  31,  1873.  Mr.  Chapman  then  married, 
April  14,  1875,  Miss  Lucia  D.  Johnson,  who  was 
born  July  4,  1853,  and  died  October  31,  1884. 
He  subsequently  married,  September  16,  1897, 
Miss  Dora  M.  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Shelburne, 


Vermont,  August  6,  1866,  a  daughter  of  Horace 
S.  and  Ann  E.  (Fish)  Reed. 

Mrs.  Chapman's  father  was  a  farmer  in  Shel- 
burne, later  in  Essex  Junction,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  He  was  born  in  Shelburne, 
the  son  of  Joshua,  also  born  in  that  town.  The 
great-great-grandfather  was  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Shelburne.  Mrs.  Chapman's  mother 
Ann  E.  Fish,  was  born  in  Ferrisburg,  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  Fish ;  her  grandfather  was  a  pioneer, 
and  a  son  of  Stephen,  who  migrated  from  Rhode 
Island  and  died  at  Ferrisburg.  Her  grandfather, 
who  was  a  farmer,  died  in  South  Burlington. 
His  wife  was  Ann  Brown,  of  South  Kingston, 
Rhode  Island,  and  she  died  young,  the  mother 
of  two  children;  her  husband  married  again. 
Mr.  Chapman  has  one  child,  Lucian  Paul  Chap- 
man, who  was  born  October  30,  1884,  ami  is  now 
receiving  his  education  in  the  Essex  Junction 
high  school. 

JOHN  B.  BACON. 

John  B.  Bacon,  of  Chelsea,  Vermont,  a  vener- 
able and  honored  citizen,  who  has  received  from 
his  neighbors  repeated  proofs  of  their  confidence 
in  his  ability  to  serve  them  in  an  official  capacity, 
and  for  many  years  was  intrusted  by  the  federal 
government  with  an  office  of  great  responsibility, 
is  descended  from  ancestors  of  the  sturdy  pioneer 
stock,  who,  in  the  settlement  and  upbuilding  of 
what  were,  in  their  day,  the  outlaying  regions 
of  the  county,  were  heralds  of  civilization. 

Ezenezer  Bacon,  grandfather  of  John  B. 
Bacon,  was  a  resident  of  Woodstock,  Connecti- 
cut, and  served  six  years  in  the  patriot  army  of 
the  Revolution.  He  was  the  leader  of  a  colony- 
composed  of  thirteen  families  that  settled  in  Ot- 
sego county,  New  York,  where  he  received  a 
grant  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  became 
an  extensive  lumber  manufacturer  and  dealer, 
owning  and  operating  five  or  six  mills.  Later 
he  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  largclv  in- 
terested in  real  estate,  owning  large  tracts  of 
land.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  hav- 
ing been  Mary  Chandler,  and  his  second  wife 
Desire  Huff.  His  one  child  by  the  first  marriage 
was  Mary,  wife  of  William  Sumner,  who  resided 
in  Southbridge,  Massachusetts ;  their  children  are: 
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Mrs.  Hopkins,  who  had  a  son  Theodore,  a  grad- 
uate of  Cornell  University;  Henrietta  Roland, 
who  had  a  son  William.  Those  born  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage  were  as  follows:  Marcus  De 
Lafayette,  who  was  owner  and  captain  of  a  ship, 
and  who  died  or  was  wrecked  on  a  voyage  to 
the  South  Seas;  Milton  Huff,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Philipstown,  Illinois;  Ebenezer,  a  resi- 
dent of  Illinois ;  and  Lenient  Bacon. 

Lenient  Bacon,  father  of  John  B.  Bacon,  was 
born  August  19,  1789,  at  Woodstock,  Connecti- 
cut, and  in  May,  1825,  came  to  Chelsea,  Ver- 
mont, where  for  nearly  a  decade  he  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  village  hotel,  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  Orange  County  Hotel,  and  was  after- 
ward destroyed  by  fire.  He  married  Lucy  E. 
Bentley  for  his  first  wife,  who  was  born  October 
12,  1794,  and  their  children  were:  (1)  Christo- 
pher Bently  was  born  August  8,  181 5,  and  prior 
to  the  Civil  war,  resided  in  Mississippi,  where  he 
owned  large  plantations  and  over  one  hundred 
slaves.  Later  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Over- 
ton, Texas,  and  subsequently  became  a  merchant 
at  Alto,  Cherokee  county,  Texas.  He  was  three 
times  married.  By  his  second  wife  was  born 
one  daughter,  Ida  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Spain,  a  resident  of  Texas,  now  deceased; 
they  had  two  children.  Mr.  Bacon,  after  the 
death  of  his  second  wife,  married  Fannie  Meyers. 

(2)  Lenient,  born  April  13,  1817,  became  a  resi- 
dent of  the  state  of  Texas,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. He  manicd  and  reared  four  children, 
John  L. ;  Henry,  who  resided  in  Indian  Territory ; 
Dana,  a  resident  of  Overton ;  and  a  daughter. 

(3)  Lucy  Elizabeth,  bom  October  16,  1818,  died 
unmarried  in  1834.  After  the  death  of  the  mother 
of  these  children,  Lenient  Bacon  married  Celia 
Butler,  daughter  of  John  Butler,  of  Oxford,  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  dining  the  Revolutionary  war 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  army,  and  in  1794,  set- 
tled in  Rutland,  Vermont;  he  also  served  in  the 
war  of  1812.  was  a  second  lieutenant  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  in  18 17  was  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  United  States  troops, 
stationed  at  Fort  Orange,  Missouri,  near  the  pres- 
ent Kansas  City,  where  he  saw  sharp  service; 
he  led  an  expedition  which  destroyed  several 
British  posts  of  supplies  in  Kentucky,  thus  mak- 
ing important  seizures.    The  children  born  of 


this  second  marriage  were:  (1)  Sarah,  born 
July  22.  1 82 1,  married  George  S.  Harris,  a  land 
commissioner  in  the  employ  of  the  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  and  resided  in  Lincoln,  Ne- 
braska; their  children  were:  Celia,  wife  of 
Nathan  S.  Harwood;  George  B.,  born  in  1848, 
a  resident  of  Giicago,  and  president  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  married 
Mary  Hunt,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts;  Susan 
Ellen;  Charles  Leonard;  Mary  Germaine; 
Frederick  Leonard;  Edward  Kirk;  Sarah  But- 
ler; John  Francis;  and  Agnes  Butler  Harris. 
(2)  Mary,  born  September  4,  1823,  was  the 
wife  of  Royal  Hatch,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Strafford,  Vermont ;  their  children  were  Ed- 
ward L.,  Kate,  Gertrude,  Joseph  and  Celia.  (3) 
John  B.  is  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter. 

(4)  Dana,  was  born  April  13,  1829,  at  Chelsea, 
where  he  became  a  merchant.  Later  he  was  con- 
nected with  real  estate  interests  and  with  the 
drug  business  in  Iowa,  and  for  several  years  was 
engaged  in  private  banking  in  various  towns  in 
the  west ;  he  is  unmarried,  and  at  the  present 
time  (1903)  is  a  resident  of  Chadron,  Nebraska, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 

(5)  Charles,  born  August  7,  1834,  died  unmar- 
ried, in  Boston,  November  10,  1891.  Mr.  Bacon, 
the  father  of  the  family,  died  November  19,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  the  death  of  his 
widow  occurred  February  22,  1879,  in  the  eighty- 
third  year  of  her  age. 

Joint  B.  Bacon,  son  of  Lenient  and  Celia 
Bacon,  was  born  August  8.  1825,  in  Chelsea,  Ver- 
mont, and  in  1844  engaged  as  a  clerk  with  Nathan 
G.  Hale,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  and 
later  was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  in  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  for  two  years.  His  experi- 
ence enables  him  to  note  some  interesting  changes 
in  the  methods  of  trade  daring  the  last  half  cen- 
tury. The  merchants,  in  1844,  used  to  employ 
the  farmers  during  the  winter  to  draw  barter 
produce  to  Boston,  and  to  return  with  groceries. 
They  also  brought  fresh  fish,  which  they  ex- 
changed in  Canada  for  hcrdsgrass  seed.  In  1848 
Mr.  Bacon  opened  a  general  country  store  at 
Chelsea,  Vermont,  and,  as  the  railroad  had  then 
reached  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Bacon 
was  forced  to  pay  ninety  cents  per  hundred 
pounds  from  that  town  to  Chelsea.  He  conducted 
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this  store  for  thirty-eight  years,  and  during 
about  one-third  of  the  time  had  successively  as 
partners  Alden  Spearc,  J.  Dana  Bacon,  his  broth- 
er, and  W.  P.  Townsend.  In  1855,  while  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother,  Air.  Bacon  made  a  trip 
of  observation  to  the  West  Indies  on  board  the 
schooner  Flash,  a  submarine  diving  expedition, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  stopped  at  Turks  Island 
and  saw  the  process  of  making  salt.  The  water 
of  the  ocean  is  let  in  by  dikes  on  what  arc  called 
salt  pans,  basins  of  hard  ground,  and  the  hot 
trade  winds  evaporate  the  water  and  the  salt  is 
raked  into  heaps  by  the  darkies.  Mr.  Bacon  was 
formerly  a  director  of  the  Orange  County  National 
Bank,  at  different  times  has  filled  the  offices  of 
vice  president  and  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  is  now  president  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Orange  County.  In  i860,  1861  and  1862  he 
was  first  selectman  and  also  enrolling  officer  of 
the  town.  For  two  years  he  held  the  office  of 
county  treasurer,  and  from  185 1  to  1895,  forty- 
four  years  of  continuous  service,  was  town  treas- 
urer. He  served  three  years  as  postmaster  under 
President  Fillmore  as  a  W  hig,  and  nineteen  years 
under  Republican  administrations,  retiring  from 
office  upon  the  accession  of  President  Cleveland. 
In  September,  1894  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  legislature.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  tor  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  for  eighteen  years  served  as  deacon. 
For  thirty-fiv  e  years  he  was  chorister  of  the  choir 
connected  with  the  church. 

Mr.  Bacon  married,  in  1858.  Sarah  Persis 
Morey,  born  August  1,  1839.  daughter  of  Macy 
H.  and  Persis  (Austin J  Morey.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Sarah  Fiske,  born  January 
18,  1860,  died  March  _»o,  i860.  John  Lenient,  born 
June  18,  1862,  a  prominent  resident  of  White 
River  Junction,  Vermont,  cashier  of  the  national 
bank  of  that  town,  and  state  treasurer  of  Ver- 
mont, married  Elizabeth  P.  Davis,  and  their  chil- 
dren are:  Sarah  Helen,  Lorn  October  22,  1890, 
died  March  24,  1903,  aged  thirteen;  Man  ;  and 
John  Davis  Bacon.  Mary  Sigouniey.  born  April 
23,  1865,  died  February  1,  1883.  Mrs.  Bacon 
possessed  fine  musical  talent,  and  for  many  years 
was  organist  of  the  Congregational  church.  Her 
death  occurred  July  26,  1803.  Mr.  Bacon  was 
then  united  in  marriage,  September  26.  1894.  to 
Sarah  Ada  Hall,  who  was  born  February  14, 


1858,  daughter  of  Captain  William  H.  H.  and 
Sarah  A.  (Foster)  Hall.  They  were  the  parents 
of  one  child,  Edward  Hall  Bacon,  born  June  2, 
1896,  and  died  November  23,  1902. 

j 

COLONEL  HERBERT  F.  BRIGHAM. 

The  legal  fraternity  of  Bakcrsfield,  Vermont, 
numbers  among  its  members  Herbert  F.  Brig- 
ham,  attorney  at  law,  a  man  of  splendid  intel- 
lectual attainments  and  nobility  of  character,  who 
was  born  at  Bakcrsfield,  Vermont,  July  13,  1852. 
Josiah  Brigham,  father  of  Colonel  Hrigham,  was 
also  born  in  Bakcrsfield,  Vermont,  where  his  en- 
tire life  was  passed  in  the  occupation  of  tilling 
the  soil.  He  was  the  owner  of  over  one 
thousand  acres  of  well  cultivated  ground,  this 
being  one  of  the  largest  farms  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Brigham  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in 
political  issues,  on  which  he  was  well  informed, 
being  the  incumbent  for  many  years  of  the  vari- 
ous local  offices,  besides  being  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  town  in  the  state  legislature  three  terms. 
Over  his  life  record  there  was  no  shadow  of 
wrong,  his  public  services  were  most  exemplary, 
and  his  private  life  was  marked  by  the  utmost 
fidelity  to  duty.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jane  F.  Fay,  who  was  born  in  St.  Armoiids, 
province  of  Quebec,  and  four  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  three  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  time  (1903)  :  Mrs.  Francis  T.  Brigham, 
of  New  York  city;  Herbert  F. ;  and  Mary  F., 
wife  of  A.  O.  Weeks,  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 
Mr.  Brigham 's  death  occurred  when  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years ; 
she  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Bakersheld,  Vermont. 

Herbert  F.  Brigham  spent  the  early  years  of 
his  life  in  his  native  town,  was  a  student  at  the 
Bakcrsfield  Academy,  later  attended  the  Nevv- 
hainpton  Institute  at  Fairfax,  Vermont,  where 
he  was  prepared  to  enter  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  Arbor,  and  after  pursuing  the  usual 
course  in  the  legal  department  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1875.  Immediately  after  his 
graduation  he  began  the  practice  of  law,  and 
shortly  afterwards  entered  the  office  of  Judge  R. 
Mcssick,  remaining  one  year.  He  then  returned 
to  Bakersfield,  Vermont,  engaged  in  active  prac- 
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ticc,  and  during  all  these  years  he  has  been  a 
careful,  conscientious  worker  in  behalf  of  his 
clients'  interests.  He  is  also  a  special  master 
in  chancery,  and  in  this  capacity  acts  as  referee 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  where  claims  have  to 
be  settled.  In  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession, Colonel  Brigham  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  lranklin  county,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Enos- 
burgh  Kalis  Savings  Bank  &  Investment  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  now  viie  president;  he  also 
fills  a  similar  jK)sition  in  the  Vermont  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Montpelier,  and 
serves  as  director  of  the  Lamoille  County  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Hyde  Park,  Vermont. 

In  politics  he  has  always  beat  zealously  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party,  being  repeatedly 
nominated  for  all  the  various  offices  of  county, 
district  and  stale.  He  served  as  selectman,  town 
agent  and  trustee  of  the  funds,  represented  the 
town  in  the  state  legislature  for  two  terms,  from 
1882  to  i8S.|.  He  was  selected  as  a  candidate  for 
state's  attorney,  and  later  for  state  senator  and 
United  States  congressman;  he  was  also  a  can- 
didate for  speaker  while  serving  in  the  house  at 
Washington,  L).  C.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  in  189.4,  which  nominated 
Grovcr  Cleveland  for  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  received  an  appointment  in  the  con- 
sular service  during  his  administration,  with 
headquarters  at  Stanbridge,  Canada.  In  1896  he- 
was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  state, 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  in  1900  received 
the  nomination  for  governor  of  Vermont,  running 
against  Carroll  S.  Page,  of  Hyde  1'ark.  He  re- 
ceived the  largest  number  of  votes  of  any  candi- 
date ever  nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  this 
office,  and  reduced  .Mr.  Page's  majority  to  the 
smallest  of  any  candidate  ever  elected  to  this  im- 
portant office.  On  account  of  the  extreme  popu- 
larity enjoyed  by  Colonel  Brigham,  and  also  to 
demonstrate  the  good  feeling  and  fellowship  which 
exists  between  the  two  great  political  factions. 
Governor  Page  appointed  him  as  aide-de-camp 
on  his  staff.  This  was  the  first  case  in  the  history 
of  the  state  of  Vermont  where  a  Democrat  has 
had  this  honor  conferred  upon  him.  The  con- 
duct of  Colonel  Brigham  throughout  his  profes- 
sional and  ]H>litical  career  has  been  character- 
ized by  those  qualifications  which  command  suc- 
48  • 
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cess  and  establish  reputation — clear  conception 
of  the  questions  at  issue,  care  in  preparation, 
lucidity  and  vigor  in  presentation,  and  absolute 
fidelity  to  the  trusts  committed  to  him. 

GEORGE  BERKELEY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  George  Berkeley,  an  accomplished  medi- 
cal practitioner  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  an  ancestry  who  came  from  the  town 
of  Berkeley,  counts  of  Gloucester,  and  from  New- 
castle-on-Tvne,  Northuml>erland  county,  Eng- 
land. Michael  Berkeley,  great-grandfather  of 
Dr.  Berkeley,  came  to  this  country  about  the 
year  1820  by  the  way  of  Ouebec,  Canada,  and 
settled  in  Milton,  Chittenden  county,  Vermont, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright  and 
followed  this  occupation  with  success  for  many 
y  ears.  He  was  a  musician  of  considerable  repute, 
an  excellent  violinist,  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  an  orchestra  which  afterward  became 
quite  celebrated  and  had  a  nourishing  existence 
for  many  years  in  that  county.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Eliza  Powell,  a  native  of  Chitten- 
den county,  and  the  following  named  children 
were  born  to  them  :  George  V. ;  Jane,  w  ife  of  Mr, 
Graves;  Thomas,  William,  Mary  and  Jacob 
Berkeley.  Mr.  Berkeley's  death  occurred  in  Mil- 
ton al>out  the  year  1868, 

George  P.  Berkeley,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Berke- 
ley, was  born  in  Milton,  Chittenden  county,  Ver- 
mont, where  his  educational  advantages  were  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools.  He  then  chose 
the  profession  of  music  for  his  life  work,  became: 
a  violinist  under  the  excellent  tutorship  of  hii 
father,  and  subsequently  organized  the  Berkeley 
Battalion  Band  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  whither 
lie  had  removed  and  where  he  resided  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  This  band  continued  in 
existence  for  twenty  years,  maintaining  a  reputa- 
tion second  to  none  in  the  county.  Mr.  Berkeley 
married  Mary  Jane  Hill,  a  daughter  of  R<xlcrick 
and  Esther  Bradley  Hill,  former  residents  of 
Che-shire.  Connecticut.  Their  children  were: 
Roderick  Hill;  John  Bradley,  born  December  25, 
1851,  who  was  an  architect  by  profession  and 
was  killed  in  Boston,  August  5,  1872,  by  a  fall 
from  a  building  while  engaged  at  work;  Jennie 
G.,  born  March  22,  1849,  ami  resided  at  Maiden, 
Massachusetts. 
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Roderick  Hill  Berkeley,  father  of  Dr.  Berkc- 
lev,  was  bom  Decerning  31.  1844.  acquired  liis 
education  at  the  Milton  district  school,  and  later 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  town  of 
Milton,  where  he  resided  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  when  he  removed  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota,  where  he  resided  up  to  the 
time  of  his  decease.  Mr.  Berkeley  served  in  Com- 
pany J),  Thirteenth  Regiment,  Vermont  Infantry, 
in  the  Civil  war  and  among  other  engagement., 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg;  after  the 
termination  of  his  first  term  of  enlistment  he 
joined  the  Third  Vermont  Battery  under  Captain 
Start,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  many  engagements,  includ- 
ing the  battles  about  Petersburg.  After  peace 
was  declared,  Mr.  Berkeley  engaged  in  the  con- 
fectionery business  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  conducted  a  successful  trade  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  prominently  identified  w  ith 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Minneapolis, 
and  took  a  keen  interest  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  that  organization.  Mr.  Berkeley  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Ella  Moostic.  of  Platts- 
burg,  New  Vork,  who  is  now  deceased. 

Dr.  George  Berkeley,  second  child  of  Roder- 
ick Hill  and  Hannah  Berkeley,  was  born  in  Mil- 
ton, Chittenden  county,  Vermont,  July  10,  1870. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  Milton 
high  school,  and  later  he  was  a  pupil  at  Goddard 
Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890. 
He  then  entered  Mills  Training  School  at  Belle- 
vue  Hospital,  New  Vork,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  completed  his  medical 
training  in  the  University  of  Vermont,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  1804.  Dr.  Berkeley  then  received  an 
appointment  to  the  Mary  Fletcher  Hospital  at 
Burlington.  Vermont,  and  during  the  eighteen 
months  of  his  service  there  he  gained  a  wide  and 
varied  experience  in  hospital  work.  He  then 
located  in  St.  Albans.  Vermont,  where  for  a  short 
period  of  time  he  was  associated  with  Dr.  James 
Jenne.  having  been  appointed  surgeon  during  the 
Spanish-American  war.  Dr.  Berkeley  then  en- 
gaged in  a  general  practice  of  his  profession, 


making  a  specialty  of  the  eye,  nose  and  throat, 
and  in  the  performance  of  numerous  difficult 
operations  he  has  met  with  marked  success.  One 
operation  was  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  such  as 
seldom  occurs  in  a  physician's  practice — it  was 
the  removal  of  the  subdorsal  base  of  the  skull 
of  the  temporal  sphenoidal  region.    Dr.  Berkeley 
wrote  an  article  on  the  subject,  which  was  read 
before  the  Medical  Society.    In  addition  to  his 
extensive  private  practice,  he  acts  in  the  capacity 
of  visiting  surgeon  to  St.  Albans  Hospital,  and 
also  county  physician  and  examining  surgeon  for 
seventeen  of  the  leading  life  insurance  companies. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Training 
School  for  Nurses  at  St.  Albans  Hospital,  where 
he  is  also  a  lecturer  on  gy  necology ;  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Franklin  County  Medical  Society  in 
1899,  secretary  of  the  St.  Albans  Medical  So- 
ciety from  1895  to  1900,  a  member  of  the  Ver- 
mont State  Medical  Society  and  overseer  of  mili- 
tary surgeons  of  the  United  States.  Dr.  Berkeley 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  St.  Albans  school 
board  of  the  second  ward  in  1800.  was  elected 
captain  of  Company  B.  First  Regiment.  Ver- 
mont National  Guard,  in  1890.  promoted  major 
and  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  and  is  still  acting 
m  the  position  of  surgeon  m  the  National  Guard. 
He  was  chief  of  stall  with  the  rank  of  captain 
of  the  first  civil  division  of  the  inaugural  parade 
on  the  occasion  of  the  inauguration  of  President 
McKinlcy's  second  term.  Congressman  J.  T.  Mc- 
Cleary,  of  Minnesota,  being  marshal.    He  was 
also  ap]K>inted  official  delegate  of  Vermont  to  the 
convention  of  the  Society  of  Militan  Surgeons 
which  convened  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Dr. 
Berkeley  is  a  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Foresters,  a  memlxr  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  a 
charter  member  of  the  Campaign  at  Milton,  and 
eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  and  the  Society  of  Co!.-nial  Wars 
through  Captain  John  Bradley,  his  gnat-great- 
grandfather. 

On  September  3,  1800.  Dr.  Berkeley  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mabel  L.  Hopkins,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  Hopkins,  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont. 
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